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Subj: Longevity Bonus cutbacks

Date: 3/25/2003 8:59:42 AM Alaskan Standard Time
From: marherbst7

To: Senator Robin Taylor@leqis.state.ak.us

lam 82 years old and have lived in Alaska without interruption since 1966. lalso worked without interruption from
that time to my retirement in 1987. Now I count on the $250 longevity bonus per month to pick up a large part of

my living expenses. My life would be severely handicapped without it.

And lurge you to continue it IN ITS PRESENT form. Itis a self-destructing measure as you know. Every time an
elder dies, the burden on the state is reduced. And because itis now received by only the most elderly (whose
needs grow even faster than their number of years do) it cannot be burned alive as so coldly and irresponsibly the

present administration is planning to do to it

From both an economic boon to the state in that almost all of that money is turned back into disposable income
here in Alaska, and the human factor to deny the most helpless their promised aid in their last years shows a
remarkable lack of real concern by our "Law Makers"

Marvin E. Herbst

3066 Telequana Dr. Apt4

Anchorage AK 99517

Tuesday, March 25,2003 America Online: marherbst?7
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Senator Robin Taylor March 24,2003

Senator Hollis French
Representative Ethan Berkow itz

Dear Legislators:

In response to your letterin regard to the proposed elimination of the
Longevity Bonus, thank you for contacting us. | have been reading the
comments in letters and the mostrecent in today's Anchorage Daily
News, the Compass PointofView, by Governor Murkowski, and feelitis
truly time to speak outon this matter. The headline stating the "Longevity
bonus creates class clash” truly upsets me. Iam sorry thatallseniors who
were true pioneerswere not priveleged to get this bonus, because the
intentofthe program was distorted when everyone who lived in Alaska for
one yearand had reached the age ofsixty-five were allowed to apply.
However, those who did qualify and receive the monthly check should
continue to gelituntil they pass on.

Asyou pointout, people on fixed income (and mostofus have
no possible way to go back to work to make up the loss) have
depended on that money in taking care ofour monthly expenses.

Some ofuswho were fortunate enough to have a moderate state
pension orotherincome could,as the governordemands, "tighten
ourbelt"and contribute to the state's financialemergency. Others,
who also contributed their time and efforts over the years to building
this great state, do nothave more than anominal social security
check to depend on and would be forced to go on welfare or leave the
state and / or fall back on family forsupport if the bonus check were
suspended.

Those of uswho grew up in the "GreatDepression” and ,in some cases,
struggled through difficult financial times here in Alaska during the 60°'s
and 70's, as the large companies pursued theirmonopolies (for instance
the pulp mills in Southeast) know whatitis like to live on subsistance and
make do with the bare necessities, refusing to go on welfare and by the
grace of God, surviving untiljobs opened up. Wcdid whatw, could within
ourcommunities to contribute to the welfare of all, through school
activities and working to getindustry and jobs for the small and
backwoods areas. ldo notthink continuing to receive one's monthly
Longevity Bonus check should be puton a basisof income, orin other
words, the indignity of making a welfare program outofit. Thosewho
were fortunate enough to getinto the program should nothbe deprived of
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that to make them even with those who reached 65 after the deadline was
changed forentry. Thatisthe "luck ofthe draw", and should be accepted.

Truly, people in the higherincome brackets and those who have lived
with wealth all theirlives, cannotcomprehend whatit means to have
barely enough income to provide food, clothing and shelter. If they are
looking outto bereally fair to society in general, they would be pushing
foragraduated income tax, so thatthe people who have the mostwould
pay the mosttoward keeping our state government financially stable.
Those people have received the greatestbenefits and would notbhe
deprived oftheirvacations,numerous dwellings, cars, and other priveleges
even if they were paying a higherrree of tax than the less well off.
Likewise, those who are struggling to take care of themselves in their old
age,aswellas people with families and working for minimum wage, should
not be facing school tax, user fees, and increased rates for licenses that
ourGovernor has proposed as fairfor all concerned.

We came to Alaskain 1957, and operated alogging company that
gaveemploymenttoas many as ten people, some with families who were
there with them. We spent8 years on Tuxekan Island, before moving to
Craig, in 1965, which is stillhome to us tho, for medical reasons, we have
spent the last 4 years mostly in Anchorage because of the inadequate
medical facilities on Prince of Wales Island. We are fortunate to have two
sons,who grew up in Alaska and continue to live here, and give us the
mcrilsupportwe need as we travel the restricted seniorroad ofthe
Elderly Eighties. We have much to be grateful for and feel blessed to have
been able to be Alaskans, a goalwe both had as teen agers back in the
1930's.  This state isnoted for itsindependentcitizens, people who came
here looking foradventure and to make their fortune, and ending up just
living here because they loved itand wanted to stay. Why should the old
timers be penalized at this time in life? There are otherways ofsolving
the problem.

Thankyou forasking forouropinion and listening to whatwe have to say.

Sincerely.

Elizabeth and Albert Dennis
1227 W. 12th Ave
Anchorage, AK, 99501
(907) 258-0133
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04/01/03 TUE 11:12 FAX 9075673968

NINILCHIK SENIOR CENTER

VeV or
-T.
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Please enterinto the record my testimony to the msenate state' A ffairs

committee name
] SB in
Committee on Eliminating Longevity Bonus v dated March 27. 2003 0.3:30 PM
UJ#/subject public heating dace

Signed:

Message and signatures have been placed on the back

Senior-Cltl2eus at-the Niniltfhik Senior, (lenter on-March ?6rh. 2003
Testifier

Representing (optional)

Ninllchik Senior Cneter, FO Box 39422. NliInllchlkr ftKk ?79639-0472
Address

907-567-3988
Phone number

r

e

@901



04/01/03 TUE 11:12 FAX 8075673968 NINILCHIK SENIOR CENTER @002

March 26,2003

Governor Murkowski
Juneau, Alaska

WE members of the Ninilchik, Alaska Senior Center on behalf of our fellow
Seniors living on the Kenai Peninsula, strongly encourage Governor
Murkowski to endorse continuing the Longevity fund. Bw 2015 the Seniors
eligible for the fund will have dwindled to perhaps a few sturdy
pioneers. Denying Seniors this help amounts to an Income Tax of up

to 10% on our neediest folks. Please remember that almost every penny of
this fund is returned to the Alaska economy.

Sincerely,

~]?IU faw d-A ,
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the state Affairs
committee name
Committee on  SB 117 , dated March 27, 2003
"BiUTfY subject public hearing date™

| The Longevity Bonus has become an integral, life-saving part oflow and middle income seniors’ budget.
I The seniors receiving Longevity checks are depending on the bit o f extra dollars each month to buy

. prescriptions pay utility bills or buy groceries.
; Most seniors who are currently receiving the Longevity Bonus need and strongly depend on the Longevity
Bonus for basic necessities. Many o fthem do qualify for some Medicaid assistance. Some have refused

| ‘welfare* and struggle to keep going with what they have. Without the Longevity Bonus, most ofthe seniors
who receive services at the Ninilchik Senior Centerwould have to seek financial assistance elsewhere, or

have to be supported by family.

Medicaid and Medicare do provide a ghost o fa safety net but they do NOT provide what is necessary for
life. Medicaid and Medicare provide only SOME of life’s necessities. They do not even provide adequately
for all medical needs.

Therefore, the Ninilchik Senior Center members strongly recommend that the Longevity Bonus remain in
place as it is, and be terminated by attrition.

Signed:
Ninilchik Senior Citizens, Inc.
Representing (optional)

N inilchik Senior Citizens. Inc.. PO Box 39422. Ninilchik. AK qg63q-n&27._

AddfeSs

907-567-3988
Phone numt«r
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

, dated 3" 2 7 @)~
bif/#7subi« public hearing date

me [fTAVRI.* -

YEm

The longevity program was originally started as aprogram to keep Alaska Seniors in
Alaska, Many Alaska Seniors use this money to pay for what medicines they use and
other living expenses, Soit is returned to the Alaska economy and the money does
remain in Alaska, Many o fthe seniors feel they deserve this program to keep them here
in Alaska. Ifthis program is revoked many seniors will move elsewhere where the daily
needs are less expensive.

Testifier

Representing (optional)
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NINILCHIK SENIOR CENTER
Transmittal Fax Sheet
POB 39422
Ninilchik Alaska 99639-0422
Telephone: (907)567-3988
Fax: (907) 567-3968
seniors@ pti2l2ska.net

To: From:

F aX T Pages: Lo Z N
c.C. Date: C

Subjec
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Subject:.
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NINILCHIK SENIOR CENTER
Transmittal Fax Sheet
POB 39422
Ninilchik Alaska 99639-0422
Telephone: (907) 567-3988
Fax: (907) 567-3968
senlors@ ptialaska.net

From:
Pages:

Date:
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Regarding Senate Bill ii7.

My wife is 73 and | am 83. We both have had Bypass surgery. Our
perscriptions every month are over $600.00.0ur combined Social Security
and Longevity puts us over the maximum for Medicade.If this bill passes we
may or may not be eligible for Medicaid . We are getting $450.00 now. With
out Longevity there is no way we can afford our perscriptions.

Thanking you for fighting against this Bill.

Sincerely,

Allen J. Kramer
R. Marie Kramer
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the SynQ7& A
committee name

committee on -S/7 / /7 7 tdatGd 3N, Z*9£J.
bill/subject
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Representing (Optional)
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the ~no .'/r. SUsJfJ/O a
committee name

committee on — '/l 1 , dated 7 — 03
bill/subject
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Testifier
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Representing (Optional)
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Hi I am William Church 4/3/2003
| have been in Alaska since 1935-------- 1am 70 years old.

THave spent all of my life in Alaska.

Most of my life Thave heard the statement, from real OLD
‘limers, We stayed because we never had the money to
leave. In most cases this was a big joke; they loved Alaska.
And would not leave for any reason.

| feel 1 am a relative new comer to the state.. But it is my
home. | will be here until the end...

1do not receive Longevity.

Have been fortunate enough to have been employed all of
my adult life, up until I retired, as have the rest of My
family, so can get along with out it.

| agree that a few hundred dollars a month would be very
nice to have coming in. | also figured I would get
longevity at retirement age, but unfortunately it didn’t turn
out that way.

As one of my old friends said ,the other day, this is her mad
money..It would be a terrible thing to take it away..
| am also quite sure there are those who can not live with

out it.

Thank you for your time
Bill Church
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Alaska State Legislaturel

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the n Q— majju
committee name /1'-
committee on nN& If7 , dated Q — ]
bill/subject
0l
Signed:
Testifier

M if I "JA>vi C tiu & ¢ H
Represfinting (Optional)

mimi i
Address

Phone No.

ORBLigiliv* Infamation Cllkn



APR-03-03 THJ 05:20 PH HATU LIO FAX ND 9073766180

AORAON i

<-*+&. tAlom*+ u*Sgf/'71I



APD-03-03 THU 05:20 PH HATU LIO FAX NO 9073766180 P 01

Alaska State Legislature?

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

— SdLa
committee name
committee on 5 8 /7 7/ O.MAVi'+y , dated ttrJZd.23 . e
dili/subject,~0 /
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A laska State L egislature
50FOEt St Suite # 88 Phone: 225-9675
Ketc ask Fax:  225-8546
L egislative Information O ffice
WRITTEN TESTIMONY
NAME: . r
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A laska State Legislature
A Sagis e R
L egislative Information O ffice

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: f/I{M Frs f S/hecrt. rzE &
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BILL# or SUBJECT: SB 07

COMMITTEE: QjSTA
z QIMA B3/ wmio &{"<?m({
W hh f letl].. ti.2.
A\ UE L 1&*Hm &E <) QM (BLI&JLke .~
& Co UJXL =~
-X A _
CL— “~Nua. h-*=%L H—
SdzzCLf- bzasx m /Y S(\i pke. ha .
h o M & d kV,/y Zhate+ rAsy
fSL*eJCSuU e e — 1 — '
(CcrvCj Ljffu 1/JCUmr ho.T fifLArt_
f-f -
t Uesy\'ft? ZL'rt /m€ Sckoo! ~f&W Cyj /66 <rn

Th C< YUgqo U tne. (VA" 5>a Moyy.ia/
dAjnsifre. v.f~C7.AeLf ida/k..”~..jn~. tn_Z.A.*& *\/jjaAM JL"

/[ji*f—aJU CLejy 'V U>&<)<f— 7 A
N2 SWiaivor G .Luke? Re.&asvL —iZhjA —fjrfrC fiftfto ~

OUA fi-ena \JfiTj— LLE&.=£ if LkJIQi$JIi-4-—rorereer



APR-03-2003 THJ 04:08 PH KETCHKAN LIO FAX NO 2258546 P. 02

A laska State L egislature

SOFront St. Suite #203 Phone: 225-9675
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 Fax  225-8546

Legislative Information 0 ffice

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME:

ADDRESS: £
A- <2927 °

PHONE: Jo t7 - 93 JJ

EM A IL: _

BILL# or SUBJECT: S& 117
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SB 117.
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Qog, how awful, some Longevity Recipients won’t tie able to spend an extra
month to Hawaii. Or,vacation travel will bo shortened. Or,retirementlIncome
will be reduced and we seniors will nolongerenjoy an “Independent life style”.
Itisabouttime we (yes, | am a seniorand have lived in Alaska all my life)
face up to the factthe presentprogram Is Inequitable and should be eliminated.

The program today has little resemblance to the intent set forth 30 years ago.
In 1973, 4,753 applicants received 2.5 million. By 1994 23,350 recipients
received 70.4 million. Yes, the program la being phased out,butnotaoon
enough as Itwill continue to cost millions ofdollar's per year to continue.

This program isnot “NF.EDS BARED" The $150,000 Senior property tax Isnot
“NEEDS BASED". Weonly have tobe alive and breathe Alaskan Airto qualify for
*a PermanentFund Dividend. We Seniors have Itpretty good. Whatother State
provides benefits at this level?? Is Arizona, California, Hawaii of Minnesota
providing their seniors at the same level as Alaska. | don’t think go.

We should focus on the real needs ofall Alaskans, such as struggling single
parents *those citizens withouthealth insurance -those withoutaffordable
housing - education challenges -economlo development, and ofcourse Seniors

who NEEE assistance. .

Lot’s notfocus only on ourselves and whine aboutwhatwe may be losing. We
should bo thankilU for where we live, whatwe have, and directour energy
towards meeting the REAL.NEEDS OF ALL ALASKANS.
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3/27/03
Longevity Bonus (HB 162/SB 117)

| attended the hearing at the Nome LIO with 10 ethers and 5 testified. The memo
headed “Longevity Bonus (HB 162/SB 117) dated March 25, 2003” has several
paragraphs explaining the issue on this bill. The testimony heard does not support the
statements contained therein. All ofthe testimony | heard does not support this bill and
the hearing had to be continued to the 3rdof April to give participants the opportunity to
be heard on this issue.

There is written testimony | would like to see on this issue and | do not think seniors not
receiving this bonus are critical ofthose that are. | do not understand the savings; ifyou
take.this bonus from .our.seroors...and then put them on one ofthe other safety net
programs (which by the way cost more because they are needs based and require more
paperwork to document this). It’s more like placing controls on how they can spend
their income. When these seniors have the bonus removed they have no other choice but
to move to programs that impose more rules and controls on their ability to glide through

their golden years!

The majority of our longevity bonus recipients are not banking this money they are
spending it as fast as it arrives. This money is helping keep utility companies, stores,

and other economic entities available to our region. This assures them that they can

have at least one choice not dictated by a needs based program. The need for freedom of
choice should be theirs in the years they have limited by their age and the basic cost of

living.

We have to remember we are only as strong as our weakest link. With the State trying to
remove a promise by our Legislature in 1993 to let attrition phase out this program and
then our city government attempting to impose controls through taxation on our
childcare providers when will we have time to enjoy some ofthe benefits of our labor to
promote healthy lifestyles?

9*ft?
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name
Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date
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Representing (optional)
‘Al 3 ‘A
Address

Phone number



APR-03-03 THJ 05:21 PH HATU LIO FAX NO 9073766180 P. 07

Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name ~
Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated J\pril 3,2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

What a slap in the face to the old timers in Alaska...all 18,000 of them. 1cannot believe the
new governor would consider something like this. Would the governor, senators &
representatives in the state take a $250 per month cut?

Signed: Earl Miller
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

33526 Johnsons Dr Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

-262-2718 ,
Phone number
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April 4, 2003

Sen. Gary Stevens

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Sen. Stevens,

As aresident of Alaska, 1 would like to urge you to recognize that Alaska’s economic
future depends upon the University of Alaska. You have been elected because your
constituents trust that you will use your bestjudgment when allocating state funding. 1
hope that the decision you make regarding University funding takes into account the
thousands of Alaskan citizens that will be affected by the University of Alaska’s funding
or lack thereof.

The University of Alaska president, Mark Hamilton’s theme for the University this year
is, “It’s Working.” As a student | would like to reiterate this fact. | have found an

incredible education here at the University. Here are some highlights about the
University:

« Enrollment is up 9.5% this fall

» Alaska high school graduates are returning from outside to attend UA

» Private donations have increased 77%

» Student retention and graduation rates have increased
I would like to encourage you to support the University. The University is an important
part of Alaska’s future. | appreciate your time and hope that you will consider taking part
in funding the University and being involved in the future of Alaska.
Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
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Lf Apr, io o 3

11! re: Executive Order 107 (EO 107)

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Please address House and Senate Committee Resolution Number one

(H&SCR No.l) to move it to the floor so that the legislature 1is able
to vote on it. Governor Murkowski®"*s EO 107 to combine the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game (ADFG) with the Department of Natural
Resources (DHR) 1is tantamount to attempting to combine protection
ofc”*nimals that Alaskans depend on with resource development,

iotli protection and development are important to Alaskans: we

hunt a-nd fish to feed our families and for recreation; and the
fishing industry has been important .to our economy for more than

a century. Alaska s gold, silver, copper, oil and gas and more

have each supported Alaska > economy over the same times.

How can one agency provide for both protection and development?
Alaska®™s wealth in fish and mammals requires expert personnel to
protect them. At the same time Alaska®s wealth 1in minerals, trees,
oil and gas requires expert personnel to develop them. If ADFG
and DNS are combined, there will be insufficient persnnel to
adquately manage both.

It would be a blow to Alaska®s economy to combine ADFG and
DHR, therefore we support Committee Resolution
Number One (H fcuSCBI? No. 1) and oppose Executive Order ,107
(EO 107). We urge a floor vote on H and SCR No.l. Piease report

it out of your “committee. (Ol «
<2er>issU ctuv”ciji— .
ConstariC'e G rf'ffith
P.G,
hlcin~s, A K <?992.7

qo'y-



FROM : Naomi Kerwin PHONE NO. : 9077662099 Apr. 04 2003 11:31AM P3

Dear Chairperson:

Please have (BO 107) removed as an executive order. The legislature needs to move
“House and Senate concurrent Resolution Number 1” out ofthe seven committees so that
the full House and Senate can vote on it.

The Alaska Fish and Game should not be moved to the Department of Natural Resources.
Their missions are not compatible. It would put fish and game at risk to no longer be able
to manage and protect the fish and game that are so important to out Jives and the
economy of Alaska.

Naomi Kerwin
P.O. Box 618
Haines, AK 99827
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To; Govermor Murkowski Fax; Cl/o (907) 443-2162
From: EmdILASIn Date:  04/03/03
Re: Longevity Bonus Pages. 1
CC; File
O Upot o MfWitoH O Please Comment O PhwoRyty O PodWReoc*
Y- » 4 A m m .
*Notes;

My liune isEnid Lincoln, member ofthe Native Village of White Mountain, mother of 8 and
grandmother of 6 . 1would like to speak to your proposal to cut the Longevity Bonus to our
Senior Citizens.

| would challenge the Governor to come to one of our village* in the Region and spend aweek
as our Riders dependent on (he Longevity Bonus spend their week.

An overwhelming majority of our Elders depend on a fixed income that takes care of their
food, shelter, heat and clothing. Often this Longevity Bonus Is the one piece of Income that
keeps our Elders warm or fed.

In some cases this income enables our Elders to pay someone to empty their honcybuckets,
chop their wood, and pack their water. In other cases their electricity would have to be
disconnected. In others their only means of communication with others in their community
and their loved ones outside their community - the telephone - would Hoe to be
disconnected.

Our Elders have worked their entire life for others and are now dependent for everything thffl
need from others. To take away their Longevity Bonus would grossly affect what little
independence they have in living out their ‘golden years.’

Governor Murkowski, come and live for one weak (7 days) as our Elders - dependant on the
Longevity Bonus - live.

01
paL
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reduction in the amount of money that Alaskan chantleswn ablo to raise. We also e that thegor tax
will ad flssulf 1 a SlgtllIFrmhncrease in taxrevenue to the fAlaska. Infact, we that %0
ideal net requirement will drive players away from pulltabs in such volume that fewer tax dollars will be collected
even with the new taxation rate.

The strongest markets in today’s charitable gaming industry are those that bllow for a high percentage of the
proceeds (78%-+) to he paid back to the player by way of prizes.

Additionally, experience teaches us that grogs proceed taxes, such as the proposed 5% Gross Proceeds Tax, cannot
be "added on" to the price ofpulltabs like other soles taxes. Instead the 3% Gross Proceeds Tax must be “paid™ by
reducing the charities net proceeds. As discussed above, increasing the Ideal Net (making the puUtab player pay
die price increase) cannot be relied upon to absorb the price increase because player participation will decease as the
cost to plHy pulltabs increases. Accordingly, the Charitie* will pay a significant portion of the 3% Gross Proceeds

Tax out of the Charities’Net Proceeds.
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Alaska State Legislature

Senate State Affairs

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

April 3, 2003

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
public hearing date

bill ¥ / subject

To out this program or reducei the amount
time i» another TAX to a select group! It: i0
not needed. The program is Belt limiting,We old-timers

will eoon be dead and gone!

If you want to save the state money than do as any large

oompany or ooporation doos»* Ub6 a peroentage*.c.ut
i.e. ALL DEPARTMENTS CUT.. At leat 10O “a”h year
until the out-go and in-flow are equal.

There is NO department that cannot re-adjust..
There are NO SACRED COWS.

Signed: R‘w’ BOGARP
Teitifler

MANY OLD-TIMERS OF ALASKA
Rtpteecntinjt (option*!)
Box Sterling,afc 99672

AddrstM
907-262-"985

Phone number



APR-03-2003 THJ 12:23 PH KBNAL LIO FAX N 907 283 3075 P. 04

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

Signed;
Teitlfler

Reprejwrning (optional)

M o ?)
v Photwnumber'
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3,2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

Signed:
Teitlfter

Repi*wnimg (qotacal)
XJh. .ty -——-- JjitL&fu*ry yXI-.k:mU zJL X 2-.

~ r-Zrh-X
Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Pl. ase enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name
Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3,2003
bill#/subject public hearing date

X-jrr-apdr:mo8t seniors, understand about having to cut budgets,
I would ask that all of you that are dealing with this issue
tell aeniors how you are cutting your income as you:ware asking

seniors to cut ours. Thinks about it.

We are older our health issues need more medical attention,
and those costa are rising, especially in prescription drugs.
Heating, electrical and living costs are also on the rise.

Many of our seniors are left alone, having lost their spouaes.
They find that what they are left with will not meat all the bill?

Thi3 only leaves theAiot being able to pay billa or eeek income
from other State programs.

It makes more sense to most of us that if we are able to survive
on our present income, and that we spend this money in this State,
that taking away the Longevity Bonus 1is not wise or responsible.

Thanks for including this in your testimony,

Signed
Testmcer

tuspreWTttmg (opaonw; n

| 1S | Il s
Phone number

» n"
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April 3, 2003

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee
Senator Gary Stevens, Chair

FR: Barbara A. Oleson
P.O. Box 6
Nome, AK 99762

RE: Testimony in Opposition to Senate Bill 117

I am in opposition of Senate Bill 117.

If today you cut the Longevity Bonus Program, what will you cut tomorrow? This
program becomes less expensive to the State each year, as Its participants are
dying off. Letthem enjoy dignity in their last years through your continued
support.

When my father realized what the medical expenses were doing, he got out of
retirement and back into private business. That even created employment for
others. My parents knew they did not want to move away from family and they
knew they couldn't cut back.

The State has cut back as far as it can. Now the State needs to start generating
income. lbelieve a State Income Tax to be the most fair. Any sales tax would
be regressive and lcould not support that. However, | believe there is two things
the legislature can do right away. First, impose a School Tax. You can decide if
that should be collected by the Dept, of Revenue through employers or from the
Permanent Fund Dividend from every man, woman, and child, or a combination
of both so you getthe people who work in-state, but live out-of-state. Second,
look at legalized gambling.

Please support continuation of the Longevity Bonus Program and begin the
process of creating a financially healthier State government and State economy.
Thank you.

01



LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
119 N. CUSHMAN, SUITE 101
FAIRBANKS, AK 99701
452-4448

DATE: 3/)f103

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written
testimony for the

.teleconference scheduled on
A copy of this testimony was
transm itted to your committee via fax

Thank you,
ofi_
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When the longevity bonus program was set up, it was
designed to "self destruct. Only pioneers who had been in
the state for 30 years or more and were living in the state
in 1959 were eligible for the longevity bonus. Eventually
we'd all die off and that would be the end of it.

Then some lawyer got the law changed so anyone over 60
years of age, who lived in Alaska for ONE year or more, was
eligible. Relatives from the Lower 48 moved to Alaska to
reap the benefits. Many hadn't lived in Alaska before and
never endured any pioneer hardships at all.

Now the state wants to penalize the pioneer residents and
others (mostly single women, some men) who are too old to
work and don't have enough money to live on and pay for
necessities of life.

Sad to say I've worked most of my life but was so busy just
surviving and caring for a family | didn't plan ahead. So, |
have no pension, no retirement, no IRA no 40IK, just my

social security, and annual permanent fund bonus, plus my

longevity.

I've worked most of my life, but never more than four
years on any one job; I've freelanced writing for 20 years,
also intermittently sell my watercolors. So I count on the
longevity to pay studio rent and whatever gifts | give my
children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren for Xmas/
birthdays,etc augmented by my social security (which pays
for perscriptions and travel primarily).

I was a widow for nine years and totally responsible for all
expenses for myself and family- housing, transportation,
food, clothing, medical care, taxes, etc. Even now | share
expenses with my present husband-especially for my own
children and sometimes travel.

PLEASE do NOT eliminate the LONGEVITY BONUS for us folks

past 70's & 80's who have lived in Alaska since before

1959. (I came to Fairbanks in 1928 at age 13 and have

lived in Alaska continually, except for four years during

WorldWarll, when | worked for Boeing Air in Seattle.)
Helen L Atkinson, Fairbanks, Alaska
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Good afternoon, my name is Don Lee; Executive Director for
Denakkanaaga Inc, the regional native elder's organization for the
Doyon/TCC region. We have been in operation since 1982, providing
a variety of services to Elders for 20 years.

1300 Elders from District C will be negatively impacted, if the
proposed cut takes place.

The impact of cutting the Longevity Bonus program will be
devastating and traumatic for our Elders of the region.

Within the Doyon/TCC region, the proposed cut will impact at least
388 native Elders enrolled to Doyon, who are 72 years old or older,
of which 116 live in Fairbanks, 45 live in Anchorage, and 278 reside

in the rural communities of the Doyon/TCC region.

Most of these Elders live near the national poverty level even with the
longevity bonus. By deducting $250/month from their incomes, would
reduce their monthly income by 25-30% of their already
impoverished incomes. | think all of us would agree that a 25-30%
reduction in our incomes would dramatically impact our standard of
living. We ask you to consider what an even greater impact such a
reduction would have on elderly people who are already
impoverished. Is this fair? The loss of the longevity bonus will cause
serious financial hardship for all involved an even greater impact on
rural residents, considering the higher cost of living.

There are many good reasons not to reduce the income of Alaska's
"eldest" Elders. You have heard those reasons from others already,

throughout the state.

| would close by simply stating that Alaska's people have a solid
sense of fairness and what is right.  WE value the hard work and
pioneer spirit of our Alaskan Elders.  This part of the governor's
budget proposal does not reflect our Alaskan values. It's not fair; it's
not right, that's not the way we treat our Elders.



Please enter into the record my testimony to the t\/ ju

a1y Cormmittee Name
Committee on . N ogEA , Dated 3- —0 3
Bill /Subject
\fe. QoO€An 4x —
JU-yr<- crv”™ PUXCALVUULj jyLM -~ qgj "
JYMm t1 t- W ' I X . 000 jis*pJLo”jL"™ -~Urvw
j Xedlii. (W ~ fi . -TTA> Uro?r>-& - 44 -ili-,~™ Jr-C -n.
Sj, »
jurvikh <v~ X L Jrjx i, *<P SHAF ~
Uteitel. rnn” ~3I1X <
(/X 02. 7N <~NO —
SIGNED: I< ~p A
Testifier
_ad
Representy/fa
N2 - -8 <2 /<

Address / Phone Number
y7S &



Please enter into the record my testimony to the _ . _
. [/ Committee Nrmic— y. -7

Committee 01l ' Dated 3 "A / PJ
. . ; .
, Bill / Subject AV
‘Ola ru/wWvz. A ftun It)o-o-rtt m v3 foid~ rCthU "i;
A Clmv <\ yOeAulol Unib% ~i <J)QAUjia> 3 H st JUJU Au z d! A~ A
4 V Xo A ptL>. A
JiL u ] £ < fvWwW < 2L AN cou . JoitIr j3 o~ ~ M v N
JU. qQ)LWASMIEZ (X < (V<3 AA-O ''Qii-.rX A (dCpymY V A m\JILCP-0"2A U ,.0 AT
AN AN
ﬁL) E’Uia% CA - ArpXI"BdXKi<>i M Uien, /<*YV j ? -
. A a v o ) jL-1  y/PIQ ImX-0 iP v< cictU U -U~jJ
1 LxjiAtrrU>22 XIM ok, o kW |f j _
«*, eF A N le N icC . o~ 4 A
duU v»3C 3 xA ~ rxA aP frztcw L JkiA > *e o
ANtIYU.-V.---t PpApAJU X A *-o <K*WK,
* * %
A.Muw> * A «
/\ . / i OTct /\ é LN , (T,
N \JC u A t I /O g C i~ ) Moy -
-d U N N /,, flio "
A L J n ’
SIGNED: <T-U"OtAA
Testifier
Representing
fOIW K22?.g f/>/iiw ,fed AT, Q<fck?S-S’zzfr-

Address / Phone Number _
<?04- c|4 C|.-2 12 |




ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _
A | Committee Ramc

Committee on S3AB> 1L .Dated G ¢) 7m0 3)
Dill / Subject

u>
(A

SIGNED: CM/L&- /
Testifier

*Representing

Address / Phono Number



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the 1A
ommittee Name
Committee on N1 Dated 3 bo/0.3
Bill / Subject

I am an 84 year old lady that came to Alaska June 24, 1944
aam now classed as legally blind. My husband was employed by
the Civel Service Administration (Federal Aviation Agency). He
worked 33 years with the Agency and retired here in Fairanks.

The longivety BONUS was started to keep the retired Seniors
from moving back to the states to spend their pay . The BONUS
would assist them to stay here in Alaska and spend their
retirement pay here. If the BONUS goes | am sure many of us will
have to leave Alaska regardless of how much we love our homes.

Think about how you would get reelected if we all are put out

to pasture in the states.
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