


fact, tbc mean winter temperature at Sitka is but 32.5°, and the ther-
mometer seldom registers at the zero point.

It is true that the winters in the interior are long and cold, but the
public seems to have nn exaggerated idea of even that climate. The
area through which the Yukon River flows lies Iwtween 62° north lat-
itude and the Arctic Circle, and in speaking o. its climate Lieutenant
Cantwell, who spent two 3’ears in making a >areful study and investi-
gation of local conditions there, says:

The climate of the Yukon Valley differs very materially from that of the coast in
the same latitude. On the coast the summer months are characterized by excessive
precipitation, anil cold, Ji Agreeable rains are of frequent occurrence. The average
summer temperature of the air on the coast is some 25° lower than that of the inte-
rior. o o

The cold, misty weather of the coast during the summer season is not experienced
in the interior beyond the first range of mountains, which forms a W rier between
the treelosfi plains of the roast and the Yukon Valley, where Ihe summer climate is
tropical in character. Temperatures of 90“ in the shade are not infrequent, and
authentic records show that at some times the temi>eraUire has been as high as 110"
in the shade for short periods. The warmest months are June and July, when the
sun is practically in sight all the time. * * *

The winter climate of the interior is much colder than the coast, but owing to the
excessive dryness of the atmosphere inland and the absence of wind when the tem-
perature is very low, it is much more endurable. Asa matter of fact, the concensus
of opinion of those who live in the country long enough to be competent to judge is
that the winter months are t! e pleasantest cues of the year. The approach of win-
ter is gradual, and as a general thing free from gaitsaud other objectionable fea-
tures which usually mark the change of seasons in other localities. The periods of
cold weather which render it unsafe to travel or work in the open air are of very
short duration, seldom lasting over a week, and these exceptional cold periods sel-
dom occur more than twice in the same season * * *

From our experience in the country covering a [teriod of over two years, and iroui
information gathered from various authentic sources, | am irresistibly drawn to the
conclusion that the winter climate of interior Ala.-ka is superior in many respect* to
that of many of our Northern States.

Under the influence of the long, sunny days of April and May. while the snow is
yet on the ground, aud the rivers are still icebound, vegetation of all kinds lvnmds
into life with a rapidity < hicli is astonishing, and t»w the middle of June tlie face of
the whole country isabloom with the fervid life *f innumerable plants and flowers.
In July the grasses are waist high, ami the folia.™ of deciduous trees so dense as to
be almost itnpeoetraMc to the eye. In August the berries ripen, and by the 20tli of
the month the leaves of the beeches and poplars | grin to take on the gaudy coloring
of autumnal decay

Hardens are planted out of doors in May and by the end of June some of the more
rapidly growing vegetables are ready for the table. Radishes, spinach, parsley,
and lettuce are first to mature. After these, in rapid succession, come grain, pea*,
kale, turnips, and cabbage. With proper attention to locatic and drainage, excel-
lent potatoes can I>e raised, and in addition to all these vege'ables, | have seen a
very good quality of celery grown nt the Holy Cross Mission.

Front this if. will \e seen that while ti* summers are comparatively
short, the length of the days gives a number of hours of sunshine
equal to those of more southerly latitudes.
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Much of Alaska is not situated farther north than are parts of Scot-
land, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden, where agricultural pur-
suits give emplod’ment and sustenance to many thousands of people.
The main portion of Alaska is situated between the parallels which
bound Finland, yet 34 per cent of Finland is being used for agricul-
tural purposes and supports a population of more than 2,500,000, and
for each 1,000 of its population in 1895, Finland had 559 cattle, 423
sheep, and 119 horses. From 1891 to 1895, 113,743,216 pounds of
butter and 1,972,185 pounds of cheese, and 6,981,000 bu iels of oats
were exported from Finland.

The Alaskan winters may be somewhat colder than those of Finland,
tut Alaska has warmer summers.  There appears to be no good reason
why the Alaskan climate would forbid the growing of the hardiei
vegetables, cereals, and fruits grown at Trondhjem, Norway, on the
Orkney Islands, and in Scotland, or the raising of the sauw kinds of
live stock raised in those countries.

Much of Alaska lies in the same zone wi h Iceland, and while the
octan currents may make some differences in temperatures, both
topography and meteorological conditions give advantages to Alaska,
yet lceland with only 10,000 square miles suitable for cultivation and
pasture, and with a population of only 76,300 in 1898, had 21.982 cat-
tle, 44,134 horses, and 735,442 shcep, and hei farms furnished in 1890
64 percent of all her exports and maintained four agricultural colleges.

A committee of Icelanders appointed in 1874 to examine Alaska
with a view to Icelandic settlements therein, after visiting the Cook
Inlet region, Kadiak Island, and adjacent country, said, in their report,
now to be found in the Library of Congress, in part, ns follows:

To judge troni the soil and the climate there is prirua facie no reason why every-

thing that succeeds in Scotland should not succeed in Kadiak. Pasture land is so
excellent and hay harvest so abundant that our own countrymen would here, just



aa in Iceland, make sheep breeding and cattle raising their chief means of live
e « ¢ Theisland has in nearly every respect advantages over Iceland; e»|
is milder in the winter time, without Iwing warmer in summer, and sumn
great deal longt than in Iceland. We, therefore, do not hesitate to reco
those of our coui. rymen who are minded to emigrate that they come hither
can, and we do this after minute and conscientious deiiberAion in the firn
that it will be for their advantage, as the land seems in every respect well s
to them and answers completely all our expectations. * * * We can not
lore, do otherw ise than express the hope that the American Government wi
that lies in its power to encourage the immigration of our countrymen to Al
the land seems to have been created just for then;. In like manner we thi
men of our race are the best adapted, or perhaps the only men ad .pted,

and cultivate that country, and to utilize the natural resources with whi

furnished.
Both for the reasons above staled and also for the reasons, founded not mi

physical advantages, but which we will not detain your excellency in specif;
are convinced that Alaska will suit our countrymen better than any other

earth.

The public press has recently contained statements to the cffe
many of our'cltizens are seeking agricultural homes in the
growing regions of the Winnipeg country in British Columb
Rand, McNally & Co.’s recent physical map showing the corre
ing climatic conditions lays an isothermal line from that cereal
north and westward to that point in Alaska where the Yukon
crosses the Arctic Circle.

Col. P. H. Kay, of the Army, who lately commanded the |
ment of Alaska, suid in a public address:

There has been nothing told of the diversified possibilities of the countr;
if developed, would be of greater importance than all of the gold mines Il
been opened up. The trouble is that too many people go there expecting to
and consequently are disappointed. Many ha?e the idea that there is nc
Alaska worth going for except gold. In almost all parts of the valley of th
you can ripen wheal, oals, and a!! kinds of grain. | have seen blue-jo
grow 2 tons to the acre, and 1have seen 1,400 bushels of potatoes grown o
of ground. Timothy 1 have seen standing 4 feet high, growing wild |
aroend. These resources are well worth looking after and developing.

It is not, however, necessary to longer theorize on the pos
of growing cereals, foi ge plants, and vegetables, or of raisi
stock in some portions of Alaska, for that possibility has beer
lished through successive tests and actual experience.

AGIUCULTOKA?. EXTEKIMENT STATIONS.

In 1397 Congress appropriated 85.000 for an investigation
agricultural possibilities €? Alaska, and this brought forth fact
encouraged further appropriations /or the maintenance of exp
otations.  Since 1898 these .rations have been under the very e
and intelligent direction of I’rof. C. C. Geotgcson, special n
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the Department of Agriculture, and an experienced and scientific
{*'rmcr, and the facts disclosed by his annual reports abundantly justi-
fied this appropriation, and should encourage larger ones along the
same lines.

Four of these stations have been established—one at Sitka, one at
Uampart on the Yukon River, one in the Copper Kiver Valley, nnd
another at Kcnai in the Cook Inlet country. At these stations, oats,
wheat, barley, flax, and other kinds of grain, as well as many kinds of
vegetables, bnve been brought to full maturity. While vegetables
have been raised in many parts of the Yukon Valley, the most success-
ful attempts in that direction have been made at the Holy Cross
Mission, situated about 200 miles ahove the mouth of the River. This
Is a native mission where schools nrc maintained, and for a number of
vcars their gardens have furnished the boarding establishments con-
nected with the schools with a sufficient quantity of vegetables, with
an occasional sale to passing boats. From these gardens there were
taken last year from 400 to 500 bushels of good potatoes, which kept
well during the winter, 800 heads of cabbage, two or three tons of
turnips, besides peas, beaus, beets, cauliflower, rutabagas, radishes,
lettuce, and celery.

The grasses of Alaska are numerous in kinds, and make a very vigor-
ous growth. E en the treeless plains along the consts, as well as the
lowlands of thi interior where the timber is not too thick, are covered
with luxuriant growths of very nutritious grass, which would be am-
ple to furnish pasturage for at least six months iu the year, owing to
the fact that the snow does not fall to any great depth in many of
these localities, and hor-.es, mules, and cattle have been known to sub-
sist during entire year when running at large without any other
food. The uost promising field of this character is, however, located
throughout southwestern Alaska, on Kadiak Island, and lands to the
southwestward, as well as in the Cook Inlet country. There are at
this time on Kadiak Island 250 cattle and some 8,000 or 9,000 Sheep
feeding upon these grasses, and which are said to be very nutritions

and fat-producinp.
LANCS VALUABLE FCR AGRIALLTURE

The soils of Ala>ka are generally of an alluvial character, particu-
larly those in the Yukon and other liver valleys, and the rank growth
of vegetation everywhere to be found testifies to the fact that they are
very fertile. The ground is, however, covered with a thick coating
of moss and in the coast region is usually very wet, and before suc-
cessful cultivation is possible in almost any locality the moss must
first Beremoved nnd the soil must be exposed to the air and the sun-
shine and dried bv subdrainage.



It is difficult to give anything like an accurate estimate of the lan-
in Alaska which are suitable for agricultural purposes. Profess-
Georgesot  nks there arc something like 100,000 square miles in ti
entire disti.  which may lksutilized for farming and grazing, of whi-
he places 15,000 square miles in the Tanana Valley, the s€&reamount
the valley of the Copper River, and says that the Yukon Valley r
the valleys of its other tributaries contain a still larger amount.

There are at Yakutat Buy from 50,000 to t*0,000 acres of tine lev
land, much of which is covered with tine timber and the .emaind
with a fine growth of grass, and a Director of the Geological Surv
has estimated that there are 1,500 square miles of tillable land in soul
eastern Alaska and 3,000 in the Cook Inlet country.

It is safe to say, however, that more than five-sixths of the cnti

country is too rough for successful cultivation.
THE FEASIBILITIES OF ALAKAN AGRIULTURE

Turning from the possibilities to the feasibilities of Alaskan ag
culture we find ourselves in n less encouraging field, for both econon
nnd physical conditions conspire to check its development.  In som
eastern and southwestern Alaska an excessive rainfall will hinder it
a very large extent. Not only will this rainfall keep the grou
thoroughly saturated with water, but it causes the cereal nnd h
crops to make such a rank growth as to retard ripening and cause
to fall Ivefore the heavy winds which sometimes blow there. It w
be observed from the tabulated statement herewith submitted t!
there is but very little clear weather and an excessive rainfall duri
the months of July, August, and September not only throughi
southern Alaska hut to a greater or less extent throughout all Alav
For instance, during the month of August there was not a dear d
at Sitka, there were but two at Juneau, four at Kodiak, two at H
Cross, and five at Fort Yukon. In the month of September it wes i
very different It will be observed from the same table that tix
were 10.03 inches of rainfall during that month at Sitka, 114 incl
at Juneau. 5.13 inches at Kodiak, and ; 74 inches at Holy Cro
These conditions well-nigh render it impossible to either ripen
harvest a cereal crop. The curing of hay in the sunshine is an ah
lute impossibility and leuvcj the silo as the only method of prepnr,
forage for stock. These conditions will very much discourage ot-
raising all over Alaska.
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Alaiknn weather condition!.

Sitka (1901). Juneao (1901). Renal (1900)
Moollb. Rain - Rain . Rain "
Precipi- Precipi- Precipl
Clear. o, tation Clear. oy, tation. Clear. gy, tattoo.

IAiyi.  [miAn.

Doyi. Duyi. Juchee Dnye. Doy. JmAce. 2*iy4
January 7 n 933 * ﬁ 957 )% 7 147
February 1 9 6 3* 16 6 63X 10 4 3L
Marrh 1 5 7.an 10 17 63 B 3 k<7
April.... 6 15 7 1 13 * 0 6 n .62
May..... A 16 i 66 10 17 157 7 6 37
June.... J 9 1% 6 n 1% 5 4 S5}
July...... S 6 5 15 12 LW 6 5 *6
August. 0 p<} 10 @3 1 7 U o 6 16 3
September. 3 16 It 62 7 1* 1141 15 12 3%
October.... 5 26 16 49 5 % 16.50 6 » 7.19
November. 6 ic « 16 6 17 16 20 1 6 900
December.........cccocveeeens < 15 io. ta a 3 B 1l 7 115

Total..ccooeeeeeeiiee 6l 211 K7.63 106 205 I1X. 47 IX (¢] 24.00
Kodiak (1901). Holy Cron (1900). Fort Yukon (1900).
Month. Rain - Rain o Rain A
Precipi- Precipi- Precipi-
Clear or A Clear. or A Clear. or ¢
snow. tation. now  tation onow.  tation.

/Joye. Dnw*.  Tnchn. Ikiyt Aiyi InrSti A Doyt. Inches.
January 1 9 2.6A 23 7 71 V\@ 7 .30
February 15 a n 12 8 .57 0 .00
March...... 5 18 3.86 2 5 20 “u 5 L
April 10 8 420 6 6 1B 5 3 .05

ay........ 15 V. 3.46 6 n Yz
June......... 15 1 4.50 16 7 167 A 9 119
July......... 1 6 3.10 2 IS 14 13 i .32
August___ 4 19 6.13 2 0 6.7 6 n 2
SePtember . « 10 Q) 3 20 6.69 6 A 46
Ocl >ber . . 4 n % 4 If* 3%# 6 n 59
November. 4.82 » 7 198 8 6 61
December .. 3 20 11.10 10 16 4 49 6 S 24
Total. m 140 62 6L 126 19 28M 16 6.39

Not onl) do these natural conditions have a tendency to embarrass
and prevent agricultural development, but the lack of means of trans-
portation amounts to almost a prohibition. As has been noticed, the
coasts of Alaska, particularly the southern, southeastern, and south-
western, are bordered by high and rugged mountains which arc almost
impassable. No wagon roads have been made through these moun-
tains, and the onlj- means of transportation to the interior are the
sleds in the winter and the backs of horses and men in the summer,
over poorly constructid and at times almost impassable trails and
unfordable rivers. As long as these conditions continue the settle-
ment of the interior of .Alaska will be next to impossible. There will
at least be few possibilities of agricultural development until proper
means of transportation are furnished, either by good wagon roads or
railroads. It is useless to think of establishing m agricultural com-
munity in a locality like the Copper River Valley where the excessive
cost of transportation causes tiiree pounds of common salt to sell for
Si. The cost of transportation of a farmer’s necessary implements
into such a locality would be greater than the purchase price of the
average farm elsewhere.



The cost of transportation will prevent exportation of nearly nil of
the food products, even if there were good roads to the interior. The
Alaskan farmer could hardly compete with the farmers of Washing-
ton, OregoD, and California, even under the most favorable circum-
stances and upon an equal footing, and certainly he could not do so
after the payment of carriage charges even from the coasts of Alaska.
He must, therefore, look to a market at home. The food supplies for
Nome and other Bering Sea points must come from the Pacific Coast
States, because freight charges between Nome and Seattle are at
present lower than between Nome and southern Alaskan or even Yukon
River points, aud they are cheaper between Seattle and other south-
eastern Alaskan points than between these points and southwestern
Alaska. There is, therefore, under present conditions, but a very
local demand for the productsof Ab* *farmers, and thatis a limited
one.

The towns of Alas/a are not at present very large. It is true that
the census of 1900 givis Nome a population of about 12,000, Skagway
a population of about 4,>00, and Juneau and other towns astill smaller
population.  The population of Nome decreased after the gold excite-
ment of that year had ubsided until it can not claim a permanent
population of more than 3,000 or 3,000, and the population of Skag-
way has decreased until ¢ “re are not more than 1,200 or 1,300 people
in the town. The larg  mine in Alaska—the Treadwell mine on
Douglas Island—employing from i,2U0 to 1,400 men, will find it
cheaper to buy its supplies in Seattle. From this we see that even
the local demand is a limited one at present. The question of trans-
portation, therefore, must seriously embarrass Alaskan agricultural
de\ ' pment, as it has all other development in that district.

Again, the cost of clearing the ground of moss and timber is so
great as to discourage almost any settler who had ever been used to
other conditions. It will be very difficult indeed where there is timber
to any great extent to prepare the soil for the plow. The character
of this timber, tbe excessive humidity, the lack of high temperatures,
especially along the southern coast, prevent the fallen timber from
decaying, and the ground is consequently covered with logs and filled
with the roots of fallen trees. | am told that the cost of clearing will,
in some instances, amount to from $500 to $1,000 per acre, which is
also true of parts of Oregon and Washington, although, of course,
this is not true of all Alas' an lands. The removal of the moss and
the drainage of the land is also a matter that will prevent many per
sons from undertaking to subdue the soil in the coastal regions; and
even after the moss and timber have been removed and the lands
fairly subdrained, it will be necessary to expose the soil to the sun
and air for some time before its fertility will be fully aroused.
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TilK PKESENY COXDITION OF ALASKA* AGRICULTURE.

Until Congress recently turned its attention towards the encourage-
ment and development of Alaskan agriculture, it had received but
little encouragement from any source. It is true that the Russian
traders many years ago imported a few agriculturists into southwest-
ern Alaska, but it has been said that this was done more to please the
Imperial Government than with any honest purpose on their purt to
promote agricultural derelopUk at, and after these agriculturists
wero brought to Alaska they were put to other work. The charter
granted by the Imperial Russian Government to the Russian-Atneri-
can Trading Company stipulated thnt agriculture should be promoted,
but aside from a few gardens in southwesteni Alaska, and aside from
asmall amount of stock keptin that section by the Russians and natives,
no serious attempt wasmiade by that company to promote either agri-
culture or any other enterprise which would ultimately people and
develop Alaska, and very much the same may be said of the Alaska
Commercial Company, which has succeeded under our Government to
very much the same rights formerly enjoyed by the Russian-Auieri-
can Company. These were purely cotnmeiual companies organized
not for the purpose of colonizing or developing the territory, but for

the purpose of bartering wi'i the natives tor the furs of Alaska or
for the purpose of taking the fur-lwaring animals through their own
employees. It is not strange, tbhen, that in a country embarrassed

with so many natural drawbacks, agriculture should have made but
little progress, and it is not strange that, aside from a few gardens
scattered here and there, one sees at present but little attempt at agri-
culture, and these gardens do not furnish any iarge encouragement,
since the majority of them are very small.

While the difficulty of subduing this soil to the growth of domesti-
cated plants is very discouraging, and the lack of ready and cheap
transportation now seems to hinder and delay effort in that direction,
the experience <f the Alaskan farmer within the last few years affords
some encouragement. While the figures, scantily collected by the
last census taker, do not show a large acreage under cultivation, they
do show tlmt each of these hardy pioneer farmers was rewarded with
an average yield valued at $71.50 per acre, which is certainly not a
bad showing for a country ger 'tally supposed io be worthless for
agricultural purposes.

While the cost of subduing the soil, and its slonm ss to respond to
cultivation after it has been SUbdued, have doubtless had retarding
effects, yet the failure of our Government to provide any means by
which the fainter could acquire title to the lands he found expensive
to subdue has doubtless prevented many from making the attempt.
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rapecially during the last few year, wheo the pressure of Russian miagovernment
isnullng *n many thousands of worthy people to torn their eyes and hopea to this
country aa a haven of refuge, the attention of our firm haa naturally been called to
the question of suitable locations for such of them m were desirous of building homes
for themselves on the lands lately thrown open in this country for settlement.

Inquiries in this direction from Finland led .*u »lention io Alaska, and especially
that portion of It comprising Kenai Peninaub and ihe st ores of Cook Inlet, which
from all inlormation and reports obtainable r-remed to comprise the largest bodies
of agricultural lands lying near the coast Our Duaineas brings us also in contact
with the Swedish and Norwegian populations, and we have some influence among
them.

Deciding that the plan of locating a Finnish and Scandinavian colony at ttiis point
in Alaska was feasible, and promised success as soon as the Hnited States Govern-
ment should open the lands to agricultural settlement, a. agent (our Mr. Churchill,
whom you met) was sent out esrly in the spring of 1902 for examination and pre-
liminary work. Upoo his return and report the Alaska Colonisation and Develop-
ment Company was organised, and has since been steadily engaged in pu. bng the
enterprise as fa.it as means could be provided. The project is warmly indorsed by
many piominent men in Finland. Man) applications have already been made by
parties desirous of joining the colony, but the management will not consent to send
any settlers there until suitable preparations are made for their recep'ion and prx.It-
able employment. Such preparation is being made during the present year and the
coming spring it is hoped will witness Ihe comfortable establishment of the first party
of colonists

As a matter of planting a colony in a far-away and sparsely populated country is
not one that appeals to the ordinary capitalist as promising speedy and liberal returns
in the way of dividends, it will not be an easy or rapid task to raise the required cap-
ital which must necessarily lie expended before the enterprise can become aelf-sus-
uining, and therefore tbe management feelsobliged to move si. «dy and carefully, to
risk no backset from undue haste. We are assured that the locality is well chosen,
both for the building up of a seaport town (having a magnificent harbor) and the
establishment of great stock and dairy [arms, and that reasonable time and good
management only are required to assure the success of the enterprise.

Answering your specific questions as to our past work sad future plans, wc beg P
refer you to our circular just prepared lor distribution, a copy of which we mail you
herewith.

As to me number of immigrants we hope to establish on our lands, we have as yet
made no estimate, as the numbers will only be restricted to our fiscal ability ti
handle them.

Sweden, Norway, and Finland will undoubtedly be able to furnish desirable immi-
grants as long as we can find suitable lands for their settlemeub

We are glad to note by your letter that the Department of the Interior will lee.
interested in our work, and shall be pleased by any advice or information you cat
give us. Government cneouragement will materially aid us and we need all th.
moral supjiort the Department can extend to us. The gentlemen associated in th:
euterprise, while hoping for such substantial returns as will satisfy reasonable busi
ness expectations, are much more desirous of accomplishing a great work of lastin .
benefit to the country and especially to the thriving community we hope to establish V

Respectfully yours,
H oknborg & Co.

J. W, Witte*, Esq.,
Special Inaeti<r,J-nler'wT Department, Wmhington, D. C.
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TILE ALASKAN NATIVES.

They arc an honest, inoffensive, and industrious people. It is true
that cruelty and encroachments under Russian rule occasionally pro-
voked them to bloodshed, and finally led to the burning of old Sitka
(Archangel) and the ma sacre of its people in 1802, and that they made
some manifestations of hostility during our earlier occupancy, yet if
Bancroft, the historian, has correctly recited the facts they were even
then more sinned against than sinning, and it is safe to say that in so
far as the natives of Alaska are concerned soldiers are no longer needed
there.

Occasionally a native now complains that his rights have been tres-
passed upon by a white man, but such complaints are compa atively
few, and for manyyears these simple-minded, well-disposed people have
lived in peace among themselves, and with only friendship, good will,
ar.d esteem for their white neighbors. These conclusions are fully
justified by the impartial testimony of persons who have been longest
with them and know them best.

Former Governor Kinkead says in bis report for 1S85: “ They are
peaceable and industrious,” and Governor Swineford said in 1886:

They are a very superior race intellectually as compared with the people generally
known as North American Indians, and, as a rule, industrious and provident and
wholly self-sustaining. * * * As fast as they can obtain employment from the

white men at reasonable wages they abandon the chose and the fishing grounds aud
serve their employers faithfully so long as they are well treated.

Governor Kinkead said in .899:

If they had European features and talked the English language we would often
forget that the race had so lately been in a condition of savagery;

and in his report for 1891, after he knew them well, he again said:

These people are peaceably and kindly disposed, measurably honest, and have
great respect for the Government.

These remarks apply to the natives of southeastern Alaskn only.
In speaking of Eskimos, Athabaskans, and Aleuts, Judge Wicker-
sham, of the United States district court, says:

As a class they are honest and have decided predisposition to respect ami obey 'he
laws. | think they compare very favorably with the white residents of Alaska n
that respect. The Eskimos particularly are an innocent, inoffensive, and honest race
of people. The Athabaskan tribes along the Yukon are a gentle race of hunters, and
seldom commit crime, eicept when under the influence of liquor. They are not
nearly so inclined to violate the law as white men, aud if this were the only standard
of citizenship they would tunkc better citizens than the same number of white me-..

Judge Moore, of the United States district court of Nome, who is
acquainted with the Eskimos, says:

They are a very kind, docile, aud dutiful people, so far as obedience to the law is
concerned, * * * and if left to pursue their own industries, separated from the
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whites, they would give the administrators of the law bat little trouble. « ¢
The Eskimos are a people who should not be allowed to become extinct; they have
many of the noblest qualities which characterise the better people O/ our race; they
are tree froa the savage tendencies of the American Indian.

All that these competent and impartial judges have said of the
Aleuts, Eskimos, aud Athabusknns can be said with equal or greater
emphasis of the natives who inhabit southeastern Alaska, for they
appear to he even more trustworthy and more frugal, sober, and
industrious than the others.

Judge Melvin C. Brown,of the United States districtcourtatJuneau,
says:

The lodiana of southeastern Alaska are generally docile said obedient to the law
so far as they understand it, except when intoxicated.

The welfare of such &people as these urgently demands govermnental
attention, and before that can be intelligently given their past history
und present status must be carefully studied from all points of view in
order that their actual conditions tnd needs may be properly appreci-
ated and supplied. This fact seei is an ample apology fo~ the length
and minute detail of this report.

Jlact distinction*.—These people may be divided into four classes or
stocks: (1) the Eskimos, who inhabit the coasts of Bering Sea and of
the Arctic Ocean, and the northern valleys for a short distance above
the coast; (2) the Aleuts, who inhabit the southern coasts west of
Copper River and the Aleutian Islands; (3) the Atliubaskans, who live
along the rivers and touch the ocean only at the head of Cook Inlet,
and (4) the Thlingcts, Hidahs, aud Tsimsheans, on the coasts and islands
east ana southeast of Copper River. Of the last class, the Thlingets
and Hidahs may each possibly be assigned to separate stocks from an
ethnical standpoint, certainly so when their languages arc compared;
and if languages alone are to be the guide, the Tsimsheans may also
claim to be a separate people, notwithstanding they haye sometimes
lieen classed a- a branch of the Hidah stock, since their language essen-
tially differs from that of the Hidahs, even in the structural formation
of sentences.

The origin and early history of the aboriginal Alaskans can never
be safely told, and they do not have any well-defined traditions or. the
subject. The Thlingets and Hidahs speak of a time when their people
lived in a fair and beautiful land from which they were driven by :
great flood that landed tbeir canoes at their present bornes. Tin
Thlingcts occupied southeastern Alaska at the time of its discovery
and nothing Imt their ethnical kinship to other people wou'd indicat
a possible residence elsewhere.

The main body of the Hidahs have their homes on Queen Chr-,rlott
Islands, in British Columbia, and that some of them, at a compara
tively recent date, emigrated to the neighboring Alaskan islands, froi



which they drove the Thlingets, is indicated by the fact that the
names cf their oider Alaskan villages. Howken, Sukkan, Klinkwan,
ole., tiro sold tM be Thlinget and not Hidab names.

Thbo Ahuskuii Tsimshecns are recent settlers., having come to Annette
Island it« It'-ST from OIld MeluokabtU. their former home, near Tort
Simpson, in British Columbia. Rev Edward Marsden, a fuli blooded
Tsimsheaa, who is now a Presbyterian missionary to the Thlingcts at
Suxinan, and perhaps the best educated of his people, thinks they
j>ossiLly eamc from “ further sowth,” but he mentions »o0 very good
reason for this belief. This theory, however, finds -ome support in
the fact that some natives have vague traditions akin IOthe Aztec idea
of the Great Spirit.

The Hidahs arc said to recognize and read the meanings of Aztec
carvings, and to have had in tbci'r possession copper iim-ges exactly
jjkt others exhumed in Guatemala. It is safe to accept these as fnere
coincidcticcs rather than as evidence of kinship, because ther 5 are
many things among these people which seem to connect tnern with
aboriginal peoples ir. widely separated countries. Some of their words
sound like Apache words; some of *heir customs and traditions resem-
ble Ibr»c of fur-distant Asiatics; their totemic devices link them to
Australian-. South American.’, und dcnegambians, and some of their
implement-, customs, and Lousec bear resemblance to those O/ the
New Zealanders, while the personal appearance of the Aleuts, Tblin-
get-, Hidahs, and Tsimsheans proclaim them all as Mongolians.

It is safer to say that man}’ of these similarities arc due mere to lilce
condition." of life, climate, and surroundings than to a kinsb'r of
people.

It is true that the width of Bering Strait and the fact that natives
of the present day sometime- pass in open skin boats from Alaska to
Silasriu show it possible for Alaska to have been peopled from north-
eastern Asia, and it is also true that cpppled crafts might be carried
by the .Japan Current to Alaskan sb res It is, indeed, said to lie a
fact, remembered by Aleuts still living, that Japanese ships have been
>tiaiuled on the southwestern archipelago, and this knowledge, added
to their very ?triking Mongolian caste, seems to indicate that all south-
ern Alaska may have been peopled from southeastern Asia. They
are said to resemble the Koreans more, strongly than any other people.
It in safe to say that they are in no sense akin to the North American
Indian, either in appearance, h jits, disposition, or aspirations. Many
of tlm Alaskan natives are industrious, frugal, and peace loving.
Unlike trie American Indian, their greatest desire is to be considcied
re-pectiiblo men. and many of them strive to imitate the white man.
for whom they have great respect.

The Eskimo- hear strong resemblance to some of the northern
A-iatics, and are. without doubt, a branch of the stock who people the
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shores of Greenland and other Arctic coasts. Similarity ir language,
customs, and personal appearance points to their common origin.

The Athabascans are more closely related to the American Indian
than are any other of the Alaskan natives. Many things point to tho
fact that they belong to the great stock centering about Lake Atha-
basca and extending from the Arctic Circle to Mexico, from the Pocky
Mountains to Hudsons Bay. That they are akin to the Chippewas.
Tonto- Apaches, and other southern tribes is generally conceded.

The tribal name which a people give themselves may sometimes aid
in tracing the parent stock, and among Alaskans, if they indicate any-
thing, they seem to indicate an independent origin. The Eskimos
named themselves “ Jnuett” tho Athabascans call themselves * Tin-
r.efa,” and the Aleuts say they are “ Unyutigan*.”" each meaning
“people” or' “ the people,” while “ Thlinget” meam. “ man.” These
people all live io villages, and each separate community takes the name
of its jrarticular locality or village, notwithstanding they belong to the
same stock. For instance, the Thlingcts extend from Copper River
to the extreme southeastern islands, yet those living at Sitka are known
as “ Sitkans;” those at Hoonah a3 “ HocaalLs,” eic. This fact some-
times induces the erroneous statement that they constitute different
tribes.

They are divided into clans. Ethuogiaphists toll us that man in his
progress from barbarism to civilized government passes through sev-
eral distinct stages in his community life. 1In the earlier stages women
arc the common property of ali men, or, at least, they each have more
than one husband, and children End it impossible to identify their own
fathers. For this reason the mother is reckoned the head of the
family. They ere members of her clan, and it is through her that
ancestry is traced among the Alaskan.y as among other uncivilized
peoples, and not through the father, as with the civilized. Children
are said tc have grouped themselves about acommon ancestral mother
and continued to multiply nntil they grew into arlau, and with this
stage came the patriarchal government As the membership of these
dans became more nmnerous, subclans were formed, and in time, like
Abraham and Lot, they divided the country, each clan living apart to
itself, yet bound together by common ties and the ever-asserted claim
of kinship. At this stage man first claims an exclusive ownership
and property in things which are useful to him, and each clan denied
to every other clan the right to occupy its country. Out of conflicts
over these claims war was born, and for mutual aid and protection
clans claiming kinship formed themselves into phmtrias, or brother-
hoods. As time went od these brotherhoods joined themselves into
tribes, and finally the tribes grew into federations or nations. This
is said to be the course and progress from primeval anarchy to civil-
ized govc-rnmeut, and it. is the clan stage of this development which
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tmv. interests us, because to that stage all of tbe native peoples of
Alaska belong, a fact which the Governmcut should constantly keep
in mind in its dealings with them.

The first real semblance of organized govcrrment makes its appear-
ance in the tribal stage, which has its chiefs and elective councils, but
among the native Alnskans, as among others of the clan stage, we do
not find tribal organizations. They, like other claunish people, elect
no chief, select no council, notwithstanding we find men among them
who bear the self-assumed title of chief, men who by their own prow-
ess, superior intellect, or wealth (most generally by wealth) gain
udusuul social standing and influence and are controlling factors in
the community, but none of them possesses authority either to make
laws or inflict punishments; those functions belong only to the family
or clan collectively.

Their religiou* ideas were vague and undignified before Christian
missionaries came among them. They attributed conscious individu-
ality to almost every object, inanimate as well as animate, and peopled
the earth and air with spirits. This tendency gave witchcrafta promi-
nent place among them, and led to all of the evils which usually result
from such beliefs. It is doubtful if they recognized the existence of
any beneficent deity at all. The Great Spirit of the Western Indians
win practically unknown to them, although they had some confused
polytheistic notions. To them it was the business of supernatural
spirits to bring evil rather than good, and they sought to propitiate
rather than worship. They supplicated to the angry god of the waters
when caught in a storm at sea, .:nd threw food overboard to QPPEAE
his wrath; they made offerings to the god of forests when lost in the
woods, butit had notyet been disclosed unto them that “ God is love.”
Like other primitive people, they recognized certain mythical beings
to whom they ascribed peculiar powers and virtues. With the clan
stage in their development they awakened to the consciousness that in
a spiritual sense they were akin to something beyond themselves. A
spirit of dependence taught them this fact, and they began to reach
out for aid and support, and it was this effort that gives birth to their
totem ic system*.

They began to feel that the help they needed must come from some
supernatural power, but they could not conceive of such a power
existing outside of some material bod}-. Heuee it was that they made
terms with some material object as their totem, in which that power
may reside, generally with an animal, a bird, or a fish, but sometimes
with a tree, a plant, or a mountain. Now, aucther element of their
natun forced them to claim kinship with this totem. Their clansmen
are ali of their kin, and men of other clans were hostile to them.
Naturally, then, to their minds this benevolent totem must also be
of heir kin, and in some instances they even look upon the totem
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animal as an ancestor. The first Iroquois is said to have been a turtle
which struggled upward until it lost its shcli and became a man, and
soon after the first Esk mo is said to have fallen from the pod of the
beech pea which gave him birth, a raven appeared with food. Such
notions as these bind the clansman to his totem—the totem gives its
name to his dan, and while the clansman fancies he receives aid from
the totem, he, in turn, protects and will not barm his totem animal.

W hile the relationship between the clansman and his totem is a very
close one, yet the totem is seldom adored, and never deified or wor-
shipped except in that sense in which ancestors are sometimes
worshipped.

The character of the Alaskan clans and their relations to their totems
are told by Mr. William Duncan, who for forty-seven years has been
a missionary among them, in the following statement:

The carving and painting of the Indiana in this country are symbolical of the
various cresta or totems, aa they are sometimes called, which seem to have been
adopted in far back ages to distinguish the four social clans into which es h bund is
subdivided. Tho names of these four clans in the Tsimsbean languag are Kish
pool wadda, Canadda, Lach e boo, and Lacksh keak.

The Kish pool wadda, by (ar the moat numerous hereabouts, are represented sym-
bolically by tbe finback whale in the sea, the grizzly bear on land, tbe grouse in
the air, and the aun and st?..s in the heavens. The Canadda symbols are the frog, the
raven, tbe starfish, and tbe bullhead. The Lacheboo take the wolf, the heron, and
the grizzly for their totems; the Lacksh keak, tbe eagle, the beaver, and the halibut

The creatures | hale just named are, however, only regarded as the visible rep-
resentatives of the p- werful and mystical beings or genii of indian mythology. And
as all of one grouo are said to be of the same kindred, 60all the members of the same
clan whose heraldic symbols are the same are counted as blood relations. Strange
to say, this relationship bolds good should the persons beloug to a different or even
hostile tribes, spjak a totally different language, or be located thousands of miles
apart. On being asked to explain how this notion of relationship originated or why
it is perpetuated in the face of so many obliterating circumstances, the Indians point
back to a remote age when their ancestors lived in a beautiful land, and where, in a
mysterious manner, the mythical creatures whose symbols they retaiD revealed them-
selves to the beads of the families of that day.

They then relate the traditional story of an overwhelming flood which came and
submerged the g-iod laod and spread death and destruction all around.

Those of the ancients who escaped in canoes were drifted about and scattered in
every direction on the face of the waters, and where they found themselves after Hie
flood had subsided, there they located and formed tribal associations. Thus it was
that persons related by blood became widely severed from each other; nevertheless
they retained and clung to the symbols which had distinguished them and their
respective families before the flood, and all succeeding generations have in this par-
ticular sacredly followed suit. Hence it is the crests have continued to mark lhe
offspring of the original founders of each family.

As it may interest you to know to what practical uses the natives apply their
crests, | will enumerate those u bich have come under my own notice.

First. As | have previously mentioned, crests subdivide tril.-es into social clans,
and a union of a crest is a closer bond than a tribal union.

Second. It is the ambition of all leading inemliers of each clan in the several
tribes to represent by carviug or painting their heraldic symbols on all their lielong-
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INg», not nmitiinp even their hotwehold utensils, a? spoon* ami rlishew; ami on the
death of the head of a family a totem pole is erected in front of his hunw hy his
successor, on which is carved and |>aintcd, more or less elaborately, the symbolic
creatures of his clan as they appear in some mythological tale or legend.

Third. The crests define the Irounds of consanguinity, and iwrsona having the same
crest are forbidden to intermarry; thatis, a frog may notruarrr a frog, nor a whale
marry a whale, hut a frog may marry a wolf, and a whale may marry an eagle.

Among some of the Alaskan tribes, | am told, the marriage restrictions are still
further narrowed, and persons of different crests may not intermarrv if the creatures
of their respective clans have the same instincts; thus, a Canadda may not marry a
Lashkcak, bcca :se the raven of one crest and the eagle of the other seek and devour
the same kind of food. Again, a Kislgiootwadda may not marry a Lacheboo because
the grizzly bear and the wolf, representing these crests, are both carnivorous.

Fourth. All the children take the mother’s crest and are incorporated as mem-
bers of the mother’s family; nor do they designate or regard their father’s family as
their relations. A man's heir ami successor, therefore, is not hie own son, but his
sister's son. And in the case of a woman being married into hdistant tribe, away
from her relations, the offspring of such uuion when grown up will lea e their
parents and go to their mother’s tribe and take their rtxqgiective places in their
mother's family. This law accounts for the great interests which natives take in
their nephews and nieces, which seems to be quite equal to the interest they take in
t. eown children

Filth. The elan relationship also regulates all feasting. A native never invites the
members of his own crest to a feast. They, being regarded as his blood relations, are
always welcome; but at leasts which are given only for display, so far from being
partaker® of ti ¢ bounty, nil the clansmen ivitbiu a reasonable distance are expected
to contribute  'heir means and their services gratuitously to make the feast a suc-
cess In the fame :’fthe feast hangs the honor of the elan.

Sixth. What 1 have just written reminds me to add that this social brotherhood
has a great deal to do with promoting hospitulity among the Indians, a matter of
immense importance in a country without hotels or restaurants.

A stranger, with or without his family, in visiting an Indian village need never be
at a loss for shelter. All he has to do is to make for the house belonging to one of
his crest, ami which Im can easily distinguish by the totem pole in (rout of it
There lie is Mire of a vvenome, and of the best the host can afford. There he is
accounted a brother and treated and trusted as such.

Seventh 1may mention, too, that the subdivision of the bands into their social
clans accounts in measure for the number of jietty chiefs existing in each tril>e, as
each dan can boast of ils headmen. The more property a clan ran accumulate and
give away to rival clans, the greater number of headmen it may have.

Another prominent use made by the natives of their heraldic symliols is that they
take names from them for their children. For instance, Wee nay aeli. Big Fin
(whale); -**e tahm lacli taoii, Sitting on the Ice (eaglei; Iksh eonmalvah. The First
Si<caker (raven in the morningl; Athl kali kout, The Howler Traveling (vvoll).

Ninth. And last hut not haist, the kinship claimed and maintained in each trilie
In the method of crests has much to do with preventing blood feuds, and also in
restoring the peace when quarrels and lighting liavo ensued. Trilies or sectious
thereof mac and do tight, but members of the same social clan may not fight. Hence,
iiH'oiitcslI* lietween two lIrilies, there always remain in each some noiicombatants
who will watch the opportunity to interpose their nltiee? in the interests of |waee
and order, in case, too, of a marauding party being out to secure slaves, should
thee liiid one nr more of their victims to be of their own crest, +etch a person would
I*, set free and he iniurjHiRitr'd as a member of their family Aill- tin-captives of
Other crests would 1*0 held or .-old as slaves.



In writing of these matters it must be understood that | have kept in view the
natives in their primitive state. The MetlakahtUns, who are civilized, while retain-
ing their crest distinctions and upholding the good and salutary regulations con-
nected therewith, have dropjied all the baneful and heathenish rivalry with which

the clannish system was intimately associated.

While Mr. Duncan’s description applies particularly to the Tsim-
sheans, we find these totemic devices carved upon the ornaments and
implements of all tbe Alaskan natives, and among the southern Thlin-
gets and the Hidahs we find them represented on poles standing in
front of their dwellings. The figures on these poles not only tell
the family history of their owners, but recount notable achievements,
and the higher a man’s station the taller he makes his pole, but he is
not allowed by the others to make it tell too much. The erection of a
totem pole isa matter in which the whole clan take a deep interest
It is closely scrutinized, and if it is too tall, or tells too much, it must
be cut off or changed. Some of these poles are carved from immense
cedar trees 3 or 4 feet thick and 50 or 60 feet high, at a cost of as
much, sometimes, as a thousand or more dollars. Some of them have
vaults hewn in them into which the ashes of cremated bodies were
deposited.

The erection of these poles is being discontinued to a g'eat extent,
and in some localities they are being destroyed by the natives them-
selves. as. for instance, at Ivlinkwan. on Prince of Wales Island, a large
number of Hidah totems were cut down last winter. This, however,
is done with much reluctance, as the native’s reverence for them is
very great—so great that one chief who had freely donated his pole
to the Government refused to be present when it was taken down for
removal to the public park in Sitka.

Many similar customs and conditions exist among all the native
people of Alaska; they are all in the clan stage of development; fish
constitutes the principal food, yet all go in pursuit of game; each
person holds individual property, and is free to control his own actions,
and families possess their own homes and fishing grounds, which have
descended front generation to generation.

Most of the conflicts at present arising between the natives and tbe
whites grow out of the native’s idea that he has the exclusive right to
take fish from a certain stream. For generations his forefathers fished
the same waters, and their rights to do so were always recognized and
respected by other natives, and it is but natural that he should look
with jealousy upon the encroaching white man.

They all live in villages along the rivers or coists. usually each home
fronting upon the water to afford convenient ca oe landings. Many
of themal'O have additional homes at their fishing and hunting grounds,
to which they move their families during tbe hunting and fishing sea-
sons. A native village may have several hundred inhabitants at
Christmas and be entirely deserted in May. When the fishing season
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arrives they lock their permanent homes and are off for the temporary
ones. It is curious but not uncommon to sec these entirely deserted
villages, and so little do they fear theft that Dearly all their household
goods are left behind when they go on these trips.

The canoe and boat of the southern Alaskan natives do all their car-
rving, since they seldom move about on land except in hunting land
animals. The canoe, when not in use, is hauled out onto the Lank or
shore in front of the dwelling, but it is muc* in use by all members of
the family, umle and female alike, who do not sit and row, but simply
Squat in the boat and use a paddle. They are so young when they
begin, and are so constantly in the boat that it is, perhaps, this which
has given the shortened and crooked legs, the over-developed bodies
and arms, and the shambling, waddling walk so noticeable in many
of them.

The original canoes of th<- southeastern natives were dug out of the
bodies of trees, the cedar being much used. They were sometimes t>0
to SO feet long and would carry from 50 to 75 persons. The canoes of
the Aleuts, Eskimos, and Athabascans were usually made of skins or
birch bark fastened over wooden frames. In the stiller waters of
southern Alaska, as well as in other localities, sail and row boats are
now much used, and the old-time canoe is fast passing away, because
the native is a good boat builder and he finds the white man's craft
easier built and more serviceable than his own, nnd the Alaskan native
is quick to pick up and use the white man's ideas.

Domettic a.mrm.*ofthe natives.—The dog is their only domesticated
animal, except thnt lately the domesticated rein"'Jer has come to a few
Eskimos through a wise governmental effort, and cattle have been
used to a very limited extent by a few Aleuts. The water, their
harks, and the dog sled are the only means of transportation among
the Eskimo and Athabascans, who tnivel over wider ranges of country
than do the natives in the rougher soutiiern parts, and both they and
the white residents make large use of dogs in transporting themselves
and their supplies, although the reindeer is beginning to be used to
some extent for that purpose. In winter three or more dogs hitched
tandem draw about 2(H) pounds each on a tongueless sled which is
generally guided from behind like a plow, by the driver, and when
there is no snow each of these faithful animals carries from 30 to 50
pounds strapped upon his back. When on a journey they arc fed
once a day, generally on dried fish, to which cooked meal or rice is
sometimes added. While the reindeer gives much promise for the
future, the dog is to-dav* one of the strongest factors for the develop-
ment of interior and northern Alaska, nnd its progress would be slow
indeed without him, as horses are not used there.

Native houses.—The building of a house is an important event in
southeastern Alaska, and the size of a dwelling often fixes the social
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status of the owner. After a native has had asuccessful season it is
not unusual for him to tear down his dwelling and build a new one,
although the new may be but little, if any, better than the old one was.
The completion of a new home is frequently celebrated by a feast at
which the builder is likely to squander the remainder of his wealth.
In the days when slavery existed among these people, it was no
uncommon thing for a master to bury the body of a slaughtered slave
under each of the corner posts of his new bouse.

Their houses were originally built one story in rectangular form,
from slabs or puncheons 3 or more inches in thickness, split from
very large trees. A hole was left in the roofs center through which
the smoke passed from an open fire on the dirt floor in the middle of
the one large room. Platforms around the inner walls, one above
another, several feet wide, served as sleeping places and storage room.
The bouse was without windows, dark, and lacked ventilation. The
corner posts, and frequently the entire front of the house, bore elabo-
rate totcmic devices.

These houses, like most of the aboriginal customs, are now passing
away, for the natives of southeastern Alaska are fast taking up the
white man’s ways and building the white man's house of two or more
stories, with windows and wooden flooring, and instead of the open
fire in the center of the room, stoves are now being used at the expense
of proper ventilation. Many of their houses w present a good
appearance from the outside, but there is a lac of cleanliness and
comfort within, and they are generally overcrowdc with occupants,
as many as 30 or 10 persons sometimes living in a single dwelling
w hich could properly house not more than six or eight. This change
has not proved beneficial in many respects, and is spreading disease
among the people very rapidly. Among the Aleuts we find dwellings
constructed of unhewn logs, thatched with grass, in nil the timbered
sections, which extend as far west as the middle of Kadiak Island, but
after that point is passed we find the barabara, a habitation more
than half under ground and covered with dirt, with a hole in the center
for smoke. When not being used as an escape for smoke, this hole is
covered with seal bladder, through which the light enters. The
entrance to these houses is an underground passage, through which
the inmates must crawl on hands and knees a distance of 9 or 10 feet.
It would be difficult to imagine a more filthy or unhealthy place.

The habitations of the Eskimos are much like those of the south-
western Aleuts, while those of the Athabascans are usually built of
logs thatched with grass.

The natives all over Alaska are fast learning to build the white man's
house wherever lumber isavailable for that purpose, but lumber costs
so much in some places that they are compelled to continue their old

habitations.
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The food of the Native*.—jl'lii.v consists principally Of fish, fresh nnd
dried siltlion«rh wild gnnic is used to a considerable extent, os well us
other kinds of sea food. Salmon, halibut, and ether fishes arc caught
and dried in summer for winter use. The seal, wa’rus, and whale
furnish the Eskimos with a largo part of their food, and oil is used in
abundance among all these natives, and ospodrlly by those in the
north and northwest. Fish roe. especially that of the herring, is
much sought after and considered <juitc a delicacy. Wild fowls and
their eggs arc highly prized, and herbs and seaweed are also cured
and laid up for winter use. (linden vegetables arc cultivated to some
extent, especially among the Aleuts, but this has not become general
and should be encouraged.

In nearly all localities, however, these people, to as great an extent
as possible, u>e the white man's food, as they find it much to their
liking. During the summer season their wants sire reasonably well
supplied, but they nr.* learning to depend more and more upon the
local trader for their winter’s supply, and arc growing improvident in
preparing their own food, and consequently many find themselves in
want when summer has ended.

It issaid by some that the growth of the salmon-canning industry has
made fish scarce in many localities, while it is urged by others that
this i> not true, and that the canneries have, on the other hand, been
a great lien' lit to thorn.

Itiarriage relations are fairly well observed tunong all Alaskan
natives at present, although the chastity of their women is too lightly
regarded. Polygamy, and perhap.; polyandry, formerly existed
among them to a considerable extent, but a plurality of wives is
seldom found now and plural husbands are unknown.

Wives are bought and paid for, or at lea-t it requires a generous
offer of presents to gain the parent.-'consent, and in some instances
wives are -old outright to white men and Mongolians. The wife in
an Alaskan family is much more respected than in an Americas Indian
family. While her lot is very far from an easy one, the husband
contributes a fair share of the manual labor, and she seems to he the
bu-inc.'-s manager of the household. She carries the purse, and no
trade or sale of furs or fish can be made until she i' satisfied with the
price otiered.

Children arc not numerous, but appear to be kindly treated. Parents
are affectionate and indulgent to a fault, corporal punishment being
almost unknown among them. They are. young and old. playful and
fun-loving people.

Divorce are said to be frequent, particularly among the newly
married. If a wife does not plett>e the huslmnd. he can send her
awrtv. but if be does so without good cause lie must divide his property
with her. When the husband died his property formerly passed to



his oldest sister’s oldest son and not to his own wife and children;
but this rule is now being changed, and wills are being executed
among them. The nephew took hiu uncle's house, and was obliged
either to marry his widow or buy his freedom, but the dead man’s
children took nothing. They must look for the«r inheritance to their
mother's brother. They are their mother’s but not their father’s
children, and at maturity they make their homes with his mother’s clan.

Slavery formerly existed to a considerable extent and may perhaps
exist to-day in isolated cases. It is said not to be uncommon for
orphan children to be held in bondage among some of the Aleuts.
The ireatment of slaves is said to have formerly been very cruel, and
sometimes barbarous in the extreme. Frequently a slaveholder, desir-
ing to display his wealth, would manumit d slave, but he was more apt
to murder b'm, and it was no uncommon thing for them to be slaugh-
tered on festive occasions or killed at the death of the master, so that
their spirits mightaccompany and serve his departed spirit beyond the
grave. The institution was considered at some length and overthrown
by United States District Judge Dawson, who liberated one of them—
Sah Qunh—on habeas corpus in 18S6. Judge Dawson’s decision may
be found in volume 31, Federal Decisions, page 327.

Tne dead are treated with but little respect among some of the
Eskimos, as many bodies are simply carried away and left exposed
upon the naked tundra, to be devoured by dogs and wild animals; but
elsewhere they aie treated with more decency, and not only receive
proper interment, but food and sometimes weapons and implements
are left exposed at the grave for use by the .spirit of the departed. In
southeastern Alaska very much respect is paid to departed relatives.
They are not, however, allowed to die in a dwelling bouse, for fear
their spirits will return to it after death, and in cases where death
does occur in the home a hole is made in the side of the house, through
which the body is taken out, and the hole closed up to keep out the
returning spirit. Cremation formerly existed and buriitis in boxes
aboveground were common, but this has nearly all been changed now,
acd neatly fenced and housed graves, with totemic guardians, are
always found on some sightly elevation fronting the water near ench
village.

Prevalence of disease-.— As applying to all Alaskan natives, it may
be said that the death rate is alarming and far exceeds that of the
whites in the same locality. Pulmonary and scrofulous troubles and
syphilitic poison seem to be the prevailing causes of this condition.
When an epidemic of sumlipo.x or other contagious disease appears
among them the death late is greatly increased. An epidemic of
measles lately depopulated whole villages. In many settlements they
are entirely without medicine or medical aid. There is only one phy-
sician within a radius of 150 or 200 miles of the island of Kadiak.
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The prevalence of disease among them is due in a large measure to
tbeir habits and modes of life and to the food upon which they now
feed themselves. They were originally a fish-eating people, with lut
little vegetable diet The Eskimos subsisted largely on oils and fata
from the seal, walrus, and the whale, and, habituated for many gener-
ations to this diet, the demands of their constitutions can not be satis-
fied with the starches and sweets which their white neighbors have
recently brought them and for which they have formed an appetite.
The change from their skin and fur-lined clothes to the woolen and
cotton of civilized life leaves them subject to colds which soon develop
into consumption, and these influences are true to a greater or less
extent of the other Alaskan natives.

The unsanitary condition of their homes, the fact that many of them
crowd into and sleep in the same room, sick and well together, their
‘rarrudence and-lack of knowledge, and the lack of both medicine and
medical advice, make them an easy prey to every coming contagion,
and the idea is very generally expressed that their days will be speedily
numbered unless some change comes and comes soon.

Educational scheme* for the natives.—Much has been done, aud is
being done, for their betterment by the missionaries of Alaska; but
they, in the main, are not equipped for the work, a' 1 there is a lack
of concerted effort among them. The principal effort heretofore
expended in their behalf has been to Christianize them and to educate
them after the fashion of our own public schools. It is well euough
to teach them the white man’s alphabet and teach them to use the
white man’s pen, but it wotil’ be much better to teach them the white
man’s manner of using the hoe and other implements of productive
industry. If there has been a misdirected effort in the behalf of any
aboriginal people it is the effort which seeks to at once raise them to
the same intellectual plane upon which the white man stands to-day
after centuries of mental culture and development. These natives
should first he taught how to procure bread and meat, how to use
hygienic measures, how to live in their homes, and when this is done
it will be ample time to undertake to develop them along the line of
the white man’s intellectuality. In teaching a native it is bad policy
to forget that he is the white man's inferior; that he must of necessity
he so, aud the sooner we recognize the fact that he is an Indian, a d
should be taught as an Indian, the better it will be for him.

There may be isolated cases in which our schools will develop a man
of ability among them, as has been the case of Rev. Edward Marsden,
but it is idle to think that the educational methods which tit toe white
man’s child for the field of usefulness which will open for him at man-
hood can be applied to the children of these fish-eating people, who
are yet in the clan stage of development. It is idle to think that our
schools can bring the child of the foul-smelling, witch-infested abo-
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riyiual but to a status where he can compete with the w-.itc men.
Such an effort may result in educating a portion of them out of their
present station, but it am never cducnte this generation into the white
man's status nnd mustresult in leaving them between the two, without
a place of their own, standing alone.

Take an Aleutian girl from the foul-smelling barubnra where she
wits born, from the coarse food u|»ou which she has been fed. from
the rough, vermin-infested clothes she has worn, and the vulgur society
in which she has grown, and transplant her into the refining atmos-
phere of a boarding school and keep her there until she falls in love
with a new life, and then send her back to the barabarn, and wimt will
he the result! Is it possible for her to forget the Eden she has just left
and settle down amid environments of -qualer and want as the wife of
a common native? It mnv be so in some rare instances, but the
chances arc that she will ioathe her home, spurn .her people, and
become the concubine of the first renegade white man who crosses her
path.

The Alaskan native does not need higher education now, and he
should never be sent from among his people to obtain it, except in
rare instances where remarkable ability has been disclosed in the locnl
school. Such is the experience of .Mr. William Duncan, who. after
nearlv a half century’s consecrated effort among them, testifies as

follows:

| desire to say that | entirely disagree with the plan oitaking the youths of Alaska
to the Indian reservation schools or to Carlisle. These schools, though they may
lie appropriate for the Indians of the interior, for whom they were designed, where
the youths have but few avenues of usefulness open to them in which to develop a
true manhood, are not suitable for Alaska. Here in this country of vast resources
there arc openings for obtaining employment on every hand, nnd all the school edu-
cation our natives need to fit them for post? of usefulness is here at hand. To me it
seems a great misinke for young, stalw art men, from -0 to !5 years of age, and young
women of marriageable age to tie taken from Alaska to these distant schools. They
go or are induces! to go ostensibly for higher education, but in reality tnnnv go to be
fed, clothed, and have a good timenl the Government’s expense. When they return
home we find that they have developed a fata! glamour of conceit, but are not one
whit better fitted fur facing the temptations of life or uiore willing to be harnessed

to hard work.

In saying this Mr. Duncan had the Tsimshcans more particularly in
mind, but wimt he ha.- said applies in many respect- with greater force
to other Alaskan natives, and it can not be ‘'aid that his views grow
out of his prejudice for the system he has built up. because bis opinions
are held by other missionaries, and particularly by Judge Drown, of the
United States district court, who xtys:

Schools, in my opinion, should I*1lestablished by tic* <iovcrnineat nnd maintained
under proper surveillance at ’lie native villages, win :e the children may board in

their own homes and live with their parents while no, .tiring some useful knowledge.
And | would recommend that in these schools they lie educated iu useful arts,



mechanics, etc. * * * Tliev are not a governing nun ami never uui he; their
education should, in my opinion, therefore, lie on tlie lines liefore indicated—instruc-
tion in the simpler arts and industries whereby they may lie enabled to earn a liv-
ing. ¢ ¢ * Perhaps | should state that boarding schools where these children
are taken away from their parents and homes often result in great injury. They
acquire habits of living aud a desire for food such us they do not get in their own
home-, nnd having onee acquired a taste for these they ran not live withuut them,
and the voting women when released from these schools lieenme a frequent prey of
the white men—so frequent as to render their condition in this country most

miserable.

Political or legal statu*.— Although out treaty with Russia declared
that *“the uncivilized tribes" of Alaska should ho subject to such laws
and regulations as Congress should proscribe, the political or legal
status of these people has never been defined by that body.

Even before the establishment of a civil government by the net of
1SS4, Alaska was held not to be an “ Indian country,” and it has been
repeatedly determined that an Alaskan native is neither a citizen of
the United States nor an <'Indian” in the sense in which that term is
commonly used bv Congress. It has been suggested that inasmuch
as till members of the Gnvco-Roman Church arc considered citizens of
Russia, such of the natives as were communicants of that church at
the date of cession had ceased to be of the *uncivilized tribes” and
have become citizens of the United States under the terms'of the
treaty.

It is unnecessary to here enter into a detailed discussion of these
questions, or to do more than to call attention generally to instances
in which these and kindred questions have been considered: 16 Opin-
ions Attorney-General, 141; IS id., 557; OSawyer's Reports, I1Snnd
311; 4 id., 121; 3 id., 155; *id., 406; 12 id., 467; 1US Mass. Reports,
133: 12!* id., 461% 6Fet. Reports, 515; 6 Crunch Reports, S7; 112
U. s. Reports, 1*4; 12 Land Decisions, 5t>3; 11*id., 323: and Governor
Knapp's Report, 181*9.

The only legislation enacted by Congress which in any way specific-
ally affects these people are the statutes wjiich protect their posses-
sory rights and for*'id tint sale to them of intoxicants and firearms.

No Indian reservations have been created for the Alaskan natives
except the small island of Annette, which was, by act of Congress, set
apart for the exclusive use of the Metlaknbtlan Tsimsheans, and such
others as might join them. No Indian agents have been provided to
look after them, no effort has been made by our Government to con-
trol their action', direct their efforts, improve their conditions, or
provide for their want', aside from small appropriations for schools,
and occasional assistance through military posts when they were in dire
need. When the Rtissian-Amorican Trading Company ruled Altiska,
hospitals and medical aid were provided and some effort was made to
better the condition of these people, but during the thirty-six years



they have been wards of our Government comparatively nothing has
been done for their encouragementor betterment except by the Chris-
tian missionaries supported by the churches of this country and Russia.
The Greek Catholic Church, supported by the Russian Governmeut,
maintains perhaps more mission stations there than does any other
organization, nnd our Government has not appropriat ~/das much money
for their advmcpment as the maintenance of these missious has cost the
Russians.

It is true that Congress has forbidden white men from taking their
homes from them by force, but this is about all it has done.

The American Indian, who turns with much reluctance from a
century of hostility to our people, has had money, food, and raiment
voted to him, agencies and schools have been maintained for his
encouragement and protection, white men have been forbidden on his
reservation, stores have been authorized where he could trade without
being robbed, and, finally, he has been clothed with the dignity of
American citizenship and granted the privilege of owning lands, while
the Alaskan natives, vastly the Indian’s superior in everything but
cunning—these natives who hi.vo "many of the noblest qualities which
characterize the better people of our race,” this simple-minded people
who “ are not nearly so inclined to violate the law as white men are”—
have had comparatively no help and no encouragemei i, but hnve been
left to the mercies of greedy traders and the contaminating influence
of the worst element of our own people, who have gone among them
for illicit purposes. They have none of the rights of citizenship
except the naked right to live in homes of their own building, to
which the Government still holds title. They can not become citizens,
can uot homestead lands, or even lawfully act us pilots on the smallest
steamer, yet Judge Wickersham, who knows them well, savs they
“have adecided predisposition to respect aud obey our laws.”

THE CONDITIONS AND NEEDS OK THE ALASKAN NATIVES.

The conditions of the Eskimo call loudly for help. lie occupies u
cold and inhospitable climate, with no timber to furnish either employ-
ment or fuel, and, with very few exceptions, there are no white settle-
ments at which he can find either assistance or employment. The
condition of the Eskimo and its cause is tersely and forcibly told by
Governor Brady, as follows:

We have invaded his country and killed and driven off the whales, walruses, seals,
aud caribou, and in places have made fish scarce. We have gone along the shores
of Be-:ng Sea and have burned up the trees and driftwood on the beach, set fire
to the tundra, have driven off the birds, and in our mad rush for gold have burrowed
under bus rude baraharn and allowed it to tumble, even when the inmates were sick
nnd dying.

This has all been so sudden that be lias been fairly stunned. The reindeer skin,
for which lie bartered with his neighbor and out of which he made his winter
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clothes, in now almost beyond his reach, for they have gono up several hundred per
cent in price .'(id are gathered hv trading schooners. We should be very solicitous
for these fine |*vple and not lot them go to destruction without an effort to protect

and save them.

The conditions of the Athabascans arc in sonic localities as bad, or
worse, if possible, than those of the Eskimo, particularly in those
parts of the interior which are distant from the Yukon River and the
scaconst. There is little or no employment for them to obtain from
the whites. Formerly those along the Yukon earned something by
cutting cord wood for boats plying on the river, but these boats are
now using oil and coal as fuel to a great extent. Judge Wickcrsbham
has perhaps a more intimate acquaintance with these people than with
any other of the Alaskan natives, since his home has for several years
bccu among them. He says:

The Athabascan trilics along the Yukon River arc a gentle race of hunterB. and
seldom commit crime except when under the influence of liquor. They are not
nearly so inclined to violate the law as the white man, and if that were the one
standard of citizenship, would make better citizens than the eauie number of white
men. A9 you know, there arc no reservations in this district and no public fund to
be expended in liehalf of the natives. T>vo years ago whole villages died from an
epidemic, and | am afraid that many of the Indians of the Yukon River will die
this year from starvation. The wholesale slaughter of their fish by foreign cannery
men has destroyed their one source of food supply, except caribou and moose. The
latter they may Kill possibly for their own use, but win not sell any part. They
have always heretofore depended up*>u the sale of meats and skins to supply them-
selves with other nec'ssitiee, and it bears very heavily upon them to have this
source of supply cut ot.".

In speaking of the natives of the Copper River Valley. Mr. It. Blix.

manager of the Copper River Mining, Trading and Developing Com-
pany, says:

Their means of support in the past was salmon and game, but since the canneries
have have lwen built at t/ie incut’ af the Copper River anil the prospector has
frequented the Coplier River Vnllev, both salmon and game are very uncertain.
The condition of these Indians during the winter season is often most pitiable, many
of them on the verge of starvation and some of them actually starving. The. are a
people auxious to learn the white man’s ways and crave the white man’s food.
They are apt to learn, and most of them will woik when properly nourished.

It is feared that their condition during the present winter will he
much worse than heretofore, for, as has been stated, the fact that the
boats on the Yukon tire not now using the same amount of wood they
used formerly has deprived them of labor during the past .summer,
and a report from Postmaster Mountifield. who is also manager for
the North American Trnn»portntion anti Trading Company at Fort
Yukon, states that the fishing in the river during the last summer has
been practically a failure, “ a? there has been little or none caught
here, in consequence of which the dogs, their only naans of transpor-
tation in the long winter, will probably starve."’



The Aleits lire in but little if any letter condition than their north-
ern neighbors. They learned many years ago to use the food of the
white man, their se-tion of the country having been largely occupi d
by the Russians at an early day. Their money supply originally came
from hunting the se.'" otter, which of lute has almost entirely disap-

peared. Judge Wickersham says:

The Aleutian Islam s, ten, have miffercil greatly liv reason of the laws restricting
the hunting of seals ami other far-bearing animals, and they are nearly at the point
of starvation for that reason. If the Governinent would judiciously place reindeer
autong these people it would help them in time and possibly save some remnant of
them from destruction; butthey are unable to meet the pressure of the Anglo-Saxon,
and especially his game and tiah lawn, and are being rapidly exterminated by such

legislation.

They do not find employment from the white man as readily as do
the southeastern Alaska natives. *.].Ore are few white settlers in this
section to give employment, fewer mines, and hut one sawmill. The
timber is scarcer and of a poorer quality, and a large portion of the
territory occupied hv them i» treeless. The salmon tanneries furnish
about all the work they get to do. and their lack of industry, their
lack of trustworthiness, and their predisposition to drunkenness make
their services generally undesirable about the canneries. This is
shown by the fact that at least 50 per cent of the hands employed in
some of the Pacific Packing and Navigation Company's southeastern
Alaska canneries last year were natives, while several of the can-
neries among the Aleut-* in southwestern Alaska did not employ any

of them.
Perhaps the mostdestitute of the Aleuts are those who inhabit Afog-

nak Island, about Sjo in number, and their condition and the cause of
their destitution is told bv Mr. Howard M. Kutchin, special agent of
the Treasury Department, in his official report, as follows:

The particular hardship to which those people have been subjected is explained
by the fact that Afoguak Inland was some years ago made a Government reservation
and two sajuion canneries located there had to be sus|>ended. At these ‘he natives
found work and also a market for the salmon they caught. The reservation order
forImde them taking salmon except (or domestic use. By a liberal construction of
the law they were permitted to sell their surplus tikala (or dried salmon) to the
trading com jmnies having stores on the island. But for the fact that their appliances
for catching tish were of the most primitive sort, they could have gotten along fairly
well under these conditions. It was to relieve them in this regard tha“ a little help
was asked for them. Their entire means of sulsisteuce was what they earned in this
manner and a mere trille in addition hy engaging in sea-otter limiting, which was
practically at an end at the time the Executive order went into effect.

Latterly their rase has become even more hopeless by season of the fact that the
stores have eea'.tl to buy tikala. The people have been educated to require more
than the hare lecessnries of life, and they now find themselves reduced to dried fish.
It is true that some the men procure work at the neighboring canneries and so
earn a little money to help themselves, but their situation is a haul one and entitles
them to something more than empty commiseration. It isto be remembered that



their contains several humlrcel souls ami was in existence a very long time
before the island was made a reservation. They were jwrhajx? the 'nuet pnwpvroua
anu happy native [>eople in Alaska, as their surroundings were certainly the most
pleasant and they the most civilized and )irel««.-esMing in life and usages.

It should be remembered that these natives early learned such civili-
zation as the Russian traders taught them, and that for many years
the profits of the sca-ottcr hunting had enabled them to live comfort-
ably and encouraged them in buying the white man’s food, and now
that the <cn otter has disappeared from the waters and that they have
been deprived of the bcnciitof selling tisb caught on tl.cir island, they
arc_jndeed in a pitiable condition and their needs will loudly for relief.

The H|daHS (Qd Tthﬁngets arc in a large measure self-supporting,
although their improvident use of money sometimes leaves individual
f milics in want during certain seasons of the year. They live nearer
the white settlements and find employment much more readily than
the other natives. They live in a much milder climate, and are sur-
rounded by an abundance of fuel and tish, and, unmolested, will snecced

by their qwn efforts.

The TS'”BheanS are by far ibe moot civilized and frugal of all the
Alasknn natives, and their condition is clue to causes which are not
only well worthy of recital here, but their history affords perhaps e
Itcst illustration of what can lie accomplished by an intelligent effort
which looks honestly to the simultaneous development of the heads,
the hands, and the hearts of an aboriginal people. Fifty years ago
they inhabited the coasts of British Columbia. uliout the fifty-fourth
parallel north latitude, in the country tributary to the Skcena River
in the vicinity of Fort Simpson, and like other Alaskans, at that time
they had no well-defined religious ideas and no established form of
government, either tribal or otherwise.

The shaman or medicine man was the strongest force then among
them, as he has since been among the other Alaskans. To him was
attributed secret or supernatural powers which enabled him bv incan-
tations and other sorcerous practices to heal disease, foretell events,
ward off evil, or detect witchcraft. He has always been without doubt
the mo-t potent factor for evil among these simple-minded people,
and to his influence may be traced many of their graver faults.

Cannibalism.—These shaman not only inspired the idea of their
superiority by their legerdemain and sorcery, hut they terrorized the
simple-minded by inhuman and unnatural acts. Lc>s than fifty years
ago it was no uncommon thing for s quiet settlement of T-imshen io
be startled by the diabolical yells and fiendish howls of a band o hu-
man who would suddenly break in upon them, entirely mid v.th
their long hairstreaming in the wind, and in the presence of the . ror-
stricken people proceed to eat ihe body of a slave who had been first
murdered for their demoniacal feist. The shaman’s failure to cure the
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siik was often attributed to witchcraft exercised upon the patient by
someotlicr memberof the community, and it was part of the shaman’s
business to discover the witch whose life must pay the penalty.

Blood feud».--Tlie doctrine of “‘an eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth” was then seriously invoked anion;' them, as it has since been,
and to some extent is now, by the other natives. Not having an
organized e<'overnment with an executive head, the enforcement of
right' and the reparation for wrongs were left to the injured person
or his clan. All unwritten law demanded a life for a life, and unless
the family of the murdered native consented to accept a payment of
blankets or other property in lieu of the murderer’s death, the mur-
derer or some member of his elan was compelled tc forfeit his life, but
the life forfeited must be that of a native equal in social standing to
that of the murdered man, otherwise the lives of two natives of a lower
standing mu>t pay the penalty. The murderer not infrequently sur-
rendered binisclf to Ikj executed, but if lie or some member of hisclan
failed to do so. each member of the murdered man’s elan at once set
about to avenge the murder by killing some member of the murden r’s
elan as soon as convenient opportunity came. The law thus invoked
extended in minor degree to lesser wrongs than murder, and gave
uneasiness to every white man in any community where the members
of any elan bad cause, to think that one of their number had suffered
at white hands.

The treatment received by the natives uf Alaska at the hands of
the traders during the first half of the last century did not make
the. . friends to the white men. Serious engagements had occurred
between the Kti"i:m-American Trading Company and the Thlingets.
Bad blood laid I*een engendered all along the coast, and the settlement
at Archangel (Sitka) had been surprised and nearly all the white peo-
ple of the town massacred and their homes burnt.

These conditions induced the Hudson Buy Company and the Rus-
siuii-Ainericaii Trading Company to surround their trading posts at
Fort Simpson and elsewhere with high stockades and protect them by
blockhouse fort>. and so hostile were the natives that but few of them
were admitted at one time into the stockade, even when they eamc
peaceably to trade their fur- for food and other supplies.

WLLIAM DIWIAX A SUOESHL MSIONAIV

These were tq ?ongmoq f the Tsimshcans of 1S, the mast sav-
aﬁ;g erh as Alaskan ahorigines, and it was to. mlﬂlster to
EeopethatWIl m Duncan, the present mls%mna In charge at

htin amemtat 3/earasa member from the Church of
rﬁ; en be at Fort Imnpson thﬁ aut onUeswcharg
helfeving that |tvvo unsafe for him to live amongf e Tsini-
shenns, detained him mmithin the stockade.  The "ingi ageor the Tsim-
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shcan* was at that time unk vn to the whites and none of the natives
could speak English, all the .irtering being conducted in the Chinook
language, a mere jargon improvised by the Hudson Bay Company as
a universal trading language. Its limited vocabulary, however, made
it comparatively useless to the young missionary, and he at once set
out acquiring a ncv tongue, without an alphabet and almost without
a teacher. This he accomplished within a r«nturkably short time by
the aid of a native, who was allowed to come within the stockade for
that purpose, and a few months after his arrival Mr. Duncan was per-
mitted to go outside for the purpose of preaching and teaching. Very
soon he had gained such favor with them as to warrant his permanent
residence among them, and he has since then made their home bis
borne.

Although his course may seem a strange commentary upon the
effects of our civilization, Mr. Duncan soon concluded that his people
could be most easily civilized and reclaimed from barbarism when seg-
regated to themselves and separated as far as possible from contact
with white settlements; and a comparison of tbe status o his people
with that of other natives in Alaska to-day abundantly demonstrates
tbe wisdom of his conclusion, notwithstanding th fact that the other
natives referred to have sat under the teachings of Christian mission-
aries and mingled with white communities for more than a century.

In compliance with Mr. Duncan's de>iro the government of British
Columbia set apart for the exclusive toe of hi* people a reservation of
50 square miles at some distance from the trading post, to which he
removed them in ISOi*. Their new home was named Metlakahtln, and
here it was that their real progress toward civilization began. Mr.
Duncan—recognizing the fact that no man can fully esteem himself
who is not self sustaining; that no man can build to tbe highest meas-
ure ol his own possibilities who remains dependent upon another—at
once set about to make each and eveiy one of his people able to stand
alone. Being of a practical turn of mind himself, he was able to give
intelligent direction to their efforts. He induced them to abandon all
former customs and practices which would in anyway retard their
development, but first prepared their minds for the change; prepared
the soil for the seed he came to sow. He taught improved methods
of fishing; taught them to make better boats and build better houses;
taught them to manufacture lumber and to can lish: laugh.. them to
read and to write; taught them music, and at the same time schooled
them in the truths of the religion he had come to preach to them.

1” heir settlement, in British Columbia they soon became soW-
suppcrting, and under Mr. Duncan's guidance were prosperous, happy,
and contented, until a supervising ecclesiastic of the clr rch undertook
to interfere with their simple forms of worship by peremptorily insist-
ing upon ritualistic observances, for which their minds were not, pro-



as *

pared. Mr. Human. knowing the condition of his people, knowing
their incapacity to receive ami appreciate the theological dogmas thus
prescribed, declined to accept the suggestions, and was supjiorted by
his people in so doing. The relations between the Metlakahtla con-
gregation and the mother church became such as to make a new dwell-
ing place on our free soil desirable, and they sought for and received
permission from our (lovernment to build new homes in Alaska,
whereupon ?2-5 of them loaded their personal effects into their canoes,
left good, comfortable homes, a church, acannery, a sawmill, and other
buildings, the products of their own labor in old Metlakahtla, and in
18*7 landed upon the houseless shores of Annette Island, where each
of them took an oath of allegiance to the I'nited States and publicly
subscribed to the following declaration:

We, the [*'nple of Metlakahtla, Alaska, in enter to ss-cure to ourselves and our
jiosterity the blessings of a Christian home, do severally suliseribe to the following
rules for the regulation of uiir conduct and town affaire:

1 To revcrenee the Sabbath and to rt.-nin from all unnecessary secular work on
thatdn\; to attend divine worship; to take the Hihit-for our ride of faith; to regard
ail true Christians as onr brethren, and to be truthful, honest, and industrious.

2. To lie faithful and loyal to the <iovernsnent and laws of the United Slates.

3. To render our votes when culled njron for the election of the town council, and

to proinptlv nhev the by-laws and or .ors imposed hv the said council.
& Tont'end to the education of otir children and keep them at school as regularly

as possible.
5. To totally ak*tain from all intoxicants and gambling, and never attend heathen

festivities or countenance heathen customs in surrounding wllaeos.
(. To strictly carry out all sanitary regulations necessary for the Icalth of the

town.

7. To identify ourselves with the progress of the settlement, and to utilize the land
we hold.

s. Never to alienate, eive awav, or sell our land, nr building lots, or any portion
thereof, to any pe; a ho have not sitlrserilierl to these rules.

Fearing that ,aCy soon might become dissntislicd with the change
and want to go hack to their comfortable liotncs which stood tenunt-
Icss on British (.'olmnbian soil, awaiting their return, it was concluded
not to erect any buildings until the following season; and in the mean-
time they lived and worshiped during the ensuing fall and winter in
tents ami improvised lints along the seashore. The coming spring of
ISbS found their determination unchanged, and they set to and built
a town wliii li would do credit to any people, and of which former Gov-
€rnor Swineford says in his published book, Alaska. ka neater, more
orderly, or better contented Christian community can not lie found in
any State or Territory in the Fnion."

Before beginning building operations, they selected a suitable place
for their town and surveyed proper sites for their church and other
public buildings, and also platted blocks or sijtiares (each divided
into four lots so feet wide and 's0 feet long), separated by streets of

i- . Yemt—
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In addition to this property in Metlakahtla. mention should he made
of the fact that Vet'nej Brothers and Hamilton, Simpson & Co.
(Metlakahtians) have established two sawmills in the neighborhood of
Ketchikan, the former at North Snxman and the latter at Clravinia.
Verney Brothers rejx>rt the value of their plant at $20000 and their
output at 600,000 feet in 100l and 700,000 feet in 1902, while the
other firm can make equally its good or better showing.

That the Metlakahtians are an industrious and frugal jieople is
abundantly proven by the fact that they have accumulated practically
all their property within the past fifteen years, for it must be remem-
bered that they received nothing for the property andoned in Brit-
ish Columbiu in 1SS7.

The business of the mill and cannery isconducted hv the Metlakahtla
Industrial Company, capitalized at $25,000, and all shares are owned
by Mr. Duncan and the natives, except two of $1O each, one of which
isowned by Mr. Ladd, its president, and the other by T. N. Strong,
its secretary. This company employs native labor exclusively, and
Mr. Duncan’s books show that they were paid wages from 1SSS to 1902
amounting to $413,S17.33. There are eight stores in the town which
are conducted and owned exclusively by natives, as well ns are the
shops of the mechanics.

The municipal affairs of the town have long been controlled by a
native council elected by popular vote, it having been Mr. Duncan's
policy to teach them to govern themselves The present council con-
sists of seven members: Edward Mather, Edtnond Verney, Andrew
Usher, Benjamin Booth, Frank Allen, Mark Hamilton, and Peter
Simpson, all of whom are natives. Thbe only tax levied by thorn for
municipal purposes is a poll tax of $3 on each male voting citizen of
the town, yet they paid into the United States Treasury last veer
nearly $Si.k)as occupation taxes, in addition to internal revenue and
customs charges, notwithstanding the fact that the Government failed
to conduct a public school in the town or return udollai of this money
for their benefit in any other manner.

No person can be a citizen of the town unless he is either a Motla-
kahtlan or belongs to the native people of Alaska; and he is nut then
admitted to citizenship, or permitted to hold property there, until
after he has publicly subscribed to the above-quoted declaration.

The total population of Metlakahtla is not correctly represented by
the last census, because that enumeration was made in the summer, at
a time when very many of the people were away from home working
and fishing. It is a custom of these people—in fact, of all native
Alaskans, as we have seen—to lock up their winter or permanent
homes, and go abroad with their families to their fishing grounds, or
to any other locality m which they may be employed, for the summer.
This was plainly apparent at one native village. Saxman. containing
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thirty-six houses: yet it census enumerator would not have for .J a
single person there on May ID last. This condition is further shown
by the f..ct that Edtnoml Ycrney and Mark Hamilton are both mem-
bers of the native council at Mctlaknhtla, notwithstanding the}' own
and operate sawmills at North Saxman and Gravinia.

Mctlaknhtla may be unqualifiedly pronounced the most orderly nnd
host-governed town in all Alaska, and it has but few, if any, superiors
in this respect in any country. Its native brans band of about 20 pieces
will tind but few equals in any town of 20,000 inhabitants, nnd its
homes will compare in cost, size, and appcnrnnce with the dwellings
of almost any white man's town.

The success of the Tsimsheans in their progress toward civilization
fully illustrates the possibilities of the Alaskan native, and demon-
strates that they, if given proper direction nnd encouragement, may
prove themselves one of the most potent factors in the development
of that district; but before they can do this they must be divorced
from the contaminating influences which surround them in some
localities.

The use of intoxicants has a more demoralizing effect on these people
than all other evil causes comhined. They seem to have an unconquer-
able appetite for strong drink. Judge Brown, of the United States
district court, says of the Thlingcts:

They resort to ul! possible means ami tricks to obtain liquor, anil there art- a'wavs
to Isi found in such a community as this white men who are mean enough to |n St
in all possible ways by the apparently unnatural appetite of these people for intoxi-
cants. The Indians resort to Jamaica ginger, Florida water, and anything that they
ran get hold of that will produce excitement or intoxication.

This they sometimes do at the cost of life, for last spring several of
them were killed at Ketchikan by drinking Florida water made from
wood alcohol, while more recently deaths occurred at Kassun from
their drinking a liniment. They themselves maeufactii.e a vile drink
from flour, potatoes, molasses, sugar, ore., which the Thlingets call
“hoochinoo" an I the Aleuts call “quass,” which is said to have an
unusually maddening effect. This is a matter which demands the
most serious consideration.

The Aleuts suffer much more from the effects of liquor than the
natives of any other locality, as the restrictions against its *nle seem
to lie more loosely enforced in southwestern Alaska than elsewhere,
due, perhaps, to the fact that many of the half-breeds, or creoles, claim
to lie citizens and not natives, and consequently are given the same
purchasing privileges as white men. They are said to willingly sacri-
ficeanything for rum —even the chastity of their wives and daughters—
and when intoxicated are inclined to quarrel and are generally unreli-
able. So dchii'ing is its effect upon this otherwise innocent and peace-
loving people that (lie law would be justified in delating any illicit sale
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to tbcm a felon}', and the seller should he treated not only as a felon,
but spurned by all good people as nn enemy to mankind.

Needs of the natives.—Our courts have said that these people “ are
practically in a state of pupilage, and sustain a relation to the United
States similar to that of a wan! or guardian.” If this is true, the rela-
tion creates reciprocal duties, and we have seen how well these simple-
minded wards have met the obligations thrust upon them by yielding
in obedience and respect to our laws; hut with wbnt reciprocity has
their guardian met its obligations? Aside from forbidding the sale
of intoxicants, scant appropriations, and the attention, kindnesses, and
aid they have received from army and naval posts, nonet has been
done to advance the interests or lietter the conditions of its wards,
although its guardianship has existed thirty-six years. Their former
guardian, the Kussinn American Trading Company, although in some
instances a cruel taskmaster, not only maintained schools and missions,
but it supported public hospitals at Sitka, Hot Springs, Kodiak, and
Unalaska at an annual cost of 010000 to eradicate the diseases which
even then, as well as now. threatened their extinction, and it is said
that death came to only 34 out of 14500 patients treated in them dur-
ing the year I56d, yet <peatcd instances have recently occurred where
whole villages have been swept away by epidemics, where the
encroachments of our people have brought .starvation, and hundreds
die from chronic ailments, and our Government has hardly raised its
hand to help them.

Not onh did Hus. do more during its guardianship than we have
ever done, hut if. as asserted by one of Alaska’s former governors,
the Kussinn Government is now maintaining its Alaskan missions at an
annual cost of $d0000 it is still doim* vastly more for them than our
Government is doing. There are a number * things which our Gov-,
eminent should do for these people, nnd do lem now.

Hospitals and medical aid.—AIll of the governors have called loudly
for hospitals and medical aid. The energy with which these calls have
been made appears from the following quotations. Governor Knapp
said in his report:

I am profoundly impressed with the idea that as a nation we owe it to ourselves
and to the nativts of Ala“ka that we build, equip, and snppt rt hospitals in various
parts of the territory for the carc of the sirk and chronically diseased. Humanity
demands it, treaty obligations require it, anil self-interest ought to prompt it. Leave
alone all our expensive explorations nnd soienlitic investigations if > must, omit
all appropriations for schools if our great, rich nation can not afford to educate its
wards, withdraw missions and other civilizing influences if it Uvonies a necessary
alternative, but do riot fail to afford relief to 'offering humanity, to whom relief is
impossible except through lhew- agencies.

Governor Switieford said in Itis report in 1N?0:

The appeals for help from th-se pair, suffering people are incessant, and | see
them dying almost daily for the want of the medical care and attention which it
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seems to mo a humane government ought not t<&hesitate to provide (or them.  Shall
il continue to lie raid that our free and enlightened Uovemnient is les.» regardful of
the impcmlivo needs of this helpless, suffering (ample than despotic Russia was?

Right* of citizenship.— While these people nre even now far better
qualified to exercise nil the functions of citizenship than man)- of the
American Indians who have already been made citizens, they do not
ttpjHtar to urgently need the elective franchise, if. in fact, the right
to vote would not bring them into conflict with the whites, which it
would be sure to do in all incorporated towns where they were in the
majority. There is not any very good reason, however, why they
should not be clothed with all the other lights of American citizen-
ship except that of voting, especially those enjoyed under the public
land, mining, and navigation laws. |If encouraged to engage in pros-
pecting, their familiarity with Ihe country might lead to the discovery
of valuable mines, and the right of homesteading hinds might encour-
age them to follow agriculture, while their knowledge of the un-
charted waters now makes their services absolutely necessary to the
uninformed white navigator who ventures there: yet. under the law
as it now stands, they can acquire neither a mining claim, a home-
stead, nor even title to the lands upon which their homes stand, and
licenses under the navigation laws can not be issued to them.

An agent should be appointed to look after their needs, protect
their interests, encourage and instruct them in farming and mechan-
ical pursuits, and teach them how to live and care for themselves,
how to keep their homes clean and healthful, and how to care for the
sick nnd treat prevalent diseases. Such agent should be empowered
to appoint deputies to perform the.so duties in localities remote from
his headquarters.

It is believed that such agents and deputies should, as far ns pos-
sible. be selected from the army officers on duty in tlint district, for
the reason that they are already supplied with means of communica-
tion and transportation. They are generally men of education and
integrity; men already skilled in the performance of duty and in the
power to control others, and. above all, they would bo more likely to
divorce themselves from all local influences inimical to the good of the
natives. Better and more disinterested and impartial service may be
expected of them than of persons selected from civil life at random
for (his purpose.

Reservations.— It is doubtful if the reservation xy teni should be
extended to these people. They have always come and gone at their
pleasure, and they particularly desire to control their own movements,
hut if they could be induced to settle in communities apart from the
white settlements it would undoubtedly be better for them.

Supply depots should be maintained.—In many localities of Alaska
the natives find a market for their flits and a place for the purchase of



supplies only at the store of the local trader, and frequently only at
the store of some large trading company which maintains a system of
stores throughout a particular region. While it would doubtless be
unjust to say that all these traders take undue.advantage of the neces-
sities of these poor people, yet the temptation to do so would be very
great, and it is an undeniable fact that in some localities they pay from
two to live times ns much ns the article costs in Seattle or San Fran-
cisco, and it is said that they arc often required to pa}' more than
white customers are rcqired to pay at the same stores, while the price
paid for furs may not be high enough.

These conditions do not apply tc any considerable extent in south-
eastern Alaska, or in other localities where the stores are maintained
principally to supply white settlers. It is most likely to exist where
stores are operated largely for the native trade. On this subject
Governor Swineford, in his official report for 1888, in speaking of a
company to which the Government had granted a fur monopoly, said:

Wi ithin a wide limit the creolesand natives are little, if any, better than m«*re serfs
of that powerful corporation. In many places they are subjected to the double rob-
bery of Mug compelled to i»art with their furs at less than half their value, and in
return are charged two or three prices for the goods they can only buy at the com-
pany’s stores for the simple reason that there are no others. * * * [f they
become contumacious or stubborn and refuse to sell their furs at the prices the com-
pany offers, or dare to seek purchasers elsewhere, they are starved into submission.
* * * The company does rob the creole and the native in the price it comjiels

him to accept for his furs, and it robs him again in the price it charges him for the
goods he must buy at their stores, i speak advisedly and on the strength of personal

observation and know ledge.

That oi.. Government Las not bad the utmost confidence in the fair-
ness and generosity of those who trade with Indians is shown by
its forbidding nm-onc to go unlicensed upon an Indian reservation
within the Unit t States for that purpose, nnd licenses are not issued
until the trader enters info a bond in the sum of $1000O under the
terms of which he could not sell his wares until he had scheduled his
prices and had them approved, and in all cases his prices were limited
to a profit not exceeding 35 per cent, and a list of these prices, printed
in both Indian and English, must be posted in the store.

Such is the protection given the American Indian, vet the poor
Alaskan has no protection whatever.

Trade with the Greenland Eskimos.—The Greenland Eskimos have
received much more protection from the Danish Government than
their Alaskan cousins have received from ours. The Crown monopo-
lizes the trade of Greenland, and it sells European articles of necessity
to the natives at prime cost, while the price it receives for bread and
other staple articles scarcely pays for the purchase and the freight,
and nothing is sold for more tban -0 per cent above the cost price in

Denmark.
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The lurk of h reservation system, and the hesitancy of our Govern-
ment to enter into business in competition with its citizens, make such
a scheme impossible in Alaska, j et it is not seen why supply dejwts
can not be maintained through the very efficient military and naval
posts in that district.

Permission has already been given our court and other civil officers
to purchase family supplies from these posts at prices very much
below those of the stores, and no very good reason apj>ears why such
purchases by the natives could not be authorized and in some measure
relieve the condition indicated by Governor Swincford.

In order that the exact conditions and the actual needs of these peo-
ple may lie fully appreciated and reliably known the judges of the
Alaskan courts, the postmasters, the. physicians, the missionaries, and
others located in all parts of the district have I»cen asked to furnish
testimony on these subjects, and from the mass of testimony so col-
lected representative statements have been selected and are here given.
These statements nre so arranged in this report as to furnish expres-
sions from various sections, beginning, after the statement of the
judges, with the extreme southeastern part of flic district, then pass-
ing west and north along the coasts, and then up the Yukon River.

TESTIMONY RELATIVE TO THE CONDITIONS AND NEEDS UK ALASKAN
NATIVES.

Hon. M. 0. Brown, judge of the first division of the United States
district court of Alaska, says:

The Indians of southeastern Alaska nre generally docile and obedient to the law,
so far as they understand it. except when intoxicated. They resort to all [>ossd>le
means and tricks to oldain liijuor, and ther are always to lie found in such a com-
munity ns this white men who are mean and low enough to profit in all possible
ways by the apparently unnatural appetite <d these (ample tor intoxicants. The
Indian resorts to Jamaica ginger, Florida water, and anything and everything that
they can get hold of that will produce excitement or intoxication. When intoxi-
cated they are more or less vicious and resist all efforts at restraint.

Again, when the law runs counter to their training and sujierstilinn, such as witch-
craft, they resort to their own method of treating witches, and sometimes commit
murders by destroying the person or persons they deem to be witches. The e.vpei'-e
of enforcing the criminal laws in commissioners’ courts is cau.-ed more largely, |
think, by Indians than other classes of people in proportion to their numbers. They
g. 'her about towns and places where intoxicants arc obtained

In my opinion extending the rights now enjoyed by white citizens, under the
public-land laws, would not bo tI>> best policy. The experience of Father Duncan
upon Mec-tlakahtla Island seems to indicate that the only way of benefiting these
Indians is to sever them as much as j>ossible from connection with the white popu-
lation ol the country, and to set aside certain jiortions of the country, or certain lands
or islands, where they may bike their lands in severally anil have absolute owner-
ship ol the same. To extend ihe rights of white citizens, under the laud laws, gen-
erally to the Indians would l« to give them opportunities to take land that they
would never utilize and make them a prey to sjt-tulators or dishonest winte men



without resulting* to benefit tbe Indiaus. The Indians of Alaska are prone to live in
villages, and while they ran go out from tljese villages and hunt and tish during cer-
tain seasons of the year they return to them again for their recreation and such com-
forts of home as they enjoy or appreciate. For this reason | would FUggest that lands
be eel apart to them where they may have their villages and homes with absolute
progierty rights therein; where they may take such homesteads and land oittsiJe of
tl eir village as they may desire, having them accurately surveyed and set apart in
so erslty to each of them or each of the males.

fchools, in my opinion, should be established by the Government and maintained
under proper civilians at these native villages, where the children inav board in
their homes and live with their parents while acquiring sume useful knowledge, and
1 would recommend that in these schools they be educated in useful arts, mechanics,
etc. Some of them are valuable as pilots aod an occasional one a competent engi-
neer. Such Indians, in my opinion, should have the same rights extended to them
under the navigation law that are extended to white |«lople. | think they should
lie [>erraitted in their own villages to establish quite largely their own rules and reg-
ulations of government, but that the elective franchise generally should not be
bestowed upon th?m. They are not a governing race, and never can be. Their edu-
cation should, ill my opinion, therefore, be in lines lieforc indicated—instruction in
the simpler arts and industries, whereby they may lie enabled to earn a living and
to aid in the great work of the world. To bestow upon them the general right of
franchise would he to bring a mass of ignorance to the latllut box, timt would I*
taken advantage of by tlie di-hooest, and would bring no advantage to the Indians
but to educate them in rascality. These are my honest convictions glowing out of
my experience among these people.

Perhaps 1 should have stated that hoarding schools, where these children are
taken away from their parents and homes, result often hi great injury. They
acquire habits of living and a de-ire for food such as they do not get in their own
homes, and ha- ing once acquired a taste for these, they ran not live wi'houl them,
and the young women when released froiu these schools, Uiause of their desire for
better clothing and the necessity of living as white inen do, become a frequent
prey of white men: so frequent as to render their condition in this country most

miserable.
Hon. Alfred S. Moore, judge of tbhe second division, United States

district court, at Nome, says:

The Eskimo natives are descendants of the original inhabitants of this section of
Alaska. They are a very kind, docile, and dutiful people so far as obedience to the
law is concerned. They are remarkably exempt from violence and crimes of the
higher gravies. | find that so soon as they contract euuiraercial relations with the
while people they begin to degenerate. They are apt learners of the vices of the
whites, and if left to pursue their own industries, separated from the whites, they
would give the administrators of the law but little trouble.

| do rot believe tliat the F.skituos have arrived at such a state of advancement in
civilisation that they are prepared to become citizens on equal terms with white
Americans. | lielieve that if they were taught other pursuits and occupations than
those which mainly alstorh their energies—i. e., hunting, fishing, and trading in fur.*
and ivory—they could, in the course of twenty-five years, become qualified, in many
instances at least, for citizenship under our flag. They k.ca kind, docile, and truth-
ful people, " ’hen railed as witnesses before the courts, they adhere to the truth,
even when their testimony will endanger those who stand in the relation to them of
friends and neighbors. In this respect they set an example which the whites in
this section of the country would do vvell to follow. The Eskimos are a people who
should not be allowed to become extinct They have many of the noblest qualities
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whicli characterise the better jieoplc o( our nice. y are free from the savage
tendencies of Hie American Indian, are quick and apt at learning, luive relini<»iu»
tendencies, and by training might be made a happy, contented, nnd useful people
Some ol these |>eople have been given the opportunity to Income the owners of
reindeer, and some few have already accumulated considerable wealth n that way.
Commissioner Lee, of Calie Prince of Wales, informs me that the young n.en of the
natives are nnxiuua to become owners of reindeer. The efforts of the Govcrumeut
to give them ownership have, as | believe, been successful.

Hon. James Wickorsham, judge of the third division of the United
States district court of Alaska, savs:

| atn not ac plainted with the Tlilinget people in southeastern Alaska, but have
seme considerable n formation aud knowledip- nbout the Eskimos and Athalmsoans.
As a class they arc honest and have a decided p, "-disposition to obey the laws. |
think they compare very farorahly with the while res.del.t«of Alaska in tfrat respect.
The Eskimos particularly are an innocent, inoffensive, and honest nice of people. In
St. Michael Isaw them behind the storec> milters taking down boxes of small knivesand
varioususefularticlesof hardware of that kind aud examining them, then placingthem
track in the boxes and on the shelves. They crowded behind the countersand made
their examinations of such things, and when they found what they wanted carried it
to the storekeeiier and a«ked its value. 1 called his special attention to this habit,
which they indulged in seemingly in all of the stores, and asked him if lie was not
afraid they would steal. He answered, saving that on no occasion had he ever dis-
covered the loss of a single item from theft by an Eskimo. He smilingly proffered
the remark that he would not permit white inen to make such free u .of their oppor-
tunities, and that in the same number of white men there would >0 at least one thief.
The same confidence seems to be given to Eskimos everywhere they are known.

The Athabascan tribes along the Yukon River arc a gentle rate of hunters and
seldom commit crime, except when under the influence of liquor. They are not
nearly so inclined to violate the law as white men, and if this was the only standard
for iitueiisliip would make better citizens than the «ame number of while men.

There are no reservations in this district and no public fund is expended in behalf
of the natives. Two years ago whole villages died from an epidemic, and | am afraid
many of the Im'innx on the Yukon River will die this winter from starvation. The
wholesale slaughter of their fish by foreign cannery men lias destroyed their only
source of -"pj.lv except caribou and moose. The latter they may kill possibly
for their own use, but can not sell any part. They have always heretoforedeluded
on tbe sale meat cud skins to supply themselves with other necessaries, and it
hears heavily upon them to have this source ol supply cut off.

Ti e Aleuts, too. have suffered greatly by reason of the laws restricting the hunting
of cal and other fur-bearing animals, and they are nearly at the point of starvation
for 11uit reason. If the Government vvoilld judiciously place reindeer among these
people it would help them in time, and possibly save some remnant of them froru
starvation; but they are tumble to meet the pressure of the Anglo-Saxon, and es|>e-
eially hi.- game ami fish laws, and are rapidly becoming exterminated by such legis-
lation. | can see no future ftr the Athahnscans except extinction, and very little
U iter hoislfor the Eskimos. There is a strength and virility in the Eskimos, how-
ever. which the Yukon Indians do not [>ossese, and if the Eskimos cotilil be turned
into a reindeer people (hey would Iw an advantageous population in Alaska.

The Tlilinget are a stronger race llian the Eskimos and more rapidly nnd readily
as-unie the white man’s civilization. They are itore aide to compete wit), the situ-
ation than any of the others, and for that reason would make the ideal Indian

citizen.



48

In my judgment, Uie land law* ought to be eitenncd to the native* o( Alaska.
There ought, alao, to be such legislation with regard to game and fish that the
Indians would get the benefit of both before the while man exterminate* them, a*
he is soon bound to do, and especially should restrictions be removed along the
Aleutian Islands. Thoee people ought to be made free and ought io be allowed to
hunt the fur seal and any other game that comes wi'hin their reach, save within 3
miles of the islands upon which they live. A lew reindeer on the Aleutian Islands
would be a godsend to these people The natives of Alaska are neither vicious nor
lazy. They are simply weak and the white man’s vices are more readily forced opon
them. If they were protected from the white nnui ami jxnmittcd to remain in their
natural state they would continue to hold their own and increase a* they formerly
did. It is our form of civilization which is exterminating them and not their own
vices or follies.

I doubt if 'he land laws were extended to the natives of Alaska whether they
would take auvantnge of them and procure titles to their homes. They know noth-
ing of our laws and are children. If the law extending the right of homestead to
the natives of Alaska provided for a special agent who should investigate their sev-
eral town Hite* and have authority to enter the lands for them in case they did not
voluntarily do so and thus secure somewhat of a reservation, it would be of great
practical value to them. Without that feature, | am inclined to think Unit it would
be little use to them. | am notinclined to view tbe question of Indian euucation as
very important. | have been intimately acquainted with Indian tribes of the Pacific
coast for twenty years, and | have found the better natives always to be those who
lived their own lives without being spoiled by any attempt to make wiiiteiuei, out of
them. What tbe Indian needs is to be let alone by his fool friends but of course,
this is too rnuch to expect. The system of Indian reservations, as we know it in
the United States, ought never to be extended to Alaska.

The testimony of the following witnesses will. be given in the order
of the ?ocla '[I%Z ?n V\?]I?] tr\?gy rg\éﬁde %ngr\QnEng 9V|Vﬁ he extreme

he%l?ama%ﬁ can, |IVI at Mc Iaknhél Wr}(]) has for nearlgg
baif a century Jived amon eo Wih en them
much stuay d devotedt consecrate ort as any
other person, sa

steps lor the public weal of the natives of Alaska are becoming moreand more urgent
every year. These nativestoagreatexteutare now loosened from their ancient moor-
ings, and in the absence of a definite governmental policy being initiated for their
benefit and protection they are drifting, and when it is admitted, as undeniably true,
that human nature finds it easier to dnft toward 'he bad than toward the good, the
perilous position of the nativesis learlv to be seen. The Governmentshould set aside
a suitable location for each Indian baud, on which might be built improwd homes,
away from white settlements,and where saloons could have no footing. Each such
location should contain some nat iral advantages, a salmon stream and timber, eo
that the natives would have no nason to complain for lack of food or fuel. Each
Indian village should have its school and the teacher be armed with a commission
to maintain law and order, assisted by native police. These villages should not be
under the Indian-reservation system, which is justly condemned, but, being especially
reserved and protected by the Government, would encourage each band to grow in
civilization up to citizenship. Though the want of citizenship entail no great less
to the mass of our people while Alaska is but t district, yet to some it forms a barrier
to their obtaining positions of usefulness for which they feel themselves fully
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qualified. 1 trust the time is near when some at least will be permitted to reach the
goal of lheir aspirations among civilized men, and for which they have been long
preparing themselves.

Air. Duncan’s views on the subject of Indian education are quoted

at length in the foregoing report.

Rev. Thomas Jenkins, | piscopal missionary in charge-at Ketchikan,
cays:

There an about 150 natives who call this their home. They live in houses of
their own and dress as white people. Generally they have left their trilaal customs
and manners. There nre soroe marked exceptious to this, however, as the law of
blood revenge issometimes practiced, and potlatching is common. They are mainly
hunters and fishers. A few of them are mechanics, boat builders, and carpenters.
Some of them work in sawmills and on steamboats, but only a few. For half a year
they are quite poor. They have notyet learned the value of money, and are improvi-
dent with what they get Their moral status is just what the whites make it In
this frontier life it is expected that evil influences will exist. One thing more thau
any other that should be remedied in this respect is the illegitimate living together
of white men and Indian women. It would be uowise to attempt to prevent
marriages between whites and Indians. The enforcement of marriage laws would
reduce the prostitution of the Indian women. Thisevil istbe source of many others.
Tne laws should be belter unforced. The illegitimate sale of liquors to natives is
blighting many defenseless and helpless women and children. A still greater curse
than the sale of whisky is tbe sale of patent medicines containing alcohol. Patent
medicines of this kind should be placed under the ban, or else the Indian should he
allowed to buy whisky. We have at this time three cases of poisoning by Florida
water, sold to natives by a milliner who knew they bought it to drink. .She created
the trade and then pushed it. The difficulty is in getting juries to enforce the law.
| believe citizenship would do more to elevate the ideuls and habits ol the natives
than auything else. They desire citizenship and resent the idea of reservations.
There arc a good many examples of unquestionable worth and fitness. 1am strongly
convinced that Government schools are poor means to the end desired. The teachers
are often not of the first order, and their work is poorly supervised and the results
poor. Educational work seems to presuppose an inherent intellectual force which n
no sense exists. The native child is not a wbite child. He must be educated as a
native and not as a white. No text-books have been produced which are fitted for
the native mind, so far as | know. The schools are poorly equipped. We need a
system arranged by es perienced men and supervised by Alaskans. The rights of the
natives are often trespassed upon by whites, but no more, perhaps, than in other
places where they live side by side.

Rev. Harry P. Corser, Presbyterian missionary at Wrangell, says:

There are about 350 natives in this vicinity. In their mode of life they imitate the
white man, tribal customs, j.-otlatchinga, etc., bci g a thing of the past. They make
wills giving their property to their wives and cuildren instead of to their sister’s
family. Their vocations consist principally of huntiog, fishing, logging, plain car-
pentering, nnd steamboaiing. The communal houses are disappearing. It is the
desire of each family to have a home of their own, but they know little of the Anglo-
Saxon's idea of borne life. Most of them have fishing and hunting houses where
they pass about three months of the vear. They have always been self-supporting.
The moral status of the men is higher than that »t the women. It is improving.
They are faithful to a irust, though somewhat unstable. The Salvation Army has 24
adherents among them. The white people, us a rule, sympathize with them, and are
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trying to treat them justly. The chiel cause of complaint is the licensing of saloons
that arc notorious resorts for "boot leggers,” and the maintenance of houses of ill
repute (white) near the buildings occupied by the Indians. A change of the closed
fishing day from Saturday to cunday is needed. This is necessary for their moral
grow th. The enforcement of the compulsory-education law of our code is needed.
The granting of 3-0 acres of land to each Indian, not to be sold by them under
ten yean, would help them. Their righta on their hunting and flailing ground
should he protected. They should be given the same rights to locate lands and
mineral claims that are now enjoyed by the whites. The repeal of the game law,
except as to the clause forbidding shipping of deer skins from the territory, would
also help them. Teachers should Ihj employed in the schools who could combine
industrial work with regular teaching. As a general rule, the sending of a boy away
to school does him harm. There should be a better equipped class of teachers for

our Indian schools.
Rev. S. A. Jackson, missionary of the Friends’ clHjrch at Douglas,

says:

There are aliout 200 natives residing here, though their summer months are spent
elsewhere— hunting, trapping, and Ashing. .Some of them work in the mines di.-ing
most of the year. They are asimple-minded people, with alam! as much reason as
white children from 10 to H years of age. Many native women are seduced by white
prospectors, miners, and fishermen. There are some cases where while men are
li.ing with Indian women without Wing married to them. There was nn enrollment
of '16in the school here. Bud element of the white [icnple have been very degrading
to them. Several native girls educated in the mission school h:ne been seduced by
while men. The Indians' possessory rights are not well defined, some saying that
they hate only the right to the gosund on which their cabins set. They should have
garden patches and their salmon streams should be protected. White miners hate
crowded their cabins in between the natives' cabins here, and their influence is
against lietter civilization. The natives should be settled in industrial communities
and be compelled to send their children to school a given nuinlicr of months in the
year. The family is the unit on which to work, and the home should be elevated;
marriage relatiun should be made more sacred, it is not good policy to educate the
children at d turn them back to heathen homes, us the girls so educated often resort
to prostitution rather tban go back to the old life, and the Wys so educated, Wing
unable to compete with the whites on account of prejudice, go lan k to their fathers'
ways. They will do 'letter settled to themselves if they can have sufficient capital
invested in fishing, lumbering, ami mining enterprises.

Rev. L. F. Jones, Presbyterian missionary at Juneau, says:

Their mode of life is variable. Some live as whites, each family having separate
nomes, and live cleanly and respectably. Others, particularly the older ones, live in
the communal style, several families in the same house, with only one room. Such
houses are dirty aud nnlicalthful. They follow variable vocations. Some work in
the mines part of the time, then change to fishing, then to hunting. They stand
ready to do anything by wlinch they may make a dollar. The women make baskets,
moccasins, fancy beadwork, etc., for which they find ready sale. The native's great
drawback is his lack of application. He soon tires of working at one thing. He
works very well for a whilc, and then lays off for days and weeks. He does not
count much on doing anything lutt feasting during the winter. Their conditions in
most instances are deplorable, having few of even the necessaries of life, living in
mere ‘hacks. Most of them eke out a iniseraf  existence. It isespecially hard on
the children, the aged, and the cripples. For most of these the winter months are
severe and many cases of extreme suffering come to my notice every winter. Mot a



liliifniTirtBw I

51

few >i them sin- genuine Christians ami stand trti<* to their profession. These an.
morally good am| Imatworthy. Some anlprofessors only of religion, without con-
forming to it* principle*. The moral state of many is low ami these are untrust-
worthy. Jliml it with them a- with the whites; they lune good, bad, and imlifferent.
The great curse of the country is drunkenness, for n hich the white man is to lilame.
The native gir!» and women are a constant prev for virions and unprincipled white
men. If tluwctwo evils could WaUiled, immorality would bo risluctsl ton mini ium.
To bring this ulmut a different jwnnl system i« needed. Placing men and women in
jail is too much like placing them in good, comfortable homes without work. The
marshals of the district should lie salaried and not paid fisn. About 75 per cent of
the population are romiiMinicante of the different churches here. There were almut
7xichildren of school age, with an enrollment of fSin school; average attendance, 13.
Jthink their pa«scssorv rights in this section are generally rvs|<rrted. Nothing would
produce better results among the natives than a good sanitarium aud a home for
the aged and helpless. It is pitiable what suffering Iluy endure through sheer want.
They need sanitariums because they have not the means to go into white hospitals
to be treated or to lie treated by white physicians. Many of them lie ami suffer
liecause they can not employ a doctor. They know nothing aUnit medicine them-
selves, nor have they suitable [dates to treat the sick. The (internment ought to
provide a hospital The white man owes them this much fur crowding them away
from their fishing streams arid hunting grounds. This used to lie asplendid hunting
section before the white man lame, but game is now a thing of the past. The enn-
m ries check their ti-li supply, and now comes the homesteader locating every desira-
ble -its*. They all supplant the native ami make his livelihood more and more

precarious.
Ucv. Norman 2L Harrison. Prpsbyturisin missionary at Haines, says:

There are aU.mt - >0or 275 natives ill this locality, who for the most part are striv-
ing for cleanliness and giving up the large communal houses. These people, the
I'hilkiita, formerly had a rpputaliou for licing a fierce and warlike people, hut this
has pnsseil away. Their greatest moral draw hack is the presence of those who nre
ready to sell and give intoximtiug drink, and the difficulty here is to get n jury to
convict the offender. On the whole, good progress has I*ecn made in their moral
status. They are an independent, self-supporting js'ople and have hut few paupers,
which is remarkable considering their frerjiicnt sickness ami the expense of living
lure. Thg recent poor fi.-liing ami the presence of fish traps, allowed bylaw, has
worked a hardship, since li-liiug was their principal means of livelihood. Their
prinripal means of *iipliort is liuuling, fishing, drying salmon, {Hitting up ticrries,
ferrying up the Chilent, carpentering and cutting wood, nnd day laltor. The) are
ijuite trustworthy, as far as honed) is concerned. We have some who are decidedly
reliable in every respect. Their relations with the while |>eople are not usually
helpful, as man) of the whites here care very little for their real welfare and limit
their interest in them In theg.du derived from their trade. | think the law permit-
ting fish traps should lie modified. A law compelling the attendance of the children

at school is needed.
Dr. II. B Hutnoils, of skitgwiiy, Says:

Prior to coming to Alaska | was physician in charge of an Indian agency in Wash-
ington. | have had a large practice among the native* and am familiar with their
ailments and social conditions. Fnlargctnciit and disintegration of the lymphatic
glands, most generally the cervical ones, is what the majority of them suffer from,
and this is cot only attributed to syphilis, hut my opinion is that it is due to
indiscriminate cohabitation. This indiscriminate cohabitation has long existed, and
a- a coi)seiliienio ihmy arc ignorant of she identity of their fathers, which leads to
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intert-ourae In-tween blood relative*. Thia condition reduce* glandular drgenera-
lion and mure than likely accounts (or small families xml the sterility of many of
the female*!. Wheoever a native woman U-ars children by a white father the
offsprings are healthy, well developed, and J believe entirely free front glandular
disintegration. The next commoo abnormal condition is caries of the teeth. |
attribute this to the altered food conditions. Prior to the advent of the white
men they livest upon hard and partially cooked fowls, which required a great deal
of mastication, necessitating strong jawbones and powerful muscles, which is the
physical characteristic of the old Indiana Their jaws are large und square, with
well-developed masticating muscles, thus giving the teeth plenty uf room, wilh r.o
overcrowding; but it is different with the younger generation, with whom we find
jaws that are small and fragile, ill-developed muscles, teeth irregular and over-
crowded. This is one of the ]>cnaltic9 they suffer for acquiring a tsste for our food
and adopting our culinary process Venereal diseases of all types are frequently
seen in all their various stage#, due more to the fact of their inability to take care of
themselves and their own application of the laws of heredity. Pulmonary diseases
are not any more frequentamong them than with other people. Other diseases are
rare, and, like the white population, they are particularly exempt from those ailments
which are so common elsew here, thia being one of the healthiest countries | have
ever lived in.  “ Senile cataract"” is frequently met with, and apoplexy isthe common
cause of death with the uld. They enjoy alcoholic beverages, the ravages of which
are more due to the quality of what they are able to buy than to the quantity they
drink. 1 thick the rnoft humane thiug the Government can do to improve their
condition is to make them more independent. Give them a practical and technical
training in gardening, the care of children, cows, and pigs; leach them how to build
fishing boats and make fishing nets. Let them be taught the art of curing the fish
with which these waters abound, and provide them with the means of putting their
produce on the market. In this way would be developed a hardy race ol tribes by
the sea ami the world at large reap a benefit from this great storehouse of fish food.
Let their education be practical and technical, ami less religious, for while both are
good, thj first is of paramount importance.

Dr. S. M. Iraser, surgeon of the Canadian northwestern mounted
police, at Pleasant Camp, says:

The present diseases among the Chilcnt tribes are phthisis, scrofula, pneumonia,
rheumatism, syphilis, gonorrhea, ami diseases of the eyes. The death rate from
these is much larger than it should be, and the general death rate is very much
larger than among the whites. | believe that it is greater than the birth rate. They
raise comparatively few children, largely due to the exposure of the women in the
water while traveling up and down the rivers. W hether they take special measures
to prevent pregnancy 1 do not know, hut it is a fact that very many do not bear
children. The cause of many of these diseases will suggest themselves. There are
many measures which might lie taken to reduce the present death rate ami to miti-
gate the prevalent diseases. These are principally hygienic ami sanitary. In the
summer they live more or less under rnnvns; in the winter in houses nearly square,
without partitions, the center of the roof being open, a raised platform extending
around the interior of the building, about S feet wide, being :he living, sleeping, ami
eating space, the center beine reserved for an open fire. !n one of these buildings
many families live. Their mode of living, it is evident, would he conducive to all
diseases caused by void and exposure, and particularly favorable to the propagation
of such diseases as phthisis, etc. No precautions are taken in the disposal of secre-
tions and excretions. | have frequently seen children come out and evacuate within 5
feet of the door, while the older natives pass along a path into the thick growth to the
rear cf the building. The vegetation grows rank immediately around the buildings.
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Either into thisor around the door general refuse isthrown. The ImiMnips are lIrorn
m0to |tofeet from the water, nnd till* space seem* to lie uMlixiil inn eliimpini‘jjronnil.
In the fall, after the fishing season, the stench innu Il that only the initiated esan |[«M
without Iwing nauseated. ConsideringthottliOVe conditions, which have lieengoingnn
for yean., init to lie wondered at if the Indium* are tillhealthful ntid the above diseases
prevalent, or will it lie strangu if a severe epidemic* neeur>< among them ami carries
off the greater part of the population? My observations among them lor the past
five years, while living in this vicinity, induce? me to ladieve that such must be the
case, unless very active measure? are taken for its prevention liefore it ha* taken
hold. To give von an instance how disease may spread ladore any nction may he
taken, alsiut two years ago smallpox was prevalent along the coast, a few authentic
cases existing at .Skagway, and it waa reported to lieamong the Indians at Haines
and Khtkwan. A female native of Khtkwnn was reported to Is*ill with the disease
and had been laid up a week oran with fever nnd snlwerjueiit rash, during whirh
time natives were in and out of the building. In the interests of my (iovemment,
nnd with a view of limling outdefinitely the nature of the disease, | visited tier, at
which lime she was surrounded hy about one down natives The case was not
smallpox. | mention this case to show you that, ns it was no one'a business to go,
none went. The nearest physician refus.il, and the people of Porcupine went to
considerable trouble to keep all Klukwan native* away, until 1 rc|>urted the case not
to be smallpox. In conclusion, it ismy opinion that much might be done to better
tbeir condition, and | consider these* relate principally to sanitation and hygiene,
including compulsory vaccination. In (ad, any action taken m ot be compulsory,
ami the same as would lie directed by any competent h«anl of health in a civilised

community.

Mr. William M. Carle, of Hootmh, mivs:

There are almut 600 natives here nnd jinsaihly "00 in adjacent settlements. In
summer they scatter over their fishing ground? for a radius of 75 m'tcs from this
village, each family having its own salmon stream, *n which others do not fish.
Hunting and fishing have furnished them subsistence. They do some planting, but
have no tools; raise some garden vegetables; gather large quantities of berries, whi**h
they preserve in scnl oil. Lately many of them work for th* canneries in summer.
Sea c.tier has been a large sounr* of revenue, but it has almost di-apj>can.*d. Every
man his own car[«ntcr; they build their own houses They live for the most part
in communal houses. Some are wry dirty in their habits; other* are clean in appear-
ance and in their houses, inoculated with syphilitic poison nnd fall an easy prey to
consumption. Chronic sores which ran har.llv be healed are common; sore eyes
almost universal. The white man owes to the Alaskan native n large bill to make
up f*r the curse of the civilization lie has brought. Polygamy mid jolyandry pre-
viously existed; but one ease remains at present. They have been very impure in
their social habitsand adultery is stdl frequent. They tell the truth, except where
their |*ersonal welfare is at bazar Life is saferamong them than among the whites.
Theft is uncommon. | would n**t hesitate to trust them with any sum ol money f..r
sale-keeping. They do not think it wrong to cheat a nbite man in a trade. Drunk-
enness is less common among them than among the abites. There arc very few
whites here—not enough to cause any friction among the natives. They make com-
plaint against the tanneries taking possession of their streams. | feel that wrong has
lieen done, but can not go into detail*. Am fearful the homestead law will bring
settlers among them. They fe.ir that they will be placed on a reservation. They
have ti*“ii the victims "f dishonest lawyers; give improper advice as to their rights
and charge them exorbitant fees. They aresimple minded and think thatany written
statement from a white man isaeoaranty of title. Edtieatiun should be compulsory;
hospitals should I*eprovided: citizenship should be provided as soon asthey abandon
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their heathen (easts and potUirbes and tribal government; free legal advice should
be given by some person worthy of giving it. The homestead law should be extended
to them, but its requirements should be las. *

William A. Kelley, superintendent Indian industrial training school
at Sitka, says:

The natives of Sitka are self-supporting and anxious to improve their mental and
moral conditions. They are teachable ami ainenab!' to law and order and worthy
of sympathy and encouragement. They are in a stage of transition and handicapped
by traditions, environment, and the white man's anxiety for their extinction. In
point of sobriety and integrity many of the pupils from our school put to shutne
those who speak ill of tnem. The natives of the Copper River are in a pitiable con-
dition and unable by their own efforts to rise from the condition of squalor and
poverty. They need food and clothing. The natives <f the Kusokwin are in desti-
tute circunistanres; their sources of food supply well-nigh cut off. The rights of
citizenship should be extended to all respectable, self-supporting natives. To those
who have renounced old customs nnd can read and write should be granted the
right to vote. This privilege would be a gnat incentive to them to educate their
children and sever their tribal relations. The totem is the basis of their patriarrhal
form of religious government. Around the totem is grouped shamanism, witchcraft,
potlatches, and other attendant evils.

Dr. J. C. Koosbcr, heallh officer at Sitka, says:

During my residence of fourteen years here | have been thrown much into contact
with the natives professionally. | have failed to notice any bettermenteither in his
physical, moral, 0! intellectual condition. 1lanything, there has been a retrograda-
tion. There are about 1,000 of them here, with an increasing mortality. Tulier-
culosis and venereal diseases are rapidly divesting their ranks, which is due to
unhygienic surroundings and absence of medical advice ami relief The houses are
all two-story, consisting of one large room on each door. The occupants of each
room average about 30. Persons affected by tuberculosis ex|x-ctorate on the floor as
a rule, with the inevitable result of contanrnatlon of the rest. The excreta of each
individual is deposited on the ground close to the house. The interior of the average
Indian dwelling is the filthiest imaginable. After deaths from contagious diseases
their crowded rooms are never subjected to airing, fumigation, or cleanings in any
form. The result is the numerous mortality, hut as long as there conditions pre-
vail there will be a gradual increase in the death rate. No water-closets or privies
exist. No fresh water supply is available except from a little ditch in the center of
the village, coming from a cemetery, ami doubtless |iussing through many graves.
At the end of the village thev get a supply from a pipe leading from a swamp where
there is a large mass of decomposed vegetable matter. All garbage and refuse is
thrown out on the ground I'efore the house, where the accumulation of years nnd
years of tilth results in numerous disease-producing organisms, especially of tuber-
cle bacillus, and unless some vigorous measure is adopted very shortly the sick
Indian will he a traditional personage.

Congenital deformities are very prevalent, due largely to unskilled assistance
during childbirth. They seldom call physicians in those cases. Venereal diseasesnre
very prevalent | would su *gest thata physician be appointed to visit the village
semimonthly, armed with authority to make a house-to-house inflection, and to
instruct in cleanliness and to demand its enforcement. Consumption can only hie
eradicated by isolation of those affected. This can only be rccoinplished by the
erection of hospitals.

As show n by the church records, there were among the communicants durinz the
three years 73 births ami Do deaths.
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Rev. Curtis P. Coc, superintendent of the Baptist Orplianapc and
Industrial School, on Wood Island, near Kodiak, says:

For ibe moet part they live in comfortable homes, raise vegetables, such as pota-
toes and turnips, sufficient for home consumption. They dry and salt fish, which
composes the larger part of the food of the poorer people. They work occasionally,
but there is no satisfactory work for them. For Ihe moet part they are very poor.
Virtue is not altogether unknown. They are trustworthy so long as hunger compels
them to work, but when they have a little money their desire for liquor gets the bet-
ter of them.

The relatione between the whites and natives are amicable. These people will
soon pain away unless some substantial aid is given them. The officials and repre-
sentatives of the Government should live more decent lives. They should be pro-
vided with salaries sufficient to support them and not be depended upon fees col-
lected Thbe exact legal status of many of these people should lie determined, siuce
those who are descendants of Russian fathers . sserl their American citizenship and
claim the right to purchase liquor. Saloon-licei.se laws should be s'rictly enforced,
if notabnlisheJ. The children make good progress in school, and compulsory edu-
cation should be enforced. Alaska should be divided into school districts and a
supervisor placed over each district who would visit the schools. Gratuitous distri-
bution of supplies would induce laziness. 1 do not lieliev*. in rationing the natives
except in cases of sickness and dire destitution. Officers similar to Indian agents
should be appointed.to leach these people in agriculture and stock raising, and the
Government should aid them in founding herds of cattle, sheep, poultry, etc. Cat-
tle in many places can live in this locality through the winter without food or shel-
ter. The natives can not undertake this alone, as they are too poor. They should
lie encouraged in gardening and agriculture. No plans should be adopted which
would obliterate family ties. Poultry does well here and could lie supplied without
great outlay. Cow 3do well and give large quantities of milk. By cartful instruc-
tion these people would soon learn to become self-supporting from agriculture.
There are many large areas of tillable soil in this locality.

J. G. Kapp, postmaster at Karlack, says:

The natives fish for the canneries during the summer season and some fin lemploy-
ment at other bines. They hunt and trap in the winter. Their moral status and
trustworthiness, is not of a high order. They are generally communicants of the
Greek Church and have so many holidays to observe that their services are not
desirable among the canneries, consequently men are brought iu by the compani-ta
each season. And again, they are so given to intoxicating drink as to make their
services undesirable. The comjianies usually bring Italians and Chinese, who fetch
with them large quantities of very inferior liquor, which is illicitly sold to the
natives. The white man takes this vile stuff among the natives for immoral pur-
poses. It has been reported to me that on several occasions the native men have
sold the use of the wives to white men for liquor, in one instance one woman to
13 Italians for 1 gallon of liquor, and atother times to Chinamen for a bottle. There
are a few natives here who do not use liquor, the chief being one of them, but he is
powerless to prevent it among the others. As far as | know, there has been no
encroachment on their possessory rights by white men. A strict enforce mcnt of the
law preventing the sale of liquor is the greatest need in this locality.

M. U. Brown, postmaster at Apollo, says:

Their condition is generally pitiable. They are diseased and frequently have not
enough to eat. Live principally by hunting and fishing. Occasionally some of them
are employed in the mines here, but can not he depended upon for satisfactory work;



not »> trustworthy as formerly. Morally one ran find little fault, except in their
loose sexual relations and drunkenness, Irat in this they are not lower than the
white men who lead them into excesses. They all belong to the Greek Church.
There is a private hospital belonging to the mine in this town, but it ia not open to
the natives, although the physician at the mines treats them when called ujion.
Their relations with the whites are friendly, hut not conducive to their welfare.
They derive a great deal of their revenue from the sea, formerly from the sea otter,
which has almost disappeared. Owing to the location of the mines here, their situa-
tion is liolter than that of their neighbors, whose conditions are most pitiable. Most
of them have a morbid aplietitc for liquor. The only way to help them is to have
honest, married, paid police officials. Without medical aid to put them on their
feet again but little ran be done for them.

Dr. Joseph A. Silverman, of Apollo, sttys:

Pulmonary tnl'crculosis prevails among them. The vast majority of my cases
have Itoon of n venereal nature. Nearly all of the women have some uterine or
ovarian disense, due to sexual excess and lax morals. The only governmental
action needed lies along moral lines, and that is needed badly. | have never seen
so many people living in open adultery. Could lhese jieople lie made to lead moral
lives mid forbidden the use of alcoholic drinks, the health in this community would
lwgood. A commissionershould lie appointed at this place, which would be u great
help in settling a majority of the troubles here.

Mr. A. W. Newhnll, superintendent of the Jesse Lee Home,
Unnluska, says:

The Aleuts live in sod huts built partly under ground, containing one small room.
Except in villages where white men live they are hunters and fishers, Hnd many of
them here find employment in coaling vessolp. The moral standard is not high.
They are much given to drunkenness, both men nnd women. When not drunk
they are law-abiding, yet nre much given to falsehood, though theft is quite rare.
Much harm has resulted from the presence of saloon*.

Mr. A. E. Bain, postmaster at St. Michncl. says:

Their condition and environments rival the filthiness of the Digger Indians. Poor
food, worse ventilation, and 10 to ™ persons living in small huts have induced con-
sumption nnd syphilis, which have become hereditary. It is on’yaquestion oftime
when the rice will become extinct. Their principal occupation is fishing and trap-
ping. Many of them are deck hands, laborers, etc., since the ad vent of the white
man. Their sole supply is fish, simnlemented by trading skins for a little flour, tea,
and sugar, and as the catch of fish mis year has hcon very light there is Imnnd to lie
great suffering this winter. The condition has never been as lad as now, there being
no work for them during the winter. The moral Jtatus is good and they nre docile
and jx-acenble. The whites have treated them with justice and moderation. Schools
have been recently established and the progress of the young is astonishing. If nil
«if these natives were gathered and planted in the Tanana or some other agricultural
district and there taught to work in the right way, it would only be a question of
time when they might be se.f-supportihg. This, to my mind, secinsthe only feasible
plan of saving them from extinction.

Lieut. L. M. Hathaway, assistant surgeon of the army post. Fort
Davis, at Nome says:

The natives are not of a robust type, and being a email child-like race, do not
know how to provide against the hardships of life in this rigorous climate. Their



(owl if ofu-n insufficient, consisting chiefly o( fish, sail fish, and oil, with some thme
ami whatever they can get from the white man. They are very filthy am) lire
crowded together in tenta during the rummer ami sod liuta during the winter, the
latter having no proviaion (or ventilation, the one nhject being to kr .p out the cold.
The poor and insufficient food, over crowding and rile air, and the intense cold pre-
dispose the contraction of many diseases and render them very feeble. There is
evidence to show that the native population we* formerly much larger In this vicin-
ity than at present. The beach is dotted with the remain* of sod bouses, and at
Safety Harbor there is an old burial ground four miles long, o>er which their graves
are thickly distributed. During the years Ifidd to 1540 smallpox prevailed exten-
sively among them nnd has occurred periodically since lhen. The scourge of Die race
is tuberculosis, which prevails in pulmonary ami other forma.  Pneumoniaand bron-
chitis are very prevalent, and rheumatism, typhoid fever, and incaslcs often ocrur.
Venereal diseases are fairly prevalent Many other diseases exist among them, hut
the ones mentioned, together with starvation and the effects of the intense cold,
appear to exert the greatest influence in decreasing their number. It is difficult to
see what action the Government might Like (or their betterment. They are a rov-
ing race and would not do well if restricted to reservations, though stations for the
issue of rations might he provided and placed in charge of reliable agents, and a hos-
pital he provided for the treatment of the sick.

Dr. Edward N. Hill, health officer for the city of Nome, says:

The principal cause of death is tuberculosis and next come bronchitis anil kindred
lung troubles. They succumb very quickly to any kind of lung trouble. There
should lie @ law making the sale or giving of whisky to them a felony, aS nearly all
of their troubles are attributable to whisky. | an. a drinking man myself, hut say
without fear of contradiction that whisky is the curse of the natives. The death
rate exceeds that of the Whites here 50 per cenL There should he appointed at once
some reliable man who understands the native language, as a sort of agent for the
natives on this coast, with power to send to the commanding officer of the army peel
such natives as are needy, for rations, or who should he given dstock of goods to
trade with these Eskimos who should wish to trade. They are @ kindly disjvoeed
people, grateful for what ia done, but lack order, and are very shiftless.

Dr. A. L. Derbyshire, assistant surgeon, Marine-Hospital Service,
Nome, says:

| have found them to be tractable and appreciative, and with proper handling they
might become self-supportingaod useful. During the summer months they manage to
subsist comfortably, but fail to provide for the long winters. Fishing and bunting
stations might lie provided at suitable places along the coast anil the natives sup-
plied with implements and a portion of their products retained by the agent and
stored in warehouses, to be issued to them When needed or sold for their benefit
Proper food, shelter, and a liberal supply of soap and water would simplify the
medical question. Contracts should be made with established hospitals at reasonable
rates, or the hospitals at Fort Davis or marine hospital here kept oj*n continuously
for their benefit. The prevailing diseases are those incurred from too intimate asso-
ciation with civilization, such as syphilis, tuberculosis, parasitic skin diseases, and
ailments produced by change of diet and habits of life. Measles carries off numbers
ol them. Pneumonia and la grippe are prevalent at times. Should smallpox get a
footing it would make havoc. There should he some provision fur compulsory

vaccination.



llugh J. Leo, I'nited States eouiniisijioner, Wales, Alaska, north of
Nome, savx:

Then* nrv alnmt 500 native.* in this vicinity. The principal venation is limiting
and fishing. In 11X)2 eight whales were caught, which made food plentiful during
that year. During this season no whales and but few walrus have been caught, with
the result that all hut two or three families have left the village—gone mostly to
Nome to trade in curios—for the [nirjioso of getting as much white man's food for the
coming winter as possible. They did not leave here until alter all chance of killing
walrus had [«*in*1l. They are more thrifty here than those nearer the centers of
civilization. Oue native here has a store, which lie manages,.himself, and isquite a
business mini. Their e<de of morals would hardly do in 30|||p parts of the United
Slates. They marry and live together fora time and then change. They take wives,
a* it were, on pmhitiiin. If satisfactory, well and good; if not, they try another.
In a great iiutnlaT of cases they leave their first wives, hut they find congenial spirits
ami live together. Middle-aged couples seldom separate. They an' trustworthy in
every way. | would not hesitate to send any uinonnl of money by them. Their
rights am not interfered with, exceptin the matter of driftwood. It is a custom
among the natives to lay one log of drift wood across another, or to ptnnd it up
againstan old stump or ruck. That meansthnt it istaken, and no native excepl the
one who places it there would take it. The white man does not recognize this right,
and when he takes the wood in this condition the native thinks he is stealing.
W hen they live about white settlements they form n desire for white man's food, and
failing to lay up a supply they liecouie tramps in winlcr, and are a nuisance to the
white man. We have areindeer herd of almut 1,500 hete, about half of which belongs
to the natives. | am told that the natives 75 or 100 miles up the roast are without
food now (Septemlier 12, 100.1), and 1 fear that the natives who have left this village
to trade will not secure food enough to last them through the winter. | think the
reindeer business, pp>|wrly carried on, would Is; a good iliing for the native? | was
in lireeOland in 1S03, 1MM, 1>.15, 180C. and 1807, and saw a great deal of the natives,
mvlio are just like these. The government there cares for the natives while running
commercial companies which buy all furs, oils, etc., so that the natives get goods at
cost, and they get full value for their produce. W hile the Danish tiovernment does
not make money out of it, it is not making paupers out of the natives'. It might be

a good plan in Alaska.
The hiipcrinteiidciit of the H0|K Cros* Mission, tlic Inrirpst mission
on the Yukon Kiver. and one of the largest in Alaska, says:

Universal poverty exists among the natives here, caused by the condition? of the
country and the character of ti e [xople themselves. Fishing, hunting, and trap-
ping are their principal vocations, but trapping yields meagre resu ts in this district.
They chop wood for the steamboats, but this is on the decline, as the available
tiinU-r is nearly all used, since navigation increased in 1898. A few men work as
deck hands on the steamers for a couple of months in the summer, .'small stores
supply Hour and oilier imported provisions to those who have money, skins, or wood
to give in exchange. However, to many the high cost of store articles renders
them unattainable. Flour is f."Oa barrel, and other goods in proportion. They
are easily spoiled with contact with the whites. They were originally honest, trusty,
peaceable, and moderately industrious, tint contact with the whites has made them
gamblersand drunkards, and many of them arc thieving, licentious, idle, and quarrel-
some. The custom of white men taking native women for temporary wives i* very
demoralizing. The ollhvrs ur>- too far away to enforce the law. The destruction, to
a large extent »: the most available timber was where the white wood choppers
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have greatly injured the natives in thia t»rreo. frigid country. The propose] estab-
lishment of fisheries and canneries at or near the mouth of the Yukon and Ku>kok-
win rivers, would be a fatal blow to them. The seduction of native women is very
general. A reservation of timber lands and fishing grounds should be made for
..cm. The appointment of a surgeon or physician is also needed. They should lie
given free entrance into military hospitals. The writer speaks from long experience
in the country, having had no other employment but the uplifting of the natives.
This mission furnishes what medicine it can, but itis not properly supplied. Liquor
licenses should be withdrawn and refused. Licenses to s* Il to whites only is exactly
the same ns a license to sell to the natives. Thbe shainsn. or medicine man, should
be suppressed. They are the worst enemies of civilization. Tools for fanning and
seeds should be furnished, ami they should be encouraged to till the soil. This isa
very important feature. They should be supplied with food and clothing when
absolutely in need, bntvshia should be given prudently. If possible some work
should be required for 'hega. Too free giving makes them lazy. They are con-
tinually sick (rum lack of proper food, scrofulous, and largely consumptive. Many
of them are blind and crippled. Rheumatism is widely prevalent. Large supplies
of cod liver oil are very much needed. Pestilence in 1900 Swept away 30 to 50 per
cent of the entire population 0f this section. It is full of broken families.

Itrr. John W. Chapman, Episcopal missionary at Anvik, on the
Yukon River, says:

There are something over 500 natives in this viciuity. | have lived among
them for sixteen years. There are few white people here. They used to live almost
entirely upon fish, gnme, and berries, with a small supply of native roots. The
most important food supply at present is the salmon run in summer. When the run
ol salmon is small, their living is precarious. Their methods of fishing are not
destructive. The establishment of canneries at the mouth of the Yukon might
result in great distress. They need fish, both for themselves and their dogs. Ordi-
narily the people are able to support themselves, especially since the coming of the
whites has furnished greater demand for their labor. Their industry is commend-
able and intelligence as workmen fair. Ingenuity with the use of tools—their under-
ground huts have mostly been repiai-ed by cabins, eveu in remote villages. Their
morals are about like those of the average while community in the Stales. Drinking
is confined to a few individuals, and gambling, except in a very trifling way, is prac-
tically unknown, r.rawling is uncommon. The power of the shaman is partially
broken. There is «onie deceit and jietty thieving among them. [Illegal births are
uncommon, and the number of really depraved men and women probably small.
They otiserve the marriage relations fairly well. Only three divorces have resulted
from lhe 53 marriages performed at this mission. We have been fortunate in the
diameter of the white m*ui who have located here—generally men of good disposi-
tion. There lias lieen no interference by them, either with the possessory or domes-
tic rights of the natives, with one exception. Difficulties of this character come
mainly from transients. We need a commissioner at this place. They sliouid Is*
encouraged in agriculture, and an agricultural experiment station should !»mlocated
here, with a herd of reindeer. The United States commissioner should Is; a salaried
Officer, and not tempted for the sake of fees to magnify petty offenres. The natives
should not Is; siipjsirteil nt public expense.

Mr. H. R Montifield. postmaster and manager of the North Ameri-
can Transportation and Trading Company's 'tores at Fort Yukon, says:

| have resided here nearly four years, and am in close touch with the natives, as
iC'ist of our business is with them, and feel fully qualified to give information. This
is the central point for about 400 natives. They fish, hunt, and trap; lile in cabin*



ol I>v inurtrucliim. Tlic advent of tli<* while trapper ami miner haw curtailed the
supply n{ pimo. It isonly* matterof time when they will lave to seek other menus
of sup[»irt  \* a nile they are honest, ami settle for goods tliey buy when they are
mc.wf#l"n hunting  The fishing this season (1903) is a failure, as there have Uen
little or none caught here; in consequence of which the dogs, their only means of
truiif|[K>rtatioD, will prehably starve. Immorality and trualworthiniss are illsuit
the anme «s the usual run of natives. No schools are maintained here. A hospital,
school, and home should lie estahlished, and an agent should ho appointed to look
after the natives of the Yukon Valley, especially for the orphansand old people. A
reserve should lie set ii]*art for them, though not a compulsory one.

L. L. Thompson, po*tnm ter ut Engle, Alaska, says:

Morally they are good, fairly trustworthy, live by hunting nnd fishing. .School*
should lie established for them, and their hunting nnd fishing grounds protected

Dr. (J. A. Trenholtz, surgeon, formerly stationed ut Fort Egbert,
Eagle. Alaska, says:

For two and one-half year* f was in constant touch with the natives. The pre-
vailing diseases among them are tulien ulosis in every form, including scrufulnr. jml-
tnoitary, meningeal, and peritoneal. The deatli mte is very high and they are
rapidly In-coining extinct. The locality is a very healthy one for white people. |
have ween several native families, in one case consisting of 6 and another of 1- jier-
eons, entirely wiped out I»vtuberculosis. They are filthy in their liulut.s—rx|wclo-
rute all over the floor, and thus readily contract the disease. The blankets, etc., of
the dead are distributed among the living relatives, and these are fruitful sources for
spreading the disease. | saw twoepideinicaof measlesduring my >lay in Alaska. The
uiortality was low. The most disastrous results of these epidemics were, in n large
; cinlier of cases, tul«.-rtilofis. They clo not seem to suffer the want of food, as
li'inliug anti fishing are gissl, unless sickness strikes the family. They never pre-
jiare fora rainy ilay. | would suggest that they Iv put in clean, nninfecled cabins,
and that they lie taught cleanliness from a sanitary point of view. This could only
be done by constant c-are nnd vigilance of an agent for each village. Of minor
importaniv iethat prevision should Is- made her medical attendance ami the supply

of necessary medicines.

~ Mr. K. llix. of tin* Copper River Mining, Trailing nnd Develop-
ing Company. Copper Center, says of flic Copper River Indians:

There an 230 or DUOnatives in this vicinity. Their means of support in the past
was salmon aud game, hut since canneries havcliecn built at the mouth of the river,
and the pn*[«i:tor has come to the valley, fiotli salinun and game are very uncertain.
Tiie condition of these nativesduring the winter season is often most pitiable—many
of them on the verge of starvation They are a people anxious to learn the white
ma t's ways and rrave while man's food. They are apt to learn, and most of them
will work when properly nourished. Tiiere are some sick ones not able to work
I wonld not advise giving food to them, except in cases of old age ami sickness,
would strongly urge that the Govornmetn make some provision whereby limy may
obtain necessary flour, sugar, etc. Flouris30rentsa pound here; other things. 33 cents
apound. If these people could purchase focal here at a little more than Valdez prices,
they could make money enough fur a fair living They could then be taught to
raise vegetables, as well .v mint and_fish, and could Rt brought at once to be self-
supporting. They have no means 0 getting provisions from Valdez except as they
park it on their hacks, and by the time they reach Cop|*-t Crater all a man can
pack ha* I>eeu eaten 0N the way. The fiuvernment should make arrangement* to
sell them the necessary \od at co-t. They should I»e permitted to purchase only

f
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wlimt Iliey new! (or their support They should lie permitted to hold lands and
mining claims the same as white men. The children Lnm rapidly in school. They
an- in constant fear of starvation. They need help at once of the kind indicated,
and such help would greatly aid efforts in their behalf.

Rev. U. S. Clevenger, in charge of the Baptist mission ut Copper
Center, says of the Copper River Indians:

They are anxious to learn ihe white man's ways. Dressas while people as far aa
they can. There are {iciwibilitics in these |icople which should he developed. Their
fish and game are now uncertain. They must have some whi'e man’s food to help
keep them from hunger. The awl of provisions is very high here— flour, :K) rents
a pound; sugar, 35; other things in proportion. He can not carry his food from Val-
des oo his back, because he would start with only a supply sufficientto bring him
here. | strouglv urge that the Government permit the uatives to buy a limited
quantity of food from the commissary here at Copper Center, at actual priir of getting
it here. It isnot wise to give them food, but make the price so that they can malce
a living. They are kind, as a rule. They should lie permitted to take lands as the
white man does. The most urgent need is cheaper food.

ALASKAN FISH AND FISHERIES.

This subﬁct comes more properly under the supervision of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and the Commissioner of Fish anti Fisheries;
yet in its economic relations, and in so fur as it affects the natives, it is
one in which the Department of the Interior is interested, and for that
reason 1 beg to submit a report on partial and hasty investigations
along these lines, pursuant to instructions, leaving to the representa-
tives of the Commission and of the Treasury Department the bisk of
rewrnng on closer inspections. _ S

_ While 'the fisheries of Alaska constitute one of its principal, if not
its largest, individual source of wealth, they make small contribution
to its material development, for Ihe reason that their activities extend
over but a short period of time during the year, and for the further
reason that they are to a large extent operated by nonresidents of that
district. Their plants ate scattered alonc}; the coasts, but few of theiu
in the immediate vicinity of the centers of population. Their supplies
and much the larger part of their employees are brought with them
front the JPttcitic coast States, and the larger part of toe waFes paid
are carried back by these employees to those States, but little being
left in Alaska. Of the 77 plants operated in Alaska in iad2, but few
of them had their headquarters there, or were owned b% Alaskans,
and of the $0,400,730 invested in this enterprise, hut $53,300 belonged
to the Alaskan concerns, and of the 13,822 hand' employed only 446
were emplqged_ by them. The industry i', however, one that makes
Iar?e contribution to the general good, and is one that should be care-
fully studied, zealously guarded, and promoted to the greatest possible
extent by all legislation which will tend to advance its interests.






