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Superintendent's Offirn 
(907) 88G-6332 

FAX: (907)886-5130

Metlakatla High School 
(907) 886-6000 

FAX: (907) 886-5120

Business Office 
(907) 886-6009 

FAX: (907) 886-5130 Annette Islands School D istrict
P.O. Box 7 • Metlakatla, AK 99926 

f i ̂ cred ited by Northwest Accred ita tion Association

C.R. Leask Sr. Middle 
School 

(907) 886-6003 
FAX: (907) 886-6019

Special Education 
(907) 886-6020 

FAX: (907) 886-4122
R.J. Elementary School 

(907)886-4121 
FAX. (907) 886-4120Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-chair

Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-chair 
State House of Representative 
Community and Regional Affairs Committee 
State Capitol, Room 412 
Jun au, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux & Fairclough:

I respectfully request the support of the Alaska State House Community and Regional 
Affairs committee support of HJR 30, which has been introduced by Representative BiH 
Thomas opposing the annexation by the Ketchikan Gateway Borough-KGB. I understand 
that if this resolution passes the Alaska state legislature, Ketchikan will be prevented from 
annexing approximately 4,701 miles of the unorganized borough in South East Alaska in 
the immediate future.
I ' ive crucial concerns regarding the adverse financial impact this annexation would have 
on the Annette, Islands School District in Metlakatla, the Craig City Schools, Hydaburg 
School D istrict, Southeast Island and Klawock School Districts on Prince of Wales, as well 
as other regional communities.
Please accept this letter in support of opposing the annexation by the Ketchikan Gateway 
Borough and in support of House Bill HJR 30.
Allowing Ketchikan to obtain a SI ,200,000 windfall in federal forest receipt funds with no 
resulting obligation to provide any additional public or educational services to the 4,700 
square miles of uninhabited land KGB is seeking to annex while causing irreparable harm 
to regional communities and school districts on Prince of Wales and Annette Islands not 
only in the loss of forest receipt revenues, but Payment in Lieu of Taxes-PILT revenues, the 
impact of PILT revenue loss will be immediate. Prince of Wales districts will lose about one 
half of their PILT funding if the annexation is approved.
P rb r  to permitting the Ketchikan annexation to become law, the state legislature must 
appoint an independent committee to review the very real perception that there has been a 
conflict of interest surrounding the Local Boundary Commission-LBC decision as it 
concerns a former high ranking LBC staff who was influential in making staff 
recommendations to the LBC regarding this current recommendation in favor of 
Ketchikan’s annexation application which is in direct opposition to and overturned the 
1999 annexation decision, prior to securing a five year contract at a six figure salary with 
the Ketchikan Gateway Borough as the new Ketchikan city manager.

Thank you for your efforts and support on this matter.

"EDUCATION IS EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS IN METLAKATLA"



C harlene Jim enez 
PO Box 486 
M etlakatla, AK  99926

January  31, 2008

H onorable G abrielle LeD oux, C o-chair 
H onorable A nna Fairclough, C o-chair 
S tate H ouse o f  R epresentative 
C om m unity  and Regional A ffairs Com m ittee 
State Capitol, Room  412 
Juneau, A laska 99801

D ear H onorable LeD oux & Fairclough:

I request the support o f  the A laska State House Com m unity and Regional A ffairs 
C om m ittee to O PPO SE the annexation o f  the K etchikan G atew ay Borough, 1 
understand that if  the resolu tion  passes the Alaska S tate Legislature, Ketchikan will be 
prevented from annexing approxim ately  4,701 m iles o f  the unorganized borough in South 
East Alaska in the im m ediate future.

T he adverse financial im pact this annexation would have on the A nnette Islands School 
D istrict in M etlakatla, the C raig  C ity Schools, H ydaburg School District, Southeast Island 
and Klawock School D istricts on Prince o f  W ales is crucial. Not only is the financial 
im pact im m ediate w ith the education o f  our students but the effects will filter on into the 
future o f  these com m unities.

P lease accept this letter in SU PPO R T O F OPPOSING TH E ANNEXATION O F THE 
K ETCHIK A N  GATEW A Y  BOROUGH and in SU PPO RT O F HOUSE BILL HJR 
30.

Thank you for your efforts and support on this matter.

Respectfully, (



h  y  . 2  I i v h a h ,  r . T v  S C W O O L

January 30, 2008

H onorable M r. Bill Thom as 
State Capitol Room  434 
Juneau. A laska 99801

A ttention: H ouse C om m unity and Regional A ffairs C om m ittee 

D ear R epresentative Thom as,

Ihank  you for your introduction o f  HJR 30 the House o f  R epresentatives and your stand 
on this issue that is so vital for the H ydaburg C ity School D istrict and com m unity. We 
totally stand behind you and support you r resolution.

It w ould be a  devastating  blow  to the education o f  our children  in H ydaburg  if  HJR 30 is 
turned aw ay by the L egislature. W e are greatly  in debt to the work you all have done to 
put education w here it is in you priorities, but w e also  m ust continue to fight for forest 
receip ts through your brave efforts.

If there is anything we can do to help you achieve success in th is m easure p lease advise 
and we will put forth the effort. Again, thank you for your past and continued support o f  
education funding.

Superintendent o f  Schools

C c :  M r s .  J o l e n e  H d e n s h a w ,  B o a r d  C h a i r



P a g e  1 o f  1

Kaci Schrceder

F rom : C a ro lin e S tew a rt [b e ad sb y ca ro lin e@ ho tm a il.c om ]

Sent: T ue sda y . F eb rua ry 05. 2008 11:55 AM
T o : Rep. B ill T hom as

Subject: H yde r, A la ska

D ear R epresentative T hom as,
If th e  K etchikan Gateway Borough were to annex  Hyder It would spell d isa s te r  for m any people in the 
com m unity . O u r m edian  individual Income is $11 ,700  and  o u r  m edian  family Income is $30 ,500 , both 
flgures a t  or below poverty level. To fo rce  u s into  a  borough th a t would do no th ing  to improve o u r  way 
of life, b u t ra th e r  im pose taxes we cai afford could force th e  few rem ain ing  folks here to leave their 
hom es an d  th e ir way of life.
I w an t to th an k  you for tak ing  House Jo in t Resolution No. 30  before the Legislature, and  hope we can 
co n tin u e  to receive y o u r su p p o rt In m ain ta in ing  o u r  way of life.
W arm est w ishes.
C aroline S tew art

Need to know  th e score , th e la te s t news, o r you need yo u r H o tm a il® -g e t y o u r "fix " . Check it ou t.
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P . O . B o x  4 6 6  
M e t l a k a t l a ,  AK 9 9 9 2 6  
2 F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 8

H o n o r a b l e  G a b r i e l l e  L e D o u x , C o - c h a i r  
H o n o r a b l e  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h ,  C o - c h a i r  
S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
C o m m u n ity  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  Room  4 1 2  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L e D o u x  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F a i r c l o u g h :

I  am w r i t i n g  y o u  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  C o m m u n ity  a n d  
R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  s u p p o r t  H JR  3 0  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  
T h o m a s .  I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  i f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e s  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e n  K e t c h i k a n  w i l l  b e  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  a n n e x i n g  t h e  u n o r g a n i z e d  

^ ^ o r o u g h  l a n d s  i n  s o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .

I  h a v e  b e e n  e m p lo y e d  b y  t h e  A n n e t t e  I s l a n d s  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  a s  a  
t e a c h e r  a t  M e t l a k a t l a  H ig h  S c h o o l  s i n c e  1 9 9 7 .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  I  h a v e  
w i t n e s s e d  t h e  e n o r m o u s  s t r i d e s  m a d e  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  i n  
b e c o m in g  p r o d u c t i v e  c i t i z e n s  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i ty ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  n a t i o n .  I f  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  a n n e x a t i o n  b y  K e t c h i k a n  p r o c e e d s  a s  c u r r e n t l y  p l a n n e d  o u r  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  s o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  w i l l  
s u f f e r  g r e a t  f i n a n c i a l  h a r m .  F o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  o u r  c u r r e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  
s t u d e n t s ,  I  am o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a n n e x a t i o n .  I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  
y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  H JR  3 0 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

R o b e r t  S a l i s b u r y



J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  2 0 0 8

H onorable G abrielle LeDoux, C o-chair 
H onorable A nna Fairclough, C o-chair 
S tate House o f R epresentative 
Community- and  Regional Affairs Com m ittee 
S tate C apitol, Room 412 
Ju neau , A laska 99801

D ear H onorable LeDoux & Fairclough:

My nam e is Angela Sweringen and I am w riting you today to respectfully request 
the support o f the Alaska State House C om m unity and Regional Affairs comm ittee 
of Bill H JR  30. which has been introduced by R epresentative Bill Thom as opposing 
the annexation of the K etchikan G atew ay Borough. I understand  that if  this 
resolution passes the Alaska state legislature, K etchikan will be prevented from 
annexing approxim ately 4,701 miles o f the unorganized borough in South East 
A laska in the im m ediate fu ture.
I have crucial concerns regard ing  the adverse financial im pact this annexation 
would have on the A nnette, Islands School D istrict in M etlakatla , the C raig  City 
Schools, H ydaburg  school D istrict , Southeast Island and Klawock school D istricts 
on Prince of W ales, as well as o ther regional comm unities.
Please accept this le tter in support of opposing the annexation  of the K etchikan
G atew ay Borough and in support of H ouseBill H JR  30.____________________________
Allowing K etchikan to obtain a $1,200,000 w indfall in federal fo rest receip t funds 
w ith no resulting obligation to provide any additional public  o r  educational services 
to the 4,700 square  miles o f un inhabited  land KGB is seeking to annex while causing 
irreparab le  harm  to regional com m unities and school d istric ts on P rince  o f  W ales 
and  A nnette Islands. Not only in th e  loss o f forest receip t revenues, b u t P aym ent in 
Lieu o f Taxes revenues, the im pact o f P1I/T revenue loss will be im m ediate. Prince 
of W ales districts will lose abou t one h a lf o f th e ir  P IL T  funding  if  the  annexation is 
approved.__________________________________________________________________  '
P rio r to perm itting the K etchikan annexation to become law, the state legislature 
m ust appoint an independent com m ittee to review the very real perception that 
there has been a conflict of in terest su rround ing  the LBC decision a> it concerns a 
fo rm er high ranking  LBC staff who was influential in m aking staff 
recom m endations to the LBC. Regarding this cu rren t recom m endation in favor of 
K etchikan’s annexation application which is in direct opposition to and overtu rned 
the 1999 annexation decision, p rio r to securing a five year con tract »»t a six figure 
salary with the K etchikan Gatew ay Borough as the new K etchikan city m anager.

As a m other of children who attend and will attend the A nnette Island school 
District, I urge you to please oppose the annexation  o f the K etchikan Gatew ay



Borough. As a m em ber o f the M etlakatla Indian C om m unity we have had hard  
times put upon us due to the loss o f the sawmill and  o u r cannery. We now have a 
very high unem ploym ent ra te  and now the state w ants to take money awav from our 
children? This w ith out a doubt has to be stopped, please for the sake o f our 
children and fu tu re  ch ildren, pu t a stop to this.

T h ank  you fo r y o u r tim e concerning this m atter.

Sincerely,
/)



Marsha L Shearer 
P.O. Box 249 
Metlakatla, Alaska 99926

Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-Chair 
Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-Chair 
State House o f Representative 
Community and Regional Affairs Committee 
State Capitol, Room 412 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux & Fairclough:
I respectfully request the Alaska State House Community and Regional Affairs 
support the HJR 30 which has been introduced by Representative Bill Thomas 
w h ^ i opposes the annexation o f the Ketchikan Gateway Borough. I understand 
:haffr this resolution passes the legislature, Ketchikan will be prevented from 
annexing the unorganized borough in the immediate future. I feel that the 
innexation would create adverse financial conditions for the Annette Island Schoo 
District in Metlakatla as well as the schools on Prince o f Wales. Please accept this 
stter o f support opposing the annexation o f the Ketchikan Gateway Borough, 
allowing Ketchikan to obtain 1,200,000. windfall in Timber Receipts without 
roviding any additional educational services to the 4,500 square miles o f  land the 
•e seeking to annex will cause irreparable harm to school district on Prince o f 
'ales and Annette Island. I feel that an independent impact study should be mad 
Tore any action is taken concerning the annex, 
lank you for your efforts and support on this matter, 
i s p ^ f u l l y ,

'  / / / a ( O f ( ( i n > d J U  / ( i l
irsha L Shearer



METLAKATLA SENIOR CITIZENS 
Metlakatla, Alaska 99926

January 30, 2008

Honorable GabrielleLeDoux, Co-Chair 
Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-Chair 
State House o f  Representative 
Community and Regional Affairs Committee 
State Capitol. Room 412 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux Sc Fairclough:

We respectfully request the Alaska State House Community and Regional Affairs support 

the HJR30, which opposes the Annexation o f  the Ketchikan Gateway Borough.

We have concerns regarding the adverse - Financial Impact that Annexation will have on our 

Schools- Metlakatla, Craig, Hydaburg, Southeast Island and Klawock on Prince of W iles and other 

Districts in the Region.

This will allow Ketchikan a big “piece o f  the pie” in Timber Receipts. They will have no 

Obligation to provide additional educational services to districts.

Thank you for your efforts and support 

Respectfully,

Senior Citizens of Metlakatla Senior Center Q />
iy u  y> -
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c c : H o n orab le  B i l l  Thomas
S t a t e  House of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  Room 434
J uneau ,  Alaska 99801



H J R  3 0  -  P l e a s e  D i s a p p r o v e  t h e  L B C  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  
a n n e x a t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  t o  t h e  K G B

Peter Caffall-Davis [pcaffalldavis@starband.net]
Sent: Saturday, February 02, 2008 10:21 AM 
To: Rep. Gabrlelle LeDoux

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L e D o u x ,

C o - C h a i r  -  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

I  u r g e  y o u  t o  p l e a s e  s u p p o r t  H J R  3 0 ,  s e n d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  f r o m  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  a  v o t e ,  a n d  

D i s a p p r o v e  t h e  L B C  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  t o  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  

G a t e w a y  B o r o u g h  ( K G B ) .  N o t  e v e n  o n e  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  I n v o l v e d  h a s  b e e n  I n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  

a n n e x a t i o n  f r o m  t h o  b e g i n n i n g  ( o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  K G B ) .

N o n e  o f  t h e  a f f e c t e d  p a r t i e s  h a v e  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v o t e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  n o r  u n d e r  t h e  

L e g i s l a t i v e  R e v i e w  M e t h o d  o f  a n n e x a t i o n  w i l l  t h e y  e v e r .  I t  i s  o u r  o n l y  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  a s  o u r  

o t h e r  e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t a k e  t h i s  m a t t e r  I n t o  y o u r  h a n d s  a n d  c z A  f o r  a  v o t e  o n  o u r  

b e h a l f .

S h o u l d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f a i l  t o  a c t  a n d  b r i n g  t h i s  t o  a  v o t e ,  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  w i l l  

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  b e c o . n e  l a w  a f t e r  4 5  d a y s  o f  I n a c t i o n  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  4 5  d a y s  

w i l l  e x p i r e  o n  M a r c h  5 t h .  P a s s a g e  t h r o u g h  i n a c t i o n  b y  t h o  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  r e s u l t  I n  n e g a t i v e  

f i n a n c i a l  i m p a c t  t o  s e v e r a l  r u r a l  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  F o r  

H y d e r  I t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  o u r  s c h o o l .

T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h ' n g s  w r o n g  w i t h  t h i s  a n n e x a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  b e  s p e l l  o u t  h e r e  b u t  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  

p l e a s e  s e n d  H J R  3 0  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  a  v o t e  a n d  p l e a s e  s u p p o r t  I t  b y  v o t i n g  t o  D i s a p p r o v e  

t h e  L B C  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  t o  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  G a t e w a y  

B o r o u g h .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e .

T h a n k  y o u ,

P e t e r  C a f f a l l - D a v i s  o f  H y d e r

W e ' r e  a l l  h e r e  ' c a u s e  w e ’ r e  n o t  a l l  C . i e r e l  

5 5 ’ 5 4 ' 5 8 . 3 6 ’ ’ N  1 3 0 *  1 ' 4 5 . 2 7 " W

P a s t e  i n t o  G o o g l e  E a r t h ,  t u r n  o n  T e r r a i n ,  a n d  t i p  h e r  b a c k  t o  s o e  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  T h a t ' s  h ' - m e l  

E l e v a t i o n  6 ‘ ,  b e t t e r  t h a n  6 ’  u n d e r !
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S u p p o r t  H J R  3 0
Patricia Shearer [mha_di@aptalaska.net]
S e n t: Thursday, January 31, 2008 8:51 AM 

To : Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

January 29, 2008

Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux 
State House o f  Representative 
Comm unity and Regional Affairs Com m ittee 
State Capitol, Room 412 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux,

I respectfully request the Alaska State House Community and Regional Affairs, to support the HJR 30, 
which has been introduced by Representative Bill Thomas, which opposes the annexation o f the Ketchikan 
Gateway Borough. 1 am in favor o f this bill which will prevent Ketchikan from annexing the unorganized 
borough. 1 have concerns regarding the adverse financial impact the annexation will have on the Annette 
Islands School District and neighboring school districts. Please accept this letter o f  support opposing the 
annexation o f the Ketchikan Gateway Borough.

Should the annexation go through, this wmuld allow Ketchikan to obtain $1,200,000.00 windfall in 
Tim ber Receipts without providing any additional education services to the 4,500 square miles o f land they 
are seeking to annex. There will be no provision for school funding to Annette Islands School District nor 
schools on Prince o f  Wales.

I feel than an independent committee needs to review the perception o f conflict o f  interest that surrounds 
this case as it concerns the former LBC staff recommendation to the LBC in favor o f  Ketchikan’s annexation 
application and his recent five year contract and six figure salary as K etchikan's new city manager.

Thank you for your consideration and effor' * < support this matter.

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Shearer 
P.O. Box 298 
Metlakatla, Alaska 99926 
907-886-7525

h t t p s : / / o w a . l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s / o w a / ? a e = I t e m & t = I P M . N o t c & i d = R g A A A A D 4 h 6 4 % 2 b C I 5 H T 4 . . .  2 / 7 / 2 0 0 8
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H onorable G abrielle LeDoux, C o-chair 
H onorable A nna Fairclough, C o-chair 
S tate House o f R epresentative 
C om m unity and  Regional Affairs Com m ittee 
State C apitol, Room 412 
Juneau , A laska 99801

D ear H onorable LeDoux & Fairclough:

M y nam e is A ustin  Stevenson I am a resident bom  in Fairbanks and I am a school teacher 
in M etlakatla, A laska. I respectfu lly  and strongly  request the  support o f  the A laska S tate 
H ouse m em bers and Regional A ffairs com m ittee on HJR30* w hich has been in troduced 
by R epresentative Bill Thom as opposing the annexation o f  the K etchikan G atew ay 
Borough. T h e  B orough’s plans are unfair and unethical! P lease take the tim e to read the 
reasons I have w ritten below.

Num ber 1: The people living outside the borough do not w ant to become p a r t  of the 
borough. T his can ’t be overstated. People outside the borough should be ab le to decide i f  
they w ant to becom e part o f  a huge m unicipal bureaucracy. T hey  should be able to decide 
if  they want to have another governm ent organization tax ing  them. The vast m ajority  o f  
residents outside the borough do not! T hey  should also be free  to create a borough  that 
will represent them selves i f  they w ant to in to future. It is im portant to note that the M IC, 
POW , and W rangle governm ents officially  d isapprove o f  the annexation p lan  as well.

N um ber 2: Incorporating  forest land into the borough w ould take m oney aw ay from  
towns and local schools. A nnette Island, which legally ca n ’t be annexed, would lose 
over 150,000 dollars in school aid. This m oney would go to the w ealthier com m unity  o f  
Ketchikan. A nnette Island School D istrict is legally forbidden to raise m oney locally  to 
fill the gap.

N u m b e r. "he increase in borough size would likely in troduce restric tions on 
subsistence activities. The larger boroughs including the cities o f  K etchikan, Juneau, and 
Fairbanks, restrict the opportunities o f  local residents to engage in subsistence activities. 
K etchikan has no right to rob unincorporated town? o f  their w ays o f  life.

N um ber 4: There is no benefit to the land or people outside o f the borough if it is 
annexed. W hen was the last tim e you heard som eone from  H yder or M yers C huck say 
“G ee I w ish had a borough to r ;o v id e  som e lacking services here” W'hat services 
could a b Jr. p .ov idc iu these far flung regions anyw ay? H ow  often do people from 
H yder even v jsit K etchikan? H yder m ay as well be annexed by  Canada. Yet under this 
plan in a best case sce.iario the borough would be up to their d oo r step, at w orse it w ould 
be overseeing a town that the vast m ajority  o f  people from K etchikan know  nothing 
about.

J a n u a r y  3 0 ,



N um ber 5: The borough 's stated reasons fo r annexation are anemic. H ere they are:
§  To m axim ize loca l s e l f  g overnm en t in the region;
W hy do we w ant to m axim ize governm ent? A re we looking for ways to spend m oney? 
Establishing a governm ent outside the local com m unity  is contrary to this goal.

§  To p ro m o te  borough boundaries that better reflect constitu tional princip les  
regarding borough governm ent:
W e’re m aking  our boundaries b igger because the C onstitu tion  told us too??!! W hy d idn ’t 
the founders o f  the state ju s t arb itrarily  m ake K etchikan a larger borough in 1959? Local 
population has decreased in the borough over the last tw o decades. This is not a valid 
argum ent.

§  To support orderly g row th  a nd  developm ent;
G row th o f  w hat? Population? A re R evilla  and G ravina’s land and resources m axed out? 
T his statem ent seem s to im ply  that K etchikan needs room  to grow. In fact, it seem s to 
im ply that the grow th is so fast there  is a need for it becom e “orderly” .

§  To p ro tec t a n d  enhance the  B o ro u g h 's  tax base;
Aha! T he truth com es out! K etch ikan  adm its this m aneuver is a  m oney m aking  scheme! 
They will tax the residents and collect federal tim ber dollars. Theto is no "p ro tection” ju st 
“enhancem ent” in this schem e— and its all at the expense o f  poorer com m unities!

§  To p rovide g rea ter  lo ca l f i s c a l  responsibility.
D oesn’t th is conflict w ith the first stated  goal?

N um ber 6: K etchikan will only gain only nine perm anen t residents th rough  this 
4,701 square  mile annex. T hii tion  seem s to be contrary  to United States principles 
that reflect all governm en ts’ represen tation  o f  people and not land. In this annexation 
schem e, the  borough dem onstrates that it does not draw its pow er from people but instead 
from  its boundaries. Though th is is no t a violation against the state or national 
constitu tion  it does violate a long  held position by m any scholars that our governm ent 
should ex ist to represent its constituen ts and not resources.

N um ber 7: A nyone who has studied a m ap of the bo ro u g h ’s cu rren t size wonders 
why the borough is as large as it is. W hy does the borough contain large tracts o f  land 
that are unoccupied? It seem s the borough could stand to lose the entire eastern part o f  
Revilla and the w estern part o f  G ravina with alm ost no loss in population. It does not 
m ake logical sense for the borough to expand.

N um ber 8: Native claims th roughout the region conflict with the borough’s plans.
A nnette Island has historic claim s to D uke Island and is in the process o f  requesting 
rights to the property . O ther native groups have sim ilar claim s elsew here throughout the 
proposed area.

N um ber 9: T he borough 's thesis found on th e ir rebu tta l docum ent seems to state 
that the reason for annexation is m erely because the constitution allows it to. This



reasoning is preposterous. The state constitution merely allows for non-incorporated 
boroughs to become annexed. It doesn’t imply that we must incorporate— even if  there 
isn’t compelling reasons to. The tone seems to insinuate that we have been violating the 
constitution by not incorporating the borough into a larger area. The biggest questions for 
the borough to answer is W h y annex here? and W h y now? W hat has changed to make 
annexation prudent?

As a free minded individuals concerned with fairness and equality, I beseech you both, 
please oppose the boi .'ugh’s actions on this matter and support H JR30

Sincerely;

Austin Stevenson



Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-chair 
Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-chair 
State House of Representative 
Com m unity and Regional Affairs Committee 
State Capitol, Room 412 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable LeDoux &  Fairclough:

I  respectfully request the Alaska State House Com m unity and Regional A ffairs  
support the H JR  30 which has been introduced by Representative Bill Thomas 
which opposes the annexation o f the Ketchikan Gateway Borough. 1 understand  
that i f  this resolution passes the legislature, Ketchikan w ill be prevented from  
annexing the unorganized borough in the immediate future. I  have crucial concerns 
regarding the adverse financial impact annexation w ill have on the Annette, Islands 
School District in M etlakatla , C raig  C ity  Schools, Hydaburg, Southeast Island and 
Klawock on Prince of Wales, as well as other districts in the region. Please accept 
this letter in support o f opposing the annexation cf the Ketchikan Gateway Borough 
and in support o f House B ill H J R  30.
Allow ing Ketchikan to obtain S I,200,000 w indfall in T im b er Receipts w ith  no 
obligation to provide any additional educational services to the 4,500 square miles o f 
land they are seeking to annex w ill cause irreparable harm  to school districts on 
Prince o f Wales and Annette Islands.

P rio r to allowing this annexation the state legislature needs to appoint an 
independent committee to review the very real perception that there is a conflict o f 
interest surrounding this case a« it concerns a form er high ranking L B C  staffer who 
was influential in m aking staff recommendations to the L B C  regarding this current 
recommendation to the L B C  in favor o f Ketchikan’s annexation application which 
was in direct opposition to and overturned his 1999 annexation decision, p rio r to 
securing a five year contract at a six figure salary with the Ketchikan Gateway  
Borough as the current Ketchikan city manager.

Thank  you for your efforts and support on this matter.
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