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B o n u s :  P l a n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  p r o g r a m  d r a w s  o u t c r y
c o n t in u a l  f r o m  p a g e  I  
Ihe Alaska Commission on 
Aging. Burgin untlothcrs from 
around die slate commented 
on the Bonus proposal during 
a Commission on Aging leg­
islative teleconference March 
II.
"One gentleman told me 

that he and his w ife each 
receive S250a month, so for 
them it w ill be a S500 reduc­
tion in their monthly bud­
get." said Denise Daniello, 
executive director o f the 
North StarCouncil on Aging 
in Fairbanks. " I l is  wife is on 
a lot o f different types o f 
prescription drugs, so w ith­
out that S500 they are going 
to have make some crucial 
decisions with respect to 
medicine versus food. A lot 
o f seniors in Fairbanks arc 
very concerned.”
And many around the state 

are very mad.
"Seniors met in the lunch­

room here yesterday," said a 
woman from Cordova dur­
ing the teleconference. "They 
circulated a petition to im ­
peach Murkowski.”
A broad aiTay o f organiza­

tions, from iheTnnanaChicfs 
Conference to the Alaska Pub­
lic Interest Research Group to 
retired teachers and Pioneers' 
Homes residentorganizations 
are voicing concern -  or out­
rage-over Murkowski’s pro­
posal.
“We’ ve made a concerted 

e ffort to have our membership 
send public opinion messages, 
faxes, personal letters and 
telcphonecallstolegislators,” 
said Robert Huffman, chair­
man o f the Pioneers o f Alaska 
statewide Grand Igloo Legis­
lative and Government A f­
fairs committee.
“ A lo t o f these old-timers 

are helping to pay their way 
in the Pioneers Home system 
via the Longevity Bonus. 
They’ re using it fo r medical 
reasons and pharmaceuticals 
and it would hurt a lot o f 
them i f  in fact they pulled the 
mg out from under the entire 
program,” Huffman said.
The Pioneers o f Alaska 

organization has between
7,000 and 8,000 members 
statewide, and Huffman es­
timates 30 to 40 percent o f 
them receive the Bonus.
The Pioneers are coor-

Some argue chat the state will be 
shooting itself in the foot, financially, 
by eliminating the Longevity Bonus.

dinating their lobbying ef­
forts w ith an even larger 
organization. AARP, which 
has some 70,000 members 
statewide.
“This is the first lime the 

Pioneers o f Alaska and the 
AARP have worked together 
jointly like this,”  AARP state 
communications director Ann 
Sccrist said. "We’ re sharing 
information, making sure that 
as we gel the word out, they gel 
the word out to the Pioneers." 
Unanswered questions
Shortly after Murkowski’s 

announcement, AARP fired 
o ff a press statement chal­
lenging the wisdom o f die pro­
posal on several fronts.
"W e're concerned that, as 

the Bonus goes to the oldest 
o f older Alaskans, these are 
the same ones who a'e likely 
to use the most pharmaceuti­
cal drugs, and arc the ones 
most like ly to be widowed 
older women trying to ’age 
in place’ and stay indepen­
dent,”  the statement said. " I t 
would be d ifficu lt fo r people 
to go back to work at their 
ages. The Longevity Bonus 
recip ients have received 
these checks fo r years and 
have built it into their monthly 
budgets.”
The statement noted that 

the' proposal comes right on 
the ta il o f huge increases in 
prescription drug prices, and 
that Alaska has no plan to 
help deal w ith these costs.
“ Pharmaceutical prices in 

Alaska rose over 25 percent 
in 2001 -  25 percent in just 
one year. This was the high­
est increase in the entire 
United States," according to 
the press statement.
Sccrist said i t doesn’ t 

make sense to propose cut­
ting a benefit like the Bonus 
when lawmakers know little 
about the recipients or their 
needs.
“ I t ’ s amazing, because the 

state doesn't even know,” 
she said. "W e ’ re suggesting 
the state study it, find out 
who is receiving it and what 
i t is being used fo r.”
The program was estab­

lished in 1972, according to

Murkowski, "as a way to say 
’ thank you' topioneer Alas­
kans who brought us into 
statehood.”
In 1984. the Alaska Su­

preme Court opened the pro­
gram to all Alaska residents 
who were 65 or older at the 
time. By 1993, the program 
had 22.741 recipients and 
the cost to the state was up to 
S67 m illion a year. It was 
then that the state, under Gov. 
I lickc l. decided to phase the 
program out. No new mem­
bers have been added since 
the end o f 1996. The young­
est Bonus recipients are 
more than 70 years old, and 
enrollment has dropped to a 
current total o f 18.000.

Calls to the Longevity 
Bonus office were referred 
to Department o f Adm inis­
tration staff, who did not 
respond in time for the Se­
n ior Voice deadline.

Economic repercussions
Murkowski argues that the 

court ruling that changed the 
residency requirements e f­
fectively k ilL d  the Bonus 
program as it '?.s orig inally 
conceived.
“ Thejudiciary eliminated 

the Longevity program for 
Alaska’s pioneers,”  he wrote 
in a letter accompanying his 
legislation. “ The bill 1 trans­
mit today ends its successor, 
elim inating a program that 
has outlived its original pur­
pose and no longer offers 
special consideration to 
those pioneers so deserving 
o f our thanks."

Some argue that Ihe stale 
w ill be shooting itse lf in the 
foot, financially, by e lim i­
nating the Longevity Bonus. 
A year2000 study conducted 
by the McDowell Group for 
the Alaska Commission on 
Aging found that seniors 
make up one o f the largest 
industries in Alaska, in terms 
o f im pact on the state 
economy th rough the ir 
spending. Furthermore, the 
researchers concluded that 
senior spending has a “ mul­
tip lie r effect" -  for every 
dol lar o f retirement i ncomc 
a senior spends, the report 
stated, “ an estimated SI or 
more o f additional economic 
activ ity is generated as se­
n ior spending is collected 
and re-spent by other enti­
ties in the economy.”
Acting ACoA Executive 
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Longevity Bonus..
continued from  page 23  
Director Robert Taylor re­
ferred to these findings dur­
ing the rece nt legislative tele­
conference, noting that "to 
take S47 m illion out o f the 
pockets o f seniors who arc 
spending it at pharmacies, 
reta il stores and grocery 
stores, has a double nega­
tive impact on the economy 
in Alaska."

Safety net and need
M arie D a rlin , o f the 

AARP Capital C ity Task 
Force in Juneau, said in w rit­
ten testimony to the legisla­
ture that in 1999, there were
6,000 Alaska seniors liv ing 
on less than S I,000 per 
month. Statistically, 8 per­
cent or more o f the state’s 
seniors are at or below the 
poverty lincand many more, 
about 40 percent, have in ­
come lower than the HUD 
low-incoine lim it.
In referring to the “ safely 

net” o f public services dur­
ing his March 5 budget 
speech, Murkowski men­
tioned Adult Public Assis­
tance. However, others have 
pointed out that this welfare 
program w ill not help make 
up for lost Longevity Bonus 
checks. Bonus checks cur­
rently don't count as income 
when determining e lig ib il­
ity for Adult Public Assis­
tance, so taking away the 
checks would have no bear­
ing on someone’ s e lig ib ility 
fo r the welfare benefits.
It also would have little 

bearing on their e lig ib ility 
for the Meals on Wheels pro­
gram, contrary to what some 
people have suggested.
“ The governor and a lot o f 

his staffers have been saying 
to the seniors that Meals on 
Wheels w ill be there fo r 
them," said Susan Faith, ex­
ecutive director o f the Sal­
vation Army Older Alaskans 
Program, which runs Meals 
on Wheels in Anchorage. 
However, the assertion is 
inaccurate bccau ; e lig ib il­
ity for the home-delivered 
meal program is based on 
physical need, not income. 
Faith said.
While the program serves 

a very important role. Faith 
said she can understand why 
many seniors have been o f­

fended by the suggestion they 
can rely on Meals on Wheels 
in the absence o f Bonus 
checks. “ It antagonizes se­
niors from the perscpective 
that it attacks thcircffo rts to 
be independent," she said.
Another ideu that offends 

many seniors is the proposal 
to make the Bonus a needs- 
based program.
"We fought that (idea) 

during the Knowles admin­
istration. He introduced it 
no less than three times dur­
ing his two terms in office ,”  
says Robert Huffman, o f Pio­
neers o f Alaska. “ To turn it 
into a needs-based, welfare 
program ... you lose all the 
dignity o f why it was intro­
duced to begin with. The vast 
majority o f the recipients arc 
in the higher 5250category, 
and these tend to be the old- 
timers fo r which the pro­
gram was conceived to be­
gin with. Thcy’venevcrbei n 
on welfare in the ir life . 
They’d rather do without, 
even though it would hurt 
them." . . .  ....
H u ffm an also said it 

doesn’ t make sense fo r the 
state to add a new layer o f 
administration to oversee a 
needs-based program .when 
the current program is grow­
ing smallereach year through 
attrition.
“ In the next two or three 

years, the program is going 
to go down between 55 to 
510 m illion every year. I t ’ s 
being phased-out. We say, 
let it die a natural death.”
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Letters
S u r v e y  s e n io r s  f o r  p r o o f  o f  
t h e  B o n u s ’ t r u e  w o r t h
There is no "safety net" that could be in 

place by June 2003 to protect the oldest, most 
in firm or neediest o f elder Alaskans.
Asking the Longevity Bonus program ad­

ministration to include a questionnaire w ith 
the monthly response form and blue envelope 
could at least inform the Legislature and the 
governor whose rug they propose to pull out 
from under the ciders, and how important that 
rug is to their survival.
When the phase-out law was enacted and 

became effective, it began reducing the amount 
paid, depending on the age o f applicants, and 
gave time for those facing aging -  time to 
know what to expect. We relied and re ly on 
those promises.
Imagine i f you arc part o f an elder couple 

in your late 70s, 80s or older, earned little 
cash income in your working lives, receive 
little or no Social Security income, live far 
from the world o f case workers and need 
some cash to purchase necessities. The Lon­
gevity Bonus program has allowed you to 
preserve some o f your Alaskan independence 
and dignity. Taking S500 from a couple nr 
S250 from a single elder may mean them 
having to forego food or medicine.
For many o f us from age 73 in 2004 down 

to the cutoff group (a ll over 70 in 2004), the 
Longevity Bonus program is our bulwark 
against being obliged by need to surrender 
independence and control o f our lives to 
regulation by social workers hired by state 
agencies toadministerand monitorsuch “ safety 
net” programs as Medicaid and welfare, e.g. 
Adult Public Assistance.
Instead o f paying our own way, we w ill 

have to ask Medicaid to take over the monthly 
payment o f Part B o f Medicare premiums and 
replace the Medigap insurance most o f us 
have been paying, in addition to picking up the 
many other costs o f care, from prescriptions 
to supplies such as respirators.

The affluent few among elder Alaskans can opt 
out o f the program simply by not returning the 
monthly response form and Ihe little blue enve­
lope by which we report presence in Alaska and 
elig ib ility . They do not have to die o ff to leave the 
program.
Survey participants as to age, level o f income 

and effect on them -  what the program means to 
their lives.

E. M ary Casey 
Anchorage

L e g i s l a t o r s  o p p o s e  
e l i m i n a t i n g  t he  B o n u s
When we gathered in Juneau this year. Demo­

cratic legislators made protecting Alaska's se­
niors and elders a high priority. Unfortunately, 
our new governor, Frank Murkowski, doesn't 
seem to be on our side.
For one thing, ihe governor has proposed 

eliminating the Longevity Bonus starting in July. 
We are very upset that he would betray a 1994 
promise to seniors that Alaska would continue 
the bonus to those who were already receiving it. 
Many seniors use Longevity Bonus payments to 
pay for food, clothing, medicine and other neces­
sities. Culling o ff these payments would cause 
real hardship.
Governor Murkowski added insult to injury by 

suggesting that seniors hurt by this cut could gel 
re lie f by applying fo r welfare. He is apparently 
unaware that the Longevity Bonus is not counted 
when determining whether someone is eligible 
for Adult Public Assistance, so losing the Lon­
gevity Bonus w ill not help you qualify.
Besides, why would Governor Murkowski 

want to throw Longevity Bonus recipients onto 
the welfare rolls? We’ ll fight this bad idea from 
the Murkovski-Leman administration every step 
o f the way.
Cn the positive side, we are trying to find ways 

to lower the cost o f prescription drugs. Working 
with AARP, we are considering two approaches to 
this problem. One would require prescription drugs 
tobe sold at a reduced price to seniors. We also are 
considering an approach that would secure volun­
tary senior discounts from pharmacists.

We also are supporting legislation that would 
protect Alaskans from unwanted telemarketing 
calls. Seniors arc often targets o f flim -flam art­
ists and others who call people at home w ith t 
sales pitch. You shouldn't have to suffer these 
intrusions i f you don 't want them. These bilb 
would set up a list o f people who don't want It' 
be called, and telemarketers would be prohib­
ited from calling people on the list. When they 
call someone not on the list, they would have t< 
identify themselves as telemarketers.
Issues affecting Alaska's seniors and elder; 

are close to our hearts. That's why we intend tc 
be a strong voice fo r your interests in Juneau. 

Sen. Johnny Ellis, Rep. Ethan Berkowitz 
Rep. Sharon Cissna, Rep. Eric C ro fl, Sen 

Bcttye Davis, Sen. K im Elton, Rep. Lcs Gara 
Rep. Max Gruenhcrg, Sen. Hollis French, Sen 

Gretchen Guess, Rep. Reggie Joule, Rep 
Beth Kerltu la , Sen. Georgianna Lincoln

E d ito r 's  n o te : The Senate version o f the 
Longevity Bonus elimination bill isexpected to 
receive the most legislative attention in the 
immediate future. The bill is currently in the 
Senate State A ffa irs committee. I f you would 
like to contact the senators on this committee 
and let them know your feelings about the bill, 
here are their phone numbers and e-mail ad­
dresses;
Sen. Gary Stevens, cha ir 
465-4929 or (toll-free) 1-800-821-4925; e- 

mail:Scnator_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us 
Sen. John Covvdery, vice chair 

465-3879 or (toll-free) I -888-269-3879; e-mail: 
Senator_John_Cowdery@Iegis.state.ak.us 
Sen. Fred Dyson 

465-2199 or toll-free 1 -800-342-2199; e-maiI 
Senator_Fred_Dyson@legis.statc.ak.us 
Sen. Gretchen Guess 

465-2435; e-mail: Senalor_Gretchen_Guess@ 
legis.stale.ak.us 
Sen. Lyman Hoffman 

465-4453 or toll-free I -866-465-4453; e-mail: 
Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us

mailto:Scnator_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_John_Cowdery@Iegis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Fred_Dyson@legis.statc.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us
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Michael  A. Adams P O Box 1 0008 Anchorage, A laska  9951 0
Telephone / Fax 1 ( 907) 563-4454 

27 March 2003

Senate A f f a i r s  Committee,
The L o n g i v i t y  program f o r  the o l d e r

A laska  r e s i d e n t s  shou ld  not be di scont i nued.^°st these 
P i onee r s  have r e s i d ed  in  A laska  f o r  the past f i f t y  years  and
endured many ha rd sh ip s .  They have earned the smal l  r e t u r n
f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  w i t h  the L o n g i v i t y  bonus. Income i s
l i m i t e d  f o r  the e l d e r l y  who have no b a s i s  f o r  income necessary
to pay t h e i r  b i l l s .  Economic t imes are a f r a c t i o n  as what i s
a v a i l a b l e  at the present  t im e ^ o  a la rm ing  i n c r e a s e s  i n  wages
to S ta t e  employees who b e n e f i t  to tremendous h ea l t h  and re t i rement
programs. Compara t i v e l y  the 250.00 bonus i s  a mere f r a c t i o n  to
the b e n e f i t s  r e c e i v e d  by r e t i r e d  employees f rom the p u b l i c
and government agenc ies  as wel l  as to the m i l i t a r y  r e t i r e e s .

For p r a c t i c a l  reasons the Permanent Fund shou ld  be 
e l im i n a t e d  i n  i t s  e n t i r i t y .  The sum of  at l e a s t  25% i s  r e t u rn ed  
to the government as income taxes .  I f  the Permanent fund would 
e l im i n a t e d  the 25% o f  t a x a b l e  income c o u l d  be r e t a i n e d  by 
the S ta te  and re tu rned  to the A laskans  at 100% and the taxed 
25% c o u l d  be r e t u rned  to the A laskans  i n  o the r  programs such 
as heal th  and housi ng as el der l  y c a r e .  As i t  i s  now the rec i  pi t ant  s 
of  the fund are c h i l d r e n ,  i n c l u de d ,  spent by the pa rents ,  on 
unnecessary  i tems so i t  would be b e t t e r  to c an ce l l  the fund.
Twenty f i v e  percent  would not rever t  to the Government as income 
taxes ,  and as s t s t e d  t h i s  25% c o u l d  be re tu rned  to the e l d e r l y  
and those who need i t ,  r a the r  than " throw ing:  i t  away.

P le ase  g i ve  t h i s  sugges t i o n  some s e r i o u s  thought .
s

yours ,  s i

M i chael  A. Adams

P S I have r e s i d e d  i n  A laska  f o r  f i f t y  years ,  hav ing served 

a p e r i o d  o f  f i v e  ‘' lyears i n  the A l e u t i a n  I s l and s  (At tu)  i n  
1945 to 1950 and the remainder i n  Anchorage. (Note) The 25d 

i s  es t ima ted  to be the sum re tu rned  by those taxpayers  
i n  the h igh  income who pay taxes  on the permanent fund thay

[Ze. «•!





Rx #: 6607793 If you have anv questions,p lease feel free to RPh -SCOTT J SCHNEIDER
Date: 02/13/2003 contact SCOTT J SCHNEIDER at (907) 644-0880 ANSCHUETZ.RICHARD

or ANSCHUETZ.RICHARD at () 562-7575 at () 562-7576

IF YOU HAVE ANY CONCERNS ABOUT TAKING THE 
MEDICATION BELOW. PLEA SE  CONTACT YOUR 
PHARM ACIST OR PHYSICIAN IMMEDIATELY.

D irections : TAKE  ONE TABLET  BY  MOUTH EVERY DAY

PLAVIX 75MG TAB
CLO.’ IDOGREL (kloe-PIH-doe-cjrell)

COMMON USES: This medicine is an antiplatelet agent used to reduce the risk of stroke or heart attack in patients with 
atherosclerosis. It may also be used to treat other conditions as determined by your doctor.

HOW TO USE THIS MEDICINE: Follow the directions for using this medicine provided by your doctor. This medicine 
may be taken on an empty stomach or with food. STORE THIS MEDICINE at room temperature, away from heat and 
light. IF YOU MISS A DOSE OF THIS MEDICINE, take it as soon as possible. If it is almost time for your next dose, skip 
the missed dose and go back to your regular dosing schedule. Do NOT take 2 doses at once.

CAUTIONS: If you are currently taking aspirin, consult your doctor promptly and ask if you should continue or stop 
taking aspirin with this medication for your specific condition (e.g., aspirin and clopidogrel may be used in combination 
after a coronary stent procedure). If you are not currently taking aspirin, consult your doctor before starting aspirin for any 
medical condition. Check the labels on all your medicines oecause they may contain pain relievers/fever reducers 
(NSAIDs such as ibuprofen, naproxen, or aspirin). Askyour pharmacist about the safe use of those products while taking 
clopidogrel. BEFORE Y O lf  HAVE ANY MEDICAL O R IE N T A L  TREATMENTS, EM ERGENCY CARE, OR SURGERY; 
tell the doctor or dentist you are taking this medicine. BEFORE YOU BEGIN TAKING ANY NEW MEDICINE, either 
prescription or over-the-counter, check with vour doctor or pharmacist. Keep all doctor and laboratory appointments 
while you are using this medicine. IF YOU BECOME ILL.including a fever, contact your doctor. AVOID ANY SPO RTS 
that expose vou to risk of serious injury. FOR WOMEN: i t  IS UNKNOWN i t  THIS MEDICINE IS EXCRETED  in breast 
milk. DO NOT BREAST-FEED  while taking this medicine.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS: SIDE EFFECTS, that may go away during treatment, include diarrhea or indigestion. 
CONTACT YOUR DOCTOR IMMEDIATELY if you experience suaden, severe, persistent headache; change in vision; 
rash; itching; nosebleeds; excessive bleeding from cuts; bleeding from gums when brushing teeth; increased menstrual 
bleeding; unexplained vaginal bleeding; unusual bruising; discoloration of urine or stool; black, tarry stools: sore throat or 
fever; weakness; speech problems; seizures; yellowing of the skin or eyes; or pale skin. If you notice other effects not 
listed above, contact your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist.

BEFORE USING THIS MEDICINE: Some medicines or medical conditions may interact with this medicine.
ADDITIONAL MONITORING O F YOUP DOSE OR CONDITION may be needed if you are taking medicines such as 
ibuprofen or naproxen (NSAIDs), warfarin, heparin, phenytoin, tamoxifen, tolbutamide, torsemiae, and fiuvastatin. 
INFORM YOUR DOCTOR OR PHARMACIST of all prescription and over-the-counter medicine that you are taking. 
Inform your doctor of any other medical conditions, allergies, pregnancy, or breast-feeding. USE OF THIS MEDICINE IS 
NOT RECOMMENDED if you have gastrointestinal bleeding or a history of clotting disorders or ulcers. Contact your 
doctor or phannacist if you have any questions or concerns about taking this medicine.

OVERDOSE: If overdose is suspected, contact your local poison control center or emergency room immediately.
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SAM S CLUB (907) 644-0880
P fn rm a rv  8801 old seward hwy
i i i a i i i iu i j  ANCHORAGE,AK 99515-0000

VIERIHUFF.GERT 02/13/2003 REFILL
2900 IRIS DRIVE ANCHORAGE.AK 99517 
RX: 6607793 Ref#P QTY:30- DAW: 0 DS: 30 
NDC: 63653-1171-06 PLAVIX 75MG TAB BMS 
ANSCHUETZ,RICHARD NABP: 0202541

Patient Pay $111.32

SAM’S CLUB (907) 644-0980 
P h a rm a rv  8801 0!-D seward hwy

;  ANCHORAGE.AK 99515-0000 
VIERHUFF.GERT 02/13/2003 REFILL
2900 IRIS DRIVE ANCHORAGE.AK 99517 
RX: 6607793 Ref#P QTY: 30 DAW: 0 DS: 30 
NDC: 63653-1171-06 PLAVIX 75MG TAB RMS 
ANSCHUETZ,RICHARD NABP: 0202541

Patient Pay $111.32



Rx #: 6607794 If you have any questionsm lease feel free to RPh-SCO TT  J SCHNEIDER
Date: 02/13/2003 contact SCOTT J  SCHNEIDER at (907) 644-0880 ANSCHUETZ.RICHARD

or ANSCHUETZ,RICHARD at () 562-7575 at () 562-7575

IF YOU HAVE ANY CONCERNS ABOUT TAKING THE 
MEDICATION BELOW . PLEASE  CONTACT YOUR 
PHARM ACIST OR PHYSICIAN IMMEDIATELY.

D irections : TAKE  ONE TABLET  BY MOUTH EVERY DAY

LIPITOR 20MG TAB
ATORVASTATIN (a-TORE-va-sta-tin)

COMMON USES: This medicine is an HMG-CoA reductase inhibitor (also known as a "statin") used to lower cholesterol 
and triglyceride levels in your blood. It may also be used to treat other conditions as determined by your doctor.

HOW TO USE THIS MEDICINE: Follow the directions for using this medicine provided by your doctor. This medicine
may be taken on an emptv stomach or with food. Try to take this medicine at the same time each day. AVOID EATING 
GRAPEFRUIT OR DRINKING GRAPEFRUIT JU ICE  while taking this medicine. STORE THIS MEDICINE at room 
temperature between 68 to 77 degrees F (20 to 25 degrees C) in a tightly-closed container, away from heat and light. IF 
YOU MISS A  DOSE OF THIS MEDICINE, take it as soon as possible. If it is almost time for your next dose, skip the 
missed dose and go back to your regular dosing schedule. Do NOT take 2 doses at once.

CAUTIONS: FOLLOW THE DIETARY 
benefits of this medicine takes effect
Most people with high cholesterol or triglycerides do not feel sick. KEEP  ALL DOCTOR AND LABORATORY 
APPOINTMENTS ie.q., liver function tests, blood cholesterol levels) while you are using this medicine. THIS DRUG MAY 
CAUSE DIZZINESS DO NOT DRIVE, OPERATE MACHINERY, OR DO ANYTHING. ELSE THAT COULD BE
DANGEROUS until you know how you react to this medicine. Using this medicine alone, with other medicines, or with 
alcohol, may lessen your ability to drive or to perform other potentially dangerous tasks. DAILY USE OF ALCOHOL may 
increase your chance for serious side effects. Limit alcoholic beverages. BEFORE HAVING ANY KIND OF SURGERY, 
tell your doctor that you are taking this medicine. BEFORE YOU BEGIN TAKING ANY NEW MEDICINE, either 
prescription or over-the-counter, check with your doctor or pharmacist. CAUTION IS ADVISED WHEN USING THIS 
MEDICINE IN THE ELDERLY because they may be more sensitive to the side effects of the drug. FOR WOMcN: DO 
NOT USE THIS MEDICINE if you are pregnant. IF YOU SU SPECT  THAT YOU COULD BE PREGNANT, contact your 
doctor immediately. It is recommended that women of child-bearing age use effective birth control measures while taking 
this medicine, since it may cause fetal harm. THIS MEDTCINE IS EXCRETED  IN BREAST MILK. DO NOT 
BREAST-FEED while taking this medicine.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS: SIDE EFFECTS  that may occur while taking this medicine include dizziness, headache, 
nausea, diarrhea, constipation, gas, or stomach upset/pain. If it continues or is bothersome, check with your doctor. THIS 
MEDICINE MAY INFREQUENTLY cause muscle damage (which can rarely lead to a very serious condition called 
rhabdomyolysis). Stop taking this drug and tell your doctor immediately if vou develop muscle pain, tenderness, or 
weakness (especially with fever or unusual tiredness). CH ECK  WITH YOUR DOCTOR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE if you 
experience joint pain, chest pain, or swelling in the arms or legs. CONTACT YOUR DOCTOR IMMEDIATELY if you 
experience yellowing, eyes and skin, dark urine, change in the amount of urine, vision problems, black stool, or severe 
stomach pain. IF YOU EXPERIENCE difficulty breathing: tightness of chest; swelling of eyelids, face, or lips; or if you 
develop a rash or hives, tell your doctor immediately. Do not take any more doses ofthis medicine unless your doctor 
tells you to do so. If you notice other effects not listea above, contact your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist.

31. Information Expires 03/20/2003

SAM’S CLUB 
Pharmacy

(907) 644-0880 
8801 OLD SEWARD HWY 
ANCHORAGE.AK 99515-0000

VIERHUFF.GERT 02/13/2003 REFILL
2900 IRIS 6RIVE ANCHORAGE.AK 99517 
RX: 6607794 Ref#P QTY: 30 DAW: 0 DS: 30 
NDC: 00071 -0156-23 LIPITOR 20MG TAB PAR 
ANSCHUETZ.RICHARD NABP: 0202541

Patien t P ay  $97.54

SAM’S CLUB (907) 644-0880 
P h ir n ia r v  8801 old seward hwy

;  ANCHORAGE.AK 99515-0000
VIERHUFF.GERT 02/13/2003 REFILL
2900 IRIS DRIVE ANCHORAGE.AK 99517 
RX: 6607794 Ref#P QTY: 30 DAW: 0 DS: 30 
NDC: 00071-0156-23 LIPITOR 20MG TAB PAR 
ANSCHUETZ.RICHARD NABP: 0202541

Patien t P a y  $97.54



Rx #: 6607792 If you have any questions-please fee l free to
Date: C2/13/2003 contact SCOTT J  SCHNEIDER at (907) 644-0880 

or ANSCHUETZ.RICHARD at () 562-7575

IF YOU HAVE ANY CO NCERNS ABO U T  TAKING THE 
MEDICATION BELOW . PLEA SE  CO NTACT YOUR 
PHARM ACIST OR PHYSICIAN IMMEDIATELY.

D irections : TAKE  ONE-HALF T A B LET  BY  MOUTH EVER Y  DAY

RPh -SCOTT J SCHNEIDER 
ANSCHUETZ.RICHARD 
at () 562-757$

AMARYL 2MG TAB
GLIMEPIRIDE (GLYE-me-pye-ride)

COMMON USES: This medicine is a sulfonylurea used to treat diabetes mellitus (sugar diabetes).

HOW TO USE THIS MEDICINE: Follow the directions for using this medicine provided by your doctor. Take this
medicine with breakfast or your first main meal. STO RE THIS MEDICINE at room temperature in a tightly-closed 
container, away from heat ana light. IF YOU MISS A DOSE OF THIS MEDICINE, take it as soon as possible. If it is 
almost time for your next dose, skip the missed dose and go back to your regular dosing schedule. Do NOT take 2 doses 
at once.

CAUTIONS: BEFO RE YOU BEGIN TAKING ANY NEW  MEDICINE, either prescription or over-the-counter, check with 
your doctor or pharmacist. DO NOT EXCEED  THE RECOMM ENDED DOSE without checking with your doctor. 
FOLLOW THE DIETARY PLAN provided by your doctor. THIS MEDICINE MAY CAU SE  increased sensitivifv to the sun. 
Avoid exposure to the sun, sunlamps, or tanning booths until you know how you react to this medicine. Use a sunscreen 
or protective clothing if you must be outside for a prolonged period. DO NOT DRINK ALCOHOL without first discussing it 
with your doctor. THIS MEDICINE MAY CAUSE  hypoglycemia (low blood sugar). Signs of hypoglycemia include an 
increased heart rate, headache, sweating, tremor, increased hunger, changes in, vision, neivousness, or tiredness. 
Discuss with your doctor or nurse how to handle hypoglycemic reactions. IF YOU PLAN ON BECOMING PREGNANT, 
discuss with your doctor the beneP i and risks of using this medicine during pregnancy. IT IS UNKNOWN IF THIS 
MEDICINE IS EXCRETED  in breast rr.Jk. DO NOT BREAST-FEED  while taking this medicine.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS: SIDE EFFECTS, that may go away, during treatment, include dizziness, weakness, 
headache, or nausea. If they continue or are bothersome, check with your doctor. If you notice other effects not listed 
above, contact your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist.

BEFORE USING THIS MEDICINE: Some medicines or medical conditions may interact with this medicine. INFORM 
YOUR DOCTOR OR PHARMACIST of all prescription and over-the-counter medicine that you are takina. ADDITIONAL 
MONITORING OF YOUR DOSE OR CONDITION may be needed if you are taking chloramphenicol,

gemfibrozil, monoamine oxidase inhibitors (MAOIs). oxyphenbutazone, phenylbutazone, sulfa antibiotics, 
certain "water pills" (diuretics such as hydrochlorothiazide), or medicine for high blooa pressure or heart conditions (ACE
fenfluramine,_____L_ -_ II_____ l l

inhibitors). Inform vour doctor of any other medical conditions, allergies, pregnancy, or breast-feeding. USE OF THIS 
MEDICINE IS NOT RECOMM ENDED if you have a history of acidosis. Contact your doctor or pharmacist if you have 
any questions or concerns about taking this medicine.

OVERDOSE: If overdose is suspected, contact your local poison control center or emergency room immediately. 
Symptoms of overdose may include lightheadedness, sweating, rapid pulse, tremor, confusion, seizures, and loss of 
consciousness.

31. Information Expires 03/20/2003

SAM'S CLUB 
Pharmacy

(907) 644-0880 
8801 OLD SEWARD HWY 
ANCHORAGE.AK 99415-0000

VIERHUFF.GERT 02/13/2003 REFILL
2900 IRIS 6RIVE ANCHORAGE.AK 99517 
RX: 6607792 Ref # P QTY: 15 DAW: 0 DS: 30 
NDC: 00039-0222-10 AMARYL 2MG TABAVE 
ANSCHUETZ,RICHARD NABP: 0202541

Patient Pay $12.36

SAM’S CLUB (907) 644-0880 
Phai-niafv 8801 OLD SEWARD HWY 
I l id m id iy  ANCHORAGE.AK99515-0000
VIERHUFF.GERT 02/13/2003 REFILL
2900 IRIS DRIVE ANCHORAGE.AK 99517 
RX: 6607792 Ref # P QTY: 15 DAW: 0 DS: 30 
NDC: 00039-0222-10 AMARYL 2MG TABAVE 
ANSCHUETZ.RICHARD NABP: 0202541

Patient Pay $12.36
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j

| ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
)

j ATTENTION: LONGIVITY BONUS LEGISLATION

i MY HUSBAND AND I ARRIVED IN ANCHORAGE, ALASKA DURING THE 
j TERRITORIAL DAYS. WE MOVED TO CHUGIAK AND HELPED BUILD
! THAT AREA FROM NOTHING TO QUITE A METROPOLIS....
<

I WE ALONG WITH ALL THE OTHER SENIORS AND OLDTIME RS NOT ONLY 
j NEED BUT CERTAINLY DESERVE THAT BONUS.

I ALASKANS HAD TO MOVE TO THE LOWER 48 AS SOON AS THEY 
| RETIRED IN ORDER TO SURVIVE.

! THE BONUS FOR DISBURSEMENT WILL BECOME GRADUALLY LESS FOR 
| OBVIOUS REASON, THE OLDTIMERS ARE PASSING AWAY RAPIDLY.
I

j WE URGE YOU TO HELP THE OLD POPULATION TO RETAIN THIS 
i LONGIVITY BONUS, DO NOT CANCEL THIS BENEFIT, P L E A S E .

I SINCERELY, ^

i RICHARD, AGE 81
‘CHRISTA, AGE72 U . f k  - 0

&

i

WOdd W E Z -  I I S 0 0 3 -8 S -E
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TO- Alaska State Legislatoss 

FROM: June. Duncan

SUBJECT: Longevity Bonus Leg is la tion

I am a 38-yeas resident op Alaska and ace.ei.ve a $100-pes-month longevity  
bonus payment. I do not se ly  on th is  stipend pos a compostable liv e lih ood  
and would not suppost the continuation op the psogsam {os myseip. Howeves,
I am adamaivtly opposed to the gcives.nos.'s psoposed abolishing op the psogsam 
Pos mo sa l, humane, and econo tile  seasons:

F lss t, because senloss In  the psogsam constitute a se latlve l.y  small pesjeentage 
op Alaska’s population they ase, these Pose, vulncsable to the bully ing and 
dlscsim inatlon Im p lic it  In the govesnoS.’ s dsae.onian psoposal. Z beli.eve that 
many senlos seclp lents op the bonus would have to leave the sta te  ip  the 
psogsam wese abolished. Thus, th is  psoposal seems immosal.—ln  eppect, a 
bnoken psomlse and an aAAoga.nl powes tactic, without segasd pos the human 
d ign ity  op valuable Alaskan c it izen s.

Second, the bonus seclp lents who depend on the bonus pos th e is  Independence 
and d ign ity  should not Suddenly be Seduced to going, hat. in  hand, to plead 
{os chasity psom weipase psogsams. I have many psoud senlos psiends and 
acquaintances whose contributions to Al.cska oves the yeass pas exceed the 
small longevity stipend. The govesnos.’ s sa.ih, asb ltsasy, ill-eonsidesed  
psoposal undesmines and in su lts  the humanity op some oP ous most valuable, 
cseatlve c it izen s.

Thlsd, the Alaskans secelvlng the bonus have chosen to semaln In  the state. 
Thels sesldence constitutes a s ig n if ic a n t  contJilbution to Alaska’s economy. _ 
They pay taxes; buy pood, clothi.ng, medicine, and sesvlc.es hese. Thels liv in g  
hese and suppostlng the economy should susely be a pactor\ln considesing the 
status and Putuse op th is  psogsam.

F ina lly , I cun a conscientious votes in  th is  sta te  and believe othes senloss 
and the is  Pamilies vote ( the. im plications oP the govesnos’s psoposal may 
pas exceed the concesns op only senlos c it izen s) . Z sh a ll continue to watch 
the actions op ous elected opp ic ia ls and usge the leg ls la tustotooao iitim e  
th e ls  concern and sespect Pos senloS c it izen s.
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CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVICE
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Juneau Ak 99801
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f a c s i m i l e  t r a n s m i t t a l

To: Alaska State Senate Fax: (907) 465-3517

From: Connie Hanser Date: 3/27/2003

Ro: Longevity Bonus Pages: 1 including cover page

CC:

□  Urgent For Review □  Please Comment □  Please Reply □  Please Recycle

• • 6 • * • • •

I understand that the elimination of the Longevity Bonus Program is coming up for 
discussion/vote in the Senate this afternoon. I work with the elder population and I 
must tell you that many elders will be affected most negatively if this measure 
passes! There are too many elders already who fall through the cracks and cannot 
meet eligibility for “other programs,” which seems to be Governor Murkowski’s 
answer. I understand the needs for cuts and I also know there are many people 
receiving the longevity bonus who do not necessarily need it There are many 
income-eligible programs out there. Why can’t this be another one?
I urge you to take a hard look at this and how it will affect the elders, many of whom 
already barely make it from month to month.
Thank you for your moral, ethical and compassionate reflection when voting on 
this measure.



MAR-27-2003 THU 04:38 PM KETCHIKON LIO FOX NO. 2268546 P. 01

A laska  St a t e  L egislature

50 Front St. Suite #203 Phone: 225-9675
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 SSS£fc ] Fax: 225-8546

L egislative I n f o r m a t i o n  O ffice
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the S <,T*
committee name

f 1*7 d a te d  3 / ^ 7 / c ?  3

27 March 2003 

To whom it may concern:

My name is Lorraine Gordon; I reside at Mile 5 on EUgerton Hwy. My Step-Father is 74, 
and retired. My Mother, who is 73, and he are divorced. She lives alone, and boih of 
their incomes are very limited. Due to the cost of living in rural Alaska, (where they 
were bom and raised) and the fact they are health compromised and both rely on heating 
oil for heat (since he can’t cut wood anymore). They have come to rely upon on the 
Longevity Bonus to help pay for the essentials like heating, electricity and water. I also 
have a 100 yr old grandfather who needs it for the same reasons. It would hurt our entire 
family to loose the Longevity Bonus. Please reconsider your plan to cancel this longevity 
bonus, and take the funds from another source, like the Orange bike path being built in 
Anchorage.

Thank you for your time.

Lorraine Gordon

S ig n ed :______________________ U n R M U e  o n
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

  r O i l e -  f  f f u v j y . / t e /
Address

Phone No.

9/86 Li Kj ' j I aTtve  Information OtfiCB
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on H H ______________  dated ■s '~/ 1°

27 March 2003
/

To whom it may concern:

My name is Mae Marshall; I am 76 years old  I reside at Mile 110.5 on the Richardson 
Hwy. 1 live on social security and the longevity bonus, my health is compromised I don’t 
cut wood for heat. I rely on heating oil for heat I am a life long Alaskan. I have come to 
rely upon on the Longevity Bonus to help pay for the things like heating, electricity and 
water. I realize this is probably of no use, because often you have your minds already 
made up before it comes to public hearings, but please don’t stop the longevity bonus. 
You should find another way to make cuts hrthe -state-spending, not make things hard on 
Senior citizens. Stopping the longevity bonus would make my living where I was bom 
and raised in rural Alaska even difficult.

Thank you.

Mae Marshall 
(907) 822-3490

Signed:____________________
Testifier

Representing (Optional) __
i f ?  4 / w t u

Address
<?2Z -

Phone No,

9/86 Legislative information Qfflet
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e ______ ^ "S 'TA :
committee name

committee on ^  ^ 'I  . ______  . dated ^  7 __

March 2003 

To whom it may concern:

My name is Frank Stickwan; I am 100 years old. I am a life long Alaskan. I reside at 
Mile 111 on the Richardson Hwy. I live on a fixed income that is rarely adjusted to cost 
of Jiving where I live in the Copper River region. My health is compromised I don’t cut 
wood for heat. I rely on heating oil for heat. I have come to rely upon on the Longevity 
Bonus to help pay for the things like heating, electricity and water. I think you people 
working for us at the state level should find another way to make cuts in the state 
spending, not make things hard on Senior citizens. Stopping the longevity bonus would 
make my living where I was bom and raised in rural Alaska. difficult.

Thank you.

Frank Stickwan

Signed:_____________________ FflftMK
Testifier

. P.Qfex SIS". G^gty Csrrkj/ 0  
Address
c ________________________________________________________

Phone No.

Representing (Optional)

9/8G Legislative Information Office
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e   ^
committee name

committee on    dated ^  I / ° 3
bill/subject

25 March 2003 

To whom it may concern:

My name is Virgina Pete; I am 73 years old. I reside at Mile 113 on the Richardson 
Hwy. My Father is 100. I and he live on social security and the longevity bonus and 
both of us live alone and are health compromised and we both rely on heating oil for heat 
(since we can’t cut wood anymore). We have come to rely upon on the Longevity Bonus 
to help pay for the essentials like heating, electricity and water. It would hurt my whole 
family to loose the Longevity Bonus. Please don’t stop the longevity bonus.

Thank you.

Virginia Pete

i

Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Address
____________________________ £ 2 2 - 3  __________________________

Phone No.

9/B6 Legislative Information Offico
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L E G IS L A T IV E  A FFA IR S  A G E N C Y  
IN F O R M A T IO N  &  T E LE C O N FE R E N C IN G  

Nome Legislative Inform ation O ffice  
320 East Front Street, P. O. Box 1630 

Nome, A K  99762 
Phone: (907) 443-5555 Fax: (907) 443-2162 

Email: Nome_LIO@1egis.state.ak.us

W R IT T E N  T E S T IM O N Y

Following this page is written testimony submitted by Gary Longiey, Sr. (PO Box 1051, 
Nome, AK  99762), for the Senate State Affairs Committee teleconference hearing, re: 
SB 117, scheduled on Thursday, March 27th.

Please call our office if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Becka Baker,
Information Officer

cc: Representative Richard Foster 
Senator Donny Olson

mailto:Nome_LIO@1egis.state.ak.us
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My name is Gary Longley, Sr. and I just turned 70 years old. I am among the 
oldest o f the group that was not eligible for the longevity bonus so have no axe 
to bear on discontinuance o f this program,

However, ray Mother who turns 92 in July o f2003 and my brother who w ill 
turn 66 in May w ill be adversely affected by losing her longevity bonus. They live in a 
nursing home in Anehorage and only receive social security and disability 
payments along with her longevity bonus. If she should lose the bonus, they may 
not be able to afford living in the nursing home.

It doesn’t take a big brain to realbe that closing out of the longevity bonus program\ 
w ill be done shortly because these old people are dying off. Attrition w ill automatically 
close out the program.

Also please keep in mind that ail recipients are now in their seventies, eighties and 
nineties!! 1 They are used to receiving the bonus and it is too late for them to adjust 
to a major economic change. I can only speak on behalf of some of the Eskimo 
people, but I know that they are a proud people and do not want to be placed on 
welfare if  there is some other alternative.

Governor Murkowski stated that the judiciary eliminated the longevity program for 
Alaska’s Pioneers. What about those Pioneers who still live in Nome, Anchorage and 
the villages including the Eskimo Pioneers who do not live in Pioneer homes? This 
program has not outlived its’ purpose, it w ill have outlived its’ purpose when all 
o f the recipients have gone to the happy hunting ground!!!
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SENATOR STEVENS:

I WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS MY FEELINGS ON 
THE LONGIVITY BONUS BILL #117.

I KNOW IT WILL BE A BIG LOSS TO A MAJORITY 
OF SENIORS,
THE LONGIVITY BONUS IS NOW BEING PHASED 
OUT. WE ARE LOOSING OUR RECEIPIENTS 
VERY QUICKLY. I WAS CONCERENED SQ I 
CHECKED THE OBITUARIES IN THE 
ANCHORAGE PAPER FOR THREE DAYS AND 
FOUND THAT WE HAD LOST TWENTY TWO 
THAT WOULD BE ELIGIBLE . THAT WOULD BE 
$66,000 FOR JUST THE THREE DAY LOSS. IT 
WOULD BE HARD TO FORCAST THE FUTURE 
BUT I FEEL THIS COST WOULD BE ELIMINATED 
IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE.

MOST OF THE SENIORS RECEIVING THIS 
BONUS ARE THE ONES THAT HELPED BUILD 
ALASKA.

I DO APPRECIATE WHAT THE STATE HAS DONE 
FOR MY HUSBAND AND ME. THAT IS WHY WE 
ARE STILL IN ALASKA. WE HAVE BEEN HERE 45 
YEARS.

THANK YOU

£ 8 7 7 *  < $■ &,< / f t /
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Longevity Bonus
I am in opposition to the proposed termination of the L.J.B. Lets be honest, this is a difficult time. Fiscal responsibility is needed, wanted and is necessary. Our governor and law makers are torn between needed budget cuts and the out cry of Alaskans who want their pet programs left alone, so how does one resolve such a dilemma. I suggest that basic,repeat basic human needs and long term costs of the program be priority number one and two in the decision making process.
Please consider these facts and issues.

(1) L.J.B. will stair step it’s way to termination unlike any other current state program.
(2) L.J.B. decreases by approximately five million dollars per year. What other state program automatically decreases annually.
(3) The reccpicants of the L.J.B. program, our treasured older seniors, the youngest being IX years of age.

These seniors have been promised the L.J.B.as a reward, note the word reward for their contribution to the development of our state with the promise of monthly bonuses. Seniors arranged their finances so they could stay in the state they love, and in many cases the home they owned for many years.
For the most part these seniors are in no position to make life style changes such as reentering the work force or even worse seeking welfare benefits.
You ask why is it such a big deal to tell these seniors to ask for and apply for welfare or safety net benefits? Well the answer is

r
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simply their dignity, self-respect, and self-determination which is beyond reproach. These old timers built Alaska for us with hard work dedication and self-sacrifice. Forcing these old timers to seek and find a substitute for the L.J.B would be like telling a person to abandon their strongest and most amiable qualities, that of personal responsibility and self sufficiency.
These enduring qualities are deeply imbedded in most of our seniors; they should be honored for maintaining these positive characteristics through life.
Yes it is true that there are some seniors who do not depend on or need the L.J.B. however they donate generously to community non-profit and our Alaskan economy.
Please do not terminate the L.J.B. program based on the fact that there are some seniors who may not need it, or because you could not identify any other state expenditure or program that could be elimited or reduced in lure of terminating the L.J.B.
Thank You
Patricia A. Fleming 900 Selina Lane WasiFa, Alaska 99654 (907) 376-3452
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Testimony to Senate State Affairs Committee March 26, 2003 
Chairman and Committee Members -- 

My name is Marie Darlin. I am Coordinator of the AARp Capbial City Task 
Force. You have received a le t ter  from the AAT?P state Office regading 
our concern about SB 117, which repeals the Longevity nonus for Seniors.
I wish to add a few additional facts to your deliberations.

The Longevity Bonus is important to many seniors and is phasing i tse lf  
out. The cost has dropped 13 million in the last four years and will 
Continue to decrease even more each year. Research stows that 12,000 
or 2/3 of the 10,000 seniors on the Longevity Bonus are over age 
that, receive the $250. They are our most elderly, sio we know the yearly 
cost will be declining more rapidly each year TF you don't believe me, 
read the obituaries in your local papers. In I.00’) over 1,000 of the 
s ta te 's  seniors were over age B5.

One of the main reasons for the Longevity Bonus was bo keep our seniors 
in Alaska, so they wouldn't have to leave upon retirement. And s ta tis t ics  
show they are staying. The Bonus helps their do that. There are reasons 
you should want them to stay in Alaska.

Governor Murkowski talks a lot about Maska resources and business. The 
Alaska SENIORS APE BOTH. Although they are usually overlooked or ignored 
when either is mentioned. I want to refer you to the December 2001 study 
entitled "Issues Affecting the Economic Wel.l-Ieing of Alaska Seniors" 
prepared by the McDowell Group for the Alaska Commission on Aging, and 
also to the Dept of Labor Treands issue of December 2001.

SENIORS ARE A BASIC INDUSTRY. They bring revenue into the state- i .e .  
retirement pension income, investments and assets, medicare and medical
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payments, veterans benefits, Social Security payments, e tc .--  that came 
to a total of 1 billion, 217 million in 199°. Most of it. was spent here. 
If you apply the multiplier of two to this income, this is a 2.4 billion 
impact on our economy, generating more income than most of the s ta te 's  
leading industries. Thus the 47 million the Povernor saves by elimina­
ting the bonus talces 94 million of the Alaska's economy.

The seniors are a.Lso an important 7EFOIJRCE that gets overlooked most of 
the time. The McDowell report shows 20,000 seniors over age 00 provide 
400,000 hours a month of volunteer time to our comnvnities. This is the 
equivalent of 2400 full time jobs wor th approximately 00  million per year. 
Many non-profit organizations could rot exist without this help. Our 
municipalities also benefit greatly from these volunteer services. Then 
we have the senior caregivers who provide an average of 20 days per month 
of unpaid care to someone. An equivalent or 5'}(X) full time jobs.

In 1999 there were 5,000 Alaska seniors living on less than El,000 per
month, the poverty level, and the horns is important to them. It. provides 
about 10°; of the income for single seniors. The seniors are an important 
part of our communi ti  te s , and cri t ica l  to manyol: our families, and they
hope to spend the rest of their lives here.

These s ta t is t ic s  show how our seniors contribute to our state arid ' ask 
you to consider them in your deliberations. 1 uant to thenk the Commis­
sion on Aging for the McDowell Dtudy, which had been needed for a long 
time. I urge all  legislators to review i t .

Thank you for your time.

M a r i e  D a r l i n

415 W illoughby Ave, Apt. 506 
Juneau, AK 99801

Marie Darlin
Coordinator
Capital City Task Force
Alaska

907-586-3637 voice 
907-463-3580 fax

www .aa rp .o rg

http://www.aarp.org
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Purpose:

BY PAX 
To:

Open Letter to Governor Frank Murkowski
Submission as part oS* public trstimony on 
HB 153.and SB 117—in opposition to 
terminating the Longevity payment program 
and in support of funding the program for 
fiscal 2004
Governor Frank •Senator Ben Stevens, Senate Majority Leader 
Senator Gary Stevens, Chairman

Senate state Affairs Committee—for Committee 
Senator Lyda Green, Co-chair

Senate Finance Committee— for Committee 
Senator Gene Therriault 

President of the Senate 
Senator Johnny Ellis, Senate Minority Leader
Representative Pete Kott 

Speaker of the House 
Representative John Coghill, House Majority Leader 
Representative Bruce Weyhrauch, Chair

House State Affairs Committee—for Committee 
Representative John Harris, Ce-chair

House Finance Committee_~for Committee 
Representative Ethan Berkowitz, House Minority 

Leader
and correspondents including:
Representative Max Gruenberg 
Representative Norman Rokeberg 
J . P. Luby

From: E. m. Casey, 8480 Jewel Lake Rd.,
Anchorage AK 99502 tel .  no. 907 243 8530

Date: March 24, 2003
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Phone: 907-772-3741 Fax: 907-772-3779
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FAX TRANSMISSION

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee
FAX: 907.465.3517
PHONE: 907. 465.4925/ Katrina Matheny
DATE: March 26,2003
RE: SB 117 Testimony
FROM: Ellen Sharpsteen, Petersburg Legislative Information Officer

Hello-
1 page to follow this cover. Public Testimony for SSTA Committee 
consideration.

Thank you,

mailto:petersburg_lio@legis.statc.ak.us
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Pioneers of Alaska, Igloo 26 and Auxiliary 10 
PO Box 715 

Petersburg, Alaska 99833

March 28, 2003

To: Chairman Gary Stevens and Members o f the Senate State Affairs Committee, 
Reference: SB 117

At a regular meeting o f The Pioneers of Alaska Igloo 26 and Auxiliary 10, Petersburg, 
Alaska Wednesday evening March 26,2003 the members voted vigorously and 
unanimously to oppose SB 117 legislation to discontinue the Alaska Longevity Bonus.

Designated Correspondent 
For Igloo 26 and Auxiliary 10

Cc: Honorable Frank Murkowski, Governor o f the State o f Alaska 
District A  Senator Robin Taylor 
District 2 Representative Peggy Wilson

Sincerely,
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^g it and Office of the President
320 West Willoughby Ave., #300 

Juneau, AK  99801

ftd/ajj Tribes ot A)
Phone: (907) 463-7105 or (800) 344-1432

Fax: (907)586-8970

Fax Cover Sheet
TorSenator FAX  #:Group

Company Name: Twenty-Third Alaska State Legislature

Phone #: 463-7105 Date: 03/07/03

Number of Pages: 3______ (Including the cover page) Time:

|~1 For Review □  Please Reply □  Urgent

Comments:

Please see Central Council ofTlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska's 
(Central Council) Resolution 02-31 titled: "Funding for Alaska Longevity Bonus" sponsored by the Anchorage T&H Community Council.
The Central Council represents over 22,000 tribal members worldwide. This 
resolution was passed at our annual convention last year in support of full 
funding of the Alaska Longevity Program for eligible Alaskan's beyond the close date back in 1996.
We would be happy to provide additional information and/or testimony from 
our organization. Please call 463-7105 if you have any questions. Thank you.

From: fctLQ LwK_, f e * - '  Direct Phone #:___________________
E A j u j c j x L ,  C  ■ O ' r t v ^ c r ix ) , ({2/u 5

Information contained in this FAX is confidential and/or privileged, and is intended to be reviewed only by 
the ADDRESSEE listed above. I f  the receiver o f this transmittal page is not the ADDRESSEE listed above, 
you arc advised that any review, dissemination, or copying o f  this FAX or the information contained herein 
is prohibited.

I f  you receive this FAX IN  ERROR, please return this FAX immediately to the OPERATOR listed above.

Thank you!
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CENTRAL COUNCIL
tlinqit ano hat&a mOian tRiBes of alaska
A N D R E W  R H O P E  BUILDING
320 West Willoughby Avenue • Suite 300
Juneau, Alaska 99801-9983

ftidj'an Tribes of AlasV»

Sixty-Seventn Annual General Assembly 
April 17-20, 2002 
Juneau, Alaska

Resolution 02 - 31

Title: F u n d i n g  f o r  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  
Sponsored By: Anchorage T&H Community Council

WHEREAS, many of our Tlingit and Haida members living in the State o f Alaska are 
Elderly and depend on the State of Alaska’s longevity bonus for a substantial portion of their 
annual income; and

WHEREAS, Senate B ill 182 proposes to cut the Longevity Bonus pro rata for Seniors in 
general if  appropriations are insufficient to provide fiill benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature closed the Longevity Bonus program tc new applicants in 
1997, which means that they know how much funding is needed to fully fund the program; and

WHEREAS, Senate B ill 182 is an effort to reduce state expenditures by targeting the 
Elderly, who have no options to replace their lost income.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sixty-Seventh General Assembly of 
Central Council, Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska convened in Juneau, Alaska on April 
17,18,19 and 20,2002, opposes less than full funding o f the Alaska Longevity Program; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that notice of Central Council of Tlingit and Haida 
Indian Tribes o f Alaska’s opposition be presented to the Alaska State Legislature; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Sixty-Seventh General Assembly of Central 
Council, Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska desires a final resolution to oppose less than 
full funding of the Alaska Longevity Program.

907/586-1432 FAX 907/586-8970

Central Counc il
a n d
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Resolution 02-31 Page 2

ADOPTED this 20th day o f April 2002 by the General Assembly o f the Central Council, 
Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes o f Alaska.

CERTIFY

ATTEST

Tribal Secretary
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Dear Senate State Affairs Committee Members:

Re: Alaskans opposed to the elimination
or change in the Longevity Bonus Program

We are enclosing herewith the signatures of 655 Alaskans residing in the

Fairbanks area who oppose any changes to the Longevity Bonus Program.

You will recognize the names of the volunteers who gathered these signatures as

well as the names of the Alaskans who enthusiastically signed their names in

strong opposition to Gov. Murkowski's proposal co eliminate the Longevity Bonus

Program as it has existed for the past 30 years

We hope that you will heed the voices of your constituents and vote NAY to bills 

in both Alaska House and Alaska Senate committees.

Fairbanks, Alaska

March 31, 2003

Sincerely yours,

Ruth Bohms

655 signatures gathered by:

Ruth Bohms 
Karen Wood 
Mary Lou Teel 
Marcella Hill 
Carol Solli

Glenn Hackney 
Irene Peyton

Ed Shellinger 
Lil Shellinger 
Hal LeveyMarian Thomas 

Lois Van Hyning 
Barbara O'Dell

Cliff Brennen 
Bill O'Dell
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Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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fD a K u jJ / / J L f  -X p tU tzJ Z - $ -
\U

< p O W / 7 5 ^ / £ A jd L & & ^ $ £ > f f a  ■fas 9
(\o!d^\AA V) t~U >J2 ... “- m - m o W K « s  aWfM'- i J t

/ !(c~L I (  L-eCts/C. (u  e ^ /c

*7 ■? & a p ijt.Ytv L<-. ^
/ f  k~

"SlA j - Y /  / Pflr i n ic 4-7‘V ( -  8 1 o

.... . ^ c s '£ T  K a n  p . p . 0 , 4 e v  J T 6 l f 3 K . Fo l c ‘T - e ® -  & 3& ~*i

. £L(JA- Ito iMO s t-. P-o • 6ox £T(a (Otp.
VJ*c!<n k°Vi'c ' kaL

ae'io Luanda f-t 
/Jo UlL u f <~\C\ 0 -Wd<&

( / d i l l
«

/ ( ? G o  / / 2 ^ . M / r  • - fkiF-lc-'F s w r - w i0 y



T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

Wo ask vou NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  the  L o n g e v ity  B onus P rogram  in  any w av.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being n̂d the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask vou  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r change the  p ro v is io n s  o f  the  L o n ge v ity  B o n u s  P rog ram  in a n y  w av.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. S >  -

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip | Phone E-Mail
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W e ask vou NOT to  e lim ina te  o r change  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n us  P rogram  in a n y  w av.

T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e  M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy-liyes.
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e ask vo u  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change the  p ro v is io n s  o f  the  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P rogram  in any w av.
*

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. z—n

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (pr i n t) Name (signature) Physical A ddress ( M ailing A ddress C ity  &  Zip Phone E -M a il
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e ask vou NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change the  p ro v is io n s  o f  the  Lon ge v ity  B o n u s  P rogram  in a ny  wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

(ZjThe retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

N a m e  (print) N a m e  (signature) Physical A ddress M ailing A ddress C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e ask vou  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P rog ram  in a n y  w av.
• •

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of.Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

■ • . ( y  ,
The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Frogram intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (pri nt) Name (signature) Physical A ddress , M ailing A ddress C i t y  & Z ip Phone E -M a il
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W e a sk  vou  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P rogram  in a ny  w av.

T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  i n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e  M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

Name (pri nt) M ailing A ddressName (signature) E -M a il
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Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.



T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

We a sk  vo u  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  the  L on g e v ity  B o n u s  P rogram  in any w av.
•t

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. <3> .
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (pr i n t) Name (signature) Physical A ddress , M ailing A ddress C ity  &  Zip Phone E -M a il
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of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
t9seeartjf7&S.£B&ny$f Alasfea’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

The JeSs&neot income Ctf seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. ©
hi addition to 1te Impact CTthelr Income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
ofidoUassper year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
digriftyaad independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

We ask vou  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  the  L on g e v ity  B o n us  P rog ram  in any  w av.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. (Jj)

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

N a m e  (pr i n t) N a m e  (signature) Physical A ddress ( M ailing A ddress C i t y  &  Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

N a m e  (p r i n t) N a m e  (signature) Physical A ddress M ailing A ddress C i t y  &  Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l

> 0^ R d .

W e ask vo u  NOT to  e lim in a te  o r  change  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  the  L on g e v ity  B o n u s  P rogram  in any w av.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. (J3^

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

M ailing A ddress C i t y  & Z ip P h o n e E - M a i lN a m e  (p r i n t)
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W e ask vou  NOT to  e lim in a te  o r change  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  the  L o n g e v ity  B o n us  P rogram  in a ny  w av.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging irvage from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. ©
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.



T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e a sk  vou  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  L on g e v ity  B onus P rogram  in a ny  w av.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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W e ask vou  NOT to  e lim in a te  o r  change  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P rogram  in a ny  w av.

T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  i n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e  M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

( j S J
The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

M ail ing A ddressN a m e  (pr i n t) P h o n eN a m e  (signatu re) E - M a i l

h  n K )

W e ask vo u  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r change  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P rogram  in a ny  w av.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. &
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.



T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

We ask vou  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P rogram  in any w av.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

M ailing A ddress P h o n eN a m e  (p ri nt) E - M a i lN a m e  (signature)
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

M ailing A ddress P h o n e E - M a i lN a m e  (pr i n t) N a m e  (signature)
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W e ask vo u  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P rog ram  in any w av.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. ( j j j

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.



T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e ask vou  NOT to  e lim ina te  o r  change  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P rog ram  in a n y  w av.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. ( J j ^

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

N a m e  (pri nt) N a m e  (signature) Physical A ddress M ailing A ddress C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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W e  a s k  v o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  m o n t h l y  c h e c k s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  s e n i o r s  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e  f r o m  100 y e a r s  d o w n  t o  
t h e  e a r l y  7 0 s .  M a n y  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  s e n i o r s  l i v e  p r e c a r i o u s l y  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  s o l v e n c y  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  i n c o m e s  t o  p a y  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
d r u g s ,  r e n t  a n d  f o o d .

T h e  r e t i r e m e n t  i n c o m e  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  p a y m e n t s  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ’s  e c o n o m y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  i n c o m e ,  s e n i o r s  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w o r t h  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  o e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  u r g e  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n t a c t  A S  I T  I S . t o  e n s u r e  
d i g n i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  w i s d o m ,  t o  i n s p i r e  A l a s k a ’s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t o  
l e a d  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y  l i v e s .

TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s ig nat ure  ) P h y s i c a l  Ad dress Ma i l i n g  Address C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

W e  a s k  v o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  m o n t h l y  c h e c k s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e  f r o m  100 y e a r s  d o w n  t o  
t h e  e a r l y  7 0 s .  M a n y  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  s e n i o r s  l i v e  p r e c a r i o u s l y  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  s o l v e n c y  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  i n c o m e s  t o  p a y  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
d r u g s ,  r e n t  a n d  f o o d .

T h e  r e t i r e m e n t  i n c o m e  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  p a y m e n t s  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  e c o n o m y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  i n c o m e ,  s e n i o r s  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w o r t h  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  u r g e  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n t a c t  A S  I T  I S . t o  e n s u r e  
d i g n i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o r t i n u e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  w i s d o m ,  t o  i n s p i r e  A l a s k a ’s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t o  
l e a d  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y  l i v e s .

N a m e  (print) N a m e  (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

W e  a s k  v o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  m o n t h l y  c h e c k s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e  f r o m  100 y e a r s  d o w n  t o  
t h e  e a r l y  7 0 s .  M a n y  o f  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s  l i v e  p r e c a r i o u s l y  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  s o l v e n c y  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  i n c o m e s  t o  p a y  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
d r u g s ,  r e n t  a n d  f o o d .

T h e  r e t i r e m e n t  i n c o m e  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  p a y m e n t s  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ’s  e c o n o m y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  i n c o m e ,  s e n i o r s  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w o r t h  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  u r g e  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n t a c t  A S  I T  I S . t o  e n s u r e  
d i g n i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  w i s d o m ,  t o  i n s p i r e  A l a s k a ’s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t o  
l e a d  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y  l i v e s .

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s i g n a^ e ) ^ P h y s i c a l  Address Ma i l i n g  Address C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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TO: Our Fairbanks interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

W e  a s k  v o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  m o n t h l y  c h e c k s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  s e n i o r s  r a n g i n g  i m a g e  f r o m  100 y e a r s  d o w n  t o  
t h e  e a r l y  7 0 s .  M a n y  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  s e n i o r s  l i v e  p r e c a r i o u s l y  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  s o l v e n c y  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  i n c o m e s  t o  p a y  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
d r u g s ,  r e n t  a n d  f o o d .

CT h e  r e t i r e m e n t  i n c o m e  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  p a y m e n t s  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ’s  e c o n o m y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  i n c o m e ,  s e n i o r s  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w o r t h  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  u r g e  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n t a c t  A S  I T  I S . t o  e n s u r e  
d i g n i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  w i s d o m ,  t o  i n s p i r e  A l a s k a ’ s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t o  
l e a d  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y  l i v e s .

N ame  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s i g n a t u r e ) P h y s i c a l  Ad dress Ma i l i n g  Address C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

Mailing Address P h o n e E - M a i lN a m e  (print) (signature)

W e  a s k  v o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  m o n t h l y  c h e c k s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  t h e  s u r v i  v a l  o f  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e  f r o m  100 y e a r s  d o w n  t o  
t h e  e a r l y  7 0 s .  M a n y  o f  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s  l i v e  p r e c a r i o u s l y  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  s o l v e n c y  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  i n c o m e s  t o  p a y  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
d r u g s ,  r e n t  a n d  f o o d .

T h e  r e t i r e m e n t  i n c o m e  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  p a y m e n t s  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  e c o n o m y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  i n c o m e ,  s e n i o r s  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w o r t h  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  u r g e  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n t a c t  A S  I T  I S . t o  e n s u r e  
d i g n i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  w i s d o m ,  t o  i n s p i r e  A l a s k a ’s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t o  
l e a d  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y  l i v e s .



W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  m o n t h l y  c h e c k s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e  f r o m  100 y e a r s  d o w n  t o  
t h e  e a r l y  7 0 s .  M a n y  o f  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s  l i v e  p r e c a r i o u s l y  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  s o l v e n c y  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  i n c o m e s  t o  p a y  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
d r u g s ,  r e n t  a n d  f o o d .

T h e  r e t i r e m e n t  i n c o m e  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  p a y m e n t s  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  e c o n o m y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  i n c o m e ,  s e n i o r s  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w o r t h  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  u r g e  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n t a c t  A S  I T  I S , t o  e n s u r e  
d i g n i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  w i s d o m ,  t o  i n s p i r e  A l a s k a ’s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t o  
l e a d  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y  l i v e s .

TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s ig n a t u r e ) P h y s ic a l  Address Ma i l i n g  Address C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

W e  a s k  v o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  m o n t h l y  c h e c k s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  s e n i o r s  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e  f r o m  100 y e a r s  d o w n  t o  
t h e  e a r l y  7 0 s .  M a n y  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  s e n i o r s  l i v e  p r e c a r i o u s l y  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  s o l v e n c y  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  i n c o m e s  t o  p a y  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
d r u g s ,  r e n t  a n d  f o o d .

T h e  r e t i r e m e n t  i n c o m e  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  p a y m e n t s  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ’s  e c o n o m y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  i n c o m e ,  s e n i o r s  a i e  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w o r t h  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  u r g e  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n t a c t  A S  I T  I S . t o  e n s u r e  
d i g n i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  w i s d o m ,  t o  i n s p i r e  A l a s k a ’s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t o  
l e a d  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y  l i v e s .

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address Cit y & Z ip Phone E-M a il
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

W e  a s k  v o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  m o n t h l y  c h e c k s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  s e n i o r s  r a n g i n g  i m a g e  f r o m  100 y e a r s  d o w n  t o  
t h e  e a r l y  7 0 s .  M a n y  o f  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s  l i v e  p r e c a r i o u s l y  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  s o l v e n c y  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  i n c o m e s  t o  p a y  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
d r u g s ,  r e n t  a n d  f o o d .

T h e  r e t i r e m e n t  i n c o m e  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  p a y m e n t s  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  e c o n o m y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  i n c o m e ,  s e n i o r s  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w o r t h  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  u r g e  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n t a c t  A S  I T  I S . t o  e n s u r e  
d i g n i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  w i s d o m ,  t o  i n s p i r e  A l a s k a ’s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t o  
l e a d  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y  l i v e s .

C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

W e  a s k  v o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  m o n t h l y  c h e c k s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e  f r o m  100 y e a r s  d o w n  t o  
t h e  e a r l y  7 0 s .  M a n y  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  s e n i o r s  l i v e  p r e c a r i o u s l y  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  s o l v e n c y  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e i r  s m a l l  i n c o m e s  t o  p a y  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
d r u g s ,  r e n t  a n d  f o o d .

T h e  r e t i r e m e n t  i n c o m e  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  p a y m e n t s  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s t a t e ’s  e c o n o m y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  i n c o m e ,  s e n i o r s  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  w o r t h  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  u r g e  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n t a c t  A S  I T  I S . t o  e n s u r e  
d i g n i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  A l a s k a ’s  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  w i s d o m ,  t o  i n s p i r e  A l a s k a ’s  y o u t h ,  a n d  t o  
l e a d  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  h e a l t h y  l i v e s .
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