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Municipal Entitlements Amendment

P ag e  9, fo l lo w in g  line 11:
Insert a n e w  bill sec t ion  to  read:

S e c .9. A S  2 9 .6 5 .0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d in g  a n ew  subsec tion  to read:
(d)  F or  the  ' rp o se  o f  d e te rm in in g  the  genera l  land gran t  en t i t lem en t  u n d e r  (a)  o f  

th is  sec tion  the m a x im u m  total a c reag e  o f  vacant, u n ap propr ia ted ,  un re se rv ed  land 
w ith in  the  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  the  municipality  be tw een  the date  o f  its inco rpo ra tion  and  
tw o  yea rs  a f te r  tha t da te  shall be increased  by the  am o u n t  o f  land  located  w ith in  the 
bou n d a r ie s  o f  the m u n ic ip a l i ty  tha t  is transfe rred  to the U nivers i ty  o f  A la sk a  under  
A S  14.40.365.



Proposed Amendment for 
Trails/Easements/Misc Errors

PROPOSED NEW  LANGUAGE IN BOLD CAPS

Sec. 5. A S  14 .40 .365  is re p ea led  and  reenac ted  to r e a d -

Sec . 14.40.365. University s ta te-g ran t land, (a )  E x cep t  as p ro v id ed  in (b )  o f  this 
sec t ion , be fo re  Ju ly  1, 2 0 0 8 ,  the  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  na tura l re so u rces  shall c o n v e y  to  the 
B oard  o f  R e g e n ts  in trust  fo r  the  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  A laska ,  by  q u i tc la im  d eed ,  th'* sta te  land 
iden tif ied  for c o n v e y a n c e  to  the  un ive rs i ty  and  d esc r ib ed  in the d o c u m e n t  tit led  
"U n ivers i ty  o f  A la sk a  L an d  G ra n t  L is t  2005 ,"  da ted  Jan u ary  12, 2005 .  TH E 
CO M M ISSIO N ER MAY M AKE M INOR ADJUSTM ENTS TO  TH E MAPS OR 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION S W H ERE TH E O RIG IN A L MAPS AND 
DESCRIPTION S CONTAIN OM M ISSIONS OR ERRORS.

(e) L and  c o n v e y e d  u n d e r  th is  sec tion  to the  B o a rd  o f  R eg en ts  in trust  for the
U niv e rs i ty  o f  A la sk a  is sub jec t  to a n y  valid  p o sse sso ry  in terest  o r  o th e r  valid  
ex is t in g  r ight inc lud ing  any  lease, l icense, con trac t ,  p ro sp e c t in g  site , c la im , 
sale , p e rm it ,  r igh t-  o f -w a y ,  o r  ea se m e n t  held  by a n o th e r  pe rson ,  INCLUDING 
FEDERAL, STATE O R M UNICIPAL AGENCIES on  the e f fec t iv e  da te  o f  
th is  sec tion .

( 0  B efo re  c o n v e y in g  land u n d e r  th is  sec tion , the  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  na tu ra l  re so u rce s  
shall re se rve  access  u n d e r  A S  3 8 .0 5 .1 2 7 ,  but o th e r  p ro v is io n s  o f  AS 38 .04  and  
A S 38 .05  d o  no t app ly  to  the  c o m m is s io n e r ’s p rep a ra t io n  for  convey a n ; e  o f  
land to  the  B o ard  o f  R eg en ts  in trust fo r  the U n iv e rs i ty  o f  A la s '  a u n d e r  this 
sec t ion . IN ADDITION TO  ACCESS UNDER AS 38.05.12 7, TH E 
CO M M ISSION ER M \Y  RESERVE IN TH E CONVEYANCE 
DOCUM ENT EXISTING TRAILS, ROADS, AND O THER ACCESS 
ROUTES TH A T PROVIDE PUBLIC ACCESS TO  ADJACENT LANDS 
ANI) PUBLIC W ATERS.



D evelopm ent/A cquisition P lans and  Notice

A. T h e  v ice  p r e s id e n t  fo r  f in a n c e  a n d  p la n n in g  sha ll :

P 0 5 .11.04

1. C a u s e  to  b e  m a in ta in e d  an d  u p d a te d  a s  n e e d e d ,  C a m p u s  L a n d  A c q u is i t io n  
P la n s  fo r  e a c h  c a m p u s .  N o  real p ro p e r ty  m a y  be  a c q u i r e d  fo r  c a m p u s  
d e v e lo p m e n t  p u rp o s e s  u n le ss  a c q u i r e d  p u r s u a n t  to  an  a p p r o v e d  C a m p u s  L a n d  
A c q u is i t io n  P lan  o r  sp e c i f ic a l ly  a p p r o v e d  b y  the  B o a rd .

2. C re a te ,  m a in ta in ,  a n d  u p d a te  b ie n n ia l ly  , S t r a te g ic  P la n s  fo r  the 
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  I n v e s tm e n t  P r o p e r ty  w h ic h  
in c lu d e  a  s ta te m e n t  o f  the go a ls  a n d  o b je c t iv e s  to  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  in 
m a n a g in g  a n d  d e v e lo p in g  In v e s tm e n t  P ro p e r ty ;

3. A n n u a l ly  o r  a s  n e e d e d ,  a n d  a f te r  c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  a f f e c te d  c a m p u s e s ,  p re p a re  
D e v e lo p m e n t  P la n s  w h ich  d e s c r ib e  d e v e lo p m e n t  p ro je c t s  o n  in v e s tm e n t  
P r o p e r ty  no t p r e v io u s ly  p re s e n te d  to  th e  B o a rd ;

4 . P re p a re  an  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  to  the  B o a rd  w h ic h  c o n ta in s :  (i)  a  s u m m a r y  o f  
p ro g re s s  m a d e  to w a rd  the  g c ^ ls  an d  o b je c t iv e s  s ta te d  in S t r a te g ic  P la n (s ) ,  (ii) 
a  s u m m a r y  o f  the  f in a n c ia l  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  the  O f f ic e  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  
fo r  the  p r io r  fiscal y ear ,  (iii)  a  s u m m a r y  o f  th e  s ta tu s  o f  p ro je c ts  c o v e r e d  in 
D e v e lo p m e n t  P lan s ,  a n d  (iv) o the i  in f o r m a ' io n  re le v a n t  to  U n iv e rs i ty  R eal 
P ro p e r ty .

5. T o  th e  e x te n t  p ra c t ic a b le ,  p ro v id e  n o t ic e  o f  a n n u a l  D e v e lo p m e n t  P lan s ,  as  
fo l lo w s :

a. M a k e  c o p ie s  o f  ju c h  D e v e lo p m e n t  P lan  a v a i l a b le  at
all c a m p u s e s ,  s ta te  leg is la t iv e  in f o r m a t io n  o f f ic e s ,  
a n d  at o th e r  su ch  lo c a t io n s  a s  the  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  
d e s ig n a te ;

h. P u b l ish  no t  less  than  s ix ty  (6 0 )  d a y s  p r io r  to  the
sc h e d u le d  c o n s id e r a t 'o n  by  th e  B o a rd  o f  R e g e n ts  a 
no t ice  in m a jo r  n e w s p a p e r s  o f  ge n e ra l  c i r c u la t io n  in 
the  s ta te  w-hieh p ro v id e s  the  p u b l ic  w ith  in fo rm a t io n  
o n  the lo c a t io n s  w h e re  the  D e v e lo p m e n t  P lan  is 
a v a i la b le  fo r  pu b l ic  in s p e c t io n  a n d  in v i t in g  p u b l ic  
c o m m e n t  on  the  D e v e lo p m e n t  P lan ;

c . M a k e  c o p ie s  o f  the D e v e lo p m e n t  P lan  a v a i la b le  to  
all le g is la to rs  a n d  o r g a n iz e d  b o ro u g h s  a n d  
m u n ic ip a l i t ie s ;  and

d. S e e k  p u b l ic  c o m m e n t  o n  the  D e  e lo p m e n t  P lan  
p r io r  to  c o n s id e ra t io n  b y  th e  B o a rd .

6. P ro v id e  r e a s o n a b le  p u b l ic  n o t ice  fo r  all sa le s ,  le a se s ,  e x c h a n g e s  o r  t r a n s fe r s  o f
in te re s ts  in U n iv e rs i ty  R eal P ro p e r ty .

B. In e x e r c i s in g  its f id u c ia ry  r e sp o n s ib i l i ty ,  the  B o a rd  w il l  a d m in i s t e r  U n iv e rs i ty  R e a l  P ro p e r ty
fo r  th e  e x c lu s iv e  u se  a n d  b e n e f i t  o f  the U n iv e r s i ty ,  a n d  r e c o g n iz e  a so c ie ta l  o b l ig a t io n  to  
c o n s i d e r  th e  n e e d s  o f  the  s ta te ,  local g o v e rn m e n ts ,  a n d  the  c o m m u n i t y  a s  a  w h o le .  T o  a ss is t  in 
b a la n c in g  th e se  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  m d  o b l ig a t io n s ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  sha ll  c o n s id e r  the  fo l lo w in g



principles in m anaging and developing U niversity Real Property:

1. F a i r  M a rk e t  V a lu e . D is p o s a ls  o f  U n iv e r s i ty  R ea l  P ro p e r ty  in te re s ts  
sh a l l  b e  a t fa ir  m a rk e t  v a lu e  u n le s s  a d i r e c t  a n d  su b s ta n t ia l  b enefi t  
t o  the  U n iv e r s i ty  can  be d o c u m e n te d ,  s u c h  as w h e n  a d ja c e n t  
U n iv e r s i ty  p ro p e r ty  w il l  b e c o m e  m o re  a c c e s s ib le ,  m a rk e ta b le  
a n c / o r  v a lu a b le  b e c a u s e  o f  in c re a s e d  a v a i la b i l i ty  o f  u t i l i t ie s  o r  
a c c e s s ,  o r  o e c a u se  the  t r a n s a c t io n  o f fe r s  o th e r  ta n g ib le  b e n e f i t s  to  
th e  U n iv e r s i ty .  R e a s o n a b le  fee s  m a y  be e s t a b l i s h e d  fo r  ro u t in e  
t r a n s a c t io n s  su c h  as  e a s e m e n ts ,  n g h t s - o f - w a y ,  p e r m i t s  a n d  
t e m p o r a r y  u se s  o f  U ni e rs i ty  R ea l  P ro p e r ty .

2. E c o n o m i c  F e a s ib i l ity. D e v e lo p m e n t  p ro je c ts  on  In v e s tm e n t  
P r o p e r ty  sha ll  no t be u n d e r ta k e n  u n le s s  the  e s t im a te d  re tu rn  e x c e e d s  
th e  e s t im a te d  co s t  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  in an  a m o u n t  c o m m e n s u r a t e  w ith  
th e  r isk  in v o lv e d  o r  th e  p ro je c t  w il l  p o s i t io n  the  U n iv e r s i ty  to  tak e  
a d v a r t ' t g "  o f  fu tu re  o p p o r tu n i t ie s .

3. E n v i r c . .m e n ta l l y  S o u n d  D e v e lo p m e n t . In d e v e lo p in g  U r iv e r s i t v  
R e a l  P ro p e r ty ,  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  sh a l l  a d h e re  to  all a p p l ic a b le  
e n v i r o n m e n ta l  law s  a n d  ie g u la t io n s .  In a d d i t io n ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
sh a l l :

a. fo l lo w  g e n e ra l ly  a c c e p te d  s c ie n t i f ic  t h e o r y  as th e  
b as is  fo r  d e v e lo p m e n t  d e c is io n s ;

b. in v e n to ry  a n d  s e e k  f u n d in g  fo r  c le a n - u p  o f  a n y  
c o n ta m in a te d  s i tes  a n d  p u r s u e  r e c o v e ry  f ro m  p a r t ie s  
re s p o n s ib le  fo r  such  c o n ta m in a t io n ;  an d

c. d e v e lo p  and  hai st r e n e w a b le  r e s o u rc e s  in an 
e n v i r o n m e n ta l ly  r e s p o n s ib le  m a n n e r  a n d  e m p lo y  
su c h  te c h n iq u e s  tha t f o s te r  the  s u s ta in e d  y ie ld  o f  the 
r e so u rc e ,  in c lu d in g  a l lo c a t io n  o f  a  p o r t io n  o f  
r e v e n u e  re a l iz e d  f ro m  r e n e w a b le  r e s o u r c e s  to  
e n h a n c in g  the  g ro w tu  a n d  y ie ld  o f  s j c h  ic s o u rc e s

4 . J o b s  fo r  A la s k ans. D e v e lo p m e n t  p ro je c ts  w h ic h  p ro v id e  an  
o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  the c re a t io n  o f  j o b s  fo r  A la s k a n s  w ill  be  p u rs u e d  to 
th e  e x te n t  e c o n o m ic a l ly  fe a s ib le  a n d  p ra c t ic a b le  b y  e n c o u r a g in g  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  in -s ta te  v a lu e -a d d e d  in d u s tr ie s .

5. P u b l ic  P a r t i c ip a t io n . P ro c e s se s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  w il l  be  e s ta b l i s h e d  to
p r o v id e  fo r  p u b l ic  inpu t  o n  in v e s tm e n t  p ro p e r ty  la n d  a n d  r e s o u ic e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  p ro je c ts  tha t  re q u ire  B o a rd  a p p ro v a l  u n d e r  R e g e n t s ’ 
P o l i c y  0 5 . 1 1.05 A 2(d ) .

6 . A c c e s s  Throuszh U n iv e rs i ty  P r o per ty .  S u b je c t  to  r e c e ip t  o f  
a c c e p ta b le  to r t  im m u n i ty  fo r  d e a th ,  p e r s o n a l  in ju ry ,  and  p ro p e r ty  
d a m a g e  o c c u r r in g  on  U n iv e rs i ty  lan d s ,  the  U n iv e r s i ty  w ill  
r e c o g n iz e ,  o r  p ro v id e  a l te rn a t iv e  a c c e s s  fo r  R S  2 4 7 7  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  
a n d  e x i s t in g  s ta te  id e n t i f ie d  h is to r ic  tra i ls  w h ic h  c r o s s  I n v e s tm e n t



Properly.

In addition, procedures shall be established which provide for 

granting access easements and rights-of-way at fair market 

value (including provision for any diminution of value) to 

others who must cross Inve Jm erft Property, provided that 

such easements do net interfere with the University's ability to 

develop or use its iand.

T ra d i t io n a l  an J  C u s to m a r y  U se  S u b je c t  to  r e c e ip t  o f  a c c e p ta b le  tort 
im m u n i ty  fo r  d e a th ,  p e r s o n a !  in ju ry ,  a n d  p r o p e r ty  d a m a g e  o c c u r r in g  
o n  U n iv e r s i ty  lan d s ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  sh a l l  d e v e lo p  g u id e l in e s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  th e  B o a rd 's  f id u c ia ry  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  a c c o m m o d a te  
t r a d i t io n a l  a n d  c s t o m a r y  u se  o f  I n v e s tm e n t  P ro p e r ty  fo r  h u n t in g ,  
f i sh in g ,  t r a p p in g ,  r e c re a t io n a l  use ,  a n d  g a th e r in g  fo o d s tu f f s .  

C o m p a t ib l e  In v e s tm e n t  a n d  R c s c a re h /E d u c a t io n a l  U s e . In v e s tm e n t  
P r o p e r ty  sh a l l  be  m a d e  a v a i la b le  to  f a c u l ty  arid  s t a f f  f o r  re se a rc h  
; id  e d u c a t io n a l  p u r p o s e s  p r o v id e o  s u c h  use  is c o m p a t ib l e  w ith  
d e v e lo p m e n t  p la n s  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  v ice  p re s id e n t  fo r  f in a n c e  
a n d  p la n n in g  o r  h i s /h e r  d e s ig n e e .  A c a d e m ic  u n i ts  w il l  be  
r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  all  c o s t s  a n d  l ia b i l i t ie s  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  su ch  
r e s e a r c h 'e d u c a t io n a l  use.

04-19-M3



Juneau Empire

Bill- wouid transfer land to University

JUNEAU - More than 500,000 acres of state and federal land would be transferred to the 
University of Alaska under proposals announced Friday by Gov. Frank Murkowski and U.S. 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski.

The governor said iie planned to introduce a bill that would transfer 260,000 acres of state 
land to the university using a process that would take three years to complete and cost less 
than $850,000.

University officials and the state Department of Natural Resources had spent rruch of the 
past year selecting the land, said Gov. Murkowski spokesman Mike Chambers. The land 
would be used as educational properties and invo itment properties to generate revenue.

The iand includes 40,114 acres in Southeast Alaska, 17,110 acres in Southcentral Alaska 
and 202,776 acres in Interior Alaska.

The governor plans to introduce the bill on Monday, Chambers said.

"This land transfer will help fulfill the promise or a true land grant university. It provides a 
portfolio of income and educational properties to deliver to the University of Alaska both a 
steady and strong funding stream and the tools to expand its research capabilities," Gov, 
Murkowski said in a statement.

In Washington, D.C., Sen. Murkowski introduced legislation Friday to grant 250,000 acres of 
federal land to the university, with provisions to match the extra acreage of the state land 
grant.

The senator's bill would require the university to return about 10,000 acres it now holds in 
national parks and refuges, including in Denali National Park, Kenai Fjords National Park, 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park, and in the Alaska Peninsula and Maritime National Wildlife 
refuges.

The university would be unable to choose any federal land classified as roadless, old-growth 
timber acreage in the Tongass National Forest or land used by federal or military 
institutions.
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Governor and University Officials Craft Land Bill

February 06, 2005 
Sunday

Fairbanks, AhaKa Governor Frank H. Murkowski announced Friday that he 
will introduce legislation that transfers 260,000 acres of state land to the 
University of Alaska system.

"This land transfer will help fulfill the promise of a true land grant university. 
It  provides a portfolio of income and educational properties to deliver to the 
University of Alaska both a steady and strong funding stream and the tools 
to expand its research capabilities," Murkowski said.

The legislation creates a streamlined transfer of lands that have been 
selected by the University of Alaska over the course of the last year. It 
would supplant Senate Bill 7, passed in 2000, which created a complicated 
land transfer process estimated to last ten years and cost $ .7  million. 
Governor Murkowski's proposal is expected to take three years to cor, ^»lete 
and cost less than five percent of the previous estimate.

"This land transfer strengthens the University of Alaska's ability to prepare 
its students for the jobs of the future," Murkowski said.

Governor Murkowski announced the legislation during a press conference at 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks campus. In attendance were several 
University Regents along with DNR Commissioner Tom Irwin, UAF Chancellor 
Steve Jones and University President Mark Hamilton.

"We appreciate the commitment, cooperation and support from the 
Governor and the Department of Natural Resources for its help in developing 
this proposal," Hamilton said.

In conjunction with the state efforts, Sen. Lisa Murkowski introduced 
legislation to grant 250,000 acres of federal land to the University of Alaska 
with orovisions to match additional acreage with the state land grant on a 
one-to-one ratio. Overall, these efforts will help the University achieve the 
goal of being one of the premier land grant universities in the nation.

htip://ww\v.sitnews.us/0205news/020605/020605Jand_bill.iiiml 2/7/2005
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Anchorage Dally News
State land may end up with University of Alaska
LEGISLATION: Murkowski hopes lawmakers will approve transfer meant to benefit UA.

By LARRY PERSIL,
Anchorage Daily News
(Published: February 5, 2005)

JUNEAU -- Gov. Frank Murkowski is asking the Legislature to approve 
the transfer of 260,000 acres of state land to the University of 
Alaska, intended to provide the school with a new source of income 
for the years ahead.

The fast-track legislation, which will t r  introduced next week and 
already is scheri jled for a hearing Wednesday in the House Resources 
Committee, identifies 71 parcels around the state, including 90,000 
acres with potential natural gas resources in the Nenana Basin 
southwest of Fairbanks.

Many of the other parcels are recreational lands, including possible 
cabin sites.

The Southcentral parcels "are for the most part ... lands that will be 
turned into recreational subdivisions," said Bob Loeffler, director of 
the Division of Mining, Land and Water Management at the 
Department of Natural Resources.

The university could earn revenue by selling or leasing the parcels.

Murkowski's proposal comes after the Alaska Supreme Court a year 
ago rejected a challenge to a 2000 legislative measure to set up a 
250,000-acre university land endowment. Then-Gov. Tony Knowles 
had vetoed the bill, arguing it was an ineffective and unreliable way 
to fund the university. The court struck down the veto, though no 
lands were ever transferred.

"This has been a long time coming," Murkowski said.

A!! but one of the properties would be transferred to the university 
within three years, according to the Department of Natural 
Resources.

"This land transfe r... provides a portfolio of income and educational 
properties to deliver to the University of Alaska both a steady and 
strong funding stream and the tools to expand 'ts research 
capabilities," Murkowski said at a Friday afternoon press conference 
in Fairbanks.

None of the acreage currently produces any significant income,

Gov. Frank Murkowski wants 
to transfer land to the 

University of Alaska. ( )

UA President Mark Hamilton: 
"We are thrilled with the 

opportunity." (Photo by Erik 
Hill /  Anchorage Daily News)

http://www.adn.eom/front/v-printcr/story/6123527p-6005810c.htm! 2/7/2005

http://www.adn.eom/front/v-printcr/story/6123527p-6005810c.htm
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Loeffler said. "There is an odd this and that," he said, such as a 
regional nonprofit hatchery at one of the Southeast Alaska sites, but
no sizable rent or lease checks will Immediately go to the university Cllck on ph0' ° ,0 9nlar98 
with the land transfers.

Andex Resources holds an exploration license on some of the Nenana Basin land, west of the Parks 
Highway, and is exploring several public and private parcels in the area for natural gas potential. 
The company has not drilled any walls, though preliminary field work is under way this winter.

"We are thrilled with the opportunity," University President Mark Hamilton said before introducing 
the governor at Friday’s press conference. "This is a man who believes in us."

Just a day before, nowever, Hamilton told a jo in t meeting of the House and Senate Finance 
committees in Juneau it could be years before the university earned significant money from such a 
land grant.

"We want the land, without a doubt. ... We need it. I t ’s just not the kind of project that is going to 
meet the immediate needs of the university," said Hamilton, who was in Juneau for his annual piea 
for increased state funding for the university system.

"I don L believe that giving them this land is all that big of a favor," said Lance Trasky of 
Anchorage, a retired Department of Fish and Game biologist activ*' in state and federal land-use 
issues. "I don’t think they make that much off it over time."

In addition to t.ie Nenana land, the governor is seekmg legislative authority to transfer 49,000 
acres in 44 parcels in Southeast Alaska and 39,000 acres in 14 other parcels in Southcentral and 
the Interior.

The proposal also Includes 90,000 acres of "educational properties" statewide, the largest of which 
is 51,820 acres of Tanana Valley State Forest land southwest of Fairbanks that could become a 
university research forest.

Southcentral parcels include:

• 12,500 acres scuth and southwest of McCarthy.

• 1,000 acres near Willow Creek Road, formerly reserved for a new state capital.

• 450 acres near Frying Pan Lake, southwest of Willow.

• 280 acres at Deception Creek, east of Willow.

Department of Natural Resource officials said the entire list of parcels, maps and descriptions will 
be available on the department Web site Monday.

Other parcels in the governor's bill are:

• 960 acres at Summit Lake, west of the Richardson Highway. The region is a popular winter 
recreation area.

• 16,000 acres at Jurvis Creek, at the easternmos .dge of the Nenana Basin, an area of coal 
potential.
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• 2,880 acres used by the rocket launching facility at Kodiak.

Some of the parcels are best suited for commercial development, such as sites along the Dalton 
Highway, the Department of Natural Resources said. The Southeast lands generally are suited for 
remote recreational developments, some are for residential uses and some hold limited commercia' 
timber potential the department said in a booklet describing the properties.

The university will nee4 to consider pubPc access and fair allocation among different uses in 
managing the lands, said Rob Hardy of Wasilla, a registered big game guide and ecotourlsm 
operator.

Murkowski has worked for years, first as a U.S. senator and now as governor, to get enough land 
for the university to provide future income. Although he never won congressional approval for 
federal land transfers, he could succeed at moving state lands to the university if legislators accept 
his proposal.

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, meanwhile, introduced her own legislation Friday in the U.S. Senate, seeking 
250,000 acres of federal land to match the governor’s proposal. Sen. Murkowski’s bill would allow 
the university to select from federal lands statewide, with prohibitions on taking lands within 
roadless areas in the Tongass National Forest and the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska.

Daily News reporter Larry Persily can be reached at lpersily@adn.com, or in Juneau at 523-9306.

The list: "University of Alaska Land Grant List Parcel Descriptions" 
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UA official: There’s no reason to sell Narrow Cape land { armt j i cio*e j
Article published on Tuesday. Feb  0«th. 2005 t c \ (  s i z e ’ [-1  [ ♦ ]
By W ES HANNA
Mirror Writer

A recent proposal by Gov. Frank Murkowski to grant 2,880 
acres of state land at Kodiak Island's Narrow Cape to the 
University of Alaska system has caused concern that the land 
transfer would lead to the closure of the road system 
recreational lands.

Closures could be precipitated by the p ivate ownership of 
land by the University itse lf or through transferring the land 
to the Alaska Aerospace Development Corporation, some 
Kodiak community members feat.

Several local people have contacted Kodiak Rep. Gabrielle 
Ledoux's office with concerns about the land grant bill, 
LeDoux legislative aide Christine Marasigan wrote in an e- 
mall.

However, university public relations c l^ la ls  Sa>d Monday that 
should the land be conveyed to the university, It was unlikely 
the university would turn around and sell it to the AADC.

"I can't imaoine why we would sell it," said Kaie Ripley, In the 
public relations office of the university system. "There Is no 
reason we would."

The university system worked with the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources to select the lands for the land conveyance 
bill announced Friday. The Narrow Cape lands were selected 
as "educational property" to further the education and 
research aspect of the university system. They were not 
selected as "investment property'' for their income potential.

"This (educational) category includes twelve properties that 
are either important to current university educational or 
research programs or that can be developed for such 
programs," the overview land list from DNR states. “Their 
primary purpose is educational, not for revenue-generatlon."

Ripley said the Narrow Cape land would complement the 
rocket launch lands the University already manages at the 
facility at Poker Flat.

The Poker Flat Research Range Is the world's only scientific 
rocket launching facility owned by a university. It Is located 
approximately 30 miles north of Fairbanks and Is operated by 
the University of Alaska's Geophysical Institute. Poker Flat Is 
home to many scientific instruments designed to study the 
arctic atmosphere and ionosphere, according to information 
from its Web site.

"This dovetails so nicely with what we are already doing with 
Poker Flats,” Ripley said.

In theory, If the land is conveyed to the university, it could 
sell the land, Ripley sa d. There Is no promise that they 
wouldn't, but there would need to be a compelling reason for 
the university system to sell.

There has been some suggestion since University of Alaska 
president Mark Hamilton Is also president of the board of 
AADC, he could decide to sell the lands to AADC.

But Ripley said a land sale on the magnitude of the 2,880 
acres would go before the Board of Regents and would have 
its own open and public process.

Hamilton is scheduled to be In Kooiak on Thursday.

There are no current plans to develop the land, Ripley said.

All current land agreements would 
remain in effect should the land go to 
the university system , Ripley said.

These Include the interagency 
agreement that allows th t Kodiak 
Launch Complex to operate, a grazing 
lease owned by the Kodiak Game 
Ranch which expires In 2019 and a 
lease to the Coast Guard for the Loran 
station which expires in 2017.

In the future, perhaps 50 ye- . down 
the road, the university may iwcide to 
regroup and make different use of the 
land to better benefit the university, 
Ripley said.

Nor is the university planning to lim it 
public access to the area.

"Current access and public use areas 
are reta‘ned," the university land grant 
parcel description states, "including 
access to Fossil Beach."

Bob Loeffler, d liector of DNR division of 
Mining, Land and Water, said even if 
the land at Narrow Cape is conveyed to 
the university system, the roc’d 
easements that allow access to the 
land and fossil beach would be 
preserved.

The university land grant bill has been 
introduced in the legislature as House 
Bill 130 and Is on a fast track through 
the Legislature.

The legislation Is written so the lands 
would be conveyed to the university 
system in "he next three years.

Marasigan encouraged people to come 
to the legislative information office, 
located at 112 Mill Bay Road, tomorrow 
at 1 p.m. when the bill will be heard in 
the House Resources Committee of 
which LeDoux Is a member.

"Our office encourages people to listen 
in and comment at the LIO office," 
Marasigan wrote.

Mirror writer Wes Hanna can be 
reached via e-mail at 
whanna@ kodiakdailym irror.com.
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STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Director's Office Phone: (907) 269-8600

FAX: (907) 269-8904
Fax Transmittal Memo

Date: March 3,2005

To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Fax #: 907-465-2070

Telephone #:

From: Robert Loeffler

Number of Pages Including Cover Sheet: 3

Please call (907) 26^-8600 if  you have a problem receiving any pan  o f  this fax.

Comments:

“Develop, Conserve and Enhance Natural Resources fo r  Present and Future Alaskans
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St a t e  o f  A la sk a /,F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i , G o v e r n o r

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s
Division of Mining, Land and Water

550 W est  7* Ave.; Suite 1070 
A nchorage, A K  99501 
Telephone: (907) 269-8600

March 3, 2005

The Honorable Representative Harry Crawford 
State Capital 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Crawford:

Yesterday a'iter the House Resources Committee hesi;r<g on HE 130, the University Land bill, 
you asked m e two questions concerning possible native? allotm ent conflicts:

•  possible native allotment conflict with the proposed Lisianski Peninsula conveyance; and
•  possible Native Allotment conflict with the proposed Biorka Island conveyance;

You also handed me information about the two potential conflicts in a letter from the Sitka Tribe 
o f  Alaska. I appreciate the information and would like to take this opportunity to respond.

Lisianski Peninsula Native Allotmrnts. The letter from the Sitka Tribe o f  Alaska indicates that 
there are three native allotm ents adjacent to but not in conflict with the proposed Lisianski 
Peninsula conveyance. They assert that these adjacent allotments would be “ irreversibly 
damaged” by University ownership if  they were developed as remote settlement areas.

1 do not believe that the presence of adjacent allotments makes a university conveyance 
inappropriate. Specifically, state management would not be significantly different that 
University management for these parcels. DNR is unlikely to refrain from developm ent on 
1,443 acres along more than six miles o f  coastline because o f  the nearby allotments. A m ulti­
year land use plan with extensive public process came to a similar conclusion. Let m e explain.

In 2002, DNR finished the Northern Southeast Area Plan that includes these parcels (identified as 
B-06, B-0”\  and B-07 in the Plan). The designation for the parcels is general use, and the 
management intent provides that the parcels are “to be managed for m ultiple uses including 
dispersed recreation and remote settlement.” The plan’s intent also indicates that the remote 
settlement is unlikely in the near future, and should not occur until better access occurs and un*il 
more accessible state lands are developed. However, in summary, D N R  concluded, after a m ulti­
year planning process with extensive public participation, that these parcels should be included in 
a development category and should be used eventually for remote settlement.

Put another way, DNR concluded that the nearby land ownership (including native allotments) 
was not incompatible w ,th development, m fact DNR’s management under the A rea Plan would 
be similar to that likely by the (Jn iv ^ ity . I hope this answers your concerns about this parcel.
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Biorka Island 'vie n rial Native illotments. The effect o f  the potential Native Allotments on the 
proposed Biorka Island conveyance is different from those o f  Lisianski Peninsula. T ha 
allotm ent, a portion o f  which has already been approved by BLM, was excluded from the state's 
ow nership on Biorka Island. I f  the heirs o f  Mr. W alton file a reinstatement application ’vith 
BLM, and BLM appr >vcs that application, the T ea the reinstated application is automatically 
excluded from state ownership. This p rob lem .. ay affect the acreage that the University 
ultim ately obtains. However, University c wnership w ill not affect the fate o f  Mr. W ilto n ’s 
allotment. That fate rests with BLM.

You also asked a question about the location o f  a seal or sea-lion haul out near the proposed 
Biorka Island conveyance. I am still trying to find inform ation about that hut will relay the 
<nfoi ration when I liave it.

I hope this is helpful. I apologize for not getting you inform ation you requested sooner. If  you 
need anything else, please let me know (and I promise to respond as soon as possible).

Cc: Representative Ramras 
(WLRgPIgiffliative Samuels^b
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Brandon Maitlen

From: Brennans [brennans@gci.net]
Sent: Sunday, March 06. 2005 8:51 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras: Rep. Ralph Samuels
Subject: Fw: HB 130; Baranof Warm Springs

Co-chairmen Rarnras and Samuels,

On behalf of the Baranof Property Owners Association, thank you for hearing and listening to testimony of those 
oppos'd to inclusion of the Warm Springs Bay lagoon and lakefront parcel in the HB 130 conveyance; and thank 
you for your action in removing it from the bill. In the long run, the unpopularity and associated negative publicity 
from this conveyance would have outweighed whatever financial benefit the University would have received from 
this marginally developable property. Your responsiveness to public testimony was in this regard in the best 
interest of the University itself; was consistent with DNR's prior area plan; and is very much appreciated by the 
residents oi Warm Springs Bay.

Jim Brennan 
Prer Jent, BPOA

3/7/2005
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ATTN. Representative Jay Ramras 

Fax Number 1 0 0 7 4 6 5 2 0 7 0  

Phone Number

FROM Deb Spencer 

Fax Number 907 735-2tsC5 

Phone Number 90 J-735-2495

SUBJECT HB 1 3 0

Number of Pages 5 

Date 3/--='2005

MESSAGE

u »ar Members of the House Resources Committee:

We are disappointed with the committee s decision to move the 
bill out of committee on Friday rather than as announced to be 
Monday. Pelican residents still v sh to submit a petition letter 
regarding HB 130. We are concerned that the lands in our inlet 
will not be managed with the same level of balanced 
consideration and public input that is provided in DNR's Northern 
Southeast Area Pian.

Please take our concerns into consideration should HB 130 
reach the House floor as it appears destined to do. Thank you.
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February 14,2(L j  

Dear Legislators:

Wc the undersigned, residents o f  Pcijcan and Lisianski in let request that you reject HB 130 end 
S 3  96. The University Lands B ill. We urge you to protect the lands slated •dr rransier in Lisianski 
Inlet fo r the following reasons:

» They are highly used for subsistence and recreation purposes, Privatization o f these lands 
designated os “ Public Recreation and Tourism -Undeveloped" in DNR’ s own Northern 
Southeast Area Plan (NSEAP) would open them for any type o f  commercial 
develop;.icrt

• T ivy are adjacent to Wilderness and Roadless areas and large-scale development would 
be an inconsistent usr. Further, this use would be inconsistent with iccal plaining 
uocuments.

• There are no safeguards in the bill that mandate the University manage these lands in a 
manner that is consistent with community planning and resident’s needs. “ [Land] shall be 
managed in a manner that, to the extent practicable, permits reasonable activities o f  the 
public thal do not interfere with the use or management o f  the land by the university,”  i6 
insufficient to piotect the public’s best interest.

• There is already n process in piece whereby the transfer o f  land to the Uaivcrdty may be 
accomplished that allows fo r greater public process. Morsovsi. SL 7 requires the 
University to establish a management plan and seek public comment before land 
disposals. This bill seeks to ciicumvent the public process.

• The University is compelled to manage thcac parcels for profit only. DNR ’s management 
mandate is more encompassing to include recreation, compatibility with adjacent lands, 
local planning, traditional uses including subsistence, habitat, and development among 
other nwtds.

• The Mite Tove parcel is nn important anchorage for commercial fishermen and the 
uplands are a documented dccr and bear corridor. The NSEAP recognizes this critical 
habitat and use and protects this land from private ownership.

• Businesses holding DNR tidclaods leases adjacent to these parcels would be displaced by 
private ownership.

• These parcels were designated as primarily “ Public Recreation and Tourism •• 
Undeveloped”  in DNR’s NSEAP: this calls for land to be retrain undeveloped .md cannot 
be sold to individuals. Other uses included water uses and some settlement, but only on 
the beach fringe. This is a far cry from DXR ’ s own characterization o f the bill ns 
“ focused primarily on lands that had been designated settlement, genera! use, or general 
public recreation in DNR land-use plans." O f note, “ general publio recreation”  docs not 
exist in the NSEAP as a land use designation

Please carefully consider the aegativ* impacr on the residents o f Pelican and Lisianski Inlet o f 
this legislation. We can only extrapolate the deleterious effects statewide o f the Unrvcrs’tv Lands 
B ill.

Thank . ou for your consideration.
Sincerely,

The Residents of Pelican and Lisianski Imet
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uu.~ î u-jLSL
AzL? - *5  
S -lT 'C iS l.

3 J j5 ln 5  
i 'M o *  
ILH o/ oz:

Mailng A ddsss
7*7 fray ftc'Cu:us\

_|3 to». P i l L f  CL&#-*—<»? 7  —/L iz* , Astn

X- ___

->a. isV^ .
n t-a tiic jL . K * au> 
P ^ /fy JC U irJ 1 ___

&l x  *Lh'
Q c*. 73* A !  t*.-L /b k4c*->r- — ^ rr»  " a g j  a .

^  ^ aZ L s1a:AL£2?¥S-
t> . - .

Phone

7 J ^ ^ 1

2Z&2Z<&  _ _
- 73Slt3Q:. I y

£KJ^AbJ  c__
. y J n L ic a ^

,uLfiA_ / T n  22 Z  
*'■ C g ^ ./fc & M Z  : 2 ^ ^ ? 4  a

-________________  L3ii= iA3^n
J r t - 7 * i  m $< 7j5s?s, ? : ’

Registersd Voter? (Y/N)

- i f i z z :

_ - f =

K

j T

- ? £ - P A t J i f t l . .  IK 'itL a  y^r
Zl4_/2/>* 'M 3 ^ A A iMt1l  M  ‘O rt 7J5_-J3u 2 _  w

£QB(^13Ji Jkl'.can fiJL T35~'LL%
>m. 9J  ^  ^

y ^ eU M - -  2 l l WQS \- L ) * id 4
vAf-Ki ^£ ‘hiX-&(?A_____ « ^ /7  /£=»

-   - r _____________

P0 ̂  !oS.?yCi^A>L9aS3fiL. 12̂  -ia ta  *^e^ _
-----------------------, _ ._____________ Co t, (\x  T a s -jg i 3_

M ^ U  M . A tL ^  ^  t lo O x  ? * s : J k < L ___ v * ^ 3 _
• •* '»-, .% - l i  A  /. -7 1 ____—___ / I  '

P. tLcoA.JtL______
r ° !  & ± ' y' S 's-&+y x k .

V*— ------
m & g .
/ 3 S -3 ^ ic r*l-X

_y t'-

HB 130/SB 9D Pelican Petition 1



Saturday, March 05, 2005 3 57 PM____________Cross S ound Saafoods 907- 735-25:5______

a  3BM4 **S  3a<nHOOO^ S A b b ° » Z C t 9 C T t > s Y ‘ ' l‘ V o r ? ? 'HL o a ? /c r .^ a " “ *
I Wi 8Z9Sl9aW:XVj Z800BA0U W NOH. SC-82-03i

  U 5 S - B 96- 0S S  3 * * * « C  « « * £ , 0  5 0  2 0  •>



Pelican and Lis Unski Infet Residents Oppored to HB MCISB 9«, Jnlverslty Lands BUI

The undersigned re&ldeets offer their concurrence with the lettBr d r ' jrf February 14,2005 regarding transfer of state land f  a  University:
rName Date Signature Malting Addrcsa Phone Regie tered Voter7 (Y/N)

^ 1  ‘ r  e, r* <./ . x M l k ' y C C. jj; C f l p Y 9«V* r ^ . r v *  j h  / f r v Y Z -^ ^
c/ £ /?  h  l ~ j z/ 5 / > r f

Vo S' —y !/ I
n  7  f r L

k iffl i'ttM s M u r& zifr' w w 1 /  r

HB I307SB 96 Pelican Pelilion btn

Saturday, March 05, 2005 3.57 PM 
 

 
Cross Sound Seafood. 907- 735-2505



Phono: (907) 450-8022 
Fax: (907) 450-8023
joe.b:edle(5>alaska.c0u

Joseph M. Beedle 
Vice President for Finance

208 Butrovich Building 
910 Yukon Drive 
PO Box 755120 
Fairbanks. AK 99775-5120

U N I V E R S I T Y  
of A L A S K A
Many Traditions O at Alaska

Mr. Jo h n  B u rk e ,  G en e ra l  M an  igcr
S o u the rn  S o u th e a s t  R eg iona l  A q u acu l tu re  A ssoc ic  *, Inc. 
14 B o rch  S tree t  
K etch ikan , A K  99901

F ebrua ry  28 , 20 0 5

D ear  Mr. B urke:

D u r in g  the leg is la t ive  p " b l ic  h ea r ing  p rocess  o n  H B 130 , y o u r  o rg a n iz a t io n  so u g h t  assu rances  
f rom  the  U n iv e rs i ty  j f . vlaska (U A )  regard ing  S S R A A ’s c o n t in u e d  u n in te r ru p ted  use >f Neets  
C re e k  lease a rea  fo r  a ha tch ery  a n d  cost reco v e ry  opera tion  a f te r  title is t ransfe rred  from the  State 
o f  A la sk a  to UA . T h is  le tte r  ad d re sse s  cer ta in  a ssu ran ces  tha t U A  will a g re e  to  shou ld  a  land 
g ran t  bill be  p assed  in c lu d in g  th e  N e e ts  C re e k  parcel (K T .1 0 0 4 ) .

O u r  first a s su ra n c e  is that U A  will  w ork  w ith  S S R A A  a n d  the  D ep ar tm en t  o f  N atura l  R esources  
(D N R )  to s e c u re  a form al lease a g re e m e n t  p r io r  to the  t ra n s fe r  o f  p ro p e r ty  tc  U A . B ased  on 
in fo rm ation  that w e  have  re c e iv e d  from the D N R , L ease  A D L  No. 2 2 6 2 8 5  is n e a r  com ple tion  
and  m a jo r  n e g o t ia t in g  po in ts  have  been reached.

W e h a v e  a lso  a g re e d  to p ro v id e  a deed  res tr ic t ion  that will p ro v id e  for  a r ig h t  o f  firs ' refusal for 
S S R A A  to p u rc h a se  the leased  p ro p e r ty  T h e  deed res tr ic t io n  inc ludes  a p ro v is io n  restric ting  
U A  from  d e v e lo p in g  or u t i l iz ing  the leased  p roperty  in a n y  m a n n e r  tha t  n eg a tive ly  affec ts  the use 
o r  o c c u p a n c y  o f  th e  p roperty  by S S R A A  so long  as d ie  lessee  law fu  .y o ccu p ie s  the property , 
re ta ins  its n o n -p ro f i t  s ta tus an d  m a in ta in s  s ign if ican t  h a tc h e ry  and re c o v e ry  opera t ions  at Neets 
C reek ,  w ith o u t  the  w rit ten  co n sen t  o f  S S R A A .

A ttach ed  p le a se  find draft d eed  res tr ic t ion  lan guage  that w o u ld  be inc lu d ed  in the tran sfe r  deed. 
U A  is a lso  p ro p o s in g  an a m e n d m e n t  to H B 1 3 0  (see a t tach ed ) ,  in sec t ion  6, subsec tion  (b)  that 
im p ro v es  the p u b l ic  n o t ic .  p ro c e ss  and is in ten d ed  to p ro v id e  m ore  e n g a g e m e n t  o p p o r tu n i ty  for 
a f fec ted  land o w n e r s  and th e  gen e ra l  public .

Re: Proposed University Land G rant 
Neets C reek Parcel



\ . r .  Jo h n  B urke  
N e e ts  C re e k  Parcel 
P a g e  2

W e  are  c o n f id en t  that U A  will b e  a g o o d  le s so r  a n d  n e ig h b o r  to  S S R A A  and look fo rw ard  to
m o re  de ta i led  in te rac t io n s  sh o u ld  th is  biil b e c o m e  law  a n d  sh o u ld  the  N ee ts  C reek  parcel b e  
tran sfe rred  to  U A .

T h a n k  you  for y o u r  c o m m u n ic a t io n  effo r ts  a n d  cou r tes ie s  e x ten d ed  to U A  m a n a g e m e n t  as w e  
w o rk  th ro u g h  th is  p rocess .

Jo se p h  M. b e e d le  
V ic e  P res iden t  for F in an ce

cc: H o u se  R eso u rce  C o m m it te e
D N R
R e p resen ta t iv e  J im  Olkins

A t tach m en ts :
D eed  R estr ic tions  -  N ee ts  C reek  
P ub l ic  N o tice  A m e n d m e n t

S ince re ly ,



NEETS CREEK
SOUTHERN SOUTHEAST REGIONAL AQUACULTURE ASSOCL\TION, INC.

DEED RESTRICTIONS

ADD LANGUAGE TO THE “ UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA LAND GRANT LIST.”

[Insert  fo r  q u itc la im  d e e d  from  State o f  A la sk a  to the  U nivers i ty  o f  A laska]

SUBJECT TO: L e a se  A D L . N o .  2 2 6 2 8 5  (S o u th e rn  S o u theas t  R eg iona l  A q uacu ltu re
A sso c ia t io n ,  Inc.) G ra n te e  sha ll  not d e v e lo p  o r  u ti l ize  the  above  P roperty  in a n y  m a n n e r  w hich  
neg a t iv e ly  a f fec ts  the u se  or  o c c u p a n c y  o f  th e  Property  by  the  L essee  so  long as  lessee law fully  
o ccup ies  the P roperty ,  re ta ins  its n o n -p ro f i t  s ta tus and  m a in ta in s  s ign if ican t  hatchery  and  
recovery  op e ra t io n s  at N ee ts  C reek /B ay ,  w ithou t  the  w rit ten  co n sen t  o f  the L essee , w hich  
co n sen t  sha ll  not be  u n re a so n a b ly  w ithheld .

Lessee’s Right o f  First Refusal. B efo re  any  ot the ab o v e  P roperty  m ay  be sold for  the first t im e  
by the G ran tee ,  the  L essee  shail have  a  r ight o f  first refusa l to  p u rch ase  the P roperty  on the  te rm s 
and  co n d it ions  set forth b e lo w  ( th e  "R igh t  o f  First Refusa l") .

( a )  N o t ice  o f  P ro p o sed  T ra n s fe r . G ran tee  shall de l iv e r  to L essee  a w rit ten  notice  
(the  "N otice")  s ta ting: (i) G ran tee 's  b o n a  fide  in ten tion  to  sell all o r  a port ion  o f  
the  P roperty ; (ii) the  n a m e  o f  the  p roposed  pu rchase r(s)  ( "P ro p o s ed  Purchaser");
(ii i)  the b o n a  fide p u rch ase  p r ice  o r  o th e r  co n s id e ra t io n  for w hich  G ran tee  
p roposes  to  sell all or a port ion  o f  the  P roperty  ( the  "O ffe r  Price"); and  (iv) the 
m ateria l  te rm s a n d  cond it ions  o f  the  p ro p o sed  o f fe r  (the "O ffe r  T erm s") .  T h e  
N o tice  shall  be d e e m e d  G r a n te e ’s o f f e r  to sell the P roperty  (o r  the portion  o f  the 
P roperty  a f fec ted  by the  p ro p o sed  sa le )  to Lessee  at the O ffe r  Price  a n d  on the 
s a m e  O ffe r  T e rm s  s tated  in the Notice .

(b) E xerc ise  o f  R ight o f  First R e fu sa l . At an y  time w ith in  9 0  d ay s  after  receipt o f  
the N otice ,  L essee  m ay, b y  g iv in g  w r it ten  n o tice  to  G ran tee ,  e lec t to pu rchase  the 
Property  a t the O f fe r  Price  and  on  the  s am e  O ffe r  T e rm s  s ta ted  in the N otice .

(c) T erm in a t io n  o f  Ritzht o f  First R e fu sa l . T he  R ight o f  First R efusa l  shall 
te rm ina te  as to the  P roperty  ( o r  the port ion  o f  the  P roperty  a ffec ted  by the 
p ro p o sed  sa le )  90  d ay s  a f te r  rece ip t by  Lessee o f  the N otice .

(d)  A ss iu n m en t  o f  Ritzht o f  F irst R e fu sa l . T h e  R ight o f  F irst R efusal shall not be 
ass igned .
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Douglas Owen

From:

Sent:

To:

jbryner [jbryner* matnet.com] 
Wednesday, F'aruary 09, 2005 1:47 PM 
Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB V?0
A tta c h m en ts : haessler-norris trail system.pdf haessler-norris doc.pdf 

D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  R a m ra s ,

I h a d  sen t  y o u  a c c  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  le t te r  to  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  N e u m a n ,  b u t  I p u t  in the w ro n g  e m a i l  
a d d r e s s  fo r  y o u ,  a n d  the  m ail  b o u n c e d  b a c k  to d a y .  P le a se  tak e  n o te  o f  o u r  c o n c e r n s .  T h a n k  you .

S in c e re ly ,

J o a n  B ry n e r

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

D e a r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  N e u m a n .

VVc w o u ld  like  h e re w i th  to  v o ic e  o u r  o p p o s i t io n  to  H B  130. In g e n e ra l ,  w e  b e l ie v e  it is not a g o o d  idea  
to  a t t e m p t  to  f in a n c e  the U n iv e r s i ty  th ro u g h  land  sa le .  W e  v i u l d  p re f e r  a  d i r e c t  f in a n c in g  th ro u g h  the 
le g is la t iv e  b u d g e t .  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  s h o u ld  re c e iv e  th e  fu n d s  that it n e e d s  in  th e  p re se n t ,  not fu n d s  b a s e d  
on  s o m e  p o s s ib le  lu tu re  sa le  o f  land.

H a v in g  v o ic e d  th e  a b o v e  o p p o s i t io n ,  w e  w o u ld  like to  b r in g  y o u r  a t te n t io n  s p e c i f ic a l ly  to  the  p a rc e ls  
lo c a te d  in the  a r e a  o f  W i l lo w .  It s e e m s  to  u s  that th e  c h o ic e  o f  p a rc e ls  m a y  h a v e  b een  m a d e  f ro m  a  d e sk  
in J u n e a u  a n d  c o t  f ro m  v ie w in g  the  la n d  in situ. M u c h ,  if  n o t  m o s t ,  o f  th is  l a n d  is c o m p r i s e d  o f  
w e t la n d s .  It w e t  Id be v e ry  c o s t ly  to  d e v e lo p  su c h  lan d s  a n d  w o u ld  re q u i r e  p e rm i ts ;  th u s ,  it w o u ld  not 
re a l ly  be b e n e f ic ia l  to  the  U n iv e rs i ty .

H o w e v e r ,  o u r  im m e d ia t e  c o n c e r n  has  to  d o  w itii  a tra il  s y s te m  h is to r ic a l ly  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  at p re se n t  
f r e q u e n t ly  u se d  in the  F ry in g  P a n  L a k e  a n d  D e c e p t io n  C re e k  a rea s .  T h e  H a e s s le r - N o r r i s  T ra i l  S y s te m  is 
d o c u m e n te d  in th e  M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  a rc h iv e s .  W e  a re  e n c lo s in g  v ia  a t t a c h m e n t  a  m a p  a n d  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  
this t ra il  s y s te m .  S o m e  o f  th e se  tra ils  h a v e  b een  in u se  fo r  d e c a d e s .  T o d a y  th e s e  tra ils  a re  r e g u la r ly  u sed  
by m u s h e r s  t r a in in g  for  th e  Id i ta ro d  a n d  the  F u r  R o n d y  races .  P r iv a te  o w n e r s h ip  o f  th e se  p a rc e l s  c o u ld  
c o m p le te ly  w ip e  o u t  the tra il s y s te m  s h o u ld  an  o w n e r  d e n y  a c c e s s  o v e r  th e se  lan d s .

T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  s t r o n g ly  p r o p o s e  to  you  to  a m e n d  th e  bill so  as  to  exclude the  W i l lo w  a re a  p a rce ls .  It 
w o u ld  in d e e d  be  e x t r e m e ly  r e g re t ta b le  i f  th e  H a c s s le r -N o r r i s  T ra i l  S y s t e m  w e re  to  be j e o p a r d i z e d  by th is
bill.

I w o u l d  like th is  le ttc i  to  be  pu t in to  the  p u b l ic  re c o rd .

2/9/2005



J o a n  a n d  B ru n o  B ry n c r  
P .O . B o x  2 4 7  
W illo w . A k  9 9 6 8 8

T e l.  9 0 7  4 9 5  6 2 5 3

2/9/2005



From: Ronald Dick [redick@gci.net]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09,2005 2:07 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep. Ralph Samuels; Rep. Jim Elkins; Rep. Carl Gatto; Rep. Gabrielle

LeDoux; Rep. Kurt Olson; Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Harry Crawford; 
Rep.Mary.Kapsnen@legis.state.ak.us 

Subject: Land transfer

Douglas Owen

I am a resident of Sunnyside, AK (jwest of Pelican) ^n Lisianski Inlet. I am opposed to 
the transfer of land at Ilte cove in Lisianski Inlet. This is an important heavy weather 
anchorage and over night spot for the commercial fishing fleet, it is a very important 
subsistence site for the Native community and the other rural residents of the area, and 
any development would be inconsistent with the upland use of wilderness. Thank you for 
considering my input

Ronald E. Dick

1
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Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc.

Ketchikan,
Ak 99901

14 Borch Street

Phone:
(907) 225-9605 

FAX:
(907) 225-1348

8 February 2005

Chairman Jay Ramras 
Chairman Ralph Samuals 
House Resources Committee 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK

Dear Representative Ramras and Representative Samuels:

This letter is written to inform you that Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture 
Association (SSRAA) strongly opposes the inclusion of the Neets Creek Parcel, which is 
the Neets Bay Hatchery site and it’s associated watershed, in those lands proposed to 
be transferred from the State to the University of Alaska. We ask you not to transfer this 
parcel to the University of Alaska; that it remain as State lands.

The reasons for our opposition to the land transfer are summarized below:

1. The Neets Creek land parcel is almost exactly the small watershed that is the 
sole source of water for Neets Bay Hatchery and the hatchery site, which lies in 
the lower end of the parcel at saltwater.

2. The Neets Bay Hatchery site is one of the few true production hatchery sites in 
Alaska that can sustain both large-scale production as well as cost recovery in a 
Special Harvest Area.

3. The single over-riding goal in the administration of university land is to generate 
revenue for the university.

4. University land administrators pursue two course -> in meeting their goal: if the 
land is appreciating in value or provides significant revenue through use it is held; 
if the land is not appreciating in value or does not otherwise provide funds 
through use it is sold to generate revenue.

5. SSRAA is a non profit corporation. Regional commercial salmon fishermen 
chose to tax themselves 3% of the ex-vessel value of their harvest to initiate 
funding for SSRAA in the early 1980's and continue to do so as collateral for 
SSRAA’s well-being.

6. If SSRAA is significantly charged for use of the Neets Bay Parcel, SSRAA would 
necessarily have to increase cost lecovery harvest and revenue, taking fish that 
would have otherwise been harvested by fishermen. This is in essence a tax on 
salmon fishermen.



7. If SSRAA is required to buy the land to retain its current site, the organization will 
have to increase cost recovery harvest to repay the required leans. Again, this is 
in essence a tax on SE salmon fishermen.

8. If the watershed is used for another form of resource extraction, the quantity and 
quality of water in the small watershed will likely be altered and detrimental to 
hatchery operations.

9. Regardless of whether both parties work in good faith, the current goals of 
University Land administration of the Neets Creek Parcel and SSRAA are 
mutually exclusive.

10. The University could not reach its goals w.thout significantly impacting a non­
profit organization that would have to take more from its users to meet the 
increased costs of operation. Or put otherwise, the University would be taxing 
fishermen to support its programs.

11. The other alternative is that SSRAA would leave the site and either cease to exist 
or reduce production to a fraction of what the organization now produces. This 
would result in a significant loss in harves* for SF fishermen.

12. Any long or short-term value the University would receive for this parcel is very 
small related to the long-term value now produced for SE Alaska communities 
from SSRAA's activity on the site.

A more detailed explanation of this issue is attached.

We appreciate your willingness to consider our position on this matter.

John Burke
SSRAA General Manager

cc:
Representative Jim Elkins 
Representative Carl Gatto 
Representative Garbrielle LeDoux 
Representative Kurt Olson 
Representative Paul Seaton 
Representative Harry Crawford 
Representative Mary Kapsner 
Representative Peggy Wilson 
Senator Burt Stedman.



1 he outcome of this proposed land transfer would at the least result in an additional tax 
on commercial fishermen in SE Alaska and in the worst case it would bring an end to 
SSRAA operations.

The Neets Creek Parcei is the Neets Bay Hatchery site ai d its watershed. The hatchery 
is located at the interface of this parcel with saltwater. There is a barrier falls on Neets 
Creek that blocks the entire watershed to salmon. Much of the parcel was relatively 
recently logged and there are currently no tenants or resource users in or adjacent to this 
parcel except SSRAA. This is a small watershed and it is likely that 3ny significant use 
of the parcel involving resource extraction would negatively impact water quality and 
become a detriment to successful operation of the hatchery.

Neets Bay is one of only several true production hatcheries in the State of Alaska; it is 
SSRAA's flagship facility. While the uncounted bays and freshwater streams in SE 
Alaska suggest that there are many opportunities for fisheries enhancement, in actuality 
there are few sites that meet the criteria for such an operation considering the distance 
from important wild salmon stocks, availability of a quality water source and the ability to 
establish an adjacent Special Harvest Area that accommodate both cost recovery and 
common property fisheries without impacting traditional fisheries or adjacent wild stocks. 
Neets Bay is such a place and it is the only hatchery that meets all of these criteria in 
Southern Southeast Alaska.

SSRAA annually gains approximately 75% of the corporation s operating revenue by 
conducting ccst recovery harvest in Neets Bay. There are currently no alternative sites 
in Southern SE Alaska where SSRAA could do large-scaie cost recovery.

Without a fully functioning Neets Bay Hatchery, both in the production offish and cost 
recovery harvest, SSRAA could not exist as it is now known.

The process of the proposed land transfer has increased our concern about this matter. 
Though we have been working closely with DNR for several years to design a long-term 
lease for the Neets Bay Hatchery site, the first we heard of the proposed land transfer 
was on Tuesday of last week when we were called by a staff member of one of our local 
legislators. DNR has been involved in a lanu selection process for several years while 
we were in direct good-faith discussion with that agency over a long-term lease of the 
same site. Recent activities associated with this lease process were done at the request 
of DNR and at a cost to SSRAA, including a survey of the hatchery site and a 
professional assessment of the value of the site. While the actions of DNR are not the 
issue of concern, the actions leave questions of “good faith dealing" unanswered and 
significantly raise the level o* concern around this issue.

The concern related to "process” did not end early last week. Through numerous calls 
and e-maiis to personnel in DNR, we simply were not able to get any information about 
what was napoening and where we stood in the process. The best answer we received 
can be paraphrased: “people very high in government had made these decisions after 
careful consideration and that what was done was done". We discovered late Friday 
afternoon that there would be a news release from the Governor’s Office that afternoon 
and that a representative from the University would be in Ketchikan to answer questions

SSRAA's Perspective of the Proposed Land Transfer of the Noets Creek Parcel:



about the proposed land transfers the following Monday, which was yesterday as I write 
thi: letter. We would not have known of these things had we not inquired after being 
alerted by our legislative iepresenta*ive.

SSRAA staff and members of the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors met 
with the representative from the University on Monday. This person was open and 
candid, but not reassuring. First, lands are transferred to the University Land Trust to 
generate income. While existing land uses are taken into consideration, the generation 
of income is the goal of administering these lands. There are generally two 
consequences: the land is held if it can be used to create significant income or if the land 
was appreciating in value; if the land does not meet either of those criteria it is sold as 
profits from the sale will generate interest i.icome in the Land Trust.

While we feel we may be able to work with the administrators of this program, we are left 
wondering eyactly what that would mean in terms of an outcome. It seems the two 
groups have contradictory goals. SSRAA is a non profit corporation designed to provide 
salmon harvest for common property fisheries, and not to make a profit. Successful 
operation of Neets Bay Hatchery is essential to produce the numbers of fish required to 
significantly enhance salmon fisheries in the region as well as being essential to create 
the cost recovery revenue necessary to sustain SSRAA. Neets Bay Hatchery is the 
heart of SSRAA's activity. The University Land Trust administrators are charged with 
generating revenue from lands they hold. Increasing lease costs or user fees for SSRAA 
would require additional cost recovery harvest to meet those costs, which by its nature 
takes fish from common property users. Simply put, any increase in user fees would 
come directly from fish/revenue that would otherwise go to regional commercial and 
sport fishermen as SSRAA would have to increase its share of cost recovery harvest to 
meet the new costs. Any other use of this land would likely disturb this small watershed 
directly impacting water quality and the successful function of the hatchery, 'n addition, it 
is hard to imagine any additional use of this small tract of land that would generate 
significant revenue foi ’he University If the University chose to sell the land SSRAA 
would have to buy the land in order to continue its current program. The required loan 
would be paid by additional cost recovery harvest, which would again come directly from 
fish that would otherwise be harvested by common property users.

If the University Land administrators determined that the land must be sold, and SSRAA 
either could not or chose not to purchase the land it is very likely SSRAA would cease to 
exist.

The University could not reach its goals without impacting a non-profit organization that 
would have to take from its users to meet the increased costs of operation. Or put 
otherwise, the University would be taxing fishermen to support its programs.

Finally, it is hard to imagine that any funds the University might get from admii ..stration of 
this land would o«? but a small fraction of what the region now receives from SSRAA’s 
operations on the parcel. There is a legitimate possibility that the actions of the 
University would cause SSRAA to fail.

Background on Neets Bay Hatchery and SSRAA: Currently about 130 million chum 
salmon are produced annually at Neets Bay for release there and at 3 additional sites 
(Anita Bay, Kendrick Bay and Nakat Inlet) in Southern SE Alaska. The Neets Bay coho 
program with 3 million smolts released annually is the largest long-term coho program in 
SE Alaska in terms of adult returns. In addition there are 800,000 Chinook released



annually at Neets Bay. Because all the hatchery facilities in the region are fully utilized, 
these programs could not be transferred to other existing sites.

The hatchery was built in 1983 with loans secured by fisheimen who taxed themselves 
as collateral for the loans. The site was built on US Forest Service Land. SSRAA 
continued to lease the site from the Forest Service until 1993 when the land was 
transferred to the State. SSRAA has worked with DNR since 1998 to establisn a lease 
on the site. SSRAA has met all requirements of DNR in this process. The primary 
difficulty of the process was that SSRAA desired a long-term lease to insure the 
operation and the nature of such a lease was relatively unique in DNR process. I* *s 
important to note that SSRAA has willingly incurred costs for requirements imposed by 
DNR and has always acted in good faith in these negotiations.

SSRAA runs three additional hatcheries, Whitman Lake in Ketchikan, Burnett Inlet near 
Wrangel and Crystal Lake near Petersburg. The Neets Bay facility is considerably larger 
than the other sites and is the only place where SSRAA does a significant cost recovery 
program.

The impact of SSRAA’s programs is far-reaching ir. Southern SE Alaska. In 1999 the 
McDowell Group estimated the annual regional' conomic impacts of the organization at 
approximately 28 million dollars. The primary value is distributed directly to commercial 
salmon fishermen who harvest SSRAA-produced fish and the processors who buy, 
process, and sell these fish. Many of these fishermen as well as SSRAA employees 
populate local SE communities and support local bu. nesses, secondarily adding to this 
amount. At the time of the survey McDowell estimated that SSRAA production 
contributes $3.1 million a year through guided sport fishing and associated businesses in 
Ketchikan alone. While this is included in the $28 million estimate, be. ;efits of the 
sportfish harvest of SSRAA-produced fish in communities from Sitka and Craig in outside 
waters through Wrangel and Petersburg on inside waters is not included.

SSRAA is run by a Board of Directors primarily comprised of commercial fishermen and 
including representatives from local communities arid other interests.

John Burke
SSRAA General Manager



PORT ALEXANDER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Revised

INTRODUCTION

r iR fQ S E

A coroprrhcr.sivc plon is t  guide for making decisions that affect (he future deve/opnicnl o f  ■ community. The 
p in  identifies community goats and sets policies and development s' andards to achieve Ihr goals. Thus, when 
(saucs arise about development or capital expenditures, they can he evaluated on a basis of esioblished policy. 
This helps assure that development and expenditures will be consistent with community goals.

The original Port Alexander Comprehensive Plan is the nau lt o f  a four-yew effort by rremov-rs o f  the Planning 
Commission. City Council and interested residents. The Plan was lormalizcd after several citywidc meetings 
and oo'.nllejs w aft sessions and adopted m 1984 Revision process was tegun  in 1995 and adopted in 1996. 
As adopted by the city, this pian bxom es the official framework for future devdopm aiv.

Three key terms are used throughout this documert:

Plan Element: A major category or subjeu  area, such as land and w m c t  use, circulation/transportation, 
or community facilities

Goal: A desired condition or situation io be achieved

Objective: A course o f action selected to reach a goal

UPDATING THE fLAPi
The Planning Commission will meet annually, and p rc s o  ..pdattti changes to  liie City Couxrcil in January. It 
yhovki include & description o f  events during this time that have affected the plan, how the plan was affected, 
wkI, i f  ̂ p ropria le . recommendations for changes in the plan, irchanges in the plan a n  recommended, hearings 
will be held to ensure that the goals and objectives o f  the plan accurately reflect ihe long-term qua lib/ o f  lile and 
the desires o f  t i e  community.
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I a m  a g ra d u a te  s tu u e n t a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a , F a irb a n k s . M a n y  o f  m y  

fa m ily  m e m b e rs  w o rk  fo r  ie U n iv e rs ity . H o w e v e r , w e  a re  u n ite d  in b e lie v in g  th a t the  

U n iv e r s i ty  L a n d s  B ill is  a v e ry  p o o r  u ea l b o th  f o r  U A  a n d  fo r  th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a . T h e  

L a n d s  B iil w il! not c o m e  c lo se  to  so lv in g  th e  U A ’s b u d g e t p ro b le m s : h o w e v e r , it m ay  

p re ju d ic e  th e  S ta te  a g a in s t g ra n tin g  fu n d s  to  U A  in th e  fu tu re . F u r th e rm o re , it p u ts  th e  

U n iv e rs i ty  in a  p o s itio n  w h e re  it m u s t l iq u id a te  its  lan d s  to  c o n tin u e  o p e ra tin g  at c u r re n t 

lev e ls .

M o re  im p o rta n tly , th e  L a n d s  B ill t re a ts  A la s k a ’s p e o p le  u n e th ic a lly . C o m m u n itie s  

w e re  g iv e n  o n ly  tw o  d a y s  to  re s p o n d  to  a b ill th a t h ad  a p p a re n tly  b e e n  u n d e r  p re p a ra tio n  

fo r  at le a s t a yea r. M a n y  c o m m u n it ie s  m a y  be  a f fe c te d  s tro n g ly  a n d  a d v e rs e ly  b y  p a s sa g e  

o f  th is  b ill. A ll o f  Ui A la sk a n s  w ill lo se  o u t a s  s till m o re  o f  o u r  p re c io u s  p u b lic  la n d s  p a ss  

in to  p r iv a te  h a n d s . T h is  bil c o u ld  tra n s fe r  as m u c h  as 1 6 7 ,0 0 0  a c re s  o f  lan d  a w a y  fro m  

th e  p e o p le  o f  A la sk a . F u r th e rm o re , w e  w ill lo se  o u r  rig h t to  p u b lic  p ro c e s s  i f  th is  b ill is 

p a s se d  a s  w ritte n . In fu tu re , th e  U n iv e rs ity  c o u ld  d e v e lo p  th e se  h o ld in g s  w ith o u t a n y  

p u b lic  n o tif ic a t io n  o r  h e a r in g s . M a ry  M o n tg o m e ry  h as  a tte m p te d  to  a s . u ag c  fea rs  a b o u t 

th e  lo ss  o f  p u b lic  p ro c e ss  by  d e s c r ib in g  the  U A ’s p o lic y  o f  p u b lic  n o tif ie s  on. H o w e v e r , 

it s e e m s  d is in g e n u o u s  o f  h e r to  d e fe n d  the  b ill o n  th e se  g ro u n d s , w h en  th e  b ill i ts e lf  

s p e c if ic a l ly  e lim in a te s  th e  s ta te  s ta tu te  th a t fo rm s  th e  m a n d a to ry  b as is  fo r  th is  p o lic y . It 

s e e m s  th  t th is  L an d s  B ill is n o t so  m u c h  an  a tte m p t to  e q u ita b ly  fu n d  th e  U n iv e rs ity  as it 

is a s e m i- tra n s p a re n t p lan  to  d e v e lo p  p u b lic  la n d s  w ith o u t p u b lic  sa n c tio n .

G o v e m e r  M u rk o w sk i c la im s  th a t p r iv a te  lan d s  a re  b e tte r  m a n a g e d  th an  p u b lic

Dear Jay Ramras,



b n d s .  T h is  is  o n ly  tru e  w h e n  “ b e t te r  m a n a g e d ” m e a n s  “ m a n a g e d  fo r  p r iv a te  g a in .” 

C o n s id e ra t io n s  o f  p u b lic  g o o d , o r  o f  th e  r ig h ts  o f  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls , s e ld o m  

h av e  a  p la c e  in  th e  m a n a g e m e n t d e c is io n s  o f  a p r iv a te  e n tity  s e e k in g  p r iv a te  g a in . I 

s u p p o r t th e  U n iv e rs ity , b u t its  m iss io n  is n o t to  be a  s te w a rd  o f  A la s k a n s ’ lan d . It sh o u ld  

b e  fu n d e d  fa ir ly , n o t a t th e  e x p e n s e  o f  e th ic a l  t re a tm e n t fo r A la sk a n  c it iz e n s . P le a se , 

s ta n d  up  fo r  A la s k a n s ’ r ig h ts  b y  o p p o s in g  H B  130.

T h a n k y o u ,

R o s e m a ry  M c G u ire  

B o x  8 3 5 5 3  

F a irb a n k s , A K .

9 9 7 0 8
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■Jane Pierson

From: Rebecca McGuire [ftrlm@uaf.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2005 4:07 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras
Cc: Rep. Jim Elkins; Rep. Carl Gat’o; Rup. Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Kurt Olson; Rep. Paul Seaton;

Rep. Harry Crawford; Rep. Mary Kapsner; ftrlm@uaf.edu
Sub ject: UN IVERSITY LAND G R ANT/STATE  FO R EST

Resources Committee:

As a graduate student at UAF, I would like to see a well-funded University system.
However, I feel that Governor Murkowski's recently submitted bill to transfer State lands 
to the University (HB 130) is the wrong way to fund us. The Lands Bill will not come close 
to solving the University's budget problems; however, it may prejudice the State against 
granting funds to UA in the future. Furthermore, it puts the University in a position 
where it must liquidate its lands to continue operating at current levels.

The bill was introduced February 7th, which was the first notification that the affected 
communities were given. Communities were given only two days to respond to a bill that had 
apparently been under preparation for at least a year. Many communities may be affected 
strongly and adversely by passage of this bill. All Alaskans will lose out as still more 
of our precious public lands pass into private hands. This bill could transfer as much as 
167,000 acres of land away from the people of Alaska.

The other problem, as I see it, is that once this land passes to UAF, a private 
institution, the public process is sidelined. There is little required public notice or 
commentary once the land is in private hands.
The University could develop these holdings without any public notification or hearings. 
Mary Montgomery has said that University's policy of public notification will prevent this 
loss of public process.
However, it seems disingenuous of her to defend the bill on these grounds, ;hen the bill 
itself specifically eliminates the state statute that forms the mandatory basis for this 
policy. It seems that this Lands Bill is not so much an attempt to equitably fund the 
University as it is a semi-transparent plan to develop public lands without public 
sanction.

Governor Murkowski claims that private lands are better managed than •-'ublic lands. This 
depends upon your definition of 'better managed'.
Considerations of public good, or of the rights of communities and individuals, seldom 
have a place in the management decisions of a private entity seeking private gain. I 
support the University, and I want it to be funded. However, it should be fu..ded fairly, 
not at the expense of ethical treatment for Alaskan citizens. As a lifelong Alaskan, I 
feel that this is a great mistake and reflects poorly on the University and the State 
legislature.

Please, stand up for Alaskans' rights by opposing HB !.30.

Rebecca McGuire

1
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From: Christine lundstedt [baranof9general@yahoo.com]

Sent: Tuesday. March 01. 2005 1:06 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB130

Jane Pierson

C h r is t in e  L u n d s te d t  
4 7 9  K a tlia n  S tre e t 

S itk a , A la sk a
Baran o f9gen e ra l@ yah on .com

R e p re s e n ta tiv e  Ja y  R a m ra s  

S ta te  C a p ito l B u ild in g  

J u n e a u , A la sk a

D e a r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  R a m ra s ,

T h is  le tte r  is to  u rg e  y o u  to  d ro p  B a ra n o f  - W a rm  S p rin g s  B ay  fro m  MB 13 0 .

T h e re  a re  p re s s in g  a n d  c o n c re te  re a so n s  w h y  B a ra n o f  W arm  S p r in g s  s h o u ld  be e x c lu d e d

T o u r is m :
B a ra n o f  p r e s e n t ,  is a lre a d y  a  v e ry  h ig h  u se  a re a , an d  a re g u la r  f  ill d a y  s to p  on  th e  itin e ra ry  o f  all 

c ru is e r s  a n d  c o m m e rc ia l  to u r  v e s se ls  in S o u th e a s t. N o m a tte r  h o w  g lu tte d  v is ito rs  a re  on S o u th e a s t 

b e a u ty  th e y  a lw a y s  c o m m e n t W a rm  S p rin g s  B a y  is a je w e l in  a  c la s s  o f  its  o w n . A t the  B a ra n o f  

G e n e ra l S to re  (I o w n  it, m y  d a u g h te rs  ru n  it) w h ic h  is th e  de  fa c to  to u r is t  in fo rm a tio n  o ffic e , w e  h ea r 
th is  all d ay  e v e ry  d a y  an d  b eg a n  k e e p in g  a log  o f  the  c o m m e rc ia l  c ru is e  b o a ts  la s t s u m m e r  an d  

d is c o v e re d  w e  are  a v e ry  h ig h  u se  d e s tin a tio n  in d e e d  w ith  th o u s a n d s  o f  v is ito rs  e v e ry  sea so n . O f  o u r 

s ta te D s  to p  th re e  in d u s tr ie s , to u r ism  to d a y  is th e  o n e  w ith  th e  m o st n e a r ly  u n lim ite d  p o te n tia l. V is ito rs  
are  th r il le d  by  th e  p r is tin e  n a tu re  o f  W a rm  S p r in g s  B ay . D e v e lo p m e n t, ro a d s , b u ild in g s , fe rry  te rm in a ls  
in th is  w o n d e rfu l b a y  w o u ld  be a g r im  a n a c h ro n is m  a n d  a  d e a th  k n e ll fo r  th e  bay  a s  a  d e s tin a tio n  an d  w e 

c e r ta in ly  se e m  to  h a v e  v a lu e  in th e  S o u th e a s t to u rism  p ic tu re . T h is  p r is t in e  b e a u ty , th e  very  re a so n  

p e o p le  c o m e  to  A la sk a , is s o m e th in g  y o u  c a n n o t c re a te  b u t it c e r ta in ly  is so m e th in g  e a s ily  d e s tro y e d  an d  

im p o s s ib le  to  g e t b a c k  e v e r  a g a in . T h e  lan d s  b ill is w ritte n  in d e f ia n c e  o f  a  le n g th y  a n d  th o ro u g h ly  
re s e a rc h e d  c o n c lu s io n  D N R  c a m e  to  in th e ir  e x te n s iv e  re p o rt o n ly  tw o  y e a rs  ag o  th a t th e  p re c ise  lan d s 
in c lu d e d  in  th e  p ro p o s e d  U n iv e rs ity  G ia n t  s h o u ld  n e v e r  b e  d e v e lo p e d  b u t p re s e rv e d  fo r  the  e x is t in g  an d  

c o n tin u e d  h ig h  lev e l o f  p u b lic  re c re a tio n a l u se . A n d  D N R  n o te d  th e  g re a t  m a jo r ity  o f  the  p a rce l in 
q u e s tio n  is im p o s s ib le  to  b u ild  o n . S o m e  e a rs  h a v e  e v id e n tly  b een  b o x e d  a t D N R  to  p ro d u c e  th e  lan d s 
b ill w ith  a  s tra ig h t face .

T h e  n o  s tr in g s  d e v e lo p m e n t th e  U n iv e rs ity  lan d  g ran t o p e n s  us up  m e a n s  th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  the  v e ry  real 

a n d  rich  c u ltu re  o f  a  c e n tu ry  o ld  A la sk a n  to w n s ite  an d  its  w ell d e m o n s tra te d  s tro n g  a p p e a l fo r  v is ito rs .
I f  th e y , a n d  w e , se e  p a v e d  re a d s , fe rry  te rm in a ls , all th e  d e v e lo p m e n t th a t is su d d e n ly  p ro p o se d  fo r  th is  

b a y  a n d  to w n  v is i to rs  an d  h o m e o w n e rs  h e a r ts  w ill s in k  a n d  w e su re ly  w i l1 be  d ro p p e d  fro m  to u rism  
it in e ra r ie s  lik e  a h o t ro ck .

3/1/2005

mailto:baranof9general@yahoo.com
mailto:Baranof9general@yahon.com


Page 2 of 3

B a ra n o f  W a te r  S u p p ly :
B a ra n o f  d e p e n d s  c o m p le te ly  o n  B a ra n o f  L a k e  a n d  R iv e r  fo r  its  fre sh  w a te r . It is th e  p re se n t 

u n d is tu rb e d  n a tu ra l te rra in  th a t  a s su re s  u s  o f  th e  c le a n  a n .’ p u re  w a te r  w e n o w  h a v e  A s th e  se le c te d  
la n d s  a re  n o n -p e rc o la t in g  th e  m a ss iv e  d is tu rb a n c e  c a u s e d  b y  c o n s tru c tio n  a lo n g  th e  e a s t  e n d  a n d  sou th  
s h o re  o f  B a ra n o f  L a k e  an d  R iv e r  w ill c re a te  f ilth y  w a te r  a s  se d im e n ts  a n d  p o llu ta n ts  w ash  d ire c tly  in to  

th e  r iv e r  a n d  o u r  d r in k in g  w a te r . In  fac t it is  im p o s s ib le  to  re d ire c t  w a s te  w a te r  a n d  e v e ry th in g  it w ill 
c a r ry  a n y w h e re  e ls e  b u t the  la k e  a n d  r iv e r . F ish  a n d  G a m e  w ill tell v o u  th e  r iv e r  a n d  lak e  a re  su p e rb  c u t  
th ro a t  tro u t h a b ita t  h ig h ly  p r iz e d  by  f ish e rm e n , a n d  it is a  w o r ld  c la s s  d e s t in a tio n  fo r  fly  f ish e rm e n  the 

b a y  js w o n d e rfu l B a ra n o f  W ild e rn e s s  L o d g e  in p a r t ic u la r  c a te rs  to . D is tu rb a n c e  o f  m u sk e g  c re a te s  a 

q u a g m ire  th a t w ill n e v e r  re s o lv e  w ith  o n g o in g  u se  o f  th e se  fra g ile  a re a s . T h e  fo u lin g  o f  th e  w a te r  w ill 

in c re a s e  e x p o n e n tia l ly  w ith  a d d itio n a l c o n s tru c tio n  o f  b u ild in g s  an d  th e ir  u se . W e a sk  th e  H o u se  
R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e  to  e x c lu d e  th e  B a ra n o f-W a rm  S p r in g s  B a y  la n d s  f ro m  th e  se le c tio n  to  p ro te c t o u r  

o n ly  s o u rc e  o f  s a fe  an d  c le a n  w a te r  a n d  th e  h ig h  le v e ls  o f  u se  o f  o u r  la k e  a n d  r iv e r  p ro v id e . P lease  

c o n s u l t  a  m a p  a n d  n o tic e  how  /e ry  c lo se  to g e th e r  th e se  r e s o u rc e s  a re  g ro u p e d . D e s tro y  o n e . d e s tro y  

th e m  a ll.

B a ra n o f  H o t S p r in g s :
T h e  h o t sp r in g s  b e tw e e n  B a ra n o f  L ak e  a n d  to w n s ite  a re  a le g e n d  in th e m s e lv e s , a n d  su p p ly  ho t w a te r  to  

h o m e o w n e rs  a n d  to  th e  th o u s a n d s  o f  v is ito rs  to  W a rm  S p r in g s  B ay . The C ity  an d  B o ro u g h  o f  S itk a  h as  
p a r t ic ip a te d  in th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  a p u b lic  b a th  h o u se  in B a ra n o f  tha t is e n jo y e d  by  th o u sa n d s  ev e ry  

y .a r .  A lso  th e re  is  a  v e ry  su b s ta n tia l  c o m p le x  o f  n a tu ra l ho t m in e ra l w a te r  p o o is  in  the  ra in  fo re s t r ig h t 

a lo n g s id e  the  B a ra n o f  R iv e r  th a t is u tte r ly  s p e c ta c u la r . T h e s e  p o o ls  h a v e  lo n g  b een  an d  c o n tin u e  to  be  
d e s c r ib e d  in s u p e r la t iv e s  in  c o u n tle s s  tra v e l b o o k s , p e r io d ic a ls , c u rre n t a n d  a n c ie n t c ru is in g  a tla se s , a n d  

c o m m e rc ia l  c ru is e  sh ip s  th e m s e lv e s  in c lu d e  p ic tu re s  a n d  te x t in th e ir  a d v e r t is in g  lite ra tu re  to  tell 

p o te n tia l  c l ie n ts  th e y  a rc  in f o r  so m e th in g  v e ry  sp e c ia l in d e e d  w h en  th e y  a r r iv e  at B a ra n o f  in  W arm  

S p r in g s  B ay  fo r  a so a k  in th e ir  fa m o u s  h o t s p r ir  gs. T h e s e  h o t sp r in g s  c o m e  fro m  d e e p  b e n e a th  the 
e a r th D s  m a n tle  to  th e  s u r fa c e  in e x te n s iv e  s e rp e n tin e  f is s u re s  th a t in th e  c a s e  o f  T e n a k e e  a re  in te ll ig e n tly  

p ro te c te d  by  b la s t in g  p ro h ib itio n s . T e n a k e e  h a s  an  o rd in a n c e  p ro h ib itin g  b la s tin g  a n y w h e re  w ith in  a 2 0  

m ile  ra d iu s  o f  th e  to w n s ite  in  o rd e r  to  p ro te c t th e ir  o n e  sm a ll sp rin g . B a ra n o f  h as  n in e  p r im a ry  f is su re s  

a n d  sp r in g s  in q u ite  a c lo se  g ro u p in g  u se d  b y  m a n y  tim e s  m o re  p e o p le  th a n  in  T e n a k e e  th a t r ich ly  

d e s e rv e  p ro te c tio n . C e r ta in  o f  o u r  sp r in g s  a re  c le a r ly  q u ite  u n s ta b le , d e l iv e r in g  a su b s ta n tia l flo w  fo r  a  
p e r io d  ( o f  m o n th s )  a n d  o n ly  a  tr ic k le  th e  nex t. O u r  S itk a  A sse m b ly  is p re s e n tly  w o rk in g  o n  an 
o rd in a n c e  th a t w ill p ro h ib it  b la s tin g  w ith in  the  m o st re a s o n a b le  ra d iu s  in o r d e r  to  p re se rv e  th ese  

w o n d e rfu l s p r in g s  th a t a re  a  tre a su re  fo r  s o  m a n y  p e o p le .

S e is m ic  A c tiv ity :
T h e  2 6 7  a c re s  s e le c te d  fo r  th e  la n d s  b ill a re  id e n tic a l w ith  th e  lan d  id e n tif ie d  fo r  m o st c o s tly , an d  o n e  o f  

th e  m o s t p o p u la r ly  re v ile d  p re l im in a ry  fe rry  te rm in a l S A T P  p lan s .
W ith  sp e c if i • r e g a rd  to  th e  c ro s s - is la n d  D ro a d  to  B a ra n o fD , a  m a jo r  e a s t-w e s t  fa u lt ru n s  d ire c tly  
a lo n g s id e  a n d  j u s t  to  the  n o r th  o f  the  p ro p o s e d  ro a d  b e d . F u r th e rm o re , the  fau lt is in an  a re a  o f  B a ra n o . 

Is la n d  its e lf  c a te g o r iz e d  as b e in g  at p a r tic u la r ly  h ig h  r isk  o f  se ism ic  a c tiv ity . F o r  o n e  I fee l p re tty  
c o n v in c e d  th a t s p e n d in g  m o re  th a n  1 0 0 -m illio n  d o lla rs  to  b u ild  su ch  a  ro a d  c o u ld  in s te a d  b u y  a flee t o f  
g o o d  s m a lle r  fe r r ie s  w ith  a tu rn  o f  sp e e d , a s  w ell a s  a little  d re d g in g  a n d  w id e n in g  in  S e rg iu s  N a rro w s . 

T h e n  w e  w ill t ru ly  h a v e  a h ig h ly  e f fe c tiv e , f le x ib le  a n d  v a s tly  m o re  a f fo rd a b le  sy s te m  th a t w ill 
re a l is t ic a l ly  in c o rp o ra te  S itk a  in to  the  S o u th e a s t  tra n s p o r ta tio n  g rid .

3/1/2005
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Thank you for your attention in a matter that carries such broad and long term consequences for the 
financial, commercial, and cultural health of our state. Again we urge you to drop the 267 acres in 
Warm Springs Bay from any form of HB130.

Best regards,

Christine Lundstedt 
Sarah Lundstedt 
Dana Lundstedt 
(registered Alaska voters all)

3/1/2005
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St a t e  of  A l a sk a /,Fr a n k  M u r k o w s k i , G o v e r n o r

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s
D ivision  o f  M m ing, Land and W ater

550  W est 7* Ave.; Suite 1070 
A nchorage, A K  99501 
T elephone: (907) 269-8600

March 3,2005

The Honorable Representative Harry Crawford 
State Capital 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Crawford:

Yesterday after the House Resources Committee hearing on HB 130, the University Land bill, 
you asked me two questions concerning possible native allotment conflicts:

• possible native allotment conflict with the proposed Lisianski Peninsula conveyance; and
• possible Native Allotment conflict with the proposed Biorka Island conveyance;

You also handed me information about the two potential conflicts in a letter from the SitKa Tribe 
o f  Alaska. I appreciate the information and would like to take this opportunity to respond.

Lisianski Peninsula Native Allotments. The letter from the Sitka Tribe of Alaska indicates that 
there are three native allotments adjacent to but not in conflict with the proposed Lisianski 
Peninsula conveyance. They assert that these adjacent allotments would be “ irreversibly 
damaged” by University ownership if  they were developed as remote settlement areas.

I do not believe that the presence o f adjacent allotments makes a university conveyance 
inappropriate. Specifically, stare management would not be significantly different that 
University management for these parcels. DNR is unlikely to refrain from development on 
1,443 acres along more than six miles o f coastline because o f the nearby allotments. A multi­
year land use plan with extensive public process came to a similar conclusion. Let me explain.

In 2002, DNR finished the Northern Southeast Area Plan that includes these parcels (identified as 
B-06, B-07, and B-07 in the Plan). The designation for the parcels is general use, and the 
management intent provides that the parcels are 4kto be managed for multiple uses including 
dispersed recreation and remote settlement.” The plan’s intent also indicates that the remote 
settlement is unlikely in the near future, and should not occur until better access occurs and until 
more accessible state lands are developed. However, in summary, DNR concluded, after a multi­
year planning process with extensive public participation, that these parcels should be included in 
a development category and should be used eventually for remote settlement.

Put another way, DNR concluded that the nearby land ownership (including native allotments) 
was not incompatible with development. In fact DNR’s management under the Area Plan would 
be similar to that likely by the Uni versity. I hope this answers your concerns about this parcel.
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Biorka Island Potential Native Allotments. The effect o f  the potential Native Allotments on the 
proposed Biorka Island conveyance is different from those o f  Lisiansld Peninsula. That 
allotment, a portion o f which has already been approved by BLM, was excluded from the state’s 
ownership on Biorka Island. If the heirs o f  Mr. Walton file a reinstatement application with 
BLM, and BLM approves that application, the area o f  the reinstated application is automatica'ly 
excluded from state ownership. This problem may affect the acreage that the University 
ultimately obtains. However, University ownership will not affect the fate o f  Mr. Walton’s 
allotment. That fate rests with BLM.

You also asked a question about the location o f a seal or sea-lion haulout near the proposed 
Biorka Island conveyance. I am still trying to fmo information about that but will relay the 
information when I have it.

I hope this is helpful. I apologize for not getting you inforr ation you requested sooner. If you 
need anything else, please let me know (and I promise to respond as soon as possible).

Cc: Representative Ramras
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Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce Resolution 
#05-01

WHEREAS Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association's (SSRAA) hatchery at Neets Bay has 
consistently produced significant social and economic saimon enhancement benefits for Ketchikan since 
1983; and
WHEREAS SSRAA, a not for profit corporation. ha« produced S28 million dollars in total economic 
output for the Ketchikan region in 2000 and produces similar benefits year after year for the past twenty- 
four years; and
WHEREAS the salmon production from Neets Bay hatchery is credited with the majority o f this 
economic output; and
WHEREAS Neets Bay is SSRAA's largest production hatchery releasing over 135 million juvenile 
salmon to the common property fishery to enhance the salmon resource o f southeast Alaska for (he benefit 
o f all who want them; and
WHEREAS any development within the watershed o f Neets Creek and Bluff lake, whar SSRAA draws 
its water for the hatchery, could jeopardize these benefits to the economy and residents o f Ketchikan; and
WHEREAS proposed House Bill # 130 would transfer the ownership of this Neets Creek parcel 
containing these watersheds and the hatchery land from the state o f Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources to the University o f Alaska Board of Regents for the purpose of revenue generation through 
sales and or development of this parcel; and
WHEREAS the goals and purposes of selected University o f Alaska lands are in direct conflict with the 
goals and purposes o f SSRAA's use o f this land; cud
WHEREAS control and management of the Neets Creek waiershed is vital to future hatchery production 
at Neets Bay haichery; Now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED that the Greater Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce in convention assembled this 
day offttflfiSy j 2005 in the City o f Kotchikan, Alaska opposes the transfer o f the watershed and hatchery 
land at Neets Creek, parcel KT.1004, contained in H. B #130, from foe state of Alaska Department ot 
Natural Resources to the University of Alaska Board o f Regents, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this body supports legislation uia.' would protect and secure this 
parcel from future uses that could negatively impact SSRAA's Neets Bay hatchery operations.

Blaine Ashcraft, Business Manager 
Greater Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce

( V - n - t f i *

Jodie Bock
A#y HR Solutions

mailto:rnfb@ketchikanchamber.com
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would be av a ilab le  fo r borough  se lec tion , se lections th a t w ould  be necessary  fo r  the 
financial v iab ility  o f  these po litica l en tities?

O f  course, I a lso  am  very d isap p o in ted  in how  fast th is bill has been m oving , h o w  little  
regard there  has been for the  pub lic  p rocess and  needs and  co n cern s o f  c it;es. and  how  the 
te leconference  o f  Feb. A /w as conducted . It is unaccep tab le  to  trea t th e  speakers in the 
m anner portrayed  by the chairm an . T h e  university  had th e ir chance  to  o ffe r in fo rm ation  
a t the one ( and  on ly  one so  far) p ub lic  m eeting . V aluable  te lecon ference  tim e shou ld  not 
have been used for a question  and  an sw er session  betw een un iversity  o ffic ia ls  and 
com m ittee  m em bers. T he allo tted  speak ing  tim e should  be g iven  equ a lly  to  each  speaker, 
instead o f  le tting  som e speak  o v er the tim e  but cu tting  o th e r co m m en ts  o f f  a f te r  ju s t  a  few 
sentences. T here  should  a lso  be m ore public  m eetings betw een  the u n iversity  an d  the 
public to  d iscu ss  the lands ch o sen , and o th e r options.

Finally, and  perhaps m ost im portan tly , the state needs to  re -sh o u ld e r its e sp o n sib ility  for 
funding educational needs for A laska. Y ou need to  end  the s itu a tio n s w here, every  tw o 
to three years, som eth ing  e lse  is so ld  to  support vital serv ices and  p rog ram s.

Thank you for your tim e.

C oncerned  citizens,

M ona C hristian , D ave K ensinger
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A T T N . H o u se  R eso u rces  C on .m ittee

HB 130 p u b lic  testim ony  
M arch  4 , 2005

My n am e is M ona C h ris tian  sp eak in g  from  Petersburg. M y husband  an d  I live  20 m iles  
by w a te r  sou th  o f  P e te rsbu rg  in th e  residen tia l area  ad jacen t to th e  land o ffe red  near 
B eechers P ass M arine Park , and w e  ow n several pieces o f  property  there . .

A cco rd ing  to  the in accu ra te  map o n -  line to  w hich w e’re  all supposed  tc  refer, m ost o t 
my p ro p erty  could  b e  for sale! D N R  reassures m e that th is  w ill no t be th e  case, but I 
reco m m en d  that a m ore accurate m ap  be im m ediately  pub lished . 'H ie p resen t m ap a lso  
show s m uch beach front land av ailab le , w hich  is ju s t the  opposite  o f  the  situation . M o st 
o f  th e  beach  fron t land is private, resident-al property. T h is  leads to several o ther 
c o n cern s and  facts that the  com m ittee  and university  lan d s people  need to  be aw are of: 

-m o st o f  th e  land o ffe red  begins 1200 feet o f f  the  beach 
-m o st o f  that land is m uskeg , or sw am py land that is a lm o st im possib le  to 

build  o n  at that d istance  inland
-th is  land, w hich is 27  m iles by w ater from  Petersburg , is not in an 
organized  borough , w hich m eans w e have no bu ild ing  codes, p lann ing  and 
zon ing , po lice  or f ire  protection , am bu lance  serv ice , o r e lec tric , w ater, o r 
sew er connections

All th e se  facts p rec lude  the desirab ility  o f  th is iand for residen tia l developm en t. D esp ite  
w hat w as im plied  a t the F e b /y te le c o n fe re n c e , the fact th a t peop le  ow n land in the a rea  
a lready  does not au tom atica lly  d em an d  tha t o ther land be offered  for sa le  so o thers can  
live th e ie . I f  there is to  be land d isposa l an d  sales, it sh o u 1 ’ be w ith  accessib le , 
“b u ild ab le "  land, an d  for sensib le  econom ic  reasons.

A s far as the stated  need for m ore land to  be available fo r p rivate  ow nersh ip , one  need 
only look at land recently  offered  across the  state. In the F e b .() M ental H ealth  sale, on ly  
13 p a rce ls  o u t o f  40  w ere bid on. 1 ast fall 28 parcels v/ere offered , a lso  by the un iversity  
near th e  proposed  B eechers Pasr a. O n ly  2 parcels w ere b id  on. S o  here w e have
tw o p ro b lem s-lan d  offered  tha: . t being purchased, an d  volum es o f  property  dum ped
on the  m arket that i f  so ld , wouii dep ress land  valuations for ex is tin g  property  ow ners.

B efore any m ore  land  is o ffered , th ese  issues need to be addressed . O ne cou ld  ask  if  
p ro p er research  w as done before so m e o f  the  state land w as se lected , w hich  h ighligh ts 
an o th e r reason  for s low ing  dow n th e  process o f  th is b ill’s progression.

In ad d itio n , th is  Iand is in on area that (’e tersbu rg /W rangel I m ay incorporate  in to  a 
borough , an -action w hich  has been  strongly  encouraged s ta tew ide  for several years. S o  if  
the s ta te  w an ts all lands to  be in boroughs, why are  you rem ov ing  large chunks that
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Johri H. Littlefield
POIi 2212
-no:I Halibut Pomt Road
SiJcja. AK 99835
907*747-6866 voice
907-738-6866 cell

Co-Chair Representative Ramras 
House Resources Committee

Re: HB130

Dear Representative Ramras,

I wfl! be traveling tomorrow, anc will be unable to testify on House bill 130 however, I 
do want ray remarks noted for the record.

The Littlefield family is the owner o f a certified 160 acre native allotment on Lisianski 
Peninsula near Sitka. It seems certain ihat developing the Lisianski Peninsula will 
increase our propertv value. While that seems like good new', it is at best a mixed 
blessing. As have many, many residents testified agaLst this bill, I think I need to add 
ray voice to the committee process as well. City and Borough of Sitka Assembly 
member, Doris Bailey, has adequately expressed my concerns with the land transfers 
around Lisianski Peninsula and Sitka from a personal basis. I submit these additional 
comments more as a matter o f process. I have expressed some of these thoughts to ray 
legislators, Peggy Wilson, and Bert Stedman.

1. I support the University of Alaska, and believe most Alaskans share that opinion.

2. I support the State of Alaska’s efforts to make land available to the public.

3. I believe in a transparent public process, to accomp h both of these items as well 
as other work of the people.

House Bill 130 has combined two distinct items into a single action. I believe the actions 
should Le debated on their merits separately. I believe that most Alaskans support the 
University and if they don’t they should. If long-term funding for the University is our 
goal, then we should investigate ALL funding options. House Bill 13C has identified a 
problem, long-term ftmding of the University, and selected granting highly questionable 
parcels o f land to the University as the only solution. The problem and solution in this 
case are not ntvessariiy compatible or desirable to many.

All Ah -kans should share in the burden of funding the University. I have several 
suggestions on how they could do that ..nd I'm sure there are others.

05-03-03_hbl30 1
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1. , We don't have to look much farther lhan the per;, anent fund for a long-term 
funding solution to many of the University’s needs. My < 'at information indicated there 
was about $30 billion in the permanent fund. 1 am not an accountant, but I would suggest 
that an endowment to the University of approximately $500 million would go a long 
ways toward ensuring economic stability for the University. The University's annual 
income would of course, vary by the amount of the endowment, but this amount would 
dwarf the existing endowment ftind and gent ate real dollars immediately for the 
University. The exact amount o f the necessary endowment could easily be calculated by 
an accountant. I realize that many other Universities have several billions of dollars in 
their endowments. We’ll get there one o f these days ard much faster if  we jump start the 
endowment with a large cash infusion.

2. Secondly, 1 would recommend that lands granted to the University should be 
selected from the North Slope or other areas where the likelihood of getting long-term 
returns from gas, oil, or minerals is very likely. The University needs annual income. 
Returns from gas, oil, and minerals can provide that for many years. All Alaskans 
together owned the State lands. 3ut there's a great difference between lands that are 
valuable for mineral, gas, and oil development and remotely located and lands that are 
similar, but close to existing communities. Land selections near existing communities, 
disproportionately ajJect the local citizens more so than the rest of the State residents. 
Much of the lands that have been selected in Southeast have little value to the University 
other than the income that would be derived from a sale. The salej would generate a 
onetime deposit to the University's endowment fund and will not generate annual income. 
It will also generate a great amount of dissatisfaction from the local residents.

3. There is a process alrcsdy in place to get land to the University. The3e programs 
are subject to public scrutiny at tins tin t, This is the preferred method to dispose of 
public lands. It may take a little long. *, but the public is bet* „ served when everyone has 
their input in the final decisions arc made. If the University ovens these lands they will 
not have to answer to the public when they dispose of these lands. In fact, as a private 
owner, the University could completely pave over all of these lands if they wished.
Sound preposterous? Probably so, but we have no guaranty they won't. Remember that 
the solutions to the long term funding of the University are just that, long-term. They do 
not need to be solved today. Further the legislature could direct the DNR to speed up the 
existing process while still honoiing the public process.

What would I like you to do? I would like you to simply kill or table this bill. It is not so 
timely, that the funding issues cannot be full j  debated and the full range of alternatives 
presented for discussion. A new bill (or several) could easily address these issues.

Thank you for your consideration,

Jo h n  H . L ittlefie ld  
9 0 7 -738-6866

05-03-03_hbl3C 2
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Ladies and G entlem en: Thank you for the opportunity to  testify  today. My nam e is D oris Bailey and 
I am a m em ber o f  the A ssem bly o f  the City and Borough o f  Sitka, W e had an  em ergency m eeting 
the evening o f  February 14'* to  urianimously oppose the parcels that a re  proposed w ith in  the City and 
Borough, o f  S itka  to be nv nsferred to the  University, w ith the exception o f  that parcel on Japonski 
Island w here the U niversity lias its cam pus. W e believe that parcel to  be an appropriate transfer.

I w ould like to  address th* -,N o t in M ) Backyard” syndrom e which, in listening to yo u r m eetings, 1 
have gathered is o r - o f  the issues w hich has deterred you from  considering the very strong and loud 
protest you have heard from Southeast Alaska. I w ould like to  consider each parcel that is in the 
C&B o f  Sitka. A s w c understand it, these parcels are being transferred w ith the idea that they  are 
viable com m ercial property that is new  o r will be appropriate for developm ent and therefore w ould 
be good to  transfer to the U niversity so that they  can be sold fo r funds to  operate paid institution.

The C ity  and Borough already has a substantial am ount o f  lands along our road system  and ir. S itka 
Sound w hich arc in trust land status. The U niversity controls the 193 acres South B enchlands and a 
487 acre tract tha t includes Thim blebcrry and H eart l,akes. T he M ental H ealth T rust ow ns parcels 
above Saw m ill C reek Road, h a lf  o f  L isianski Peninsula and large num bers o f  islands in  Sitka Sound. 
Therefore, the com m unity is alrcaay shouldering more than its share o f  trust land selections. In 
addition, the w illingness o f  the U niversity to accept local land use controls has not been  clarified.

Biorka Island is Id  miles out in the Pacific O cean from Sitka. It is at the head o f  Sitka Sound and 
directly faces the  ocean. There arc no islands o r other barriers outside o f  Biorka. M y husband and I 
lived o u t there for 3-1/2 years in the m iddle and late 1970’s so we are aw are o f  N atu re’s forces w hich 
are  available in all their fury at Biorka Island. There are occasions year round w hen It is im possible 
to  eithe - get on o r  o ff th is island by c ither boat o r air. D uring the w inter these ‘d im es” can extend to 
a week o r  more D evelopm ent o f  B iorka Island could result in a fishing lodge being p laced  adjacent 
to  one o f  the m ost heavily used salm on fishing areas (there’s a mqjor drag  on the north side o f  the 
island) and there is concern that lodge clients m ay put added pressure o n  this fishery. There is also 
the  possibility tha t the developm ent of  a lodge on Biorka Island could pu t substantial pressure on 
G oddard H ot Springs and  the tw o sm all m unicipally  ow ned bath  houses on that property. In 
addition, there are  many aids to navigation located on that island which are owned, operated  and 
m aintained by the Federal Aviation A dm inistration. There are at least tw o  radars, a T acan ana  other 
com m unications equipm ent. H as the FAA been contacted regarding developm ent on the island? I 
w ould suspect they w ould have security concerns and w ould not w elcom e developm ent w hich w ould 
bring people to w ander about the island investigating their facilities. Y ou have said th a t the N ative 
allotm ent that is under dispute w ithin the parcel designated w ould be released w hen tha t parcel is 
proved. ii am  a bit am azed that the U niversity is interested in land on w hich  there is such a specific 
encum brance. I do not th ink  that the highest an d  best use for the proposed land on B iorka Island 
could possib ly  be de. i pm ent o f  any kind.

L isianski Peninsula is another case in po in t w ith  regard to  N ative issues. The D og P o in t Fish Cam p 
operated by the L ittlefield  fam ily has used Dog Point for subsistence an d  cultural teaching activities 
for m any years. They have children’s cam p, cam ps for adults w ith addictions and fam ily cam ps 
wherein they  teach Tlm git cultural values and subsistence fishing and hunting and p '- ^ r v a t io n  o f 
food. The proposed parcel com pletely surrounds the L ittlefield parcel and  their parcel ill w ithout 
doubt be im pacted  to extinction should it be developed. And, once again, as I understand it, 
developm ent is th e  purpose o f  the transfer. As you arc aw are Sitka Tribe is strongly opposing the 
transfer o f  this property  to  the University, as is the City and Borough o f  Sitka. It is in protected 
w aters and the highest and best developm ent use would undoubtedly be tourist use w hich, as I said,
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w ould strongly im nact the  L ittlefield operation.

M iddle Island is an islar.d w hich war subdivided by the  State o f  A laska and a  lottery held  som e years 
ago  for parcels w hich now  have m any hom es nd cabins located upon them . The entire developable 
beachfront o f  M iddle Island is targeted for residential and recreational uses. This beachfront on 
M iddle Island has already been selected or subd; /idcd (the U niversity w ould acquire tw o beachfront 
areas -  one on th e  w est side th~i has s: y  terrain and the back o f  the bay on the south side th a t runs 
totally dry a t low  tide). The cen ter o f  the  island w hich consists o f  a s tre p  rocky w ooded m ountain 
w as not cla im ed fc r any residential use a t  the tim e o f  the  lottery because o f  the  topography. T he only 
possib le u se  that the C ity and Borough can fathom w ould be logging. Logging w ould certainly 
im pact tho se  residential uses w hich  ex ist on the beach front as w ell as destroy the v iew  shed. In 
addition; tlie C ity  and B orough has cla im ed for part o f  their land the rest o f  the beach front property 
on M iddle Island and has designated it fo r residential uses along with strict park/reserved uses 
because the  prim ary herring spawn fishery is around M iddle Island. T his w as done because o f  the 
T ribe’s stoong concerns about activity affecting  the herring spaw n in th is  prim ary use area. The City 
has done its part to  set aside a m ajor high habitat area on  M iddle Island for public recreation and has 
se t aside an  area that has developm ent potential but has petroglyphs. The selection o f  M iddle Island 
and th. po ten tia l for logging, creates incredible uncertainty fo r private land owners, the m unicipality  
and  residents on the north h a lf  o f  Sitka tha t have hom es th rt look over the island. This uncertainty 
m ay harm  values o f  ex isting  lots and lo ts the m unicipality  p lans on developing. Once again, we 
strongly jfeel that this parcel should not be  transferred to  the U niversity  because its developm ent 
possib ilities are in conflict w ith the o ther uses o f  the island.

The parcel a t B aranof W ann  Springs tow nsite is 9.5 acres. The proposed U niversity selection is 267 
acres. It is up the b 'u ff  from  the town site  and on the opposite side o f  the spectacular fells w hich 
draw s so m any people to  visit. This open  m eadowy area  is m ostly  w etlands and is the w atershed for 
the tow n site  as w ell as the  possible connection to the w arm  springs fo r w hich it gets its nam e Any 
kind o f  developm ent in th is area is going to be very iffy due to  the need  fer perm its from  the Corps 
o f  Engineers for w etlands perm its, the danger o f  contam ination o f  the w ater supply and the 
possib ility  o f  destroying the  therm al conduits for the ho t w ater that has been a drawinj, card fo r this 
settlem ent. The small bay already receives a large am ount o f  transien t traffic during the sum m er and 
developm ent o f  the  UA land w ould totally ;rw helm  d ie  sm all anchorage, S tate o f  A laska deck, 
sm all boardw alk  that serves ihe private cottages, and the sm all fragile ho t springs.

Having sa id  all this and trying to show tha t developm ent is not appropriate on the parcels selected, 
ple..se be assured that the City and B orough is desperately in need  o f  land for building residential 
units. The U niversity ow ns a large parcel which the C ity  and B orough has coveted for residential 
building u se  for m any years. It is the on ly  large parcel o f  land close enough and  with terrain that is 
suitable for building. G etting utilities to  this parcel is estim ated to cost more than $52,000 p er lot 
w hich is th e  stum bling b lock  for developm ent. We are diligently  w orking w ith the U niversity to  try 
to  com e up  w ith som e w ay w e can ^ave this land for residential use as w e are extrem ely concerned 
th a t it not be sold to  som e kind of w ^ .^ rv an cy  entity w hich  w ould  tie it up as “w ilderness." I f  
costs arc so prohibitive close to the City and Borough, w e believe that is another reason these 
proposed rem ote parcels are  absolutely no t conducive to  developm ent.

To reiterate, the C ity and B orough o f  S itka already has a  substantial am ount o f  area in trust status.
W e respectfully  and  urgently request tha t you hear our p fra  i nd do  not transfer these parcels to  the 
U niversity w ho w ould find little in these parcels to  a llow  them  to  get any incom e from them.
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To: Representative Jay Ramras
Re: HB 130: Baranof Warm Springs drinking water
CC: House Resources Committee members, Bob loeffler, DNR

The Baranof Property Owners Association ("BPOA") is an incorporated association of the 
private property owners in the township of Baranof, at the head of Warm Springs Bay. Fhe 
BPOA strongly opposes the inclusion of the Warm Springs Bay parcel in HB 130 because of 
the harmful effects any development of the proposed conveyance parcel would have on the 
drinking water system used by residents of Baranof.

The community of Baranof is served by a pipeline water system which draws cold water from 
the Baranof River, Immediately downstream from Baranof Lake. HB 130's proposed 
conveyance to the University indudes uplands which drain diredy into Baranof Lake, which will 
be the redpient of effluent and sewage from any development of these lands, presenting a real 
threat to water quality in the drinking water system used by Baranof residents. The town of 
Baranof, which has existed since the 1920's, does not support the proposed conveyance of 
state land because homesite or commercial development will jeopardize the clean water 
source upon which the community ha9 long relied. The wetland quality of the proposed 
conveyance, coupled with its unavoidably harmful effect on the water used by our town, 
compels us to strongly oppose this proposed conveyance to the University Please do not 
approve a conveyance that will destroy our waver source.

Jim Brennan
President Baranof Property Owners Assodation 
1006 G Street, Anchorage. Alaska, 99501 
274-7803, br®onans@gci.net

2/28/2005
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DEPARTM ENT O F NATURAL RESOURCES 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR

□  400 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE 
JUNEAU, ALASKA S3B01-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400
FAX: (907) 465-3886

□  550 WEST 7™ AVENUE. SUITE 1400 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-3650 
PHONE: (907) 269-8431
FAX: (907) 269-8918

F e b ru a ry  7, 2 0 0 5

T h e  H o n o ra b le  J a y  R a m ra s , C o -c h a ir  
T h e  H o n o ra b le  R a lp h  S a m u e ls , C o -c h a ir  
H o u s e  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  

J u n e a u , A K  9 9801

R e: H B  130, U n iv e r s i ty  L ando  D ill

D e a r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  R a m ra s  a n d  S a m u e ls :

T h a n k  y o u  fo r s c h e d u l in g  a h e a r in g  in y o u r  C o m m itte e  th is  w e e k  fo r th e  U n iv e rs ity  L a n d s  B ill.

T h e  b ill w a s  in tro d u c e d  on  M o n d a y , F e b ru a ry  0 7 , 2 0 0 5 .

T h e  b ill t r a n s fe r s  2 6 0 ,0 0 0  a c re s  o f  S ta te  la n d  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  a n d  im p le m e n ts  the in te n t o f  SB  7 , 
p a s s e d  b y  th e  2 0 0 0  L e g is la tu re . U n lik e  SB  7 th is  b ill id e n tif ie s  s p e c if ic  lan d s  to  be  tra n s fe r re d . T h e  
t r a n s fe r  is m u c h  q u ic k e r  an d  le s s  e x p e n s iv e  th a n  th e  p ro c e s s  id e n tif ie d  in  S B  7. A ll b u t  o n e  o f  th e  
71 p a rc e ls  id e n tif ie d  in th e  G o v e r n o r ’s p ro p o sa l w ill be tra n s fe r re d  w ith in  th re e  y e a rs  a t a c o s t th a t  
is le s s  th a n  5%  o f  th e  S B  7 e s tim a te . T h is  p ro p o s a l e lim in a te s  (he p o te n tia l  d is in c e n tiv e  to  
d e v e lo p m e n t th a t a t te n d s  SB  7, b e c a u se  o n c e  the le g is la tio n  p a sse s , th e  e v e n tu a l la n d  m a n a g e r  is 
im m e d ia te ly  c le a r . T h is  p ro p o s a l p ro v id e s  m o re  in c o m e -p ro d u c in g  la n d  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  th a n  w a s  
a v a ila b le  u n d e r  S B  7. T h e  s p e c if ic  lan d s to  b e  tra n s fe r re d  a re  s u m m a r iz e d  in  th e  e n c lo s e d  F a c t 

S h e e t.

U n d e r  the  p ro p o s e d  le g is la t io n , th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l R e s o u rc e s  (D N R )  w ill tr a n s fe r  a ll but 
o n e  o f  th e  p a rc e ls  to  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  A la sk a  w ith in  th re e  y e a rs  o f  the  b i l l ’s p a s s a g e . D u rin g  th o s e  
th re e  y e a rs , D N R  w ill c o m p le te  th e  re q u ire d  title  se a rc h , a n d  w ill re se rv e  a p p ro p r ia te  p u b lic  a c c e s s  

e a s e m e n ts , n a v ig a b le  w a te rs , e tc . A c tu a l a u th o r ity  fo r  m a n a g e m e n t w ill c h a n g e  on  th e  d a te  th e  
d e e d s  a re  r e c o rd e d . T h e  o n e  e x c e p tio n  to th e  th re e -y e a r  tra n s fe r  is the  U n iv e rs i ty  R e se a rc h  F o re s t , 
a 5 1 ,8 2 0 -a c re  tr a c t  s o u th w e s t o f  F a irb a n k s  w ith in  th e  T a n a n a  V a lle y  S ta te  F o re s t. F o r  fifty  y e a rs  
D N R  w ill c o n tin u e  to  m a n a g e  th e  fo rest fo r  c o m m e rc ia l t im b e r  a n d  p u b lic  u se  in a m a n n e r  
c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ’s re se a rc h  n e e d s . A ll t ra n s fe rs  a re  s u b je c t  to  v a lid  e x is t in g  r ig h ts .

T h is  t ra n s fe r  w ill p ro v id e  the U n iv e rs ity  w ith  p o te n tia l fo r  n e a r- te rm  a n d  lo n g - te rm  in co m e . T h e  
in v e s tm e n t p ro p e r t ie s  —  th o se  in S o u th e a s t a n d  e ls e w h e re  in A la sk a  —  p ro v id e  so m e  n e a r- te rm  a n d  
m e d iu m -te rm  re v e n u e  p o te n tia l .  It w ill ta k e  tim e  a n d  e f fo r t  to tu rn  e v e n  the  la n d  w ith  n e a r-te rm  
in c o m e  p o te n tia l  in to  re v e n u e  fo r  the U n iv e rs ity . D e sp ite  th e  d e la y  in c r e a t in g  in c o m e , th is  la n d  

w ill s tre n g th  *n th e  U n iv e r s i ty ’s  fin an c ia l b a se .

“ Develop, Conserve, and  E nhance N atural Resources fo r  Present an d  F uture A laskans."



F o r y o u r  in fo rm a tio n  I h a v e  e n c lo s e d  a  F a c t S h e e t a n d  a c o p y  o f  th e  University o f  Alaska Land 
Grant List 2005. T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n . P le a s e  c o n ta c t  J a n e t  B u r le s o n  B a x te r  a t  (9 0 7 )  
4 6 5 -4 7 3 0  i f  h a v e  a n y  q u e s tio n s . Y o u  m a y  a ls o  c o n ta c t  B o b  L o e f f le r , D ir e c to r  o f  th e  D iv is io n  o f  

M in in g , L a n d  a n d  W a te r  a t (9 0 7 )  2 6 9 -8 6 0 0 .

Representative Ramras and Samuels
February 7, 2005
Page 2 o f2

S in c e re ly ,

^  C o m m is s io n e r

E n c lo su re s :  U n iv e rs ity  L an d  F a c t S h e e t, 2 /4 /0 5
University o f  Alaska Land Grant List 2005 
G o v e rn o r ’s T ra n s m itta l  L e tte r

cc: J a n e t  B a x te r , L e g is la tiv e  L ia iso n , D N R

B o b  L o e ff le r , D ire c to r , D M L W



UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

211 Fourth Street, Suite 110 
Juneau, A laska 99801 172

(907) 586-2820 
(307) 463-2545 Fax 

E-Mail: ufa@ufa-lish.org 
www.ufa-fish.org

M a rc h  1 ,2 0 0 5

R e p re se n ta tiv e  J a y  R a m ra s , C o -C h a ir  
R e p re se n ta tiv e  R a lp h  S a m u e ls , C o -C h a ir  
H o u se  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
S ta te  C a p ito l (M a il S to p  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u  A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p re se n ta tiv e  R a m ra s ,

T h e  U n ite d  F ish e rm e n  o f  A la sk a  B o a rd  o f  D ire c to rs  re c e n tly  m e t a n d  c o n s id e re d  
H o u se  B ill  130 re g a rd in g  lan d  g ra n t t ta n s fc r s  fo r  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a . W h ile  U F A  
re c o g n iz e s  the im p o r ta n c e  o f  lan d  g ra n ts  to  f in a n c e  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  o n  p a r  w ith  
n a tio n w id e  la n d -g ra n t u n iv e rs it ie s , w e  o b je c t in p a r t ic u la r  to  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  th e  N e e ts  

B a y  p a rc e l (K T .1 0 0 4 )  in  the  p ro p o se d  le g is la tio n .

T h e  N e e tr  B ay  P a rce l is th e  lo c a tio n  o f  a  h a tc h e ry  o p e ra t io n  u n d e r  th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  
S o u th e rn  S o u th e a s t  R eg io n a l A q u a c u ltu re  A s s o c ia , :o n  (S S R A A ). T h e  N e e ts  B a y  
h a tc h e ry  is the  o n ly  h a tc h e ry  lo c a tio n  th a t p ro v id e s  S S R A A  w ith  a  c o s t r e c o v e ry  f ish e ry , 
a n d  th e re fo re  fu n d s  S S R A A ’s o th e r  h a tc n e ry  o p e ra t io n s  th a t  h e lp  s u p p o n  c o m m e rc ia l a n d  
sp o rt f ish e rie s  c r it ic a l to  the S o u th e a s t A la sk a  e c o n o m y . A c c o rd in g  to  a  M c D o w e ll 
G ro u p  s tu d y , S S R A  A 's h a tc h e ry  o p e ra t io n s  c o n tr ib u te d  $ 2 8  m ill io n  to  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  
S o u th e a s t A la sk a  in 2 0 0 0 . O th e r  S S R A A  h a tc h e r ie s  th a t a re  p ro v id e d  fu n d in g  fro m  th e  
N e e ts  B a y  co st re c o v e ry  o p e ra tio n  p ro v id e  1 5 .0 0 0  -  2 0 ,0 0 0  c o h o  sa lm o n  e a c h  y e a r  to  th e  
sp o ri a n d  c h a r te r  f ish e r ie s  a ro u n d  K e tc h ik a n , a s  w e ll a s  an  e s t im a te d  6 7  p e rc e n t o f  th e  
sp o r t-c a u g h t k in g  sa lm o n  in th e  K e tc h ik a n  a re a .

T h e  N e e ts  B ay  h a tc h e ry  o p e ra t io n  re q u ire s  th e  u se  o f  th e  w a te rs  f lo w in g  fro m  th e  
w a te rs h e d  th a t c o m p r is e s  the  N e e ts  B a y  p a rc e l. A c c o rd in g  to  h a tc h e ry  o p e ra to r s , a ll o f  
th e  a v a ila b le  w a te r  in th e  w a te rsh e d  is  n e e d e d  to  s u s ta in  th e  h a tc h e ry  o p e ra t io n , le a v in g  
no a v a ila b le  w a te r  fo r re m o te  re s id e n tia l  d e v e lo p m e n t. T h e  o th e r  p o te n tia l u se  lis ted  in

M EM BER ORGANIZATIONS
A laska  C rab  C oalition • A laska  D ray o e rs  A ssocia tion  • A laska Longline F ish e rm e n ’s  A ssocia tion  • A rm strong  K ela • A t-se a  P ro c e s s o rs  A ssocia tion  

Bristol Bay R e se rv e  • C o n c e rn ed  A rea "M" F ish erm en  ■ C ordova District F ish erm en  U nited  • D oug las Island Pink an d  Chum  
F ish ing  V esse l O w ners A ssocia tion  • G roundfish  Forum  • K enai P en in su la  F ish e rm e n 's  A sso c ia tio n  • Kodiak R egiona l A quacu ltu re  A ssocia tion  

North Pacific F ish e rie s  A ssocia tion  • North Pacific S callop  C o o p era tiv e  • N orthern  S o u th e a s t  R eg iona l A quacu ltu re  A ssocia tion  
Old H arbor F ish e rm e n 's  A ssocia tion  • P e te rsb u rg  V e s se l O w ners A sso c ia tio n  • P rin c e  W illiam S o u n d  A q uacu ltu re  C orporation  

P u rs e  S e in e  V e s se l O w ner A sso c ia t • S e a 'o o d  P ro d u c e rs  C o o p e ra tiv e  • S o u th e a s t  A laska  Herring S e in e rs  M arketing A sso c ia tio n  
S o u th e a s t  A laska  R eg iona l Dive F ish e rie s  A ssn  *-Uion • S o u th e a s t  A laska S e in e rs  A sso c ia tio n  • S o u th e rn  S o u th e a s t R eg io n a l A quacu ltu re  A sso c ia tio n  

United C a tc n e r  B o a ts  • U nited S a ' .ton  / 's so c ia tio n  U nited S o u th e a s t A lask a  G illnetters • V a ld ez  F ish e rie s  D evelopm en t A ssocia tion
W este rn  G ulf of A laska  F ish erm en

mailto:ufa@ufa-lish.org
http://www.ufa-fish.org


th e  p a rc e l d e sc r ip tio n , c o m m e rc ia l  t im b e r  h a rv e s t, p o se s  a  th re a t to  th e  w a te r  q u a lity  th a t 
is e s s e n tia l  to  th e  h a tc h e ry  o p e ra t io n . U F A  a g re e s  w ith  S S R A A  th a t  re s id e n tia l  o r  t im b e r  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  N e e ts  B ay  w a te rsh e d  i in c o m p a tib le  w ith  th e  lo n g  te rm  n e e d s  o f  the  

h a tc h e ry  o p e ra tio n .

I f  S S R A A  is s ig n if ic a n tly  c h a rg e d  fo r  u se  o f  th e  N e e ts  B ay  P a rc e l o r  re q u ire d  to  
p u rc h a s e  th e  p a rc e l f ro m  th e  U n iv e rs ity , S S R A A  w o u ld  n e c e s sa r ily  h a v e  to  in c re a se  c o s t 
re c o v e ry  h a rv e s t an d  re v e n u e , ta k in g  f ish  th a t w o u ld  h a v e  o th e rw ise  b e e n  h a rv e s te d  b y  
c o m m e rc ia l  o r  sp o r t  f ish e rm e n . T h is  is  in  e s s e n c e  w o u ld  be a  ta x  o n  sa im o r. f ish e rm e n .

T o  e n s u re  c o n tin u e d  o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  N e e ts  B ay  h a tc h e ry , a n d  its  e s se n tia l 
c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  f ish e r ie s  a n d  e c o n o m y  o f  S o u th e a s t A la sk a , a n d  to  p re v e n t  n e g a tiv e  
f in a n c ia l im p a c t to  S S R A A , f is h e rm e n  an d  S o u th e a s t  c o m m u n itie s , U F A  re q u e s ts  th a t the  
N e e ts  B ay  p a rce l be  re m o v e d  fro m  th e  lis t o f  lan d  g ra n t p a rc e ls  in c lu d e d  in  H B  130.

T h a n k  y o u  fo r y o u r  c o n s id e ra tio n .

R e sp e c tfu lly ,

M a rk  D. V in se l 
E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r
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NATHAN GRUENING 
PO BOX 1030 

PETERSBURG, ALASKA 99833

February 18,2005

Dear Chair Ramras:

I have lived for half of the year for my entire life (2̂  years) in Baranof Warm 
Springs Bay. I request that you remove Baranof from 1 IB 130.

You have heard from others many reasons why and I will not repeat them. 
But you have not heard that the proposed land exchange at the top of 
Baranof River and Baranof Lake is our community drinking soui x. I for 
one do not want to drink water that has been gathcieu from below human 
sewage.

Please do not allow our water shed to be polluted. Rent >ve the Baranof 
selection from HB 130.

Sincerely,
r  .y* /  ?■ •y / y ------------ — ,

• / O "
* 0

Nathan Gruening



130 Seward St., No. 211 
luneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 5 8 6 -9400  
(907) 586-4473 Fax

Alaska Trailers Association

February 20, 2005

C h a irm a n  Ja y  R a m ra s  
C h a irm a n  R a lp h  S a m u e ls  
H o u se  R e so u rc e s  C o ir  m ittec  
S ta te  C a p ito l B u ild in g  
Ju n e a u , A K  0 9 801

D e a r  R e p re se n ta tiv e  R a m ra s  a n d  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  S a m u e ls :

T h e  A la s k a  T ra i le r s  A s s o c ia t io n  s tro n g ly  o p p o s e s  the  tra n s fe r  o f  the  N e e ts  C re e k  p a rc e l, 
K T . 1004 , fro m  A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l R e so u c e s  to  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a  
B o a rd  o f  R e g e n ts  u n d e r  H B  130.

D e v e lo p m e n t o f  the  la n d s  at N e e ts  C re e k , w h ich  h a v e  b e e n  a o m in a te d  fo r  t r a n s fe r  to  the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a , c o u ld  n e g a tiv e ly  im p a c t h a tc h e ry  o p e ra t io n s  th a t a re  d e p e n d e n t on 
th is  w a te rsh e d  fo r  in c u b a tio n  a n d  re a r in g  o f  s a lm o n . O u r  fe a r  is  a d e g ra d a tio n  o f  w a te r  
q u a li ty  a n d  q u a n tity , b o th  w h ic h  a re  e s s e n tia l  to  m a in ta in in g  a h e a lth y  h a tc h e ry  p ro g ra m .

S o u th e rn  S o u th e a s t  A la s k a  A q u a c u ltu re  A s s o c ia t io n  (S S R A A ) is  a re g io n a l a q u a c u ltu re  
c o rp o ra tio n  fu n d e d  th ro u g h  a  3 %  e n h a n c e m e n t tax  p a id  b y  c o m m e rc ia l  S alm on  
f ish e rm e n . S S R A A  c u r re n tly  o p e ra te s  the  N ee ts  B a y  H a tc h e ry , w h ic h  h as  a lo n g  an d  
d is t in g u is h e d  re c o rd  o f  p ro d u c in g  h ig h  v a lu e  sa lm o n  re tu rn s  fo r  bo th  c o m m e rc ia l  a n d  
sp o rt sa lm o n  f ish e rm e n  th ro u g h o u t th e  S o u th e a s t re g io n . T h e  c o m m e rc ia l tro ll flee t, 
f ro m  Y a k u ta t to  K e tc h ik a n , d e r iv e s  s ig n if ic a n t  b e n e fit f ro m  the s a lm o n  p ro d u c e d  a ' N e e ts  
B a y  h a tc h e ry .

A T A  fee ls  s tro n g ly  th a t the  b e n e f i ts  a c c ru e d  from  th e  s a lm o n  p ro d u c e d  a t th e  N e e ts  B ay  
H a tc h e ry  fa r  o u tw e ig h  th e  r is k s  th a t c o u ld  be  a s so c ia te d  w ith  n ew  d e v e lo p m e n t in th e  
v ita l N e e ts  C re e k  w a te rsh e d . W e  w o u ld  a p p re c ia te  y o u r  su p p o rt to  re ta in  N e e ts  C re e k  
p a rc e l K T . 1004 u n d e r  s ta te  ov\ n e rsh ip .

S in c e re ly ,

D a le  K e lle y  
E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r
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Brandon Maitlen

From: Brennans [brennar.s@gci.net]
Sent: Sunday. February 27, 2005 7:25 PM
To: Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Jay Ramras; Se: ton@legis.ak.us; Samuels@legis.state.ak.us;

Olson@legis.ak.us; Kapsner@legis.ak.us, Gatto@legir,.state.ak.us: Crawford® legis.ak.us;
Eikinr @ legis.state.sk. us

Subject: HB 130; Baranof Warm Springs drinking water

The Baranof Property Owners Association ("BPOA“) is an incorporated association of the private property owners 
in the township of Baranof, at the head of Warm Springs Bay. The BPOA strongly opposes the inclusion of the 
Warm Springs Bay parcel in HB 130 because of the harmful effects any development of the proposed 
cor yance parcel would have on the drinking water system used by residents of Baranof.

The community of Baranof is served by a pipeline water system which draws cold water from the Baranof River, 
immediately downstream from Baranof Lake. HB 130 s proposed conveyance to the University includes uplands 
which drain direcly into Baranof Lake, which will be the recipient of effluent and sewage from any development of 
these lands, presenting a real threa! to water quality in the drinking water system used by Baranof 
residents. The town of Bnranof, wh'cn has existed since the 1920's, does not support the proposed conveyance 
of state land because homesite oi commercial development will jeopardize the clean water source upon which the 
community has long relied. The we (land quality of the proposed conveyance, coupled with it's unavoidably 
harmful effect on the water used by our town, compels us to strongly oppose this proposed conveyance to the 
University. Please do not approve a conveyance that will destroy our water source.

Jim Brennan
President, Baranof Property Owners Association

2/28/2005

mailto:brennar.s@gci.net
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Douglas Owen

From: Darlene Dehlin [d.dehlin@worldnet.att.net]
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2005 3:29 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep. Ralph Sr :els; Rep. J Elkins; Rep. Carl Gatto; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux;

Rep. Kurt Olson; Rep. Paul Sea*' Rep. Harr} Crawford; Rep. Mary Kapsner

Cc: Rep. Peggy Wilson
Subject: HB 130

Members of the House Resource Committee:
Rep. Jay Ramras, Co-chair 
Rep. Ralph Samuels, Co-chair 
Rep. Jim Elkin.,
Rep. Carl Gatto 
Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux 
Rep. Kurt Olson 
Rep. Paul Seaton 
Rep. Harry Crawford 
Rep. Mary Kapsner

HB 130 is a bad bill. It is an ineffective and unrelible method of funding the University. In addition, gracing these 
lands to the University for development of any kind could be harmful to the land and \he people living in or near 
these areas.

It appears that the Governor is trying to pull another fast one by "fast-tracking" :s piece of legislation. He seems 
to believ that his own agenda is more important than the needs and wisher is fellow Alaskans.

I would like to see all the parcels in SE Alaska removed from the bill.

Thank you all for your help!

Sincerely,

Darlene Dehlin 
PO Bo> 6311 
Sitka, AK 99835 
907-747-4522 
email: d.dehlin@att.net

2/24/2005
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From: Backlagoon@aol.com
Sent: We 'esday, February 23, 2005 12:50 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux

Subject: HB 130 letter to Rep. Wilson

Rep. Wilson,

Thank you for taking the concerns of Southeast Alaskans directly to Co-chair Ramaras and seeking a different 
solution. If the University truly has to maxe money from the state's parcels, then they shoulc. seek areas in which
land has high appraisal value. In other words, if you were a realtor in PA, to make a liviriy you would have to
have a well-paying night job! Land selection around PA could bode prospecting problems such as, r i power 
utility, maxed-out water utility and poor parcel access.

Personally speaking, an area that I almost dailv jse for exercise, hunting and berry-bicking right behind my house 
is selected. My access to this "network of game trails" will be cut off, leaving no where else to go within range of 
my house. This scares me because there are limited recreational areas around town, and we have no roads and 
skiff access is limited to good days in Chatham Strait.

I appreciate your consideration in t iis matter that affects our small community so greatly.

Anissa Berry 
■>rt Alexander

Douglas Owen

2/23/°005
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Rebecca Rooney

From: Rick Fleischman [Capt-Rickfesoundsailirp.com]

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2005 4:55 PM

To: Rep. Peggy Wilson
Cc: Sen. Bert Stedman; Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep. Ralph Samuels; Rep. Jim Elkins, Rep. Carl Gatto, p.

Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Kurt Olson; Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Harry Crawford; Rep. Mary Kapsner
Rep.Mary.Kapsner@iegis.state.ak.ur

Subject: House Bill 130 

Dear Peggy,

Thank you for your support on our concerns about House Bill 130. I'm glad to hear that 
the plan is being modif-ed to include s o re  of the public input given at the House Resource 
comittee meetings.

As we discussed briefly on the phone, there is some concern regarding the hot springs in 
Warm Springs Bay and the poss:bility of damaging or even losing the springs completely in the 
event of major development; specifically in regards to the operation of heavy machinery and/or 
blasting.

My understanding from talking to people who know a lot more about geology and hot springs 
than I do is that thermal springs bring heated water from below the earth's surface to the 
springs we enjoy via fissures in the earth's crust. Geothermal hot springs are relatively fragile 
in the regard that blasting or other vibiations from heavy machinery can collapse these 
fissures preventing the hot water from reaching the surface.

Pecause of this, Tenakee Springs has an ordinance prohibiting blasting within 20 miles of the 
springs there. Around 1895, some people in Tenakee decided it would be a good idea to 
enlarge the spring, which comes out of a rock near the shoreline and is now right in the middle 
of town across from the general store. The easy way to enlarge the rock pool was to blast it 
w'th dynamite which some of the miners in town proceeded to do. After blasting, the new pool 
was much nicer. The only problem was that the hot water stopped flowing to it. Fortunately for 
Tenakee and all who have visited there since, the hot water started running again after a few 
weeks. It's important to note that this was a small scale blastin^, -only clearing rock about 4 
feet X 8 feet and about 5 feet deep.

As the hot springs at Baranof (Warm Spungs Bay) are one of the major reasons the area is 
valued so highly by local residents, fishermen, and visitors from around the world, any risk of 
damaging oK losing the hotsprings is of the utmost concern.

I have also heard talk of faults around Baranof Lake. As far as I know, there has not been any 
extensive geologic mapping in the area. There was a feasibility study by the state considering 
building a road from Sitka to Warm Springs Bay. On page 10 of the study dated March 8,
1996 by Lachel and Associates, I found the following reference:

"A major fault runs just north of, and parallel to, the proposed highway and tunnel route."

On page 49, the same study recommends, "The location, orientation, and characteristics of the

2/23/2005

mailto:Rep.Mary.Kapsner@iegis.state.ak.ur
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fault lying to the north and parallel to the tunr j| line must be dett rmined and assessed for it's 
potential effects on the tunnel construction.

I did find a geological map of Baranof Island showing faults at: 
http://www.dQQS.dnr.state.ak.us/scan1/p/oversized/P0792pt02.PDF.
On Plate 2, there is a major fault north of Warm Springs Bay that runs on an east/west 
orientation from Mt. Edgcumbe all the way to Chatham Strait just north of Warm Springs Bay. I 
assume that this is the fault discussed in the feasibility study. The plate also shows an 
approximate position of ‘he Medvejie Lake fault that runs east/west and ends near the south 
shore of Baranof Lake.

I don't know if you have visited the hot springs here at Baranof. If not, you should put it high 
on your priority list because they are truly an incredible treasure. I have traveled extensively 
and have never seen a more beautiful scene than the thermal pools surrounded by the rain 
forest overlooking the glacial fed,class 5 rapids of the Baranof River. It is truly a world class 
spot and we must protect it! Thank you for your efforts to make sure that the 276 acres of land 
in Warm Springs Bay is removed from the list of parcels to be transferred to the Urversity of 
Alaska in Flouse Bill 130.

Sincerely,

Rick Fleischman

1802 B Alder Way 
Sitka, AK 99835 
747-7473

Note: I am currently caretaking at the Baranof Warm Springs lodge and can be reached on a 
cell phone here--206.605.8363.

 Original Message.....
From: Pep. Peggy Wi, on 
To: Ihscwls+hb130@legis.state.ak.us 
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2005 12:19 PM 
Subject: HB 130 Update

I am so glad that you a'l have taken time out of your schedules to keep abreast of developments with HB 130.

In response to the outpouring of testimony, The Resource Committee has suspended public testimony for HB 
130. The Committee is going to roll up their sleeves and work with DNR and the University to create a modified 
plan. Some of the changes will be handled with amendments to the bill and some of the changes will be 
handled by agreements with the stakeholders and the University. Once the changes have been fleshed out they 
will be released for public review. This review process will include public testimony. HB 130 is expected to be on 
the House Resources Calendar on March 2, 2005.

2/23/2005
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1 «c. 14.4C.366. Man ago me j qiuiremenfa for university land [S«e edll
«.] (a) The Board of Regents shall, by policy, establich procedures for mineral er 
ocation and mineral leasing on university land selections made under AS 14.40.1 

*  are consistent with the Constitution of the State of Alaska and the Alaska Statehi 
(P.L 86 — 508, 72 Stat. 339).

Tat Untvebst? or Alaska, etc. § 14 40.367

Notwithstanding other provisions of law, the University of Alaska shall seek public 
ent on proposals for development, exchange, or sale of university selections ma3e

unde - AS 14.40.365. The Board of Regents shall adopt policies that provide that the 
univi rs ity  shall prepare an annual p lan  for m anagem ent and disposition of university 
land inder thia section and shall, not less than 60 days before scheduled approval by the 
Boer^ of Regents of the plan,

make copies of the plan available at all legislative information offices and at other
locat^na as the urrn rsity may designate;

publish a notice in newspapers of general circulation in the state that provides the
with information or the locations where the plan ig available for public inspection; 

• |give notice to all legislators and to local governmonta with jurisdiction over the land 
affect fd by the proposal; and

seek public comment on the annual plan before action by the Board of Regents

%

apprc ring the plan.
Subject to appropriatipn of the income, the Board of Regents shall use an amount 
20 percent of the earnings deriv. d from the management cr university land 

conve red to the university under AS 14.40.366 for programs and services supporting the 
develi pment of natural resources within the region from which the eamingB were 
derm d. The earnings shall be used by the campus or campuses located within the region 
from vhich the earnings were derived if i  municipality within which the campus or 
eampi sea are located provide j to the campus or campuses a match of the same amount. 
_This £ jbaection does not apply if the match is not made available by a municipality.

lefore the conveyance or the disposal of an interect in the land to a third party, 
land c mveyed to the University of Alaska under AS 14.40.366 shall be managed i i a 

r tha*, to the extent practicable, permits reasonable activities of the public that do 
_jerfere with ilie use or management of the land by the university. The Board of 

Regen a shall adopt a permitting process consistent with this subsection. (5 6 ch 136 SLA
))

Kffer Iv® data* . — Section 5, ch. 136, SLA 2000, 
i iac ted  thia section, look effect on Ju ly  20,

st) ft editor's note for additional information to 
I affe tivenASB of th is enactm ent.

U  r t  not*#. — The Governor has conteatod the

veto override of.HCS CSSB /(FIN) are H, which haa 
been uM igm ied a# ch. 130, SLA 2000 and which 
aaactod thia section. See 2000 Op. Alaska Att'y. Gen. 
No. 1. The issue is undar litigation in Alaska Ltfiila- 
l iv e  C o u n cil v. fcnow U u, 1JL -00-1237 Civ. (F irs t Jud. 
Dial, a t Juneau).
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Sitka I  Alaska
Tribal Go a, Alaska

February 16, 2005

VIA FACSIMILE 
Representative Ramras
Co-chair, House Resources Committee ^  :> '
State Capitol, Room 104 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
fax: 907-465-2070

Re: Written Testimony on House Bill 130

Dear Representative Ramras.

I write to oppose the inclusion of 438 acres of land on Biorka Island and 1,443 acres of 
land on Lisianski Peninsula in House Bill 130/ Senate Bill 96. These lands are adjacent 
to or overlapping with native allotment lands that Tlingit people of Srtka have fought to 
receive as native allotments for over eighty years. This land grant to tha University 
would irreversibly ohange the nature of these native allotments and in one case would 
be conflicting wHh the native allotment claim, Thus I urge the State to amend Senate 
Bill 130 to exclude these lands from lands the University would receive in HB 130.

As the Resources Protection Director at Sitka Tribe, I am primarily responsible to 
protect the property Interest of native allotment applicants and landowners in the Sitka 
area. Sitka Tribe has compaoL.d this responsibility from the federal government since

Biorka Island
I write on behalf of the family of Rudolph Walton, native allotment applicant of 160 acres 
of land on Biorka island. Biorka Island was traditionally called Waafa to the Tlingit 
people of Sitka. It was on this land that Rudolph Walton (1867-1951) was bom and had 
his summer camp. Mr. Walton applied for 160 acres of land on Waefs as a native 
allotment under the Native Allotment Act of 1906 In 1909. (Native allotment application 
A-01494 or J-01494). In 1921, Mr. Walton received title to 44.5 acres of land and the 
remainder of the island was reserved to the Navy. In 1940 the War Department 
condemned Mr. Walton’s native allotment. In 1961, the War Department determined 
Mr, Walton’e native allotment x  be surplus to the War Effort and granted 22.5 acres of 
land to the Federal Aviation Administration and 20 acres of land to the United States 
Coast Gu* d. Since that time, the heirs of Rudolph Walton have fought to get Rudolph 
Walton’s land back. This spring, the heirs will be filing a reinstatement application for 
the full 160 acres of land. The 160 acre application would Include a portion of the 438 
acres of land proposed to be transferred to the University of Alaska in H3 130.

1995.

4S<= KatlUn Street • Sitka, Alaska 99S35 ■ (907) 747-3207 • Fax (907) 747-4913
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! Uslanskl Peninsula
; Three native allotments are on land adjacent to the 1,443 acree of land to be granted to

the University of Alaska under House Bill 130. These native allotments would be 
Irreversibly damaged as remote fish camps as they have been historically and presently 

! used if the adjacent lands were granted to the University and developed as a remote
settlement area. Thus, I urge you to exolude the land on Lisianski Peninsula from 

' Houes dill 130.

r v o s u u n ^ c e  n u i c w i u i i  u n c C to r
I

Co:
Representative Samuels, co-chalr House Resources Committee, State Capitol, Room 
126, Juneau, AK 99801-1182, fax: 007-466-3810

Representative Elkins (907-465-3793), Representative Gatto (907-465-2381), 
Representative LeDoux (907-466-4956), Representative Olson (907-465-3635), 
Representative Seaton (907-485-3472), Representative Crawford (907-465-4565), 
Representative Kapsner (907-465-4589)

Representative Peggy Wilson (907-465-3175)
Senator Bert Stedman (907-465-3922)
Governor Frank Murkowskl (907 465-353.1)
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February  2 1 ,2 0 0 5

K eoresentative P eggy W ilson 
Rf p resen tative R alph  Sam uels 
R epresen ta tive  Jay R am ras

Re: H ouse B ill 130

D ear R ep iesen ta tives;

I a ttended  the te lecon ference  but w as unasked to  sp eak  do to  the ex trem ely  lim ited  tim e 
a llow ed  fo r this b:ll. T im e w hich shouL! have been utilized  for public  com m en t was 
taken  up  w ith a bill tha t w asn ’t even on the agenda and  for “ official c la rifica tion" o f  the 
m ean ing  o f  a superflu o u s phrase

A s a p roperty  o w ner in Farragut Bay, I feel that you w ere rem iss in lciting  m e know  o f  
th is hill in a tim ely  m anner. T he apparen t speed  w hich  this bill has m oved  is not 
ap p ro p ria te  T he com m en t period is m uch to  short an d  the no tice  is a lm o st nonexistent. 
T h is is to ta lly  o b jec tionab le

Irrespective o f  that, m y com m ents a re  as follows:

A ccord ing  to  your m ap . Read Island an d  its neighbor, R ound Island, as w ell as Flock 
R ock in Farragu t Bay arc- being designated  for tran sfe r to the U niversity  for inclusion into 
the  L a rd  G rant T ru s t Fund T h is does not m ake any  sense. Flock Rock, as  its nam e 
im plies, is ju s t  a  g roup  o f  rocks exposed  above the w ater line. T here  a re n ’t any trees, 
ancho rages, hunting, o r  fishing av a ilab le  at Flock Rock. It is not e v e r  su itab le  for 
subd iv ision  into parce ling  out for hom e sites. T herefo re, there  isn’t any v iab le  m eans o f  
incom e w ith  the ir inclusion

R ound Island  is a local nam e for an island  connected  to  Read Island via a sunken  re e f  
T here  a re n ’t any anchorages at R ound Island It is covered  w ith  trees and  excep t for the 
reef, is s teep  sided  It a lso  isn 't  su itab le  for hom e sites , and is therefore  no t viable for a 
m eans o f  incom e

Read Island, on-the-o ther-hand . does have  anchorages w hich are  used e x te n sn e ly  by 
com m ercia l fisherm en, sport fisherm en , eco-tourism  charters, p leasu re  c ra fte rs , hunters, 
and  trappers. It does have son.e cedar trees, w hich cou ld  be harvested , a lthough  with 
great d ifficulty . T h e  island  is used for trapping , and hunting  as w ell. It is fo rested  near 
th e  w atei, w hile  in the in teno r o f  the island, there are  large areas o f  m uskeg. T his w ould 
be  very d ifficu lt to  b u ild  on, let alone getting  the bu ild ing  m ateria ls to  the site .

Instead o f  dep riv in g  peo p le  o f  its use, a user fee, such  as the Forest S erv ice  now  charges, 
co u ld  be app lied  to  peop le  using the island. ITus w ould  be a con tinuous incom e 
genera ting  sou rce  to the U niversity. G ran ted , in itially , it w ould  be m uch less ti». i f  the



Island  w ere  so ld  lo  a private ind iv idual B ut over the  long te im , it m ight even  end  up 
b e ing  m ore  incom e.

H ow ever, a  m uch be tte r idea w o u ld  be to not give any  land to  the U niversity , but to 
desig n a te  a percen tage  o f  incom e o ff  the  oil and  gas m oney w hich  com es to  the S tate  o f  
A laska  J feel that the free tu ition  fo r the  top  ten  p ercen t o f  high school g radua tes is 
rid icu lous. T hese  top  ten percen t o f  the  g radua tes w ould  be rec ip ien ts o f  scho larsh ips as 
w ell as co llege  loans an d  grants. T hey  do  no t need  free tuition.

A n o th er a rea  o f  co n cern  for m e is W hitney  Island  at C ape Fanshaw . T his is an  area used 
ex ten siv e ly  by all the  above users, as w ell as day  users, like for p icnics. P eo p le  explore  
th e  o ld  fox  farm , the  “ P ost O ffice”  on the  m ain land , the o ld  cannery , and  o ^ e r  o ld  
b u ild ing  sites. T hey  harvest the raspberries, straw berries, and  o ther fruit T h e  lilacs are 
e spec ia lly  n ice  for cu t flow ers. T hese  w ere p lan ted  w hen peop le  lived at C ap e  F anshaw  
an d  have now  gone w ild.

T o  put th is  area in to  a privately  o w n ed  s itua tion  w ould  be disastrous. Even i f  the 
U n iversity  d ecided  not to  sell th e  land  ou trigh t, they  w ould  rem ove its use by the public.

O nce ig u in , I do not feel that the U niversity  sh ru ld  get any land, but should , in fact, 
receive m oney from  the oil and gas revenue  T he A laska S enate  Bill 7, en ac ted  in  2000 
shou ld  be re icinded and  Lisa M urkow sk i stopped  from  in itia ting  her Bill in the U.S. 
Senate.

P lease, do  not a llow  th is bill to  pass. It w ou ld  be m ore o f  a detrim en t to future 
g en era tio n s ’Fun the m oney it w ou ld  g enera te  today.

S incere ly ,
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(Qtyfh ^<JZJ

(^ !u c / U l- ) '^ U M jl /d /'th ^ ^ L



Douglas Owen

From: EDWINA L BARNETT SIMMONS [simmonsbarnett@msn.com]
Sent: Sunday, February 20, 2005 9:12 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras PEB 2 1 2005

To: My Representative: Peggy Wilson, and the House Resource Committee:

Jay Ramras co-chair, Ralph Samuels co-chair, Jim Elkins, Carl Gatto,
Gabrielle LeDoux, Kurt C!son, Paul Seaton, Harry Crawford, Mary Kapsner

Dear Representatives:

I was born in Fairbanks in 1945 and my wife in 1954, and we both grew up on homesteads with a 
subsistance lifestyle. We watched the population of tha t area grow from 10,000 to 60,000 in 
what felt like overnight during the peak of the TransAlaska pipeline construction period. We also 
watched in dismay at how a large influx of people can change your chosen lifestyle because of the 
increase demand on the hunting and fishing resources. Fairbanks no longer offered the lifestyle 
we desired, so we searched for a new area/community tha t matched our needs. We found that in 
Lisianski Inlet. It was and still is perfect with the low density, the sheer magnificence of scenery, 
and the abundance of fish and wild game for a subsistance lifestyle. We loved the area enough to 
re-locate, build a new home, raise a fam ily, live here for the past 20 years and retired here.

Lisianski In le t is not an d.ea that can support a larger population because of its remoteness, 
which is the very reason why so many Pelicanites have uhosen to live here. This is an area that 
Nature has chosen to keep remote through the roughness and steepness of the land and by 
the unpredictable patterns of the weather and the ocean. There are some areas of Alaska that 
need to remain remote and this is one of them. Please do not destroy the Inlet and the 
subsistance lifestyle that the people of Lisianski Inlet/Pelican have chosen. The passage of HB 130 
and the development that is sure to follow would ruin the area and this unique way of life.

Thank you for your consideration to our strong objection to the passage of HB 130.

Sincerely,

Avery and Edwina Simmons 
907-752-5037

2/21/2005
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From : Jennifer Price [Jen ©soundsailing.com]
Sent: Friday, February 18, 2005 3:55 PM

To : Rep. Jay Ramras
C c : Rep. Peggy Wilson; Rep. Ralph Samuels; Rep. Jim Elkins; Rep. Carl Gatto; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux;

Rep. Kurt Olson; Sen. Bort Stcdman; Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Harry Crawford; Rep. Mary Kapsner

Sub je r .: HB 130

Dear Representative Ramras and committee members.

I am writing to thank you for the opportunity to give my testimony Wednesday. 
February loth, regarding the controversial House Bill 130. I hope to punctuate my 
statement given over the phone with this written testimony.

i am opposed to HB 130. clearly, because of specific parcels of land which are listed in 
the proposed grant to the University of Alaska. While I am unfamiliar with many of the 
areas designated farther north and in the interior, it was quite clear to me over 
the several days of testimony put forth that people from all over th^ state are alarmed 
with the prospect of losing the public land surrounding the it homes, recreational areas, 
and subsistence grounds.

1 admit that many of us are not exactly eloquent in our vocal testimonies, nor in our 
written testimonies, but what counts here is the pass'on and determination of each and 
every voting Alaskan who makes his feelings known to our representatives. Please 
take to heart every testimony you've heard or read in relation to this bill—in the 
recent past and in the near future-- because wc are counting on you. our elected 
officials, to listen to us and to fairly evaluate that for which we are fighting—to keep 
our public lands public.

1 advocate doing away with HB 130 completely and finding a different way to help fund 
the University of Alaska. If this is not to happen I would hope that the revised bill 
will delete all of Southeast Alaska from the land grant, most 
importantly Baranof. Warm Springs Bay. 1 think you heard plenty of testimony on 
behalf of this lovely little pocket of beauty and serenity, so I'll be brief. I am a person 
who owns NO property here in the bay, therefore 1 have NO financial interest in the 
area, but I am actually in the majority of its champions. The Baranof Homeowner's 
Association consists of a small group of landowners, many from whom you've heard 
testimony recently But there are hundreds of people who frequent this spot 
consistently including Sitkans, out-of-state boaters, the fishing fleet, the Coast Guard, 
destination fishers, hikers, wildlife enthusiasts, charter boats and scores of other 
types. We all return to this place repeatedly because of the thundering waterfall, the 
raging river, the unspoiled wetlands, the pristine lakes, the majestic mountains, the 
world-class hotsprings, and the phenomenal fishing and wildlife. What is missing here 
is any large-scale development, and that is what we all cherish about this wonderful 
sanctuary called Warm Springs Bay.

We all live in Alaska for many disparate reasons, but I would wager a bet that most 
Alaskans choose to live in this great state because of its vastness, its physical 
diversity, and especially its seemingly limitless wilderness. Let's not give what is 
currently public land to an entity which may seil to a private party, thereby losing, 
parcel by parcel, the very essence of this great vast land we call Alaska.

2/21/2005



Jennifer Price
Caretaker, Baranof Wilderness Lodge

1802 B Alder Way 
Sitka, AK 99835 
747-7473

Thanks for listening,

2/21/2005
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M y  n am e  is  B ill B u rto n  a n d  I ' m  th e  o w n e r  o f  th e  K o d iak  G a m e  R a n c h  a t N a rro w  C a p e  
a lo n g  w ith  m y  w ife  a n d  so n . W e  h a \ c  th e  ra n c h  th a t the  U. o f  A k  h a s  s e le c te d  fo r  the  
2 ,8 8 0  a c re s  o u t o f  o u r  le a se  u rea. W e ’ve  o p e ra te d  th is  ran ch  fo r  g o in g  o n  4 0  y e a rs , an d  
th is  R a n c h  h as  b e e n  o p e ra te d  a s  a l iv e s to c k  ra n c h  fo r  o v e r  6 0  y ea rs . T h e  ra n c h e s  on 
K o d ia k  w ith  th e ir  s la te  le a se s  h a v e  k e p t o p e n  to  th e  p u b lic  m o s t o f  th e  p u b lic  lan d  o n  the  
ro a d  sy s te m . If  it h a d n ’t b een  fo r  th e  le a se s  m o s t o f  th is  la n d  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  p u t in 
p r iv a te  la n d  s ta tu s , w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  p re v e n te d  th e ir  u se  fo r  th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic . I f  th is  is 
ta k e n  o v e r  b y  the  U n iv . it c o u ld  p re v e n t  th e  p u b lic  a c c e s s  n o t o n ly  to  th e  N arrow ' C a p e  
a re a , bu t th e  re s t o f  th e  ra n c h  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  a ll th e  v a lle y s  a n d  the  S a c ra m e n to  R iv e r, 
w h ic h  arc  h u n tin g  an d  F ish ing  a re a s  th e  p u b lic  h as  b een  u s in g , as  th e y  w o u ld  h av e  to  p a ss  
th ro u g h  th e  U n iv . lan d  to  a c c e s s  th e  re s t o f  th e  ra n c h .

W e are  o p p o s e d  to  th e ir  lan d  se le c t io n  o u t h e re  for a  c o u p le  o f  re a so n s , unless th e  U n iv . 
can give both the Borough and us a written agreem ent, which this hill states and the 
promises th a t Kate Ripley stated in the M irro r article of Feb 8,h. F irs t  o f  a ll . sh e  
s ta te d  th e re  arc  n o  c u r re n t  p la n s  to  d e v e lo p  th e  la n d , and all curren t land agreements 
would rem ain in effect. These would include the KLC , and our grazing lease that 
we , Kodiak Game Ranch, operate. Furtherm ore, she also stated that the Univ. is 
not planning to limit public access to the area. H o w e v e r , o u r  c o n c e rn  is  th a t w h e n  o u r  
le a se  te rm  is  up , th a t w e  w o u ld  be a b le  to  re n e w  th e  lea se  a n d  w e  w o u ld  lik e  s o m e th in g  
w ritte n  g iv in g  c la u se  a b o u t a re n e w a l to  o u r  lea se .

This land that the Univ. is proposing to select will take the m ajority o f our winter 
range that our livestock have to graze on and w inter range is absolutely essential to 
us to be able to run the livestock. Also we have a fencing contract with the NRCS 
(Natural Resouices Conservation Service) to fence off a portion of that land for 
conservation purposes. All of the fencing m aterials have already been purchased, as 
the contact has been approved. This is a fairly large contract, so if the State lease for 
which it is located on now becomes University land, will we be able to fence off the 
pasture, o r will we be .-.tuck with the cost of the fencing m aterials with no place to

T h e  U n iv e rs ity  sa y s  th a t th is  w o u ld  b e  lan d  u ti l iz e d  fo r  e d u c a tio n  a n d  re s e a rc h  p u rp o se . 
H o w e v e r , th e y  a ls o  s ta te  in th e  fu tu re  th e y  m ig h t re g ro u p  a n d  m a k e  a d if fe re n t  u se  o f  the 
la n d , (to  b e t te r  b e n e fit th e  u n iv e rs ity ) . P o ss ib ly  s u b d iv id e  a n d  se ll th e  la n d  fo r  th e  m o st 
p o s s ib le  p ro f it  fo r the U n iv e rs i ty ?

N o w  m a y b e  the  U n iv e rs ity  w ill d o  b e lte r  w ith  th e ir  ro c k e t re se a rc h  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l 
fa c ilitie s , b u t th e y  fo r  s u re  h a v e n ’t h a d  a v e ry  g o o d  re c o rd  s u p p o r t in g  a g r ic u ltu re  in  the  
s ta te  in th e  la s t few  y e a rs . A t o n e  lim e  th e y  d id  q u ite  a lo t o f  A g . R e se a rc h , a n d  h ad  g o o d  
fa c ilitie s  to  d o  so , bu t th e s e  h a v e  all b e e n  a llo w e d  to  d e c a y  a n d  d is a p p e a r , a n d  liv e s to c k

fence?
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