


fact, tbc mean winter temperature at Sitka is but 32.5°, and the ther­
mometer seldom registers at the zero point.

It is true that the winters in the interior are long and cold, but the 
public seems to have nn exaggerated idea of even that climate. The 
area through which the Yukon River flows lies Iwtween 62° north lat­
itude and the Arctic Circle, and in speaking o. its climate Lieutenant 
Cantwell, who spent two 3’ears in making a > areful study and investi­
gation of local conditions there, says:

The climate of the Yukon Valley differs very materially from that of the coast in 
the same latitude. On the coast the summer months are characterized by excessive 
precipitation, anil cold, J i Agreeable rains are of frequent occurrence. The average 
summer temperature of the air on the coast is some 25° lower than that of the inte­
rior. • • •

The cold, misty weather of the coast during the summer season is not experienced 
in the interior beyond the first range of mountains, which forms a W rie r  between 
the treelosfi plains of the roast and the Yukon Valley, where Ihe summer climate is 
tropical in character. Temperatures of 90“ in the shade are not infrequent, and 
authentic records show that at some times the temi>eraUire has been as high as 110'' 
in the shade for short periods. The warmest months are June and July, when the 
sun is practically in sight all the time. * * *

The winter climate of the interior is much colder than the coast, but owing to the 
excessive dryness of the atmosphere inland and the absence of wind when the tem­
perature is very low, it is much more endurable. As a matter of fact, the concensus 
of opinion of those who live in the country long enough to be competent to judge is 
that the winter months are t! e pleasantest cues of the year. The approach of win­
ter is gradual, and as a general thing free from gait s aud other objectionable fea­
tures which usually mark the change of seasons in other localities. The periods of 
cold weather which render it unsafe to travel or work in the open air are of very 
short duration, seldom lasting over a week, and these exceptional cold periods sel­
dom occur more than tw ice in the same season * * *

From our experience in the country covering a [teriod of over two years, and iroui 
information gathered from various authentic sources, I am irresistibly drawn to the 
conclusion that the winter climate of interior Ala.-ka is superior in many respect* to 
that of many of our Northern States.

Under the influence of the long, sunny days of April and May. w hile the snow is 
yet on the ground, aud the rivers are still icebound, vegetation of all kinds Ivnmds 
into life w ith a rapidity • hicli is astonishing, and t»y the middle of June tlie face of 
the whole country is abloom with the fervid life *f innumerable plants and flowers. 
In July the grasses are waist high, ami the folia.'* of deciduous trees so dense as to 
be almost itnpeoetraMc to the eye. In August the berries ripen, and by the 20tli of 
the month the leaves of the beeches and poplars I grin to take on the gaudy coloring 
of autumnal decay

Hardens are planted out of doors in May and by the end of June some of the more 
rapidly growing vegetables are ready for the table. Radishes, spinach, parsley, 
and lettuce are first to mature. After these, in rapid succession, come grain, pea*, 
kale, turnips, and cabbage. With proper attention to I oca tic and drainage, excel­
lent potatoes can l>e raised, and in addition to all these vege'ables, I have seen a 
very good quality of celery grown nt the Holy Cross Mission.

Front this if. will Vie seen that while tli* summers are comparatively 
short, the length of the days gives a number of hours of sunshine 
equal to those of more southerly latitudes.





Alatkan temper<itvrci.

Month

January.....
February......
Mi*r<h..........
a r r|1............M*r...........
June .
July............AURIM*t...........Sepirmber.... 
October.......Niiveobir—  i>c< ember.... KxlrctnM

V«ld Kodiak. Si. Michael. Holy Croas. Fori YuLooSitka. Juneau

. . .

Much of Alaska is not situated farther north than are parts of Scot­
land, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden, where agricultural pur­
suits give emplo3’ment and sustenance to many thousands of people. 
The main portion of Alaska is situated between the parallels which 
bound Finland, yet 34 per cent of Finland is being used for agricul­
tural purposes and supports a population of more than 2,500,000, and 
for each 1,000 of its population in 1895, Finland had 559 cattle, 423 
sheep, and 119 horses. From 1891 to 1895, 113,743,216 pounds of 
butter and 1,972,185 pounds of cheese, and 6,981,000 bu iels of oats 
were exported from Finland.

The Alaskan winters may be somewhat colder than those of Finland, 
tut Alaska has warmer summers. There appears to be no good reason 
why the Alaskan climate would forbid the growing of the hardiei 
vegetables, cereals, and fruits grown at Trondhjem, Norway, on the 
Orkney Islands, and in Scotland, or the raising of the sauw kinds of 
live stock raised in those countries.

Much of Alaska lies in the same zone wi h Iceland, and while the 
octan currents may make some differences in temperatures, both 
topography and meteorological conditions give advantages to Alaska, 
yet Iceland with only 10,000 square miles suitable for cultivation and 
pasture, and with a population of only 76,300 in 1898, had 21.982 cat­
tle, 44,134 horses, and 735,442 sbcep, and hei farms furnished in 1890 
64 percent of all her exports and maintained four agricultural colleges.

A committee of Icelanders appointed in 1874 to examine Alaska 
with a view to Icelandic settlements therein, after visiting the Cook 
Inlet region, Kadiak Island, and adjacent country, said, in their report, 
now to be found in the Library of Congress, in part, ns follows:

To judge troni the soil and the climate there is prirua facie no reason why every­
thing that succeeds in Scotland should not succeed in Kadiak. Pasture land is so 
excellent and hay harvest so abundant that our own countrymen would here, just



aa in Iceland, make sheep breeding and cattle raising their chief means of live 
• • ♦ The island has in nearly every respect advantages over Iceland; e»| 
is milder in the winter time, without Iwing warmer in summer, and sumn 
great deal longt than in Iceland. We, therefore, do not hesitate to reco 
those of our coui. rymen who are minded to emigrate that they come hither 
can, and we do this after minute and conscientious deiiberAion in the firn 
that it will be for their advantage, as the land seems in every respect well s 
to them and answers completely all our expectations. * * * We can not 
lore, do otherw ise than express the hope that the American Government wi 
that lies in its power to encourage the immigration of our countrymen to Al 
the land seems to have been created just for then;. In like manner we thi 
men of our race are the best adapted, or perhaps the only men ad .pted, 
and cultivate that country, and to utilize the natural resources with whi 
furnished.

Both for the reasons above staled and also for the reasons, founded not mi 
physical advantages, but which we will not detain your excellency in specif; 
are convinced that Alaska will suit our countrymen better than any other 
earth.

The public press has recently contained statements to the cffe 
many of our'cltizens are seeking agricultural homes in the 
growing regions of the Winnipeg country in British Columb 
Rand, McNally & Co.’s recent physical map showing the corre 
ing climatic conditions lays an isothermal line from that cereal 
north and westward to that point in Alaska where the Yukon 
crosses the Arctic Circle.

Col. P. H. Kay, of the Army, who lately commanded the I 
ment of Alaska, suid in a public address:

There has been nothing told of the diversified possibilities of the countr; 
if developed, would be of greater importance than all of the gold mines ll 
been opened up. The trouble is that too many people go there expecting to 
and consequently are disappointed. Many ha?e the idea that there is nc 
Alaska worth going for except gold. In almost all parts of the valley of th 
you can ripen wheal, oals, and a!! kinds of grain. I have seen blue-jo 
grow 2 tons to the acre, and 1 have seen 1,400 bushels of potatoes grown o 
of ground. Timothy 1 have seen standing 4 feet high, growing wild I 
aroend. These resources are well worth looking after and developing.

It is not, however, necessary to longer theorize on the pos 
of growing cereals, foi ge plants, and vegetables, or of raisi 
stock in some portions of Alaska, for that possibility has beer 
lished through successive tests and actual experience.

A G IU C U LTO KA ? . EXTEKIMENT STATIONS.

In 1S97 Congress appropriated §5.000 for an investigation 
agricultural possibilities e? Alaska, and this brought forth fact 
encouraged further appropriations /or the maintenance of exp 
• tations. Since 1898 these .rations have been under the very ei 
and intelligent direction of l’rof. C. C. Geotgcson, special n
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the Department of Agriculture, and an experienced and scientific 
{•'rmcr, and the facts disclosed by his annual reports abundantly justi­
fied this appropriation, and should encourage larger ones along the 
same lines.

Four of these stations have been established—one at Sitka, one at 
Uampart on the Yukon River, one in the Copper Kiver Valley, nnd 
another at Kcnai in the Cook Inlet country. At these stations, oats, 
wheat, barley, flax, and other kinds of grain, as well as many kinds of 
vegetables, bnve been brought to full maturity. While vegetables 
have been raised in many parts of the Yukon Valley, the most success­
ful attempts in that direction have been made at the Holy Cross 
Mission, situated about 200 miles ahove the mouth of the River. This 
is a native mission where schools nrc maintained, and for a number of 
vcars their gardens have furnished the boarding establishments con­
nected with the schools with a sufficient quantity of vegetables, with 
an occasional sale to passing boats. From these gardens there were 
taken last year from 400 to 500 bushels of good potatoes, which kept 
well during the w inter, 800 heads of cabbage, two or three tons of 
turnips, besides peas, beaus, beets, cauliflower, rutabagas, radishes, 
lettuce, and celery.

The grasses of Alaska are numerous in kinds, and make a very vigor­
ous growth. E en the treeless plains along the consts, as well as the 
lowlands of thi interior where the timber is not too thick, are covered 
with luxuriant growths of very nutritious grass, which would be am­
ple to furnish pasturage for at least six months iu the year, owing to 
the fact that the snow does not fall to any great depth in many of 
these localities, and hor-.es, mules, and cattle have been known to sub­
sist during entire year when running at large without any other 
food. The uost promising field of this character is, however, located 
throughout southwestern Alaska, on Kadiak Island, and lands to the 
southwestward, as well as in the Cook Inlet country. There are at 
this time on Kadiak Island 2 5 0  cattle and some 8,000 or 9 ,0 0 0  sheep 
feeding upon these grasses, and which are said to be very nutritions 
and fat-producinp.

LANDS VALUABLE FOR AGRICULTURE.

The soils of Ala>ka are generally of an alluvial character, particu­
larly those in the Yukon and other liver valleys, and the rank growth 
of vegetation everywhere to be found testifies to the fact that they are 
very fertile. The ground is, however, covered with a thick coating 
of moss and in the coast region is usually very wet, and before suc­
cessful cultivation is possible in almost any locality the moss must 
first !>e removed nnd the soil must be exposed to the air and the sun­
shine and dried bv subdrainage.



It is difficult to give anything like an accurate estimate of the Ian- 
in Alaska which are suitable for agricultural purposes. Profess- 
Georgcsot nks there arc something like 100,000 square miles in ti
entire disti. which may Iks utilized for farming and grazing, of whi- 
he places 15,000 square miles in the Tanana Valley, the s&me amount 
the valley of the Copper River, and says that the Yukon Valley hi 
the valleys of its other tributaries contain a still larger amount.

There are at Yakutat Buy from 50,000 to t*0,000 acres of tine lev 
land, much of which is covered with tine timber and the .emaind 
with a fine growth of grass, and a Director of the Geological Surv 
has estimated that there are 1,500 square miles of tillable land in soul 
eastern Alaska and 3,000 in the Cook Inlet country.

It is safe to say, however, that more than five-sixths of the cnti 
country is too rough for successful cultivation.

THE FEASIBILITIES OF ALASKAN AGRICULTURE.

Turning from the possibilities to the feasibilities of Alaskan ag 
culture we find ourselves in n less encouraging field, for both econon 
nnd physical conditions conspire to check its development. In som 
eastern and southwestern Alaska an excessive rainfall will hinder it 
a very large extent. Not only will this rainfall keep the grou 
thoroughly saturated with water, but it causes the cereal nnd h 
crops to make such a rank growth as to retard ripening and cause 
to fall lvefore the heavy winds which sometimes blow there. It w 
be observed from the tabulated statement herewith submitted t! 
there is but very little clear weather and an excessive rainfall duri 
the months of July, August, and September not only throughi 
southern Alaska hut to a greater or less extent throughout all Ala.v 
For instance, during the month of August there was not a dear ct 
at Sitka, there were but two at Juneau, four at Kodiak, two at H- 
Cross, and five at Fort Yukon. In the month of September it was i 
very different It will be observed from the same table that tb« 
were 10.03 inches of rainfall during that month at Sitka, 11.4 incl 
at Juneau. 5.13 inches at Kodiak, and ; 74 inches at Holy Cro 
These conditions well-nigh render it impossible to either ripen 
harvest a cereal crop. The curing of hay in the sunshine is an ah 
lute impossibility and leuvcj the silo as the only method of prepnr, 
forage for stock. These conditions will very much discourage st- 
raising all over Alaska.





Aerirulturnl Prospect* of Alt'ka.

HOLY CROSS MISSION. 

Partial view of a Yukon garden.
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Moo lb.

Sitka (1901). Juneao (1901). Renal (1900)

Clear.
Rain

or
enow

Precipi­
tation Clear.

Rain
or

tnuw.
Precipi­
tation. Clear.

Rain
or

•now.
Precipl
tattoo.

Doyi. Duyi. JucAee Dnye. Doy. JmAce. 2*i y4. /Aiyi. / mi-An.
January.......... ................. 7 n 9 33 * 21 9 57 15 7 1.47
February.......................... 1J 9 6 3* 16 6 6 32 10 4 .31
Marrh ......................... 1 25 7. an 10 17 6 3 16 3 .32
April................................ 6 15 7 17 14 13 * J9 6 11 .62
May.................................. A 16 i  66 10 17 157 7 6 .37
June................................ J 9 1 26 6 11 1 93 5 4 66
July................................ S 6 45 15 12 l.W 6 5 *6
August........................... 0 25 10 03 1 .7 14 04 6 16 3 92
September......................... 3 16 It 62 7 1* 11.41 15 12 3 34
October............................ 5 26 16 49 5 26 16.50 6 » 7.19
November...............  ....... 6 1C « 16 6 17 16 20 14 6 9 00
December......................... < 15 io. ta a 3 13 33 II 7 1.15

Total....................... 61 211 K7.63 106 205 IX. 47 IX 69 24.00

Month.

January 
February..
March......
April .
May........
June.........
July.........
August___
September . 
Ocl >ber . . 
November. 
December ..

Total.

Kodiak (1901). Holy Cron (1900). Fort Yukon (1900).

Clear
Rain

or
snow.

Precipi­
tation. Clear.

Rain
or

•now
Precipi­
tation Clear.

Rain
or

•now.
Precipi­
tation.

/Jo ye. Dnw*. Tnchn. Ikiyt A iyi InrSti Awr Doyt. Inches.
II 9 2.6A 23 7 71 19 7 .30
15 a jn 12 8 .57 20 0 .00
5 18 3.86 22 5 50 14 5 42

10 8 4 20 6 6 16 15 3 .05
15 V. 3.46 6 11 72
15 11 4.50 16 7 1.67 A 9 1.19
14 6 3.IO 12 IS 1 44 13 i .32
4 19 6.13 2 29 6. 74 6 11 1* 32
« 10 10 OU 3 20 6.69 6 A .46
4 21 n. 96 4 If* 3 34 6 11 .590 4.82 12 7 1 98 8 6 .61
3 20 11.10 10 16 4 49 6 S .24

111 140 62 61 126 119 28. M 116 68 6.39

Not on I)' do these natural conditions have a tendency to embarrass 
and prevent agricultural development, but the lack of means of trans­
portation amounts to almost a prohibition. As has been noticed, the 
coasts of Alaska, particularly the southern, southeastern, and south­
western, are bordered by high and rugged mountains which arc almost 
impassable. No wagon roads have been made through these moun­
tains, and the onlj- means of transportation to the interior are the 
sleds in the winter and the backs of horses and men in the summer, 

^  over poorly constructid and at times almost impassable trails and 
unfordable rivers. As long as these conditions continue the settle­
ment of the interior of .Alaska will be next to impossible. There will 
at least be few possibilities of agricultural development until proper 
means of transportation are furnished, either by good wagon roads or 
railroads. It is useless to think of establishing nn agricultural com­
munity in a locality like the Copper River Valley where the excessive 
cost of transportation causes tiiree pounds of common salt to sell for 
Si. The cost of transportation of a farmer’s necessary implements 
into such a locality would be greater than the purchase price of the 
average farm elsewhere.



The cost of transportation will prevent exportation of nearly nil of 
the food products, even if there were good roads to the interior. The 
Alaskan farmer could hardly compete with the farmers of Washing­
ton, OregoD, and California, even under the most favorable circum­
stances and upon an equal footing, and certainly he could not do so 
after the payment of carriage charges even from the coasts of Alaska. 
He must, therefore, look to a market at home. The food supplies for 
Nome and other Bering Sea points must come from the Pacific Coast 
States, because freight charges between Nome and Seattle are at 
present lower than between Nome and southern Alaskan or even Yukon 
River points, aud they are cheaper between Seattle and other south­
eastern Alaskan points than between these points and southwestern 
Alaska. There is, therefore, under present conditions, but a very 
local demand for the products of Ab' ,*n farmers, and that is a limited 
one.

The towns of Alas/a are not at present very large. It is true that 
the census of 1900 givis Nome a population of about 12,000, Skagway 
a population of about 4,'>00, and Juneau and other towns a still smaller 
population. The population of Nome decreased after the gold excite­
ment of that year had ubsided until it can not claim a permanent 
population of more than 3,000 or 3,000, and the population of Skag­
way has decreased until ♦’ r̂e are not more than 1,200 or 1,300 people 
in the town. The larg mine in Alaska—the Treadwell mine on 
Douglas Island—employing from i,2U0 to 1,400 men, will find it 
cheaper to buy its supplies in Seattle. From this we see that even 
the local demand is a limited one at present. The question of trans­
portation, therefore, must seriously embarrass Alaskan agricultural 
de\ ' pment, as it has all other de velopment in that district.

Again, the cost of clearing the ground of moss and timber is so 
great as to discourage almost any settler who had ever been used to 
other conditions. It will be very difficult indeed where there is timber 
to any great extent to prepare the soil for the plow. The character 
of this timber, tbe excessive humidity, the lack of high temperatures, 
especially along the southern coast, prevent the fallen timber from 
decaying, and the ground is consequently covered with logs and filled 
with the roots of fallen trees. I am told that the cost of clearing will, 
in some instances, amount to from $500 to $1,000 per acre, which is 
also true of parts of Oregon and Washington, although, of course, 
this is not true of all Alas' an lands. The removal of the moss and 
the drainage of the land is also a matter that will prevent many per 
sons from undertaking to subdue the soil in the coastal regions; and 
even after the moss and timber have been removed and the lands 
fairly subdrained, it will be necessary to expose the soil to the sun 
and air for some time before its fertility will be fully aroused.



Acncultnml Pf of AU-ka

AL'SKAN GRASSES

* . . t.
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U n t i l  C o n g re s s  r e c e n t ly  t u r n e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  to w a r d s  th e  e n c o u r a g e ­
m e n t  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A la s k a n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  i t  h ad  rece iv ed  b u t  
l i t t le  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f r o m  a n y  s o u r c e .  I t  is  t r u e  t h a t  th e  R u ss ia n  
t r a d e r s  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  im p o r t e d  a  f e w  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  i n t o  s o u th w e s t ­
e rn  A la s k a ,  b u t  it h a s  b een  sa id  t h a t  th i s  w as  d o n e  m o re  to  p lease  th e  
I m p e r ia l  G o v e r n m e n t  th a n  w i th  a n y  h o n e s t  p u r p o s e  on  t h e i r  p u r t  to  
p r o m o te  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e re lo p U k  a t ,  a n d  a f t e r  th e s e  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  
w ero  b r o u g h t  to  A la s k a  th e y  w e re  p u t  to  o t h e r  w o rk .  T h e  c h a r t e r  
g r a n t e d  b y  th e  I m p e r i a l  R u ss ia n  G o v e r n m e n t  to  t h e  R u s s ia n -A tn e r i -  
can T r a d i n g  C o m p a n y  s t i p u l a t e d  th n t  a g r i c u l t u r e  sh o u ld  b e  p r o m o te d ,  
b u t  a s id e  f ro m  a  fe w  g a r d e n s  in  s o u t h w e s t e n i  A la s k a ,  a n d  a s ide  f r o m  
a  sm all  a m o u n t  o f  s to c k  k e p t  in  t h a t  s e c t io n  b y  th e  R u s s ia n s  a n d  n a t iv e s ,  
n o  s e r io u s  a t t e m p t  w a sm ia d e  b y  t h a t  c o m p a n y  to  p r o m o te  e i t h e r  a g r i ­
c u l t u r e  o r  a n y  o t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e  w h ic h  w o u ld  u l t im a te ly  p e o p le  a n d  
d e v e lo p  A la sk a ,  a n d  v e r y  m u c h  th e  s a m e  m a y  be  sa id  o f  th e  A la s k a  
C o m m e rc ia l  C o m p a n y ,  w h ich  h a s  s u c c e e d e d  u n d e r  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  
v e r y  m u c h  th e  s a m e  r i g h t s  f o r m e r l y  e n jo y e d  by  th e  R u s s ia n -A u ie r i -  
can  C o m p a n y .  T h e s e  w e re  p u r e l y  c o t n m e i u a l  c o m p a n ie s  o rg a n iz e d  
n o t  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o lo n iz in g  o r  d e v e lo p i n g  th e  t e r r i t o r y ,  b u t  f o r  
th e  p u r p o s e  o f  b a r t e r i n g  w i ' i  th e  n a t iv e s  t o r  th e  f u r s  o f  A la s k a  o r  
f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  t a k i n g  th e  f u r - l w a r i n g  a n im a ls  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  o w n  
e m p lo y e e s .  I t  is  n o t  s t r a n g e ,  tb e n ,  t h a t  in  a  c o u n t r y  e m b a r r a s s e d  
w i th  so  m a n y  n a t u r a l  d r a w b a c k s ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  sh o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  b u t  
l i t t le  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  it  is  no t s t r a n g e  th a t ,  a s id e  f r o m  a  few  g a r d e n s  
s c a t t e r e d  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ,  one  sees a t  p r e s e n t  b u t  l i t t l e  a t t e m p t  a t  a g r i ­
c u l t u r e ,  a n d  th e s e  g a r d e n s  d o  n o t  f u r n i s h  a n y  ia r g e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  
s ince  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e m  a r e  v e r y  sm all .

W h i l e  th e  d i f f ic u l ty  o f  s u b d u i n g  t h i s  soil to  th e  g r o w t h  o f  d o m e s t i ­
ca ted  p la n t s  is v e r y  d i s c o u r a g in g ,  a n d  th e  lack o f  r e a d y  a n d  c h e a p  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n o w  seem s  to  h in d e r  a n d  d e la y  e f fo r t  in  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  <>f th e  A la s k a n  f a r m e r  w i th in  th e  l a s t  few  y e a r s  a f fo rd s  
so m e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  W h i l e  th e  f ig u re s ,  s c a n t i ly  co l le c ted  by  th e  
la s t  c e n s u s  t a k e r ,  d o  n o t  show  a  l a r g e  a c r e a g e  u n d e r  c u l t iv a t io n ,  t h e y  
do  sh o w  t lm t  each  o f  th e se  h a r d y  p io n e e r  f a r m e r s  w as  r e w a r d e d  w i th  
an  a v e r a g e  y ie ld  v a lu e d  a t  $ 7 1 .5 0  p e r  a c re ,  w h ic h  is c e r t a in l y  no t  a  
bad  s h o w in g  f o r  a  c o u n t r y  g e r  't a l l y  s u p p o s e d  io  be w o r th le s s  f o r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u rp o s e s .

W h i l e  th e  co s t  o f  s u b d u i n g  th e  so i l ,  a n d  i t s  s l o n m  ss to  re s p o n d  t o  
c u l t iv a t io n  a f t e r  it h a s  been subdued, h a v e  d o u b t l e s s  h ad  r e t a r d i n g  
effects, y e t  th e  f a i lu r e  o f  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  to  p r o v id e  a n y  m e a n s  b y  
w h ich  th e  f a i n t e r  c o u ld  a c q u i r e  t i t l e  to  th e  lan d s  he fo u n d  e x p e n s iv e  
to  s u b d u e  has  d o u b t l e s s  p r e v e n t e d  m a n y  f r o m  m a k i n g  th e  a t t e m p t .
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rapecially during th e  last few year, wheo th e  pressure  of Russian m iagovernm ent 
is n u l ln g  *n m any thousands of w o rth y  people to to rn  th e ir  eyes and hopea to th is 
country  aa a  haven of refuge, the a tten tio n  of our firm  haa natu ra lly  been  called to 
th e  question of suitable locations for such of them  m  w ere desirous of bu ild ing  hom es 
for them selves on th e  lands lately  th row n open in th is coun try  for settlem ent.

Inquiries in th is d irection from F inland led . *u » ’.len tion  io Alaska, an d  especially 
th a t  portion of It com prising Kenai Peninaub and ih e  st ores of Cook In let, w hich 
from all in lorm ation and reports ob ta inab le  r-remed to  com prise th e  largest bodies 
of agricultural lands lying near th e  coast Our Duaineas b rings us also in contact 
w ith the Swedish and Norwegian populations, and  we have som e influence am ong 
them .

Deciding th a t th e  plan of locating a  Finnish and Scandinavian  colony a t  ttiis poin t 
in Alaska was feasible, and prom ised success as soon as th e  H nited  S tates G overn­
m en t should open the lands to agricultural se ttlem ent, a. agent (our M r. C hurchill, 
whom  you m et) was sent ou t e srly  in  th e  spring of 1902 for ex am ination  and pre­
lim inary work. Upoo his re turn  and  report th e  A laska Colonisation a n d  Develop­
m en t Com pany was organised, and  has since been stead ily  engaged in pu . bng the 
enterprise as fa.it as m eans could be provided. T he project is w arm ly indorsed by 
m any piom inen t m en in F inland. Man) applications have a lread y  been m ade by . 
parties desirous of joining th e  colony, bu t th e  m anagem ent will not consen t to send 
any settlers there  un til suitable p reparations are m ade for th e ir  recep 'io n  and prx.lt- 
able em ploym ent. Such preparation  is being m ade du rin g  th e  p resen t year and the  
coming spring it is hoped will w itness Ihe com fortable estab lishm en t of th e  first party 
of colonists

As a m atter of p lanting a colony in a  far-away an d  sparsely populated  country is 
not one th a t appeals to th e  o rd inary  capitalist as prom ising speedy an d  liberal returns 
in the  way of dividends, i t  will n o t be an easy or rap id  task to raise tb e  required cap- 
ital which m ust necessarily lie expended before th e  en terp rise  can become aelf-sus- 
u in in g , and therefore tbe  m anagem ent feels obliged to  m ove si. «dy and  carefully, to 
risk  no backset from undue haste. We are assured th a t  the  locality is well chosen, 
both for th e  building up of a seaport town (having a  m agnificent h a rb o r)  and th e  
establishm ent of g reat stock and dairy  [arms, and th a t  reasonable tim e and good 
m anagem ent only are required to assure the  success o f tb e  en terprise.

Answering your specific questions as to our past w ork sad  future p lans, wc beg P 
refer you to our circular ju st prepared lor d istribu tion , a  copy of w hich  we m ail you 
herew ith .

As to m e  num ber of im m igrants we hope to establish  on our lands, we have as yet 
m ade no estim ate, as th e  num bers will only be restricted  to  our fiscal ability  ti 
handle  them .

Sweden, Norway, and F in land  will undoubtedly be able to furnish  desirable im m i­
grants as long as we can find suitable lands for th e ir  se ttlem eub

We are glad to note by your le tter th a t th e  D epartm en t of th e  In te r io r  will lee. 
in terested  in  our work, and  shall be pleased by any advice o r inform ation you cat 
give us. G overnm ent cn •ouragem ent will m aterially  aid us and we need all th. 
m oral supjiort th e  D epartm ent can extend to  us. T h e  gentlem en associated in th: 
eu terprise, while hoping for such substantial re tu rns as will satisfy reasonable busi 
ness expectations, are m uch m ore desirous of accom plishing a g reat w ork of lastin  . 
benefit to the  country and especially to the  th riv ing  com m unity  we hope to establish V  

Respectfully yours,

J. W, W i t t e * ,  Esq.,
Special Inaeti<r,J-nler'wT Department, Wmhington, D. C.

H oknborg & Co.
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T h e y  a r c  an  h on es t ,  in o f fe n s iv e ,  a n d  in d u s t r io u s  p e o p le .  I t  is  t r u e  
t h a t  c r u e l t y  an d  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  u n d e r  R u s s ia n  r u l e  o c c a s io n a l ly  p r o ­
v o k e d  th e m  to  b lo o d s h e d ,  an d  f ina lly  led  to  t h e  b u r n i n g  o f  o ld  S i t k a  
(A rc h a n g e l )  an d  th e  m a  s a c r e  o f  i ts  p e o p le  in  1802, a n d  t h a t  t h e y  m a d e  
som e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  h o s t i l i t y  d u r i n g  o u r  e a r l i e r  o c c u p a n c y ,  y e t  i f  
B a n c r o f t ,  th e  h is to r ia n ,  h a s  c o r r e c t l y  r e c i t e d  th e  f a c t s  t h e y  w e r e  e v e n  
th e n  m o r e  s in n e d  a g a in s t  th a n  s i n n i n g ,  and  i t  is s a f e  to  s a y  t h a t  in  so  
f a r  a s  th e  n a t iv e s  o f  A l a s k a  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  s o ld ie r s  a r e  no l o n g e r  n e e d e d  
th e re .

O c c a s io n a l ly  a n a t iv e  n o w  c o m p la in s  t h a t  h i s  r i g h t s  h a v e  b e e n  t r e s ­
p a sse d  u p o n  by  a  w h i te  m a n ,  b u t  s u c h  c o m p la in t s  a r e  c o m p a  a t i v e l y  
few , a n d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  t h e s e  s im p le -m in d e d ,  w e l l -d isp o s e d  p e o p le  h a v e  
l iv ed  in  p e a c e  a m o n g  th e m s e lv e s ,  and  w i th  o n l y  f r i e n d s h i p ,  g o o d  w ill ,  
a r .d  e s t e e m  f o r  t h e i r  w h i te  n e ig h b o r s .  T h e s e  c o n c lu s io n s  a r e  fu l ly  
ju s t i f ied  b y  th e  im p a r t i a l  t e s t i m o n y  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  been l o n g e s t  
w i th  t h e m  a n d  k n o w  th e m  best .

F o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  K i n k e a d  s a y s  in b i s  r e p o r t  f o r  1S85: “ T h e y  a r e  
p e a c e a b le  a n d  i n d u s t r i o u s , ”  an d  G o v e r n o r  S w i n e f o r d  s a id  in  1886:

T hey are a very superior race in tellectually  as compared w ith the  people g enerally  
know n as N orth  American Ind ians, and , as a rule, industrious and  p rov iden t and 
wholly self-sustaining. * * * As fast as th ey  can obtain  em ploym ent from  the 
w hite m en a t reasonable wages they  abandon th e  chose and th e  fishing grounds aud 
serve th e ir  em ployers faithfully  so long as they  are well treated.

G o v e r n o r  K in k e a d  sa id  in . 899:

If they  had European features and talked th e  English language we would often 
forget th a t  th e  race had so late ly  been in a condition of savagery;

a n d  in  h is  r e p o r t  f o r  1891, a f t e r  h e  k n e w  th e m  w ell ,  he  a g a in  s a i d :

These people are peaceably and k in d ly  disposed, m easurably honest, a n d  have 
great respect for the  G overnm ent.

T h e s e  r e m a r k s  a p p ly  t o  the n a t i v e s  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  A laskn  o n ly .  
In  s p e a k i n g  o f  E s k im o s ,  A th a b a s k a n s ,  a n d  A le u t s ,  J u d g e  W i c k e r -  

s h a m ,  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  s a y s :

As a class th ey  are honest an d  have decided predisposition to  respect ami obey 'h e  
laws. I th in k  they com pare very  favorably w ith  the  w hite residen ts of A laska n  
th a t respect. T he Eskimos p a rticu larly  are an innocent, inoffensive, an d  honest race 
of people. T h e  A thabaskan tr ib e s  along the  Y ukon are a  gentle  race of hun ters , and 
seldom  com m it crime, e ic e p t  w hen  un d er th e  influence of liquor. They a re  not 
nearly so inclined to violate th e  law as w hite m en, aud if this were th e  only s tan d ard  
of citizenship  th ey  would tunkc bette r citizens th an  th e  same num ber of w hite  me-..

J u d g e  M o o r e ,  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  o f  N o m e ,  w h o  is 
a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  th e  E s k im o s ,  s a y s :

They are a very kind, docile, au d  du tifu l people, so far as obedience to th e  law  is 
concerned, * * * and if left to pursue th e ir  ow n industries, separated from  the 
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whites, th ey  would give the adm in istrato rs of th e  law  bat little  trouble . •  •  •  
T h e  Eskim os a re  a  people who should no t be allowed to  becom e e x tin c t; th ey  have 
m any of the  noblest qualities w hich  characterise the  bette r people 0/  o u r race; they 
are  tree fro a  th e  savage tendencies of th e  American Indian .

A ll  t h a t  th e s e  c o m p e t e n t  a n d  im p a r t i a l  j u d g e s  h a v e  sa id  o f  th e  
A le u t s ,  E s k im o s ,  a u d  A t h a b u s k n n s  c a n  b e  s a id  w i t h  e q u a l  o r  g r e a t e r  
e m p h a s i s  o f  th e  n a t iv e s  w h o  in h a b i t  s o u t h e a s t e r n  A la s k a ,  f o r  th e y  
a p p e a r  t o  h e  even  m o r e  t r u s t w o r t h y  and  m o r e  f r u g a l ,  s o b e r ,  a n d  
in d u s t r i o u s  t h a n  t h e  o th e r s .

J u d g e  M e lv in  C . B r o w n , o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  a t  J u n e a u ,  
s a y s :

T he Iodiana of southeastern A laska are generally  docile said o b ed ien t to  th e  law 
so far as th ey  understand  it, excep t when intoxicated.

T h e  w e l f a r e  o f  su ch  & p e o p le  a s  th e se  u r g e n t ly  d e m a n d s  g o v e r m n e n t a l  
a t t e n t i o n ,  a n d  b e fo re  t h a t  c an  b e  in t e l l ig e n t ly  g iv e n  t h e i r  p a s t  h i s t o r y  
u nd  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  m u s t  b e  c a re f u l ly  s t u d ie d  f r o m  a ll  p o i n t s  o f  v iew  in  
o r d e r  t h a t  t h e i r  a c tu a l  c o n d i t io n s  tnd  n eeds  m a y  b e  p r o p e r l y  a p p r e c i ­
a te d  a n d  su p p l ie d .  T h i s  f a c t  seei is an  a m p le  a p o l o g y  fo~  t h e  l e n g t h  
a n d  m i n u t e  d e ta i l  o f  th i s  r e p o r t .

Jlact distinction*.— T h e s e  p e o p le  m a y  be  d iv id e d  in t o  f o u r  c la s se s  o r  
s to c k s :  (1) th e  E s k im o s ,  w h o  in h a b i t  th e  coas ts  o f  B e r i n g  S e a  a n d  o f  
th e  A r c t i c  O c e a n ,  a n d  th e  n o r t h e r n  v a l l e y s  f o r  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  a b o v e  
th e  c o a s t ;  (2) th e  A le u ts ,  w h o  in h a b i t  th e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s ts  w e s t  o f  
C o p p e r  R i v e r  a n d  th e  A le u t i a n  I s la n d s ;  (3) th e  A t l i u b a s k a n s ,  w h o  l i v e  
a lo n g  th e  r i v e r s  a n d  to u c h  th e  o cean  o n ly  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  C o o k  I n l e t ,  
a n d  (4) th e  T h l i n g c t s ,  H i d a h s ,  a u d  T s im s h e a n s ,  o n  t h e  c o a s t s  a n d  is la n d s  
e a s t  a n a  s o u t h e a s t  o f  C o p p e r  R iv e r .  O f  th e  l a s t  c la s s ,  th e  T h l i n g e t s  
a n d  H id a h s  m a y  each p o s s ib ly  be a s s ig n e d  to  s e p a r a t e  s t o c k s  f r o m  a n  
e th n ic a l  s t a n d p o in t ,  c e r t a i n l y  so  w hen  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e s  a r c  c o m p a r e d ;  
a n d  if  l a n g u a g e s  a lo n e  a r e  to  be  th e  g u id e ,  t h e  T s im s h e a n s  m a y  a l s o  
c la im  to  be  a  s e p a r a t e  p e o p le ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d in g  th e y  h a y e  s o m e t i m e s  
lieen c la s sed  a -  a b r a n c h  o f  th e  H id a h  s to c k ,  s ince  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  e s s e n ­
t i a l ly  d i f fe rs  f r o m  t h a t  o f  th e  H id a h s ,  e v e n  in t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  f o r m a t i o n  
o f  se n te n c e s .

T he  o r ig in  an d  ea r ly  h is to ry  o f  th e  a b o r i g in a l  A la s k a n s  c a n  n e v e r  
b e  s a f e ly  to ld ,  a n d  th e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  a n y  w ell-defined  t r a d i t i o n s  or. t h e  
s u b j e c t .  T h e  T h l i n g e t s  a n d  H id a h s  sp e a k  o f  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e i r  p eo p le  
l ived  in  a  f a i r  and  b e a u t i f u l  land f r o m  w h ic h  t h e y  w e r e  d r i v e n  b y  : 
g r e a t  flood t h a t  lan d ed  t b e i r  c an o e s  a t  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  bo rnes .  T i n  
T h l i n g c t s  o c c u p ie d  s o u t h e a s t e r n  A la s k a  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  its  d i s c o v e r y  
a n d  n o t h i n g  l m t  t h e i r  e th n ic a l  k in s h ip  to  o th e r  p e o p le  w o u 'd  i n d i c a t  
a  p o s s ib le  r e s id e n c e  e l s e w h e r e .

T h e  m a in  b o d y  o f  t h e  H i d a h s  h a v e  t h e i r  h o m e s  o n  Q u e e n  C hr-,r lo tt  
I s la n d s ,  in  B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia ,  a n d  t h a t  som e o f  t h e m ,  a t  a  c o m p a r a  
t iv e ly  r e c e n t  d a te ,  e m i g r a t e d  to  t h e  n e ig h b o r in g  A l a s k a n  is lan ds ,  f r o i



w h ic h  th e y  d r o v e  th e  T h l i n g e t s ,  is in d ic a te d  by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  
n a m e s  c f  t h e i r  o id e r  A la s k a n  v i l la g e s .  H o w k e n ,  S u k k a n ,  K l in k w a n ,  
o le . ,  tiro  sold tM be T b l i n g e t  a n d  no t H id a b  n am es .

T b o  Ahuskuii T s i m s h e c n s  a r e  r e c e n t  settlers. ,  h a v i n g  c o m e  to  A n n e t te  
I s la n d  it« lt'-ST f r o m  O ld  M e l u o k a b t U .  th e i r  f o r m e r  h o m e ,  n e a r  T o r t  
S im p s o n ,  in B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia .  R ev  E d w a r d  M a r s d e n ,  a  f u ’.i b lo o d e d  
T s im s h e a a ,  w h o  is n o w  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m iss io n a ry  t o  th e  T h l i n g c t s  a t  
S u x in a n ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h e  b e s t  e d u c a te d  o f  h is  p e o p le ,  t h i n k s  th e y  
j>ossiLly eamc f r o m  “ f u r t h e r  so w th ,”  b u t  h e  m e n t io n s  » o  v e r y  g o o d  
r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  b e l ie f .  T h i s  t h e o r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  finds -o m e  s u p p o r t  in 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o m e  nativ  e s  h a v e  v a g u e  t r a d i t io n s  a k in  10 t h e  A z te c  idea  
o f  th e  G r e a t  S p i r i t .

T h e  H i d a h s  a r c  s a id  to  r e c o g n iz e  a n d  read  th e  m e a n i n g s  o f  A z te c  
c a r v i n g s ,  a n d  to  h a v e  ha d  in  tb c i ' r  p o ssess io n  c o p p e r  i im -ges  e x a c t ly  
j j k t  o th e r s  e x h u m e d  in G u a t e m a l a .  I t  is sa fe  to  a c c e p t  t h e s e  a s  fnere  
co in c idc t iccs  r a t h e r  th a n  a s  e v id e n c e  o f  k in s h ip ,  b e c a u s e  th e r  5 a r e  
m a n y  th in g s  a m o n g  th e s e  p e o p le  w h ich  s e e m  to c o n n e c t  tn e r n  w i th  
a b o r i g in a l  p e o p le s  ir. w id e ly  s e p a r a t e d  c o u n t r i e s .  S o m e  o f  t h e i r  w o r d s  
s o u n d  l ik e  A p a c h e  w o r d s ;  so m e  o f  *heir  c u s to m s  an d  t r a d i t i o n s  r e s e m ­
b le  lb r » c  o f  f u r - d i s t a n t  A s i a t i c s ;  t h e i r  to te m ic  d ev ice s  l i n k  t h e m  to  
A u s t r a l i a n - .  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n . ’ , u n d  d c n e g a m b ia n s ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  th e i r  
im p le m e n t - ,  c u s t o m s ,  a n d  L ou sec  b e a r  re s e m b la n c e  to  th o s e  0/  th e  
N ew  Z e a la n d e r s ,  w h i le  t h e  p e r s o n a l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  A le u t s ,  T b l i n ­
g e t - ,  H id a h s ,  a n d  T s im s h e a n s  p ro c l a im  th em  a ll  as M o n g o l ia n s .

I t  is s a f e r  to  s ay  t h a t  m an}’ o f  th e se  s im i la r i t i e s  a r c  d u e  m e r e  t o  lilce 
c o n d i t io n . '  o f  life ,  c l i m a t e ,  a n d  s u r r o u n d in g s  th an  to  a  k i n s b ' r  o f  

p eo p le .
I t  is t r u e  t h a t  th e  w id th  o f  B e r in g  S t r a i t  a n d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  n a t i v e s  

o f  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y  s o m e t i m e -  p a s s  in o p e n  sk in  b o a t s  f r o m  A l a s k a  to  
S i la s r iu  sh o w  i t  p o ss ib le  f o r  A la s k a  to  h av e  b een  p e o p le d  f r o m  n o r t h -  
e a s t e r n  A sia ,  a n d  i t  is a l s o  t r u e  th a t  c p p p l e d  c r a f t s  m i g h t  be c a r r i e d  
b y  th e  .Japan  C u r r e n t  to  A la s k a n  sb r e s  I t  is, in d e e d ,  s a id  t o  lie a  
fa c t ,  r e m e m b e r e d  b y  A l e u t s  s t i l l  l iv in g ,  t h a t  J a p a n e s e  s h i p s  h a v e  b ee n  
> t ia iu le d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  a r c h ip e la g o ,  a n d  th is  k n o w le d g e ,  a d d e d  
t o  t h e i r  v e r y  ? t r i k i n g  M o n g o l ia n  cas te ,  seem s to  in d ic a te  t h a t  all  s o u t h ­
e r n  A la sk a  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  p e o p le d  f r o m  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Asia. T h e y  
a r e  sa id  to  r e s e m b le  the  K o r e a n s  more, s t r o n g l y  th a n  a n y  o t h e r  p e o p le .  
I t  in sa fe  to  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  in  n o  s e n s e  a k in  to  t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  
In d i a n ,  e i t h e r  in a p p e a r a n c e ,  h j i t s ,  d i s p o s i t io n ,  o r  a s p i r a t i o n s .  M a n y  
o f  tlm A la s k a n  n a t i v e s  a r e  i n d u s t r i o u s ,  f r u g a l ,  a n d  p e a c e  lo v in g .  
U n l ik e  trie A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n ,  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  d e s i r e  is  to  b e  c o n s i d c i e d  
re -p ec t i ib lo  m e n .  a n d  m a n y  o f  th e m  s t r i v e  to  im i t a te  t h e  w h i te  m an . 
f o r  w h o m  th e y  h a v e  g r e a t  r e s p e c t .

T h e  E s k im o -  h e a r  s t r o n g  re s e m b la n c e  to  so m e  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
A - ia t ic s ,  an d  a r e .  w i t h o u t  d o u b t ,  a  b r a n c h  o f  th e  s t o c k  w h o  p e o p le  th e
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s h o r e s  o f  G r e e n la n d  a n d  o th e r  A r c t i c  coas ts .  S i m i l a r i t y  ir l a n g u a g e ,  
c u s to m s ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  a p p e a r a n c e  p o in t s  t o  t h e i r  c o m m o n  o r ig in .

T h e  A t h a b a s c a n s  a r e  m o re  c lo se ly  r e l a te d  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  
th a n  a r e  a n y  o t h e r  o f  t h e  A la s k a n  na t iv e s .  M a n y  t h i n g s  p o i n t  to  t b o  
fa c t  t h a t  th e y  b e lo n g  t o  th e  g r e a t  s t o c k  c e n t e r i n g  a b o u t  L a k e  A t h a ­
b asca  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  the  A rc t i c  C i rc le  t o  M e x ic o ,  f r o m  th e  P o c k y  
M o u n t a i n s  to  H u d s o n s  Bay. T h a t  th e y  a r e  a k i n  to  t h e  C b ip p e w a s .  
T o n to -  A p a c h e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s o u t h e r n  t r i b e s  is  g e n e r a l l y  co n c e d e d .

The t r ib a l  nam e  w h ic h  a  p e o p le  g i v e  t h e m s e l v e s  m a y  so m e t im e s  a i d  
in t r a c i n g  th e  p a r e n t  s to c k ,  a n d  a m o n g  A la s k a n s ,  i f  t h e y  in d ic a te  a n y ­
th i n g ,  t h e y  s e e m  to  in d ic a te  an  in d e p e n d e n t  o r ig in .  T h e  E s k im o s  
n a m e d  th e m s e l v e s  “  J n u e t t ' ’ th o  A th a b a s c a n s  ca ll  t h e m s e l v e s  “  T in -  

r .e f a ,”  a n d  the  A l e u t s  say th e y  a r e  “  U n y u tig a n * . ’ ' each  m e a n i n g  
“ p e o p l e ”  o r '  “ t h e  p e o p le , ” w h ile  “ T h l i n g e t ” m eam . “ m a n .”  T h e s e  
p e o p le  a ll  live io  v i l la g e s ,  and  each  s e p a r a t e  c o m m u n i t y  ta k e s  t h e  n a m e  
o f  i t s  j r a r t i c u la r  lo c a l i ty  o r  v il lage ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e y  b e lo n g  to  t h e  
s a m e  s to c k .  F o r  in s ta n c e ,  t h e  T h l i n g c t s  e x t e n d  f r o m  C o p p e r  R i v e r  
to  t h e  e x t r e m e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  is lands, y e t  th o s e  l i v i n g  a t  S i t k a  a r e  k n o w n  
as “ S i t k a n s ; ”  th o s e  a t  H o o n a h  a3 “  H o c a a L s , ” e ic .  T h i s  f a c t  s o m e ­
t im e s  in d u c e s  t h e  e r r o n e o u s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e  d i f f e r e n t  
t r ib e s .

T h e y  a r e  d iv ided  in to  clans. E t h u o g i a p h i s t s  to l l  u s  t h a t  m a n  in h is  
p r o g r e s s  f r o m  b a r b a r i s m  to  c iv i l iz ed  g o v e r n m e n t  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  s e v ­
e ra l  d i s t i n c t  s t a g e s  in h i s  c o m m u n i t y  life. I n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  w o m e n  
a r c  th e  c o m m o n  p r o p e r t y  o f  a li  m e n ,  o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e y  each  h a v e  m o r e  
t h a n  o n e  h u s b a n d ,  a n d  c h i ld r e n  E nd  i t  im p o s s i b l e  to  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  o w n  
f a th e r s .  F o r  t h i s  re a s o n  th e  m o t h e r  is  r e c k o n e d  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  
fa m i ly .  T h e y  e r e  m e m b e r s  o f  h e r  c lan ,  an d  i t  is t h r o u g h  h e r  t h a t  
a n c e s t r y  is  t r a c e d  a m o n g  th e  A la sk a n .y  a s  a m o n g  o t h e r  u n c iv i l i z e d  
p e o p le s ,  a n d  n o t  t h r o u g h  th e  f a t h e r ,  as  w i th  t h e  c iv i l ized .  C h i ld r e n  
a r e  s a id  t c  h ave  g r o u p e d  th e m s e lv e s  a b o u t  a  c o m m o n  a n c e s t r a l  m o t h e r  
a n d  c o n t in u e d  to  m u l t i p ly  n n t i l  t h e y  g r e w  i n t o  a r l a u ,  a n d  w ith  th i s  
s t a g e  c a m e  the  p a t r i a r c h a l  g o v e r n m e n t  A s  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  th e s e  
d a n s  b e c a m e  m o r e  n m n e r o u s ,  s u b c l a n s  w e r e  f o r m e d ,  a n d  in  t im e ,  l ik e  
A b r a h a m  a n d  L o t ,  t h e y  d iv id ed  th e  c o u n t r y ,  e a c h  c la n  l i v i n g  a p a r t  to  
i t s e l f ,  y e t  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r  by  co m m o n  t i e s  a n d  t h e  e v e r - a s s e r t e d  c la im  
o f  k in s h ip .  A t  t h i s  s t a g e  m an  f i r s t  c la im s  a n  e x c lu s iv e  o w n e r s h i p  
a n d  p r o p e r t y  in  t h i n g s  w h ich  a r e  u s e f u l  to  h i m ,  an d  each  c la n  d e n ie d  
to  e v e r y  o t h e r  c lan  t h e  r i g h t  to  o c c u p y  i t s  c o u n t r y .  O u t  o f  confl ic ts  
o v e r  th e s e  c la im s  w a r  w a s  b o rn ,  a n d  f o r  m u t u a l  a id  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  
c la n s  c la im in g  k i n s h i p  fo r m e d  th e m s e l v e s  in to  p h m t r i a s ,  o r  b r o t h e r ­
h o o d s .  A s  t im e  w e n t  od these  b r o t h e r h o o d s  j o i n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  in to  
t r i b e s ,  a n d  finally  th e  t r i b e s  g r e w  in t o  f e d e r a t i o n s  o r  n a t i o n s .  T h i s  
is s a id  to  be  th e  c o u r s e  a n d  p r o g r e s s  f r o m  p r i m e v a l  a n a r c h y  to  c iv i l ­
ized  g o v c - rn m eu t ,  a n d  it. is  th e  c la n  s t a g e  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h ic h
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tmv. i n t e r e s t s  u s ,  b e c a u s e  to  t h a t  s t a g e  all o f  tb e  n a t iv e  p e o p le s  o f  
A la s k a  b e lo n g ,  a  f a c t  w h ic h  th e  G o v e r n m c u t  sh o u ld  c o n s t a n t ly  k e e p  
in  m in d  in  i t s  d e a l i n g s  w i th  th e m .

T h e  f i r s t  r e a l  s e m b la n c e  o f  o r g a n i z e d  g o v c r r m e n t  m a k e s  i t s  a p p e a r ­
a n c e  in th e  t r i b a l  s t a g e ,  w h ich  h a s  i t s  c h ie f s  a n d  e lec t iv e  co u nc i ls ,  b u t  
a m o n g  th e  n a t i v e  A ln s k a n s ,  as a m o n g  o th e r s  o f  th e  c lan  s t a g e ,  w e  d o  
n o t  find t r i b a l  o rg a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e y ,  l ik e  o t h e r  c lau n ish  p e o p le ,  e l e c t  
n o  c h ie f ,  s e le c t  n o  c o u n c i l ,  n o tw i t h s t a n d in g  w e  find m en  a m o n g  t h e m  
w h o  b e a r  th e  s e l f - a s s u m e d  t i t l e  o f  c h ie f ,  m e n  w h o  by  t h e i r  o w n  p r o w ­
ess ,  s u p e r i o r  i n t e l l e c t ,  o r  w e a l th  (m o s t  g e n e r a l ly  b y  w ea l th )  g a in  
udusuuI so c ia l  s t a n d i n g  and  in f luen ce  a n d  a r e  c o n t r o l l in g  f a c t o r s  in  
th e  c o m m u n i t y ,  b u t  n o n e  o f  t h e m  p o sse sse s  a u th o r i t y  e i t h e r  t o  m a k e  
law s  o r  in f l ic t  p u n i s h m e n t s ;  th o s e  fu n c t io n s  b e lo n g  o n ly  to  t h e  fa m i ly  
o r  c lan  c o l l e c t iv e ly .

T h e i r  re l ig iou*  ideas  w e re  v a g u e  a n d  u n d ig n i f ied  b e fo r e  C h r i s t i a n  
m i s s io n a r i e s  c a m e  a m o n g  th e m .  T h e y  a t t r i b u t e d  co n sc io u s  i n d i v id u ­
a l i ty  to  a lm o s t  e v e r y  o b je c t ,  i n a n i m a t e  as w ell  as  a n im a te ,  an d  p e o p le d  
th e  e a r t h  a n d  a i r  w i th  s p i r i t s .  T h i s  te n d e n c y  g a v e  w i tc h c r a f t  a  p r o m i ­
n e n t  p lace  a m o n g  th e m ,  an d  le d  to  all  o f  th e  e v i l s  w hich u su a l ly  r e s u l t  
f r o m  s u c h  b e l i e f s .  I t  is d o u b t f u l  if  t h e y  r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  e x is te n c e  o f  
a n y  b e n e f ic e n t  d e i t y  a t  all .  T h e  G r e a t  S p i r i t  o f  the  W e s t e r n  I n d i a n s  
w in  p r a c t i c a l ly  u n k n o w n  to  th e m ,  a l t h o u g h  th e y  had som e  c o n fu s e d  
p o l y t h e i s t i c  n o t io n s .  T o  t h e m  i t  w a s  th e  b us in ess  o f  s u p e r n a t u r a l  
s p i r i t s  to  b r i n g  e v i l  r a t h e r  t h a n  g o o d ,  a n d  th e y  s o u g h t  to  p r o p i t i a t e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  w o r s h i p .  T h e y  s u p p l i c a t e d  to  t h e  a n g r y  g o d  o f  t b e  w a te r s  
w h e n  c a u g h t  in a  s t o r m  a t  sea ,  .:nd th r e w  fo od  o v e r b o a r d  to  appease 
h is  w r a t h ;  t h e y  m a d e  o f f e r in g s  to  th e  god  o f  fo r e s t s  w h e n  lo s t  in t h e  
w o o d s ,  b u t  i t  h a d  n o t  y e t  b een  d is c lo sed  u n to  th e m  th a t  “  G o d  is  lo v e .”  
L i k e  o t h e r  p r i m i t i v e  p e o p le ,  th e y  re c o g n iz e d  c e r ta in  m y th ic a l  b e in g s  
to  w h o m  th e y  a s c r ib e d  p e c u l i a r  p o w e r s  a n d  v i r tu e s .  W i th  t h e  c la n  
s t a g e  in t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e y  a w a k e n e d  t o  the  con sc io u sn ess  t h a t  i n  
a  s p i r i t u a l  sen se  t h e y  w e re  a k i n  to  s o m e th i n g  b ey o n d  th e m se lv e s .  A  
s p i r i t  o f  d e p e n d e n c e  t a u g h t  th e m  th i s  f a c t ,  an d  th e y  b eg an  t o  r e a c h  
o u t  f o r  a id  a n d  s u p p o r t ,  and  i t  w as t h i s  e f f o r t  t h a t  g iv e s  b i r th  t o  t h e i r  
totem  ic  system*.

T h e y  b e g a n  t o  feel t h a t  th e  h e lp  th e y  n e e d e d  m u s t  co m e  f r o m  s o m e  
s u p e r n a t u r a l  p o w e r ,  b u t  t h e y  cou ld  n o t  co n c e iv e  o f  such  a p o w e r  
e x i s t i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  so m e  m a te r i a l  bod}-. H e u e e  i t  was th a t  t h e y  m a d e  
t e r m s  w i th  s o m e  m a te r i a l  o b j e c t  as  th e i r  to t e m ,  in w h ich  t h a t  p o w e r  
m a y  re s id e ,  g e n e r a l l y  w i th  a n  a n im a l ,  a b i r d ,  o r  a  fish, b u t  s o m e t i m e s  

* w i th  a  t r e e ,  a  p l a n t ,  o r  a  m o u n ta in .  N o w , a u c t h e r  e le m e n t  o f  t h e i r  
n a t u n  fo rced  t h e m  to  c la im  k in s h ip  w i th  t h i s  to te m .  T h e i r  c l a n s m e n  
a r e  ali  o f  t h e i r  k in ,  a n d  m e n  o f  o t h e r  c la n s  w e re  h o s t i le  t o  th e m .  
N a tu r a l ly ,  th e n ,  to  t h e i r  m in d s  th i s  b e n e v o le n t  to t e m  m u s t  a lso  b e  
o f  h e i r  k in ,  a n d  in so m e  in s ta n c e s  th e y  e v e n  look  u p o n  t h e  t o t e m
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a n im a l  a s  a n  a n c e s to r .  T h e  f i r s t  I r o q u o i s  is  s a id  t o  h a v e  been  a  tu r t l e  
w h ich  s t r u g g l e d  u p w a rd  u n t i l  i t  lo s t  i t s  shc l i  a n d  b e ca m e  a m a n ,  and  
so o n  a f t e r  th e  f i rs t  E s k  m o  is s a id  to  h a v e  f a l l e n  f ro m  th e  p od  o f  tb e  
b eec h  p e a  w h ich  g a v e  h im  b i r t h ,  a  r a v e n  a p p e a r e d  w i th  food. S uch  
n o t io n s  a s  th e se  b ind  th e  c la n s m a n  to  h is  t o t e m — th e  to t e m  g iv e s  i t s  
n a m e  to  h i s  d a n ,  a n d  w h i le  t h e  c la n s m a n  fan c ie s  he  rece iv e s  a id  f ro m  
th e  t o t e m ,  he , in t u r n ,  p r o t e c t s  a n d  w ill  n o t  b a r m  his t o t e m  a n im a l .

W h i l e  t h e  re l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  c lan sm an  a n d  h is  to t e m  is a  v e ry  
c lose  o n e ,  y e t  th e  t o t e m  is se ld o m  a d o r e d ,  a n d  n e v e r  deif ied  o r  w o r ­
s h i p p e d  e x c e p t  in  t h a t  s e n s e  in  w h ic h  a n c e s to r s  a r e  s o m e t im e s  
w o r s h i p p e d .

T b e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  A la s k a n  c lans  a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  to  t h e i r  t o t e m s  
a r e  to ld  b y  M r .  W i l l i a m  D u n c a n ,  w h o  f o r  fo r ty - s e v e n  y e a r s  h a s  been  
a  m i s s i o n a r y  a m o n g  th e m ,  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  s t a te m e n t :

T h e  carving and painting of th e  Ind iana in th is  cou n try  are sym bolical of th e  
various cresta or totem s, aa th ey  are  som etim es called, which seem  to hav e  been 
adopted  in fa r back ages to d istingu ish  th e  four social clans into w h ich  es h bund is 
subdiv ided . Tho names of these four c lans in th e  Tsimsbean languag are K ish  
pool wadda, Canadda, Lach e boo, and Lacksh keak.

T h e  K ish pool wadda, by (ar th e  moat num erous hereabouts, are represented sym - (
bolically by tb e  finback w hale in th e  sea, th e  grizzly b e a r  on land , tb e  grouse in 
the a ir, and th e  aun and st?..s in th e  heavens. T he C anadda sym bols are th e  frog, tb e  
raven, tb e  starfish, and tb e  bu llhead . T he Lacheboo tak e  the wolf, the heron, an d  
tbe  grizzly for their totem s; the  Lacksh keak , tb e  eagle, th e  beaver, and th e  h a lib u t 

T h e  c reatu res I h a \e  ju s t nam ed are, how ever, only regarded a s  the visible rep ­
resentatives of the  p- werful and m ystical beings o r  genii o f in d ian  m ythology. A nd 
as all of one grouo are said to be of the  sam e k indred , 60 a ll the m em bers of the sam e 
clan w hose herald ic sym bols are th e  sam e are  counted as blood relations. Strange 
to say, th is relationship  bolds good should th e  persons beloug to a d ifferent or even 
hostile  tribes, sp jak  a totally  d ifferen t language, o r be located thousands of m iles 
apart. On being asked to exp lain  how th is  notion of relationship  orig inated  or w hy 
it is perpetuated  in the  face of so m any ob lite ra tin g  circumstances, the Ind ians po in t 
back to a rem ote age when th e ir  ancestors lived in a beautiful land, and where, in a 
m ysterious m anner, the m ythical c reatures whose sym bols they retaiD revealed th em ­
selves to  tb e  beads of the  families of th a t day.

T hey  th en  relate th e  trad itional story of an overw helm ing flood w hich came and 
subm erged th e  g-iod laod and spread  d ea th  and destruction  all around.

Those of th e  ancients who escaped in canoes w ere d rifted  about and scattered  in 
every  d irec tion  on th e  face of th e  waters, and  w here they found them selves afte r Hie 
flood had subsided, there they  located an d  form ed tribal associations. Thus it was 
th a t persons related by blood becam e w idely severed from  each o ther; nevertheless 
they  re ta ined  and clung to the  sym bols w hich had distinguished th em  and th e ir 
respective families before th e  flood, and a ll succeeding generations have in th is  par­
ticu lar sacredly followed suit. Hence it is the  crests have  continued to m ark  Ihe 
offspring of the  original founders of each family.

As it m ay  in terest you to  know  to w ha t practical uses th e  natives apply  their 
crests, I will enum erate those u b ich  have come under m y own notice.

F irst. As I have previously m entioned, crests subdivide tril.-es in to  social clans, 
and a un ion  of a  crest is a  closer bond th a n  a  trib a l union.

Second. I t  is th e  am bition of all leading inem liers of each clan in the several 
tribes to represen t by carviug or pa in ting  th e ir  herald ic sym bols on all th e ir  lielong-
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ing», not nm itiinp  even th e ir  hotwehold utensils, a? spoon* ami rlishew; am i on th e  
death of th e  head of a  fam ily a to tem  pole is erected  in front of his hunw  hy his 
successor, on  w hich is carved and |>aintcd, m ore o r  less elaborately, the  sym bolic 
creatures of his clan  as they  appear in som e m ythological ta le  or legend.

Third. T h e  crests define th e  Irounds of consanguin ity , and iwrsona having th e  sam e 
crest are fo rb idden  to in te rm arry ; th a t is, a  frog m ay  not ru a rr r  a  frog, no r a w hale  
m arry  a w hale, hut a  frog m ay m arry  a wolf, and a w hale m ay m arry an eagle.

Among som e of th e  A laskan tribes, I am  told, th e  m arriage restrictions are still 
further narrow ed, and persons of different crests m ay not in te rm arrv  if th e  creatures 
of their respective clans have  the  sam e instincts; thus, a  C anadda may no t m arry  a 
Lashkcak, bcca :se th e  raven of one crest an d  th e  eagle of th e  o th er seek and devour 
the same k ind  of food. Again, a K islq iootw adda m ay  not m arry  a Lacheboo because 
the  grizzly bear an d  the  wolf, representing these  crests, are  both carnivorous.

Fourth. All the  children take th e  m o th er’s crest and are  incorporated as m em ­
bers of th e  m o th er’s family; nor do they  designate  o r  regard th e ir  father’s fam ily as 
th e ir relations. A m an 's h e ir  ami successor, therefore, is no t hie own son, but his 
sister's son. And in the case of a woman being m arried  in to  h d istant tribe, aw ay 
from her relations, the offspring of such uuion when grown up will lea e th e ir  
parents an d  go to their m other’s tribe  an d  tak e  th e ir  rtxqiective places in th e ir  
m other's fam ily. This law accounts for th e  g reat in terests w hich natives take in 
th e ir  nephew s and  nieces, w hich seem s to be qu ite  equal to th e  interest th ey  tak e  in 
t. • own ch ild ren

Filth . T he elan re la tionsh ip  also regulates all feasting. A native never invites th e  
m em bers of his ow n crest to a  feast. T hey, being regarded as his blood relations, a re  
alw ays welcome; b u t at leasts w hich are g iven  only for d isp lay , so far from being 
partaker® of ti c bounty, nil th e  clansm en iv itb iu  a reasonable distance a re  expected 
to con tribu te  'h e ir  m eans and th e ir  services g ratu itously  to m ake the  feast a suc­
cess In th e  fam e :’f the  feast hangs the h o n o r of th e  elan.

S ixth. W hat 1 have  just w ritten  rem inds m e to a d d  th a t th is social b ro th erh o o d  
has a  g reat deal to  do with prom oting hosp itu lity  am ong the  Indians, a  m atter of 
imm ense im portance in a country  w ithout h o te ls  o r restaurants.

A stranger, w ith o r w ithout his family, in  v isiting  an  Ind ian  village need never be 
at a  loss for shelter. All h e  has to do  is to m ak e  for the  house belonging to one of 
h is crest, am i w hich Im can easily  d is tin g u ish  by  the  totem  pole in (rout of it. 
T here lie is Mire of a vvenome, and  of th e  best th e  host can afford. T here he  is 
accounted a  b ro th er and treated  and trusted  as such.

Seventh 1 may m ention, too, th a t th e  subdivision  of the bands into th e ir  social 
clans accounts in m easure for th e  num ber of jietty  chiefs ex isting  in each tril>e, as 
each d a n  can  boast of ils headm en. The m ore  p roperty  a clan ran  accum ulate an d  
give away to rival clans, th e  greater n u m b er of headm en it m ay have.

A nother p rom inen t use m ade by th e  natives of th e ir  herald ic symliols is th a t th ey  
take names from them  for th e ir  ch ild ren . For instance, W ee nay aeli. Big F in 
(w hale); -**e tahm  lacli taoii, S itting  on th e  Ice  (eagle i; Ik sh  e o n m a lv ah . T he F irs t 
Si<caker ( raven in th e  m o rn in g 1; A th l kali kout, T h e  H ow ler Traveling ( vvoll).

Ninth. A nd last hu t no t haist, th e  k in sh ip  claim ed and  m aintained in each trilie  
In the m ethod  of crests has m uch to  do w ith  preventing  blood feuds, and  also in 
restoring th e  peace when quarre ls and ligh ting  liavo ensued. Trilies o r sectious 
thereof m ac and do tight, but m em bers of th e  sam e social clan m ay not fight. Hence, 
iiH'oiitcsl* lietween two Irilies, th ere  a lw ays rem ain in each some noiicom batants 
w ho will w atch th e  opportun ity  to interpose th e ir  nltiee? in th e  interests of |waee 
and order, in  case, too, o f a m arauding p a rty  being out to secure slaves, sho u ld  
th ee  liiid o ne  nr m ore of th e ir  victim s to be  of th e ir  ow n crest, •etch a person would 
I*, set free and he iniurjHiRitr'd as a m em ber of th e ir  family .ill- tin -cap tives of 
Other crests would 1*0 held o r .-old as slaves.



In writing of these  m atters it m ust be understood th a t I have kep t in  view th e  
natives in th e ir p rim itive  state. T he M etlakah tU ns, who a re  civilized, w hile  re ta in ­
ing their crest distinctions and  uphold ing  th e  good and salu ta ry  regulations co n ­
nected therew ith , have  dropjied all th e  baneful and  heathenish  rivalry  w ith w hich  
the  clannish system  was in tim ately  associated.

W h ile  M r .  D u n c a n ’s d e s c r ip t i o n  a p p l i e s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  to  t h e  T s i m ­
sh ean s ,  we find th e s e  t o t e m i c  d e v ic e s  c a r v e d  u p o n  th e  o r n a m e n t s  a n d  
im p le m e n ts  o f  all  tb e  A la s k a n  n a t iv e s ,  a n d  a m o n g  th e  s o u t h e r n  T h l i n ­
g e t s  and  th e  H i d a h s  we find t h e m  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  p o le s  s t a n d i n g  in  
f r o n t  o f  t h e i r  d w e l l in g s .  T h e  f i g u re s  o n  th e se  p o les  n o t  o n l y  te l l  
th e  fam ily  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  o w n e r s ,  b u t  r e c o u n t  n o ta b le  a c h ie v e m e n t s ,  
and  th e  h i g h e r  a m a n ’s s t a t i o n  th e  t a l l e r  h e  m a k e s  h is  p o le ,  b u t  he  is 
n o t  a llow ed b y  t h e  o th e r s  to  m a k e  i t  te l l  to o  m u c h .  T h e  e r e c t io n  o f  a  
t o t e m  pole  is  a  m a t t e r  in  w h ic h  th e  w h o le  clan t a k e  a  d e e p  i n t e r e s t  
I t  is c losely  s c r u t in i z e d ,  a n d  i f  i t  is to o  ta l l ,  o r  te l l s  to o  m u c h ,  i t  m u s t  
be  c u t  off o r  c h a n g e d .  S o m e  o f  th e s e  p o le s  a r e  c a r v e d  f r o m  im m e n s e  
c e d a r  t r e e s  3 o r  4 f e e t  th i c k  a n d  50 o r  60  f e e t  h ig h ,  a t  a  c o s t  o f  a s  
m u c h ,  s o m e t im e s ,  as  a  t h o u s a n d  o r  m o r e  d o l l a r s .  S o m e  o f  t h e m  h a v e  
v a u l t s  hew n  in t h e m  in to  w h ic h  th e  a s h e s  o f  c r e m a te d  b o d ie s  w e r e  
d eposi ted .

T h e  e rec t io n  o f  th e se  p o le s  is b e in g  d i s c o n t in u e d  to  a  g ' e a t  e x t e n t ,  
an d  in so m e  lo c a l i t ie s  th e y  a r e  b e i n g  d e s t r o y e d  b y  th e  n a t iv e s  t h e m ­
se lves .  as. f o r  in s ta n c e ,  a t  I v l in k w a n .  on  P r i n c e  o f  W a le s  I s l a n d ,  a  la rg e  
n u m b e r  o f  H i d a h  to te m s  w e re  c u t  d o w n  la s t  w in te r .  T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
is d o n e  w i th  m u c h  r e lu c ta n c e ,  as  t h e  n a t i v e ’s  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  t h e m  is 
v e r y  g r e a t — so g r e a t  th a t  o n e  c h i e f  w h o  h a d  f r e e ly  d o n a t e d  h is  p o le  
to  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  r e f u s e d  to  be p r e s e n t  w h e n  it was t a k e n  d o w n  f o r  
re m o v a l  to  th e  p u b l i c  p a r k  in  S i tk a .

M any  s im i la r  custom s a n d  c o n d i t io n s  e x i s t  a m o n g  a l l  th e  n a t iv e  
p e o p le  of A la s k a ;  th e y  a r e  a ll  in t h e  c la n  s t a g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  fish 
c o n s t i t u te s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  fo o d ,  y e t  a l l  g o  in p u r s u i t  o f  g a m e ;  e a c h  
p e r s o n  ho lds  i n d iv id u a l  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  is  f r e e  to  c o n t r o l  h is  o w n  a c t io n s ,  
an d  fam il ie s  p o s s e s s  t b e i r  o w n  h o m e s  a n d  f i sh in g  g r o u n d s ,  w h ic h  h a v e  
d escen d ed  f r o n t  g e n e r a t i o n  to  g e n e r a t i o n .

M o s t  of th e  co n f l ic t s  a t  p r e s e n t  a r i s i n g  b e tw e e n  th e  n a t i v e s  a n d  tb e  
w h i te s  g ro w  o u t  o f  th e  n a t i v e ’s  id e a  t h a t  h e  has t h e  e x c lu s iv e  r i g h t  t o  
ta k e  fish f r o m  a c e r t a in  s t r e a m .  F o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  h i s  f o r e f a t h e r s  fished 
th e  sam e  w a te r s ,  a n d  t h e i r  r i g h t s  to  d o  so  w e re  a lw a y s  r e c o g n iz e d  a n d  
re s p e c te d  b y  o t h e r  n a t iv e s ,  a n d  i t  is  b u t  n a t u r a l  t h a t  h e  s h o u ld  lo o k  
w ith  je a lo u sy  u p o n  th e  e n c r o a c h i n g  w h i t e  m a n .

T h e y  all l ive  in v i l la g e s  a l o n g  th e  r i v e r s  o r  c o i s t s .  u s u a l ly  e a c h  h o m e  
f r o n t i n g  u p o n  th e  w a te r  to  a f fo rd  c o n v e n i e n t  ca oe la n d in g s .  M a n y  
o f  t h e m a l 'O  h a v e  a d d i t io n a l  h o m e s  a t  t h e i r  f i sh ing  a n d  h u n t i n g  g r o u n d s ,  
to  w h ic h  th e y  m o v e  t h e i r  fa m i l ie s  d u r i n g  t b e  h u n t i n g  a n d  f ish in g  s e a ­
sons. A  n a t iv e  v i l la g e  m a y  h a v e  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  i n h a b i t a n t s  a t  
C h r is tm a s  a n d  be e n t i r e l y  d e s e r t e d  in M a y .  W h e n  th e  f i sh in g  se a s o n
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a r r iv e s  t h e y  lo c k  t h e i r  p e r m a n e n t  h o m e s  a n d  a r e  off f o r  the  t e m p o r a r y  
o nes .  I t  is  c u r i o u s  b u t  n o t  u n c o m m o n  to  sec th e se  e n t i r e l y  d e s e r te d  
v i l lag e s ,  a n d  so  l i t t le  d o  th e y  f e a r  t h e f t  t h a t  Dearly a l l  t h e i r  h o u s e h o ld  
g o o d s  a r e  l e f t  b e h in d  w h e n  th e y  g o  o n  th e s e  t r ip s .

The canoe an d  b oa t  o f  th e  s o u t h e r n  A la s k a n  n a t iv e s  d o  all t h e i r  c a r -  
r v i n g ,  s i n c e  t h e y  se ld o m  m o v e  a b o u t  o n  lan d  e x c e p t  in  h u n t i n g  la n d  
an im a ls .  T h e  c a n o e ,  w h e n  n o t  in u se ,  is  h a u le d  o u t  o n t o  th e  L a n k  o r  
s h o r e  in f r o n t  o f  th e  d w e l l i n g ,  b u t  it  is  m u c *  in use  b y  a ll  m e m b e r s  o f  
th e  f a m i ly ,  um le  a n d  fe m a le  a l ik e ,  w h o  d o  n o t  s i t  a n d  ro w ,  b u t  s i m p l y  
squat in t h e  b o a t  and  u se  a  p a d d le .  T h e y  a r e  so  y o u n g  w h e n  t h e y  
b e g in ,  a n d  a r e  s o  c o n s t a n t ly  in  th e  b o a t  t h a t  i t  is ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h i s  w h ic h  
h a s  g iv e n  th e  s h o r t e n e d  a n d  c r o o k e d  leg s ,  th e  o v e r - d e v e lo p e d  b o d ie s  
a n d  a r m s ,  a n d  t h e  s h a m b l i n g ,  w a d d l in g  w a lk  so  n o t ic e a b le  in m a n y  

o f  th em .
T h e  o r i g in a l  c a n o e s  o f  tb<- s o u t h e a s t e r n  n a t i v e s  w e r e  d u g  o u t  o f  t h e  

b o d ie s  o f  t r e e s ,  th e  c e d a r  b e i n g  m u c h  u sed .  T h e y  w e r e  so m e t im e s  t>0 
to  SO f e e t  lo n g  a n d  w o u ld  c a r r y  f r o m  50 to  75 p e r s o n s .  T h e  c an o es  o f  
th e  A le u t s ,  E sk im o s ,  a n d  A th a b a s c a n s  w e r e  u su a l ly  m a d e  o f  s k in s  o r  
b i r c h  b a r k  f a s te n e d  o v e r  w o o d e n  f r a m e s .  I n  th e  s t i l l e r  w a te r s  o f  
s o u t h e r n  A la s k a ,  as  w e ll  a s  in o t h e r  lo ca l i t ies ,  sa i l  a n d  ro w  b o a ts  a r e  
n ow  m u c h  u se d ,  a n d  t h e  o ld - t im e  c a n o e  is f a s t  p a s s in g  a w a y ,  b e c a u se  
th e  n a t iv e  is a g o o d  b o a t  b u i l d e r  a n d  h e  finds t h e  w h i t e  m a n 's  c r a f t  
e a s i e r  b u i l t  a n d  m o r e  s e r v ic e a b le  th a n  h is  o w n ,  n nd  t h e  A la s k a n  n a t iv e  
is q u ic k  t o  p ic k  u p  an d  u se  t h e  w h i te  m a n 's  ideas.

D om ett ic  animal* of t h e  n a t iv e s .— T h e  d o g  is t h e i r  o n ly  d o m e s t i c a te d  
a n im a l ,  e x c e p t  t h n t  la t e ly  t h e  d o m e s t i c a te d  rein"' J e r  h a s  com e to  a  f e w  
E s k im o s  t h r o u g h  a w ise  g o v e r n m e n t a l  e f fo r t ,  a n d  c a t t l e  h a v e  b e e n  
used  to  a  v e r y  l im i te d  e x t e n t  b y  a  f e w  A le u t s .  T h e  w a te r ,  t h e i r  
h a rk s ,  a n d  th e  d o g  sled  a r e  t h e  o n ly  m e a n s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a m o n g  
th e  E s k i m o  a n d  A th a b a s c a n s ,  w h o  t n i v e l  o v e r  w i d e r  r a n g e s  o f  c o u n t r y  
t h a n  do  t h e  n a t i v e s  in  t h e  r o u g h e r  s o u t i i e r n  p a r t s ,  a n d  b o th  th e y  a n d  
th e  w h i t e  r e s id e n t s  m a k e  l a r g e  use  o f  d o g s  in t r a n s p o r t i n g  th e m s e lv e s  
a n d  t h e i r  s u p p l i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  r e i n d e e r  is  b e g in n i n g  to  be  u sed  to  
s o m e  e x t e n t  fo r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .  I n  w i n t e r  th r e e  o r  m o r e  d o g s  h i t c h e d  
t a n d e m  d r a w  a b o u t  2(H) p o u n d s  each  on  a  t o n g u e l e s s  sled w h ic h  is 
g e n e ra l ly  g u i d e d  f r o m  b e h in d  l ike  a p lo w ,  b y  t h e  d r i v e r ,  a n d  w h e n  
th e r e  is n o  s n o w  ea ch  o f  t h e s e  f a i t h f u l  a n im a ls  c a r r i e s  f ro m  30 to  50 
p o u n d s  s t r a p p e d  u p o n  h i s  b a ck .  W h e n  on  a j o u r n e y  th e y  a r c  f e d  
o nce  a  d a y ,  g e n e r a l l y  o n  d r i e d  fish, to  w h ic h  c o o k e d  m eal o r  r ice  is 
s o m e t im e s  a d d e d .  W h i l e  th e  r e i n d e e r  g iv e s  m u c h  p r o m is e  f o r  t h e  
f u t u r e ,  t h e  d o g  is  to-dav* o n e  o f  th e  s t r o n g e s t  f a c to r s  f o r  the  d e v e l o p ­
m e n t  o f  i n t e r i o r  a n d  n o r t h e r n  A la s k a ,  n n d  i ts  p r o g r e s s  w o u ld  be  s lo w  
in d e e d  w i t h o u t  h im ,  as  h o r s e s  a r e  n o t  u sed  th e re .

N a t iv e  h o u se s .— T h e  b u i l d in g  o f  a  h o u s e  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t  in  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  A la s k a ,  a n d  th e  s ize  o f  a  d w e l l i n g  o f t e n  fixes th e  soc ia l



s t a t u s  o f  th e  o w n e r .  A f t e r  a  n a t i v e  h a s  h a d  a s u c c e s s fu l  season  i t  is 
n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  h im  t o  t e a r  d o w n  h is  d w e l l i n g  a n d  b u i ld  a new  o n e ,  
a l t h o u g h  th e  n e w  m a y  be  b u t  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  o ld  o n e  w as .  
T h e  c o m p le t i o n  o f  a  n e w  h o m e  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  c e l e b r a t e d  b y  a fe a s t  a t  
w h ic h  th e  b u i l d e r  is l i k e ly  to  s q u a n d e r  th e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  h is  w e a l th .  
I n  t h e  d a y s  w h e n  s l a v e r y  e x i s t e d  a m o n g  th e s e  p e o p le ,  it  w a s  n o  
u n c o m m o n  t h i n g  f o r  a  m a s t e r  t o  b u r y  th e  b o d y  o f  a  s l a u g h t e r e d  s l a v e  
u n d e r  e a c h  o f  t h e  c o r n e r  p o s t s  o f  h is  n e w  b o u s e .

T h e i r  h o u se s  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  o n e  s t o r y  in r e c t a n g u l a r  f o r m ,  
f r o m  s la b s  o r  p u n c h e o n s  3 o r  m o r e  in c h e s  in  t h i c k n e s s ,  s p l i t  f r o m  
v e r y  l a r g e  t r e e s .  A  h o le  w as l e f t  in t h e  r o o f s  c e n t e r  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  
t h e  s m o k e  p a s s e d  f r o m  a n  o p e n  f ire  o n  t h e  d i r t  f loor  in th e  m id d le  o f  
t h e  o n e  la r g e  r o o m .  P l a t f o r m s  a r o u n d  th e  i n n e r  w a l l s ,  o n e  a b o v e  
a n o t h e r ,  s e v e ra l  f e e t  w id e ,  s e r v e d  a s  s l e e p in g  p la c e s  a n d  s t o r a g e  ro o m .  
T h e  b o u s e  w as  w i t h o u t  w in d o w s ,  d a r k ,  a n d  la c k e d  v e n t i l a t io n .  T h e  
c o r n e r  p o s t s ,  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t  o f  th e  h o u s e ,  b o re  e l a b o ­
r a t e  t o t c m i c  d e v ic e s .

T h e s e  h o u se s ,  l ik e  m o s t  o f  t h e  a b o r i g in a l  c u s to m s ,  a r e  now  p a s s in g  
a w a y ,  f o r  th e  n a t i v e s  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  A la s k a  a r e  f a s t  t a k i n g  u p  th e  
w h i t e  m a n ’s w a y s  a n d  b u i l d in g  t h e  w h i te  m a n ' s  h o u s e  o f  t w o  o r  m o r e  
s t o r i e s ,  w i th  w in d o w s  a n d  w o o d e n  f lo o r in g ,  a n d  in s te a d  o f  th e  o p e n  
fi re  in t h e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  ro o m ,  s t o v e s  a r e  now  b e in g  u sed  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  
o f  p r o p e r  v e n t i l a t io n .  M a n y  o f  t h e i r  h o u s e s  w p r e s e n t  a g o o d  
a p p e a r a n c e  f r o m  th e  o u t s id e ,  b u t  t h e r e  is a  lac o f  c le a n l in e s s  a n d  
c o m f o r t  w i th in ,  a n d  th e y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  o v e r c r o w d c  w i th  o c c u p a n t s ,  
a s  m a n y  a s  30  o r  10 p e r s o n s  s o m e t i m e s  l i v in g  in a  s i n g le  d w e l l i n g  
w h ic h  c o u ld  p r o p e r l y  h o u s e  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  o r  e ig h t .  T h i s  c h a n g e  
h a s  n o t  p ro v e d  b ene f ic ia l  in m a n y  r e s p e c ts ,  a n d  is s p r e a d i n g  d is ea se  
a m o n g  th e  p e o p le  v e r y  r a p i d l y .  A m o n g  th e  A le u t s  w e  find d w e l l i n g s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  u n h e w n  log s ,  t h a t c h e d  w i th  g r a s s ,  in nil  th e  t i m b e r e d  
s e c t io n s ,  w h ic h  e x t e n d  a s  f a r  w e s t  as  th e  m id d le  o f  K a d ia k  I s la n d ,  b u t  
a f t e r  t h a t  p o i n t  is p a s s e d  we find  th e  b a r a b a r a ,  a  h a b i t a t i o n  m o r e  
t h a n  h a l f  u n d e r  g r o u n d  a n d  c o v e r e d  w i th  d i r t ,  w i th  a h o le  in th e  c e n t e r  
f o r  s m o k e .  W h e n  n o t  b e in g  u s e d  as an  e sc a p e  f o r  s m o k e ,  t h i s  h o le  is 
c o v e r e d  w i th  se a l  b la d d e r ,  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  th e  l i g h t  e n te r s .  T h e  
e n t r a n c e  to  th e s e  h o u s e s  is an  u n d e r g r o u n d  p a s s a g e ,  t h r o u g h  w h ich  
t h e  in m a te s  m u s t  c r a w l  o n  h a n d s  a n d  k n e e s  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  9 o r  10 fe e t .  
I t  w o u ld  be d if f icu l t  to  im a g in e  a  m o r e  f i l thy  o r  u n h e a l t h y  p lace .

T h e  h a b i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  E s k i m o s  a re  m u c h  l ik e  th o s e  o f  t h e  s o u t h ­
w e s t e r n  A le u t s ,  w h i le  th o s e  o f  th e  A t h a b a s c a n s  a r e  u s u a l ly  b u i l t  o f  
lo g s  th a t c h e d  w i t h  g r a s s .

T h e  n a t iv e s  a ll o v e r  A l a s k a  a r e  fa s t  l e a r n i n g  t o  b u i ld  th e  w h i te  m a n 's  
h o u s e  w h e r e v e r  l u m b e r  is a v a i l a b l e  fo r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  b u t  l u m b e r  c o s t s  
s o  m u c h  in so m e  p la c e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c o m p e l le d  to  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  o ld  
h a b i t a t i o n s .
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The food of th e  N a t iv e * .—1Tlii.v c o n s i s ts  p r i n c ip a l ly  of fish, f resh  n n d  
d r i e d  siltlion«rh w i ld  g n n ic  is u sed  t o  a  c o n s id e ra b le  e x t e n t ,  os well us 
o t h e r  k in d s  o f  s e a  fo o d .  S a lm o n ,  h a l i b u t ,  a n d  e t h e r  fishes a r c  c a u g h t  
a n d  d r i e d  in s u m m e r  f o r  w i n t e r  use. T h e  sea l ,  w a ’ru s ,  an d  w h a le  
fu r n i s h  th e  E s k im o s  w i th  a  la rg o  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  food ,  a n d  oil is u se d  in  
a b u n d a n c e  a m o n g  a ll  th e s e  n a t i v e s ,  a n d  o s p o d r l l y  b y  th o se  in t h e  
n o r t h  a n d  n o r t h w e s t .  F is h  roe .  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  o f  th e  h e r r i n g ,  is 
m u c h  s o u g h t  a f t e r  a n d  c o n s id e re d  <juitc a  d e l icacy .  W i l d  fow ls  a n d  
t h e i r  e g g s  a r c  h i g h l y  p r i z e d ,  a n d  h e r b s  a n d  seaw ee d  a r e  a lso  c u r e d  
and  la id  u p  f o r  w i n t e r  use .  ( l i n d e n  v e g e ta b le s  a rc  c u l t iv a t e d  to  so m e  
e x t e n t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  a m o n g  th e  A le u t s ,  b u t  th i s  h a s  no t  b ec o m e  g e n e ra l  
a n d  s h o u ld  be e n c o u r a g e d .

In  n e a r ly  all lo c a l i t ie s ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e s e  p e o p le ,  to  as  g r e a t  an  e x t e n t  
as p o s s ib le ,  u>e th e  w h i t e  m a n 's  fo od ,  as  t h e y  find i t  m u c h  to  t h e i r  
l ik in g .  D u r i n g  th e  s u m m e r  se a s o n  t h e i r  w a n ts  sire r e a s o n a b ly  w e ll  
s u p p l ie d ,  b u t  t h e y  nr.* l e a r n i n g  to  d e p e n d  m o r e  an d  m o r e  upon  th e  
local t r a d e r  f o r  t h e i r  w i n t e r ’s s u p p l y ,  a n d  a r c  g r o w i n g  im p r o v i d e n t  in  
p r e p a r i n g  t h e i r  o w n  fo o d ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  m a n y  find th e m se lv e s  in  
w a n t  w h e n  s u m m e r  h a s  e n d e d .

It is sa id  by  s o m e  t h a t  th e  g r o w t h  o f  th e  s a lm o n -c a n n in g  in d u s t r y  h a s  
m a d e  fish s c a r c e  in m a n y  loca l i t ie s ,  w h i le  it  is u r g e d  by  o th e r s  t h a t  
th i s  i> n o t  t r u e ,  a n d  t h a t  th e  c a n n e r i e s  h a v e ,  o n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  b e e n  
a  g r e a t  lien' lit to  tho rn .

I t ia r r iag e  r e la t io n s  a r e  f a i r l y  w ell o b s e r v e d  tu n o n g  a ll  A la s k a n  
n a t iv e s  a t  p r e s e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  th e  c h a s t i t y  o f  t h e i r  w o m e n  is to o  l i g h t l y  
r e g a r d e d .  P o l y g a m y ,  a n d  p e rh a p . ;  p o ly a n d r y ,  f o r m e r l y  e x is te d  
a m o n g  th e m  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t ,  b u t  a p lu r a l i t y  o f  w ives  is 
se ld o m  f o u n d  n o w  a n d  p lu r a l  h u s b a n d s  a r e  u n k n o w n .

W iv e s  a r e  b o u g h t  a n d  p a id  fo r ,  o r  a t  l e a - t  it r e q u i r e s  a  g e n e r o u s  
o f f e r  o f  p r e s e n t s  to  g a in  th e  p a r e n t . - ' c o n s e n t ,  and  in  so m e  in s ta n c e s  
w iv e s  a r e  -o ld  o u t r i g h t  t o  w h i te  m e n  a n d  M o n g o l ia n s .  T h e  w ife  in  
a n  A la s k a n  f a m i l y  is m u c h  m o r e  r e s p e c te d  th a n  in a n  A m e r i c a s  In d ia n  
fa m i ly .  W h i l e  h e r  lo t  is v e r y  f a r  f r o m  a n  easy  o n e ,  th e  h u s b a n d  
c o n t r i b u t e s  a  f a i r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  m a n u a l  la b o r ,  a n d  sh e  s e e m s  to  he t h e  
bu-inc. '-s m a n a g e r  o f  th e  h o u s e h o ld .  S h e  c a r r i e s  th e  p u r s e ,  a n d  n o  
t r a d e  o r  sa le  o f  f u r s  o r  fish c an  be m a d e  u n t i l  sh e  i '  sa t isf ied  w ith  t h e  
p r i c e  o t ie  red .

C h i l d r e n  a r c  n o t  n u m e r o u s ,  b u t  a p p e a r  to  be k in d ly  t r e a t e d .  P a r e n t s  
a r e  a f f e c t io n a te  a n d  i n d u l g e n t  to  a  f a u l t ,  c o rp o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  b e in g  
a lm o s t  u n k n o w n  a m o n g  th e m .  T h e y  a r e .  y o u n g  a n d  o ld .  p la y f u l  a n d  

f u n - l o v i n g  p e o p le .
D iv o rc e  a r e  s a id  t o  be  f r e q u e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a m o n g  th e  n e w ly  

m a r r i e d .  If  a  w i f e  d o e s  no t  plett>e th e  h u s lm n d .  he  can  send  h e r  
aw rtv . b u t  if  b e  d o e s  s o  w i th o u t  g o o d  c a u se  lie m u s t  d iv id e  h is  p r o p e r t y  
w i th  h e r .  W h e n  th e  h u s b a n d  d ie d  h is  p r o p e r t y  f o r m e r l y  p a ssed  t o



h is  o ld e s t  s i s t e r ’s o ld e s t  so n  and  n o t  to  h i s  o w n  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n ;  
b u t  t h i s  r u l e  is n ow  b e in g  c h a n g e d ,  a n d  w il ls  a r e  b e i n g  e x e c u te d  
a m o n g  th e m .  T h e  n e p h e w  to o k  hiu u n c le 's  h o u s e ,  a n d  w a s  o b l ig e d  
e i t h e r  to  m a r r y  h is  w id o w  o r  b u y  h is  f r e e d o m ,  b u t  t h e  d e a d  m a n ’s 
c h i l d r e n  t o o k  n o th in g .  T h e y  m u s t  lo ok  f o r  the« r  i n h e r i t a n c e  to  t h e i r  
m o t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r .  T h e y  a r e  th e i r  m o t h e r ’s b u t  n o t  t h e i r  f a t h e r ’s 
c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  a t  m a t u r i t y  t h e y  m a k e  t h e i r  h o m e s  w i th  h i s  m o t h e r ’s  c la n .

S lavery f o r m e r l y  e x is te d  to  a  c o n s id e ra b le  e x t e n t  a n d  m a y  p e r h a p s  
e x i s t  to - d a y  in  iso la ted  cases .  I t  is sa id  n o t  to  b e  u n c o m m o n  f o r  
o r p h a n  c h i l d r e n  to  b e  h e ld  in  b o n d a g e  a m o n g  s o m e  o f  th e  A le u t s .  
T h e  i r e a t m e n t  o f  s lav es  is  s a id  to  h a v e  f o r m e r l y  b e e n  v e r y  c r u e l ,  a n d  
s o m e t im e s  b a r b a r o u s  in t h e  e x t r e m e .  F r e q u e n t l y  a  s l a v e h o ld e r ,  d e s i r ­
i n g  to  d i s p la y  h is  w e a lth ,  w o u ld  m a n u m i t  a s lav e ,  b u t  h e  w a s  m o r e  a p t  
to  m u r d e r  b 'm ,  and  i t  w as no  u n c o m m o n  t h i n g  f o r  t h e m  t o  be s l a u g h ­
te r e d  on  f e s t i v e  occas ions  o r  k i l led  a t  t h e  d e a th  o f  t h e  m a s t e r ,  s o  t h a t  
t h e i r  s p i r i t s  m i g h t  a c c o m p a n y  a n d  s e r v e  h is  d e p a r t e d  s p i r i t  b e y o n d  th e  
g r a v e .  T h e  in s t i tu t io n  w as  c o n s id e re d  a t  s o m e  l e n g t h  a n d  o v e r t h r o w n  
b y  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  J u d g e  D a w s o n ,  w h o  l i b e r a t e d  o n e  o f  t h e m —  
S a h  Q u n h — o n  h ab ea s  c o r p u s  in 18S6. J u d g e  D a w s o n ’s d e c is io n  m a y  
b e  f o u n d  in v o lu m e  31, F e d e r a l  D e c is io n s ,  p a g e  327.

T ne  dead a r e  t r e a t e d  w i th  b u t  l i t t l e  r e s p e c t  a m o n g  so m e  o f  th e  
E s k im o s ,  a s  m a n y  b o d ie s  a r e  s im p ly  c a r r i e d  a w a y  a n d  l e f t  e x p o s e d  
u p o n  th e  n a k e d  tu n d r a ,  to  b e  d e v o u r e d  b y  d o g s  a n d  w i ld  a n im a l s ;  b u t  
e l s e w h e r e  t h e y  a i e  t r e a t e d  w ith  m o r e  d e c e n c y ,  a n d  n o t  o n ly  r e c e iv e  
p r o p e r  i n t e r m e n t ,  b u t  fo o d  an d  s o m e t i m e s  w e a p o n s  a n d  im p le m e n ts  
a r e  l e f t  e x p o s e d  a t  th e  g r a v e  fo r  use  b y  t h e  .spirit o f  th e  d e p a r t e d .  I n  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  A la s k a  v e ry  m u c h  r e s p e c t  is  p a id  to  d e p a r t e d  r e la t iv e s .  
T h e y  a r e  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a l lo w e d  to  d ie  in  a d w e l l i n g  b o u s e ,  f o r  f e a r  
t h e i r  s p i r i t s  will r e t u r n  to  i t  a f t e r  d e a th ,  a n d  in  c a se s  w h e r e  d e a th  
does  o c c u r  in  th e  h o m e  a  h o le  is m a d e  in t h e  s ide  o f  th e  h o u s e ,  t h r o u g h  
w h ic h  th e  b o d y  is  ta k e n  o u t ,  and  th e  ho le  c losed  u p  t o  k e e p  o u t  t h e  
r e t u r n i n g  s p i r i t .  C r e m a t io n  f o r m e r l y  e x is te d  a n d  b u r i i t i s  in  b o x e s  
a b o v e g r o u n d  w e re  c o m m o n ,  b u t  th i s  h a s  n e a r l y  a l l  b e e n  c h a n g e d  n o w ,  
a c d  n e a t ly  f en ced  a n d  h o u s e d  g r a v e s ,  w i th  to t e m ic  g u a r d i a n s ,  a r e  
a lw a y s  f o u n d  o n  so m e  s i g h t l y  e le v a t io n  f r o n t i n g  t h e  w a t e r  n e a r  encb  
v i l lage .

P rev a lence  of disease-.— A s  a p p l y i n g  to  all  A la s k a n  n a t i v e s ,  i t  m a y  
b e  s a id  t h a t  th e  d e a th  ra te  is a l a r m i n g  a n d  f a r  e x c e e d s  t h a t  o f  t h e  
w h i te s  in t h e  sa m e  lo ca l i ty .  P u lm o n a r y  a n d  s c r o f u l o u s  t r o u b l e s  a n d  
s y p h i l i t i c  p o is o n  seem  to  be th e  p r e v a i l i n g  c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n .  
W h e n  an  e p id e m ic  o f  sumlipo.x o r  o t h e r  c o n ta g i o u s  d i s e a s e  a p p e a r s  
a m o n g  t h e m  th e  d e a th  l a t e  is g r e a t l y  in c r e a s e d .  A n  e p id e m ic  o f  
m ea s le s  la t e ly  d e p o p u la t e d  w ho le  v i l la g e s .  In m a n y  s e t t l e m e n t s  t h e y  
a r e  e n t i r e l y  w i t h o u t  m e d ic in e  o r  m e d ica l  a id .  T h e r e  is o n ly  o n e  p h y ­
s ic ian  w i t h i n  a r a d iu s  o f  150  o r  200 m i le s  o f  th e  is la n d  o f  K a d ia k .
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T h e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  d is e a se  a m o n g  th e m  is d u e  in  a  l a r g e  m e a s u r e  to  
t b e i r  h a b i t s  a n d  m o d e s  o f  l i fe  an d  to  th e  fo o d  u p o n  w h ich  t h e y  n o w  
feed  th e m se lv e s .  T h e y  w e re  o r i g in a l ly  a f i sh -e a t in g  p e o p le ,  w i th  l u t  
l i t t l e  v e g e ta b le  d i e t  T h e  E s k im o s  s u b s i s t e d  l a r g e ly  on  oils  a n d  fa ta  
f r o m  th e  se a l ,  w a l ru s ,  a n d  th e  w h a le ,  a n d ,  h a b i t u a t e d  f o r  m a n y  g e n e r ­
a t i o n s  to  t h i s  d ie t ,  th e  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  c an  no t  b e  s a t i s ­
fied w i th  t h e  s t a r c h e s  a n d  sw e e ts  w h ic h  t h e i r  w h i te  n e i g h b o r s  h a v e  
re c e n t ly  b r o u g h t  th e m  a n d  f o r  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  f o r m e d  an a p p e t i t e .  
T h e  c h a n g e  f r o m  t h e i r  s k in  a n d  f u r - l i n e d  c lo th e s  to  t h e  w o o len  a n d  
c o t t o n  o f  c iv i l i z e d  l i fe  le av e s  th e m  s u b j e c t  to  c o ld s  w h ich  soon d e v e lo p  
in to  c o n s u m p t io n ,  an d  th e s e  in f luen ces  a r e  t r u e  to  a  g r e a t e r  o r  less  
e x t e n t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  A la s k a n  n a t iv e s .

T h e  u n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e i r  h o m e s ,  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m an y  o f  t h e m  
c r o w d  in to  a n d  s l e e p  in  t h e  sa m e  ro o m ,  s ick  a n d  well t o g e t h e r ,  t h e i r  
' r a r r u d e n c e  a n d - l a c k  o f  k n o w le d g e ,  a n d  th e  lack  o f  b o th  m e d ic in e  a n d  
m e d ic a l  a d v ic e ,  m a k e  t h e m  a n  e a sy  p r e y  to  e v e r y  c o m i n g  c o n ta g io n ,  
a n d  th e  id e a  is  v e r y  g e n e r a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  th a t  t h e i r  d a y s  w ill  be s p e e d i ly  
n u m b e r e d  u n le s s  so m e  c h a n g e  co m e s  a n d  co m e s  soon.

E d u ca t io n a l  scheme* for the  n a t iv e s .— M u c h  h a s  b e e n  d o ne ,  aud  is  
b e in g  d o n e ,  f o r  t h e i r  b e t t e r m e n t  b y  th e  m is s io n a r ie s  o f  A la s k a ;  b u t  
th e y ,  in t h e  m a in ,  a r e  n o t  e q u ip p e d  f o r  th e  w o r k ,  a '  1 th e r e  i s  a  la ck  
o f  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  a m o n g  th e m .  T h e  p r i n c ip a l  e f fo r t  h e r e t o f o r e  
e x p e n d e d  in  t h e i r  b e h a l f  has  been  to  C h r i s t i a n iz e  th e m  an d  to  e d u c a t e  
t h e m  a f t e r  th e  f a sh io n  o f  o u r  o w n  p u b l i c  sch o o ls .  I t  is  well e u o u g h  
to  te ac h  t h e m  th e  w h i t e  m a n ’s  a l p h a b e t  a n d  te ac h  th e m  to  u s e  t h e  
w h i te  m a n ’s  p e n ,  b u t  i t  w o t i l ’ be  m u c h  b e t t e r  to  teach  th e m  t h e  w h i te  
m a n ’s m a n n e r  o f  u s in g  th e  h o e  a n d  o th e r  im p le m e n ts  o f  p r o d u c t iv e  
i n d u s t r y .  I f  t h e r e  h a s  b een  a  m i s d i r e c te d  e f f o r t  in th e  b e h a l f  o f  a n y  
a b o r i g in a l  p e o p le  i t  is th e  e f fo r t  w h ic h  s e e k s  to  a t  on ce  raise  t h e m  to  
th e  s a m e  in t e l l e c tu a l  p la n e  u p o n  w h ic h  th e  w h i te  m a n  s t a n d s  to -d a y  
a f t e r  c e n tu r i e s  o f  m e n t a l  c u l t u r e  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h e s e  n a t iv e s  
s h o u ld  f i r s t  he t a u g h t  how  to  p r o c u r e  b re a d  a n d  m e a t ,  how  to  u se  
h y g ie n i c  m e a s u r e s ,  h o w  to  live in  t h e i r  h o m es ,  a n d  w h e n  th is  is  d o n e  
i t  will  b e  a m p l e  t im e  to  u n d e r t a k e  to  d e v e lo p  t h e m  a lo n g  th e  line  o f  
t h e  w h i te  m a n ’s  in t e l l e c tu a l i t y .  I n  t e a c h in g  a  n a t iv e  it  is bad  p o l icy  
to  f o r g e t  t h a t  h e  is t h e  w h i te  m a n 's  i n f e r io r ;  t h a t  he  m u s t  o f  n e c e s s i ty  
he so , a u d  th e  s o o n e r  w e  r e c o g n iz e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  is an  In d i a n ,  a  d 
s h o u l d  be  t a u g h t  as  an  I n d i a n ,  t h e  b e t t e r  i t  will  b e  fo r  h im .

T h e r e  m a y  be  iso la te d  cases  in  w h ich  o u r  s ch o o ls  w ill  d e v e lo p  a  m a n  
o f  a b i l i t y  a m o n g  th e m ,  a s  h a s  b e en  th e  case  o f  R ev .  E d w a r d  M a r s d e n ,  
b u t  i t  is id le  to  t h i n k  t h a t  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  m e t h o d s  w h ich  tit to e  w h i te  
m a n ’s ch i ld  f o r  th e  field o f  u s e f u ln e s s  w h ic h  w ill  o p e n  f o r  h im  a t  m a n ­
h o o d  can  be a p p l i e d  to  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  th e s e  f ish -ea t in g  p e o p le ,  w ho  
a r e  y e t  in  th e  c lan  s t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t .  I t  is id le  to  t h i n k  t h a t  o u r  
s ch o o ls  can  b r i n g  th e  c h i ld  o f  t h e  fo u l - sm e l l in g ,  w i tc h - in f e s te d  abo-
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r i y iu a l  b u t  to  a s t a tu s  w h e re  h e  c an  c o m p e t e  w i th  th e  w - . i tc  m e n .  
S u c h  a n  e f fo r t  m a y  re s u l t  in e d u c a t i n g  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e i r  
p r e s e n t  s t a t io n ,  b u t  i t  a m  n e v e r  c d u c n te  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  in to  th e  w h i t e  
m a n 's  s t a t u s  n n d  m u s t  r e s u l t  in  le a v in g  t h e m  b e tw e e n  th e  t w o ,  w i t h o u t  
a  p lace  o f  t h e i r  o w n ,  s t a n d in g  a lo n e .

T a k e  an  A le u t i a n  g i r l  f ro m  th e  fo u l - s m e l l i n g  b a r u b n r a  w h e re  s h e  
wits b o r n ,  f r o m  the  coarse  fo o d  u|»ou w h ic h  s h e  h a s  b ee n  fed .  f r o m  
th e  r o u g h ,  v e rm in - in f e s te d  c lo th e s  sh e  h a s  w o r n ,  a n d  th e  v u l g u r  s o c i e ty  
in w h ic h  sh e  h a s  g r o w n ,  a n d  t r a n s p l a n t  h e r  i n t o  t h e  r e f in in g  a t m o s ­
p h e r e  o f  a  b o a rd in g  school a n d  k e e p  h e r  t h e r e  u n t i l  sh e  f a l l s  in lov e  
w ith  a n e w  life ,  and  th e n  s e n d  h e r  b a c k  to  th e  b a r a b a r n ,  a n d  w lm t w ill  
h e  th e  r e s u l t !  I s  it  poss ib le  f o r  h e r  to  f o r g e t  th e  E d e n  sh e  h a s  j u s t  l e f t  
a n d  s e t t l e  d o w n  am id  e n v i r o n m e n t s  o f  - q u a l e r  a n d  w a n t  a s  th e  w if e  o f  
a  c o m m o n  n a t iv e ?  I t  m n v  be s o  in  s o m e  r a r e  in s t a n c e s ,  b u t  th e  
c h a n c e s  a r c  t h a t  sh e  will io a th e  h e r  h o m e ,  s p u r n  .h e r  p e o p le ,  a n d  
b e c o m e  th e  c o n c u b in e  o f  the  f i r s t  r e n e g a d e  w h i te  m a n  w h o  c r o s s e s  h e r  

p a th .
T h e  A la s k a n  n a t iv e  does  n o t  need  h i g h e r  e d u c a t io n  n o w ,  a n d  h e  

s h o u ld  n e v e r  be  s e n t  f ro m  a m o n g  h is  p e o p le  to  o b t a i n  i t ,  e x c e p t  in 
r a r e  in s ta n c e s  w h e re  r e m a r k a b l e  a b i l i t y  h a s  b een  d is c lo sed  in the  locnl 
schoo l .  S u c h  is the  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  .Mr. W i l l i a m  D u n c a n ,  w h o .  a f t e r  
n e a r lv  a  h a l f  c e n t u r y ’s c o n s e c r a te d  e f fo r t  a m o n g  th e m ,  te s t i f ie s  a s  

fo l lo w s :

I desire  to say that I entirely  disagree w ith th e  plan o ita k in g  th e  yo u th s of Alaska 
to  the In d ian  reservation schools o r to Carlisle. T hese schools, though  th ey  m ay 
lie appropria te  for the  Indians of th e  in terio r, for w hom  they were designed, w here 
th e  yo u th s have bu t few avenues of usefulness open to them  in w hich to  develop  a 
true  m anhood, a re  not suitable for Alaska. H ere  in th is  country  of vast resources 
there a rc  openings for obtaining em ploym ent on every  hand, nnd  all th e  school edu­
cation o u r natives need to  fit them  for post? of usefulness is here  a t h an d . To m e it 
seems a  great m islnke for young, stalw art m en, from -0  to  ‘.’5 years of age, and young 
women of m arriageable age to tie taken  from Alaska to  these d istan t schools. T hey 
go or a re  induces! to go ostensibly for h ig h er education , bu t in reality  tnnnv go to be 
fed, clo thed, and have a good tim en l th e  G overnm ent’s expense. W hen they  re tu rn  
hom e we find that they  have developed a fata! g lam o u r of conceit, bu t are n o t one 
w hit b e tte r fitted fur facing th e  tem ptations of life o r uiore w illing  to be  harnessed 
to hard work.

In  s a y i n g  th i s  M r .  D u n c a n  h a d  th e  T s i m s h c a n s  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in 
m in d ,  b u t  w lm t he ha.- sa id  a p p l i e s  in  m a n y  r e s p e c t -  w i th  g r e a t e r  f o r c e  
t o  o t h e r  A la s k a n  n a t ives ,  a n d  i t  c an  n o t  b e  ' a i d  t h a t  h is  v ie w s  g r o w  
o u t  o f  h is  p r e ju d ic e  f o r  the  s y s t e m  he  h a s  b u i l t  u p .  b e c a u se  b is  o p in io n s  
a r e  h e ld  b y  o t h e r  m is s io n a r ie s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b y  J u d g e  D ro w n ,  o f  th e  
U n i te d  S t a t e s  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  w h o  x ty s :

Schools, in my opinion, should I*1 established by tic* < iovcrn ineat nnd m ain tained  J 
un d er p roper surveillance a t ’lie native  villages, win :e  the ch ild ren  m ay board  in ! 
th e ir  ow n hom es and live with th e ir  p aren ts w hile  n o , .tiring som e useful knowledge. 
And I would recom m end that in these schools th e y  lie educated  iu useful arts,



mechanics, etc. * * * T liev a re  no t a govern ing  n u n  am i never uu i he; th e ir 
education should, in m y op in ion , therefore, lie on tlie  lines liefore indicated—instruc­
tion in the sim pler arts and industries whereby they  may lie enabled to earn a  liv­
ing. • • * Perhaps I should  sta te  th a t  board ing  schools w here these ch ild ren  
are taken away from th e ir  p a ren ts  and hom es often resu lt in great injury. T hey 
acquire habits of living aud a  desire  for food such us they do not get in th e ir own 
home-, nnd hav ing  onee acquired  a taste  for these they  ran  n o t live w ithuut them , 
and th e  voting women w hen released from these schools lieenme a frequent p rey  of 
the w hite  m en—so frequent as to ren d er th e ir  condition in th is country most 
miserable.

Poli t ica l  o r  leg a l  s ta tu * .— A l t h o u g h  o u t  t r e a t y  w i t h  R u ss ia  d e c la re d  
t h a t  ’‘ th e  u n c iv i l i z e d  t r i b e s "  o f  A la s k a  s h o u ld  ho s u b j e c t  to  su ch  law s  
and  r e g u la t io n s  as  C o n g r e s s  s h o u ld  p r o s c r ib e ,  th e  po l i t ica l  o r  lega l  
s t a tu s  o f  th e s e  p e o p le  h a s  n e v e r  b e en  defined  b y  t h a t  b od y .

E v e n  b e fo r e  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a c iv i l  g o v e r n m e n t  b y  the  n e t  o f  
1SS4, A la s k a  w as  h e ld  n o t  to  be  an  “  I n d i a n  c o u n t r y , ”  a n d  it  h a s  been  
r e p e a t e d ly  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  a n  A la s k a n  n a t iv e  is n e i t h e r  a  c i t iz e n  o f  
th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  n o r  an  • ' I n d i a n ”  in  th e  s e n s e  in  w h ic h  th a t  t e r m  is 
c o m m o n ly  u s e d  b v  C o n g r e s s .  I t  h a s  b e en  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  in a s m u c h  
as  till m e m b e r s  o f  th e  G n v c o - R o m a n  C h u r c h  a r c  c o n s id e r e d  c i t iz e n s  o f  
R u ss ia ,  su ch  o f  th e  n a t i v e s  as  w e re  c o m m u n ic a n t s  o f  t h a t  c h u r c h  a t  
th e  d a t e  o f  c e ss io n  h a d  c eased  to  be  o f  th e  *• u n c iv i l i z e d  t r i b e s ”  a n d  
hav e  be co m e  c i t iz e n s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  u n d e r  th e  t e r m s ' o f  th e  
t r e a ty .

I t  is u n n e c e s s a r y  to  h e r e  e n t e r  i n t o  a d e ta i l e d  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e s e  
q u e s t io n s ,  o r  to  d o  m o r e  t h a n  to  call  a t t e n t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  to  in s ta n c e s  
in w h ic h  th e s e  a n d  k i n d r e d  q u e s t io n s  h a v e  b een  c o n s i d e r e d :  16 O p i n ­
ions  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l ,  141 ; IS  id . ,  55 7 ;  0 S a w y e r ' s  R e p o r t s ,  l l S n n d  
311; 4 id . ,  121; 3 id . ,  155; *’ id . ,  4 06 ;  12 id . ,  467 ; 1US M ass. R e p o r t s ,  
133: 12!* id . ,  461*; 6 F e t .  R e p o r t s ,  515 ; 6 C r u n c h  R e p o r t s ,  S7; 112  
U . s .  R e p o r t s ,  1*4; 12 L a n d  D e c is io n s ,  5t>3; 11* id . ,  323 : a n d  G o v e r n o r  
K n a p p 's  R e p o r t ,  181*9.

T h e  o n ly  l e g i s l a t io n  e n a c t e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  w h ich  in  a n y  w a y  spec if ic ­
a l ly  a f fec ts  th e s e  p e o p le  a r e  th e  s t a tu t e s  w jiich  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  p o s s e s ­
so r y  r i g h t s  a n d  for* 'id  t in t sa le  to  th e m  o f  in t o x i c a n t s  a n d  f i re a rm s .

No In d ian  re s e rv a t io n s  h a v e  b een  c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e  A la sk a n  n a t i v e s  
e x c e p t  th e  sm a l l  i s la n d  o f  A n n e t t e ,  w h ic h  w a s ,  by  a c t  o f  C o n g re s s ,  s e t  
a p a r t  f o r  th e  e x c lu s iv e  use  o f  th e  M e t la k n b t la n  T s im s h e a n s ,  a n d  s u c h  
o th e r s  as  m i g h t  jo in  t h e m .  N o  I n d i a n  a g e n t s  h a v e  been  p r o v i d e d  to  
look a f t e r  th e m ,  no  e f f o r t  h as  b ee n  m a d e  b y  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  to  c o n ­
tro l  t h e i r  a c t i o n ' ,  d i r e c t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  c o n d i t io n s ,  o r  
p r o v id e  f o r  t h e i r  w a n t ' ,  a s ide  f r o m  sm a l l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  s c h o o ls ,  
and  occ as io n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t h r o u g h  m i l i t a r y  p o s t s  w h e n  t h e y  w e re  in  d i r e  
need .  W h e n  th e  R t i s s i a n -A m o r ic a n  T r a d i n g  C o m p a n y  ru le d  A lt i sk a ,  
h o sp i ta l s  a n d  m e d ic a l  a i d  w e re  p r o v i d e d  a n d  s o m e  e ffo r t  was m a d e  to  
b e t t e r  the  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e s e  p e o p le ,  b u t  d u r i n g  th e  t h i r t y - s i x  y e a r s



t h e y  h a v e  been  w a r d s  o f  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  c o m p a r a t i v e ly  n o t h i n g  has  
b e e n  d o n e  f o r  t h e i r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o r  b e t t e r m e n t  e x c e p t  b y  th e  C h r i s ­
t ia n  m i s s io n a r i e s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  th e  c h u rc h e s  o f  th i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  R u s s ia .  
T h e  G r e e k  C a th o l i c  C h u r c h ,  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  R u s s i a n  G o v e r n m e u t ,  
m a i n t a i n s  p e r h a p s  m o r e  m iss io n  s t a t i o n s  t h e r e  th a n  d o es  a n y  o t h e r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  n n d  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  has no t a p p r o p r i a t  ^d as  m u c h  m o n e y  
f o r  t h e i r  a d v m c p m c n t  as  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e s e  m iss io u s  h a s  c o s t  th e  
R u s s ia n s .

I t  is  t r u e  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  has  fo r b id d e n  w h i te  m e n  f r o m  t a k i n g  t h e i r  
h o m e s  f r o m  th e m  b y  fo rc e ,  b u t  t h i s  is a b o u t  all  i t  h a s  d on e .

T h e  A m e r i c a n  In d ia n ,  w h o  t u r n s  w i th  m u c h  r e lu c ta n c e  f r o m  a 
c e n t u r y  o f  h o s t i l i ty  to  o u r  p e o p le ,  h a s  had  m o n e y ,  fo o d ,  a n d  r a i m e n t  
v o te d  t o  h im ,  a g e n c ie s  a n d  s c h o o ls  h av e  b e e n  m a in ta in e d  f o r  h is  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n ,  w h i te  m e n  h av e  b een  f o r b id d e n  o n  h is  
r e s e r v a t i o n ,  s t o r e s  h a v e  b ee n  a u th o r i z e d  w h e re  h e  c o u ld  t r a d e  w i t h o u t  
b e in g  r o b b e d ,  a n d ,  f in a l ly ,  he  h a s  b een  c lo th e d  w i th  th e  d i g n i ty  o f  
A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s h ip  a n d  g r a n t e d  th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  o w n in g  la n d s ,  w h i le  
th e  A la s k a n  n a t iv e s ,  v a s t ly  th e  I n d i a n ’s  s u p e r i o r  in  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  
c u n n i n g — th e s e  n a t iv e s  w h o  hi.vo " m a n y  o f  th e  n o b le s t  q u a l i t i e s  w h ic h  
c h a r a c t e r i z e  th e  b e t t e r  p e o p le  o f  o u r  r a c e , ”  th i s  s i m p le - m in d e d  p e o p le  
w h o  “ a r e  n o t  n e a r ly  so  inc l in ed  t o  v io la te  th e  la w  as w h i te  m e n  a r e ” — 
h a v e  had  c o m p a r a t i v e ly  n o  h e lp  a n d  no e n c o u ra g e m e i  i,  b u t  h n v e  b een  
l e f t  to  t h e  m e r c ie s  o f  g r e e d y  t r a d e r s  a n d  the  c o n t a m i n a t i n g  in f luen ce  
o f  t h e  w o r s t  e l e m e n t  o f  o u r  o w n  p e o p le ,  w ho  h a v e  g o n e  a m o n g  th e m  
f o r  i l l i c i t  p u r p o s e s .  T h e y  h a v e  non e  o f  th e  r i g h t s  o f  c i t i z e n s h ip  
e x c e p t  t h e  n a k e d  r i g h t  to  l ive  in  h o m e s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  b u i l d in g ,  to  
w h ic h  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  s t i l l  h o ld s  t i t le .  T h e y  c a n  n o t  b eco m e  c i t iz e n s ,  
c an  u o t  h o m e s te a d  lan d s ,  o r  e v e n  l a w f u l ly  a c t  u s  p i lo ts  on  th e  s m a l le s t  
s t e a m e r ,  y e t  J u d g e  W i c k e r s h a m ,  w h o  k n o w s  t h e m  w ell ,  s a v s  th e y  
“ h a v e  a  d e c id e d  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  to  r e s p e c t  aud  o b e y  o u r  l a w s .”

THE CONDITIONS AND NEEDS OK THE ALASKAN NATIVES.

T h e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  E s k i m o  call lo u d ly  f o r  h e lp .  l i e  o c c u p ie s  u 
c o ld  a n d  in h o s p i t a b le  c l im a te ,  w i th  n o  t i m b e r  to  f u r n i s h  e i t h e r  e m p l o y ­
m e n t  o r  fu e l ,  a n d ,  w i th  v e r y  fe w  e x c e p t io n s ,  t h e r e  a r e  no  w h i t e  s e t t l e ­
m e n t s  a t  w h ic h  h e  can  find e i t h e r  a s s is tan c e  o r  e m p l o y m e n t .  T h e  
c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  E s k im o  a n d  i t s  c a u se  is te r s e ly  a n d  f o r c ib ly  t o l d  b y  
G o v e r n o r  B r a d y ,  as  fo l lo w s:

W e have invaded his country  and killed and driven off th e  w hales, walruses, seals, 
aud caribou, and  in places have m ade fish scarce. W e have  gone along th e  shores 
of Be-:ng Sea an d  have burned  up th e  trees and driftw ood on th e  beach, set fire 
to the  tu n d ra , have driven  off th e  birds, and in our mad rush  for gold have burrow ed 
under bus rude baraharn  and allowed it to tum ble, even w hen th e  inm ates w ere sick 
nnd dying.

T his has all been so sudden  th a t be  lias been fairly stunned . T he re indeer skin, 
for w hich lie barte red  w ith  his neighbor and ou t of w hich he m ade his w in ter
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clothes, in now alm ost beyond his reach, for they  have gono up several hundred per 
cent in price .'(id are gathered hv trad ing  schooners. We should be very solicitous 
for these fine |* v p le  and not lot them  go to destruction w ithout an effort to  protect 
and save them .

T h e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  A th a b a s c a n s  a r c  in son ic  lo ca l i t ie s  as  bad, o r  
w o rse ,  i f  p o s s ib le ,  th a n  th o s e  o f  t h e  E s k im o ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th o s e  
p a r t s  o f  th e  i n t e r i o r  w h ich  a r e  d i s t a n t  f r o m  th e  Y u k o n  R i v e r  a n d  th e  
scaco ns t .  T h e r e  is  l i t t le  o r  n o  e m p l o y m e n t  fo r  th e m  to  o b t a i n  f r o m  
th e  w h i te s .  F o r m e r l y  th o s e  a l o n g  t h e  Y u k o n  e a r n e d  s o m e t h i n g  b y  
c u t t i n g  c o rd  w ood fo r  b o a ts  p l y i n g  o n  th e  r i v e r ,  b u t  t h e s e  b o a ts  a r e  
now  u s i n g  oil a n d  coal a s  fu e l  to  a  g r e a t  e x te n t .  J u d g e  W ic k c r s b a m  
h as  p e r h a p s  a  m o r e  in t im a te  a c q u a i n ta n c e  w ith  th e se  p e o p le  t h a n  w ith  
a n y  o t h e r  o f  th e  A la s k a n  n a t iv e s ,  s in ce  h is  h o m e  h a s  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
bccu  a m o n g  th e m .  H e  s a y s :

T he A thabascan trilics along the  Y ukon R iver arc a  gentle  race of hunterB. and 
seldom  com m it crim e except when under th e  influence of liquor. T hey  are no t 
nearly  so inclined to  violate th e  law as th e  w hite man, and  if th a t were th e  one 
s tandard  of citizenship, would m ake b e tte r citizens than  the  eauie n u m b er of w hite 
m en. A9 you know, th ere  a rc  no reservations in th is  d istric t and no  public  fund to 
be expended  in liehalf of th e  natives. T>vo years ago whole villages died from an  
epidem ic, and I am  afraid th a t  m any of th e  Indians of th e  Y ukon River will d ie  
this y ear from starvation. T he wholesale slaughter of th e ir fish by foreign cannery 
men has destroyed th e ir  one source of food supply, except caribou and  moose. T he 
la tter th ey  m ay kill possibly for th e ir  own use, bu t win no t sell any  part. T hey 
have alw ays heretofore depended up*>u th e  sale of m eats and skins to supply  th em ­
selves w ith o th er nec'ssitiee, and it bears very heavily upon them  to have th is 
source of supply  cu t ot.‘.

In  s p e a k i n g  o f  th e  n a t i v e s  o f  t h e  C o p p e r  R iv e r  V a l ley .  M r .  It .  B lix .  
m a n a g e r  o f  th e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  M i n in g ,  T r a d i n g  an d  D e v e lo p in g  C o m ­
p a n y ,  s a y s :

T h eir m eans of support in th e  past was salm on and game, but since the  canneries 
have have I wen b u ilt a t t/ie in cu t’ af the  Copper River anil th e  prospector has 
frequented th e  C op|ier River Vnllev, both salmon and game are very uncertain . 
The condition  of these Indians during  th e  w in ter season is often most pitiab le, m any 
of th em  on th e  verge of starvation  and  some of them  actually starv ing. The. are  a 
people aux ious to learn th e  w hite m an ’s ways and crave the w h ite  m an ’s food. 
T hey are ap t to learn, and most of them  will woik when properly  nourished.

I t  is f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n d i t io n  d u r i n g  th e  p r e s e n t  w i n t e r  will he 
m u c h  w o r s e  th a n  h e r e t o f o r e ,  f o r ,  a s  has b een  s t a t e d ,  t h e  f a c t  th a t  th e  
b o a t s  o n  th e  Y u k o n  tire n o t  n o w  u s i n g  th e  sam e  a m o u n t  o f  w o o d  t h e y  
u s e d  f o r m e r l y  h a s  d e p r i v e d  t h e m  o f  la b o r  d u r i n g  th e  p a s t  .sum m er,  
a n d  a r e p o r t  f ro m  P o s t m a s t e r  M o u n t i f i e ld .  w ho  is  a l s o  m a n a g e r  f o r  
th e  N o r th  A m e r i c a n  T r n n » p o r tn t i o n  an ti  T r a d i n g  C o m p a n y  a t  F o r t  
Y u k o n ,  s t a te s  t h a t  the  f ish in g  in  th e  r i v e r  d u r i n g  th e  l a s t  s u m m e r  has  
b een  p ra c t i c a l ly  a  f a i lu re ,  “ a?, t h e r e  has  been  l i t t l e  o r  no n e  c a u g h t  
h e r e ,  in c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  w h ic h  th e  d o g s ,  t h e i r  o n ly  n a a n s  o f  t r a n s p o r ­
t a t i o n  in th e  lo n g  w in t e r ,  will p r o b a b l y  s ta rv e ." ’
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The A le i t s  lire in b u t  l i t t l e  i f  a n y  l e t t e r  c o n d i t io n  th a n  t h e i r  n o r t h ­
e r n  n e ig h b o r s .  T h e y  l e a r n e d  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  to  u se  th e  fo o d  o f  th e  
w h i te  m a n ,  t h e i r  s e - t io n  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  h a v in g  b e e n  la r g e ly  o c c u p i  d  
b y  th e  R u s s ia n s  a t  an  e a r l y  d a y .  T h e i r  m o n e y  s u p p l y  o r i g in a l ly  c a m e  
f r o m  h u n t i n g  th e  se.' o t t e r ,  w h ic h  o f  lu te  h a s  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  d i s a p ­
p e a re d .  J u d g e  W ic k e r s h a m  sa y s :

The A leutian Islam Is, ten, have miffercil g reatly  liv reason of the  laws restric ting  
the  hun ting  of seals ami o th e r far-bearing  anim als, and they are nearly a t th e  point 
of starvation for th a t reason. If  th e  G overninent would judiciously place re in d eer 
autong these people it would h e lp  them  in tim e and possibly save som e rem n an t of 
them  from destruction; b u t th ey  are unab le  to m eet the  pressure of the  Anglo-Saxon, 
a n d  especially his game and  tiah lawn, and are being rapidly  ex term inated  by such 
legislation.

T h e y  d o  n o t  find e m p l o y m e n t  f r o m  th e  w h i te  m a n  as  r e a d i ly  a s  d o  
th e  s o u t h e a s te r n  A la s k a  n a t iv e s .  * . 10r e  a r e  few  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  in  th i s  
sec t ion  to  g iv e  e m p l o y m e n t ,  f e w e r  m in e s ,  a n d  h u t  o n e  s a w m il l .  T h e  
t i m b e r  is s c a r c e r  a n d  o f  a  p o o r e r  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  a  la r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  
t e r r i t o r y  o c c u p ie d  h v  t h e m  i» t r e e le s s .  T h e  s a lm o n  t a n n e r i e s  f u r n i s h  
a b o u t  all  th e  w o rk  th e y  g e t  to  d o .  a n d  th e i r  lack o f  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e i r  
lack  o f  t r u s tw o r t h in e s s ,  a n d  t h e i r  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  to  d r u n k e n n e s s  m a k e  
t h e i r  s e r v ic e s  g e n e r a l ly  u n d e s i r a b l e  a b o u t  th e  c a n n e r i e s .  T h i s  is 
sh o w n  by  th e  fa c t  t h a t  a t  leas t  50 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  h a n d s  e m p l o y e d  in 
so m e  o f  th e  Pacif ic  P a c k i n g  a n d  N a v ig a t io n  C o m p a n y 's  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
A la sk a  c a n n e r ie s  las t  y e a r  w e r e  n a t iv e s ,  w h ile  s e v e ra l  o f  t h e  c a n ­
n e r ie s  a m o n g  th e  Aleut-* in  s o u t h w e s t e r n  A la s k a  d id  n o t  e m p l o y  a n y  
o f  th e m .

P e r h a p s  th e  m o s t  d e s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  A l e u t s  a r e  th o se  w h o  in h a b i t  A f o g -  
n a k  I s l a n d ,  a b o u t  S jo  in  n u m b e r ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o n d i t io n  a n d  th e  c a u s e  o f  
t h e i r  d e s t i t u t i o n  is to ld  b v  M r .  H o w a r d  M . K u tc h in ,  sp ec ia l  a g e n t  o f  
th e  T r e a s u r y  D e p a r t m e n t ,  in  h is  official r e p o r t ,  as fo l low s:

T he particu lar hardsh ip  to w hich those people have been subjected is explained 
by th e  fact th a t Afoguak Inland was som e years ago m ade a G overnm ent reservation 
and two sajuion canneries located there  had to  be  sus|>ended. At these ‘he natives 
found work and also a m arke t for th e  salm on they caught. T he reservation o rd er 
forlmde th em  taking salm on except (or dom estic use. By a liberal construction  of 
the law th ey  were perm itted  to sell th e ir  surplus tikala (or d ried  salm on) to th e  
trading com jmnies having sto res on th e  island. B ut for th e  fact th a t  th e ir  appliances 
for catching tish were of th e  m ost p rim itive  sort, they  could have gotten a long  fairly 
well under these conditions. It was to relieve them  in this regard th a ‘ a little  help 
was asked for them . T heir en tire  m eans of su lsisteuce  was w ha t they  earned in th is 
m anner and  a m ere trille in add ition  hy engaging in sea-otter lim iting, w h ich  w as 
practically a t an  end a t th e  tim e th e  E xecu tive  o rder w ent into effect.

L atterly  th e ir  rase has becom e even m ore hopeless by season of the  fact th a t th e  
stores have e e a '.tl  to buy tikala. The people have been educated to require m ore 
than  the hare lecessnries of life, and th ey  now find them selves reduced to d ried  fish.
It is true th a t  som e th e  m en procure w ork a t  th e  neighboring canneries and so 
earn a little  m oney to help  them selves, bu t th e ir  situation is a h a u l one and en titles 
them  to som ething more th an  em pty  com m iseration. It is to be rem em bered th a t



th e ir  contains several humlrcel souls ami was in existence a  very long tim e
before th e  island was m ade a reservation. They were jwrhajx? th e  ’nuet pnwpvroua 
anu h ap p y  native |>eople in  Alaska, as th e ir  surroundings were certain ly  th e  m ost 
p leasant and they  th e  m ost civilized and )ire|««.-esMing in life and usages.

I t  s h o u l d  be r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  th e s e  n a t iv e s  e a r l y  le a rn e d  s u c h  c iv i l i ­
z a t io n  a s  th e  R u s s ia n  t r a d e r s  t a u g h t  th e m ,  a n d  t h a t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  
th e  p r o f i t s  o f  th e  s c a - o t t c r  h u n t i n g  had  en a b le d  t h e m  to  live  c o m f o r t ­
a b ly  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e m  in b u y i n g  th e  w h i te  m a n ’s fo o d ,  a n d  n ow  
t h a t  t h e  <cn o t t e r  h a s  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  th e  w a t e r s  a n d  th a t  th e y  h a v e  
b e e n  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e  b c n c i i t o f  s e l l i n g  tisb c a u g h t  o n  t l . c i r  is land ,  th e y  
a r c  i n d e e d  in a p i t i a b l e  co n d i t io n  a n d  t h e i r  needs  will lo ud ly  f o r  re l ie f .

The Hidahs «ud Thlingets a r c  in a  la rg e  m e a s u r e  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  i m p r o v i d e n t  u se  o f  m o n e y  s o m e t im e s  le a v e s  in d iv id u a l  
f  m i l i c s  in w a n t  d u r i n g  c e r t a in  s ea so n s  o f  th e  y e a r .  T h e y  l ive  n e a r e r  
t h e  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t s  a n d  find e m p l o y m e n t  m u c h  m o r e  r e a d i ly  th a n  
th e  o t h e r  n a t iv es .  T h e y  l iv e  in a  m u c h  m i ld e r  c l im a te ,  a n d  a r e  s u r ­
r o u n d e d  b y  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  fue l  a n d  tish, a n d ,  u n m o le s t e d ,  will  sn e c c e d  
b y  t h e i r  o w n  effo r ts .

The Tsimsheans a r e  b y  f a r  ib e  m o o t  c iv i l ized  a n d  f r u g a l  o f  all the 
A la s k n n  n a t iv e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o n d i t io n  is clue to  c a u s e s  w h ich  a r e  n o t  
o n ly  w e ll  w o r th y  o f  r e c i ta l  h e r e ,  b u t  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  a f fo rd s  p e r h a p s  the 
Itcst i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  w h a t  can  lie a c c o m p l is h e d  b y  a n  i n t e l l ig e n t  e f f o r t  
w h ic h  loo ks  h o n e s t ly  to  th e  s im u l ta n e o u s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  th e  h e a d s ,  
th e  h a n d s ,  a n d  th e  h e a r t s  o f  a n  a b o r i g in a l  p e o p le .  F i f t y  y e a r s  a g o  
t h e y  in h a b i t e d  th e  c o a s t s  o f  B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia .  u l i o u t  th e  f i f ty - f o u r t h  
p a r a l l e l  n o r t h  l a t i t u d e ,  in  th e  c o u n t r y  t r i b u t a r y  to  t h e  S k c e n a  R i v e r  
in th e  v ic in i ty  o f  F o r t  S im p s o n ,  a n d  l ike o t h e r  A la s k a n s ,  a t  th a t  t i m e  
th e y  h a d  no w e ll-de f ined  re l ig io u s  id eas  a n d  n o  e s ta b l i s h e d  f o r m  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  e i t h e r  t r i b a l  o r  o th e r w is e .

T h e  s h a m a n  o r  m e d ic in e  m a n  w a s  th e  s t r o n g e s t  fo r c e  th e n  a m o n g  
th e m ,  a s  h e  h a s  s in c e  been  a m o n g  th e  o t h e r  A la s k a n s .  T o  h im  w as  
a t t r i b u t e d  s e c r e t  o r  s u p e r n a t u r a l  p o w e r s  w h ich  e n a b le d  h im  b v  in c a n ­
t a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  s o r c e r o u s  p r a c t i c e s  to  hea l  d i s e a se ,  fo r e te l l  e v e n t s ,  
w a r d  off  ev i l ,  o r  d e te c t  w i t c h c r a f t .  H e  h a s  a lw a y s  b een  w i th o u t  d o u b t  
t h e  m o - t  p o t e n t  f a c t o r  fo r  evil a m o n g  th e se  s im p le -m in d e d  p e o p le ,  
a n d  to  h i s  in f luence  m a y  be t r a c e d  m a n y  o f  th e i r  g r a v e r  fau l ts .

C ann ib a l ism .— T h e s e  s h a m a n  n o t  o n ly  in s p i r e d  th e  idea  o f  t h e i r  
s u p e r i o r i t y  b y  t h e i r  l e g e r d e m a i n  a n d  s o r c e r y ,  h u t  t h e y  t e r r o r i z e d  th e  
s im p le -m in d e d  by  i n h u m a n  a n d  u n n a tu r a l  ac ts .  Lc>s th a n  f i f ty  y e a r s  
a g o  i t  w a s  no u n c o m m o n  t h i n g  fo r  s q u i e t  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  T - im sh e n  io  
be  s t a r t l e d  by th e  d ia b o l ic a l  y e l l s  an d  f iend ish  h o w ls  o f  a  b an d  o  h u ­
m a n  w h o  w ould  s u d d e n l y  b re a k  in  u p o n  th e m ,  e n t i r e l y  m id  v . th  
t h e i r  l o n g  h a i r  s t r e a m i n g  in  th e  w in d ,  a n d  in th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  . ro r -  
s t r i c k e n  p e o p le  p r o c e e d  to  e a t  ih e  b o d y  o f  a  s lav e  w h o  h a d  b een  firs t 
m u r d e r e d  f o r  t h e i r  d e m o n ia c a l  fei s t .  T h e  s h a m a n ’s  f a i l u r e  to  c u re  th e



s i i k  w as  o f t e n  a t t r i b u t e d  to  w i t c h c r a f t  e x e rc i s e d  u p o n  th e  p a t i e n t  b y  
s o m e o t l i c r  m e m b e r  o f  th e  c o m m u n i t y ,  an d  i t  w as p a r t  o f  th e  s h a m a n ’s 
b u s in e s s  to  d i s c o v e r  t h e  w i tch  w h o se  life m u s t  p a y  th e  p e n a l t y .

Blood feu d » .- -T l ie  d o c t r in e  o f  ‘‘ a n  e y e  f o r  a n  e y e  a n d  a t o o t h  f o r  a 
t o o t h ” w a s  th e n  s e r io u s ly  in v o k e d  a n io n ; '  t h e m ,  a s  i t  h a s  s i n c e  b e e n ,  
a n d  to  s o m e  e x t e n t  i s  n ow , b y  th e  o th e r  n a t iv e s .  N o t  h a v i n g  a n  
o r g a n iz e d  • 'o v e r n m e n t  w ith  an  e x e c u t iv e  h ea d ,  th e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  
r i g h t '  a n d  th e  r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  w r o n g s  w e re  l e f t  t o  t h e  i n j u r e d  p e r s o n  
o r  h is  c la n .  A ll  u n w r i t t e n  la w  d e m a n d e d  a  li fe  fo r  a  l i fe ,  a n d  u n le s s  
th e  fa m i ly  o f  t h e  m u r d e r e d  n a t iv e  c o n s e n te d  to  a c c e p t  a p a y m e n t  o f  
b la n k e t s  o r  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  in l ieu  o f  th e  m u r d e r e r ’s  d e a t h ,  th e  m u r ­
d e r e r  o r  so m e  m e m b e r  o f  h is  e la n  w as  co m p e l le d  tc  f o r f e i t  h is  l i fe ,  b u t  
th e  l ife  f o r f e i t e d  m u s t  be t h a t  o f  a n a t iv e  eq u a l  in socia l  s t a n d i n g  to  
t h a t  o f  th e  m u r d e r e d  m a n ,  o th e r w i s e  th e  lives  o f  tw o  n a t i v e s  o f  a  lo w e r  
s t a n d in g  mu>t p a y  th e  p e n a l ty .  T h e  m u r d e r e r  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  s u r ­
r e n d e r e d  b in i s c l f  to  Ikj e x e c u t e d ,  b u t  i f  lie o r  so m e  m e m b e r  o f  h is  c la n  
fa i led  t o  d o  so. each  m e m b e r  o f  th e  m u r d e r e d  m a n ’s e lan  a t  o n c e  s e t  
a b o u t  to  a v e n g e  th e  m u r d e r  b y  k i l l i n g  so m e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  m u r d e n  r ’s 
e la n  a s  so o n  a s  c o n v e n ie n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  cam e . T h e  law  t h u s  in v o k e d  
e x t e n d e d  in  m i n o r  d e g r e e  to  le s se r  w r o n g s  th a n  m u r d e r ,  a n d  g a v e  
u n e a s in e s s  to  ev e r y  w h i te  m a n  in  a n y  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  th e  m e m b e r s  
o f  a n y  e la n  bad  cause, to  t h i n k  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e i r  n u m b e r  h a d  su f fe red  
a t  w h i te  h and s .

T h e  t r e a t m e n t  re c e iv e d  b y  th e  n a t iv e s  u f  A la s k a  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  
th e  t r a d e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i rs t  h a l f  o f  th e  l a s t  c e n t u r y  d id  n o t  m a k e  
the. . f r i e n d s  t o  th e  w h i te  m e n .  S e r io u s  e n g a g e m e n t s  h a d  o c c u r r e d  
b e tw e e n  th e  K t i " i : m - A m e r i c a n  T r a d i n g  C o m p a n y  a n d  th e  T h l i n g e t s .  
Bad  b loo d  laid l*een e n g e n d e r e d  a ll  a lo n g  th e  co as t ,  a n d  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  
a t  A r c h a n g e l  (S i tk a )  h a d  b e e n  s u r p r i s e d  a n d  n e a r ly  a l l  th e  w h i t e  p e o ­
p le  o f  th e  to w n  m a s s a c re d  a n d  t h e i r  hom es  b u r n t .

T h e s e  c o n d i t io n s  in d u c e d  th e  H u d s o n  Buy C o m p a n y  a n d  th e  R u s -  
s iu i i -A inerica i i  T r a d i n g  C o m p a n y  to s u r r o u n d  t h e i r  t r a d i n g  p o s t s  a t  
F o r t  S im p s o n  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  w i th  h ig h  s to c k a d e s  an d  p r o t e c t  th e m  by  
b lo c k h o u s e  for t> . a n d  so h o s t i l e  w e re  th e  n a t i v e s  th a t  b u t  few  o f  th e m  
w e re  a d m i t t e d  a t  one  t im e  in t o  th e  s to c k a d e ,  even  w h e n  t h e y  ea m c  
p e a c e a b ly  to  t r a d e  t h e i r  f u r -  f o r  food  a n d  o t h e r  su p p l ie s .

WILLIAM DLWTAX, A .SUCCESSFUL MISSION A !!V.
These were the conditions of the Tsimshcans of 1 .SA7. the most sav­

age, perhaps, of all the Alaskan aborigines, and it was to minister to 
tho'C people that William Duncan, the present missionary in charge at 
Metlaknhtln. came in that year as a lay member from the Church of 
England. When be arrived at Fort imnpson the authorities in charge 
believing that it would he unsafe for him to live among the Tsini- 
shenns, detained him ■within the stockade. The ' ingi ageof the Tsim-
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sh can *  w as  a t  t h a t  t i m e  u n k  vn to  th e  w h i t e s  a n d  n o n e  o f  t h e  n a t iv e s  
c o u ld  s p e a k  E n g l i s h ,  a l l  the  . i r t e r i n g  b e in g  c o n d u c te d  in th e  C h in o o k  
l a n g u a g e ,  a  m e r e  j a r g o n  i m p r o v i s e d  b y  t h e  H u d s o n  B a y  C o m p a n y  a s  
a  u n iv e r s a l  t r a d i n g  l a n g u a g e .  I t s  l im i te d  v o c a b u la r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a d e  
i t  c o m p a r a t i v e ly  u s e l e s s  to  t h e  y o u n g  m i s s i o n a r y ,  a n d  he  a t  o n c e  s e t  
o u t  a c q u i r i n g  a  n c v  to n g u e ,  w i th o u t  an  a lp h a b e t  a n d  a lm o s t  w i th o u t  
a  te a c h e r .  T h i s  he  a c c o m p l is h e d  w i th in  a  r « n tu r k a b ly  s h o r t  t i m e  b y  
th e  a id  o f  a  n a t iv e ,  w h o  w as a l lo w e d  to  c o m e  w i th in  t h e  s to c k a d e  f o r  
t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  a  f e w  m o n t h s  a f t e r  h is  a r r i v a l  M r .  D u n c a n  w a s  p e r ­
m i t t e d  to  g o  o u t s i d e  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r e a c h i n g  a n d  te a c h in g .  V e r y  
so o n  he h a d  g a in e d  s u c h  f a v o r  w i th  th e m  a s  to  w a r r a n t  h is  p e r m a n e n t  
r e s id e n c e  a m o n g  th e m ,  an d  he  h a s  s in c e  th e n  m a d e  t h e i r  h o m e  b is  
borne.

A l t h o u g h  h is  c o u r s e  m a y  se em  a s t r a n g e  c o m m e n t a r y  u p o n  th e  
e ffec ts  o f  o u r  c iv i l i z a t io n ,  M r .  D u n c a n  so o n  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  h is  p e o p le  
co u ld  be  m o s t  e a s i ly  c iv i l iz ed  a n d  re c l a im e d  f r o m  b a r b a r i s m  w h e n  s e g ­
r e g a t e d  to  t h e m s e lv e s  an d  s e p a r a t e d  as f a r  as  p o s s ib le  f r o m  c o n ta c t  
w i th  w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t s ;  a n d  a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  tb e  s t a t u s  o  h is  p e o p le  
w i th  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  n a t iv e s  in  A la s k a  to - d a y  a b u n d a n t l y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  
tb e  w is d o m  o f  h is  c o n c lu s io n ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  th  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  
n a t iv e s  r e f e r r e d  to  h a v e  s a t  u n d e r  th e  t e a c h in g s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  m is s io n ­
a r i e s  a n d  m in g le d  w i th  w h i te  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  m o r e  th a n  a c e n t u r y .

In  c o m p l ia n c e  w i th  M r.  D u n c a n 's  de>iro  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  B r i t i s h  
C o lu m b ia  s e t  a p a r t  f o r  th e  e x c lu s iv e  to e  o f  hi* p e o p le  a  r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  
50 s q u a r e  m i le s  a t  s o m e  d i s ta n c e  f r o m  th e  t r a d in g  p o s t ,  to  w h ic h  he  
r e m o v e d  th e m  in ISOi*. T h e i r  new  h o m e  w a s  n a m e d  M e t l a k a h t ln ,  an d  
h e re  it w as  t h a t  t h e i r  real p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  c iv i l i z a t io n  b e g a n .  M r .  
D u n c a n — r e c o g n i z in g  th e  fa c t  t h a t  no m a n  can  fu l ly  e s t e e m  h im s e l f  
w h o  is n o t  s e l f  s u s ta in in g ;  t h a t  n o  m an  c a n  b u i ld  to  tb e  h i g h e s t  m e a s ­
u r e  o l  h is  o w n  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  w h o  r e m a in s  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  a n o t h e r — a t  
on ce  s e t  a b o u t  to  m a k e  each a n d  e v e i y  o n e  o f  h is  p e o p le  a b l e  to  s t a n d  
a lo n e .  B e in g  o f  a p ra c t ic a l  t u r n  o f  m in d  h im s e l f ,  h e  w a s  a b l e  to  g iv e  
i n t e l l i g e n t  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e i r  e f fo r ts .  H e  in d u c e d  t h e m  to  a b a n d o n  all 
f o r m e r  c u s to m s  a n d  p ra c t i c e s  w h ic h  w o u ld  in a n y w a y  r e t a r d  t h e i r  
d e v e lo p m e n t ,  b u t  f i r s t  p r e p a r e d  t h e i r  m in d s  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e ;  p r e p a r e d  
t h e  so il f o r  t h e  see d  he  c a m e  to  sow . H e  t a u g h t  im p r o v e d  m e th o d s  
o f  f i sh in g ;  t a u g h t  t h e m  to  m a k e  b e t t e r  b o a t s  a n d  b u i ld  b e t t e r  h o u se s ;  
t a u g h t  th e m  to  m a n u f a c t u r e  l u m b e r  a n d  to  can  l i sh :  lau g h . .  th e m  to  
re a d  a n d  to  w r i t e ;  t a u g h t  th e m  m u s ic ,  a n d  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  sch oo led  
th e m  in th e  t r u t h s  o f  th e  r e l ig io n  he h ad  c o m e  to  p r e a c h  to  th em .

I ” h e i r  se t t l e m e n t ,  in B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia  t h e y  so o n  b e c a m e  soW- 
s u p p c r t i n g ,  a n d  u n d e r  M r .  D u n c a n 's  g u id a n c e  w e r e  p r o s p e r o u s ,  h a p p y ,  
a n d  c o n te n t e d ,  u n t i l  a  s u p e r v i s i n g  e c c le s ia s t ic  o f  tb e  c l r  r c h  u n d e r t o o k  
to  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  t h e i r  s im p le  f o r m s  o f  w o r s h i p  b y  p e r e m p t o r i l y  i n s i s t ­
in g  u p o n  r i tu a l i s t i c  o b s e r v a n c e s ,  f o r  w h ic h  t h e i r  m in d s  w e r e  not, p ro -
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p a r e d .  M r .  H u m a n .  k n o w in g  t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  h is  p e o p le ,  k n o w in g  
th e i r  in c a p a c i ty  to r ec e iv e  am i a p p r e c i a t e  th e  th eo lo g ic a l  d o g m a s  t h u s  
p r e s c r i b e d ,  d e c l in e d  to  a c c e p t  th e  s u g g e s t io n s ,  a n d  w as  s u p j io r t e d  b y  
h is  p e o p le  in s o  d o in g .  T h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  th e  M e t l a k a h t l a  c o n ­
g r e g a t i o n  and  th e  m o t h e r  c h u r c h  b e c a m e  s u c h  as  to  m a k e  a  n e w  d w e l l ­
i n g  p la c e  on o u r  f r e e  soil d e s i r a b l e ,  a n d  th e y  s o u g h t  fo r  a n d  re ce iv e d  
p e r m is s io n  f r o m  o u r  ( l o v e r n m e n t  to  b u i ld  new  ho m es  in  A la s k a ,  
w h e r e u p o n  ?2:-5 o f  th e m  load ed  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  effec ts  in to  t h e i r  c an o es ,  
l e f t  g o o d ,  c o m f o r t a b l e  h o m e s ,  a  c h u r c h ,  a c a n n e r y ,  a  s a w m i l l ,  a n d  o t h e r  
b u i l d in g s ,  th e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  la b o r  in o ld  M e t la k a h t la ,  a n d  in 
18*7 l a n d e d  u p o n  th e  h o u se le ss  s h o r e s  o f  A n n e t t e  I s la n d ,  w h e re  eac h  
o f  th e m  to o k  an  o a th  o f  a l l e g ia n c e  to  th e  I ' n i t e d  S ta t e s  a n d  p u b l i c ly  
s u b s c r ib e d  to  th e  fo l lo w in g  d e c l a r a t i o n :

We, th e  |* 'nple of M etlakahtla, A laska, in e n te r  to  ss-cure to ourselves and our 
jiosterity th e  blessings of a Christian hom e, do  severally suliseribe to th e  following 
rules for th e  regulation of u iir conduct an d  tow n affaire:

1. To revcrenee the  Sabbath  and to r t .-n in  from all unnecessary secular work on 
th a t  d n \ ; to  a tten d  divine worship; to tak e  th e  Hi h it-fo r o u r r id e  of fa ith ; to  regard 
ail true C h ris tian s as onr b re th ren , and  to  b e  tru th fu l, honest, and  industrious.

2. To lie faithful and loyal to the < iovernsnent and laws of th e  U nited Slates.
3. To ren d er o u r votes when culled njron for the  e lection of th e  town council, and 

to  p ro inp tlv  nhev th e  by-law s and or .ors imposed hv th e  said council.
■t. T o n t'e n d  to th e  education of otir ch ild ren  and keep them  a t  school as regularly 

as possible.
5. To to ta lly  ak*tain from all in tox ican ts and gam bling, and never a tten d  heathen  

festivities o r  countenance heathen  custom s in su rrounding  wllaeos.
(I. To stric tly  carry  out all sanitary  regulations necessary for the Ic a l th  of th e  

town.
7. To identify  ourselves w ith the  progress of th e  settlem ent, and to utilize the land 

we hold.
s. N ever to alienate, eive awav, o r sell o u r land, n r building lots, or any  portion 

thereof, to any pe; a ho  have not sitlrserilierl to these rules.

F e a r i n g  that ;acy soo n  m i g h t  b e c o m e  d is sn t is l icd  w i th  t h e  c h a n g e  
a n d  w a n t  to  g o  hack to  t h e i r  c o m f o r t a b l e  lio tncs  w h ich  s to o d  te n u n t -  
Icss on  B r i t i s h  ( . 'o lm nb ian  soil,  a w a i t i n g  t h e i r  r e t u r n ,  it  w as  c o n c lu d e d  
n o t  to  e r e c t  a n y  b u i ld in g s  u n t i l  th e  fo l lo w in g  s e a s o n ;  a n d  in th e  m e a n ­
t im e  t h e y  l iv e d  a n d  w o r s h ip e d  d u r i n g  th e  e n s u i n g  fall  an d  w in te r  in 
t e n t s  a m i  im p ro v i s e d  l in ts  a lo n g  th e  s e a s h o re .  T b e  c o m i n g  s p r i n g  o f  
lSbS  f o u n d  t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  u n c h a n g e d ,  a n d  th e y  s e t  to  a n d  b u i l t  
a  to w n  w liii li w ou ld  d o  c re d i t  to  a n y  p e o p le ,  a n d  o f  w h ich  f o r m e r  Gov­
ernor S w i n e f o r d  s a y s  in his p u b l i s h e d  b o o k ,  A la sk a .  k‘ a  n e a t e r ,  m o r e  
o r d e r l y ,  o r  b e t t e r  c o n te n te d  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t y  can  n o t  lie fo u n d  in 
a n y  S t a t e  o r  T e r r i t o r y  in th e  F n i o n . "

B e f o r e  b e g in n in g  b u i ld in g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  th ey  s e lec ted  a  s u i t a b l e  p lace  
f o r  t h e i r  to w n  a n d  s u r v e y e d  p r o p e r  s i te s  f o r  t h e i r  c h u rc h  a n d  o t h e r  
p u b l i c  b u i l d in g s ,  a n d  a l s o  p la t t e d  b lo ck s  o r  s i j t ia res  (each  d iv id e d  
i n t o  f o u r  lo ts  s o  fe e t  w ide  a n d  '••o feet lon g ) ,  s e p a r a te d  by  s t r e e t s  o f

i -  . * •  m t—
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appropriate width. Tlion they cut HWay the timl>er and did proper and 
necessary ditching on the sides of the streets for drainage purposes, 
and now have comfortable lionies and aliout 3 miles of well-constructed 
hoard sidewalks, S feet wide. A conveyance issued to each head of a 
family for on" lot, and the remaining lots were held in reserve for 
later families. The possessory title to the property in the town is 
bold individually by the natives and by the Metlakahtla Industrial 
Company, a corporation created under the laws of the State of Oregon. 
The natives own, individually, their dwelling houses, eight storehouses, 
and their shops, and the corporation holds a tish cannery, a sawmill, a 
store building, a dwelling house and office building, a guests’ house, 
and, in addition to those, there is a church building, a schoolhousc. a 
home for girls, and a hospital. To give an adequate idea, I will men­
tion the size and approximate cost of each of the buildings.

The cannery has a Hour space of about 42.291 square fret, costing 
approximately $15,000 for buildings, including wharf, and produced 
10,077 cases of canned fish in 1$91 and Id,707 in 1902. The cost of 
equipment was about $15,000 and cost of two small steamers $10,000.

The sawmill covers S,u00 square feet and cost approximately 
for building and $3,000 for machinery and equipment. It produced 
11)0,000 fect of lumber in 1902.

A system of waterworks, which cot about $10,000, brings excellent 
water through iron pipes, both for power anil the domestic uses of the 
town, from a mountain lake situated 2̂  miles distant, at an elevation 
of about $00 feet.

The church is 7<> feet wide and loo feet long, and cost $10.2SG.S»5. 
The elmrch is well built and splendidly furnished, and would be a 
credit to a'whitesettlement many times larger than Metlakahtla. It 
is by far the best church in Alaska, and is the only one now supplied 
with a pipe organ.

The schoolhousc, which contains 2 rooms, gymnasium, and a pub­
lic ball, cost about $1,500. A doctor's residence and home for girls 
contains 20 rooms and cost about $1,000, while the guests’ hou-e con­
tains 13 rooms and cost about $3.0i,t). A guests’ house for natives 
(strangers) cost about $200.

From this it will be seen that what may be styled the public prop­
erty of Metlakahtla amounts in value to about $<>9,000. and when wc 
add to thi> the value of the individual lnmies. which range in cost as 
high as $1,000 and contain as many ns 10 room-, we get some idea of 
the thrift and initu.-try of this hand of Tsimshcan natives, for it is all 
the product of their labor—they earned the money which paid for 
their homes, and contributed to the earnings which produced the pub­
lic buildings: and the mechanics who did the building were all
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In  a d d i t io n  to  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  in M e t l a k a h t l a .  m e n t io n  s h o u ld  h e  m a d e  
o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  V e t 'n e j  B r o t h e r s  an d  H a m i l to n ,  S im p s o n  &  Co. 
( M e t la k a h t i a n s )  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t w o  sa w m i l l s  in  th e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  
K e tc h ik a n ,  th e  f o r m e r  a t  N o r t h  S n x m a n  a n d  th e  l a t t e r  a t  C lrav in ia .  
V e r n e y  B r o t h e r s  rejx>rt th e  v a lu e  o f  t h e i r  p la n t  a t  $20,000, a n d  t h e i r  
o u t p u t  a t  600 ,000  f e e t  in 1001 a n d  700 ,000 f e e t  in 1902, w h i le  th e  
o t h e r  firm can  m a k e  e q u a l ly  its g o o d  o r  b e t t e r  s h o w in g .

T h a t  th e  M e t l a k a h t i a n s  a r e  a n  in d u s t r i o u s  a n d  f r u g a l  j i e o p le  is 
a b u n d a n t l y  p ro v e n  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  a c c u m u la t e d  p r a c t i c a l ly  
all t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  w i th i n  t h e  p a s t  f i f teen  y e a r s ,  f o r  it m u s t  be r e m e m ­
b e re d  t h a t  th e y  r e c e iv e d  n o th i n g  f o r  th e  p ro p e r ty  a n d o n e d  in  B r i t ­
ish C o lu m b iu  in 1SS7.

T h e  bu s in e ss  o f  th e  mill  a n d  c a n n e r y  is c o n d u c te d  hv t h e  M e t l a k a h t l a  
I n d u s t r i a l  C o m p a n y ,  c a p i ta l iz e d  a t  $25 ,000 ,  and  a ll  s h a r e s  a r e  o w n e d  
by M r .  D u n c a n  a n d  th e  n a t iv e s ,  e x c e p t  t w o  o f  $10 each ,  o n e  o f  w h ic h  
is o w n e d  b y  M r .  L a d d ,  its p r e s i d e n t ,  and  th e  o t h e r  b y  T .  N . S t r o n g ,  
i ts s e c r e t a r y .  T h i s  c o m p a n y  e m p l o y s  n a t iv e  l a b o r  e x c lu s iv e l y ,  a n d  
M r .  D u n c a n ’s b o o k s  sh o w  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  p a id  w a g e s  f r o m  1SSS to  1902 
a m o u n t i n g  t o  $ 4 1 3 ,S I 7.33. T h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  s t o r e s  in t h e  t o w n  w h ich  
a r e  c o n d u c te d  a n d  o w n e d  e x c lu s iv e l y  b y  n a t iv e s ,  as w e l l  n.s a r e  th e  
s h o p s  o f  th e  m ec h a n ic s .

T h e  m u n ic ip a l  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  t o w n  h av e  lo n g  b e e n  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  a 
n a t i v e  co u n c i l  e le c te d  b y  p o p u l a r  v o te ,  i t  h a v in g  b een  M r .  D u n c a n 's  
p o l i c y  to  te a c h  th e m  to  g o v e r n  th e m s e l v e s  T h e  p r e s e n t  c o u n c i l  c o n ­
s i s ts  o f  sev en  m e m b e r s :  E d w a r d  M a t h e r ,  E d tn o n d  V e r n e y ,  A n d r e w  
U s h e r ,  B e n ja m in  B o o th ,  F r a n k  A l le n ,  M a r k  H a m i l to n ,  a n d  P e t e r  
S im p s o n ,  all o f  w h o m  a r e  n a t iv e s .  T b e  o n ly  t a x  lev ied  by  th o rn  fo r  
m u n ic ip a l  p u r p o s e s  is  a  poll  t a x  o f  $3 o n  each  m a le  v o t i n g  c i t iz e n  o f  
th e  to w n ,  y e t  t h e y  p a id  in to  th e  U n i te d  S ta t e s  T r e a s u r y  la s t  v e e r  
n e a r l y  $Si.k) as  o c c u p a t io n  tax e s ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  in t e r n a l  r e v e n u e  a n d  
c u s to m s  c h a rg e s ,  n o tw i t h s t a n d i n g  th e  f a c t  th a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  fa i led  
to  c o n d u c t  a  p u b l i c  scho o l  in th e  to w n  o r  r e t u r n  u d o l l a i  o f  th i s  m o n e y  
f o r  t h e i r  ben e f i t  in a n y  o t h e r  m a n n e r .

N o  p e r s o n  can  b e  a  c i t iz e n  o f  t h e  to w n  u n le s s  he is e i t h e r  a  M o t la -  
k a h t l a n  o r  b e lo n g s  to  th e  n a t iv e  p e o p le  o f  A la s k a ;  a n d  h e  is n u t  th e n  
a d m i t t e d  to  c i t i z e n s h ip ,  o r  p e r m i t t e d  to  h o ld  p r o p e r t y  t h e r e ,  u n t i l  
a f t e r  he has  p u b l i c ly  s u b s c r ib e d  t o  th e  a b o v e - q u o te d  d e c l a r a t i o n .

T h e  to ta l  p o p u la t i o n  o f  M e t l a k a h t l a  is n o t  c o r r e c t l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  
the  l a s t  cen su s ,  b ec au se  th a t  e n u m e r a t i o n  w as m a d e  in th e  s u m m e r ,  a t  
a t i m e  w h en  v e ry  m a n y  o f  th e  p e o p le  w e re  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e  w o r k i n g  
a n d  f ish ing . It is a  c u s to m  o f  th e s e  p e o p le — in  f a c t ,  o f  all n a t iv e  
A la s k a n s ,  as  we h a v e  s e e n — to  lo c k  u p  t h e i r  w i n t e r  o r  p e r m a n e n t  
h o m e s ,  a n d  g o  a b r o a d  w ith  t h e i r  f a m il ie s  t o  t h e i r  f i sh in g  g r o u n d s ,  o r  
to  a n y  o t h e r  lo c a l i ty  m  w h ic h  t h e y  m a y  be e m p lo y e d ,  f o r  t h e  s u m m e r .  
T h i s  w as p la in ly  a p p a r e n t  a t  o n e  n a t iv e  v i l lag e .  S a x m a n .  c o n ta i n in g





t h i r t y - s i x  h o u s e s :  y e t  it c e n s u s  e n u m e r a t o r  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  f o r  . J  a  
s i n g le  p e r s o n  t h e r e  o n  M a y  ID la s t .  T h i s  c o n d i t io n  i s  f u r t h e r  s h o w n  
b y  th e  f . .c t t h a t  E d tn o m l  Y c r n e y  and  M a r k  H a m i l to n  a r e  b o t h  m e m ­
b e rs  o f  th e  n a t i v e  c o u n c i l  a t  M c t l a k n h t l a ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the} '  o w n  
a n d  o p e r a t e  s a w m i l l s  a t  N o r t h  S a x m a n  a n d  G ra v in i a .

M c t la k n h t la  m a y  be u n q u a l i f i e d ly  p ro n o u n c e d  th e  m o s t  o r d e r l y  nnd  
h o s t -g o v e rn e d  to w n  in  a ll  A la s k a ,  and  i t  h a s  b u t  few , i f  a n y ,  s u p e r i o r s  
in th i s  r e s p e c t  in a n y  c o u n t r y .  I t s  n a t iv e  b rans  b a n d  o f  a b o u t  20 p ie ce s  
will  tind b u t  few  e q u a l s  in  a n y  to w n  o f  20,000 i n h a b i t a n t s ,  nnd i t s  
h o m e s  w ill  c o m p a r e  in c o s t ,  s iz e ,  and  a p p c n r n n c e  w i th  th e  d w e l l i n g s  
o f  a lm o s t  a n y  w h i te  m a n 's  to w n .

T h e  success  o f  th e  T s im s h e a n s  in t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  c iv i l i z a t io n  
fu l ly  i l lu s t r a t e s  t h e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  th e  A la s k a n  n a t i v e ,  a n d  d e m o n ­
s t r a t e s  t h a t  th e y ,  i f  g iv e n  p r o p e r  d i r e c t io n  nn d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  m a y  
p r o v e  th e m s e lv e s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p o t e n t  f a c to r s  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  t h a t  d i s t r i c t ;  b u t  b e f o r e  t h e y  can  d o  th i s  t h e y  m u s t  be  d iv o r c e d  
f r o m  th e  c o n t a m i n a t i n g  in f luen ces  w h ic h  s u r r o u n d  t h e m  in so m e  
localit ies .

T he  use o f  in to x ic an ts  h a s  a m o r e  d e m o r a l i z in g  effect o n  t h e s e  p e o p le  
th a n  all o t h e r  ev i l  c a u s e s  c o m h in e d .  T h e y  seem  to  h a v e  a n  u n c o n q u e r ­
ab le  a p p e t i t e  f o r  s t r o n g  d r i n k .  J u d g e  B r o w n ,  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  s a y s  o f  th e  T b l i n g c t s :

T hey  resort to ul! possible m eans am i tricks to obtain  liquor, anil there  art- a 'w avs 
to Isi found in such a com m unity  as th is  w hite m en who are  m ean enough to |n  St 
in all possible ways by the  ap paren tly  unnatural ap p etite  of these people for in tox i­
cants. The Indians resort to Jam aica  ginger, F lorida  w ater, and a n y th in g  th a t they  
ran get hold of that w ill p roduce  excitem ent o r in toxication .

T h i s  t h e y  s o m e t i m e s  d o  a t  th e  c o s t  o f  l i fe ,  f o r  last s p r i n g  s e v e r a l  o f  
th e m  w e re  k i l led  a t  K e t c h i k a n  b y  d r i n k i n g  F l o r i d a  w a t e r  m a d e  f ro m  
w ood  a lco h o l ,  w h i le  m o r e  r e c e n t ly  d e a th s  o c c u r r e d  a t  K a s s u n  f r o m  
t h e i r  d r i n k i n g  a  l i n im e n t .  T h e y  th e m s e lv e s  m a e u f a c t i i . e  a v ile  d r i n k  
f r o m  f lou r ,  p o ta t o e s ,  m o la sse s ,  s u g a r ,  o re . ,  w h ic h  th e  T h l i n g e t s  call  
“ h o o c b in o o "  an  I th e  A l e u t s  ca ll  “ q u a s s , ”  w h ic h  is s a id  to  h a v e  an  
u n u s u a l ly  m a d d e n i n g  effec t.  T h i s  is a  m a t t e r  w h ic h  d e m a n d s  th e  
m o s t  s e r io u s  c o n s id e r a t io n .

T h e  A l e u t s  su f fe r  m u c h  m o re  f ro m  th e  e ffec ts  o f  l i q u o r  t h a n  th e  
n a t i v e s  o f  a n y  o t h e r  lo c a l i ty ,  as  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  its  *nle s e e m  
to lie m o r e  lo ose ly  e n f o r c e d  in s o u t h w e s t e r n  A la s k a  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e ,  
d u e ,  p e r h a p s ,  to  t h e  fact t h a t  m a n y  o f  th e  h a l f -b re e d s ,  o r  c re o le s ,  c la im  
to lie c i t iz e n s  a n d  no t  n a t i v e s ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  a r e  g i v e n  th e  sam e  
p u r c h a s i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  a s  w h i te  m e n .  T h e y  a r e  sa id  to  w il l in g ly  s a c r i ­
fice a n y t h i n g  f o r  r u m — e v e n  th e  c h a s t i t y  o f  t h e i r  w iv e s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s — 
a n d  w h en  in to x ic a t e d  a r e  in c l in e d  to  q u a r r e l  a n d  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  u n r e l i ­
ab le .  S o  d c b i i ' i n g  is its e f fec t  u p o n  th i s  o t h e r w i s e  i n n o c e n t  a n d  peace- 
lo v in g  p e o p le  th a t  (lie  law  w o u ld  b e  ju s t i f ie d  in d e la t  i n g  a n y  i l l i c i t  sa le

41



42

to  t b c m  a felon} ',  a n d  th e  s e l l e r  sh o u ld  he t r e a t e d  n o t  o n l y  as  a  fe lo n ,  
b u t  s p u r n e d  b y  all g o o d  p e o p le  a s  nn  e n e m y  t o  m a n k in d .

N e e d s  of th e  n a t iv e s .— O u r  c o u r t s  hav e  sa id  th a t  th e se  p e o p le  “ a r e  
p r a c t ic a l ly  in a  s t a t e  o f  p u p i l a g e ,  a n d  su s ta in  a r e la t io n  t o  th e  U n i t e d  
S ta t e s  s im i la r  to  t h a t  o f  a w a n !  o r  g u a r d i a n . ”  If  th i s  is t r u e ,  th e  r e l a ­
t ion  c r e a t e s  r e c ip ro c a l  d u t i e s ,  a n d  w e  have  s e e n  how  well t h e s e  s im p le -  
m in d e d  w a rd s  have  m e t  th e  o b l ig a t i o n s  t h r u s t  u p o n  th e m  b y  y ie l d in g  
in o b e d ie n c e  a n d  r e s p e c t  to  o u r  la w s ;  h u t  w i th  w b n t  r e c i p r o c i t y  has 
t h e i r  g u a r d i a n  m e t  i t s  o b l ig a t io n s ?  A s id e  f r o m  f o r b i d d i n g  th e  sale 
o f  i n to x ic a n t s ,  sc a n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  a n d  th e  a t t e n t i o n ,  k in d n e s s e s ,  an d  
aid  t h e y  hav e  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  a r m y  and  n a va l  p o s t s ,  n o n e t  has  been  
d one  to  a d v a n c e  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o r  l i e t te r  th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  i ts  w a rd s ,  
a l t h o u g h  its g u a r d i a n s h i p  has  e x is te d  t h i r t y - s i x  y e a r s .  T h e i r  f o r m e r  
g u a r d i a n ,  the  K u ss in n  A m e r i c a n  T r a d i n g  C o m p a n y ,  a l t h o u g h  in so m e  
in s ta n c e s  a c ru e l  t a s k m a s t e r ,  n o t  o n ly  m a in ta in e d  s c h o o ls  a n d  m iss io n s ,  
b u t  i t  s u p p o r t e d  p u b l i c  h o s p i t a l s  a t  S i tk a ,  H o t  S p r i n g s ,  K o d i a k ,  a n d  
U n a la s k a  a t  an  a n n u a l  cost o f  ♦ 10 ,000, to  e r a d i c a te  th e  d i s e a s e s  w h ic h  
even  th e n ,  a s  well a s  n o w .  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e i r  e x t i n c t i o n ,  a n d  i t  is sa id  
t h a t  d e a t h  ca m e  to  o n ly  34 o u t  o f  14.500 p a t i e n t s  t r e a t e d  in  t h e m  d u r ­
in g  t h e  y e a r  l s 6d, y e t  r< p e a tc d  in s ta n ces  h av e  re c e n t ly  o c c u r r e d  w h e re  
w h o le  v il lages h a v e  been  s w e p t  a w a y  b y  e p id e m ic s ,  w h e r e  th e  
e n c r o a c h m e n ts  o f  o u r  p e o p le  h a v e  b r o u g h t  . s ta rva t ion ,  a n d  h u n d r e d s  
d ie  f r o m  c h ro n ic  a i lm e n t s ,  a n d  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  h a r d l y  r a i s e d  i ts 
han d  t o  h e lp  th em .

N ot o n h  d id  Hus. d o  m o r e  d u r i n g  its g u a r d i a n s h i p  t h a n  w e  h av e  
e v e r  d o n e ,  hu t  if. a s  a s s e r t e d  b y  o n e  o f  A la s k a ’s f o r m e r  g o v e r n o r s ,  
th e  K uss in n  G o v e r n m e n t  is n o w  m a in ta in in g  i t s  A la s k a n  m is s io n s  a t  an  
a n n u a l  cos t  o f  $d0,000, it is s t i l l  doim* v as t ly  m o re  f o r  t h e m  th a n  o u r  
G o v e r n m e n t  is  d o in g .  T h e re  a r e  a n u m b e r  * t h i n g s  w h ic h  o u r  G o v - ,  
e m i n e n t  sh o u ld  d o  f o r  th e s e  p e o p le ,  nnd  do  lem  now .

H osp ita ls  and  medical a i d . — A ll o f  th e  g o v e r n o r s  h a v e  ca l le d  lo u d ly  
fo r  h o s p i ta l s  a n d  m ed ica l  a id .  T h e  e n e r g y  w i th  w h ic h  t h e s e  c a l ls  h av e  
been  m a d e  a p p e a r s  f r o m  th e  fo l lo w in g  q u o ta t io n s .  G o v e r n o r  K n a p p  
sa id  in  h is  r e p o r t :

I am profoundly im pressed with th e  idea th a t as a  nation we owe it to ourselves 
and to th e  nativ ts of Ala“ka th a t we build , equip, an d  snppt rt hospitals in various 
parts o f th e  territo ry  for th e  carc of th e  sirk  and chronically  diseased. H um anity  
dem ands it, trea ty  obligations requ ire  it, anil self-interest ought to p ro m p t it. Leave 
alone a ll our expensive exp lo ra tions nnd soienlitic investigations if > m ust, om it 
all appropria tions for schools if o u r g reat, rich nation can no t afford to  educa te  its 
wards, withdraw m issions and o th e r civilizing influences if it U vonies a  necessary 
a lte rna tive , but do  riot fail to afford relief to 'offering hum anity , to  whom  relief is 
im possible except th rough  I hew- agencies.

G o v e r n o r  S w i tie f o r d  sa id  in  Itis r e p o r t  in 1 N?0:

The appeals for help from th -se  p a ir ,  suffering people a re  incessant, and  I see 
them  d y in g  alm ost daily  for th e  want of th e  medical care and a tten tio n  w hich it
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seems to  mo a  hum ane governm en t ought no t t<> hesitate  to  provide (or them . Shall 
il continue to lie raid th a t ou r free and enlightened U ov em n ien t is les.» regardful of 
the im pcm livo needs of th is  helpless, suffering (ample than  despotic Russia was?

R ig h t*  o f  c i t iz e n s h ip .— W h i le  t h e s e  p e o p le  n re  e v e n  n o w  f a r  b e t t e r  
qua li f ied  to  e x e r c i s e  nil t h e  fu n c t io n s  o f  c i t i z e n s h ip  th an  m a n ) - o f  th e  
A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n s  w h o  h a v e  a l r e a d y  been m a d e  c i t iz e n s ,  th e y  d o  no t  
ttpjHtar to  u r g e n t l y  n e e d  th e  e le c t iv e  f r a n c h is e ,  i f .  in f a c t ,  th e  r i g h t  
to  v o te  w o u ld  n o t  b r i n g  th e m  in t o  confl ic t  w ith  t h e  w h i te s ,  w h ic h  it 
w o u ld  be s u r e  to  d o  in a l l  in c o r p o r a t e d  to w n s  w h e r e  t h e y  w e re  in  th e  
m a jo r i ty .  T h e r e  is n o t  a n y  v e ry  g o o d  re a s o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h y  th ey  
s h o u ld  no t b e  c lo th e d  w i th  all th e  o t h e r  l i g h t s  o f  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n ­
s h ip  e x c e p t  t h a t  o f  v o t i n g ,  e sp e c ia l ly  th o se  e n jo y e d  u n d e r  th e  p u b l i c  
la n d ,  m in in g ,  a n d  n a v ig a t io n  laws. I f  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  e n g a g e  in  p r o s ­
p e c t in g ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  I he  c o u n t r y  m i g h t  lead  to  t h e  d is c o v e ry  
o f  v a lu a b le  m in e s ,  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  h o m e s te a d in g  h inds m i g h t  e n c o u r ­
a g e  th e m  t o  fo l lo w  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  w h ile  t h e i r  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  u n ­
c h a r t e d  w a t e r s  n o w  m a k e s  t h e i r  s e rv ic e s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a ry  to  the  
u n in f o r m e d  w h i te  n a v i g a t o r  w h o  v e n tu r e s  t h e r e :  y e t .  u n d e r  t h e  law 
as  i t  n o w  s t a n d s ,  t h e y  c an  a c q u i r e  n e i t h e r  a  m i n i n g  c la im ,  a  h o m e ­
s te a d ,  n o r  e v e n  t i t l e  to  t h e  lands  u p o n  w h ich  t h e i r  h o m e s  s t a n d ,  an d  
l icenses u n d e r  th e  n a v i g a t i o n  law s can  n o t  be i s su ed  to  th e m .

A n  a g e n t  s h o u ld  b e  a p p o in t e d  to  look a f t e r  t h e i r  n eed s ,  p r o t e c t  
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  i n s t r u c t  th e m  in f a r m i n g  a n d  m e c h a n ­
ical p u r s u i t s ,  a n d  te a c h  th e m  h ow  to  l ive  a n d  c a r e  f o r  th e m s e lv e s ,  
h o w  to  k e e p  t h e i r  h o m e s  c lean  a n d  h e a l th f u l ,  a n d  how  t o  c a re  f o r  the  
s ick  n n d  t r e a t  p r e v a l e n t  d iseases .  S u c h  a g e n t  s h o u ld  be e m p o w e r e d  
to  a p p o in t  d e p u t i e s  to  p e r f o r m  the.so d u t i e s  in  lo c a l i t ie s  r e m o te  f ro m  
h is  h e a d q u a r t e r s .

I t  is b e l ie v e d  t h a t  s u c h  a g e n t s  a n d  d e p u t i e s  sh o u ld ,  a s  f a r  ns p o s ­
s ib le .  be s e l e c te d  f r o m  t h e  a r m y  officers o n  d u t y  in t l in t  d i s t r i c t ,  f o r  
th e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a l r e a d y  s u p p l ie d  w i th  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n ic a ­
t io n  and  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  T h e y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  m e n  o f  e d u c a t io n  an d  
i n t e g r i t y ;  m e n  a l r e a d y  s k i l l e d  in t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  d u t y  a n d  in  th e  
p o w e r  to  c o n t r o l  o t h e r s ,  a n d .  a b o v e  all , t h e y  w o u ld  bo m o r e  l ik e ly  to  
d iv o r c e  t h e m s e l v e s  f ro m  all local in f luen ces  in im ica l  to  t h e  g o o d  o f  the  
n a t iv es .  B e t t e r  a n d  m o r e  d i s in t e r e s t e d  a n d  im p a r t i a l  s e rv ic e  m a y  be 
e x p e c t e d  o f  th e m  t h a n  o f  p e r s o n s  se lec ted  f ro m  c iv i l  l i fe  a t  r a n d o m  
f o r  (h is  p u r p o s e .

R ese rv a t io n s .— I t  is d o u b t f u l  if  th e  r e s e r v a t i o n  xy te n i  s h o u ld  be 
e x te n d e d  t o  t h e s e  p e o p le .  T h e y  h a v e  a lw a y s  c o m e  a n d  g o n e  a t  t h e i r  
p le a s u re ,  a n d  th e y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s i r e  to  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  o w n  m o v e m e n ts ,  
h u t  if  th e y  c o u ld  be  in d u c e d  to  s e t t l e  in c o m m u n i t i e s  a p a r t  f r o m  th e  
w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t s  it  w o u ld  u n d o u b te d l y  be b e t t e r  f o r  th e m .

Supp ly  depo ts  sho u ld  be m a in ta in e d .—In  m a n y  lo c a l i t ie s  o f  A la s k a  
th e  n a t iv e s  f ind  a  m a r k e t  f o r  t h e i r  f l i t s  a n d  a  p la c e  fo r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f



s u p p l i e s  o n ly  a t  th e  s t o r e  o f  th e  local t r a d e r ,  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  o n l y  a t  
th e  s t o r e  o f  so m e  la r g e  t r a d i n g  c o m p a n y  w h ic h  m a in ta in s  a  s y s t e m  o f  
s t o r e s  t h r o u g h o u t  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e g io n .  W h i le  i t  w ou ld  d o u b t l e s s  be 
u n j u s t  to  s a y  t h a t  a l l  th e s e  t r a d e r s  t a k e  u n d u e .a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  n e c e s ­
s i t ie s  o f  th e se  p o o r  p e o p le ,  y e t  th e  t e m p ta t io n  to  d o  so  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  
g r e a t ,  a n d  i t  is  an  u n d e n ia b le  fac t  t h a t  in so m e  lo ca l i t ies  th e y  p a y  f r o m  
tw o  to  live t im e s  ns m u c h  ns th e  a r t i c l e  co s ts  in S e a t t le  o r  S an  F r a n ­
c isco , a n d  i t  is  sa id  t h a t  t h e y  a r c  o f t e n  r e q u i r e d  to  pa}' m o r e  th a n  
w h i te  c u s t o m e r s  a r e  r c q i r e d  to  p a y  a t  th e  sa m e  s to r e s ,  w h i le  t h e  p r i c e  
paid  f o r  f u r s  m a y  n o t  b e  h ig h  e n o u g h .

T h e s e  c o n d i t io n s  d o  n o t  a p p l y  t c  a n y  c o n s id e ra b le  e x t e n t  in  s o u t h ­
e a s t e rn  A la s k a ,  o r  in o t h e r  lo c a l i t ie s  w h e r e  th e  s to r e s  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  
p r i n c ip a l ly  t o  s u p p l y  w h i te  s e t t l e r s .  I t  is m o s t  l ik e ly  to  e x i s t  w h e r e  
s t o r e s  a r e  o p e r a t e d  la r g e ly  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  t r a d e .  O n  th i s  s u b j e c t  
G o v e r n o r  S w in e f o r d ,  in h is  official r e p o r t  f o r  1888, in s p e a k i n g  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  to  w h ich  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  h a d  g r a n t e d  a  f u r  m o n o p o ly ,  s a id :

W ith in  a wide lim it th e  creoles and natives are little, if any, be tte r th an  m«*re serfs 
of th a t pow erful corporation. In m any places they are subjected to th e  double  rob­
bery of M u g  com pelled to  i»art w ith th e ir  furs a t less than  half th e ir  value, an d  in 
re tu rn  a re  charged two or three  prices for th e  goods they  can only buy a t th e  com ­
pany’s stores for the sim ple reason th a t there  are  no others. * * * If they  
become contum acious o r stubborn  and refuse to sell th e ir  furs at th e  prices th e  com ­
pany offers, o r dare  to seek purchasers elsew here, they  are starved in to  subm ission.
* * * T he com pany does rob th e  creole and th e  native in the p rice  i t  comjiels 
him  to accep t for his furs, and it robs him  again in th e  price i t  charges him  for the 
goods he must buy a t th e ir  stores, i speak advisedly and on th e  streng th  of personal 
observation  and know ledge.

T h a t  o i. .  G o v e r n m e n t  Las n o t  b ad  th e  u tm o s t  confidence  in  t h e  f a i r ­
ness a n d  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  th o s e  w h o  t r a d e  w i th  In d ia n s  is s h o w n  by  
i t s  f o r b i d d i n g  nm -o nc  to  g o  u n l i c e n s e d  u p o n  an  In d ia n  r e s e r v a t i o n  
w i th in  th e  U n i t  t S t a t e s  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  nnd  l icenses  a r e  n o t  i s su e d  
u n t i l  th e  t r a d e r  e n t e r s  in fo  a  b o n d  in th e  s u m  o f  $ 10,000, u n d e r  th e  
t e r m s  o f  w h ic h  he c o u ld  n o t  sell  h is  w a re s  u n t i l  he  had s c h e d u l e d  h is  
p r i c e s  a n d  h a d  th em  a p p r o v e d ,  a n d  in a ll  c a ses  h is  p r i c e s  w e r e  l im i te d  
to  a  p r o f i t  n o t  e x c e e d in g  35  p e r  c e n t ,  a n d  a  l i s t  o f  th e s e  p r i c e s ,  p r i n t e d  
in  b o th  I n d ia n  a n d  E n g l i s h ,  m u s t  b e  p o s te d  in th e  s to re .

S u c h  is  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  g iv e n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  I n d ia n ,  v e t  th e  p o o r  
A la s k a n  has n o  p ro t e c t i o n  w h a te v e r .

T rad e  w i th  th e  G reen land  E sk im os.— T h e  G r e e n la n d  E s k i m o s  h a v e  
r e c e iv e d  m u c h  m o r e  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  th e  D a n ish  G o v e r n m e n t  th a n  
t h e i r  A la s k a n  c o u s in s  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  o u r s .  T h e  C r o w n  m o n o p o ­
lizes t h e  t r a d e  o f  G r e e n la n d ,  a n d  it. se l ls  E u r o p e a n  a r t i c l e s  o f  n e c e s s i ty  
to  th e  n a t iv e s  a t  p r i m e  co s t ,  w h i le  t h e  p r ic e  i t  rece iv e s  f o r  b r e a d  a n d  
o t h e r  s t a p l e  a r t i c l e s  s c a r c e ly  p a y s  f o r  th e  p u r c h a s e  a n d  t h e  f r e i g h t ,  
a n d  n o t h i n g  is  sold f o r  m o r e  tb a n  - 0  p e r  c e n t  a b o v e  th e  cos t  p r i c e  in 
D e n m a r k .
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T h e  lu rk  o f  h r e s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  and  th e  h e s i tan cy  o f  o u r  G o v e r n ­
m e n t  to  e n t e r  in t o  b u s in e s s  in c o m p e t i t io n  w ith  i t s  c i t iz en s ,  m a k e  sucb  
a  s c h e m e  im p o ss ib le  in  A la s k a ,  j  e t  i t  is  n o t seen w h y  s u p p ly  d e jw t s  
can  n o t  be m a in ta in e d  th ro u g h  the  v e ry  eff ic ien t m il i t a r y  and  na va l 
posts in  t h a t  d i s t r i c t .

P e rm is s io n  has a l r e a d y  b e e n  g iv e n  o u r  c o u r t  a n d  o t h e r  c iv i l  officers 
to  p u r c h a s e  f a m ily  s u p p l i e s  f ro m  these  p o s ts  a t  p r ic e s  v e r y  m u c h  
be low  th o s e  o f  th e  s t o r e s ,  a n d  no v e ry  g o o d  re a s o n  apj>ears w h y  su ch  
p u rc h a s e s  b y  the  n a t iv e s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  a u th o r i z e d  an d  in  so m e  m e a s u re  
re l iev e  th e  c o n d i t io n  in d ic a te d  by  G o v e r n o r  S w in c fo r d .

In  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  e x a c t  c o n d i t io n s  an d  th e  a c tu a l  n eed s  o f  t h e s e  p e o ­
ple m a y  lie fu l ly  a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  re l ia b ly  k n o w n  th e  j u d g e s  o f  th e  
A la sk a n  c o u r t s ,  th e  p o s t m a s t e r s ,  the. p h y s ic ia n s ,  th e  m is s io n a r ie s ,  a n d  
o th e r s  lo ca ted  in a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  h a v e  l»cen a s k e d  to  fu r n i s h  
t e s t im o n y  o n  th e s e  s u b j e c t s ,  an d  f r o m  t h e  m ass  o f  t e s t im o n y  s o  c o l­
lec ted  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  s t a t e m e n t s  h a v e  been  s e le c te d  and  a r e  h e r e  g iv e n .  
T h e s e  s t a t e m e n ts  n r e  so  a r r a n g e d  in  t h i s  r e p o r t  a s  to  f u r n i s h  e x p r e s ­
s io ns  f r o m  v a r io u s  s e c t io n s ,  b e g in n in g ,  a f t e r  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  the  
ju d g e s ,  w i th  th e  e x t r e m e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  flic  d is t r i c t ,  t h e n  p a ss ­
in g  w e s t  an d  n o r t h  a lo n g  th e  coas ts ,  and  t h e n  u p  th e  Y u k o n  R iv e r .

TESTIMONY RELATIVE TO THE CONDITIONS AND NEEDS UK ALASKAN
NATIVES.

H o n .  M. 0 .  B r o w n ,  j u d g e  o f  th e  first d iv is io n  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta t e s  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  o f  A la s k a ,  sa y s :

T he Indians of southeastern Alaska nre generally docile and obedient to th e  law, 
so far as they understand it. excep t when intoxicated. T hey resort to all |>ossd>le 
means and tricks to o ldain  liijuor, and ther are alw ays to  lie found in such a  com­
m unity  ns th is w hite m en who are  mean and  low enough to profit in all possible 
ways by the apparen tly  unnatu ra l appetite  <d these (ample tor intoxicants. The 
Indian resorts to Jam aica ginger, F lorida  water, and a n y th in g  and ev ery th ing  that 
they can get hold of th a t will produce excitem ent o r intoxication. W hen in to x i­
cated they are  more o r less vicious and resist all efforts a t restraint.

Again, when the  law runs coun ter to th e ir  training and sujierstilinn, such as w itch­
craft, they  resort to th e ir  own m ethod of treating w itches, and som etim es com m it 
m urders by destroying th e  person or persons they deem  to be w itches. T he e.vpei'-e 
of enforcing th e  crim inal laws in commissioners’ courts is cau.-ed m ore largely, I 
th ink , by Ind ians th an  o th e r classes of people in proportion to their num bers. They 
g. ’her about tow ns and places w here intoxicants a rc  obtained 

In my opinion ex tend ing  th e  rights now enjoyed by w hite  citizens, under the 
public-land laws, would not bo tl>>- best policy. T he experience of F a ther Duncan 
upon Mc-tlakahtla Island seems to indicate that th e  only way of benefiting these 
Indians is to sever them  as m uch as j>ossible from connection with th e  w hite popu­
lation ol the  country , and to set aside certain  jiortions of th e  country , o r  certain  lands 
or islands, where they  m ay  bike th e ir  lands in severally  anil have absolu te ow ner­
ship ol the  sam e. To e x ten d  ih e  rights of w bite citizens, u n d e r the  laud laws, gen­
erally to th e  Indians w ould l«  to give them  opportunities to take land that they  
would never utilize and m ake them  a prey to sjt-tu la to rs  o r  dishonest w ln te  men
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without resulting* to benefit tb e  Indiaus. T he Indians of Alaska a re  prone to live in 
villages, and  while th ey  ran  go ou t from tljese villages and  hunt and  tish d u rin g  cer­
tain seasons of the year they  re tu rn  to th em  again for th e ir  recreation and such com ­
forts of hom e as they enjoy o r appreciate. For th is reason I would FUggest th a t lands 
be eel a p a rt to them  where th ey  m ay have th e ir  villages and hom es w ith  absolute 
progierty rig h ts  therein ; w here th ey  m ay take such hom esteads an d  land oittsiJe of 
tl e ir village as they  may desire, hav in g  them  accurately surveyed and se t apart in 
so e rslty  to  each of them  o r each of th e  males.

f chools, in my opinion, shou ld  be established by the  G overnm ent and m aintained 
under p roper civilians a t these  native villages, where th e  children  inav board in 
th e ir hom es and live with th e ir  paren ts w hile acquiring sume useful knowledge, and 
1 would recom m end th a t in these  schools they  be educated in useful arts, m echanics, 
etc. Some of them  are valuable as p ilo ts aod an occasional one a com peten t engi­
neer. Such Indians, in m y opinion, should  have the  sam e rights ex tended  to them  
under th e  navigation law th a t  a re  ex ten d ed  to white |«!ople. I th in k  th e y  should  
lie |>erraitted in th e ir  own villages to establish  quite largely their own ru les and reg­
ulations of governm ent, bu t th a t th e  elective franchise generally  should  no t be 
bestowed upon th?m . T hey  are  not a governing race, and  never can be. T heir edu­
cation should , ill m y opinion, therefore, be in lines lieforc indicated—instruction  in 
th e  sim pler arts and industries, w hereby  they  may lie enabled to earn a  living and 
to aid in th e  great work of th e  world. To bestow upon them  th e  general righ t of 
franchise would he to b ring  a  mass of ignorance to th e  latllut box, tlm t would I*  
taken advantage of by tlie  d i-hooest, and  would bring  no advantage to th e  Indians 
but to educate  them  in rascality . T hese  are  m y honest convictions g low ing out of 
my experience among these people.

Perhaps 1 should have sta ted  th a t  hoarding schools, where these ch ild ren  are 
taken aw ay from th e ir p a ren ts  and hom es, result often hi g reat in ju ry . They 
acquire h ab its  of living and a  de-ire  for food such as they  do not get in  th e ir  own 
homes, and  ha- ing once acquired  a tas te  for these, th ey  ran  no t live w i'h o u l them , 
and the  young women w hen released froiu these schools, U ia u se  of th e ir  desire for 
better c lo th ing  and the necessity of living as white inen do, becom e a frequent 
prey of w h ite  m en: so frequen t as to  ren d er their condition in th is co u n try  m ost 
m iserable.

H o n .  A l f r e d  S. M o o r e ,  j u d g e  o f  t b e  secon d  d iv is io n ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  a t  N o m e ,  s a y s :

The Eskim o natives are descendan ts of th e  original inhab itan ts of th is  section of 
Alaska. T hey are a  very k ind , docile, and dutiful people so far as obedience to tbe  
law is concerned. T hey a re  rem ark ab ly  exem pt from  violence and crim es of th e  
h igher gravies. I find th a t so soon as th ey  contract euuiraercial relations with th e  
w hile people they  begin to  degenerate. T hey are a p t  learners of th e  vices of th e  
whites, and  if left to pursue  th e ir  ow n industries, separated from th e  w hites, th ey  
would give tbe ad m in istra to rs of th e  law bu t little  trouble.

I do r o t  believe tlia t th e  F.skituos have arrived  a t such a state  of advancem ent in 
civilisation th a t they  are prepared  to  become citizens on equal term s w ith w hite 
Americans. I lielieve th a t if they w ere taught o th er pursuits and  occupations th a n  
those w hich m ainly alstorh th e ir energies—i. e., hun ting , fishing, and trad ing  in fur.* 
and ivory—they could, in th e  course of tw enty-five years, become qualified, in m any 
instances at least, for c itizensh ip  u n d e r our flag. They k. c a k ind, docile, and  tru th ­
ful people, " ’hen ra iled  as witnesses before the courts, they  adhere  to th e  tru th , 
even w hen th e ir testim ony will en d an g er those who stand  in th e  relation to them  of 
friends and neighbors. In  th is  respect they  set an  exam ple w hich th e  w hites in 
this section of th e  country  would do vvell to follow. T he Eskim os are a  people w ho 
should n o t be allowed to becom e e x t in c t  T hey have m any of the  noblest qualities
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w hicli characterise  th e  b e tte r  jieoplc o( o u r nice. y are free from th e  savage 
tendencies of Hie A m erican Indian, are qu ick  and a p t at learning, luive relini<»iu» 
tendencies, and by  train ing  m ight be m ade a  happy, con ten ted , nnd useful people 
Some ol these |>eople have been given th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to Incom e th e  ow ners of 
reindeer, an d  som e few have already accum ulated  considerable wealth n th a t way. 
C om m issioner Lee, of Ca|ie Prince of W ales, inform s m e th a t th e  young n.en of the  
natives a re  nnxiuua to  becom e ow ners of re indeer. T h e  efforts of the  G ovcrum eut 
to  give them  ow nership  have, as I believe, been  successful.

H o n .  J a m e s  W ic k o r s h a m ,  j u d g e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  div is io n  o f  th e  U n i te d  
S t a t e s  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  o f  A la s k a ,  s av s :

I atn not ac plain ted with th e  T lilinget people in sou theastern  Alaska, bu t have 
sem e considerable n form ation aud knowledip- nbout th e  Eskim os and Athalmsoans. 
As a  class th ey  a rc  honest and  have a  decided p, "-disposition to  obey th e  laws. I 
th in k  they com pare very fa ro rah ly  w ith  the  w h ile  res.del.t«of Alaska in tfrat respect. 
T he Eskimos particu larly  a re  an  innocent, inoffensive, and  honest nice of people. In 
St. Michael I saw th em  beh ind  th e  storec> m ilters taking dow n boxes of small kni vesand 
various usefu lartic lesof ha rd w are  of th a t kind aud  exam ining th em , then p lac ing them  
track in th e  boxes and on th e  shelves. T hey  crow ded behind th e  counters and m ade 
th e ir  exam inations of such th ings, and when th ey  found what th ey  wanted carried  it 
to  th e  storekeeiier and a«ked its value. 1 called  his special a tten tio n  to  th is habit, 
w hich they  indulged in seem ingly in all of th e  stores, an d  asked him  if lie was not 
afraid they  would steal. He answ ered, saving th a t on  no occasion had he  e ver dis­
covered th e  loss of a  single item  from theft by an  Eskim o. H e sm ilingly proffered 
th e  rem ark th a t he  would no t perm it w hite  inen  to m ake such free u .o f  th e ir oppor­
tunities, and that in th e  sam e num ber of w hite  m en th e re  would l>o at least one thief. 
T h e  same confidence seems to  be given to Eskim os everyw here  they  are known.

The A thabascan tribes along the Y ukon  R iv er arc a  gen tle  r a te  of hun ters  and 
seldom  com m it crim e, excep t when u n d e r th e  influence of liquor. T hey  are  not 
nearly  so inclined to violate th e  law as w hite m en, and  if th is was the only standard  
for i itue iis liip  would m ake b e tte r  citizens th an  th e  «ame n u m b er of w hile men.

T here are no reservations in th is  d is tric t and no public  fund is expended  in behalf 
of th e  natives. Two years ago whole villages d ied  from an epidem ic, and I am afraid 
m any of th e  Im 'innx on th e  Y ukon R iver will d ie this w in ter from  starvation . T he 
wholesale slau g h te r of th e ir  fish by foreign cannery  m en lias destroyed th e ir  only 
source of -"p j.lv  except caribou an d  moose. T he la tter th ey  m ay kill possibly 
for th e ir ow n use, but can no t sell any part. T h ey  have alw ays heretofore d e l u d e d  
on tb e  sale meat cu d  skins to  supply them selves w ith  o th e r necessaries, and it 
hears heavily upon them  to have this source ol supply  cut off.

Ti e Aleuts, too. have suffered greatly  by reason of th e  laws restricting tbe  hun ting  
of cal and o th er fur-bearing anim als, and th ey  are  nearly  a t th e  poin t of starvation  
for 11uit reason. If th e  G overnm ent vvoilld judiciously place re indeer am ong these 
people it w ould help  them  in tim e, an d  possibly save some rem n an t of them  froru 
starvation; b u t they  are tumble to m eet th e  pressure of th e  Anglo-Saxon, and es|>e- 
eially  hi.- gam e ami fish laws, an d  are  rap id ly  becom ing ex te rm inated  by such  legis­
lation. I can  see no future ft r  the A thahnscans except ex tinc tion , and very little  
U ite r  ho is1 for th e  Eskimos. T here  is a s tren g th  and v irility  in  th e  Eskimos, how ­
ever. which th e  Y ukon In d ian s do no t |>ossese, and if th e  E skim os cotiliI be tu rned  
into a  re indeer people (hey w ould lw an advantageous popu lation  in Alaska.

T he T lilinget a re  a  stronger race Ilian th e  E skim os an d  m ore rapid ly  nnd readily 
as-unie  the w hite m an ’s civilization. T hey a re  it ore a id e  to com pete w it), the situ ­
a tion  than  any  of th e  o thers , and for th a t reason w ould m ak e  th e  ideal Ind ian  
citizen.
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In my judgm ent, Uie land law* ought to b e  e iten n cd  to th e  native* o( Alaska. 
T here ought, alao, to be such legislation w ith  regard to gam e and fish th a t  the 
Indians would get the benefit of both before th e  w hile man exterm inate* them , a* 
he  is soon bound to do, and especially should  restrictions be  rem oved along the 
A leutian Islands. Thoee people ought to be m ade free and ou g h t io be allowed to 
h u n t th e  fur seal and any o th er game th a t com es w i'h in  th e ir reach, save w ith in  3 
miles of th e  islands upon w hich they live. A lew reindeer on the  Aleutian Islands 
would be a godsend to these people T he natives of Alaska are  n e ith e r vicious nor 
lazy. T hey are simply weak and the w hite m a n ’s vices are m ore readily forced opon 
them . If they  were protected from th e  w hite  nnui ami jxnm ittcd  to rem ain in  their 
natural s ta te  th ey  would continue to hold th e ir  ow n and increase a* they  form erly 
did. I t  is our form of civilization which is ex term ina ting  th em  and n o t th e ir  own 
vices o r follies.

I doub t if 'h e  land laws w ere extended to th e  natives of Alaska w he ther they 
would take  auvantnge of them  and procure title s  to th e ir  homes. T hey  know noth­
ing of ou r laws and are ch ild ren . If th e  law ex tend ing  the rig h t of hom estead to 
th e  natives of Alaska provided for a special ag en t who should investigate th e ir  sev­
eral town Hite* and  have au th o rity  to en te r th e  lands for them  in case they d id  not 
voluntarily  do so and th u s secure som ew hat o f  a reservation, it would be of great 
practical value to them . W ithout that feature, I am inclined to  think Unit i t  would 
be little  use to them . I am no t inclined to view tbe question o f Ind ian  euucation as 
very im p o rtan t. I have been in tim ately  acquainted w ith In d ian  tribes of the Pacific 
coast for tw en ty  years, and  I have found th e  bette r natives alw ays to be those  who 
lived th e ir  own lives w ithou t being spoiled by any  a ttem p t to m ake w iiite iue i, ou t of 
them. W hat tb e  In d ian  needs is to be let a lo n e  by his fool friends b u t  of course, 
th is is too rnucb to expect. T he system  of Indian  reservations, as w e know it in 
the  U nited States, ought never to be ex tended  to Alaska.

The testimony of the following witnesses will be given in the order 
of the localities in which they reside, beginning with the extreme 
southeastern Alaska.

Hev. William Duncan, living at Mctlaknhtla, who has for nearly 
baif a century lived among these people, and who has given them as 
much study and devoted to them as much consecrated ellort as any 
other person, says:

step s lor th e  public weal of th e  natives of A laska are becom ing more an d  more urgent 
every year. These natives to  a great ex teu  ta r e  now loosened from  their ancient moor­
ings, and in th e  absence of a definite governm ental policy being in itiated  fo r their 
benefit and  protection th ey  are drifting, and when it is adm itted , as un d en iab ly  true, 
th a t hum an n a tu re  finds i t  easier to d n f t  tow ard  '.he bad than  toward th e  good, the 
perilous position of the natives is learlv to  be seen. Tbe G overnm ent should  se t aside 
a suitable location for each Ind ian  baud, on w hich m ight be b u ilt im p ro w d  homes, 
away from w hite  se ttlem en ts ,and  where saloons could have no  footing. Each such 
location should  contain some nat iral advantages, a  salmon stream a n d  tim ber, eo 
th a t the  natives would have no n aso n  to com plain for lack of food o r  fuel. Each 
Ind ian  village should have its school an d  th e  teacher be a rm ed  with a  commission 
to m aintain  law and order, assisted by native  police. These villages should  no t be 
under the  Indian-reservation  system , w hich is justly  condem ned, but, being especially 
reserved and protected by the G overnm ent, would encourage each band  to grow  in 
civilization up to citizenship. Though th e  w ant of c itizensh ip  e n ta i l  no g reat less 
to the m ass of our people w hile Alaska is b u t t  district, yet to some it form s a barrier 
to th e ir ob tain ing  positions of usefulness for which they  feel them selves fully
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qualified. 1 tru st th e  tim e is near w hen som e a t least will be perm itted to reach tb e  
goal of Iheir aspirations am ong civilized m en, and for which they  have been long 
preparing them selves.

Air. D u n c a n ’s  v iew s  on  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  I n d i a n  e d u c a t io n  a r e  q u o te d  
a t  len g th  in  th e  f o r e g o i n g  r e p o r t .  

R ev .  T h o m a s  J e n k i n s ,  I p iscop a l  m i s s io n a r y  in c h a r g e - a t  K e tc h ik a n ,
cays:

There a n  about 150 natives who call th is  their hom e. They live in houses of 
their own and dress as w hite  people. G enerally  th ey  have left th e ir trilaal customs 
and manners. T here  nre soroe m arked exceptious to  th is, however, as th e  law of 
blood revenge is som etim es practiced, and po tlatching is common. T hey are  m ainly 
hunters and fishers. A few of them  are m echanics, boat builders, and carpenters. 
Some of them  work in saw m ills and on steam boats, b u t  only a few. For ha lf a year 
they are quite poor. They have no t y e t learned the value of m oney, and are im provi­
d en t with w hat they  g e t  T h e ir  m oral sta tus is ju st w hat th e  whites m ake i t  In 
this frontier life it is expected  th a t evil influences will exist. One th ing  m ore thau 
any o ther th a t should  be rem edied in  this respect is th e  illegitim ate living together 
of white m en and Ind ian  women. I t  would be uowise to  a ttem p t to prevent 
marriages betw een w hites an d  Indians. T h e  enforcem ent of m arriage law s would 
reduce the prostitu tion  of th e  Ind ian  women. This evil is tb e  source of m any others. 
Tne laws should be b e lte r unforced. The illegitim ate sale of liquors to natives is 
blighting m any defenseless an d  helpless women and ch ild ren . A still g reater curse 
than  th e  sale of w hisky is tb e  sale of p a ten t m edicines containing alcohol. Patent 
medicines of th is  k ind  should  be placed un d er the ban , or else the Indian  should he 
allowed to buy w hisky. W e have a t  th is tim e th ree  cases of poisoning by Florida 
water, sold to natives by a  m illiner w ho knew  they bought i t  to  drink. .She created 
tbe trade and then  pushed it. The difficulty is in g e tting  ju rie s  to enforce the  law.
I believe citizenship would do  more to  elevate the ideuls and  habits ol th e  natives 
than  auy th ing else. T hey desire citizenship  and resen t th e  idea of reservations. 
There arc a good m any  exam ples of unquestionable w o rth  and fitness. 1 am strongly 
convinced th a t G overnm ent schools a re  poor m eans to th e  end desired. T he teachers 
are often not of the  first o rder, and th e ir  work is poorly  supervised and th e  results 
poor. Educational w ork seem s to presuppose an in h eren t intellectual force which n 
no sense exists. T he native child  is not a  w bite ch ild . H e m ust be educated as a 
native and not as a w hite. No tex t-books have been produced w hich are fitted for 
the native m ind, so far as I know. T h e  schools a re  poorly equipped. W e need a 
system arranged by es perienced men and supervised by Alaskans. T he righ ts of the 
natives are often trespassed upon by whites, bu t no more, perhaps, th an  in  other 
places where they  live side by  side.

Rev. H a r r y  P .  C o r s e r ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i s s io n a ry  a t  W r a n g e l l ,  says :

T here are ab o u t 350 natives in th is v icinity . In th e ir  mode of life they  im itate  the 
white man, tribal customs, j.-otlatchinga, e tc ., bci g a  th ing  of the  past. T hey  make 
w ills giving th e ir  p ro p erty  to  th e ir wives an d  cu ild ren  instead of to  th e ir sister’s 
family. T heir vocations consist principally  of hun tiog , fishing, logging, p lain  car­
pentering, nnd steam boaiing . The com m unal houses are disappearing. I t  is the 
desire of each family to have a  home of their own, bu t they  know  little  of the  Anglo- 
Saxon's idea of borne life. Most of them  have fishing and hunting houses w here 
they  pass about th ree  m o n th s of the vear. T h ey  have  alw ays been self-supporting. 
T he moral sta tus of th e  m en is h igher th an  th a t »t th e  women. I t  is im proving. 
They are faithful to  a  irust, though som ew hat unstable. The Salvation Arm y has 24 
adherents among them . T h e  w hite people, us a  rule, sym path ize  with them , and  are 

2S0Q5—04------1



try ing  to trea t them  justly . The chiel cause of com plaint is the  licensing of saloons 
th a t arc notorious resorts for "b o o t leggers," and the  m aintenance of houses o f ill 
repute (w h ite )  near the buildings occupied by th e  Indians. A change of th e  closed 
fishing day from Saturday to cunday  is needed. T his is necessary for th e ir  m oral 
grow th. T he enforcem ent of the  com pulsory-education law of our code is needed. 
The granting  of 3-0 acres of land to each Ind ian , no t to be sold by them  un d er 
ten  y e a n , would help them . T heir righta on their hunting and flailing ground 
should he protected. T hey should be given th e  sam e rights to locate lands and 
m ineral claims th a t are now enjoyed by th e  whites. T he repeal of th e  game law, 
except as to the clause forbidding sh ipp ing  of deer sk ins from th e  territo ry , would 
also help them . Teachers should  Ihj em ployed in th e  schools w ho could com bine 
industrial work with regular teaching. As a general rule, the sending of a boy aw ay 
to school does him  harm . There should be a  be tte r equipped class of teachers for 
o u r Indian schools.

R ev. S .  A .  J a c k s o n ,  m i s s io n a ry  o f  t h e  F r i e n d s ’ c lHjrch a t  D o u g la s ,  

s a y s :

There a re  aliout 200 natives residing here, though  th e ir sum m er m on ths are sp en t 
elsewhere— hunting, trapping, and Ashing. .Some of them  work in th e  m ines d i.-ing  
m ost of th e  year. They are  a sim ple-m inded people, w ith alam ! as m uch reason as 
w hite ch ild ren  from 10 to  H  years of age. M any native women are seduced by w hite  
prospectors, m iners, and fishermen. T h ere  a re  some cases w here w h ile  m en are 
l i . in g  w ith Indian women w ithout W ing m arried  to them . T here  was nn enro llm en t 
of .'16 in th e  school here. Bud elem ent of th e  w hite  [icnple have been very  degrading 
to  them . Several native girls educated in th e  mission school h :n e  been seduced by 
w hile men. T he Indians' possessory righ ts are  not well defined, some saying th a t 
th ey  h a te  only th e  right to  the  gosund on w hich their cabins set. T hey should have 
garden patches and their salm on stream s should  be protected. W hite  m iners h a te  
crowded th e ir cabins in betw een the na tives ' cabins here, and th e ir  influence is 
against lie tte r civilization. The natives shou ld  be settled in industria l com m unities 
and be compelled to send their ch ild ren  to  school a given nuinlicr of m on ths in  the  
year. T he family is th e  u n it on which to  w ork, and th e  hom e should be elevated; 
m arriage relatiun should be m ade more sacred, i t  is not good policy to  educate the 
ch ild ren  at d turn them  back to heathen hom es, us the  girls so educated often resort 
to  prostitu tion  ra ther tb an  go back to th e  old life, and the W ys so educated , W ing 
unable to com pete with th e  w hites on account of prejudice, go lan k to th e ir  fa thers ' 
ways. T h ey  will do 'le tte r settled to them selves if they  can have sufficient capital 
invested in fishing, lum bering, am i m ining enterprises.

R ev. L .  F . J o n e s ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i s s io n a r y  a t  J u n e a u ,  s a y s :

T heir m ode of life is variable. Some live as whites, each family having separate  
nomes, and  live cleanly and respectably. O thers, particularly  th e  o lder ones, live  in 
th e  com m unal sty le, several families in th e  sam e house, with only one room. Such 
houses a re  d irty  aud nnlicalthfu l. They follow variable vocations. Some w ork in 
th e  m ines part of the  tim e, th en  change to fishing, then  to hun ting . They stand  
ready to do  any th ing  by w Inch th ey  may m ake a dollar. The women m ake baskets, 
m occasins, fancy beadw ork, etc., for w h ich  they  find ready sale. T he n a tiv e 's  g reat 
draw back is his lack of application. H e soon tires of working a t one thing. He 
w orks very well for a w hilc , and then lays off for days and weeks. He does not 
count m uch on doing an y th in g  lutt feasting du rin g  the  winter. T heir cond itions in 
m ost instances a re  deplorable, having few of even the  necessaries of life, liv in g  in 
m ere ‘hacks. Most of them  eke out a iniseraf existence. I t  is especially h a rd  on 
th e  ch ild ren , the  aged, and  the  cripples. For m ost of these th e  w inter m o n th s are 
severe and m any cases of extrem e suffering come to  m y notice every w inter. Mot a
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few >>i th em  sin- genuine C hristians am i stand  trti«* to th e ir profession. T hese an. 
m orally  good am I I m at w orthy . Some a n 1 professors only of religion, w ithout con­
form ing  to  it* principle*. T he moral sta te  of m any is low ami these  are u n tru s t­
w orthy . J liml it w ith th em  a- w ith th e  w hites; th ey  lu n e  good, bad, an d  imlifferent. 
T he g rea t curse of the  co u n try  is d runkenness, for n hich  th e  w hite m an is to lilame. 
T he n a tiv e  gir!» and w om en are  a  constan t prev for v irions and  unprincip led  white 
men. If  tluwc tw o evils could W aU iled , im m orality  would bo risluctsl to n  m ini ium. 
To b rin g  th is ulmut a  different jwnnl system  i« needed. Placing m en and wom en in 
jail is too m uch like placing them  in good, com fortable hom es w ithou t work. The 
m arshals of th e  d istric t should  lie salaried and no t paid fisn. A bout 75 per cent of 
the  population  are romiiMinicante of the  different churches here. T here  were alm ut 
7*i ch ild ren  of school age, with an  en ro llm en t of :fc5 in school; average attendance, 13. 
J th in k  th e ir  pa«scssorv righ ts in th is section are generally  rvs|<rrted. N othing would 
produce be tte r results am ong th e  natives than  a good sanitarium  aud a  hom e for 
th e  aged and helpless. It is pitiable w hat suffering l lu y  endure  th rough  sheer want. 
T h ey  need sanitarium s because they  have no t th e  m eans to go into w h ite  hospitals 
to be trea ted  o r to lie trea ted  by w hite physicians. Many of them  lie am i suffer 
liecause th ey  can no t em ploy a doctor. They know nothing a Unit m edicine th em ­
selves, n o r have th ey  su itab le  [dates to trea t the  sick. T he ( in te rn m e n t ough t to 
p rov ide  a hospital T h e  w hite m an owes them  th is  m uch fur crow ding them  away 
from th e ir  fishing stream s arid hun tin g  grounds. T h is used to  lie a sp lendid  hun ting  
section before th e  w b ite  m an lam e, but gam e is now a th ing  of the  past. T h e  enn- 
m ries check their ti-li supp ly , and now comes th e  hom esteader locating every desira­
ble -its*. They all su p p lan t th e  native ami m ake his livelihood m ore and m ore 
precarious.

Ucv. Norman 11. Harrison. Prpsbyturisin missionary at Haines, says:
T h ere  a re  aU.mt -  >0 o r 275 natives ill th is locality, who for the  m ost part a re  striv ­

ing for cleanliness and giving up th e  large com m unal houses. T hese people, the  
I 'h ilk iita , form erly had a rpputaliou for liclng a fierce and warlike people, hut this 
has pnsseil away. T heir g reatest moral draw hack is the presence of those w ho nre 
ready to  sell and give in to x im tiu g  d rin k , and the  difficulty here  is to get n ju ry  to 
convict th e  offender. O n  th e  whole, good progress has l*ecn m ade in  th e ir  m oral 
status. T hey are  an independent, self-supporting js 'op le  and have hu t few paupers, 
w hich is rem arkable considering  th e ir  frerjiicnt sickness am i th e  expense of living 
lu re . T hg  recent poor fi.-liing ami the  presence of fish traps, allowed b y law , has 
w orked a hardship , since !i-liiug was th e ir  principal m eans of livelihood. T heir 
p rin rip a l m eans of *iip |iort is liuuling, fishing, d ry in g  salm on, {Hitting up ticrries, 
ferry ing  up  the  Chi lent, carpen tering  and  cutting  w ood, nnd day laltor. T he) are 
ijuite tru stw o rth y , as far as h o n e d ) is concerned. W e have some who are  decidedly 
re liable  in every respect. T heir relations w ith th e  w hile |>eople a re  not usually 
helpful, as m an) of th e  w hites h ere  care very little  for their real welfare and lim it 
th e ir  in te res t in them  In th e g .d u  derived from  th e ir  trade. I th in k  th e  law perm it­
ting  fish traps should lie modified. A law com pelling th e  a ttendance of the  ch ild ren  
at school is needed.

Dr. II. B. 1* tut noil s, of Skitgwiiy, says:
Prior to coming to A laska I was physician in charge of an Ind ian  agency in W ash­

ington. I have had a large practice am ong th e  native* and am fam iliar with th e ir 
a ilm en ts and social conditions. Fnlargctnciit and  disin tegration  of th e  lym phatic  
glands, m ost generally th e  cervical ones, is w hat th e  m ajority  of them  suffer from,
and  th is  is cot only a ttr ib u te d  to syphilis , hut m y opinion is th a t it is due to
ind iscrim inate  cohabitation . This ind iscrim inate  cohabitation  has long ex isted , and 
a- a coi)sei|iienio ih ■ y a rc  ignorant of she identity  of their fathers, w hich  leads to
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intert-ourae In-tween blood relative*. Thia condition reduce* g landular drgenera- 
lion and  m ure than  like ly  accounts (or small families xml th e  ste rility  of m any of 
the female*!. W heoever a na tive  wom an U-ars ch ild ren  by a  w hite  fa ther the 
offsprings are healthy , well developed, and J believe entirely  free front glandular 
disintegration. T he n e x t  com moo abnorm al condition  is caries of the  teeth . I 
a ttrib u te  th is to  the a ltered  food conditions. P rio r to th e  adven t of the  white 
men th ey  livest upon h a rd  and partially  cooked fowls, which required a  great deal 
of m astication, necessitating strong jaw bones and powerful muscles, which is the 
physical characteris tic  of th e  old In d ia n a  T h e ir  jaw s are large und square, with 
well-developed m asticating  muscles, th u s  giving th e  tee th  p lenty  uf room, w ilh r.o 
overcrow ding; bu t it is d ifferen t with th e  younger generation, w ith whom we find 
jaws th a t are sm all an d  fragile, ill-developed muscles, teeth irregular and  over­
crowded. T his is one of the ]>cnaltic9 they  suffer for acquiring a tss te  for o u r food 
and adop ting  o u r cu linary  process Venereal diseases of all types are  frequently 
seen in all th e ir  various stage#, due m ore to th e  fact of their inab ility  to take care of 
them selves and th e ir  ow n application of the  laws of heredity . Pulm onary diseases 
are not any  m ore frequent am ong them  than  w ith  o th e r  people. O th er diseases are 
rare, and , like th e  w hite population, th ey  are  particularly  exem pt from those ailm ents 
which a re  so com m on elsew here, thia being one of tb e  health iest countries I have 
ever lived in. “ Senile c a ta ra c t '' is frequently  m et w ith , and apoplexy is the comm on 
cause of death  w ith  th e  uld. T hey en joy  alcoholic beverages, the  ravages of which 
are m ore d u e  to th e  q u a lity  of w hat th ey  are able to buy than  to th e  quan tity  they  
d rink . I th ic k  th e  rnoft hum ane th iu g  the  G overnm ent can do to  im prove their 
condition  is to m ake th em  m ore independent. Give them  a practical and technical 
train ing  in gardening, th e  care of ch ild ren , cows, and pigs; leach them  how to  build 
fishing boats an d  m ake fishing nets. L e t them  be tau g h t th e  a rt of curing th e  fish 
w ith w hich these  w aters abound , and provide them  w ith the m eans of pu tting  their 
produce on th e  m arket. In  th is  way would be developed a hardy  race ol tribes by 
the  sea am i th e  world a t  large reap  a benefit from th is  great storehouse of fish food. 
Let th e ir education  be practical and technical, ami less religious, for while both are 
good, t h j  first is of param ount im portance.

D r .  S . M. I  ra se  r ,  s u r g e o n  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  m o u n te d  
po lice ,  a t  P l e a s a n t  C a m p ,  s a y s :

T he p r e s e n t  diseases am ong the Chilcnt tribes a re  phthisis, scrofula, pneum onia, 
rheum atism , syphilis, gonorrhea, am i diseases of th e  eyes. T he death  ra te  from 
these is m uch  larger th an  it should be, and th e  general death  ra te  is very much 
larger th an  am ong th e  whites. I believe th a t it is g rea ter than  the  b ir th  rate. They 
raise com paratively  few ch ild ren , largely due to the  exposure of th e  women in the 
w ater w hile  trave ling  up  and dow n th e  rivers. W h eth er they  take  special m easures 
to p reven t pregnancy 1 do  no t know, h u t it is a  fact that very m any  do n o t bear 
ch ild ren . T h e  cause of m any of these diseases will suggest them selves. T h ere  are 
m any m easures w hich m ight lie taken to  reduce the  p resent d eath  ra te  ami to  m iti­
gate th e  p rev alen t diseases. These a re  principally hygienic ami sanitary . In  the  
sum m er th ey  live m ore o r less under rnnvns; in th e  w inter in houses nearly square, 
w ith o u t partitions, th e  cen ter of th e  roof being open, a raised platform  ex tend ing  
around  th e  in te rio r of th e  building, ab o u t S feet wide, being :h e  living, sleeping, ami 
eating space, th e  cen ter beine reserved for an open fire. !n one of these buildings 
m any fam ilies live. T h e ir  m ode of living, it is evident, would he conducive to a ll 
diseases caused by void and exposure, and  particu larly  favorable to th e  propagation 
of such diseases as phth isis, etc. No precautions are  taken in th e  disposal of secre­
tions and excretions. I have frequently  seen ch ild ren  come out and  evacuate w ithin 5 
feet of th e  door, vv hile th e  o lder natives pass along a path  into th e  th ick  grow th to th e  
rear cf th e  building. T h e  vegetation grows rank im m ediately  around  th e  buildings.
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E ith e r  in to  th is  o r a round  the  door general refuse is th row n. The ImiMnips are  Irorn 
■r«0 to  I .to feet from th e  water, nnd till* space seem* to lie uMlixiil in n  •liim pini'jjronnil. 
In  t h e  fall, a f te r  th e  fish ing  season, th e  stench in n u  ll th a t on ly  th e  initiated ••an |« M  
w ith o u t I wing nauseated. ConsideringthottliOVe conditions, which have lieengoingnn 
for yean., in it to lie w ondered a t  if th e  Indium* are  till healthful ntid th e  above diseases 
p rev alen t, o r will it lie strangu if a  severe epidemic* neeur>< am ong them  am i carries 
off th e  g reater part of the population? My observations am ong them  lor th e  past 
five y ears, w hile liv ing  in th is v icin ity , induce? me to ladieve that such m ust be th e  
case, unless very active measure? are  taken  for its prevention liefore it ha* taken 
ho ld . To give von an  instance how disease m ay spread 1 adore any nction may he 
tak en , a ls iu t tw o years ago sm allpox was prevalent along th e  coast, a few au th en tic  
cases ex isting  a t  .Skagway, an d  it waa reported to lie am ong the  Indians a t H aines 
and  K htkw an. A fem ale native of K htkw nn was reported to Is* ill w ith th e  disease 
an d  had been laid u p  a  week o r  an w ith  fever nnd snlwerjueiit rash , du rin g  w h irh  
tim e natives were in and ou t o f th e  building. In  the  in terests of m y (iovem m ent, 
nnd w ith  a  view of lim ling o u t  defin itely  the n a tu re  of th e  disease, I visited tier, a t 
w h ich  lim e sh e  was surrounded hy ab o u t one dow n  natives T he case was no t 
sm allpox . I m ention th is case to  show  you th a t, ns it was no one 'a  business to go, 
none  went. T he nearest physician  refus.il, and  th e  people of Porcupine w ent to 
considerab le  trouble  to  keep all K lukw an native* aw ay, un til 1 rc|>urted the  case no t 
to be  sm allpox. In conclusion, it is m y opinion th a t m uch m ight be done to  b e tte r 
tb e ir  condition, and  I consider these* re la te  principally  to  san ita tion  and hygiene, 
in c lud ing  com pulsory vaccination. In  (a d , any action taken m o t  be com pulsory, 
am i th e  sam e as would lie d irected  by any com petent h«anl of hea lth  in a  civilised 
com m unity .

M r .  W i l l i a m  M . C a r le ,  o f  H o o tm h ,  m ivs :

T h ere  are alm ut 600 natives h ere  nnd jinsaihly "00 in ad jacen t settlem ents. In  
sum m er th ey  scatter over th e ir  fishing ground? for a radius of 75 m 'tcs from th is 
village, each family hav ing  its ow n salmon stream , *n w hich o thers do  n o t fish. 
H u n tin g  and fishing have furnished them  subsistence. T hey do  som e planting, bu t 
h av e  no tools; raise som e garden vegetables; g a th e r large quantities of berries, w hi**h 
th e y  preserve in scnl oil. L ately  m any of them  work for th* canneries in sum m er. 
Sea c.tier has been a large sou nr* of revenue, bu t it has alm ost di-apj>can.*d. Every 
m an  his own c a r[« n tc r; they  build  th e ir  own houses They live for the most p a rt 
in com m unal houses. Some are  w ry  d ir ty  in th e ir  habits; other* a re  clean in appear­
an ce  and  in th e ir  houses, in ocu la ted  w ith syphilitic  poison nnd fall an  easy prey to  
consum ption . C hronic  sores w hich  ra n  har.llv  be healed are com m on; sore eyes 
a lm o st universal. T h e  w hite m an owes to th e  Alaskan native n large bill to m ake 
u p  f* r th e  curse of th e  civilization lie has brought. Polygamy mid jo ly a n d ry  pre­
v iously  ex isted ; b u t o n e  ease rem ains a t present. They have been very im pure  in 
th e ir  social h ab its  an d  ad u lte ry  is std l frequent. They tell the  tru th , except w here 
th e ir  |*ersonal welfare is a t bazar Life is safer am ong them  th an  am ong th e  whites.
T h e ft is uncomm on. I would n**t hesita te  to tru st them  with any sum  ol m oney f..r 
sale-keeping. T hey d o  not th in k  it w rong to cheat a n b ite  m an in a trade. D runk­
en n ess is less com m on am ong them  th an  am ong the a bites. T here  arc very few 
w b ite s  h e re—not enough to  cause an y  friction am ong the  natives. T hey m ake com ­
p la in t against th e  tan n eries  tak in g  possession of th e ir  stream s. I feel th a t w rong has 
lieen done, bu t can no t go in to  detail*. Am fearful the  hom estead law will bring  
se ttle rs  am ong them . They fe.ir th a t  th e y  will be placed on a  reservation. T hey  
h av e  t i “ ii th e  victim s " f  d ishonest law yers; give im proper advice as to th e ir  rights 
a n d  charge them  ex o rb itan t fees. T hey are sim ple m inded an d  th in k  th a t  any  w ritten  
s ta te m en t from a  w hite  man is a e o a ra n ty  of title. Edtieatiun should  be com pulsory ; 
h osp ita ls  should l*e provided: c itizensh ip  should be provided as soon as they  abandon
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th e ir heath en  (easts and potU irbes and tribal governm ent; free legal advice should  
be given by some person w orthy  of giving it. T h e  hom estead law  should be  extended 
to  them , b u t its requirem ents should be la s . *

W il l i a m  A . K e l l e y ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  I n d i a n  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n i n g  s ch o o l  
a t  S i t k a ,  s a y s :

The natives of S itka a re  self-supporting and anxious to  im prove th e ir  m ental and 
moral conditions. They are teachable am i a in en ab !' to  law a n d  o rder and w orthy  
of sym pathy  and  encouragem ent. They are  in a  stage of transition  and handicapped 
by traditions, en v ironm en t, and the  w h ite  m an 's  an x ie ty  for th e ir  ex tin c tio n . In 
po in t of sob rie ty  and in tegrity  m any of the  pupils from  our school p u t  to sbutne 
those who speak ill of tnem . T he natives of th e  C opper River a re  in a  p itiab le  con­
dition and  unab le  by th e ir  own efforts to rise from th e  condition of squalor and 
poverty. T h ey  need food and clothing. The natives < f the  K usokw in a re  in d e s ti­
tu te  circunistanres; th e ir sources of food supply  well-nigh cu t off. T h e  rig h ts  of 
citizenship shou ld  be ex tended  to  all respectable, self-supporting natives. To those 
who have renounced o ld  customs nnd can read and w rite  should  be g ran ted  the  
rig h t to vote. T h is  privilege would be a  g n a t  incentive to th em  to educate  th e ir  
children a n d  sever th e ir  tribal relations. The to tem  is th e  basis of th e ir  pa tria rrh a l 
form of religious governm ent. Around th e  totem  is grouped sham anism , w itchcraft, 
potlatches, and  o th e r  a tten d an t evils.

D r.  J .  C . K o o s b c r ,  h e a l lh  off icer a t  S i t k a ,  s a y s :

During m y residence of fourteen years h e re  I have been th row n m uch in to  contact 
w ith the natives professionally. I have failed to notice an y  b e tte rm en t e ith e r in his 
physical, m oral, 01 in tellectual condition. 11 any th ing , th e re  has been a  retrograda- 
tion. T here  are about 1,000 of them  here, w ith an increasing m o rta lity . Tulier- 
culosis and venereal diseases a re  rap id ly  divesting  th e ir  ranks, w hich is d u e  to 
unhygienic su rroundings and  absence of m edical advice am i relief T h e  houses are 
all two-story, consisting of one large room on each  door. The occupants of each 
room average ab o u t 30. Persons affected by tuberculosis ex |x-ctorate on th e  floor as 
a rule, w ith th e  inev itab le  result of con tan rn a tlo n  of the  rest. T he e x cre ta  of each 
individual is deposited on the  ground close to the house. The in te rio r of th e  average 
Indian dw elling is the  filthiest im aginable. A fter deaths from contagious diseases 
their crowded room s are never subjected to airing, fum igation, o r  cleanings in any  
form. T be resu lt is th e  num erous m orta lity , h u t as long as th e re  conditions p re ­
vail there w ill be a  gradual increase in th e  death rate. No water-closets o r priv ies 
exist. No fresh w ater su p p ly  is available except from  a little  d itc h  in th e  cen ter of 
the village, com ing from a  cem etery, ami doubtless |iussing th rough  m an y  graves. 
At the  end of th e  village tb ev  get a supply  from a pipe lead ing  from  a  sw am p w here  
there is a  large m ass of decom posed vegetable m atter. All garbage a n d  refuse is 
throw n out on th e  ground I'efore the house, w here  the accum ulation of years nnd 
years of tilth  results in num erous disease-producing organism s, especially  of tu b e r ­
cle bacillus, and unless som e vigorous m easure is adopted  very sh o rtly  the sick 
Indian will he a  trad itio n a l personage.

Congenital deform ities a re  very prevalent, due  largely to unsk illed  assistance 
during ch ild b irth . T hey seldom  call physicians in those cases. V enereal diseases nre 
very p re v a len t I would su *gest th a t  a  physician  be appo in ted  to  visit th e  village 
sem im onthly, arm ed w ith au tho rity  to m ake a  house-to-house in f le c tio n , an d  to 
instruct in cleanliness and to dem and its enforcem ent. Consum ption can  only hie 
eradicated by  isolation of those affected. This can on ly  be rcco in p lish ed  by th e  
erection of hospitals.

As show n by th e  church  records, there were am ong the  com m unicants d u rin z  th e  
three  years 73 b ir th s  ami Do deaths.
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Rev. Curtis P. Coc, superintendent of the Baptist Orplianapc and 

Industrial School, on Wood Island, near Kodiak, says:
F or ib e  m oet p a r t  th e y  live in  co m fo rtab le  h o m es, ra ise  vegetables, such  as p o ta ­

toes an d  tu rn ip s , su ffic ien t for h o m e co n su m p tio n . T h ey  d ry  an d  sa lt  fish, w h ich  
com poses th e  la rg e r p a r t  of th e  food of th e  p o o re r  peop le. T h e y  w ork o ccasionally , 
b u t th e re  is  n o  sa tis fac to ry  w o rk  fo r th e m . F o r  Ih e  m oet p a r t  th ey  a re  v e ry  poor. 
V irtu e  is  n o t a lto g e th e r  u n k n o w n . T h ey  a re  t r u s tw o r th y  so lo n g  as h u n g e r  co m p els  
th e m  to  w ork , b u t  w hen  th e y  h a v e  a  l i t t le  m o n e y  th e ir  des ire  fo r  liquo r ge ts t h e  bet- 
te r  of th e m .

T he re la tio n e  be tw een  th e  w h ite s  an d  n a tiv e s  a re  am icab le . T hese  p eo p le  will 
soon pain aw ay  un less so m e  su b s tan tia l a id  is g iv e n  th em . T h e  officials an d  re p re ­
se n ta tiv e s  o f th e  G o v e rn m e n t sh o u ld  liv e  m o re  d e c e n t lives. T h ey  sh o u ld  b e  p ro­
vided  w ith  sa la rie s  su ffic ien t to  su p p o r t th e m  a n d  n o t b e  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  fees col­
lected T b e  e x a c t  legal s ta tu s  o f  m an y  of th ese  p eop le  sh o u ld  lie d e te rm in e d , siuce 
th o se  w h o  a re  d e sc e n d a n ts  of R ussian  fa th e rs  . sse r l th e i r  A m erican  c i t iz e n s h ip  and 
claim  th e  r ig h t  to  p u rch ase  liq u o r. S a lo o n -lice i.se  law s sh o u ld  b e  s 'r ic t ly  en fo rced , 
if n o t a b n lish e J . T h e  c h ild re n  m ak e  good p ro g ress in  school, a n d  c o m p u lso ry  ed u ­
cation  sh o u ld  be  en fo rced . A laska  sh o u ld  b e  d iv id e d  in to  school d is tr ic ts  a n d  a 
su p e rv iso r p laced  over e a c h  d is tr ic t w h o  w ould  v is it  th e  schools. G ra tu ito u s  d is tr i­
bution  o f su p p lie s  w ould in d u ce  laziness. I d o  n o t  lieliev*. in ra tio n in g  th e  n a tiv e s  
ex cep t in  cases o f  s ic k n ess an d  d ire  d e s titu t io n . O fficers s im ila r  to In d ia n  a g e n ts  
shou ld  be a p p o in te d .to  le a c h  th ese  p eo p le  in a g r ic u ltu re  and  sto ck  ra is in g , a n d  th e  
G o v ern m en t sh o u ld  aid th e m  in  fo u n d in g  h e rd s  o f c a ttle , sh e ep , p o u ltry , etc. C a t­
tle  in m a n y  p laces can liv e  in  th is  locality  th ro u g h  th e  w in te r  w ith o u t food o r  sh e l­
te r. T h e  n a tiv e s  can n o t  u n d e r ta k e  th is  a lo n e , a s  th e y  a re  to o  poor. T h ey  sh o u ld  
lie encouraged  in  g a rd e n in g  a n d  a g r ic u ltu re . N o p la n s  sh o u ld  be a d o p te d  w h ich  
would o b lite ra te  fam ily ties . P o u ltry  d o e s  w ell h e re  a n d  could lie su p p lied  w i th o u t  
g rea t o u tla y . Cow 3 do  w ell an d  g ive la rg e  q u a n ti t ie s  o f m ilk . By c a r tfu l  in s tru c ­
tion  th e se  p eop le  w ould  soon learn  to  b eco m e se lf-su p p o rtin g  from  ag ricu ltu re . 
T h e re  a re  m an y  large a re a s  of til la b le  so il in th is  locality .

J . G. Kapp, postmaster at Karlack, says:
T h e  n a tiv e s  fish for th e  c a n n e r ie s  d u r in g  th e  su m m e r  season a n d  som e fin 1 e m p lo y ­

m en t a t  o th e r  b ines. T h e y  h u n t  and  t r a p  in  t h e  w in te r. T h e ir  m oral s ta tu s  and 
tru stw orth iness , is  n o t o f  a  h ig h  o rd e r. T h e y  a re  g e n e ra lly  co m m u n ican ts  o f  th e  
G reek  C h u rc h  a n d  h av e  so  m an y  h o lid ay s  to  o b se rv e  th a t  th e ir  se rv ices a r e  no t 
d es irab le  am o n g  th e  can n e rie s , co n seq u en tly  m e n  are  b ro u g h t iu  by th e  com pani-ta 
each season . A n d  ag a in , th e y  a re  so g iv en  to  in to x ic a tin g  d r in k  as to  m a k e  th e ir  
serv ices u n d e s ira b le . T h e  com jian ies u su a lly  b r in g  I ta l ia n s  a n d  C hinese , w h o  fetch  
w ith  th e m  large  q u a n titie s  of v e ry  in fe rio r  liq u o r, w h ic h  is illic itly  so ld  to  th e  
natives. T h e  w h ite  m a n  tak es  th is  v ile  stu ff am o n g  th e  n a tiv e s  for im m o ra l p u r ­
poses. I t  h a s  been  re p o rte d  to  m e  th a t  on  se v e ra l occasions th e  n a tiv e  m en  h a v e  
sold th e  use  of th e  w ives to w h ite  m en  fo r liq u o r, in  o n e  in stan c e  o n e  w o m an  to 
13 I ta lia n s  fo r  1 gallon  of liq u o r, an d  a t  o th e r  t im e s  to C h in a m e n  for a b o ttle . T h e re  
a re  a  few n a tiv e s  h ere  w h o  do n o t use liq u o r, tb e  ch ief b e in g  o n e  of th e m , b u t  h e  is 
pow erless to  p re v e n t i t  a m o n g  th e  o th e rs . A s fa r as I k now , th e re  h as b e e n  no 
e n c ro a c h m e n t on  th e ir  possessory  r ig h ts  b y  w h ite  m en. A s tr ic t  enforce m c n t o f  th e  
law  p re v e n tin g  th e  sale of liq u o r is th e  g re a te s t need in  th is  locality .

M. U. Brown, postmaster at Apollo , says:
T h e ir  c o n d itio n  is g en era lly  p itiab le . T h e y  a r e  d iseased  an d  f req u e n tly  h a v e  no t 

enough  to  ea t. L iv e  p r in c ip a lly  by  h u n tin g  an d  fishing. O ccasionally  som e of th e m  
a re  e m p lo y e d  in th e  m in es h e re , b u t can  n o t be d ep en d ed  u p o n  for sa tis fac to ry  w o rk ;



not »> trustworthy as form erly. Morally one ran find little fault, except in their 
loose sexual relations and drunkenness, Irat in this they are not lower than the 
white men who lead them into excesses. They all belong to the Greek Church. 
There is a private hospital belonging to the mine in this town, but it ia not open to 
the natives, although the physician at the mines treats them when called ujion. 
Their relations with the whites are friendly, hut not conducive to their welfare. 
T h ey derive a great deal of their revenue from the sea, formerly from the sea otter, 
which has almost disappeared. Owing to the location of the mines here, their situa­
tion is liolter than that of their neighbors, whose conditions are most pitiable. Most 
o f them have a morbid ap|ietitc for liquor. The only way to help them is to have 
honest, married, paid police officials. Without medical aid to put them on their 
feet again but little ran be done for them.

D r. Joseph A. Silverman, o f Apollo , sttys:
P u lm o n a ry  tn l 'c rc u lo s is  p rev a ils  am o n g  th e m . T h e  v as t m a jo r ity  of m y  cases 

h a v e  Itoon o f n venereal n a tu re . N early  a ll of th e  w om en  h av e  so m e u te r in e  o r 
o v a rian  d isense, d u e  to  se x u a l excess a n d  lax m orals. T h e  only g o v e rn m en ta l 
ac tio n  n ee d e d  lies a lo n g  m oral lines, an d  th a t  is n e e d e d  b a d ly . I h a v e  n e v e r  seen  
so m a n y  p eop le  liv ing  in  o p en  a d u lte ry . C ou ld  Ihese  jieop le  lie m ade to  lead m oral 
lives m id fo rb id d en  th e  u se  o f  a lcoho lic  d r in k s ,  th e  h e a l th  in  th is  co m m u n ity  w ould 
I w good . A co m m iss io n er sh o u ld  lie a p p o in te d  at th is  p lace , w h ich  w ould  be  u g rea t 
h e lp  in se t tl in g  a  m a jo rity  o f th e  tro u b le s  h e re .

Mr. A . W . Newhnll, superintendent o f the Jesse Lee Home, 
Unnluska, says:

T h e  A le u ts  live in sod h u ts  bu ilt p a r tly  u n d e r  g ro u n d , c o n ta in in g  o n e  sm all room . 
E x c e p t in  v illages w h e re  w h ite  m en  live th e y  a re  h u n te r s  a n d  fishers, Hnd m a n y  of 
th e m  h e re  find e m p lo y m e n t in coaling  vessolp. T h e  m oral s ta n d a rd  is n o t h igh . 
T h e y  a re  m u ch  g iven  to  d ru n k e n n e ss , b o th  m en  n n d  w om en. W h en  n o t d ru n k  
th e y  a re  law -ab id in g , y e t  n re  m uch  given to  fa lseh o o d , th o u g h  th e ft is q u ite  rare . 
M uch h a rm  h as re su lte d  from  th e  p resen c e  o f saloon*.

Mr. A. E. Bain, postmaster at St. Michncl. says:
T h e ir  c o n d itio n  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ts  r iv a l th e  filth in ess  of th e  D igger In d ian s . P oor 

food, w o rse  v e n tila tio n , a n d  10 to 1*» p erso n s  liv in g  in sm a ll h u ts  hav e  in d u ced  co n ­
su m p tio n  nnd  sy p h ilis , w h ic h  h av e  b ecom e h e re d ita ry . I t  is  o n ’y a q u es tio n  o f tim e  
w h en  th e  r ic e  w ill b ecom e e x tin c t . T h e ir  p rin c ip a l o c c u p a tio n  is fish ing  an d  t r a p ­
p ing . M a n y  of th e m  a re  d eck  h an d s , lab o re rs , e tc ., s in c e  th e  ad  vent of th e  w h ite  
m an . T h e i r  so le su p p ly  is fish, s im n le m e n te d  by t r a d in g  sk in s  for a  li t t le  flour, tea , 
a n d  suga r, an d  as th e  c a tc h  of fish m is  y e a r  h a s  hco n  v e ry  l ig h t  th e re  is lm nnd  to  lie 
g re a t su ffe rin g  th is  w in te r . T h e  c o n d itio n  h a s  n ev e r b een  as l a d  as now , th e re  being  
no w o rk  fo r th em  d u r in g  th e  w in ter. T h e  m oral J ta tu s  is goo d  an d  th e y  nre docile  
a n d  jx-acenble. T h e  w h ite s  h av e  tre a te d  th e m  w ith  ju s tic e  a n d  m o d e ra tio n . Schools 
h av e  b een  recen tly  e s ta b lis h e d  an d  th e  p ro g ress o f th e  y o u n g  is as to n ish in g . If nil 
• if th e se  n a tiv e s  w ere  g a th e re d  an d  p la n te d  in th e  T a n a n a  o r so m e o th e r  a g ric u ltu ra l 
d is tr ic t  a n d  th e re  ta u g h t  to  w ork  in th e  r ig h t  w ay , i t  w ou ld  o n ly  b e  a  q u es tio n  of 
t im e  w h e n  th e y  m ig h t be  se .f-su p p o rtih g . T h is , to  m y  m in d , secins th e  o n ly  feasible 
p lan  of sa v in g  th e m  from  e x tin c tio n .

Lieut. L . M. Hathaway, assistant surgeon o f  the army post. Fo rt 
Davis, at Nome says:

T h e  n a tiv e s  a re  n o t o f a  ro b u st ty p e , a n d  b e in g  a em ail c h ild - lik e  race, do  no t 
know  h o w  to  p ro v id e  a g a in s t th e  h a rd s h ip s  of life in th is  r ig o ro u s  c lim a te . T h e ir



(owl if ofu-n insufficient, consisting chiefly o( fish, sail fish, and oil, with some 0nm e 
ami whatever they can get from the white man. Th ey are very  filthy am) lire 
crowded together in tenta during the rummer ami sod liuta during the winter, the 
latter having no proviaion (or ventilation, the one nhject being to kr .p out the cold. 
The poor and insufficient food, over crowding and rile  air, and the intense cold pre­
dispose the contraction of many diseases and render them very feeble. There is 
evidence to show that the native population we* formerly much larger In this vicin­
ity than at present. The beach is dotted with the remain* of sod bouses, and at 
Safety Harbor there is an old burial ground four miles long, o>er which their graves 
are th ickly distributed. During the years lfidd to 1S40 smallpox prevailed exten­
sively among them nnd has occurred periodically since Ihen. The scourge of Die race 
is tuberculosis, w hich prevails in pulmonary ami other forma. Pneumonia and bron­
chitis are very  prevalent, and rheumatism, typhoid fever, and incaslcs often ocrur. 
Venereal diseases are fairly prevalent Many other diseases exist among them, hut 
the ones mentioned, together with starvation and the effects of the intense cold, 
appear to exert the greatest influence in decreasing their number. It is difficult to 
see what action the Governm ent might Like (or their betterment. T h ey  are a rov­
ing race and would not do well if restricted to reservations, though stations for the 
issue of rations might he provided and placed in charge of reliable agents, and a hos­
pital he provided for the treatment of the sick.

D r. Edward N. H ill, health officer fo r the city of Nome, says:
T h e  p rin c ip a l cause  o f d e a th  is tu b e rc u lo s is  an d  n e x t  com e b ro n c h itis  an il k in d re d  

lung tro u b les. T h e y  su c cu m b  v e ry  q u ic k ly  to a n y  k in d  of lu n g  tro u b le . T h e re  
sh ou ld  lie a law  m ak in g  th e  sa le  o r  g iv ing  of w h isk y  to th e m  a fe lony , as n ea rly  all 
of th e ir  tro u b le s  a re  a t t r ib u ta b le  to  w h isk y . I an. a d r in k in g  m a n  m y se lf, h u t  say  
w ith o u t fear of c o n tra d ic tio n  t h a t  w h isk y  is  th e  cu rse  o f th e  n a tiv es . T h e  d e a th  
rate  ex cee d s th a t  o f th e  w h ite s  h e r e  50 p e r cenL  T h e re  sh o u ld  he  a p p o in te d  a t o n c e  
som e re liab le  m an  w h o  u n d e rs ta n d s  th e  n a tiv e  language, a s  a  s o r t  of a g e n t  fo r th e  
natives on th is  coast, w ith  p o w er to  send  to  th e  c o m m a n d in g  officer of th e  a rm y  p ee l 
such n a tiv e s  as a re  n e e d y , for ra tio n s , o r  w ho sh o u ld  he  given a s to c k  o f  goods to 
trad e  w ith  th e se  E sk im o s w ho  sh o u ld  w ish  to tra d e . T h e y  are  a k in d ly  disjvoeed 
people, g ra te fu l fo r w h a t ia d o n e , b u t  lack o rd er, a n d  a re  v e ry  sh iftless .

D r. A. L. Derbyshire, assistant surgeon, Marine-Hospital Service, 
Nome, says:

I h av e  fo u n d  th e m  to  b e  tra c ta b le  an d  a p p re c ia tiv e , an d  w ith  p ro p e r  h a n d lin g  th e y  
m ig h t becom e se lf- su p p o r tin g a o d  usefu l. D uring  th e  su m m e r m o n th s  th e y  m an ag e  to  
su b sist co m fo rtab ly , b u t  fail to p ro v id e  fo r th e  long  w in te rs . F ish in g  a n d  b u n tin g  
sta tio n s  m ig h t lie p ro v id e d  a t  su ita b le  p laces a lo n g  th e  coast an il th e  n a tiv es s u p ­
plied w ith  im p le m e n ts  a n d  a  p o r tio n  of th e ir  p ro d u c ts  re ta in ed  by  th e  ag e n t a n d  
sto red  in  w areh o u ses, to  be issued  to  th e m  w h en  n e e d e d  o r  so ld  for th e i r  b e n e f i t  
P ro p e r  food, sh e lte r , a n d  a  lib e ra l supply  o f soap  a n d  w ate r w ou ld  sim p lify  th e  
m edical questio n . C o n tra c ts  sh o u ld  be  m a d e  w ith  e s tab lish ed  h o sp ita ls  a t  re a so n a b le  
rates, o r  th e  h o sp ita ls  a t  F o r t  D av is o r  m a rin e  h o sp ita l h e re  k e p t o j* n  co n tin u o u s ly  
for tb e ir  benefit. T h e  p re v a ilin g  d iseases a re  th o se  in c u rre d  from  too  in t im a te  asso ­
ciation  w ith  c iv iliza tio n , su c h  as sy p h ilis , tu b e rcu lo sis , p a rasitic  sk in  d iseases, a n d  
a ilm en ts  p ro d u ced  b y  ch a n g e  of d ie t  and  h a b its  of life. M easles c a rr ie s  off n u m b e rs  
o l th e m . P n e u m o n ia  an d  la  g r ip p e  a re  p re v a le n t  a t  tim es. S h o u ld  sm a llp o x  g e t  a 
footing it w o u ld  m a k e  h avoc. T h e re  sh o u ld  he  som e p rov isio n  fur co m p u lso ry  
vaccination.



l lu g h  J . Leo, I ’ nited States eouiniisijioner, Wales, Alaska, north o f 
Nome, savx:

T hen* nrv  a ln m t 500 native.* in th is  v ic in ity . T he p rin c ip a l venation  is lim itin g  
a n d  fish ing . In  1!X)2 e ig h t  w ha les w ere cau g h t, w h ich  m ad e  food p len tifu l d u r in g  
t h a t  year. D uring  th is  season  n o  w hales an d  b u t  few w alru s h a v e  been  cau g h t, w ith  
t h e  re su lt  t h a t  a ll h u t  tw o  o r  th re e  fam ilies h a v e  left th e  v illag e—go n e  m ostly  to 
N o m e to  t r a d e  in curios— for th e  [nirjioso o f  g e tt in g  as m u ch  w h ite  m a n 's  food for th e  
co m in g  w in te r  as possib le. T h e y  d id  n o t leave h e re  u n til  a l te r  a ll  ch an ce  of k illin g  
w alrus h ad  |« * im*1. T hey  a re  m o re  th r if ty  h e re  th a n  th o se  n e a re r  th e  c e n te rs  of 
c iv iliz a tio n . O ue n a tiv e  h e re  h as  a  sto re , w h ich  lie m anages h im self, a n d  is q u ite  a  
b u sin e ss m ini. T h e ir  e<de o f m o ra ls  w ould h a rd ly  do in  soiiip p a r ts  of th e  U n ited  
S la te s . T h e y  m a rry  an d  liv e  to g e th e r  f o r a  tim e  a n d  th e n  change. T h ey  ta k e  w ives, 
a* i t  w ere , o n  p m h it i iin . If  sa tis fac to ry , w ell an d  g o o d ; if n o t, th e y  try  a n o th e r . 
In  a  g re a t iiu tn la T  of cases th e y  leave th e ir  f irs t w ives, h u t  th e y  fin d  congenial sp ir its  
a m i live to g e th e r. M id d le -ag ed  couples se ldom  se p a ra te . T h e y  a n ' tru s tw o r th y  in 
e v e ry  w ay. I w ould  n o t h e s i ta te  to  send  a n y  u in o n n l o f m o n e y  by th em . T h e ir  
r ig h ts  a m  n o t in te rfe re d  w ith , e x c e p t in  th e  m a t te r  of d r i f tw o o d . I t  is a  custom  
a m o n g  th e  n a tiv e s  to  lay  o n e  log of d r if t w ood across a n o th e r ,  o r  to ptnnd i t  up 
a g a in s t  an  o ld  s tu m p  o r  ruck . T h a t m eans th n t  i t  is ta k e n , an d  n o  n a tiv e  ex cep l th e  
o n e  w ho  p laces it  th e re  w o u ld  ta k e  it. T h e  w h ite  m an d o e s  n o t recognize th is  r ig h t, 
a n d  w h e n  h e  tak es  th e  w ood  in  th is  co n d itio n  th e  n a tiv e  th in k s  he  is stea ling . 
W h e n  th e y  live ab o u t w h ite  se ttle m e n ts  th ey  fo rm  n d e s ire  for w h ite  m a n 's  food, an d  
fa ilin g  to  lay  up  a  su p p ly  th e y  liecouie tra m p s in  w inlcr, an d  a r e  a  n u isa n ce  to  th e  
w h ite  m an . W e hav e  a  re in d e e r  h e rd  of a lm u t 1,500 h e te , ab o u t h a lf  of w h ich  belongs 
to  th e  n a tiv es . I am  to ld  th a t  th e  n a tiv es  75 o r  100 m ile s  u p  th e  ro a s t a re  w ith o u t 
food now (S e p te m lie r  12, 100.1), a n d  1 fear t h a t  th e  n a tiv e s  w ho  h a v e  left th is  v illage 
to  tra d e  w ill n o t  se cu re  food en o u g h  to  last th e m  th ro u g h  th e  w in te r . I th in k  th e  
re in d e e r  b u sin e ss, pp> |w rly  c a rr ie d  on, w ould  Is; a  good iliin g  fo r th e  native? I was 
in  lire e O la n d  in 1S03, 1MM, 1>'.I5, 180C. a n d  1807, an d  saw a  g re a t d ea l of th e  natives, 
■vlio a re  ju s t  lik e  these . T h e  g o v e rn m e n t th e r e  cares fo r th e  n a tiv e s  w h ile  ru n n in g  
co m m erc ia l com p an ies w h ic h  b u y  a ll furs, o ils, e tc ., so  th a t  th e  n a tiv e s  g e t goods at 
cost, a n d  th e y  g e t full va lu e  fo r th e ir  p roduce . W h ile  th e  D an ish  t io v e rn m e n t does 
n o t m ak e  m oney o u t of it, it is n o t m a k in g  p a u p e rs  out of th e  natives'. I t  m ig h t be 
a  good p lan  in A laska.

The hiipcrinteiidciit o f the H o ly  Cros* Mission, tlic Inrirpst mission 
on the Yukon K iver. and one o f the largest in Alaska, says:

Universal poverty exists among the natives here, caused by the condition? of the 
country and the character of ti e [xople themselves. Fishing, hunting, and trap­
ping are their principal vocations, but trapping yields meagre resu ts in this district. 
T h ey  chop wood for the steamboats, but this is on the decline, as the available 
tiinU-r is nearly all used, since navigation increased in 1898. A  few men work as 
deck hands on the steamers for a couple of months in the summer, .'small stores 
supply Hour and oilier imported prov isions to those w ho have money, skins, or wood 
to g ive in exchange. H ow ever, to many the high cost of store articles renders 
them unattainable. Flour is f . ’O a barrel, and other goods in proportion. They 
are easily spoiled with contact with the whites. They were originally honest, trusty, 
peaceable, and moderately industrious, tint contact with the whites has made them 
gamblers and drunkards, and many of them arc thieving, licentious, idle, and quarrel­
some. The custom of white men taking native women for temporary w ives i* very 
demoralizing. The oll’nvrs ur>- too far away to enforce the law. T h e destruction, to 
a large extent » : the most available timber was where the white wood choppers
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have greatly injured the natives in thia t»rreo . frigid country. The propose] estab­
lishment of fisheries and canneries at or near the mouth of the Yukon and Ku>kok- 
win rivers, would be a fatal blow to them . The seduction of native women is very 
general. A reservation of timber lands and fishing grounds should be made for 
...cm . The appointment of a surgeon or physician is also needed. T h ey  should lie 
given free entrance into military hospitals. The writer speaks from long experience 
in the country, having had no other em ploym ent but the uplifting of the natives. 
This mission furnishes what medicine it can, but it is not properly supplied. Liquor 
licenses should be withdrawn and refused. Licenses to s* II to whites only is exactly 
the same ns a license to sell to the natives. T b e shainsn. or medicine man, should 
be suppressed. They are the worst enem ies of civilization. Tools for fanning and 
seeds should be furnished, ami they should be encouraged to till the soil. Th is is a 
very important feature. They should be supplied with food and clothing when 
absolutely in need, bntv»hia should be given prudently. I f  possible some work 
should be required for 'hega. Too free giving makes them lazy. T h ey  are con­
tinually sick (rum lack of proper food, scrofulous, and largely consumptive. Many 
of them are blind and crippled. Rheumatism is w idely prevalent. Large supplies 
of cod liver oil are very  m u ch  needed. Pestilence in 1900 swept away 30 to 50 per 
cent of the entire p o p u la tio n  of this section. I t  is full of broken families.

I t r r .  John W . Chapman, Episcopal missionary at Anvik, on the 
Yukon R iver, says:

T h e re  a re  so m e th in g  ov er 500 n a tiv e s  in  th is  v ic iu ity . I hav e  liv ed  am o n g  
th e m  for s ix te e n  y ea rs . T h e re  a re  few  w h ite  peop le  h e re . T h e y  used to  live a lm o st 
e n tire ly  upon  fish, gnm e, an d  b e rrie s , w ith  a  sm all su p p ly  o f n a tiv e  roots. T h e  
m o st im p o r ta n t  food su p p ly  a t  p re se n t  is  th e  sa lm o n  ru n  in su m m er. W h e n  th e  ru n  
o l sa lm o n  is sm a ll, th e ir  l iv in g  is p re c a r io u s . T h e ir  m e th o d s  of fish ing  a re  n o t 
d es tru c tiv e . T h e  e s ta b lis h m e n t of c a n n e r ie s  a t  th e  m o u th  o f th e  Y u k o n  m ig h t 
re su lt in  g re a t d is tress . T h e y  need  fish , b o th  fo r th em se lv e s  an d  th e ir  dogs. O rd i­
n a rily  th e  people a re  a b le  to  su p p o rt th e m se lv e s , especia lly  s in c e  th e  co m in g  of th e  
w h ites  h as fu rn ish e d  g re a te r  d e m a n d  fo r th e ir  labor. T h e ir  in d u s try  is c o m m e n d ­
ab le  a n d  in te llig en ce  a s  w o rk m en  fa ir. In g e n u ity  w ith  th e  use o f to o ls— th e ir  u n d e r ­
g ro u n d  h u ts  h a v e  m ostly  been rep ia i-ed  b y  cab in s , ev eu  in re m o te  v illages. T h e ir  
m orals a re  ab o u t lik e  th o se  of th e  a v e ra g e  w h ile  c o m m u n ity  in th e  S ta les. D r in k in g  
is co n fin ed  to  a  few  in d iv id u a ls , an d  g a m b lin g , e x cep t in  a ve ry  tr if lin g  w ay , is p ra c ­
tica lly  u n k n o w n , r .ra w lin g  is u n c o m m o n . T h e  p o w er of th e  sh a m a n  is p a r t ia l ly  
b ro k en . T h e re  is «onie d ece it an d  j ie tty  th ie v in g  am o n g  th e m . I lleg a l b ir th s  a re  
u n co m m o n , a n d  th e  n u m b e r  of re a lly  d e p ra v e d  m en  an d  w om en  p ro b a b ly  sm a ll. 
T h e y  o tise rv e  th e  m a rria g e  re la tio n s  fa ir ly  w ell. O n ly  th re e  d iv o rces h av e  re su lte d  
from  I h e  53 m a rria g e s  p erfo rm ed  a t  th i s  m ission . W e hav e  been  fo r tu n a te  in  th e  
d ia m e te r  of th e  w h ite  m*ui w ho  h a v e  lo ca ted  h e r e —g en era lly  m en of good d isp o s i­
tion . T h e re  lias lieen  no  in te rfe re n c e  by th e m , e i th e r  w ith  th e  possessory  o r  d o m es­
tic  r ig h ts  of th e  na tiv es , w ith  one  e x c e p tio n . D ifficulties o f th is  c h a ra c te r  co m e 
m a in ly  from  tra n s ie n ts . W e need a co m m iss io n e r a t  th is  p lace . T h e y  slio u id  Is* 
en co u rag ed  in  a g r ic u ltu re , an d  an a g r ic u ltu ra l  e x p e r im e n t s ta tio n  sh o u ld  !»■ located  
here , w ith  a  h e rd  of re in d ee r. T h e  U n ite d  S ta tes  c o m m iss io n e r sh o u ld  Is; a  sa la rie d  
Officer, a n d  n o t  te m p te d  for th e  sa k e  o f fees to  m agn ify  p e tty  offenres. T h e  n a tiv e s  
sh o u ld  n o t Is; s iip js ir te il  n t p u b lic  e x p e n se .

Mr. H. R Montifield. postmaster and manager o f the North Ameri­
can Transportation and Trading Company's 'tores at Fo rt Yukon, says:

I h a v e  res id ed  h e re  n e a r ly  four y e a rs , a n d  am  in close to u ch  w ith  th e  n a tiv es , as 
iC 'ist o f o u r  b u sin e ss is w ith  th em , a n d  feel fu lly  q u a lif ie d  to  g ive in fo rm atio n . T h is  
is the c e n tra l  p o in t for a b o u t 400 n a tiv e s . T h e y  fish, h u n t,  a n d  tra p ; l i \ e  in  cab in*



ol l>v inurtrucliim. T lic  advent of tli«* while trapper ami miner haw curtailed the 
supply n{ pimo. It is o n ly *  matter of time when they w ill la v e  to seek other menus 
of sup|»irt \* a n ile they are honest, ami settle for goods tliey buy when they are 

.m c .w f # 1 "n hunting The fishing this season (1903) is a failure, as there have U en 
little  or none caught here; in consequence of which the dogs, their only means of 
truiif|K>rtatioD, w ill prehably starve. Immorality and trualworthiniss are ill suit 
the an me «s the usual run of natives. No schools are maintained here. A hospital, 
school, and home should lie estahlished, and an agent should bo appointed to look 
after the natives of the Yukon V alley , especially for the orphans and old people. A 
reserve should lie set ii]*art for them, though not a compulsory one.

L . 1’ . Thompson, po*tnm ter ut Engle, Alaska, says:
.Morally they are good, fairly trustworthy, live by hunting nnd fishing. .School* 

should lie established for them, and their hunting nnd fishing grounds protected
D r. (J. A. Trcnholtz, surgeon, form erly stationed ut Fort Egbert, 

Eagle. Alaska, says:
F o r tw o  a n d  o n e -h a lf  year* f w as in c o n s ta n t to u ch  w ith  th e  n atives. T h e  pre­

v a ilin g  d iseases am o n g  th em  a re  tu lien  u losis in e v e ry  fo rm , in c lu d in g  sc ru fu ln r. jm l- 
tn o ita ry , m en in g ea l, a n d  p eritoneal. T h e  d e a tli  m te  is ve ry  h ig h  a n d  th e y  a re  
ra p id ly  In-coining extinc t. T h e  locality  is a very  h e a lth y  o n e  fo r w h ite  p eo p le . I 
h a v e  ween sev era l n a tiv e  fam ilies, in one case co n s istin g  of 6 an d  a n o th e r  of 1- jier- 
eons, e n tire ly  w ip ed  o u t l»v tu b ercu lo sis . T h e y  a re  f i l th y  in  th e ir  liulut.s—rx |w c lo -  
ru te  a ll o v e r th e  floor, an d  th u s  read ily  c o n tra c t th e  d isease . T h e  b la n k e ts , e tc ., of 
th e  d ead  a re  d is tr ib u te d  am ong th e  liv ing  re la tiv e s , a n d  th e se  a re  fru itfu l so u rc e s  for 
sp re a d in g  th e  d isease . I saw tw o e p id e in ic a o f  m easles d u r in g  m y > lay  in A laska. T h e  
u io r ta li ty  w as low . T h e  m ost d isa s tro u s  re su lts  of th e se  ep id em ics w ere , in n large 
; cinlier o f cases, tul«.-r tilofis. T h ey  clo not se em  to  su ffer th e  w an t of food, as 
l i 'in l iu g  an ti f ish in g  a re  g iss l, u n less  s ickness s t r ik e s  th e  fam ily . T h e y  n e v e r  pre- 
jia re  f o r a  ra in y  ilay . I w ould suggest th a t  th e y  l v  p u t in  c lean , n n in fec led  cab in s , 
an d  th a t  th e y  lie ta u g h t c lean lin ess from  a sa n ita ry  p o in t o f view . T h is  co u ld  on ly  
be d o n e  by  c o n s ta n t c-are nnd  v ig ilance of an  ag e n t fo r each  village. Of m in o r  
im p o rta n iv  i • th a t  p rev is io n  sh o u ld  Is- m ad e  her m ed ical a tte n d a n c e  am i th e  su p p ly  
of necessa ry  m ed ic in es .

Mr. K. l l l i x .  o f tin* Copper River Mining, T railing nnd Develop­
ing Company. Copper Center, says o f flic Copper R iver Indians:

T h e re  a n  230 o r  DUO n a tiv es  in  th is  v ic in ity . T h e ir  m e a n s  of su p p o rt in  th e  past 
w as sa lm o n  a u d  g am e, h u t since can n eries  h a v c lie c n  b u il t  a t  th e  m o u th  of th e  r iv e r, 
a n d  th e  p n * [« i : to r  h as com e to  th e  valley, fiotli sa lin u n  a n d  gam e a re  very  u n c e r ta in . 
T iie  co n d itio n  o f  th e se  n a tiv es d u r in g  th e  w in te r  season  is o ften  m ost p itia b le — m a n y  
of th e m  o n  th e  v erge  of s ta rv a tio n  T hey  a re  a  p eo p le  a n x io u s  to  lea rn  th e  w h ite  
m a t 's  w ay s  an d  r ra v e  w h ile  m a n 's  food. T h e y  a re  a p t  to  lea rn , an d  m ost o f th e m  
w ill w o rk  w h en  p ro p e r ly  n o u rish ed . T iiere  a re  so m e sick  o n es not a b le  to  w ork  
I w on ld  n o t ad v ise  g iv ing  food to  th em , e x c e p t in  cases o f old ag e  am i sick n ess , f 
w ould  s tro n g ly  u rg e  th a t  th e  G ov o rn m etn  m a k e  som e p ro v isio n  w h e re b y  lim y  m ay  
o b ta in  n ecessary  flour, sugar, e tc. F lo u r is 30 r e n ts  a  p o u n d  h e re ; o th e r  th in g s . 33 c e n ts  
a  p o u n d . If th e se  p eop le  could p u rch ase  focal h e re  a t a  l i t t le  m o re  th a n  V ald ez  p rices , 
th e y  co u ld  m a k e  m o n ey  en ough  fur a fair l iv in g  T h ey  cou ld  th e n  be  ta u g h t to  
raise vegetab les, a s  w ell .v  m in t a n d  fish, and  co u ld  R t  b ro u g h t at on ce  to b e  self- 
su p p o rtin g . T h e y  h a v e  n o  m eans of g e ttin g  p ro v isio n s fro m  V aldez e x c e p t as th e y  
p a rk  it on  th e i r  hacks, an d  b y  th e  tim e th e y  re a c h  Cop |*-t C ra te r  a ll a  m an  can  
pack  ha* l>eeu e a te n  on th e  way. T h e  f iu v c rn m c n t sh o u ld  m a k e  a rra n g e m e n t*  to 
sell th e m  th e  n ecessa ry  |V>od a t co-t. T h ey  sh o u ld  l»e p e rm itte d  to  p u rc h a se  o n ly



f»2

w lm t llie y  new! (or t h e i r  s u p p o r t  T h ey  sh o u ld  lie p e rm itte d  to ho ld  la n d s  and 
m in in g  c la im s th e  sam e as w h ite  m en . T h e  c h ild re n  L n m  rap id ly  in  school. T hey  
an - in c o n s ta n t  fea r  o f s ta rv a tio n . T h e y  need  h e lp  a t  once  of th e  k in d  in d ica ted , 
a n d  su c h  h e lp  w ould g re a tly  a id  efforts in  t h e i r  b eh a lf .

Rev. U . S. Clevenger, in charge o f the Baptist mission ut Copper 
Center, says o f the Copper R ive r Indians:

T h e y  a re  a n x io u s  to le a rn  ih e  w h ite  m a n 's  w ays. D ress a s  w h ile  peop le a s  far aa 
th ey  can . T h e re  are  {iciw ibilitics in th e se  |ic o p le  w h ich  sh o u ld  he developed . T h e ir  
fish a n d  g am e  a re  now  u n c e r ta in . T h e y  m u s t h a v e  so m e  w h i 'e  m a n ’s food to  h e lp  
k eep  th e m  fro m  h u n g e r . T he a w l  of p ro v is io n s  is v e ry  h ig h  here— flour, :K) re n ts  
a  p o u n d ; su g a r, 35; o th e r  th in g s  in p ro p o r tio n . H e  ca n  n o t c a rry  h is  food from  Val­
d e s  oo h is  back , b ecau se  he  w ould  s ta r t  w ith  o n ly  a  su p p ly  su ffic ien t to  b r in g  h im  
here . I  s tro u g lv  u rg e  th a t  th e  G o v e rn m e n t p e rm it  th e  u a tiv es  to  b u y  a  lim ite d  
q u a n ti ty  o f food from  th e  com m issary  h e r e  a t  C o p p e r C e n te r, a t  ac tual p r i i r  of g e ttin g  
it  he re . I t  is n o t  w ise to  g ive th e m  food, b u t  m a k e  th e  p rice  so th a t  th e y  ca n  malce 
a  liv ing . T h e y  a re  k in d , as a ru le . T h e y  sh o u ld  lie p e rm itte d  to ta k e  lands as the  
w h ite  m a n  does. T h e  m o st u rg e n t need  is c h e a p e r  food.

ALASKAN FISH AND FISHERIES.
This subject comes more properly under the supervision o f the Sec­

retary o f the Treasury and the Commissioner o f Fish anti Fisheries; 
yet in its economic relations, and in so fu r as it affects tbe natives, it is 
one in which the Department o f the In te rio r is interested, and fo r  that 
reason 1 beg to submit a report on partia l and hasty investigations 
along these lines, pursuant to instructions, leaving to the representa­
tives o f tbe Commission and o f the T reasury Department the bisk of 
reporting on closer inspections.

W hile the fisheries o f Alaska constitute one o f  its principal, i f  not 
its largest, individual source o f wealth, they make small contribution 
to its material development, fo r Ihe reason that their activities extend 
over but a short period o f time during the year, and fo r the fu rther 
reason that they are to a large extent operated by nonresidents o f that 
district. Their plants ate scattered along the coasts, but few o f theiu 
in the immediate vicinity o f the centers o f population. Their supplies 
and much the larger part o f their employees are brought with them 
front the JPttcitic coast States, and the larger part o f tbe wages paid 
are carried back by these employees to those States, but little being 
le ft in Alaska. O f the 77 plants operated in A laska in iad2, but few 
o f them had their headquarters there, o r were owned by Alaskans, 
and o f the $0,400,730 invested in this enterprise, hut $S3,300 belonged 
to the Alaskan concerns, and o f the 13,822 hand' employed on ly 446 
were employed by them. The industry i', however, one that makes 
large contribution to the general good, and is one that should be care­
fu lly  studied, zealously guarded, and promoted to the greatest possible 
extent by all legislation which will tend to advance its interests.




