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Commissions - (rights o f-w ay, easements, and public places

‘W

02/05/2007 (Requires tha t m un ic ipa lity 's broadband rules and 
(regulations be neu tra lly com petitive and 
|nond iscrim inato ry

N e w  Y o r k In i a b b6H8 Amended and recommue 
to Assem/y Committee on 
Ways and Means - 
06/12/2007

/E s ta b lis h e s a tax cred it for the insta lla tion or 

(purchase of sa te llite broadband equ ipm ent up to 
($1,000 fo r taxpaye rs residing in an area where 

(broadband is othe rw ise unavailable.

Tax Incentives

N e w  Y o r k NY A B 6689 To Assembly Committee 
on Ways and Means - 
03/16/2007

Estab lishes a tax ci ;d it for investm en t in te rres tris 

b roadband in fra s tru c tu re to a taxpayer liv ing In a 
(broadband underserved area.

il Tax Incen tives

N e w  Y o r k NY A B 9117 Referred to Assembly 
Committee on 
Corporations, Authorities 
and Commissions ■ 
06/13/2007

(Provides fo r da ta co llection on the ava ilab ility of 
broadband services w ith in the state. This data wil 
(be included in a repo rt to be subm itted annua lly to 
(the leg is la ture

Assessment

N e w  Y o r k NY S B 

1099/A B 
2726

Reporter and Committed 
to r-mance - 05/22/2007

Estab lishes a broadband tax cred it equal to 10 
(percent of the qua lified expend itu res Incurred fo r 
p ro v id ing cu rren t genera tion broadband services tc 

(at least 10 percent o f the subscribers in a rura l o r 
p .h e r underserved area. O ffers a 20 percen t tax 
(credit fo r the prov is ion o f next genera tion 
broadband to ru ra l subscribers, underserved 
(subscribers, or any residen tia l subscriber.

Tax Incen tives

N e w  Y o r k NY S B. 3224 Amended and 
Recommitted to Finance - 
06/08/2007

Establishes a tax cred it fo r the insta lla tion or 
purchase of sa te llite broadband equipm ent fo r 
taxpaye rs resid ing in an area where broadband is 
{otherwise unavailab le

Sa te llite & Tax 
Incen tives

N e w  Y o r k NY S B 3239 Reported anc Committed 
to Finance ■ 05/15/2007

[Establishes a tax cred it fo r inves tm en t in te rre s tr ia l 
broadband in fra s tru c tu re to a taxpaye r liv ing In a 
broadband underserved area

Tax Incen tives

I -

N e w  Y o r k NY S B 5533 To Senate Committee on 
Veterans, Homeland 
Security and Military 
Affairs - 04/25/2007

Enacts the New York S ta te Wireless Broadband 
Communication Act o f 2007 In orde r to Improve 
New York S tate 's ab ility to respond to and recover 
from a pred ic tab le surprise.

Coord ina tion & 
Leadership

N e w  Y o r k  jNY S B
5391 /A B 318

To Assembly Committee 
on Cuiporations,
Authorities and 1 
Commissions - L 
01/03/2007/ To Senate h 
Cmance Committee ■ fc 
04/25/2007 L

Provides match-based gran ts to coun ty-leve l 
economic deve lopm ent organ iza tions tha t are 
conducting coun ty te lecommun ica tion 

assessments Requires the Departm ent of Public 
Service to conduct a study of New York s high- 
speed n.te rne t In fra s tru c tu re and repo rts the 
esults to the governor, the presiden t of thu 
enate, and the speaker o f the assembly

Assessment

l o r t h  C a r o l i n a  I'1C H B 757 R e g u la r  S e s s i o n  E n d e d  k 
1 8 / 0 2 / 2 0 0 7  I

>ea tes the leg is la tive study comm ission on rura l 

nternet access and appropria tes funding fo r the 
tudy

Assessment

J o r t h  C a r o l i n a  If1C S B 1068 t e g u la r  S e s s i o n  E n d e d  E 
0 8 / 0 2 / 2 0 0 7  Li 

It

Is

fcc
|c

emoves the sunset on the e-NC Au tho rity ; C 
tcreases the d is tr ib u tio n to local governm ents o f 
ne sales tax on te lecommun ica tions and video 
rogramm ng, earm arks a portion o f the sta te 's 
hare o f the sales tax on these services fo r g ra n t 
jr broadoand dep loym ent, peg channels, and 
Dmmumty media centers

lep lo ym en t

N

•
o r t h  D a k o t a  (nD U B  1027 S 

fc 
0 
s 
0

e c o n d  r e a d in g  f a i l e d  |c 
i  p a s s  S e n a t e  - Ip 
3 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 7  ( R e g u la r  kc 
e s s io n  E n d e d  
4 / 2 5 / 2 0 0 7 )  j

reates a sales tax exem ption fo r wireless service T 
ovider equ ipm en t and prim ary sector 

lecommumcations equ ipm ent

ax Incen tives

dfe °
h l o  |o H HB 72 7c House Committee on j u uates the Onio Broadband and W ireless A<.sessment

http:./w w w .ncsl.org programs lis, legislation BroadbundBills.htm 2/8/2008
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i
Public Utilities 
02/27/2007

Telecommunications Task Force to exam ine and 
nake recommendations on the ava ilab ility o f 
broadband and wireless te lecommun ica tions in 
Jhio and any econom ic im pact such ava ilab ility 

creates, the presen t or fu tu re ava ilab ility o f 
broadband and wireless te lecommun ica tions in all 
3hio counties, and any o the r issues the Task Force | 

deems appropria te

) h i o 3H S B 24 {Approved by G overnor ■ 
0 6 /3 0 /2 0 0 7

p rov ides tha t if the d irec to r o f deve lopm ent 
leterm lnes tha t a g ran t from the industria l site 
im provement fund may create new jobs or 
•reserve exis ting jobs and em ploym ent 
ipportun lties In an elig ib le county, the d irec to r 
|may g ran t up to $750 ,000 for in 'ra s tru c tu re 

Improvements, includ ing broadband insta lla tion .

[Dep loyment

[ P e n n s y l v a n i a  PA H B 327 (To House Committee on 
Consumer Affairs - 
02/09/2007

Mlows politica l subd iv is ions to o ffe r broadband 

services only a fte r E m i t t i n g  a w ritten request to 

[the local ex^ha.ige te lecommun ica tions company 
serving the area and when, w ith in tw o m onths of 
[receipt of the request, the local exchange 
[te lecommunications company or one o f Its a ffllia tes | 
has not agreed to provide the data speeds 
[requested

jo ve rnm en t 
Jwnersh ip/Opera tion

k
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  [SC H B 356? t c t  169 A pp roved  - 

36 /1 4 /2 0 0 7

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  ISC S B 465 Regular Session Ended  
0 6 /2 9 /2 0 0 7

Creates the South Carolina Wireless Technology 
and Communica tions Comm ission to oversee 
im p lem en ta tion o f a sta tew ide wireless broadband 
network, specific du ties include leverag ing sta te - 
owned te lecommun ica tions in fras truc tu re and 
coord inating gove rnm en t and p riva te entities.

loo rd ina tion and 
Leade rsh ip

T e n n e s s e e  [TN H.B

2099 /S B 

1580

Chapter 164 A pproved  
0 5 /1 5 /2 0 0 7

- [t 'tp a n d s membersh ip o f theTennessee Broadband 
ask Force include a represen ta tive from the 

epartm en t o f education and requ ires the task 
'orce to conduct an annual broadband dep loym ent 
ssessment and subm it a repo rt regard ing same

*ssessment

T e n n e s s e e TN H.B.

! 100/S B 
|1572

R eguur Session Ended 
0 6 /1 2 /2 0 0 7

I

Creates the nonp ro fit Tennessee broadband access 
orpora tion to fac ilita te the dep loym en t o f 

noadband access to every home and business in 
:he state by 1) track ing the dep loym en t and 
idoption o f te lecommun ica tions and in fo rm a tion 
echnology, 2) enabling pub lic -p riva te partne rsh ips ! 
mong te lecommun ica tions providers and re levan t 
lovernment en titie s ; and 3) serv ing as a resource 
for citizens and o the r gove rnm en t agencies to 
ddress concerns and questions regard ing 
;elecommumcations and in fo rm a tion techno logy 
issues

Coordination and 
.eadership

[ T e n n e s s e e TN H B 

2102 ,S B 
1715

y teg u ia r Session Ended 
- 0 6 /1 2 /2 0 0 7

[Requires the depa rtm en t o f econom ic and 
Community deve lopm ent to establish the 
to n ne c tTN  program to support statew ide 
[broadband dep loym ent

[Coord ina tion and 
Leadership

[ T e n n e s s e e Tfl H 1*

2103, 5 B 
1716

R egu la r Session Ended 
- 0 6 /1 2 /2 0 0 7

Establishes the ConnectTN program to promote 
broadband expansion th roughou t the sta te Also 
authorizes data co llection from any public or 
p riva te entity so tha t Tennesseans' access to 
broadband techno log ies can be assessed

Assessment

T e n n e s s e e TM riB  

2104, S B 
171? 1

R egular Session Ended 
0 6 /1 2 /2 0 0 7  '■

In con junction w ith the ConnectTN program , 
directs the depa rtm en t o f econom ic and 
community deve lopm ent to work closely with 
community leaders to develop and im p lem en t 
echnology grow th stra teg ies |

Coord ination and 
Leadershipi

http w w w .ncsl.org programs lis legislation, BroadbandBills.htm 7 x/?nnx
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Jtah UT S B 268 4 c f  3 7  A p p r o v e d  
9 3 / 1 5 / 2 0 0 7

Establishes a restric ted account w ith in the general 
fund to be used fo r gran t to providers deploying 

broadband serv ice m rura l areas. Appropria tes $1 
m illion from  the gene ia l fund fo r fiscal year 2007 

2008 to the rura l broadband service fund restric ted 
account Requires providers in terested in receiving 
grant money to file an application w ith a viable 
business plan tha t includes the in itia l te rm s and 
conditions o f the service they in tend to provide

Rural Access

/ e r m o n t V T H B  248 4 c f  7 9  A p p r o v e d  
9 6 / 0 9 / 2 0 0 7

Establishes the Verm ont Telecommunications 
Autho rity to fac ilita te the deploym ent o f broadband 
n fras tru c tu re and services fo r residents and 
busmesses th roughou t Vermont w ith a focus on 
unserved and underse ved a rras . The Au tho rity 
would be able to issue S40,00o.000 in bonds to 
support the goal o f ubiquitous brc dband and 
wireless in fras truc tu re by 2010.

Coordination and 
Leadership

/ e r m o n t VT H B 443 R e g u la r  S e s s i o n  E n d e d  
0 5 / 1 2 / 2 0 0 7

/ i r g i n i a VA N 8, J3 8 5 C h a p te r  3 2 2  A p p r o v e d  
9 3 / 1 3 / 2 0 0 7

/ a s h i n g t o n

9

WA H B 1128 C h a p te r  5 2 2  A p p r o v e d  - 
9 5 / 1 5 / 2 0 0 7

quires te lecommunica tions p ro v id e r to adopt a 
n .cwork modern iza tion plan to accelerate the 
ava ilab ility o f broadband se rv rc» .

Regulation

Creates separate classification fo r tangib le personal 
p rope rty owned and used by certa in providers o f 
wireless broadband In te rne t service fo r local 
taxa tion purposes

Tax Incentives

Appropria tes funding to the U tilities and 
Transporta tion Commission to conduct a survey 
tha t iden tifies factors preventing the widespread 

ava ilab ility and use o f broadband technologies. The 
survey m ust collect and in te rp re t reliable 
geographic, demographic , cu ltu ra l, and 
te lecommun ica tions technology in fo rm a tion to 
den tify broadband disparities in the state

Assessment

/a sh ing ton WA S B. 5120 R e g u la r  S e s s i o n  E n d e d  
0 4 / 2 2 / 2 0 0 7

Requires the Departm en t o f Community , Trade, 
and Econom ic deve lopment to comm ission a 
survey on the dep loym ent of broadband 
technologies among households In the state.

Assessment

Zest V irg in ia WV H.B 3007 R e g u la r  S e s s i o n  E n d e d  
0 3 / 1 0 / 2 0 0 7

Creates the W ireless In fras truc tu re Council; 
authorizes long te rm  leases of sta te owned 
p rope rty fo r the placement and operation o f 
wireless In fras truc tu re , creates the Wireless 
In fra s tru c tu re Assistance Fund, and grants the 
Comm issioner o f Highways the power o f em inent 
domain and disbursements.

•Coordination and 
Leadership

All b ills are assigned to at least one o f the fo llow ing categories Assessment, BPL, Coord ina ticn & Leadership, Defin ition , Financing, 
3ove rnm en t Ownership & Operation, Network Neutra lity . Passenger Rail Services, Public Private Partnership, Repeal, Rights of-VVay,Taxi 
(Incen tives, and Universal Service

Compiled by Michelle Larson Kncg, \ j t io n a i Conference of State Legislatures
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Alaska Statewide Telecommunications Workshop
Friday. February 15, 2008 

8:30 am -  4:30 pm

Hotel C apta in  Cook

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s ’ B r o a d b a n d  I n i t i a t i v e s

“The Senator remains very focused on the important economic opportunities and quality o f  life 
improv ements that broadband can bring to Alaska. If you have any questions about any o f  these, 
please don’t hesitate to give me a call.” -  Paul Nagle, Republican Chief Counsel Com m ittee on 
Commerce, Science and Transportation

S. 1965, Pro tecting  C h ild ren  in the 21" C e n tu ry  -  Senator Stevens introduced this bill with 
Senator Inouye and 20 co-sponsors.

This bill would require schools that receive Federal E-Rate funds to offer education regarding 
online behavior, including social networking, chat rooms, and cyberbullying awareness and 
response. Children need to understand how to protect their identity on the Internet and what 
constitutes suspicious behavior. This bill would also create an interagency working group to 
identify a 4 encourage technologies and initiatives to help parents protect their children from 
inappropriate content. Educating children about safe behaviors on the Internet and educating 
parents about the tools they have available is the single best method to greatly improve Internet 
safety.

S. 1853, C om m unity  B ro ad b an d  Act o f  2007 -  Senator Stevens is a cosponsor.

This bill would make it easier for municipalities, cities, and towns across our nation to offer 
broadband access to their residents through public-private partnerships. When the market 
doesn 't respond quickly enough, local officials need to be able to step in and provide for the 
broadband needs o f  their citizens in a responsible way.

FY 08 O m nibus

The omnibus includes a Senator Steven’s amendment authorizing $4.5 million for Fiscal Years 
2(108 and 2009 io provide pilot project grants for Internet technology ro minority se n  ing 
institutions, including at least one serving Alaska Natives. Hopefully, with successful pilot 
projects this program can be expanded to all such institutions. The Omnibus was signed into law 
late last year.

Sponsored by the University o f Alaska and the Institute o f the Sorth



Farm Bill

The Senate passed Farm Bill contains a Steven’s amendment to update an existing broadband 
gr nt program to provide for broadband grants to communities that already have dial-up 
cc nncctions. When the program was first initiated years ago, many communities d idn ’t even 
h .vc I ,cal dial-up access. Obviously , that has changed. Because the program bars communities 
with dial-up access, over $6 million allocated to Alaska has not yet been awarded. This change 
will allow that money to go to communities that don’t yet have broadband access (but may have 
dial-up). The conference for the Farm Bill is ongoing.

Internet Tax

Senator Stevens took the lead in securing the compromise to extend the Internet Tax moratorium 
for seven years. This is the longest extension o f  the moratorium in its history. This w ill help 
keep the price o f  Internet access affordable for families and continue to expand Internet access.

Universal Serv ice

Senator Stevens has again championed extensions to the ADA exemption for the E-Rate program 
and prohibiting the FCC from implementing any restrictions on universal service limiting 
support to a primary line.

The Senator has also registered his concerns with the FCC that they not implement any interim 
measures to the USF program that would disrupt service rollout to Alaska or other unserved rural 
areas and has emphasized that any change be competitively neutral.

Provided by:

Paul J. Nagle
Republican C hief Counsel
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation
United State Senate
554 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D C. 20510
(202) 224-4878 Office Direct
(202) 224-1259 Fax
(202) 215-1285 Mobile
P.ml \ a ulo n c>■nnncrcc senate tun

Sponsored by the University o f Alaska and the Institute o f the Xorth



STATE OF ALASKA
THE LEGISLATURE

L e g i s l a t iv e  
R e s o l v e  No.

52

Relating to inform ation infrastructure and establishing the Alaska Information Infrastructure 
Policy Task Force.

m  __________________

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

W H E R E A S  the developm ent o f  information infrastructure will provide Alaska 

com m unities with access to broadband connectivity and provide for improved 

telecomm unications, health  care, education, homeland security, and econom ic development 

opportunities: and

W H E R E A S  access to fiber optic and wireless connectivity will help bridge the digital 

divide that separates rural Alaska from the benefits o f  technological advances realized by 

urban areas; and

W H E R E A S  public-private partnerships have been used successfully around the globe 

to facilitate inform ation infrastructure development: and

W H E R E A S  the A laska Industrial Development and Export Authority may issue 

conduit revenue bonds for qualified applicants;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature establishes the Alaska 

Information Infrastructure Policy Task Force to review and analyze the state's current and

-I -  Enrolled HCR 32

2 0 0 4
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long-term information infrastructure needs; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the task force shall identify existing  public and private 

fiber and broadband infrastructure in Alaska; and be it

F l ’R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the task force shall conduct a preliminary analysis o f  

the state's long-term infrastructure needs; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the task force shall consider how  best to define the 

state's role and interest in information infrastructure development; and be it

F l 'R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the task force shall address the state's long-term 

information infrastructure needs by encouraging industry and govem m c.it  to take action, 

either separately or through jo in t efforts such as pooling and integrated resource planning, to 

meet those needs; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the task force shall develop a long-term information 

infrastructure plan for Alaska that will efficiently enhance the state's econom ic future; and be 

it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the task force shall be com posed o f  13 members.

the House o f  Representatives, one chosen by the President o f  the Senate, and one chosen

F U R T H E R  R E SO L V  ED  that the members o f  the task force shall select a chair from 

among themselves; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that r. s ta ff  m em ber and o ther resources shall be provided

% including

(1) the com m issioner o f  administration or the com missioner's  designee;

(2) the com m issioner o f  military and veterans' affairs or the commissioner's

designee;

(3) the com m issioner o f  community and econom ic development or the 

commissioner's designee;

(4) one m em ber chosen by the President o f  the University o f  Alaska;

(5) six at-large members chosen jo in tly  by the Speaker o f  the House o f

Representatives and the President o f  the Senate;

(6) three m em bers o f  the legislature, including one chosen by the Speaker o f

jointly  by the minority leaders o f  the House o f  Representatives and the Senate; and be it

# to the task force, as necessary, by the legislature; ind be it

Enrolled HC R 32



FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force is to begin work on June 1, 2004, or as 
soon after that date as possible; and be it

Fl'RTHER RESOLVED that the task force may meet during the interim; and be it 
FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force members shall serve without 

compensation but are entitled to transportation expenses and per diem as authorized for 
members of boards and commissions under AS 39.20.180; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall provide a report of its findings, the 
long-term information infrastructure plan, and any draft legislation the task force finds 
necessary to meet the identified long-term infrastructure needs of the state to the legislature 
not later than the first day of the First Regular Session of the Twenty-Fourth Alaska State 
Legislature; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force may make any interim reports on 
infomiation infrastructure issues that it considers advisable; and be it

FURTLZR RESOLVED that the task force is terminated not later than the 
adjournment of the First Regular Session of the Twenty-Fourth Alaska State Legislature.

-3- Knrolled I ICR 32



web site: http: www.akrepublicans.org

I louse Majority Press
Craig Johnson (907) 26Q-0IO7
Renee Limogc (^(>7) 269-0164

Senate Majority Press 
Jeff Turner (907)269-0257

FOR IMM ED IATE RELEASE: November 22. 2004 CONTACT: Renee Limoge (907) 269-0164

First Meeting of Alaska Information 
Infrastructure Task Force

(A N C H O R A G E) -  The A laska Information Infrastructure Task Force held its organization meeting 
earlier today. The Task Force, m ade up o f  members o f  the com munity  and governm ent were appointed 
by presiding officers Senator Gene Therriault (R-North Pole) and Representative Pete Kott (R-Eagle 
River).

“ Alaska is perfectly positioned to be an important part o f  the global econom ic future. It is vital to our 
state that we all have access to health care, education, governm ent services, homeland security and 

) econom ic developm ent through the use o f  broadband telecomm unications services,” said Speaker Kott.

Created by HCR 32 during the 23<li Legislature, the Task Force will review  and analyze current
infrastructure, conduct an analysis o f  long-term needs, define the s ta te’s role, act as advocates to
industry and governm ent, and develop a long-term strategic plan for all Alaskans.

Dr. H.A. “ Red" Boucher and Com m issioner Craig Campbell were selected by fellow m embers o f  the 
Task Force to serve as Co-Chairs.

“ This is not a widget committee, but a long-range Alaska policy initiative,” said Dr. Boucher

Representative Reggie Joule (D-Kotzebue) said, “ It is important that we em pow er people through 
information management, as opposed to enabling them, and allow them to ei..brace change, not fear it.” 
He went on to say, "There are great possibilities but without a plan there are many missed 
opportunities.”

The next meeting o f  (he Task Force will take place on D ecem ber 3, 2004 at 10:00 A.M. at the
Anchorage I -gislative Information Office. The public is encouraged to attend.

http://www.akrepublicans.org
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H ouse Concsirrcnt R esolution 6 

In 2003 the Alaska State Legislature passed HCR 32 in order to establish the 

information Infrastructure Policy Task Force. HCR 6 extends that task force. The task 

force is charged with consideration of Alaska's role and interest in long-term information 

infrastructure development in order to provide all Alaska communities improved 

telecommunications, health care, and education, homeland security, economic 

development opportunities, and access to government via broadband connectivity.

The Task Force will also investigate and recommend access to fiber optic connectivity 

to help bridge the divide that separates rural Alaska from the benefits of technological 

advances realized in urban areas. It will look at successful public-private partnerships to 

facilitate information infrastructure development. The Task Force will develop a 

comprehensive package with recommendations including legislation, if necessary, to 

meet the needs of Alaska.

Unfortunately, time expired last session on HCR 6 and it took the Task Force with it.

The Senate amended version of House Concurrent Resolution 6 reestablishes the Task 

Force and sets a new date that the Alaska Information Infrastructure Policy Task Force 

reports its findings and submits any draft legislation to the legislature, and terminates by 

the first day of the Second Regular Session of the Twenty-Fifth Alaska State 

Legislature

We respectfully request favorable consideration and support for HCR 6.
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Now more than ever before 
SECURITY of Alaska’s Information

People tend to think that someone else is taking
care

role as policy makers
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Sieve Smith C h ie f Inform ation Technology O fficer
910 V ukon Drive, Suite 103 : Fairbanks A K  99775-5320 | Phone 907-150-8383 | Fax 907-450-8375

February 29. 2008

Representative David (Tuttenberg 
State Capitol, Room 418 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Guttenberg,

I am in full support o f  HB 388, creating the Alaska Broadband Task Force. The Alaska 
Broadband Task Force will help the state m ove forward to ensure all citizens have affordable 
access to an essential infrastructure for business, health, education, government and economic 
development. Many oilier states including Hawaii, California, Kent cky, Missouri, Ohio and 
North Carolina, have a broadband task force or initiative under way. There is also similar 
interest in broadband deployment at the federal level.

Alaska, so dependent on telecommunications for cve.y  aspect o f  life, needs, above all other 
states, to bring focus on this important issue. From a university perspective, we strive every day, 
working with carriers and communities, to use telecommunications to deliver higher education to 
every citizen o f  the state regardless o f  location.

O n behalf  o f  the University o f  Alaska, I support this effort to bring focus to this critical aspect o f  
life in Alaska and hope you too will support I IB 388.

I f  you have questions, pLuse feel free to contact me at 907-450-8389 ( ste \e .sm iths/ a laska.edu).

Sincerely,

Steve Smith
C h ie f  Information Technology Officer 
University o f  Alaska

Ce: Mike Tibbies, Office o f  the Governor
Pete Kelly, UA State Relations
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Anchorage, AK 99516 

(907) 563-4000
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Ex {-cut iv? Director
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James Rowe
FAX .007) 562-3776 
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February 28, 2008

Rep. David Guttenberg 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 9 9 8 0 1

RE: MB 388

Dear Representative Guttenberg,

Thank you for your attention to telecommunications issues in the state and especially for your recent 

action to intrc 'uce  UB 388 to establish an Alaska Broadband Task Force. As the m em bers o f  the 

Alaska Telephone Association all serve high-cost rural communities and have first-hand experience with 

the challenges o f  delivering broadband, the desire o f  customers for broadband, and the benefits that 

broadband access can bring, we will m onitor the progress o f  this legislation and look forward with 

enthusiasm to working with the task force upon its creation.

Sincerely,
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JUNEAU — Rep. David Guttenberg, D-Fairbanks, is working on a bill that would set up a 13- 
member task lorce to study statewide access to broadband Internet service and recommend 
ways to get serv ice to more Alaskans.

Guttenberg got involved in the issue before the start of the legislative session when he polled 
fairbanks area residents on their level of service and struggled with a slow connection himself 
on Murphy Dome Road.

Guttenberg’s bill is modeled after similar legislation passed last year in Hawaii. It would create 
a task force appointed by legislative leaders and consisting of state law makers, service 
providers and local, state and federal officials.

The task force would be charged with assessing the level of service across the state and setting 
a goal for an “acceptable" level of service. It would submit initial findings and 
recommendations by January and a finai report before the end of 2009.

"(I )he deployment ol broadband networking and advanced telecommunications services 
throughout the state are essential for the state to keep pace with global changes in economic 
diversification, education, health care, energy and environmental technology, and public 
safety,” states a draft of the bill.
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BY CARRY BOULARD

W
hen South Dakota Senator Orville 
Smidt surveys his state's growing 
and vast communications infra­
structure. he's hopeful about the 

future. "Wc have more coverage at this point, 
particularly in the most remote communities.

SENATOR 

ORVILLE SMIDT

SOUTH DAKOTA

than we’ve ever had." he says.
"And the involvement of different institu­

tions here who absolutely have to have high­
speed Internet connections for their work has 
made our situation only better," Smidt says 

Those institutions include the Homestake 
Deep Underground Science and Engineering 
Laboratory, a national lab in the state's Black 
Hills run by the National Science Foundation, 
the EROS Data Center in Sioux Falls, which 
produces aerial satellite mapping, and the 
Geographical Information Science Center of 
Excellence at South Dakota State University 
All ol them have a "very significant interest, 
emphasis and need for the kind of high-speed 
Internet connections that you can get only 
with broadband." Smidt says,

LEFT BEHIND
Rural states like South Dakota are limited 

by geography Beyond their academic institu­
tions. govemmeni and urban suburban clus- 

^mam huge areas untouched by hroad-

band. Technology experts call this a "digital 
opportunity gap" that could potentially limit 
future economic opportunities.

“So much o f  what creates stability and 
growth—job creation, health care and educa­
tion access—comes with the availability of 
broadband,” says Bill Gilles. director of the 
Center to Bridge the Digital Divide at Wash­
ington State University. “Any town or remote 
section of n state without it is at a real disad­
vantage." he says.

“Unfortunately, parts of our country are 
still being left behind." agrees Rick Cimer 
man, vice president for state governmen 
affairs at the National Cable & Telecommu 
nications Association in Washington, D C 
"To make matters worse, many of these area 
are the same places that have decreasing pop 
utations and industries and are already eco 
nomically challenged."

For years, South Dakota’s challenge has 
stemmed from being bypassed by a national

high-speed network with more than a do/en 
regional connections across the country. The 
stale's inability to connect with the highest- 
speed Internet has put millions of dollars in 
research funding at risk because universities 
and research centers have been unable to pub­
licize their holarship or share information

“Not b. ,.g connected hurl economic 
development in some of our more remote 
areas and limited the potential of our univer­
sities to do their work and attract new talent," 
says Smidt

But early in 2007, access to the highest- 
speed Internet finally came to South Dakota. 
The Great Plains Education Foundation 
announced that it was donating more than 
S8 million to connect the state's universities 
and government to the dedicated 10-gigabyte 
fiber optic network. In return, the state will 
pay up to SI.7 million a year for operating 
costs.

The effort to put South Dakota on the right 
side of the digital divide represents a strug­
gle that continues to exist in other parts of 
the country. It has taken nearly 10 years for 
broadband to become widely available for 
both public and private ase.

Uimerman says it is now available to 
about 94 percent o f  the country. "Service 
started out in our urban and suburban areas 
and moved into the more rural parts of every 
state," he says

THE REMAINING 6  PERCENT
Many telecommunications companies arc
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LEGISLATURES WORK ON BROADBAND

^ P > t

The opportunity for states to “ receive 
economic development bonus point*" 

for having statewide broadband access 
is "quickly passing," says a report firotn 
the Arizona Department o f Commerce. 
Soon the availability of broadband will be 
expected, and “states that have not found 
a way to establish it will be penalized as 
businesses and technology-dependent 
workers o f tomorrow choose to locate 
elsewhere."
More than 30 states reacted to that kind 

o f thinking in 2007. Lawmakers intro­
duced legislation to promote broadband 
and more are expected to do so this session 
as the benefits of broadband become more 
widely acknowledged. "Broadband has the 
power to create jobs, transform education 
and improve the delivery o f government 
services," says Tennessee Representative 
Mark Maddox.
To make sure broadband is available to 

everyone, lawmakers are creating incen­
tives for providers through grants, loans 
and tax credits, streamlining regulatory 
structures and improving access to public 
ghts-of-way. To help create demand for 
roadband services, legislators are pro­
moting technology literacy among citi­
zens by funding or encouraging distanca 
education programs and telemedicine or 
health care initiatives. More and more 
government and public safety services 
are available through high-speed broad­
band networks.
Here are just a few of the bills enacted in 

2007. Arkansas created Connec' Arkansas, 
based on the ConncctKentucky model, to 
promote the availability and use of broad­
band with the goal o f universal service

by 2012. A key component is a system to 
identify unserved and underserved areas. 
The approach also includes technology lit­
eracy and education programs so that citi­
zens can take full advantage of broadband 
services.
The Hawaii Legislature established a 

broadband task force to work on wider 
sccess to public rights-of-way and iden­
tify opportunities for increasing broad­
band coverage. The task force will look 
into the me o f very high-speed broadband 
service* and new advanced communications 
technologies.
Indiana legislation provides for broad­

band development financing through the 
state's Economic Development Corporation.
Utah pasaed legislation establishing a 

restricted account within the general fund 
to be used for grants to providers taking 
broadband service to rural areas.
The Vermont General Assembly cre­

ated ■ telecommunications authority to 
issue bonds to support a statewide broad­
band and wireless infrastructure by 2010.
It also will provide loans, grants and other 
financial guarantees, and gather data on 
wireless and broadband inf?aatnicture 
and services. Vermont will waive the fees 
required for access to state-owned trans­
portation rights-of-way for providers.
Washington lawmakers funded a survey 

to identify factors preventing the wide­
spread availability and use of broadband 
technologies. The survey w ill collect 
and interpret reliable geographic, demo­
graphic, cultural and telecommunications 
technology information to identify broad­
band disparities in the state.

— P a m  G r e tn b t r g ,  ,VCSL

reluctant to meet the needs of the remaining 
percent because the return from subscribers 

is so low, But some companies say they arc 
doing all they can 

"We’re not by any means running from 
the challenge of deployment.” says Walter 
W bite, the vice-president for state jnd local 
governmental affairs with Verizon Commu­
nications. W e arc one of the most aggros-

#
 investors of broadband in ihe L.S., and 
ist in the cities, hut in hundreds of rural 
communities across ihe country "

ii

Even so, W hite adds, "There arc limits as 
to how much any one company can do We 
arc not a full-pockets type of operation "

And even with the help of the private sec­
tor. increased broadband usage may jlso be 
limited by demographies A significant per­
centage of Americans over the age of M) liv­
ing in areas that have broadband availability 
continue to prefer dial-up, according to a 
report by ihe Pew Internet and American Life 
Project.

Broadband users tend to be people who

REPRESENTATIVE 

TOM SLOAN 

KANSAS

logged onto the Internet early on. and are 
“wealthier, better educated and more likely to 
be male than dial-up users," the report says, 
“The broadband crowd is more suburban and 
urban than the dial-up population. The dial­
up population is proportionally more rural."
But Kansas Representative Tom J Sloan 

says the argument that a significant percent­
age o f rural residents w ill continue to use 
dial-up even if broadband is available misses 
the point. “ We know there are people in these 
communities who not only would use it, but 
need it and are looking to us to help them."
Sloan points to proponents of telemedicine 

and telehcalth, distance education and busi­
ness owners as folks who would greatly ben­
efit by having a high-speed Internet connec­
tion. "I know, because many of them have 
told me so," he says. "It is our responsibility 
to figure out at least a way to make broad­
band available, regardless of whether they all 
end up using it or not."
The importance o f making broadband 

available for everyone can’ t be overstated, 
Hawaii Senator Carol Fukunuga says, even 
though there is not much o f a market in

sparsely populated areas.
"Broadband availability is becoming cru­

cial," she says, "especially when it comes to 
finding solutions to problems in health care, 
education and economic diversification 
There is no part of our state that can go for 
very long without it ”

STAYING COMPETITIVE
Indeed, states lacking high-speed IT con­

nections are at risk of missing out on the 
opportunities of j  new and rapidly iliang-

>i -I iom



mg economy Some experts say this new 
.^^cchnology  is transforming the country more 

' ■Rvainatically than Ihe Industrial Resolution 
when it caused massive population shifts 

from rural to urban areas 
"About three-quarters of occupations and 

job functions in the United States today arc 
information-based jobs." says tiillcs. “They 
can, for the most part, be performed any­
where A lot of them, in recent years, have 
gone to India, Ireland and Australia We have 
been losing jobs in our country because our 
economy is still not fully prepared to be com­
petitive in a global world."

That could change. Lillies says Many 
American-based companies that have out­
sourced jobs in recent years have begun 
to rethink such strategies. "Many of these 
companies now believe they could enjoy the 
same kind of economic advantages by hav­
ing their work done in rural America instead 
of India," says Lillies "If we don’t have the 
broadband infrastructure in place, we could 
very well end up missing out on a great eco­
nomic opportunity."

States are trying to show providers that 
there arc customers in the remote areas. They

•
e been putting more government informa- 
online, hoping to show that there's inter­

est for it in rural areas 
"We have one program up and running with 

links to all of our state agencies." says Sloan 
in Kansas. "And another program, just to show 
that it can be done, provides high speed IT ser­
vices to our schools, libraries and hospitals.” 

Senator Smidt says South Dakota has made 
a big effort to wire K-12 schools " W e’re try­
ing to create a constituency o f  parents who 
can go online and do things like check their 
kids’ grades ”

PARTNERSHIPS WITH PROVIDERS
States have also seen success in extending 

broadband serv ices by entering into partner- 
slvns w ith the private sector "Those kinds of 
partnerships have really shown the greatest 
results," says Omerman He points out that 
prov ulers can more accurately pinpoint areas 
of a stale that are either unserved or under* 
served and that the more >er\tees state and 
local governments offer online, the more 
interested citizensare in buying broadband 

^ ^ o ic b  partnerships can include a wide 
^ ^ B t y  of arrangements, particularly at the 
lucil level that may include a city owning 
a wireless network outright and contracting

out with a private company to provide the 
services, or a municipality becoming what 
is called an "anchor tenant" through the pur­
chase of a certain amount of services on a 
network owned by a p vale company 

Berkshire Connect, based in Pittsfield, 
Mass . has aggregated demand at the county 
level among such big users as schools, hos­
pitals and nonprofit organizations. Doing 
so lets n offer wide broadband services at 
a lower price in a state where more than 
30 towns have no broadband accessibility 
at all. The City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
has established a Wi-FI network through a

NCSL CONNECTING 
AM ERICA P A R T N E R S  

PR O JEC T . •

N
CSL's Connecting America Broad­
band Policy Issues and Options for 
State Legislatures project, sponsored by 

the NCSL Foundation for State Legisla­
tures. has brought broadband issues to 
the forefront for state legislators. Infor­
mation from a scries of programs during 
2006 and 2 0 0 7  and current legislation 
and state statutes are available at www 
ncsl.org programs lis Conneci rnenca. 
htm

The task lorce is chaired by Hawaii 
Senator Carol Fukunaga and South 
Dakota Senator Orville Smidt. and is 
coi oscd of state legislators, legislative 
staff and private sector panncrs

public-private partnership, while the Clah 
Telecommunication Open Infrastructure 
Agency is a network owned by more than 
a dozen cities crisscrossing the state, with 
multiple service providers.

One of the most comprehensive programs 
is offered by the not-for-profit Connect Ken­
tucky, which has evolved into Ihe national 
not-for-profit Connected Nation W ith more 
than S '  million in both state an J  federal 
money and investments from providers in 
excess of S'tlt) million. Connect Kentucky 
has been able to change the broadband land­
scape in Kentucky in just three years

"When we began, 60 percent of the house­
holds in Kentucky had the ability to sub­
scribe Today it’s about ‘>5 percent," says 
Brian Mefford. executive director of C on* 
nectcd Nation "That means about non,unit 
new households have been able to subscribe

to broadband who could not before." The 
number of people actually using broadband 
jumped from 22 percent to 4-4 percent

Broadband availability and use has enjoy ed 
such growth in Kentucky because high-speed 
proponents sal down early on with stale and 
local officials as well as leaders in education, 
health care and business to determine their 
needs and the extent of their support.

"We tried to engage everyone who might 
be a part of the process, from the legislature 
to state agencies, local community leaders 
and those companies from the private sector 
who have a vested interest in the growth of 
technology," Mefford says.

F.-commumty leadership teams were set up 
to ask local government, health care, educa­
tion and business leaders how they would 
use such technology, what they already had 
and what did they need. By creating a busi­
ness plan for broadband use in the state and 
documenting potential subscriber support. 
Connect Kentucky was able to lure provid­
ers into the market. It resulted in broadband 
getting into small pockets of the state where 
it had never existed before.

A similar Connect Nation elTori is under­
way in Tennessee. The blueprint for Connect 
Kentucky's success can be used in any state, 
Mefford says. "The key is to get as many 
people involved as possible”

The approach has won the praise of law­
makers across the country, particularly 
Fukanaga in Hawaii "State lawmakers i 
do so much in this area simply by bringing 
all of the interested stakeholders together and 
establishing working groups to examine how I1/ 
best to get from point A to point B," she says.

"Our challenges in Hawaii are particularly 
great, not just because we are a small remote 
state, but also because wc have multiple 
islands," Fukanaga says "Even so, a lot of 
us have woken up to the idea that we don’t 
have to wait around for the feds to get this 
started for us We can greatly increase broad­
band availability and use. and in the process 
enhance education, health care and educa­
tional opportunities for our people. And we 
can do it nearly entirely at the stale level " “

itil
s can 'ill 
iging ’J A

CHECH OUT our on line  (J  &  A  w ith B rian 
Xtcfford. prcMdcnl and I ’F u  o f  Connected 
Nation, who has emerged as a prom inent 
advocate o f public and pnv »ie partnerships 
V oti'll also fin d  a lis t o f  stale task forces 
established lo  deal w ith  broadband issues and 
lin ks  lo the ir sites land ihe link  at ww w ncsl 
org m aga/m c
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Comm unications Technology M anagem ent Program  
School of Business and M anagem ent 
University of San Francisco
2130 Fulton Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117, USA 
Telephone: 415-422-2504 Fax: 415-422-2502 
E-mail: telccom@usfca.edu

Representative David Guttenberg 
State Capitol, Room 4! 8 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Guttenberg:

1 am writing to support HB 388 to establish an Alaska Broadband Task Force.

I have been involved in telecommunications planning and policy for Alaska since the 1970s, 
when I worked on the evaluation o f  the early NASA satellite projects for telemedicine and 
distance education, and then with the G overnor’s Office o f  Telecomm unications on planning for 
the operational satellite system for 200 villages that was the forerunner o f  the present satellite 
network.

I have also done research on telecommunications for rural development in many parts o f  the 
world, and frequently cite A laska’s experience with communications for isolated communities as 
an exam ple o f  com bin ing  private sector initiative and public sector funding such as for the E- 
Rate and other universal service support. 1 am also a participant in the Arctic C ouncil’s 
Information and Com m unications Technologies Assessment where A laska’s experience with 
telecom m unications is an important exam ple for other Arctic regions.

I recently participated in the Alaska Telecommunications W orkshop held in Anchorage on 
February 15, 2008, where the necessity o f  planning for future broadband expansion and 
utilization in Alaska was discussed. As you know, many other states are conducting similar 
studies and initiatives. I have been involved with California’s Broadband Task Force, and 
recently participated in planning a similar initiative called Digital Ontario for the Canadian 
province o f  Ontario.

1 wish you every success, and would be pleased to contribute to A laska’s Broadband Task Force 
activities.

Yours sincerely,

Heather E. Hudson, Ph.D., J.D.
Professor, Com m unications Technology Management and Policy

mailto:telccom@usfca.edu
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J e f f  S t e p p

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Madison, Rebecca A [rebeccam@akrivertracks.com] 

Monday, March 10, 2008 3:31 PM 

Jeff Stepp

Support for House B,.i 388

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Red

Dear Representative Guttenberg, Representative Kerttula, and Representative LeDoux,

I am writing this leLer to support House Bill 388 in its effort to establish the Alaska Broadband Task Force.

Many rural areas of Alaska are in the unique position of relyinq on satellite connectivity for internet access. This 
costly infrastructure disenfranchises Alaska's rural residents. The cost of broadband internet to the home is so 
high that many are left to rely on access through the schools or library. Thus, the many business opportunities 
available via the internet are not available to rural residents. And, the high cost of internet and other 
telecommunications services to health care providers means that necessary continuing education and disease 
management digital materials are not currently available in critical care areas.

As the Director of Alaska ChartLink, I see first hand the disparities which exist within the state. We are building an 
Alaska eHealth Network connecting rural health care providers and existing urban health care networks in order 
to facilitate electronic health information exchange, expand telehealth capacity and enhance emergency response 
capabilities. As part of our project, we received $10.5 million dollars from the Federal Communications 
Commission to connect the rural providers and clinics to the urban hospitals and payers for the purpose of

•  expediting health information exchange and expanding telemedicine services. This project requires matching 
state and private dollars to succeed In order to provide the best and most cost effective network for Alaska's 
healthcare community we need a coordinated approach to identifying and implementing telecommunications 
services.

An Alaska Broadband Task Force would greatly benefit Alaskans by providing a mechanicm for coordinating 
projects such as ours. When infrastructure dollars are competitively applied for and awarded, these dollars should 
be implemented in a coordinated fashion that provides the best solution for Alaska’s citizens. The Alaska 
Broadband Task Force could act as that coordinating body by helping to identify barriers to broadband access, 
recommending options for removing barriers and identifying advanced telecommunications solutions that work.

This coordination would provide our project, the Alaska eHealth Network with valuable insight into how our funds 
could be deployed and would benefit the citizens of Alaska by providing a cost, effective statewide health care 
network We feel a deep commitment to improving the health and welfare of the citizens of Alaska while creating 
efficiencies in the health care system by working cooperatively with others throughout the state. This bill is an 
example of how Alaskans can work together to improve our way of life.

I support this bill and strongly urge the Legislature to act quickly to implement this Task Force. I see this as a 
next logical step toward improving access to broadband throughout Alaska.

Please give a positive consideration to Hose Bill 388 to improve the telecommunications infrastructure statewide 

Sincerely,

Rebecca Madison, Director 
Alaska ChartLink 
Ph. (907)457-1581

3/11/2008

mailto:rebeccam@akrivertracks.com


March 10, 2008

I am writing this letter to support House Bill 388 in its effort to establish the Alaska Broadband Tas': 
Force.

M any rural areas o f  Alaska are in the unique position o f  relying on satellite connectivity for internet 
access. This costly infrastructure disenfranchises A laska’s rural residents. The cost o f  broadband internet 
to the hom e is so high that m any are left to rely on access through the schools or library. Thus, the many 
business opportunities available via the internet arc not available to rural residents. And, the high cost o f  
internet and other telecomm unications services to health care providers means that necessary continuing 
education and disease managem ent digital materials are not currently available in critical care areas.

As the Director o f  Alaska ChartLink, I see first hand the disparities which exist within the state. We are 
building an Alaska eHealth Network connecting rural health care providers and existing urban health care 
networks in order to facilitate electronic health information exchange, expand telehealth capacity and 
enhance em ergency response capabilities. As part o f  our project, we received $10.5 million dollars from 
the Federal Comm unications Commission to connect the rural providers and clinics to the urban hospitals 
and payers lor the purpose o f  expediting health information exchange and expanding telemedicine 
services. This project requires m atching state and private dollars to succeed. In order to provide the best 
anil most cost effective network for A laska’s healthcare community, w e need a coordinated approach to 
identifying and im plem enting telecommunications services.

An Alaska Broadband Task Force would greatly benefit Alaskans by providing a m echanism for 
coordinating projects such as ours. When infrastructure dollars are competitively applied for and awarded, 
these dollars should be implemented in a coordinated fashion that provides the best solution foi A laska’s 
citizens. The Alaska Broadband Task Force could act as that coordinating body by helping to identify 
barriers to broadband access, recom m ending options for rem oving barriers and identifying advanced 
telecommunications solutions that work.

This coordination would provide our project, the Alaska eHealth Network with valuable insight into how 
our funds could be deployed and would benefit the citizens o f  Alaska by providing a cost, effective 
statewide health care network. We feel a deep com m itm ent to improving the health and welfare o f  the 
citizens o f  Alaska while creating efficiencies in the health care system by working cooperatively with 
others throughout the state. This bill is an exam ple o f  how Alaskans can work together to improve our 
way o f  life.

I support this bill and strongly urge the Legislature to act quickly to implement tl Task Force. I see this 
as a next logical step toward improving access to broadband throughout Alaska.

Please give a positive consideration to Hose Bill 388 to improve the telecomm unications infrastructure 
statewide.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Madison, Director 
Alaska ChartLink 
Ph: (907)457-1581

Dear Representative Guttenberg, Representative Kerttula, and Representative LeDoux,
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Representative David Guttenberg March 11, 2008
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State Capitol, Room 418 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Guttenberg,

As Executive Director o f  the Alaska Distance Education Consortium 1 am 
vvriimg in support o f  IIB388, which would create an Alaska Broadband Task 
Force. Almost exactly one hundred years after the original Alaska gold rush o f  
1898 -  which first put Alaska on the national and world maps as a part o f  t..e 
United States -  the race for broadband connectivity began. After an auspicious 
start in the late nineties when the Internet came North and Alaska was the 
state with the highest Internet penetration in the nation in terms o f  dial-up 
connectivity, Alaska has dropped out o f  the race for bandwidth due to its a 
lack o f  organization, unity and carry-through on how to meet the broadband 
challenge in its villages.

Despite several efforts by Senator Stevens to forge a consensus am ong state 
telecom players and enable fiscal support in a coordinated statewide approach 
(as op, sed to existing piecemeal projects), unity has never been achieved on 
this issue because there has always an odd-man out. It is past time for the 
State Legislature to step in and help forge a statewide consensus by 
authorizing a Broadband Task Force to address these issues.

Any consideration o f  broadband deployment strategies for rural Alaska might 
best begin with a series o f  questions which provide, even if  they cannot be 
answered, a suitable framework for discussion:

s  By the time all rural communities get residential access to 
current DSL and wireless connectivity, with high-speed rates 
o f  a few hundred kilobits in at least one direction, w o n ’t 
these speeds be viewed as the equivalent o f  today’s v.56 dial­
up m odem ?

s  F rom a purely technical standpoint, if  there arc successive 
waves o f  broadband technologies with increased transfer 
rates in the coming years, how many o f  these will even be 
susceptible to deployment in rural Alaska?

J  A m ong those technologies which do prove technically 
suitable, at what rate will they be deployed -  in five and ten 
year cycles after their adoption in urban areas? What will this

181b Bragaw Street ♦ u 202 • Anchorage. AK 99508 • phone 907786.1,189 ♦ fax 907.786.1121 ♦ akdcc.org
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mean in terms o f  rural economic developm ent, i.e., 
jobs, in village Alaska?

S  Finally, is there any way for rural Alaska to break free 
o f  this lag-time cycle and get ahead o f  the curve?
Need rural Alaskans always be behind in the 
broadband connectivity race?

There is no finish line in th<’ race for broadband. Since no one currently knows 
the best uses o f  greater and more affordable bandwidth, there is not even a 
shared conception o f  “excess” bandwidth. One consequence o f  the lack o f  
any broadband “ finish line” is that the problem o f  rural connectivity will not 
be resolved even when a certain “bit” rate is achieved, any m ore than the 
dem and for greater bandwidth in urban areas will be satisfied at some future 
time when new applications are no longer created. Instead, hum ans will 
always find inventive ways to “w'aste” bandwidth far in excess o f  what 
governm ent bureaucrats have defined as appropriate minimal entitlements.

The rural bandwidth problem is really one o f  com parable bandwidth and 
p r ic in g  actual bandwidth and cost only serve as points o f  com parison, i.e., a 
way o f  m easuring the w idening and narrowing o f  an ever-present digital 
divide. The pertinent question remains and requires an answer: can rural 
Alaskans effectively con.. etc fo r businesses antijobs i f they are always behind 
in the bandwidth race or paying substantially more fo r bandwidth?

An Alaska Broadband Task Force can: ( I ) provide the necessary research to 
answ er these questions; (2) educate the public on these issues; and (3) guide 
the Legislature in m aking intelligent decisions on how the State can accelerate 
broadband deployment, particularly to rural areas, and thereby increase 
A laska’ global economic competitiveness.

IIB388 is a very timely initiative and deserves bi-partisan support. Please feel 
free to contact me if I can assist you in seeing that an Alaska Broadband task 
Force becomes a reality.

Sincerely,

Rich Greenfield 
Lxecutive Director
Alaska Distance Education Consortium 
(tel. 907-269-4611)

111Ih llrayfiw Stmel ♦ II 20? ♦ Anchorage, AK 99508 ♦ phone 90/ 786.1389 ♦ lax 907.786 112! • akdec org
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
F e b ru a ry 17, 2006 

C o n ta c ts : A a ro n Saunde rs (202 ) 224 -1028 
S te ve V a c k o w s k i (202 ) 224 -5122

C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m a n  S t e v e n s  I n t r o d u c e s  A m e r i c a n  B r o a d b a n d  f o r  
C o m m u n i t i e s  A c t

Fo r Im m e d ia te  Re lease 
F e b ru a ry 17, 2006
C o n ta c ts : A a ro n S aunde rs w /S te v e n s  (202 ) 224-3991 
M e la n ie  A lv o rd  w /S te v e n s  (2 0 2 ) 224 -8456

Commerce Committee Chairman Stevens Introduces 
American Broadband for Communities Act

WASHINGTON DC - S e n a te C om m e rc e  C o m m it te e  C h a irm a n Ted S te vens (R -A la ska ) to d a y in t ro d u c e d  th e  Am e r ic a n 
B ro a d b a n d fo r C om m u n it ie s A c t o f 2006 . The A c t fre e s up s p e c trum  n o t b e in g used by b ro a d c a s te rs  fo r u n lic e n s e d 
w ire le s s  d e v ic e s w h ic h  w o u ld  p ro v id e  c om m u n it ie s  w ith  w ire le s s b ro a d b a n d a n d h om e n e tw o rk in g  se rv ic e s .

B ro a d ca s te rs a ie  a l lo c a te d  h u n d re d s o f m e g a h e r tz  (MHz) o f s p e c trum  to  p ro v id e  te le v is io n  s e rv ic e  a ss th e 
c o u n t r y . B u t in a n y on e m a rk e t som e o f th e  s p e c tru m  goes un u se d . Som e s tu d ie s h a ve in d ic a te d  th a t th e re  is m o re  
th a n  150 MHz o f s p e c tru m  in A n c h o ra g e , A la ska , and H o n o lu lu , H aw a ii, th a t c o u ld  b e used by u n lic e n s e d  de v ice s 
fo r w ire le s s  s e rv ic e s . Even in la rg e  c it ie s  lik e  B os ton and C h ica go i t is e s t im a te d  th a t n e a r ly  50 MHz o f s p e c trum
goes unu sed .

T h e  b i l l w o u ld  a l lo w  m a n u fa c tu re rs  to  des ig n u n lic e n s e d  d e v ic e s to  be o p e ra te d  in th e  b ro a d c a s t s p e c tru m  n o t 
>emg used by b ro a d c a s te rs . These u n lic e n s e d d e v ic e s w o u ld  m a k e  i t e a s ie r fo r  c om p a n ie s to  o f f e r  b ro a d b a n d 
se rv ic e s to  co n s um e rs . T h e d e v ic e s w o u ld  be de s ig n e d to  sense th e ir e n v iro n m e n t a nd id e n t i f y  w h a t s p e c trum  is in 
use an d w o u ld  o n ly  use p o r t io n s  o f th e  b ro a d c a s t s p e c tru m  n o t b e in g used b y b ro a d c a s te rs .

" A l lo w in g  u n lic e n s e d  o p e ra t io n s  in th e  b ro a d c a s t band c o u ld  p la y a s ig n i f ic a n t ro le  in b r in g in g  w ire le s s b ro a d b a n d 
an d h om e n e tw o rk in g  to  m o re  o f o u r c it iz e n s  b y lo w e r in g  cos ts , p a r t ic u la r ly  in A la ska w h e re  c o n n e c t iv i ty  is so 
im p o r ta n t du e to  o u r re m o te n e s s , '1 sa id S tevens .

T h e A m e r ic a n  B ro a d b a n d fo r C om m u n it ie s  A c ' a lso d ire c ts  th e  F e d e ra l C om m u n ic a t io n s C om m iss io n (FCC) c ra f t 
te c h n ic a l re q u ire m e n ts  fo r u n lic e n s e d  d e v ic e s in th e  b ro a d c a s t band th a t w o u ld  p r o te c t b ro a d c a s t s ta t io n s , a 
p ro c e e d in g  i t has a lre a d y in i t ia te d . In a d d it io n , th e  le g is la t io n  u rge s th e  FCC to  fu r t h e r e s ta b lis h  an in te r fe re n c e  
c o m p la in t re s o lu t io n  p ro ce s s fo r b ro a d c a s te rs .

" I b e lie v e  th a t th e  re q u ire m e n ts  in th e  b i l l w i l l g iv e th e  b ro a d c a s te rs a d d it io n a l p ro te c t io n  w h i le  a llo w in g  m o re 
e f f ic ie n t use o f th e  v a lu a b le  b io a d c a s t s p e c tru m , w h ic h is an in v a lu a b le  p u b lic  re s o u r c e , " sa id S tevens .

r, mi

(PNe You w i l l n e e d to  h a ve Real O ne P la ye r in s ta lle d  on your c o m p u te r to  b e a b le  to  lis te n  or 
w a tc h  th e  c lip s a b o ve . Real O ne P la y e r is fre e  s o f tw a re  th a t le ts  you p la y a u d io  and v id e o  
( lie s D ow n lo a d Rea l One P laye r

http: 'stevens.senate.gov/'public/intlex.clinVFuscAction- NewsRoom.Pi cssReleases&Conte... 3/14/2008
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U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON

C o m m e r c e ,  S c i e n c e ,  a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

D A M l . l  I N O l . ' Y b .  C h a i r m a n  I I I )  S T E V E N S .  V i c e  C h a i r m a n

For Im m ed ia te  R elease 
May 23rd, 2007

STEVENS CALLS FOR INTERNET TAX MORATORIUM TO BE EXTENDED

WASHINGTON, D.C. -  Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), Vice Chairman of the Senate Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation Committee, today called for the Internet Tax Moratorium to be extended 
during the Commerce Committee hearing entitled "Communications, Taxation and Federalism." The 
Internet Tax Freedom Act was first passed by Congress In 1998. The law prevents states and localities 
from taxing Internet access. Without Congressional action, the moratorium on state jnd local taxes 
will expire on November 1, 2007, at which time states and localities would be able to start taxing 
consumer's access lo the Internet.

Below are Senator Stevens' comments:

"Thanks to th e  In te rn e t ,  m ore goods and serv ices  are  sold in Alaska every  day, and Alaskans 
a re  able to m a rk e t  the ir  goods to  cu s to m ers  in the  lower 48. This is beneficial for small 
bus inesses .  Access to th e  In te rn e t  has  provided Alaskans with a m e a n s  to g e t  lower ra tes  
for hotel and  a ir  travel w hen they a re  planning tr ips  ou ts ide  the  s ta te .  Additionally, 
b roadband  access  has  e lim inated  d is tance  barr iers  for educa t ion  and medicine.

"To e n su re  th o se  benef i ts  continue to  reach 'js m cny Americans a s  possible, Congress 
should reduce  any o b s tac le s  to In te rn e t  access . One vay to do th a t  is to preven t federal, 
s t a te  and  local ta x e s  th a t  drive up cos ts  for In te rn e t  access .  During th e  period of the  
imposition of th e  m ora to r ium  in 1998 and  now, th e re  has  b een  t r e m e n d o u s  investm ent, 
grow th  and  innovation in b roadband  dep loym ent and  I hope  th is  con tinues.

"I am  p leased  to  s e e  th a t  th is issue  h as  b ipartisan  suppo rt  in both  th e  House and the 
Sena te .  I look forward  to the tes tim ony to^ay  and working with my co l leagues to ex tend  
the  m o ra to r ium  which expires  in N ovem ber of this year."

littp://commcrce.senate.gov/pubiic/mdex.c('ni?Fu.seAction-PressRelcases.Print&PressReIc.. 3/14/2008
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N e w s r o o m
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 23, 2007
Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 224-1028 

Steve Wackowski (202) 224-5122

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  C o - s p o n s o r s  Bill t o  E x p a n d  I n t e r n e t  A c c e s s
U -tji',lo tiu ii Wo id Encourage Cities and Tov<ns to Oner moio A ffordab le Broadband Services

WASHINGTON, D.C. Senator Ted Stevens (R-Ataska) today co-sponsored legislation to increase access to 
affordable broadband services for cities and towns across America. The Community Broadband Act of 2007 would 
allow municipalities to help fill existing voids in broadband access and enhance public safety by expanding high­
speed internet services available to their residents.

“Access to high-speed internet services can provide people in underserved areas with essential educational and 
economic opportunities," said Senator Stevens. "In communities throughout Alaska, the  internet has become a 
lifeline for businesses, schools, and individuals. By encouraging public-private partnerships, this bill would make it 
easier for communities to offer affordable broadband access to their residents."

The Community Broadband Act of 2007 would specifically:
set forth that no sta te  regulation or requirement shall prevent a public provider from offering broadband 
services;

prohibit a municipality from discriminating against competing private providers;

require a municipality offering high-speed internet services to comply with federal telecommunications law
or regulation that applies to all such providers; and

provide the public with notice and an opportunity to be heard before a municipality provides broadband to 
the public.

Senator Stevens included similar broadband provisions as part of a comprehensive communications reform bill that 
was approved by the Senate Commerce Committee during the last Congress.

I O  You wl1* ncc?d 10 have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or
i am ii watch the clips above. Real One Player is b e e  software that lets you play audio and video

files. Download Real One Player

hup 'sievens.senate.gov public'index.cfiu M useAelion NewsRoom. PressKeleases&t ’onte... 3 /14/2008
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 19. 2007 

Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 224-1028 
Steve Wackowski (202) 224-5122

S e n .  S t e v e n s  C h a m p i o n s  F u n d i n g  f o r  E n h a n c e d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

WASHINGTON, D.C. • Congress today passed the Omnibus Appropriations bill including funding for a number of 
programs supported by Senator Stevens (R-Alaska) to protect and enhance access to advanced communications 
technology in the most remote areas of Alaska.

Under the Department of Agriculture, $13.5 million" is appropriated for a grant program to finance broadband 
transmission in rural areas eligible to benefit from federal distance learning and telemedicine programs.

"Alaska's future lies in connecting our communities to the global economy," said Senator Stevens. "I believe we 
must take every step to ensure funding for the technologies that will allow this - technologies commonly available 
in the Lower 48, but often still scarce in Alaska."

To help with the digital conversion championed by Senator Stevens, $5 million" dollars will be made available as 
giants for the conversion of rural transponders and translators from analog to digital.

Following the events of September 11, 2001, and Hurricane Katrina, Senatoi Stevens has continued his push to 
fund first responders with the equipment they need. Through the Department of Homeland Security, $50 million is 
made available through grants to enhance interoperability between emergency communication systems, of which 
Alaska will r eive a portion.

Additionally, Stevens-sponsored language in the bill protects some of the most important programs to 
communications in Alaska.

Wireless In ternet Access at Native-serving Schools This pilot program would support investment in 
wireless technologies at institutions serving minority students nationwide. Initially, this will include at least 
one Alaska Native-serving school.

Antideficiency Act (ADA) Exemption - This provision extends the exemption for the Universal Service Fund 
program from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Antideficiency Act (ADA). This exemption 
allows the program to continue funding programs at schools and libraries without running afoul of accounting 
rules found in the ADA through December 31, 2008.

Primary Line Restriction Prevention The provision prohibits the FCC from enacting certain 
recommendations made by a the Joint Board, a group of FCC and State Utility Commissioners, that would 
limit the support of the universal service fund to just one line per business. This would prove particularly 
harmful to small businesses which need a second line for business purposes.

Nationally, Senator Stevens ensured the continuation and enhancement of regulations regarding telemarketing. 
$23 million is allocate^ toward the Do-Not-Call program and the implementation of the Telemarketing Sales Rule.

"  Funding levels for the Department of Agriculture contained in the Omnibus Appropriations Act are subject to a 

0.7 percent reduction as part of a bipartisan compromise reeded to pass the bill. All spending figures in this 

press release due not reflect these reductions.

| (T )K | p  You will need to have Real One Ptayei installed on your computer to be able to listen or
Avi m watch the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio arid video

files. Download Real One Player
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N e w s r o o m
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 14, 2007 

Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 224-1028 
Steve Wackowski (202) 224-5122

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  C h a m p i o n s  A l a s k a  P r o g r a m s  in  S e n a t e - P a s s e d  F a r m  Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. The United States Senate today passed the Farm Bill (S. 2419) by a vote of 79 to 14. Included 
In the legislation a re  several Senator Stevens sponsored provisions which authorize funding for many important 
programs to Alaska's agriculture industry, educational system, and Native and rural communities.

"While Alaska is not traditionally thought of as a major agriculture state, the Farm Bill passed today has significant 
benefits for our S ta te ,"  said Senator Stevens. "I am pleased that the Senate has recognized the unique challenges 
our farmers and rural residents face .”

Alaska won a major victory in the Farm Bill when the Senate adopted Senator Stevens' amendment to extend the 
Farm Service Agency's (FSAi Farm Operating Loan program to commercial fishermen. Fishermen will be able to 
access loans foi basic operating costs, including boats, and nets.

"Many of our commercial fishermen need access to these loan programs,” said Senator Stevens. "Fishermen new to 
the industry have found it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to obtain credit from commercial lende's for 
startup costs. As for traditional farmers, equipment necessary to begin a fishing business, such as boats and nets, 
are very expensive."

Extending eligibility of the FSA program to commercial fishermen would put them on a level playing field with fish 
farmers, whose product they com pete  with directly.

“Commercial fishermen make an important contribution to our food supply and economy. Their products fish and 
shellfish have been defined as agricultural products," said Senator Stevens. "The chief competitors of 
commercial fishermen are  already eligible for financial assistance from the FSA. This legislation will ensure our 
commercial fishermen have the tools they need to succeed and it will do so at no extra cost to taxpayers."

Senator Stevens also joined Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) in securing a provision to allow Exxon-Valdez oil spill 
plaintiffs to average any settlement or judgment-related income they receive in connection with the  Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spilt litigation over th ree  years for federal tax purposes and contribute up to 5100,000 to personal retirement 
plans. The amendment would provide tax relief to all of the individual plaintiffs in the oil spill settlement. 80 
percent of whom are commercial fisherman.

"Although the Exxon Valdez oil spill occurred more than 18 years ago, many people in our State are still dealing 
with personal losses suffered during that disaster," said Senator Stevens. "Alaskans whose livelihoods were 
adversely impacted by the  spill have not been able to plan adequately for retirement. I applaud Senator 
Murkowski for her leadership and persistence on this issue. This is a big win for Alaskans."

Along with Senator Daniel Inouye (D-Hawan), Senator Stevens championed two amendments to address the unique 
challenges of being a farmer or rancher in Alaska. One amendment authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to 
provide reimbursement payments, up to $15 million, to geographically disadvantaged farmers for costs associated 
with the transportation of agr icultural commodities over a distance of more than 30 miles.

A second amendment adds the University of Alaska to the  Agricultural Development in the American Pacific 
program This ptugram provides a mechanism for the Pacific land grant institutions tu collaborate on programs 
related to food and agriculture production and delivery systems. It also authorizes the  Secretary of Agriculture to 
make grants to the "consortium" of eligible institutions to carry out re sea^h ,  extension, and instruction programs.

In addition, there a rc  several more programs related to Alaska contained in the Senate-passed bill:
AK Native/Native Hawaiian Serving Institutions The bill reauthorizes the Alaska Native/Native Hawaiian 
serving institutions program through 2013. The purpose of this program Is to help attrac t , retain, and 
graduate Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian students to enhance the nation’s food and agricultural scientific
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and professional workforce.

Rural Alaska Village Grant Program: The bill reauthorizes this program through 2013. Under this program, 
the Secretary of Agriculture may make grants of up r0 S30 million a year to the State of Alaska for the 
development and construction of water and wastewater systems to improve heath and sanitation conditions 
in rural or Native villages. The State is required to provide 25 percent in matching funds.

Denali Commission: The bill authorizes the Denali Commission to receive funds to address deficiencies in 
solid waste disposal sites in rura' 1 'aska.

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service: This provision will make permanent the exemption for U.S.- 
based commercial trucks transiting through Canada between Alaska and the Lower 48 from Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service Agricultural Quarantine Inspection fees.

Digita. Television Transition: This Stevens provision will create a grant program to assist rural America with 
the digital television transition. Additional education and outreach is needed to ensure that Alaska's remote 
villages are prepared for this transition and don’t lose television service.

Broadband in Rural Alaska: This Stevens initiative clarifies that Alaska can use certain grant funds to deploy 
broadband service even if a village or community currently has dial-up Internet access. Removal of the dial­
up restriction w ill allow for more of Alaska's communities and villages to get robust broadband service and 
better access to the Internet.

Alaska also stands lo benefit from a variety of national programs contained in the bill, including the expansion of 
nutrition programs, such as the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program to promote child health and nutrition, the Food 
Stamp Program, the Emergency Food Assistance Program. The bill also expands support for agricultural 
conservation programs, and increased funding to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crop producers.

/T lN  I O  Tou will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or
• v  I N O  watch the clips above. Real One Player is free softv/are that lets you play audio and video

files. Download Real One PlayerAt t-H
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N e w s r o o m
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 13, 2007 

Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 22-4-1028 
Steve Wackowski (202) 224-5122

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  P u s h e s  f o r  D e p l o y m e n t  o f  B r o a d b a n d  in  A l a s k a
Asks FCC to Look Into Calling Card Practices

WASHINGTON. D.C. Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Vice Chairman Ted Stevens (R- 
Alaska) today called for increased deployment of broadband service to rural America during the  Committee's 
oversight hearing of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Senator Stevens also urged FCC Chairman 
Kevin Martin to look into calling card practices that discriminate against Alaska.

Following is an excerpt of Senator Stevens’ opening statement:

"Deployment of broadband is an important priority. The Commission has indicated that steps to provide a more 
accurate  picture of the marketplace will be taken, and it is my hope that these actions will be taken soon.
Universal service is the most important element for the communications infrastructure our country needs in rural 
areas. I was glad to see that the joint board has outlined proposals for comprehensive reform. While Alaska is 
unique, it is not alone in needing universal service programs to deliver the benefits of broadband, telemedicine 
and distance learning. Universal service has a central role to play in the  continued development of this country's 
resources in rural America and any reform efforts should reflect this important ro le .”

During the question-and-answer portion of the hearing, Senator Stevens asked the FCC to look into calling card 
practices. At least one major carrier may discontinue service or charge a different ra te  for its calling cards in 
Alaska.

Sen. Stevens: We understand tha t  we have a threat about discontinuing some of the national calling cards i oui 
sta te . Nov/, I thought we worked it out so that we have a concept that the same rates would apply everywhere.
Are you going to permit calling cards to be available only in 49 states?

Chairman Martin: No. and I think you're absolutely right. Rate integration requirements in the law say that they 
have to be providing that to all 50 states.

Sen. Stevens: That's what really started the whole thing back when Sen. Inouye and I co-sponsored that resolution 
about Universal Service, making certain we had ubiquitous service all over the country available to everyone, no 
matter where they were in terms of communication. Now, calling cards are a part of that. I hope you will stick to 
that and tell the companies if they issue those catling cards, they must issue them in all 50 states. And I would 
hope you would take action against anyone who doesn’t.

Chairman M a rtin : Yes sir. We’ll follow up with that because they are required to do that everywhere.

-me
FI A V 'f l

You will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or 
watch the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio and video 
files. Download Real One Player
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N e w s r o o m
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 20, 2007 

Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 224-1028 
Steve Wackowski (202) 224-5122

S t e v e n s  P r a i s e s  F C C  P r o g r a m  t o  I m p r o v e  T e l e m e d i c i n e  in  A l a s k a
Hew Federal P ilo t Program Will Hr-lp Fond Broadband Health Care Networks

WASHINGTON, D.C. Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), Vice Chairman of the Senate Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation Committee, today praised a new pilot program implemented by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to improve telemedicine in Alaska and across the nation. The new initiative would support the 
creation of a nationwide interoperable health information technology infrastructure to improve the quality of 
health care. Participants in the pilot program are eligible for universal service funding to support up to 85 percent 
of the costs associated with the design, engineering and construction of their broadband health care networks. 
Pursuant to the FCC order, the Alaska Native Health Consortium wilt receive up to $10.4 million in funding 
assistance to improve telemedicine in rural Alaska.

"Access to affordable and dependable health care  is vita1, to the residents of rural Alaska, and this pilot program is 
a great s tart ,"  said Senator Stevens. "Broadband health networks in Alaska and other parts of rural America will 
mean tha t millions of Americans will be able to access the  best health care  in the  world, no m atter where they 
live."

The Rural Health Care Pilot Program (RHCPP) implemented by the FCC will provide more than $417 million in 
funding lor the construction of 69 statewide or regional broadband telehealth networks in 42 states and three U.S. 
territories. More than 6,000 public and non-profit health care providers nationwide are c lected to be connected 
to broadband telehealth networks. The health care facilities participating in the  progra include: hospitals, 
clinics, universities, research centers, behavioral health sites, correctional facility clinics, and community health 
centers.

For a complete list of other states participating in the new program, please go to:
h t t p : ' / www.fcc .gov/tgb /rura l /rhcp .h tm i.

/ j ' j k j p  You will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or 
watch the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio and video
files. Download Real One Player
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N e w s r o o m
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

January 5, 2007 
Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 224-1028 

Steve Wackowski (202) 224-5122

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  I n t r o d u c e s  L e g i s l a t i o n  t o  P r o t e c t  R u r a l  T e l e p h o n e  S e r v i c e

WASHINGTON, D.C. Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), Vice Chairman of the Senate Commerce, Science and 
Transportation Committee, today introduced the Universal Service for Americans (USA) Act. The bill (S. 101) will 
update the  nation's  universal service laws. The measure will ensure that all communications technologies are 
incorporated into our nation’s universal service program and that rural America is not left behind in the 
communications revolution.

"Through the years, our nation's universal service program has ensured that rural Americans, including residents of 
Alaska, have access to basic telephone and cell phone service," said said Senator Stevens. "The universal service 
program is essential to bringing broadband, distance learning, and telemedicine to rural Alaska, as well as the rest 
of our nation. The bill will ensure that schools, libraries and health clinics in rural Alaska and the rest of the nation 
continue to receive universal service funds on a timely basis."

This legislation expands the  list of communications providers that will contribute to the fund. Under current law, 
long-distance companies pay the bulk of the cost. In addition to updating universal service, the bill includes 
measures to ensure the long-term integrity of the program with improved auditing requirements. The legislation 
mirrors Title II of the bipartisan Senate Communications bill that passed the Committee last summer.

t ' AVfcH

You will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or 
watch the  clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio and video 
files. Download Real One Player
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N e w s r o o m
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 28, 2006 
Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 224-1028 

Steve Wackowski (202) 224-5122

S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  A p p r o v e s  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  R e f o r m  Bill

WASHINGTON, DC The Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee today approved the Advanced 
Telecommunications and Opportunity Reform Act (H.R. 5252) by a vote of 15 to 7. The legislation, which Chairman 
Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) introduced in May, is the culmination of 26 hearings, six listening sessions, and bipartisan 
collaboration between the memt vs  of the committee. The bill includes several provisions that will directly 
benefit Alaska.

"I am pleased at the overwhelmin’ support this legislation has received," said Stevens after the com m ittee 's  vote. 
“Today, our committee approved a very meaningful bill. It really brings together alt forms of communication under 
the concept of freedom in the interest of the consumer, and its impact in rural areas will be substantial."

Several provisions included in H.R. 5252 will improve the communications services available in Alaska. The Act 
reforms the Universal Service Fund (USF), a federal program originally created to offset the cost of building and 
operating telecommunications networks in rural areas of the United States. It expands the base of USF contributors 
and creates an annual S500 million fund to address communications needs in rural areas. These funds will be used 
to deploy broadband to areas that currently do not have service, including rural areas in Alaska.

H.R. 5252 also allows small rural telecommunications carriers to offer video services and, where feasible, 
increases the availability of satellite services. In addition, the legislation encourages the expansion of wireless 
broadband and home networkinp services by freeing up unused broadcast spectrum.

The Advanced Telecommunications and Opportunity Reform Act, which was previously introduced as the 
Communications, Consumers' Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006 (S. 2686), reforms existing 
communications taws. Its provisions promote competition, cost savings for consumers, and the speedy deployment 
of broadband services to all Americans. The Act will now be sent to the  full Senate for consideration.

For more information about this bill and today’s mark-up, please visit commerce.senate.gov.

<r>Ne
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You will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or 
watch the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio and video 
files. Download Real One Player
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N e w s r o o m
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 18, 2006
Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 22-1-1028 

Steve Wackowski (202) 224-5122

S t e v e n s  P r a i s e s  A d v a n c e m e n t s  M a d e  P o s s i b l e  b y  th s .  U n i v e r s a l  S e r v i c e  F u n d

WASHINGTON, DC - Today, during a Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee hearing, Chairman 
Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) praised the progress that has been made since the inception of the Universal Service Fund 
(USF). Today’s hearing was the first of three that will be convened by the Committee to review the 
Communications, Consumers’ Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006 (S. 2686), legislation tha t Stevens 
unveiled earlier this month.

During the hearing, Stevens stressed that the  communications services made possible by USF have made Alaska a 
safer place to live. He told his colleagues about a man who was snowmachining near Mt. McKinley when he 
suddenly dropped into a crevasse, wedging his machine. The man was rescued because he was able to connect to 
9-1-1 on his celt phone, emitting a signal that a satellite was able to detect. "The world has changed,” said 
Stevens, "and there is a safety factor now in communication that is assured by the Universal Service Fund."

At the  end of the hearing, Stevens added, “There must be some mechanism to satisfy the demand of the  public; 
access to modern communications is now an American right. We intend to see that this bill preserves that right."

The Communications, Consumers' Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006 reforms existing 
communications laws. Its provisions promote competition, cost savings for consumers, and the speedy deployment 
of broadband services to all Americans. An integral component of this legislation is the  Universal Service Fund, a 
federal program designed to offset the cost of building and operating telecommunications networks in rural areas 
of the Umted States. The bill also stipulates that carriers receiving USF support must provide broadband access 
within five years of the bill's enactment.

The second hearing on the Communications, Consumers’ Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006 is 
scheduled for Thursday, May 25, 2006.

r* AVgn
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N e w s r o o m
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 2, 2006
Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 224-1028 

Steve Wackowski (202) 224-5122

C h a i r m a n  S t e v e n s  I n t r o d u c e s  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  R e f o r m  Bill

WASHINGTON, DC Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) has introduced S. 2686, the 
Communications, Consumers' Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006. The legislation reforms existing 
communications laws to promote competition, cost savings for consumers, and the speedy deployment of 
broadband services to all Americans. It includes provisions that reform the Universal Service Fund (USF) and will 
expand the communications services available in Alaska.

"This measure is a working draft intended to stimulate discussion and is open for comments and suggestions for 
change. It a ttempts to strike a baiance between competing industries, consumer groups, and local government," 
said Stevens. "This bill includes piovisions throughout that will benefit consumers. It encourages competition and 
cost savings in the video market. It addresses some critical needs in rural America. And, it encourages deployment 
of broadband so that our nation can remain competitive."

S. 2686 contains several provisions that wilt directly affect Alaska. These provisions will reform the Universal 
Service Fund, allow small rural telecommunications carriers to offer video services, and increase the availability of 
satellite services where feasible. The legislation also encourages the expansion of wireless broadband and home 
networking services by freeing up unused broadcast spectrum

Universal Service Reform
The Universal Service Fund is a federal program originally created to offset the cost of building and operating 
telecommunications netwoiks in rural areas of the  United States. Title II of S. 2686 requires every 
telecommunications, broadband and IP-enabled voice service provider to pay into USF. This provision will expand 
the base of contributors and ensure there are sufficient funds available to meet communications demands in rural 
areas across the country, including Alaska. This bill also stipulates that carriers receiving USF support must provide 
broadband access within five years of the  bill's enactment.

The bill also creates an annual fund of 5500 rr " :on to address communications needs in rural areas. These funds 
will be used to deploy broadband to areas tha, jrrently do not have ser vice, including rural areas in Alaska.

Streamlining Franchising Process
In many areas in Alaska, communications services are  provided by telecommunications carriers, but currently 
these carriers must clear many hurdles to gam a local franchise. S. 2686 seeks to streamline this process by 
allowing small rural telecommunications carriers to enter the  video services market. This step wih increase 
competition and expand the  services available to consumers at affordable prices.

Video Content 
National Satellite
In the past, the programming and choice options that satellite companies have offered in the Lower 48 have not 
been available in Alaska or Hawaii. S. 2686 includes a provision that will ensure newly deployed satellites will 
provide those programming options in Alaska and Hawaii, if technically feasible

Wireless Innova!ion Networks 
Unlicensed White Spaces
In many U.S. markets, a portion of the  spectrum allocated to television broadcasters goes unused. This spectrum is 
commonly referred to as “unlicensed white space." S. 2686 includes a provision that will allow unlicensed wireless 
devices to use this spectrum 'In Anchorage alone, more than 150 MHz could be re-allocated for the ur-e of these 
devices.

The Act also allows manufacturers to develop devices that utilize unlicensed white spaces. These devices will be 
certified by the FCC and will only opera te  on portions of the television spectrum not needed by broadcasters. The 
intention of this provision is to help bring wireless broadband and home networking to consumers at a tower cost, 
which Is particularly important in rem ote Alaskan communities. Provisions have been included in the bill to ensure

http /stoveils somite, guv/public/iiulcx.e l in?FuseAetion NcwsRoom.PrcssRclcascs&Conte... 3 /14/2008
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that there is no harmful interference with broadcast signals.

S. 2686 has been referred to the United States Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation for 
consideration. The full text of S. 2686, a summary of its provisions, and 5enator Stevens' May 1, 2006 floor 
statement introducing this bill are available at www.stevens.senate.gov.
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Global Awareness
lo compete abroad successfully. American companies need a workforce equipped to translate American business models and offe. mr fo 
international marketplaces Many of the challenges facing us - geopolitical tensions, climate change and disease pandemics are global 
in nature and scale, and thus demand cross-border perspectives and solutions In such a world, tangible skills such as proficiency in 
multiple languages are obviously critical to success

Critical Issues is a special publication 
of the Association of Alaska School Boards. 
Inside the reader will discover:
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2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  L e a r n i n g  a n d  i t s  I m p o r t a n c e  i n  a  

C o m p e t i t i v e  N a t i o n  a n d  W o r l d

Educating young people to be successful in the 21 st century is no 
small task, but the consequences of failing to do so are enormous. 
Current data show that high school graduates in jobs requiring the 
highest degree of innovaiive thinking earn more than 50 percent 
more than those in jobs requiring the least innovation. For college 
graduates, the difference is 135 percent.

A parallel trend shorn that our nation's current practice of 
outsourcing jobs to countries such as China and India makes it 
more difficult for unskilled American workers to earn middle-class 
incomes. As a nation, we can meet the challenge of job ready skills 
or relinquish the advantage to emerging economies. These trends 
make it clear that as a nation and within the state of Alaska, we must 
shift the focus of education lo learning optimized for the 21st 
century.

Twenty-first century learning starts with an understanding of a 
new purpose for our schools and educators. Twenty years ago, 
school was the place where students learned information and skills 
in core subject areas such as English, math, science and history. 
Educators were primarily information experts who passed along 
what they had learned in school to their students.

Today, information is readily available from numerous sources. With a 
computer, the Internet and a search engine, much of the information 
students i ised to spend the entire school year learning can be acquired

in a fraction of the time or on an as needed basis. As a result, in addition 
to being information repositories, schools now need to be places where 
students can acquire knowledge and skills they can use to solve complex 
problems for the rest of their lives. In addition to being information 
experts, educators now need to be skilled facilitators and coaches.

Fof example, students today must master core subjects and a broad 
range of interdisciplinary knowledge areas that education and business 
leaders call "21 st century skills.' Examples include global awareness, 
financial and entrepreneurial literacy, mfoimation and media literacy 
civic literacy and health literacy. Students also need to acquire skills 
such as innovation and creativity, critical thinking and problem solving, 
information and media literacy, initiative, adaptability and accountability

Several factors combine to make 21st century learning of critical 
importance, but chief among them is global interdependence.

Young Americans coming of age in the eaily 21 st century - the 70 
million people born between 1982 and 2000 - live in a world that 
is arguably mote complex than it was just a few years ago. In a 
remarkably short period of time, the world and its people, economies 
and cultuies have become inextricably connected, driven largely by the 
Internet, innovations in mobile computers and devices, and low-cost 
telecommunications technology

http://www.aasbcdl.org


W h a t  A l a s k a n s G l o b a l  I n t e r d e p e n d e n c e

a r e  S a y i n g  
A b o u t  1 t o  1 
D i g i t a l  L e a r n i n g

"As we prepare students for an emerging 

world that is global, where three out of 

live jobs they will compete for don r even 

exist, lam convinced this laptop initiative is 

providing skills that will serve students well, 

regardless of the career path they pursue.

- Joel Roylance, Anchorage principal

The staff at our school are in agreement 

even without the dear educational benefits 

that these incredible toe 's provide, /ust the 
incieosea attendance justifies any expense 

that this program incurs.'

Tim Shumway, (iwked (reek teacher

"In my years ol education I cannot say I 

have ever felt a shift to the degree that we 

have made. I've described it as a revolution. 

We are not turning back, her" 

lauryScandhr luneauprincipal

fhe laptop has really helped me. H has 

pushed school into the 21st century

■jacob Cordova student

fliese computers charged our lives."

eiemiuh, famnks student

Ihe laptop program gives us students the 

opportunity to achieve unbelievable things"

doth, kuspuk student

Global Interdependence has profound Implications on all aspects of 
our society - from how we think and work to how we play and learn. 
In business, for example, 9 to 5 has been replaced by 24/7, as 
technology keeps us "always on" and our markets and workforces 
extend across every time zone. Our colleagues are more diverse, 
as the number of women and ethnic minorities are increasing.
And the focus of business is changing to match the largest growth 
opportunities -- those abroad. International commerce now 
accounts for a quarter of the American economy anJ fueling a 
third of U.S. economic growth.

The business case for global markets is compelling, and to compete 
abroad successfully, American companies need a workforce 
equipped to translate American business models and offerings to 
international marketplaces.

Moreover, many of the challenges facing us - geopolitical tensions, 
climate change and disease pandemics - are global in nature and 
scale, and thus demand cross-border perspectives and solutions.

In such a world, tangible skills such as proficiency in multipi" 
languages are obviously critical to success. But language 
are just part 'I the equation. To be productive global citizens, 
Americans need other skil's that are less tangible, including greater 
sensitivity to cultural differences, openness to new and different 
ideas, and the ability to adapt to change.

The massive amount of information and opinion available to us 
offline aid online can help us meet these and other challenges, 
but awash in this sea of information each of us needs the ability to 
sort fact from fiction and evaluate and interpret conflicting ideas. 
We also need to know he./ to work collaboratively and creatively in 
person, by telephone and online to make decisions and take aaion

Making the transition to 21st century learning requires rethinking 
both what and how we teach in the context of preparing our 
students for life and work in this changing world.

A la sk a  C a re e r  R eady
B u s i n e s s  &  E d u c a t i o n  S p e a k i n g  t h e  S a m e  L a n g u a g e

The State of Alaska is piloting a new assessment and training 
program to equip high school students with foun Jational skills 
needed to succeed in college or on the job. The Alaska Career Ready 
program is scheduled to expand to all Alaska schools in 2009

The foundational skills assessed by Alaska Career Ready include 
applied math, reading for information and locating imormation. 
Eventually, students who are proficient will be awarded a Career 
Readiness Certificate which will provide prospective colleges or 
employers with another credential indicating foundational skill levels, 
in addition to a high school diploma and SAT or ACT scores

The skills needed to enter many vocations are similar to the skills 
needed to get into college. By 2010, three-quarters of jobs will require 
some type of training after high school," says Roger Sampson, former 
commissioner of education who championed the program. Alaska 
Career Ready lets students know what level of skill they need for the 
occupations they re interested in, how well they match up in those 
skill levels, and it provides training to ready their goal,

The pilot program will focus assessments on 6 ", 8" and 11 
grade students in about six school districts in 2008 before going 
statewide next year, say officials at the Departments of Labor & 
Workforce Development and Education & Early Development, 
which are coordinating the effort

At the urging of AASB and others, the state Board of Education 
& Early Development decided to test the readiness of school

districts to implement the assessments and training in 2008 belore 
launching the program as a statewide mandate Officials say 15 
states already issue Career Ready certificates and 18 more are m the 
process of implementation

The state already has contracted with the Worldwide Interactive 
Network (WIN) of Kingston, Tennessee, to provide benchmark 
assessments and curriculum, and with ACT Inc. ihrough its WorkKeys 
program to provide assessments for the Career .readiness Certificate

Financial, Economic and Business Literacy
‘As I talk to businesses, the biggest thing that they look for is qualified people My job as a leader is to try to look out into the luture, see what's 
necessary, and then equip my people with whatever it is Ihis (1 to 1 learning) proposal is lor every school, every kid, rich, poor north, south, 
east, west, rural, and urban At a stroke, it would begin the elimination of the division between the technological naves 3itd the have-nots



H o w  Y o u n g  A l a s k a n s  S e e  t h e  W o r l d

Today's generation of learners is markedly different from previous 
generatm"' in what engages their how they learn.

Today's students Are Diverse 
According to U.S. Census data, 34 percent of today's students 
are minorities and multi-eth~icand nearly half of the nation’s 
children under the age of five are minorities. Americans will 
become even more diverse as immigration fuels two-thirds 
of the national population grosvth between now and 2050 
In Minnesota's public schools, 80 languages are spoken; in 
California, the number is 300. Here in Alaska it is 108.

Reflecting the world that surrounds them, many of today 's 
youth simply don t understand their parrts'perspectives on 
race, religion and hot-button social issues. Ethnic, cultural and 
social diversity is just part of their lives. The same is true for 
having more diversity in their peers'abilities and disabilities. 
According to the U.S. Department of Education, the number 
of K-12 students enrolled in programs serving students with 
disabilities doubled to 6.2 million between 1976 and 2000.

i days Students Thrive ofi Collaboration 
With Ihe global community made possible through the Internet 
and participatory web sites, today's students also expect 
collaboration. "A global youth culture has emerged of individuals 
who share tastes in music, fashion and lifestyle - and who also 
think alike.’ observed education consultant Thom Markham.
The research a.w shows that youth in cities as diverse as New 
York, Sec' '■’d Caracas have mote in common with each other 
than the ith peers in their own countryside. This trend puts 
us squarely on the path to greater collaborative and synergistic 
efforts that could improve the quality of life on a global level

iduy r(ud"M{s A >0 Community Minded 
If students ir ’he 1960 s and 1970 s were the "me" generation, 
demographics and technology have created a 21st century 
we generation Where community once was defined by 
geography or perhaps political or religious beliefs, today's 
students experience community around a wide range of ideas 
and interests - and across continents and cultures

Nowhere is today s definition of community more apparent 
than on the Internet. As New Vork limes columnist David Pogue 
wrote. In 2006, the big Internet news was Web 2 0, that is, 
participatory Web sites, like YouTube. MySpace, Wikipedia, Digg 
and f lickr. which relied on material supplied by the audience 
itself. On these explosively popular <ites, the Web is not so 
much a publication as a global conversation

Participatory sites provide students with a highly engaging 
and effective learning environment, University of Wisconsin 
Madison Professor J.R Gee asserts mat these affinity 
spaces are critical because they are sustained by common 
endeavors that budge differences in age, class, race, gender 
a.id educational level, and because people can participate

in various ways according to their skills and interests. They 
depend on peer-to-peer teaching with each participant 
constantly motivated to acquire new knowledge or refine their 
existing skills and allow each participant to feel like an expert 
while tapping the expertise of others."

Today's Students Embrace Technology 
Students today have grown up in a world where mobile 
computers, cell phones with browsers and other personal 
digital devices are common tools, and instant messaging, 
blogs and wikis are common modes of self-expression They 
live a media rich, connected and mobile lifestyle, and they 
are just as often producers of content as they are consumers. 
Social networks and participatory sites such as My Space and 
Second life provide them with engaging opportunities for 
interaction and informal learning.

Students spend an average of nearly 
\ .S  6 5 hours a day with media.

87 percent of 12 to 17 year- 
olds - or 21 million young 
people-are Internet users.

Three quarters of today's teens use at 
least two digital devices daily.

TodaysSfuJc'Ur-;Dev: null! ■luv.tivc 
Not surprisingly, students today expect to learn in an 
environment that mirrors their lives and their futures - one 
that seamlessly integrates today's digital tools, accommodates 
a mobile lifestyle, arid encourages collaboration and teamwork

Too often, though, these are not the attributes students find at 
school As one >iudent expressed it: "Going to school is like flying 
on an airplane. I have to turn off my digital life, strap myself in 
and wait until the end of the flight to resume my digital fife."

The disconnect between a student's digital life and school 
matters because students learn better when they are engaged 
and lesearch about what engages them points to technology. 
Numerous studies also have shown that effective integration 
of technology into teaching and learning - technology when 
used to support meaningful learning activities in context can 
result in higher levels of student achievement

The link between technology, engagement and achievement is 
especially important for our K-12 schools because by government 
mandate, their mission has evolved from providing an opportunity 
for young people to learn ‘a making sure they do. When students 
must leam, motivating them to learn becomes essential

today's Students Require Access 
1 to 1 learning programs, which provide students and teachers 
with round-the-clock use of a notebook computer as well as 
access to educational software and digital authoring tools, can 
be critical components and are showing compelling evidence 
of preparing students for the future.

Every state, district and school has its own unique objectives 
for their 1 to 1 programs, but most focus on one or more of the 
following goals

• Improving students academic achievement through the 
use of technology;
• Assuring equity in access to digital resources;
• Promoting economic development by better preparing 
students for today's workplace; and
• Enhancing teaching to transform the quality of instruction

I to I computer access changes eveiythmg. But 
let me make this crystal dear: this is not about 
technology or software, it is about teaching kids.'1

An increasing number of school' md school districts across 
the country and in Alaska are experiencing the reality of such 
observations after implementing I to 1 learning programs 
In fact, both quantitative and qualitative reseaich show that 
students with routine access to notebook computers score higher 
in writing assessments demonstrate better analytical skills, 
collaborate more, and have lower absenteeism and dropout rates

Civi racy
Where community once was defined by geography or perhaps political or tel gious beliefs, today s student: expeunce community around a wide range of ideas and interests and 
across continents arid cultures Nowhere is today s definition of community more apparent than on the internet Participatory sites provide students with a highly engaging and 
effective learning environment



H o w  O t h e r  S t a t e s  a r e  T e a c h i n g  N e w  S k i l l s

Reality Torfay
School districts across the country are revising their academic 
curriculum to give students more 21st century learning opportunities, 
according to a survey by the National School Boards Association (NSBA),

More than 50 percent of responding school districts reported that 
they have revamped their curricula to include higher math, 
science, and technology standards; and nearly 50 percent have 
indicated they are now using new assessment measures for 
21st century learning skills, such as problem-solving, teamwork 
and critical thinking. Many districts are also reporting that they 
are offering more Advanced Placement courses and tests 
(nearly 42 percent), and revamping their workforce readiness 
programs (35 percent).

We believe this is a aood indication that school districts are moving 
beyond the basic requirements of No Child Left Behind and really looking 
at the advanced skills that students are going to need to perform well in 
the workplaces of the future, "said NSBA Executive Anne L. Bryant.

Among those districts that are revising their curricula, 85 percent 
reported that technology is playing a part in supporting the 
changes, especially in the area of using technology tools for project- 
based learning (83 percent), distance or online learning (nearly 57 
percent) and upgrading math and science equipment and facilities 
(nearly 52 percent) A majority of districts (nearly 53 percent) said 
that they are using new interactive web tools, such as wikis and 
blogs, in the classroom.

School districts were evenly split (45 percent) between the two 
biggest technology challenges funding and integrating technology 
into the classroom fhese two challenges have remained consistent 
over the four years of the NSBA technology survey.

NSBA conducted an e-mail survey the week of October 1.2007 
of approximately 1400 registrants of the T+L Conference 
and members of NSBA's Technology Leadership Network The 
group includes technology directors and specialists, teachers, 
administrators and school board members.

For the fourth straight year, survey respondents said by a wide margin 
- 92 percent - that technology m the classroom increases educational 
opportunities for students. And when asked how technology helped, 
nearly 95 percent said it helps students become mere engaged in learning.

Home access to the Internet for low-income students continues 
to be a serious issue with nearly 80 percent of respondents saying 
it was a problem in their districts, which was about the same reported 
as last year. Districts are improving Internet access for low income 
students by providing opportunities in before- or after school programs 
(nearly 54 percent), and supporting access for students at community 
centers or libraries (48 percent).

The federal E-Rate program continues lo be important to 
school districts in meeting their technology goals. Nearly 72 
percent replied in the NSBA survey that E-Rate is somewhat 
oi very important to their districts. In terms of improving the 
program, nearly 76 percent said the application process needs to 
be enhanced, 35 percent want additional training and outreach to 
applicants, and 3) percent want sanctions for rule violators.

If school districts were to receive additional technology funding, 
nearly 75 percent said they would put it into classroom instruction and 
66 percent said they would use it for staff professional development

In Maine, economic development was the driving force behind the 
state's 1 to 1 learning program, which distributed a notebook computer 
to every seventh- and eighth grade student and their teachers.

Now, after having notebooks ail four years of high school, 12 grade 
students scored higher than 85 percent of their peers in all five core 
subjects of the last Maine Educational Assessment Those students also 
set a state record for the percentage going on to college In addition, 
attendance improved by nearly 8 percent and the number of behavior 
letters sent home decreased by 54 percent, according to a 2004 study.

Information and Communication
‘Students are coming into our classrooms today out of an information-rich online experience This changing information landscape 
n m s  rethinking literacy Students require not only the ability to write, but to communicate compellmgiy to find information, 
critically evaluate it, and employ it to express ideas, answer questions, solve problems, and accomplish goals As little as we know 
about the future for which we are preparing our students, it is clear that it will be a place governed by information'

"20th century learning was largely 
spent refining the teaching model of 
the 19th century. Ihe design of scl 
needs to keep up with the pace at which 
students are going. Children are doing 
things they could never do before. Ihat s 
very exciting, but the education system 
has to go there with them.

- Professor Stephen Henm'H 
UK education/et hnology consultant



W h a t  A r e  . l i s t  C e n t u r y  S k i l l s ?
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"For so long we've been used to a 
c da construct that's come out of an
i. Jatage. It's become ingrained in
teachers, the pedagogical OH A deeply 
buried within them. Skill sets must be 
appropriate for a digital age in which 
young people live, they have a new 
way of looking at the world. Were 
getting teachers with a ON A construct 
working with these young people and 
there's a fundamental mismatch. IVt 
need a new pedagogy called VNA for 
the 21st Century.' Kids and teachers in 
that complex interrelationship we call 
'learning'will provide a rich new way 
of doing things. If we don't have a new 
DflA, were going to continue to condemn 
future generations of teachers because 
we haven't chonged the fundamental 
building blocks."

Creg Whitby fxecutive Director of Schools, 
CatlKM Diocese of Parramatta, Australia

hot the first tune in history, our job as 
educators is to prepare our children for a 
future that we can not clearly describe."

War Ink. Ihe landmark Project

Skills students now need to succeed in 
school, work and life:

Information and Communication
- Uc,ng technology to access, evaluate, create, manage 
information
- Analyzing, synthesizing information to solve problems and 
answer questions
- Understanding ethical/legal use issues

Thinking and Problem Solving
- Developing, communicating ideas, demonstrating 
originality, inventiveness
- Using sound reasoning, problem-solving to reach goals
- Working effectively with changing priorities

Interpersonal and Self-Direction Skills
- Working appropriately, productively with others 
Adapting to varied roles and responsibilities
- Defining, prioritizing, completing tasks, managing workload

Global Awareness
- Understanding of global issues, nations, cultures
- Working collaboratively with people of diverse cultures 
religions, lifestyles
- Using languages in addition to English

Financial, Economic and Business Literacy
Making appropriate personal economic choices
- Understanding role of the economy in society 
Usmg entrepreneurial skills to enhance workplace 
productivity, career options

Civic Literacy
- Understanding participating in governmental processes
- Exercising citizenship rights and obligations
- Understanding local, global implications of civic riprisimc

rot rncre information visit www 2istcentutvskills org the Partnership 
lot 2' it Century Skills nas atveiopec a unified, collective vision 'or Ztst 
century learning to slrengrner. American education its 20 meows 
represent piominent Business ana education organizations
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2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  S k i l l s  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  W o r k f o r c e

While the Alaska Department of labor estimates that eight of every 10 
well paying jobs in Alaska currently do not require a four-year college 
degree, increasingly employers are seeking workers with 21' Century 
skills to manage and build construction projects, operate complex 
machinery and think mnovatively as part of a workplace team That 
means instilling those skills in Alaska s 130,000 K-12 students

With a workforce now topping 330,000 jobs, Alaska has outgrown the 
boom and bust cycles of the past. In their place, the state has seen 
two decades of steady job growth and a maturing of the economy 
in several important sectors, especially in high skilled white-collar 
employment, labor statistics show the number of ?• hitects, 
engineers, accountants and lawyers in Alaska has grown Irom about 
7,800 to 12,000 since 1990. an increase of 53 percent. In total,
Alaska's 24,000 professional and business service workers make up 
eight percent of the workforce and account for 51 billion in wages

Vet Gov. Sarah Palm noted in a recent state publication. In 2005, mote 
than 36 percent of newly hired engineers working m Alaska were not 
Alaska residents. To address this and other skills gaps, Alaska must 
continue its investment in professional development at the secondary 
and postsecondat, levels.’’

In a 2005 report to Congress, the Cc nmittee on Prospering in tlm 
Global Economy of the 21" Ceu1 try, chaired by Norman R. Augustine

the retired CIO of Lockheed Martin Corp., concluded that few jobs 
seem safe Tn today’s competitive world. The committee credited this 
to The Death of Distance through breakthroughs in aviation and 
transportation of goods and the World Wide Web (transportation of 
information in large volumes at little cost).

How will Americans compete? the committee asked. The answer 
appears to he not very well.. for example, five qualified chemists 
can be hired in India for the cost of just one in America. Given the 
enormous disadvantages in labor costs, we cannot be satisfied 
merely to match other economies in those areas where we do 
enjoy strength; rather we must excel . markedly.”

This analogy by poet Richard Hodgetts summarizes the essence 
of innovation in a highly compeivive environment:

Interpersonal and Self-Direction Skills
Young Americans coming of age in the early 21st Century - the 70 million people born between 1982 and 2000 - live in a world that 
is argujbiy more complex than it was just a lew years ago In business, for example, 9 lo 5 has been replaced by 24/7, as technology 
keeps us ‘always on' and our markets and workforces extend across every time zone. Our colleagues are more diverse, as the 
number of women and ethnic minorities are increasing



C on so rtium  fo r D ig ita l Le a rn in g
P r e p a r i n g  A l a s k a ' s  S t u d e n t s  f o r  S u c c e s s  i n  T h e  G l o b a l  E c o n o m y

AASB is committed to the idea that creating 1 to 1 digital learning 
environments in Alaska’s schools will help all students develop 
21 st century skills, reach their potential, raise their achievement 
levels and lead successful lives in the global economy.

In spring of 2006, the AASB Consortium for Digital Learning 
(CDL) was awarded capital funds in the amount of $5 million 
by the 24th Legislature. Within seven months after funds were 
received b, AASB, 1 to 1 initiatives were successfully launched 
at over 55 project sites in 18 districts throughout the state,

The infrastructure is in place to support the ongoing success 
of each district's four-year CDL project. Major components 
include: district performance contracts identifying 
academic and other targets, onsite/online staff professional 
development, in state repair and 24-hour phone tech 
suoport, ongoing UAA-ISER evaluation, multiple platform 
options, and parent education seminars on safe computing.

Nwt Steos
Educators, students and parents involved with CDL have 
acknowledged the initiatives effectiveness in engaging 
students, improving academic performance and instilling 
skills relevant to today's job market. Establishing successful 
1 to 1 digital learning pilot projects in diverse school
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districts across Alaska has been a good start, but we 
can and must do more. Given the swift pace of societal 
transformation, time is noion out side.

Our education system needs to move quickly to ensure 
that our state's 130,000 students have the benefit of 1 to 
1 learning environments so they can graduate from public 
schools with the skills needed to compete in the rapidly 
changing global economy. Through the CDL initiative,
AASB has articulated a vision firmly rooted in 21st century 
literacy, and is actively working to educate stakeholders 
and policymakers on the importance of digital learning as a 
moral imperative for all of Alaska's students.

I’ s tricts airrently participating in CDL:
Alaska Gateway
Anchorage
Cordova
Craig
Denali
Dillingham
Fairbanks
Juneau
Klawock

Kodiak
Kuspuk
Lake and Peninsula 
Lower Kuskokwim , 
North Slope 
Petersburg 
Southeast Island 
Southwest Region 
Yukon Flats

For moi? information visit ww w aasb-cdl oig
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13490 Bass Lake Rd • Maple Grove, MN 55311 •  800-826-
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G CI SchoolAccess

Comm itted to providing 
Alaska's students w ith high 
quality education to prepare 
them fo r the global economy.

www.schoolaccess.net 
(866) 254-2855

Thinking and Problem Solving D>

The increased emphasis on problem solving and reasoning skills in Ihe workplace reflects an expansion in demano tor better, larger and more sophisticated products and services. 
Employees, managers and policy makers alike need to grasp complex issues, read appropriately to the existing environment and otter suitable solutions All levels of an organization 
support, supervisory, executive and board must weigh customer demand and product satisfaction

http://www.schoolaccess.net


p P R O G R E S S I V E  
STATES Network

Dear Members o f  the Com m unity  and Regional Affairs Committee:

On b eh a lf  o f  the Progressive States Network, I am submitting written testimony to 
support House Bill 388, an act establishing the Alaska Broadband Task Force. As an 
organization dedicated to helping states implement innovative legislation, we applaud A laska’s 
effort to increase access to and deployment o f  affordable high-speed Internet. I also write to 
suggest a few policies that other states have adopted which would strengthen the effectiveness o f  
the bill.

As a country we have always realized the importance o f  investing in traditional 
infrastructure, such as roads, bridges, railways, waterways and public transit. These 
transportation systems are central to our economy and we have willingly financed their 
construction, maintenance, and upgrades.

The Internet is the public infrastructure o f  our time. It is no longer just a standard 
m edium  for everyday communication, but just like highways and the pow er distribution grid, a 
key com ponent o f  econom ic development. To be able to capitalize on all the economic 
opportunities and savings made possible by  broadband connectivity, we must invest in building a 
strong framework capable o f  achieving m axim um  rather than minimal capabilities.

A ccording to data from the Alaska Department o f  Commerce, currently 30%  o f  Alaskan 
com m unities do not have any access to broadband. The communities that do have access to 
broadband pay som e o f  the highest prices in the nation (almost every com m unity  in Alaska pays 
at a minimum $50 per month for basic broadband) for the lowest speeds. While the average 
m edian download speed in the United States is 1.97 megabits per second, far below download 
speeds in countries such as Japan (61 mbps). South Korea (45.60 mbps), Finland (21.70mbps) 
and Sweden (! 8.20 mbps), A laska’s median download speed is even slower clocking in at .55 
m bps 1 (S e c  A p p e n d ix  1)

Creating an Alaska Broadband Task Force to map existing broadband infrastructure in the 
state and to develop a plan to increase broadband deployment and access is an important tirst 
step. It would ensure Alaska remains a global competitor, it would decrease the cost o f  
prov iding basic services, and, most importantly, it would enhance Alaska residents’ quality o f
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I .  W h y  H i g h  S p e e d  B r o a d b a n d  i s  N e c e s s a r y

High speed broadband is interactive, always on, two-way communication. The issue o f  
broadband capacity and speed are critical because it creates the limits o f  what is possible. Dial 
up connections o f  56 kilobits per second (kbps) o r  200 kbps (FCC definition o f  high-speed) are 
too slow to run many important applications." In today’s high-tech world, having access to high­
speed Internet is necessary to ensure economic development, the ability to implement cost 
cutting mechanisms, and to increase residents’ quality o f  life. (See A ppend ix 2)

E conom ic Developm ent:

It is estimated that widespread adoption o f  high-speed Internet will add $134 billion to 
the U.S. econom y annually and create 1.2 million new jo bs  per year. ' A s evidence o f  the impact 
o f  broadband on the economy, it has been docum ented that recent economic development and 
the resulting jobs  are going d isproportionately to com munities with strong broadband 
deployment. A recent study found that the availability o f  broadband in com m unities added over 
1% to the em ployment growth rate and a 0 .5%  increase in the growth o f  business 
establishments.4

An affordable and reliable high-speed Internet infrastructure is not only essential to jo b  
creation, but also ensures improved educational and health care services, and increased public 
safety.

Telemedicine:

Traditional healthcare involves face-to-face interaction between doctors and patients. In 
certain settings, such as rem ote and isolated areas, face-to-face interactions are hindered by 
obstacles such as distance and time restraints. These obstacles can make providing medical 
treatment exceptionally expensive.

High-speed Internet allows for doctors and patients to utilize technology to make 
healthcare more accessible and affordable. This merging o f  technology anti medicine is referred 
to as telemedicine. Telemedicine pennits  the rem ote m onitoring o f  patients, allows doctors and 
hospitals to share data and images easily and instantaneously, provides efficient chronic disease 
m anagement and em ergency serv ice to remote areas, and allows supplies and prescriptions to be 
ordered in simpler and cheaper ways.

S p e e d  M a t t e r s  A f f o r d a b l e  H i g h  S p e e d  I n t e r n e t  f o r  A l l .  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  o f  A m e r i c a  P o l i c y  P a p e r ,  p a g e  6 .

'  C o n n e c t e d  N a t i o n ,  I h e  L . c o n o m i c  I m p a c t  o f  S t i m u l a t i n g  B r o a d b a n d  N a t i o n a l l y ,  F e b r u a r y ,  2 1 ,  2 0 0 8 .
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In Georgia, telem edicine has been used to save lives and m inim ize the negative effects o f  
strokes on rural citizens. A telemedicine program connects the Medical College o f  G eorg ia ’s 
neurology department with ten rural hospitals. When a patient has a stroke there is a short three 
hour window for doctors to determ ine if  the stroke was caused by  clotting or bleeding.
Depending on diagnosis, the right course o f  treatment is instituted. But, the medical treatment 
for a stroke caused by clotting can have devastating effects i f  given to a patient who is having a 
stroke due to bleeding and vice versa. Thus, an examination by a professional is needed before 
treatment can occur. Since the time it would take to transport a patient from rural Georgia to a 
qualified treatment center is longer than the 3-hour window, previously there was little rural 
hospitals could do for stroke patients. Today, with telemedicine a neurologist anywhere in the 
world is able to provide the necessary examination and determination so that rural hospitals can 
begin treatment. Telem edicine has increased rural hospitals ability to effectively treat stroke 
victims.

Additionally, telem edicine has been proven to reduce the cost o f  healthcare. A recent 
SU N Y  study found that patients using telemedicine to m anage congestive heart failure 
experienced a reduction in overall healthcare costs o f  41%. Reduced physician office visits 
alone offered a savings o f  m ore than SI 15 million annually. 5

T elecom m uting:

Telecomm uting is estimated to have the ability to create over S20 billion o f  saving 
annually across the economy. For every 10% increase in worker telecommuting, fuel use is 
projected to drop by 1.2 million gallons per w e e k /’ Telecom m uting has also been found to

• 7 •increase worker productivity by 20%-25%. When Cisco paid to have broadband Internet 
installed in em ployees’ homes, the company traded wasted com m ute time for an extra hour o f  
work each day. Other com panies, such as A T & T  and Merrill Lynch each saved S I 0,000 a year 
per em ployee through lower absenteeism alone.

O th e r  benefits  o f  b ro a d b a n d :

Furthermore, widespread broadband deployment is important in enhancing citizens’ 
quality o f  life. With ubiquitous high-speed Internet access, students from any geographic 
location and income level in Alaska could lake advantage o f  otherwise unattainable educational 
and jo b  training opportunities; m ore people could participate in e-commerce. Moreover, 
broadband leads to increased public safety through rem ote surveillance, by ensuring all first

t  r i n g  L e h m a n n  I ’ l l ! )  C  C  ( N R C ' C )  L A C K ,  D e a n  P r o f e s s o r  S t a l e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  S t o n y  K r o o k  

h i m  w w w . c i m  c o m  2 0 0 7  I . I V I N C J  w o r k  l i f e  0 0  2 7  c b .  w o r k . h o m e . a d v a n n m e  i n d e x  l i t n i l .

7 N i c o l e  D e m e r n l h .  T e l e c o m m u t i n g  i n  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y :  B e n e f i t s ,  i s s u e s ,  a n d  a  l e a d e r s h i p  m o d e l  w h i c h  w i l l  w o r k ,  

2 0 0 1 a v a i l a b l e  a t  h t t p  w w w . a l l b u s i n e s s . c o m b u y i n g  e x i t i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  3 5 0 3 5 1 0 - 1  l i t m l .
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responders are on the s: ic  frequency, and by facilitating more comprehensive information 
sharing am ong agencies. Additionally, broadband can help senior citizens, r eoplc with 
disabilities, and those in rem ote areas live independently yet still ensuring opportunities to 
participate in econom ic and civil life.

The failure to build out broadband infrastructure no  longer simply stifles A laska’s 
potential growth, but actually docs a disservice to the public interest.

II. I'hc United States Broadband Problem

Although the inventors o f  the Internet, America has fallen behind many countries in 
terms o f  adopting broadband. Today our European and Asian counterparts are outperform ing us 
because they have policies that foster vigorous competition in the broadband marketplace, 
offering consum ers m ore choice, faster speeds and lower prices.

When looking at broadband deployment it is essential to consider penetration, 
connectivity speed, and cost. Data recently released by the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Developm ent (OECD ) highlights the United States failure to provide all citizens 
with affordable high speed Internet, especially in com parison to other countries.

Broadband penetration is a measure o f  what percentage o f  the population has access to 
high-speed Internet. In the Organization for Econom ic Cooperation and Development (OECD ) 
2007 broadband penetration rankings the United States ranked 15th out o f  the 30 m em ber nations, 
down from 4"  place in 2001. (See A ppendix 3) The O EC D  data also demonstrates that America 
is continuously falling further behind. Annual U.S. penetration growth ranked 2 0 lh, and semi­
annual growth was 24 Ih out o f  30 countries. Each spot the United States slips represents billions 
in lost producer and consum er surplus, and potentially millions o f  real jobs lost to overseas 
workers.

Affordable broadband is an essential element necessary to ensure that every citizen can 
utilize broadband once  a strong infrastructure is built. Yet. the United States is woefully behind 
other countries when comparing the cost o f  broadband. When comparing broadband prices 
across countries, the US ranks 13 out o f  the 30 m em ber countries o f  the OECD.

Lastly, connectivity speed is essential to ensure that individuals can use broadband to run 
advance applications that lead to economic development, cost sav ing mechanisms, and increased 
quality o f  life. The broadband available lo U.S. consum ers is generally slower and more 
expensiv e than in other countries. In the U.S., telephone-based DSL broadband reaches speeds 
averaging 1.5 to 3.0 m egabits per second (mbps) at a price averaging S30-S50 per month while 
cable modems in the U.S. generally reach speeds o f  3-5 mbps for S40-S50 per month. In Japan, 
by contrast, the cost o f  an average connection with the speed o f  26 mbps costs roughly S22 per



month, m eaning the Japanese have 8 times the speed at roughly 1/2 o f  the cost.*
(See A ppendix 4)

In order for Alaska and the United States to stay competitive globally it is essential that 
governments implement policies to build strong infrastructures, capable o f  providing affordable, 
high-speed Internet access to all. (Sec A ppendix 5)

111. W hat O ther States H ave Done

States have taken several com m on actions, adopted as a stand alone o r in combination, to 
increase broadband deploym ent.g

•  Setting a goal for broadband adoption/availability: California, Oregon, Kentucky, 
Maine, New York, North Carolina, and Vermont.

•  Creation o f a new body focus' lg  on broadband: California, Oregon, Illinois,
Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Mi :higan. New York, North Carolina. Ohio, South 
Carolina, and Vermont.

• Funding broadband access with grants or low -interest loans: California, Georgia, 
Idaho, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Vermont.

• R egulatory bargains: telephone companies have been required to deploy greater 
broadband in return for reduced regulatory requirements: California, Illinois, Maine, and 
Vermont.

•  Stream lining uses o f rights-nf-w av (both state and municipal): California, M aine, and 
Maryland.

• Public-private cooperation: California, Kentucky, Maryland, Minnesota, N ew  York, 
North Carolina, and Virginia.

• M apping o f broadband facilities: California, Kentucky, Ohio, Maine, and Tennessee.
• K-aw arcness: educating com munities o f  the importance and or availability o f  broadband 

to increase adoption: California, Maine, F ew York, and North Carolina.
•  l ax credits for investm ents in broadband facilities: California, Oregon and Idaho.
•  Focus on extending m iddlc-m ile fiber connectivity: Maryland. Ohio, and Virginia.

Not all states have implemented these policies in the same way, and certain implementations 
h av e had better results than others. (See A ppendix 6)

IV, Proposed Alaska H ouse Bill 388

I lie Progressive States Network celebrates Alaska House Bill 388 and the establishment 
o f  an Alaskan Broadband Task Force to conduct broadband mapping and discuss possible 
deployment strategics. This type o f  approach ensures that deployment o f  the broadband

” Speed Mailers Affordable I huh Speed Internet for All, Communications o f America Policy Paper, page I I 
‘ John V\ nulliausen Jr.. A Blueprint for Big Broadband, FDUCAUSE White Paper, January 2008.
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infrastructure will provide increased access and smart utilization o f  the Internet. The growth o f  
high speed broadband for a state like Alaska promises extreme economic and social benefits.

We do encourage legislators to consider slight changes that will better enable Alaska to 
meet its overall goals o f  increasing economic development, establishing cost saving mechanisms, 
and increasing residents’ quality o f  life.

First, a m ore consumer-focused task force is more likely to come up with independent 
and unbiased assessments o f  the data. Therefore, any task force should m ake sure that 
representatives from the industry are balanced by representatives from public interest groups in 
the state. For example, the Oregon Telecomm unication Coordinating Council, established in 
2001, is comprised o f  12 members that represent broad telecommunications interest groups 
including business and industry, telecommunications providers, state and local government, 
education, and health care organizations, as well as other interest groups.

Second, data collection needs to be at the census block level to avoid digital divides 
within / ip  codes that m ay not be known to exist. If data is only mapped by community  or zip 
code then as long as one hom e in a region receives broadband, the whole area is counted as 
having broadband access. Since the goal o f  the task force is to provide affordable broadband to 
all homes, schools and businesses in Alaska, very specific data must be collected.

Third, it is important to note that advanced video conferencing and other emerging 
technologies that have the most economic and social benefits can only be used effectively on 
high-speed broadband. In order to avoid creating a new digital divide, between those who can 
run advanced applications and those who can only run basic applications, we need to track what 
prov iders, what speeds, and what prices users have access to and what speeds and prices users 
are actually utilizing.

Fourth, the underlying data collected through the task force must be made public to 
ensure the information is accurate and verifiable and for the government to be able to track 
specific progress once deployment programs are put in place. California, realizing the necessity 
o f  the m apping data to be made public, had private providers give the underlying m apping data 
to a public service com mission who aggregated the information and then published 
com prehensive maps.

Lastly, the Alaska Broadband Task Force should not only concern itself  with broadband 
m apping and deployment, but should also establish measures to ensure that all residents can 
utilize the technology. To participate in the increasingly digital world, citizens m ust be digitally 
literate - equipped with the skills, insights and savvy needed to fully exploit the benefits accruing 
from the convergence o f  telecommunications and information processing technologies and 
markets. Groups frequently disenfranchised in other parts o f  society, such as low income 
individuals and people o f  color, often have fewer opportunities to gain essential digital skills. By 
providing programs to ensure that all citizens are digitally literate, Alaska can m ake it easier for 
everyone to participate in this new digital world.

6



Thank you for your important work in this area and for considering my testimony. Should 
you have any questions, or i f  you would like to discuss the above in more detail, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Ju lie  Schwartz
Broadband, Media Reform, and Economic Development Policy Specialist
Progressive Stales Network
101 Avenue of the Americas, 3rd Floor
New Vork, New York 10013
ischwart/u/ nroitrcssivcstatcs.orn
(P) 212-680-3116

Cc:
Representative Fairclough, Co-Chair 
Representative LeDoux, Co-Chair 
Representative Dahlstrom, Member 
Representative Neuman, Member 
Representative Olson, Member 
Representative Cissna, Member 
Representative Salmon, Member



V. Appendix

Appendix 1: Average advertised broadband download speed, by country, Mbit , 2007
Source tiraph: OliCD
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Appendix 2: Broadband Application and Speed
Source; S. Derek T u rner. Broadband Rea lity Cheek, Free Press, 2005
Download Speed Applica tion Technology

56 kilob its per second Low quality stream lining audio D ial up

2UU kilob its per second Low qua lity video DSL Lite (M in im a l de fin ition o f 

broadband)

1 megabyte per second Streaming \ ideo -Satellite. DSL. Cable

2.5 megabyte per second H igh Resolution Neurological 

Testing

DSL, Cable

A megabyte per second Standard TV DSL, Cable

I'i megabyte per second Videoconferencing DSL, Cable

2o megaby te per second High De lin ition ADSL

101) megabyte per >econd A ll l ib e r
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Appendix 3: Subscribers per 100 Inhabitants, 2007
Source Graph: OFCD

35

30

25

20
15

10
5

0

S u b s c r i b e r s  p e r  1 0 0  

j n h u b i t a n t s

H

I *
:n I

Other ■ F ibre lLAN Cable DSL

.. 3 i > J , |  r $ V I  *
-

'  .■ : $  !*• a  ' i  . r 3  >  k  .

Appendix 4: Average Broadband Monthly Price per Average Speed
Source Data: OECD
Country Price

(S/month)
Average 
Download 
Speed (mbps)

Finland S31 13

United
Kingdom

S3 3 10.6

Sweden S34 21.4

Japan $34 93.7

France S37 44.2

South Korea S42 43.4

Australia S52 12.1

United States $53 8.9
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Appendix 5: Percentage of Fiber connections in total broadband subscribers, 2007
Source: OFCD

J a p a n  . . .

Korod ' ' . '  ' ... ■
- * .  r :  .  . i .  . 1 * . .

Sweden 

Slovak Republic

Denmark

OECD

Norway

I ta ly

United Staler 

Czech Republic 

Netherlands 

Iceland

n% f.ot. w% ic% on% jvwti 4n%

Appendix 6: Case Studies: Kxamples of Successful Broadband Plans 
California:

The California Broadband Initiative was created by Governor Schwarzenegger in October 
o f  2006 and included The California Broadband Task Force. The task force was charged with 
creating a com prehensive report on the state o f  broadband in the state o f  California and directed 
to collect and analyze current broadband information so the state could accurately  map where 
broadband is available and at what speeds . The data was collected at household levels and was 
aggregated by a public third-party.

The report, released on January 17, 2008, included recom m endations on strategies to 
fund and deploy networks capable o f  50 mbps. The task force recom m ended funding the 
proposal through both bond and grant programs. Additionally, California has an Emerging 
Technology Fund, a non-profit corporation, with an objective o f  bring to broadband to under- 
served areas with funding derived from conditions placed on merging telecomm unications 
companies The com panies will contribute a total o f  $60 million over 5 years. Additionally, at 
least $460 million soon will be available for overcoming the state's "digital divide" with about 
$400 million com ing  from education bonds approved by voters last November.



O regon10:
The Oregon Telecomm unications Coordinating Council (O R TC C ) was created by the 

state legislature in 2001. The Council’s mission is "to provide all Oregonians with affordable 
access to broadband digital applications that will improve the quality o f  life in Oregon 
com m unities and reduce the economic gap between well-served and underserved Oregon 
com m unities .” The OR TCC is comprised o f  12 members that represent broad 
telecommunications interest groups including business and industry, telecommunications 
providers, state and local government, education, and health care organizations, as well as other 
interest groups. The council provides a coordinated approach to telecomm unication investments 
bv giving the O R TC C  the authority to facilitate, through its recom m endations, greater 
public/private partnerships and stronger state/local government partnerships. The Oregon state 
legislature also approved a tax credit for deployment o f  broadband equipment in 2001. The credit 
is equal to 20%  o f  the cost o f  the facilities deployed.

Vermont:
In January 2007, newly elected Vermont Governor Jim Douglas proposed that Vermont 

becom e an "e-state” by 2010. To accomplish his goal o f  universal access to broadband Internet, 
Governor Douglas created a Vermont Telecommunications Authority, which would serve as a 
bridge between public sector efforts and private sector investments, intended to share in— but not 
eliminate— the financial risk o f  these projects, provide a longer-term investment horizon, and 
support projects that can become self-sustaining over t im e .11

The explicit goals o f  the Vermont Telecommunications Authority are to ensure 
Vermonters have: Affordable broadband access to every Vermont household by 2010, capable 
o f  delivering speeds o f  at least 1.5 megabits per second, and increasing speeds in the future and 
m obile broadband. Wi-Fi or equivalent in every com m unity  by 2010. The initial focus will be on 
delivering broadband services to currently underserved rural areas and to deploy wireless 
services throughout these areas.

Report bv Alliance for Public Technologies, 2004, page 34.
'' The stale can prm  ide Ihe authority with its moral obligation of up to $40 million in bonds to back projects in the 
lirst year ol construction and possibly more if needed and sustainable. The initial target is to leverage more than 
$200 million m private sector investment with the stale's backing. Repayment o f  borrowing for the projects will be 
based on revenues generated from leasing access to the infrastructure, such as fiber-optic networks and space on 
lowers, or the revenues from services provided over the network. The value o f  the assets controlled or created by the 
authority will also help to secure the value o f  any bonds

11
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Feb rua ry  2 2 , 2 0 0 8

AC 'M P Pa rtic ip an t

R L : R e -e v a lu a lio u  o f  AC 'M P 

D e a r A C jM P  Pa rtic ip an t:

A s  you  kn ow , in 2 0 0 3  the A la sk a  State L eg is la tu re  m andated the re fo rm  o f  the A C M P  that inc luded 
rev ised  statutes, regu la tion s , d is tric t coasta l m anagem ent p lan s , and o th e r A C M P  processes , and 
inc luded  dead lin e s  fo r  those rev is ion  e ffo r ts . Though  the re fo rm  e f fo r t  is n ea rin g  its com p le tion , it 
has not been w ithou t its d if f ic u lt ie s . T h e  D epartm en t o f  N a tu ra l R e sou rc e s  (D N R )  has had a 
ch a lle n g in g  tim e m anag ing  and im p lem en ting  the change p rocess and the re fo rm  e ffo r ts . D u rin g  the 
p rocess, D N R  has heard from  the v a riou s  partic ipants on  the successes and fa i lu re s  o f  Ihe changes, 
and on  the e f fo r t s  to im p lem en t those changes, most recen tly  d u ring  p u b lic  te s tim ony  on Senate B i I ! 
(SB) 161.

A lth ough  tiie S ta te  opp oses  S B  161 fo r  a v a rie ty  o f  reasons, D N R  does support the concept o f  re ­
eva lu a tin g  ce rta in  changes that w ere m ade to the A C M P . S p e c if ic a lly . D N R  recogn ize s  the need 
and is interested in re -eva lu a tin g  the fo llo w in g  sta tu to ry  and regu la to ry  p ro v is io n s  o f  the A C M P :

•  R e v is it the D E C  ca rv eou t (i .e ., c oo rd in a tion  o f  re v iew  in v o lv in g  D E C ’ au th o riza tion s , 
ap p lic a tion  o f  o th e r A C M P  en fo rc e ab le  p o lic ie s  to D E C  au th o rized  ac tiv it ie s , e tc .)

o R e v is it the coasta l d is tr ic t ’ s au th o rity  and ab ility  to w rite  e n fo rc e a b le  p o lic ie s , rev is it the
requ irem en ts  fo r  des ignated  a reas to address ce rta in  coasta l uses and re sou rces 

® A dd ress the cons istency rev iew  scope o f  the p ro je c t ( i .e . . aspects o f  the p ro je c t that are
sub jec t to re v iew )

* M ake  o th e r necessa ry  c la r i fy in g  and technical ed its to the regu la tion s

A t the 2 0 0 7  A C M P  con fe ren ce  in Juneau , D N R  C om m iss io n e r l o rn  irw in  announced  D N R ’ s 
in ten tion  to re -eva lu a te  the A C M P  changes. I re -a ffirm ed  D N R ’ s c om m itm en t to eva lu a tin g  these 
changes in m y  tes tim ony  on  S B  161 on  January  2 9 , 2 0 0 8 . W h ile  we p re v io u s ly  estab lished an 
in fo rm a l t im e fram e  fo r  th is re -e v a lu a tion  to begin in J u ly  2 0 0 9 , it is o b v io u s , based on the input that 
D N R  has heard , that we need to begin the p rog ram  re -e va lu a tion  s o on e r than o r ig in a lly  iden tified . 
W ith  this in m ind , it is m y in ten tion  to fo rm a lly  and o p en ly  rc -evn lu a te  the A C M P  changes 
id en tified  a b o v e  by in v itin g  input from  the ne tw orked  pa rtic ip an ts (c oa sta l d is tric ts , state agencies, 
industry', and m em bers o f  the p u b lic ) B ased  on  that inpu t, D N R  w ill p repa re  a re spon s ive  statu tory

“Develop, Conserve, mid Enhance Natural Resources for Present and Future A taskans."



ACMP Participants -  ACMP Re-evaluation 
February 22, 2008 
Page 2

proposal tor consideration during the 2009 legislative session, and a subsequent regulatory package 
for implementing the changes. The proposed schedule for this re evaluation and development of 
proposed changes to the ACMP laws is as follows:

• June 2008 -  Complete Ihe review o f  the List o f  Expedited Consistency Reviews and Stale 
Authorizations Subject to the ACM P  (i.e., the "ABC List")

o July 2008 -  Initiate a 30-day comment period to solicit input and suggested statutory and 
regulatory revisions 

« August-October 2008 -  Develop proposed statutory revisions 
« November 2008 -  Mold workshops to go over proposed statutory revisions; initiate a 

comment period to solicit input
• December 2008 -  Finalize proposed statutory revisions
» January 2009 -  Introduce bill addressing proposed statutory revisions.
• March through August 2009 -  Promulgate and finalize regulatory revisions implementing 

the revised statutes (as appropriate) and addressing other identified regulatory revisions.

The DCOM has identified this re-evaluation o f the ACMP within the 2006 Enhancement Grants 
Program Assessment and Strategy, meaning DCOM has prioritized this initiative and identified it as 
eligible for federal funding under the ACMP. This effort is important to the success o f  the ACMP, 
and will be completed within the timeframes described above.

This re-evaluation is intended to identify and develop additional changes to the ACMP that will 
strengthen the ACMP as a State program, that will benefit applicants and the public in the 
coordination o f  projects, and that will enhance the coastal district participation and input into State 
decision-making regarding activities occurring in the coastal area and on the outer continental shelf.

I look forward to initiating the re-evaluation of the ACMP. Your participation in this effort is 
important to the future and success of the program.

Randy Bates 
Director

ec: DCOM Staff
Legislators 
Coastal Districts 
Coastal Currents ‘‘e-list"
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Lake and  Peninsula Borough
P.O. Box495

King Salmon, Alaska 99613

Felepbone: (907) 246-3421 
Fax: (907) 246-6602

March 18, 2008

The Honorable Representative Gabriel LeDoux 
State Capitol. Room 412 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Subject: l i l t  244. an Act relating to the Alaska Coastal Management Program; and 
establishing the Alaska Coastal Policy Board

Dear Representative LeDoux.

I nc Lake and Peninsula Borough would like to provide the following comment regarding 
the proposed HB 244. an Act relating lo the Alaska Coastal Management Program 
(ACMP): and establishing the Alaska Coastal Pm icy Board that is currently in committee 
in the Alaska I egislalure

I he Lake and Peninsula Borough supports I IB 244 because it requires the Alaska 
Department ol Environmental < onservation ( ADIT ) to participate in consistency 
reviews that af fect air. land and water quality, clarifies the criteria lor the approval of 
district enforceable policies, establishes the Coastal Policy Board, eliminates the 
requirement for designated areas, arid reestablishes the protection of'subsistence as an 
objec ve of the Alaska Coastal Management Program as well as the recognition ol 
subsistence values concerning land usage adjacent to the watei. I will try to address each 
issue below and how these topics have affected the program since the passage ol MB 191 
in 200.4.

AIR A M ) WA LI U Ol Al l H

1. B ackground: I he ACMP statutes were amended bv MB 191 ((. haptcr 24 SLA 
03) to remove Alaska Department of Lm ironmenlal ( 'onservation i ADI C) 
authorizations from individual ACMP reviews. Removal ol ADI C authorizations from 
ACMP reviews has resulted in a number o f  unanticipated problems:

it. Confusion about what specific activities are included in the scope ol 
review. This lack of clarity occurs when a project requires an ADI .C authorization 
or an Environmental Protection Agency authorization oi when it un op es Outer 
Continental Shelf (OCS) activities.

Chignk Bay • Chigmk agoort • Chignik Lake • Cgegik • Igiugig ■ lliamna • Ivanol Bay • Koknanok • Leveloek 
Newha/en • NoriUakon • Pearo Bay • Peuyville • Paol Pomi • Pope Vannoy • Poit Alsworth • Port t 1 :it)en • Uyasluk



b. I he Alaska Department o f  Natural Resources (AI)NR) is not following 
guidance it issued regarding its review ol activities not regulated by federal 
NPDES or 404 permits (i.e.. the guidance states that such activities not addressed 
by the A DEC or Army Corps o f  Engineers must be part o f  coordinated ACMP 
review).

c. As a result o f  this change districts can 110 longer comment on activities 
regulated by ADEC that affect other coastal uses and resources. For example, 
effects from an oil spill or other discharges on subsistence uses and resources can 
no longer be considered because this activity is excluded from the coordinated 
ACMP review, and the agency has no regulations or statutes that address effects 
o f  discharges on subsistence.

2. CLARIFIES CRITERIA FOR ENFORCEABLE POLICIES

This bill better clarities the intent in Section 19, which addresses AS 46.40.070 in several 
paragraphs by being more spccilic on policy approval. I his is critical to the coastal 
districts as it will allow the districts to establish local control through policies that were 
previously denied by DNR Staff when plans were reviewed. It amends three criteria for 
approval o f  enforceable policies to beltei clarify what policies may address. It clarities 
the legislative intent o f  Chapter 24 Sl.A 03 (1115 191) to allow districts to establish 
enforceable policies lor activities that may affect a coastal use or resource.

3. ESTABLISHES THE COASTAL POLICY BOAIH)

I lie establishment o f  the Coastal Policy Board is the key to the success ol this bill as it 
returns control o f  the approval o f  district coastal management plans back to the districts.
I'his will happen because the members of the Coastal Policy Board will be appointed 
hum the coastal districts o f  A Iasi.,, who are much closet to local issues and will more 
closely understand and relate to the unique issues districts lace vlien writing policies for 
plan approval. 1 his bill also establishes the Board's role in the mediation o f  decisions on 
the approval o f  district plans as well as gives the Board ippro\ul authority for plans 
mentioning areas meriting special attention

4. SI BSISTENCE IS NOW IN (’L ll)E J ) IN THE A C M P

Subsistence is very important to the culture o f  the citizens within the Lake &
Peninsula Borough. This bill adds subsistence to the values included in the Alaska 
(. oastul Management Plan objectives.

In summary the 1 ake ami Peninsula Borough is in support ol I IB 243 as it requires the 
Alaska Department of 1 nvironntc t . 1 Conservation (ADEC) to participate in consistency 
reviews that a 1 feet air. land and watei quality, clarities the criteria for the approval o f  
district enforceable policies, establishes the Coastal Policy Board, eliminates the



requirement for designated areas, and reestablishes the protection o f  subsistence as an 
objective o f  the Alaska Coastal Management Program. We encourage all committees to 
please hear this hill and move it along as soon as possible.

Finally the f.ake and Peninsula Borough does not support any recommendations that 
suggest a working group or committee be formed to resolve the problems created by 
I IB 191 from 2003. This move is simply a stall lactic by those making that 
recommendation. However, we encourage the legislators to act on this bill as it will not 
require districts to re-write their plans hut specifically requires DNR DCOM to make the 
regulations more specific and puts local control back where it belongs.

We thank you foi the opportunity to comment on this very important bill. If you have 
questions please contact Marv Smith at 907-246-3421.

Sincerely,

Glen Alsworth
Mayor/Lake and Peninsula Borough
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A l a s k a  T e le p h o n e  A s s o c i a t i o n

Jam es Rowe 
E x e c u t iv e  D ire c to r
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March 13,2008

Rep. Anna Fairelough, Co-Chair 
Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-Chair 
House Community & Regional Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Legislature

RE: Testimony in support o f  I IB 388

The Alaska Telephone Association sets out in the first paragraph o f  its Bylaws its goal of 

advocating "for uniformity and efficiency in accounting, operating, maintenance and construction 

for supporting the continuance o f telecommunications service to the public." That was purpose for 

the Association when it was founded in 1949 and it remains the purpose.

Identifying barriers to broadband access and identifying opportunities for increased broadband 

deployment are slated reasons for creating the task force which is the intent o f  this bill. That is in 

concert with the goals o f  AT A. We would be one o f the not-for-profit organizations in the state that 

would look forward to working with the Task Force and hope that a cooperative effort and diverse 

support for this endeavor will make broadband access more available and more affordable for more 

Alaskans.

This topic and a separate presentation by a representative o f  Connected Nation. Inc., referenced 

in the sponsor statement, will be on the agenda of the 2008 A I A Annual Meeting w hich will lie in 

Girdwood May 19-21. Details o f  that conference may be found on the A1A website at 

www.alaskatel.uiL; and we'd welcome any o f  you as our guests.

1 hank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support o f  this bill.

Sincerely,

J im  Rowe

http://www.alaskatel.uiL




R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h  — H ouse  D is tr ic t  17

8 l a £ b a  & t a t e  TL e  g  t *  I a  t  u  r  e

H o u s e  B i l l  4 0 4
“A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a t i  A l a s k a  R e n e w a b l e  E n e r g y  T a s k  F o r c e ”

H ou se Bill 404  w ou ld  crea te  a T ask  Force on R en ew ab le  Energy to  a llo w  m em b ers o f  the  
L egislature to  g e t  in vo lved  in d ev e lo p in g  a m uch n eed ed  Energy Plan for th e S ta te  o f  
A laska.

T he goal w ou ld  be for the Task Force to th orou gh ly  a sse ss  th e  n eed s o f  th e  s ta te  and  
th en  to m ake re co m m en d a tio n s , b ased  on  th o se  n eed s, w h ich  cou ld  be in corp orated  into  
a sta tew id e  en erg y  plan.

R enew able en erg y  is an  issu e  in th e  forefront n a tion w id e . W ith fuel prices at an all tim e  
high , and no re lie f in th e  fo reseea b le  future, A laska n eed s to  co n sid er  its o p tio n s . Our 
varying c lim a tes and terrain  m ake w in d  and  geo th erm a l en ergy  a ltern a tiv es that cou ld  
be em p loy ed  in ou r s ta te  and it is n ecessary  to d e term in e  w hat our en erg y  n eed s are in 
variou s reg ion s o f  th e s ta te  an d  a lso  w'hat o p tio n s  w ou ld  be v iab le in w h ich  areas.

T he in ten t o f  H o u se  Bill 404  is to  bring m em b ers o f  th e  L egislature to g e th er  to m eet  
w ith th e en ergy  sta k eh o ld ers  around  A laska and take m ea su ra b le  s te p s  tow ard  
preparing th e  sta te  for th e future.

S e s s i o n  A l a s k a  S t a l e  C a p i t o l  •  J u n e a u .  A K  9 9 8 0 1 •  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 3 7 7 7  •  F a x  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 2 8 1 9  

I n t e r i m  1 0 9 2 8  I : a g l e  R i v e r  R o a d .  S u i t e  2 3 8  •  l  u g l e  R i v e r .  A K  9 9 5 7 7  •  9 0 7 - 6 9 4 - 8 9 4 4  •  F a x  9 0 7 - 6 9 4 - 8 9 4 5

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g l K r /  l e g i s . s t a t e . u k . u s



T

F I S C A L  N O T E
STATE OE ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

identifie r (file name):
Title A lternative Energy Task Force

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
0 Publish Date

Dept A ffected: 
'R DU

HB 404

Univers ity o f Alaska

Sponsor
Requester

Rep Fairclough, Edgmon, Thomas, W ilson, et al. 
Community and Regional A ffairs________________

Component Sysbra
Univers ity o f Alaska

Component Number

E xpenditures/R evenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do no t include inflation unless otherw ise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
G rants & Claims 
M iscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

IC AP ITAL EXPENDITURES

[CHANGE IN REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Menta! Health 
O ther Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s tim a te o f any cu rre n t yea r (FY2008) co s t: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYS IS : [Attach a separate page ilnecessary)
The University of Alaska would participate in the Alaska Renewable Energy Task Force. To the degree projects are 
proposed that require additional expertise, facilities, equipment or other resources, additional funding would be 
required.

Prepared by Michelle Rizk________________________________________________________________________Phone 907-450-8187
D ivision University o f Alaska_____________________________________________________________ Date /T im e 2/29/08 2:30 PM

Approved by: Pat Pitney____________________________________________________________________________ Date 2/29/08 2 30 PM
University of Alaska___________________________________________________________

   .-owe. Page 1 of 1


