J— L

2170 HOUSE JUDICIARY






WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

WORK DRAFT
25-LS0585\N
Kane
4/23/07
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 164( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATF OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY
Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

ABILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to reporting of vessel location by certain commercial passenger vessels
operating in the marine waters of the state, to access to vessels by a wastewater

treatment operator for purposes of monitoring compliance with state and federal

1

2

3

4 requirements, to the obligations of that operator while aboard the vessels, and to the
5 qualifications of the wastewater treatment operator; and providing for an effective
6

| date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 46.03.465(b) is amended to read.

oo

9 (b) While acommercial passenger vessel is present in the marine waters of the
10 state, the owner or operator of the vessel shall provide to the United Stales Coast
1 Guard an hourly report of the vessel's location based on Global Positioning System
12 technology and collect routine samples of the vessel's treated sewage, graywater, and
13 other wastewaters being discharged into marine waters of the state with a sampling
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technique approved by the department.

*Sec. 2. AS 46.03.476 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 46.03.476. Ocean Rangers, (a) The commissioner may require the owner
or operator of a large commercial passenger vessel to allow a wastewater treatment
operator hired or retained by the department on hboard the vessel at random times
determined by the commiss’oner to perform the duties described in (b) of this section
while the vessel is in port in Alaska or operating in Alaska waters between two Alaska

ports.
(b) While on ho id a large commercial passenger vessel, the wastewater

treatment operator shall
(1) act as an independent observer for the purpose of monitoring

compliance with state and federal requirements pertaining to marine discharge anc

pollution requirements;
(2) monitor, observe, and record data and information related to marine

discharge and pollution requirements in state and federal law, including registration,

reporting, and record-keeping requirements.
(c) While on hoard the vessel the wastewater treatment operator shall comply

with the vessel's approved United States Coast Guard security plan,
(d) Any information recorded or gathered by the wastewater treatment

operator shall be promptly conveyed to the department and the United States Coasl
Guard on a form or in a manner approved by the commissioner. Thecommissioner

may share information gathered with other slate and federal agencies.
(e) In this section, "wastewater treatment operator" means a Level I

wastewater treatment operator certified by the department under the authority of
AS 46.30.080.

| *Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the Stale of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

| read:

2006.

RETROACTIVITY. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act are retroactive to December 17,

*Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

CSHB 164( )
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HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Representative Jay Ramras Committee Members:
Chairman Representative Nancy Dahlstrom,

(907)465-3004 Vice-Chairman
Fax: (907) 465-2070 Representative John Coghill

Representative_Jay_Ramras@legis.state.ak.us Representative Bob Lynn
Representative Ralph Samuels

1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324 Representative Max Gruenberg
Fairbanks, AK 99701 Representative Lindsey Holmes

State Cai)itol, Room 120

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Fax
To:  Leg. Legal
Fax#: 2029 Number of pages including cover: 1

From: Jane Pierson
Date:  April 23. 2007
Re:  HJUD CS for CSHB164 (25-LS0585\N)

I\ﬂight you please draft a HJUD CS for CSHB164 25-LS0585\N, to include the following
change:

P.2, L.3 please change "may" to “shall”
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 164( )
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ABILL
FOR ANAC! ENTITLED
'An Act relating to reporting of vessel location by certain commercial passenger vessels
perating in the marine waters of the state, to access to vessels by a wastewater
reatment operator for purposes of monitoring compliance with state and federal
equirements, to the obligations of that operator while aboard the vessels, and to the

uaiifications of the wastewater treatment operator; and providing for an effective

ate.
EITENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*Section 1. AS 46.03.465(b) is amended to read:
(b) While a commercial passenger vessel is present in the maring waters of the

state, the owner or operator of the vessel shall provide to the United States Coast
Guard an hourly report of the vessel's location based on Global Positioning System
technology and collect routine samples of the vessel's treated sewage, graywater, and
other wastewaters being discharged into marine waters of the state with a sampling
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technique approved by the department. ,

*Sec. 2. AS 46.03.476 is repealed and reenacted to read: !
Sec. 46.03.476. Ocean Rangers, (a) The commissioned may require the owner

1

2

3

4 or operator of a large commercial passer  vessel to allow a wastewater treatment
5 operator hired or retained by the department on board the vessel at random times
6 determined by the commissioner to perform the duties described in (b) of this section
[ while the vessel is in port in Alaska or operating in Alaska waters between two Alaska
8

9

ports|
(b) While on hoard a large commercial passenger vessel, the wastewater

10 treatment operator shall
(1) act as an independent observer for the purpose of monitoring

1

12 compliance with state and federal requirements pertaining to marine discharge and
13 1] pollution requirements;

14 (2) monitor, observe, and record data and information related to marine
15 discharge and pollution requirements in state and federal law, including registration,
16 reporting, and record-keeping requirements.

17 (c) While on hoard the vessel the wastewater treatment operator shall comply
18 with the vessel's approved United States Coast Guard security plan.

19 (d)  Any information recorded or gathered by thewastewater treatment
20 operator shall be promptly conveyed to the department and the United States Coasl
2 Guard on a form or in a manner approved by the commissioner. Thecommissioner
22 may share information gathered with other state and federal agencies.

23 (e) In this section, "wastewater treatment operator" means a Level Il
24 wastewatertreatment operator certified by the department under the authority of
25 AS 46.30.080.

26 * Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the Slate of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to
21 read:

28 RETROACTIVITY. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act are retroactive to December 17,
29 2006.

30* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY
Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

ABILL
FOR AN ACTENTITLED
"An Act relating to reporting of vessel location by certain commercial passenger vessels
operating in the marine waters of the state, to access io vessels by licensed marine
engineers for purposes of monitoring compliance with state and federal requirements, to
the obligations of those engineers while aboard the vessels, and to the qualifications of

| the marine engineer; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 46.03.465(h) is amended to read:

(b) While a commercial passenger vessel is present in the marine waters of the

state, the owner or operator of the vessel shall provide to the United States Coast
Guard an hourly report of the vessel's location based on Global Positioning System
technology and collect routine samples of the vessel's treated sewage, graywater, and
other wastewaters being discharged into marine waters of the state with a sampling

technique approved by the department.
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*Sec. 2. AS 46.03.476 is repealed and reenacted to read: 0 f

Sec. 46.03.476. Ocean Rangers, (a) The commissioner ma” require the owner
or operator of a large commercial passenger vessel to allow amaimeZngnieer Ireerag#-

-y tho UmtgcTStates CoasLGuard and hired or retained by the department on board the

vessel at random times determined by the commissioner to perform the duties
described in (b) of this section while the vessel is in port in Alaska or operating in

Alaska waters between two Alaska ports.
(b) While on hoard a large commercial passenger vessel, the marine engineer

shall
(1) act as an independent observer for the purpose of monitoring

compliance with state and federal requirements pertaining to marine discharge and

pollution requirements;
(2) monitor, observe, and record data and information related to marine

¢ xharge and pollution requirements in state and federal law, including registration,

reporting, and record-keeping requirements.
(c) While on board the vessel the marine engineer shall comply with the

vessel's approved United States Coast Guard security plan.

(d) Any information recorded or gathered by the marine engineer shall be
promptly conveyed to the department and the United States Coast Guard on a form or
ina manner approved by the commissioner. The commissioner may share information

gathered with other state and federal agencies.
(e) The commissioner shall adopt regulations prescribing the qualifications for

a marine engineer to be able to carry out the duties required under this section.

Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

read:

2006.

RETROACTIVITY. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act are retroactive to December 17,

*Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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HELP YOUR COMMUNITY!
BE AN ELECTION OFFICIAL

ARE FAR AND EFFICIENT ELECTIONS IMPORTANT TO YOU?

YOU CAN HELP PROTECT VOTERS' RIGHTS, SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY,

AND GET PAID TO DO IT.

The regional election supervisors in our four regional offices
appoint election officials for every election that the state conducts.

If you are interested in_servinﬁ_as an election official,
contact the elections office nearest you.

(Office locations on the back cover of this publication)

This publication was prepared by the Division of Elections, produced at a
cost of $.15 per copy to inform Alaskan voters about issues appearing on
the 2006 Primary Election Ballot per AS 15.58.010 and printed in Anchorage,

Alaska.



550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1700

State Capitol
Juneau. Alaska 99801 Anchorage, Alaska 99501
907.465.3520 465.5400 fax 907.269.7460 269 0263 fax

Lt_Governor@gov.srate.ak.us

|ieutenant Governor Loren Leman

wvMy.ltgov.state.ak.us

August 2006

Dear Alaska Voter:

The Division of Elections and | are pleased to provide you with the 2006 Primary Voter Pamphlet,
your guide to the August Primary Election. 1hope this is useful to you as you prepare to vote.

Fl’egha;%s th% most important pri iciple in our State constitution is in the Declaration of Rights, Article
. Section 2

MI political power is inherent in the people. All government originates with the
people, is founded upon their will only and is instituted solely for the good oj the

people as a whole.

The Hr tand last word always remains with the true owners  not bureaucracies, not the courts
but the people. The hest way to ensure you have that word is to exercise your right to vote.

In Alaska many races have been decided by just a handful of votes. One vote has and will continue

to make a difference. [hat vote could be Kours. | hope you will exercise your important right to
shape the form of our governments and who our leaders are by voting on August 22,

Sincerely.

Loren Leman
Lieutenant Governor


mailto:Lt_Governor@gov.srate.ak.us

_State ot Alaska-----------
Division of Elections
Amended Final Redistricting Plan
April 25, 2002

Anchorage Bowl Fairbanks



Alaska’'s New Touch Screen Voting M achine

Through the funding of the federal Help America Vote Act
(HAVA), Alaska has purchased atouch screen machine for each
of the state's 439 polling places, which will be used in the
2006 Primary Election. The touch screen machines allow voters
with disabilities the ability to cast a private and independent
ballot. The touch screen machines will be available for any
voter who wishes to vote on them; however, those with
disabilities will have priority in using them. The touch screen
machines accommodate visually impaired and blind voters, as
well as those with mobility issues.

The voter casts an electronic ballot, and confirms his or her
selection with a voter verifiable paper trail produced by the
touch screen. This paper print-out is secured behind a screen
and is treated as an official ballot in the event of a recount or

audit.

A FEW TOUCH SCREEN VOTING MACHINE FAQs:

Q: How will visually impaired and disabled voters cast an independent ballot?

A The touch screen machines can be used in many different ways to accommodate
different disabilities, and offer large print, high-contrast and audio-only ballots. The
ballot appearing on the touch screen can be voted using "pointer sticks" for those with
limited or no use of their hands or arms.

Q: What is stored on the voter access card?
A The voter access card holds ballot information that is read by the touch screen machine

and presented to the voter. The voter access card holds only ballot information, not results,
and is unusable after being used to vote until it is re-encoded by a poll worker. It does
not hold information about the voter or how he or she voted.

Q: How is the voter access card encoded?
A The voter access card is encoded by poll workers using a device called an encoder that
looks much like a small calculator and contains ballot information from the Division of

Elections.

Q: Can avoter access card be used to vote twice?
A. No, once a voter has finished voting, the voter access card must be re-encoded by a

poll worker before being used by another voter.

Q: How will the paper ballots be transported after an election?
A As voters cast their ballots, the paper record is collected in a security canister inside
the touch screen machine's printer module. Once voting ends, ballots will be secured and

treated as other paper ballots are.

For more information contact your local elections office
or visit the Division of Elections’ website:
http://[www .elections.state.ak.us


http://www.elections.state.ak.us

Primary Election - Ballot Choices
There are three ballot tyoes:

Ballot Type Political Parties
: Alaska Democratic P
Coryvﬁhned A AlﬁskaI L(ijbertagan P%ttg/ny
askan Independence
Ballot Meastires Green Par?y }f Alaska
Republican _
with Alaska Republican Party
Ballot Measures
No candidates
BallOt Measures Only This ballot is for voters who do not want to

vote for any candidate

The ballot type you are eligible to vote is based upon your party
affiliation listed on the precinct register.

YOU MAY VOTE ONLY ONE BALLOT TYPE

If your party affiliation Below is me hallot
listed on the register is. you are eligible to vote:
A - Alaskan Independence Party Combined OR Measures Only
D - Alaska Democratic Party Combined OR Measures Only

C - Green Party of Alaska Combined OR Measures Only

L- Alaska Libertarian Party Combined OR Measures Only
M - Republican Moderate Party Combined OR Measures Only

R - Alaska Republican Party Combined OR Republican OR Measures Only

N - Nonpartisan Combined OR Republican OR Measures Only

0 - Other Combined OR Measures Only

U - Undeclared Combined OR Republican OR Measures Only

V - Veterans Party of Alaska Combined OR Measures Only

If you want a different ballot type than what the precinct reﬂister
shows you are eligible for, you must vote a questioned ballot.

If you do not want to vote for any political party candidates,
you may request the Ballot Measures Only ballot.



Sample Ballot

STATE OF ALASKA
PRIMARY ELECTION
AUGUST 22, 2006

OFFICIAL XXXX PARTY BALLOT

Completely fill in the oval «  opposite the nartne ofteach candidate or question for whom you wish
0 Vote.

UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
(vote for one)
US REPRESENTATIVE CANDIDATE XXXX STATE REPRESENTATIVE CANDIDATE XXXX
GOVERNOR _ BALLOT MEASURE NO. 1 .
(vote for one) Campaign Contribution Limits, Lobbying and
GOVERNOR CANDIDATE XXX Disclosure
03DISC
LIEUTENANI GOVERNOR YES
(vote for one) NO
LT GOVERNOR CANDIDATE XXXX
, - BALLQT MEASURE NO.2
STATE SENATOR Cruise Ship Taxation RelgA@}Jlatlon and Disclosure
DISTRICT X (3CTAX
. (vote for one)
STATE SENATOR CANDIDATE XXXX YES

NO

VOTE BOTH SIDES



Ballot Measure 1

Campaign Contribution Limits, Lobbying, and Disclosure

BALLOT LANGUAGE

This initiative would decrease the maximum
amount an individual may give a candidate or
group from S1,000 to S500, and deer tse the
amount an individual may give a political party
for any purpose from S10,000 to 55,000, It
would decrease the amount a group may give a
candidate, or group, from 52,000 to 51,000. It
would decrease the amount a group may give to
a political party from S4.000 to 1,000. It
would require groups to disclose the name,
address, occupation, employer, date and
amount given by each contributor for contribu-
tions more than S100 during a calendar year It
would reduce from 40 to 10 the hours a person
who is not a professional lobbyist could lobby in
any 30-day period before having to register as a
lobbyist. It would require legislators, public
members of the select committee on legislative
ethics, and legislative directors to disclose out-
side income sources greater than S1,000.

SHOULD THIS INITIATIVE BECOME LAW"
CD Yes

CD No

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY SUMMARY

This bill lowers the limit on campaign contribu-
tions. Under this bill, a person could give 5500
a year to a candidate's campaign. That's half of
what is allowed now. Personal gifts to political
parties would be capped at 55,000. A gift by a
group would be limited to SI1,000 a year.
Groups would have to teport more about
donors. For gifts over S100 to a group, the
group would have to report the true source of
the gift The group would also have to report
the donor’sjob and the donor's employer. The
bill changes the meaning of "lobbyist." This
would make someone who lobbies 10 hours a
month report. Now it's 40 hours. It reduces the
amount of pay a legislator can receive for
personal services without repotting the income.
This also applies to certain legislative employ
ees, and members of the legislative ethics
committee.

STATEMENT OF COSTS AND REVENUES FOR
BALLOT MEASURE 1 - INITIATIVE 03DISC -
Prepared by the Alaska Public Offices

Commission (APOC)

As required by AS 15.58.020(b), the Alaska
Public Offices Commission has determined that
there would not be significant costs to APOC
for implementing the law proposed in Ballot
Measure 1 - Initiative 03DISC.

FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED LAW

AN ACT RELATING TO CONTRIBUTION LIM-
ITS, LOBBYISTS. AND DISCLOSURE

Be it enacted by the people of the State of
Alaska:

Section 1. AS 15.1 3.070(b) is amended to read
(b) an individual may contribute not more than

(1) 5500 per year to a nongroup entity
for the purpose of influencing the nomination
or election of a candidate, to a candidate, to an
individual who conducts a write-in campaign as
a candidate, or to a group that is not a political

party,
(2) 55,000 per year to a political party

Section 2. AS 15.13.070(c) is amended to read
(c) A group that is not a political party may con-
tribute net more than S1,000 per year
(1) to a candidate, or to an individual who
conducts awrite-in campaign as a candidate,
(2) to another group, to a non-group entity,
or to a political party.

Section 3. AS 15.13.040(b) is amended to read
(b) Each group shall make a full report upon a
form prescribed by the commission, listing

(1) the name and address of ea*h officer and
director.

(2) the aggronate amount of all contributions
made to it: ana, for all contributions in excess
of 5100 in the aggregate a year, the name,
address, principal occupation, and employer of the
contributor, and the date and amount contributed
by each contributor for purposes of this
paragraph, "contributor" means the true
source of the funds, property, or services

8 lhe text ol the, lullis prevailed .is siihniined hv petition s/mmors



Ballot M easure 1

Campaign Contribution Limits, Lobbying, and Disclosure

being contributed; and

terms and conditions under which the loan or

(3) the date and amount of all contributions guarantee was given, the amount outstanding

made by it and all expenditures made, incurred
or authorized by it.

Section 4. AS 24.45.171(8) is amended to read:
(8) "lobbyist" means a person who
(A) is employed and receives payments, or who
contracts for economic consideration, including
reimburseme  for reasonable travel and living
expenses, to communicate directly or through
the person’s agents with any public official for
the purpose of influencing legislation or admin-
istrative action for more than 10 hours in any
30-day period in one calendar year; or
(B) represents oneself as engaging in the influ-
encing of legislative or administrative action as
a business, occupation or profession.

Section 5. AS 24.60.200 is amended to read.
Sec. 24.60.200. Financial disclosure by legis-
lators, public members of the committee, and
legislative directors. A legislator, a public
member of the committee, and a legislative
director shall file a disclosure statement, under
oath and on penalty of perjury, with the Alaska
Public Offices Commission giving the following
information about the income received by the
disdoser, the discloser's spouse oi domestic
partner, the discloser's dependent children, and
the discloser's nondependent children who are
living with the disdoser

(1) the information that a public official is
required to report under AS 39.50.030, other
than information about gifts;

(2) as to income in excess of S1,000
received as compensation for personal servic-
es, the name and address of the source of the
income, and a statement describing the nature
of the services performed; if the source of
income is known or reasonably should be
known to have a substantial interest in legisla-
tive, administrative, oi political action and the
recipient of the income is a legislator or legisla-
tive director, the amount of income received
from the source shall be disclosed,

at the time of filing, and whether or not a writ-
ten loan agreement exists.

Section 6. Effective Date. This Act takes effect
January 1, 2005.

(3) as to each loan or loan guarantee over

S1,000 from a source with a substantial interest
in legislative, administrative, or political action,
the name and address of the person making the
loan or guarantee, the amount of the loan, the

The text of thli hill is presented ,i< submitted by petition sponsors



Ballot Measure 1

Campaign Contribution Limits, Lobbying, and Disclosure

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT
THE "TAKE OUR STATE BACK" INITIATIVE

Corruption is not limited to one party or indi-
vidual. Ethics should be not only bi-partisan
but also universal. From the Abramoff and
Jefferson scandals in Washington D.C to side
deals in Juneau, special interests are becoming

bolder every day. They used to try to buy elec-

tions. Now they are trying to buy the legisla-
tors themselves.

Alaskans deserve to know who is paying our
legislators and funding their campaigns. In
2004 the Legislature wrote its own rules to
govern its conduct and it reduced or eliminated
any real restrictions or  sclosure require-

ments.

Measure 1 ensures that you know who is pay-
ing your legislator and who is lobbying them.
It limits the amount of special interest influ-
ence in legislative campaigns and closes the
soft money loophole.

Vote 'Yes" on Measure 1.

Measure 1takes our State back in four specific
ways.

1. REQUIRES LEGISLATORS TC DISCLOSE
WHO IS PAYING THEM.

Under the rules the Legislature wrote for them-

selves, a legislator can earn thousands of dot
lars on the side from special interests with no
disclosure. We deserve to know who is paying
our legislators and why. Measure 1 requires
that a legislator disclose any income over

51,000. Period.
2. REQUIRES LOBBYISTS TO REG'STER.

The Legislature rewrote the law so that only a
few lobbyists are now required to register.

This is a major loophole. Without this registra-

tion, there is no disclosure of who is paying
lobbyists to influence our legislature. Measure
1 requires any lobbyist who worus over ten
hours per month to register and to disclose

who is paying for the lobbying.

10

%SOOLIM”S CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS TO

Most Alaskans don’t write huge checks to
political campaigns. The more special inter-
ests can contribute, the more influence they
have over our politicians. Measure 1 limits
contributions to 5500 from an individual and
to $1,000 from a group.

4 CLOSES THE SOFT MONEY LOOPHOLE.

The Legislature erected another major loop-
hole. It allows unlimited donations to political
parties. No limit at all. Measure 1 places a
55,000 limit on these donations. On the
national level, Sen. John McCain and Sen. Russ
Feingold have been champions of limiting soft
money. We have the chance to rake the first
step here in Alaska to limit soft money by
passing Measure 1

Vote to TAKE YOUR STATE BACK.
Vote "YES" on Measure 1

Chancy Croft
President. Alaska State Senate

1975-1976

Rick Halford
President, Alaska State Senate
1993-1994. 2001 2002

Lowell Thomas, Jr.
Former Lieutenant Governor
Former State Senator

The statement printed on this pjge is the opinion of the juthoi(s) ,ind is presented .is submitted to the Division of Elections



Ballot M easure 1

Campaign Contribution Limits, Lobbying, and Disclosure

STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION

This initiative diminishes citizen rights and
participation while increasing incumbent
power.

Our individual right of free speech is radically
reduced in Section 1. Our maximum contribu
tion to a candidate or party is cut in half.
Challengers can raise less money, thwarting
your ability to change elected public officials.
This initiative empowers incumbents and the
wealthy self-funded candidate.

Our right of tree speech to influence elections
is further eroded in Section 2. The maximum
contribution a group may make to a candidate
is reduced by half.

Contribution transparency in the Alaskan cam-
paign disclosure law is destroyed in Section 3.
The initiative is a step backward. The change
eliminates the disclosure of some donor names
and addresses. What do the sponsors, who are
all legislators, plan to hide from citizen view?

Section 4 changes the lobbyist definition by
chopping a citizen's time to communicate with
public officials from 40 to 10 hours per month.
More employees of small businesses must reg-
ister as lobbyists. Eleven hours work in a single
month demands filing 16 reports in a two year
period. Instead of accepting this ridiculous
new burden that discloses their client list to
their competitors, most businesses will aban-
don citizen representation and hire a profes-
sional lobbyist. Furthermore, these 'new'
lobbyists are prohibited from contributing to
any candidate outside of their own legislative
district. That is a terrible blow to all citizen’s
rights. The incumbents, including the initiative
sponsors, are protected from well-funded
challengers.

The change of income disclosure limits
increases the reporting burden materially.
While inflation over the decades has effectively
reduced this limit, this change from S5000 to
S1000 simply increases the paper process
without meaningful information.

Gloria Shriver, Founder
Alaska Excellence in Public Service

the statement printed on this p.tge is the opinion ol the outhorts) and is presented .is submitted to the Division of [lections 1



Ballot Measure 2

Cruise Ship Taxation, Regulation and Disclosure

BALLOT LANGUAGE

This initiative would impose a $46 per person
per voyage tax on large cruise ships to pay for
vessel services. It would provide for the pro-
ceeds from the tax to be deposited in the state
general fund and, subject to appropriation by
the legislature, distributed to municipalities. It
would levy a tax on cruise ship gambling activi-
ties in state waters. It would change the way
cru se ship corporate income tax is calculated.
It would require cruise ship operators to gather
and report more information, and get a new type
of permit for sewage, graywater or other waste-
water before discharging in state marine waters
It would assess a $4 per passenger berth fee
and require large cruise ships to have state-
employed marine engineers (Ocean Rangers)
licensed by the Coast Guard to observe health,
safety and wastewater treatment and discharge
operations. It would authorize citizen lawsuits
against an owner or operator of a large cruise
ship, or against the Department of
Environmental Conservation, for an alleged vio-
lation of any permit condition, provision of envi-
ronmental statutes or performance of duties. It
would also enable a person who provides mfor
mation leading to enforcement of the law to
receive 25 to 50 percent of fines imposed. It
would impose additional requirements on dis-
closures about on-ship promotions of shore-
side businesses.

SHOULD THIS INITIATIVE BECOMf LAW7

CD Ys
C—) No

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY SUMMARY

Part of this bill is about cruise ship taxes. It
imposes a S46 a person tax on cruise ship pas-
sengers.  That money goes into a special
account in the state's general fund. The legisla-
ture may appropriate part of that money to the
vessel's ports of call. But, towns that receive
that money cannot impose local cruise ship
head taxes. The bill also taxes gambling on
cruise ships. The tax is 33 percent of the cruise
shift's adjusted gross income from the gam
bimg. The bill changes the state's corporate
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income tax law so it could be applied to cruise
ships.

The bill also changes environmental laws that
apply to cruise ships. It requires wastewater
discharge permits for cruise ships. It sets min-
imum standards and conditions for use of those
permits. It prohibits wastewater discharges
without a permit. It changes the monitoring
and record keeping requirements for waste-
water discharges It establishes a new ocean
ranger program. A ranger is a marine engineer.
It requires each cruise ship to have a ranger on
board. The ranger is an independent observer.
The ranger monitors compliance with pollution
laws. The bill imposes a four-dollar fee per
berth for operating the ranger program. It gives
private citizens the right to sue for discharge
violations. It also establishes financial penalties
for violations «.cenvironmental laws.

Finally, the bill regulates sales on cruise ships.
Persons paid to mention or promote a business
in a state port must say they are paid. Writton
materials must also say that the person is paid.
Persons selling tours and other shore-side
activities on board a cruise ship must disclose
how much they are paid for each sale A seller
must give the address and phone number of the
shore-side business if asked. It makes violation
of these laws an unfair trade practice.

STATEMENT OF COSTS AND REVENUES FOR
BALLOT MEASURE 2 - INITIATIVE 03CTAX
Prepared by the Alaska Department of

Revenue

As required by AS 15.58.020(b), the Alaska
Department of Revenue has prepared the fol-
lowing statement of costs to the Department of
implementing the law proposed in Ballot
Measure 2 - Initiative 03CIAX.

COSTS

In jrder to administer the tax collection process
required by this initiative, the Department of
Revenue would require six new positions, at an
estimated cost of $626,000 per year for staff
and associated costs.
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REVENUES

This initiative would impose an excise tax of
$46 per passenger per voyage on travel on
commercial passenger vessels with 250 or more
berths, and a "Ranger fee" of $4 per passen-
ger berth.

We assume that 2007 cruise ship activity will be
similar to the scheduled 2006 cruise ship activ-
ity We cannot predict whether the excise tax
might impact the number of passengers.

Assuming the ships sail at 100 percent capaci-
ty, we estimate the 546 per passenger excise
tax would be applied to approximately 900,000
passengers in the 2007 season, resulting m
revenue of approximately $41 million. About
$14 million of that revenue would be shared
with municipalities at which the cruise ships
stopped. Twenty-five percent of the total, or
approximately 510 million, would be placed in a
"Regional Cruise Ship Impact Fund," to be dis-
tributed to other affected municipalities. The
54 per berth Ranger fee would bring in approx-
imately $3.6 million.

Net revenues to the state, after deducting costs
for the Departments of Revenue and
Environmental Conservation, and deducting the
$24 million in shared revenues cited above,
would be approximately S14.4 million

This initiative would impose a tax of 33 percent
of the adjusted gross income from operation of
gaming or gambling activities on ships operat-
ing in Alaskan waters.

The Department has no data on the extent or
profitability of cruise ship gaming in Alaskan
waters, and therefore cannot calculate revenues
from the proposed gaming tax.

This initiative would also change the way the
corporate income tax is calculated ror the cruise
ship industry. The Department does not have
adequate data to estimate the effects of this
change on corporate income tax revenue.

The test ol this hill is presented ,is submitted by petition sponsors

STATEMENT OF COSTS FOR BALLOT
MEASURE 2 - INITIATIVE 03CTAX-
Prepared bg the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation

As required by AS 15.58.020(b), thj Alaska
Department of Environmental Conservation
("DEC") has prepared the following statement
of costs to the Department of implementing the
law proposed in Ballot Measure 2 Initiative -
03CTAX.

The initiative would require DEC to develop and
maintain a new permit program for Large
Commercial Passenger Vessels ("cruise ships")
to replace the current program for regulating
these vessels. It would also require DEC to
place marine engineers ("Ocean Rangers")
licensed by the Coast Guard on the cruise
ships to monitor compliance with State and
Federal environmental laws. Two marine engi-
neers working alternating twelve-hour shifts
would be placed on each cruise ship operating
in Alaska waters.

The cost to the state during the first full year
of the implementation of this initiative s
estimated to be approximately $5.6 million.

FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED LAW

FOR_AN ACT PROVIDING FOR TAXATION OF
CERTAIN COMMERCIAL SHIP VESA'S, PER-
TAINING TO CERTAIN VESSEL ACTIVITIES and
RELATED TO SHIP VESSEL OPERATIONS TAK-
ING PLACE IN THE MARINE WATERS OF THE
STATE OF ALASKA

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Alaska:

*Section 1 AS 43 s ar
chapter to read

Chapter 52. Excise Tax on Travel Aboard
Commercial Passenger Vessels.

Sec. 43.52.010. Levy of excise tax on overnight
accommodations on commercial passenger
vessels. There is imposed an excise tax on travel
on commercial passenger vessels providing overnight

nded by adding a new
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accommodations in the state's marine water.

Sec. 43.52.020. Rate of tax. The tax imposed
by AS 43.52.010 - 43.52.095 is levied at a rate
of $46 a passenger per voyage.

Sec. 43.52.030. Liability for payment of tax. A
passenger traveling on a commercial passenger
vessel providing overnight accommodations in
state marine water is liable for the tax imposed
by AS 43.52.010 — 43.52.095. The tax shall be
collected ald is due and payable to the depart-
ment

(1) by the person who provides travel aboard
a commercial vessel for which the tax is
payable; and

(2) in the manner and at the times required
by the department by regulation.

Sec. 43.52.040. Disposition of receipts.

(@) The proceeds from the tax on travel on
commercial passenger vessels providing
overnight accommodations in the state's marine
water shall be deposited in a special
"Commercial Vessel Passenger Tax Account" in
the general fund. The legislature may appropri-
ate money from this account for the purposes
described in (b) and (c) of this section, for state-
owned port and harbor facilities, other services
to properly provide for vessel or watercraft vis-
its, to enhance the safety and efficiency of
interstate and foreign comn.erce and such other
lawful purposes as determined by the legisla-
ture.

(b) For each voyage of a commercial passenger
vessel providing overnight accommodations,
the commissioner shall identify the first five
ports of call in the state and the number of pas-
sengers on board the vessel at each port of call.
Subject to appropriation by the legislature, the
commissioner shall distribute to each port of
call S5 per passenger of the tax revenue col-
lected from the tax levied under this chapter. If
the port of call is a city located within a borough
not otherwise unified with the borough, the
commissioner shall, subject to appropriation by
the legislature, distribute $2.50 per passenger
to the city and $2.50 to the borough. Each port
of call receiving funds under this section shall
use the funds in a manner calculated to improve
port and harbor facilities and other services to
properly provide for vessel or water craft visits

14 The text ot this bill is presented

and to enhance the safety and efficiency of
interstate and foreign commerce.

(c) A "Regional Cruise Ship Impact Fund" con-
sisting of 25% of the proceeds from the tax on
travel aboard commercial passenger vessels
providing overnight accommodations in the
state's marine water shall be established as
sub-account of the funds established in (a),
above, and deposited in the general fund.
Subject to appropriation by the legislature and
regulations adopted by the Department of
Revenue, the commissioner shall distribute
funds to municipalities or other governmental
entities within the Prince William Sound Region,
Southeast Alaska or any other distinctive region
impacted by cruise ship related tourism activi-
ties but not entitled to receive funds based on
port of call visitation as allowed by (b). above,
provided that any funds used from this account
shall be used to provide services and infrastruc-
ture directly related to passenger vessel or
water craft visits or to enhance the safety and
efficiency of interstate and foreign commerce
related to vessel or water craft activities.

Sec. 43.52.050. Administration
(@) The department shall

(1) administer this chapter, and

(2) colled, supervise, and enfoice the collec-
tion of taxes due under this chapter and penal-
ties as provided in AS 43.05.

(b) The department may adopt regulations
necessary for the administration of this chapter.

Sec. 43.52.060. Local levies. Any municipality,
whether home rule or general law, that receives
passenger ship fee funds under this chapter
may not impose an additional form of tax on
travel on commercial passenger vessels
engaged in activities involving overnight
accommodations for passengers in state marine
waters. Any form of tax on travel on commercial
passenger vessels engaged in activities involv-
ing overnight accommodations for passengers
in state marine waters enacted by a municipal-
ity, whether home rule or general law, prior to
the effective date of this legislation shall expire
one year after enactment of this law if that
municipality elects to receive funds under this
chapter.

submitted by petition sponso
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Sec. 43.52.095. Definitions. In this chapter, (1)
"commercial passenger vessel" means a boat or
vessel that is used in the common carriage
of passengers in commerce; "commercial
passenger vessel" does not include

(A) vessels with fewer than 250 beaus or
other overnight accommodations for passengers;

(B) noncommercial vessels, warships,
and vessels operated by the state, the United
States, or a foreign government;

(2) "marine water of the state" and "state marine
water" have the meaning given to "waters" in AS
46.03.900, except that they include only marine
waters

(3) pissenger" means a person whom a
common carrier has contracted to carry from
one place to another.

(4) voyage" means any trip or itinerary lasting
more than 72 hours.

* Sec. 2. AS 05, is amended by adding a new
chapter to read:

Chapter 16. Games of Chance ana Contests
of Skill on Ships Operating on Waters Within
the Jurisdiction of Alaska.

Sec. AS05.16.010. Gambling activities aboard
commercial vessels purportedly authorized
by federal law. This chapter applies to the use
of playing cards, dice, roulette wheels, coin-
operated instruments or machines, or other
objects or instruments used, designed, or
intended for gaming or gambling used in the
waters under the jurisdiction of the State ot
Alaska on a voyage described in 15 U.S.C.
Section 1175(c)(2), and to any other gambling
activities taking place aboard large passenger
vessels in the state

Sec. AS05.16.020. Tax on 8ambllng activities
authorized by AS 05.16.010. There is imposed
on the operator of a gaming or gambling activ-
ities aboard large passenger vessels in the state
a tax of 33% of the adjusted gross income from
those activities. "Adjusted gross income" means
gross income less prizes awarded and federal
and municipal taxes paid or owed on the

The text of this hill is ptesented js submitted by petition spurnuis

| income. The tax shall be collected and is due

and payable to the department of revenue in the
manner and at the times required by the
department of revenue.

Sec. 05.16.030. Disposition of receipts, (a)
The proceeds from the tax on gambling opera-
tions aboard commercial passenger vessels in
the state's marine v.ater shall be deposited in a
special "Commercial Vessel Passenger Tax
Account" in the general fund.

* Sec. 3. AS 43.20.021 s repealed and reenacted
as follows:

Sec. 43.20.021(a). Internal Revenue Code
adopted by reference, (a) Sections 26 U.S.C. -
1399 and 6001 - 7872 (Internal Revenue Code),
as amended, are adopted by reference as a part
of this chapter. These portions of the Internal
Revenue Code have full force and effect under
this chapter unless excepted to or modified by
other provisions of this chapter.

(b) Nothing in this chapter or in AS 43.19
(Multistate Tax Compact) may be construed as
an exception to or modification of 26 U.S.C.

883.

(c) The provision in (b). above, does not apply to
commercial passenger vessels as defined in AS

43.52.095.

*Sec 4. AS 46.03.462 is repealed and re-enacted
as follows

Sec. 46.03.462. Terms and conditions of dis-
charge permits, (a) An owner or operator may
not discharge any treated sewage, graywater. or
other wastewater from a large commercial pas-
senger vessel into the marine waters of the
state unless the owner or operator obtains a
permit under AS 46.03.100, which shall comply
with the terms and conditions of vessel discharge
requirements specified in (b) of this section.

(b) The minimum standard terms and conditions
for all discharge permits authorized under this
provision require that the owner or opeiator:

(1)

treated sewage, graywater, or other waste-
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waters in a manner that violates any applicable
effluent limits or standards under state or
federal law, including Alaska Water Quality
Standards governing pollution at the point of
discharge;

(2) shall maintain records and provide the reports
required under AS 46.03.465(a).

(3) shall collect and test samples as required
under AS 46.03.465(b) and (d) and provide the
reports with respect those samples required by
AS 46.03.475(c);

(4) shall report discharges in accordance with
AS 46.03.475(a);

(5) shall allow the department access to the
vessel at the time samples are taken under AS
46.03 465 for purposes of taking the samples
or for purposes of verifying the integrity of the
sampling process; and

(61 shall submit records, notices, and reports
to the department in accordance with AS
46.03.475(b), (d). and (e).

* Sec. 5 AS 46.03 463 is amended to read as
follows

Sec. 46.03.463(d) is repealed

Sec. 46.03.463(e) is repealed and reenacted to
read An owner or operator may not discharge
any treated sewage, graywater, or other waste-
water from a large commercial passenger vessel
into the marine waters of the state unless the
owner or operator obtains a permit under AS
46.03.100 and AS 46.03.462, and provided that
the vessel is not in an irea where the discharge
of treated sewage, graywater or other waste-
waters is otherwise prohibited.

Sec. 46.03.463(g) is repealed.

* Sec 6. AS 46.03.465 repealed and reenacted
to read as follows

Sec. 46.03.465. Information-gathering
requirements, (a) The owner or operator of a
commercial passenger vessel shall maintain

daily records related to the period of operation
while in the State, detailing the dates, times,
and locations, and the volumes and flow rates
of any discharges of sewage, graywater, or
other waster into the marine waters of the
State, provide electronic copies of such records
on a monthly basis to the department no later than
5 days after each calendar month of operation
in State waters.

(b) while a commercial passenger vessel is
present in the marine waters of the State, the
owner or operator of the vessel shall provide an
hourly report of the vessel's location based on
Global Positioning System technology and col-
lect routine samples of the vessel's treated
sewage, graywater, and other wastewaters
being discharged into marine waters of the
State with a sampling technique approved by
the department.

(c) while a commercial passenger vessel is
present in the marine waters of the State, the
Department, or an independent contractor
retained by the Department, may collect addi-
tional samples of the vessel's treated sewage,
graywater, and other wastewaters being
discharged into the marine waters of the State.

(dl the owner or operator of a vessel required to
collect samples under (b) of this section shall
ensure that all sampling techniques and fre-
quer.y ot sampling events are approved by the
dep rtment in a manner sufficient to ensure
demonstration of compliance with ail discharge
requirements under AS 46.03.462.

(e) the owner or operator of a commerrial
passenger vessel shall pay for all reporting,
sampling and testing of samples under this section.

(f) if the owner or operator of a commercial pas-
senger vessel has, when complying with
another state of federal law that requires
substantially equivalent information required
under (a), (b), or (d) of this section, the owner or
operator shall be considered to be in compli-
ance with that subsection so long as the infor-
mation is also provided to the department.

16 The te*t of thit bill N presented ,iS submitted by petition sponsors
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* Sec. 7. AS 46.03 is amended to include new
provisions as follows:

Sec. 46.03.476. Ocean Rangers, (a) An owner
or operator of a large commercial passenger
vessel entering the marine waters of the state is
required to have a marine engineer licensed by
the United States Coast Guard hired or retained
by the department on board the vessel to act as
an independent observer for the purpose of
monitoring state and federal requirements
pertaining to maiine discharge and pollution
requirements and to insure that passengers,
crew and residents at ports are protected from
improper sanitation, health and safety practices.

(b) The licensed marine engineer shall monitor,
observe and record data and information related to
the engineering, sanitation and health related
operations of the vessel, including but not limited
to registration, reporting, record keeping and
discharge functions required by state and
federal law.

ici Any information recorded or gathered by the
licensed marine engmee shall be promptly
conveyed to the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation and the United
State Coast Guard on a form or in a manner
appioved by the Commissioner of Envuonmental
Conservation. The Commissioner may share
information gathered with othei state and
federal agencies.

46.03.481. Citizens suits, (a) Any citizen of
the State of Alaska may commence a civil action

(1) against an owner or operator of a large
passenger vessel alleged to have violated any
provision of this chapter, or

(2) against the department where there is an
alleged failure to perform any act or duty under
this chapter which is not discretionary. No civil
action may be commenced under this section,
however, prioi to 45 days after the plaintiff has
provided written notice of the intent to sue to
the Attorney General of Alaska

(b) Subject to appropriation, as necessary, up to 50%
and not less than 25% of any fines, penalties or

The (»r 0f ihn bill

other funds recovered as a result of enforcement
of this chapter shall be paiu to the person or
entity, other than the defendant, providing
information sufficient to commence an investi-
gation and enforcement of this chapter under
this provision.

* Sec. 8. AS 46.03.480 is amended as follows

Sec. 46.03.480 is amended by adding a new
section to read.

(d) An additional fee in the amount of $4.00 pei
berth, is imposed on all large commercial
passenger vessels, other than vessels
operated by the state, for the purpose of
operating the Ocean Ranger program
established in AS 46.03.476; said program
shall be subject to legislative appropriation.

Sec. 46.03.480(d) shall be repealed and reen-
acted as 46.03.480(e).

fSec. 9. AS 46.03.760 is amended is follows

Sec. AS 46.03.7C0 is amended by adding a new
section to read

(0 An owner, agent, employee or operator of a
commercial passenger vessels as defined in AS
43.52.095 who falsifies a registration or report
required by AS 46.03.460 or 46.03.475 or who
violates or causes or permits to be violated a
provision of AS 46.03.250 46.03.314,
46.03.460 - 46.03.490, AS 46.14, or a regula-
tion, a lawful oider of the department, or a per-
mit. approval, or acceptance, or term or condi
tion of a permit, approval, or acceptance issued
under AS 46.03.250 - 46.03.314. 46.03.460
46.03.490, or AS 46.14 s liable, in a civil
action, to the state for a sum to be assessed by
the court of not less than S5000 nor more than
$190,000 for the initial violation, nor more than
S10,000 for each day after that on which the
violation continues, and that shall reflect, when
applicable,

(1)  reasonable compensation in the nature of
liguidated damages for any adverse environ-
mental effects caused by the violation, that shall
be determined by the court according to the
toxicity, degradability and dispersal characteristics

presented ,iS whinnied by petition SpOﬂSOfV 17
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of the substance discharged, the sensitivity of the
receiving environment, and the degree to which
the discharge degrades existing environmental
quality; for a violation relating to AS 46.14, the
court, in making its determination under this
paragraph, shall also consider the degree to
which the discharge causes harm to persons or
property, this paragraph may not be construed
to limit the right of parties other than the state
to recover for personal injuries or damage to
their property;

(2) reasonable costs incurred by the state in
detection, investigation, and attempted correc-
tion of the violation;

(3) the economic savings realized by the
person in not complying with the requirement
for which a violation :s charged, and

(4) the need for an enhanced civil penalty to
deter future noncornpliance.

Sec. 46.03.760(f) shall be repealed and reen-
acted as 46 03.760(qg).

» Sec. 10 AS 45.50.474 is repealed and reen-
acted to read as follows.

Sec. 45.50.474. Required disclosures in pro-
motions and shore side sales on board cruise
ShIpS, (a) A person may not conduct a promo-
tion on board a cruise ship that mentions or
features a business in a state port that has paid
something of value for the purpose of having
the business mentioned, featured or otherwise
promoted, unless the person conducting the
promotion clearly and fully discloses orally and
in all written materials used in the promotion
that the featured businesses have paid tn be
included in the promotion. All such written
notice of disclosure shall be in a type not less

than 14-point typeface and in a contrasting
color calculated to draw attention to the
disclosure.

(b) A person or other entity aboard a cruise ship
conducting or making a sale of tours, flightseeing
operations or other shore-side activities to be
delivered by avendor or other entity at a future
port of call shall disclose, both orally and in writing,

the amount of commission or percentage of
the total sale retained or returned to the person
making the sale. The person or entity aboard a
cruise ship making or attempting to make a sale
of services or goods provided by a shore-side
vendor shall disclose the address and telephone
number of the shore side vendor if asked by a
consumer. All such written notice of disclosure
shall be in a type not less than 14-point type-
face and in a contrasting color calculated to
draw attention to the disclosure.

(c) Each violation of this section constitutes an
unfair trade practice under AS 45.50.471, and
shall result in a penalty of not more than S100
for each violation. In this section, "cruise ship"
means a ship that operates at least 48 hours in
length for ticketed passengers, provides
overnight accommodations and meals for at
least 250 passengers, is operated by an author-
ized cruise ship operator, and is certified under
the International Convention for the Safety of
Life at Sea or otherwise certified by the United
States Coast Guard.

Sec. 11. Severability. It is the intention of the
people of Alaska that any portion of this legis-
lation that is declared unlawful shall be stricken
in a manner that preserves the remaining
portion of the remaining legislation to the
maximum extent possible.

* Sec. 12. Effective Date. This Act takes effect
90 days after enactment.

18 The text ot this bill is presented as submitted by petition sponsors.
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STATEMENT IN SUPPORT

The cruise lines should follow Alaska's
taxation and pollution rules like everyone
else. This initiative protects our fisheries and
helps pay for cruise ship impacts on Alaskan
communities by establishing/requiring:

1. $50 passenger tax - Alaskans pay tourism
taxes when traveling Outside and independent
tourists pay taxes on rental cars and lodging
in Alaska. Cruise passengers willingly pay
similar fees throughout the world. A typical
cruise, including tickets, airfare, shopping,
tours, gambling, and alcohol, costs over
$3000. A S50 fee won't make people choose
a ciuise to New lersev - therefore there will be
no negative impact on Alaska's tourism econ-
omy. Federal law requires the funds be spent
"servicing the industry," for example, main-
taining ports and harbor infrastructure. This
tax will help SUPPORT the Alaska tourism
economy. Communities preferring their own tax

program can opt out of the statewide program.

2. Meet Alaska Water Quality Standards
Alaskans need clean water and healthy fish.
Cruise ships are the only maior polluters not
required to have a discharge permit and meet
ALL Alaska water quality standards. Everyone
else has a permit, no new permitting program
is necessary. Nearly every major cruise line
has felony convictions for dumping, tampering
with pollution control equipment, or falsifying
documents to the Coast Guard. This initiative
places an independent marine engineer
observer on every ship (paid through the
passenger tax) to monitor discharges, inspect
equipment, and verify logbook entries. The
cruise lines have proven they cannot be trusted
to help keep Alaska's waters clean and pro-
ductive.

3. End tax evasion - All legal gambling oper-
ations in Alaska, except those on cruise ships,
pay 1/3 of their profits to charity or in tax.
Lucrative cruise line casino operations in
Alaska pay nothing. Alaska corporations pay
Corporate Income Tax. The cruise industry
lobbied for and was granted a specialized
income tax exemption for revenue from foreign

registered ships. Under the initiative, the
cruise lines will pav the same taxes that local
businesses and U.S. registered vessels pav on
their income and gambling profits.

4. Support local businesses - Since 1994,
Alaska law has required oral and written dis-
closure to passengers by cruise lines when
they receive commissions for promoting
shore-based tours/businesses. Cruise line
promotions are presented as "advice" when
they are really "advertisements." This is
unfair to local businesses that can't afford
the steep, advertising commission. This
initiative will require cruise lines to disclose
the size of their commissions which will help
local businesses compete for tourism dollars.
No local businesses will have to report
anything.

The cruise lines are "selling" Alaska - while
|mPactmg our docks, roads, public facilities,
wildlife, and the quality of our lives. This
initiative will do nothing to turn v:sitors
away; it will help keep our tourism mdustrr
sustainable while protecting the needs of all
Alaskans. The Miami/Vancouver-based
cruise lines make billions in profits by
registering their ships in third world coun-
tries to avoid paying US. it. ome taxes and
wages. The cruise lines can easily afford to
plav by Alaska's rules like everyane else.

Please vote YES on Ballot Measuie 2!
RESPONSIBLE CRUISING IN ALASKA

Gershon Cohen Joe Geldhof
Haines, Alaska Juneau, Alaska

The statement printed on this page is the opinion of the Jut'ons) and is presented as submitted to the Division ol Eleitions 19
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STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION

Vote “No" on Ballot Measure 2
It just doesn't make sense!

Dear fellow Alaskans,

Ballot Measure 2 is a direct attack on Alaska's
economy. It will hurt our tourism industry — a
growing industry and the 4th largest employer
of Alaskans. Additional taxes, lostjobs and
more lawsuits in Alaska are not the answer.
Ballot Measure 2 deserves a "No" vote on
August 22nd.

The Alaska State Chamber of Commerce,
Anchorage Chamber of Commerce, City of
Fairbanks, Associated General Contractors of
Alaska, Southeast Conference, Alaska Travel
Industry Association. Resource Development
Council, Juneau Chamber of Commerce, City of
Skagway and the Ketchikan Chamber of
Commerce and several hundred others all
oppose Ballot Measure 2 hecause it's bad
for Alaska.

Measure 2 will

Mandate four additional new taxes including
a state wide head tax of $50 per person,
$100 per couple, and $200 for an average
famlly of four. Rising oil prices are driving up
the cost of living, which has reduced all travel—
ers’ budgets. Imposing more taxes and fees
on top of the other additional travel costs will
keep tourists away and hurt our economy
instead of helping it.

Force the disclosure of confidential busi-
ness information about Alaska's local small
businesses to competitors including those
in the lower 48. No other business in Alaska is
required to disclose this type of information.
Forced disclosure would reduce the pre pur-
chase of tours and excursions, hurting Alaska
businesses.

Raise costs and discourage tourism to
Alaska. Tourists already pay millions of dollars
in taxes and fees on their plane tickets, hotels,
restaurants, tours and shopping. Additionally,
there are more than 26,000 local jobs provided

by the tourism industry contributing tens of
millions of dollars to our strong economy.
Measure 2 would increase costs, discourage
tourism and reduce spending at our local busi-
nesses.

Open the door and create new motives for
lawyers to file predatory lawsuits. Lawyers
will be allowed to file suit and collect up to 50%
of any fines collected. Out-of-state attorneys
will line up and flood Alaska's court systems
with frivolous lawsuits. The Measure would
even allow individuals to sue the state of
Alaska.

Increase the amount of bureaucratic red
tape, bureaucracy and size of state govern-
ment in Alaska. Measure 2 creates a new layer
of state bureaucracy, red tape, paperwork and
unnecessary government regulations that
don’t provide any additional benefits to
Alaskans or the environment. Increasing the
number of state bureaucrats, cost of state gov-
e nrnent and the amount of red tape doesn't
solve anything.

Tourism is over a 52 billion dollar industry m
Alaska. Attacking the tourism industry through
Measure 2 and attempting to pass more taxes,
unnecessary and redundant government regu-
lations, and tourism disincentives is the wrong
move.

Threatening Alaska’s economy, over 26,000

' local jobs and thousands of small businesses

across the state isn't the answer.

Also endorsing this letter: Mayoi Bob Weinstein,
City of Ketchikan, Chris Anderson, ORSO and
Glaciei BrewFlouse - Anchorage

Vote “No" on Ballot Measure 2.

Carol Fraser
Aspen Hotels of Alaska

Steve Frank
Rivers Edge Resort in Fairbanks

Marc Langland
President Fiscal Policy Council ol Alaska

The statement punted tin this page is the opinion ol lhe authorU) and is presented as submitted lo the Division nl Ileilums.



A bsentee Voting
In Person/By Mail/By Fax/Special Needs Voting

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT ABSENTEE VOTING .
In accordance with Alaska law, any voter may vote before Election Day for am{ reason. You
may vote absentee in person, by mail, by fax or vote a special needs ballot through a

personal representative.
ABSENTEE IN PERSON

beginning on August 7, 2006, you may vote absentee in person at any of the regional elections
offices or other voting sites established by the Division of Elections. Ballots for all 40 drtricts are
available at all regional elections offices. Absentee voting officials will only have ballots for their
house district. On Election Day, these stations will offer absentee in person voting.

ABSENTEE BY MAIL

Absentee ballot applications are available and can be submitted after January 1st of each calendar
year, up to 10 days prior to each election for any state elections during that year. You can request a
ballot for a specific election or for all elections in the year. To receive an absentee ballot by mail, you
must first send an application so that your voter registration can be verified. Apply early to_ensure
timely delivery of your ballot. All absentee by mail ballot applications must be received AT LEAST
10 DAYS prior to the election. Voted absentee by mail ballots must be postmarked on or before

Election Day.
ABSENTEE BY FAX

Absentee by fax should be your last alternative for casting your ballot. You may apply for an
absentee by fax ballot beginning on August 7, 2006 by completing a by fax application. Your
completed application must be received by 500 pm AST on or before August 21. 2006. If you

choose to return your voted ballot by fax, you voluntarily waive aé)oition ofg/our right to a
secret bailor. Voted fax ballots may be returned by fax before 8:00 pm AST on Election

Day and may also be returned by mail, postmarked on or before Election Day.
SPECIAL NEEDS VOTING

A qualified voter who is unable to go to the polls due to age, serious illness or a disability may apply
for a special needs ballot through a personal representative. A oersonal representative can be any-
one over 18, except a candidate for office in the election, the voter's employer, an agent of the
voter’'s employer, or an officer or agent of the voter's union. The personal representative may
obtain a ballot for the voier beginning on August 7, 2006 through August 22, 2006 at any regional
elections office or any absentee voting site. In addition, special needs ballots may be obtained at the
precincts on Election Day.

Contact any Division of Ek :ions office to obtain a by mail or by fax application. For additional
information on by mail and by fax voting, contact the Absentee Voting Section. For information on
in person and special needs voting, contact the regional elections office nearest you. Absentee

voting information is also available online

http://www.elections.state.ak.us

MAIL OR FAX YOUR COMPLETED ABSENTEE BY MAIL BALLOT APPLICATION TO:

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
ABSENTEE VOTING SECTION
619 E SHIP CREEK AVE. #329

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-1677

PHONE: (907) 375-6400 - FAX: (907) 375-6480
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Voter Rights/Assistance While Voting

Primary Election Day is August 22, 2006

The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Election Day. TO
LOCATE YOUR POLLING PLACE PLEASE CALL 1-888-383-8683. IN ANCHORAGE, PLEASE
CALL 269-8633. The following information explains basic voting rights and will help

voters with special needs.

Election information is also available on the Division of Elections' website.
http://www.elections.state.ak.us

ASSISTANCE WHILE VOTING

If you have difficulty voting because of a disability, difficulty reading or writing English, or for any
other reason, you may bring someone to help you at the polls. The person you bring may go into
the voting booth with you and help you vote. This person may be an election official, family
member, friend, bystander, campaign worker, or anyone else who is not a candidate for office in the
election, the voter's employer, an agent of the voter’s employer, or an officer or agent of the
voter's union. This is your right under federal law.

NON ENGLISH SPEAKING VOTERS

Alaska Native and Tagalog language assistance is available at many polling places throughout the
state. Let the Division of Elections know ahead of time if you will need this service when you vote.

HEARING IMPAIRED VOTERS

The Division of Elections has a TTY telecommunications device, which allows hearing impaired
voters to obtain general information about elections by calling (907) 465-3020.

VISUALLY IMPAIRED VOTERS

Magnifying ballot viewers for the visually impaired will be available at all polling places and
absentee voting sites, in addition to touch screen machines, which will offer magnified, high-

contrast and audio ballots.

Audio tape recoidings of the 2006 Primary Election Voter Pamphlet are available from the Alaska
State Library, Talking Book Center, located in Anchorage. Telephone the library at (907) 269-6575

for information.

PHYSICALLY DISABLED VOTERS:

If you have difficulty gaining access to your polling place, or if you have accessibility questions
about youi polling place, please let the Division of Elections know. We make every effort to ensure

that polling places are accessible to all Alaskans.

EMERGENCY ABSENCES:

If you are unable to vote at youi polling place for the Primary Election and did not have time to apply
for an absentee by mail ballot or to vote ahsentee in Ferson, you may be able to vote by fax. The
application period for voting by fax begins on August 7, 2006 and applications must be received

by 5:00 p.m. AST on August 21, 2006.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR WOULD LIKE MOP" INFORMATION ABOUT OUR SPECIAL SERVICES,
PLEASE CONTACT ANY REGIONAL ELECTIONS v FICF.

Region |~ JUNEAU: (907) 465-3021 KENAI:J9078 283-3805
Region Il ANCHORAGE: %907) 522-8683 MAT-SU: (907) 373-8952
Region Il FAIRBANKS: (907) 451-2835

Region IV NOME: (907) 443-5285
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Understanding Ballot Rotation for 2006

For the 2006 Primary Election, the following races will be up for election: U.
Representative, Governor, Lt. Governor, 10 State Senate Districts and 40 State House
Districts. All ballot rotation will take place by State House District.

Candidates for the U.S. Representative, Governor and Lt. Governor races will be placed on
the first ballot (House District 1) in alphabetical order. Then, beginning with the House
District 2 ballot, candidates will rotate by the top candidate moving to the bottom of the
race and all other candidates moving up one position. This rotation will continue throug
all 40 State House District ballots.

Each State Senate District is comprised of two State House Districts. For the 10 State Senate
races, there will be a random draw of the letters of the alphabet to determine the order o
tow the candidates will be placed on the first State House District ballot. For the second
State House District, in which the State Senate District appears, the candidates will rotate
ay the top candidate moving to the bottom of the race and all other candidates moving u
one position.

For the 40 State House District races, there will be a random draw of the letter of the
alphabet to determine the order of how the candidates will be placed on the State House
District ballot.

There will be one random draw of the letters of the alphabet for both the State Senate and
State House District races.

State of Alaska - Division of flections State of Alaska - Division of Elections
Official Ballot Official Ballot
House District 1 House District 2

US Representative Governor or Lt US Representative Governor or Lt
Governor ) Governor

*Apple. Joe Arrtif, jones T i Banana, Maty >Barrow, Margaret

'Banana, Mary Bill low, Margaret Cantaloupe, ‘Susie ) Caribou, lamie

i Cantaloupe “Susn >Caribou, Jamie Apple, |oe >Arctic. Juries

State Senate District A Slate House District | Slate Senate District A State House District 2

- JaCkSon, Henry ) Jack Sltelly. Darby. Meghan t Glenn, Mart

) Darby. Meghan [S,ueen Whitney }Wakeyfield, andne ) Arrow. Dony

SWakefield. S.intlie i Kiny. Joseph >Jackson, Henry >Seward, Doreen

S.ate of Alaska Division of Elections
Official Ballot
House District 3

US Representative Governor or Lt.
Governor
>Cantaloupe, Suste Caribou Jamie
»Apple. Joe Arctic. Jones
>Banana, M.uy Bartow. Margaret

State House District |

>Q'Malley, Gr.ite
y Minnesota. Rachel
>Abbott. Mahie



UON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

STATE OF ALASKA US POSTAGE
PAID

Division of Elections DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
P.O. Box 110017

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0017

TO LOCATE YOUR POLLING PLACE CALL: 1-888-383-8683
In Anchorage: 907-269-8683

R E G I ONA'L ELECTIONS O FF I CES
Region | Elections Office Region Il Elections Office
(House Districts 1-5, 33-36) (House Districts 13-32)

2525 Cambell Street, Suite 100
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2838

Phone: (907) 522-8683

9109 Mendenhall Mall Road, SuiU* 3
P.O. Box 110018
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0018

Phone: (907) 465-3021
Matanuska-Susitna Elections Office

Kenai Elections Office North Fork Professional Building
11312 Kenai Spur Highway, 1700 E. Bogard Road, Suite B102
Suite 45 Wasilla, Alaska 99654

Kenai, Alaska 99611 Phone: (907) 373-8952

Phone: (907) 283-3805

Region IV Elections Office
(House Districts 37-40)
Alaska State Office Building
103 Front Street

P.O. Box 577

Nome, Alaska 99762-0577
Phone: (907) 443-5285

Region Ill Elections Office
(House Districts 6-12)

675 7th Avenue, Suite H-3
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4594
Phone: (907) 451-2835

Election information is also available on the Division of Elections
website at:
http://www .elections.state.ak.us
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Kane
3/28/07

A 7 .J 1K
AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE RAMRAS

TO: HB 164

Page 1, line 4, following "vessels;":
Insert "creating the Alaska ocean protection and enhancement fund and the

Alaska ocean protection and enhancementprogram;"

Page 2, following line 21:
Insert a new bill section to read:
"* Sec. 4. AS 46.03 is amended by adding new sections to read:
Sec 46.03.483. Alaska ocean protection and enhancement fund, (a) The

Alaska ocean protection and enhancement fund is established as a sub-account in the

compliance fund established in

commercial passenger vessel environmental

AS 46.03.482.
(b) The sub-account established in (a) of this section consists of the following,

all of which shall be deposited in the sub-account on receipt:
money received by the department in payment for fees under

(1)

AS 46.03.480(d);

(2) money appropriated to the sub-account by the legislature;

money received by the department from private sources to be

3)

expended on the Alaska ocean protection and enhancement program established in

AS 46.03.484; and
(4) earnings on the sub-account.

(c) The legislature may make appropriations from the sub-account *o
(1) pay for the Ocean Ranger program established in AS 46.03.476;

(2) fund grants under the Maska ocean protection and enhancement
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program established in AS 46.03.484; and
(3) fund the activities of the Alaska Ocean Protection and
Enhancement Advisory Board established in AS 46.03.484(b).
(d) Nothing in this section creates a dedicated fund.
Sec. 46.03.484. Alaska ocean protection and enhancement program, (a)
There is established in the department the Alaska ocean protection and enhancement
program. The commissioner may, in consultation with the Alaska Ocean Protection
and Enhancement Advisory Board established in (b) of this secuon, award grants to
eligible applicants for
(1) studies to assess the effects from vessel traffic on air quality, water
quality, and marine life in and near Alaska marine water and to recommend mitigation

and prevention of adverse effects;
(2) activities to remediate or clean up pollution or debris from vessel

traffic in or near Alaska marine water,
(3) educational programs designed to inform the public about the

importance of maintaining air and water quality standards for Alaska's marine water;

and
other activities that the commissioner determines will foster the

(4)
protection and enhancement of Alaska marine water.
(b) There is established the Alaska Ocean Protection and Enhancement

Advisory Board consisting of not more than seven and not fewer than five members,
as determined by the commissioner. The governor shall appoint the board members.
The governor shall appoint at least two members of the board from nominations
provided by the owners or operators of large commercial passenger vessels and at least
two members from nominations provided by nonprofit corporations eligible to receive
grants under this section. Members of the advisory board serve without compensation
but are entitled to per diem and travel expenses as authorized under AS 39.20.180.

(c) The department shall adopt regulations for the administration of the Alaska
ocean protection and enhancement program, including

(1) additional criteria for eligible applicants and eligible projects;

(2) application forms and deadlines for receiving applications;
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(3) grantevaluation criteria; and

(4) audit and other procedures to ensure proper expenditure of grant

funds.
(d) In this section, "eligible applicant™ means

(1) a nonprofit corporation organized under the laws of this state if the

corporation has been in existence for at least two years at the time of thegrant

application and has as one of its purposes the promotion of air or water quality in
Alaska marine water or the protection of marine life in Alaska marine water;

(2) a municipality that demonstrates potential effects from vessel
traffic in the marine water within the boundaries of the municipality;

(3) an entity under federal law that demonstrates potential effects from
vessel traffic within the areas of subsistence use; or

(4)

effects of vessel traffic in Alaska marine water."

other entities that the commissioner determines are affected by

Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.



Gulfof Alaska Keeper

5933 E 12th Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

March 28, 2007
By: Email

Representative Jay Ramras
Chairman, House Judiciary Committee

Re: Ocean Ranger Legislation

Dear Representative Ramras:

lam Co-director of Gulfof Alaska Keeper (GoAK). GoAK is a 501 c3 non-profit that conducts
large marine-debris remediation projects in Prince William Sound and along the Gulfof Alaska
northern coast. Over the past six years we cleaned hundreds of miles of PWS beaches. Last
season alone, using volunteers and a professional crew, we cleaned 350 miles of coastline around
ail the islands in the Knight Island archipelago, removing 35 tons of plastic debris that filled 46
large dumpsters. We also conducted marine-debris surveys on an additional 300 miles of coast.

Plastic marine debris is a very serious environmental threat that has largely gone unrecognized or
is simply ignored. While generally viewed as an aesthetic problem, or at most a problem that
causes animal deaths via entanglement or by ingestion of plastic items, there is a much more
threatening aspect to plastic marine debris. Plastic is loaded with all sorts of inherent toxic
chemicals, such as phthalates. In addition to plastic’s inherent chemicals, plastic marine debris
floating in the North Pacific Gyre adsorb huge quantities of nasty industrial pollutants emanating
ffom factories in Russia and Asia. These airborne industrial pollutants, including very toxic
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) such as dioxin and PCPs, condensate out over the North

Pacific and settle into the ocean.

Plastic trash from western Pacific Rim countries covers huge patches of the northern Pacific.
Studies indicate that there is 10 times as much plastic by weight in the North Pacific Gyre than
there is phyto and zoo-plankton. Researchers in Japan and from the University of Washington
have discovered that plastic marine debris very efficiently adsorbs nasty chemical toxins,
accumulating loads of POPs on the surface of the plastic that are as much as one million times
higher than the amount of POPs in the surrounding water column. Plastic caught in the North
Pacific Gyre drifts around for years soaking up POPs and other pollutants. The frightening
aspect ofthis's that eventually prevailing currents and winds drive this plastic debris onto
northern Gulfof Alaska and Prince William Sound shorelines. Once on the shoreline, storms
and surfover time grind the plastic into tiny toxic particles that are ingested by small inter-tidal
organisms at the base of the food chain. Scientists around the world are beginning to show that
these toxins then bio-accumulate up the food chain, threatening higher trophic levels including
fish, wildlife and humans. GoAK recently began a project with the UAA chemistry department
to analyze and track this toxicity problem throughout the inter-tidal ecosystem.

As the attached photos illustrate, northern Gulf of Alaska and Prince William Sound shorelines
are flooded with nearly incomprehensible amounts of toxic plastic marine debris, almost all of
which originated from foreign countries or offshore fleets. These photos are ofa massive plastic
debris field on Gore Point, a small finger of land projecting from the southeast Kenai Peninsula

5933 E 12> Avenue, ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99504 « (907) 345-0166 « TELEFAX (907) 770-7678 « EMAIL: chris@alaska.net
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Representative Jay Ramras
March 28, 2007
Page 2

into the Gulfof Alaska. This particular debris field covers 120 000 square yards and is several
feet deep in places. Another nearby debris field is at least twice as big Sadly, this area is on the
shores of Kachemak Bay State Park Wilderness. Storms have driven the toxic plastic debris
deep into the surrounding forest and critical inter-tidal spawning and rearing habitat.

Gore Point is not an anomaly. Similar debris fields inundate northern Gulfof Alaska and Prince
Wi illiam Sound shorelines. The beaches on the Gulfof Alaska side of Montague, Hinchinbrook,
Hawkins, Kayak and other islands are covered with thousands oftons of toxic plastic debris.
GoAK’s primary goal is to remove it all. We also began a marine-debris monitoring program,
establishing monitoring sites throughout the region that will be visited each year so that we can
eventually ascertain the debris accumulation rate and to hopefully identify debris sources.

Each year, hundreds of volunteers donate thousands of hours to GoOAK’s marine debris project.
The Whittier charter fleet donates vessels and time. 1he City of Whittier donates facilities and
disposal of the collected debris. GoAK also has a professional marine-debris remediation crew
that cleans beaches throughout the summer. Even with all of our volunteers and in-kind
donations, this is a very expensive project. We spend the entire year raising money so that we
can afford to keep crews and volunteers in the field during the short summer season. We receive
limited funding from federal, private and foundation grants. However, we must still raise nearly
$300,000 to meet this season’s project goals. Although nearly all of the shoreline that we clean
is State tideland, GoOAK has never received State funding or agency support. NOAA federal
grants require one-to-one matching funds. Some private foundation grants require the same
match. State funding could be used to satisfy the matching grant requirements, thereby
leveraging State funds. GoAK's projected marine-debris remediation budget this season just for
cleaning a few central PWS islands and Gore Point is $500,000. It will cost tens, if not
hundreds, of millions of dollars to clean the northern Gulf of Alaska and Prince William Sound
shoreline. While GoAK will make a valiant effort, the task will be almost impossible to
complete without strong, sustained State financial support. Too much of our time is spent raising
money...time that could be better spent actually removing plastic debris from critical habitat.

GoAK has no position on the Ocean Ranger program itself. However, we strongly believe that if
the money intended for the Ocean Ranger program was instead put into an Environmental Trust
to fund programs such as GoAK’s marine-debris remediation project, it would provide
immediate and far-reaching benefits to Alaska’s critical coastal habitat and dependent
communities. Fish and wildlife, commercial fishermen, sportsmen, hunters, subsistence users,
the tourism industry and many others would directly benefit from this simple reallocation of
funds because the money could be spent to directly protect the resources they all depend upon.
For these reasons, GOAK strongly supports your legislation to reallocate the Ocean Ranger

funding.
Sincerely,
QAnia 3'cdliAtvt
Chris Pallister

Co-director
Gulfof Alaska Keeper



F r om s e a t

GoAK =-Dedicated to cleaning shorelines in Prince W illiam Sound and the GulfofAlaska

May 2006 PWS Cleanup

Ov.-r 100 volunteers collected
over 600 bags of trash and
cleaned 30 miles of shoreline.

GOoAK Needs
Your Help

Since lhe dawn of plastics, immeasurable
amounts of plastics have been dumped into our
oceans worldwide. After driftingfor years in
ocean currents, storms drive the debris onto our
shorelines. Plastic marine debris (MD) is not
only unsightly, but also poses risks to our
intertidal ecosystems.

In the late 1990's, a small, dedicated group

of citizens became alarmed at the increasing

amount of plastics, derelict fishing gear, sty—
rofoam, and other marine debris that is col—
lecting in "pristine" Prince William Sound.

GoAK is Bom

Beginning in 2001, small-scale local cleanups
in Prince William Sound were initiated suc—
cessfully out of Whittier, Alaska. During the
following 5 seasons, volunteers work' d
eastward from Whittier, cleaning apprnxi-
mately 70 miles of sensitive coastal habitat.

Contact: Qiris PalMslar, Co-illractik * Gull ill Alaska Keeper « 00/MOfltwj ¢

During June through August
2006, GoAK collected more
than 35 tons of marine debris.

Gore Petal Serve? Oct 2006

Twice during 21X16, GoAK
surveyed the outer coast -
LOTS of trash observed!

Discovering more and more debris-choked
beaches and faced with the daunting task of
cleaning more than 3500 miles of shoreline in
Prince William Sound alone, the non-profit
Gulf of Alaska Keeper (GoAK) formed in
2005 to expand and fund the program.

2006 and Beyond

In 2006, GoAK launched a highly successful
cleanup of over 350 miles of extremely rug-

Apile of derelict fishing gear awaits re-
moval during the 2006 cleanup on Knight
Island in Prince Wlliam Sound.

In 2007, GoAK plans to tackle
Gore Point —a gargantuan
catcher's mitt of debris.

Naked Island Servey

Oct. 2006, GOAK surveyed
Naked Island as a prelude to
2007 volunteer cleanup.

ged and remote shorelines of the Knight Is—
land archipelago; an equivalent of 40 arge
dumpSterS (75 tonS) of marine debris were

removed from the islands and hauled to
Whittier.

Over 300 miles of beach surveys were con—
ducted in 200b along Knight Island, the outer
coast of Montague Island, western PWS,
Gore Point, and Naked Island. 2007 field
plans include marine debris removal and
further surveying, but the challenge grows
as GoAK focuses effort further away from
immediate land-based resources. We can no
longer rely
primarily
on volun-
teer efforts,

An estimated 100,000 marine
mammals and 2 million seabirds
die each year utter ingesting or

being caught in plastic debris. Given that

(Garrison, Oceanography, 2005) ~MCmajority
of marine
debris

swirls in from the Pacific Ocean, we often
wonder how much more is out there. We
may not be able to eliminate the source, but
through volunteer and funded efforts, we
can do our part to tackle this problem -
starting in our own Alaskan backyard.

ctinaf alaska.nnt



Prjnce W illiam Sound
Cleanup

May 18-20, 2007

Wanted:
Any volunteers (18 years or older) who are
willing to work to help make the Sound
more pristine.

Location of cleunup:
Naked and Peak Islands

Logistics:
Three days, two nights, overnight
camping on the beach, or sleeping on a
boat; limited number of kayakers who want
to work will be accomodated

Departure point:
Whittier at 9 a.m. at the Alaska Seakayakers
in the Triangle area

Transportation:
Sea kayak transporters and other volunteer
vessels (non-refundable deposit of $40 for
beach campers, or $50 for overnight on boat
required to reserve passenger space)

What to bring:
Gloves, layered clothing, rain gear, camping
gear,food and water, serrated knives, garden
shears, pry bars, etc.

For more inform ation or to sign up to help,

contact Chris Pallister at chris@ goak.org
'l vV v
Sponsored by the GulfofAlaska Keeper (GoAK) and the Marine Conservation Alliance Foundation

with supportfrom a hostofother user-groups of PWS
N
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1 ..From Sea to Shining Sea

Gore Pointy Alaska

I n this case, these words of national pride have turned into national shame. The world's

oceans have been used far too long as a dumping grcund. Instead of magically disappearing;
durable gc Js such as this plastic marine debris (MD) fouling a coastal forest floor have come
back to haunt us. While many people shake their heads at sights like this and maybe dig around
in them a bit for “Treasures”; the debris is rarely picked up and hauled away to a proper waste
facility. This particular site in Kachemak Bay State Wilderness Park has accumulated plastic
debris since the beginning of the age of plastics sometime in the 1950’s. There is much more
here than meets the eye, as this debris field is many feet deep. Sadly, it is only one of thousands
of marine-debris sites along Alaska’s vast, rugged, and intricate shoreline.

It is easy to disregard these debris piles as just an aesthetic problem, but it is becoming
increasingly apparent that there is much more to this issue than meets the eye. Plastic products
inherently contain toxic chemicals. Furthermore, plastic drilling for years in the North Pacific
Ocean absorbs industrial pollutants. These toxin loaded plastic items eventually drill ashore
where many animals, such as bears and otters, chew them into small pieces. It is suspected that
this may be a pathway by which toxic chemicals are accumulating in wildlife. In addition, dere-
lict plastic fishing nets and other products such as six-pack rings and masses of ropes, are noto-
rious for ensnaring and drowning many marine mammals. In addition, countless numbers of
seabirds and turtles die gruesome deaths after ingesting small plastic debris.



...From Sea to Shining Sea

w e all contribute to the plastic

MD problem even if unwit-
tingly. Because we all share the blame,
we all have an obligation to clean up
the mess. It isa huge problem that no
organization can do by itself. But,
Gulfof Alaska Keeper (GoAK) is do-
ing everything it can do to combat the
problem inthe Gulfof Alaska and as-
sociated watersheds. GoAK is a
501C3 non-profit group dedicated to
MD removal and other water-quality
issues. One of our primary objectives
is to remove MD from our critical
shoreline habitat.

As these pictures attest, plastic
MD comes in countless forms. Unfor-
tunately, much of it is very labor in-
tensive and time consuming to re-
move. Nets and ropes become entan-
gled with logs and other debris. They
must be laboriously cut away piece by
piece. Additionally, beach sand satu-
rates the weave of the nets and ropes
which quickly dulls or ruins cutting
implements.

Styrofoam is our particular
bane, and it is everywhere. It is easily
broken into thousands of small bits by
wave action and also by animals that
delight in chewing on it. Styrofoam
bits are very difficult to clean up but
because of its propensity for absorbing
toxic chemicals, GoAK believes that
as much as possible needs to be re-
moved. GOAK is experimenting with
techniques to efficiently remove Sty-
rofoam.

Lost Fishing Net

Bear-Chewed Styrofoam Mess

Entangled Plastic Tubing



... From Sea to Shining Sea

E  ven if mankind suudenly

stopped throwing plastic de-
bris overboard, there will always
be storms, floods, and other sorts
of accidents that flush MD into
the oceans. So it is unlikely that
there will soon be an alternative
to manually removing MD from
the intertidal zone.

Good Riddance!

It takes a great deal of
dedication, planning, logistical
support, and funding to make a
significant impact removing MD
from Alaska's vast coastline.
Only through strong financial,
volunteer, and partner support,
can we can continue to make
good progress.

What Can WeDo?

Headedfor the Dumpsters

As an example of mutual
cooperation between cleanup part-
ners, the City of Whittier Alaska
generously donates dumpsters and
landfill fees to the GoAK. MD
Remediation Project. Only with the
help of partners such as Whittier
will we be able to continue our
quest to remove this overwhelming
mess from Alaska’s shorelines.

YetAnother Load



...From Sea to Shining Sea

O  ver the past five years,

GoAK members zealously
cleaned beaches in Alaska’s Prince
William Sound. Over the first four
seasons, using only volunteer labor
and support, over 70 miles of
coastline were cleaned and tons of
debris hauled back to Whittier for
proper disposal. In 2006, recogniz-
ing the need for greater progress,
we combined the popular volun-
teer effort with a professional MD
remediation effort. Concurrent
with the beach cleanup, GoAK
collects dead marine mammals and
seabirds for federal agencies. We
also find and report land- use vio-
lations to the landowners. In addi-
tion, GoAK conducts MD surveys
each season and has established 16
MD monitoring sites which will be
cleaned and quantified every year.
Mostly though we pick up, yank,
tear, pull, cut, and use any other
means available to remove MD
from the water and shoreline. Wc¢
also have to occasionally chase off
a bear or two and tolerate some
lousy weather.

During the 2006 season,
100 volunteers cleaned 30 miles of
shoreline from Bay of Isles on
Knight Island to the northern tip of
Eleanor Island in Prince William
Sound. Our field crew removed all
ofthe MD collected by the volun-
teers then continued cleaning the
rest of the Knight Island Archipel-
ago. After covering nearly 350
more miles of shoreline the GoAK
field crew removed 2,200 bags of
debris that filled 46 large dump-
sters. With additional financial
support, we are excited to think of
what can be accomplished in the
future.

Who

Nick

Are We?

Ted Ryan
The 2006 Field Crew

Bryn Loves the Derelict Nets

Doug
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The FinalPleafor Donations

D uring the course of our cleanups, it

quickly became apparent that an
incredibly wide range ofsources have
contributed to the MD problem. Some
legal, some illegal. Some accidental,
some intentional. These contributors
range from the general public to indus-
tries such as shipping, oil, and fishing.
The plastic products found on our
beaches range from shotgun shells and
fireworks parts to fishing nets, rope, and
everything in between. So, we are send-
ing a plea for funding help to all
sources, both private and industry, to
please help us clean Alaska’s shorelines
and help protect our valuable and critical
intertidal resources. This can be a win-
win situation for all involved. The
world’s commerce can continue as nor-
mal and GoAK will make everybody
look good by using our combined re-
sources to keep our shorelines shining
from sea to shining sea.

Nothing But Net!

¢ iejinifjidrr

Ingotlisland Volunteers

Now WhatDo WeDo?

Contact: Chris Pallistcr
Co-director GoAK
907-345-0166

chris@ goak.org


mailto:chris@goak.org




GulfofAlaska Keeper

5933 E 12lh Avenue

Anchorage, Ala: .a9?'04

March 28, 2007
By: Email

Representative .lay Ramras
Chairman. House Judiciary Committee

Re: Ocean Ranger Legislation

i>ear Representative Ramras:

I am Co-director of Gulf of Alaska Keeper (GoAK). GoAK isa 501 c3 non-profit that conducts
large marine-debris remediation projects in Prince William Sound and along the Gulfof Alaska
northern coast. Over the past six years we cleaned hundreds of miles of PWS beaches. Last
season alone, using volunteers and a professional crew, we cleaned 350 miles of coastline around
all the islands in the Knight Island archipelago, removing 35 tons of plastic debris that filled 46
large dumpsters. We also conducted marine-debris surveys on an additional 300 miles of coast.

Plastic marine debris is a very serious environmental threat that has largely gone unrecognized or
is simply ignored. While generally viewed as an aesthetic problem, or at most a problem that
causes animal deaths via entanglement or by ingestion of plastL items, there isa much more
threatening aspect to plastic marine debris. Plastic is loaded with all sorts of inherent toxic
chemicals, such as phthalates. In addition to plastic's inherent chemicals, plastic marine debris
floating in the North Pacific Gyre adsorb huge quantities of nasty industrial pollutants emanating
from factories in Russia and Asia. These airborne industrial pollutants, including very toxic
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) such as dioxin and PCPs. condensate out over the North

Pacific and settle into the ocean.

Plastic trash from western Pacific Rim coumries covers huge patches of the northern Pacific.
Studies indicate that there is 10 times as much plastic by weight in the North Pacific Gyre than
there is phvto and zoo-plankton. Researchers in Japan and from the University of Washington
have discovered that plastic marine debris very efficiently adsorbs nasty chemical toxins,
accumulating loads of POPs on the surface of the plastic that are as much as one million times
higher than the amount of POPs in the surrounding water column. Plastic caught in the North
Pacific Gyre drifts around for years soaking up POPs and other pollutants. The frightening
aspect of this is that eventually prevailing currents and winds drive this plastic debris onto
northern Gulf of Alaska and Prince William Sound shorelines. Once on the shoreline, storms
and surfover time grind the plastic into tiny toxic particles that are ingested by small inter-tidal
organisms at the base of the food chain. Scientists around the world are be inning to show that
these toxins then bio-aceumulate up the food chain, threatening higher trophic levels including
fish, wildlife and humans. GoAK recently began a project with the UAA chemistry department
to analyze and track this toxicity problem throughout the inter-tidal ecosystem.

As the attached photos illustrate, northern Gulf of Alaska and Prince William Sound shorelines
are Hooded with nearly incomprehensible amounts of toxic plastic marine debris, almost all of
which originated from foreign countries or offshore fleets. These photos are if a massive plastic
debris field on Gore Point, a small finger of land projecting from the southeast Kenai Peninsula

5933 E 12 Avenue, ANCHOKAGI, ALASKA 1»9504 « (907) 345-0166 « TELEFAX (907) 770-7678 « EMAIL; chris@alaska.net
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into the Gulfof Alaska. This particular debris field covers 120.000 square yards and is several
feet deep in places. Another nearby debris field is at least twice as big. Sadly, this area is on the
shores of Kachemak Bay State Park Wilderness. Storms have driven the toxic plastic debris
deep into the surrounding forest and critical inier-tidal spawning and rearing habitat.

Gore Point is not an anomaly. Similar debris fields inundate northern Gulf of Alaska and Prince
William Sound shorelines. The beaches on the Gulf of Alaska side of Montague. Hinchinbrook,
Hawkins, Kayak and other islands are covered with .housands oftons of toxic plastic debris.
GoAK'’s primary goal is to remove itall. We also began a marine-debris monitoring program,
establishing monitoring sites throughout the region that will be visited each year so that we can
eventually ascertain the debris accumulation rate and to hopefully identify debris sources.

Each year, hundreds of volunteers donate thousands of hours to GoAK’s marine debris project.
The Whittier charter fleet donates vessels and time. The City of Whittier donates facilities and
disposal of the collected debris. GoAK also has a professional marine-debris remediation crew
that cleans beaches throughout the summer. Even with all of our volunteers and in-kind
donations, this is a very expensive project. We spend the entire year raising money so that we
can afford to keep crews and volunteers in the field during the short summer season. We receive
limited funding from federal, private >nd foundation grants. However, w'e must still raise nearly
$300,000 to meet this season's project goals. Although nearly all of the shoreline that we clean
is State tideland, GOAK has never received State funding or agency support. NOAA federal
grants require one-to-one matching funds. Some private foundation grants require the same
match. State funding could be used to satisfy the matching grant requirements, thereby
leveraging State funds. GoAK's projected marine-debris remediation budget this season just for
cleaning a few central PWS islands and Gore Point is $500,000. It will cost tens, if not
hundreds, of millions of dollars to clean the northern Gulfof Alaska and Prince William Sound
shoreline. While GoAK will make a valiant effort, the task will be almost impossible to
complete without strong, sustained State financial support. Too much of our time is spent raising
money...time that could be better spent actually removing plastic debris from critical habitat.

GoAK has no position on the Ocean Ranger program itself. However, we strongly believe that if
the money intended for the Ocean Ranger program was instead put into an Environmental Trust
lo fund programs such as GoAK's marine-debris remediation project, it would provide
immediate and far-reaching benefits to Alaska’s critical coastal habitat and dependent
communities. Fish and wildlife, commercial fishermen, sportsmen, hunters, subsistence users,
the tourism industry and many others would directly benefit from this simple reallocation of
funds because the money could be spent to directly protect the resources they all depend upon.
For these reasons. GoOAK strongly supports your legislation to reallocate the Ocean Ranger

funding.
Sincerely,
Qfvd& 3'atfiste\
Chris Pallister

Co-director
Gulfof Alaska Keeper
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Alaska SeaLife Center*
e/niluits t> lhe s«<it

March 27, 2007

Honorable Chairman Jay Ramras
I louse Judiciary Committee
Alaska Staie legislature

House of Representatives
Juneau. AK

Dear Representative Ramras:

I am the Director of the Alaska SeaLife Center. The Center is a private, not-for-profit
organization with the mission of understanding and maintaining the integrity of the marine
ecosystem of Alaska We have structured the organization to accomplish this mission through
four primary mission lines research, rehabilitation, conservation, and education Though some
have mislabeled us the Seward SeaLife Center, our mission is lo support all of Alaska on marine

issues.

Taking on the challenge of dealing with marine ecosystems in Alaska is an enormous task. The
geographic range of our mission is enormous. Understanding marine ecosystems is a complex

challenge The working conditions for our field work can be quite challenging. And, as with a
number of other institutions wc partner with, there arc not enough fiscal resources lo allow us to

do all that could and should be done.

We have long advocated a broader view of funding research, rehabilitation, conservation, and
education programs in Alaska W'c work hard to leverage the dollars we receive and can
generate, but finding long-term, reliable funding streams to support long-term programs is
difficult. We would support the development ofan Ocean Fund lhat would ensure that Alaskan
organizations arc able to compete for funds that support our mission programs that provide a
critical role in helping the State to oversee and manage the use of our marine ecosystems. | can
provide a number of examples as to the types of activities that we engage in that could benefit
from such a program, but I’ll only provide a few examples below.

We have defined needs fcr active research programs on the direct impacts of marine uses on the
ocean itself- from the perspective of the animals that live within it, the communities that
surround and depend on it, and the businesses and industry that use it Wc have the State's only
Marine Mammal Stranding Center, and are first responders along with other agencies in any
individual animal rehabilitation case, mass stranding, or unusual mortality event. We have a
significant investment in the expertise and facilities to conduct these activities, and we need long-
term funding opportunities to ensure that we can keep this unique capacity in Alaska. We have

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR S OFFICE

301 Ruilwuy Avenue « F.0. Uox 1329 « Seward. Al
Phione (907) 224-6349 « Fax (907| 224-63
www.aluxXasealife.org

mku 99664
60
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both formal and informal education platforms within the Center, via distance delivery, and
through outreach programs. New curriculum and programs should be developed to link the next
generation of marine stewards to the real issues that the State faces. We have the skill and the
connections, but lack the resources to develop specific programs on air and water quality issues
and how they relate to the health of the ocean and the marine animals that wc study. We have
almost 150,000 visitors a year that we can educate about marine issues. We have the ability to
tell the message ofhow wed Alaska manages these resources to the rest of the nation, but lack the
funding to develop and market such a program We are actively engaged in marine conservation
and clean up activities. We are building a long-term monitoring program that focuses on the
North Gulf of Alaska region. And the list goes on.

There is much discussion right now about the outcome of a new tax revenue stream that will be
coming into the State through the cruise industry. | would advocate the vision of establishing an
Ocean Fund that could provide a long-term benefit to the understanding and maintaining of the
marine ecosystems of Alaska This would be a unique approach that would bring the contribution
of this industry player and the State together for die long-term good of Alaska. If structured right,
such a fund would be a tremendous leverage point for existing Alaskan organizations that are
working to ensure that our marine resources are well managed. Alaska has already established
the benchmark for the nation as it relates to management of marine ecosystems. This is an
opportunity to take that commitment to the next level. This would allow us broader ability to
ensure wc do things right, to prove it when we do so, and to communicate it to those that need to
and should know

Sincerely,

Scftrock
Executive jDircctor
ifc Center

CcC Senator Gary Stevens
Representative Paul Seaton

aska 99664 2

A01 Kailwas Avenue ¢« P.O. Box 132V « Seward. Al
) 224 6320

I'hone (907) 224 6300 « Fax (907) 224
www alaskaicalifc.org






ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
HOUSE LABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE

REP. KURT OLSON
Rep Mark Neuman, V-Chair Rep. Carl Gatto

Chairman
State Capitol, Room 17 Rep. Jay Ramras Rep. Berta Gardner
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux Rep. Bob Buch

(907) 465-2693 FAX 465-3835

SPONSOR STATEMENT
HB 172

HB 172 will exempt commercial refuse service, the collection and disposal of refuse
materials using dumpsters and wheel containers with a capacity of one cubic yard or
more, from rate regulation by the Regulatory Commission of Alaska (RCA).

Removing rate regulation from commercial refuse service will allow flexibility in
setting rates which will promote innovation as to rates and services and will reduce
costs for commercial customers. Flexibility in setting rates should also assist
commercial refuse utilities and commercial customers in developing integrated waste

stream recycling, diversion and disposal systems.

Removing rate regulation should reduce the cost and administrative burden
associated with the generation, review and maintenance of tariffs. This in turn
should encourage more entrants into the commercial refuse market, benefiting

commercial customers overall.

Removal of commercial refuse rate regulation will promote the public good by
allowing the RCA to utilize the resources now devoted to commercial rate regulation
to more pressing consumer issues. Rate deregulation will not prevent the RCA from
continuing to police the commercial refuse market. The RCA will retain the right to
modify, suspend or revoke a commercial refuse utility Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity for good cause shown. The Commission will also retain
jurisdiction to address and resolve customer disputes and claims that a particular

company is acting improperly.

Alaska has a vibrant, knowledgeable commercial community capable of evaluating
the services and rates offered by commercial refuse utilities. Rate deregulation will
allow market forces to set rates and drive service innovation.



FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note Number HB172-CQM-RCA-04-30-07

Bill Version: HB 172
(S) Publish Date:

STATE OF ALASKA
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision DaterTime (Note if correction): Dept. Affected; Commerce
Title Public Utility Exemption: Refuse RDU Regulatory Commission of Alaska (399)
Component Regulatory Commission of Alaska

Sponsor ~Hcuse Labor & Commerce
Requester House Labor & Commerce Component No. 2417

Expenditures/Revenue* (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted belo
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2008 FY2000  FY20I1  FY 2012  FY 2013 |
(205.6) (205.6) (205.6)

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

" TOTAL OPERATING 258 (@58 (58 (58 (@55 (2058

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | !

ICHANGE INREVENUES (1141 ) | (2056)  (205.6)  (2056)1  (205.6);
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
205.6 205.6 205.6

oA Y EREOBRY Y M9 GRS

(205.6) (205.6) (205.6)

(0561 (20575)L

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) co 0.0
Mark this box (X) i ffundl ng for this bill is mcIuded In the Governor's FY 2008 budget proposal: I I

POSITIONS
Full-time - - -2 -2 -2 -2

Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page ifnecessary)

This legislation would exempt commercial refuse service providers from economic regulation by the RCA. This exemption could be
eliminated if the subscribers representing 25 percent of a utility's gross commercial refuse service revenues petition the RCA for
regulation. This legislation would only impact refuse providers with annual gross revenues over S300 O; refuse utilities with $300 O or
less in annual gross revenues are currently exempt from economic regulation under AS 42.05.711(i) unless the subscribers

representing 25 percent of a utility's gross revenues petition the RCA for regulation.

Alaskan refuse providers grossing over S300 O annually reported 29.4 million dollars in annual revenues from commercial refuse
service in 2006. resulting in in RCC payments of approximately $205 6 during FY 2006

The RCA's budget is funded through (RCC) and direct charge mechanisms, with a current statutory RCC cap of 0.7%. The RCC is
recalculated each year and allows the agency to recover its operating costs through an assessment on revenues of regulated utilities
and pipeline earners. Utilities exempt from economic regulation by the RCA do not pay RCCs, but may be required to pay the actual
costs of services provided by the RCA.

Phono 907 276.6222

Prepared by: Kate Giard, Chair

Division Regulatory Commission of Alaska Date/Time 4/3C/07 6:03 PM
Approved by Emil Notti, Commissioner . Date 4/30/2007
Agency Commerce. Community, andEconomic Development
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Date Referred to Committee: May 3,2007 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance

Date of Committee Action: m~A . T/Trfr

The JUDICIARY Committee considered: HB 172

HOUSE BILL NO. 172 PUBLIC UTILITY EXEMPTION: REFUSE

"An Act exempting certain commercial refuse services from regulation under tlke Public Utilities Regulatory Act
and providing for termination of that exemption."
Recommends it be replaced with [ JHCS 0F [ JCS for ( )
For Senate Bills with new title: [ J Technical Title 1 ] New Title: HCR ( ]Same Title [ JNew Title

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to Committee
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*AaanKned by Chief Clerk’s Office List by Dept(s):
List by Dept(s): *FN# Fiscal Indet.  Zero Y Depts):

Signing with recommendations printed Last Name
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Chair
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Regulatory Commission of Alaska
701 W. 8* Avenue, Ste 300
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Chainnan-Kate Giard

FAX 276-0160

Dear Ms. Giard:

The Anchorage Home Builders Association is writing you in support o f deregulation with
regards to the refUse industry.

History has demonstrated that there is no benefit to reMilation; industry is able to operate
effectively without regulation. Deregulation allows sr more competitors to operate on
an erven playing field and the competitive bidding process is not slowed waiting tor the
commission to approve special contracts. This change it would free up the RCA to focus

on higher priority issues.

We appreciate your consideration of our viewpoint and if we can be of any further
assistance in this matter, please contact us.

Sincerely,

EricSckach

President
Anchorage Home Builders Association

“Building Better Places to Live, Work and Play”
ANCHORAGE HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

8301 Schoon Street, Suite 200 » Anchorage, AK 99518 « (907) 522-3605 * Fax (907) 522-3757
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M unicipality ofAnchorage

To. KXUtfO = Alatkt WSId”™OU) « T>kphonc: (9071 ,W -« 61 «Ph* (907) HtdMrm hUi*/Am-«v.*mml.iifX

Mayor Mark Begich Office ofthe Mayor
February 8,2007

Commissioners
Regulatory Commission of Alaska

RE: Docket R-06-10

On January 10, 2007, Alaska Pacific Environmental Services Anchorage, LLC d/b/a
Alaska Waste (“Alaska Waste”) filed comments with the Regulatory Commission of
Alaska (“Commission") requesting support for their proposal to amend Alaska law to
exempt commercial refuse service from economic regulation. In Order No. 4 dated
January 19,2007 the Commission invited comment on Alaska Waste’s proposal.

The Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) does not objectto this proposal, based on its
understanding set out below.

AS 29.35.050 authorizes the Municipality to provide by ordinance for residential
and commercial refbsc services within its boundaries. The Anchorage Municipal
Code, Section 26.70.030, requires use Ofthe municipal collection and disposal
system within the former City of Anchorage'boundaries (subject to exceptions
authorized by the MOA. The Commission has recognized this municipality in its
certificate of public convenience and necessity and other proceedings. | note that
the portions of AS 42.05 regarding certificates would not he affected by the
proposed amendment.

If a bill is introduced in the Alaska Legislature containing this amendment, the
Municipality will track the language through the committee process to ensure that its
refuse utility operations remain unaffected.

| appreciate the oppoi iunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Mark Begich
Mayor

cc: Jon Rubini. Alaska Waste

Community, Security, Prosperity
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Sapyt Corporation 3
2525 Blueberry Road, Suit* #106 07 FED-B PH 3=36

Anchorage, AK 99503

February 8,2007
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Regulatory Commission of Alaska
701 West Eighth Avenue, Suite 300
Anchorage, AK 99501

Re: R-06-10, Order NO. 4

Dear Commissioners:

The purpose ofthis letter is to represent the support o f Sagaya Corporation for the
proposal to exempt commercial refuse haulers from regulation by the RCA.

The commercial refuse hauling industry is a competitive business in Anchorage.
We feel that Sagaya Corporation, as well as many other businesses, would be enhanced
and benefit from an unregulated, competitive commercial refuse hauler marketplace. As
a result o fexemption of this service, our business will be able to choose a service across
all available companies which we feel is to our benefit. As a commercial customer and
successful business operator we are capable of selecting a provider and managing this
type ofservice and value the ability to do so. Due to the relatively minimal infrastructure
involved and low cost ofentry, protection from refuse hauling monopolies by

government is not required nor necessary.

As a consumer, having a choice allows us to control price and quality as we deem
necessary. | strongly encourage the Commission to focus its energy on the other more
pressing issues and deregulate the commercial refUse service.

Sincerely
Sagaya Corporation,

Paul Reid
Owner
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Entech Alaska, LLC
440 E. 100th Avenue
Anchorsa*, Alaska 896i5

February 7,2007

Regulatory Commission of Alaska
701 West Eighth Avenue, Suite 300
Anchorage, AK 99501

RE: R-06-10, Order NO. 4

Dear Commissioners:

The purpose of this letteris to forward the support of Entech Alaska LLC for the proposal
to exempt commercial refuse haulers from regulation by the RCA.

The commercial refuse hauling industry can be a very competitive business in
Anchorage. Ourbusiness, Entech Alaska LLC, in addition to many others, can enjoy the
benefits of an unregulated, competitive commercial reftise hauler marketplace. We will
be able to shop price and service across all available companies, notjust the few that
choose not to serve many. Most commercial customers are successful business operators
who are very capable of selecting a provider and managing this type of service. Because
there is relatively minimal infrastructure involved and a low cost of entry, the protection
from itsfhse hauling monopolies by government is notrequired. From the perspective of
a consumer, having a choice allows us to control price and quality. | encourage the
Commission to focus its energy on its other more pressing issues and deregulate the

commercial reftise service.

Sincerely,

Wilson Hughes
Member
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Freedom Refuse

(907)244-3041
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Regulatory Cornnjiwjoo of Alaska
701 W c« Blghtk Avem™* Suite 300
Anebotaget, Alaak* 99501

RE: R-06-10, Order NO. 4

Dear Commissioners:

When 1 firaC started Freedom Rrfhsc, W w e Maaagcrncat would u»e predatory pricing pcacticea. Am
| would approach potential customers with my rates, Waste Management (WM) would oflfer these
cm oaw substaatudprice reduoriow. Among other methods, they would do this by dropping the
rent on the container completely or rcck«jfyi»g their refhse type io a lower das*. Even though WM
waa able to snhtfartiany alow down my growth rate;, the tariffkqptthem from being able to put me

out ofbuxines*.

The consumerdc vcato be able tt expectto pay the same rate as Ha ootapetitor for the same refuse
service. Allowing  big businesses to charge drastically differeac rate* depending cd who their
competition hat approached is unfair to the consumers that arc competing with each other. Thc tariff

helps ieduce this.

The oust o fadministering this program could be reduced by allowing each refuse company to charge
thrir tariffjoat by giving a 30 day notice and eliminating the justification process. (This is bow it
mod to be and it worked well) This keeps it fair for Ac consumer and competitors and reduces the

adminfatnrtfaa com.
Freedom Refine is opposed to total deregulation is the interest of Sur competition and fair consuma-
practices.

Thanks for your consideration in this matter,

Don N. Hanks, Owner
P. O. Box 772059
Eagle River, Alaska 99577
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Alaskans for Utter

Prevention and Recyclin

- Keeping Alaska Beautlfui REQEJYEQ
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February 7, 2007

. Regulatory Commission of Alaska
3* A .
Anchorage, AK 99501 K

RE: R-06-10, Order No. 4 o
Dear Commissioners,. ) . i
*

The purpoee oftie letter b»tg offor ALPARZ su ortforth oual to exempt
coml% r%aﬁ re{uae prov?dens from regula%on by %ur comm?sg{or%) d

The derePulanon ofcommermal rates will aiow row%ers %0 Create d|ff rent|a| ncmg

S

rovide enhanced rec \m services and gptions, the n varjable rate
pr vide Incentivesto recy |n8 Wlﬁ be ﬁeybu(igmgamore mtegr ¥ed an sustamaﬁ
system.
Dere%ulatmn would free up time.end resources, that husinesses couw d%/ote to higher
”Of les such as ¢ tomerserwce% %r%?t|n é)ulfisee attF|Sﬁueoi3
ublic Interest Is su@uentla/served roug iEO osed clause that would
ercent of the provider's customers to petition the RCA to reinstate'regulatidn.

Forthe above’ re%sgns | bell deﬁle éhe be?t Interests of customers, refuse haulers, and the
commission would be Served by deregulation.

Sincerely,

MaryRsffer *
Executive Director
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ASSOCIATED GENERAL CONTRACTORS ofALASKA
February 5,2007

Regulatory Commission of Alaska
701 West Eighth Avenue, Suite 300
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Re: R-06-10, Order No. 4 St

To whom it may concern:

The Associated General Contractors of Alaska recognizes that regulation ofpublic
utilities provides s useful function and a nECCS3R,y public protection in many instances. In
die opinion of AGC, however, regulation does not seem to be necessary for the
commercial refuse hauling industry because it is nota conventional public utility service.
As significant infrastructure is not required, this business provides an opportunity for
competition with relatively modest capital investments. Many AGC members have
ample hauling options for their offices and jobsites including hauling their own refbse.

In reality, the current regulatory requirements may be a barrier to entry for the smaller
companies and become a limiting factor to growth. |ffirms ate able to get burdensome
and expensive regulttory approval process, they are faced with the on-going the reporting
requirements. This would seem to be an additional operating expense that seems
unnecessary, provides little consumer protection, and drives up the cost o f service.

AGC believes it is in the best interests of commercial customers, refuse haulers, and your
commission to cease deregulation of commercial refuse service.

Sincerely,

Richard Cattanach
Executive Director

ANCHORAGB
8005SCHOON STRBBT « ANCHOKAGR AK 99518 FAIRBANKS
TfILEPHONB (907) 561-:5354 « FAX (907) 562r6118 PO. BOX 60003« FAIRBANKS, A |. 99706
http://i]**JcA-*gcorg TELETHONH (907) 4521809 « FAX (907) 4-~599
Email: 6urbank»agc*tcjalaaka.net

Email: mfcxOsgcalc.org
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ALASKA CENTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

807 0 Street Suite 100
Anchorage Alaska 99501

February 8,2007

Regulatory Commission of Alaska
701 West Eighth Avenue, Suite 300
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Re: RCA request for Public Comments on R-06-10

Commissioners:

I am writing to support the request for economic deregulation submitted by
Alaska Waste for commercial refuse activities.

Alaska Center for the Environment (ACB) is Alaska’s largest state-based
conservation group, with over 7,000 members. ACE has been very active in promoting
recycling in Anchorage for mo:' of its 35 year existence. We founded Anchorage’s first
recycling center, and have worked with city and private entities over the years to improie

services to the community.

While consumer protection is a primary concern and a valuable role that the RCA
plays in may important sectors, a couple of unique factors related to Alaska Waste's
proposal have convinced me that itis in the community’s best interest and merits support.

Regarding the potential for price manipulation and other negative outcomes of
deregulation, I find the clause in Alaska Waste’s proposal which provides for re-

regulation to be satisfactory:

Notwithstanding AS 42.05.712 (b) and (g), if subscribers
representing 25 percent of the gross revenue of the utiliry petition the
commission for regulation, the utility is subject to the provisions of

this chapter ..

I would also note that Alaska Waste's predecessor, Waste Management, was not
subject to regulation; and diis lack of regulation did not produce the types of problems

that would be of concern in this case.
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More importantly, however, | understand that this proposal is an important step to
provide flexibility to Alaska Waste in helping Anchorage move toward integrated waste
management. Most communities of our size have sophisticated commercial and
residential recycling, reduction and reuse programs. They are often able to offer these
services by using their equipment, stuffand rate setting in a coordinated fashion to movo
customers to reduce and recycle. An integrated waste and recycling program Miill require
that major haulers like Alaska Waste to have flexibility, creativity, and die ability to
structure incentives lo make a community-wide recycling effort successful.

In summary, | urge the Commission to support economic deregulation of Alaska
Waste, Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Randy Virgin
Executive Director



NlaskalW aste

Reasons for Commercial Refuse Deregulation by the RCA
April 12,2007

(1) Alaska is one of on'y three states in the nation with commercial refuse
regulation.

(2) Because there is no significant infrastructure involved, the business provides
an opportunity for competition without investing in a lot of capital.

(3) Commercial consumers have options, including the ability to haul their own
refuse. Most commercial customers are successful operators and are very
capable of managing this type of service.

(4) Continued regulation of residential refuse service is in the public interest, but
the Commission does not need to spend its resources to protect commercial
consumers like Fred Meyer, Walmart, and Burger King.

(5) Over the last 10 years there have been periods of regulation and deregulation.
During the period of deregulation the industry has proven its ability to provide
a fair price and competitive opportunities for small businesses without any

abuses.

(6) Deregulation provides for an even playing field for competitors and creates
alternatives for commercial customers.

(7 Deregulation enhances the potential for recycling and reuse alternatives
because it allows competitors to offer differential services and rates based on

diversion and reduction goals.

(8) The current regulations are actually a barrier to small companies and become
an impediment to growth beyond a certain level. Ifthey are able to get
through the regulatory approval process, then the reporting requirements are
burdensome and they are forced into a cost model which encourages

inefficiency.

(9) Monitoring and enforcing the rate requirements becomes extremely difficult
especially when other more pressing issues need the RCA’s attention and
limited resources. This commercial deregulation would free up staff time and
ultimately the Commission’s time to devote to higher priorities.

(10) The RCA retains the authority to impose regulation should the outcome 0f
deregulation prove unfavorable. In addition, the existing statute retains the
right for re-regulation of the industry through the customer petition.

Alaska Pacific Environmental Services Anchorage, LLC dba Alaska Waste
6301 Rosewood St. Anchorage, AK 99518
907-563-3717 Fax 907-273-2797
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State now overseeing garbage collection
By Brio Lrtyi
Published February 18.2007

Garbage plokup scrvioe for commercial customers in Fairbanks will now be regulated by the state.

The Regulatory Commission of Alaska decided on Thursday that University Reftise, LLC, which
provides trash pickup around Fairbanks, has “insufficient competition™ in the commercial pickup market

around Fairbanks.

"We’re not a monopoly. We're just the most active,” University RefUse Manager Larry Kelly said.

The commercial monopoly dates to last December, when Alaska Waste, a garbage company based in
Anchorage, decided to acquire the assets of University Refliae, rather than enter the local market as a

competitor.

The RCA also decided to continue regulating University Refuse’s residential service.

University Refuse began offering service in 2003.

The company bought out the local customer base of Waste Management, a national company doing
business as Star Sanitation, last September, making it by far the largest provider of residential garbage

pickup in the Fairbanks North Star Borough.

Although three companies hold a certificate to offer residential garbage pickup in the borough, one of
those companies, Interior Services, does not do enough business to be considered competitive in the
market, and another, Trash Talk, stopped providing service in 2005, leaving University Refuse with a

"practical” monopoly in Fairbanks, according to the RCA ruling.

Kelly said the regulation will not lower rates.

Contact staffwriter Eric Lidjl at 459-7504 or elldji*newsminer.com.

TRIS article may be a ce sed online fat httg l/Be mir rcom/2007/02/18/531%
This rtlcels alorlg fed rog:er} cIJbItt '|a(|)r0% S Dally News Mlner nautnorised reProductlon of this article other

tan or erso }?m er |ssgon for republication In any form, pJsaia contact ths
News- MI ISit ttp/ newsfminer.oomyoontact/ for more informetion.
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Alaskans for Litter
Prevention and Recycling

Keeping Alaska Beautiful

APR 10,0,

April 3, 2007

Rep. Kurt Olson, Chair _

Rep. Mark Neuman, Vice Chair
House Labor and Commerce Committee
Alaska Leg?|slature

State Capital
Juneau, AK 9980 M 182

RE HB 172

Dear Rep. Olson and Rep. Neuman, |

The purpose of this letter is to comment on HB 172 as it pertains to ALPAR's initial letter
of support of the Regulatory Commission's docket R-06-10, Order No. 4 regarding

deregulation of commercial refuse services.

ALPAR has reconsidered it's position and, in light of a new effort by the Municipality of
Anchorage to evaluate the current system for recycling in Anchorage and make
recommendations for upgrades in sérvices, we have adopted a neutral position with
regards to the issue of deregulation of commercial refuse services at this time.

Sincerely,

Mary Fishs
Executive Director

907& 274-3266
PO. Box 200393 FAX (907) 274-8023
E mall: alparttgci net

Anchorage, Alaska 99520 Q (ifOcriffy lectl)
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HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 120
(907) 465-4990

COMMITTEE MEMORANDUM
MEMBERS
Date: March 27, 2007
Rep. Jay Ramras To: Represe_ntative Kevin Meyer _
Chairman Co-Chairman House Finance Committee
Room, 118

From: Representative Jay Ramras

(907) 465-3004
Chairman House Judiciary Committee

Rep. Nancy Dahlstrom
Vice-Chairman Re:
Room 409
(907) 465-3783

CSHB175(JUD) 25-LS0619\E

Rep. John Coghill Accompanying this memo, please find the referral-file for CSHB175(JUD).
Room 2 14

(907) 465-3719 Attached are the following documents:

« CSHB175(JUD) 25-LS0619\E

Rep. Bob Lynn e Sponsor Statement
Room 104 e DOT 0 Fiscal Note
(907) 465-4931 « HJUD Committee report

» Fax to leg. legal re: changes
e HB175 25-LS0619YA

e Support

¢ Relevant Statutes

Rep. Ralph Samuels
Room 204
(907) 465-2095

Rep. Max Gruenberg
Room 110
(907) 465-4940

Rep. Lindsey Holmes
Room 405
(907)465-4919
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 175(JUD)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE JOHNSON

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 || "An Act relating to the prohibition of the exercise of the power of eminent domain

2

3

4

5

(2]

10
1
12
13
14

I against a recreational structure for the purposes of developing a recreational facility or
| project.”

| BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

|| * Section 1. AS 09.55.240(e) is amended to read:

(e) The power of eminent domain may not be exercised for the puipose of
[ developing a recreational facility or project if the property to be acquired includes an
[ individual landowner's personal residence or recreational structure or that portion of
an individual's property attached to and within 250 linear feet of an individual

[ landowner's personal residence or recreational structure unless the landowner

Il consents either before or after a condemnation proceeding has been filed.

I *Sec. 2. AS 09.55.240(h)(3) is amended to read:
(3) "personal residence" means a structure that is the dwelling place of

[ an individual that

-1- CSHB 175(JUD)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(A) must be used by the owner or beneficiary of a trust holding

legal title to the structure as a dwelling unit, as opposed to a rental, storage, or

other commercial space;
(B) must be inhabited by the owner, prior owner, or beneficiary

of a trust holding legai title to the structure for at least 90 days during the 12-

month period immediately before the date an action for the exercise ofthe

power of eminent domain is filed;
(C) must constitute an ordinary home for general living

purposes [, AS OPPOSED TO A DWELLING USED ONLY FOR

SEASONAL RECREATIONAL OR TEMPORARY PURPOSES]; and

(D) may not have been constructed, placed, or occupied for the

purpose of avoiding eminent domain proceedings;

* Sec. 3. AS 09.55.240(h) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read;

(6) "recreational structure” means a permanent structure that is used by

theownerof or beneficiary of a trust holding legal title to the structure as a dwelling

forseasonalrecreati onal purposes.

-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(A) must be used by the owner or beneficiary of a trust holding

legal title to the structure as a dwelling unit, as opposed to a rental, storage, or

other commercial space;
(B) must be inhabited by the owner, prior owner, or beneficiary

of a trust holding legal title to the structure for atleast 90days during the 12-

month period immediately before the date anaction for the exercise of the
power of eminent domain is filed;
(C) must constitute an ordinary home for general living

purposes [, AS OPPOSED TO A DWELLING USED ONLY FOR

SEASONAL RECREATIONAL OR TEMPORARY PURPOSES]; and

(D) may not have been constructed, placed, or occupied for the

purpose of avoiding eminent domain proceedings;

* Sec. 3. AS 09.55.240(h) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read;

(6) "recreational structure" means a permanent structure that is used by |j

the owner of or beneficiary of a trust holding legal title to the structure as a dwelling

for seasonal recreational purposes.

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



A laska Stat¢te Legislature

Session:
Slate Capitol Building. Room 126
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Phone (907) 465-4993

Interim
716 Wes! 4'h Avenue, Suite 640
Anchorage. Alaska 09501
Phone (907) 269-0200
Fax (907) 269-0204
Hep_Craig_Johnson@Ilegis,stale ak us

Fax (907) 465-3872
Toll-Iree (866) 465-4993

Representative Craig Johnson
[lousi Distkic i 28

Sponsor Statement

House Bill 175

An Act further limiting the exercise of eminent domain.

HB 175 strengthens the individual’s property rights by protecting privately owned
recreational structures from the exercise of eminent domain for recreational

purposes.

Eminent domain is an important right of the government. However, it should only
be used for the most judicious of purposes, and every effort should be made to
minimize its impact to the right of the individual to own private property.

AS 09.55.240 limits the government's authority to exercise eminent domain and
seize personal residences by clearly outlining its legitimate use (namely the
construction and/or expansion of roads, schools, and public buildings) and by
prohibiting its exerc se for the purpose of economic development or to generate
Increased government revenues.

HB 175 affords privately owned recreational structures the same protection from
government seizure already granted to personal residences in AS 09.55.240.

The right to own private property is one |jf the most important rights of Alaskans.
By prohibiting government seizure of Envately owned recreation; | structures for
recreational purposes, HB 175 strengi]t ens that right and ensures the continued
use of land in the greatest of ways - that of private ownership.

Co-Chair, House Resources Committee
Member of Rules. Slate Affairs. Transportation Committees



FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note Number: HB175-DOT-ADM-Q3-09-07

STATE OF ALASKA
HB 175

2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version:
OPublish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected DOT&PF

Title Eminent Domain; Recreational Structures ‘RDU Administration and Support
Component Commissioner's Office

Sponsor Rep. Johnson

Requester House JUD Component No. 530

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010  FY 2011  FY 2012  FY 2013

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES r_ |
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollarr

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) co
Mark this box() X) if funding for this bill is Included in the Governors FY 2008 budget proposal: !

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
There is no fiscal impact on the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities.

Phone 465-4772

Prepared by: ~ Mary Siroky
Date/Time 3/09/07 3:00pm

Division Commissioner’s Office
Approved by:  Nancy Slagle. Director Division of Administrative Support Date 3/9/2007
Agency Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

(Rvisd 9182006 OVH Page 1of 1



HOUSE COMMITTEE REPC
)

Dale Referred to Committee: March 5,2007 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance

Date of Committee Action: _

The JUDICIARY Committee considered: HB 175

HOUSE BILL NO. 175 EMINENT DOMAIN; RECREATIONAL STRUCTURES

"An Act relating to the prohibition of the exercise of the power of eminent domain against a recreational
structure for the purposes of developing a recreational facility or project.”

Recommends it be replaced with ( JHCS or |\/fcSfor__ 1
For Senate Bills with new title: 1 J Technical Title f JNew Title: HCR Same Title | ] New Title

[ ] attach amendments
[ 1 add new referral to Committee
[ ] Letter of Intent Committee

stor NEW FISCAL NOTES PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES
for *Assigned by Chief Clerk’s Office List by Dept(s): ~ FN#  Fiscal  Indet.  Zero

. List by Dept(s): *FEN#  Fiscal Indet.  Zero
ADM

CED t)O T

cor
CRT
EEO
DEC
DFG
GOV
HSS
LWF
LAW
LEG
MVA
DNR
DPS
REV
DOT
UA

Signing with recommendations brimed Lait Name

Chair;

Chair;



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Representative Jay Ramras Committee Members:
Chairman Representative Nancy Dahlstrom,
(907) 465-3004 Vice-Chairman
Fax:(907)465-2070 Representative John Coghill
Representative_Jay Ramras@legis.state.ak.us Representative Bob Lynn

Representative Ralph Samuels
1292 Sadler Way, Suite 324 Representative Max Gruenberg
Fairbanks, AK 99701 Representative Lindsey Holmes

State Capitol, Room 120
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

To: Don Buulock

Fax #: 2029 Number of pages including cover:

From: Jane Pierson
Date: March 15. 2007

Re: JUD CSHB 175

Don.

Please raft a JUD CS for 11B175 for tomorrow's meeting. | will need the following
changes:

P. 2. L. 14. After "Means a” insert "permanent”

P.2. LI5 after purposes [.] insert "must be used by the owner or beneficiary ofa trust
holding legal title to the structure.”


mailto:Representative_Jay_Ramras@legis.state.ak.us
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ANCHORAGE BOARD 20000 Sard Averie
OF REALTORS® INC. fchorege, floska 8503
REALTCR  The\lofor Ron Estate*In Anchorage E ;;563—6476Fax

March 13,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House of Representatives

Suite Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

The Anchorage Board of REALTORS® with over 900 members supports House Bill
175, which relates eminent domain and recreational structures.

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part ofone's primary residence

for recreational opportunities ofanother.

Wc favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes which are very

common throughout Alaska.

The Anchorage Board encourages the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,

Art Clark
ABR President

nug%(/{N*\g*mMmmmm *wf »lWN%O*dtW
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March 13, 2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House of Representatives

State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational
structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

The Alaska Association of REALTORS with over 1,600 members statewide
supports House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational

structures.

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain

legislation which defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's
private property for economic development and whether it is appropriate to
take all or part of one% primary residence for recreational opportunities of

another.

We favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the
definition of primary residences to include recreational structures and
second homes, which are very common throughout Alaska.

The Association encourages the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,

.Janice Strong
mAlaska Associafion of Realtors
Secretary for the Board of Directors
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March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House of Representatives

State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise ofeminent domain, recreational structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

As a member of Alaska Association of REALTORS® with over 1,600 members
statewide, | support House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational

<-rucrres.

The government should not be able to confiscate private property!

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence

for recreational opportunities ofanother.

| favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes, which are very

common throughout Alaska.

Please support the passage of House Bill 175.

03
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March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol Building

Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise o f eminent domain, recreational structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

As a member o f Alaska Association of REALTORS® with over 1,600 members
statewide, [ support House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational

structures.

The government should not be able to confiscate private property!

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part o f one’ primary residence

for recreational opportunities ofanother.

I favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes, which arc very

common throughout Alaska.

Please support the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,

02
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March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol Building

Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 17S, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

As a member of Alaska Association of REALTORS® with over 1,600 members
statewide, | support House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational

structures.

The government should not be able to confiscate private property!
Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which

defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person’'s private property for economic
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence

for recreational opportunities o f another.

I favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes, which are very

common throughout Alaska.

Please support the passage o f House Bill ]75.

W hire
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ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS, INC.

4205 Minnesota Drive  Anchorajr. Alaska 99503

Telephone (907) 563-7133  Pax (907) 561 1779
www alaskarealtore com

REALTOR®

March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol Building

Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE£: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

The Alaska Association of REALTORS® with over 1,600 members statewide supports
House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational structures.

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person’s private property for economic
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence

for recreational opportunities of another.

We favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes which are very

common throughout Alaska.

The Association encourages the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,

Judy Cloud
AAR President
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March 12, 2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol Building

Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

I am writing to you in support of House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and
recreational structures.

I wholeheartedly supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which defined
whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic
development. HB 175 will protect our citizens by including recreational structures and
second homes in this protection. One ofthe great aspects of this state is the ability to get
out and enjov the beauty of our land and the wildlife that live tbere. Many people own
recreational property to do just that, and it is simply unfair for anyone to be able to take

this away for the gain of another.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this subject. | sincerely appreciate your
support of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,
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March 12,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House of Representatives

State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise ofeminent domain, recreational structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

As a member of Alaska Association of REALTORS® with over 1,600 members
statewide, | support House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational

structures.

The government should not be able to confiscate private property!

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence
for recreational opportunities o f another.

lfavor this consumer protection legislation because it would chauge the definition of
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes, which are very

common throughout Alaska

Please support the passage of House Bill 175.



MAR-13-2007 TUE 11:48 AH RE/MAX OF JUNEAU

FAX NO. 907 789 1619

March 12.2007

Tbe Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House o f Representatives

State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

As a member of Alaska Association of REALTORS® with over 1,600 members
statewide, I support House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational

structures.

The government should not be able to confiscate private property!

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation which
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person’s private property for economic
development and whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one’ primary residence

for recreational opportunities of another.

| favor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes, which are very

common throughout Alaska.

Please support the passage o f House Bill 175.

Sincerely,

. 04



A FirstAmerican
Title Insurance Company

March 12, 2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol Building

Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise of eminent domain, recreational structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

First American Title currently has offices in 10 communities’ through-out the State of
Alaska. Our offices assist in the facilitation of, in excess of 10,000, real estate
transactions, involving Alaskan property owners, each year. Many of those transactions

include, what could be considered, recreational properties.

Last session, | supported HB 318, which addressed the issue of ‘taking’ a property
owner’s private property for economic development and whether it is appropriate to take
all or part ofone's primary residence to enhance the recreationalopportunitiesof another.

1 favor this consumer protection, legislation because it correctlyidentifies primary
residences to include recreational structures and second homes.

I support the passage of House Bill 175.

Sincerely,

3035 C Stract, Anchorage. AK 99503
orncr 907.551.1844 . fax 907.541.1948
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March 13,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House o f Representatives

State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 175, relating to the exercise o f eminent domain, recreational structures

Dear Representative Johnson,

The Alaska Association o f REALTORS® with over 1,600 members statewide supports
House Bill 175, which relates eminent domain and recreational structures.

Last session the Association supported HB 318, the eminent domain legislation whi*h
defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person's private property for economic
development and whether it Is appropriate to take all or part of one's primary residence

for recreational opportunities of another.

Jfavor this consumer protection legislation because it would change the definition of
primary residences to include recreational structures and second homes which arc very

common throughout Alaska.

The Association encourages the passage of House Bill 175.

Dawn Burton ©
Realtor
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March 13,2007

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska House of Representatives

State Capitol Building
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: House Bill 175, Relating to the exercise of Eminent Domain and recreational structures

Dear Rcp.Johnson:

I would like to express my support for House Bill 175. Since HB 318 passed during the last
legislative session and defined whether or not it is appropriate to take a person’s private property
for economic development and also whether it is appropriate to take all or part of one’s primary
residence for recreational opportunities of another, it seems that HB 175 is simply a "house-
keeping" step to include recreational structures and second homes in the definition of primary

residence.

| favor HB 175 since | believe it is something that is needed for consumer protection and would
simply change the definition of primary residences in Alaska to include recreational structures and
second homes, which as you know, arc very common throughout our State.

i encourage the passage of House Bill 175. Thank you for your kind consideration.

Bonnie M. Aulabaugh, GRI
Associate Broker

&im.mw 202 Center Avenue, Suite 101 Kodiak, Alaska 99615
Office: (907) 486-2000 C-Mail: aihi@ptialaska.net Fax: (907) 486-40'6
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