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Broadband Legislation Page 5of7

Commissions - (rights of-way, easements, and public places
02/05/2007 (Requires that municipality's broadband rules and
(regulations be neutrally competitive and

|Inondiscriminatory

New York Ini a b b6H8 Amended and recommue /Establishes atax credit for the installation or Tax Incentives
to Assem/y Committee on (purchase of satellite broadband equipment up to
Ways and Means - ($1,000 for taxpayers residing in an area where
06/12/2007 (broadband is otherwise unavailable.
New York NY A B 6689 To Assembly Committee Establishes a tax ci ;dit for investment in terrestrisil Tax Incentives
on Ways and Means - broadband infrastructure to a taxpayer living In a
03/16/2007 (broadband underserved area.
New York NY A B 9117 Referred to Assembly (Provides for data collection on the availability of Assessment
Committee on broadband services within the state. This data wil
Corporations, Authorities (be included in a report to be submitted annually to
and Commissions = (the legislature
06/13/2007
New York NY S B Reporter and Committed Establishes a broadband tax credit equal to 10 Tax Incentives
1099/A B to rmance - 05/22/2007 (percent of the qualified expenditures Incurred for
2726 providing current generation broadband services tc
(at least 10 percent of the subscribers in a rural or
p.her underserved area. Offers a 20 percent tax
(credit for the provision of next generation
broadband to rural subscribers, underserved
(subscribers, or any residential subscriber.
New York NY S B. 3224 Amended and Establishes a tax credit for the installation or Satellite & Tax
Recommitted to Finance - purchase of satellite broadband equipment for Incentives
06/08/2007 taxpayers residing in an area where broadband is
{otherwise unavailable
New York NY S B 3239 Reported anc Committed [Establishes a tax credit for investment in terrestrial Tax Incentives
to Finance m05/15/2007 broadband infrastructure to a taxpayer living In a
broadband underserved area
New York NY S B 5533 To Senate Committee on Enacts the New York State Wireless Broadband Coordination &
Veterans, Homeland Communication Act of 2007 In order to Improve Leadership
- Security and Military New York State's ability to respond to and recover
Affairs - 04/25/2007 from a predictable surprise.
New York jNY S B To Assembly Committee  Provides match-based grants to county-level Assessment
5391/A B 318 on Cuiporations, economic development organizations that are
Authorities and Iconducting county telecommunication
Commissions - Lassessments Requires the Department of Public
01/03/2007/ To Senate  hService to conduct a study of New York s high-
Gnance Committee m fispeed n.ternet Infrastructure and reports the
04/25/2007 Lesults to the governor, the president of thu
enate, and the speaker of the assembly
lorth Carolina ricH B 757 Regular Session Ended k>eates the legislative study commission on rural  Assessment
18/02/2007 I nternet access and appropriates funding for the
tudy
Jorth Carolina Ifics B 1068 tegular Session Ended Eemoves the sunset on the e-NC Authority; Geployment
08/02/2007 Litcreases the distribution to local governments of
Itne sales tax on telecommunications and video
rogramm ng, earmarks a portion of the state's
Ishare of the sales tax on these services for grant
fogr broadoand deployment, peg channels, and
|cDmmumty media centers
North Dakota (DUB 1027 second reading failed |creates a sales tax exemption for wireless service Tax Incentives
fci pass Senate - Ip ovider equipment and primary sector
03/19/2007 (Regular kclecommumcations equipment
[ session Ended
04/25/2007) i
dte ,hlo loHHB 72 7c House Committee on  ju uates the Onio Broadband and Wireless A<.sessment

http:./www.ncsl.org programs lis, legislation BroadbundBills.htm 2/8/2008
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Public Utilities Telecommunications Task Force to examine and
02/27/2007 nake recommendations on the availability of
broadband and wireless telecommunications in
Jhio and any economic impact such availability
creates, the present or future availability of
broadband and wireless telecommunications in all
3hio counties, and any other issues the Task Force |
deems appropriate
yhio 3HSB 24 {Approved by Governor mprovides that if the director of development [Deployment
06/30/2007 letermines that a grant from the industrial site
improvement fund may create new jobs or
ereserve existing jobs and employment
ipportunlties In an eligible county, the director
|may grant up to $750,000 for in‘rastructure

Improvements, including broadband installation.

[Pennsylvania PA'H B 327 (To House Committee on  Mlows political subdivisions to offer broadband jovernment
Consumer Affairs - services only after E m itting a written requestto  Jwnership/Operation
02/09/2007 [the local ex*ha.ige telecommunications company

serving the area and when, within two months of
[receipt of the request, the local exchange
[telecommunications company or one of Its afflliates|

has not agreed to provide the data speeds

[requested
South Carolina [SCH B 3567 tct 169 Approved - Creates the South Carolina Wireless Technology loordination and
36/14/2007 and Communications Commission to oversee Leadership

implementation of a statewide wireless broadband

South Carolina 1sc s B 465 Regular Session Ended network, specific duties include leveraging state-
06/29/2007 owned telecommunications infrastructure and
coordinating government and private entities.

Tennessee [TN H.B Chapter 164 Approved -[t'tpands membership of theTennessee Broadband *ssessment
2099/S B 05/15/2007 ask Force include a representative from the
1580 epartment of education and requires the task

‘orce to conduct an annual broadband deployment
ssessment and submit a report regarding same

Tennessee TN H.B. Reguur Session Ended  Creates the nonprofit Tennessee broadband access Coordination and
1100/S B 06/12/2007 orporation to facilitate the deployment of .eadership
11572 noadband access to every home and business in

he state by 1) tracking the deployment and
idoption of telecommunications and information
echnology, 2) enabling public-private partnerships!
mong telecommunications providers and relevant
lovernment entities; and 3) serving as a resource

for citizens and other government agencies to
ddress concerns and questions regarding

;elecommumcations and information technology

issues
[Tennessee TN H B yteguiar Session Ended [Requires the department of economic and [Coordination and
2102,S B -06/12/2007 Community development to establish the Leadership
1715 tonnectTN program to support statewide

[broadband deployment

[Tennessee Til H Regular Session Ended Establishes the ConnectTN program to promote Assessment
2103,5 B -06/12/2007 broadband expansion throughout the state Also
1716 authorizes data collection from any public or

private entity so that Tennesseans' access to

broadband technologies can be assessed

Tennessee TMriB Regular Session Ended In conjunction with the ConnectTN program, Coordination and
2104, S B 06/12/2007 Mirects the department of economic and Leadership
17172 1 community development to work closely with

community leaders to develop and implement

echnology growth strategies

http www.ncsl.org programs lis legislation, BroadbandBills.htm 7 X/7nnx
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Jtah UT S B 268 4cf 37 Approved Establishes a restricted account within the general Rural Access
93/15/2007 fund to be used for grant to providers deploying

broadband service m rural areas. Appropriates $1

million from the geneial fund for fiscal year 2007

2008 to the rural broadband service fund restricted

account Requires providers interested in receiving

grant money to file an application with a viable

business plan that includes the initial terms and

conditions of the service they intend to provide

4c¢f 79 Approved Establishes the Vermont Telecommunications Coordination and

96/09/2007 Authority to facilitate the deployment of broadband Leadership

nfrastructure and services for residents and

/lermont VTHB 248

busmesses throughout Vermont with a focus on
unserved and underse ved arras. The Authority
would be able to issue S40,000.000 in bonds to
support the goal of ubiquitous brc dband and
wireless infrastructure by 2010.

lermont VT H B 443  Regular Session Ended quires telecommunications provider to adopt a Regulation

05/12/2007 n.cwork modernization plan to accelerate the
availability of broadband servrc».

lirginia VANBS,J385 Chapter 322 Approved creates separate classification for tangible personal Tax Incentives
93/13/2007 property owned and used by certain providers of
wireless broadband Internet service for local
taxation purposes
lashington wA HB 1128 Chapter 522 Approved - Appropriates funding to the Utilities and Assessment
95/15/2007 Transportation Commission to conduct a survey
that identifies factors preventing the widespread
availability and use of broadband technologies. The
survey must collect and interpret reliable
geographic, demographic, cultural, and
telecommunications technology information to
dentify broadband disparities in the state
/ashington WA s B. 5120 Regular Session Ended Requires the Department of Community, Trade, Assessment
04/22/2007 and Economic development to commission a

survey on the deployment of broadband

technologies among households In the state.

egular Session Ended creates the Wireless Infrastructure Council; «Coordination and

03/10/2007 authorizes long term leases of state owned
property for the placement and operation of

Zest Virginia wv H.B 3007 R
Leadership

wireless Infrastructure, creates the Wireless
Infrastructure Assistance Fund, and grants the
Commissioner of Highways the power of eminent

domain and disbursements.

BPL, Coordinaticn & Leadership, Definition, Financing,
, Rights of-VVay,Taxi

All bills are assigned to at least one of the following categories Assessment,
3overnment Ownership & Operation, Network Neutrality. Passenger Rail Services, Public Private Partnership, Repeal

(Incentives, and Universal Service

Compiled by Michelle Larson Kncg, \jtionai Conference of State Legislatures
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Alaska Statewide Telecommunications Workshop
Friday. February 15, 2008
8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Hotel Captain Cook

Senator Stevens’ Broadband Initiatives

“The Senator remains very focused on the important economic opportunities and quality of life
improv ements that broadband can bring to Alaska. Ifyou have any questions about any of these,
please don’t hesitate to give me acall.” - Paul Nagle, Republican Chief Counsel Committee on

Commerce, Science and Transportation

S. 1965, Protecting Children in the 21" Century - Senator Stevens introduced this bill with
Senator Inouye and 20 co-sponsors.

This bill would require schools that receive Federal E-Rate funds to offer education regarding
online behavior, including social networking, chat rooms, and cyberbullying awareness and
response. Children need to understand how to protect their identity on the Internet and what
constitutes suspicious behavior. This bill would also create an interagency working group to
identify a 4 encourage technologies and initiatives to help parents protect their children from
inappropriate content. Educating children about safe behaviors on the Internet and educating
parents about the tools they have available is the single best method to greatly improve Internet

safety.

S. 1853, Community Broadband Act of 2007 - Senator Stevens is a cosponsor.

This bill would make it easier for municipalities, cities, and towns across our nation to offer
broadband access to their residents through public-private partnerships. When the market
doesn't respond quickly enough, local officials need to be able to step in and provide for the

broadband needs of their citizens in a responsible way.

FY 08 Omnibus

The omnibus includes a Senator Steven’s amendment authorizing $4.5 million for Fiscal Years
2(108 and 2009 io provide pilot project grants for Internet technology ro minority sen ing
institutions, including at least one serving Alaska Natives. Hopefully, with successful pilot
projects this program can be expanded to all such institutions. The Omnibus was signed into law

late last year.

Sponsored by the University o fAlaska and the Institute o fthe Sorth



Farm Bill

The Senate passed Farm Bill contains a Steven’s amendment to update an existing broadband

gr nt program to provide for broadband grants to communities that already have dial-up

cc nncctions. When the program was first initiated years ago, many communities didn’t even

h .vc I ,cal dial-up access. Obviously, that has changed. Because the program bars communities
with dial-up access, over $6 million allocated to Alaska has not yet been awarded. This change
will allow that money to go to communities that don’t yet have broadband access (but may have

dial-up). The conference for the Farm Bill is ongoing.

Internet Tax

Senator Stevens took the lead in securing the compromise to extend the Internet Tax moratorium
for seven years. This is the longest extension of the moratorium in its history. This will help
keep the price of Internet access affordable for families and continue to expand Internet access.

Universal Service

Senator Stevens has again championed extensions to the ADA exemption for the E-Rate program
and prohibiting the FCC from implementing any restrictions on universal service limiting

support to a primary line.

The Senator has also registered his concerns with the FCC that they not implement any interim
measures to the USF program that would disrupt service rollout to Alaska or other unserved rural

areas and has emphasized that any change be competitively neutral.

Provided by:

Paul J. Nagle

Republican Chief Counsel

Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation
United State Senate

554 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D C. 20510

(202) 224-4878 Office Direct

(202) 224-1259 Fax

(202) 215-1285 Mobile

P.ml \aulonc>mncrcc senate tun

Sponsored by the University o fAlaska and the Institute o fthe Xorth



STATE OF ALASKA
THE LEGISLATURE

2004

Legislative

Source Resolve No.
52

SC'S CSHCR32(FIN)

Relating to information infrastructure and establishing the Alaska Information Infrastructure
Policy Task Force.

BE ITRESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the development of information infrastructure will provide Alaska
communities with access to broadband connectivity and provide for improved

telecommunications, health care, education, homeland security, and economic development

opportunities: and
WHEREAS access to fiber optic and wireless connectivity will help bridge the digital
divide that separates rural Alaska from the benefits of technological advances realized by

urban areas; and
WHEREAS public-private partnerships have been used successfully around the globe

to facilitate information infrastructure development: and
WHEREAS the Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority may issue

conduit revenue bonds for qualified applicants;
BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature establishes the Alaska

Information Infrastructure Policy Task Force to review and analyze the state's current and

-|- Enrolled HCR 32
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long-term information infrastructure needs; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall identify existing public and private

fiber and broadband infrastructure in Alaska; and be it

FI'RTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall conduct a preliminary analysis of
the state's long-term infrastructure needs; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall consider how best to define the
state's role and interest in information infrastructure development; and be it

FIRTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall address the state's long-term
information infrastructure needs by encouraging industry and govemmc.it to take action,
either separately or through joint efforts such as pooling and integrated resource planning, to
meet those needs; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall develop a long-term information
infrastructure plan for Alaska that will efficiently enhance the state's economic future; and be
it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be composed of 13 members.

including
(1) the commissioner of administration or the commissioner's designee;

(2) the commissioner of military and veterans' affairs or the commissioner's

designee;

(3) the commissioner of community and economic development or the

commissioner's designee;
(4) one member chosen by the President of the University of Alaska;

(5) six at-large members chosen jointly by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives and the President of the Senate;
(6) three members of the legislature, including one chosen by the Speaker of

the House of Representatives, one chosen by the President of the Senate, and one chosen
jointly by the minority leaders of the House of Representatives and the Senate; and be it
FURTHER RESOLV ED that the members of the task force shall select a chair from

among themselves; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED that r. staff member and other resources shall be provided

to the task force, as necessary, by the legislature; ind be it

Enrolled HCR 32



FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force is to begin work on June 1, 2004, or as
soon after that date as possible; and be it

FI'RTHER RESOLVED that the task force may meet during the interim; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force members shall serve without
compensation but are entitled to transportation expenses and per diem as authorized for
members of boards and commissions under AS 39.20.180; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall provide a report of its findings, the
long-term information infrastructure plan, and any draft legislation the task force finds
necessary to meet the identified long-term infrastructure needs of the state to the legislature
not later than the first day of the First Regular Session of the Twenty-Fourth Alaska State
Legislature; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force may make any interim reports on
infomiation infrastructure issues that it considers advisable; and be it

FURTLZR RESOLVED that the task force is terminated not later than the
adjournment of the First Regular Session of the Twenty-Fourth Alaska State Legislature.

-3- Knrolled 11CR 32



web site: http: www.akrepublicans.org

Senate Majority Press

llouse Majority Press
Craig Johnson (907) 26Q-0107 Jeff Turner (907)269-0257

Renee Limogc (*(>7) 269-0164

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 22. 2004 CONTACT: Renee Limoge (907) 269-0164

First Meeting of Alaska Information
Infrastructure Task Force

(ANCHORAGE) - The Alaska Information Infrastructure Task Force held its organization meeting
earlier today. The Task Force, made up of members of the community and government were appointed
by presiding officers Senator Gene Therriault (R-North Pole) and Representative Pete Kott (R-Eagle

River).
“Alaska is perfectly positioned to be an important part of the global economic future. It is vital to our

state that we all have access to health care, education, government services, homeland security and
yeconomic development through the use of broadband telecommunications services,” said Speaker Kott.

Created by HCR 32 during the 234 Legislature, the Task Force will review and analyzecurrent
infrastructure, conduct an analysis of long-term needs, define the state’s role, actas advocates to

industry and government, and develop a long-term strategic plan for all Alaskans.

Dr. H.A. “Red" Boucher and Commissioner Craig Campbell were selected by fellow members of the
Task Force to serve as Co-Chairs.

“This is not a widget committee, but a long-range Alaska policy initiative,” said Dr. Boucher

Representative Reggie Joule (D-Kotzebue) said, “It is important that we empower people through
information management, as opposed to enabling them, and allow them to ei..brace change, not fear it.”
He went on to say, "There are great possibilities but without a plan there are many missed

opportunities.”

The next meeting of (he Task Force will take place on December 3, 2004 at 10:00 A.M. at the
Anchorage | -gislative Information Office. The public is encouraged to attend.
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House Concsirrcnt Resolution 6

In 2003 the Alaska State Legislature passed HCR 32 in order to establish the
information Infrastructure Policy Task Force. HCR 6 extends that task force. The task
force is charged with consideration of Alaska's role and interest in long-term information
infrastructure development in order to provide all Alaska communities improved
telecommunications, health care, and education, homeland security, economic

development opportunities, and access to government via broadband connectivity.

The Task Force will also investigate and recommend access to fiber optic connectivity
to help bridge the divide that separates rural Alaska from the benefits of technological
advances realized in urban areas. It will look at successful public-private partnerships to
facilitate information infrastructure development. The Task Force will develop a
comprehensive package with recommendations including legislation, if necessary, to

meet the needs of Alaska.

Unfortunately, time expired last session on HCR 6 and it took the Task Force with it.

The Senate amended version of House Concurrent Resolution 6 reestablishes the Task
Force and sets a new date that the Alaska Information Infrastructure Policy Task Force
reports its findings and submits any draft legislation to the legislature, and terminates by

the first day of the Second Regular Session of the Twenty-Fifth Alaska State

Legislature

We respectfully request favorable consideration and support for HCR 6.
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Joint Partnership of: The Community of Aniak, Alaska;

HP Comoputpr Corporation: and AT&T A lascom
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"Now more than ever before
SECURITY of Alaska’s Information

People tend to think that someone else Is taking
care

role as policy makers
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*The one thing we would recommend, particular!) due to recent

events within the state, is a com prehensive IT Security
Audit/Assessnient done by"a reputable third party. One that
covers People, Processes and Technology. Beyond just a
network scan, but a good look at policies, procedures, security
architecture, incident response and reporting, backup and
contingency plans and procedures, patch procedures', and
importantly, the ability of the people to manage, react to and
get ahead of evber threats. Their ability can be influenced bv

training, certification, rewards and accountability.w

( \'I»cr SecuritylResearch Department
National Security Division
. ldaho National Laboratory









OFFICE OF

Information Technology "o

Sieve Smith Chief Information Technology Officer
910 Vukon Drive, Suite 103 : Fairbanks AK 99775-5320 | Phone 907-150-8383 | Fax 907-450-8375

February 29. 2008

Representative David (Tuttenberg
State Capitol, Room 418
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Guttenberg,

| am in full support of HB 388, creating the Alaska Broadband Task Force. The Alaska
Broadband Task Force will help the state move forward to ensure all citizens have affordable
access to an essential infrastructure for business, health, education, government and economic
development. Many oilier states including Hawaii, California, Kent cky, Missouri, Ohio and
North Carolina, have a broadband task force or initiative under way. There is also similar
interest in broadband deployment at the federal level.

Alaska, so dependent on telecommunications for cve.y aspect of life, needs, above all other
states, to bring focus on this important issue. From a university perspective, we strive every day,
working with carriers and communities, to use telecommunications to deliver higher education to

every citizen of the state regardless of location.

On behalf of the University of Alaska, | support this effort to bring focus to this critical aspect of
life in Alaska and hope you too will support 1B 388.

If you have questions, pLuse feel free to contact me at 907-450-8389 (ste\e.smiths/ alaska.edu).

Sincerely,

Steve Smith
Chief Information Technology Officer
University of Alaska

Ce: Mike Tibbies, Office of the Governor
Pete Kelly, UA State Relations
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February 28, 2008

Rep. David Guttenberg
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: MB 388

Dear Representative Guttenberg,

Thank you for your attention to telecommunications issues in the state and especially for your recent
action to intrc 'uce UB 388 to establish an Alaska Broadband Task Force. As the members of the
Alaska Telephone Association all serve high-cost rural communities and have first-hand experience with
the challenges of delivering broadband, the desire of customers for broadband, and the benefits that
broadband access can bring, we will monitor the progress of this legislation and look forward with

enthusiasm to working with the task force upon its creation.

Sincerely,
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Guttenberg asks for Internet access study
Published Tuesday, February 19, 2008

JUNEAU — Rep. David Guttenberg, D-Fairbanks, is working on a bill that would set up a 13-
member task lorce to study statewide access to broadband Internet service and recommend

ways to get serv ice to more Alaskans.

Guttenberg got involved in the issue before the start of the legislative session when he polled
fairbanks area residents on their level of service and struggled with a slow connection himself

on Murphy Dome Road.

Guttenberg’s bill is modeled after similar legislation passed last year in Hawaii. It would create
a task force appointed by legislative leaders and consisting of state law makers, service
providers and local, state and federal officials.

The task force would be charged with assessing the level of service across the state and setting
agoal for an “acceptable™ level of service. It would submit initial findings and
recommendations by January and a finai report before the end of 2009.

"(1)he deployment ol broadband networking and advanced telecommunications services
throughout the state are essential for the state to keep pace with global changes in economic
diversification, education, health care, energy and environmental technology, and public

safety,” states a draft of the bill.



# High Speed to
the Hinterlands

Getting high-speed Internet to the remaining 6 percent of the
population that lacks it takes a concerted effort.

BY CARRY BOULARD

hen South Dakota Senator Orville
Smidt surveys his state's growing

structure. he's hopeful about the

future. "Wc have more coverage at this point,
particularly in the most remote communities.

SENATOR
ORVILLE SMIDT

SOUTH DAKOTA

than we’ve ever had." he says.

"And the involvement of different institu-
tions here who absolutely have to have high-
speed Internet connections for their work has
made our situation only better," Smidt says

Those institutions include the Homestake
Deep Underground Science and Engineering
Laboratory, a national lab in the state's Black
Hills run by the National Science Foundation,
the EROS Data Center in Sioux Falls, which
produces aerial satellite mapping, and the
Geographical Information Science Center of
Excellence at South Dakota State University
All ol them have a "very significant interest,
emphasis and need for the kind of high-speed
Internet connections that you can get only
with broadband." Smidt says,

LEFT BEHIND
Rural states like South Dakota are limited

by geography Beyond their academic institu-
tions. govemmeni and urban suburban clus-
Amam huge areas untouched by hroad-
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and vast communications infra-

band. Technology experts call this a "digital
opportunity gap" that could potentially limit
future economic opportunities.

“So much of what creates stability and
growth—job creation, health care and educa-
tion access—comes with the availability of
broadband,” says Bill Gilles. director of the
Center to Bridge the Digital Divide at Wash-
ington State University. “Any town or remote
section of n state without it is at a real disad-
vantage." he says.

“Unfortunately, parts of our country are
still being left behind." agrees Rick Cimer
man, vice president for state governmen
affairs at the National Cable & Telecommu
nications Association in Washington, DC
"To make matters worse, many of these area
are the same places that have decreasing pop
utations and industries and are already eco
nomically challenged."

For years, South Dakota’s challenge has
stemmed from being bypassed by a national
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high-speed network with more than a do/en
regional connections across the country. The
stale's inability to connect with the highest-
speed Internet has put millions of dollars in
research funding at risk because universities
and research centers have been unable to pub-
licize their  holarship or share information

“Not b. ,.g connected hurl economic
development in some of our more remote
areas and limited the potential of our univer-
sities to do their work and attract new talent,”
says Smidt

But early in 2007, access to the highest-
speed Internet finally came to South Dakota.
The Great Plains Education Foundation
announced that it was donating more than
S8 million to connect the state's universities
and government to the dedicated 10-gigabyte
fiber optic network. In return, the state will
pay up to S1.7 million a year for operating
Costs.

The effort to put South Dakota on the right
side of the digital divide represents a strug-
gle that continues to exist in other parts of
the country. It has taken nearly 10 years for
broadband to become widely available for
both public and private ase.

Uimerman says it is now available to
about 94 percent of the country. "Service
started out in our urban and suburban areas
and moved into the more rural parts of every
state," he says

THE REMAINING 6 PERCENT
Many telecommunications companies arc

WHO SUBSCRIBES TO BROADBAND?

Education Age



LEGISLATURES WORK ON BROADBAND

e opportunity for states to “receive
T:conomic development bonus point*"
for having statewide broadband access
is "quickly passing," says a report firotn
the Arizona Department of Commerce.
Soon the availability of broadband will be
expected, and “states that have not found
a way to establish it will be penalized as
businesses and technology-dependent
workers of tomorrow choose to locate
elsewhere."

More than 30 states reacted to that kind
of thinking in 2007. Lawmakers intro-
duced legislation to promote broadband
and more are expected to do so this session
as the benefits of broadband become more
widely acknowledged. "Broadband has the
power to create jobs, transform education
and improve the delivery of government
services," says Tennessee Representative
Mark Maddox.

To make sure broadband is available to
everyone, lawmakers are creating incen-
tives for providers through grants, loans
and tax credits, streamlining regulatory
structures and improving access to public

ghts-of-way. To help create demand for
AP > troadband services, legislators are pro-
moting technology literacy among citi-
zens by funding or encouraging distanca
education programs and telemedicine or
health care initiatives. More and more
government and public safety services
are available through high-speed broad-
band networks.

Here arejust a few of the bills enacted in
2007. Arkansas created Connec' Arkansas,
based on the ConncctKentucky model, to
promote the availability and use of broad-
band with the goal of universal service

reluctant to meet the needs of the remaining
percent because the return from subscribers
is 5o low, But some companies say they arc
doing all they can
"We’re not by any means running from
the challenge of deployment.” says Walter
White, the vice-president for state jnd local
governmental affairs with Verizon Commu-
nications. We arc one of the most aggros-
investors of broadband in ihe L.S., and
# ist in the cities, hut in hundreds of rural
communities across ihe country "

by 2012. A key component is a system to
identify unserved and underserved areas.
The approach also includes technology lit-
eracy and education programs so that citi-
zens can take full advantage of broadband
services.

The Hawaii Legislature established a
broadband task force to work on wider
sccess to public rights-of-way and iden-
tify opportunities for increasing broad-
band coverage. The task force will look
into the me of very high-speed broadband
service* and new advanced communications
technologies.

Indiana legislation provides for broad-
band development financing through the
state's Economic Development Corporation.

Utah pasaed legislation establishing a
restricted account within the general fund
to be used for grants to providers taking
broadband service to rural areas.

The Vermont General Assembly cre-
ated m telecommunications authority to
issue bonds to support a statewide broad-
band and wireless infrastructure by 2010.
It also will provide loans, grants and other
financial guarantees, and gather data on
wireless and broadband inf?aatnicture
and services. Vermont will waive the fees
required for access to state-owned trans-
portation rights-of-way for providers.

Washington lawmakers funded a survey
to identify factors preventing the wide-
spread availability and use of broadband
technologies. The survey will collect
and interpret reliable geographic, demo-
graphic, cultural and telecommunications
technology information to identify broad-

band disparities in the state.
—Pam Gretnbtrg, VCSL

Even so, White adds, "There arc limits as
to how much any one company can do We
arc not a full-pockets type of operation "

And even with the help of the private sec-
tor. increased broadband usage may jlso be
limited by demographies A significant per-
centage of Americans over the age of wm) liv-
ing in areas that have broadband availability
continue to prefer dial-up, according to a
report by ihe Pew Internet and American Life

Project.
Broadband users tend to be people who

REPRESENTATIVE
TOM SLOAN

KANSAS

logged onto the Internet early on. and are
“wealthier, better educated and more likely to
be male than dial-up users," the report says,
“The broadband crowd is more suburban and
urban than the dial-up population. The dial-
up population is proportionally more rural."

But Kansas Representative Tom J Sloan
says the argument that a significant percent-
age of rural residents will continue to use
dial-up even if broadband is available misses
the point. “ We know there are people in these
communities who not only would use it, but
need it and are looking to us to help them."

Sloan points to proponents of telemedicine
and telehcalth, distance education and busi-
ness owners as folks who would greatly ben-
efit by having a high-speed Internet connec-
tion. "I know, because many of them have
told me so," he says. "It is our responsibility
to figure out at least a way to make broad-
band available, regardless of whether they all
end up using it or not."

The importance of making broadband
available for everyone can’t be overstated,
Hawaii Senator Carol Fukunuga says, even
though there is not much of a market in

sparsely populated areas.

"Broadband availability is becoming cru-
cial," she says, "especially when it comes to
finding solutions to problems in health care,
education and economic diversification
There is no part of our state that can go for
very long without it ”

STAYING COMPETITIVE

Indeed, states lacking high-speed IT con-
nections are at risk of missing out on the
opportunities of j new and rapidly iliang-
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mg economy Some experts say this new
Aechnology s transforming the country more

‘mRvainatically than Ihe Industrial Resolution

when it caused massive population shifts
from rural to urban areas

"About three-quarters of occupations and
job functions in the United States today arc
information-based jobs." says tiillcs. “They
can, for the most part, be performed any-
where A lot of them, in recent years, have
gone to India, Ireland and Australia We have
been losing jobs in our country because our
economy is still not fully prepared to be com-
petitive in a global world."

That could change. Lillies says Many
American-based companies that have out-
sourced jobs in recent years have begun
to rethink such strategies. "Many of these
companies now believe they could enjoy the
same kind of economic advantages by hav-
ing their work done in rural America instead
of India," says Lillies "1f we don’t have the
broadband infrastructure in place, we could
very well end up missing out on a great eco-
nomic opportunity.”

States are trying to show providers that
there arc customers in the remote areas. They

e been putting more government informa-
@ online, hoping to show that there's inter-
est for it in rural areas

"We have one program up and running with
links to all of our state agencies.” says Sloan
in Kansas. "And another program, just to show
that it can be done, provides high speed IT ser-
vices to our schools, libraries and hospitals.”

Senator Smidt says South Dakota has made
a big effort to wire K-12 schools "We're try-
ing to create a constituency of parents who
can go online and do things like check their
kids’ grades ”

PARTNERSHIPS WITH PROVIDERS
States have also seen success in extending

broadband serv ices by entering into partner-
slvns with the private sector "Those kinds of
partnerships have really shown the greatest
results,” says Omerman He points out that
prov ulers can more accurately pinpoint areas
of a stale that are either unserved or under*
served and that the more >er\tees state and
local governments offer online, the more
interested citizensare in buying broadband
Aoich partnerships can include a wide
AABty of arrangements, particularly at the
lucil level that may include a city owning
a wireless network outright and contracting

IR T M "

out with a private company to provide the
services, or a municipality becoming what
is called an "anchor tenant" through the pur-
chase of a certain amount of services on a
network owned by ap vale company
Berkshire Connect, based in Pittsfield,
Mass . has aggregated demand at the county
level among such big users as schools, hos-
pitals and nonprofit organizations. Doing
so lets n offer wide broadband services at
a lower price in a state where more than
30 towns have no broadband accessibility
at all. The City of Fort Wayne, Indiana,
has established a Wi-FI network through a

NCSL CONNECTING
AMERICA PARTNERS
PROJECT . o

SL's Connecting America Broad-
Nand Policy Issues and Options for

tate Legislatures project, sponsored by
the NCSL Foundation for State Legisla-
tures. has brought broadband issues to
the forefront for state legislators. Infor-
mation from a scries of programs during
2006 and 2007 and current legislation
and state statutes are available at www
ncsl.org programs lis Conneci  rnenca.
htm

The task lorce is chaired by Hawaii
Senator Carol Fukunaga and South
Dakota Senator Orville Smidt. and is
coi  oscd of state legislators, legislative
staff and private sector panncrs

public-private partnership, while the Clah
Telecommunication Open Infrastructure
Agency is a network owned by more than
a dozen cities crisscrossing the state, with
multiple service providers.

One of the most comprehensive programs
is offered by the not-for-profit Connect Ken-
tucky, which has evolved into Ihe national
not-for-profit Connected Nation With more
than s million in both state anJ federal
money and investments from providers in
excess of S'tlt) million. Connect Kentucky
has been able to change the broadband land-
scape in Kentucky in just three years

"When we began, 60 percent of the house-
holds in Kentucky had the ability to sub-
scribe  Today it’s about 5 percent," says
Brian Mefford. executive director of Con*
nectcd Nation "That means about non,unit
new households have been able to subscribe

to broadband who could not before." The
number of people actually using broadband
jumped from 22 percent to 44 percent

Broadband availability and use has enjoy ed
such growth in Kentucky because high-speed
proponents sal down early on with stale and
local officials as well as leaders in education,
health care and business to determine their
needs and the extent of their support.

"We tried to engage everyone who might
be a part of the process, from the legislature
to state agencies, local community leaders
and those companies from the private sector
who have a vested interest in the growth of
technology,” Mefford says.

F.-commumty leadership teams were set up
to ask local government, health care, educa-
tion and business leaders how they would
use such technology, what they already had
and what did they need. By creating a busi-
ness plan for broadband use in the state and
documenting potential subscriber support.
Connect Kentucky was able to lure provid-
ers into the market. It resulted in broadband
getting into small pockets of the state where
it had never existed before.

A similar Connect Nation elTori is under-
way in Tennessee. The blueprint for Connect
Kentucky's success can be used inany state,
Mefford says. "The key is to get as many
people involved as possible”

The approach has won the praise of law-
makers across the country, particularly
Fukanaga in Hawaii "State lawmakers tan
do so much in this area simply by briniging
all of the interested stakeholders together and
establishing working groups to examine how
best to get from point A to point B," she says.

"Our challenges in Hawaii are particularly
great, not just because we are a small remote
state, but also because wc have multiple
islands,” Fukanaga says "Even so, a lot of
us have woken up to the idea that we don’t
have to wait around for the feds to get this
started for us We can greatly increase broad-
band availability and use. and in the process
enhance education, health care and educa-
tional opportunities for our people. And we
can do it nearly entirely at the stale level " “

O'EHQJTour online (J & A with Brian
Xtcfford. prcMdcnl and I'Fu of Connected
Nation, who has emerged as a prominent
advocate of public and pnv e partnerships
Voti'll also find a list of stale task forces
established lo deal with broadband issues and
links lo their sites land ihe link at ww w ncsl

org maga/mc
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Communications Technology Management Program
School of Business and Management

University of San Francisco

2130 Fulton Street

San Francisco, CA 94117, USA

Telephone: 415-422-2504 Fax: 415-422-2502

E-mail: telccom@usfca.edu

Representative David Guttenberg
State Capitol, Room 4!8
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Guttenberg:

lam writing to support HB 388 to establish an Alaska Broadband Task Force.

| have been involved in telecommunications planning and policy for Alaska since the 1970s,
when 1 worked on the evaluation of the early NASA satellite projects for telemedicine and
distance education, and then with the Governor’s Office of Telecommunications on planning for
the operational satellite system for 200 villages that was the forerunner of the present satellite

network.

I'have also done research on telecommunications for rural development in many parts of the
world, and frequently cite Alaska’s experience with communications for isolated communities as
an example of combining private sector initiative and public sector funding such as for the E-
Rate and other universal service support. 1am also a participant in the Arctic Council’s
Information and Communications Technologies Assessment where Alaska’s experience with
telecommunications is an important example for other Arctic regions.

| recently participated in the Alaska Telecommunications Workshop held in Anchorage on
February 15, 2008, where the necessity of planning for future broadband expansion and
utilization in Alaska was discussed. As you know, many other states are conducting similar
studies and initiatives. | have been involved with California’s Broadband Task Force, and
recently participated in planning a similar initiative called Digital Ontario for the Canadian

province of Ontario.

Iwish you every success, and would be pleased to contribute to Alaska’s Broadband Task Force
activities.

Yours sincerely,

Heather E. Hudson, Ph.D., J.D.
Professor, Communications Technology Management and Policy


mailto:telccom@usfca.edu
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Jeff Stepp

From: Madison, Rebecca A [rebeccam@akrivertracks.com]
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2008 3:31 PM

To: Jeff Stepp

Subject: Support for House B,.i 388

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Red

Dear Representative Guttenberg, Representative Kerttula, and Representative LeDoux,
I am writing this leLer to support House Bill 388 in its effort to establish the Alaska Broadband Task Force.

Many rural areas of Alaska are in the unique position of relying on satellite connectivity for internet access. This
costly infrastructure disenfranchises Alaska's rural residents. The cost of broadband internet to the home is so
high that many are left to rely on access through the schools or library. Thus, the many business opportunities
available via the internet are not available to rural residents. And, the high cost of internet and other
telecommunications services to health care providers means that necessary continuing education and disease
management digital materials are not currently available in critical care areas.

As the Director of Alaska ChartLink, Isee first hand the disparities which exist within the state. We are building an
Alaska eHealth Network connecting rural health care providers and existing urban health care networks in order
to facilitate electronic health information exchange, expand telehealth capacity and enhance emergency response
capabilities. As part of our project, we received $10.5 million dollars from the Federal Communications
Commission to connect the rural providers and clinics to the urban hospitals and payers for the purpose of
expediting health information exchange and expanding telemedicine services. This project requires matching
state and private dollars to succeed In order to provide the best and most cost effective network for Alaska's
healthcare community we need a coordinated approach to identifying and implementing telecommunications

services.

An Alaska Broadband Task Force would greatly benefit Alaskans by providing a mechanicm for coordinating
projects such as ours. When infrastructure dollars are competitively applied for and awarded, these dollars should
be implemented in a coordinated fashion that provides the best solution for Alaska’s citizens. The Alaska

Broadband Task Force could act as that coordinating body by helping to identify barriers to broadband access,
recommending options for removing barriers and identifying advanced telecommunications solutions that work.

This coordination would provide our project, the Alaska eHealth Network with valuable insight into how our funds
could be deployed and would benefit the citizens of Alaska by providing a cost, effective statewide health care
network We feel a deep commitment to improving the health and welfare of the citizens of Alaska while creating
efficiencies in the health care system by working cooperatively with others throughout the state. This bill is an
example of how Alaskans can work together to improve our way of life.

I support this bill and strongly urge the Legislature to act quickly to implement this Task Force. Isee this as a

next logical step toward improving access to broadband throughout Alaska.

Please give a positive consideration to Hose Bill 388 to improve the telecommunications infrastructure statewide

Sincerely,
Rebecca Madison, Director

Alaska ChartLink
Ph. (907)457-1581

3/11/2008
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March 10, 2008

Dear Representative Guttenberg, Representative Kerttula, and Representative LeDoux,

| am writing this letter to support House Bill 388 in its effort to establish the Alaska Broadband Tas'":
Force.

Many rural areas of Alaska are in the unique position of relying on satellite connectivity for internet
access. This costly infrastructure disenfranchises Alaska’s rural residents. The cost of broadband internet
to the home is so high that many are left to rely on access through the schools or library. Thus, the many
business opportunities available via the internet arc not available to rural residents. And, the high cost of
internet and other telecommunications services to health care providers means that necessary continuing
education and disease management digital materials are not currently available in critical care areas.

As the Director of Alaska ChartLink, Isee first hand the disparities which exist within the state. We are
building an Alaska eHealth Network connecting rural health care providers and existing urban health care
networks in order to facilitate electronic health information exchange, expand telehealth capacity and
enhance emergency response capabilities. As part of our project, we received $10.5 million dollars from
the Federal Communications Commission to connect the rural providers and clinics to the urban hospitals
and payers lor the purpose of expediting health information exchange and expanding telemedicine
services. This project requires matching state and private dollars to succeed. In order to provide the best
anil most cost effective network for Alaska’s healthcare community, we need a coordinated approach to

identifying and implementing telecommunications services.

An Alaska Broadband Task Force would greatly benefit Alaskans by providing a mechanism for
coordinating projects such as ours. When infrastructure dollars are competitively applied for and awarded,
these dollars should be implemented in a coordinated fashion that provides the best solution foi Alaska’s
citizens. The Alaska Broadband Task Force could act as that coordinating body by helping to identify
barriers to broadband access, recommending options for removing barriers and identifying advanced

telecommunications solutions that work.

This coordination would provide our project, the Alaska eHealth Network with valuable insight into how
our funds could be deployed and would benefit the citizens of Alaska by providing a cost, effective
statewide health care network. We feel a deep commitment to improving the health and welfare of the
citizens of Alaska while creating efficiencies in the health care system by working cooperatively with
others throughout the state. This bill is an example of how Alaskans can work together to improve our

way of life.

| support this bill and strongly urge the Legislature to act quickly to implement tl  Task Force. Isee this
as a next logical step toward improving access to broadband throughout Alaska.

Please give a positive consideration to Hose Bill 388 to improve the telecommunications infrastructure
statewide.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Madison, Director

Alaska ChartLink
Ph: (907)457-1581
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Alaska Distance Education Consortium

Representative David Guttenberg March 11,2008
State Capitol, Room 418
Juneau, AK 99801

OH tlriffli

Dear Representative Guttenberg,

As Executive Director of the Alaska Distance Education Consortium lam

. if vvriimg in support of 11B388, which would create an Alaska Broadband Task
Force. Almost exactly one hundred years after the original Alaska gold rush of
1898 - which first put Alaska on the national and world maps as a part of t..e
United States - the race for broadband connectivity began. After an auspicious
start in the late nineties when the Internet came North and Alaska was the
state with the highest Internet penetration in the nation in terms of dial-up
connectivity, Alaska has dropped out of the race for bandwidth due to its a
lack of organization, unity and carry-through on how to meet the broadband

challenge in its villages.

Despite several efforts by Senator Stevens to forge a consensus among state
telecom players and enable fiscal support in a coordinated statewide approach
(as op, sed to existing piecemeal projects), unity has never been achieved on
this issue because there has always an odd-man out. It is past time for the
State Legislature to step in and help forge a statewide consensus by
authorizing a Broadband Task Force to address these issues.

Any consideration of broadband deployment strategies for rural Alaska might
best begin with a series of questions which provide, even if they cannot be
answered, a suitable framework for discussion:

s By the time all rural communities get residential access to
current DSL and wireless connectivity, with high-speed rates
ofa few hundred kilobits in at least one direction, won’t
these speeds be viewed as the equivalent of today’s v.56 dial-
up modem?

s From a purely technical standpoint, if there arc successive
waves of broadband technologies with increased transfer
rates in the coming years, how many of these will even be
susceptible to deployment in rural Alaska?

J Among those technologies which do prove technically
suitable, at what rate will they be deployed - in five and ten
year cycles after their adoption in urban areas? What will this

181b Bragaw Street ¢ w202 -+ Anchorage. AK 99508 < phone 907786.1,189 ¢ fax 907.786.1121 ¢ akdcc.org
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Alaska Distance Education Consortium

mean in terms of rural economic development, i.e.,
jobs, in village Alaska?

S Finally, is there any way for rural Alaska to break free
of this lag-time cycle and get ahead of the curve?
Need rural Alaskans always be behind in the
broadband connectivity race?

Page 2

There is no finish line in th<’ race for broadband. Since no one currently knows
the best uses of greater and more affordable bandwidth, there is not even a
shared conception of “excess” bandwidth. One consequence of the lack of
any broadband “finish line” is that the problem of rural connectivity will not
be resolved even when a certain “bit” rate is achieved, any more than the
demand for greater bandwidth in urban areas will be satisfied at some future
time when new applications are no longer created. Instead, humans will
always find inventive ways to “w'aste” bandwidth far in excess of what
government bureaucrats have defined as appropriate minimal entitlements.

The rural bandwidth problem is really one of comparable bandwidth and
pricing actual bandwidth and cost only serve as points of comparison, i.e., a
way of measuring the widening and narrowing of an ever-present digital
divide. The pertinent question remains and requires an answer: can rural
Alaskans effectively con. etcfor businesses antijobs if they are always behind
in the bandwidth race or paying substantially morefor bandwidth?

An Alaska Broadband Task Force can: (1) provide the necessary research to
answer these questions; (2) educate the public on these issues; and (3) guide
the Legislature in making intelligent decisions on how the State can accelerate
broadband deployment, particularly to rural areas, and thereby increase
Alaska’ global economic competitiveness.

[1B388 is a very timely initiative and deserves bi-partisan support. Please feel
free to contact me if I can assist you in seeing that an Alaska Broadband task

Force becomes a reality.
Sincerely,
Rich Greenfield

Lxecutive Director
Alaska Distance Education Consortium

(tel. 907-269-4611)
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United States Senator Ted Stevens :: Newsroom Page I of 1

Newsroom
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 17, 2006

Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 224-1028
Steve Vackowski (202) 224-5122

Commerce Committee Chairman Stevens Introduces American Broadband for
Communities Act

For Immediate Release

February 17, 2006
Contacts: Aaron Saunders w/Stevens (202) 224-3991

Melanie Alvord w/Stevens (202) 224-8456

Commerce Committee Chairman Stevens Introduces
American Broadband for Communities Act

WASHINGTON DC - Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) today introduced the American
Broadband for Communities Act of 2006. The Act frees up spectrum not being used by broadcasters for unlicensed
wireless devices which would provide communities with wireless broadband and home networking services.

Broadcasters aie allocated hundreds of megahertz (MHz) of spectrum to provide television service a ss the

country. But in any one market some of the spectrum goes unused. Some studies have indicated that there is more
in Anchorage, Alaska, and Honolulu, Hawaii, that could be used by unlicensed devices

than 150 MHz of spectrum
for wireless services. Even in large cities like Boston and Chicago it is estimated that nearly 50 MHz of spectrum

goes unused.

The bill would allow manufacturers to design unlicensed devices to be operated in the broadcast spectrum not
>emg used by broadcasters. These unlicensed devices would make it easier for companies to offer broadband
services to consumers. The devices would be designed to sense their environment and identify what spectrum is in

use and would only use portions of the broadcast spectrum not being used by broadcasters.

"Allowing unlicensed operations in the broadcast band could play a significant role in bringing wireless broadband

and home networking to more of our citizens by lowering costs, particularly in Alaska where connectivity is so

important due to our remoteness,'lsaid Stevens.

The American Broadband for Communities Ac' also directs the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) craft

technical requirements for unlicensed devices in the broadcast band that would protect broadcast stations, a

proceeding it has already initiated. In addition, the legislation urges the FCC to further establish an interference

complaint resolution process for broadcasters.

"I believe that the requirements in the bill will give the broadcasters additional protection while allowing more

efficient use of the valuable bioadcast spectrum, which is an invaluable public resource," said Stevens.

rm

You will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or
watch the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio and video

(lies Download Real One Player
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U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON

Commerce, Science, and Transportation

1) s TEVENS. Vice Ch

D AMI.I INOIl.'Yb. Chairman

For Immediate Release
May 23rd, 2007

STEVENS CALLS FOR INTERNET TAX MORATORIUM TO BE EXTENDED

aaaaaa

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), Vice Chairman of the Senate Commerce

Science, and Transportation Committee, today called for t

he Internet Tax Moratorium to be extended

during the Commerce Committee hearing entitled "Communications, Taxation and Federalism." The
Internet Tax Freedom Act was first passed by Congress In 1998. The law prevents states and localities
from taxing Internet access. Without Con%ressmnal action, the moratorium on state jnd local taxes

will expire ‘on November 1, 2007, at whic
consumer's access lo the Internet.

Below are Senator Stevens' comments:

time states and localities would be able to start taxing

"Thanks to the Internet, more goods and services are sold in Alaska every day, and Alaskans

are able to market their goods to customers in the lower 48. This is

eneficial for small

businesses. Access to the Internet has provided Alaskans with a means to get lower rates
for hotel and air travel when they are plannln? trips outside the state. Additionally,

broadband access has eliminated distance barriers for education and medicine.

"To ensure those benefits continue to reach ‘js mcny Americans as P
should reduce any obstacles to Internet access. One vay to do that is

ossible, Congress
0 prevent federal,

state and local taxes that drive UB costs for Internet access. During the period of the

imposition of the moratorium in 1 ) _
growth and innovation in broadband deployment and | hope this continues.

98 and now, there has been tremendous investment,

"I am pleased to see that this issue has bipartisan support in both the House and the
Senate. | look forward to the testlmong toray and working with my colleagues to extend
e

the moratorium which expires in November of this year."

littp://commcrce.senate.gov/pubiic/mdex.c('ni?Fu.seAction-PressRelcases.Print&PressRelc..

3/14/2008
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Contacts: Aaron Saunders (202) 224-1028
Steve Wackowski (202) 224-5122

Senator Stevens Co-sponsors Bill to Expand Internet Access

U-tji',lotiuii Wo id Encourage Cities and Tov<ns to Oner moio Affordable Broadband Services

WASHINGTON, D.C.  Senator Ted Stevens (R-Ataska) today co-sponsored legislation to increase access to
affordable broadband services for cities and towns across America. The Community Broadband Act of 2007 would
allow municipalities to help fill existing voids in broadband access and enhance public safety by expanding high-

speed internet services available to their residents.

“Access to high-speed internet services can provide people in underserved areas with essential educational and
economic opportunities,” said Senator Stevens. "“In communities throughout Alaska, the internet has become a
lifeline for businesses, schools, and individuals. By encouraging public-private partnerships, this bill would make it
easier for communities to offer affordable broadband access to their residents.”

The Community Broadband Act of 2007 would specifically:
set forth that no state regulation or requirement shall prevent a public provider from offering broadband

services;

prohibit a municipality from discriminating against competing private providers;

require a municipality offering high-speed internet services to comply with federal telecommunications law

or regulation that applies to all such providers; and

ﬂ:ovidgl_the public with notice and an opportunity to be heard before a municipality provides broadband to
e public.

Senator Stevens included similar broadband provisions as part of a comprehensive communications reform bill that
was approved by the Senate Commerce Committee during the last Congress.

10 You wil*ncc?d 10 have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or
watch the clips above. Real One Player is bee software that lets you play audio and video

i am ii
files. Download Real One Player
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Sen. Stevens Champions Funding for Enhanced Communications

WASHINGTON, D.C. «Congress today passed the Omnibus Appropriations bill including funding for a number of
programs supported by Senator Stevens (R-Alaska) to protect and enhance access to advanced communications

technology in the most remote areas of Alaska.

Under the Department of Agriculture, $13.5 million" is appropriated for a grant program to finance broadband
transmission in rural areas eligible to benefit from federal distance learning and telemedicine programs.

"Alaska's future lies in connecting our communities to the global economy," said Senator Stevens. "I believe we
must take every step to ensure funding for the technologies that will allow this - technologies commonly available

in the Lower 48, but often still scarce in Alaska."

To help with the digital conversion championed by Senator Stevens, $5 million" dollars will be made available as
giants for the conversion of rural transponders and translators from analog to digital.

Following the events of September 11, 2001, and Hurricane Katrina, Senatoi Stevens has continued his push to
fund first responders with the equipment they need. Through the Department of Homeland Security, $50 million is
made available through grants to enhance interoperability between emergency communication systems, of which

Alaska will r eive a portion.

Additionally, Stevens-sponsored language in the bill protects some of the most important programs to

communications in Alaska.
Wireless Internet Access at Native-serving Schools — This pilot program would support investment in
wireless technologies at institutions serving minority students nationwide. Initially, this will include at least

one Alaska Native-serving school.

Antideficiency Act (ADA) Exemption - This provision extends the exemption for the Universal Service Fund
program from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Antideficiency Act (ADA). This exemption
allows the program to continue funding programs at schools and libraries without running afoul of accounting

rules found in the ADA through December 31, 2008.

Primary Line Restriction Prevention The provision prohibits the FCC from enacting certain
recommendations made by a the Joint Board, a group of FCC and State Utility Commissioners, that would
limit the support of the universal service fund to just one line per business. This would prove particularly
harmful to small businesses which need a second line for business purposes.

Nationally, Senator Stevens ensured the continuation and enhancement of regulations regarding telemarketing.
$23 million is allocate® toward the Do-Not-Call program and the implementation of the Telemarketing Sales Rule.

" Fuding lewels for te Departiment of Agriauiture contairned in the Omibus Appropriaions Act are sLgject toa
0.7 pervent reduction as part of a bipartisan corpraomise reeded topess ttre ALl All speding figaees in this

press releese due ot reflect these redLcias

|(T)K |p  Youwill need to have Real One Ptayei installed on your computer to be able to listen or
Avim watch the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio arid video

files. Download Real One Player
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Senator Stevens Champions Alaska Programs in Senate-Passed Farm Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. The United States Senate today passed the Farm Bill (S. 2419) by a vote of 79 to 14. Included
In the legislation are several Senator Stevens sponsored provisions which authorize funding for many important

programs to Alaska's agriculture industry, educational system, and Native and rural communities.

"While Alaska is not traditionally thought of as a major agriculture state, the Farm Bill passed today has significant
benefits for our State," said Senator Stevens. "l am pleased that the Senate has recognized the unique challenges

our farmers and rural residents face.”

Alaska won a major victory in the Farm Bill when the Senate adopted Senator Stevens' amendment to extend the
Farm Service Agency's (FSAi Farm Operating Loan program to commercial fishermen. Fishermen will be able to
access loans foi basic operating costs, including boats, and nets.

"Many of our commercial fishermen need access to these loan programs,” said Senator Stevens. "Fishermen new to
the industry have found it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to obtain credit from commercial lende's for
startup costs. As for traditional farmers, equipment necessary to begin a fishing business, such as boats and nets,

are very expensive."

Extending eligibility of the FSA program to commercial fishermen would put them on a level playing field with fish
farmers, whose product they compete with directly.

“Commercial fishermen make an important contribution to our food supply and economy. Their products fish and
shellfish have been defined as agricultural products,” said Senator Stevens. "The chief competitors of
commercial fishermen are already eligible for financial assistance from the FSA. This legislation will ensure our
commercial fishermen have the tools they need to succeed and it will do so at no extra cost to taxpayers."

Senator Stevens also joined Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) in securing a provision to allow Exxon-Valdez oil spill
plaintiffs to average any settlement or judgment-related income they receive in connection with the Exxon Valdez
Qil Spilt litigation over three years for federal tax purposes and contribute up to 5100,000 to personal retirement
plans. The amendment would provide tax relief to all of the individual plaintiffs in the oil spill settlement. 80

percent of whom are commercial fisherman.

"Although the Exxon Valdez oil spill occurred more than 18 years ago, many people in our State are still dealing
with personal losses suffered during that disaster,” said Senator Stevens. "Alaskans whose livelihoods were
adversely impacted by the spill have not been able to plan adequately for retirement. lapplaud Senator
Murkowski for her leadership and persistence on this issue. This is a big win for Alaskans."

Along with Senator Daniel Inouye (D-Hawan), Senator Stevens championed two amendments to address the unique
challenges of being a farmer or rancher in Alaska. One amendment authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to
provide reimbursement payments, up to $15 million, to geographically disadvantaged farmers for costs associated
with the transportation of agricultural commodities over a distance of more than 30 miles.

Asecond amendment adds the University of Alaska to the Agricultural Development in the American Pacific
program  This ptugram provides a mechanism for the Pacific land grant institutions tu collaborate on programs
related to food and agriculture production and delivery systems. It also authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to
make grants to the "consortium™ of eligible institutions to carry out resea”h, extension, and instruction programs.

In addition, there arc several more programs related to Alaska contained in the Senate-passed bill:

AK Native/Native Hawaiian Serving Institutions The bill reauthorizes the Alaska Native/Native Hawaiian

serving institutions program through 2013. The purpose of this program Is to help attract, retain, and
graduate Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian students to enhance the nation’s food and agricultural scientific

Imp: steveiis.seinile.gov, public index,efiii?FuseAelioii NewsRuom.PressRelcases&Conte... 3/14/2008
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and professional workforce.

Rural Alaska Village Grant Program: The bill reauthorizes this program through 2013. Under this program,
the Secretary of Agriculture may make grants of up rO S30 million a year to the State of Alaska for the
development and construction of water and wastewater systems to improve heath and sanitation conditions
in rural or Native villages. The State is required to provide 25 percent in matching funds.

Denali Commission: The bill authorizes the Denali Commission to receive funds to address deficiencies in
solid waste disposal sites in rura' 1'aska.

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service: This provision will make permanent the exemption for U.S.-
based commercial trucks transiting through Canada between Alaska and the Lower 48 from Animal and Plant

Health Inspection Service Agricultural Quarantine Inspection fees.

This Stevens provision will create a grant program to assist rural America with

Digita. Television Transition:
Additional education and outreach is needed to ensure that Alaska's remote

the digital television transition.
villages are prepared for this transition and don’t lose television service.

Broadband in Rural Alaska: This Stevens initiative clarifies that Alaska can use certain grant funds to deploy
broadband service even if a village or community currently has dial-up Internet access. Removal of the dial-
up restriction will allow for more of Alaska's communities and villages to get robust broadband service and

better access to the Internet.

Alaska also stands lo benefit from a variety of national programs contained in the bill, including the expansion of
nutrition programs, such as the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program to promote child health and nutrition, the Food
Stamp Program, the Emergency Food Assistance Program. The bill also expands support for agricultural
conservation programs, and increased funding to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crop producers.

ITINIO  Tou will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or
v, INO  watch the clips above. Real One Player is free softv/are that lets you play audio and video

files. Download Real One Player
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Senator Stevens Pushes for Deployment of Broadband in Alaska

Asks FCC to Look Into Calling Card Practices

WASHINGTON. D.C. Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Vice Chairman Ted Stevens (R-
Alaska) today called for increased deployment of broadband service to rural America during the Committee's
oversight hearing of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Senator Stevens also urged FCC Chairman

Kevin Martin to look into calling card practices that discriminate against Alaska.

Following is an excerpt of Senator Stevens’ opening statement:

"Deployment of broadband is an important priority. The Commission has indicated that steps to provide a more
accurate picture of the marketplace will be taken, and it is my hope that these actions will be taken soon.
Universal service is the most important element for the communications infrastructure our country needs in rural
areas. lwas glad to see that the joint board has outlined proposals for comprehensive reform. While Alaska is
unique, it is not alone in needing universal service programs to deliver the benefits of broadband, telemedicine
and distance learning. Universal service has a central role to play in the continued development of this country's

resources in rural America and any reform efforts should reflect this important role.”

During the question-and-answer portion of the hearing, Senator Stevens asked the FCC to look into calling card
practices. At least one major carrier may discontinue service or charge a different rate for its calling cards in

Alaska.

Sen. Stevens: We understand that we have a threat about discontinuing some of the national calling cards i oui
state. Nov/, Ithought we worked it out so that we have a concept that the same rates would apply everywhere.
Are you going to permit calling cards to be available only in 49 states?

Chairman Martin: No. and I think you're absolutely right. Rate integration requirements in the law say that they
have to be providing that to all 50 states.

Sen. Stevens: That's what really started the whole thing back when Sen. Inouye and Ico-sponsored that resolution
about Universal Service, making certain we had ubiquitous service all over the country available to everyone, no
matter where they were in terms of communication. Now, calling cards are a part of that. 1hope you will stick to
that and tell the companies if they issue those catling cards, they must issue them in all 50 states. And | would

hope you would take action against anyone who doesn’t.
chairman Martin: Yes sir. We’ll follow up with that because they are required to do that everywhere.

-me You will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or
watch the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio and video

FLavil files. Download Real One Player
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Stevens Praises FCC Program to Improve Telemedicine in Alaska

Hew Federal Pilot Program Will Hr-lp Fond Broadband Health Care Networks

WASHINGTON, D.C. Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), Vice Chairman of the Senate Commerce, Science, and
Transportation Committee, today praised a new pilot program implemented by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) to improve telemedicine in Alaska and across the nation. The new initiative would support the
creation of a nationwide interoperable health information technology infrastructure to improve the quality of
health care. Participants in the pilot program are eligible for universal service funding to support up to 85 percent
of the costs associated with the design, engineerin% and construction of their broadband health care networks.
Pursuant to the FCC order, the Alaska Native Health Consortium wilt receive up to $10.4 million in funding

assistance to improve telemedicine in rural Alaska.
"Access to affordable and dependable health care is vitalto the residents of rural Alaska, and this pilot program is

a great start," said Senator Stevens. "Broadband health networks in Alaska and other parts of rural America will
mean that millions of Americans will be able to access the best health care in the world, no matter where they

live."

The Rural Health Care Pilot Program (RHCPP) implemented by the FCC will provide more than $417 million in
funding lor the construction of 69 statewide or regional broadband telehealth networks in 42 states and three U.S.

territories. More than 6,000 public and non-Frofit health care providers nationwide are ¢ lected to be connected
to broadband telehealth networks. The health care facilities participating in the progra include: hospitals,
clinics, universities, research centers, behavioral health sites, correctional facility clinics, and community health

centers.

For a complete list of other states participating in the new program, please go to:
http:'/www.fcc.gov/tgb/rural/rhcp.htmi.

Ii'jkjp You will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or
watch the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio and video

Mtn files. Download Real One Player
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Senator Stevens Introduces Legislation to Protect Rural Telephone Service

WASHINGTON, D.C. Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), Vice Chairman of the Senate Commerce, Science and
Transportation Committee, today introduced the Universal Service for Americans (USA) Act. The bill (S. 101) will
update the nation's universal service laws. The measure will ensure that all communications technologies are
incorporated into our nation’s universal service program and that rural America is not left behind in the

communications revolution.

"Through the years, our nation's universal service program has ensured that rural Americans, including residents of
Alaska, have access to basic telephone and cell phone service," said said Senator Stevens. "The universal service

program is essential to bringing broadband, distance learning, and telemedicine to rural Alaska, as well as the rest
of our nation. The bill will ensure that schools, libraries and health clinics in rural Alaska and the rest of the nation

continue to receive universal service funds on a timely basis.”

This legislation expands the list of communications providers that will contribute to the fund. Under current law,

long-distance companies pay the bulk of the cost. Inaddition to updating universal service, the bill includes
measures to ensure the long-term integrity of the program with improved auditing requirements. The legislation

mirrors Title Il of the bipartisan Senate Communications bill that passed the Committee last summer.

You will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or
watch the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio and video
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Senate Commerce Committee Approves Communications Reform Bill

WASHINGTON, DC The Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee today approved the Advanced
Telecommunications and Opportunity Reform Act (H.R. 5252) by a vote of 15 to 7. The legislation, which Chairman
Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) introduced in May, is the culmination of 26 hearings, six listening sessions, and bipartisan
collaboration between the memt vs of the committee. The bill includes several provisions that will directly

benefit Alaska.

"I am pleased at the overwhelmin’ support this legislation has received," said Stevens after the committee's vote.
“Today, our committee approved a very meaningful bill. It really brings together alt forms of communication under
the concept of freedom in the interest of the consumer, and its impact in rural areas will be substantial."

Several provisions included in H.R. 5252 will improve the communications services available in Alaska. The Act
reforms the Universal Service Fund (USF), a federal program originally created to offset the cost of building and
operating telecommunications networks in rural areas of the United States. It expands the base of USF contributors
and creates an annual S500 million fund to address communications needs in rural areas. These funds will be used
to deploy broadband to areas that currently do not have service, including rural areas in Alaska.

H.R. 5252 also allows small rural telecommunications carriers to offer video services and, where feasible,
increases the availability of satellite services. Inaddition, the legislation encourages the expansion of wireless

broadband and home networkinp services by freeing up unused broadcast spectrum.

The Advanced Telecommunications and Opportunity Reform Act, which was previously introduced as the
Communications, Consumers' Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006 (S. 2686), reforms existing
communications taws. Its provisions promote competition, cost savings for consumers, and the speedy deployment
of broadband services to all Americans. The Act will now be sent to the full Senate for consideration.

For more information about this bill and today’s mark-up, please visit commerce.senate.gov.

You will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or
watch the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio and video
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Stevens Praises Advancements Made Possible by ths. Universal Service Fund

WASHINGTON, DC - Today, during a Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee hearing, Chairman
Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) praised the progress that has been made since the inception of the Universal Service Fund
(USF). Today’s hearing was the first of three that will be convened by the Committee to review the
Communications, Consumers’ Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006 (S. 2686), legislation that Stevens

unveiled earlier this month.

During the hearing, Stevens stressed that the communications services made possible by USF have made Alaska a
safer place to live. He told his colleagues about a man who was snowmachining near Mt. McKinley when he
suddenly dropped into a crevasse, wedging his machine. The man was rescued because he was able to connect to
9-1-1 on his celt phone, emitting a signal that a satellite was able to detect. "The world has changed,” said
Stevens, "and there is a safety factor now in communication that is assured by the Universal Service Fund."

At the end of the hearing, Stevens added, “There must be some mechanism to satisfy the demand of the public;
access to modern communications is now an American right. We intend to see that this bill preserves that right."

The Communications, Consumers' Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006 reforms existing
communications laws. Its provisions promote competition, cost savings for consumers, and the Sf)eedy deployment
of broadband services to all Americans. An integral component of this legislation is the Universal Service Fund, a

federal program designed to offset the cost of building and operating telecommunications networks in rural areas
of the Umted States. The bhill also stipulates that carriers receiving USF support must provide broadband access

within five years of the bill's enactment.

The second hearing on the Communications, Consumers’ Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006 is
scheduled for Thursday, May 25, 2006.

Yr will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to hsten or
wa«.«n the clips above. Real One Player is free software that lets you play audio and video
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Chairman Stevens Introduces Comprehensive Communications Reform Bill

WASHINGTON, DC Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) has introduced S. 2686, the
Communications, Consumers' Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006. The legislation reforms existing
communications laws to promote competition, cost savings for consumers, and the speedy deployment of
broadband services to all Americans. It includes provisions that reform the Universal Service Fund (USF) and will

expand the communications services available in Alaska.

"This measure is a working draft intended to stimulate discussion and is open for comments and suggestions for
change. It attempts to strike a baiance between competing industries, consumer groups, and local government,"
said Stevens. "This bill includes piovisions throughout that will benefit consumers. It encourages competition and
cost savings in the video market. It addresses some critical needs in rural America. And, it encourages deployment

of broadband so that our nation can remain competitive."

S. 2686 contains several provisions that wilt directly affect Alaska. These provisions will reform the Universal
Service Fund, allow small rural telecommunications carriers to offer video services, and increase the availability of
satellite services where feasible. The legislation also encourages the expansion of wireless broadband and home

networking services by freeing up unused broadcast spectrum

Universal Service Reform
The Universal Service Fund is a federal program originally created to offset the cost of building and operating

telecommunications netwoiks in rural areas of the United States. Title Il of S. 2686 requires every

telecommunications, broadband and IP-enabled voice service provider to pay into USF. This provision will expand
the base of contributors and ensure there are sufficient funds available to meet communications demands in rural
areas across the country, including Alaska. This bill also stipulates that carriers receiving USF support must provide

broadband access within five years of the bill's enactment.

The bill also creates an annual fund of 5500 rr ":on to address communications needs in rural areas. These funds
will be used to deploy broadband to areas tha, jrrently do not have service, including rural areas in Alaska.

Streamlining Franchising Process _ _ o _
In many areas in Alaska, communications services are provided by telecommunications carriers, but currently

these carriers must clear many hurdles to gam a local franchise. S. 2686 seeks to streamline this process by
allowing small rural telecommunications carriers to enter the video services market. This step wih increase
competition and expand the services available to consumers at affordable prices.

Video Content

National Satellite
In the past, the programming and choice options that satellite companies have offered in the Lower 48 have not

been available in Alaska or Hawaii. S. 2686 includes a provision that will ensure newly deployed satellites will
provide those programming options in Alaska and Hawaii, if technically feasible

Wireless Innovalion Networks

Unlicensed White Spaces . _ _
In many U.S. markets, a portion of the spectrum allocated to television broadcasters goes unused. This spectrum is

commonly referred to as “unlicensed white space.” S. 2686 includes a provision that will allow unlicensed wireless
devices to use this spectrum 'In Anchorage alone, more than 150 MHz could be re-allocated for the ur-e of these

devices.

The Act also allows manufacturers to develop devices that utilize unlicensed white spaces. These devices will be
certified by the FCC and will only operate on portions of the television spectrum not needed by broadcasters. The
intention of this provision is to help bring wireless broadband and home networking to consumers at a tower cost,
which Is particularly important in remote Alaskan communities. Provisions have been included in the bill to ensure
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that there is no harmful interference with broadcast signals.

S 2686 has been referred to the United States Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation for
consideration. The full text of S. 2686, a summary of its provisions, and 5enator Stevens' May 1, 2006 floor
statement introducing this bill are available at www.stevens.senate.gov.

You will need to have Real One Player installed on your computer to be able to listen or
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21stCentury Learning and
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Competitive N ation

Educating young people to be successful in the 21t century isno
sl task, but the consequences of failing to do soare enormous.
Qurrent data showthat high schodl graduates injobs requiring the
highest degree of innovaiive thinking eam nore than 50 percent
nore than those in jobs requiring the least innovation. For college
graduates, the difference is 135 percent.

Aparald trend shorn that our netion's current practice of
outsouraing jobs to countries such as Chinaand India mekes it

more difficult for unskilled American workers to eam middle-dlass
incomes. Asanation, we can meet the challenge of job ready skills
or relinguish the advantage to emerging econonies. Thesetrends
mekeit dear that asanation and within the state of Alaska, we must
shift the focus of education lo learning optimized for the 21st
century.

Twenty-first century leaming starts with an understanding of a
new purpose for our schodls and educators. Twenty years ago,
schod was the place where students learned information and skills
in core subject areas such as BEnglish, math, sdenceand history.
Educatars were primarily information experts who passed along
what they had learmed in schod to their students.

Toohy, information is readily available from numerous sources. Witha
conuter, the Intemet and asearch engine, much of the informetion
students iised to spend the entire schod year leaming can be acopired

Gobdl Anareness

&4

its Im portance in a

in afraction of the time or onan asneeded besis. Asaresut, in addition
to being information repositories, schods now need tobe placeswhere
students can acquire knowledge and skills they can useto solve conplex
problens for the rest of their lives. Inaddition to being informetion
exparts, educators now need to be skilled fadlitators and aoedhes.

Fof exanple, studentstoday must mester care subjjedtsand abroed
range of interdisciplinary knonledge areas that education and business
leaders call 214 century skills.' Banrpdesindude gobal anareness,
financial and entreprenewrid literacy, mfoimetion and medialiteracy
amic literacy and health literacy. Sudents also need toaouire slls
suchasinnovation and areativity, aritical thinking and prablem soving,
informetion and media literacy, initiative, adaptability and accountability

Several factors combine to meke 21st century leaming of critical
importance, but chief among them is global interdependence.

Yourg Arrericans coming of age in the eailly 21t century - the 70
million people bom between 1982 and 2000- liveinaworld thet
isargually mote corrplex thenit wesjust afewyearsagp. Ina
remarkably short period of time, theworld and its pegde, econonries
and cuituies have becore inextricably comnected, drivenlargely by the
Intermet, innovations in mobile conouters and devices, and loa-cost
telecommunications techndlogy

lo compete abroad successfully. American companies need a workforce equipped to translate American business models and offe. mr fo
international marketplaces Many of the challenges facing us - geopalitical tensions, climate change and disease pandermics  are gabdl
in nature and scale, and thus demand cross-border perspectives and solutions In such aworld, tangible skills such as proficiency in

multiple languages are obviously critical to success
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Global

Qd Interdependence hes prafound Inplications on all aspedts of
our sodety - fromhowwe think andwork to howwe play and leam.
In business, for example, 9to 5 has been replaced by 24/7, as
technology keeps us"always on™ and our markets and workforces
extend acrass every time zone. Our colleagues are nore diverse,
as the number of women and ethnic minorities are increasing.
And the focus of business ischanging to metch the largest growth
opportunities — those abroad. International commerce now
acoourts for aquarter of the American economyand  fueling a
third of US econarmic growth.

The business casefor global markets iscompelling, and to compete
abroad successfully, American companies need aworkforce
equipped to translate American business models and offerings to
international merketplaces.

Moreover, many of the challenges facing us - geopoalitical tensions,

climate change and disease pandemics - are global in nature and
scale, and thus demand cross-border perspectives and solutions.

Alaska Career Ready

Interdependence

In suchaworld, tangible skills such as proficiency in multipi*
languages are obviously critical to suooess. But language

arejust part "1 the equation. Tobe productive global atizers,
Americans need other skil's that are lesstangible, including greater
sensitivity to cultural differences, gpenness to newand different
ideas, and the ability to adapt to change.

The messive amount of information and opinion available to s
offline aid online can help us meet these and other challenges,
but anash in this sea of information each of us needs the abllity to
sort fact from fiction and evaluate and interpret conflicting idees.
W& asoneed to know he./ to work collaboratively and creatively in
person, by telephone and online to make decisions and take aaion

Making the transition to 21st century leaming reguires rethinking
both what and how we teach in the context of preparing our
students for life and work in this changing world.

Business & Education Speaking the Same Language

The Sate of Alaskais piloting a new assessient and training
program to equip high schod students with founJational skills
needed to supoeed in college or on the job. The Alaska Career Reedy
programisscheduled to expand to all Alaska schods in 2009

The foundational skills assessed by Alaska Career Reedy indude
applied meth, reading for information and locating imormetion.
Bventually, students who are proficient will be anarded a Career
Reediness Cartificate which will provide praspective calleges a
enployerswith another credential indiicating foundational skill levels,
in addition to a high schodl diploma.and SATar ACT soares

The skills needed to enter many vocations are similar to the skills
needed to get into cdllege. By 2010, three-quarters of jobs will require
soe typeof training after high schod,"" says Roger Sanpson, fomer
conmissioner of education who charmpioned the program. Alada
Career Reedy lets students knowwhat level of skill they need for the
oocupations they reinterested in, howwell they metch upin those
skill levels, and it provides training to ready their godl,

Tre pilot program will focus assessmentson 6, 8" and 11
grade students in about six schod districts in 2008 before going
statewide next year, say officials at the Departments of Labor &
Workforce Development and Education & Early Development,
which are coordinating the effort

At the urging of AASBand athers, the state Board of Education
& Early Development decided to test the readiness of schodl

Rnancidl, Economicand Business Literacy

districts to implement the assessmernts and training in 2008 belore
launching the program as a statewide mandate (fficials say 16
states already issue Career Reedy certificates and 18 nmore are mthe

process of implementation

The state already hes contracted with the Worldwide Interactive
Network (WIN) of Kingston, Temnessee, to provide benchmark
assessrerts and curriculum, andwith ACT Inc. ihrough its WorkKeys
program to provide assessirerts for the Gareer readiness Certificate

‘As | talk to husinesses, the biggest thing thet they look for is qualified people Myjob asaleader is totry to look aut into the luture, see what's
necessary, and then equip my peade with whatever it is 1his (1 to 1leaming) proposal is lor every schod, every kid, rich, poor north, south,
eadt, west, rural, and urben A astroke, it would begin the elimination of the division between the technological raves 3itd the have-nats



How Young Alaskans See the

Today'sgeneration of leamersismarkedly different frompreviaus
generatm!” inwhat engegestheir - howthey leem

Today's students Are Diverse

According to US Garaus data, 34 percent of today's students
areminarities and multi-eth~icand nearly half of the nation's
children under the age of five areminarities. Arericans will
beconme even more diverse asimmigration fuels two-thirds
of the national population grasvth between nowand 2080
InMnnesotas public schods, 80 languages are spoken; in
Cdifomia, the number is 300. Hrein Aledkait is 108.

Reflecting the world that surounds them, meny of today's
youth sirply dont understand their parrts'perspectives an
rece, religionand hot-button soad issues. Bhic, cultural and
sodd dversity isjust part of their lives. Thesaneistruefor
having more diversity in their peers abilities and disahlities.
According tothe US Department of Education, the nunber
of K-12studerts enrdlled in progras sening students with
disahilities doubled to 6.2 illion between 1976 .and 2000.

i days Students Thrive ofi Collaboration
With Ihe gabal community mede possible through the Intemet
and participatory web sites, today's students lso expect
odllaboration. "Aglabel youith cuture hes emerged of individuals
who seretagesin music, fashionand lifestyle - and whoalso
think dike” doserved education consitant ThomMarkhem

Theressarcha.w shons that youth in dties asdiverse asNew
Yak Sec''w dGracss have note in cormronwith each ather
theanthe ith peersin their oan countryside. This trend puts
wssuarely anthe peth to greater cdllaborative and synergistic
efforts thet could inprove the quility of life anagiobal levd

iduy  r(ud"M{s AoCommunity Minded
If sudents ir *he 1960sand 1970swere the e’ generation,
dermographics and technology have crested a 21t century
we gereration Where commuinity once wes defined by
geogaphy o perhaps political or religious bliefs, todey's
studerts experience community around awide range of ickes
ardinterests - and aooss continents and autures

Noahere istoday sdefinition of comnunity nore apparent
thanon the Intemet. AsNew\ark limes colunmist David Poge
wrate. In2006, the big Intemet nenswes Web 20, that is
participatory Wb sites, like YauTube MySpece, Wikipedia, Dy
and flide. which relied on meterial supplied by the audience
itself. Ontheseexplosively popular <ites theWehisnot so
nuch apublication asaglobal conversation

Participatory sites provide students with a highly engaging
and effective leaming environment, University of WWisconsin
Medson Rdfessor JRGee assarts et these: afffinity
seces areitical becausethey are sustained by commmon
endeavars that budge differences in age, dass, race, gender
aid educational level, and because people can participate

Qv racy

W orld

in variaus ways according to their skills and interests. They
depend on peer-to-peer teaching with each participant
constantly motivated to acouire new knomedge or refine their
existing skills and allow each participant to feel like an expert
while tapping the expertise of athers.”

Today's Students Embrace Technology

Studerts today havegrown up inaworld where nobile
conputers, cell phones with browsers and other persorel
digital devices are common todls, and instant messaging,
blogs and wikis are common modes of salf-eqaression They
live armediarich, connected and mobile lifestyle, and they
arejust asoften producers of content asthey are consuners.
Soda networks and participatory sites such es My Soeceand
Secord life provide themwith engaging opportunities for
interaction and informal leaming.

Students spend an average of nearly
\.S 65housaday with media.

87 percent of 12to 17 year-
olds - or 21 million young
people-are Intemet users.

Three quarters of today's teens useat
least two digital devices daily.

TodaysSfuJc'Ur-;Dev: null! mluv.tive

Nt surprisingly, students today expect toleaminan
environment that mirrars their lives and their futures - ane
that searmlesdy integrates today's digital todls, accomodates
anohile lifestyle, ard encourages callaboration and teamnork

Tooaften, though, theseare nat the attributes students find a
sdod  Asare Siudert eqressedit: "Gaing tosdhod islike flying
manaipare. | haetotum off mydigital life, srapmysdifin
ardwait until the end of the flight to resune nmy digital fife"

Thedisconnect between astudent's digital life and schod
metters because students leam better when they are engaged
and lesearch about what engages them points to technology.
Nurrerous studies also have shown thet effective integration
of techndlogy into teaching and leaming - technology when
usad to support meaningful leaming activities incontext  can
resutt in higher levels of student achieverrert

Trelink between techndogy, engagenent and achievenert is
espeaally important for our K-12schods because by government
menckte, their missian hes evaved from providing anapportunity
for young pegdle toleam * anreking surethey do. Whenstuderts
nust leam notivating themto leam becorres essertid

today's Students Require Access

1to 1learning prograns, which provide students and teedhers
with round-the-dlock use of a notebook computer eswell as
aooess to educational software and digital authoring todss, can
be critical conponents and are showing compelling evidence
of preparing studerts for the future.

Baysae dstrict adschod hesits own unigue djedives
for their 1to 1progas, but nost foousananeor nore of the
following goels

* Inproving studerts acadaric achieverrent through the
wueof techndlagy;

* Assuing equity in accesstodigital resouroes;

* Promating econarric develgpent by better preparing
studerts for todey' sworkglace; and

« Enhendng teaching to transformthe quiality of instruction

| to | computer acoess changes eveiythmg. But
let me make this crystal dear: this is not about
technology or software, it isabout teaching kids.'1

Aninoressingnumber of schod' nd schod districts aaoss

the country and in Alsslka are experiending the reality of sLch
absenvations after implermenting | to 1leaming prograns
Infact, both quantitative and qualitative resesich showthet
studerts with routine aoess to natebook conuters soarehigher
inwriting assessTerts dermonstrate better analytical slls,
cdlaborate nore, and heve lower absertegismand dropout rates

Where community once was defined by geography or perhaps political or tel gious beliefs, today s student: expeunce community around a wide range of ideas and interests and
across continents arid cultures Nowhere is today s definition of community more apparent than on the internet Participatory sites provide students with a highly engaging and

effective learning environment



How O ther States are Teaching New Skills

Redlity Tafay
Schod districts aooss the country are revising their acaderric
curiculumtogive students more 21st century leaming opportunities,
according toasunvey by the National Schod Boards Assodiation (NSBA),

More than 50 percent of responding schod districts reported that
they have revamped their curricula to include higher math,
sdence, and technology standards; and nearly 50 percent have
indicated they are now using new assessment measures for
21st century learning skills, such as problem solving, teamwork
and critical thinking. Many districts are also reporting that they
are offering more Advanced Placement courses and tests
(nearly 42 percent), and revamping their workforce readiness
programs (35 percent).

W\ beieve this isaaood indication thet schod districts arenmoving
beyond the besic requirerments of NoChild Left Behind and redlly looking
at the advanoad sdlls thet students are going to need to perfomwell in
the warkplaces of the future, "said NSBA Bxeautive Anne L Byart.

Among those districts that are revising their curricula, 85 percent
reported that technology is playing apart in supporting the
changes, especially in the area of using technology toals for project-
besed leaming (83 percent), distance or online learming (nearly 57
percent) and upgrading math and sdence equipment and facilities
(nearly 52 percent) Amajority of districts (nearly 53 percent) sad
that they are using new interactive web tods, such aswikis and
blogs, in the dassroom

Schod districts were evenly split (45 percent) between the two
biggest technology challenges funding and integrating technology
into the dassroom  fhese two challenges have remained consistent
over the four years of the NSBA technology sunvey.

NSBA conducted an e-mail surnvey the week of Octaber 1.2007
of approximetely 1400 registrants of the T+ Corference

and members of NSBAs Technology Leadership Network The
group indudes technology directors and spedalists, teachers,
administrators and schod board merrbers.

Information and Communication

"20th centuryleamingwes largely
spert refining the teachingmodel of
the 1%hcertuy. Ihedesignofsd
neststokegpup with thepece at which
students aregoing. Childreenaredaing
things they coudnever dobefore. Thats
veryedting, but theeducationsystem
hestogotherewiththem

- Rdessr SgdenHamH
WKed cationet hrdlogy corsuitart

Farthefourth straight year, survey respondents said by awide mergin
- @ percent - that tedhndlogy mthe dassroominaresses educational
oppoartunities for students. Andwhen asked howtechnology helped,
nearty % percart said it helps studernts becarme mere engeged inleaming.

Home access to the Internet for low-income students continues
to be a serious issue with nearly 80 percent of respondents saying
itwesaprablemin their districts, which was abot the same reported
aslast year. Districts areinproving Intemet acoess for low income
studerts by providing opportunities in before- orafter schod prograns
(nearty 54 percent), and supporting acsess for students at community
certers o libraries (48 percert).

Thefederal E-Rate program continues lo be important to
schod districts in meeting their technology goals. Nearly 72
percent replied in the NSBAsurvey that E-Rate is somewhat

o very important to their districts. In terms of improving the
program, nearly 76 percent said the application process needs to
be enhanced, 36 percent want additional training and outreach to
applicants, and 3) percent want sanctions for rule violators.

If schod districts were to receive additional technology funding,
nearly 75 percent said they would put it into dassroom instruction and
66 percent said they would useit for staff prafessional development

InMaine, econammic development was the driving force behind the
date's 1to 1leaming program which distributed anotebook computer
to every severthr and eighth grade student and their teachers.

Now; after having natebooks all four years of high schod, 12 grade
students soored higher than 85 percent of their pearsin all five core
subjedts of the last Maine Educational Assessiment: Those students also
=t astate record for the percentage going on to college Inaddition,
attendance imnproved by nearly 8 percert and the number of behavior
|etters sert home decreased by 54 percert, according to a 2004 studyy.

‘ Students are coming into our classrooms today out of an information-rich online experience This changing information landscape
nm s rethinking literacy Students require not only the ability to write, but to communicate compellmgiy to find information,
critically evaluate it, and employ it to express ideas, answer questions, solve problems, and accomplish goals As little as we know
about the future for which we are preparing our students, it is clear that it will be a place governed by information’



"For snlongwe've beenusedtoa

c daconstructthet'scomeoutofan
i.  Jatage. It'sbeconeingrainedin
teachers, thepedagogical GHAdeeply
buriedwithinthem Skill sstsmustbe
appropriatefor a digital ageinwhich
youngpecplelive, theyheveanew
wayoflookingatthewald Were
getting teadhers with aCONA construct
working with theseyoungpeople and
therésafundamental msmetch. M
needanewpedagogy called NA for
the21st Gartury.' Kidsand teedrersin
that conlexinterrelationshipwe call
'learning'will providearichnewway
ofdoing things. If wedon'thaveanew
DiA weregaing to continueto condem
future generations ofteadhers because
wehavent chongedthefundarmental
building Hods”

Geg\Whithy iecutiveDredarof Stads
CAlKM DoessofParanta, Aerdia

hat thefirst tunein histary, ourjob s
edcatasistoprepareour childrenfora
futurethat wecannot dearly desaibe.™
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Skills students now need to succeed in
school, work and life:

Information and Communication
- Uc,ng technology to access, evaluate, create, menage
information
- Analyzing, synthesizing information to solve problems and
answer questions
- Understanding ethical/legal use issues

Thinking and Problem Solving

- Developing, communicating ideas, demonstrating
originality, inventiveness

- Using sound reasoning, problem-solving to reach goals

- Working effectively with changing priorities

Interpersonal and Self-Direction Skills
- Working appropriately, productively with others
Adapting to varied roles and responsibilities
- Defining, prioritizing, completing tasks, managing workioad

WMIW |
21st Century Skills and

While the Alaska Department of labor estinetes that eight of every 10
well payingjols in Alaska currently do not reguire afour-year adlege
degree, increasingly enployers are seeking workers with 21" Gertury
skills to manage and build construction prgedss, gperate conplex
mechinery and think nmovatively as part of aworkplace team Thet
means instilling those slls in Alaskass 130,000 K-12 studerts

With aworkforce now topping 330,000 jobs, Alaska hes outgrown the
boom and bust cydes of the pest. Intheir dace, the State hes seen
two decades of steady job growth and a maturing of the economy

in several important sedars, espedally in high skilled white-collar
employment, labor statistics showthe number of 2 hitects,
engineers, accountants and lawyers in Alaska has grown Irom about
7,800t0 12,000since 1990 an increase of 53 percert. Intotal,
Aadas 24,000 prafessional and business senvice workers make up
eight percent of the workforce and account for 51 billion in weges

\& Qov. Saeh PAmnated in arecart state pubdication.  In 2006, note
than 36 percart of newly hired engineers working m Aadawere not
Aadaresidarts. Toaddress this and other skillsgaps, Alsdamust
continue itsinvestment in professional development & the secondary
and postsecondét, leves”

INa2005 report to Congress, the @ nmittee on Prospering intim
Qaobdl Eoonomy of the 21" Ceultry, chaired by Normman R Augustine

Interpersonal and Self-Direction Skills

Global Awareness

- Understanding of global issues, nations, cultures

- Working collaboratively with people of diverse cultures
religions, lifestyles

- Using languages in addition to English

Financial, Economicand Business Literacy
Making appropriate personal economic choices

- Understanding role of the economy in society
Usmg entrepreneurial skills to enhance workplace
productivity, career options

Civic Literacy

- Understanding participating in governmental processes
- Exercising citizenship rights and obligations

- Understanding local, global implications of civic riprisimc

rot moe infomration visit waw Zistoertutvskills ag  the Partnarship
lat 2 it Gartury Sdlls res aveigpec aunified, adledive ision 'or Zist
certuy leaming to dregme. Arericaneducation its 2meows
reresart plarinert BEressanaed.cation aganizatios

the Alaska W orkforce

the retired O of Lockheed Martin Gop,, conduded that fewjoos
seemsafe Thtoday'scompetitive world. The committee credited this
to The Death of Distance through breakthroughs in aviation and
transportation of goods and the World Wide V&b (transportation of
information in large volumes at little cost).

Howwill Americans conpete? the committee asked. Theansner
appears to he not verywell.. for exarmple, five qualified chemists
can be hired in India for the cost of just one in America. Gventhe
enormous disadvantages in labor costs, we cannot be satisfied
merely to match other econammies in those areas where we do
enjoy strength; rather wemust excel . markedly.”

Thisanalogy by poet Richard Hodgetts summerizes the essence
of innovation in a highly compeivive environment:

Young Americans coming of age in the early 21st Century - the 70 million people born between 1982 and 2000 - live in a world that
is argujbiy more complex than it was just a lew years ago In business, for example, 91o 5 has been replaced by 24/7, as technology

keeps us ‘always on' and our markets and workforces extend across every time zone. Our colleagues are more diverse, as the

number of women and ethnic minorities are increasing



Consortium for Digital Learning
Preparing Alaska's Students for Success in The Global Economy

AABiscommittedto the idea that creating 1to 1digital leaming
environrents in Aadas sdhodswill helpall students develap
21t century slls, reech their patential, rase their achievenent
levelsandlead suooessiul livesinthe global econany,.

In spring of 2006, the AASB Consortiumfor Digital Leaming
(@) wes anarded capital fundsin the amount of $6 million
by the 24th Legilature. Within seven months after funds were
received b, AA 1to linitiatives were sucoessfully launched
at over S project sites in 18districts throughout the state,

Treinfrastructure isin place to support the ongoing suooess
of each district's four-year L project. Major components
include: district performance contracts identifying
acaderic and other targets, onsite/online staff professional
development, in state repair and 24-hour phone tech
suoport, ongoing UAAISER evaluation, multiple platform
options, and parent education seminars on safe computing.

Nwt Steos

Educatars, students and parents involved with DL have
acknowledged the initiatives effectiveness in engaging
students, improving academic performance and instilling
skills relevart to today'sjob market. Establishing sucoessfu
1to 1digital leaming pilot projects in diverse schod

V- Y8 ‘
DRC ;
isaproud sponsor
of the
Association of
Alaska School Boards

Hye

districts across Alaska has been agood start, but we
canand must do more. Gven the swift pace of sodetal
transformation, time is noion out sice.

Qur education system needs to move quiickly to ensure

that our state's 130,000 students have the benefit of 1to
1learning environments sothey can graduate from public
schods with the skills needed to conpete in the rapidly
changing global economy. Through the CCL initiative,
AABhes articulated a vision firmly rooted in 21st century
literacy, and isactively working to educate stakeholders
and palicymakers on the importance of digital leaming esa
moral imperative for all of Alaskels studerts.

I strictsairrently participating in CDL:
Aaska Gateway Kodisk

Anchorage Kuspuk

Cordova Lake and Peninsula
Qag Loner Kuskokwim
Dendli North Sope
Dillingham Petersburg
Fairbanks Southeast Island
Jureau Southmest Region
Klawodk Yukon Hats

For moi? information visit www aasb-cdl oig

Wiumi

nui
DRC
SCHQO1ACCESS'

GCIl SchoolAccess

Committed to providing

fF7 * n fl “ Alaska's students with high
y quality education to prepare

them for the global economy.

www.schoolaccess.net

(866) 254-2855

13490 Bass Lake Rd « Maple Grove, MN 55311 « 800-826-

Thinking and Problem Solving

The increased emphasis on problem solving and reasoning skills in 1he workplace reflects an expansion in demano tor better, larger and more sophisticated products and services.
Erployees, managers and policy makers alike need to grasp complex issues, read appropriately to the existing environment and otter suitable solutions Al levels of an organization
support, supervisory, executive and board - must weigh customer demand and product satisfaction

D>


http://www.schoolaccess.net

PROGRESSIVE
STATES Network

March 13, 2008

Dear Members of the Community and Regional Affairs Committee:

On behalfof the Progressive States Network, | am submitting written testimony to
support House Bill 388, an act establishing the Alaska Broadband Task Force. As an
organization dedicated to helping states implement innovative legislation, we applaud Alaska’s
effort to increase access to and deployment of affordable high-speed Internet. lalso write to
suggest a few policies that other states have adopted which would strengthen the effectiveness of

the bill.

As a country we have always realized the importance of investing in traditional
infrastructure, such as roads, bridges, railways, waterways and public transit. These
transportation systems are central to our economy and we have willingly financed their

construction, maintenance, and upgrades.

The Internet is the public infrastructure of our time. It is no longer just a standard
medium for everyday communication, but just like highways and the power distribution grid, a
key component of economic development. To be able to capitalize on all the economic
opportunities and savings made possible by broadband connectivity, we must invest in building a
strong framework capable of achieving maximum rather than minimal capabilities.

According to data from the Alaska Department of Commerce, currently 30% of Alaskan
communities do not have any access to broadband. The communities that do have access to
broadband pay some of the highest prices in the nation (almost every community in Alaska pays
at a minimum $50 per month for basic broadband) for the lowest speeds. While the average
median download speed in the United States is 1.97 megabits per second, far below download
speeds in countries such as Japan (61 mbps). South Korea (45.60 mbps), Finland (21.70mbps)
and Sweden (! 8.20 mbps), Alaska’s median download speed is even slower clocking in at .55

mbps 1(Sec Appendix 1)
Creating an Alaska Broadband Task Force to map existing broadband infrastructure in the
state and to develop a plan to increase broadband deployment and access is an important tirst

step. It would ensure Alaska remains a global competitor, it would decrease the cost of
prov iding basic services, and, most importantly, it would enhance Alaska residents’ quality of

life.

Speed Mutters Speed Test.
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Why High Speed Broadband is Necessary

High speed broadband is interactive, always on, two-way communication. The issue of
broadband capacity and speed are critical because it creates the limits of what is possible. Dial
up connections of 56 kilobits per second (kbps) or 200 kbps (FCC definition of high-speed) are
too slow to run many important applications." In today’s high-tech world, having access to high-
speed Internet is necessary to ensure economic development, the ability to implement cost
cutting mechanisms, and to increase residents’ quality of life. (See Appendix 2)

Economic Development:

It is estimated that widespread adoption of high-speed Internet will add $134 billion to
the U.S. economy annually and create 1.2 million new jobs per year." As evidence of the impact
of broadband on the economy, it has been documented that recent economic development and
the resulting jobs are going disproportionately to communities with strong broadband
deployment. A recent study found that the availability of broadband in communities added over
1% to the employment growth rate and a 0.5% increase in the growth of business

establishments.4

An affordable and reliable high-speed Internet infrastructure is not only essential tojob
creation, but also ensures improved educational and health care services, and increased public

safety.

Telemedicine:

Traditional healthcare involves face-to-face interaction between doctors and patients. In
certain settings, such as remote and isolated areas, face-to-face interactions are hindered by
obstacles such as distance and time restraints. These obstacles can make providing medical

treatment exceptionally expensive.

High-speed Internet allows for doctors and patients to utilize technology to make
healthcare more accessible and affordable. This merging of technology anti medicine is referred
to as telemedicine. Telemedicine pennits the remote monitoring of patients, allows doctors and
hospitals to share data and images easily and instantaneously, provides efficient chronic disease
management and emergency service to remote areas, and allows supplies and prescriptions to be

ordered in simpler and cheaper ways.

Speed Matters Affordable High Speed In
‘Connected Nation, Ihe L.conomic
1A\ illiam Lehr. Carols Osorio.

the 33" Research Conference on o unication, r ation a



In Georgia, telemedicine has been used to save lives and minimize the negative effects of
strokes on rural citizens. A telemedicine program connects the Medical College of Georgia’s
neurology department with ten rural hospitals. When a patient has a stroke there is a short three
hour window for doctors to determine if the stroke was caused by clotting or bleeding.
Depending on diagnosis, the right course of treatment is instituted. But, the medical treatment
for a stroke caused by clotting can have devastating effects if given to a patient who is having a
stroke due to bleeding and vice versa. Thus, an examination hy a professional is needed before
treatment can occur. Since the time it would take to transport a patient from rural Georgia to a
qualified treatment center is longer than the 3-hour window, previously there was little rural
hospitals could do for stroke patients. Today, with telemedicine a neurologist anywhere in the
world is able to provide the necessary examination and determination so that rural hospitals can
begin treatment. Telemedicine has increased rural hospitals ability to effectively treat stroke

victims.

Additionally, telemedicine has been proven to reduce the cost of healthcare. A recent
SUNY study found that patients using telemedicine to manage congestive heart failure
experienced a reduction in overall healthcare costs 0f41%. Reduced physician office visits
alone offered a savings of more than SI 15 million annually. 5

Telecommuting:

Telecommuting is estimated to have the ability to create over S20 billion of saving
annually across the economy. For every 10% increase in worker telecommuting, fuel use is
projected to drop by 1.2 million gallons per week/* Telecommuting has also been found to
increase worker productivity by 20%-25%." When Cisco paid to have broadband Internet
installed in employees’ homes, the company traded wasted commute time for an extra hour of
work each day. Other companies, such as AT&T and Merrill Lynch each saved S10,000 a year

per employee through lower absenteeism alone.

Other benefits of broadband:

Furthermore, widespread broadband deployment is important in enhancing citizens’
quality of life. With ubiquitous high-speed Internet access, students from any geographic
location and income level in Alaska could lake advantage of otherwise unattainable educational
and job training opportunities; more people could participate in e-commerce. Moreover,
broadband leads to increased public safety through remote surveillance, by ensuring all first
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responders are on the s; . frequency, and by facilitating more comprehensive information
sharing among agencies. Additionally, broadband can help senior citizens, reoplc with
disabilities, and those in remote areas live independently yet still ensuring opportunities to

participate in economic and civil life.

The failure to build out broadband infrastructure no longer simply stifles Alaska’s
potential growth, but actually docs a disservice to the public interest.

I'nc United States Broadband Problem

Although the inventors of the Internet, America has fallen behind many countries in
terms of adopting broadband. Today our European and Asian counterparts are outperforming us
because they have policies that foster vigorous competition in the broadband marketplace,
offering consumers more choice, faster speeds and lower prices.

When looking at broadband deployment it is essential to consider penetration,
connectivity speed, and cost. Data recently released by the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) highlights the United States failure to provide all citizens
with affordable high speed Internet, especially in comparison to other countries.

Broadband penetration is a measure of what percentage of the population has access to
high-speed Internet. In the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
2007 broadband penetration rankings the United States ranked 15th out of the 30 member nations,
down from 4" place in 2001. (See Appendix 3) The OECD data also demonstrates that America
is continuously falling further behind. Annual U.S. penetration growth ranked 20lh, and semi-
annual growth was 24Ihout of 30 countries. Each spot the United States slips represents billions
in lost producer and consumer surplus, and potentially millions of real jobs lost to overseas

workers.

Affordable broadband is an essential element necessary to ensure that every citizen can
utilize broadband once a strong infrastructure is built. Yet. the United States is woefully behind
other countries when comparing the cost of broadband. When comparing broadband prices
across countries, the US ranks 13 out of the 30 member countries of the OECD.

Lastly, connectivity speed is essential to ensure that individuals can use broadband to run
advance applications that lead to economic development, cost saving mechanisms, and increased
quality of life. The broadband available lo U.S. consumers is generally slower and more
expensiv e than in other countries. In the U.S., telephone-based DSL broadband reaches speeds
averaging 15 to 3.0 megabits per second (mbps) at a price averaging S30-S50 per month while
cable modems in the U.S. generally reach speeds of 3-5 mbps for S40-S50 per month. In Japan,
by contrast, the cost of an average connection with the speed of 26 mbps costs roughly S22 per



month, meaning the Japanese have 8 times the speed at roughly 1/2 of the cost.*
(See Appendix 4)

Inorder for Alaska and the United States to stay competitive globally it is essential that
governments implement policies to build strong infrastructures, capable of providing affordable,

high-speed Internet access to all. (Sec Appendix 5)

111, What Other States Have Done

States have taken several common actions, adopted as a stand alone or in combination, to
increase broadband deployment.g

« Setting a goal for broadband adoption/availability: California, Oregon, Kentucky,
Maine, New York, North Carolina, and Vermont.

« Creation of a new body focus' Ig on broadband: California, Oregon, Illinois,
Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Mi :higan. New York, North Carolina. Ohio, South
Carolina, and Vermont.

« Funding broadband access with grants or low-interest loans: California, Georgia,
ldaho, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina, South

Carolina, and Vermont.
« Regulatory bargains: telephone companies have been required to deploy greater
broadband in return for reduced regulatory requirements: California, Illinois, Maine, and

Vermont.
« Streamlining uses of rights-nf-wav (both state and municipal): California, Maine, and

Maryland.
« Public-private cooperation: California, Kentucky, Maryland, Minnesota, New York,

North Carolina, and Virginia.
+ Mapping of broadband facilities: California, Kentucky, Ohio, Maine, and Tennessee.

« K-awarcness: educating communities of the importance and or availability of broadband
to increase adoption: California, Maine, Few York, and North Carolina.

« lax credits for investments in broadband facilities: California, Oregon and ldaho.

+ Focus on extending middlc-mile fiber connectivity: Maryland. Ohio, and Virginia.

Not all states have implemented these policies in the same way, and certain implementations
have had better results than others. (See Appendix 6)

IV,  Proposed Alaska House Bill 388

[lie Progressive States Network celebrates Alaska House Bill 388 and the establishment
of an Alaskan Broadband Task Force to conduct broadband mapping and discuss possible
deployment strategics. This type of approach ensures that deployment of the broadband

" Speed Mailers Affordable Ihuh Speed Internet for All, Communications of America Policy Paper, page | |
*John M nulliausen Jr.. A Blueprint for Big Broadband, FDUCAUSE White Paper, January 2008.



infrastructure will provide increased access and smart utilization of the Internet. The growth of
high speed broadband for a state like Alaska promises extreme economic and social benefits.

We do encourage legislators to consider slight changes that will better enable Alaska to
meet its overall goals of increasing economic development, establishing cost saving mechanisms,

and increasing residents’ quality of life.

First, amore consumer-focused task force is more likely to come up with independent
and unbiased assessments of the data. Therefore, any task force should make sure that
representatives from the industry are balanced by representatives from public interest groups in
the state. For example, the Oregon Telecommunication Coordinating Council, established in
2001, is comprised of 12 members that represent broad telecommunications interest groups
including business and industry, telecommunications providers, state and local government,
education, and health care organizations, as well as other interest groups.

Second, data collection needs to be at the census block level to avoid digital divides
within /ip codes that may not be known to exist. If data is only mapped by community or zip
code then as long as one home in a region receives broadband, the whole area is counted as
having broadband access. Since the goal of the task force is to provide affordable broadband to
all homes, schools and businesses in Alaska, very specific data must be collected.

Third, it is important to note that advanced video conferencing and other emerging
technologies that have the most economic and social benefits can only be used effectively on
high-speed broadband. In order to avoid creating a new digital divide, between those who can
run advanced applications and those who can only run basic applications, we need to track what
prov iders, what speeds, and what prices users have access to and what speeds and prices users

are actually utilizing.

Fourth, the underlying data collected through the task force must be made public to
ensure the information is accurate and verifiable and for the government to be able to track
specific progress once deployment programs are put in place. California, realizing the necessity
of the mapping data to be made public, had private providers give the underlying mapping data
to a public service commission who aggregated the information and then published

comprehensive maps.

Lastly, the Alaska Broadband Task Force should not only concern itself with broadband
mapping and deployment, but should also establish measures to ensure that all residents can
utilize the technology. To participate in the increasingly digital world, citizens must be digitally
literate - equipped with the skills, insights and savvy needed to fully exploit the benefits accruing
from the convergence of telecommunications and information processing technologies and
markets. Groups frequently disenfranchised in other parts of society, such as low income
individuals and people of color, often have fewer opportunities to gain essential digital skills. By
providing programs to ensure that all citizens are digitally literate, Alaska can make it easier for

everyone to participate in this new digital world.



Thank you for your important work in this area and for considering my testimony. Should
you have any questions, or if you would like to discuss the above in more detail, please do not

hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julie Schwartz

Broadband, Media Reform, and Economic Development Policy Specialist
Progressive Stales Network

101 Avenue of the Americas, 3rd Floor

New Vork, New York 10013

ischwart/u/ nroitrcssivestatcs.orn

(P) 212-680-3116

Cc:

Representative Fairclough, Co-Chair
Representative LeDoux, Co-Chair
Representative Dahlstrom, Member
Representative Neuman, Member
Representative Olson, Member
Representative Cissna, Member
Representative Salmon, Member



V. Appendix

Appendix 1: Average advertised broadband download speed, by country, Mbit 2007

Source tiraph: OIliCD
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Appendix 2. Broadband Application and Speed

Source; S. Derek Turner. Broadband Reality Cheek, Free Press, 2005
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Appendix 3: Subscribers per 100 Inhabitants, 2007
Source Graph: OFCD
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Appendix 4: Average Broadband Monthly Price per Average Speed
Source Data: OECD

Country

Finland

United
Kingdom

Sweden
Japan
France
South Korea
Australia

United States

Price
(S/month)

S3l
S33

S34
$34
S37
S42
552
$53

Average
Download
Speed (mbps)

13
10.6

21.4
93.7
44.2
43.4
121
8.9
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DSL



Appendix 5: Percentage of Fiber connections in total broadband subscribers, 2007
Source: OFCD

Japan

Korod o 5
Sweden
Slovak Republic
Denmark
OECD
Norway

Italy

United Staler
Czech Republic
Netherlands
|celand
n% fa W% ic% on% jwati 4n%

Appendix 6: Case Studies: Kxamples of Successful Broadband Plans

California:
The California Broadband Initiative was created by Governor Schwarzenegger in October

0f 2006 and included The California Broadband Task Force. The task force was charged with
creating a comprehensive report on the state of broadband in the state of California and directed
to collect and analyze current broadband information so the state could accurately map where
broadband is available and at what speeds . The data was collected at household levels and was
aggregated by a public third-party.

The report, released on January 17, 2008, included recommendations on strategies to
fund and deploy networks capable of 50 mbps. The task force recommended funding the
proposal through both bond and grant programs. Additionally, California has an Emerging
Technology Fund, a non-profit corporation, with an objective of bring to broadband to under-
served areas with funding derived from conditions placed on merging telecommunications
companies The companies will contribute a total of $60 million over 5 years. Additionally, at
least $460 million soon will be available for overcoming the state's "digital divide" with about
$400 million coming from education bonds approved by voters last November.



Oregonld
The Oregon Telecommunications Coordinating Council (ORTCC) was created by the

state legislature in 2001. The Council’s mission is "to provide all Oregonians with affordable
access to broadband digital applications that will improve the quality of life in Oregon
communities and reduce the economic gap between well-served and underserved Oregon
communities.” The OR TCC is comprised of 12 members that represent broad
telecommunications interest groups including business and industry, telecommunications
providers, state and local government, education, and health care organizations, as well as other
interest groups. The council provides a coordinated approach to telecommunication investments
bv giving the ORTCC the authority to facilitate, through its recommendations, greater
public/private partnerships and stronger state/local government partnerships. The Oregon state
legislature also approved a tax credit for deployment of broadband equipment in 2001. The credit

is equal to 20% of the cost of the facilities deployed.

Vermont:
In January 2007, newly elected Vermont Governor Jim Douglas proposed that Vermont

become an "e-state” by 2010. To accomplish his goal of universal access to broadband Internet,
Governor Douglas created a Vermont Telecommunications Authority, which would serve as a
bridge between public sector efforts and private sector investments, intended to share in— but not
eliminate—the financial risk of these projects, provide a longer-term investment horizon, and
support projects that can become self-sustaining over time. 1L

The explicit goals of the Vermont Telecommunications Authority are to ensure
Vermonters have: Affordable broadband access to every Vermont household by 2010, capable
of delivering speeds of at least 1.5 megabits per second, and increasing speeds in the future and
mobile broadband. Wi-Fi or equivalent in every community by 2010. The initial focus will be on
delivering broadband services to currently underserved rural areas and to deploy wireless

services throughout these areas.

Report bv Alliance for Public Technologies, 2004, page 34.
" The stale can prm ide Ihe authority with its moral obligation of up to $40 million in bonds to back projects in the

lirst year ol construction and possibly more if needed and sustainable. The initial target is to leverage more than
$200 million m private sector investment with the stale's backing. Repayment of borrowing for the projects will be
based on revenues generated from leasing access to the infrastructure, such as fiber-optic networks and space on
lowers, or the revenues from services provided over the network. The value of the assets controlled or created by the

authority will also help to secure the value ofany bonds

11



SARAH PALIN, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF COASTAL AND OCEAN MANAGEMENT
httpVAvww. alaskacoast. state, ah.us

SOUTHCENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE CENTRAL OFFICE
50 V' 1" AVENUE SUITE 105 301 GOLD STREET. SUITE 207
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 90501 PO Box 111030
PH 1907) 259-7470 FAX (907) 250-3091 JUNEAU. ALASKA 99B11-1030

PH (907 465 3507 FAX (307) 465-3075

February 22, 2008

AC'MP Participant

RL: Re-evalualiou of AC'MP

Dear ACMP Participant:

As you know, in 2003 the Alaska State Legislature mandated the reform of the ACMP that included
revised statutes, requlations, district coastal management plans, and other ACMP processes, and
included deadlines for those revision efforts. Though the reform effort is nearing its completion, it
has not been without its difficulties. The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has had a
challenging time managing and implementing the change process and the reform efforts. During the
process, DNR has heard from the various participants on the successes and failures of lhe changes,
and on the efforts to implement those changes, most recently during public testimony on Senate Bil!

(SB) 161,

Although tiie State opposes SB 161 for a variety of reasons, DNR does support the concept ofre-
evaluating certain changes that were made to the ACMP. Specifically. DNR recognizes the need
and is interested in re-evaluating the following statutory and regulatory provisions ofthe ACMP:

+ Revisit the DEC carveout (i.e., coordination of review involving DEC" authorizations,
application ofother ACMP enforceable policies to DEC authorized activities, etc.)

0 Revisit the coastal district’s authority and ability to write enforceable policies, revisit the
requirements for designated areas to address certain coastal uses and resources

® Address the consistency review scope of the project (i.e.. aspects o f the project that are

subject to review)
¥ Make other necessary clarifying and technical edits to the regulations

At the 2007 ACMP conference in Juneau, DNR Commissioner lorn irwin announced DNR'S
intention to re-evaluate the ACMP changes. Ire-affirmed DNR's commitment to evaluating these
changes in my testimony on SB 161 on January 29, 2008. While we previously established an
informal timeframe for this re-evaluation to begin in July 2009, it is obvious, based on the input that
DNR has heard, that we need to begin the program re-evaluation sooner than originally identified.
With this in mind, it is my intention to formally and openly rc-evnluate the ACMP changes
identified above by inviting input from the networked participants (coastal districts, state agencies,
industry', and members of the public) Based on that input, DNR will prepare a responsive statutory

“Develop, Conserve, mid Enhance Natural Resourcesfor Present and Future Ataskans."



ACMP Participants - ACMP Re-evaluation
February 22, 2008
Page 2

proposal tor consideration during the 2009 legislative session, and a subsequent regulatory package
for implementing the changes. The proposed schedule for this re evaluation and development of

proposed changes to the ACMP laws is as follows:

+ June 2008 - Complete Ihe review of the List o fExpedited Consistency Reviews and Stale
Authorizations Subject to the ACMP (i.e., the "ABC List")

0 July 2008 - Initiate a 30-day comment period to solicit input and suggested statutory and
regulatory revisions

« August-October 2008 - Develop proposed statutory revisions

« November 2008 - Mold workshops to go over proposed statutory revisions; initiate a
comment period to solicit input

« December 2008 - Finalize proposed statutory revisions

» January 2009 - Introduce bill addressing proposed statutory revisions.

« March through August 2009 - Promulgate and finalize regulatory revisions implementing
the revised statutes (as appropriate) and addressing other identified regulatory revisions.

The DCOM has identified this re-evaluation of the ACMP within the 2006 Enhancement Grants
Program Assessment and Strategy, meaning DCOM has prioritized this initiative and identified it as
eligible for federal funding under the ACMP. This effort is important to the success of the ACMP,
and will be completed within the timeframes described above.

This re-evaluation is intended to identify and develop additional changes to the ACMP that will

strengthen the ACMP as a State program, that will benefit applicants and the public in the
coordination of projects, and that will enhance the coastal district participation and input into State
decision-making regarding activities occurring in the coastal area and on the outer continental shelf.

| look forward to initiating the re-evaluation of the ACMP. Your participation in this effort is
important to the future and success of the program.

Randy Bates
Director

ec: DCOM Staff
Legislators
Coastal Districts
Coastal Currents “g-list"



Lake and Peninsula Borough

P.O. Box495
King Salmon, Alaska 99613

Felepbone: (907) 246-3421
Fax: (907) 246-6602

fi*'Vited .\, r'N

March 18, 2008

The Honorable Representative Gabriel LeDoux

State Capitol. Room 412
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Subject: lilt 244. an Act relating to the Alaska Coastal Management Program; and
establishing the Alaska Coastal Policy Board

Dear Representative LeDoux.

Inc Lake and Peninsula Borough would like to provide the following comment regarding
the proposed HB 244. an Act relating lo the Alaska Coastal Management Program
(ACMP): and establishing the Alaska Coastal Pmicy Board that is currently in committee

in the Alaska | egislalure

I he Lake and Peninsula Borough supports 11B 244 because it requires the Alaska
Department ol Environmental <onservation (ADIT ) to participate in consistency
reviews that af fect air. land and water quality, clarifies the criteria lor the approval of
district enforceable policies, establishes the Coastal Policy Board, eliminates the
requirement for designated areas, arid reestablishes the protection of'subsistence as an
objec ve of the Alaska Coastal Management Program as well as the recognition ol
subsistence values concerning land usage adjacent to the watei. | will try to address each
issue below and how these topics have affected the program since the passage ol MB 191

in 200.4.

AIR AM) WA LI UOI Al I'H

L Background: Ihe ACMP statutes were amended bv MB 191 ((. haptcr 24 SLA
03) to remove Alaska Department of Lm ironmenlal ('onservation iADI C)
authorizations from individual ACMP reviews. Removal ol ADI C authorizations from
ACMP reviews has resulted in a number of unanticipated problems:

it Confusion about what specific activities are included in the scope ol
review. This lack of clarity occurs when a project requires an ADI .C authorization
or an Environmental Protection Agency authorization oi when it unop es Outer

Continental Shelf (OCS) activities.

Chlgnk Bﬁ/ « Chigmk agOort - Chignik Lake « Cgegik « Igiugig m lliamna « Ivanol Bay * Koknanok ¢ Leveloek
oriakon - pearo Bay « Peuyville « Paol Pomi « Pope Vannoy « Poit Alsworth - Port « l:iit)en » Uyasluk

Newhalen



b. Ihe Alaska Department of Natural Resources (AI)NR) is not following
guidance it issued regarding its review ol activities not regulated by federal
NPDES or 404 permits (i.e.. the guidance states that such activities not addressed
by the ADEC or Army Corps of Engineers must be part of coordinated ACMP

review).

C. As a result of this change districts can 110 longer comment on activities
regulated by ADEC that affect other coastal uses and resources. For example,
effects from an oil spill or other discharges on subsistence uses and resources can
no longer be considered because this activity isexcluded from the coordinated
ACMP review, and the agency has no regulations or statutes that address effects

of discharges on subsistence.
2. CLARIFIES CRITERIA FOR ENFORCEABLE POLICIES

This bill better clarities the intent in Section 19, which addresses AS 46.40.070 in several
paragraphs by being more spccilic on policy approval. [Ihis is critical to the coastal
districts as it will allow the districts to establish local control through policies that were
previously denied by DNR Staff when plans were reviewed. It amends three criteria for
approval of enforceable policies to beltei clarify what policies may address. It clarities
the legislative intent of Chapter 24 SI.A 03 (115 191) to allow districts to establish
enforceable policies lor activities that may affect a coastal use or resource.

3. ESTABLISHES THE COASTAL POLICY BOAIH)

I lie establishment of the Coastal Policy Board is the key to the success ol this bill as it
returns control of the approval of district coastal management plans back to the districts.
I'his will happen because the members of the Coastal Policy Board will be appointed
hum the coastal districts of Alasi.,, who are much closet to local issues and will more
closely understand and relate to the unique issues districts lace vlien writing policies for
plan approval. 1his bill also establishes the Board's role in the mediation of decisions on
the approval of district plans as well as gives the Board ippro\ul authority for plans
mentioning areas meriting special attention

4. SI BSISTENCE IS NOW IN('LII)EJ) IN THE ACMP

Subsistence is very important to the culture of the citizens within the Lake &
Peninsula Borough. This bill adds subsistence to the values included in the Alaska

(. oastul Management Plan objectives.

In summary the lake ami Peninsula Borough is in support ol 11B 243 as it requires the
Alaska Department of 1nvironntc t.1Conservation (ADEC) to participate in consistency
reviews that alfeet air. land and watei quality, clarities the criteria for the approval of
district enforceable policies, establishes the Coastal Policy Board, eliminates the



requirement for designated areas, and reestablishes the protection of subsistence as an
objective of the Alaska Coastal Management Program. We encourage all committees to

please hear this hill and move it along as soon as possible.

Finally the f.ake and Peninsula Borough does not support any recommendations that
suggest a working group or committee be formed to resolve the problems created by
[1B191 from 2003. This move is simply a stall lactic by those making that
recommendation. However, we encourage the legislators to act on this bill as it will not
require districts to re-write their plans hut specifically requires DNR DCOM to make the
regulations more specific and puts local control back where it belongs.

We thank you foi the opportunity to comment on this very important bill. 1f you have
questions please contact Marv Smith at 907-246-3421.

Sincerely,

Glen Alsworth
Mayor/Lake and Peninsula Borough



Alaska Telephone Association
201 E. 56th, Suite 114

Anchorage, AK 99518
Jack H Rhyner James Rowe
Piorldent (907) 563.'40700 Executive Director
I;'é)\jA(C(‘i)iT)*fﬂleB.?)JG jrrv/O'i'xbxlIrntel.orig

March 13,2008

Rep. Anna Fairelough, Co-Chair

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-Chair

House Community & Regional Affairs Committee
Alaska State Legislature

RE: Testimony in support of 11B 388

The Alaska Telephone Association sets out in the first paragraph of its Bylaws its goal of
advocating "for uniformity and efficiency in accounting, operating, maintenance and construction
for supporting the continuance of telecommunications service to the public." That was purpose for
the Association when it was founded in 1949 and it remains the purpose.

Identifying barriers to broadband access and identifying opportunities for increased broadband
deployment are slated reasons for creating the task force which is the intent of this bill. That is in
concert with the goals of AT A. We would be one of the not-for-profit organizations in the state that
would look forward to working with the Task Force and hope that a cooperative effort and diverse
support for this endeavor Will make broadband access more available and more affordable for more

Alaskans.
This topic and a separate presentation by a representative of Connected Nation. Inc., referenced

in the sponsor statement, will be on the agenda of the 2008 A I A Annual Meeting which will lie in
Girdwood May 19-21. Details of that conference may be found on the ALA website at
www.alaskatel.uiL; and we'd welcome any of you as our guests.

Lhank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of this bill.

Sincerely,

Jim Rowe


http://www.alaskatel.uiL




8laftha &tate TLegt*lature

Representative Anna Fairclough — House District 17

House Bill 404
“An Actestablishing atiAlaska Renewable Energy Task Force”

House Bill 404 would create a Task Force on Renewable Energy to allow members of the
Legislature to get involved in developing a much needed Energy Plan for the State of

Alaska.

The goal would be for the Task Force to thoroughly assess the needs of the state and
then to make recommendations, based on those needs, which could be incorporated into

a statewide energy plan.

Renewable energy is an issue in the forefront nationwide. With fuel prices at an all time
high, and no reliefin the foreseeable future, Alaska needs to consider its options. Our
varying climates and terrain make wind and geothermal energy alternatives that could
be employed in our state and it is necessary to determine what our energy needs are in
various regions of the state and also w'hat options would be viable in which areas.

The intent of House Bill 404 is to bring members of the Legislature together to meet
with the energy stakeholders around Alaska and take measurable steps toward

preparing the state for the future.

Session Alaska Stale Capitol +« Juneau. A K 99801+ 907-465-3777 + Fax 907-465-2819
A K 99577 + 907-694-8944 + Fax 907-694-8945

Interim 10928 l:agle River



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OE ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

identifier (file name):

Title Alternative Energy Task Force
Sponsor Rep Fairclough, Edgmon, Thomas, Wilson, et al.
Requester Community and Regional Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required

FY 2009 FY 2009

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES
[CHANGE IN REVENUES

FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Menta! Health
Other Interagency Receipts
TOTAL 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

[Attach a separate page ilnecessary)

FY 2010

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
0 Publish Date

HB 404

Dept Affected: University of Alaska
'‘RDU University of Alaska
Component Sysbra

Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)

Information
FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
(Thousands of Dollars)
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ANALYSIS:
The University of Alaska would participate in the Alaska Renewable Energy Task Force. To the degree projects are
proposed that require additional expertise, facilities, equipment or other resources, additional funding would be

required.

Phone 907-450-8187

Prepared by Michelle Rizk

Date/Time 2/29/08 2:30 PM

Division University of Alaska

Date 2/29/08 2 30 PM

Approved by: Pat Pitney

University of Alaska
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