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"M ilton","Pagano","P O Box 1393","Kodiak","99615" 
"Eleuterio","Paglakhan","P.O. Box 1612","Kodiak","99615" 
"Lourdes","Pagtakhan","P O Box 1612","Kodiak","99615" 
"Segundo","Paneda","Box 2273","Kodiak","99615" 
"Romana","Paneda","Box 2273","Kodiak","99615"
"Royal","Pelekai"," 1224 Baranof Ave.","Kodiak","99615" 
"Josefina","Peralta","417 Upper Mill Bay Rd.","Kodiak","99615" 
"Tomas","Perez","P O Box 3098","Kodiak","99615"
"Earl","Peterson","P O Box 1104","Kodiak","99615" 
"M ary","Peterson”,"P O Box 5015","Akhiok","99615"
"John","Ponchene","Box 1204","Kodiak","99615”
"Donald","Pontti","P. O. Box 213","Kodiak","99615"
"Merle","Powell"," 1219 Kouskov","Kodiak","99615”
"Josephine","Powell","PO Box 605","Kodiak","99615"
' Peter","Ramaglia","P.O. Box 335","Kodiak","99615"
"Sarah Kerr","Ramaglia","Box 335","Kodiak","99615"
"Lydia","Raymundo","309 Erskine Ave, Apt 318","Kodiak","99615" 
"Betty","Reid","P.O. Box 713","Kodiak","99615"
"Laura","R esoff'/’PO Box 272","Kodiak","99615"
"Audrey","Reynolds","P.O. Box 2134","Kodiak","99615" 
"Dolores","Rivera","309 Erskine Ave Apt 311","Kodiak","99615" 
"Paulino","Robancho"," 1010 W illow St",'"Kodiak",1"99615"
"Helen","Rockstad","PO Box 1743","Kodiak","99615"
"Ellen","Ross","P.O. Box 1661 "."Kodiak","99615"
"W illiam","Ross","Box 1661","Kodiak","99615"
"Grace","Routzahn","1619 Larch Street","Kodiak","99615" 
"Honorata","Sagun","511 Carolyn St","Kodiak","99615"
"June","Sargent","303 Wilson St","Kodiak","99615"
"Neil","Sargent","303 Wilson St","Kodiak","99615"
" Arthur","Schaeffer","Box 2133","Kodiak","99615"
"Lawrence","Shaw","Po Box 5543","Chiniak","99615"
"Ira","Shepherd","P O Box 8787","Kodiak",”99615"
"M artha","ShuravlofF',"P O Box 222","Kodiak",1"99615"
"Etta","Singleton","Po Box 2283"."Kodiak","99615" 
"Haro!d","Skonberg","P O Box 2636","Kodiak","99615"
" Andrew","Skonberg","Box 2083","Kodiak","99615"
"Arthur","Skonberg","Box 8924","Kodiak","99615"
"Daniel","Skonberg","514 Mill Bay Road Box 102","K odiak",’99615" 
"Doris","St George","309 Erskine Apt 307","Kodiak","99615" 
"Lorraine","Steelman","P O Box 2603","Kodiak","99615"
"Larry","Stephens","1515 Larch Street","Kodiak","99615" 
"Gladcnc","Stewart","Box 341","Kodiak","99615" 
"Omar","Stratman","P O Box 2376","Kodiak","99615" 
"Von'V’Straut'V'Box 1607","Kodiak","99615"
"N orm an","Sutliir,"Box 3669","Kodiak","99615"
"Joe","Szert","P O Box 2064","Kodiak","99615"
"Marjorie","Thera","F O Box 4134","Kodiak","99615"
"Domingo","Tornito","P O Box 4490","Kodiak","99615"
"Patsy",1"Travcrsie'V’PO Box 3923","Kodiak","99615" 
"Audrey","Trimble","P O Box 8614","Kodiak","99615"
"Joyce","Turner","Po Box 668","Kodiak","99615"
"Isabel","Valdez","P O Box 2276","Kodiak","99615" 
"Dalmond"."Valley","911 Willow","Kodiak","99615"
"Juanita","Villanueva","P.O. Box 4082","Kodiak","99615"
"Edna","Vinberg","721 Jackson Lane","Kodiak","99615"
"War"."Wallin",'"514 Mill Bay Road Apt #10I","Kodiak","99615"



"Florence","Welch","Box 127","Kodiak","99615"
" Anne","White","1210 W olkoff Lane","Kodiak","99615" 
"Edith","Wiley","P.O. Box 446","Kodiak","99615" 
"Betty","Woitel","1526 Kouskov # 2","Kodiak","99615" 
"Frank","Woitel","1526 Kouskov # 2","Kodiak","99615" 
"George","W olkoff,"Box 2879","Kodiak","99615" 
"William","Wood","P.O. Box 11 1","Kodiak",*"99615" 
"Felisa","Yamat","PO Box 1314","Kodiak","99615"
"Augustin","Yovino","PO Box 612","Kodiak","99615" 
"Senalonf',"Zeedar","711 Mill Bay Rd","Kodaik","99615

99631
"James","Condit","Box 52","Moose Pass","99631" 
"Jackie","Denny","P 0  Box 28","Moose Pass","99631" 
"Kenneth","Follett","Box 69","Moose Pass","99631" 
"Bernadine","Silva","P O Box 47","Moose Pass","99631" 
"Margaret","Woods","P.O. Box 67"."Moose Pass","99631 
"Robert","Woods","P.O. Box 67","Moose Pass","99631"

99663
" Vincent","Bates","PO Box 128","Seldovia",”99663" 
"Patricia","Bates","PO Box 128","Seldovia","99663" 
"Louis","Collier","P. 0 . Box 188","Seldovia","99663" 
"Peter","Elvsaas Sr","P 0  Box 131","Seldovia","99663" 
"Elaine","Giles","P.O. Box 102","Seldovia","99663" 
"John","Int-Hout","P.O. Box 204","Seldovia","99663" 
"Thomas","Jones","PO Box 78","Seldovia","99663" 
"Wa!ter","McInnes","P O Box 55"."Seldovia","99663" 
"Fred’V'Newmeyer'V'PO Box 136","Seldovia","99663" 
"Terry","Reuling","Box 243","Seldovia","99663"
"Keith","Seville","P.O. Box 156","Seldovia","99663" 
"Cleo'V'Svvick'V'P.O. Box 214","Seldovia","99663" 
"Jack","Thomas","Po Box 28","Seldovia","99663" 
"Anna","Walerbury","P 0  Box 188","Seldovia","99663" 
"Lloyd","Wheeler","P.O. Box 83","Seldovia","99663" 
"Marlin","Williamson","P 0  Box 57","Seldovia","99663" 
"Jay","Wilson","P.O. Box 2 0 l","Seldovia","99663" 
"Albert","Wilson","P O Box 198","Seldovia","99663"

99664
"Charlene","Almquist","P O Box 115","Seward","99664" 
"Elizabeth","Ayres","P.O. Box 354","Seward","99664" 
"Frances","Bailey",1"Box 96","Seward",'"99664"
"Maria","Ballock"."P O Box 781","Seward","99664" 
"Linne"',"Bardarson","Box 630","Seward","99664" 
"Faustina","Basalo","P.O. Box 1924","Seward”,"99664" 
"Blanche","Bernier","P O Box 463","Seward","99664" 
"Nancy","Blair","P O Box 515","Seward","99664" 
"Eugene","Blatchford","Box 494","Seward","99664" 
"Mabel","Bl~tchford","P O Box 494","Seward","99664" 
"Percy","Blatchford","P O Box 1424","Seward","99664" 
"Daisy","Blatchford","P O Box 1424","Seward","99664" 
"Virginia","Bradley","P.O. Box 670","Seward","99664" 
"Margaret","Branson","Po Box 271","Seward","99664" 
"Irene","Branson","Box 1071","Seward","99664"



"Lucy","Broughton","Po Box 967","Seward","99664"
"Shirley","Brown","P O Box 1814","Seward","99664"
"Alfred","Cabana","Po Box 957","Seward","99664"
"Irvin","Campbell","Box 454","Seward","99664"
"Betty","Casey","Box 1263","Seward","99664"
"Carol","Chaudiere'Y'P O Box 1509","Seward","99664" 
"Stirrat","Clark","P O Box 1509","Seward","99664" 
"Marguerite","Coppock","P.O. Box 826","Seward","99664" 
"Jean","Cripps","Po Box 1501","Seward","99664"
"Donald","Cripps","P 0  Box 1501","Seward","99664"
"Verla","Cushing","P O Box 265","Seward","99664"
"W illiam","Daniel","Po Box 593","Seward","99664"
"Michael","Demchenko","P O Box 1287","Seward","99664" 
"Earl","Duncan","P.O. Box 654","Seward","99664" 
"W illard'V'Dunham'V'P O Box 27","Seward","99664"
"John","Eads","Box 2015","Seward","99664"
"Robert","Eads","P.O. Box 1254","Seward","99664"
"W illiam","Elge","Box 1296","Seward","99664" 
"Betty","Elge","P O Box 1296","Seward","99664"
"Andy","Endresen”,"P.o. Box 853","Seward","99664"
"Dolores","Ferguson-Bradford","Po Box 2704","Seward","99664" 
"Wallace","Fletcher","P O Box 29","Seward","99664"
"Pauline","Foldager","P 0  Box 2574","Seward","99664" 
"Charles","Fultz","P.O. Box 521","Seward","99664" 
”Clara","Fultz","Box 521 "."Seward","99664"
"Robert","Gannaway","P O Box 1678","Seward","99664" 
"Edith","Gentry","Po Box 837","Seward","99664"
"Edmund","Goresen","P O Box 91","Seward","99664"
"Dolores","Goresen","Po Box 91","Seward","99664"
"Andrew","Grosvold","Po Box 1038","Seward","99664"
"Ethel","Hardy","Box 223","Seward","99664"
"Ralph","Hatch","P.O. Box 452","Seward","99664"
"Anne","Hatch","Box 452","Sewaro","99664" 
"Virginia'V'Hawick'V'Po Box 2655","Seward","99664" 
"Dee","Hayes","Box 1672","Seward","99664" 
"Maxine","Hayes","Po Box 928","Seward","99664"
"Vernon","Heckel","P O Box 1257","Seward","99664" 
"Amy","Hitt","P O Box 455","Seward","99664"
"James","Hollingsworth","P.O. Box 182","Seward","99664" 
"John","Hoogland","P O Box 305","Seward","99664"
"Joanne","Hoogland'V'Box 305","Seward","99664"
"Bernard","Hulm","P.O. Box 1405","Seward",”99664" 
"Ronald","Jackson","28095 Lawing Dr.","Seward","99664" 
"Quentin","Johnson","P.O. Box 1608","Seward","99664"
"Iris”,"Johnson","P O Box 1016","Seward","99664" 
"Jack","Johnson","PO Box 1016","Seward","99664"
"Harriet","Johnson","Po Box 1608","Seward","99664" 
"Orrah","Kielczewski","P O Box 1172","Seward","99664"
"Ruth","Knutson","Box 1056","Seward","99664"
"George","Kontra","P.O. Box 824","Seward","99664" 
"Leo'V'Kunnuk Jr","P O Box 2984","Seward","99664" 
"Winil'red","Leirer","Box 524”,"Seward","99664"
"Duane","Levan","Box 1246","Seward","99664"
"Sanna","Levan","Box 1246","Seward","99664"
"Wilma","Lind","Box 531","Seward","99664"
"Glen","Loomis","P.O. Box 1088","Seward","99664"



"Rose'7'M acSwain'V 'P.o. Box 1106"l"Seward","99664" 
"James","MacSwain","P.O. Box 1106","Seward","99664" 
"Helen","March","P O Box 1331","Seward","99664" 
"Eleanor","McDonald","PO Box 1387","Seward","99664" 
"Robert","McKean","P.o: Box 1489","Seward","99664" 
"Robert","Miller","P O Box 1724","Seward","99664" 
"Doherty","Miller","PO Box 1724","Seward","99664" 
"Kenneth","Moe","P.O. Box 1164","Seward","99664"
"Lois","Munson","P O Box 1397","Seward","99664" 
"Beulah","Murawsky","Box 696","Seward","99664" 
"Carl","Neklason","P 0  Box 653","Seward","99664"
"Helen","Nelson","P O Box 1332","Seward","99664" 
"Charles","Nicolet","P O Box 2409","Seward","99664" 
"Gilbert","Ollestad","PO Box 1521 "."Seward","99664"
" Verlin","OIson","Bor 1858","Seward",'’99664"
"John","Osenga","Box 423","Seward","99664"
"John","Paulsteiner","P.O. Box 549","Seward","99664" 
"Glenn","Pinnick","P O Box 101","Seward","99664"
"Robert","Rappi","P.O. Box 283","Seward","99664" 
"Josephine","Reid","P.O. Box 711","Seward","99664"
"Vane","Reid","P.O. Box 711","Seward","99664"
"Monty","Richardson","Box 623","Seward","99664"
"Florita","Richardson","P 0  Box 623","Seward","99664" 
"Hubert","Rickard","Po Box 541","Seward","99664" 
"Anthony","Rollo","Box 1771","Seward","99664"
"Marshall","Ronne","Box 723","Seward","99664"
"Esther","Ronne","Po Box 723","Seward","99,564" 
"Alex","Rule","PO Box 1166","Seward","99664"
"Helen","Rule","P 0  Box 1166","Seward","99664"
"Nancy","Sadusky","P O Box 534","Seward","99664” 
"John","Sadusky","P O Box 534","Seward","99664"
"Albert”,"Schafer","Po Box 610","Seward","99664"
"Lonnie","Scroggs","P 0  Box 108","Seward","99664" 
"Dorothy","Sczawinski","Po Box 2996","Seward","99664" 
"Barbara","Shea","P O Box 1035","Seward","99664"
"Palmer","Shirk”,"PO Box 3541","Seward","99664"
"Betty","Shirk","PO Box 3541 "."Seward","99664" 
"Lavina","Shrieves","P O Box 1301","Seward","99664" 
"Margaret","Simpson","P O Box 677","Seward","99664" 
"Earl","Skinner","Box 1263","Seward","99664"
"Dewey","Smith","PO Box 876","Seward","99664"
"Juanita","Sorensen","Po Box 1432","Seward","99664" 
"Mildred","Sorenson","P.O. Box 924","Seward","99664" 
"Margaret","Stephens","Po Box 2654","Seward","99664" 
"Corda","Stubb!efield","Po Box 841 "."Seward","99664" 
"Robert","Swartz","Box 172","Seward","99664"
"Karen","Swartz","P O Box 172","Seward","99664”
"Floyd","Tanner","PO Box 1123","Seward","99664"
"Louis”,"Thorn","Po Box 126l","Seward","99664"
"Chester","Thome","P O Box 894","Seward","99664"
"George","Thrall","25925 Primrose Spur Rd","Seward","99664" 
"Helen","Thrall","25925 Primrose Spur Rd","Seward","99664" 
"Caroline","Toloff',"P O Box 995","Seward","99664"
"Frances","Trevethan","Box 1113","Seward","99664"
"Della","Triplett","P.O. Box 1162”,"Seward"."99664" 
"Dorothy","Urbach","P.O. Box 249","Seward","99664"



"Lenetle","Viale","P O Box 764","Sewai J","99664" 
"Oscar","W atsjold","Box 5 10","Seward","99664" 
"Jacob","W elch","P O Box 674","Seward","99664" 
"Elsie","W hitmore","Box 1046","Seward","99664" 
"Patricia","W illiams","Box 395","Seward","99664" 
"Jack","W ilsgard","PO Box 141","Seward","99664" 
"Alda","W ing","P O Box 449","Seward",”99664" 
"Eino","W irta","P.O. Box 1453","Seward","99664" 
"Darwin","Wood","P.O. Box 1207","Seward","99664" 
"James"," W oods","P O Box 1733","Seward","99664" 
"Questa","W oods","P O Box 1733","Seward","99664" 
"Cathryn","Zentmire","P O Box 129","Seward","99664"
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POBox 886 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(907) 543-3541 
Fax- 543-3542

S T A T E  o f A L A I

‘BetHeC Legislative Information. Office

‘W r it te n  ‘T e s tim o n y
m» n  ■ i [■■m— i i i 11 ■ i i ' I

f o r  th e  
R e c o rd .

TCN:

Date:

Subject(s):

Committee: J\£77? F ti ^

Bill Numbers): S ^ Z /  f '

Cryt44/±,

Please enter my testimony into the record.

Testifer’s name (s): Representing (opt.)

Address Phone
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C I T Y  O F  B E T H E L
SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER 

P.O. 80X388 • BETHEL ALASKA 09659-0388 
807-543-3980/3989

March 28, 2003

Alaska State Legislature 
State Affairs -  Administration

RE: Elimination of Alaska's Longevity Bonus Program

I would like to add my voice in opposing the elimination of this particular program 
service to Alaska's senior citizens, In southwestern Alaska, roughly 98% of the 
recipients heavily rely upon this source of monthly Income to pay their living expenses.

This seemingly small amount that the program pays to our Elders has become a major 
source of income to make their ends meet In their lifestyle needs, And for many In this 
part of Alaska, there are astronomical costs for groceries, utilities and other monthly 
expenses as compared with costs In larger Alaskan cities.

I join the rest of Alaska and rural Alaska to voice my opposition to the elimination of the 
program that benefits Alaska's Pioneers -  the rural Alaskans who have lived in their 
Homelands since before statehood.

I would strongly recommend that the program be changed to remove those senior 
citizens who do not rely upon the Longevity Bonus program as a msgor source of income 
-  for example those who are wealthy enough to live on other sources of Income -  and 
that this eligibility verification can take place using whatever acceptable means of proof 
of Income. You employ people who can figure out this aspect

Questions? Please feel free to contact me using above Information.

Sincerely,

(Ms) Bing SantamouA Director 
Eddie Hoffman Ssoipf ce n te r

cc: Boh Herron, City Manager

“Deep Sci Part and Transportation Center of the Kvskokmm”



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P l e a s e  e n t e r  in to  t h e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t im o n y  to  t h e  S e n a t e  s t a t e  A f f a i r s  c o m m i t t e e

c o m m i t t e e  n a m e

committee on -I1B 117 ~ E l i m i n a t e  l i o n g e v i^ Y c ,^  M a r c h  27, 2 0 0 3
bill/subject
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P L E A S E  S E E  T E S T IM O N Y  

A T T A C H E D

S ig n e d :___ Jitn D u r o 5 _
Testifier

M y s e l f  ^

Representing (Optional)
   t>0 Bo:< 0G7 K o d i a k ,  AK 99615

Address —
9 0 7 ~ 4 8 6 ~ 5 .1 5 < 1  

Phone No.
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1 s t r o n g ly  o p p o s e  S e n a te  Bill 117 p r o p o s e d  b y  
o u r  G o v e r n o r  to  im m e d ia te ly  e l im in a te  t h e  
L o n g e v i ty  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  a lr e a d y  b e in g  
p h a s e d  o u t .  X h a v e  n o w  sp en t  5 4  y e a r s  in  
A la s k a  &nd h o p e  th a t  1 w i l l  be  a b le  to s p e n d  
m y  r e m a in in g  d a y s  in th is  b e a u t i fu l  S ta te .  I 
w il l  a lw a y s  be h u m b ly  g r a te fu l  fo r  th o s e  
b e n e f i t s  p ro v id ed  to  ine  as a S e n io r  C i t iz e n  
a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  the L o n g e v i ty  B o n u s  c h e c k s  I 
re c e iv e ,  th a t  h a v e  m a d e  it p o s s ib le  f o r  m e  a n d  
o t h e r  S e n io r s  to s u rv iv e  the c v e r - in c r e a s in g  
h igh  cost  o f  l iv ing  in A lask a .  M o s t  o f  us  w h o  
a r e  a id ed  b y  the  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  w i l l  n o t  
l iv e  m u c h  lo n g e r  w i th  so  m a n y  o f  us n o w  in 
o u r  8 0 s  a n d  90s ,  m a k in g  th e  p r o g r a m  e x t in c t  
in a few  m o r e  y ea r s .  In m y  o p in io n  o u r  S ta te  
w il l  s u f f e r  an  a d v erse  e c o n o m y  i f  a n d  w h e n  
th e  L o n g e v i ty  P r o g r a m  en d s .  I f  w e  e ld e r  
A la s k a n s  a rc  ab le  to re m a in  in A la s k a  w e  
w il l  co  li/tini lie. to g ive  b a ck  v e r y  m u c h  m o r e  
th an  w e  reee ive . . . .an d  this  is the  p r im e  r e a so n  
th a t  th e  o r ig in a l  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  
w a s  c o n c e iv e d .  1 th a n k  y o u  fo r  th is  
o p p o r tu n i ty  to ex p ress  m y  v iew s .

i
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S ubject: [Fw d: keep the  longevity bonus!!]
D ate: Mon, 31 M ar 2003 14:46:27 -0900 

F rom : Gary Stevens <Senator_Gary_Stevens@ Legis.state.ak.us> 
O rgan iza tion : Alaska State Legislature

To: Katrina M atheny <Katrina_M atheny@ legis.state.ak.us>

S ub jec t: keep th e  longevity bonus!!
D ate: Mon, 31 M ar 2003 13:47:36 -0900 

F ro m : "Cherie Tyler" <tyler_cher@ hotinail.com> 
T o: senator_gary_stevens@ legis.state.ak.us

V O TE  N O . DO NOT E L IM IN A T E  TH E  L O N G E V IT Y  B O N U S .

T he A la s k a n  s e n i o r s  h e l p e d  c r e a t e  t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e  a n d  d e s e r v e  o u r  s u p p o r t .  
T he p e o p le  c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  th e  l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s  h a v e  m ade p l a n s  b a s e d  on  
t h e  s t a t e s  p r o m is e  t o  p a y  th em . T he p ro g ra m  w i l l  e v e n t u a l  p h a s e  o u t  w i th o u t  
c a u s in g  h a r d s h i p  t o  o u r  s e n i o r s .

M u rk o w s k i 's  " i t ' s  n o t  f a i r  " r h e t o r i c  i s  r i d i c u l o u s .  I n s t e a d  o f  
im p o v e r i s h in g  t h e  s e n i o r s  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  b o n u s ,  we n e e d  t o  f i n d  o t h e r  w ays t o  
h e l p  t h o s e  t h a t  d o n ' t  q u a l i f y  f o r  i t .  I t  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  c r u e l  t o  t h r e a t e n  
t h e  s e n i o r s .  M urkow sk i i s  t e l l i n g  o u r  p a r e n t s ,  a u n t s ,  u n c l e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  
t h e y  w i l l  b e  h o m e le s s ,  h u n g ry  a n d / o r  f o r c e d  o u t  o f  A la s k a  b y  J u n e  3 0 th  o f  
t h i s  y e a r .  D o n 't  l e t  t h i s  h a p p e n . V o te  No.

C o n c e rn e d  VOTING C i t i z e n

MSN 8 w i th  e - m a i l  v i r u s  p r o t e c t i o n  s e r v i c e :  2 m o n th s  FREE* 
h t t p : / / j o i n .m s n . c o m / ? p a g e = f e a t u r e s / v i r u s

1 of I 3/31/2003 5:06 PM
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E v a  L y n  M . C a s e y  
8 4 8 0  J e w e l  L a k e  R d .  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 2  
9 0 7  2 4 3  8 5 3 0

M a r c h  2 9 ,  2 0 0 3
S e n a t o r  J o h n  C o w d r e y
M e m b e r ,  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
M e m b e r ,  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  S u b c o m m i t t e e

Dear Senator  Cowdrey

r e  G o v e r n o r R e :  B i l l  t o  F r e e z e
E l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  & F u n d  
L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  2 0 0 4

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  i n  m y  l e t t e r  a n d  i t ' s  
a t t a c h m e n t s  e v e n  t h o u g h  I  am  n o t  f r o m  y o u r  d i s t r i c t .

Y o u r  r e m a r k s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  o n  SB  1 1 7  
c a u s e  m e t o  b e l i e v e  y o u  w o u l d  b e  a m o n g  t h o s e  L e g i s l a t o r s  
m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a  b i l l  s u c h  a s  t h a t  
s u g e s t e d  b e l o w  w o u l d  w e  a  h u m a n e  a n d  r a t i o n a l  w a y  t o  
t r e a t  t h e  c r i s i s  t h a t  l o o m s  o v e r  a l l  o f  u s  t r u l y  d e p e n d e n t  
o n  t h e  p a y m e n t s  w e  r e c e i v e —- a n d  g e t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  
R e p u b l i c a n  m a j o r i t y  o f f  t h e  h o t  s e a t  t h e  i s s u e  h a s  
c r e a t e d .

O f  f i r s t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m ' s  p r e s e n t  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  
i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  p u t t i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  t h a t  
b e g i n s  J u l y  i s t y  2 0 0 3 ,  i n  p l a c e .  Y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  a l r e a d y  o n  t h e  u r g e n c y  o f  s e e i n g  t h a t  i s  d o n e .

N e x t ,  i f  t h e  b i l l  m a k e s  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h o s e  r e c i p i e n t s  
w h o ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  a r e  i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u c h  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
o p t  o u t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  w i t h o u y  l o o s i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  t>o r e t u r n  
t o  i t  l a t e r  i f  t h e i r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c h a n g e  a n d  f i n a n c e s  
d e t e r i o r a t e ,  y o u  m i g h t  w e l l  c r e a t e  a  s e l f - a d m i n i s t e r i n g  
a n d  n o n - b u r e a u c r a t i c  f o r m  o f  p r a c t i c a l  " m e a n s  t e s t i n g . "

S u c h  a  b i l l  m i g h t  e v e n  b e  a  v e h i c l e  t o  r e c r e a t e  s o m e  o f  
t h e  b i p a r t i s a n s h i p  s o  n o t i c a b i y  l a c k i n g  s o  f a r  i n  t h i s  
s e s s i o n  w h e r e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  M i n o r i t y  h a v e  n o t  e v e n  b e e n  
i n s i d e  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  
p r e s s  b r i e f i n g s

A s  f o r  " t r a d e - o f f s "  HB 1 1  f r o m  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o k e b e r g  
d o e s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a  v i a b l e  i n c r e m e n t a l  s t e p  f o r w a r d  i n  
e a s i n g  f i s c a l  g a p  d i l e m m a s .

c c :  S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e  M a j o r i t y  
a n d  M i n o r i t y  l e a d e r s ,  R e p .  N o r m a n  
R o k e b e r g ,  C h a i r s  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  
S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d  F i n a n c e ,  a n d  
G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i

V e r y  s i n c e r e l y

P S :  P l e a s e  d e l e t e  o r  d e f e a t  SB  1 1 7  a n d  HB 1 5 8
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PA G E 1 o f  A t o  9

9 ^ 7  * 1 6 ^

U EG EN T M ESSA G ES TO L E G IS L A T O R S

P L E A S E  F IN D  A WAY TO F A S T  TRACK SOME B I L L S  TO A SSU R E  US 

THAT WE W IL L  HAVE THE CH ECK S WE R ELY  UPON COME JU L Y  1 s t .

TH E ATTA CH ED  P A P E R S  O F F E R  SOME OF THE ARGUM ENTS TO COUNTER 

SB  AND HB B I L L S  A G A IB S T  TH E V IT A L  L O N G E V IT Y  PRO G RA M . P L E A S E  

READ AND C O N S ID E R  T H E S E  COUNTER ARGUMENTS AND TH E ID E A  FOR 

A P O S S IB L E  B I L L

THANK YOU TO T H O SE  WHO HAVE R ESPO N D ED  TO E A R L IE R  P A P E R S  

A LSO  MEANT FO R P U B L IC  T E S T IM O N Y . YOU H E L P E D  K E E P H O PF

ALIVE
E .  M . C a s e y



FROM : CASEY 1 FAX NO. : 9 0 7 2 4 0 9 1 9 2 A p r. 01  2 0 0 3  03:33A M  P 2

C O V E R  S H E E T

T i t l e :  S e c o n d  O p e n  L e t t e r  t o  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i
w i t h  A d d e n d a ,  3  p a g e s

P u r p o s e :  S u b m i t t e d  a s  P u b l i c  T e s t i m o n y  f o r
h e a r i n g s  o n  SB  1 1 7  a n d  HB 1 5 8  a n d  
t o  r e c o m m e n d  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  b i l l  
t o  f r e e z e  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  
o f  t h o s e  w h o  e l e c t  t o  o p t  o u t  o f  
t h e  L o n g e v i t y  p r o g r a m  a n d  f u n d  i t  
f o r  f i s c a l  2 0 0 4

F r o m :  E .  M . C a s e y ,  a n  o l d  v o t e r

D a t e :  * .M a r c h  2 8 ,  2 0 0 3

B y  FAX t o :  G o v e r n o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i
S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e  M a j o r i t y  a n d  M i n o r i t y

l e a d e r s ,  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  S p e a k e r  
C h a i r s  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  

a n d  F i n a n c e  c o m m i t t e e s  
a n d  C o r r e s p o n d e n t s

M o t e s :  ( l )  T o  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i ,  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r s
a n d  t h o s e  w h o  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  F a x e s  o f  
t h e  F i r s t  O p e n  L e t t e r  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  
d a t e d  M a r c h  2 4 ,  2 0 0 3 ,  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  
c o r r e c t e d  l e t t e r  ( 4  p a g e s )  i s  a t t a c h e d .

( 2 )  T o  o t h e r  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  o p e n  
l e t t e r ,  t h e  l a s t  l i n e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  
p a r a g r a p h  o n  p a g e  4  s h o u l d  r e a d :

" i n c o m e  e a r n e d  i n  A l a s k a  w h e t h e r  
b y  r e s i d e n t s  o r  n o n - r e s i d e n t s . "

( 3 )  Q u e r y ?  W h a t  w o u l d  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  
L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  p a y m e n t  p r o g r a m  , 
a l w a y s  s t a t e d  i n  1 9 7 0 ' s  d o l l a r s ,  h a v e  
b e e n  a n d  b e  i f  i t  h a d  b e e n  COLA 
p r o t e c t e d  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s ?  B e t t e r  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t h e  p r o g r a m  a t  t h e  b a r g a i n  a n d  
d e c l i n i n g  e x p e n s e  b e f o r e  w e  a s k  f o r  m o r e .
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2 n d  O PEN  L E T T E R  TO

F A X  T O i 9 0 7  4 6 5  3 5 3 2 E .  M . C a s e y
8 4 8 0  J e w e l  L a k e  R d *
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 2

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  
G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
J u n e a u ,  AK

M a r c h  2 8 ,  2 0 0 3

R e :  E q u a l i t y  & F a i r n e s s
A n t i  S B  1 1 7  & HB 1 5 8

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i :

P e o p l e  a r e  c r e a t e d  e q u a l  b u t  t h i s  c e r t a i n l y  i s  n o t  t r u e  a s  
t h e y  r e a c h  r e t i r e m e n t  a g e s  n o r  a s  t h e y  b e c o m e  f r a i l  o r  
l o o s e  s t r e n g t h ,  v i g o r  a n d  h e a l t h .

T h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  y o u  s e e k  t o  p e n a l i z e  b y  r e m o v i n g  t h e i r  
L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  p a y m e n t s  a r e  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  
D e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  a n d  o f  W o r l d  W a r d  I I .  O u r  l i v e s  
a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  d i f f e r  w i l d l y  f r o m  t h o s e  l a t e r  b o r n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  s u c h  a s  y o u r  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  t h o s e  n o w  i n  
t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p l a n n i n g  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  l i v e s ,  t h e  s o -  
c a l l e d  " B a b y  B o o m e r s "  w h o  w e r e  c h i l d r e n  o f  m y g e n e r a t i o n .

A l a s k a n s  b o r n  i n  1 9 2 8  a n d  e a r l i e r  a r e  t h e  o n l y  r e c i p i e n t s  
w h o  r e c e i v e  $ 2 5 0  p e r  m o n t h .  T h e  p h a s e - o u t  l a w  c u t  o f f  
s u p p o r t  f o r  a n y o n e  b o r n  l a t e r  t h a n  1 9 3 2  a n d  t h o s e  b o r n  i n  
t h a t  y e a r  r e c e i v e  o n l y  $ 1 0 0  p e r  m o n t h .

D o y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a b i l i t y  t o  c o p e  w i t h  
d r a s t i c  c h a n g e s  i n d u c e d  b y  l o s s  o f  e v e n  s m a l l  c h a n g e s  i n  
i n c o m e  a n d  w a y  o f  l i f e ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  b e  
a m o n g  f a m i l i a r  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  f r i e n d s ,  f a m i l y  i f  y o u  a r e  
s o  f o r t u n a t e  a s  t o  h a v e  t h e m ,  t h a t  e f f e c t  t h e  o l d e r  f r a i l e r
s e n i o r s .  D o  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  d a m a g i n g  t h e  s t r e s s  i s  t o
u s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  t h o s e  o f  y o u n g e r  s e n i o r s  
t h a t  h a d  s e v e n  y e a r s  t o  t a k e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  m a k i n g  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  r e s i d e n c e  p l a n s  
f o r  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  w o u l d  b e c o m e  6 5 ?

I f  y o u  h a v e  l i s t e n e d  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  o f  s e n i o r s
o f  a l l  a g e s ,  t h e i r  c a r e - g i v e r s ,  a n d  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
d u r i n g  h e a r i n g s  o n  HB 1 5 8 ,  y o u r  e y e s  h a v e  b e e n  o p e n e d  t o  
t h e  e x t e n t  o f  n e e d  a n d  r e l i a n c e  u p o n  t h e s e  p a y m e n t s  a m o n g  
t h e  o l d e r  s e n i o r s

T h e  s o - c a l l e d  " s a f e t y  n e t s " d o  n o t  a d d r e s s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  f o r  
t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  a r e  n o t  w e l f a r e  c a s e s ,  e v e n  i f  o u r  i n c o m e  
e x c e e d s  t h e  a m o u n t s  fin  y o u r  t h r e e - p a g e  h a n d o u t s  d e s c r i b i n g  
w e l f a r e  b y  e v e n  a  d o l l a r  o r  t w o .  F o r  i n s t a n c e  w e  m u s t  g o  
o n  p a y i n g  P a r t  B o f  M e d i c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  o u r s e l v e s ;  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  d o e s  n o t  p a y  i t  f o r  u s .  M a n y  o f  u s  t a k e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  b u y i n g  o u r  o w n  M e d i c a r e  S u p p l e m e n t a l  
I n s u r a n c e  ,  a n y  o f  t h e  f i v e  s t a t u t o r y  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  
m o n t h l y  p r e m i u m s  w h i c h  w e  p a y .  A l a s k a  d o e s  n o t  p a y  t h e m  
f o r  u s

P a g e  1
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P a g e  2 E .  M . C A S E Y
L e t t e r  t o  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i  
M a r c h  2 8 .  2 0 0 3

F a r  f r o m  c a - a a t i n g  e q u a l i t y  o f  h a r d s h i p  b y  e n d i n g  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  
p a y m e n t  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b i l l s  c r e a t e  v e r y  u n e q u a l  a n d  
u n f a i r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  o l d e s t  o f  s e n i o r s .

P l e a s e  r e f e r  t o  - h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  r e t i r e m e n t  r e s o u r c e s  e x p l a i n e d  i n  
m y f i r s t  o p e n  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  d a t e d  M a r c h  2 4 t h .

A u s e f u l  b i l l  w o u l d  b e  o n e  t h a t  m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h o s e  
n o w  e l i g .  \ e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  t o  f r e e z e  e l i g i l i t y  a t  t h e i r  o w n  
e x i s t i n g  l e v e l * b u t  w h o  d o  n o t  a t  p r e s e n t  n e e d  t h i s  f o r m  o f  
s u p p o r t ^ t o  o p t  o u t  w h i l e  t h e i r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  g o o d ,  b u t  
r e t u r n  t o  b e i n g  a c t i v e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  i f  a n d  w h e n  t h e i r  
f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n s  i n c r e a s e  o r  t h e i r  i n c o m e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
d e t e r i o r a t e .

T o  n o w ? t h i s  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  o n e  i n  t e r m s  o f  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e n s e s .  T h e s e  e x p e n s e s  a r e  m a i n l y  
c l e r i c a l .  B e n e f i c i a r i e s  q u a l i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  e a c h  m o n t h  b y  
r e t u r n i n g  a  s m a l l  f o r m  t h a t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t u b  w i t h  e a c h  
m o n t h ' s  c h e c k .  A n y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  m a k i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m  
" n e e d s "  b a s e d  s h o u l d  g i v e  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  a v o i d i n g  
c r e a t i n g  a  n e w  b u r g e o n i n g  b u r e a u c r a c y .

T h e  y o u t h f u l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w h o s e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e j p r c g r a m  
a p p e a l s '  t o  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  b o t t o m  l i n e  d o l l a r  v i e w  a . h a v e  
m a d e  n o  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d o l l a r  v a l u e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  a n d  t o  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  t h e  r e c e i p t  a n d  s p e n d i n g  
l o c a l l y  o f  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  d o l l a r s .

T h i s  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a  w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m  a n d  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  
l u m p e d  w i t h  t h o s e  n e c e s s a r y  b u t  u n r e l a t e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p u t  
i n  p o s i t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  t o  c o m p e t e  w i t h  t h e i r  m e r i t o r i o u s  b u t  
v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  m i s s i o n s  a n d  g o a l s  H n d  g r o w t h ,  n o t  d e c l i n e .

We a r e b e i n g  p h a s e d  o u t  b y  M o t h e r  N a t u r e .  w e  d o n ' t  n e e d  
h e l p  f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  s p e e d  u p  t h e  p r o c e s s .  J u s t  r e f e r  
t o  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h o s e  v e r y  y o u n g  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t o r s  w h o  s p o k e  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o n  t h e  
f a l l i n g  a n n u a l  e x p e n s e  s i n c e  t h e  p h a s e  o u t  l a w  t o o k  e f f c t , '

Very s i n c e r e l y  y o u rs ,

Addenda, Page 3 f o l l o w s
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M a r c h  2 8 ,  2 0 0 3

R e :  I n v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  " O r i g i n a l  P u r p o s e "  a r g u m e n t  a d v a n c e d
i n  s e e k i n g  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p h a s e - o u t  f o r m  o f  t h e  
L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  p r o g r a m .

T h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a m e n d e d  t h e  l a w  n o w  i n  i t ' s  
s e l f - s u n s e t t i n g  p h a s e ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  a m e n d e d  t h e  
i n t e n d e d  a n d  s t a t e d  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  l a w  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  
i t  s u p e r c e d e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a n g u a g e

A t t e m p t i n g  t o  u s e  u n a m e n d e d ,  l a n g u a g e . ,  o f  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s  a c t  
i s  a  s p u r i o u s  a n d  m e n d a c i o u s  d e r o g a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k  e v e r y  
s u b s e q u e n t  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  p u t  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  l a w  a s  i t  n o w  e x i s t s .  I  d o  n o t  
w a n t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  w h o m  s o  m a n y  h a v e  o r  
h a d  g r e a t  h o p e s  o r i g i n a t e d  s u c h  a  v i e w p o i n t  a n d  p o l i c y .

S e n i o r  a n d  e l d e r  A l a s k a n s  a r e  n o t  i n t e r e h a b g e a b l e  b o x e s  
o n  t h e  s h e l v e s  o f  a  t o y  s h o p .  We s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t o s s e d  i n t o  
a  c l e a r a n c e  b i n  j u s t  b e c a u s e  s o m e  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  
t o y s  m i g h t  p o s s i b l y  b r i n g  i n  g r e a t e r  p r o f i t  t o  t h e  s t o r e .

Y o u n g  w h i p p e r s n a p p e r s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  M B A 's  a n d / o r  d e g r e e s  
a s  a c c o u n t a n t s  o r  s t a t i s t i c i a n s  a r e  n o t  e q u i p p e d  t o  m a k e  a b r u p t  
l i f e  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  c h a n g e s  o f  d r a s t i c  i m p a c t  i n  t h e  . - l i v e s  
o f  t h e i r  e l d e r s  a n d  s e n i o r s  a s  i f  f o r  f u n g i b l e  g o o d s .

T h e  v a l u e  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  s t a t e w i d e  o r  l o c a l ,  o f  o u r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  f u t u r e  i s  a l l  t o o  
o b v i o u s l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h o s e  w h o  c o n c e i v e d  
o f  t h e  p o l i c y  e m b o d i e d  i n  t h e  t w o  b a d  b i l l s ,  SB  1 1 7  a n d  
HB 1 5 8 ,  a n d  s o l d  t o  a  G o v e r n o r  i n  s e a r c h  o f  a  m e a n s  o f  
e a s i n g  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  f i s c a l  g a p .

T h i s  a d d e n d a  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  o p e n  l e t t e r  I  h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  
t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  r e s p e c t f u l l  h o p e  t h a t  h e  
w i l l  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  d e l e t e  t h e s e  t o o - h a s t i l y  d r a f t e d  b i l l s  
a n d  s u b s t i t u t e  m o r e  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  h u m a n e  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  b e f o r e  e v e n  m o r e  a n g u i s h  
a n d  s t r e s s  i s  i n f l i c t e d  o n  h i s : e l d e r  c i t i z e n s  t h e i r  c a r e ­
g i v e r s  a n d  f a m i l i e s .

V e r y  s i n c e r e l y

c c :  S e e  c o v e r  s h e e t
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M a r c h  2 4 ,  2 0 0 3
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  
G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

HB 1 5 8  
SB  1 1 7

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i  s

Y o u  p u z z l e  m e .  A r e  y o u  s o  a s t u t e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  m a n e u v e r e d  
t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  B r a n c h  a s  a  w h o l e  i n t o  a  p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  t h e y  
n e e d  t o  f i n d  w a y s  t o  r e d r e s s  t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  
y o u r  b u d g e t a r y  p r o p o s a l s ?  O n e ^ o r  I  h o p e  m o r e , o f  t h e  
b r a v e s t  a m o n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t o r s  i s  a s k e d  m o s t  u r g e n t l y  a n d  
s i n c e r e l y  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a  m e a s u r e  t o  r e s t o r e  f u n d i n g  t o  t h e  
L o n g e v i t y  p a y m e n t  p r o g r a m  f o r  2 0 0 4  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  
t h i s  l a w  t h a t  i s  o f  v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
d e f e a t i n g  t h e  a b o v e  b a d  b i l l s .

O r ,  a r e  y o u  m e r e l y  v e r y  i l l - a d v i s e d  b y  y o u r  n e w l y  a p p o i n t e d  
a n d  c l o s e  a s s c i a t e s  w h o  d i s p l a y  l i t t l e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  
r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e  i n  A l a s k a ?  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  
j u s t  a r e  n o t  f u l l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  s t r e s s ,  d i s t r e s s  a n d  f e a r  
y o u  a r e  c a u s i n g  m a n y  e l d e r l y  t o  e n d u r e .  We c e r t a i n l y  d o  n o t  
" s t e p  u p  t o  t h e  p l a t e "  t o  w o r d l e s s l y  g i v e  u p  o u r  o n e  a n d  o n l y  
" s a f e t y  n e t . "  Y o u  a r e  h a r m i n g  u s  e v e n  b e f o r e  J u n e  3 0 t h  D d a y .

T h e  o n l y  " c l a s s  c l a s h "  a m o n g  u s  i s  t h e  d i v i d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  
w e l l - p a i d  o r  p e n s i o n e d  e m p l o y e e s  o f  b i g  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s .  We m a y  h a v e  f a r  l e s s  t o  
l i v e  o n  b u t  o u r  v o t e s  c o u n t  j u s t  a s  h e a v i l y ,  o l d  o r  n o t .

Y o u  m a y  n o t  r e a l i z e ,  s u r e l y  ' y o u r  y o u n g e r  n u m b e r  c r u n c h e r s  
d <> n o t ,  t h a t  t h o s e  n o w  i n  t h e i r  7 0 ' s ,  8 0 * s ,  9 0 ' s  a n d  m o r e  
s p e n t  m o s t  o f  o u r  w o r k i n g  l i v e s  i n  y e a r s  w h e n  t h e  d o l l a r  a m o u n t  
t a x e d  i n t o  t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  s y s t e m  w a s  m u c h  l o w e r t h a n t h a t  
a c c u m u l a t e d  b y  l a t e r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  n o w  6 5  t o ' 7 0 ;  
N o t  o n l y  w e r e  t h o s e  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  u s  e a r n i n g  h i g h e r  s a l a r i e s  
t h e i r  F IC A  t a x e s  w e r e  m u c h  h i g h e r .  T h e y  c a n  o r  d o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  
t o  h i g h e r  m o n t h l y  b e n e f i t s  t h a n  w e  w i l l ,  e v e r  r e c e i v e .  I  w o r k e d  
f o r  5 0  y e a r s  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h a t  w a s  w a s  u n d e r  t h e  y e a r s  o f  l o w  
w a g e s  a n d  l o w  F I C A  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  My m o n t h l y  i n c o m e  c o u l d  
n e v e r  m a t c h  t h a t  o f  s o m e o n e  e v e n  j u s t  1 0  y e a r s  y o u n g e r .

H o w e v e r ,  i n  A l a s k a  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  s e n i o r s  a n d  e l d e r s  w h o  
w o r k e d  h a r d  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  n o  o p p o r t i n i t y  
t o  a c c u m u l a t e  q u a r t e r s  o f  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  c o v e r a g e  n o r  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  a  m i l l i o n  o r  t w o ,  m u c h  l e s s  n e s t  
e g g s  s u f f u c u e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m  i n  a  w o r l d  o f  c o n s t a n t l y
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r i s i n g  p r i c e s  i n  a  s t a t e  w h e r e  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
t h e  c o s t  o f  n e c e s s i t i e s  l i k e  f o o d  a n d  f u e l  e x i s t .  C h e c k  y o u r  
o w n  s t a t i s t i c  g a t h e r i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  a  
g a l l o n  o f  m i l k  a n d  a  g a l l o n  o f  f u e l ,  o r  a  c a r t l o a d  o f  g r o c e r i e s  
b e t w e e n  R a i l b e l t  c i t i e s  w i t h  J u n e a u  a n d  t o w n s  a n d  v i l l a g e s  i n  
o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  A l a s k a .  ( P a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  a  s t a t e - w i d e  
s a l e s  t a x  d o e s  n o t  f i t  i n  a  s t a t e  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  c o m m u n i t i e s  
w i t h  n o  p r o p e r t y  t a x  b a s e  a n d  w h i c h  r e l y  o n  a  l o c a l  s a l e s  t a x  
t o  f u n d  e s s e n t i a l  l o c a l  s e r v i c e s . )

T h e r e  m a y  b e  a  f e w  s e n i o r s  w h o  f i l l  o u t  t h e  f o r m  a n d  m a i l  i t  
b a c k  t o  J u n e a u  e a c h  m o n t h  a t t e s t i n g  t o  e l i g i b i t y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
m o n t h ’ s  c h e c k  w h o  d o  n o t  n e e d  i t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s .  I  
s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h o s e  a b l e  t o  t r a v e l  f r e e l y ,  t h o s e  f o r  w hom  m o n e y  
i s  n o t  a  c o n s t a n t  p r o b l e m ,  a l r e a d y  h a v e  o p t e d  n u t  o f  t h e  
p r o g r a m  e v e n  t h o u g h  o u t - o f - s t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  e a s e d  a  y e a r  
o r  t w o  a g o ,

I  h o p e  y o u  d o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i s  a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  i s  f a r  m o r e  
e f f i c i e n t  a n d  i n e x p e n s i v e  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o s t s  t h a n  m o s t  
g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d e d  p r o g r a m s .  I t s  e x p e n s e s  a r e  l a r g e l y  c l e r i c a l .
T h e  m o n e y  g o e s  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  n e e d  i t  a n d  i t  i s  
s p e n t  l o c a l l y . '  L o c a l  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  g r o c e r s  w o u l d  m i s s  o u r  
c h e c k s  w h e n  w e  a r e  l e f t  w i t h o u t  t h e  m o n e y  t o  s p e n d  f o r  f o o d  
t o  k e e p  u p  t h e  n u t r i t i o n  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e a l - t n .

O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  m a n y  w h o  s p e n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  m o n t h l y  
c h e c k  d e f r a y i n g  s u c h  f r i l l s  a s  p a y i n g  f o r  P a r t  B o f  M e d i c a r e  
a n d  M e d i c a r e  S u p p l e m e n t a l  I n s u r a n c e .  I f  w e  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  m a n a g e  
t o  p a y  o u r  w a y  a n d  h a v e  t o  s e e k  c h a r i t a b l e  h e l p  f r o m  t h e  
M e d i c a i d  p r o g r a m ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e n d u r i n g  p e r s o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a n d  t r y i n g  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e  
i f  w e  c a n  s t i l l  o b t a i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  p h y s i c a n s  w h o  n o  l o n g e r  
w e l c o m e  M e d i c a r e - M e d i g a p p a t i e n t s  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  
s c h e d u l e s  f r o m  M e d i c a r e  w e r e  c u t  d r a s t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  f o r m e r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( t h e  s a m e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w h o  d u m p e d  m i l i t a r y  
v e t e r a n s  i n t o  M e d i c a r e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  p a r t  o f  c r e a t i n g  a  
s u r p l u s ! )  t h e n  w e  c a n  w a i t  m o n t h s  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  M e d i c a i d  w i l l  
a c c e p t  u s — i s  t h a t  y o u r  i d e a  o f  a  " s a f e t y  n e t ? "

I am f o r c i b l y . ;  reminded o f  the  words o f  the  unregenerate  
Ebenezer Scrooge  who sa id  when asked t o  h e lp  . * 7  at  Christmas 
and r e f u s i n g ,  "r then l e t  them d i e  and d e c r e a s e  the  surp lu s  
p o p u l a t i o n . "  Are we not  dy ing  o f f  f a s t  enough?  ‘ * * '

I  b e l i e v e  a l l  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  s t a t e d  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h i s  
l e t t e r  w e r e  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  d e a l  s t r u c k  b e t w e e n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
a n d  t h e  s e n i o r  A l a s k a n s  w h e n  t h e  p h a s e - o u t  l a w  a n d  p r o m i s e s  
w e r e  m a d e .  T h a t  l a w  g a v e  t i m e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  w o u l d  b e
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e f f e c t e d  p r o t e c t i o n  i f  t h e y  w e r e  r e l y i n g  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  
t i m e  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  p h a s e - o u t  i f  t h e y  w e r e  n e a r  r e t i r e m e n t . .  
T h i s  p r o p o s e d  a b r u p t ,  h a r s h  a n d  u n r e a s o n a b l e  e n d i n g  o f  t h e  
p r e m i s e d  s u p p o r t  d o e s  n o n e  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  M o s t  o f  u s  c a n  
n o  l o n g e r  j u s t  g o  o u t  a n d  g e t  a n o t h e r  j o b  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  l o s s  
o f  t h e  f u n d s  t h a t  e n a b l e  u s  t o  m a i n t a i n  o u r s e l v e s .

T o  m a n y  v o t e r s , t a l k  o f  r e d u c i n g  t h e  s i z e ,  e x p e n s e  a n d  w a s t e  
o f  g o v e r n m e n t  m e a n t  c u t t i n g  t h e  n u m b e r ,  s i z e ,  d u p l i c a t i o n ,  
a n d  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  o f f i c e s ,  b u r e a u s ,  a n d  d e p a r t m e n t s  w h i c h  
m a k e  t h i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e g u l a t e d  s t a t e s  a n d  c o m p l i c a t e  
o u r  l i v e s .  N ow  w e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  i n s t e a d  e v e r y  e x p e n d i t u r e  
o n  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  a c t u a l  " s t a t e , "  w i l l  b e  f u n d e d  i f  i t  i s  o f  
d o l l a r  v a l u e  b o t t o m  l i n e  t o  t h e  s t a t e — m e a n i n g  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  
o f  g o v e r n m e n t i  H ow  m a n y  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  
e l i m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h  a n d  i t ' s  t e n t a c l e s ?

I n  p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s  t h e  o w n e r  c a n  g o v e r n  b y  e d i c t  s o l e l y  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o t e c t i n g  h i s  m o n e t a r y  i n t e r e s t  i f  h e  s o  c h o o s e s .  
I n  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o c u s i n g  s o l e l y  o n  a  d o l l a r  
v a l u e  b o t t o m  l i n e  i s  a t  t h e  l e a s t  i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  G o v e r n m e n t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  R e p u b l i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e x i s t s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
t h e  s t a t e .  C o n t e n d i n g  o t h e r w i s e  i s  a  f a l s e  p r e m i s e .

S u d d e n l y  p r o d u c i n g  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t a r y  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  c h a n g e s  o f  
p o l i c y  a s  s u r p r i s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o n e  l i k e  t h i s  w h i c h  c a n  o n l y  
h a v e  a  m a j o r  d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  
a n d  m o s t  i n f i r m  c i t i z e n s  i s  a k i n  t o  t h e  g a m e  o f  u p r o a r  
p l a y e d  b y  c h i l d r e n  i n  c l a s s r o o m s  t o  d i s t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  
s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e ,  o r  m o r e  l i k e l y  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  
i n t e n d  t o  d o .

H a v e  y o u  c o n s i d e r e d  f o l d i n g  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
B u d g e t  i n t o  a  d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  s o m e  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  d u t y  t o  
y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s , .  i t  m i g h t  h e l p  y o u  p u t  a  h u m a n  f a c e  o n  
f u t u r e  p r o p o s a J l & .  D r .  f o l d  b o t h  b u r e a u s  i n t o  o n e  m o r e  h u m a n e  
t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t  m e r c h a n d i s e  m i n d e d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
T h e  p r e s e n t  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l s  a r e  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  m a n y  
u n i n t e n d e d ,  c o n s e q u e n c e s — t o  g i v e  y o u  a  g e n e r o u s  b e n e f i t  
o f  t h e  d o u b t .  •

There are  o th e r  means o f  p r e v e n t in g  p a s s in g  a lon g  t o  l a t e r  
g e n e r a t i o n s  a f i s c a l  problem 20 yea rs  or  more in  the  making.

A n y  f l a t  t a x  ( u s e r ' s  f e e )  w o u l d  b e  i n h e r e n t l y  i n e q u i t a b l e  i n  
A l a s k a  w h a t e v e r  i t  i s  c a l l e d .  O f  c o u r s e  w e  s h o u l d  a l l  p a y  
a  u s e r ' s  f e e  f o r  b e n e f i t t i . n g  f r o m  s t a t e  p r o v i d e d  s e r v i c e s  
b u t  t h a t  u s e r ' s  f e e  m u s t  b e  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  
a b i l i t y  t o  p a y .  A f t e r  a l l  w e  r e p o r t  i n c o m e  s u c h  a s
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th e  d iv id e n d s  we re c e iv e  fro m  th e  P erm anent Fund as w e l l 
as th e  L o n g e v ity  paym ents on fo rm  1040 as p a r t  o f ^ th e  p ro c e s s 
o f  d e te rm in in g  th e  amount o f  fe d e r a l  u s e rs  l i a b i l i t y  we may 
owe th e  fe d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t. T here  i s  no r a t i o n a l 
re a s o n  n o t  to  b e g in  g a th e r in g  d a ta  and c o n s id e r in g  d u r in g  
f i s c a l  2004 w ha t a s ta te  s e rv ic e s  u s e rs  fe e  based on a 
s m a ll p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  fe d e r a l  fe e  s h o u ld  b e .

No one means o f  r a i s in g  new re ve n u e  can  i n s t a n t l y  c u re  20
y e a rs  o r  more o f  f i s c a l  gap c r e a t io n .  B e fo re  P rudhoe  Bay began 
t o  p ro v id e  i t ' s  la r g e s s e ,  s ta te  c i t i z e n s  s u p p o rte d  s ta te  
s e r v ic e s  b y  p a y in g  a p ro g r e s s iv e  ta x  w h ic h  to o k  a c c o u n t o f 
a b i l i t y  t o  p a y . Such a u s e r 's  fe e  w o u ld  p ro v id e  a l l  th e 
t r a d i t i o n a l  e xe m p tio n s  and d e d u c tio n s  t h a t  a p p ly  to  th e 
f e d e r a l  t a x  on p e rs o n a l incom e , a ta x  o r  u s e r 's  fe e  on a l l
incom e e arned  in  A la ska  w h e th e r b y  r e s id e n ts  o r  n o n - r e s id e n ts .

F o r 2004 , a f t e r  a d ju s tu n g  v a r io u s  fe e s  a b ta ch e d  to  
b u s in e s s e s  t o  make them r e le v a n t  to  th e  s iz e  and economy 
o f  th e  b u s in e s s e s , a b e t t e r  re a so n e d  d e c is io n  a b o u t th e 
am ount o f  th e  CBR draw  f o r  2004 i s  needed in  o rd e r  t o  buy 
t im e  f o r  you and th e  L e g is la tu r e  t o  w o rk  to g e th e r  in  a 
c o o p e ra t iv e  and b ip a r t is a n  way to  b e g in  g iv in g  some s t a b i l i t y  
t o  th e  f in a n c e s  o f  th e  s ta te  b e g in n in g  i n  f i s c a l  2 0 0 5 .

W h ile  we w a i t  t o  see i f  th e r e  i s  any new s o u rc e  o f  re ve n u e 
i n  o i l  and g a s , gove rn m e n t does have le s s  d ra c o n ia n  means 
o f  a l l e v i a t i n g  p ro b le m s  o f  th e  O p e ra t in g  B udget th a n 
d is c a r d in g  i t ' s  o ld e s t  and m ost i n f i r m ,  and g e n e r a l ly  m ost 
in  need o f  p ro m is e s  k e p t ,  as i f  t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n s  ..to 
s o c ie t y  a re  w o r th le s s .  T h e ir  k n o w le d g e , w isdom , and s i c i l l s  
s u p p ly  many o f  th e  v o lu n te e r  s e r v ic e s  w h ic h  h e lp  t o  keep 
th e  f a b r i c  o f  o u r  economy and s o c i a l . s e r v ic e s  f u n c t io n in g .

W i l l  you  w o rk  w i th  th e  co m m itte e s  and members o f  th e 
L e g is la t i v e  B ra n c h , th e  s o u rc e  o f  a p p ro v a l f o r  b o th  a p p ro — 
p t ia t i o n s  and e x p e n d itu r e s ,  t o  c r a f t  a w o rk a b le  o p e ra t in g  
b u d g e t,  in c lu d in g  fu n d in g  2004 f o r  th e  L o n g e v ity  paym ents 
w h ile  you and th e  L e g is la t o r s  s u rv e y  to  f i n d  o u t why t h i s  
m ost e f f i c i e n t l y  ru n  fo rm  o f  a s s is ta n c e  i s  im p o r ta n t?

P le a se  e xcuse  me f o r  t h i s  fo rm  o f  s u b m it t in g  p u b l ic  te s t im o n y 
t o  h e a r in g s  on th e  a fo r e s a id  tw o  b i l l s .  I  am to o  i n f i r m  and 
im m o b ile  t o  t r a v e l  t o  a L e g is la t iv e  O f f ic e  f o r  te le c o n fe re n c e s 
much le s s  go to  Ju n e a u . I  c a n n o t a f f o r d  th e  means to  use 
E -m a il n o r  to n e r  c a r t r id g e s  f o r  h a rd  c o p ie s .  My a r t h r i t i c  
hands and a r c h a ic  t y p e w r i t e r  and a b o t t l e  o f  W h ite -O u t a re 
my means o f  co m m u n ica tio n  by an o ld  FAX m a ch in e — as lo n g  as 
I  can pay th e  phone b i l l .

V e ry  s in c e r e ly  y o u rs ,

c c ; See c o v e r shee t
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SENATOR STEVENS:

I WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS MY FEELINGS ON 
THE LONGIVITY BONUS BILL #117.

I KNOW IT WILL BE A BIG LOSS TO A MAJORITY 
OF SENIORS.
THE LONGIVITY BONUS IS NOW BEING PHASED 
OUT. WE ARE LOOSING OUR RECEIPIENTS 
VERY QUICKLY. I WAS CONCERENED SO I 
CHECKED THE OBITUARIES IN THE 
ANCHORAGE PAPER FOR THREE DAYS AND 
FOUND THAT WE HAD LOST TWENTY TWO 
THAT WOULD BE ELIGIBLE . THAT WOULD BE 
$66,000 FOR JUST THE THREE DAY LOSS. IT 
WOULD BE HARD TO FORCAST THE FUTURE 
BUT I FEEL THIS COST WOULD BE ELIMINATED 
IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE.

MOST OF THE SENIORS RECEIVING THIS 
BONUS ARE THE ONES THAT HELPED BUILD 
ALASKA.

I DO APPRECIATE WHAT THE STATE HAS DONE 
FOR MY HUSBAND AND ME. THAT IS WHY WE 
ARE STILL IN ALASKA. WE HAVE BEEN HERE 45 
YEARS.

THANK YOU

£ 8 7 7 - 5 '  <$■ &,</



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the --dLa-h x
s&/!7 committee name "f

(^ -n x fY L Y  i d a ted   3 /^  7 ~ /  0 3 ______________ .

jbject

M t r ^ '  w  ^

'  . ■ ,  j
/ ^ £  / /  7 '

^ A - £ J L / £ l x A  
rf'^ L  ^ p S c ^  Z iu L + J U J U  J is A w * -  / L ^ u U y ., d t d
(L-fXCA-dZc- e U d . y fc 'fd -d  .X d txu  y k y L & A - *  -'j
A  U>$ s u d o t b  A u J s ^ C ^ r -  J y ^ c ^ U  .

o h u t U * * . 5 .5 -0  a ^ U . - A f f t * -  Z *
A>Y<l /c^YV!,' . ^ o i/ -n -A £_ /-td fc - 0 -rf < 2Y -^ idd *-dL

sm
 --------- y â-t''-
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'^tXjLs 'f'CSU-<LC^dA^  /OVo^U^ £jx~vO_ C U la js jb ĵ ^- ------  /  v  ^  o  ' v V  i  ̂  w  i - '  * ^  i  v  '  * — “ y - u ------------

"t^ o iT &  jX tM -z^S
TXasP ~xXXts~̂ ~Xz_ ̂  TX iaA CC^- CX-t.-̂ w-' ̂  7 W ^

^ p -  < 2 ^ v  4 f X « A  . K-vijp 5

(-CA [Xo-oA-'~~Ccs>

S ig n e d :  foXy/ll, A  ̂ aaIXTlX,
T e s t i f ie r

Representing (O p tion a l)

i f W ' P "
P h o n e  N o ,  ^  y  7 ^ -

ansa m m



P le a s e  e n t e r  in to  th e  r e c o r d  m y  te s t im o n y  to  th e  L-^Osyi oZX~X - JU tX X ^  C^UL/ij .A.alZ 
q  c o m m it te e  n a m e  v V

c o m m it te e  o n  B  ( i ' J  . d a t e d __ x / a r r / e s ______________ .

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

b i l l / s u b je c t

^  cA **s>

U L u  a j /

A u t ^ f h A o  ^

c i
i J z i j L J .  (L̂ '
S L skJ J  {J J ^ s -  U r^ -A J L

- X ^  

a. < L*^-JI ■. < v .

x b t s m . L  / £ • /  /  /  < lJ ^ U u ^ u  j X -  ,

„  } ' d A X i x  s r n s ^  .^ d X L u ^

X * J d J  i Z  ih T u U X
(L ^ y ru ^ -^ i . / e A e ,  , ' / J u u fr

rf3 /u 2 . t f J U U ^  ^

o f,a ^ -7  &isK.
A *  . 4 1 6 * ^ j * z  ^

d J l y f / y ^  A ^ M ->

S ig n e d :  XL
T e s tify

# c- g y n a n !  a
A d d r e s s  _ " ^

^  7- £ £ £ T : ^-9/^ ,
P h o n e  N o .



g l | y  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P le a s e  e n t e r  i n to  th e  r e c o r d  m y  te s t im o n y  to  S~h<J-xL / C \
-s c o m m it te e  n a m e

c o m m it te e  o n  I ! 7  LonCieVi h  d a t e d  ! Os*>__________________ .
b ill/sub jec t '

fid  N ft  p ftS J  T~M '- f B / L u f t /■'£- ( ji :// m -h
£P&£,*\Pl£ ’ f\ 8c '<■'r '  fi/ifrV e 'T A 'iy  a/<?£d s  T f/ -^  o f  tiVC/i fV)/r>

S ig n e d :
T e s t i f i e r

R e p r e s e n t in g  ( O p t io n a l )
3 t - \  ,? 13 p &■ / r'fy

A d d r e s s
J1A2 SJeS'

J J r

‘tJ  j ' -S '
P h o n e  N o .



m

m S S jj&  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
j g

P le a s e  e n t e r  i n t o  th e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t im o n y  to  t h e ^ S v V l ^ i  -! r  n~f~huc\
a c o m m it te e  n a m e

c o m m it te e  o n  I I I  LOflfiZVi h  fenifS  d a t e d  . 6 / ^ 7  ! £ 3 ___________________.
b in / s u b je c t  ’

t h e  k c n \ g e \ j  r t y  " B e r i o s  1 5  ^ Ic^ Y  I T n  p a V t e f r t  " t ^  1 )5  

l o - n g  %  i m e ,  r e s  i c U ' f t  c, ( s O ^ e B ^ r S  \ t \  r m y  c o S < ^ )

" t o  d e f - r ^ y  t h e  h i g h e r  C o  5 ^ 7  o - f  1 I 

fYTve, i a n n a , .  e t c -

S  l> A c W l y  d h 3  C e n t  i ^ o i n n ^  ( h t S  It c o T h C  loi  11 

c \ e  h  i t \ i \ c \  y  K * ^ M e  3 .  5  c T e ^  i * rr\ j X L c t  ^  T >  o m r

l ° i N e 5 < r  ^

T l e B C C  T K l t  ) C o n r t  '1 Hr\ O  cC  1

S ig n e d :  lA x m  r r  i t t r v C  \ c \ . ^ ^ Q r r j y U / ^ c r T i .
T e s t i f i e r

5  Q- \ f __________________________________________

R e p r e s e n t in g  ( O p t io n a l)
T O ^  ^ 3 ,  ‘'D a .v C A  4 j c 5 v  3 3 ^ 3 ^  

A d d r e s s
( g < y Q  < § q 5 “  3  ______________________

P h o n e  N o .



g | j p  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

£&£
P le a s e  e n t e r  i n t o  th e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t im o n y  to  the^ S ^ n a - f r  S ~ h { 4 ^  /4 ~ f f e (  ICK

e f t  I In i i c o m m it te e  n a m e
c o m m it te e  o n  / /  /  L O r tq e V ih  d a t e d  3 / = 2 7 / £ 3 ___________________.

b i l l / s u b je c t  '

2
C if O’r /  L( C oix/tlii'-<‘ S

/ ■  . -
j i 'h  ,J* t'&’<> ti ,#c y/'OfVi/'j j ' // c

• '.V  ,  IA / . r  / / >
\ > • ' • /  ■' <"V' ' /’x  *>><- /// /.a  jfa y c  ’ 

/

S ig n e d : , a 

T e s t i f i e r

- , /  ■ ± ± L -

7 R e p r e s e n t in g  ( O p t io n a l )
/ g ; 'y j/ f t f s  U . /  ^  ^ '7

A d d r e s s
A ? / h  r  3  -

P h o n e  N o .



MliA1 i
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P le a s e  e n t e r  i n t o  th e  r e c o r d  m y  te s t im o n y  to  t h e v S c / 1  S ~ h d '-C  I C\
e f t  l i e  i i c o m m it te e  n a m e

c o m m it te e  o n  & P  I I I  LOrt 0 eVi h  feniis. d a t e d  3 / ^ 7  A 9 3 ___________________.
b i l l / s u b je c t  '

S ig n e d :
'  T e & fil e r

R e p r e s e n t in g  ( O p t io n a l )

A d d r e s s

P h o n e  N T



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P le a s e  e n t e r  in to  th e  r e c o r d  m y  te s t im o n y  to  th e  S e j 2 a d ^  Y S - h c f e  / 4 'P f e j  r 6
c o m m it te e  n a m e

c o m m it te e  o il 111__________________, d a te d  *3/c3-~7 / i Q 3 _________________ .
b i l l / s u b je c t

J  d rU t
d S rL -c l^  ^ C C ^ Z . . 'lie  ^ k- ,

S ig n e d :  (JY~tc t  2C tt t  / l
T e s t i f ie r

R e p r e s e n t in g  ( O p t io n a l)

_  A d d r e s s  ,
j & s i  * V f

P h o n e  N o .  T '  B ?  F '



SR1II11S

B i g m  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
wm

P le a s e  e n t e r  i n to  th e  r e c o r d  m y  te s t im o n y  to  t h e v 7 c / 1 ^ - / r  S-f'A'ixL jH'ffq Ir h

e f t  i l e  i i c o m m it te e  n a m e
c o m m it te e  o n  Qr£> I I I  L o n q e V i  h  PflrtiR d a t e d  3 / c 2 7 / £ > 3 ___________________.

b i l l / s u b je c t  '

oC. -e  7  5

I v i T  r l- d u  ^ f t 4/ L/ S

/ ?  ) C L / J

S ig n e d :
T e s t i f i e r

R e p r e s e n t in g  ( O p t io n a l)

A d d r e s s  a , _
___ - r ' f  £  £  y  / L W  T A  J  '

P h o n e  N o .  y  y  V  C V t '



03/27/2003 09:14 9072626883 CHOICE PAGE 01

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus , dated 3-27-03
” bill # /  subject public hearing date

^ < 6 / f V
/ rS  Z e  s J T te  jZ  cJe?

T h e  L o t u s ' e ?y ,>  7 /  ) 3 ^ h  h  ̂  f 3
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!l£ L jJ 1 1 2 h  7 1  ' _________Te»r

Repreaeniing (optional)xiopjcacniiui£ ^uyuuuwi,/

^  y . B e V / / ? ? . - S 7 ^ - L > ^  A A - ,J »  M e n . 
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the------------- --------------------------------

Committee on  ------------------------------------------- ^
To: Senate Rearing on Longevity Bonus

March 25, 2003

Please regard this issue us -a disaster to many seniors if this bonus check is taken away 
from them. There are many of us in the same category older seniors with more health 
issues, higher medical and prescription drug bills, higher gas, heating oil and electrical 
prices and at a point in our lives with no chance of earning money to keep up with 
monthly bills. Also-ooiw;der that we all spend this moncyhete at home, the money 
circulates herein Alaska If cuts-need to be made consider cutting from those on the 
highest scale of incomes and benefits, not those on the lowest income level.

Thanks for your time and support the seniors longivity program as we depend on it.

Fern Chamberlin

Box 109
Sterling, A£ 99672 

Phone 907-262-4193

Signed: A / v l -  (yL/L*siA-
Tea lifter

Representing (optional)

Address

Phone number
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

§s m
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated

biu#/subject

§ew/fc-T& < S r m e  
House State Affairs 

7 committee name"

Do n o t  p a s s  t h i s  b i l l ,  S e n i o r s  d e p e n d  o n  t h i s  in c o m e  
t o  p a y  o u r  h i g h  m e d i c a l ,  h e a t i n g  a n d  o t h e r  m o n t h l y  b i l l s .

. §± p& j u Z L  1 E 5 K L
Address 

Phone number
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E80E29SZ.06 00:gi E00S/S3/E0



sA l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

vV<y'/<4T2 c ^ r n r t :  &
please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs

„  ' . commute® name
S s  i n  ■

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
(JUT#/subject

W ith  r i s i n g  c o s t s  o f  m e d i c a l  c o s t s  a n d  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s ,
a s  w e l l  a s  h e a t ,  e l e c t r i c  b i l l  s e n i o r s  d e p e n d  o n  t h i s  b o n u s
c h e c k  t o  m e e t  o u r  m o n t h l y  e x p e n s e s .  How w i l l  we p a y  te rn  w i t h o u t  
t h i s  in c o m e  t h a t  we d e p e n d  o n ?

Signed:

Representing (op tio na l)

Aadren

9 c y -  < ?< t2  -  ? 7 3 / __________________________________

Phone num ber
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

. committee narao

SzA lA -Tg S rtyT t: /Ip fcU&i 
please enter into the record my testimony to the________ House State Affairs

S 3  H i'
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated 

™‘ biil#/iufeject

Signed:
Teatlffor

Representing (optional)

3?>3 g 0 G>c*£qj</{
xJdrcss *

p r . o  -  2 2 £ z
Phone number

E0 39Vd
d31N3D dS D N Ild S lS

E88£292£06 00 :SI E00S/SS/E0
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
o „ ~ . commute name ~~§ 6 i n

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
tifll *  /subject"'  ̂ *T

c f £  s - r ^ ^ Q jh \

Signed: w . - ^ Z k z .  I
Teitifler

Representing (op tio na l)

* 6  &  ' 7 S ' - K &
Phone number



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 11'7 Eliminate Longevity Bonus , dated 3-27-03
bill #  / subject public hearing date

W ith  r i s i n g  c o s t s  o f  m e d i c a l  c o s t s  a n d  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s .
^vL Wi! * aS  ^ e a t '  e l e c t r i c  b i l l  s e n i o r s  d e p e n d  o n  t h i s  b o n u s
t h i *  ^ ™ e e ^ ° l ? r  mo*}t h l y  e x p e n s e s .  How w i l l  we p a y  te m  w i t h o u t  t n i s  in c o m e  t h a t  we d e p e n d  o n ?

Signed:
Tejtifler 1 /

Representing (optionel)

/? •  0  '  X 7 ^ S i L D O O a f - k K '  9 f & f
AddTM5

^<3 ~ 3 /
Phone number



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus , dated 3-27-03
bill # /  subject public hearing date

S e n i o r s  d e p e n d  o n  t h i s  in c o m e  
p a y  o u r  h i g h  m e d i c a l ,  h e a t i n g  a n d  o t h e r  m o n t h l y  b i l l s .

Signed:

Representing (optfonsl)

?/>. S'ft-nrf///?- A (c-
ddres*

%(*>?-- 1 f7 3 / .
Phone num ber
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S&nlA-ii? c W
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs

. coromitice'name
-S/3 HI

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated ________
bill #/ subject

- C f f t t t  S t£ s< & rt- d & fc & Z t/, £ 2

J f c e  L f i / v j e v t f y  S t s A M S -

Signed:

Representing (optional)

$ 7 E e i.i* j{  & ^ J $ Z * £ c u ic fi J & z 'f 'fA F Z . 

9 o v -  2 4 Z       -------
Phone number

T0 39Vd y31N30 as 9NI1331S E0BEE9SZ.06 00 :91 E00S/9S/E0



Please enter into the record my testimony to fte _______
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Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonos, dated
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Testifier

Hepcwenting. (optional)
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S rr^ r5 '

Please enter into the record my testimony to the_______

• § 6  i n
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated

bill#) subject

House State Affairs 
. committee name

" T h e  L c / J  f c v ' i T y  V o a j u ŝ  ! s  V f j e y  t / n y e A  I

A t d J  t\J e  0 <2 c s & £ y  f o A  M y  & t i J  n y se C f*
T o  b e  f t b L e  To  m a ' iT T a i m  a u - G  / j e u s s h e t j
£ y  p s / J s c s  , J h .  CiAsL. o f  p 0 ( J £ £ ~ T y  / .< f  1 /sL  / O o ^ j  & n j
u J / T h  o llT  T h e  h ^ ^ J u - s  uj £  u J o u - L A  o ^ b y  b e  £ £  
(L£{V<hj y y \ 0 / o 7 h L y  b e T u d e e u  o - s . M y  t o u s i / n u d

IS  $  3  < f 4  J C  - 1 3 0/0 o x y j c u  A  L i  AMf AT 
A  f o e b u - L i j c t  p o u - t f  T M z s  A *> < t - y  > T  s i / 1  a ? f i d  
I X N ^ l l e T o  o i o / t k !  A u - c  T  < L a /n p  h  o f
T t i o h e H s  , - r h i / 1 1  1 ° “ -  <1 * ^  w o u - l- A  h e

r t f P & z a / A T e d  T o  s t i v e  T / i t  b o ^ u - s  . b O  t
f l  C jooo l t v iA r u y  J  S o y  J i t  u d h o  X l J S f  I  k > ~ T b c  S A m t  f t *

/ )  £ c  i A) .  T h v n i / s  £&/> y o u ^ / t  / * # T i£ / o < * £  A>s\3
^  CLe (L£ /& n),

Testifier' T

Representing (optional)

^ .o n t c x .  ?  ^  ^  s T e /c U it i* , rf/g s & L  <?<?& ?£,________
Address

C l o f )  1 1 1 - ± 2 6 9 _________________________________________________
Phone number

liir \:>. ■ . .
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

§ £ iifrre
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs__________

. committee name
56 m

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
  b iU # ).u b j« t  ----------------  '

J Z  i> e //c - l/C - ' S e n i o r s  S h o u l d .  e * / / / / < * £

J'/i'C J - o fy t is / ly  t  hec/CS -& !<s/~

-li-e m  C p u n h  t b i X S  M  /• '* <  .

Representing (optional)

-A  SoJ</0 / t i4  . fiM
Address

Phone number

l i f eW
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

ĉ TA-TE.
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs

coiKfluttee y&mc

M in
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, d a te d _____________________

 " '‘ 'bill#) subject —
> •

* " ‘''•1  > h  r * 9 ; s ;„A ,rŜ  ^

Signed:
Tettlder

,a k .r  «• • 

P f e - f i
I I  3 9Vd

Representing (optional)

> ?  g . U p , 1 £ 2 ., ■ Z 2& 2 2 * .
"  Andrew

Phone num ber
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

s & m S& M  •
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated

wii#/»wj«ct

cP

SzM (¥T£
House State Affairs

.'committee name

g S s f c L. .

Signed: c .
Tcitifier Jj

3 - a o

Representing (optional)

Phone num ber

jr. <• ..
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

5 6  HI
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated 

  b i l l # /subject  -------------

Shufrnz S fflriL  -ApeAiyJ
House State Affairs 

committee name

#

Signed:

61 39Vd

TeAifier

Representing (optional)

T ?  , ( 2 4 .  ? ? £  '7 2 - '

CM X V e il
P hone num be r
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e   House State Affairs ________ _
.commritecnamc

S 6  il 1
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated ____________  _________

T IO T lu B j^ i

4J~C 0*1 4r/*n£ g.ire dti/o tt** Jo**'/- t> *1 'fitg-
/ t o t f l s X f  . _T A ir* f t * *  / /  th e
c/<i/1Vo« /  </, j  ^  ,

/fc** />**■/, Aff J fry* f^ dA ,

Testifier

Representing (optional)

P *  $ • * -  & * V  1 ( 6 ' / ^
Address

f/f-7 2b * 97 ff

Phone num ber
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^£A/4'7iE' -/Xx-yxM
House State Affairs 

.committee name
Please enter into the record my testimony to die _ _ _ _ _

§ 6 H 7
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated

K1I#/subject ~~ ~

f > je t t e d  * ^ 7 ^  a j » J i

fV X fr fe  h fr p d ih  Ip  S ^ a/ey '

fY \& & X v & , ^  h e ip ^ fy  fin e

- y ^  s t u  * > -  «

Signed:
tier

  ^

Representing (optional)

m  2k/k k
~ £ b c i ~ 3 /
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

House State Affairs
committee name

dated

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

£ 6 /1 7
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus,

bill#/subject

4 u v js l^ p  ̂  

r y r ^ e M ^ ^ 0 , J d Z  7 /  a

r* X X c Z ^ t 'Z r  ^

" i& o *  ^
P J jJ lA J L r  

Signed:
Testifier

R ep re se n tin g (o p t io n a l)

A #
Address

Phone number
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the________

S S m
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated

bill# / subject

+ £ u o  &  '

House State Affairs
committee name

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (optional)

d d /  d k Z ^ . •Z7c3~~
Addresd

^  -5 ~ /S '7
Phone num be r r
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to die

S k m
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated

b ill#  /subject

c'^£A*JVT£ -§=m r?T -/Ippfy&l 
House State Affairs 

commitl'ea name

*ffLA-r*%S*s •  — f .

-A^

Signed:
Testifier '

^  / <

| i i
01 39Wd

Representing (optional)

'P 'A '- ? ? £  ?JL

i f e ' r \ x . C > S '  7  7  S ’A
Phone number



Please enter Into the record my testimony to the

§ 6 .1 1 1 ' • ' ' ' : 
Comxnittea on HB 158 BUminate Longevity Bonn*, dated 

“  *W f7»u^«w T " ' r r “  •

House State Affairs
.oothmtitMiume

'£ 4 S ? -  QbA /< ? •/ '

P c w l m k . . o r  k

jpJOldJ- j7[O i(X fHOU<-

Signed:

•» ;.’fWjt)'' *

39Vd

Phon* number
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the_______ _

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated 
------------ bill # y lubjecT --------------

CRO A TS' Sm -TV  
House State Affairs 

“  commute name

1C j

S t * 1

Signed: 0 V  f  Q I—  » c j  g . d  ^
Testifier I

Representing (optional)

?  (p  L  Y  d> A J  A / i C  I  e  y ~ ( \ i C J  ‘ 
A daat ............ .............  ....  — — y  ■j w  ^

-— k J L . l X -------------------------------- ----------------------
Phone number
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

House Stale Affairs 
.committee name

Please enter into the record my testimony to the .......

3 6 1 n
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated . -______

’"cIUT / subject" ”
• «

M a rc h  2 4 ,  2003
M r. M ik e  C h e n a u l t . :

As o u r  r e p r a s e n t i v e : : l ' m  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  r e a l l y  l o o k  
s e r i o u s l y  a t  t a k i n g  o u r  l o n g i v i t y  C h e c k .  I 'm  75 y e a r s  
o l d  a n d  u n a b l e  t o  w o r k .  I 'm  s e p e r a t e d  f r o m  my h u s b a n d  
who c o n t r i b u t e s  n o t h i n g  t o  my l i v i n g  a s  h e  i s  o n  a  v e r y  low  f  
f i x e d '  in c o m e  a l s o .  How Come i t  i s  a l w a y s  p i c k  o n  t h e  p o o r  t o  
d o  t h e  c u t t i n g .  I  p a y  my r e n t  w i t h  t h a t  c h e c k  a n d  l i v e  on  
$ 2 2 8 . 0 0  SS C h e c k .  How a b o u t  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t  l i v e  l i k e  we h a v e ,
l e t s  c u t  th e m  down t o  o u r  s i z e .  I  h a v e  l i v e d  h e r e  3 4 y r s  and<’ 
s p e n d  a l l  I  £ e t  i n  A l a s k a .

I  h o p e  y o u  t a k e  a  g o d d  l o o k  a t  t h e  P r o b l e m .

L a u r a  S t e g e r /

Signed: 
~  Testifier

J 'x j
R t p n S n g  (o p tic a l) ^ ^ * 7 ^

A  8 * x  f n j  ? S '
Address Q

-  A t e -
Phone num ber
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

fV-rE. c§rWrlS / j ,
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs

.committee name
S& H ' l

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated  - ■ —_______
bill # / subject

^ 2 ^CA^- JL

/y y i^ ry ^ J i X L ,

Signed: (f o-A ft oOL ( / a J LJ L* *
Testifier /

Representing (optional)

3 t ( *  fz> 7 1 .  k ^ jJ L ^ A  ( j  . S M J U A / C f ^ ‘ 1
Address 0

P hone n um b e r
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

SteA\A-rE /I'PFAiES
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs

.committee name
§6 in

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated •
bill#/subject T

%

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (optional)

_____________  & k 2
Phone number

m - - .. "•
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• §£A i^7E
W rtM «A  S r a ta  A f f a i r n  - . L'«”  vHouse State Affairs

.ioaubliM name
Please enter into the reco rd  my testimony to the_______

S h . m  \
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, datod :•

 m nrrw ssss r —  —  • • • ----------- — “—

7J at* w A^r &(. ike to fijfv ty ,

*/*
■.,« »*«, . .t

. V:.: -<■. .1,
■ f&Jfc 

' •;! !| "
**.1 ’ **3*

• ^ p - ;i
WV; •-.. .•*

. . , . <J'.. V. ' ■»

•. */-r

W -,1

\
•. „v: 4•t

‘ .f...i- ■:■»
fjKf'' • *4

Signed:

*j£t

£0 3EWd M31N3D dS 9NIld31S

t.•»..•> •’ ‘ vtf.* ♦.

Testifier |

Representing (optional)?L hf Q&t
* ' • 1 • , >"t *>2 **’J. \ 
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 1 1 7 /  Eliminating the Longevity Bonus Program Date, March 27, 2003
bill # /  subject

I would like to go on the record in O PPO SIT IO N  to SB 117.

I am a 50 plus year resident o f Alaska that will never benefit from the Longevity 

Bonus Program. I know a few people that do qualify, but unfortunately for Alaska, 

they are becoming less in number with the passing o f every year.

Governor Murkowski could have chosen to let our honored seniors (and the 

Longevity Bonus Program) "go silently into the night". Instead Governor 

Murkowski is showing favor to the bureaucrats, his coiporate supporters, and 

others at the money trough, who in many cases contributed NO TH IN G  toward 

opening up Alaska as America's last frontier.

SB 117 may provide a short term fix to the over spending problem created and 

perpetuated by the legislature and administration. It will not amount to a hill o f  

beans in a few short years if  the real fiscal problem is not addressed. There is not 

enough personal wealth in Alaska to completely replace the lost revenue as the 

north slope oil fields continue their inevitable production decline.



SB 117 will offset a small amount o f the lost oil revenues, but puts financial 

hardship directly on the backs o f  Alaskan Pioneers, many o f which are on a fixed  

income. Shame on Governor Murkowski for even proposing such a cruel and 

inconsiderate measure in the first place, and shame on anyone who votes to support 

it.

Vote NO  on SB 117, because it’s the right thing to do!

Thank you.

Signed: Mike McBride_________________________________________________________________
Testifier

Self___________________________________________________________________________________
Representing (optional)

PO Box 6; Kenai, Alaska; 99611-0006 

Address

907/776-5444

Phone number



Representing (optional)

Address

Phone num ber

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus , dated 3-27-03
bill #  / subject public hearing date

0 ; i

t R o o - " °

S jZ v ^

)  9 t , 0 .

X )y fy  r'C  ”'**■

Signed:  - /7
Testifier

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e



Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus , dated 3-27-03
bill # /  subject public hearing date

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S ig n ed :
Testifier (J

Representing (optional)

y  ( 7 y
Address ' 7 v f J-

Phone num ber



Representing (optional)

2 3 0
Address /

 ' o i b d  ' / / - 1) 3 O'
Fhone number

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus , dated 3-27-03
bill # /  subject public hearing date

i f  lu j u f  Y~ tU y '̂ Y  o i S o . o o  /?
& A ic f i f -  c fo  M <4 4 /

c jy >

Signed: tO jy t'K & o  f t ,  f l *  £ ^ J I f ______________
T e s t ie r  /



; r  v i ' , \  I A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

-W ,a£ J

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ^
committee name

Committee on iV7
bill # / subject

dated ^ l - O ^
public hearing date

Thank you Chairman Stevens and Senate State Affairs Committee for the opportunity to 
address you on “An Act Eliminating the Longevity Bonus Program”. I would like to start 
by observing that the Commissioner of Administration’s testimony on the issue was pure 
tailings up the stack and into the pond. Utter transparency in the Administration’s effort 
to cut out the expenditure. His statement that the original intent of the Legislature is no 
longer valid, is perhaps partially correct. My question on that point; how many of the 
18,000 seniors currently receiving the bonus were present during the years prior to 
Statehood in 1959? I am one and acquainted with many others throughout the State. 
Secondly, his statement that on elimination of the program the State will provide welfare 
benefits for some of us on a “needs basis” is an insult. Should the program be 
eliminating, Delores and I would have to seriously consider moving to a more cost 
effective location.

It is apparent that the Governor and his proponents on the issue consider the Alaskan 
seniors as a “sin tax”, an easy hit to implement their budgetary goals, similar to the 
tobacco products, alcoholic beverages and games of skill and chance that are frequent 
targets. Contrarily, I believe we are deserving of the bonus and continue to be as 
approved by the legislature back in 1972. My financial situation, similar to many 
receiving the bonus, is simply that its elimination will reduce annual incomes from 10% 
to 30%. Additionally, it’s my guess that those recipients in outlying areas will be affected 
to an even greater degree.

I do not support this measure and strongly suggest you resolve the subsistence issue 
should you approve it.

The State Administrations policy ref: the L.B.P. is not unlike the Veterans 
Administration’s policy regarding Veterans’ Benefits. To partially offset the savings 
achieved by the elimination of this program I suggest the following: an income tax on 
nonresidents of the State. These “pilgrims” work in Alaska, make no contributions to our 
economy, but rather take and spend their earnings outside. Their tax payments are made 
to the state of residence rather than to Alaska.

Sincerely,
Bob Harrison 
PO Box 7414 
Nikiski, AK 99635 
776-5339



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus , dated 3-27-03
bill # / subject public hearing date

P / e a S t  a c c e p t -  f o i l * M i r >a u j r i t f e n

' f t S f i m o y w j  " P t  f f ) y .  C - R -  n ^ o r y i s o n  t j r -

l Y - OVLs

Signed: __________
Testifier

Representing (optional)

Address

Phone number
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S o l d o t n a ,  AK 9 9 6 6 9  
Mar ch  2 7 ,  2 0 0 3

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
' L o n g e v i t y  Bo n u s  P l a n '

To Whom C o n c e r n e d :

I f e e l  t h a t  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h i s  p l a n  w o u l d  b e  a  g r e a t  
m i s t a k e .  F o r  many e l d e r l y  p e o p l e ,  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  a  f i n a n c i a l  
h a r d s h i p .  I a l s o  f e e l  t h i s  w o u l d  c r e a t e  a  much l a r g e r  d r a i n  
on t h e  ' S t a t e s  M e d i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e '  f u n d s .

I n  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  y e a r s  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c o s t  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  
t h r o u g h  n a t u r a l  a t t r i t i o n ,  h a s  d e c l i n e d  a p p r e c i a b l y .  S o ,  why 
p l a c e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  h a r d s h i p  on  p e o p l e  by  e l i m i n a t i n g  a  p r o g r a m  
t h a t  w i l l  so o n  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h  n a t u r a l  a t t r i t i o n ?

R e s p e c t f u l l y  Y o u r s

C. R. M o r r i s o n  J r .



MAR 3 1 2002

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the $ £ r A
committee name

Committee on ^  7   ̂ dated_________
bill # /  subject

I strongly oppose passage of SB 117. This Longevity Bonus Program is well needed by 
those of us least able to support ourselves because of age and ability to work and care for 
ourselves. This program is going to sunset out. I believe other areas in state spending can 
be cut, such as over spending in the size of government and grants that might be cut and 
unneeded. The Longevity Bonus is needed by those who receive it.

I am over 71 years old and get $100 per month. I have been a resident since 1957, before 
statehood. I believe the state would need to increase welfare for those if this program is 
discontinued. The savings for the state, I believe, would be minimal. I believe there 
would do more than good when everything is said and done.
Obituaries are daily and inform us of reducing the cost of this program.

Thank you.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

M i l * 1-
Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the

comituUee name

Committee on Alaska Longevity Program > dated ^  ~ £ , 7
“  mil*/subject public hearingdate

To cut this program or redtnes the amount a* thia 

time is j}st another TAX to a select group! X t  ia 

not needed. The program is self limiting,We old-timers 

will soon be dead and gone'.

If you want to save the state money than do as any la.'ge

company or ooporation doesji Us$ a peroentage;cut

i.e. ALL DEPARTMENTS CUT., At lest 10 t f r & h  year

until the out-go and in-flow are equal.

There is NO department that cannot re-adjust..

There are NO SACKED COWS.

Signed: R,w» BOGARD
Testifier

MANY OLDJTIMERS OF ALASKA

Representing (optional)

Box 1404 S t e r l i n g , a k  9 9 6 7 2

Address
9 0 7 -2 6 2 -4 9 8 5

Phone num ber
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the recoid my testimony to the
~  tmnmueenme

Committee on B a J J . 1 1 7 ,  i ■ ^  3 ^ 7 - ^
bill #  / subject public hearing da

Signed:
Testifier
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P lease enter into the record m y testimony to the f l / j o J  f / i  '
committee name

Comm ittee on S I f  7  » , dated - 3 - ~ X 7 — 0 3
BUTWTiubject "  public hearing date

Signed : /l/X T L.
Testifier

Representing (optional)

J J a K  X J -  <J_ S y ^ r / / * 3  ------9 f t  7 .> ~
Address y

(  7 )  X  -  £ ' < £ £  3 - _______________ . . . _______________________

^  Phone num ber
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the 54-zdv1 A ffzU LY 'S

Committee on 'E' l l  • /  j  ? U n j i ' d h )  ■ «»<«< A l r f r t J i  3 . 7 ,  Z g 0 3
bill # / stlbject 7 /  public hearing date

6Lsw \ , d e e U jid  '~ h h ~  —̂e
10 roJpts-e.JjX  u ; d  - h e

^ A e .  S  !~ a d c  o p A ~ U .$ h & .
i M l  1 / < U .ue> < L  iK  d i  HaddW s N t .

_ X  W  d i s a b l e d  $ W * 2 - k _

d a r e .  o ~ p  b  y  ^  *5 °~h  • A  rt-M  r S  •€ (L .0  bn(LJ>
/  t ) & ri& £ ' <3fei" W  CC --U  7 < f  tf, $ < > / 5  b
1/14(L;  7 7  f u t \ / C -  T o  JO  * - 4 j - Q / ’i S  jT T id u S  j f ^ r i / z c C ,

M u  \ n c o ™ .£ -  / s  s  u c A  T h e c J -  2 T  d u w  o  *?
T 'n e  : P ? V ?  4  «  / 3 k  a l m j / v ie  A t  G A . r i f ,

A -v d t  h W  b e . d e e d e d . P h ° / f S 7
h a . $  Ca m ^ cJ  r v y g  S o  4 4 - . a J - ' X T

Signed: R m J j L  C ,  d  *  n o d  s d e j ? ’
Testifier V

g ^ g  . <  / W  u J ^ J  A V ' d T e d d *  A k . ^ 7 2 -
Address

(J W l _____________________________________
Phone number

Representing (op tio na l)
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B o n u s  f u r o r
Plan to eliminate Longevity 
Bonus raises questions, ire

3y DAVID WASHBURN ________ _______
Senior Voice

Jim Kohn says he rem em bers very clearly 
standing before several hundred seniors in Valdez 
at a Pioneers o f A laska convention in the early 
1990s. Kohn was head of the Longevity Bonus 
program  and he was discussing the phase-out 
plan Gov. W alter Hickel was pushing through at 
the lime.

One lady in the audience grilled him particu­
larly hard about the phase-out. saying she feared 
it w asjust the first step toward a total elim ination 
o f the Bonus.

"She was very concerned that the legislature 
could at any lime in the future change their mind." 
he recalls.

In February. Kohn retired from the post he held 
for 10 years as head o f  the Division o f  Alaska 
Longevity Programs. Talking by phone from his 
home, lie said he rem em bers telling the woman 
that it was true that a future legislature could 
decide to elim inate the Bonus program , that the 
legislature at that time could not legally bind a 
future legislature from doing so.

Most people understood there was no com ­
plete guarantee, but there was also no shortage o f 
reassuring rhetoric, he says. "T here was no 
absolute prom ise m ade, but there were many 
legislators who said at the tim e that they fell this 
would be their final word (on the Bonus)."

It w asn 't. In a speech outlining his fiscal 
budget and investm ent plan on March 5. Gov. 
Frank Murkowski shocked m any around the state 
when he said his plan includes the elim ination of 
the Longevity Bon

The program nas "outlived its usefulness," 
M urkowski said, and by cutting it, the state could 
save S47 m illion next year.

"E lim ination o f this program  will allow  state 
funds to be redirected to prim ary services o f 
education, public safety  and safe transportation 
system s -se rv ice s  that benefit seniors as well as 
o ther A laskans," M urkow ski said. He added, 
“We will not abandon our seniors. W e have 
sufficient safety nets through other programs that

Amy Hartley/Senior Voice
During an AARP chapter meeting March 17 at the Anchorage Senior Center, Chapter President Peg Stout, 
right, asked attendees who volunteer in their community to raise their hands. Arms shot up across the room 
and Stout said, "Sometimes ,-aople just think about how much we take. Maybe they could think about how 
much we are giving, too." More than 100 people turned out (or the meeting, firing questions and comments 
at a Murkowski stall member over the governor's proposal to eliminate the Longevity Bonus.

I intend to maintain. W c will protect people in 
need."

The Bonus elim ination is contained in House 
Bill 15S and com panion Senate Bill 117. and 
legislators are giving the bills serious consider­
ation.

Speaking out
Outcry over M urkow ski's proposal was im ­

mediate and loud. Senior centers and o ther se

nior service agencies warned that w ithout their 
m onthly bonus check o f  $250. $20'). SI.50 or 
S I00 (depending on when thej  entered the pro­
gram ). m any older A laskans will face serious 
hardships.

"I’ve had numerous calls ever since it was 
publicized, and a lot of people arc very concerned, 
particularly the low-incoinc and those who are in 
long-term care," said Peggy Burgin, a member of

page 23 plt'iisc



OPINION

No stranger to Alaska, or serving seniors
il is my pleasure to  be serving as 

thensw exccutivcdircctorofO PA G . 
I am eager to use my skills and 
knowledge o f  non-profit adm inis­
tration to help foster the growth and 
developm ent o f this long-standing 
senior advocacy agency. I think the 
future success o f  this agency will 
depend upon the team work and co ­
operation o f  all concerned Board 
m em bers, staff, and volunteers. 
W hile we advocate on behalf o f 
seniors, continue to publish the 
awarding winning Senior Voice, as 
well as the Directory forO lder A las­
kans, a guide to senior services 
throughout Alaska.

I am not a stranger to Alaska. My 
wife, Dawnia, and I have lived in 
Anchorage for the past 23 years. 
Two o f  the youngest o f  our three 
children graduated from Service

RayClements
High School. O ver the years 1 have 
had the opportunity to visit and work 
with many Alaskans throughout our 
sta te  in such p laces as B ethel, 
D illingham. English Bay. Port G ra­
h am , W a in w rig h t, B a rro w , 
A naktuvuk Pass, A nchor Point, 
Seldovia. Soldotna. Kenai, Homer. 
N uiqsut, Beaver, Upper Kulskag,

Savoonga. Emmonak. Sitka, Juneau 
and Fairbanks,

M ore im portantly. I have a clear 
and grow ing understanding of the 
health, social, and econom ic needs 
o f seniors. M y m other. Em ily, as o f 
April 2, 2003, is 95 years young. 
She has lived at C hugiak View 
Apartm ents for 4 7 years, and more 
recently has been a residentof Provi­
dence Horizon House, where she 
enjoys the wonderful cheerful su r­
roundings and helpful sta ff in this 
very fine assisted living facility.

O ver the past 22 years, 1 have 
been a volunteer for the National 
Senior Service Corps, FosterGrand- 
parcnt and Senior C om panion P ro­
g ram s, w hile my w ife. Daw nia 
C lem ents, has served as its State 
wide executive director.

My m ission is to help protect and

enhance the w elfare o f  seniors 
throughout the State o f  Alaska, and 
to  help prom ote and sustain their 
quality  o f  life in their later years. 
W orking together with other.senior 
service agencies and groups, such 
as the Senior Advocacy C oalition, 
we will keep Alaska aw are o f  the 
great resource it has in its o lder 
population and the issues they face 
while aging in our great slate.

M y door at OPAG is always open. 
Stop by and see me. or e-mail, call, 
write, or fax. Our Anchorage address 
is 325 E. Third Ave., Ste. 300: phone 
276-1059 or (toll free) 800-478- 
1059); e-mail execdiropagt&’gci.nct. 
Our Web site is at www.opagak.org.

Stay healthy and young in spirit!
Ray C lem en ts , PhD  

O ld e r P erso n s A ction  G ro u p  
E xecutive D irec to r

Study graded Alaska’s  end-of-life care unfairly
The D ecem ber 2002 issue o f the 

Senior Voice had an article entitled, 
"Stale flunks on End-of-life care ."  
based on a nation wide survey. A f­
ter reviewing the N ovem ber 2002 
study, we believe that A laska was 
not fairly scored on several item s. 
This study is called M ains to a 
Heller End: A Report on Dying in 
America Today. The survey, co n ­
ducted by the end-of-life care advo­
cacy organization Last Acts, gave 
Alaska the lowest possible grade o f 
“E "o n  five measures.

Wc believe Alaska is addressing the 
issues of end-of-life care - ju s t  not the 
way the Lower 48 does. Let’s review 
the measures used to grade Alaska and 
I'lnrifv him; wt* rln it in Akiskil.

throughout the state arc required to 
offer living w ills and durable power 
o f  attorneys. C h ief Andrew Isaac 
Health Center (CAIHC) has a p ro­
gram for offering assistance with 
any of these advance directives 
forms. Alaska Legal Services is also 
available to provide forms. CAIHC 
physicians also have the Com fort 
One Program for anyone who is 
term inally ill.

The second "E" measure is for 
Hospice use in Alaska. According 
to Last Acts, only 5 percent o f  people 
over 65 who died in Alaska used 
Hospice in the last year o f life. Last 
Acts only used M edicare-certified 
1 lospiee services in their study. The 
state o f  Alaska has ten (10)1 losDicc

cian certified by the American Board 
of Hospice and Palliative M edi­
cine, and six nurses by the Hospice 
and Palliative Nursing Association. 
Although these numbers are low, all 
physicians and nurses are able to 
provide com fort care to term inally 
ill persons at the end of life. CAIHC 
has a set o f Comfort Care Orders for 
insuring that all areas are covered 
when a person is discharged from 
the hospital o r returns hem e to the 
village to die.

The fourth “E" measure is for state 
pain policies. Last Acts says Alaska’s 
pain policies create barriers to good 
pain management. Fairbanks Memo­
rial Hospital. Denali Center and 

.ontrol poli- 
i Legislature 
. and regula- 
rescriptions. 
nat this has 
dan for pain 
ill.

i i s  hospital 
s. Last Acts 
i offer low 
liative care 
percent o f 

lanagcmcnt

program s, (i percent have Hospice 
program s and 18 percent have pal­
liative care programs. These per­
centages are based on the 16 hospi­
tals in Alaska. It is a Joint C om m is­
sion A ccred ita tion  for Hospital 
Organization (JC A I10) requirement 
for pain control scales in all hosp i­
tals. CAIHC has pain scales in use 
for visits to the clinic.

The Last Acts study is obviously 
needed to support the issues su r­
rounding end-of-life. W e do ac­
knowledge that there is lots o f  room 
for im provem ent in Alaska on end- 
of-life issues. It is most unfortunate 
that the surveyors for this study did 
not more accurately give a true pic­
ture o f  life and death in Alaska.

C h a rlo tte  M . D avis, UN FU N, 
C hief Andrew Isaac Health Center 

Elders Program 
L isa  R ich a rd , RN PU N, 

C hief Andrew Isuac Health Center 
Rural Home Care program

E d ito r 's  no te : W c w ere  n o t 
ab le  to  p r in t  th is  a r tic le  in its  
en tire ty  due to  sp a c e  co nstra in ts. 
W e w ill  p r in t the  re st in a  fo llo w -
l/n  in  nex t  mnnfli *c  r r c i i / i
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