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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t h  K e r t t u l a

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  D i s t r i c t  3

S p o n s o r  S ta te m e n t  
H o u s e  J o in t  R e s o lu t io n  25 

S u p p o r t in g  V e te ra n s  H o m e  O w n e r s h ip  A c t

Alaska is onr of five states participating in the Veterans Homeownership Program, 
which makes low-interest home loans available to veterans who served before 1977 
and apply within 30 years of leaving active military duty. Unless Congress takes action 
to extend the program, its effectiveness will dwindle as less and less veterans qualify.

With about 70,500 veterans, Alaska has the largest per capita population of veterans in 
the United States. Approximately 11,700 Alaskan veterans have benefited from the 
program since 1983. During the first three years of the program, over 1,000 veterans 
per year qualified for the loan. Last fiscal year, the number was down to 57.

The American Veterans Homeownership Act, repealing the pre-1977 service 
requirement, was inserted into the Tax Reconciliation Bill last year. The U.S. House of 
Representatives approved a version of the Tax Reconciliation Bill with the language, but 
the U.S. Senate’s version doesn't have the language.

HJR 25 urges Congress to approve the American Veterans Homeownership Act 
language in the U.S. House version of the Tax Reconciliation Bill. This program is a 
way for our nation to express its gratitude to those who have served in the armed forces 
and should be extended to benefit current and future veterans.
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V e t e r a n s  M o r t g a g e  

P r o g r a m  

( V M P )

P le a s e  no te : T h is  program  is  not 
the sa m e  a s  a V e te ran s  Adm in is tra ­
tion (VA ) G u a ran teed  Loan. How ­
ever, a V A  G u a ran tee  may be used 
w ith th is  program .

U nde r th is  program , certa in  e lig ib le  
v e te ran s  may ob ta in  financing  at a 
low er in te rest rate, becau se  m e funds 
com e  from  tax-exem pt bonds.

E l ig ib le  P r o p e r t ie s

O w ne r-o ccup ied , s ing le -fam ily  re s i­
d e n ce s , condos, P U D s , Type 1 mo­
b ile  hom es, and dup lex , trip lex, and 
fou r-p le x  dw e llin g s  are e lig ib le  for 
th is  p rog ram . On m ulti-fam ily  dw e ll­
ings. a ll un its m ust have been in 
e x is te n ce  and in it ia lly  occup ied  as a 
m u lt i- fam ily  d w e llin g  at lea st five  
yea rs  im m ed ia te ly  p reced ing  e xe cu ­
tion of the new m ortgage.

T e r m s

Loan  is  a fixed  in te re s t rate and may 
be e ith e r a 15-year o r 30-year loan.

I n te r e s t  R a t e s

Interest ra te s  for th is  program  flu c tu ­
ate. F o r the current rate, con tact an 
A H F C -a p p ro ve d  lender, or A H F C 's  
in te re st ra te  hotline  o r W eb  site .

L o a n  L i m i t s

Loan lim its period ica lly  change. For 
the most current loan lim its, contact 
any AH FC -app roved  lender.

B o r ro w e rs *  E l ig ib i l i t y

A  person is a qua lified  veteran for 
pu rposes of this program  if the per­
son sa tis f ie s  the fo llow ing require 
ments:

The person has served on full-time 
duty, o ther than fo r tra in ing, in a
♦ anch o f the Armed Forces; AND

♦ was on active duty* p rio r to Janu ­
ary 1, 1977; AND

♦ was not d ischarged from active 
duty more than 30 years p rio r to 
the date o f subm iss ion  of the loan 
file  to AHFC; AND

♦ if retired, d ischarged, or released, 
separation was under cond itions 
other than d ishonorab le.

♦ Active  duty which began after 1/1/77 
is ine lig ib le , even if the veteran en­
listed under a deferred entry prior to 
that date.

Th is program  is a lso  ava ilab le  to ce r­
tain ind iv idua ls in the Pub lic  Health 
S e rv ice  and m ilitary academ ies, or 
certa in  ind iv idua ls in N O A A  or C G S . 
Contact your lender for qua lify ing c r i­
teria if you are in one of these career 
fields.

If there is m ore than one borrower 
and the app lican ts  a re  unm arried, 
then both bo rrow ers m ust be q u a li­
fied veterans.

Locumentat ion  Required
The fo llow ing two item s must be su b ­
m itted to de te rm ine  the borrow er'? 
e lig ib ility : (1) DD -214 or S ta tem ent 
of S e rv ice  and (2) C e rt if ica te  of V e t­
eran E lig ib ility  or T it le  38 Letter.

Down P a y m e n t  R equ ired
Conven tiona l lo an s  requ ire  a m in i­
mum down paym en t o f 5% on a 
s ing le -fam ily  re s id en ce  and 10% on 
a duplex. A  m in im um  o f 20% down is 
requ ired on a ll trip lex  and four-p lex 
re s id en ces  for conven tiona l f in an c ­
ing.

If the loan is  fe d e ra lly  insured  or 
g ua ran teed— V e te ra n s  A d m in is tra ­
tion (VA), U S D A  R u ra l Deve lopm ent 
(RD), or Fede ra l H ousing  A dm in is ­
tration (FH A )— the down paym ent re ­
qu ired is gene ra lly  lower.

Assumptions
Loan s  m ade under V M P  are a ssu m ­
ab le  by buyers who qua lify  under this 
program .



A v a i la b le  C o m b in a t io n s

In add ition  to p o ss ib le  use of FH A , 
V A , o r RD , th is  program  may be 
com b ined with other A H F C  programs, 
in c lud ing  Ene rgy  E ff ic ie n cy  Interest- 
R a te  R eduction  (E E IR R ) Program , 
In te rest-Ra te  R educ tion  for Low -ln- 
com e Bo rrow ers (IRRLIB ) Program , 
and A ffo rdab le  H ous ing  Enhanced  
Loan  P rogram  (A H E LP ) , provided 
both borrow er and property m eet all 
the program  c rite r ia  for any com ­
b ined  p rogram s used.

A la ska  Housing F inance Corporation
4300 Boniface Parkway 

PO Box 101020 
Anchorage, AK 99510-1020 

907-338-6100 
1-800-478-AHFC (2432)

Interest Rate Hotline
907-330-8400 

1-888-854-3884 
(toll-free statewide)

H ow T o  A p p ly

To apply for an A H FC  mortgage, contact 
any AHFC-approved lender. Note: Other 
lenders m ay orig ina te  A H FC  loans In 
partnersh ip  w ith an AH FC -approved  
lender.

A H F C  L e n d e rs

• A la ska  F irs t Bank & Trust

• A la ska  P a c if ic  Bank

• A la ska  U S A  M ortgage Com pany

• Cen tra l P a c if ic  M ortgage Com pany

• Countryw ide Home Loans

• Dena li S ta te  B  ̂ (k

• F irst Bank

• F irst Nationa l Bank A la ska

• G M A C

• G u ild  Mo. .gage

• Hom estate M ortgage Com pany

• Kod iak Island H ousing  Authority

• Mt. M cK in ley  Mutual S av ing s  Bank

• Northern S choo ls  Federa l C red it Union

• P ac if ic  A la ska  Mortgage

• R es iden tia l Mortgage

• Sea ttle  M ortgage Com pany

• T ling it-H a ida  R eg iona l Housing 
Authority

• W e lls  Fargo  Hom e Mortgage

V e t e r a n s

M o r t g a g e

P r o g r a m

( V M P )

w w w .ah fc .u s

1/05

http://www.ahfc.us


■ To: H annah
From: D ennis

r  Feb 2,2006

QV M B program  sta tistics FY 1998 -  FY  2006

FY  Y ear num ber o f  loans dollar volum e

1998 597 93,885,910
1999 540 91,249,038
2000 496 85,877,200
2001 430 73,184,764
2002 315 59,339,089
2003 187 38,782,068
2004 125 25,472,549
2005 57 12,260,899
2006
(thru 01/31) 27 7,291,794

/

(



la n ita l £ ta t£ B  # tn a tr
WASHINGTON, DC 20610

January 13,2006

H ie Honorable Charles Gnasley 
Chairman
Committee os Finance 
Subcommittee on Defense 
219 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Gm siey and Senator Baacus:

We are writing to request your support for Section 303 (Veterans’ Mortgage Bonds) o f 
the House’s version o f the Tax Reconciliation bill. We strongly urge you to support its 
inclusion in the final conference report

Under current law , California, Texas, Wisconsin. Oregon, and Alaska have the ability 
to issue tax-exempt bonds, the proceeds o f which ire used to finance mortgage loans to 
veterans. These loans can only be made to veterans who served on active duty before 1977 
and who applied for the financing within 30 yean o f the last date o f their active service, As a 
result o f these lim its, veterans o f Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Kosovo, Bosnia, H aiti, Somalia and the 1991 Persian G ulf War are not eligible for these 
mortgage loam.

Section 303 f the House b ill would repeal the requirement that veterans receiving 
loans must have served in the m ilitary before 1977. This change would ensure that we can 
continue to honor and reward our veterans by offering them low-cost home loans. Our 
veterans deserve this benefit, and we urge you to work to see that Section 303 is retained in 
the final conference agreement

Thank you for working with us on this important issue.

Gordon H . Smith 
United States Senate

M m
Herb Kohl 
United States Senate

Sincerely,

Lisa Minkowski 
vUnitcd States Senate

s J  s

Dianne Feinsrcin 
United States Senate

The Honorable Max Baucus 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Finane- 
Subcommittee on Defense 
219 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510
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H .R .4 2 9 7
T a x  R e l i e f  E x t e n s i o n  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  A c t  o f  2 0 0 5  ( E n g r o s s e d  a s  A g r e e d  t o  o r

P a s s e d  b y  H o u s e )

SEC. 303 . VETERANS* MORTGAGE BONDS.

( a )  All V e t e r a n s  E l i g i b l e  f o r  S t a t e  H o m e  L o a n  P r o g r a m s  F u n d e d  by  Q u a l i f i e d  
V e t e r a n s '  M o r t g a g e  B o n d s -

( 1 )  IN G E N E R A L -  P a r a g r a p h  ( 4 )  o f  s e c t i o n  1 4 3 ( 1 )  ( d e f i n i n g  q u a l i f i e d  v e t e r a n )  i 
is a m e n d e d —

(A )  b y  s t r i k i n g  ‘ a t  s o m e  t i m e  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1,  1 9 7 7 '  in s u b p a r a g r a p h
( A ) ,  a n d

(B )  b y  s t r i k i n g  s u b p a r a g r a p h  ( B )  a n d  I n s e r t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

' ( B )  w h o  a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  f i n a n c i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  2 5  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  
l a s t  d a t e  o n  w h i c h  s u c h  v e t e r a n  l e f t  a c t ' v e  s e r v i c e . ’.

( 2 )  E F F E C T I V E  D A T E -  T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  m a d e  b y  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  a p p l y  
t o  f i n a n c i n g  p r o v i d e d  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t .

( b )  R e v i s i o n  o f  S t a t e  V e t e r a n s  L i m i t -

( 1 )  IN G E N E R A L -  S u b p a r a g r a p h  ( B )  o f  s e c t i o n  1 4 3 ( l ) ( 3 )  ( r e l a t i n g  t o  v o l u m e  
l i m i t a t i o n )  is a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

‘ ( B )  S T A T E  V E T E R A N S  L I M I T -

‘ (i) IN G E N E R A L -  A S t a t e  v e t e r a n s  l i m i t  f o r  a n y  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  is 
t h e  a m o u n t  e q u a l  t o —

( I )  $ 5 3 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s ,

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F7cl 09:3:./temp/~cl09g6AmP3:e27996: 2/16/2006
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' ( I I )  $ 6 6 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,

' ( I I I )  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  O r e g o n ,

' ( I V )  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  W i s c o n s i n ,  a n d

' ( V )  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

' ( i i )  P H A S E I N -  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  c a l e n d a r  y e a r s  b e g i n n i n g  b e f o r e  
2 0 1 0 ,  c l a u s e  ( i )  s h a l l  b e  a p p l i e d  b y  s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  
d o l l a r  a m o u n t s  t h e r e i n  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  p e r c e n t a g e .  F o r  p u r p o s e s  
o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s e n t e n c e ,  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  p e r c e n t a g e  s h a l l  b e  
d e t e r m i n e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e :

A p p l i c a b le  

'  C a le n d a r  Y e a r :  

p e r c e n t a g e  is :

2 0 0 6

2 0  p e r c e n t

2 0 0 7

4 0  p e r c e n t

2 0 0 8

6 0  p e r c e n t

2 0 0 9

8 0  p e r c e n t .

' ( i i i )  T E R M I N A T I O N -  T h e  S t a t e  v e t e r a n s  l i m i t  f o r  a n y  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  
a f t e r  2 0 1 0  is  z e r o . ' .

( 2 )  E F F E C T I V E  D A T E -  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  m a d e  b y  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  a p p l y  to  
b o n d s  i s s u e d  a f t e r  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 0 5 .

SEC. 304. CAPITAL GAINS TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN SELF­
CREATED MUSICAL WORKS.

( a )  I n  G e n e r a l -  S u b s e c t i o n  ( b )  o f  s e c t i o n  1 2 2 1  ( r e l a t i n g  t o  c a p i t a l  a s s e t  d e f i n e d )  is 
a m e n d e d  b y  r e d e s i g n a t i n g  p a r a g r a p h  ( 3 )  a s  p a r a g r a p h  ( 4 )  a n d  b y  i n s e r t i n g  a f t e r  
p a r a g r a p h  ( 2 )  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h :

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F7c 109:3:./temp/~cl09g6AmP3:e27996: 2/16/2006
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S tatem ent o f 
Congressm an P au l R yan (W I-0 1 )

O n the in tro d u ctio n  o f 
T h e A m erican V eterans H om eow nership A ct o f 20C5 

June 16, 2005

M r. Speaker, I, a long  w ith  C ongressm an W ally  H erger, in troduced  today, the A m erican 
V eterans H om eow nersh ip  A ct o f  2005, and I ask m y co lleagues to support this 
legislation.

A s you know , under curren t law , the States o f  A laska, C aliforn ia, O regon, Texas and m y 
hom e sta te  o f  W isconsin , have the au thority  to issue tax -exem pt bonds, which are called 
Q ualified V eterans M ortgage B onds (Q V M B s). T he p roceeds o f  these bonds are used to 
finance m ortgage loans to  veterans w ho sei ,e d  on active du ty  before 1977 and who 
apphed for the financing before the date o f  30  years after the last date o f  which the 
veteran left active service.

A s a result o f  the lim its under current law , veterans o f  O peration  Iraqi Freedom , 
O peration E nduring  Freedom , K osovo, Bosnia, H aiti, Som alia  and the 1991 Persian G u lf 
W ar are not elig ib le  for these m ortgage loans that are financed by  Q V M Bs. In addition, 
the QVM B program  has, in e ffe c  id ed  o r is ending in the five affected states due to the 
current 30-year tim e lim itation.

M y legislation, the A m erican V eterans H om eow nersh ip  A ct o f  2005, w ould allow  all 
veterans in these five States to be elig ible for Q V M B -financed  m ortgage loans by 
repealing  the requirem ent that veterans receiv ing  loans financed by Q V M B s m ust have 
served before 1977 and w ould provide new  State lim its for these bonds. These veterans 
deserve the hom eow nership  opportunities this program  provides. I ask m y colleagues to 
jo in  me in supporting  these veterans and cosponsor this im portant legislation.
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D i S D l a v R e f e r e n c e s & S t a t u s -  2 , 6 4 6  b v t e s . F H e l p i

A m e r i c a n  V e t e r a n s  H o m e o w n e r s h i p  A c t  o f  2 0 0 5  ( I n t r o d u c e d  i n  H o u s e )

H R  2 9 5 2  I H

1 0 9 t h  C O N G R E S S  

1 s t  S e s s i o n  

H .  R .  2 9 5 2

T o  a m e n d  t h e  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  C o d e  o f  1 9 8 6  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  v e t e r a n s  
f o r  m o r t g a g e  b o n d  f i n a n c i n g ,  a n d  f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s .

I N  T H E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  

June 16, 2005

M r.  RYAN o f  W i s c o n s i n  ( f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  Mr .  H E R G E R )  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l ;  w h i c h  
w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  W a y s  a n d  M e a n s

A  B I L L

T o  a m e n d  t h e  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  C o d e  o f  1 9 8 6  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  v e t e r a n s  
f o r  m o r t g a g e  b o n d  f i n a n c i n g ,  a n d  f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s .

B e  it e n a c te d  b y  th e  S e n a t e  a n d  H o u se  o t  R e p r e se n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e ric a  in C o n g r e s s  a s s e m b le d ,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

T h i s  A c t  m a y  b e  c i t e d  a s  t h e  ' A m e r i c a n  V e t e r a n s  H o m e o w n e r s h i p  A c t  o f  2 0 0 5 ’. 

SEC. 2. ALL VETERANS ELIG IBLE FOR STATE HOME LOAN

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/thomas 2/16/2006
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o c a rc n  R esu lts - i n u M A S  (L ib r a r y  o t C ong re ss ) Page 2 o f 3

PROGRAMS FUNDED BY QUALIF IED VETERANS' MORTGAGE 
BONDS.

( a )  I n  G e n e r a l -  S e c t i o n  1 4 3 ( l ) ( 4 )  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  C o d e  o f  1 9 8 6  ( d e f i n i n g  
q u a l i f i e d  v e t e r a n )  is  a m e n d e d —

( 1 )  b y  s t r i k i n g  ’ a t  s o m e  t i m e  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 7 7 '  in s u b p a r a g r a p h  (A) ,  
a n d

( 2 )  b y  s t r i k i n g  s u b p a r a g r a p h  ( B )  a n d  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

’ ( B )  w h o  a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  f i n a n c i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  2 5  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  
o n  w h i c h  s u c h  v e t e r a n  l e f t  a c t i v e  s e r v i c e . ' .

( b )  E f f e c t i v e  D a t e -  T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  m a d e  b y  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  f i n a n c i n g  
p r o v i d e d  a n d  m o r t g a g e  credM- c e r t i f i c a t e s  i s s u e d  a f t e r  J u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 0 5 .

SEC. 3. REVIS ION OF STATE VETERANS L IM IT .

( a )  I n  G e n e r a l -  S u b p a r a g r a p h  ( B )  o f  s e c t i o n  1 4 3 ( l ) ( 3 )  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  C o d e  
o f  1 9 8 6  ( r e l a t i n g  t o  v o l u m e  l i m i t a t i o n )  is  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

’ ( B )  S T A T E  V E T E R A N S  L I M I T -  A S t a t e  v e t e r a n s  l i m i t  f o r  a n y  c a l e n d a r  
y e a r  is  t h e  a m o u n t  e q u a l  t o —

’ ( i )  $ 2 1 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s ,

' (II) $ 2 6 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,

’ (i i i )  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  O r e g o n ,

’ ( i v )  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  W i s c o n s i n ,  a n d

’ ( v )  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a . ' .

( b )  E f f e c t i v e  D a t e -  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  m a d e  b y  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  b o n d s  
i s s u e d  a f t e r  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 0 5 .

T H IS  SEARCH T H IS  DOCUMENT
F o rw a rd
B a ck
B a s t  S e c t io n s  
C o n te n t s  D is p la y

GO TO
New B i l l s  S e a r c h
Homepage
H e lp

I N e x t  H i t  
I P r e v  H i t  

H i t  L i s t

htip://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/thomas 2/16/2006



r I

F I S C A L  N O T E

ST A T E  O F  A LA SK A  Fiscal Note Number: 1 “ CORRECTED**
2006 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N  Bill Version: CSHJR 25(MLV)

(H) Publish D. a: 2/17/2006______________

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________________ Dept Affected_
Title Supporting Veterans Homeownership____________ RDU________
_____________________________________________________Component __
Sponsor Representative Kerttula______________________  __
Requester House Military & Veterans' Affairs_______________ Component No

Expenditures/Revenues______________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 20"
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES ~

[CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I

FUND S O U R C E ___________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY200G) cost: 0 0____
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal: [

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: Nancy Manly, Committee Aide____________________________  Phone 907-465-2794
Division House Special Committee on Military and Veterans' Affairs_______ Date/Time 2/17/06 12:00 AM

Approved by: Representative Lynn, Chair__________________________________  Date 2/17/2006_______
Agency __________________________________________________________

(Ravisffd 9/7/2005 OMB) Page 1 of 1





A L A S K A  S T A T E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

Session C o n ta c t:
In te rim  Addre is :
(907)-465-3719 
3340 B a d g er R o a d
FAX# (907 )-465 -3258
N o rth  Pole, A K  99705 
S ta te  C a p ito l
(907)-488-5725 

R oom  204
Fax# (907)-488-4271

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  J O H N  C O G H I L L

HJR 27
"The Alaska Native Vietnam Veterans Allotment A c t"

SPONSOR STATEMENT

T his Act urges C ongress to reopen the leg islatively  approved allotm ents in the T ongass National 
Forest, w hich w ere  closed under the court case, S h ie L ; v, United States.

T h is Act also u rges Congress to am end the A laska Nat’ve Vietnam V eterans A llo tm ent Act to 
g ive a fair opportun ity  to obtain allotm ents.

M y reason for in troducing this resolution is tw ofold.

First, a p rom ise  m ade to Natives from 1906 through 1998 that allotm ents w ere going to be 
offered under certa in  circum stances has not been  fulfilled. The slow, cum bersom e, and 
unw illing  b ehav io r o f  the federal governm ent to perform  on legitimate claim s filed properly  by 
people w ho h av e  w atched family m em bers d ie w hile the government w ould no t act cannot go 
unchecked.

Secondly, land tha t she ’d be in private hands has been kept for governm ent purposes only. This 
is a m atter o f  fa irness that has too long been unresolved for the N atives o f  A laska. Applications 
have been lost, denied , sat on for decades, and finally  the repealing o f the  A ct in 1971 was swift 
and  confusing because  o f the last ditch efforts b y  the federal governm ent to inform  people o f 
their opportun it" .

T h e  reopening o f  the Act in 1998 did allow  certain  Vietnam Veterans to apply for allo tm ents, 
g iv ing  som e c red ib ility  to the argum ent that the last year was confusing. H ow ever, the 
restric tions on th e  reopening were unfair and v ery  difficult for applicants. W e sim ply  ask 
C ongress to g iv e  a fair opportunity to revisit a reopening only possible through legislation.

(24-LS 1543/A)

RcprcsentaH'i,_.l«)hn_C,OBliill<&,,LK(«IS.statc.nk.iis
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To amend the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to provide for equitable 
allotment o f lands to Alaska Native veterans.

IN  T H E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  

April 21. 2005
Mr. VniiNli of Alaska in troduced the following hill; w hich was referred to the

C om m ittee on Resources

A  BILL
To am end th e  A lask a  N ative  C laim s S e tt le m e n t A ct to p ro ­

vide fo r e q u ita b le  a llo tm en t o f lan d s  to  A lask a N ative 
ve terans.

1 lie it enacted I)// tlu Senate and House of Represcnta-

2 tives of the United States o f  A m erica in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SH O RT TITLE.

4 T h is  A c t m ay  be cited  as the “ A lask a  N ative  Vet*

5 e ra n s  L a n d  A llo tm en t E q u ity  A ct” .

6 SEC. 2. AM ENDMENT TO ALLOW CERTAIN .vLASKA NATIVE

7 VETERAN LAND ALLOTMENTS.

8 S ection  41 o f th e  A laska N ativ e  C la im s S e ttle m en t

9 A et (43 U .S .C . l()29^r) is am ended a s  follows:



1 (1 ) P a ra g ra p h s  (1) and  (2 ) o f  subsection  (a)

2 a re  am en d ed  to  read  as follows: “ (1) T h e  period for

3 filin g  a llo tm en ts  u n d e r th is A c t shall end 3 y ears

4 a f t e r  th e  S ec re ta ry  issues fin a l reg u la tio n s  un d er

5 sec tio n  3 o f th e  A laska N ativ e  V e te ra n s  L and  Allot-

6 m e n t E q u ity  v ;c. A person d esc rib ed  in p a rag raph

7 (1 ) o r  (2) o f subsection (b) sh a ll be eligible for an

8 a llo tm e n t o f no t m ore th an  tw o  pa rce ls  o f F ederal

9 la n d  to ta lin g  160 acres o r less.

10 “ (2 )(A ) A llo tm en ts m ay be se lec ted  from  the fol-

11 lowing:

12 “ (i) V acan t lands th a t  a re  ow ned by th e  U nited

13 S ta te s ;

14 “ (ii) L a n d s  th a t  have been se lec ted  o r conveyed

15 to  th e  S ta te  o f A laska if the S ta te  v o lu n ta rily  relin-

16 q u ish e s  or' conveys to the U n ited  S ta te s  th e  land for1

17 th e  a llo tm en t.

18 “ (iii) L a n d s  th a t  have been se lected  o r conveyed

19 to  a N ative C orporation  if th e  N ativ e  C orporation

20 v o lu n ta rily  re linquishes o r conveys to  th e  U nited

21 S ta te s  th e  land for th e  a llo tm en t.

22 “ (15) A N ative C orporation  m ay  select an  equal

23 am ou n t o f ac res  o f ap p ro p ria te  F e d e ra l land  w ithin the

24 S ta te  o f  A lask a to  replace lands v o lu n ta rily  relinquished

2
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1 o r  conveyed by  th a t N ative C o rp o ra tio n  u n d e r su bpara-

2 g ra p h  (A )(iii).

3 “ (C) F o r  security  reason s, a llo tm e n ts  m ay no t be sc-

4 lee ted  fro m —

5 “ (i) lands w ithin th e  rig h t-o f-w ay  g ran ted  for

6 th e  T ran sA lask a  P ipeline; o r

7 “ (ii) the in ner o r o u te r  co rrid o r o f th a t  righ t-

8 of-w ay w ithd raw al.” .

9 (2) Subsection (a )(3 ) is repealed .

10 (3 ) In  subsection (b )(1 ) , s tr ik e  “ A perso n” and

11 in se r t  “ E x cep t as provided in p a ra g ra p h  (3), a per-

12 so n ” .

13 (4) Subsection (b )(1 ) (B )  is am ended  to read as

14 follows:

15 “ (B ) is a ve teran  who served  d u rin g  the period

16 betw een A ugu st 5, 19(>4, a n d  M ay 7. 1975, inelud-

17 ing  such  d a te s .” .

18 (5) Subsection (h )(2 ) is am end ed  to read as fol-

19 lows:

20 “ (2) I f  an  individual w ho w ould  o therw ise have been

21 elig ib le  fo r an a llo tm en t dies be fo re  ap p ly ing  for the allot -

22 m erit, an  h e ir on behalf o f th e  e s ta te  o f th e  deceased vet-

23 e ra n  m ay ap p ly  for and  receive th e  a llo tm e n t.” .

24 (6 ) In  subsection (b )(3 ) , in se rt before th e  pe-

25 riod th e  following: except fo r a n  h e ir who applies

3
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1 and  receives an a llo tm e n t on b eh a lf of th e  e s ta te  o f

2 a deceased v e te ran  p u r s u a n t  to  p a ra g ra p h  (2 )” .

3 (7) S ubsection (e) is am end ed  to read  a s  fol-

4  lows:

5 “ (e) R e g u l a t i o n s . — A ll reg u la tio n s  in effect im m c-

6 d ia tc ly  before th e  e n a c tm e n t o f subsection  (f; th a t  w ere

7 p ro m u lg a ted  u n d e r th e  a u th o r i ty  o f th is  section shall be

8 repealed  in accordance w ith  section  5 5 2 (a )(1 )(E ) o f the

9 A d m in is tra tiv e  P ro ced u re  A c t (5 U .S .C . 5 5 2 (a )(1 ) (E ))” .

10 (8) Add a t  th e  en d  th e  following new sub-

11 sections:

12 “ (f) A p p r o v a l  o f  A l l o t m e n t s . — (1) S ub ject to

13 valid ex is tin g  righ ts, an d  ex cep t a s  otherw ise provided in

14 th is  subsection , no t la ter1 th a n  J a n u a r y  31, 2010 , th e  See-

15 ro ta ry  shall approve an ap p lic a tio n  for a llo tm en ts filed in

16 acco rd ance  with subsection  (a ) an d  issue a ce rtifica te  o f

17 a llo tm en t which shall be su b je c t to th e  sam e term s, eondi-

18 tions, restric tion s, and p ro te c tio n s  provided for such allo t-

19 m erits.

20  “ (2) U pon receip t o f  an  a llo tm en t application, bu t in

21 a n y  event no t la te r th a n  O c to b e r 31 , 2007 , th e  S ec re ta ry

22 shall notify’ any  person o r  e n tity  hav in g  an  in terest in land

23 p o ten tia lly  adverse to th e  ap p lic an t of th e ir  right to ini-

2 4  t ia te  a private  contest o r  file a p ro tes t u n d e r ex isting  Fed-

25  e ra  I regu la tions.

4
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1 “ (3) N ot la te r  th a n  J a n u a r y  31, 2008, th e  S e c re ta ry

7 shall—

3 “ (A) if no c o n te s t o r  p ro te s t is tim ely filed, an-

4 prove th e  ap p lica tio n  p u rs u a n t  to p a ra g ra p h  (1 ); o r

5 “ (B ) if a contest, o r  p ro te s t is tim ely filed, s ta y

6 th e  issuance o f th e  ce rtif ic a te  o f a llo tm en t u n til the

7 co n tes t or p ro te s t lia s  been decided.

8 “ (g) R e s e l e c t i o n . — A person who m ade an  allo t-

9 m cn t selection u n d e r  th is  section  before the d a te  o f  th e

10 en ac tm en t o f A laska N a tiv e  V e te ra n s  L and A llo tm en t E q-

11 u ity  A ct m ay w ith d raw  th a t  selection and rese lec t lands

12 u n d e r th is section if th e  lan ds orig inally  selected w ere not

13 conveyed to th a t p e rso n  before th e  da te  o f the en a c tm e n t

14 o f  A laska N ative V e te ra n s  L an d  A llotm ent E q u ity  A c t." .

15 SEC. 3. REGULATIONS.

16 Not la te r  th an  1 y e a r  a f te r  th e  da te  o f the en ac tm en t

17 o f th is  Act, th e  S e c re ta ry  o f th e  In te rio r shall issue final

18 regu la tion s to im plem en t th e  am end m en ts m ade by th is

19 A ct.

O

5
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To amend the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to provide lor equitable 
allotment of land to Alaska Native veterans.

IN  T H E  S E N A T E  O F  T H E  U N IT E D  S T A T E S

November 10, 2005 
Ms. Mpkkowski (for herself and Mr. Stevens) introduced the following bill; 

which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Nat­
ural Resources

A  BILL
T o  am en d  th e  A laska N a tiv e  C la im s S ettlem en t A ct to  p ro ­

vide for equitab le a llo tm e n t o f land  to A lask a  N ativ e  
v e te ran s .

1 lie it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tires of the United States of America in ('onyress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SHORT T ITLE.

4 T h is  A ct m ay he c ited  as th e  ‘‘A laska N a tiv e  V et-

5 e ra n s  L an d  A llo tm en t E q u ity  A c t” .

6  SEC. 2 OPEN SEASON FO R  CERTAIN ALASKA NATIVE VET-

7 ERANS FO R  ALLOTMENTS.

8 Section 41 of th e  A lask a  N ative C laim s S e ttle m e n t

9 A ct (43  U .S.C . 1 6 2 9 g ) is am en d ed —



1 (1) in su b sec tio n  (a )—

2 (A) in th e  subsection head ing , by  s tr ik in g

3 “ I n  G e n e r a l ”  a n d  in s e r t in g  “ A l a s k a  N a t i v e

4  V e t e r a n  A l l o t m e n t s ” ;

5 (B ) by s tr ik in g  p a ra g ra p h s  (1) th ro u g h  (4)

6  a n d  in s e r t in g  th e  fo llow ing:

7 “ (1) A l l o t m e n t s . —

8 “ (A ) E l i g i b l e  r e c i p i e n t s .— A n y  p e rso n

9 described  in p a ra g ra p h  (1) o r (2 ) o f  subsection

10 (b) shall be eligible to  receive an  a llo tm en t

11 u n d e r  th e  A ct o f M ay 17, 1906 (3 4  S ta t .  197,

12 c h a p te r  2 4 6 9 ), o f not m ore th a n  2 pa rce ls  of

13 F e d e ra l land, th e  to tal a re a  o f w hich shall not

14 exceed 160 acres.

15 “ (B ) F i l i n g  d e a d l i n e . — A n a llo tm en t

16 shall be filed for an  eligible re c ip ie n t no t la te r

17 th a n  3 y e a r’s  a f1< r th e  d a te  on w h ic h  th e  See-

18 ro ta ry  p ro m u lg a te s  regu la tions p u rs u a n t  to  see-

19 t.ion 3 o f  th e  A laska N ative V e te ra n s  L an d  Al-

20 lo tm en t E q u ity  Act.

21 “ (2 )  L a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l o t m e n t s . —

22 “ (A) In  GENERAL.— An a llo tm e n t u n d e r

23 th is  s e c t io n  sh a ll  be se lec te d  from  la n d  t h a t

24 is—

25 “ (i)(I) vacan t; and

2
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1 “ (II) owned by th e  U n ite d  S ta tes ;

2 “ (ii) selected by, o r  conveyed *o, the

3 S ta te  o f A laska, if th e  S ta te  vo lun tarily  re-

4 linqu ishes or conveys to  th e  U nited  S ta te s

5 th e  land fo r th e  a llo tm en t; o r

6 “ (iii) selected by , o r  conveyed to, a

7 N ative C orporation , if  th e  N ative C orpora-

8 tion vo lun tarily  re lin q u ish es  o r conveys to

9 th e  U n ited  S ta te s  th e  land  for th e  allot-

10 m ent.

11 “ (H ) R e l i n q u i s h m e n t  b y  n a t i v e  cow -

12 p o R A T IO N .— If  a N ative C o rp o ra tio n  relin-

13 q u ish es  land  u n d e r su b p a ra g ra p h  (A )(iii), the

14 N a tiv e  C orporation  m ay se lec t ap p ro p ria te  Fed-

15 o ra l land, as  determ ined  by th e  S ecre tary , the

16 a re a  o f which is equal to  th e  a re a  o f th e  land

17 re lin q u ish ed  by the N ativ e  C o rp o ra tion , to re-

18 p lace  th e  re linqu ished  land .

19 “ (C) E x c l u s i o n s . — A n a llo tm en t u n d e r

20 th is  section shall no t be se lec ted  from  land th a t

21 is located  w ith in—

22 “ (i) a right-of-w ay o f th e  T ransA laska

23 P ipeline; o r

24 “ (ii) an  in ner o r  o u te r  co rrido r o f

25 such  a right-of-w ay.

3
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

“ (3 ) A l t e r n a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t s . — A  p e rs o n  

d e sc r ib e d  in p a r a g r a p h  (1 )  o r  (2 )  o f  su b se c tio n  (b )  

w h o  q u a lif ie s  fo r a n  a l lo tm e n t, u n d e r  th is  se c tio n  on  

la n d  d e sc r ib e d  in  p a r a g r a p h  (2 )(C ) m a y  se le c t an  a l ­

te r n a t iv e  a l lo tm e n t  f ro m  la n d  t h a t  is—

“ (A) located w ith in  th e  b o un daries lan d  

described in p a ra g ra p h  (2 )(C ); and

“ (B )(i)(I) w ith d raw n  u n d e r section 

1 1 (a)(1 )(C ); and

“ (II) no t se lected , o r  re linqu ished  a f te r  se ­

lection, u n d e r section  1 1 (a )(3 );

“ (ii) co n tig u o u s to  an  o u te r  b o u n d a iy  o f 

lan d  w ithdraw n u n d e r  section  11 (a )(1 )(C ), u n ­

less th a t  land is w ith in  a N atio n a l P a rk ; o r

“ (iii) vacan t, u n a p p ro p ria te d , and u n re ­

se rv ed .” ; and

( ( ’) by re d e s ig n a tin g  p a ra g ra p h s  (5) an d  

((i) as p a ra g ra p h s  (4 ) an d  (5 ), respectively;

(2) in subsection (b )—

(A) in p a ra g ra p h  (1 ), by s tr ik in g  s u b p a ra ­

g rap h  (B ) and  in se r t in g  th e  following:

“ (B ) is a ve te ran  w ho served  d u rin g  th e  period 

b eg in n in g  A ugust 5, 1!M)4, an d  en d in g  M ay 7, 

1 9 7 5 .” ;

4
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(B) by s tr ik in g  p a ra g ra p h  (2) a n d  in s e r t­

ing the follow ing:

“ (2 ) D e c e a s e d  i n d i v i d u a l s . — If  an  ind iv idual 

who would o therw ise  have been eligible fo r an  a llo t­

m ent un der th is  section  dies before ap p ly ing  fo r  an 

allo tm ent, an  h e ir  o f th e  individual m ay ap p ly  for, 

and receive, an  a llo tm e n t u n d e r th is  section , on be­

half o f the e s ta te  o f  th e  ind iv idual.’’;

(C) in p a ra g ra p h  (3), by in se rtin g  befo re  

the period a t  th e  end the following: o th e r  

th an  an h e ir  who app lies for, and receives, an 

a llo tm en t on b e h a lf  o f th e  es ta te  of a deceased  

individual u n d e r  p a ra g ra p h  (2 ).” ;

(3) by re d e s ig n a tin g  subsections (d) an d  (e) as 

subsections (f) a n d  (g), respectively; and

(4) by a d d in g  at th e  end th e  following:

“ (d) A p p r o v a l  o f  A l l o t m e n t s . —

“ (1) I n OENERAL.— Subject to any  valid  r ig h t 

in existence on th e  d a te  o f enactm en t o f th e  A laska 

N ative V eterans L a n d  A llotm ent E q u ity  A ct, a n d  ex­

cep t a s  provided in p a ra g ra p h  (3), not la te r  th an  

J a n u a ry  31, 2 0 1 0 , th e  S ec re ta ry  shall—

“ (A) ap p ro v e  an y  application fo r an  a llo t­

ment filed in accordance with su bsec tio n  (a); 

and
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1 “ (B )  is su e  a  c e r t i f ic a te  o f  a l lo tm e n t  u n d e r

2 a n y  t e r m ,  c o n d itio n , o r  r e s t r ic t io n  a s  th e  S ee-

3 r e t a r y  d e te r m in e s  to  be a p p r o p r ia te .

4  “ (2 )  N o t i f i c a t i o n .— N o t l a te r  t h a n  O c to b e r

5 31, 2 0 0 7 , o n  r e c e ip t  o f  a n  a p p lic a t io n  fo r  a n  a llo t-

6  m e n t u n d e r  t h i s  s e c tio n , th e  S e c r e ta r y  s h a l l  p ro v id e

7 to  a n y  p e r s o n  o r  e n t i ty  t h a t  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  in la n d

8 d e sc r ib e d  in  su b s e c tio n  (a ) (2 )  t h a t  is  p o te n t ia l ly  a d -

9  v e rse  to  t h e  in te r e s t  o f  th e  a p p l ic a n t  n o tic e  o f  th e

10 r ig h t  o f  t h e  p e rs o n  o r  e n tity , n o t l a t e r  t h a n  9 0  d a y s

11 a f te r  t h e  d a t e  o f  re c e ip t  o f  th e  n o tic e —

12 “ (A) to  in i t ia te  a  p r iv a te  c o n te s t  o f  th e  a l-

13 lo tm c n t ;  o r

14 “ (B )  to  file a  p ro te s t  a g a in s t  th e  a l lo tm e n t

15 in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  p ro c e d u re s  e s ta b lis h e d  by

16 th e  S e c r e ta r y .

17 “ (3) A c t io n  b y  s k c h k t a r y .— I f a  p r iv a te  co n -

18 te s t o r  p r o te s t  r e la t in g  to  a n  a p p lic a t io n  for' a n  a llo t-

19 m e n t is  in i t i a te d  o r  filed  u n d e r  p a r a g r a p h  (2 ) , th e

2 0  S e c re ta ry ’' s h a l l  not is su e  a c e r t i f ic a te  to  th e  a llo t-

21 m e n t u n d e r  p a r a g r a p h  (1 )(B ) u n ti l  a  fin a l d e te r -

2 2  m in a tio n  h a s  b een  m a d e  w ith  re sp e c t t o  th e  p r iv a te

2 3  c o n te s t  o r  p r o te s t .

2 4  “ (e) R e s e l e o t i o n .-— A  p e rso n  t h a t  s e le c te d  a n  a llo t-

2 5  m en t u n d e r  t h i s  se c tio n  m a y  w ith d ra w  t h a t  s e le c tio n  a n d
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1 re se lec t lan d  in accordance w ith  th is  section a f te r  th e  da te

2 o f  e n a c tm e n t o f the A laska N a tiv e  V ete ran s  L and  Allot-

3 m ed t E q u ity  A ct, if the  land o rig in a lly  selected—

4 “ (1) w as selected befo re  th e  d a te  o f en ac tm en t

5 o f  th e  A laska N ative V e te ra n s  L an d  A llo tm ent Eq-

6 u i ty  A ct; and

7 “ (2) as  of th e  d a te  o f e n a c tm e n t o f th a -  Act,

8 w a s  n o t conveyed to  th e  p e rs o n .” .

9 S E C .  3 . R E G U L A T IO N S .

10 N ot la te r  th a n  1 y ear a f te r  th e  d a te  of en ac tm en t

11 o f  th is  A ct, th e  S ecre ta ry  of th e  In te r io r  shall prom ulgate

12 final re g u la tio n s  to  c a riv  o u t th e  am en d m en ts  m ade by

13 th is  A ct.

O
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