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Superintendent's Offirn Metlakatla High School

(907) 88G-6332 (907) 886-6000
FAX: (907)886-5130 FAX: (907) 886-5120
Business Office C.R. Leask Sr. Middle
(907) 886-6009 School
FAX: (907) 886-5130 ) ) i
Annette Islands School District (907) 886-6003
FAX: (907) 886-6019

Special Education P.O. Box 7 « Metlakatla, AK 99926
(907) 886-6020 fi ~credited by Northwest Accreditation Association R.J. Elementary School
FAX: (907) 886-4122 (907)886-4121

Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-chair FAX. (907) 886-4120
Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-chair

State House of Representative

Community and Regional Affairs Committee

State Capitol, Room 412

Jun au, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux & Fairclough:

| respectfully request the support of the Alaska State House Community and Regional
Affairs committee support of HJR 30, which has been introduced by Representative BiH
Thomas opposing the annexation by the Ketchikan Gateway Borough-KGB. | understand
that if this resolution passes the Alaska state legislature, Ketchikan will be prevented from
annexing approximately 4,701 miles of the unorganized borough in South East Alaska in
the immediate future.

| * ive crucial concerns regarding the adverse financial impact this annexation would have
on the Annette, Islands School District in Metlakatla, the Craig City Schools, Hydaburg
School District, Southeast Island and Klawock School Districts on Prince of Wales, as well

as other regional communities. _ _ _
Please accept this letter in support of opposing the annexation by the Ketchikan Gateway

Borough and in support of House Bill HIR 30.

Allowing Ketchikan to obtain a SI,200,000 windfall in federal forest receipt funds with no
resulting obligation to Erovide any additional public or educational services to the 4,700
square miles of uninhabited land KGB is seeking to annex while causing irreparable harm
to regional communities and school districts on Prince of Wales and Annette Islands not
only In the loss of forest receipt revenues, but Payment in Lieu of Taxes-PILT revenues, the
impact of PILT revenue loss will be immediate. Prince of Wales districts will lose about one
half of their PILT funding if the annexation is approved.

Prbr to permitting the Ketchikan annexation to become law, the state legislature must
appoint an independent committee to review the very real perception that there has been a
conflict of interest surrounding the Local Boundary Commission-LBC decision as it
concerns a former high ranking LBC staff who  was influential in making staff
recommendations to the LBC regarding this current recommendation in favor of
Ketchikan’s annexation application which is in direct opposition to and overturned the
1999 annexation decision, prior to securing a five year contract at a six figure salary with
the Ketchikan Gateway Borough as the new Ketchikan city manager.

Thank you for your efforts and support on this matter.

"EDUCATION IS EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS IN METLAKATLA"



Charlene Jimenez
PO Box 486
Metlakatla, AK 99926

January 31, 2008

Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-chair
Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-chair

State House of Representative

Community and Regional Affairs Committee
State Capitol, Room 412

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux & Fairclough:

| request the support of the Alaska State House Community and Regional Affairs
Committee to OPPOSE the annexation of the Ketchikan Gateway Borough, 1
understand that if the resolution passes the Alaska State Legislature, Ketchikan will be
prevented from annexing approximately 4,701 miles of the unorganized borough in South
East Alaska in the immediate future.

The adverse financial impact this annexation would have on the Annette Islands School
District in Metlakatla, the Craig City Schools, Hydaburg School District, Southeast Island
and Klawock School Districts on Prince of Wales is crucial. Not only is the financial
impact immediate with the education of our students but the effects will filter on into the
future of these communities.

Please accept this letter in SUPPORT OF OPPOSING THE ANNEXATION OF THE
KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH and in SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL HJR

Thank you for your efforts and support on this matter.

Respectfully, (
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January 30, 2008

Honorable Mr. Bill Thomas
State Capitol Room 434
Juneau. Alaska 99801

Attention: House Community and Regional Affairs Committee

Dear Representative Thomas,

Ihank you for your introduction of HJR 30 the House of Representatives and your stand
on this issue that is so vital for the Hydaburg City School District and community. We

totally stand behind you and support your resolution.

It would be a devastating blow to the education of our children in Hydaburg if HIR 30 is
turned away by the Legislature. We are greatly in debt to the work you all have done to
put education where it is in you priorities, but we also must continue to fight for forest

receipts through your brave efforts.

If there is anything we can do to help you achieve success in this measure please advise
and we will put forth the effort. Again, thank you for your past and continued support of

education funding.

Superintendent of Schools

Cc: Mrs. Jolene Hdenshaw, Board Chair



Page 1of !

Kaci Schrceder

Caroline Stewart [beadsbycaroline@ hotmail.com]

From:
Sent: Tuesday. February 05. 2008 11:55 am
To: Rep. Bill Thomas

SUbjeCt: Hyder, Alaska

Dear Representative Thomas,
If the Ketchikan Gateway Borough were to annex Hyder It would spell disaster for many Eeople in the
community. Our median individual Income is $11,700 and our median family Income is $30,500, both

flfgures at or below poverty level. To force us into a borough that would do nothing to improve our way
ﬁ life, but rather impose taxes we cai  afford could force the few remaining folks here to leave their

omes and their way of life.
[ want to thank you for taking House Joint Resolution No. 30 before the Legislature, and hope we can

continue to receive your support In maintaining our way of life.

Warmest wishes.
Caroline Stewart

Need to know the score, the latest news, or you need your Hotmail®-get your "fix". Check it out.

2/5/2008
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P. O. Box 466
M etlakatla, AK 99926

2 February 2008

Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-chair
Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-chair
State House of Representatives
Community and Regional A ffairs Committee
State Capitol, Room 412

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative LeDoux and Representative Fairclough:

| am writing you to request that the Alaska State House Community and
Regional A ffairs Committee support HJR 30 introduced by Representative B ill
Thomas. It is my understanding that if this resolution passes the
legislature then Ketchikan will be prevented from annexing the unorganized

Ahorough lands in southeast Alaska.

| have been employed by the Annette Islands School D istrict as a
teacher at M etlakatla High School since 1997. During this time | have
witnessed the enormous strides made by the students in this district in
becoming productive citizens of our community, state, and nation. If the
proposed annexation by Ketchikan proceeds as currently planned our school
district, as well as other school districts in southeast Alaska, will
suffer great financial harm. For the benefit of our current and future
students, | am opposed to the proposed annexation. | respectfully request
your support for HJR 30. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Salisbury



January 30, 2008

Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-chair
Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-chair

State House of Representative

Community- and Regional Affairs Committee
State Capitol, Room 412

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux & Fairclough:

My name is Angela Sweringen and | am writing you today to respectfully request
the support of the Alaska State House Community and Regional Affairs committee
of Bill HJR 30. which has been introduced by Representative Bill Thomas opposing
the annexation of the Ketchikan Gateway Borough. | understand that if this
resolution passes the Alaska state legislature, Ketchikan will be prevented from
annexing approximately 4,701 miles of the unorganized borough in South East
Alaska in the immediate future.

| have crucial concerns regarding the adverse financial impact this annexation
would have on the Annette, Islands School District in Metlakatla, the Craig City
Schools, Hydaburg school District , Southeast Island and Klawock school Districts
on Prince of Wales, as well as other regional communities.

Please accept this letter in support of opposing the annexation of the Ketchikan
Gateway Borough and in support of HouseBill HJR 30.
Allowing Ketchikan to obtain a $1,200,000 windfall in federal forest receipt funds
with no resulting obligation to provide any additional public or educational services
to the 4,700 square miles of uninhabited land KGB is seeking to annex while causing
irreparable harm to regional communities and school districts on Prince of Wales
and Annette Islands. Not only in the loss of forest receipt revenues, but Payment in
Lieu of Taxes revenues, the impact of P1I/T revenue loss will be immediate. Prince
of Wales districts will lose about one halfoftheir PILT funding if the annexation is
approved. '
Prior to permitting the Ketchikan annexation to become law, the state legislature
must appoint an independent committee to review the very real perception that
there has been a conflict of interest surrounding the LBC decision a> it concerns a
former high ranking LBC staff who was influential in making staff
recommendations to the LBC. Regarding this current recommendation in favor of
Ketchikan’s annexation application which is in direct opposition to and overturned
the 1999 annexation decision, prior to securing a five year contract »f a six figure
salary with the Ketchikan Gateway Borough as the new Ketchikan city manager.

As a mother of children who attend and will attend the Annette Island school
District, | urge you to please oppose the annexation of the Ketchikan Gateway



Borough. As a member of the Metlakatla Indian Community we have had hard
times put upon us due to the loss of the sawmill and our cannery. We now have a
very high unemployment rate and now the state wants to take money awav from our
children? This with out a doubt has to be stopped, please for the sake of our
children and future children, put a stop to this.

Thank you foryour time concerning this matter.

Sincerely,



Marsha L Shearer
P.O. Box 249
Metlakatla, Alaska 99926

Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-Chair
Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-Chair

State House of Representative

Community and Regional Affairs Committee
State Capitol, Room 412

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux & Fairclough:
| respectfully request the Alaska State House Community and Regional Affairs
support the HIR 30 which has been introduced by Representative Bill Thomas
w h”i opposes the annexation of the Ketchikan Gateway Borough. | understand
:haffr this resolution passes the legislature, Ketchikan will be prevented from
annexing the unorganized borough in the immediate future. | feel that the
Innexation would create adverse financial conditions for the Annette Island Schoo
District in Metlakatla as well as the schools on Prince of Wales. Please accept this
stter of support opposing the annexation of the Ketchikan Gateway Borough,
allowing Ketchikan to obtain 1,200,000. windfall in Timber Receipts without
roviding any additional educational services to the 4,500 square miles of land the
« seeking to annex will cause irreparable harm to school district on Prince of
‘ales and Annette Island. | feel that an independent impact study should be mad
Tore any action is taken concerning the annex,
lank you for your efforts and support on this matter,

isprfully,

a0 s n>dJIU (i
Irsha L Shearer



METLAKATLA SENIOR CITIZENS
Metlakatla, Alaska 99926

January 30, 2008

Honorable GabrielleLeDoux, Co-Chair
Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-Chair

State House of Representative

Community and Regional Affairs Committee
State Capitol. Room 412

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux Sc Fairclough:

We respectfully request the Alaska State House Community and Regional Affairs support

the HJR30, which opposes the Annexation of the Ketchikan Gateway Borough.

We have concerns regarding the adverse - Financial Impact that Annexation will have on our

Schools- Metlakatla, Craig, Hydaburg, Southeast Island and Klawock on Prince of W iles and other

Districts in the Region.
This will allow Ketchikan a big “piece of the pie” in Timber Receipts. They will have no

Obligation to provide additional educational services to districts.
Thank you for your efforts and support

Respectfully,

Senior Citizens of Metlakatla Senior Center Q />
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Honorable Bill Thomas

State House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 434
Juneau, Alaska 99801
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HJR 30 - Please Disapprove the LBC recommendation regarding
annexation of territory to the KGB

Peter Caffall-Davis [pcaffalldavis@starband.net]

Sent; Saturday, February 02, 2008 10:21 AV
To:  Rep. Garlelle LeDoux

Dear Representative LeDoux,

Co-Chair - Community and Regional Affairs Com m ittee
|l urge you to please support HJR 30, send the resolution from com m ittee for a vote, and
Disapprove the LBC recommendation regarding the annexation of territory to the Ketchikan
G ateway Borough (KGB). Not even one ofthe parties Involved has been In favor of this
annexation from tho beginning (other than the KGB)

None of the affected parties have had an opportunity to vote in this matter, nor under the
Legislative R eview Method of annexation will they ever. It is our only hope that you as our
other elected representatives take this m atter Into your hands and CZA for a vote on our
behalf.

Should the legislature fail to act and bring this to a vote, the annexation will

automatically beco.ne law after 45 days of Inaction by the legislature I believe the 45 days
will expire on M arch 5 th Passage through inaction by tho Legislature will result In negative
financial im pact to several rural Southeast Alaska communities and school districts For
Hyder It will result in the closure of our school

There are more th'ngs wrong wdith this annexation that can be spell out here but | urge you to

please send HUJR 30 out of com m ittee for a vote and please support by voting to Disapprouve

the LBC recommendation regarding the annexation of territory to the Ketchikan 6 atewa.y

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact me

Peter Caffall-D avis of H yder

re not all C.ierel

P aste into G oo g le Earth , turn on Terrain, and tip her back to s oe the m o untains Th at's h '"-m el

Elevation 6 ‘. better than 6 ' under!

https:/fowa.lcgis.statc.ak.us/owa/?ae=Itcmé&t=IPM .Note&icHRgAAAADA4hG4% 2bCISHT4... 2/4/2008


mailto:pcaffalldavis@starband.net
https://owa.lcgis.statc.ak.us/owa/?ae=Itcm&t=IPM.Note&icHRgAAAAD4h64%2bCI5HT4

Support HJR 30
Patricia Shearer [mha_di@aptalaska.net]

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2008 8:51 AM

To: Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

January 29, 2008

Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux

State House of Representative

Community and Regional Affairs Committee
State Capitol, Room 412

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux,

| respectfully request the Alaska State House Community and Regional Affairs, to support the HJR 30,
which has been introduced by Representative Bill Thomas, which opposes the annexation of the Ketchikan
Gateway Borough. lam in favor of this bill which will prevent Ketchikan from annexing the unorganized
borough. lhave concerns regarding the adverse financial impact the annexation will have on the Annette
Islands School District and neighboring school districts. Please accept this letter of support opposing the

annexation of the Ketchikan Gateway Borough.

Should the annexation go through, this wmuld allow Ketchikan to obtain $1,200,000.00 windfall in
Timber Receipts without providing any additional education services to the 4,500 square miles of land they
are seeking to annex. There will be no provision for school funding to Annette Islands School District nor

schools on Prince of Wales.

| feel than an independent committee needs to review the perception of conflict of interest that surrounds
this case as it concerns the former LBC staff recommendation to the LBC in favor of Ketchikan’s annexation
application and his recent five year contract and six figure salary as Ketchikan's new city manager.

Thank you for your consideration and effor' *<support this matter.

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Shearer

P.O. Box 298

Metlakatla, Alaska 99926
907-886-7525

https://owa.legis.state.ak.us/owa/?ae=Item&t=IPM Notc&id=RgAAAAD4NG4% 2bCISHT4.. 2/7/2008


mailto:mha_di@aptalaska.net
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January 30,

2007
Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-chair

Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-chair

State House of Representative

Community and Regional Affairs Committee
State Capitol, Room 412

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux & Fairclough:

My name is Austin Stevenson | am a resident bom in Fairbanks and l1am a school teacher
in Metlakatla, Alaska. | respectfully and strongly request the support of the Alaska State
House members and Regional Affairs committee on HJR30* which has been introduced
by Representative Bill Thomas opposing the annexation of the Ketchikan Gateway
Borough. The Borough’s plans are unfair and unethical! Please take the time to read the

reasons | have written below.

Number 1: The people living outside the borough do not want to become part of the
borough. This can’t be overstated. People outside the borough should be able to decide if
they want to become part ofa huge municipal bureaucracy. They should be able to decide
if they want to have another government organization taxing them. The vast majority of
residents outside the borough do not! They should also be free to create a borough that
will represent themselves if they want to in to future. It is important to note that the MIC,
POW, and Wrangle governments officially disapprove of the annexation plan as well.

Number 2: Incorporating forest land into the borough would take money away from
towns and local schools. Annette Island, which legally can’t be annexed, would lose
over 150,000 dollars in school aid. This money would go to the wealthier community of
Ketchikan. Annette Island School District is legally forbidden to raise money locally to

fill the gap.

Number. "he increase in borough size would likely introduce restrictions on
subsistence activities. The larger boroughs including the cities of Ketchikan, Juneau, and
Fairbanks, restrict the opportunities of local residents to engage in subsistence activities.
Ketchikan has no right to rob unincorporated town? of their ways of life.

Number 4: There is no benefit to the land or people outside of the borough ifit is
annexed. When was the last time you heard someone from Hyder or Myers Chuck say
“Gee I'wish  had a borough to r;ovide some lacking services here” W'hat services
couldahb Jr. p.ovidc iu these far flung regions anyway? How often do people from
Hyder even vjsit Ketchikan? Hyder may as well be annexed by Canada. Yet under this
plan in a best case sce.iario the borough would be up to their door step, at worse it would
be overseeing a town that the vast majority of people from Ketchikan know nothing

about.



Number 5: The borough's stated reasons for annexation are anemic. Here they are:
§ To maximize local selfgovernment in the region;

Why do we want to maximize government? Are we looking for ways to spend money?
Establishing a government outside the local community is contrary to this goal.

§ Topromote borough boundaries that better reflect constitutional principles

regarding borough government:
We’re making our boundaries bigger because the Constitution told us too??!! Why didn’t

the founders of the state just arbitrarily make Ketchikan a larger borough in 1959? Local
population has decreased in the borough over the last two decades. This is not a valid

argument.

§ Tosupport orderly growth and development;
Growth ofwhat? Population? Are Revilla and Gravina’s land and resources maxed out?

This statement seems to imply that Ketchikan needs room to grow. In fact, it seems to
imply that the growth is so fast there is a need for it become “orderly”.

§ Toprotect and enhance the Borough's tax base;
Ahal The truth comes out! Ketchikan admits this maneuver is a money making scheme!

They will tax the residents and collect federal timber dollars. Theto is no "protection” just
“enhancement” in this scheme— and its all at the expense of poorer communities!

§ Toprovide greater localfiscal responsibility.
Doesn’t this conflict with the first stated goal?

Number 6: Ketchikan will only gain only nine permanent residents through this
4,701 square mile annex. Thii  tion seems to be contrary to United States principles
that reflect all governments’ representation ofpeople and not land. In this annexation
scheme, the borough demonstrates that it does not draw its power from people but instead
from its boundaries. Though this is not a violation against the state or national
constitution it does violate a long held position by many scholars that our government

should exist to represent its constituents and not resources.

Number 7: Anyone who has studied a map of the borough’s current size wonders
why the borough is as large as it is. Why does the borough contain large tracts of land
that are unoccupied? It seems the borough could stand to lose the entire eastern part of
Revilla and the western part of Gravina with almost no loss in population. It does not

make logical sense for the borough to expand.

Number 8: Native claims throughout the region conflict with the borough’s plans.
Annette Island has historic claims to Duke Island and is in the process of requesting
rights to the property. Other native groups have similar claims elsewhere throughout the

proposed area.

Number 9: The borough's thesis found on their rebuttal document seems to state
that the reason for annexation is merely because the constitution allows it to. This



reasoning is preposterous. The state constitution merely allows for non-incorporated
boroughs to become annexed. It doesn’t imply that we must incorporate—even if there
isn’t compelling reasons to. The tone seems to insinuate that we have been violating the
constitution by not incorporating the borough into a larger area. The biggest questions for
the bOI’OUgh to answer is W hy annex here? and Why now? What has changed to make

annexation prudent?

As a free minded individuals concerned with fairness and equality, | beseech you hoth,
please oppose the boi .'ugh’s actions on this matter and support HJIR30

Sincerely;

Austin Stevenson



Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-chair
Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-chair

State House of Representative

Community and Regional Affairs Committee
State Capitol, Room 412

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux & Fairclough:

| respectfully request the Alaska State House Community and Regional Affairs
support the HIJR 30 which has been introduced by Representative Bill Thomas
which opposes the annexation of the Ketchikan Gateway Borough. 1 understand
that if this resolution passes the legislature, Ketchikan will be prevented from
annexing the unorganized borough in the immediate future. | have crucial concerns
regarding the adverse financial impact annexation will have on the Annette, Islands
School District in Metlakatla, Craig City Schools, Hydaburg, Southeast Island and
Klawock on Prince of Wales, as well as other districts in the region. Please accept
this letter in support of opposing the annexation Cf the Ketchikan Gateway Borough

and in support of House Bill HIR 30.
Allowing Ketchikan to obtain S1,200,000 windfall
obligation to provide any additional educational services to the 4,500 square miles of

land they are seeking to annex will cause irreparable harm to school districts on

in Timber Receipts with no

Prince of Wales and Annette Islands.

Prior to allowing this annexation the state legislature needs to appoint an
independent committee to review the very real perception that there is a conflict of
interest surrounding this case a« it concerns a former high ranking LBC staffer who
was influential in making staff recommendations to the LBC regarding this current
recommendation to the LBC in favor of Ketchikan’s annexation application which
was in direct opposition to and overturned his 1999 annexation decision, prior to
securing a five year contract at a six figure salary with the Ketchikan Gateway

Borough as the current Ketchikan city manager.

Thank you for your efforts and support on this matter.
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