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"Milton","Pagano”,"P O Box 1393","Kodiak","99615"
"Eleuterio","Paglakhan","P.O. Box 1612","Kodiak","99615"
"Lourdes","Pagtakhan","P O Box 1612","Kodiak","99615"
"Segundo”,"Paneda","Box 2273","Kodiak","99615"
"Romana","Paneda","Box 2273","Kodiak","99615"
"Royal","Pelekai"," 1224 Baranof Ave.","Kodiak","99615"
"Josefina","Peralta","417 Upper Mill Bay Rd.","Kodiak","99615"
"Tomas","Perez","P O Box 3098","Kodiak","99615"
"Earl","Peterson","P O Box 1104","Kodiak","99615"
"Mary","Peterson”,"P O Box 5015","Akhiok","99615"
"John","Ponchene","Box 1204","Kodiak","99615”
"Donald","Pontti","P. O. Box 213","Kodiak","99615"
"Merle","Powell"," 1219 Kouskov","Kodiak","99615”
"Josephine","Powell","PO Box 605","Kodiak","99615"
'Peter","Ramaglia","P.O. Box 335","Kodiak","99615"

"Sarah Kerr","Ramaglia","Box 335","Kodiak","99615"
"Lydia","Raymundo”,"309 Erskine Ave, Apt 318","Kodiak","99615"
"Betty","Reid","P.O. Box 713","Kodiak","99615"
"Laura","Resoff'/’PO Box 272","Kodiak","99615"
"Audrey","Reynolds","P.O. Box 2134","Kodiak","99615"
"Dolores","Rivera","309 Erskine Ave Apt 311","Kodiak","99615"
"Paulino","Robancho"," 1010 Willow St","Kodiak",199615"
"Helen","Rockstad","PO Box 1743","Kodiak","99615"
"Ellen","Ross","P.O. Box 1661"."Kodiak","99615"
"William","Ross","Box 1661","Kodiak","99615"
"Grace","Routzahn","1619 Larch Street","Kodiak","99615"
"Honorata","Sagun","511 Carolyn St","Kodiak","99615"
"June","Sargent","303 Wilson St","Kodiak","99615"
"Neil","Sargent","303 Wilson St","Kodiak","99615"
"Arthur","Schaeffer”,"Box 2133","Kodiak","99615"
"Lawrence","Shaw","Po Box 5543","Chiniak","99615"
"lra","Shepherd"”,"P O Box 8787","Kodiak",”99615"
"Martha","ShuravlofF',"P O Box 222","Kodiak",199615"
"Etta","Singleton","Po Box 2283"."Kodiak","99615"
"Haro!d","Skonberg","P O Box 2636","Kodiak","99615"
"Andrew","Skonberg","Box 2083","Kodiak","99615"
"Arthur","Skonberg"”,"Box 8924","Kodiak","99615"
"Daniel","Skonberg","514 Mill Bay Road Box 102","Kodiak",’99615"
"Doris","St George","309 Erskine Apt 307","Kodiak","99615"
"Lorraine","Steelman","P O Box 2603","Kodiak","99615"
"Larry","Stephens","1515 Larch Street","Kodiak","99615"
"Gladcnc","Stewart","Box 341","Kodiak","99615"
"Omar","Stratman","P O Box 2376","Kodiak","99615"
"Von'V’Straut'V'Box 1607","Kodiak","99615"
"Norman","Sutliir,"Box 3669","Kodiak","99615"
"Joe","Szert","P O Box 2064","Kodiak","99615"
"Marjorie","Thera","F O Box 4134","Kodiak","99615"
"Domingo","Tornito","P O Box 4490","Kodiak","99615"
"Patsy"”,ITravcrsie'VPO Box 3923","Kodiak","99615"
"Audrey","Trimble","P O Box 8614","Kodiak","99615"
"Joyce","Turner","Po Box 668","Kodiak","99615"
"Isabel","Valdez","P O Box 2276","Kodiak","99615"
"Dalmond"."Valley","911 Willow","Kodiak","99615"
"Juanita","Villanueva","P.O. Box 4082","Kodiak","99615"
"Edna","Vinberg","721 Jackson Lane","Kodiak","99615"
"War"."Wallin","'514 Mill Bay Road Apt #101","Kodiak","99615"



"Florence","Welch","Box 127","Kodiak","99615"
"Anne","White","1210 Wolkoff Lane","Kodiak","99615"
"Edith","Wiley","P.O. Box 446","Kodiak","99615"
"Betty","Woitel","1526 Kouskov # 2","Kodiak","99615"
"Frank","Woitel","1526 Kouskov # 2","Kodiak","99615"
"George","Wolkoff,"Box 2879","Kodiak","99615"
"William","Wood","P.O. Box 11 1","Kodiak",*"99615"
"Felisa","Yamat","PO Box 1314","Kodiak","99615"
"Augustin","Yovino","PO Box 612","Kodiak","99615"
"Senalonf',"Zeedar","711 Mill Bay Rd","Kodaik","99615

99631
"James","Condit","Box 52","Moose Pass","99631"

"Jackie","Denny","P 0 Box 28","Moose Pass","99631"
"Kenneth","Follett","Box 69","Moose Pass","99631"
"Bernadine","Silva","P O Box 47","Moose Pass","99631"
"Margaret”,"Woods","P.O. Box 67"."Moose Pass","99631
"Robert","Woods","P.O. Box 67","Moose Pass","99631"

99663

"Vincent","Bates","PO Box 128","Seldovia",”99663"
"Patricia”,"Bates","PO Box 128","Seldovia","99663"
"Louis","Collier","P. 0. Box 188","Seldovia","99663"
"Peter","Elvsaas Sr","P 0 Box 131","Seldovia","99663"
"Elaine","Giles","P.O. Box 102","Seldovia","99663"
"John","Int-Hout","P.O. Box 204","Seldovia","99663"
"Thomas","Jones","PO Box 78","Seldovia","99663"
"Walter","Mclnnes","P O Box 55"."Seldovia","99663"
"Fred’V'Newmeyer'V'PO Box 136","Seldovia","99663"
"Terry","Reuling","Box 243","Seldovia","99663"
"Keith","Seville","P.O. Box 156","Seldovia","99663"
"Cleo'V'Svvick'V'P.O. Box 214","Seldovia","99663"
"Jack","Thomas","Po Box 28","Seldovia","99663"
"Anna","Walerbury","P 0 Box 188","Seldovia","99663"
"Lloyd","Wheeler","P.O. Box 83","Seldovia","99663"
"Marlin","Williamson","P 0 Box 57","Seldovia","99663"
"Jay","Wilson","P.O. Box 201","Seldovia","99663"
"Albert","Wilson","P O Box 198","Seldovia","99663"

99664

"Charlene","Almquist","P O Box 115","Seward","99664"
"Elizabeth","Ayres","P.O. Box 354","Seward","99664"
"Frances","Bailey”,IBox 96","Seward","'99664"
"Maria","Ballock"."P O Box 781","Seward","99664"
"Linne"',"Bardarson”,"Box 630","Seward","99664"
"Faustina","Basalo","P.O. Box 1924","Seward”,"99664"
"Blanche","Bernier","P O Box 463","Seward","99664"
"Nancy","Blair","P O Box 515","Seward","99664"
"Eugene","Blatchford"”,"Box 494" ,"Seward","99664"
"Mabel","Bl~tchford","P O Box 494","Seward","99664"
"Percy","Blatchford","P O Box 1424""Seward","99664"
"Daisy","Blatchford","P O Box 1424""Seward","99664"
"Virginia","Bradley","P.O. Box 670","Seward","99664"
"Margaret”,"Branson","Po Box 271","Seward","99664"
"Irene","Branson”,"Box 1071","Seward","99664"



"Lucy","Broughton™,"Po Box 967","Seward","99664"
"Shirley","Brown","P O Box 1814","Seward","99664"
"Alfred","Cabana","Po Box 957","Seward","99664"
"lrvin","Campbell","Box 454" ,"Seward","99664"
"Betty","Casey","Box 1263","Seward","99664"
"Carol","Chaudiere'Y'P O Box 1509","Seward","99664"
"Stirrat","Clark","P O Box 1509","Seward","99664"
"Marguerite","Coppock","P.O. Box 826","Seward","99664"
"Jean","Cripps","Po Box 1501","Seward","99664"
"Donald","Cripps","P 0 Box 1501","Seward","99664"
"Verla","Cushing","P O Box 265","Seward","99664"
"William","Daniel","Po Box 593","Seward","99664"
"Michael","Demchenko","P O Box 1287","Seward","99664"
"Earl","Duncan","P.O. Box 654","Seward","99664"
"Willard'V'Dunham'V'P O Box 27","Seward","99664"
"John","Eads","Box 2015","Seward","99664"
"Robert","Eads","P.O. Box 1254","Seward","99664"
"William","Elge","Box 1296","Seward","99664"
"Betty","Elge","P O Box 1296","Seward","99664"
"Andy","Endresen”,"P.0. Box 853","Seward","99664"
"Dolores","Ferguson-Bradford","Po Box 2704","Seward","99664"
"Wallace","Fletcher","P O Box 29","Seward","99664"
"Pauline","Foldager","P 0 Box 2574","Seward","99664"
"Charles","Fultz","P.O. Box 521","Seward","99664"
“Clara","Fultz","Box 521 "."Seward","99664"
"Robert","Gannaway","P O Box 1678","Seward","99664"
"Edith","Gentry","Po Box 837","Seward","99664"
"Edmund","Goresen","P O Box 91","Seward","99664"
"Dolores","Goresen","Po Box 91","Seward","99664"
"Andrew","Grosvold","Po Box 1038","Seward","99664"
"Ethel","Hardy","Box 223" ,"Seward","99664"
"Ralph”,"Hatch","P.O. Box 452","Seward","99664"
"Anne","Hatch","Box 452" ,"Sewaro","99664"
"Virginia'V'Hawick'V'Po Box 2655","Seward","99664"
"Dee","Hayes","Box 1672","Seward","99664"
"Maxine","Hayes","Po Box 928","Seward","99664"
"Vernon","Heckel","P O Box 1257","Seward","99664"
"Amy" "Hitt","P O Box 455","Seward","99664"
"James"”,"Hollingsworth","P.O. Box 182","Seward","99664"
"John","Hoogland","P O Box 305","Seward","99664"
"Joanne","Hoogland'V'Box 305","Seward","99664"
"Bernard","Hulm","P.O. Box 1405","Seward",”99664"
"Ronald","Jackson","28095 Lawing Dr.","Seward","99664"
"Quentin","Johnson","P.0. Box 1608","Seward","99664"
"lris”,"Johnson","P O Box 1016","Seward","99664"
"Jack","Johnson","PO Box 1016","Seward","99664"
"Harriet","Johnson","Po Box 1608","Seward","99664"
"Orrah","Kielczewski","P O Box 1172","Seward","99664"
"Ruth","Knutson","Box 1056","Seward","99664"
"George","Kontra","P.O. Box 824","Seward","99664"
"Leo'V'Kunnuk Jr"',"P O Box 2984","Seward","99664"
"Winil'red","Leirer","Box 524”,"Seward","99664"
"Duane","Levan","Box 1246","Seward","99664"
"Sanna","Levan","Box 1246","Seward","99664"
"Wilma","Lind","Box 531","Seward","99664"
"Glen","Loomis","P.O. Box 1088","Seward","99664"



"Rose'7'MacSwain'V'P.o. Box 1106"|"Seward","99664"
"James","MacSwain","P.O. Box 1106","Seward","99664"
"Helen","March","P O Box 1331","Seward","99664"
"Eleanor","McDonald","PO Box 1387","Seward","99664"
"Robert","McKean","P.o: Box 1489","Seward","99664"
"Robert","Miller","P O Box 1724","Seward","99664"
"Doherty","Miller","PO Box 1724","Seward","99664"
"Kenneth","Moe","P.O. Box 1164","Seward","99664"
"Lois","Munson","P O Box 1397","Seward","99664"
"Beulah","Murawsky","Box 696","Seward","99664"
"Carl","Neklason","P 0 Box 653","Seward","99664"
"Helen","Nelson","P O Box 1332","Seward","99664"
"Charles","Nicolet","P O Box 2409","Seward","99664"
"Gilbert","Ollestad","PO Box 1521 "."Seward","99664"
"Verlin","Olson","Bor 1858","Seward",”99664"
"John","Osenga","Box 423","Seward","99664"
"John","Paulsteiner","P.O. Box 549","Seward","99664"
"Glenn","Pinnick","P O Box 101","Seward","99664"
"Robert","Rappi","P.O. Box 283","Seward","99664"
"Josephine”,"Reid","P.O. Box 711","Seward","99664"
"Vane","Reid","P.O. Box 711","Seward","99664"
"Monty","Richardson","Box 623","Seward","99664"
"Florita","Richardson"”,"P 0 Box 623","Seward","99664"
"Hubert","Rickard","Po Box 541","Seward","99664"
"Anthony","Rollo","Box 1771","Seward","99664"
"Marshall","Ronne","Box 723","Seward","99664"
"Esther","Ronne","Po Box 723","Seward","99,564"
"Alex","Rule","PO Box 1166","Seward","99664"
"Helen","Rule","P 0 Box 1166","Seward","99664"
"Nancy","Sadusky","P O Box 534","Seward","99664”
"John","Sadusky","P O Box 534","Seward","99664"
"Albert”,"Schafer","Po Box 610","Seward","99664"
"Lonnie","Scroggs","P 0 Box 108","Seward","99664"
"Dorothy","Sczawinski","Po Box 2996","Seward","99664"
"Barbara","Shea","P O Box 1035","Seward","99664"
"Palmer","Shirk”,"PO Box 3541","Seward","99664"
"Betty","Shirk","PO Box 3541"."Seward","99664"
"Lavina","Shrieves","P O Box 1301","Seward","99664"
"Margaret","Simpson","P O Box 677","Seward","99664"
"Earl","Skinner","Box 1263","Seward","99664"
"Dewey","Smith","PO Box 876","Seward","99664"
"Juanita","Sorensen","Po Box 1432","Seward","99664"
"Mildred","Sorenson”,"P.O. Box 924","Seward","99664"
"Margaret”,"Stephens","Po Box 2654","Seward","99664"
"Corda","Stubbl!efield","Po Box 841 "."Seward","99664"
"Robert","Swartz","Box 172","Seward","99664"
"Karen","Swartz","P O Box 172","Seward","99664”
"Floyd","Tanner","PO Box 1123","Seward","99664"
"Louis”,"Thorn","Po Box 1261","Seward","99664"
"Chester","Thome","P O Box 894","Seward","99664"
"George","Thrall","25925 Primrose Spur Rd","Seward","99664"
"Helen","Thrall","25925 Primrose Spur Rd","Seward","99664"
"Caroline","Toloff',"P O Box 995","Seward","99664"
"Frances","Trevethan","Box 1113","Seward","99664"
"Della","Triplett","P.O. Box 1162”,"Seward"."99664"
"Dorothy","Urbach","P.O. Box 249","Seward","99664"



"Lenetle","Viale","P O Box 764","Sewai J","99664"
"Oscar","Watsjold","Box 510","Seward","99664"
"Jacob","Welch","P O Box 674","Seward","99664"
"Elsie","Whitmore","Box 1046","Seward","99664"
"Patricia","Williams","Box 395","Seward","99664"
"Jack","Wilsgard","PO Box 141","Seward","99664"
"Alda","Wing","P O Box 449","Seward",”99664"
"Eino","Wirta","P.O. Box 1453","Seward","99664"
"Darwin","Wood","P.O. Box 1207","Seward","99664"
"James","Woods","P O Box 1733","Seward","99664"
"Questa","Woods","P O Box 1733","Seward","99664"
"Cathryn","Zentmire","P O Box 129","Seward","99664"
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(907) 543-3541
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Date:
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Testifer's name (s):
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(Bet/ieCLegislative Information Office

PO Box 886

Bethsl, Alaska 99559
(907)  543-31541
Fax- 543-3542
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TCN:__ J_ Committee: &&I&
Date:. 3/Wo Bill Number(s):_ ~N/"N2
Subject(s): /19

Please enter my testimony Into the record.

I's name (S): Representing (opt.)

Phone
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CITY OF BETHEL

SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER
P.O. 80X388 « BETHEL ALASKA 09659-0388
807-543-3980/3989

March 28, 2003

Alaska State Legislature
State Affairs - Administration

RE: Elimination of Alaska's Longevity Bonus Program

| would like to add my voice. in opposing the elimination of this particular procﬁ;ram
service to Alaska's senior citizens, In southwestern Alaska, roughl% 98% of the
recipients heavily rely upon this source of monthly Income to pay their living expenses.

This seemingly small amount that the pro?ram pays to our Elders has become a maéo_r
source of income to make their ends meet In their lifestyle needs, And for many Inthis
part of Alaska, there are astronomical costs for groceries, utilities and other monthly
expenses as compared with costs In larger Alaskan cities.

I join the rest of Alaska and rural Alaska to voice mx opEosition to the elimination of the
rogram that benefits Alaska's Pioneers - the rural Alaskans who have lived in their
omelands since before statehood.

| would strongly recommend that the program be changed to remove those senior
citizens who do not rely upon the Longevity Bonus program as a msgor source of income
- for example those who are wealthy enough to live on other sources of Income - and
that this eligibility verification can take place using whatever acceptable means of proof
of Income. = You employ people who can figure out this aspect

Questions? Please feel free to contact me using above Information.

Sincerely,

(Ms) Bing SantamouA Director
Eddie Hoffman Ssoipf center

cc. Boh Herron, City Manager

“Deep Sci Part and Transportation Center of the Kvskokmm™
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A laska State L egislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate state A ffairs committee

committee name

committee on -I1B 117 —Elim inate liongevi®*Yc,? M arch 27, 2003

bill/subject

PLEASE SEE TESTIM ONY
ATTACHED

Signed:__ Jitn Duro5_

Testifier

M yself "

Representing (Optional)

>0 Bo:< 0G7 Kodiak, AK 99615
Address —

907~486~5.15<1

Phone No.
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1strongly oppose Senate Bill 117 proposed by
our Governor to immediately eliminate the
Longevity Bonus Program already being
phased out. Xhave now spent 54 years in
Alaska &nd hope that 1will be able to spend
my remaining days in this beautiful State. |
will always be humbly grateful for those
benefits provided to ine as a Senior Citizen
and especially the Longevity Bonus checks |
receive, that have made it possible for me and
other Seniors to survive the cver-increasing
high cost of living in Alaska. Mostofus who
are aided by the Longevity Bonus will not
live much longer with so many of us now in
our 80s and 90s, making the program extinct
in a few more years. In my opinion our State
will suffer an adverse economy if and when
the Longevity Program ends. |If we elder
Alaskans arc able to remain in Alaska we
will co li/tinilie. to give back very much more
than we reeeive....and thisis the prime reason
that the original Longevity Bonus Program
was conceived. 1 thank you for this
opportunity to express my views.
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LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
P O B O X 1189
R O OM 210 JARVIS OFFICE CENTEHR

DELTA JCcT ., AK 99737

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

TO: FROM:
Senate State Affairs Elizabeth A. Sarver
COMPANY: DATE:

March 28,2003
PAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. OF PACES INCLUDING COVER:
465-**35/7 2
PHONE NUMBER: SENDER'S REFERENCE NUMBER:
(907) 895-4236
HP- YOUR REFERENCE NUMBER:
WRIITRN TESTIMONY (907) 895-5017 fax

NOTES/COMMHNTS:
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enterinto tne record my testimony to the

committee on 63 Vi dated  SYMHtgE.name

bill/subject
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Signed: Jh& c+r
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
/n<p j id~Jcu-dt
Address
(P} fr £V [*3%)
Phone No.



[Fwd: keep the longevity bonus!!]

lof |

Subject: [Fwd: keep the longevity bonus!!]
Date: Mon, 31 Mar 2003 14:46:27 -0900
From: Gary Stevens <Senator_Gary_Stevens@ Legis.state.ak.us>
Organization: Alaska State Legislature
To: Katrina Matheny <Katrina_Matheny@ legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: keep the longevity bonus!!
Date: Mon, 31 Mar 2003 13:47:36 -0900
From: "Cherie Tyler" <tyler_cher@ hotinail.com>
To: senator_gary_stevens@ legis.state.ak.us

VOTE NO. DO NOT ELIMINATE THE LONGEVITY BONUS.

The Alaskan seniors helped create this great state and deserve our support.
The people currently receiving the longevity bonus have made plans based on
the states promise to pay them. The program will eventual phase out without

causing hardship to our seniors.

Murkowski's "it's not fair " rhetoric is ridiculous. Instead of
impoverishing the seniors receiving the bonus, we need to find other ways to
help those that don't qualify for it. It is exceptionally cruel to threaten

the seniors. Murkowski is telling our parents, aunts, uncles and friends
they will be homeless, hungry and/or forced out of Alaska by June 30th of

this year. Don't let this happen. Vote No.

Concerned VOTING Citizen
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Eva Lyn M. Casey
8480 Jewel Lake Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99502
907 243 8530

M arch 29, 2003

Senator John Cowdrey
Member, Senate State A ffairs Committee
Member, Senate Finance Subcommittee

re Governor Re: B ill to Freeze
Eligibility for & Fund
Dear Senator Cowdrey Longevity Program 2004

Please consider the suggestions in my letter and it's
attachments even though |1 am not from your district.

Your remarks during the first committee hearing on SB 117
cause me to believe you would be among those Legislators

most likely to understand that a bill such as that
sugested below would we a humane and rational way to
treat the crisis that looms over all of us truly dependent

on the payments we receive—-and get the Governor and the
Republican m ajority off the hot seat the issue has
created.

Of first importance to the program's present beneficiaries
is, of course, putting funding for the fiscal year that
begins July isty 2003, in place. You have heard a great
deal already on the urgency of seeing that is done.

Next, if the bill makes it possible for those recipients
who, at present, are in circum stances such that they could
opt out of the program withouy loosing eligibility t>0 return
to it later if their circumstances change and finances
deteriorate, you might well create a self-adm inistering

and non-bureaucratic form of practical "means testing."

Such a b ill might even be a vehicle to recreate some of

the bipartisanship so noticabiy lacking so far in this

session where leaders of the M inority have not even been
inside the Governor's office according to statements in
press briefings

As for "trade-offs" HB 11 from Representative Rokeberg
does appear to be a viable incremental step forward in
easing fiscal gap dilemm as.

Very sincerely
cc: Senate and House M ajority
and M inority leaders, Rep. Norman
Rokeberg, Chairs House and Senate
State A ffairs and Finance, and
Governor Murkowski

PS: Please delete or defeat SB 117 and HB 158
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UEGENT MESSAGES TO LEGISLATORS

PLEASE FIND A WAY TO FAST TRACK SOME BILLS TO ASSURE US

THAT WE WILL HAVE THE CHECKS WE RELY UPON COME JULY 1st.

THE ATTACHED PAPERS OFFER SOME OF THE ARGUMENTS TO COUNTER
SB AND HB BILLS AGAIBST THE VITAL LONGEVITY PROGRAM. PLEASE

READ AND CONSIDER THESE COUNTER ARGUMENTS AND THE IDEA FOR

A POSSIBLE BILL

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE RESPONDED TO EARLIER PAPERS

ALSO MEANT FOR PUBLIC TESTIMONY. YOU HELPED KEEP HOPF

ALIVE
E. M. Casey

Pl
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COVER SHEET

(1)

(2)

(3)

Second Open L etter to Governor Murkowski
w ith Addenda, 3 pages

Submitted as Public Testimony for

hearings on SB 117 and HB 158 and

to recommend introduction of a bill
to freeze eligibility for the future
of those who elect to opt out of
the Longevity program and fund it
for fiscal 2004

E. M. Casey, an old voter
.March 28, 2003

Governor Frank Murkowski

Senate and House M ajority and M inority
leaders, President and Speaker

Chairs House and Senate State A ffairs
and Finance com mittees

and Correspondents

To Governor Murkowski, Committee C hairs
and those who did not receive Faxes of
the First Open L etter to the Governor
dated March 24, 2003, a copy of the
corrected letter (4 pages) is attached.

To other recipients of the previous open
letter, the last line of the second

paragraph on page 4 should read:

"income earned in Alaska whether
by residents or non-residents.”

Query? W hat would the cost of the
Longevity Bonus payment program

always stated in 1970's dollars, have
been and be if it had been COLA
protected all these years? B etter to
continue the program at the bargain and
declining expense before we ask for more.

P2
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465 3532 E. M. C asey
8480 Jewel Lake Rd*

Anchorage, AK 99502

FAX TOi 907
2nd OPEN LETTER TO

The Honorable Frank Murkowski March 28, 2003
Governor of the state of Alaska

Juneau, AK Re: Equality & Fairness

Anti SB 117 & HB 158

Dear Governor Murkowski:

People are created equal but this certainly is not true as
they reach retirement ages nor as they become frail or
loose strength, vigor and health.

The generations you seek to penalize by removing their
Longevity Bonus payments are the survivors of the Great
Depression of the 1930's and of World Ward I1. Our lives
and circum stances differ wildly from those later born,
including those such as your generation and those now in
the process of planning their retirement lives, the so-
called "Baby Boomers" who were children of my generation.

A laskans born in 1928 and earlier are the only recipients
who receive $250 per month. The phase-out law cut off
support for anyone born later than 1932 and those born in

that year receive only $100 per month.

Do you understand the difference in ability to cope with
drastic changes induced by loss of even small changes in
income and way of life, not to mention being able to be
among fam iliar surroundings, friends, family if you are

so fortunate as to have them, thateffect the older frailer
seniors. Do you understand how damaging the stress is to

us compared to the effect on the those of younger seniors
that had seven years to take the end of the program into
consideration in making their retirement and residence plans
for the time they would become 65?

If you have listened to any of thepublic testimony of seniors
of all ages, their care-givers, and their organizations

during hearings on HB 158, your eyes have been opened to

the extent of need and reliance upon these payments among

the older seniors

The so-called "safety nets"do not address the problems for
those of us who are not welfare cases, even if our income
exceeds the amounts fin your three-page handouts describing

welfare by even a dollar or two. For instance we must go
on paying Part B of Medicare insurance for ourselves; the
State of Alaska does not pay it for us. Many of us take
responsibility for buying our own M edicare Supplemental
Insurance , any of the five statutory programs with
monthly premiums which we pay. Alaska does not pay them

for us

Page 1
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L etter to Governor Murkowski
M arch 28. 2003

Far from ca-aating equality of hardship by ending the Longevity
payment program, the proposed bills create very unequal and
unfair discrim ination against the oldest of seniors.

Please refer to -he explanation of the difference in the
opportunity to accumulate retirement resources explained in
my first open letter to the Governor dated March 24th.

A useful bill would be one that made it possible for those
now elig. \e beneficiaries to freeze eligility at their own
existing level*but who do not at present need this form of
support®to opt out while their circumstances are good, but
return to being active beneficiaries if and when their
financial burdens increase or their incomes significantly
deteriorate.

To now?this program has been an outstanding one in terms of

the adm inistrative expenses. These expenses are mainly
clerical. Beneficiaries qualify themselves each month by
returning a small form that is part of the stub with each
month's check. Any consideration of making the program

"needs" based should give careful consideration to avoiding
creating a new burgeoning bureaucracy.

The youthful adm inistrators whose knowledge of thejprcgram
appeals' to be lim ited to bottom Iline dollar view a. have
made no analysis of the dollar value to the economy of the
state and to their communities of the receipt and spending
locally of Longevity Bonus Program dollars.

This has never been a welfare program and it should not be
lumped with those necessary but unrelated programs and put
in position of having to compete with their meritorious but
very different missions and goals Hnd growth, not decline.

We arebeing phased out by Mother N ature. we don't need

help from the Governor to speed up the process. Just refer
to the statistics produced by those very young adm inistra-
tors who spoke for the Department of A dministration on the
falling annual expense since the phase out law took effct,'

Very sincerely yours,

Addenda, Page 3 follows
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Page 3

Addenda to 2nd Open L etter to Governor Murkowski
March 28, 2003

Re: Invalidity of the "Original Purpose”™ argument advanced
in seeking to eliminate the existing phase-out form of the

Longevity Bonus program.

The first time the Legislature amended the law now in it's
self-sunsetting phase, the Legislature also amended the
intended and stated purpose of the law to the extent that
it superceded the original language

A ttem pting to use unamended, language., of the 1970's act
is a spurious and mendacious derogation of the work every
subsequent Legislature has put into consideration and
and development of the law as it now exists. I do not
want to believe that the Governor of whom so many have or
had great hopes originated such a viewpoint and policy.

Senior and elder Alaskans are not interehabgeable boxes

on the shelves of a toy shop. We should not be tossed into
a clearance bin just because some more recently received
toys might possibly bring in greater profit to the store.

Young whippersnappers equipped with MBA's and/or degrees

as accountants or statisticians are not equipped to make abrupt
life and well-being changes of drastic impact in the .-lives

of their elders and seniors as if for fungible goods.

The value to the community, statewide or local, of our
contributions, past, present, and future is all too
obviously outside the understanding of those who conceived
of the policy embodied in the two bad bills, SB 117 and
HB 158, and sold to a Governor in search of a means of
easing the notorious fiscal gap.

This addenda to the second open letter | have addressed
to the Governor is written in the respectfull hope that he
w ill take action to delete these too-hastily drafted bills

and substitute more reasonable and humane solutions for
consideration by the Legislature before even more anguish
and stress is inflicted on his: elder citizens their care-

givers and fam ilies.

Very sincerely

ccC: See cover sheet

PS5
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FAX TO: 907 465 3532

OPEN LETTER TO

The Honorable Frank Murkowski
Governor of the State of Alaska
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Governor Murkowski s

You puzzle me. Are you so astute
the Legislative Branch as a whole
need to find ways to redress the
your budgetary proposals? One™or
bravest among the Legislators is
sincerely to introduce a measure
Longevity payment program for 2004
this law that is of vital importance,

defeating the above bad bills.

Or, are you merely very ill-advised

and close assciates who display
realities of life in Alaska? |
just are not fully aware of the
you are causing many elderly to

E. M. Casey
8480 Jewel Lake Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99502
907 243 8530

M arch 24, 2003

HB 158
SB 117

that you have maneuvered
into a position where they
inequities inherent in
hope more,of the

asked most urgently and
restore funding to the

continue in existence
in addition to

by your newly appointed
little wunderstanding of the

like to think that you

stress, distress and fear
endure. We certainly do not

"step up to the plate” to wordlessly give up our one and only

"safety net." You are harming

The only "class clash™ among us
well-paid or pensioned employees

government and the rest of us.

live on but our votes count just

You may not realize, surely

d< not,that those now in their
spent most of our working lives
taxed into the Social Security

accumulated by later generations,
Not only were those that followed
their FICA taxes were much higher.

to higher monthly benefits than

for 50 years but most of that was
wages and low FICA contributions.
never match that of someone even

However, in Alaska there are many
worked hard all their lives with
to accumulate quarters of Social
opportunity to accumulate a million

eggs suffucuent to support them

even before June 30th D day.

the divide between the
of big corporations and
We may have far less to

heavily, old or not.

younger number crunchers
80*s, 90's and more

years when the dollar amount

was much lowerthanthat

including those now 65 to '70;

earning higher salaries

They can or do look forward
we will, ever receive. I worked

under the years of low

My monthly income could

10 years younger.

seniors and elders who
little or no opportinity
Security coverage nor the
or two, much less nest
a world of constantly
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Page 2
Open L etter to Governor Murkowski E. M. Casey
March 24, 2003

rising prices in a state where the substantial difference in

the cost of necessities like food and fuel exist. Check your
own statistic gathering assistants on the differences for a
gallon of milk and a gallon of fuel, or a cartload of groceries
between R ailbelt cities w ith Juneau and towns and villages in
other parts of Alaska. (Part of the reason that a state-w ide

sales tax does not fit in a state where there are many communities
w ith no property tax base and which rely on a local sales ta x
to fund essential local services.)

There may be a few seniors who fill out the form and mail it
back to Juneau each month attesting to eligibity for the next
month’s check who do not need it to maintain them selves. |
suspect that those able to travel freely, those for whom money
is not a constant problem, already have opted nut of the
program even though out-of-state regulations were eased a year

or two ago,

I hope you do realize that is a program that is far more
efficient and inexpensive in adm inistration costs than most

government funded programs. Its expenses are largely clerical.
The money goes into the hands of those that need it and it s
spent locally.’ Local merchants and grocers would miss our

checks when we are left without the money to spend for food
to keep up the nutrition important to heal-tn.

Of course, there are still many who spend most of the monthly
check defraying such frills as paying for Part B of Medicare

and M edicare Supplemental Insurance. If we can no longer manage
to pay our way and have to seek charitable help from the

M edicaid program, in addition to enduring personal investigation
and trying to secure the support of physicians for the change

if we can still obtain the services of physicans who no longer

welcome M edicare-M edigappatients because their reimbursement
schedules from M edicare were cut drastically during the former
adm inistration (the same adm inistration who dumped m ilitary
veterans into M edicare at the same time as part of creating a
surplus!) then we can wait months to find out if Medicaid w ill
accept us— is that your idea of a "safety net?"

I am forcibly.; reminded of the words of the unregenerate
Ebenezer Scrooge who said when asked to help .*7 at Christmas
and refusing, 'rthen let them die and decrease the surplus
population.” Are we not dying off fast enough? ‘ * oo

I believe all of the reasons stated to this point in this
letter were factors in the deal struck between the Legislature
and the senior Alaskans when the phase-out law and promises
were made. That law gave time for those who would be
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M arch 24, 2003

effected protection if they were relying on the program and
time to anticipate the phase-out if they were near retirem ent..
This proposed abrupt, harsh and unreasonable ending of the
premised support does none of those things. Most of us can

no longer just go out and get another job to offset the loss
of the funds that enable us to maintain ourselves.

To many voters,talk of reducing the size, expense and waste
of government meant cutting the number, size, duplication,
and complexity of offices, bureaus, and departments which
make this one of the most regulated states and com plicate

our lives. Now we are told that instead every expenditure

on the people, the actual "state," will be funded if it is of
dollar value bottom Iline to the state— meaning the bureaucracy
of governmenti How many positions and expenditures have been

eliminated in the Executive Branch and it's tentacles?

In private business the owner can govern by edict solely

PO

concerned with protecting his monetary interest if he so chooses.

In a representative government focusing solely on a dollar

value bottom line is at the least inappropriate. Government,
including Republican government, exists to serve the people of
the state. Contending otherwise is a false premise.

Suddenly producing proposed budgetary decisions and changes of
policy as surprises, especially one like this which can only
have a major detrimental effect on the lives of the oldest

and most infirm citizens is akin to the game of uproar

played by children in classrooms to distract attention from
something they have done, or more likely something they

intend to do.

Have you considered folding the duties of Management and
Budget into a department with some connection and duty to
your constituents,. it might help you put a human face on
future proposall&. Dr. fold both bureaus into one more humane

than the present merchandise minded Department of A dministration.

The present budget proposals are pregnant with many
unintended, consequences— to give you a generous benefit
of the doubt. -

There are other means of preventing passing along to later
generations a fiscal problem 20 years or more in the making.

Any flat tax (user's fee) would be inherently inequitable in
A laska w hatever it is called. Of course we should all pay
a user's fee for benefitti.ng from state provided services
but that user's fee must be in proportion to individual
ability to pay. A fter all we report income such as
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Open Letter to Governor MurkowskKi E. M. Casey
March 24, 2003

the dividends we receive from the Permanent Fund as well

as the Longevity payments on form 1040 as part offthe process
of determining the amount of federal users liability we may
owe the federal government. There is no rational

reason not to begin gathering data and considering during
fiscal 2004 what a state services users fee based on a

small percentage of the federal fee should be.

No one means of raising new revenue can instantly cure 20

years or more of fiscal gap creation. Before Prudhoe Bay began
to provide it's largesse, state citizens supported state
services by paying a progressive tax which took account of
ability to pay. Such a user's fee would provide all the
traditional exemptions and deductions that apply to the

federal tax on personal income,a tax or user's fee on all
income earned in Alaska whether by residents ornon-residents.

For 2004, after adjustung various fees abtached to
businesses to make them relevant to the size and economy

of the businesses, a better reasoned decision about the
amount of the CBR draw for 2004 is needed in order to buy
time for you and the Legislature to work together in a
cooperative and bipartisan way to begin giving some stability
to the finances of the state beginning in fiscal 2005.

W hile we wait to see if there is any new source of revenue
in oil and gas, government does have less draconian means
of alleviating problems of the Operating Budget than
discarding it's oldest and most infirm, and generally most
in need of promises kept, as if their contributions ..to
society are worthless. Their knowledge, wisdom, and sicills
supply many of the volunteer services which help to keep
the fabric of our economy and social.services functioning.

W ill you work with the committees and members of the
Legislative Branch, the source of approval for both appro-
ptiations and expenditures, to craft a workable operating
budget, including funding 2004 for the Longevity payments
while you and the Legislators survey to find out why this
most e fficiently run form of assistance is important?

Please excuse me for this form of submitting public testimony
to hearings on the aforesaid two bills. I am too infirm and
immobile to travel to a Legislative O ffice for teleconferences
much less go to Juneau. I cannot afford the means to use
E-mail nor toner cartridges for hard copies. My arthritic
hands and archaic typewriter and a bottle of White-Out are

my means of communication by an old FAX machine— as long as

I can pay the phone b ill.
Very sincerely yours,

cc; See cover sheet



MAR-31-03 MN 02:13 PM  MATU LIO FAX NO 9073766180 P. 02
F<ee 2 Z

A laska State L egislature

Pleass enter Into the record my testimony to the

committee name

* blll/subjecff

Xh*XJl~ ~ o N ow -

JL<y<r ~**Y >SAX~ Cth anv, crif Jitruzn ™Mty erf X&-d2c"
N N 7 — N N S
0&> " ru rf ytr< - o’nrth J) 17~ < V/E. «r2enccot
X t se z*. N
«- tof 07T,
Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

<ocs | WIYr0M& U ostjCZa™ CiZ<x ™ C F O 8ql>gHilqQp
Address” '
3s~7-tJfrd/

Phone No.

9YH5 Lcgjlaiiv* tolotmjtion Ol«o»



MAR-31-03 MIN 02:12 M MATSU L10 FAX NO 9073766180 P. 01

A laska State L egislature

Please enter into the .record'my testimony to the
committee name

| -*& £ET
committep on g t elated 3/arlg3
Jyrf Jd 2)-Z, Ci A
OYX[Ee<A&z2e,
ccr JhUnrl< ~ ' (jY J ki ALYXSidrvy- _~ws JLTCXEXN

yto YCAIN RAX>NEJRY otsyd? Aoy 2erwiArt
(p rtnm &IXT < asnd Y&
NAL dAAYYXTTr ey, *(liakSi dd<> Y - K

Nad-crrt~drj cMIZffyA

] SCy . (Zthjzedim Y '"'m%-7r1 Q%> A cxX X X a Mau.,
J& X Y q dLxxx”® OQalu m
* 1
d X c A A L*a <qgxdv”
Signed: “Mdd&Z.«VW ( eSt'
Testifiei
Representing (Optional)
&°al UYAP., ft20~7~ 79
Adiress V¢
3*%7-<7 SI!

Phone No.

9/d0 lorpjltUv» Infotmalion OIUC'i






A laska State L egislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _
committee name

)Y'J)EJJOd? J//7 S\
%o(gnon%itttee ony o f dated . Y ' x /G
bill/subject

Representing (Optional) rf 7 /) %/
fi1Xfix rfr A f | <XSZ
Address

Phone No.

9/86 Legislative Information Olfice



3/~ A 3
S'riz. /n-pca*vij

SENATOR STEVENS:

| WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS MY FEELINGS ON
THE LONGIVITY BONUS BILL #117.

| KNOW IT WILL BE A BIG LOSS TO A MAJORITY
OF SENIORS.

THE LONGIVITY BONUS IS NOW BEING PHASED
OUT. WE ARE LOOSING OUR RECEIPIENTS
VERY QUICKLY. I WAS CONCERENED SO |
CHECKED THE OBITUARIES IN THE
ANCHORAGE PAPER FOR THREE DAYS AND
FOUND THAT WE HAD LOST TWENTY TWO
THAT WOULD BE ELIGIBLE . THAT WOULD BE
$66,000 FOR JUST THE THREE DAY LOSS. IT
WOULD BE HARD TO FORCAST THE FUTURE
BUT | FEEL THIS COST WOULD BE ELIMINATED
IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE.

MOST OF THE SENIORS RECEIVING THIS
BONUS ARE THE ONES THAT HELPED BUILD
ALASKA.

| DO APPRECIATE WHAT THE STATE HAS DONE
FOR MY HUSBAND AND ME. THAT IS WHY WE
ARE STILL IN ALASKA. WE HAVE BEEN HERE 45

YEARS.

THANK YOU

£877-5" <fm &g/
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DATE:
TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
PO Box 1189

(Room 210, Jarvis Office Center)
Delta Jet.,, AK 99737

Phone: 895-4236 Fax: 895-5017

MEMORANDUM

March 27, 2003
Senate State Affairs

Elizabeth A. Sarver
Legislative Information Officer

Testimony for Senate State Affairs Committee Hearing

Please accept the enclosed original of written testimony for the Senate State
Affairs committee hearing that was scheduled for 03/27/03.

Copies of this testimony were transmitted by fax on 03/27/03

Thank you.

Enclosures:

9
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' committee name
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MA~> o0 AJISZXINU —

n ft-00
£d1ZAMud~ {Juls >TYyraru>Jdr ybur-JL- G A >0y
~NOA a X  to
w .o _ Jletl .. fyic™MJU.pth ry-4ocU & -
n tto ftyju-~yt,e~sto
rCeVu-Aux- < to  JWSXPC, XXUUAM sovvara Xn-dL- < Th X §7§*-*
'‘MXJLs FCSU-SLCADAD jovorun «iv om vy £jx-vO_ CUlajsjprn
"tA 0T & XM -2S
TXasP ~Xs 2 " T XiaA ccr-otwr T W A
Ap - <27v 4 FX«A . K-vilp 5
(-CA [Xo-oA-""OP
Signed: foXy/ll, A Naal XTIX,
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

rfw 'P

Phone No, n y 7 N -

cle-i



A laska State L egislature
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committee on B (i1'J dated__Xx /farr/es
bill/subject
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Please enter into the record my testimony to

s
committee on I'7 LonCieVi h dated

bill/subject '
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a committee name
committee on 11l LOfIfiZVi h fenifs dated B6/NT1ES3

bin/subject
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Please enter into the record my testimony to theAS”~na-fr S~h{4” /4~tfe( ICK

eft IlIn i i committee name
committee on /11 LOrtgeVih dated 3/=27/£3
bill/subject !
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Please enter into the record my testimony to thevSc/1 S~hd'-C IC\
eft lie i i comm ittee name
committee on &P 11l LOrt0eVi h feniis. dated 3/77 A93
bill/subject '
Signed:
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Representing (O ptional)

Address
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the Sej2ad”™ YS-hcfe /4'Pfejre
committee name
com mittee oil 111 ,dated *3/c3-~7 /iQ 3

bill/subject
3 drut
dSrL-ch ACCAZ. lie K-
Signed: (JY~ct 2Ctt t /1
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
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Jj& si *V f
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Please enter into the record my testimony to thev7c/1~-/r S-f'A'ixL JH'ffq Irn

eft ile i i committee name
committee on Qre> 111 LongeVi h PfirtiR dated 3/c27/£>3

bill/subject '
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Signed:
Testifier
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A laska State L egislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the ------------- -=-------

Committee on  ---- -
To: Senate Rearing on Longevity Bonus
March 25, 2003
Please regard this issue us -adisaster to many seniors ifthis bonus check is taken away
fromthem There are many ofus inthe same category older seniors with more health
Issues, higher medical and prescription drug bills, higher gas, heating oil and electrical
prices and at a point in our lives with no chance of earing money to keep up with
monthly bills. Also-ooiw;der that we all spend this moncyhete at home, the money
circulates herein Alaska If cuts-needto be made consider cutting fromthase onthe
highest scale of incomes and benefits, not those on the lowest income level.
Thanks for your time and support the seniors longivity programas we depend on it.
Fern Chamberlin
Box 109
Sterling, AE 99672

Phone 907-262-4193

Signed: Avi- (YUL'SIA-

Tealifter
Representing (optional)

Address

Phone number
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A laska State L egislature

Sew/fc-T& <Srme

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
7 committee name”

8sm
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
biu#/subject
Do not pass this bill, Seniors depend on this income

to pay our high medical, heating and other monthly bills.

8+tp& j u ZL 1E5KL
Address

Phone nunmber

swd y3iN3o as DNiiaais

EB0E29SZ.06 00:gi EO00S/S3/EO



A laska State L egislature

W<Y/I<AT2 cArnrt; &
please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
v ' . commute® name
Ssin m

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
(QUT#Histbject

With rising costs of medical costs and prescription drugs,

as well as heat, electric bill seniors depend on this bonus
check to meet our monthly expenses. How will we pay tern without
this income that we depend on?

Signed:

Representing (optional)

Aadren
9Cy - <%2- 273/

Phone number
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A laska State L egislature

SZAIA-Tg SrtyTt: /IpfcU&i

please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
. conmttee narao
S3H i
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
™ biil#fiufeject

Signed:
Teatiffor

Representing (optional)

3?>3g0 GcEqj</{
xJdrcss *

pr.o - 22¢£z
Phone number
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d31N3D dS DNIIdSIS
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A laska State L egislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
§)6,| n~ .commute  nae -~

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
tifll* /subject™ ~*T

¢ f£ s-rM N Q jh\

Signed: w _. . -NZ kz.l
Teitifler

Representing (optional)

* 6 & '7S'-K &
Phone number



A laska S tate L egislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus , dated 3-27-03
bill # / subject public hearing date

With rising costs of medical costs and prescription drugs.

AVLW! * aS ~eat' electric bill seniors depend on this bonus
i* A ™ NOLD * : .
Eﬂﬁs incomgethAtrwrgod}éBéXdeéRi?nses' How will we pay tem without
Signed:
Tejtifler 1/

Representing (optionel)

/20 0 x 7N SiLDOOaf-kk" 9 f& f
AddTMbB
<] ~ 3/

Phone number



A laska S tate L egislatu

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus , dated 3-27-03
bill #/ subject public hearing date

Seniors depend on this income

pay our high medical, heating and other monthly bills.

Signed:

Representting (Optforsl)
2/>. S'ft-nrf///?- A(c-

ddres*

%(>7— 173/

Phone number

r

€
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A laska State L egislature

S&nlA-ii? ¢ W

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
. coronTticenane
-SI3HI
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill #/ subject
-C ffttt SEsS< & rt d& fc& Z UE 2

Jfce L fi/lvjevitfy StsAMS-

Signed:

Representing (optiordl)

$7E eii*{ & ~J$Z *£cuicfiJ& z 'f'fAFZ.

Q9ov-242 e
Phone number

T0 39vd Y3IN30 as ONIL331S EOBEESSZ06  00:91 EO0S/9S/EO



Please enter into the record my testimony to fte _ .

B. . - .nm .
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonos, dated
fciU» /eu”eciT "* VW
Testifier
Hepowenting. (optional)
Phone number
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1M 0 fIART4"20U3 FRIE 12:01 PH KENAL LIO FAX NO. 907 283 3075 P. 02/03

A laska State L egislature

S b
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
.conmittee rare
§6 in
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill#) subject
"The Le/lfev'iTy Voajus I's Vijey tinyeA
Atd) tNeo<wcs&Efy foA My & ti) nyseCf*

To be ftbLe To ma'iTTaim au-G /jeusshetj
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Testifier T
Representing (optional)
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Address
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A laska State L egislature

§£iifrre

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
.committee name
S56m

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
(TIVEANTT V(S QE— :

JZ >eflc- |IC- '‘Seniors  Should. e*/[[[<*E
J/iC J-ofytis/ly t hec/CS -& s/~
-li-em Cpunh thiX S M [¢'*<
Representing (optional)
-A SoJ</0/ti4 . fiM
Address
Phone number
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A laska State L egislature

ATA-TE.
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
ooilKfluttee y&me
M In
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, d ate d
"pill#) subject —
>
* "M >N *9:s: A " A
Signed:
Tettlder
Representing (optional)
>29.Up, 1£2.,m £2& 22%,
" Andrew
Phone number
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Pfe-fi
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A laska State L egislature

SIM¥TE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
.conmttee ree
s&MS -

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
Wii#/»wj«ct

cP gSsfclL.

Signed: c. 3-ao
Tcitifier  Jj

Representing (optional)

Phone number

r.o<.
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kw
A laska State L egislature
shufrnz STrL -ApeAly]
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
committee naime
56 H

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill#/subject  -------------

Signed:
TeAifier

Representing (optional)

(24, 22£ 72 -

CMX Vel

Phone number

61 39vd d3iN30 as SNinasis E88EZ9Z/.06 00:si EO03Z/S2/EQ
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A laska State L egislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs _
_ .conmmitecnanc
S6ill
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
TIOTIUBj i
4+C 0*1 dr*nf  gire dtlo t#*Jo**'/- B fitg-
[totflsXf C T A ftRr gy the
c/<ihVo«/ <,j ™
e+ o ml Aff) fy* AdA,
Testifier

Representing (optional)
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Phone number
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A laska State L egislature

AEAJATIE! -[XX-yxM

Please enter into the record my testimony to die _ _ _ _ _ House State Affairs

.conmttee nane
§6H 7
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
Kll#/subject  ~ ~

f>jetted = ~ 7 » aj»Ji
fV Xfrfe hfrpdih Ip S M aley '
fy & & X vé& , n h e ip ~fy fne

Signed: A
tier
Representing (optional)
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A laska State L egislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
committee name

£6/17
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill#/subject

duvishpn

ryrdeM AM0,0dz 7 a
X X ¢z Nty A
"i& o* A
PIJIA ILT
Signed:
Testifier

Representing (optional)

Address

Phone number
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A laska State L egislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
committee name
SSm

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill# / subject

+fuo0 &

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (optional)

e @ K Z o/7C3~~
N -5~/S'7

Phone number
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A laska State L egislature

AVt -§=mr2T -/Ippfy&l
Please enter into the record my testimony to die House State Affairs
commitleananme
Skm

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill# /subject

*fLA-r%S*S ' — f

Signed: ] A /<
Testifier '

Representing (optioral)
PA-?7E AL

ife'r\x.C>S"'" 7 7SA
Phone number

01 39wd



Please enter Into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
.oothmtitMiume

86.111" o
Comxnitteaon HB 158 BUminate Longevity Bonn*, dated
“ *WE7»ur«wT" ‘rr*oe
'£457- B/<2er
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Signed:
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crROATS Sm-TV

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _ House State Affairs
‘ commute nane

Committee on HB 158 Elimina}e l.ongevity Bonus, dated
------------ bill # Y UDJECT ==

1c |

Strl

Signed: oV f Q  » c jg.d A
Testifier |

Representing (optiorel)
DL Y& AJ AC ley~(\i CJ

Adaat . — — Yy pw N
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A laska State L egislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ... House Stale Affairs

.committee nane

36 In

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonu”s, dated .-

Signed:

39vd

“elUT/ subject”

i «

March 24, 2003
Mr. Mike Chenault.:

As our reprasentive::I'm asking you to really look
seriously at taking our longivity Check. I'm 75 years
old and unable to work. I'm seperated from my husband

who contributes nothing to my living as he is on a very

low f

fixed' income also. How Come it is always pick on the poor to

do the cutting. | pay my rent with that check and live on
$228.00 SS Check. How about the Government live like we have,
lets cut them down to our size.l have lived here 34yrs and<’
spend all I £et in Alaska.

hope you take a godd look at the Problem.

Laura Steger/

A

Testifier
J'X|
Rtpr]Sng(OpﬂcaD AANCFTA

8 * x fnj?2s

Address Q

- Ate-

Phone number
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A laska State L egislature

V-rE c8rWIrIS /j,

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
.committee name
S&H'I
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated - om—
bill #/ subject
A 2 ACAN-JL

[yyirry™Ji XL,

Signed: (f 0-A ft oOL ( / aJLJL**
Testifier /

Representing (optional)
3 t(* fZ> 71. kK~ jJL ™~ A (j .S ™M JU A /C f~

Address 0

Phone number
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A laska State L egislature

SteA\A-rE /[I'PFAIES
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
. .oonittee nae
86 In
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated .
bill#/subject T
%

Signed: )

Testifier

Representing (optional)

& k2
Phone nunoer
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Please enterinto the record my testimony to the Mkt State Affairs - By
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Sh.m \
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, datod =
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* A ' T y
73 ath w A & ke tofijfvty, i
e
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wW -1
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. LV flt
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fiKF" «
9}.15*‘
vif.* &
Signed:
Testifier |
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the Howe State Affairs
commiusa iwrae

m S etfj
Committee on HB 156 BUndaete| ongevity Bonne. dtted
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w.tf,

Twitifier

Representing. (optional)
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A laska S tate L egislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117/ Eliminating the Longevity Bonus Program Date, March 27, 2003
bill #/ subject

I would like to go on the record in OPPOSITION to SB 117.

I am a 50 plus year resident of Alaska that will never benefit from the Longevity
Bonus Program. | know a few people that do qualify, but unfortunately for Alaska,

they are becoming less in number with the passing of every year.

Governor Murkowski could have chosen to let our honored seniors (and the
Longevity Bonus Program) "go silently into the night'. Instead Governor
Murkowski is showing favor to the bureaucrats, his coiporate supporters, and

others at the money trough, who in many cases contributed NOTHING toward

opening up Alaska as America's last frontier.

SB 117 may provide a short term fix to the over spending problem created and
perpetuated by the legislature and administration. It will not amount to a hill of
beans in a few short years if the real fiscal problem is not addressed. There is not
enough personal wealth in Alaska to completely replace the lost revenue as the

north slope oil fields continue their inevitable production decline.



Signed:

SB 117 will offset a small amount of the lost oil revenues, but puts financial
hardship directly on the backs of Alaskan Pioneers, many of which are on a fixed
income. Shame on Governor Murkowski for even proposing such a cruel and

inconsiderate measure in the first place, and shame on anyone who votes to support

it.

Vote NO on SB 117, because it’s the right thing to do!

Thank you.

Mike McBride
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

PO Box 6; Kenai, Alaska; 99611-0006

Address
907/776-5444

Phone number
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Thank you Chairman Stevens and Senate State Affairs Committee for the opportunity to
address you on “An Act Eliminating the Longevity Bonus Program”. | would like to start
by observing that the Commissioner of Administration’s testimony on the issue was pure
tailings up the stack and into the pond. Utter transparency in the Administration’s effort
to cut out the expenditure. His statement that the original intent of the Legislature is no
longer valid, is perhaps partially correct. My question on that point; how many of the
18,000 seniors currently receiving the bonus were present during the years prior to
Statehood in 1959? | am one and acquainted with many others throughout the State.
Secondly, his statement that on elimination of the program the State will provide welfare
benefits for some of us on a “needs basis” is an insult. Should the program be
eliminating, Delores and | would have to seriously consider moving to a more cost

effective location.

It is apparent that the Governor and his proponents on the issue consider the Alaskan
seniors as a “sin tax”, an easy hit to implement their budgetary goals, similar to the
tobacco products, alcoholic beverages and games of skill and chance that are frequent
targets. Contrarily, | believe we are deserving of the bonus and continue to be as
approved by the legislature back in 1972. My financial situation, similar to many
receiving the bonus, is simply that its elimination will reduce annual incomes from 10%
to 30%. Additionally, it’s my guess that those recipients in outlying areas will be affected

to an even greater degree.

I do not support this measure and strongly suggest you resolve the subsistence issue
should you approve it.

The State Administrations policy ref: the L.B.P. is not unlike the Veterans
Administration’s policy regarding Veterans’ Benefits. To partially offset the savings
achieved by the elimination of this program | suggest the following: an income tax on
nonresidents of the State. These “pilgrims” work in Alaska, make no contributions to our
economy, but rather take and spend their earnings outside. Their tax payments are made
to the state of residence rather than to Alaska.

Sincerely,

Bob Harrison

PO Box 7414
Nikiski, AK 99635
776-5339
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35671 Kenai Spur Hwy
Soldotna, AK 99669
March 27, 2003

Alaska State Legislature
'Longevity Bonus Plan'

To Whom Concerned:

I feel that to discontinue this plan would be a great
mistake. For many elderly people, this would be a financial
hardship. | also feel this would create a much larger drain

on the 'States Medical Assistance' funds.

In the last couple years the financial cost of this program,

through natural attrition, has declined appreciably. So, why
place an additional hardship on people by eliminating a program
that will soon discontinue through natural attrition?

Respectfully Yours

C. R. Morrison Jr.
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the $ErA
committee name

Committee on N T N dated
bill #/ subject

I strongly oppose passage of SB 117. This Longevity Bonus Program is well needed by

those of us least able to support ourselves because of age and ability to work and care for
ourselves. This program is going to sunset out. | believe other areas in state spending can
be cut, such as over spending in the size of government and grants that might be cut and

unneeded. The Longevity Bonus is needed by those who receive it.

| am over 71 years old and get $100 per month. | have been a resident since 1957, before
statehood. | believe the state would need to increase welfare for those if this program is
discontinued. The savings for the state, | believe, would be minimal. I believe there
would do more than good when everything is said and done.

Obituaries are daily and inform us of reducing the cost of this program.

Thank you.
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the amount a* thia

To cut this program or redtnes
Xt ia

is j}st another TAX to a select group!

time
is self limiting,We old-timers

not needed. The program

will soon be dead and gone-.

IT you want to save the state money than do as any la."ge

company or ooporation doesji Us$ a peroentage;cut

i.e. ALL DEPARTMENTS CUT., At lest 10 tfr& h year

until the out-go and in-flow are equal.

There is NO department that cannot re-adjust..
There are NO SACKED COWS.

Signed: R,w» BOGARD

Testifier

MANY OLDJTIMERS OF ALASKA

Representing (optional)

Box 1404 Sterling,ak 99672

Address
907-262-4985

Phone number

01
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B onus furor

Plan to eliminate Longevity
Bonus raises questions, ire

3y DAVID WASHBURN ___
Sior Wi

Jim Kohn says he remembers very clearly
standing before several hundred seniors in Valdez
at a Pioneers of Alaska convention in the early
1990s. Kohn was head of the Longevity Bonus
program and he was discussing the phase-out
plan Gov. Walter Hickel was pushing through at
the lime.

One lady in the audience grilled him particu-
larly hard about the phase-out. saying she feared
it wasjust the firststep toward a total elimination
ofthe Bonus.

"She was very concerned that the legislature
could atany lime in the future change their mind."
he recalls.

InFebruary. Kohn retired from the post he held
for 10 years as head of the Division of Alaska
Longevity Programs. Talking by phone from his
home, lie said he remembers telling the woman
that it was true that a future legislature could
decide to eliminate the Bonus program, that the
legislature at that time could not legally bind a
future legislature from doing so.

Most people understood there was no com-
plete guarantee, but there was also no shortage of
reassuring rhetoric, he says. "There was no
absolute promise made, but there were many
legislators who said at the time that they fell this
would be their final word (on the Bonus)."

It wasn't. In a speech outlining his fiscal
budget and investment plan on March 5. Gov.
Frank Murkowski shocked many around the state
when he said his plan includes the elimination of
the Longevity Bon

The program nas "outlived its usefulness,”
Murkowski said, and by cutting it, the state could
save S47 million next year.

"Elimination of this program will allow state
funds to be redirected to primary services of
education, public safety and safe transportation
systems-services that benefitseniors as well as
other Alaskans," Murkowski said. He added,
“We will not abandon our seniors. We have
sufficientsafety nets through otherprograms that

Duingan AAPchepter meeti

right, askedattenceeswhovol

and Stout said, "Sonetines,
1Mpecpl

Ail, 2008

Amy Hartley/Senior Voice

IVirch 17t the Anchorage Senior Center, Chgpter Presicent Peg Stout,
y intheircommunity toraise their hends. Amnrs shot upacross theroom
lejust think about hovmuchve take, Mk L
letumed out (ar the meeting, firing queestions and commrents

they aould think about how

muchweare gving, too."” Mire
ataMrlm&%\g&li nember over thegovernor's proposal todlimirete the Longevity Bons.

I intend to maintain. Wc will protect people in
need."

The Bonus elimination iscontained in House
Bill 15S and companion Senate Bill 117. and
legislators are giving the bills serious consider-
ation.

Speaking out
Outcry over Murkowski's proposal was im-
mediate and loud. Senior centers and other se

nior service agencies warned that without their
monthly bonus check of $250. $20'). SI.50 or
S100 (depending on when thej entered the pro-
gram). many older Alaskans will face serious
hardships.

"I’ve had numerous calls ever since it was
publicized, and a lotof people arc very concerned,
particularly the low-incoinc and those who are in
long-term care," said Peggy Burgin, a member of

page 23 plt'iisc



OPINION

No stranger to Alaska, or serving seniors

il is my pleasure to be serving as
thenswexccutivedircctorofOPAG.
| am eager to use my skills and
knowledge of non-profit adminis-
tration to help foster the growth and
development of this long-standing
senioradvocacy agency. Ithink the
future success of this agency will
depend upon the teamwork and co-
operation of all concerned Board
members, staff, and volunteers.
While we advocate on behalf of
seniors, continue to publish the
awarding winning Senior Voice, as
well as the Directory forOlder Alas-
kans, a guide to senior services
throughout Alaska.

I am not a stranger to Alaska. My
wife, Dawnia, and | have lived in
Anchorage for the past 23 years.
Two of the youngest of our three
children graduated from Service

RayClements

High School. Over the years 1have
had the opportunity to visitand work
with many Alaskans throughout our
state in such places as Bethel,
Dillingham. English Bay. Port Gra-
ham, Wainwright, Barrow,
Anaktuvuk Pass, Anchor Point,
Seldovia. Soldotna. Kenai, Homer.
Nuiqgsut, Beaver, Upper Kulskag,

Study graded Alaska’s

The December 2002 issue of the
Senior Voice had an article entitled,
"Stale flunks on End-of-life care.”
based on a nation wide survey. Af-
ter reviewing the November 2002
study, we believe that Alaska was
not fairly scored on several items.
This study is called Mains to a
Heller End: A Report on Dying in
America Today. The survey, con-
ducted by the end-of-life care advo-
cacy organization Last Acts, gave
Alaska the lowest possible grade of
“E"on five measures.

Wc believe Alaska isaddressing the
issues of end-of-life care -just not the
way the Lower 48 does. Let’s review
the measures used tograde Alaskaand
Pinrifv NN wes rin it in- Akiskil.

throughout the state arc required to
offer living wills and durable power
of attorneys. Chief Andrew lIsaac
Health Center (CAIHC) has a pro-
gram for offering assistance with
any of these advance directives
forms. Alaska Legal Services isalso
available to provide forms. CAIHC
physicians also have the Comfort
One Program for anyone who is
terminally ill.

The second "E" measure is for
Hospice use in Alaska. According
to Last Acts, only 5 percentofpeople
over 65 who died in Alaska used
Hospice in the last year of life. Last
Acts only used Medicare-certified
llospiee services in theirstudy.The
state of Alaska has ten (10)1 losDicc

Savoonga. Emmonak. Sitka, Juneau
and Fairbanks,

More importantly. | have a clear
and growing understanding of the
health, social, and economic needs
of seniors. My mother. Emily, as of
April 2, 2003, is 95 years young.
She has lived at Chugiak View
Apartments for 47 years, and more
recently hasbeen aresidentofProvi-
dence Horizon House, where she
enjoys the wonderful cheerful sur-
roundings and helpful staffin this
very fine assisted living facility.

Over the past 22 years, 1 have
been a volunteer for the National
SeniorService Corps, FosterGrand-
parcnt and Senior Companion Pro-
grams, while my wife. Dawnia
Clements, has served as its State
wide executive director.

My mission is to help protect and

enhance the welfare of seniors
throughout the State of Alaska, and
to help promote and sustain their
quality of life in their later years.
Working together with other.senior
service agencies and groups, such
as the Senior Advocacy Coalition,
we will keep Alaska aware of the
great resource it has in its older
population and the issues they face
while aging in our great slate.

My doorat OPAG is always open.
Stop by and see me. or e-mail, call,
write, or fax. Our Anchorage address
is325 E. Third Ave., Ste. 300: phone
276-1059 or (toll free) 800-478-
1059); e-mail execdiropagt&’gci.nct.
Our Web site is at www.opagak.org.

Stay healthy and young in spirit!

Ray Clements, PhD
Older Persons Action Group
Executive Director

end-of-life care unfairly

cian certified by the American Board
of Hospice and Palliative Medi-
cine, and six nurses by the Hospice
and Palliative Nursing Association.
Although these numbers are low, all
physicians and nurses are able to
provide comfort care to terminally
ill persons at the end of life. CAIHC
has asetof Comfort Care Orders for
insuring that all areas are covered
when a person is discharged from
the hospital or returns heme to the
village to die.

The fourth “E" measure is for state
pain policies. Last Actssays Alaska’s
pain policies create barriers to good
pain management. Fairbanks Memo-
Hospital. Denali Center and

.ontrol poli-
iLegislature
.and regula-
rescriptions.
nat this has
dan for pain
ill.
iis hospital
s. Last Acts
i offer low
liative care
percent of
lanagcment

rial

irsodl @)
thyoldole?

programs, (i percent have Hospice
programs and 18 percent have pal-
liative care programs. These per-
centages are based on the 16 hospi-
tals in Alaska. Itis aJoint Commis-
sion Accreditation for Hospital
Organization (JCA110) requirement
for pain control scales in all hospi-
tals. CAIHC has pain scales in use
for visits to the clinic.

The Last Acts study is obviously
needed to support the issues sur-
rounding end-of-life. We do ac-
knowledge that there is lots of room
forimprovement in Alaska on end-
of-life issues. It is most unfortunate
that the surveyors for this study did
not more accurately give a true pic-
ture of life and death in Alaska.

Charlotte M. Davis, UN FUN,
Chief Andrew Isaac Health Center

Elders Program

Lisa Richard, RN PUN,

Chief Andrew Isuac Health Center
Rural Home Care program

Editor's note: Wc were not
able to print this article in its
entirety due to space constraints.
We will print the rest in afollow-
I/n in next mnnfli * rreii/i
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