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Dear Sende State Affairs Committee:

My wife Irene and | read with great interest the article in the 13 February
2005 edition of the Anchorage DainNews regarding Rep. Lesil McGuire 3
efforts to restore PFD eligibility for Peace COI’pS Volunteers. Our daughter
Amanda, 21, began her service with the Peace Corps inMozambique last fall,
departing Anchorage on 10ct 04. Amanda isa remarkable young woman. She
graduated in the upper ranks of her Bartlett High School Closs of 2000,
attended the University of Alaska Anchorage for two years as an Alaska
Scholar and was an active member of the UAA student government
organization. Finally, she graduated Magna Cum Laude from New York
University in May of 2004 and is now teaching eight graders in Tete,
Mozambique. We speak with her regularly (surface mail isextremely slow
and can be unreliable) and marvel at her incredibly positive outlook and all
that she has accomplished and experienced in the few months since she left
home. You can be certain that not only is she a wonderful ambassador for

our nations, she also epitomizes the beauty and warmth that is Alaska.

I was quite taken with one quote in the newspaper about Rep. McGuire in
particular because it so closely mirrored something | said to my daughter
when we said our good-byes at the airport some 4-5 months ago and have

"epeated to her several times since then. The newspaper quote said:

"9 can T think of a more important statement to make. We make it for
the military, “she said, explaining that soldiers and Peace COFpS

volunteers are working to protect and promote the same goal;

democracy."

I have told my daughter several times how proud I am of her and what she is
doing. 1 also told her that I viewed what she was doing as every bit as
important and patriotic as my own SEI\/\CE in the Army. In fact, she is
putting up with living conditions, pay, and an overall environment that makes
my first tour of duty as ¢ 2nd Lieutenam inWest Germany (1978-1981)

seem quite luxurious in comparison. My wife and 1 were not aware that Peace
Corp Volunteers were not currently eligible for the PFD until reading the
newspaper article, and we are both quite dismayed by the notion. Every one
of those wonderful folks from Alaska who serve with the Peace Corps

deserve the same recognition afforded to members of our armed services



from Alaska who serve OQutside and remain eligible for the PFD. The Peace
Corps is part of the Executive Branch of our government, like the armed
services, and dl€ €VEIY bit as important to the slow but steady advancement
of freedom, numan dignity, and democracy world-wide as isour fine military.
Amanda told me how proud she felt when the United States Ambassador to
Mozambique swore them all in as Peace Corps Volur/eers following
completion of their training phase. She raised her right hand and took an
oath not at all different from the one I took on 8 Junt, 1977 when I entered

the Army and what countless young men and women do everyday entering the

armed forces.

We urge you both to support Rep. McGuire®s initiative to reinstate PFD
eligibility to Peace Corps Volunteers. Sen. Guess, if the past is any indicator,
the harder road might once again be the State Senate, so please let us know

what we can do to help.

Thanks to you both for your fine service to our little region of A.ichorage,
and a special thanks to Rep. McGuire for your work on this matter. Good ruck

to you all.

Sincerely,

Kevin and Irene Gardner
770 Hunt Circle
Anchorage, AK 99504



Dear Representative McGuire,

| support your efforts to add Peace Corps Volunteers to the PFD
eligibility list. During his last term, the president began promoting
that every American should volunteer two years of service, either at

home or abroad.

W hile this is a nice idea, the reality of the situation is that
most Americans can't afford to take two years off from their job.
Allowing Peace Corps Volunteers to receive the PFD w ill show Alaska's
commitment to sharing our country's blessings with the rest of the

world.
| was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Central America from 1996-1998.
Although | was not an Alaska resident at the time, a ellow volunteer
literally was the

was, he received the PFD during his service, and it
reason he was able to leave his job and join the Peace Corps.

As | am sure you know, Peace Corps ser\ice is volunteer commitment.
Volunteers are given living expenses, ac about the level of a teacher
in the community, in our case about $150 month.

Although the Peace Corps is open to everyone who qualifies, one of the
major barriers to making a two year commitment is money, more

specifically, debt.

of duty, the volunteer must either

Before emoarking on a tour
mortgage, car

pay off or defer any student/education loan,

sell,
payment or credit card debt. Student loan companies allow deferral of
payment during Peace Corps service. |If they didn't, most of the

have been able to make a two-

Volunteers currently serving would not
year commitment without an income.

My point is, unless potential Volunteers have parents 01
supporters willing to pay their bills while they are gone, volunteer
service becomes unavailable to regular people who have even minor
amounts of debt. In that sense, even volunteer work becomes available
to people of higher socioeconomic background. (Most of my fellow

only
volunteers had parents who took care of their debts. |, and others like
me, sold everything | owned.) E ligibility for the Alaska Permanent Fund

Dividend could easily make the difference between a college age person
with a small amount of debt being able to join the Peace Corps versus

"getting a real job."

In our society, when a person enters tne work force just out of

college, they enter the consumer role as well. Once they buy a car, set
up an apartment, get nice clothes to go to work in, etc, it takes a
frugal person 5-7 years to pay all that off. And in the mean time, they

w ill get married and buy a house, and once that happens, Peace Corps
w ill be just something they had always wished they could have done,

never had enough money.

but

really make a difference

The Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend can
the reality of

between the dream of overseas volunteer service and

reaching it.

Thank you for your time.
C hristina Logan
RPCV Honduras '96-'98



State of Alaska
Finance Committee
Re: HB 127

March 2, 2005

Dear Members of the House Finance Committee:

| am writing to give my support for passing HB 127, specifically to support adding currently
serving Peace Corps Volunteers to the Permanent Fund Dividend eligibility list. During his last
term, President Bush began promoting that every American should volunteer the equivalent of
two years of service, either at home or abroad. Most Americans would willingly donate their time
for this service, however t.,e reality of the situation is that most Americans cannot afford to take
two years off from theirjob. In my opinion, supporting Peace Corps Volunteers is the very best
way to promote the spread of democracy and peace in other nations. Allowing Peace Corps
Volunteers to receive the PFD will show Alaska's commitment to sharing our country's blessings

with the rest of the world.

| was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Central America from 1996-1998. As | am sure you know,
Peace Corps service is volunteer commitment. Volunteers are given living expenses, at about the
level of a teacher in the community, in our case about $150 month. Although the Peace Corps is
open to everyone who qualifies, one of the major barriers to making a two year commitment is
money, more specifically, debt. Before embarking on a tour of duty, the volunteer must either
sell, pay off or defer any student/education loan, mortgage, car payment or credit card deb .
Student loan companies allow deferrai of payment during Peace Corps service. If they did not,
most of the typical, just out of college Volunteers currently serving, would not have been able to
make a two-year commitment without an income. Unless potential Volunteers have parents or
supporters willing to pay their bills while they are gone, volunteer service becomes unavailable to
regular people who have even minor amounts of debt. In that sense, even volunteer work
becomes available only to people of higher socioeconomic background. Eligibility for the Alaska
Permanent Fund D.zidend could easily make the difference between a college age person with a
small amount of debt being able to join the Peace Corps versus "getting a real job."

For example, the PFD would guarantee a potential Volunteer the ability to make a minimum
monthly payment on an outstanding debt and allow them to enter Volunteer service. In our
society, when a person enters the work force jus*- out of college, they enter the consumer role as
well. Once the person buys a car, sets up an apartment, gets nice clothes to go to work in, etc, it
takes a frugal person 5-7 years to get back to the zero baseline financially. And in the mean time,
they will get married and buy a house, and once that happens, Peace Corps will be just
something they had always wished they could have done, but never had enough money. The
Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend can really make a difference between the dream of overseas

volunteer service and the reality of reaching it.

Thank you for your time.
Christina Logan, Returned Peace Corps Volunteer

Honduras 1996-1998



House of Representatives

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Wednesday, February 23, 2005

RE HB 127
Dear Honorable McGuire and House members

| am writing in support ot the proposed legislation by Representative McGuire, changing
the Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend eligibility to include Alaska Residents Serving as
Volunteers in the Federal Peace Corps program or as a diplomat in the United States

Foreign Service

These are honorable services to our country, government and state. As our country works
for a democratic and peaceful world, these individuals are on the front line. Denying
eligibility for our dividend to these Alaskans is not only a disservice to the brave
individuals who risk everything in the name of peace and democracy, but contrary to
President George W Bush’s call for ALL Americans to provide volunteer service. Peace
Corps volunteers are just that, volunteers. They do not travel to under developed regions
for personal or financial gain, but to serve humanities children Isn’t continued denial of
the PFD to these Alaskans, not only a disservice to this great nation, but to our volunteers
and diplomats serving in our country's name?

| encourage all members to support our Volunteers and diplomats by supporting this bill

Sincerely,

Justin T Barbalace
HCI Box 6267D
Palmer. AK 99645
907-357-1923
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March 28. 2005

Dear Co-Chairs Chenault and Meyer
and House Finance Committee Members;

Re: Supporting HB 127, restoring to Alaskans their ri_?ht to continue
receiving their Permanent Fund Dividends while away serving

in the United States Peace corps

_ lask Ie%islators to adopt HB 127, thus reinstatinP the provision of Alaska Statutes that used to
(until about 1998) list U.S. Peace Corps service as an allowable absence for Alaskans to conanue to
receive their PFD*. Somehow, thst provision was stripped from the statute (while 1 was away with the

Peace Corps in Nepal) at the same time as “the Hilary Lindh provision” was deleted.

Just as Alaskans who serve their country in the National Guard or Army Reserve do continue to

receive their PFDs while out of state for training and overseas after mobilization, so should Alaskans
who are away serving their count%as U.S. Peace Corps volunteers. OrlglnaIIY, that was the way it was.
It is taldug fifr too long to correct the mistake that prior legislature made, In deleting Peace Corps service

as allowable absence.

Ive been an Alaskan for the past quarter century. 1 was 64 when I left my house in Juneau,
husky dog, and my car in my adult daughter’s safekeeping until my return, and boarded a plane out 0
San Francisco along with thirty-some other Peace Corps trainees, headed for Nepal, in February 1997
After three months oftraining and a language exam, we took an outh to serve our country, and departed
for our new assignments, all over Nepal | was a horticulture *xtensiuust assigned to His Majesty’s

Department of Agriculture Development, initially posted to aouJhwr-stem Nepal

Like our troops deployed overseas, Peace Corps volunteers also experience dangers. Where|
was, there were diseases for which no immunization exists (e.g., den?ue fever), there were four kinds of
deadly poisonous snakes and no life-saving antivenin within hours ofour port. By my 13* month, the
Maoist insurgency had grown so violent, with a USAID jeep (with its em_bassK license plates) being
blown up on the road and its occupants shot, in the district just next to mine, that PC/Nepal evacuated
me and its other PCVs out o fwestern Nepal and found new, safer ﬂosts for us in eastern Nepal Inmy
training g_roup,_about halfofthe original members went home by the end o ftheir first year, most of them
with medical dlschargies. 1 was determined to stay, and served on the Safety Committee duringmy
second year. (Recently, Peace Corps has *“suspended” its operations in Nepal because of the rising civil
unrest, after being there since 1962.) But most PCVs are so highly motivated toward their work, their
village and the people they serve, thst h is hard to pull them away from their village even when there is
no other safe alternative and the evacuation order comes. One great blessing we have, compared to
Alaskans who serve inthe military, is that we are never called upon to shoot or kill anyone. But
otherwise, we serve our country just as much as do Alaskans in the military. Whly, then, have PFDs
become disallowed for Alaskans away in the Peace Corps? You can remedy this! Sucha remedy is

several years overdue.

While 1 was in Peace Corps | continued to vote (absentee) in Alaskan elections, paythe
_mortgagie on my house and the property taxes on it, even peX the utility bills, maintain my membership
in the Alaska Bar Association, and generally behave as the Alaskan 1still was. My first year away, | did
receive my PFD, and having that money allowed me to buy round trip air fere to come home after my
first year for a brleffamll?; reunion. (Peace Corps does not payéfor its volunteers to return borne until
their two ?/ears are up or their service is otherwise ended, e.g., by a medical discharge or resignation -

unless a close family member is at death’s door or having a funeral.).
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But then my second year and the year | returned home, NO PFD, because that Iegiislature had
changed the law. What a slap in the face it was! It was equivalent to having the State tell me | was no
longer an Alaskan, re%ardless of my intentions to return to my home and the facts I could have brought
to bear to "rove that. Itwas totally inconsistent with the legal concept of "*domicile” that undedies the
PFD statute- one’s domicile being the state where one resider and when one is away, the state to which
une always intends to retum. (My daughter’s sizing up ofthat legislative decision is hardly fit to print)

Need should not be a criterion fix getting one’s PFD - it isn’t fix any other Alaskans. But if
anyone ever needed their PFDs, it is Peace Corps volunteers. 1 was not unique; many PCVs have
continuing financial obligations at home dud require money. PCVsdon't geta salary. We giet good
medical support but a quite meager living allowance, set purposely low so that we live simply, much
like the locals around us. It is a concept with which | agree, but sometimes it’s tough to live with. My
living allowance was $150 per month. Peace Corps even urged us, in the written instructions sect us
before we left home, listing w’aa to brmg - to bring some money of our own ifwe could. Otherwise
there would be a lot ofthings we would be unable to do, such as travel aroul . within our host country

during our vacation times.

President John F Kennedy said, “Ask not what your oountry can do fix you, but what you can do
for your country.” Then, together with Sargent Shriver and the Congress, he established the United
States Peace Corps in March 1961. It was one of the best things this country has ever done. And our

current President continues to support Peace Corps, urging in his first inaugural address that more
Americans should serve in the Peace Corps. Beside* the practical development aid work PCVs do, we

shew people abroad what real Americans are like, as opposed to the fictitious versions they see in
exported movies and TV shows. When we come home, we help Americans understand the country and

people where we have sen# .. Nowadays more than ever, our country needs this kind of outreach
abroad and education at borne

_ Please, help the State of Alaska to stop dishonoring its citizens who are temporarily away to
serve in the U.S. Peace Corps. Restore to the PFD statute the provision that Peace Corps service is an
allowable absence for purposes of receiving the PFD. Enact HB 127 into law. 1ask this on behalfof the
Alaskans who are now away in Peace Corps service, and other Alaskans who will cerve in the future.

Respectfully.

cuadra@ gci.net 789-2084
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Respectfully submitted to the House finance Commilee, Alaska State Legislature

Representative Meyer. Co-Chair
Representative Chenault, Co-Chair

| write in support of HB127 in order that Peace Corps Volunteers be approved to receive
Alaska Permanent Fund Dividends while they are out-of-state serving the US

government.

My understanding is that military volunteers qualify for the Permanent Fund, which 1
support. The military is essential for our defense. | would submit that the Peace Corps is
contributing equally to our defense by gaining the cooperation, trust and respect of “host
country nationals" in accomplishing projects important to their countries.

Iserved two years as a physician for Peace Corps Volunteers (PCVs) in Ethiopia. | found
them to be idealistic, hard-working individuals, willing to endure less-than-ideal
conditions in order to serve their country abroad in various ways. They were elementary
and high school teachers and teacher-trainers, health workers, community project
coordinators, and lawyers with government ministries, to name a few. They lived day-to-
day at the economic level of local “host country nationals”, not separated in American

enclaves from the "real” people of the country.

In Ethiopia a majority of PCVs serve for two years in remote villages, some more than a
day's walk from a main road used by vehicles. As a consequence these Peace Corps
Volunteers were highly regarded, if not loved by the Ethiopians, thereby serving as
ambassadors of good will for the United Stales. They are paid a minimal wage similar to
that of the host country individual with the same job, thus, far less than other volunteer

jobs with the US government.

The conditions are often harsh. By living as the locals live, they inevitably contract
diseases and experience accidents. While 1 was in Ethiopia one Volunteer was eaten by a
crocodile, another killed as a pedestrian hit by a car, others suffered shrapnel wounds
when an explosion happened in a theater. We treated many for diseases strange to
Americans (malaria, tapeworm and other parasites), as well as forcommun pneumonia,
diarrheal disease, sore throats, infected flea bites, and emotional problems related to

“culture shock".

Volunteers return with an understanding of and respect for dilferent cultures-a
perspective which has led to improvement in foreign relations and achievement of
positive humanitarian goals in our country and abroad. They have returned motivated to
help mankind by entering medical school, becoming teachers, lawyers, ministers, and
advocates for those less fortunate than themselves. Personally, | continue to be very



proud of having been a part of the Peace Corps program. In many ways, the experience
helped me practice medicine in another frontier area, Alaska.

We should be encouraging this kind of commitment, not discouraging it by denying a
Permanent Fund Dividend to Alaskan citizens who volunteer service to their country.

William Cole, MD
Box 211047

Auke Bay, Alaska
March 29, 2005
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372 ffo<f
To Whom ft May Concern:

| anupleased to see the current House Bill (HB 1272, which would reinstate the United States
Peace Corps as an allowable absence from Alaska for the purposes of the Permanent Fund

Dividend.

| am a life-long resident of Juneau, Alaska. 1served in the United States Peace Corps from
1993-1995 in a small West African nation called Guinea-Bissau. Before being swoni inasa
volunteer in October of 1993, (and takln%an ocih to support and defend the Constitution of the
United States of America), | completed 11 weeks of intensive training in the Cspe Verde Islands.
This training was excellent and Included language, cross-cultural as well as technical training,
During training, we studied six days a week ?wn only Sundays off).

The nation of Quinea-Bisaau is shout the size of Rhode Island, has a population of about 1
million and is very poor. As a volunteer, I received a small living allowance to pay for food and
ddly expenses. 1bis money was not a salary per se but a stipend to mal *ends meet Upon
completion of two yean of Peace Corp* service, volunteers are given a readjustment illowiaco
to help settle in to ike back in the USA. Receiving a Permanent Fund Dividend adds greatly to

the financial help.

I must admit 1 was dumbfounded when the United Stales Peace Corps (which, as its name
indicates, is part of the Federal Government as, of coursg, ia the United States Army or United
States Navy) was removed from the list of aliowabh absences. Ithas always greatly upset me
that such an injustice occurred and has not yerboen rectified. Itis not fair or right to _ﬁ)_ut the US
Peace Corps in the same caiegofywamissionaries or other volunteers who are not affiliated with
the United States government. Let’s give equal rights to Peace Carpe Volunteers, federal
employees, wishing to serve our nation in a way other than the military.

Please reinstate the Permanent Fund Dividend to the Peace Corps volunteers who serve our
nation in all areas of this world. Remember, the United States Peace Corps volunteers return to
Alaska and help make this state a better place to live. We are well-informed, eating citizens of
this great state. Please don’t dishonor the service of the Peace Corps volunteers any longer b

not allowing them to receive their PFD. Of those servmc}; our nation abroad as part of the Federal
Government, | can say with great certainty that the need for the dividend ia greatest for the Peace

Corps Volunteers.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue. Ifgou should need to reach me for any
reason, my number ia (907) 364-3517 (h) and (907) 465-2270 (w).

By: CAPITAL COPY LTD;

Sincerely,

ine bishop
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........... PcLnufaHCmMUGTrIK"Rartdted

phone (907) 766-3664 _ PO
pam”mosqurtonetcom Haina*, Alaska

Dear Legislators,

1am a Returned Peace Corps Volunteer. |aerved for two years In Nepal. Since then, | have conducted
ten trainings for Peace Corps Volunteers and Host Country staff in four countries (NepaL Kazakhstan.
Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan). | have also conducted numerous trainings for Host Country Nationals.

Because | have had the opportunity to return to countries of service, 1have b*en able to see the positive
impact that Peace Corps Volunteers have in their countries of service. Often Volunteers finish their

two years of service not knowing the depth and breadth of their impact on the people they have
le who have said to me. *T foamed

worked with. | could tell you ru-meroue etoriee of Host Cou_ntrg Peop
how to do that from my Peace Ccipe Volunteers *, or "1 decided to attend school In the US because of my
Peace Corps Volunteers', or "My Peace Corps Volunteer* helped us build that school or business or

clinic'. Peace Corpe Volunteers also puta human face on the United States and its government People
remember that |nave SBoken to peoe/le who talk about their Peace Corps Volunteer from 25 years ago.
They don't forget. That Peace Corps Volunteer meant a great deal to them. To hundreds of thousands,
Eerhaps million*. of people In other countries Peace Corps Volunteer* are the only Americans they

now, and America is wnet their Peace Corps Volunteers showed them by their unselfish dedication
to working for the community. Consistently Peace Corps Volunteers return home and continue to work In

their communitias athoma and abroad.

Peace Corps Volunteers work In communitias, in schools, in dinics, in small businesses, and in civil
sodety organizations who work to bring democracy to countries that don't have it They live with
familiesand devote every day of their ton)éears'_ service to helping those communities. The receive a
living allowance, but no salary or wages. Their living allowance is based on the cost of living in the
country and they art paid on a par with their Host Country Couterparta. When | was a Volunteer, |
received $125.00 par month for all my expense*, rent food, dothea, etc. They also receive vacation pay.
Mine was $12.00 per month. Upon completion of service, Volunteers receive a readjustment allowance as
well. Mine was $200 per month. Not exactly living high on the hog. They live a third world

lifestyle. The PFD amounts to a lot of money for a Volunteer.

| lust did a training in Kgrg%zstan. There haa been same trouble there In the last few days over
elections, and If the trouble becomes worse, the Volunteers could be sent home. 1got an email from one of
my former trainees. Here lawhat she haa to say about her service: *Wi all remain thrilled and exdted
to'be here In the midst of such s dedalve tfrns In Kyrgyzstan's history. Honestly, though, Ijust want to
l%;rt beck to teaching!!! The last two weeks Tv* settled into such a good pace with my student* totally

ave the hang of thing* with my desses and dubs, even the Russian language... and it's juat the bestjob
I've ever had... | am praying fervently that this isn't the end of my time in Kyrgyzstan. Having to face
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ths possible end has been a really good reality check for me to Me how much. I do want to be here. and
that even thou?h 1do miss thing* In the States, that I am not ready to trade the depth and meaning at

my work hew Torthe creature comforts-*

Our President huts been vary supportive of Peso* Carp#- He Hseworked consistently to expand Ptassce
Corps program™* He has consistently called for increased recruitment and submitted budgets in line
with that- Peaoa Corps i&as one ambassador said, the rheepest and most effective diplomacy we
Hava.

Peare Corp* iaa U& Government program. Just as the military is. Peace Corps Volunteers serve just as
those In the military da They volunteer Just as people In the military do. They risk tfrt'r lives Just as
those in the military dc. And some Oithem die. Juatas some Of those in the military dd *b*lifre that

b service toour country that should be honored. Peace Corps Volunteers should receive [h\r Permanent
Fund Dividends for their wrrkao Just M the military do.

Pamela T.H. Randles



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 127 (FIN)
() Publish Date:
Dept. Affected: Revenue
Title Peace Corps/Diploma’ Sanctions RDU Revenue Programs & Support
Component Permanent Fund Dividend
Sponsor McGuire
Requester Component No. 981

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0

FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011

0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

JCHANGE IN REVENUES!"

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Spec fy Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost: 00
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

[ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page itnecessary)
HB 127 adds service in the Peace Corps as allowable absences for permanent fund dividend eligibility.

The Peace Corps advises that 42 current Peace Corps volunteers name Alaska as their home of record.
Forty two additional applications in an estimated pool of 640,000 total applicants will have negligible impact

on the PFD workload.

The bill also includes needed clarification of the civil penalty provisions for PFD fraud and includes penalty
determinations under the PFD appeals process.

Phone
Date/Time 3/31/05 3 24 PM

Date 3/31/2005

Prepared by:  Sharon Barton
Division Permanent Fund Dividend

Approved by Jerry Burnett, Special Assistant to the Comissioner
Agency Department of Revenue
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ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Session
Contact:

Interim Address:

(907)-465-3719

3340 Badger Road FAX« (907H65-3258
North Pole, AK 99705 State Capitol
Room 204

(907)-488-5725
Fax# (907J-488-4271

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COGHILL

MEMORANDUM

Date: May 1,2006

To: Senator Thcrriault, Chair
Senate State Affairs

From:  Representative John Coghill - ) r?

Rc: HB 133 - Local Boundary Commission
Please schedule this bill for a hearing in Senate State Affairs at your earliest

convenience.

Thank you.

Ui [)ii'sent;tiiM™ Loiln ( npliill//1 1T.Is.NInliMik.iiN



Statement to the Senate State Affairs Committee
Regarding CSSSHB 133(JUD)am
By Darroll Hargraves, Chair, Local Boundary Commission
May 2, 2006

The Local Boundary Commission (LBC) as a whole has not had the opportunity to
express its position on the version of the bill before this committee. Prior to yesterday 3
hearing before the Senate Community and Regional Affairs Committee, the hill had
been dr mant for nearly one year.

Last year, however, the LBC unanimously opposed an earlier version of House Bill 133

(CSSHB 133(STA)) for "fundamental policy and legal concerns.” Itrust that the prior
written statements of the LBC regarding this bill are available to committee members.

Current laws provide substantial opportunity for public input on matters before the LBC
(at least seven weeks to file briefs and written comments on a petition, at least four
weeks to filecomments on the Department of Commerce 3 report to the LBC, and the
opportunity to testify and comment at a hearing of the LBC). Section 1 of the bill would
provide further opportunity for input in the case of a city or borough incorporation.
Inexplicably, however, itwould not provide the same opportunity for any of the other 11
types of proceedings that come before the LBC (city annexation, borough annexation,
city dissolution, borough dissolution, city merger, borough merger, city consolidation,
borough consolidation, city reclassification, city detachment, and borough detachment).
Ifthe additional measures are warranted for city or borough incorporation, why would
not similar measures be warranted for all other types of actions that come before the
LBC? Moreover, itshould be recognized that the requirement in Section 1 will extend

the time ittakes for a city or borough incorporation.

Section 3 of the hill seems to be ambiguous in terms of its construction. lhave heard
the testimony as to the intent of Section 3; however, lam uncertain that the bill would
accomplish that intent. Moreover, even ifitdoes accomplish the intent, here again, the
bill would extend requirements to certain proceedings before the LBC but not others. In
particular, in this case, itis purported that the bill would require, for a local action
annexation, approval of the voters of the annexing municipality and, separately,
approval of the voters of the area proposed for annexation. [Ifsuch isappropriate public
policy, why would itnot then be appropriate, for example in the case of a local action
detachment, to require voter approval in the area proposed for detachment and,
separately, the remainder of the municipality?

Iwish to note further that due to the additional LBC hearings required under this hill, |
have asked the Department of Commerce to reflect this fiscal impact in a fiscal note that

was prepared yesterday.

Thank you for considering these concerns.



ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Session Contact:
(907)-465-3'719

Interim Address:
3340 Badger Road FAX# (907>-465-3258
State Capitol

North Pole, AK 99705
(907J-488-5725 Room 204
Fax# (907)-488-4271

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COGHILL

CSSSHB 133 (CRA) Local Boundary Commission
SPONSOR STATEMENT

Committee Substitute for Sponsor Substitute for House Bill 133 makes four
changes in the way the Local Boundary Commission deals with municipal
incorporation, annexation, detachment, merger, consolidation, reclassification, and

dissolution.

This legislation protects the voters' right to incorporate, outline the boundaries, and
select the levels of service. The Local Boundary Commission will no longer be
able to amend the petition or impose conditions on the incorporation.

Also we will add a provision that requires at least two public meetings and voter
approval by a majority of the votes cast in an election before the Local Boundary
Commission can take a proposal directly to the legislature.

AS 29.06.040(c)(1) requires a proposed annexation to be approved by a “majority
of the votes on the question cast hv voters residing in the area proposed to he
annexed . The Local Boundary Commission has a regulation that expands that
requirement to “an aggregate vote of the people in the borough and the people in
the area to be annexed.” This is a requirement above and beyond what the
legislature had in mind and dilutes the voting rights of those voters in the area to be

annexed.

HB 133 requires a majority approval of the voters residing in the area to be
annexed and a majority approval of voters residing in the existing municipality.

This legislation is about fairness, preserving a representative form of government,
and making sure that laws implemented by non-clected servants of government
through regulation do not extend beyond the laws implemented by elected

legislators.

Ki pn-MMiUiliu- John Cnghill« I | (ilIS.stalc.uk.us



ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Session

Contact:
(907)-465-3719

Interim Address:

3340 Badger Road
North Pole, AK 99705
(907)-488-5725

Fax# (907>-488-4271

FAX# (907)-4(»5-3258
State Capitol
Room 204

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COGHILL

CSSSHB 133(STA)
Sectional

Section 1. Eliminates Local Boundary Commission's ability to amend petitions or impose
conditions on petitions approved by a vole of the people. Article 10, Section 12 of the Alaska
State Constitution provides that the local boundary' commission “may consider any proposed
local boundary change." It does not give power to amend proposals or place additional
requirements on the petitioners. This Section requires the commission to consider the proposal

and vote ii up or down.

Sec. 2. When a proposal is to be submitted to the legislature for approval, the proposal would
still he required to have two public hearings in the area of the proposed action and voter approval
of the voters in the proposed area. This language strengthens the constitutional provisions in
Article L section 2: “Source of Government ~ All political power is inherent in the people. All

government originates with the people..."

See. 3. This section requires two separate votes for an annexation and both elections separately
must be approved by a majority of the voters. One election is a vote of the people to be annexed
and the other election is a vote of the people in the existing municipality.

Sec. 4. Makes it very clear that reguh’ions cannot extend requirements beyond those
requirements set in statute and clears up the conflict of aggregate votes. The aggregate vote
regulation adds to the statutory requirements and way to annex property that is inconsistent with
the constitutional provision of Article 12, section 11: ‘Law-Making Power - As used in this
constitution, the terms “by law" and “By the legislature,” or variations of these terms, are used
interchangeably when related to law-making powers. Imlcss clearly inapplicable, the law-
making powers assigned to the legislature may be exercised by the people through the initiative,
subject to the limitations of Article XI. (Article XI deals with initiatives, rcferendums. and

recall)

Sec. 5. This applicability clause directs the existing applications before the LBC that have not
been finalized before the enactment of HB 133 to be processed by the conditions of HB 133.

Sec. 6. This is an effective date clause.



FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version. CSSSHB 133(JUD) am
() Publish Date

STATE OF ALASKA
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 5/01/06 Dept Affected Commerce

Title Municipal Boundary Changes/Commission RDU Comm Assist & Ec Dev (405)
Component Community Advocacy

Sponsor Coghill et al

Requester Senate Community & Regional Affairs _ Component No 2703

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012

Personal Services

Travel 100 10.0 100 100 10.0 100

Contractual 10 1.0 1.0 10 10 1.0

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES i |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) j
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1034 GF 110

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL

110 110 no no no

11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost: 00
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYsSIS:  |Atlach a separate page if necessary)

This legislation would require the Local Boundary Commission (LBC) to provide public notice and an opportunity lor public comment for
each municipal incorporation petition that was proposed to be amended or have conditions imposed by the Commission This fiscal
note assumes one city or borough incorporation petition with proposed amendments and/or conditions each year

The travel projections assume the Commission would travel back to the area affected by the Incorporation petition to resume the initial
public hearing and decisional session alter taking further comment on each proposed amendment or condition The projected costs
are for travel, overnight accommodations, and per diem tor 5 members ol the LBC (one member appointed Irom each ol four judicial

districts), one member of the LBC staff and a court reporter

Contractual costs are lor public notice of opportunity lor public commeni on each proposed amendment or condition

Phone 907.269 4578
Date/Ti j 5/1/06 2 14 PM

Date 5/1/7006

Prepared by Michael Black. Director
Division Community Advocacy

Approved by  William C Noll, Commissioner
Agency Commerce. Community , and Economic Development

(Revised 972006QVB) Page 1of 1
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AML Borough formatioii Task force Recommendation

Amendments to Title 29

AS 29.05.031 Amendment: Add new subsection (c) as follows:

(c) In setting boundaries of a proposed borough or unified municipality, consideration
shall be given to existing administrative or corporate boundaries and to drainage basins or other
regional geographic features. However, while corporate and administration boundaries may be
considered, such boundaries shall not be entitled to any presumption in the determination of the
appropriate boundaries under subsection (a) of this section. The following apply:

(1) Absent a specific and persuasive showing to the contrary, the Local Boundary
Commission shall, while acting in the best interest of the State, strive to preserve maximum
flexibility, local preference, and areas of common interests when approving petition boundaries.

(2) All boundaries approved under subsection (a) of this section shall be structured
such that all bordering areas have a reasonable potential to form viable political subdivisions. If
the proposed boundary ofa new borough would leave an enclave or a non-viable area between it
and an existing borough, and the standards for establishing borough boundaries would call for
annexation of that area to the existing borough rather than the proposed borough, the Local
Boundary Commission shall extend the boundaries of the existing borough to include that area.
Petitions will not be approved that would leave enclaves or non-viablc areas between boroughs.
Existing boroughs affected by potential boundary changes shall be given notice and have the
opportunity to offer input prior to the determination of final boundaries.

(3) The Local Boundary Commission will not consider incorporation of a proposed

borough containing more than one home rule and/or first class city unless its petition includes

resolutions of support from each city council.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

committee on 137 dated
(hill #/ subject)

Signed:

Testifier
Representing (optional)
Address

Telephone



AMENDMENT#

OFFERED IN THE SENATE STATE AFFAIRS

TO: CSSSHB 133(JUD)

1 Page 2, line 16:

2 After the word “annexation
3 Insert:

4 or detachment

5

6 Page 2, line 17:

7 After the word “annexing”
8 Insert:

9 or detaching

10

BY

24-LS0512\I.A



Statement to the Senate State Affairs Committee
Regarding CSSSHB 133(JUD)am
By Darroll Hargraves, Chair, Local Boundary Commission
May 2, 2006

The Local Boundary Commission (LBC) as a whole has not had the opportunity to
express its position on the version of the hill before this committee. Prior to yesterday 3
hearing before the Senate Community and Regional Affairs Committee, the hill had
been dormant for nearly one year.

Last year, however, the LBC unanimously opposed an earlier version of House Bill 133

(CSSHB 133(STA)) for "fundamental policy and legal concerns.” Itrust that the prior
written statements of the LBC regarding this bill are available to committee members.

Current laws provide substantial opportunity for public input on matters before the LBC
(at least seven weeks to file briefs and written comments on a petition, at least four
weeks to filecomments on the Department of Commerce”s report to the LBC, and the
opportunity to festify and comment at a hearing of the LBC). Section 1 of the bill would
provide further opportunity for input in the case of a city or borough incorporation.
Inexplicably, however, itwould not provide the same opportunity for any of the other 11
types of proceedings that come before the LBC (city annexation, borough annexation,
city dissolution, borough dissolution, city merger, borough merger, city consolidation,
borough consolidation, city reclassification, city detachment, and borough detachment).
Ifthe additional measures are warranted for city or borough incorporation, why would
not similar measures be warranted for all other types of actions that come before the
LBC? Moreover, itshould be recognized that the requirement in Section 1 will extend
the time ittakes for a city or borough incorporation.

Section 3 of the hill seems to be ambiguous in terms of its construction. lhave heard
the testimony as to the intent of Section 3; however, lam uncertain that the oill would
accomplish that intent. Moreover, even ifitdoes accomplish the intent, here again, the
bill would extend requirements to certain proceedings before the LBC but not others. In
particular, in this case, itis purported that the bill would require, for a local acnon
annexation, approval of the voters of the annexing municipality and, separately,
approval of the voters of the area proposed for annexation. IFsuch isappropriate public
policy, why would itnot then be appropriate, for example in the case of a local action
detachment, to require voter approval in the area proposed for detachment and,
separately, the remainder of the municipality?

Iwish to note further that due to the additional LBC hearings required under this hill. |
have asked the Department of Commerce to reflect this fiscal imDact in a fiscal note that

was prepared yesterday.

Thank you for considering these concerns.



ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Session Contact:
(907)-465-3719
FAX# (907M65-3258
State Capitol
Room 204

L.reriin Address:

3340 Badger Road
North Pole, AK 99705
(907)-488-5725

Fax# (907)-488-4271

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COGHILL

CSSSHB 133 (CRA) Local Boundary Commission
SPONSOR STATEMENT

Committee Substitute For Sponsor Substitute for House Bill 133 makes four
changes in the way the Local Boundary Commission deals with municipal
incorporation, annexation, detachment, merger, consolidation, reclassification, and

dissolution.

This legislation protects the voters’ right to incorporate, outline the boundanes, and
select the levels of service. The Local Boundary Commission will no longer be
able to amend the petition or impose ¢ nditions on the incorporation.

Also we will add a provision that requires at least two public meetings and voter
approval by a majority of the votes cast in an election before the Local Boundary

Commission can take a proposal directly to the legislature.

AS 2¢T06.040(c)(l) requires a proposed annexation to be approved by a “majority
of the votes on the question cast bv voters residing in the area proposed to he
annexed”. The Local Boundary Commission has a regulation that expands that
requirement to "an aggregate vote of the people in the borough and the people in
the area to be annexed.” This is a requirement ab”e and beyond what the
legislature had in mind and dilutes the voting rights of those voters in the area to be

annexed.

HB 133 requires a majority approval of the voters residing in the area to be
annexed and a majority approval of voters residing in the existing municipality.

This legislation is about fairness, preserving a representative form of government,
and m ‘'.ing sure that laws implemented by non-eiectcd servants of government
through regulation do not extend beyond the laws implemented by elected

legislators.

ReprestMUativL' Jidin Cogliillfa [1.G1S.stute.uk.m



FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version: CSSSHB 133(JUD) am

() Publish Date:

STATE OF ALASKA
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision DateTTime (Note if correction): s5/01/06 Dept Affected; Commerce
Title Municipal Boundary Changes/Commission RDU Comm Assist & Ec Dev (405)
Component Community Advocacy

Sponsor Coghill et al
Requester Senate Community & Regional Affairs Component No. 2703
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Nole Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel 100 10.0 10.0 100 10.0 10.0
Contractual 1.0 10 10 10 10 10
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | I 7

| [ [ T

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 Gr 11.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 11.0 11.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

110 o 11.0 no 11.0

11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost: 00
Mark this box (X, if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page it necessary)

This legislation would require the Local Boundary Commission (LBC) to provide public nctice and an opportunity for public comment for
each municipal incorporation petition that was proposed to be amended or have conditions imposed by the Commission  This fiscal
note assumes one city or borough incorporation petition with proposed amendments and/or conditions each year

The travel projections assume the Commission would travel back to the area affected by the incorporation petition to resume the initial
public hearing and decisional session after taking further comment on each prog(o:sed amendment or condition The p[%ected costs
are for travel, overnight accommodations, and per diem for 5 members of the LBC (one member appointed from each of four judicial

districts), one member of the LBC staff, and a court reporter
Contractual costs are for public notice of opportunity for public comment on each proposed amendment or condition

Phone 907 269 4578
DateTTime 5/1/06 2:14 PM

Date 5/1/2006

Prepared by: Michael Black, Director
Division Community Advocacy

Approved by: William C Noll. Commissioner
Agency Commerce. Community and Economic Development
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Alaska State Legislature

Chair
Military and Veterans Affairs Committee

Member
Labor and Commercc Committee
Sate Affairs Committee
Eton Dev, Int'l Trade & Tourism

Education Committee . .
Joint Armed Services Comrittee A Communication From
REPRESENTATIVE BOB LYNN

Finance Subcomritiees Chairman

Labor and Workforce Development . , . .
Community and Economic Development HOUSE Miilitary and Veterans’ Affairs Committee

Military and Veterans' Affairs
E-Mail: Representative_Bob_Lynn@ legis.state.ak.us
“Bob Lynn’s Alaska Blog” AlaskaDislricl31 blogspot.com

Date: February 15, 2006

To: Senator Gene Therriault, Chair
Senate State Affairs Committee

From: Representative Bob Lynn, Chair
House Military and Veterans’ Affairs Committee

Re: House Bill 167, Death Certificate for Deceased Veterans

Session:
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone:(907)465-4931
Fax-(907) 465-4316
Toll Free (800) 870-4391

Interim:
716W 4hAe,, *30
Anchorage, AK 99B01-2133

Phone (907)269-0205
Fax (907)269-0207

The House Military and Veterans’ Affairs Committee respectfully requests that House Bill 167
be scheduled in the Senate State Affairs Committee at your earliest convenience. Included in this

packet is the following information:

« Current Version of Bill
« Sponsor Statement

« Sectional Analysis

« Backup material

Thank you for your consideration


mailto:Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us

Alaska Sate Legislature |

Chair
Military and Veterans Affairs Conittee Aaska Stale Capitol
Jureau, AK 90801-1182

Member
Labor and Commerce Committee Phone: (907) 465-4931
State Affairs Committee Fax (907) 4654316
Eoon Dev, Int'l Trade & Tourism Toll Free: (800) 870-4301
Education Comnittee . H
Joint Armed Services Committee A Communlcatlon From Interim:
REPRESENTATIVE BOB LYNN 716 W 4hAve., #350
Finance Subcommittees C hairm an Anchorage, AK 99501-2133
Labor and Workforce Development . . .
Community and Econonic Development HOUSE M ilitary and Veterans’ Affairs Committee Phone-(907) 269-0205

Fax (907) 269-0207

Representative Bob Lynnyi'lcgis stale uk us

Military and Veterans' Affairs

CS HB 167 (STA)
Death Certificates for Deceased Veteran

Sponsor Statement

HB 167 provides a death certificate without cost to a surviving spouse, next of kin, or other
relative of a deceased veteran. The hill is modeled after Arizona statute, and will provide one

certified copy to the eligible recipient.

HB 167 also creates the Governor’s Memorial Certificate Program to allow the Adjutant
General 10honor deceased veterans who are residents of Alaska, by issuing to their family
memorial certificates. The certificate program is modeled after the Presidential Memorial
Certificate Program. It is the intent that the Governor’s Memorial Certificate Program will
simply be a certificate given to surviving family members or other eligible recipients as defined,
acknowledging the State’s appreciation for the service of the deceased veteran. This portion of

the bill was previously in HB 166.

« The bill was amended on the House Floor to expand eligible recipient to include
veteran’s surviving spouse, next of kin, relative of deceased veterans or other

representative (trustee, administrator) of the veteran.

Sectional Analysis

Section | (7) outlines who is eligible to receive a free death certificate and indicates that one free
death certificate be issued to eligible recipient.

Section 2 adds the Governor’s Memorial Certificate Program to AS 26.10. It outlines the
procedure for the program

(b) (1) This section defines who is an “eligible individual” of a deceased veteran.

(b) (2) This section defines “veteran” as the meaning given in AS 26.10.080
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Printer Friendly Version Page 1of 1

39-122. Free searches for and copies of public records to be used in claims....mst United States: liability
for noncompliance

A No state, county or city, or any officer or board thereofshall demand or receive a fee or compensation for
issuing certified copies of public records or for making search for them, when they are to be used in
connection with a claim for a pension, allotment, allowance, compensation, insurance or other benefits
which is to be presented to the United States or a bureau or department thereof.

B. Notaries public shall not charge for an acknowledgment to a document which is to be so filed or
presented.

C. The services specified in subsections A and B shall be rendered on request of an official of the United
States, a claimant, his guardian or attorney. For each failure or refusal so to do, the officer so failing shall be

liable on his official bond.

A rizon a, Nojos e
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legal information institute US CODE COLLECTION
search

TITLE 38 > PART | > CHAPTER 1 > Sec. 112. Prev | Next

Search this title:

Sec. 112. - Presidential memorial certificate
program
) Search Title 38

At the request of the President the Secretary may
conduct a program for nonoring the memory of deceased

veterans, discharged under honorable conditions, by Notes

preparing and sending to eligible recipients a certificate Updates

bearing the signature of tne President and expressing the Parallel authorities
country's grateful recognition of the veteran's service in the (CFR)

Armed Forces. The award of a certificate to one eligible Topical references

recipient will not preclude authorization of another certificate
if a request is received from some other eligible recipient.

(b)

For the purpose of this section an "eligible recipient”
means the next of kin, a relative or friend upon request, or
an authorized service representative acting on behalf of such

relative or friend

Prev | Next
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Bullock
3/3/06
SENATE CSFOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167(STA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:

Referred:
Sponsor(s): HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS

ABILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 1 "An Act relating to providing a death certificate for a deceased veteran without cost;

2

3

and relating to a program to honor the memory of a deceased veteran."

I'BE ITENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I. AS 18.50.320 is amended lo read:

Sec. 18.50.320. Copies of data from vital records. Except as otherwise
provided and in accordance with the regulations adopted under AS 18.50.310,

(1) the bureau and the custodian of permanent local records shall, upon

request, issue a certified copy of a certificate or record in their custody, or a pan of it;

each copy issued must show the date of registration or recording, and copies issued

from records marked "delayed.” "amended," or "coun order" shall be similarly marked

and must show the effective dale;
(2) a certified copy of a certificate or a part of u issued in accordance

with (1) of this section is considered the original for all purposes and is prima facie
evidence of the facts stated: however. [PROVIDED THAT] the evidentiary value of a

- SCS CSHB 167(STA)

New Text Underlined [DELETED TENT BRACKETED]
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certificate or record filed more than one year aft  ihe event, or a record that has been
amended, or a presumptive death certificate, shall be determined by the judicial or
administrative body or official before whom the certificate is offered as evidence;

(3) the National Office of Vital Statistics may be furnished the copies
or data it requires for national statistics if the bureau is reimbursed for the cost of
furnishing the data; the National Office of Vital Statistics may not use the data for
purposes other than statistical purposes unless authorized by the state registrar;

(4) federal, state, local, and other public or private agencies, upon
request, may be furnished copies or data for statistical purposes on the terms or
conditions prescribed by the bureau;

(5) a person or agency may not prepare or issue a certificate or part of
a certificate that purports to be an original, certified copy, or copy of a certificate of
birth, death, fetal death, or marnage, except as authorized in this chapter or the
regulations adopted under it;

(6) upon request,the bureau shall furnish a copy of a certificate or
recordregistered by the bureau to the child support services agency created in
AS 25.27.010, or the child support enforcement agency of another state, for child
support purposes authorized under law; such a certificate or record that is prepared or
maintained in an electronic data base may be supplied by providing the requesting
agency with a copy of the electronic certificate or record and a statement certifying its
contents®

(7) upon request and without cost to the individual making the
request, thebureau shall issue one certified copy of the death certificate of a
veteran to an eligible recipient for the purpose of satisfying an eligibility
requirement for a benefit related to the death of the veteran; in this paragraph,
"eligible recipient” and "\eteran" have the meanings given in AS 26.10.085.

*Sec. 2. AS 26.10 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 26.10.085. Governor's memorial certificate program, (a) Upon request
of the governor, the adjutant general of the Department of Military and Veterans'
Affairs may conduct a program for honoring the memory of a deceased veteran, who
was a resident of the state and was discharged under honorable conditions, by

SCS CSHB 167(STA) -2-
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preparing and sending to an eligible recipient a certificate bearing the signature of the
governor and expressing the state's grateful recognition of the veteran's service. The
award of a certificate to one eligible recipient does not preclude authorization of
another certificate if a request is received from another eligible recipient.

(b) The Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs shall determine the form
and content of the certificate and may adopt regulations necessary to administer the

program.

(¢) In this section,
(1) "eligible recipient" means the veteran's surviving spouse, or next of

kin, or relative of the deceased veteran, the deceased veteran's heir or devisee, and the
administrator, executor, personal representative, foreign personal representative,
beneficiary, conservator, fiduciary, special administrator, successor personal
administrator, or trustee of the deceased veteran's estate;

(2) "veteran" means an individual who
(A) is on active duty or has received an honorable or general

discharge from a branch of the aimed services of the United States, tne Alaska
Scouts, the Alaska Territorial Guard, the Alaska A~my National Guard, the
Alaska Naval Militia, or a reserve unit of the United States armed iorces in

Alaska; and
(B) was a resident of Alaska at the time of the individual’s

death.

-3- SCS CSHB 167(STA)
New Text Underlined IDELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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Presidential Memorial Certificates
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A Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC) isan engraved paper
certificate, signed by the current President, to honor the memory of

honorably discharged deceased veterans.

History
This program was initiated in March 1962 by President John F

Kennedy and has been continued by all subsequent
Presidents. Statutory authority for the program is Section 112,
Title 38, of the United States Code.

Administration
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) administers the PMC

program by preparing the certificates which bear the
President"s signature expressing the country 3 grateful
recognition of the veteran®s service in the United States Armed

Forces.



Eligibility
Eligible recipients include the deceased veteran 3 next of kin
and loved ones. More than one certificate may be provided.
Application
Eligible recipients, or someone acting on their behalf, may
apply fora PMC inperson atany VA regional office or by U.S.

mail only. Requests cannot be sent via email. There isno form
Please be sure to enclose a

to use when requesting a PMC.
irtificate. Please

copy of the veteran®s discharge and death
submit copies only, as we cannot return original documents.
We are presently receiving mail at our Washington, D.C.
address, however mail delivery is considerably slower than
normal .

Ifyou would like to request a Presidential Memorial Certificate,
or ifyou requested one more than eight (8) weeks ago and
have not received ityet, we ask that you either;

1. Fax your request and all supporting documents (copy of
discharge and death certificate) to: (202) 565-8054, or

2. Mail your request and all supporting documents using either
the U.S. Postal Service or a commercial mail service, such as
one of the overnight or express mail delivery services, to:

Presidential Memorial Certificates (402E12)
Department of Veterans Affairs
310 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20420-0001

Ifyou have any questions about a certificate you have
received, a request you have already sent in, or about
the program ingeneral, you may call (202) 565-4964. Or
you may email us at:

PMC@mail.va.gov
PLEASE NOTE: The above telephone number and
email address are for questions about the Presidential
Memorial Certificate Program only. We do not accept e-
mail requests. All requests must be in writing.
Veteran Service Officers and Funeral Homes -Please
contact us at (202) 565-4259 or (202) 501-2004 for
information about submitting requests.
We do not administer other VA programs or have access
to other VA records. For assistance with other VA
benefits or records please use the "Contact the VA" link

below. Or call your Regional office at:

- 1-800-827-1000






SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
CSHB 178(STA) am

SFECIAL REQUEST LICENSE PLATES

*Sec. |- Removes unnecessary language from Vehicle Registration and Title
Statute 28.10.181(b). Also makes a technical change.

*Sec. 2- Permits owner ofany motor vehicle to purchase "vanity" plates.

*Sec. 3-Permits owner of any motor vehicle to purchase veterans with
disabilities, disabled while in the Alaska Territorial Guard, or disability plates, i!

qualified.

*Sec. 4 - Allows elected state officials to use their plates on vehicles which are
not visually identifiable .iscommercial vehicles. Allows an elected official to
retain their plates after they have expired.

*Sec. 5 - Allows Alaska National Guard personnel specially plates on anv motor
vehicle.

*Sec. 6 - Allows special request university plates on any motor vehicle.

*Sec. 7 Removes the requirement that veterans use their specialt\ plates onlv
on non-commercial vehicles.

*Sec. 8§ - Same as above for recipients of the Purple Ilenrt speciailv plates.
*Sec.y - Permits dog mushing plates on any motor vehicle.

*Sec. 10- Permits Alaska children’s trust plates on any motor vehicle.
*Sec. 11 -Same as above for special plates commemorating the arts.

" Sec. 12-Same for Alaska Veterans plates.

*Sec. 13 - States that commercial registration fees must be paid in addition to
specialtv plate fee.

"Sec. 14-July 1-2005 el fective date.
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Representative Kurt O I'son
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Session: lanuary - May
Stale Capitol 145 Main Street Loop, Sle 221
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 Kenai, AK 99611
Phone. 907-465-2693 Phone: 907-283-2690
| av 907-283-2763

| av; 907-465-3835
Official Business

Sponsor Statement
CSHB 178(STA) AM Special Request License Plates

The State of Alaska, Department of Administration, Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
is responsible for all motor vehicle registration. Part of the registration process includes
the issuance of license plates displaying the registration identification (plate number)

with the month and year of the vehicle's registration expiration. Currently the DMV is
issuing the gold and blue Last Frontier" plate as the standard plate, which is included

in the cost of registering the vehicle.

Passenger vehicle owners interested in plates other than the standard "Last Frontier"
plate have several options. DMV currently ¢ ts 32 specialty plates including veteran's
plates, recipient of the Purple Heart, collector vehicles, children's trust plates and
university plates. Some of the specialty plates are available to only those that meet
certain criteria (e.g. veterans plates) and others are sold as revenue generators for a
specific purpose (e.g. a portion of the fee for plates commemorating Alaska veterans
may be appropriated to programs benefiting Alaska veterans), the purchase of these
plates is separate from the fee for the vehicle registration. Inaddition to the specialty
plates, passenger vehicle owners are able to purchase "vanity" plates that display up to
six characters as requested by the vehicle owner.

Owners of vehicles used in commercial activities do not have the same options above as
owners of passenger vehicles. The statute restricts the use of "vanity" plates and the
use of most specialty plates to passenger vehicles, motorcycles, noncommercial vans or

pick-ups, or motor homes.

This bill will change that practice. It will allow all motor vehicles subject to registration

the opportunity to display the standard, "vanity" or a specialty plate offered by the
DMV. Each additional plate sold will generate additional revenue for the Slate of

Alaska.

This bill was amended to allow elected state official's registration plates to be retained
al ter they have expired. Elected state officials may not display their special plates on
visual! identifiable commercial vehicles.

| tii.nl: RepreNciilalive_KurLOIsnn@Ivgis.stalc.ak.us
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 178(FIN)
(H) Publish Date: 4/4/05

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected Administration

Title Act relating to the registration ‘RDU Division of Motor Vehicles
and registration plates for certain Component Motor Vehicles

Sponsor Rep. Olson

Requester (H) Finance Component No 2348

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011

Personal Services
Travel

Contractual 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 50 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES (1156) 5.0 5.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 10
43.5 43.5 85 8.5 8.5 8.5

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

1156 Receif.1 supported services 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00
TOTAL 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost: 00

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate papp ' necessary)
This bill will allow tne greater ust ' personal, specialty and veteran license plates. Current Statutes limit

what type or class of vehicle may use such plates. With this correction, all plates approved by the
Department will be available for all motor vehicle registration. Change in Capital Expenditures and
Revenue increase are due to additional projected plate sales. (1500 additional sets of plates in FY 06 & 07)
One time change in Operating Expenditures will pay for programming changes required

Revised 4/1 to reflect change of Purple Heart plate fee discontinued. Decrease in revenue is projected to
be $1.5 annually (50 new sets @ S30.00 / set) No other changes are expected as a result.

Phone 269 5008

Prepared by: Duane Bannock, Director
Date/Time 4/1/05 8:54 AM

Division Motor Vehicles
Approved by:  Michael Tibbies, Deputy Commissioner Date 4/1/2005
Agency Department of Administration

(KovIMX) W V 2004 OMB) Page 1o0f 1_






ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Session

Contact:

Interim Address:

(907)-465-3719

3340 Badger Road FAX# (007)-405-3258
North Pole, AK 99705 State Capitol
(907)-488-5725 Room 204

Fax# (907)-488-4271
REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COGHILL

MEMORANDUM

Date:  April 27. 2005

To: Senator Gene Therriault, Chairman
State Affairs Committee

From:  Representative John Co

Re: HB 181
1 am requesting that HB 181 “An Act authorizing a waiver for active duty
military service of continuing education requirements for renewal of

occupational licenses” be scheduled for a hearing at your earliest convenience.

f\ttached are HB 181, sponsor statement, and fiscal notes.

Thank you.

Kepi'i,siiilu(ivo John (uMiill(>'1.K(ilS.sliitc.ak.iis



ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Contact:

Interim Address:

3340 Badger Road
North Pole, AK 99705
(907)488-5725

Fax# (907)488-4271

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COGHILL

SPONSOR STATEMENT

Session

(907)465-3719

FAX# <907(-465-3258

State Capitol
Room 204

HB 181 Continuing Education Waiver for Members of the Armed Forces

of the United States

This legislation is introduced to eliminate the possibility of a
professional licensee losing his or her license because of failure to fulfill
statutory requirements for continuing education while serving on active

duty.

Many professional license holders are full-time active duly military or
members of reserve or auxiliary components of the armed forces.
Oftentimes the men and women serving our country no longer have the
ability to fulfill the educational requirements to maintain their specific

license, registration, permit or certificate.

HB 181 provides a waiver of the educational requirements and allows
the license holder to return to Alaska and have an extended period of
time to fulfill the continuing education requirements without losing their

license for non-compliance.

Representative John Coj'liill@1,K(JIS.slitte.ak.ns



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 181(MLV)
(H' Publish Date: 3/18/05

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected” Commerce

Title Waive Continuing Education RDU Occupational Licensing (117)
Requirement foFMHtary Component Occupational Licensing

Sponsor Coghill

Requester House Military and Veterans' Affairs Component No. 2360

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 1156 ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other 1156 - Receipt Supported Services
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost: 00
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget proposal:

POSITIONS _
Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a Separate pade if necessary)

0.0

0.0

0.0

HB 181 establishes a waiver of continuing education requirements for renewal of occupational licenses for
the period in which a licensee is engaged in active duty military service. This legislation has no fiscal

impact on the operations of the division.

Prepared by: Rick Urion, Director

Phone (907) 465-2144

Division Occupational Licensing Date/Time 3/17/05 11:24 AM
Approved by: Edgar Blatchford, Commissioner Date 3/17/2005
Agency Commerce, Community, and Economic Development

Page 1of 1

(Revised 9/23/2004 OMB)



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 2

2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 181(MLV)

(H) Publish Date: 3/18/05

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Military and Veterans Affairs

Title An Act establishing a waiver for activeduty RDU Military and Veterans Affairs
military service of continuing education requirements .._.. Component Office of the Commissioner

Sponsor Military and Veterans Affairs

Requester (H) Military and Veterans Affairs Component No. 414

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) f

FUND SO"RCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach aSeparate page ilnecessary)
There is no fiscal impact.

FY 2011

0.0

0.0

Prepared by: John Cramer Phone (907) 465-4602
Division Division of Administrative Services Date/Time 3/8/05 1:.54 PM

Approved by: Commissioner Craig E. Campbell Date 3/8/2005
Agency Department of Military and Veterans Affairs

(Hevised 9/23/2004 OMB)

Page 1o0f 1






Representative Mike Hawker

Alaska State Legislature

J-Uv
2-Ssion _ To: Senator Gene Therriault
Siate Capitol Chairman, Senate State Affairs Committee

Juneau. AK MHOI
907 465-4949 direct
800 478-4950 loll lice From: Representative Mike Hawker

907 465-4979 lax
Date: April 21, 2005

Interim
7|tV 4™ Avenue Re: House Bill 183
Anchorage, AK 99501
907 209-0244 office
9117 209-0248 fax
I request that House Bill 183, which would make two changes to

Member our campaign finance reporting statutes, be scheduled at your

House | ounce Committee earliest convenience. The hill would allow one candidate to
l.ceislutiv Mmi jet reimburse another candidate for a shared expense and also allow a
& Audit | oiu ruttee candidate or political party to give a fundraising list to another

[Inline Ihsim | 42 candidate or political parly.

| .icle Kiver

\nclimaue Currently, when more than one candidate is involved in an event,

IF:;iir;l:]ow vendors must collect separately from each candidate. This

lilid complication is an unnecessary inconvenience for vendors and

(iiidwood does not substantially enhance Alaska®s strict campaign finance

l'itriage regulation.

Wntiicr

Siiiuise

Hope The intent of current law is to prohibit one campaign from making a
loan or contribution to another campaign. This prohibition is
accomplished by imposing the burden of compliance on business
owners rather than candidates. It is reasonable to expect

candidates to know and comply with campaign statutes, but itis not
appropriate to impose this expectation on merchants during the
ordinary conduct of their business.

The second change, toallow the sharing of fundraising lists, was an
amendment added on the House Floor.

I have one amendment, proposed by the Alaska Public Offices
Commission, to change “five working days"™ to “Seven days””to
conform to existing statutory language. Please feel free to contact
me ifyou need any additional information. You may also contact
my legislative aide, Juli Lucky.

i |j.miki-.Ini\vki,r</U%jiis,sl.ili,..ik.us ¢ \vvvv\,.ikiv|>ublii.ins.oro"' liawki-r
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Representative Mike Hawker

Alaska State Legislature

CS for House Bill 183 (JUD) am
Sponsor Statement

“An Act relating to the use of campaign contributions for shared
campaign activity expenses and to reimbursement of those
expenses; and amending the definition of 'contribution' in regard to
sharing fundraising lists between candidates and political parties
without compensation.”

House dill 183 allows a candidate to reimburse another candidate for
costs incurred in a shared campaign expense within five working days of
the expenditure. Currently, when more than one candidate is involved in
an event, vendors must collect separately from each candidate. This
complication isan unnecessary inconvenience for vendors and does not
substantially enhance Alaska 3 strict campaign finance regulation.

The intent of current law is to prohibit one campaign from making a loan
or contribution to another campaign. This prohibition is accomplished by
imposing the burden of compliance on vendors rather than candidates.
It is reasonable to expect candidates to know and comply with campaign
statutes, but it is not appropriate to impose this expectation on
merchants during the ordinary conduct of their business.

This bill allows one candidate participating in a shared campaign activity
to pay a vendor if the other candidate(s) involved reimburse their portion
of that payment within five working days. [Ifthe complete reimbursement
were not received within that time limit, the expenditure would be an
illegal campaign-to-campaign contribution.

The proposed statute relieves vendors of unnecessary responsibilities
while maintaining our strict statutory prohibition of campaign-to-

campaign loans or contributions.

Staff Contact: Juli Lucky 465-4949 Revised 4/21/2005

rep.mike.hawker®© legis.state.ak.us +  http://www.akrepublicans.org/hawker/
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Session
Suiic Capilol
Juneau. AK 99X01
>07 465-4949 (lireci
800478-4950 loll tree
907465-4979 fax

[litvinl
716 W4™ Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501
907 269-0244 office
907 269-024S fax

Aenther
House Finance Committee

i.cglshtthv budget
ii Audit Committee

House District 2
Faille Rico
mH Innate
Kaiul'ioi

Incien
Hd
(ifiihonoti

Fartaste
IHutlier
Qrrise

Hoe

rep.mike. hawker@ legis. state, ak. us

Representative Mike Hawker

Alaska State Legislature

House Bill 183
Changes between original and committee substitutes

House Bill 183 allows a candidate to reimburse another candidate for
costs incurred ina shared campaign expense within a certain period of

time from the date of the expenditure.

The original bill specified that the payment must be received within 48

hours.

The House State Affairs Committee extended the repayment period to
three working days.

The House Judiciary Committee further extended the repayment period
to five working days.

A House Floor amendment allows a candidate and political party to
share a fundraising list

The Senate State Affairs Committee changed "five working days"™ to
"seven days" at the request of the Alaska Public Offices Commission to

conform to existing statute.

Staff Contact: Juli Lucky 465-4949 Revised 3/1712005

*  httn://www.akrepublicans.org/hawker/
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Representative Mike Hawker

Alaska State Legislature

Fact Sheet for House Bill 183

Short Title: Campaign Finance: Shared Expenses
Current Version: CS HB 183 (JUD) am
Staff Contact: Juli Lucky, 465-4949

Summary:

> Clarifies that a payment for a shared expense made by one candidate
that is reimbursed by the other participating candidate(s) within five
working days is not an illegal campaign-to-campaign contribution.

> Allows a candidate and political party »o0 share a fundraising list.

Benefits:

< Puts the onus for complying with campaign finance regulations
regarding shared expenses on the candidate.

N Reduces paperwork and helps vendors receive prompt payment when
providing services for political campaigns.

N Removes a prohibition against sharing a list of nominal value.

Background:

Current statute and regulations do not give clear guidance about payment for
shared campaign activities, such as jointly hosted fundraisers. The statute
clearly states that one campaign cannot make a contribution to another. The
regulations clarify that candidates (or groups) may share campaign efforts if
the costs and income are accounted for separately. The regulation has been
interpreted to prohibit one candidate from paying a bill in full then collecting a
reimbursement from each participating candidate.

This prohibition puts the burden on businesses to collect from each candidate
on a pro-rata basis and reimburse any funds received over the pro-rata
amount. House Bill 183 would allow for one candidate to make the
expenditure and then collect from the other campaigns within five working
days, thereby reducing the burden on businesses.

Revised 4/21/2005

rcp.mikc.luiwkcr@ legis.statc.ak.us +  http:// www.akrcpublicans.org/liawker/
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AMENDMENT

TO: CS HB 183 (JUD) am

Page 2, line 20, following “within”

Delete “five working”

insert “seven”






Representative

Mike Chenault

Interim:

State of A laska

l-L.s Mnin Si. Loop. Second Floor

Kctiiii. Altiskd 99G1I
1907)
fin (907) 28.K1075

04/26/05
To:

From:

Subject:

House of Representatives

Senator Therriault, Chair
Senator Wagoner, Vice Chair
Senator Huggins, Member
Senator Davis, Member
Senator Elton, Member

Representative Mike Chenault

Officiiil Husincss

Session:
C'upitol Kuilding, Room 4S2

(907) +IB5-8779
Toll I tee: (800) 1(>9;1779
Fax: (907) IB5-2838

Request for Senate State Affairs Committee Hearing

This office respectfully requests a hearing of the Senate Stale Affairs
Committee on HB 201 “An act relating to an application for a permanent
fund dividend for a member of the armed forces of the United States
serving on active duty outside of the state: and providing for an effective
date" at your earliest convenience.

If you have further questions on the scheduling of this committee
hearing, please contact Sue Wright in Room 505 (907) 465-3779.

Thank you for your time and cooperation.

Kepnsenliilive Mike C'licnnulKiilcjlis.stiilc.ilk.iis



State of A laska

Representative Official Business
M ike Chenault
: Session:
Interim: Capitol Buildiiiji, Boom 122
Juilcati, Alaska 99801 1182
(907) '55-3779
Toll | ree: (800) 4(19-3779
lav: (907) 165-2833

|1 15 Main St. Loop, Second Moor
Kcniii, Alnskii 9981 1
(907) 282-7223

I'liv (1)07) 2S3 31175 .
to7) House of Representatives

04/22/05

To: Senator Therriault, Chair
Senator Wagoner, Vice Chair
Senator Huggins, Member
Senator Davis, Member
Senator Elton, Member /

From:  Representative Mike Chenault

Subject:  Request for Senate State Affairs Committee Hearing

This office respectfully requests a hearing of the Senate State Affairs
Committee on MB 201 “An act relating to an application for a permanent

fund dividend for a member of the armed forces of the United States
serving on active duly outside of the stale: and providing for an effective

date” at your earliest convenience.

If you have further questions on the scheduling of this committee
hearing, please contact Sue Wright in Room 505 (907) 465-3779.

Thank you for your time and cooperation.



Representative

Mike Chenault

Interim:

145 Main St. Loop, Second Floor
Kenui, Alaska 99(51 |

(907) 283-7223

Fax: (907) 2X3-3075

State of Alaska

House of Representatives

Sponsor Statement

Official Business

Session:

Capitol Building. Room 432
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
(907 ) 4(55-3779

Toll I-ree: (300) 4159-37 '9
i\ (907) -1(55-2833

I[IH 201 “An act relating lo an application tor a permanent fund dividend lor a
member of the armed services of the United States serving on active duty outside the

state of Alaska”

The purpose of (his bill is lo permit the person who has power of attorney for an
individual who is serving on active duly with the United States armed services outside the
slate of Alaska to sign and file a permanent fund application for said individual.



LEGAL SERVICES

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIAI_,% AGENCY
(90/) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF KA State Capitol
FAX (907) 465-2029 Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Mail Stop 3101 Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329
MEMORANDUM March 9, 2005
SUBJECT: Permanent fund dividends for members of the armed forces:

sectional summary (HB 201)

TO: Representative Mike Chenault,
Co-chair, House Finance Committee

Attn: Erich DeLand

FROM: Tamara Brandt Cook
Director /

Sec. 1. Permits another person to complete and file a permanent fund dividend
application for a member of the United States armed forces who is serving outside of the
country. The person must have a power of attorney from the member of the armed forces

that authorizes the person to file the application.

Sec. 2. The effective date is January 1, 2006, the day before the beginning of the filing
period for 2006 permanent fund dividend applications.

TBC:med
05-166.med



Erich Deland

From:
Sent:
To.

Linda Zimmerman [lzimmerman@kpbsd.k12.ak.us]
Tuesday, March 15, 2005 10:24 PM

Erich Deland
troy.zimmerman@ us.army.mil

HB 201 testimonial

Subject:

Erich,
Unfortunately, Iow il be unable to attend the teleconference regarding HB

201 on Thursday, M arch 17. - I have prepared a statement to be read 4 know that it would
have a bigger impact if I was to speak Being a teacher makes it difficult for me to be
present at the time. Thank you for all you have done 4 all that Rep. Chenault has done

w ith this situation . I pray that HB 201 gets passed quickly!

Linda

My name is Linda Zimmerman. I am a teacher on the Kenai Peninsula. My husband, Troy, is a
History 4 Spanish teacher at the local high schocl in the town of N ikiski. We have 3 young
children. My husband is also an Alaska Natl. Guardsman. My husband has been in the N atl.
Guards for 21 years! Although he could have retired in February 2004 after receiving his
20 year letter, he decided to sign on for more years to serve hie country.

On October 2004, our world was totally turned upside down. My husband was being deployed 4
would be overseas for 12 to 18 months serving his country with the Army. Never in a
million years did | ever think this would happen to my family. There were a lot of
emotions that we went through initially 4 s till are gcing through. It has been a
rollercoaster of emotions, disappointments 4 frustrations.

One of those frustrations was in Janwuary 2005 when | got acall from my husband 4 he
informed me he would be heading "out" soon. I picked up myPermanent Dividen Fund
application packet 4 asked him to help me fill out his S0 I could submit it with the
General Power of A ttorney I had. I was told that if I did it online it would be easy. The
process was anything BUT easy! I was told via email that,

“"Despite the fact that you may have a Power of Attorney for your husband, he is s till
physically able to sign his own application He w ill ha”e to sign before he will receive
his 2005 dividend. When the application is processed, itoow ill go throwugh the intial review
stage, and your husband w ill be mailed a letter requesting his signature. If you are in
contact with your husband and he can sign the application and get it USPS postmarked back
to us by March 31, 2005, you may want to do that. or, you can mail in the application anu
we w ill process it and send your husband a signature page.

Please ensure you provide us with a copy of the Power of Attorney so we nave it for owur
records and can discuss his application with you." (taken from the actual rejection em ail
I received)

Now, I am a person who follows protocol & rules as a teacher, but I was so frustrated &
confused by this rejection letter. My husband was going into a Comhbat Zone 4 the PFD
office was more concerned over follow the proper protocol! I knew that I was not the only
military Spouse going through this, S0 that is when I decided to contact Representative
Mike Chenault's o ffice. I was tola at a meeting the month before my husband left that
having General Power of Attorney meant I could conduct o fficial business on behalf of my
husband's part. | even sent the PFD o ffice a copy of tie General Power of Attorney
paperwork along w ith the 2 sets of orders for my husband. I sent 13 pages of documentation
that proved that | in fact had General Power of A ttorney for my husband. I'n the next 3 to
4 weeks, NEVER did the PFD o ffice leava a message at my work phone number, home phone
number or my cellular number. All of which they had. | found this very impersonal. ALl o f
xiy contact with them was via email. I tried calling the PFD office 4 even le ft messages,
but | never spoke to a human being.

Although my husband has email/computer access, I can count on 1 hand the number of times
my husbaa has em ailed me from lragq. The soldiers have to sign up for their time on the

1


mailto:Izimmerman@kpbsd.k12.ak.us
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computer's, & that time is only 20 or 30 minutes long. Internet connection can sometimes be
tricky since they use jammers for security reasons, thur breaking phene connections. The
power was out for 3 days recently in my husband's area, something unexpected for the
‘oldiers, as is th > situation in any war. The soldiers ir Trag & other places in the
middle East have an important job to do . Filing their PF online is the LAST thing that
they want to think about doing after a 12 hour shift of m ilitary duty. Also, you <can

imagine, the mailing system can be rather slow & unreliable when you are half way around

the world.

I am very proud to say that my husband is serving his country, as are my children. I know
that he has a lone & difficult task before him, just as we do on the homefront. The PFD
office has NO clu" what they are talking about when they ask for my husband's signature,
using the interne- & sending things via em ail. My husband is a very busy soldier, doing
what soldiers do Ln a combat situation. THIS takes priority over physically filling out a
PFD form THAT is what General Power of A ttorney is for.

It is tim e that tne PFD Dept, take a long hard look at their policies & seriously think
about modifying some of the rules & policies, particularly when it comes to m ilitary
spouses & their soldiers. As time goes by, more & more soldiers from Alaska are being
deployed. Other spouses & soldiers woill have to deal with the stress S headaches I have
had to endure. he situation we m ilitary wives are in, is stressful enough! I beg you to
please consider passing HB 201, not just for me, but for ALL Alaskan soldiers & their
families. My husband is serving his country for goodness sake, doesn't that mean anything
to anyone anymore?

Thank you for your time!

Linda L. Zimmerman

4/5th M ultiage Educator

Student Cowu-cil Coordinator

Nikiski Nci'.h Star Elementary

"The 6 Pi3lars o f CHARACTER COUNTS! Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness,
Caring, & C itizenship. Have you hugged your PILLARS >oday?"



March 18, 2005 Alaska Post

I orrect use makes power of a

A power of attorney is avery
powerful document where one person
designates ancther person to act as
their agent. A power of attorney can
be very useful but, if misused, can also
be damaging to the person granting the
pover.

The grantor becomes irrevocably
bound by the actions of the agent who
uses avalid power of attorney. A
general power of attorney allows the
agent to do almost anything in the
mn‘eofthe person giving the pertnis-

D) | need a power of attorney?

1fyou are available to manage all of
your affairs, thenyou do not needa
power of attormey.

1f you are deployed, TOY or
otherwise unavailable to conduct your
affairs, then you may need to give
someone the power to conduct them
foryou.

With apower of attormey, your
agent can act in your place.

Do not give someone a power of
attorney unless it is absolutely neces-
ay.

Do not get a power of attormey
simply because your chain of command
\% uneedone It isimportant to
si , grantee who is trustworthy and
tellable.

There are two types of powers of
attorney.

With ageneral power of attormey,
your agent hes the authority to manage
and conduct all ofyour affairs  This
includes, but (anot to:

sell, lease and Hv property for
mu

enter inio contracts for you.

represent you in any claim or
litigation involving you oryour interests.

>ign and cash checks for you,

prepare, execute and tile tax
retums.

receive noney for you, and

receive Leave and Eamings
Satemens.

There are limitations with ageneral
lower of attorney

Theselimitations include:

mYour grantee may not cancel your
life insurance policies or changeany of
your beneficiaries.

m Your grantee may not act for you
when representing someone else.

- Your grantee may not change any
allotments inyour paycheck.

« All powers of attorney are subject
to the acceptance policies of the
organizations with which you are
dealing. Some organizations may
require a special power of attorney.

This isalimited power ofattorney
in which you give the grantee authority
only to act for you in specific metters.

For example, you can give someone
aspecial power of attorney to sign for
government quarters or pick up your
POV.

Army Emergency Reliefrequires a
spectal POA if you wish to give your
agent authority to act on your behalf
with (hem

The Finance office docs not require
aspecial POA bt it docs require the
use of specific language. So, while you
can use either power of attormey with
the Finance office, the language must
be specific. Dependents with general
powers of attorney may only obtain a
Leave and Eamiags Staterment from
the Finance office.

1f you want your agent to have
broader authority to deal with the
Finance office, you can have these
options placed ut your GPOA

- cash checks

change savings deposit program

start allotment

stop savings deposit program

change allotment

stait thrift savings program

slop allotment

change thrift saving; program

file claims

stop thn ft savings program

obtain service reliefloan

stop BAH

start savings deposit programs or
change pay options such as monthly
pay or direct deposit

All powers of attorney must be
completedin ink. Do nat sign until you
are in the presence of the notary
public.

It is U.S. A-my Alaska policy thet
powers of attorney not exceed one
year. However, if you arc deploying
for apci .od ofayear or more, your
I'OA may be drafted to allow it to
expire beyond the date of your ex-
pected redeployment

Ifyou find it necessary to give
someone apower of attorney, give the
most specific, least powerful, shortest
duration power of attorney possible

Retain acopy of the power of
attorney for yourself Copies should
not be certified.

Check with die person or place thet
v.iu intend to have the power of
attorney used Make sure the power
of attorney will be accepted and find
out if any spedial language or instruc-
tions arc necessary  Many businesses
and institutions will not transact busi-
ness with agents using powers of
attorney. No law requires themto do
ol
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omey useful tool

Register the power of attorney with
the clerk of courts at the court house ui
the areawhere it is to be used. There
is usually afee for this

A power of attorney can be re-
voked a any time by the grantor.

The best way to revoke apower of
attorney isto destroy it. Ifyou cannot
destroy the power of attorney, the next
best thing is to execute arevocation of
jKiwer of attorney

Have acopy served on the agent
named in . he power of attorney  You
should be able to prove that the agent
wes saved

Finnish acopy of the revocation to
any place you think the agent might use
the power of attorney Make notificu
tion of revocation ihrough an advertise-
ment in the appropriate newspaper

Register the revocation with the
clerk of cour. where the power of
attorney might be used

Soldiers with questions concerning
powers of attorney should contact their
| egal Assistance Office at 384-0371
for Fort Richardson or 153-6534 for

Port Wamwnght.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 201
() Publish Date:
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Revenue
Title Perm Fund Dividend Apps of Military >DU Revenue Programs & Support
Component Permanent Fund Dividend
Sponsor Chenault
Requester Component No. 981

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 ~ FY2007  FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY 2011

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
[ [ [

(CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I

|CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | I 1 !
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) i
TOTAL i 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) If funding for this b (Lis included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget p "oposal:  (
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach @ separate page if necessary)

HB 201 would allow a power of attorney to complete, sign and file an application for a military member
stationed outside of the US.. A total of 6,205 applicants claimed a military absence from the state in 2004.
i he PFD does not track how many of these individuals were stationed outside the US. The bill would not

result in any significant increased cost for processing PFD applications.
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Division Permanent Fund Dividend
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Agency
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