


SECTION 4. LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO
REPRESENTATIVE BILL STOLTZ FOR SB 301
AND HB 197.
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SECTION 5. LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO BOTH

SENATOR CHARLIE HUGGINS AND
REPRESENTATIVE BILL STOLTZ FOR SB 301

AND HB 197.
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Representative Ramns:
Regarding House Bill No. 307, “An Act Creating the Knik River Public Use Area”.

While substantial improvements have been made to the bill, I feel further changes would make it a better bill to
ensure public recreation and safety for all Alaskans while protecting the natural environment, including fish and

wildlife.

A: Include nonmotorized use: Page 1Line 14: “Provide for the public to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses
including oflf-road vehicle and nonmotorized recreation determined to be compatible with (1) and (2) of this

section.”

B: Expand the public process page 2 line 7: Include workshops and public hearings, or establishment ofa
citizen's advisory board. This is the best means to ensure that resident safety andquality of life concerns are
addressed. Based on concerns | have heard from locals in the area, the safety issues are really important.

C: Fix the wording on incompatible use: Page 3 line 6: “aliow the Knik River Public Use Area to be used for
activities, as compatible with purposes, to include all-terrain vehicles.. ”

D. Provide for wise use of ORVs: Delete item (2) page lines 11-16 in

Incompatible Uses. This section circumvents the required public plannn g

process. ORV use is ensured in Section 41.23.180 (Purposes page 1 line 14). In particular, some existing trails
or routes may need to be re-aligned or perhaps seasonably limited to result in sustainable trails where current
routes may be contributing to erosion and having negative impacts on wetlands, fish, and wildlife. This is not an
attempt to limit access, but rather to ensure that all can access the area in a reasonable way, for decades to come.

This is where management anJ enforcement in the area is extremely important.
Thank you for considering these comments.

Dot (Dorothy) Helm

233 W. Beaver Ave.

Palmer, AK 99645

dot.h@ att.net
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March 27, 7006
TO: Representative Jay Rimras

FROM: Stan Olsen
6620 c. 11*Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99504

RE: Stolzc/Huggins HB 307/SB 197

I am writing to oppose the above act ou Jot "jack River Public Use Area. Unfortunately
this area is no longer the “pristine" aret as was long ago unofficially turned over for
use by motorized, free wheeling and flm loving folks who have relegated it into a area
devoid ofany possibility of use by families who enjoy the quiet, peaceful nature pfthe

Alaska outdoor environment.

Currently this area is continually trashed (literally), fires are set without any regard to
imramiziflg the effect on the environment. Streams, wetlands and dry lands are torn up
by machines driven by people without any demonstrated respect / regard for the
environmental degradation they cause. Notto mention the noise polk-tion which reaches
areas distant from the actual physical use boundaries

i
This area in general also suffers from the noise pollution o fthe nearby racetrack every
weekend in the summer. There needs to be a place where individuals and families can go
in peace and security without having to be subjected to the noise and generally “lawless”
attitud' of a few. Unfortunately is not a few when they are congregated in this small
area. Law enforcement is not enforced.

For the benefito ft m”~ority ofthe citizens | strongly request that this ball be killed and
legislation be implemented to turn this area into the Knik River Val’ev State Recreation
Area (under AS 41.21), far Mie benefit ofall Alaskan’s.

I’m sony for the short notice buy | was just made aware o f this hearing end wanted to
express my feeling*. | trust that you will help uphold the use of Alaska lands for the
majority o f the usera and not allow a small group to destroy a potentially wonderful state

resource.

Thank you.



Yellow = ORYV trails

Red = road, Red E. of Mud Lk. (r. square) = Maude Rd. extension
White = Middle of Sec, 22 and extent of old logging trails
Turquoise = What is left of Rippy Trail

Blue = Friday Cr. Trails - so far, singletrack
(note- the torquoise line beyond Chain Lks. Is not a mistake - ATVs haw been hauled in by air boat)

This is a rough line drawn graphic representation from my knowledge of these trails
and is not a GPS map! Use at your own risk.

The Rippy portion of ad-hoc ORV traffic was single track only from White box

to approximately the Friday Creek airstrip prior to the Maude Rd. Extension project.
This, "’long with other documentation, gives you overview abuut what is happening to
the Jim/Swan Wetlanas with no Management or adequate Law Enforcement.

Other documentation and photos available by request.

Copyright - Robert Howard Palmer, Alcska rvhoward@mac.com
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Good Day,

For the testimony on IIB307 today, it would be helpful to me it the following graphics are available for
reference and I am hoping you may accommodate me by making them available to the committee.

(I believe they have may have already found the way to Ralph Samuels office via another route.)

Thank You!
R. Howard
Palmer

>

> Could yo iprint out the following (open up the ".doc' - it is the most
> importan ) and get copies to Resource co-chairs Ramas and Samuels?
> (I feared axing would not produce the needed color)

>

>



Emily Stancliff

From: Dara Lively [daralive@yahoo.com]
Sent:  Monday, March 27, 2006 12:15 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras
Subject: HB 307

Dear Representative Ramras,

I am writing to encourage you to reject HB307 and the redrafted veision of HB307a. |was bom and raised in
Palmer, specifically in the Butte area, approximately one mile from the Knik River. While growing up, |
enjoyed riding horses, fishing, camping, exploring, playing, running and taking in the overall beauty of the Knik
River area. As | got older and moved to Anchorage, | continued to do these things on the weekends, but noticed
a rapid decline in the area, which deterred me from doing the things | loved so much growing up. Itis
disheartening to see the environmental damage, trashed cars and appliances, extensive shooting and unsafe
firearm use. The area has become a lawless no-man’s land where people believe they can do anything with

little regard fro the environment or other people. The degeneration ofthe area has resulted from the lack of

enforcement of any laws in the area.

ljust gave birth to my first child less than three weeks ago. | have dim hopes that she will be able to enjoy the
Knik River area as | did in my youth due to the safety risks if HB307 does pass. It would be wonderful to allow
her and other children the opportunity to not only enjoy the beauty and resources but to also teach them how to
play responsibly by leaving no trace so everyone can enjoy it for years on end. Please understand that the
children are our future, and that the environment that we raise them in and teach them about will effect them,

future generations and what happens to this earth long after we are gone.

I appreciate your consideration in not passing HB307 or the redrafted version of HB307a. A better option
would be to support a State recreation site for the Knik River area.

Sincerely,
Dara Lively
11100 Magnolia St

Anchorage, AK 9951b
(907)345-9294

New Yahoo! Messenger with Voice. Call regular phones from your PC and save big.

3/27/2006
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Emily Stancliff

Kathy Cross [kacross@pobox.mtaonline.net]

From:

Sent: Monday, March 27,2006 12:12 PM

Tr: Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Carl Gatto; Rep. Mary Kapsner; Rep. Jay Ramras. <ep. Jim Elkins;
Rep Kurt Olson; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Harry Crawford

Subject: HB 307

I am writing to express my concerns about HB 307 relating to access to the Knik River area and environs.

When local area residents, those most immediately and directly affected, requested legislation to curb violence
and damage to the area, this bill was not what they sought. O fparticular concern are:

€lack of provision for enforcement to protect the safety of residents and others who wish to enjoy this area (e.g.
bullets from recreational shooters entering houses in the area, residents and others bullied arid threatened);
€increasing damage to the terrain (vegetation, wetlands, riverbeds in t' ditional salmon spawning grounds) tom

up by thoughtless riders.

Alternate legislation has been suggested by residents of this area that would better piovide for their safety and
the safety of their families while allowing responsible recreational access to this area by all. | respectfully
request that you carefully consider alternatives and not approve the current bill.

Thank you,
Kathy Cross
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Emily Stancliff

From: jay cross [jaykat@mtaonline.net]
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2006 11:52 AM

To: Rep. Jim EIlkins; 'R«.,) Carl'; Rep. Mary Kapsner; Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Kurt Olson;
Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Harry Crawford

Subject: ****SpPAM*** HB307

lam writing to express my opposition to this hill as it is written. It does nothing to address the area's problems. Without
some form of enforcement with funding it will be business as usual for the people that misuse this area. Listen to the
people that are affected by the violence, and look at the damage done to the area. I've used the Knik area for years but |
won't go there now. The Knik area is no longer a remote area; it could be a beautiful area for people to go to enjoy. Right
now it is the wild west out there. Jay Cross

3/27/2006
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March 27,2006

RepTtsentative Jay Ramras;

I am writing as an avid mountaineer and outdoor enthusiast. The Knik land under
discussion is a beautifijl area of mountains, glaciers, rivers, streams and wetlands.

During the late 1990's, friends and | made numerous trips into the Jim Creek area.
On every outing to that area, we were concerned about the safety of our vehicles. At
times we even wondered about our own safety. | saw vehicles that had been bullet ridden
and others that were burned. Numerous stories filtered from that area of vandalism,
destruction, assault and mayhem.

Because of this | have been hesitant to visit this area again. | strongly believe and

support steps to protect the land, property and people in this area. | do not believe that
HB307/SB197 will provide appropriate protective measures. Therefore 1ask you to reject

this bill.

Wayne L. Todd

1921 Ivan Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99507
(907)522-6354
waynel@gci.net
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Carolynne Wang
1921 Ivan Drive
Anchorage AK 99507

Representative Jay Ramras
State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau AK 99801-1182

119 North Cushman, Suite 207
Fairbanks AK 99701

Re: HB 307/SB 197 Public Hearing
27 March 2006

Representative Ramras,

| am unable to attend today's public hearing, but would like to submit the following opinion.

I would like the legislature to reject HB 307/SB 197 and its subsequent re-drafts. The Knik River area
deserves better than a continued free-for-all. As a backcountry enthusiast | am unwilling to set foot in the
area, for fear of being shot at, or having my parked vehicle vandalized and burned. | am not alone in this
sentiment. Two years ago | attempted to ride by horse back from a friends property out to the river and
turned around bkore arriving due to the recklessness of ORV users, which spooked my horse. This area is
not open to all users by virtue of is current uses. | do not believe classifying it at a Public Use Area will make

the necessary changes.

I am in favor of a State Recreation Area, as regulations and law-enforcement will apply. | do not think a
Public Use Area will serve the same purpose. A Public Use Area, will only serve the purposes of those who
are currently, inappropriately, using the area. Regulation and planning for sustainable use is paramount to

making this area an asset to its community and surrounding areas. Currently the area facilitates an unsafe,
reckless attitude that permeates not only the backcountry area, but spills out into the road ways and

community.

Please reject HB 307/SB 197 and any re-drafts,

Thank you for >our time,

Carolynne Wang



Re: HB 307 An act creating the Knik River Public TJse Area

I support the effort to protect this region of Alaska, but feel this legislation falls short of
including everyone and everything in the planning process

The legislation is putting the cart before the horse - so to speak. It does not allow for
proper planning !i does not properly address the importance of the area for wildlife It
seems only 10 care about certain people’s right to use it and abuse it.

Don’t you see? You are legislating (making the rules) before there is a plan.

There is a simple solution.
1 create the special management area (let the planning process decide what kind)

2. authorize and fund a management plan
3. authorize and fund management ofthe area once tire plan is completed

Don’t make the rules before you do any planning. 1don’t want to insult you guys down
there in Juneau, but last 1heard there weren’t any planners or land managers among you,
or your staff

Don’t allow a few people to decide what this area should or shouldn’t be.

I think the aroa should be set aside and managed as a state game refuge. But my little
voice won’t be heard over the motor heads who want to be free to drive over the wetlands
with their ATVs and airboats. Not only damaging the wetlands but the area that supports
thousands of birds, fish and mammals. Did you know that the Knik River area has one of
the highest concentrations of black bears in the state7

Please let the public have a chance to be involved in the plan Don’t create the rules
before you have public input and a plan.

Pat Owens
Chickaloon, Alaska
745-7714



MAR-29-2006 VD 11:59 AVI MAT-SU LIO
Mar 29 06 09:50a Timbadine Sawmill* Cabin

To The House of Representatives,

I would like to take this opportunity to tell you that | approve ofthe house
Bill #307 concerning the Knik River Public use Area as it is written.

I have been aresident ofthe area for 35 plus years and have spenta lotof
time on the river bar with family and friends, It is an awesome place for
people to go and have fun. | know that there are some problems with laws
being broke outthere but if we can get Law enforcement out there that
would make these issues go away.

Il am a Leader over about 100 youth in the palmer area and we go out there
quite a few times every year and just have cook outs and go swimming and a
lot ofdifferent activities and | would sure hate to see this plrce shut down to

these types of activities.

I personally know that there is a group of Individuals that are trying to shut
down this area to offroad Vehicles because they own Horses and they like
to ski and things. Jwould like to mention that they have already shut down
an area that | use to ride my 4-wheeler in so that they could ride there horses
and ski on there trails without the presence ofthese other machines. So | feel
that ifthey have there areas to go and play in, then we should have arers
where we can go and ride also. The horse and ski area that | am referring to
is the Morgan Horse trail area O ffof Huntley road about 3 miles out of

Palmer.
It is also a beautiful area that they have already made there own.

Thanks for your time and please support House Bill #307

Michael R Owens



