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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Mark Eimer
[Imaxdaddy@clearwire.net]

Sent: Thursday, April 03, 2008 5:09 PM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 3, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Las*- November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slammmg her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged w;th a misdemeanor. In 20n6, an Anchorage man was convicted of
beati ig h,s brother's dog. He onlv received a $100 fine.

Alaska s v eak animal cr- eity law lias a tremendously detrimental impact
on chi dren ¢ 2 «,ninals. The Link® oetween animal abuse and other
forms )f societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats cr

actioi against companion animals are strong indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote ammal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectate' at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony uffense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Mr Mark Eimer

6631 Lunar Dr
Anchcrage, AK 99504-4550

littps://o\va.legis.statc.iik.iis/ovva/?ae=Item &t IPM .Nole &iil
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Pamela Nelson
[snowpawz@ gci.net]

sent: Thursday, April 03, 2008 5:09 PM

To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 3, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony hw regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of

beating his brother's dog. He on'y received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence

against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years’ incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
S3 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with seiious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Pamela Nelson
3241 Douglas Hwy
Juneau, AK 99801-1917
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony
American Humane [info@ americanhumane org] on behalf of Janice Weiler [joplinjan IS@ yahoo.com]

Sent: Thursday, April 03, 2008 5:09 PM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 3, 2008

Rep. G abrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
A ssociation, I urge you to vote for Senate B ill 273 as it comes
Defore

your com m ittee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law
regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of
torture :c companion animals are virtually ignored. Last

November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his w:fe, was accused i
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Arr rican Humane [info@arrericanhumane.org] on behalf of Skylar Arend
[quantumfox@gmail.com]

jent: Thursday, April 03, 2008 /:09 PM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 3, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty, “ecause of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with  misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of

beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to Kkill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via pcison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator ac an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Mr. Skylar Arend

16300 Sandpiper Dr
Anchorage, AK 99516-5053
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Richard Kapus Jr

[rlkjr@gci.net]
Sent: Th" sday, April 03, 2008 8:39 PM
To:  Rfo. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 2008

Rep mGabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

7 an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

y committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

toMu-e to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fanbc'nks man, following an argument with Ins wife, was accused ol

slanu ing her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of
beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence

against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,

Mr. Richard Kapus Jr
2415 Hemlock Ave Apt 608
Ketchikan, AK 99901-5863

https://owa.legis.state.ak.us/owa/?ae=Item &t=IPM .Note&icl-RgAAAAD4h64% 2bCI5S5HTA4
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Dana Foster
[dragongri81@ charter.net]

Sent: Thursday, April 03, 2008 9:39 PM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 4, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an An<_orage man was convicted of

beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence

against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Ms. Dana Foster

432 7th St Apt D
Ft Richardson, AK 99505-1117
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Nancy Moore
[nmoore@mtaonline.net]

Sent: Thursday, April 03, 2008 11:10 PM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 4, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of
beating his brother's dog. He only received a 5100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental im pact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a 550,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to Kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompiession chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions w*il be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.
Animal abuse is totally unacceptable and should be punished more
extensively than it has been. Passage of this bill is desparetly

needed.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273,

Sincerely,
Miss Nancy Moore

PO Box 399
Palmer, AK 99645-0399

https://lowa.lcgis.state,ak.us/owa/'/ac”llem &t
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Animal Cruelty Bill
Shana Kraft-Anderson [sanderson@ci.valdez.ak.us]

Sent: Friday, April 04, 2008 9:39 AM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Dear Representative LeDoux,

We are asking your support of SB 273, which would add felony provisions to our present State Animal Cruelty laws.
Alaska is one of only 7 states where Animal Cruelty laws do not carry these options. With time runnmg out on the
2008 session, please consider this bill important enough to pass through your committee quickly. As you can see
from letters already sent in, there is strong support in the state to see this happen.

Thank you,
fimmafSfiefrer Tad[ity ‘Manger
Sfiana JAnderson

Valdez Animal Shelter
Valdez Alaska

907-835-4560

https://owa.legis.state.ak.us/o\va/'.,ae=llc,m &t=IPM .Note&id=RgA AAAD4h64% 2bCI5H 14... 4/4/2008
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [infopamericanhumane.org] on behalf of Joanna Dulowska
[vada@onet.eu]

Sent: Friday, April 04, 2008 10:59 AM

To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 4, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of

beating his brother s dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on childrer and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence

against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to Kkill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Miss Joanna Dulowska

Debowa
Grudziadz, AK 86300

hUps://o\va.legis.state.ak.usW a/?ae=Item &t
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Edy Newsom
[edypathways@gci.net]

Sent: Friday, April 04, 2008 5:00 PM

To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 4, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of
beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental ini pact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong Indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski. SB 2/3 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to Kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison ana to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

| believe that you understand the importance of reducing animal
cruelty in Alaska, and | hope that you will vote to make this Bill a
law; it is the right thing to do.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for (utuie generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Ms. Edy Newsom

717 Barrow St
Anchorage, AK 99501-3632

https://owa.legis.state.ak.us/o\va/?ae-llem&t=IPM .Nole&id RgAAAAD4h64%2bCl1511T4...
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Dominik Zurawski
[www.ligo@wp.pl]

Sent: Friday, April 04, 2008 5:00 PM

To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 4, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of

Leating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years’ incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.

SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by

voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Mr. Dominik Zurawski

kolel2
Grudziadz/Poland, AK 86300

https~/owa. lcgis.statc.uk us/owa'Vac Itcm &t-IPM .Notc&id
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Marleen Thibodeau
[mfthibodeau@ yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday, April 04, 2008 9:00 PM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 5, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of
beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals, The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals aie strong indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to Kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote arumal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensum such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Ms. Marleen Thibodeau

1933 Yankovich Rd
Fairbanks, AK 99709-6540

hUps://lowa.legis.state.ak.us/owa/?ae=Iteni(!!l:t=1i>M .Note&id=RgAAAAD4h64% 2bCI5I1IT 4...
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American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Luke Gilson [djgilb@aol.com]

sent: Saturday, April 05, 2008 1:01 AV
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 5, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of

beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence

against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock /ia poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Mr. Luke Gilson

3127 Princeton Way
Anchorage, AK 99508-1436
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty afelony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of dolores kulik [grrzly@aol.com]

Sent: Saturday, April 05, 2008 1:02 PM
To.  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 5, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtual’ ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument \ ith his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of
beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link r, between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.
What if the pet above were yours7

It is unconscionable that AK is one of only 7 states that are inhumane
through negligence. 1know | misquote, but you know the gist of it:
All it takes hra guilty man to go free \cten good men to do

nothing.

Please do something.

Please help ensure o more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Ms. dolores kulik

3531 Heartwood H
Anchorage, AK 99504-3902

https://owa.legis.state.ak.us/owa/?ner llem &t IPM .Notc&iil
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Paula Beneke
[pbeneke@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, April 06, 2008 12:04 AM

To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 6, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of
beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to Kkill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Ms. Paula Beneke

2101 W 29th Ave Unit 11
Anchorage, AK 99517-1909

https://owa.lcgis.statc.uk.us/owa/7ac

llem &t-IPM .Notc&id=RgAAAAD4h64% 2bCISHTA4.
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony
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American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Sue Davies [Ishpaws@ gci.net]

Sent: Monday, April 07, 2008 12:37 AM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 7, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was on'y
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of

beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously aetrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence

against hum”~n family members will follow.

Intr duced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a 50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison ana to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Ms. Sue Davies

1871 E 53rd Ave
Anchorage, AK 99507-1604

https://owa.lcgis.state.ak.us/owa/7ac=Iltem &t=IPIVI.Noto«&icl=RgAAAAD4h64%2bC1511T4...
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Patricia Brackebush

[wwfuel@bristolbay.com]

Sent: Monday, April 07, 2008 11:09 PM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 8, 2Q: 6

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter o: American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious, He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of

beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence

against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promot® animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Ms. Patricia Brackebush

PO Box 212
Naknek, AK 99633-0212

Imps:/ uwa.logis.statu.ak.us/0O\va?ae

lleniikl HTW .Nolc&ki RgAAAADA41i64"»2bCT5HTA4..
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony

American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of karen dupont

[booboo@mtaonline.net]
Sent: Tuesday, April 08, 2008 12:09 AM
To.  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 8, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of
beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska’s weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental im pact
on children and animals. The Link h between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
Fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

| believe it is the right thing for our State to implement tougher
penalties for animal cruelty. | urge you to consider supporting tins

legislation.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Ms. karen dupont

PO Box 877411
Wasilla, AK 99687-7411

https://owa.legis.slatc.ak.us.own Vac llcm &l IPM .Notc&iil

RJAAAAD4h64% 2bC15H 14...
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Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony
American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Nora Conner
[n_conner@gci.net]

Sent: Tuesday, April 08, 2008 11:42 PM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 9, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged wit!, a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of
beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental impact
on children and animals. The Link® between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognized. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years' incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting foi SB 273.

Sincerely,

Ms. Nora Conner
733 Fischer Ave
Anchorage, A 99518-1848

littps://owa.legis.stale.ak.us/owa/?ac Item&T [I'M.Nole&id KgAAAADAIi<)4"02bC151114...

Page | of 1

4/9/2008


mailto:info@americanhumane.org
mailto:n_conner@gci.net

Support SB- to make animal cruelty a felony

Support SB 273 to make animal cruelty a felony
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American Humane [info@americanhumane.org] on behalf of Leslie Law [lunchlaw@alaska.com]

Sent: Wednesday, April 09, 2008 8:42 AM
To:  Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Apr 9, 2008

Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
AK

Dear Rep. LeDoux,

As an Alaska resident and a supporter of the American Humane
Association, | urge you to vote for Senate Bill 273 as it comes before

your committee.

Alaska remains one of seven states without a felony law regarding

animal cruelty. Because of this, even the most horrific acts of

torture to companion animals are virtually ignored. Last November, a
Fairbanks man, following an argument with his wife, was accused of
slamming her cat against a tree until it was unconscious. He was only
charged with a misdemeanor. In 2006, an Anchorage man was convicted of
beating his brother's dog. He only received a $100 fine.

Alaska's weak animal cruelty law has a tremendously detrimental im pact
on children and animals. The Link'? between animal abuse and other
forms of societal violence is nationally recognised. Threats or

actions against companion animals are strong indicators that violence
against human family members will follow.

Introduced by Sen. Bill Wielechowski, SB 273 will make it a felony
punishable by up to five years’ incarceration and/or a $50,000 fine to
knowingly inflict severe pain or suffering on an animal, to kill or
injure an animal by use of a decompression chamber, to intentionally
kill or injure a pet or livestock via poison and to promote animal
fighting exhibitions. Intentionally participating as a spectator at an
animal fight for the second time would also become a felony offense.
SB 273 will help ensure such actions will be properly reported,
investigated and prosecuted as crimes with serious consequences.

I really believe that there is a link between animal cruelty and
violence. If we can prevent these people jm ongoing violence to
animals we can also prevent it before they start targeting humans.

Please help ensure a more humane Alaska for future generations by
voting for SB 273.

Sincerely,
Ms. Leslie Law

19928 Cohen Dr
Juneau, AK 99801-8210

hitps://owa.lcgis.statc.ak.us o\va/?ae -Item&I-IPM.Note&icl RgAAAADAI04%2bC'I5HTA4...
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April ', 2008

Representative Gabrielle LeDoux
Alaska State Capitol Room 412
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative LeDoux:

Thank \ou for supporting SB 2”3 to make animal erueltv a felonv. 'Vords
do not express mv gratitude for a bill long overdue. It I can help wi h this
(‘ffort please eontael me | am available to help with mail outs, phone calls
etc. Thank um for making the world .t better place to live.

Sineereh.

.laei LeDoux

I’(>Box 396b
Soldolua. \K 99009
(>0 -200-0333

00" -301-2193 coll
iaeiledouxie vahoo.com

Letters written to:
B. Wielechowski fx A. bairelough

(labri die. I introduced mvsolf to \on at 1hi book store when | was in Kodiak.

I\ ecl eered for Matt in football, lie isagreat plaver | linalb met him when
bv accident he sat behind me at a basketball game. | introduced im self and |
will never forget, he asked me it am one calls me "duck"...and the\ do...I have
a duck collection because ot mv name.



Animal Cruelty Bill Page 1of 1

Sonya Hymer

From: Rep. Mark Neuman
Sent: Wednesday, April 09. 2008 10:46 AM
To: Sonya Hymer

Subject: FW: SB 273 Animal Cruelty Bill

From: Shana Kraft-Anderson [mailto:sanderson@ci.valdez.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, April 04, 2008 9:41 AM

To: Rep. Mark Neuman

Subject: Animal Cruelty Bill

Dear Representative Neuman,

We are asking your support of SB 273, which would add lelony provisions to oui present State Animal
Cruelty laws Alaska is one of only 7 states where Animal Cruelty laws do not cam' these options. With
time running out on the 2U08 session, please consider this bill important enough to pass through your
committee quickly. As you can see from letters already sent in, there is strong support in the state to see

this happen.

Thank you.

Aniuial Shelter €acility :Manger
Sliana Anderson

Valdez Animal Shelter

Valdez Alaska

907-835-4560

4/9/2008
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gg 273

g ashman [acinak02@yahoo.com]

Sent: Tuesday, April 08, 2008 10:39 PM
To.  Rep. Nancy Dahlstrom; Rep. Mari' Veunvn; Rep. Kurt Olson; Rep. Sharon Cissna; Rep. Wuodie Salmon; Rep. Anna
Fairclough; Pep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Cc: Rep. Bob Bu'h

To: Members of House Community & Regional Affairs
Committee

cc: House Representative Euch

I am writing to express my support for SB 273 "An Act
relating to cruelty to animals and promoting an
exhibition of fighting animals."

It is my understanding that this bill has been passed
by the Senate, and will be

discussed at your Committee meeting on April 10. |
encourage you to support this bill, thus recognizing
the seriousness of animal cruelty and making it a
felony in most instances. This is in line with many

other states.

Thank you for your consideration of this issue.

Sincerely,

Gina Ashman

PO Box 243585
Anchorage, AK 99502
Resident of district 27 N

You rock. That's why Blockbuster's offering you one month of Blockbuster Total Access, No Cost.
http://tc.deals.yahoo.com/tc/blockbuster/text5.com

https://owa.legis.state.ak.us/owa/?ae=Item&t=IPM.Note&id=RgAAAAD4n64%2bCISHTA4...  4/9/2008
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Sonya Hymer

From: Rep. Mark Neuman

Sent: Wednesday. April 09. 2008 10 46 AM

To: Sonya Hymer

Subject: FW: SB 273 Animal Cruelty Bill
From: Shana Kraft-Anderson [mailto:sanderson@ci.valdez.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, April 04, 2008 9:41 AM

To: Rep. Mark Neuman
Subject: Animal Cruelty Bill

Dear Representative Neuman.

We are asking yoursuppt.i ol SB 2”3, which would add leloin provisions to our present State Animal
Cruelty laws Alaska is one of cmi\ 7 states where Animal Cruelty law's do not carry these options. With
time tunning out on the 2008 session, please consider this bill important enough to pass through your
committee quickly. As you can see from letters already sent in, there is strong support in the stair to see

this happen.

| hank you.

.AnimalShelter 'Facility : Manger
Shana )\nderson

Valdez. Animal Shelter

Valdez Alaska

907-835-4560

49 2008
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SB 273
g ashman [acinak02@yahoo.com]

sent: Tuesday, April 08, 200S 10:39 PM
To:  Rep- Nancy Dahlstrom; Rep. Mark Neuman; Rep. Kurt Olson; Rep. Sharon Cissna; Rep. Woodie Salmon; Rep. Anna

Fairclough; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
Cc:  Rep. Bob Buch

To: Members of House Community & Regional Affairs
Committee

cc: House Representative Buch

I am writing to express my support for SB 273 "An Act
relating to cruelty to animals and promoting an
exhibition of fighting animals."

It is my understanding that this bill has been passed
by the Senate, and will be

discussed at your Committee meeting on April 10. |
encourage you to support this bill, thus recognizing
the seriousness of animal cruelty and making it a
felony in most instances. This is in line with many
other states.

Thank you for your consideration of this issue.

Sincerely,

Gina Ashman

PO Box 243585
Anchorage, AK 99502
Resident of district 27 N

You rock. That's why Blockbuster's offering you one month of Blockbuster Total Access, No Cost.
http://tc.deals.yahoo.com/tc/blockbuster/text5.com

https:/ oua.lcgis.state.uk.us,owa %ie licm&t IPM.Note&ul RgAAAADAN04%2bC’'I5HT4...  4,9/2008
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Alaska State Legislature

Mike Doogan

Representative
District 25, Anchorage

SPONSOR STATEMENT

HB 282
Conflict of Interest and State Boards, Commissions & Authorities

It is currently legal lor individuals serving without pay on state boards, commissions, and
authorities to raise money for stale or federal elective office. House Bill 282 would
require they resign their position before they declare their candidacy and begin raising

money.

Billies laws serve many purposes. Among these is the elimination of conflicts of interest,
both real and perceived. Allowing members of boards, commissions, and authorities to
run for political office and raise money from the very people who have a stake in matters
before these bodies leaves open a window of opportunity for abuse - a window that

should be permanently closed.

Current law only requires members of state boards, commissions, and authorities who
receive salaries to resign their post prior to declaring candidacy for state or federal office.
That only covers 22 of the 120 boards, commissions, and authorities in the state,
however. HB 282 would expand the law to cover all 120 state boards, commissions and
authorities, requiring paid or unpaid members, to resign their position before declaring

candidacy.

HB 282 also stipulates that people who ran for elective office would not be eligible for
appointment to a state board, commission, or authority for one calendar year following a
bid for elective office. This creates a "cooling o ff’ period after a person's bid for office,
removing them from the immediate influence - real or perceived - of contributors who
may have business before their board, commission or authority in the future.

25-LS1117\C Page 1 1/23/2008



Alaska State Legislature

Mike Doogan

Representative
District 25, Anchorage

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

282
An Act relating eligibility for membership on state boards,
commissions & authorities

Section 1:  Amends AS 39.05.100 to stipulate that a person is not eligible for
appointment to a state board, commission, or authority if said person
sought nomination or became a candidate for elective state or federal

office during the preceding year.

Section 2: Amends AS 39.25.160(e) to stipulate that members of boards,
commissions or authorities who do not receive salaries are no longer
exempt from the requirement to resign once they seek nomination or
become a candidate for state or national elective political office

Section 3: States that the prohibition against appointment to a board, commission
or authority for one year following a bid for office as outlined in
Section 1applies only to candidates who run for office after the

effective date of the Act.

Version 25-LSI117\C Page 1 1/23/2008



Legislative Research Report

January 3,2008 Report Number 03.084

Compensation for M embers of Boards ,Commissions and

Related O rganizations inalaska

Prepared for Representative Mike Doogan

By Theresa Svancara. Legislative Analyst

You asked about boards, commissions, and related organizations, such as authorities, councils,
committees, and conferences, in Alaska. Specifically, you wanted to know the number of such
organizations that provide compensation other than per diem and travel reimbursement to their

members.

Of the 120 currently active boards, commissions and related organizations listed on the Office of
the Governor's website, 22 organizations provide compensation besides per diem and travel
reimbursement to their members." Typically, the additional compensation includes salaries or
honoraria paid to members for the days they attend meetings/ Table 1shows the name of each
organization and whether members receive additional compensation.

" Member compensation for these hoards, commissions, and related organisations is available from the Office of the
Governor, "List of Boards and Commissions Fact Sheets. Rosters, and Websites," online at
http //gov stale ak.us/boards/list php According to Jacob Good, executive secretary for the Governor s Boards and
Commissions Office, (907) 465-3500. this is a complote list of active boards and commissions to which the governor
makes appointments _For organizations that do not address the details of member compensation on the website, we
obtained this information directly from the organizations Personal communication with James Marcotte executive
director Board of Fishenes (907) 465-6095, Dan Seamount, governor's official representative. Interstate Oil and Gas
Compact Commission. 907? 793-1221, David Witherell. deputy director, North Pacific Fishery Management Council.
907) 271-2809, Gordy Williams, special assistant. Pacific Salmon Commission - Northern Panel and Pacific Salmon
ommission - Transhoundary Panel (907) 465-6143 Nancy Bird, president Prince William Sound Science Center

Prince William Sound Oil Spill Recovery Institute Advisory Board. (907) 424-5800 Kim Skigger aide for Representative
Fairclough. Task Force to Review the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (907) 694-8944 and Ann Wilde

commission section manager, Regulatory Commission of Alaska (907% 263-2163 Acontact for the Alaska Statehood
Celebration Commission had not returned phone calls to provide member compensation information by the time this

report was completed
* Salaries are based on Stale of Alaska and federal pay scales, honoraria range from S50-S400 per day

Alaska Legislature State Capitol
Legislative Research Services Juneau AK 99801
w3 legis state ak us/taa/research/'research php

907-465-3991
907-465-3908 (fax)



Table 2 shows the total number of organizations that provide additional compensation reported by
the type of organization. As you will see, 12 of the 58 boards provide compensation beyond per
diem and travel reimbursement to their members. Six of the 29 commissions and two of the four
authorities provide additional compensation. Also, o le council and one committee compensate
their members beyond per diem and travel reimbursement.

I hope you find this information to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have

questions or need additional information.

January 3 2008— Pace?2
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Table 1. Compensation for Members of Alaska Boards, Commissions,
and Related Organizations, January 2008
Compensation for

Members Other than Per
Diem and Travel

Organization

Accountancy, Alaska State Board of Public
industry/business/public

Aerospace Development Corporation Board of Directors, Alaska
P P P members $100/day

Aging, Alaska Commission on
Agriculture and Conservation Board
Alaska Health Care Strategies Planning Council
Alaska Retirement Management Board
Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission @)
Alaska-Alberta Bilateral Council

Alcoholic Beverage Control Board

Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, Advisory Board on

Architects, Engineers, & Land Surveyors, State Board of Registration for

Arts, Alaska State Council on the

Assessment Review Board, State

Aviation Advisory Board

Bald Eagle Preserve Advisory Council, Alaska Chilkat

Bar, Board of Governors of the Alaska

Barbers and Hairdressers, Board of

Big Game Commercial Services Board

Boating Safety Advisory Board

Broadcasting Commission, Alaska Public

Children's Trust Board, Alaska

Chiropractic Examiners, Board of

Clemency Advisory Committee

Commemorative Coin Commission, Alaska

$400/day

. . . L. exempt state salary range for
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission, Alaska P y 9
Juneau, 26C

Commercial Fishing and Agriculture Bank Board of Directors not to exceed $250/day

Community Service Commission, Alaska
Denali Access System Advisory Committee

Dental Examiners, Board of

Disabilities and Special Education, Governor's Council on
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, Council on
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, Task Force to Review the Council
on

Education and Early Development, Board of

Education Commission of the States

Emergency Medical Services, Alaska Council on
Emergency Response Commission, Alaska State

Legislative Research Report 08.084
January 2008 Table 1-Page 1of4



Table 1: Compensation for Members of Alaska Boards, Commissions,
j and Related Organizations, January 2008

(continued)

Compensation for
Organization Members Other than Per
Diem and Travel |
Employment and Rehabilitation of People With Disabilities, Governor's

Committee on
[Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Settlement Trustees

[Faith-Based and Community Initiatives Advisory Council

Fire Standards Council
state salary range 20A for

Fisheries, Board of board meetings ($210/day)_; 1/21
Range 20A for other meetings
($105/day)

Fishermen's Fund Advisory and Appeals Council

Forestry, Board of
state salary range 20A for

regulatory meetings ($210/day);
Game, Board of 1/2 Range 20A for other |
meetings (S105/day) i

Historical Commission, Alaska
[Historical Records Advisory Board. State
Homeless Council

Housing Finance Corporation, Alaska $100/day
Human Rights, State Commission for
Humanities Forum, Alaska
Independent Living Council, Statewide
$100/day

[industrial Development and Export Authority, Alaska
Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission
Judicial Conduct, Commission on

Judicial Council, Alaska

Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee, Alaska

Knik Arm Bridge And Toll Authority, Alaska $300/day 1
Labor Relations Agency

Libraries, Advisory Council on

Local Boundary Commission

Marine Pilots, Board of

Marine Transportation Advisory, Board of

Marital and Family Therapy, Board of

Medical Board, State

Mental Health Board, Alaska

Mental Health Trust Authority Board of Trustees, Alaska $200/day

Midwives, Board of Certified Direct-Entry
[Minerals Commission. Alaska

Municipal Bond Bank Authority, Alaska

Natural Gas Development Authority, Alaska
[Natural Resources Conservation & Development Board

Legislative Research Report 08 084
January. 2008 Table 1-Page 2 of4



Table 1: Compensation for Members of Alaska Boards, Commissions,
! and Related Organizations, January 2008

(continued)

| Organization

North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission - Advisory Panel to the U.S.

Section
North Pacific and Bering Sea Fisheries Advisory Body

North Pacific Fishery Management Council

(North Pacific Research Board

Nursing, Board of

Occupational Safety and Health Review Board

Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, Alaska
Optometry, Board of Examiners in

Pacific Marine Fisheries Commission

Pacific Salmon Commission, Commissioners Panel

Pacific Salmon Commission, Northern Panel

Pacific Salmon Commission, Transhoundary Panel

Parole, State Board of

Permanent Fund Corporation Board of Trustees, Alaska
Personnel Board

Pharmacy. Board of

Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy Board, State
Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board, Alaska

Police Standards Council, Alaska

Postsecondary Education, Alaska Commission on

Prince William Sound Oil Spill Recovery Institute Advisory Board
Professional Counselor

Professional Teaching Practices Commission

Psychologist and Psychological Associate Examiners. Board of
Public Offices Commission, Alaska

[Railroad Corporation, Board of Directors of the Alaska

Real Estate Appraisers, Board of Certified

[Real Estate Commission

Regents, University of Alaska Board of

Regulatory Commission of Alaska

Royalty Oil and Gas Development Advisory Boaid, Alaska
loafety Advisory Council, Alaska
[seafood Marketing Institute, Alaska

Legis alive Research Report 08 084
January, 2008

Compensation for
Members Other than Per
Diem and Travel

non-governmental members
federal salary, GS 15-10
(5465/day)

550/day
salary of 5118,000 annually

federal salary,
5553/day

federal salary.
5553/day
5250/day
5400/day

550/day
5400/day

members receive monthly
salaries at exempt state salary
range 26C (57,142/month);
chair at range 27C
(57,402/month)

Table 1 wPago 30f4



Table 1: ci1 npensation for Members of Alaska Boards, Commissions,
and Related Organizations, January 2008

(continued)
Compensation for
Members Other than Per

Organization
Diem and Travel

Seismic Hazards Safety Commission, Alaska

Social Work Examiners, Board of

Student Loan Corporation, Alaska

Subsistence Resource Commissions, National Park and Park Monument
Suicide Prevention Council

Uniform State Laws, National Conference of Commissioners on
Veterans Advisory Council, Alaska

Veterinary Examiners, Board of

Violent Crimes Compensation Board

Water and Wastewater Works Advisory Board

Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education
Wood-Tikchik State Park Management Council

Workers' Compensation Appeals Commission
members, except chair,

Workers' Compensation Board, Alaska $50/day

Workforce Investment Board (formerly AHRIC), Alaska
members and alternates,

Yukon River Panel federal salary, GS-15
($360/day)

Notes: The compensation amounts listed are provided to members for actual meeting days, unless otherwise specified

(a) Acontact for the Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission had not returned phone calls to provide member compensation
information, by the time this report was completed

Sources: Details on the compensation of members of Alaska state hoards, commissions, and related organizations are available
from the Office of the Governor, "List of Boards and Commissions Fact Sheets, Rosters, and Websites," online at

http //gov state ak us/hoards/list php For organizations that do not address the details of member compensation on the website,
we obtained this information directly from the organizations Personal communication with James Marcotte, executive director,
Board of Fishenes. §/907) 465-6095 Dan Seamount, governor's official representative. Interstate Oil and Gas Compact
Commission. (907) 793-1221, David Wilherell deputy director. North Pacific Fishery Management Council, (907) 271-2809, Gordy
Williams, special assistant. Pacific Salmon Commission - Northern Panel and Pacific Salmon Commission - Transboundary Panel.
(907) 465-6143. Nancy Bird, president. Prince William Sound Science Center, for the Prince William Sound Oil Spill Recovery
Institute Advisory Board. (907) 424-5800, Kim Skipper, aide for Representative Fairclough, Task Force to Review the Council on
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. (907) 694-8944, and Ann Wilde commission section manager. Regulatory Commission of

Alaska. (907)263-2163

Legislative Research Report OB 084
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Table 2: Number of Alaska Boards, Commissions
and Related Organizations Providing Additional
Member Compensation, January 2008

Number that Provide

Type of Organization Total Compensation Besides Per
Number
Diem and Travel
Board 58 12
Commission 29 6
Council 22 1
Committee 5 1
Authority 4 2
Conference 1 0
Agency 1 0
Total 120 22

iNote: A contact for the Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission had not returned phone a.»$ to provide
member compensation information by the lime this report was completed

Sources: Details on the compensation of members of Alaska state hoards, commissions, and related
organizations are available from the Office of the Governor. "List of Boards and Co missions Fact Sheets.
Rosters, and Websites," online at http.//gov state ak us/boards/list ﬁhp For organizations that do not address
the details of member compensation on the website, we obtained this information directly from the
organizations Pe>sonal communication with James Marcotte executive director. Roard of Fisheries. (i>07)
465-6095, Dan Seamount, governor's official representative. Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission,
(907) 793-1221. David Witherell, deputy director. North Pacific Fishery Management Council, (907) 271-2809,
Gordy Williams, special assistant. Pacific Salmon Commission - Northern Panel and Pacific Salmon
Commission - Transboundary Panel, (907) 465-6143, Nancy Bird, president. Pnnce William Sound Science
Center, for the Pnnce William Sound Qil Spill Recovery Institute Advisory Board. (907) 424-5800. Kim Skipper,
aide for Representative Fairclough. Task Force to Review the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault. (907) 694-8944, and Ann Wilde, commission section manager. Regulatory Commission of Alaska

(907)263-2163

Legislative Research Pepoit 08 084
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© 00 N O O,

10

12
13
14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

25

26
27
26
29

30

31

32
33
34

35

Organization

Accountancy, Alaska State Board of Public
Aerospace DevelopmeV Corporation Board
of Directors, AK

Aging, Alaska Commission on

Agriculture and Conservation Board
Alaska Health Care Strategies Planning
Council

Alaska Retirement Management Board
Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission
Alaska-Alberta Bilateral Council

Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, Advisory

Poard on
Architects, Engineers, & Land Surveyors,

State Board of Registration for

Arts, Alaska State Council on the
Assessment Review Board, State
Aviation Advisory Board

Bald Eagle Preserve Advisory Council,
Alaska Chilkat

Bar, Board of Governors of the Alaska
Barbers and Hairdressers, Board of
Big Game Commercial Services Board
Boating Safety Advisory Board
Broadcasting Commission, Alaska Public
Children’s Trust Board, Alaska
Chiropractic Examiners, Board of
Clemency Advisory Committee

Commemorative Coin Commission, Alaska
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission,

Alaska
Commercial Fishing and Agriculture Bank

Board of Directors

Community Service Commission, Alaska
Denali Access System Advisory Committee
Dental Examiners, Board of

Disabilities and Special Education,

Governor's Council on
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault,

Council on
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault,

Task Force to Review the Council
Education and Early Development, Board of
Education Commission of the States
Emergency Medical Services, Alaska
Council on

Compensation for Members Other
than Per Diem and ™ ’vel
industry/business/public members

$100/day

$400/day

exempt state salary range for Juneau,
26C

not to exceed $250/day

Number of
Members

~

FwkEE

(.«)U'I\l@\lwmk‘)'s

19

28

13

17



36

37
38

39

40
41

42

43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51

52

53

55

56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65

66
67
68
69
70

Emergency Response Commission, Alaska

State
Employment and Rehabilitation of People
With Disabilities, Governor’s Committee on

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Settlement Trustees
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives
Advisory Council

Fire Standards Council

Fisheries, Board of
Fishermen's Fund Advisory and Appeals
Council

Forestry, Board of

Game, Board of

Historical Commission, Alaska

Historical Records Advisory Board, State
Homeless Council

Housing Finance Corporation, AK
Human Rights, State Commission for
Humanities Forum, Alaska

Independent Living Council, Statewide
Industrial Development and Export
Authority, AK

Interstate Oil and Gas Compact
Commission

Judicial Conduct, Commission on
Judicial Council, Alaska

Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee.
Alaska

Knik Arm Bridge and Toll Authority, Alaska
Labor Relations Agency

Libraries, Advisory Council on

Local Boundary Commission

Marine Pilots, Board of

Marine Transportation Advisory, Board of
Marital and Family Therapy, Board of
Medical Board, State

Mental Health Board, Alaska

Mental Health Trust Authority Board of
Trustees, AK

Midwives, Board of Certified Direct-Entry
Minerals Commission, Alaska

Municipal Bond Bank Authority, Alaska

Natural Gas Development Authority, Alaska
Natural Resources Conservation &
Development Board

16
14
6
23
state salary range 20A for board
meetings ($210/day); 1/2 Range 20A for
other meetings ($105/day) 1
8
6
state salary range 20A for board
meetings ($210/day); 1/2 Range 20A for
other meetings ($105/day) 8
8
9
9
$100/day 12
20
$100/day 13
5
3
9
7
$300/day 23
6
12
5
7
9
5
8
$200/dan 13
7
5
11
5
7
6



72

73
74
75
76

77
78
79
80

81

82

83
84

85
86
87

88
89
90

91

92
93

94

95
96

97
98
99

100
101

102
103
104

North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission

- Advisory Panel to 9 U.S. Section

North Pacific and Bering Sea Fisheries
Advisory Body

North Pacific Fishery Management Council
North Pacific Research Board

Nursing, Board of

Occupational Safety and Health Review
Board

Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, AK

Optometry, Board of Examiners in
Pacific Marine Fisheries Commission

Pacific Salmon commission, Commissioners

Panel
Pacific Salmon Commission, Northern

Panel

Pacific Salmon Commission,
Transboundary Panel

Parole, State Board of

Permanent Fund Corporation board of
Trustees, AK

Personnel Board

Pharmacy, Board of

Physical Therapy and Occupational
Therapy Board, State

Pioneers' Homes Advisory pnard, Alaska
Police Standards Council, Alaska
Postsecondary Education, Alaska
Commission on

Prince William Sound Oil Spill Recovery
Institute Advisory Board

Professional Counselors

Professional Teaching Practices

Commission
Psychologist and Psychological Associate

Examiners, Board of
Public Offices Commission, AK

Railroad Corporation, Board of Directors of

the AK
Real Estate Appraisers, Board of Certified
Real Estate Commission

Regents, University of Alaska board of
Regulatory Commission of AK

Royalty Oil and Gas Development Advisory

Board, Alaska
Safety Advisory Council, Alaska
Seafood Marketing Institute, Alaska

non-governmental members federal
salary, GS 15-10 ($465/day)

$50/day

salary of $118,000 annually

federal salary, $553/day
federal salary, $553/day

5250/day
S400/day

550/day
5400/day

members receive monthly salaries at
exempt state salary range 26C
(57,142/month); chair at range 27C
(57,402/month)

12
15
20

W oW w

10

14

16



Seismic Hazards Safety Commission,
105 Alaska u

106 Social Work Examiners, Board of 5
107 Student Loan Corporation, Alaska 5
Subsistence Resource Commissions,
108 National Park and Park Monument 63
109 Suicide Prevention Council 15
Uniform State Laws, National conference of
110 Commissioners on 6
111 Veterans Advisory Council, Alaska 13
112 Veterinary Examiners, Board of 5
113 Violent Crimes Compensation Board 3
Water and Wastewater Works Advisory
114 Board 8
Western Interstate Commission for Higher
115 Education 3
Wood-Tickchik State Park Management
116 Council 7
Workers' Compensation Appeals
117 Commission members, except chair, $50/day 5
118 Workers Compensation Board, AK 19
Workforce Investment Board (formerly members and alternates, federal salary,
119 AHRIC), Alaska GS-15 ($360/day) 26
120 Yukon River Panel 19
Total Number of Members on
Boards, Commissions, and
1160

Authorities:

Total Number of Members on
Boards, Commissions, and
Authorities affected by current law: 176
Total Number of Members on

Boards, Commissions, and

Authorities affected by HB 282: 984



10

12

13

14

15
16

17
18

19

20

21

22

Organization
Aerospace Development Corporation
Board of Directors, AK
Alaska Retirement Management Board
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission,

AK
Commercial Fishing and Agriculture Bank

Board of Directors

Fisheries, Board of

Game, Board of

Housing Finance Corporation, AK
Industrial Development and Export
Authority, AK

Knik Arm Bridge and Toll Authority,

Alaska
Mental Health Trust Authority Board of

Trustees, AK
North Pacific Fishery Management

Council
occupational Safety and Health Review

Board

Oil and Gas Conservation Commission,
AK

Pacific Salmon Commission, Northern
Panel

Pacific Salmon Commission,
Transboundary Panel

Parole, State Board of

Permanent Fund Corporation board of
Trustees, AK

Public Offices Commission, AK
Railroad Corporation, Board of Directors
of the AK

Regulatory Commission of AK
Workers Compensation Board, AK

Yukon River Panel

Compensation for Members Other
than Per Diem and Travel

industry/business/public members $100/day
$400/day

exempt state salary range for Juneau, 26C

not to exceed $250/day
state salary range 20A for board meetings
($210/day); 1/2 Range 20A for other meetings

($105/day)
state salary range 20A for board meetings

($210/day); 1/2 Range 20A for other meetings
($1b5/day)
$100/day

$100/day
$300/day

S200/day
non-governmental members federal salary,

GS 15-10 (S465/day)
$50/day

salary of $118,000 annually
federal salary, $553/day

federal salary, $553/day
$250/day

$400/day
S50/day

$400/day

members receive monthly salaries at exempt
state salary range 26C ($7,142/month); chair
at range 27C (57,402/month)

members, except chair, $50/day

members and alternates, federal salary, GS-
15 (5360/day)

Total Number of Members Receiving
Compensation Other than Per Diem and

Travel:

Number
of
Members

©

19

19

176



Alaska State Legislature

Mike Doogan

Representative
District 25, Anchorage

MEMORANDUM

To: Representative Fairclough, Co-Chair

Representative LeDoux, Co-Chair
Members of Community and Regional Affairs Committee

From: Representative Doogan

Date: February 20, 2008
HB 282: An Act relating to eligibility for membership on state boards,
commissions, and authorities.

Re:

During the bill hearing for HB 282 in the Community and Regional Affairs
Committee on Thursday, February 14, a question was raised about the definition of
‘public employee’ and whether members of boards, commissions, and authorities fall

within this definition.

According to Alaska Statute 39.52.960 (20), “public employee” or “employee"
means a permanent, probationary, seasonal, temporary, provisional, or
nonpermanent employee of an agency, whether in the classified, partially exempt, or

exempt service.

Members of boards, commissions, and authorities fall within this definition as stated
in AS. 39.25.110, which concerns definitions of exempt service. According to AS.
39.25 110 (10) members of boards, commissions, and authorities constitute
employees in the exempt service.

If you have any further questions, please contact my aide, Priya Keane at ext. 4998.

716 West 4tl» Avi'iuK-

Capitol
J.inoau AK 99801 Anchorage’ AK 99501
90?-46j -4993 or 800-609-4998 907-269-0216
Fax 907-269-0218

Fax 907-465-4419
Rep.Mike,Doogan(a>legis.state,ak.us



LEGAL SERVICES

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA Stale Capitol
FAX (907) 465-2029 Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Deliveries to: 129 6th St.. Rm. 329

Mail Stop 3101

MEMORANDUM February 13, 2008

SUBJECT: Requested amendment to HB 282
(Work Oru, No. 25-LS1117\C. 1)

TO: Representative Mike Doogan
Attn: Priya Keane

FROM: Alpheus Bullard @)
Legislative Counsel

This memorandum accompanies the amendment you requested.

The amendment excepts a person who would be appointed to a state board, commission,
or authority due to the person's office or position from the operation of the bill's sec. 1.
The amendment is drafted to apply io both a person who might serve "ex officio” and a
person who is an eligible « ididate for appointment due to the person’s elective office.

Please note, (1) if the amendment is not made, there is some legal ambiguity as to

whether a member serving "cx officio" is "appointed,” and (2), that the bill would not
make all legislators (legislators as an example) ineligible for appointment, only those
legislators that had sought nomination or became candidates for elective state or federal

office during the preceding year.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

TL.AB.ljw
08-082. ljw

Enclosure



25-LS1117\C.1

Bullard
2/1308
AMENDMENT
OFFERED IN THE HOUSE
TO: HB 282
1 Page 1 line 7, following "year":
2 Insert ", unless holding a particular elective state or federal office is required by law

3  for appointment”



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

dentifier (file name): HB282-0O0G-EO-2-12-08

Title
Sponsor Representatives Doogan. Kerttula
Requester (H) Community and Regional Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version: HB 282

() Publish D a te

00G
~ Executive Operations
Component Executive Office

Dept. Affected;
RDU

Component Number 6

(Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required

FY 2009 FY 2010

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009

Personal Services
Travel

Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES . o [

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |
FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other Interagency Receipts
TOTAL

0.0 0.0

0.0

0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:

(Attach a separate page it necessary)

Information

Fy 2011  FY2012  FY 2013

0.0 0.0 0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

0.0 0.0 0.0

This proposed legislation will have no fiscal impact on the Executive Office.

Prepared by: Linda Perez, Administrative Director
Division Division of Administrative Services

Approved by: Linda Perez. Administrative Director

Division of Administrative Services

(Reused KVOSVOCaOMBI

Phone 465-3876
Dale/Time 2/12/08 4:45 PM

Date 2/12/2008

Page 1of 1

FY 2014

0.0

0.0






ALASKA STATE H(X SE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Session

Contact:
(907)-465-3719

Inlrrim Address:
FAX# (907H65-3258

3340 Badger Road

North Pole, AK 99705 m State Capitol
(907)-4855725 Room 204
Fax# (907)-488-427

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COCHILL

MEMORANDUM

Date: January 16. 2008

To: Representative Gabnelle I.eDoux, Co-Chair, Community & Regional Affairs
Representative Anna Fairclough, Co-Chair. Community & Regional Affairs

From: Representative John Coghill, ChatO j*V O /'7
House Rules o’

Re: HB 285

Please schedule MB 285 (short title) The Sergeant Irving llernandez, Jr., Act, for a
committee hearing. | liave included a copy of the original bill (25-1.SI 140*A), the

sponsor’s statement, and a sectional.

Thank you.



ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Session
Contact:
Interim Address: (907)'465'3719
1340 Badger Road FAX# (**07)-105-3258
North Pole. AK 99705 State Capitol
Room 214

(907)-488»5725
Fax# (907)-488-4271

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COGHILI.

SPONSOR STATEMENT
1B 285

"An Act relating lu uti optional exenption from municipal property taxes for residences of
widows and widowers of certain members of the armed forces of the United Stales: and

providing that this Act may be known as the Sergeant Irving Hernandez, Jr., Act. "

I'his bill will provide the authority for amunicipality or city, by ordinance, to partially or wholly exempt
from taxation the real property owned and occupied by a widow or widower of a member of the armed
forces of the United States injured while serving on active dut> who was eligible for hostile lire or

imminent danger pay.

Alaska Statute 29.45.u5u (i)(2) provides authority for a municipality to allow a tax exemption on real
property to disabled veterans. This legislation will help relieve some of the financial hardships on the

spouses of members of the armed forces that do not survive their injuries

By request of the Mayor of the Fairbanks North Star Borough, this act will be known as the Sergeant
Irving Hernandez, Jr., Act, and is requested in order to recognize Sergeant Hernandez's widow for the
work she did at the local and state level to bring some financial relief through a real property tax

exemption.

I his bill gives the municipalities the responsibility of including requirements for determining eligibility
for the exemption and a procedure for applying for the exemption



ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Session
Contact:
Interim Address: (907)'465'3719
3340 Badger Road FAX# (VOTMS5-3258
North Pole, AK 99705 State Capitol
Room 214

(907)-488-5725
Fax# (907)-488-4271

REPRESENTATIVE .JOHN COCHILL

SECTIONAL
HB 285

"An Act relating to an optional exemption from municipal property taxes for residences of
widows and widowers of certain members of the armed forces of the United States; and
providing that this Act may be known as the Sergeant Irving Hernandez, Jr., Act. "

Section 1. AS 29.45.050 Optional exemptions and exclusions.
Section 2: AS 29.45.050 is amended by adding a new section:
(s) This new subsection will give authority to a municipality by ordinance to partially or wholly

exempt real property taxation owned or occupied as a permanent place of residence by an
individual who is a widow or widower of a member of the armed forces of the United States

who:

* was injured serving on active dutv while eligible lor hostile tire or imminent danger
pay

* within 90 days dies because of the injury or complications related lo the injury or its
treatment.

The ordinance must include requirements for determining eligibility for the exemption and a
procedure for applying for the exemption.



Sponsored by: Mayor Isuacson & Councilmen Jacobson,
Wilson. McGhee. Small. Taylor, and Welch
Introduced & Adopted: October 1.2007

CITY OF NORTH POLE
RESOLUTION 07- 13

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NORTH POLE URGING THE ALASKA
STATE LEGISLATURE TO AMEND STATE STATUTE TO ALLOW FOR
AN EXEMPTION OF MUNICIPAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR SURVIVING
SPOUSES OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES WHO HAVE LOST

THEIR LIFE IN ACTIVE DUTY COMBAT

WHEREAS, the North Pole City Council and the North Pole community have the
greatest pride and respect for the members of the Armed Forces and strongly support

them; and

WHEREAS, the war in Iraq began on March 20. 2003 and in the years since, thousands
of men and women have made sacrifices for their country and for some the sacrifice has

meant their lives; and

WHEREAS, the sacrifice made by these brave men and women extends to their families
who struggle both emotionally and financially after their death; and

WHEREAS, the war has claimed more than 3700 casualties nationwide. | he statistics
for Alaskans hilled in action as of September 25. 2007 ;ue 15 Alaska residents. 30
soldiers from R. Wainuright. 1from Eielson Air Force Base. 32 from |t Richardson and

5 from Elmendorf Air Force Base, and

WHEREAS, several surviving spouses have chosen to make Alaska their permanent
home; and

WHEREAS. everytiling that can be done should be done to ease the burden placed upon
surviving spouses and their children; and

WHEREAS, asmall way to extend our gratitude to these families is to offer surviving
spouses of military members who have lost their life in combat, an exemption of

municipal property taxes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE || RESOLVED, that the North Pole City Council supports a
change to state statute that would allow for the municipal property tax exemption for the
surviving, un-remarried spouse of a military member killed in active duty combat

BE IT FI RTHEK RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the Honorable
Governor Sarah Palin and the Alaska Interior Delegation,

Cuy oj North Pole

Resdlution 07-13



PASSED AND APPROVED by aduly constituted quorum of the City Council of the
City of North Pole on October |. 2007.

Douglas \V. IsaacsonTMayoQri\Ann

ATTEST:
J M k iMm , lit. (iJs fx i



FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note Number

STATE OF ALASKA

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version HB 285

() Publish Date

Identifier (Fle name) H6285-CED-CRA-01-23-08 Dept Affected DCCED

Title Mum Tax Exemptions Combat Death RDU ™ Comm Asst & Ec Dev
, _ Component - Community & Regional Affairs

Sponsor C(l)_gihlll,L n, Foster, Kawasaki. Ramras

Requester ouse Community & Regional Affairs Component Numbe’ 2879

(Thousands of Dollars)

Expenditures/Revenues
Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

A%Jrop[iation
equired Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY2009 Fy2010 Fy2011  FY2012 FY 2013

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land &Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANCEIN REVENUES ( ) | | | j ~1
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipis
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other Interagency Receipts
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FY 2014

00 00 | 00

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

[ANALYSlSZ (Attache separate page £ necessary)

This legislation would allow municipalities to partially or wholly by ordinance exempt from taxation real property owned
and occupied by a resident a who is the widow or widower of certain members of the armed forces of the United

States The residence must be a permanent place of abode.

This is a local optional properly tax exemption not reimbursable by the State It would have no fiscal impact on the
operations of the division The amount of municipal residential real property potentially subject to this lax exemption is

indeterminate

Phone 907-269 7959

Prspaied by ~ Tara Jollie, Director . (
Division Community and Regional Affairs Date/Time 1/23/08 10:00 AM

Approved by Emil R Notii Commissioner
Commerce, Community and Economic Development

Date 1/23/2008

Kt.nt-i ii/imoo; owai Page lof 1



Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 124

Rep. Sharon Cissna Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Rep. Nancy Dahlstrom C>Chairs

Rep. Mark Neuman Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux
Rep. Kurt Olson (907) 465-3882 FAX 465-4956
Rep. Woodie Salmon Rep. Anna Fairclough

(907) 465-3777 FAX 465-2819

COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

Date: January 31, 2008
To: Legislative Legal Services
Cc: Renee Limoge, CRA Committee Aide to Representative Fairclough

From Sonya Hymer, CRA Committee Aide to Representative LeDoux

Re: Committee Substitute to HB 285

I would like to order aCommittee Substitute to HB 285, making the following changes:

Page 1, Lines 2-3: delete

, and providing that this Act may be known as the Sergeant Irving
Hernandez, Jr., Act

Page 1, Lines 12-13: delete
, Within 90 days after receiving the injur

A mark-up of the bill is attached showing the changes.

Thanks.






Representative M

ary Sattler 9{e(son

State Capitol «Juneau, Alaska 99801 -1182
Phone:(907)465-4942 < Fax:(907)465-4589
Rep. Mary.Nelson@legis. state. ak. us

House District 38
Yukon Kuskokivim Delta

Akiacltak
Akiak
Atmautluak
Bethel
Chefornak
Eek
Goodnews Bay
Kasigiuk
Kipnuk
Kongigartak
Kwethluk
Kwlgtllingok
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MEMORANDUM

TO: tative Anna Fairclough, Co-Chair
fpresentative Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-Chair
1/ House Community and Regional Affairs Com; .ee

FROM: "Y \J $ ” esentat've Mary Nelson
RE: House Bill 308 Hearing Request
DATE: February 15, 2008

This Memo is to request a Community & Regional Affairs Committee
nearing for House Bill 308 establishing an Alaska Heating Assistance
Program within the Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS)
to expand eligibility for Alaska residents for home heating assistance
to the extent funds are appropriated by the legislature for this purpose.
The program is specifically in addition to the federal Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).

| urge quick action and support of this legislation.
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Sponsor Statement

HB 308
"An Act establishing a state heating assistance program in addition to the

federal heating assistance program.” by Rep. Mary Nelson

House Bill 308 establishes the Alaska Heating Assistance Program within the
Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) to expand eligibility for
Alaska residents for home heating assistance to the extent funds are
appropriated by the legislature for this purpose. The program is specifically in
addition to the federal Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program

(LIHEAP).

It is a continuing irony that while high oil prices have enriched the state of
Alaska’s treasury, Alaskan citizens (especially those residing in rural areas)
suffer from the ever-increasing burden of fuel costs.

HB 308 will help by distributing fuel assistance to those most in need.
Currently, Alaskrns earning under 150% of the federal poverty guideline are
eligible for the federal LIHEAP assistance program. HB 308 will serve those
with a gross household income between 150-175% of the federal poverty

guidelines for Alaska.

DHSS will administer the program, adopt regulations to carry out the
program’s purpose, and coordinate payments from other heating assistance

programs to avoid duplicate payments.

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to call our office.



ary Satt(er9{e(son

Stale Capitol «Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182
Phone:(907)465-4942 « Fax:(907)465-4589

Rep. Mary.Nelson<8)legis.state. ak. us

Representative M

House District 38
Yukon KuskokwimDelta
Adadxak

Akiak

Atrmeutiuak

Chefornak

Goodnews Bay

Kasigluk
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Sectional Analysis
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Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program

In 2006 Alaska provided over 10,700 households with financial heating
assistance. HB 308 would allow an average LIHEAP grant of $780 per
winter to be distributed to an estimated 2500 additional households.

Families receiving LIHEAP assistance have incomes below 150% of the
federal poverty level. However the majority of recipients fall well below
the cap. 42% are under 75% of poverty, 28% between 75 and 100% and

30% are in the 101-150% category.

In FY08 the Federal contribution to Alaska LIHEAP was $10.7 million
with an additional $7.6 million in emergency contingency funding.

Payments are made directly to energy providers by the State or Tribal
Organization program administrators.

Alaska LIHEAP helps the most vulnerable citizens, disabled (40%), elderly
(15%) and children under 5 (38%).

LIHEAP is an established program (since 1981) so instead of creating a
new program to assist it makes more sense to add money to an existing

program.

State LIHEAP contribution in Alaska should not be looked at as
welfare rather it is attempting to share the State’s wealth from high oil
prices with Alaskans hardest hit by those prices. There is no reason why
when crude oil prices are the highest and the state is the richest that the
poorest individuals and most hard hit by subsequent high heating oil prices
should be left in the cold and dark
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E ffects of Rising U tility Costs on Alaska Households

By BeirSaylorandShartiian Haley

"ouschadlds in remote mid places face utility aosts

50% higher now than in 2000 In Anchorage those

.oosts are up BFoand in other large or roadksystemn
communities about & FHgure | shons

The shere ol househald income going to utilities is aso up
Utility costs m urban and rural aress are now amywhere front
about F6to 1% af income lor the typical househald

[ luse ae median figures lor &l househdds Llililles lake a
nmuch bigger shere of income among low-incorme househadds
Utility costs now amount to nore then a thud d income
among lowincome househdds in remoic places.

These ae among the findings of an M Ramalysis of how ns-
ngenergy prices have imreasad utility costs lor Alaska house-
holds since 2000 By 'utility costs' we meen oosts o heat,
eledriaty, and water and sewn syvestx We divided Alada
conmunities into tluce legon-. I tsad on then sire and lota
non. A mgp on the back pege showns the a e in tacit region

The 2000 oosts we use are amnual out-of-pocket costs Alas-
ka househalds reported in ihe spring 2000 U S cemaus ke
spring 20i)o figures ae IMR estirates lor 1 ie sare house-
holds. besed on inorease, in energy prices since the censLs

Utility aosts were higher tostart with and heveinoreesed nore
in renote daoes because they rely nostly an these for hedling
houses and generating poner Anchorage anti alew other daces
have aocess to natural gss (See nep. pece 2) both ded ad
netural ggs prices ae up shaly, but desdl is suli nore expent
sSve Househdds paid on arage four limes nore for these
then lor ges in 2005, measured by energy comtrii iFiguic 2L

Incomesin rentte aress ae aso lower, which exacartetestre
effect of higher utility* costs Sous nat surprising tliai Alaskans
in rerote plait - use less househad energy—roughly hall e
nmuch per person as places with natural ges tHgure 3.

The inside peges shew nore about energy and Utility oosts
rm 10 Ut Utility cosis i perspedive, icmombel ilicy’re only
.iloanoft'td housing costs—and total housing aosts ac Sgr
nilic.truly higher in Aada bee hack pege) Also, highet
energy prices directly affod transportation tosis and indirectly
dl; & many othci costs A& only report effedts on utility costs

And income” here indudes only cash Pubdic prograns thet
help househalds pay medical, housing, or oilier costs dsoeffec-
tively add in househdd incames. Sdo the wiid heh and garre
nary Alaskans harvest HLt the value ol such non-cash <ontri
huiinns doesrit show up in iradnonal mooine eesiiies

University of Alaska Anchorage ¢ October 2006
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Figure 1. Utility Costs for Alaska Households,
Spring 2000 and Spring 2006
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Figure 2. Prices Households Pay
for Natural Gas and Diesel, 2005
(In Hi.liars per minion BTI
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Figure 3. Estimated Annual Energy
Consumption lor Household Uses, Per Person
(Brergy from All Souraes, Cn.cited to bards d Qll)
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Figure 4. How Do Alaskans Heal Their Houses?
(Share of Households Using Various Energy Sources)

Oilier large or Remote
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Harrow
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aAny foil type nol specified Soirees of hral include naiural gas, pnili,ine, i-U-cliicily, diesel.

coal, svood. and solar energy
Source: 2000 U S census

A nalysis Regions and Data Sources

Our besdline data aie from the 2000 federd cersus, and we
Oefined utilities the way the U S Gansus Bureau does: deane-
ry, heating luds, and water and sewer systens But andlysts
dont all agree about what should be considered a8 "iiluies

Our ardlyss regans are besed on five Alaska regons de
US Garsus Bureau uses for reporting detailed househdd in-
lormation—Public Use Microdala Aress, which group com
nmunities besed on Sce and pioxuuity to road systens e
combined the five into three: (1) Anchorage; (2) other large
or roed-system communities; and (3) renote communities A
nmep on the badk pege shows the regans

W\& report median household utility costs—thet s, the mid-
point figure, with half of households spending more and hall
spendingless e report those medians lor all househdds ad
for the weslthiest and the poorest househdds Our deta onen-

prices core fromanumber of sources, dited in the figuies
and listed on the back pece

Weé usad figures Ironi die 2000 U5 oarels ad the 2006
Arerican Coinmund) Sunvey to csiiniaie danges in house
hold incore.
biiurcfs or Emrgi

Natural ggsand desdl are the two big sources d enargy Alas-
kas e For heating, househdds use ges or desd directly
Hectricity is nostly generated either with ggs m desd, de
‘perding on Which is avallabe (For sore lorvs, mostly in
southeast Alaska, liydr ipov er gonetates el tin uyl Waier ad
«ang Utilities aso gt the power they need fromges or diesd

Natural ggs hem Cock Inlet fields is available in Anchorage
and sare (bin not all) paces on the Kerai Peninsula to die
south and the Mai-Su Borough to the north Sone Fairbanks
Househdds uee liquified natural gestl MCA which is trucked
in. itul Barroyv hes aocess io ges from local wells

Other Alaska communities idy main!) <ndesd. Hgure 4
shows how households heet ihetr houses Only in Anchor-
ae do nicsi hegt with ges In remote places about 8%0 d
households use diesd, as do more than half t larger or
toad-system communities.

The mejority of Alaskans—about 85%—live in Anchorage
and other large o road-systam conrunities and 15% m re-
note places (Hgure 5)

Panow hes ac0ess +o naluial gas I:nm |.xal wells

Figure 5. Where Do Alaskans Live?
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Figure 6. Increase in Natural Gas Prices
For Anchorage Households, 2000-2006
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Figure 7. Increase in I'riccs of Diesel for Home
Heating, Per Gallon, Fall 2000 \Winter 2003
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Figure 8. Range of Diesel Prices for Home
Heating. Pet Gallon. Winter 2003
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Rising Energy Cosis

Nuur.il gis prices in Anchorage and desd price- in reunite
paoes inoreased roughly the sarme percerntage in recart years
Ancharage househadlds paid nearly twice as much for netural
ges mearly 2006 asin 2000 (FHgure 6) Diesd prices inoreased
83%in icmote areas hom fall 2000 through winter 2006 (Fig-
ue 7). Data on leptetnbci 2006 diesd prices, cdlected by



the Alaska Division o Community Advocacy in anumber of
remote places, shoned continuing increases in desdl prices

And desd prices have gone up nore in renote daces than
in places doser to roeds, because prices customers pay indude
the additional costs of transporting fuel and maintaining com:
munity storage tanks

U prices dso vary a lat anmong renmote places In winle
2005, prices varied from alow of $1 80 per gallon anong
North Sope communities to 55.40 in Hughes, in ihe Interior
(Houre 8). The average price in renmote places wes $3.30.

North Sape \illages are among the atels most reote com:
munities, hut they pay lower prices because the borough
government subsidises residentia fue oosts. In other daces
considered "rermote,” sone are much nore remote than athers
—spthe costs of getting fuel to themare higher. Also, the price
househdds pay varies by when the fuel wes purchesed and how
long the community supply bought & a
spedific time Iets

Blectricity laies have dso inoreased,
but not as much The rate lor custom:
ers of Anchorages largest dedric: tility
wes up 28% between Merch 2000 ad = -
March 2006 Many rermote commtum
tics recaive Poner Gost Equalizatio—a
date program that subsidizes electricity
oosts in paoes thet generate electricity
mainly with desdl. In those places, rates
went up 40% between 2000 and 2005.
even taking the subbsidy into acoourt
Poor and W ealthy Households

Hgure 10 looks & how utility coels
and shares of income going to Utilities
changed since 2000 anong the dates
wedlthiest and poorest households—de
2%60f househalds & the top of ihe in-
care range and the 20%a the bottom

Alaskans with lowa incomes sperd
lessfor utilities than wedlthid residents,
because they live in seller houses o
apartments with iewer anmenities

In Anchorage and other urben places, many poor house
hads rent ad arc nore likely io heat with eledtricity, Ihats
an exqensive way to heat—but snce prices for cleaned)
didn't increese as much as prices of naturdl ges Utility oosts
lor poor househalds in urban aress didn't inorease &s much &8
iol weslthy househdds.

In remote aress, pegple with lower incomes are often home-
owners who heat with desdl In those places, poor house*
" rids saw their annual utility oosts increase 60%

Gosts for wedlthier househdds statewide were higher to Stait
with and went up more—ecause Alaskans with nore mon-
ey generally live in bigger houses ihat require nore negt a'd
electricity Dollar aosts for the wealthier househalds in urban
aesswent up 33%to 45%ard in rerrote aress 5%

Bu even though dollar oodts for niiluies arc higher among
wealthy househdds, utility codts take amuch bigger shere of

[l 2000

2006

Anmboae

Slure ul
Zai'i income

Oilier large or
rund-v/siem
communities

Renae

communities

Shaie ol
2005 income

Poorest Households

Figure 9. Increase in Electricity Prices,
Rural Communities and Anchorage
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Figure 10. Median Utility Costs for Poorest and
Wealthiest Households, 2000 and 2006

(Hollom 20% and Top 20% of Alaska Households)
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the smeller incomes of poor househdds. Thats espeaal!) true
in rermote places, where incomes ae loaest Utility oodts take
front 8%t0 359 Of the income of poor househdds hut about
2%t0 4% anmong wealthy Housahdds.

Tot.a1 Hot sing Costs

This andlysis looks |us a changing ut.luy oosts, but lliere
ac of course olhci housing costs—mortgeges and tent pay
nmonts being the biggest  Utility costs ae higher m renrote
aress, but total housing aosts ac higher in urban arees Most
urban homeoaners have nortgages, while maeny homeowners
mtenote placesdon’i Land values arc higher in larger towns,
ard houses lend to be bigger and have nore arenities

Hgure 11 shows that as of 2000. total housing costs Weic
60% higher in Anchorage than in renote places We didn't
estimete how total housing oosts have changed sSince 2000.
hut we know theyve gone up—since house prices, properly
laxes, and other costs are dso up



Figure 11 TotaI_Household Housin_g Costs, 2000
(Median of Utility and All Cther Housing Gosts !
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W hat's A head?

Its not news to Alaskans thet they're paying nmore to heet
their houses and run their freezers than they did a few years
ap Many hae probably done things like lowering their
thermostats and increasing the insulation in thelr houses. We
werent adle to estimate how househdd eneigy Lse mey have
chenged &s energy prices rose

hut economic studies tell us that Arericans’ energy Ue is
relatively inglastic—thet mearns they typically don't cut their
energy Use much, evenwhen prices are rising Sto pay their
energy bills, sone may try to reduce what they “yoend on other
dungs, vir work longer hours

Sone jusi arent paying their utility bills—which hes a
cascading effect a1 utilities and businesses they one morey,.
e largest utility 1 rural Alaska said in late 2006 that it wes
considering cutting off electricity lor hundreds of customers
who hadn't peid their bills.

I ligher energy pric.a have dsodirectly increased transporta-
tion costs (and increased meny other costs indirectly)—which

Data Sources
0 X Census Ituaou

?0001! S census

2005 Amencin (liiir.riu.mty Survey
Alaska Housing f m.nue Corpoialicn
Rryi.Lunry Guwr.iwusr. of Alaska
Ciiopcralivt t ueirsusi Service. LA
f.mta Natural lias Company
f .1tadike- K.uural Gas Com|,..ny
tlaiii'w Utilities and Murine

I ifttiu  A*a»auiuiri

Miiidjal light atlRvei
ALi>kj hnergy Authuriiy
Amborage Water ami

WhstrviV.lcr Utility

Alaska Pciuuncnt Pund Pivivoii

I ukr and Peninsula

Aleutians West

we havent talked about in this summary. Higher utility and
transportation costs afed budgets not only of households
but of businesses, local governments, and schoals too

There are date federal, and private prograns thai provide
nmunicipal grants, community loans, and other energy assis-
tance to househdds and comunities Dmsuch aid progras
come and go ad funding changes from year to year—and
in any case they cant resove the persistent issLe for sl
communities where cash incomes are low and costs arc high
A few rural communities are investigating the use of wind
power to generate eledtriaty.

Where energy prices will go from here is unpredictable.
By fdl 2006. worldwide prices of oil and natural ges hed
dropped considerably from their recert highs. Bt energy
prices are notoriously volatile—as Alaskans have seen mary
tunes—and the link be' "een world energy pnees and con-
surer prices for prod s like desd ae neither direct nor
instantaneous. It seens unlikely that utility costs arc going to
drop nmuch any lime soon

anhissumraryfspart’Ofm ongoing ISER study of (he
fpric nf lilohpr itiiniv.1/«iicic m vAIno 1" TKi>
of the I/.'SiiDepartncm of Agriculture,; Palmer d
Edilpr Und.i Uask Jijp
jStaphlcs ClenoKb Amja Mtmll

E m. f - m4-til? 1

For nat: information about energy and many otha issues
of interest to Alaskans, visit ISERS W& site at:
ww\v.iscr.uaa.alaska.cdu
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Representative Mary Nelson
‘miilt* Capitol « Juneau, Alaska 99801
Phone; 165-4942* FAX: 465-4589
1-800-323-4942

Alaska Legislature

Dear Senators and Representatives:

Our people are facing an energy crisis of monumental proportions. Fuel prices
arc high and electric rates keep increasing due to high diesel costs. A few of our utilities
arc faced with shutting down during this winter due to these high prices in order to
conser. e fuel. Families are faced with choosing to stay warm, hunting for food or paying
bills. Delinquency rates in some many of our MUD housing projects are at an all time
high as well as fuel and store credit accounts in many of our village stores due to the

energy crisis. We need a solution!

On behalfof the 56 tribes of the Association of Village Council Presidents of
southwestern Alaska and the local village utilities in the region, we arc writing to request
you to provide for a rural Alaska villagefuel subsidy’, a waiver on taxes, surcharges
and excise taxes onfuel. We also request that current anti planned capital projects be
placed on a fast track for 2008 and a priority for local village hire be placed on all state
funded capital projects in rural Alaska villages. Projects to improve the efficiency of
diesel generators or other electrical generation related projects should also be made a
priority in the capital budget. In addition there needs to he consideration for renewable
energy legislation for policy and planning development and capital project
implementation on a regional and local level, including incentives for private investment
and partnerships in renewable energy resource and project dev elopment.

A recent study by the State ol Alaska Division of Community Advocacy (D( A)
Analysis staff of retail heating fuel aid gasoline prices titled “Community Conditions:
Fuel /rices across Alaska " (DCA -005) demonstrated the prices in the region were well
beyond the national average. In some villages approaching $8.00 a gailon for heating
fuel m the winter of 2007. The report stated that significantly increased fuel and energy
costs combined with high unemployment rates, limited local economic bases, and local
governments struggling to prov ide basic local sen ices present comprehensive challenges

for communities and households.

I he 2005 DC A report states, “While avariety ol funding programs exist to address
the short term fuel challenge, long term strategics remain elusive when considering die
prognosis of predictable and sustainable energy <osts Seeking long term solutions to the
current fuel ehallenge will likely include acombination of greater fuel supply and examining,
the most cost effective strategies for transportation and storage m order to de velop
appropriate local bulk fuel infrastructure, reduce transportation costs, and increase local
human capital \nother long term solution may be alternative energy development that

can elisplac< fossil fuel cons'mption. (Emphasis added)



Letter to Alaska Legislature
Page 2

High costs of living impact on regional income, poor salmon runs and
competition from international markets on local fisheries high dependency on
government grants, high energy costs, fuel shortages combined with high fuel costs,
inadequate transportation and energy infrastructure, high unemployment; all of which are
symptomatic of basic economic and community problems the region is faced with today.
These present very comprehensive challenges requiring initiatives that involve the kind

of support we are asking of you today.

Local residents in our largest community of Bethel remark that it is becoming
more important to have more than onejob in the household to help w'th raising a family.
Costs of basic necessities are constantly increasing. Recently the City of Bethel has been
considering raising rates for water and sewer to the point where a family of four would
have to pay upwards of $1,000 a month for these services. Currently a 300 gallon heating
fuel tank is over $1,000 to fill at current prices. Fuel in many villages is approxima'ely
$8.00 gal. and electricity is near 450 per kwh compared to 60 per kwh in the Anchorage
area. Air travel from alower Yukon village may cosi $456 round trip to Bethel and $754

to Anchorage.

We respectfully ask for your consideration of our request to find solutions to the
energy crisis our villages are facing.

Sincerely,

ASSOCIATION OF VILLAGE COT UCIL PRESIDENTS

— C-
MyrbryP. Naneng. Sr.
President/CEO

AVCP REGIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY

ci m c
Ronald B. llolTman
President/CEO

YUKON RUSKQKWIM HEALTH CORPORATION

Ger e Peltola
Pr&sident/CEC)

CALJSTA CORPORATION

Matthew Nicolai
President/C’'EO

Enclosure ( Tundra Drums rural village fuel price survey)
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Kvan I'hutink and (Jknda Krautit lived in
Amhotagc onct. Chunak worked fur a time
a* an alcohol addiction coumclor, am] K riO dt
haJ ajob ai aFlead Sian preckhimI.

Then thcu ion, Bruce,w » bom, ami they
began 10 rethink their life in the city They
had thru arm* education to ihm k about, for
one, and hit vafcty

I'hrdniM on waiancoi one they moved
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Alaska Commission on Aging
POSITION PAPER ON:

Energy and Fuel Assistance

Issue and Background:

With the price ot oil approaching $100 per barrel, Alaskans are faced with escalating costs of fuel for
their homes and vehicles. The West Coast average spot price for a barrel of Alaska North Slope (ANS)
crude oil climbed to a new record in November 2007, reaching $92.98, a 71% increase over November
2006 spot prices. According to the Alaska Department of Commerce, Community and Economic
Development (DCCED) Division of Community' and Regional Affairs (DCRA), “Increased energy- prices
have benefited the State of Alaska through increased treasury revenues while simultaneously burdening
households, small businesses, and communities - especially in remote locations."

According to a January 2007 DCCED/DCRA report on fuel prices across Alaska, the average cost of
heating fuel statewide in November 2006 was $3.99, and the average cost of agallon of gasoline was

$4 .34, with substantial regional price differences. This represented a 15% increase in the cost of heating
fuel over the previous year, and a 13% increase in the cost of gasoline during the same period. By
November 2007, heating fuel averaged $4.35 per gallon, and gasoline $4.54. In spite of the increased
cost of crude oil, DCRA noted that heating fuel and gasoline retail prices remained relatively stable from
June 2007 to November 2007. However, over the previous two-vear period, heating fuel costs increased

by 25% and gasoline costs by 19% per gallon.

The percentage of house iold income which must be spent on energy costs is growing, particularly for
seniors and others with \odest incomes. In 2006, according to the Institute for Social and Economic

search, households in remote communities spent an average of $4,683 or ten percent of their
household income on utility costs (heat, electricity, water, and sewer). For many senior hout -olds, such

costs would comprise far more than ten percent of their income.

Alaska’s Heatm", Assistance Program (I IAP) provides some financial assistance with home heating fuel
costs to households with incomes up to 150% of the Alaska poverty level (for example, $1,596 for a
single-person household or $2,140 for a two-person household). This program distributes funds from
the federal Low-Income lleating and Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). A number of tribes also

distribute LIHEAP funds to Alaskans.

Over the five-year period from FY 2003 through FY 2007. senior households have grow n as a percentage
of households served by the Ileating Assistance Program, from 21.7% to 25.1%. The total number of
senior households served increased by 24 percent during this period, more than three times as fast as the
total households served. The average household grant through the program varies from year to year; in

IT 2007, it was $742.69.

According to an Alaska AARP member survey in November 2006, 83 percent of respondents reported
that their utility bills had increased during the previous year, and 47 percent stated that they had
lowered their home heating due to these increased costs. This is especially alarming because seniors’
health may be compromised in an underheated environment.

I
. hergj & Fuel Assistance”

ACOA Position Paper
February 2008



R ecom m endation:

The Alaska Commission on Aging supports legislation or budget increments designed to increase HAP or
1EAP funding and to otherwise provide energy and fuel cost subsidies to Alaskans.

cinergy & Fuel Assistance”
ACOA Position Paper
February 2008



CROWLET

State Capitol, Room 415 February 28, 2008
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Rep. Nelson,

This is to offer Crowley Petroleum Distributions wholehearted support for HB
308.

Crowley Marine supplies fuel to approximately 200 communities in Western
Alaska and the Yukon/Kuskokwim River systems. Crowley also provides heating
fuel along Alaska’s highways from Anchorage to Valdez and as far north as

Fairbanks.

While high oil prices have brought prosperity to the State of Alaska, they are
causing extreme hardship in many of the cc nmunities Crowley serves. Remote
Alaska has been hit with a higher base fuel costs and higher transportation
costs. The rate of increases rises with distance to the customer.

Energy costs in remote areas consume up to 30 % of household incomes as

opposed to 8 % of income in households near Alaskan refineries. While higher
crude prices have been a boon to the State of Alaska and select industries, the
typical heating fuel customer has endured a rapid rise in home heating expense.

HB 308 would help alleviate these costs through a mechanism that supplements
the established federal LIHEAP program. 29 states across the country have
adopted similar programs as a way of addressing the most distressed
customers.

The relative cost of this approach is far less than other energy dividend or
subsidy proposals. It also has appeal in that it applies to low income families
across all regions of the state.

Thank you for taking the initiative on this important issue.

Mark Smith

PETHOLEL*M [>ISrPIBU"ION
201 ARCTIC SLOPE AVENUE + ANCHORAGE + ALASKA + 96518 » 007 777 5505

»wv. crowlay com



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: HB 308

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
Benefit Cost Assumptions:

» The department estimates an additional 2,500 households will quality under the higher income
limits for the new state-funded Heating Assistance Program. Note: Information about the
number of qualifying households with income between 150% and 175% of the federal poverty
guidelines for Alaska is limited and difficult to project. Costs associated with this new
program would need to be reevaluated as we gain experience in administering it.

» The average annual heating assistance grant will be S780 per household.

Total Annual Benefit Costs: are estimated to be SI1,950.0 (2500 households x S780/year)

Administrative Cost Assumptions:

» Two Eligibility Technicians (Range 13) and one Administrative Clerk 11 (Range 8) will be
needed to manage the increased applications and workload resulting from more households
applying for heating assistance. These positions are responsible for providing customer

service, communicating with applicants and vendors, verifying applicant information, and
making the eligibility decision. The positions are seasonal and work up to eight months each

year (Sept. - April)
Modifications to DPA's Heating Assist:-ice management information system (HAS) are
needed to facilitate the implementation of the higher income limits, and to track eligibility and

benefit issuance for the new state-funded program separately from the federally-funded

LIHEAP program.
 Information about the availability of the new program, revisions to the application, community

education and outreach will begin in August 2008.

Total Annual Administrative Costs: $153.8

* Personal Services: $117.3 (salary’ and benefits for 3 seasonal positions)
* Contractual: $24.0 (annual cost for information technology, telecommunication, office space,

phones)
* Supplies: $12.5 (program materials and office supplies*

Additional One-Time Start-Up Costs for FY 09: $224.8
* Equipment Supply. $21.0 (one-time cost of$ IT; desktop computers, printers and work stations for

three new positions
4 Contractual: S50.0 (one-time cost of $50.0 for modifications to the Heating Assistance

management information system)
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25-LS1294\A.2
Bullock/Mischcl
3/10/08

AAM ENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE
TO: HB 308

Page 1, line 14
Delete "Duties."

Insert "Powers and Duties, (a)"

Page 2, following line 6:

Insert new subsections to read:
"(b) The department may develop a regional Alaska heating assistance

program for the administration of AS 47.25.621 - 47.25.625 to provide home heating
assistance in a uniform and cost-effective manner in aregion of this state if an Alaska
Native organization is authorized to implement a federally approved tribal family
assistance plan that includes that region and has been awarded an Alaska Native
family assistance grant for a program that includes that region for the applicable fiscal
year under AS 47.27.200.

(c) The department may award contracts to implement a program developed
under (b) of this section. A contract authorized for delivery of home heating assistance
under a regional Alaska heating assistance program under (b) - (g) of this section is
exempt from the competitive bid requirements of AS 36.30 (State ProcurementCode).

Subject to appropriation, a contract under this section must be in an amount that
representsa fair and equitable share of the money appropriated for the Alaska healing
assistance program under AS 47.25.621 - 47.25.625 to serve the state residents
specified in (b) of this section. The authority provided under (b) - (g) of this section to
contract is in addition to the authority to contract in AS 47.05.015 or other law.

(d) The department may award a contract under this section only to an
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organization that
(1) has been awarded an Alaska Native family assistance grant under

AS 47.27.200 for aprogram that includes that region;
(2) agrees to administer home heating assistance under AS 47.25.621 -

47.25.625 to state residents in the region; and
(3) agrees to implement an appeals process as described in (f) of this

section.

(e) Records pertaining to recipients of home heating assistance under a
contract awarded under (b) - (g) of this section have the same confidential protections
as arc provided to recipients of assistance from Alaska Native family assistance grants
under AS 47.27.200.

(0 Notwithstanding AS 47.25.624. an organization that receives a contract
under this section shall provide an appeals process to applicants for or recipients of

home heating assistance covered by the contract awarded under (b) - (g) of this
section. The appeals process must be the same as the method available under
AS 47.25.024, except that the decision reached shall be considered a recommended

decision to the department. Within 30 days after receiving a recommended decision,

the department shall review the recommended decision and issue a decision accepting

or rejecting the recommended decision. If the department rejects the recommended
decision, the department shall independently review the record and issue its final
decision. The linal decision of the department on the matter is appealable to the courts
of this state.

(g) If the department establishes a regional Alaska heating assistance program
and awards a contract to provide home heating assistance under (b) - (g) of this
section, a person applying for home heating assistance under AS 47.25.621
47.25.625 in the region of the state covered bv the regional home heating assistance
program may obtain home heating assistance from the department only through the

organization designated by the department to serve the region."

Page 2, line 18:

Delete "An"



25-LS 1294VA.2

Insert "Except as provided in AS 47.25.623(f)* an"



LEGAL SERVICES

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS JENCY
(907) 460-386 7or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA
FAX (907) 465 2029
Mail Stop 3101

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

MEMORANDUM March 11,2008

SUBJECT: Cross-reference correction in amendment A.2 as incorporated into
CSHB 308(CRA) (Work Order No. 25-LS 1294\C)

O: Representative Gabrielle LeDoux
Attp: Sonya Hymef
vUf
FROM: Donald M. Bullock Jr.

Legislative Counsel

Enclosed is CSHB 308(CRA) that includes the incorporation of amendment A.2 to
HB 308.

When inserting the amendment into the committee substitute, 1 corrected an erroneous
cross-reference in the last line of the amendment. The correct cross-rcfcrence is to
AS 47.25.622(f), which provides for the appeals process to be conducted by the entity
that puvides home heating assistance under a regional Alaska heating assistance

program.

| also corrected an internal reference in AS 47.25.622(f) to refer to the subsections added
by the amendment, i.e. "(b) - (g) of this section.”

If 1may be of further assistance, please advise.
DMB:ljw
08-144.1jw

Enclosure
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AARP Alaska

March 10.2008

The Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-Chair

House Community mC Regional Affairs Committee
Alaska State Capitol, Room 411

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

The Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-Chair
House Community and Regional Affairs Committee
Alaska State Capitol, Room 412
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
HB 308 (Nels jn)— Support

Dear Co-Chairs Fairclough and LeDoux:

On behalf of the members of AARP in Alaska, we urge you and your colleagues on the
House Community and Regional Affairs Committee to support HB 308, authored by
Representative Mary Nelson and co-sponsored by your Committee colleague
Representative Woodie Salmon and Representatives Bob Buch and Beth Kerttula.

Several states supplement the federal funding for the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP). Alaska does not.

HB 308 would raise eligibility for financial assistance with heating bills from 150% of
the federal poverty level to 175%. For asingle person, the eligibility level would go rrom
$19,500 to $22,750. For a couple, eligibility would rise from $26,250 to $30,625. This
is the same eligibility standards that the Legislature recently adopted for the Alaska
Senior Benefits Program.

The current Alaska Heating Assistance Program considers eligibility on avariety of
factors. Income is only one consideration. Household size, the source of heat, the
community one lives in, type ofresidence, etc., arc all factors that are used to determine
eligibility. The stipend, in most cases, goes to the utility provider, not the individual. HB
308 would only raise the income eligibility level. The other factors in determining
whether ahousehold will receive assistance would still apply.

You know from your own heating bills what hes happened over the past few years. More
and more Alaskans are having trouble with their heating costs.

From October to December, 2007, we surveyed our members in Alaska. The results on
our questions on energy costs reinforce our interest in supporting HB 308.

301 CSredt, Site 140 | Adhorace, AK 99808 | tdll-free 836-27-7447 | 07-341-2270 fa* | toll-free 877-434- 7308 TTY
Marie F Sith. Presidart [ William D Novelll, Chief Exeautive Officer | wiwaarp.orglek
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ACTION TAKEN <20k  20k-50k 50k-75k 75k+
Lowered home heat substantially 58%  47% 38% 31%
Cut down on use of appliances 49%  32% 23% 22%
Cut back on necessities 46%  28% 18% 8%
(defined as food and medicine)
Closed off part of home 0%  17% 10% 13%
Turned offbeat in home 16%  10% 5% 7%
Used kitchen range as heater 12% 8% 3% 1%
Stopped using appliances 10% 7% 3% 2%

This survey vias conducted of AARP members. Our members tend to have higher
educational levels and higher incomes than the overall Alaska population over age 50. It
is logical to expect that the general population over age 50 are having even more
problems with urility bills.

On average, older people spend 90% of their time in their homes. They can’t (and
shouldn’t) turn down their thennostat during the day. AARP believes that HB 308 will
enable more lower income Alaskans to get at least some minimum assistance with their
heating bills. We hope it will also result in less dangerous and less healthy behaviors by
citizens trying to cut their utility costs.

AARP recommends an “AYE" vote on HB 308.

Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me (586-
3637) or Patrick Luby, AARP Advocacy Director (907-762-3314).

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Marie Darlin, Coordinator

AARP Capital City Task Force
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506
Juneau, AK 99801

586-3637 (voice)

463-3580 (fax)

CC: Representative Nancy Dahlstrom Representative Woodie Salmon
Representative Sharon Cissna Representative Mary Nelson
Representative Mark Neuman
Representative Kurt Olson



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version. CS HB 308 (CRA)

() Publish Date:

ID(File name) HB308CS(CRA)-DHSS-EAP-03-13-08 Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services
Title HEATING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM RDU Public Assistance
Component Energy Assistance Program

Sponsor NELSON

Requester HOUSE FIN Component No. 226
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
Appropriation
Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013  FY 2014
Personal Services 117.3 117.3 1173 117.3 117.3 117.3
Travel
Contractual 74.0 24.0 240 240 240 24.0
Supplies 125 125 125 125 12.5 125
Equipment 21.0
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 1.950.0 1,950.0 1.950.0 1.950.0 1.550.0 1,950 0
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 2,1748 0.0 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I

CHANGE INREVENUES (0) |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 2.174.8 2,103.8 2.103.8 2,103.8 2.103.8 2,103 8
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 2,174.8 0.0 2,103.8 2,103.8 2.103.8 2,103.8 2,103 8
Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:
POSITIONS
Full-time 3 3 3 3 3 3
Part-time |
Temporary | [
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separa'e page if necessary)
llouse Bill 308 establishes a slate-ltincleil |leating Assistance Program lor hoi;scholds u nit incomes
Iniween I50wand 175".. ol'lhe federal poverty guidelines lot \laska 1' proposed stale-lundcd

program is intended to serve households that do not quality lot the ledeiall)-funded L.ow-Income Home
fnergy Assistance Program (111 IfAP), which limits household income to 150"i. of the federal poverty

guidelines for Alaska.

(Continued on Page 2)

Prepared by: Ellie Fitziarrald. Division Director Phone 465-5847

Division Pub.’c Assistance Date/Time 03/11/2008

Approve d by  Karleen Jackson. Commissioner Dale 03/13/2008

Agency Department ot Health and Social Services

m’*)»i\ D\R Page 1ot 3



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: CS HB 308 (CRA)

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
Administration and funding lor the federally-funded LIHEAP is shared by the State and Alaska

Native organizations that operate Tribal Energy Assistance Programs. Last heating season, over
13,000 households in Alaska received help from the state and Tribal programs.

CS MB 308 includes the program flexibility afforded in the federal LIHEAP program that allows

Tribal entities to operate energy assistance programs. The bill gives the department the option
to contract with Alaska Native organizations running Tribal energy assistance programs, and to
provide a fair and equitable share of the appropriations for the state-funded program to serve

households in the Tribal program's service aress.

General Assumptions:

» We assume the new state-funded program will operate the same as the existing Heating

Assistance Program, which has a fixed annual appropriation such as the LIHEAP block grant,
and accepts applications from September | through April 30 each year

A minimum of four months will be needed to allow for program start-up. While the eligibility
rules, policies, and general adminisiraine practices for the federally funded I 1111 AP program
will be used to support the new state lundcd program, changes in the Administrative Code and
enhancements to the stale’s Heating Assistance Program's automated computer system (HAS)
will be needed. Emergency regulations may be needed if the new program is expected to
accept applications effective September I. 2008. Additional staffsupport will aiso be needed

lo manage the increased application volume and workload.

The table below shows the 2008 federal poverty guidelines for Alaska, up to a household size of
four, which is the average si/e of households receiving heating assistance grants

Z00S | eileriil Poutt\ leuTs for Vlaskn

llousellold Si/c ].(X)% ]SO 175",

1 S| Mint) 519.500 322.-+0
2 S17,500 520.250 S$30.625
3 S22.000 S33.000 $38,500
4 $20.5()(1 S39C50 540.375

(Continued on Page 3)

Page 2 of 3



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO:cs HB 308 (CRA)

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
Benefit Cost Assumptions:

» The department estimates an additional 2,500 households will qualify under the higher income
limits for the new state-funded Heating Assistance Program. Note: Information about the
number of qualifying households with income between '50% and 175% of the federal poverty
guidelines for Alaska is limited and difficult lo project. Costs associated with tins new
program would need to be re-evaluated as we gain experience in administering it.

» The average annual heating assistance grant will be S780 per household.

lotal Annual Benefit Costs: are estimated lo be S1,950.0 (2500 households x $780/year)

Administrative Cost Assumptions:

* Two Eligibility Technicians (Range 13) and one Administrative Clerk Il (Range 8) will be
needed to manage the increased applications and workload resulting from more households
applying for heating assistance. These positions are responsible for providing customer
service, communicating with applicants and vendors, verifying applicant information, and
making ihe eligibility decision. 1he positions are seasonal and work up to eight months each
year (Sept. - April)

» Modifications to DPA's Heating Assistance management information system (HAS) are
needed to facilitate the implementation of the higher income limits, and to track eligibility and
benefit issuance for the new state-funded program separately from the federally-funded
LIHEAP program.

* Information about the availability of the new program, revisions to the application, community
education and outreach will begin in August 20038

Total Annual Administrative Costs: Sl 53,8

* Personal Services: Sl 17.3 (salary and benefits for 3 seasonal positions)
* Contractual: S24.0 (annual cost Ibr information technology , telecommunication, office space,

phones)
* Supplies: S12.5 (program materials and office supplies)

Additional One-Time Start-l Ip (‘osts for FY 09: S224.S
* Equipment/Supply: S21.0 (one-time cost for desktop computers, printers and work stations for

three new positions)
* Contractual: 550.0 (one-time cost of 550.0 for modifications to the Heating Assistance

management information system)
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 308

() Publish Date:

ID(File name) HB308-DHSS-EAP-02-23-08 Dept. Affected: ‘Health & Social Services
Title HEATING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM RDU Public Assistance
Component Energy Assistance Program

Sponsor NELSON
Requester ~ HOUSE (CRA) Component No. 226

Expenditures/Revenues _ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note- Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013  FY 2014
Personal Services 1173 117.3 117.3 1173 117.3 117.3
Travel
Contractual 74.0 24.0 24.0 24.0 240 240
Supplies 125 125 125 125 12.5 12,5
Equipment 21.0
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 1,950.0 1,950.0 1,950.0 1.950.0 1.950.0 1,950.0
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 2,174.8 0.0 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES .x . |
CHANGE IN REVENUES (0) | |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars!

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 2,174.8 2,103.3 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

Olher(Spe;ify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 2,174.8 0.0 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8 2,103.8
Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:
POSITIONS
Full-time 3 3 3 3 3 3
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a accurate page it necessary)

House Bill 308 establishes a state-funded Heating Assistance Program for households with incomes
between 150% and 175% of the federal poverty guidelines for Alaska The proposed state-funded
program is intended lo serve households who do not qualify for the federallv-funded Low-Inconte Home
fnergy Assistance Program (I llI-AP). which limits household income to 150% of the federal poverty

guidelines for Alaska. (( ontinued on Page 2)

Prepared by Ellie Fitzjarrald, Director Phone 465-5847
Division Public Assistance Date/Time 02/12/2008

Date 02/25/2008

Approved by Karleen Jackson. Commissioner

Agency Department of Health andSocial Services



FISCAL NOTE
BILL NO: HB 308

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

Administration and funding for the federally-funded LIHEAP is shared by the State and Alaska
Native organizations that operate |ribal Energy Assistance Programs. Last heating season, over
13,000 households in Alaska received help from the state and Tribal programs.

General Assumptions:

» The department assumes the intent of this legislation is to mirror the program flexibility given
m the federal LIHEAP program that allows | ribal entities to operate energy assistance
programs. To ensure healing assistance is provided in an effective manner and operates in
tandem with the federally-funded program, we recommend House Bill 308 be amended to
allow the Department to contract with Alaska Native organizations running Tribal energy
assistance programs, and to allow the department to provide a prorated share of the
appropriations for the state-funded program to serve households in the Tribal program's service
areas.

* We assume the new state-funded program will operate like the existing |leating Assistance
Program, which has a fixed annual appropriation like the LIHEAP block grant, and accepts
applications from September | through April 30 each year.

» A minimum of four months u ill be needed to allow for program start-up. While the eligibility
rules, policies, and general administrative practices lor the federally funded I.IIIEAP program
will be used to support the new stale funded program, changes in the Administrate e ( ode and
enhancements to the state’s Heating Assistance Program’s automated computer system (HAS)
will be needed. Emergency regulations may be needed if the new program is expected to
accept applications effective September 1. 2008. Additional staff support will also be needed

to manage the increased application volume and workload

The table below shows the 2008 federal poverty guidelines for Alaska, up to a household size of
four, which is the average size of households receiving heating assistance grants.

2008 federal Poseri\ Leves for Alaska

Household Size 100% 151% 1%

1 9301 SI050 270
» 9750 0250 SN05
3 S200 S33.000 $38500
4 S650 $9730 635

(Continued on Page 3)
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA HILL NO; HB 308
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
Benefit Cost Assumptions:

» The department estimates an additional 2.500 households will qualify under the higher income
limits for the new state-funded Heating Assistance Program. Note: Information about the
number of qualifying households with income between 150% and 175% of the federal poverty
guidelines for Alaska is limited and difficult to project. Costs associated with this new
program would need to be reevaluated as we gain experience in administering it.

» The average annual heating assistance grant will be $780 per household.

Total Annual Benefit Costs: are estimated lo be $1,950.0 (2500 households x $78U year)

Administrative Cost Assumptions:

» I'wo Eligibility Technicians (Range 13) and one Administrative Clerk Il (Range 8) will be
needed to manage the increased applications and workload resulting from more households
applying for heating assistance. These positions are responsible for providing customer
service, communicating with applicants and vendors, verifying applicant information, and
making the eligibility decision. The positions are seasonal and work up to eight months each
year (Sept. - April)

* Modifications to PPA's Heating Assistance management information system (HAS) are
needed to facilitate the implementation of Ihe higher income limits, and lo track eligibility and
benefit issuance for the new state-funded program separately from the federally-funded
I HIEAP program.

« Information about the availability ol the new program, revisions to the application, community
education and outreach will begin in August 2008.

| otal Annual Administrative Costs: $153.8

* Personal Services: $117.3 (salary and benefits for 3 seasonal positions)
* Contractual: $24.0 (annual cost for information technology, telecommunication, office space,

phones)
*Supplies $12 5 (program materials and office supplies)

Additional One-1 ime Start-1 p Costs for EY 09: $224.8
* Equipment/Supply: $21() (one-time cost of $ for desktop compurters, printers and work stations for

three new positions
* Contractual: $50.0 (one-time cost of $50.0 for modifications to the Healing Assistance

management information system)

Page 3 of 3
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A 4R P Alaska

March 10, 2008

The Honorable Anna Fairclough, Co-Chair

House Community and Regional Affairs Committee
Alaska State Capitol, Room 411

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

The Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux, Co-Chair
House Community and Regional Affairs Committee
Alaska State Capitol, Room 412

Juneau, AK 99801-1182
HB 308 (Nelson)- -Support

Dear Co-Chairs Fairclough and LeDoux:

On behalfo fthe members of AARP in Alaska, we urge you and your colleagues on the
House Community and Regional Affairs Committee to support HB 308, authored by
Representative Mary Nelson and co-sponsored by your Committee colleague
Representative Woodie Salmon and Representatives Bob Buch and Beth Kerttula.

Several states supplement the federal funding for the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP). Alaska doe.- not.

HB 308 would raise eligibility for financial assistance with heating bills from 150% of
the federal poverty level to 175%. For a single person, the eligibility level would go from
$19,500 to $22,750. For acouple, eligibility would nse from $26,250 to $30,625. This
is the same eligibility standards that the Legislature recently adopted for the Alaska

Senior Benefits Program.

The current Alaska Heating Assistance Program considers eligibility on avariety of
factors Income is only one consideration. Household size, the source of heat, the
community one lives in, type ofresidence, etc., arc all factors that are used to determine
eligibility. The stipend, in most cases, goes to the utility provider, not the individual. HB
308 would only raise the income eligibility level. The other factors in determining
whether a household w ill receive assistance would still apply.

You know' from your own heating bills what has happened over the past few years. More
and more Alaskans are having troupe with their heating costs.

From October to December, 2007, we surveyed our members in Alaska. The results on
our questions on energy costs reinforce our interest in supporting HB 308.

3601 C street Suite 1420 | Anchorage, AK 99503 | toll-fraa 866-227-7447 | 907-341-2270 fax | toll-free 877 434-7598 TTY
Marie f. Smith, President | William D. Novelli. Chief executive Officer | vw-w.aarp.org/ak
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ACTION TAKEN <20k  20k-50k 50k-75k 75k+
Lowered home heat substantially 58%  47% 38% 31%
Cut down on use of appliances 49%  32% 23% 22%
Cut back on necessities 46%  28% 18% 8%
(defined as food and medicine)
Closed o ff part o fhome 30% 17% 10% 13%
Turned off heat in home 16%  10% 5% 7%
Used kitchen range as heater 12% 8% 3% 1%
Stopped using appliances 10% 7% 3% 2%

This survey was conducted o fAARP members. Our members tend to have higher
educational levels and higher incomes than the overall Alaska population over age 50. It
is logical to expect that the general population over age 50 are having even more

problems with utility bills.

On average, older people spend 90% oftheir time in their homes. They can’t (and
shouldn’t) turn down their thermostat during the day. AARP believes that HB 308 will
enable more lower income Alaskans to get at least some minimum assistance with their
beating bills. Wc hope it will also remit in less dangerous and less healthy behaviors by

citizens trying to cut their utility costs.
AARP recommends an “AY E" vote on HB 308.

Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me (586-
3637) or Patrick Luby, Aa RP Advocacy Director (907-762-3314).

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Marie Darlu*, Coordinator

AARP Capital City Task Force
41. Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506
Juneau, AK 99801

586-3637 (voice)

463-3580 (fax)

Representative Woodie Salmon

CC: Pepresentative Nancy Dahlstrom
Representative Mary Nelson

Representative Sharon Cissna
Representative Mark Neuman
Representative Kurt Olson



