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From: jay [jaynolfi@mtaonline.net]

Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2006 8:42 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Cc: Rep. Mark Neuman; Sen. C.iarl'e Huggins; Rep. Bill Stoltze

Subject: Fw: House Resorce Committee CS HB 307

—  Original Message —
From: jay
To: Rep_Jay_Ramros@legis.state.ak.us
Cc: Rep.Mark Neuman ; Senator Charlie Huggins ; Rep. Bill Stoltze.
Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2006 6:15 PM 
Subject: House Resorce Committee CS HB 307

A few years ago I was involved in the establishment of a Lake Management Ordinance in the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough. An attempt was made to place som e constraints on the useage 
of "jet skis" or to prohibit vheir use entirely, and I can relay to you that the biggest public 
outcry during all public hearings held, was, 'the surface of the lake belongs to everyone." 
Consequently, the Ordinance was written accordingly.

This same principle should apply to land useage. Public land belongs to everyone, therefore, 
the Knik River Public Use Area legislation shouid contain provisions to include all forms of 
recreation, including the use of off-road vehicles with reasonable safety precautions.

Public interest groups do not serve the public!

Jay Nolfi
P. O. Box 520309
Big Lake, Alaska 99652
907-892-6356
jaynolfi@mtaonlii e.net

Emily Stancliff

3/27/2006

mailto:jaynolfi@mtaonline.net
mailto:Rep_Jay_Ramros@legis.state.ak.us
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From: Gary Masog [gary.masog@gci.net]

Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2006 1.49 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB 307

PLEASE PASS THIS BILL. THERE ARE TOO FEW AREAS NEAR BY THAT ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR OFF ROAD USE.

Emily Stancliff

GARY MASOG
7610 OLD HARBOR ROAD
ANCH. AK. 99504

3/27/2006

mailto:gary.masog@gci.net
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From: John Davis Oohndavis@radiokenai.com]

Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2006 12:40 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: Support HB307

Jay.... Hope you support those folks in Anch and the Valley who are waiting for passage of HB307. Please let me know 
you supported this piece of legislation. John C. Davis-Kenai

Emily Stanciiff

3/27/2006

mailto:Oohndavis@radiokenai.com


From: lee.connie@juno.com
Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2006 10:46 AM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras
Subject: HB 307, Knik River Public Use Area

I wouid like to lend my support to the passage o f  HD 307. This area has been used by ORV enthuoiasts, 
including myself, for many years. I am not aware o any other area reasonably close to the large population 
centers around southcentral Alaska that is available for large groups o f  ORV users. The use o f  this area for this 
purpose should not be restricted.

Respectfully,

Lee Browning 
2907 W. 34th Ave 
Anchorage, AK 99517

Emily bianctiff

l

mailto:lee.connie@juno.com
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FAX TO REPRESENTATIVE RAMRAS <£>
KEGA J)DMG IIB307 (KNIK PUBLIC USE AREA) C

Repres.utative Rfmra.-

Pleas* consider holding HB307 until it is rewritten to include some 
regv 'atory language so that it can be truly a MULTI- USE PUBLIC USE 
AREA. As things have lieen written and with a relatively recent ( past 5 yr. 
Trend) Non-motorized users are being pressured out for safety and other 
prac tical reasons and those of us who live in this area and arc truly multi­
use users who are careful with the environment, feel violated and restricted 
in our use.
My family has lived in, and/or used this area for 40 years. We own and use 
snow macliines, 4 -wheelers, horses, we ski, hike and canoe. In the past we 
b e used the river bed and trails as far as the Glacier for horses and 3- 
wheelers....and have canoed and used small row boats in Jim Lake even
going on down the creek to the river we sk-ied right along with snow
rare'lines etc.and would ride our horses year round on the trails...The 
motorized user of the part was quite considerate and were fewer in number.
.Mo a this is becoming dangerous and difficult due to outsiders on 
motorized veliicles who travel very fast, tear up the trails (often deliberately 
trying to see how deep they can get in and still get out) the creek crossings 
have become so muddied and widened as to be dangerous on horses and 
impossible on foot or with bicycles etc. Skiiers , horseback riders and dog 
•.earns are no match for a high speed powerful motorized vehicle. Shooting 
is often in peoples BACKYARDS.... and is excessive and on high frequency 
trai-'s anc may include automatic weapons....MACHINE GUNS DO NOT
BELONG IN A PUBLIC USE AREA THEY HAVE BECOME
FREQUENT. NOR DO THEY HAVE A PLACE IN A RESIDENTIAL 
AREA.
Since the motorized users have not been regulating themselves and are often 
showing so much inconsideration to residents of the Knik Basin, the 
environment and to other users, 1 believe there will need to be some 
regulation and some form of enforcement acknowledged by the bill.
Please consider holding this bill in committee until it can be changed in 
order to protect the true MULTI- USE INTENT. And also to protect the 
residents of this area and the environment itself.

Thank you, Margaret Runser (17005 E. Dorismae Cir., Palmer, 
Ak.99645)



Yellow = ORV trails
Red = road. Red E. o f  Mud Lk. (r. square) = Maude Rd. extension 
White = Middle o f  Sec, 22 and extent o f  old logging trails 
Turquoise = What is left o f  Rippy Trail 
Blue = Friday Cr. Trails so far, singietrack

(note- the  torquoise line beyond Chain Lks. Is  not a mistake - A TVs hove been hauled in by o ir boot)

This is a rough line drawn graphic representation from my knowledge of these trails 
and is n^t a GPS map! Use at your own risk.
The Rippy portion of ad-hoc ORV tra ff ic  was single track only from White box 
to approximately the Friday Creek airstrip prior to the Maude Rd. Extension project. 
This, along with other documentation, gives you overview about what is happening to 
the Jim/Swan Wetlands with no Management or adequate Law Enforcement.
Other documentation and photos available by request.

C o p y r i g h t  -  R o b e r t  H o w a r d  P a l m e r ,  A l a s k a  r v h o w a r d @ m a c . c o m

mailto:rvhoward@mac.com
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To: Representative Jay Ramras, Co-Chairman
Re: Public Heating on the Knik River Public Use Area
Date: March 27, 2006
Summary: Statement of Opposition to HB307 and the redraft, CS HB307A. Due to 
time restraints at the hearing, I may be unable to voice my concerns. Below is my 
statement of record regarding the Knik River Public Use Area legislation.
My name is Scott Wolfe and I am a south Knik River resident.

I wish tc thank the legislatures and the public for their significant efforts for attempting to 
develop legislation for addressing concerns and conflicts that have developed because of 
repeated, irresponsible use of the Knik River area by re la tio n a l users However, HB307 
and the redraft, CS HB307A sounds as if it were written to perpetuate and enhance the 
problems instead of develop solutions

For over 20 years, residents have expressed concerns to government personnel and 
enforcement officials about the following problems caused by overuse and abuse:

1. Burned and abandoned vehicles 
2 Uncontrolled gunfire
3. Uncontrolled motorized use
4. Erosion, dust, and damage caused by ORVs 
5 Pollution (Ground, air, water, noise)
6. Abandoned campfires 
7 Poaching
8. Wildlife and fish har- ssment and disturbance
9. Trespassing
10. Alcohol and drug use
11 Incompatible uses (e.g.; airboats on Jim Cneek aojacent to Jim Lake while canoes 

are present, lead shot in waterways)

This area is truly remarkable and provides breeding, summer, and winter habitats for 
moose, Dali’s sheep, mountain goat, black and brown bear, lynx, wolf, wolverine, coyote, 
fox, weasel, snowshoe hare, American beaver, river otter, Arctic ground squirrel, red 
squirrel, passerine and upland game birds, shorebirds, raptors, gulls, ravens, over 20 
species of ducks, trumpeter and tundra swans, and gees" Jim Creak, the bHogical heart 
of the ecosystem, is historically the 2nd largest recreational fishery in Knik Arm for silver 
salmon and, along with other creeks, lakes, and wotlands in the region, contain good 
numbers of red salmon, dolly varden, rainbow trout, and whitefish. As a wildlife biologist, 
it’s hard for rr.e to imagine that this place does not have active management, enforcement, 
and the funding necessary to sustain for future generations.

Another astonishing thing to me is that target shooters have tjie ir rights completely 
protected in this proposed legislation but legitimate, responsible watertowl hunters must 
use steel shot because of widespread research that shows lead toxicity to the entire 
wetland food chain Has anyone tested the fish they catch at Jim Creek Flats for lead 
toxicity? As an avid hunter, I r*o longer hunt in tf is area because of noise disturbance, 
human to animal density, and the fear of being s lot by target shooters, joy riders, or 
partiers. This ruins the hunting experience in th ii incredible habitat for wildlife and is a 
prime example of incompatible uses.

So, obviously to everyone involved, something needs to be done to curtai) the destructive 
activities that lv •» existed for far, far, far too long. Nevertheless, I strongly oppose HB307 
and the redraft, HB307A because It seems to perpetuate and build further upon the 
reckless, irresponsible uses that have caused so much damage arid got us to this point of
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no return. I presented a full realm of objections, identified inadequacies and 3ugges1ed 
improvements to HB307 during the first public testimony at the Butte Elementary School, 
so all of that should be readily available on public record I will not reiterate a step-by-step 
walk through the shortcomings of t lv  prc posed legislation but strongly recommend 
reviewing everyone’s recommendations, making a much better attempt at improving t f *  
legislation, and allowing a more extensive public review p.ocess before approving any 
tegir'ation fortnis critical area

After the 2 public hearings, it should be very dear that much opposition still exists over 
what is our “best" alternative for managing the incredible wildlife habitat and recreational 
opportunities in this area The redraft. CS HB307A doesn't even come dose to 
addressing concerns expressed by many long-time residents or most speakers at either 
hearing. Land use decisions and a carefully though out management plan are integral for 
developing a sustainable approach at wise-use for dealing with cumulative effects of an 
exponentially growing population

Yes, the State must act on this ever-growing problem. However. HB307 isn't the answer. 
The Knik River area, and its residents deserve much, much better I’ve heard ATVers 
say, ‘ hey, this is Alaska, where we can do whatever we want whenever we want" ‘ If you 
don't like it, just move!" This legislation paves the way for this illogical thinking ... many of 
our back yards. Because no previous legislation has been developed spedftcally for the 
area, this is now the opportunity to pave the way for wise- and sustainable- use. instead of 
the “take what you can. give nothing back' attitude so prevalent with many current users 
and in HB307 (and the redraft). So, please reject this current legislative attempt to allow 
motorized users to continue taking over and affecting everyone else through disrespectful, 
irresponsible, and destructive use of these incredibly valuable natural resources

Thank you.

Scott A. Wolfe
HC02 Box 7686-J 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 
Telephore: (907) 746-8008 
Email: graywolfe@gci.net

mailto:graywolfe@gci.net


Letters of Support for HB ^07 and SB 197 
Knik River Public Use Area Legislation
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I'xdt,k/.o*̂ /Vh'(v' / "2-r̂  CvẐ -rŜ ' Cc/<<"Hi Ca "fr̂ f A j Ct̂  h-q
r w r a S  Pl«cp **)' 7vv»' fc / w^w cr< ~ 17 4-c> /■? ̂

d  *  *>.Cnf\tl‘i- -€ V  C*~ t*\ U , J

Fri'k Mof*>C



<r•<vX  t \ {• ^  /4UcP-tJL\^

5 / a  •€ '< f  - T M T A h v '  7 A 7 , 4 ^  m i  6 *

4s~>X //■ y'rf&l
/ i v /  5 ' ^ ^  '
/4 r t (~a )c  A p  j 'cd f

Z ^ f {  -J tfS 'O  r

7> <Ot A&7‘r>u/{t('r?>Js .4 4 ? , 

u J - , ^ ^  ? r4 f ^

f  - ‘ - 4 a  £  / S Z ^  ■'/ 7 '< '& (tS _  l A p

'K j ■ 4 4 ^ ' . ^ ' /  f / t - y  4  r̂ ~ ^ \ p

J f^S s
«*<d zAv*-"> y^ -V

o/

y  • r"_ 4  y ^ y -{ /  C pP yx^y.̂ y^.f ,_» <T<*yy/  ~ f —. ̂ LiZs M  <zxAjP-P_
y  ^ /  <? y  y  /  |-

sX-** cr**' / k C  <*<K < y< yyX yyri~

cj'.v' u v u r H  . < ^  <m v y r A  ..
^  -r " < /  r  { y C / 4 ' 4 4

'  i /

c/ 4 v < / 4  '//^ k - 7 k .  r-O, y O /^ C p . p £ - c ^ {  < 2yf < z7r-»

s i* r o £ o \  'P '^ r iy  Z p ^ A ; c ^ y y ^ ^ ,  

c r S  < JfL ?  c u p y ?  c y y + S / '  'i '- z A p

c P y v l e U y y P p ^ 'P s p e 3 * *  d ^ y /  y £ c y y ^ y y P y ^ -P X ^ -  r ^ y y . P ^ y  « s s - y y

< -~ ^  'eyyyy j t f Z ~ p

'u -^s*'?'/  -C sy p  C'-cP-tpJp W U * < ^ ,



O i v A 1 € H ;U  Jf

Of.'Tti f / / ' 7
" J o *  & IC - ,  s $ h t y t f f c i  -  u f A  

(sec / ' .  fa;L fc tcJ v f  t ’
LjCv j'lif 1 A-H

/ 3o/
/^c-bfyc

CJzUy ( Lî  2cc S
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SECTION 3. LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO SENATOR 
CHARLIE HUGGINS FOR SB 301 AND HB 197.
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