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Longevity Bonus Program

Subject: Longevity Bonus Program
Date: Sat, 8 Mar 2003 11:03:25 -0900 (AJCST)

From: filletrelease@webtv.net (Jacqui & Lane Anderson, Alaska)
To: Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us

Ya d id  good g e t t i n g  r i d  of t h i s  program, ya might a l so  th in k  about a RIP 
f o r  S ta te  employees to  save a few bucks too. Keep up the  good work!!!

Lane Anderson

1 o f! 3/S/2003 2:49 PM

mailto:filletrelease@webtv.net
mailto:Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us


longevity
A

Subject: longevity
Date: Fri, 07 Mar 2003 23:02:07 -0900 

From: joan tower <jetower@gci.net>
To: Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us

I a m  61 a n d  I fe e l that y o u  a r e  d o in g  th e right thing in e lim in a tin g  th e  lo n g e v ity  b o n u s  A s o  I h a v e  w o rk e d  fo r p riv a te  
n o n  p ro fits  fo r 13  y e a r s  a n d  fe e l that if th e y  w o u ld  u s e  the m o n e y  that th e y  r e c ie v e  w is e ly  th e re  w o u ld  b e  n o  n e e d  fo r 
w a it lis t s  J o a n  T o w e r

I o f l 3/8/2003 2:49 PM

mailto:jetower@gci.net
mailto:Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us


HB 158 Concerning the Longevity Bonus

Subject: HB 158 Concerning the Longevity Bonus 
Date: Tue, 11 Mar 2003 16:43:09 EST 

From: Beclifford@aol.com
To: Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us

AAUP has sen t  an a l e r t  concerning th e  above and i s  seek ing  su p p o rt .  I am a 
s e n io r  Alaska c i t i z e n .  I have been happy f o r  those  who have b e n e f i te d  from 
th e  bonus over th e  y e a rs .  I a l s o  unders tand  the  problems Alaska i s  having
and f u l l y  support n ecessa ry  e f f o r t s  to  ba lance  our S ta te  budget. I b e l ie v e
th a t  S ta t e  Government must be made sm a lle r  i s  the  coming y e a r s .  More can be 
s a id  and w hile  I am happy fo r  those  who con tinue  to  re c e iv e  the  bonus, I 
SUPPORT THE PASSAGE OF HB 158 which I unders tand  i s  to  s top  the  bonus program 
e f f e c t i v e  June 30 t h i s  y ea r .

C o n s id e ra t io n s  I have in  t h i s  d e c is io n :

The bonus program i s  not an e n t i t l e m e n t .

The Zobel ru l in g  in  my mind s a id  th a t  i f  any sh are ,  a l l  s h a re .  This i s  no
longer  th e  case  fo r  the  bonus program.

I b e l ie v e  th a t  when the  1996 b i l l  was passed  and new a p p l ic a t io n s  were no 
lo n g e r  being  taken , the  program should  have been reduced $50.00 a month, f o r  
those  who were in  th e  program a t  th a t  time, to  zero  r a t h e r  than the  way the  
program was fo rm atted .

I know of f a m i l ie s  who brought p a re n ts  and o th e r  fam ily  members to  Alaska 
because of the  bonus program. This was no t th e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  program and I 
c o n s id e r  i t  a m ajor abuse of the  bonus.

Thank you fo r  c o n s id e r in g  my v o ice .

Burton L. C l i f f o r d  
9500 V ic to r  Road 
Anchorage, AK

c ,,d r  -

] o f 1 3/11/2003 3:06 PM

mailto:Beclifford@aol.com
mailto:Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us


S u b j e c t  C o d e :  Longevity Bonus
P  <*cr»nncA C

D ote :

N a m e :

E m a i l  a d d r e s s :

3/11/2003 

Shattuck, Roger

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s :  1714 Willow Drive

Juneau AK 99801-

M c s s a g c : In favor o f  cutting longevity bonus and the budget

R e c o rd  N u m b e r :  70 E n te re d  B y: m

O f f ic e  o f  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e l a t i o n s  F o r  I n t e r n a l  Use

A c t i o n  t a k e n :

D a te :  -----------

B y  w h o m :  —  

C o m m e n t s :

Tuesday, March 11,2003 Page 13 of 18



Proposed Longevity Cut

Subject: Proposed Longevity Cut
Date: Wed, 12 Mar 2003 13:06:37 -0800 

From: Gloria Kent <glo@alaskalife.net>
To: gov_budget@gov.state.ak.us

A g re a t  p la c e  to  cu t  an in e q u ity !  A supplem ental r e n t  o r  m edicate  
payment has never been the  i n t e n t  of t h i s  payout and i s  no t an 
a p p ro p r ia te  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  to  con tinue  to  h e lp  some, bu t no t a l l  s e n io r s  
who he lped  to  make t h i s  a g re a t  s t a t e .

mailto:glo@alaskalife.net
mailto:gov_budget@gov.state.ak.us


Mailing A ddr HC 04 Box ^194

Palmer AK

Email address

Message: longevity bonus is discriminator)', get rid of it.

S u b j e c t  C o d e :  L o n g e v it y  B o n u s  -

D a t e :  3 /1 2 /2 0 0 3

N a m e :  R o la n d .  K e n

Record Number: 38 GB Entered By: m

Office of Constituent Relations For Internal Use

A c tio n  t a k e n -------------------------------------------------------------------------

D a t e : ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y w h o m ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

C o m m e n ts ____________________

Wednesday, March 12,2003 Page 14 of 17



Mailing A ddr 8913 Duran Street

Juneau AK

Email address

Message: ABOLISH the longevity bonus.

S u b j e c t  C o d e : '  L o n g e v it y  B o n u s  -

D a t e :  3 /1 2 /2 0 0 3

N a m e :  L a y k e p ,  D e n n y

Record Number: 42 GB Entered By: ly

Office of Constituent Relations For Internal Use

A c tio n  t a k e n -------------------------------------------------------------------------

D a t e : ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y  w h o m ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

C o m m e n ts ________________________ __________________________

\ J y

99801-

I fully support the Governor

Wednesday, March 12,2003 Page 13 o f l 7



Mailing A ddr 12311 Tracy Road

Anchorage AK 99516
Email address

Message: SUPPORT THE LONGEVITY REMOVAL

S u b j e c t  C o d e :  L o n g e v it y  B o n u s  -

D a t e :  • 3 /1 2 /2 0 0 3

N a m e :  K le in e ,  J e ra ld

Record Number: 39 GB Entered By: ly

V

4

Office of Constituent Relations For Internal Use

A c tio n  t a k e n --------------------------------------------------------------------------

D a t e : ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By w h o m  -  

C o m m e n ts

Wednesday, March 12, 2003 Page 12 of 17



Longevity Payments

Subject: Longevity Payments
Date: Thu, 13 Mar 2003 18:07:28 +0000 

From: "Josef Ressel" <inajean@hotmail.com>
To: Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak,us

Dear Governor Murkowski,

The name lo n g e v i ty  bonus i s  a b ig  misnomer and has n o th ing  to  do how long a 
pe rson  l i v e d  in  A laska. This program should  have never been s t a r t e d  in  the  
f i r s t  p la c e ,  but a t  l e a s t  t o t a l l y  e l im in a te d  a long time ago. You a re  
c o r r e c t  to  do i t  now:
S in c e re ly ,
The R esse l  Family,
Joe and Ina
4043 North Poin t Dr.
Anchorage

MSN 8 h e lp s  e l im in a te  e-m ail v i r u s e s .  Get 2 months FREE*. 
h t tp  / / j o i n  . msn . com '/?page= fea tures /v irus

1 o f l 3/13/2003 12:29 PM

mailto:inajean@hotmail.com


' I n I

T i m e s  J u n e a u  B u r e a u  
J U N E A U  -  , T h e  H o u s £  

p a s s e d  25-12 t o d a y  a  b i l l  t o  p a y  
A l a s k a n s  65 y e a r s  o f  a g e  w h o  
h a v e  l i v e d  In  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  25 
y e a r s  a  $ 2 5 0  . a  m o n t h  

s u p p l e m e n t a r y  r e t i r e m e n t .

R e p . :  T  o  m J v i  n Ic, 
R - A n c h o r a g e ,  o n e  -  o f  t h e  
l e a d i n g  o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  

c a l l e d  i t  a  “ c r u e l  h o a x "  a n d  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  f u n d i n g  
p r o v i d e d  w o u l d  n o t  p e r n l i t  
f u l l  p a y m e n t  o f  $250 a l l o w e d  i f  
a s  m a n y  a s  3,000 w e r e  e l i g i b le . '

T h e 'H o u s c  f i r s t  t a b l e d ,  22-16, 
a  m o t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  
c h a n g e d  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  
p r o g r a m  o f  o n e  o f  a n  i n c e n t i v e  

‘ f o r  o l d - t i m e r s  t o  . s t a y  In .  t h e  
s t a t e '  t o o n e  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  b a s e d  o n  n e e d . - ;
• R  e  p . -  C h a  n c y  v  C r d f t ,  
D - A n c h o r a g e ; ;  s a i d  t h e  
a m e n  d m  e n  t - w o u l d  - r a i s e '  -  t h e  
l e v e l — o f —  t h o s o —o n  o l d  a g e  
a s s i s t a n c e  a n d .  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e n e f i t e d  a  g f e a t e r  n u m b e r  b y  

! i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t h o s e  65 y e a r s  o f  

a g e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e y
 h a d  J i v e d  in  t h e  s t a t e  25 y e a r s .

H o u s e  " S p e a k e r  J a l m a r  
- K e r t t u l a i - - D - P a l m e r , — w h o  

r e l i n q u i s h e d "  h i s  c h a i r  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  d e b a t e  s a i d  
t h e  b i l l  w a s  a n  e f f o r t  t o  

• m a k e  a  d i r e c t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i o  

t h e  o l d - t i m e r s  w h o  h a v e  t o i l e d ,  
in  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  m a y  “ h a v e '^ a  
v e r y  fe w u  m o r e  y e a r s  t o , '  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  th 'e  : 
s t a t e . ”  H e  s a i d  t h e  m o n e y  j 
w -o u ld  b e  p a i d  o n . a n  “ a n n u i t y ^  
b a s i s ”  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
d e r i v e d  f r o m  a  $ 1 0 3  m i l l i o n  
f u n d .  .’

T o  B e n e f i t

• • • • i * -* . * ’ ,
R e t i r e m e n t  A id  ^  

B il l  A p p ro v e d  

O n  2 5 - 1 2  V o te  "

_  K e r t t u l a  s a i d  h e  r e s e n t e d  t h e  
b i l l  b e in g  c a l l e d  a  b r i b e  o r  a 
c r u e l  h o a x  a n d  h e  a d d e d  t h a t  i f  
in  15 o r  20 y e a r s  i t  b e c o m e s  t o o  
e x p e n s i v e ,  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  l a w  it  
c a n  b e  r e p e a l e d .

S e n .  J a y  H a m m o n d ,  w h o  
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  d e b a t e ,  
s a i d  t h i s  is  a n  i s s u e  w h i c h  m a y  
t i e  u p  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  s o m e  
t im e .  H e  s a i d ,  “ I ’m  j u s t  v e r y  
f e a r f u l .  Y o u  d o n ’t  h a v e  t h e  
t y p e  o f  s u p p o r t  a n d  n o b o d y  
w i l l  - b u s L l o o s e . a n d . b r e n k  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e . s y s t e m  t o  g e t  j t  .out__ 
o f  t h e S e n a t e .  . . .. .

R e p .  J o h n  S a  c k  e t t ’ 
R - G a l e n a ,  w t  s u c c e s s f u l  in  
c h a n g i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  

a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  b e  s u b m i t t e d  
b y  t h o s e  r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t s  

e v e r y  s i x '  m o n t h s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
m o n t h l y .  H e  s a i d  i t ,  w o u l d  
c r e a t e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  b u r d e n  
o n  p e r s o n s  f r o m  b u s h  c o m ­

m u n i t i e s  t o  h a v e  t o  c o m p l e t e  
a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  e v e r y  m o n t h  

w h e n  m a i l  s e r v i c e  m a y  b e  ' 
m o r e  t h a n  a  m o n t h  b e h i n d .  

T h e  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  t h e  o n l y  
a m e n d m e n t  a d o p t e d  t o  t h e  
f i n a n c e  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  - 
f o r  R e p .  C l e m  T i l l  i o n ’s  b i l l .

T h e  H a l i b u t .  C o v e .  
R e p u b l i c a n  t o l d  t h e . ' . H o u s e  

, t h a t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h o s e  .w t io  
w o u l d  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  
p a y m e n t s  a r e  n a t i v e s .  I n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  q u e s t i o n s ,  T i i l i o n  

s a i d  t h a t J b e t w e e n -  2 , 2 0 0 „ a n d _  
3,200 p e r s o n s  o v e r  6 5 c P u I d _b e  

e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  . 
o f  t h a t  n u m b e r  .1 ,1 8 0  ,'a re  
n a t i v e s .  • • ■ •• . -  ;AV.



Mar-17-03 05:12pm From- T-273 P.02/03 F-337

O ff ic e  o f  th e  G o v e rn o r  
5 5 0  W e s t  7 th  A v e ,  S t e  1 7 0 0  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1  
( 9 0 7 - 2 6 9 - 7 4 5 0 )

P U B L IC  O P IN IO N  M E SS A G P

D a te :  M a rc h  17 , 2 0 0 3

F ro m : R e n e e  R e e n s tr a
5 6 0 0  Craig D rive  
A n c h o r a g e , A K  9 9 5 0 4  
3 3 3 - 1 4 9 2

To: G o v e rn o r  M u r k o w s k i

S u b je c t :  L o n g e v i ty  B o n u s

O p e ra to r:  S u s a n  F is c h e t t i

R e c e iv e d  l e t t e r  fr o m  S e n a to r  D a v is  a n d  R e p . C r a w fo r d  a n d  C issn a . A g r e e  w i th  
p h a s in g  o u t  t h e  lo n g e v i ty  b o n u s  b u t  s h o u ld  b e  b a s e d  o n  th o s e  th a t  n e e d  i t  a n d  n o t  
g iv e n  to  t h o s e  th a t  d o n ' t  q u a lify . I t  h a s  s a v e d  m y  b a c k  b u t  s h o u ld  b e  u s e d  to  h e lp  
t h o s e  w h o  n e e d  it.

\



Mar-17-03 05:12pm From-

FAX COVErv on
T° f i n  i f t v l l / p s
Co./Dept. ' Co.

% €> - Phone #

Fax#  l Fax#

TO:
^ T O v /0 rV \O  v r

DATE: 3 / / 7 / 0 3

\ - V  fc ^  ^  ^  ̂  g o j >  k. \

FROM SENDING TO FAX NUMBER:

3  \ m  l d | V ^ o t o < ? i ' 2 - X  6  ?  -  7  H  6  1

MESSAGE: V~ w  G  v -  h ' r A n  [ 'L  ^

^ 4 - A va d  C | i ' D a w  A * \ < L  d C ' w ' V  ^  ^  VV(L^%

L v ^  \ , 6 o iw g i 4  Vie v-lc^vA"
s  J  U

£) v  ( A  v U W  . \ ( Q

■^■VwVxc, \' V\ \  V \ r

X  «a j A \  b e  T O  l K  K i o v J  A n d  d c m 4 _  c a v e  

A G oca. V  f t  ( i O A u i  -  m i l  4  d o

C u d  d W  i A - f t - V e -  b ^ o \ £ ^ C A o £ U _ i  d  ^

^ V i U P U  i f k / t d r  c " a  s - w M ?  - i t K u h & r i  n

C‘ ^ p  d t  X b X w x  ^  ^ . u X w J a .  .

/ y v i X .  ^X v < jd  Ad ~ b  t

I A 'V n
  __l____OF IPAGE.

N O RTH W AR D  B O U N D

1200  E a s t  76th  St .
P .O .  B o x  92249  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K .  9 9509

O ff ice :  9 0 7 -2 4 3 - 3 0 0 7
Fax:  9 0 7 - 2 4 3 - 9 5 5 9



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: S B  117

(S) Publish Date: _____

Fiscal Note Number: J______

R e v is io n  D a te /T im e  (N o te if c o rre c tio n ):3/27/04 (co rre c tio n ) Dept. Affected;_____________ Administration
Title B R U  Longevity B o n u s

Com ponent Longevity B o n u s Grants
S p o n so r
R eq u ester

G overnor

Expenditures/Revenues

Com ponent No. 
( T h o u s a n d s  o f D o llars)

26

Note: Am ounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2004 F Y  2005 F Y  2006 F Y  2007 F Y  2008 F Y  2009
Perso nal S e rv ice s 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
G rants & Claim s 
M iscellaneous

(44,777.9) (41,543.3) (38,344.2) (35,203.3) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G (44,777.9) (41,543.3) (38,344.2) (35,203.3) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)
C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

r = EC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  (
FUND S O U R C E (Thousan ds of Dollars)
1002 Federal R eceip ts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
•>005 G F/Program  R eceip ts
■i 37 GF/Mental Health
O 'iier (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

(44,777.9) (41,543.3) (38,344.2) (35,203.3) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)

T O T A L (44,777.9) (41,543.3) (38,344.2) (35,203.3) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)

E stim a te  o f a n y  c u rre n t y e a r  (FY 200 3) c o s t: 0.0
Mark th is  b o x  (X) if fu n d in g  fo r th is bill is  in clu d e d  in the G o v e rn o r’s  F Y  2004 b u d g e t p ro p o s a l: 
P O SIT IO N S
Full-time
Part-time
Tem porary
A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate papa i f  necessary)

T h is  red u ctio n  re fle c ts  the F Y 2 0 0 4  s a v in g s  from  elim inating the L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  p ro g ra m . T h e  red u ctio n  
is in clu d e d  in the F Y 2 0 0 4  b u d g e t. T h is  fis ca l note is 'o r  inform ation p u r p o s e s  on ly.

T h is  c o rre c te d  fis c a l n o te s h o w s  e x p e c te d  s a v in g s  in e a c h  fisca l y e a r  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  to fo re c a s t  
e x p e n d itu re s  u n d e r th e e x istin g  p ro g ra m .

Prepared by: Dan S p e n c e r____________________________________________________________  Ph on e 465 -5 6 5 5
Division Administrative S e rv ice s Date/Time 3/27/03 10:30 AM
Approved by: Mike Miller________________________________________________________________________ Date 3/27/2003
A g e n cy C om m issio ner__________________________________________________________

(R evhod 0/2002 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F r a n k  H .  M u r k o w s k i

G o v e r n o r

P .O .  b o x  1 10 0 0 1  
u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1  i -O O O l 

( S 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 5 0 0  

FAX ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 5 3 2
W W W .GOV .STATE .AK .USGOVERNOR@GOV.STATE .AK .U5

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

JUNEAU

M a r c h  5, 2 0 0 3

T h e  H o n o r a b le  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t  
P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a te  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la tu re  
S t a t e  C ap i to l ,  R o o m  107 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  P r e s i d e n t  T h e r r ia u l t :

U n d e r  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  Ill, s e c  18, o f  th e  A la sk a  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  I a m  
t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  bill t h a t  w o u ld  e l im in a te  t h e  A la s k a  L ongev ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m .

In  1 9 7 2  A la s k a  in i t i a te d  a  p r o g r a m  to  r e w a r d  o u r  lo n g - te rm  r e s id e n t s  
(sen io rs )  fo r  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t io n s  a n d  p ro v id e  t h e m  w i th  a n  in c e n t iv e  to  r e m a in  
in  A la s k a  fo r  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  y e a r s .  I t  w a s  o r ig in a lly  in te n d e d  to  h e lp  t h o s e  
A l a s k a n s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  r e s id e n t s  for 2 5  y e a r s  a n d  a s  s t a t e d  in  i t s  o r ig in a l  
p a s s a g e ,  w a s  in t e n d e d  fo r th o s e  s e n io r s  w h o  h a d  “m o ld e d  A la s k a  a s  w e k n o w  it  
t h r o -, ^h sk il lfu l  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  th e i r  t a l e n t s . ”

S in c e  t h a t  t im e ,  th e  C o u r t s  r u le d  t h a t  th e  2 5  y e a r  r e s id e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  
w a s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  T h e  n e w  p r o g r a m  i n s t i t u t e d  w a s  e x p a n d e d  to  all s e n io r s  
r e s id in g  in  t h e  s t a t e  fo r o n e  y e a r .  B y  1 9 9 3 ,  th e  c o s t  to  th e  s t a t e  w a s  u p  to  $ 6 5  
m il l io n  a  y e a r .  T h e  le g is la tu r e ,  re c o g n iz in g  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  w o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  
e s c a l a t e  w i th  t h e  r a p id  g ro w th  of A la s k a ’s  s e n io r  p o p u la t io n ,  im p le m e n te d  a  
p h a s e  o u t  o f  t h e  p ro g r a m .

T h e  j u d i c i a r y  e l im in a te d  th e  longev ity  p r o g r a m  for A la s k a ’s p io n e e r s .  T h e  
bill I t r a n s m i t  to d a y  e n d s  i t s  s u c c e s s o r ,  e l im in a t in g  a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  h a s  
o u t l iv e d  i t s  o r ig in a l  p u r p o s e  a n d  n o  lo n g e r  o ffers  sp e c ia l  c o n s id e r a t io n  to  t h o s e  
p io n e e r s  so  d e s e r v in g  o f o u r  t h a n k s .

http://WWW.GOV.STATE.AK.US
mailto:GOVERNOR@GOV.STATE.AK.U5


T h e  H o n o r a b l e  G e n e  T h i e r r i a u l t

M a r c h  5 ,  2 0 0 3

P a g e  2

A la s k a  will c o n t in u e  to  p ro v id e  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  “sa f e ly  n e t ” p r o g r a m s  for 
s e n io r  c i t iz e n s .  S o m e  a r e  d i re c te d  to w a rd  all s e n io r s  s u c h  a s  a n  e x e m p t io n  
f ro m  H u n t i n g  a n d  f is h in g  fees, th e  s e n io r  c i t iz en  p r o p e r ty  t a x  e x e m p t io n  a n d  
P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e s .  M a n y  a re  ta rg e te d  a t  s e n io r s  w i th  l im i te d  m e a n s ,  in c lu d in g ,  
a d u l t  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e ,  M ed ica id  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  a t t e n d a n t  s e rv ice s ,  
n u r s i n g  h o m e  se rv ice s ,  h o m e  a n d  c o m m u n i ty  b a s e d  w a iv e r  s e rv ic e s ,  s e n io r  
h o u s i n g  a s s i s t a n c e ,  n u t r i t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  s e n io r  t r a in in g  a n d  e m p lo y m e n t  
p r o g r a m s .

I u r g e  y o u r  p r o m p t  a n d  fav o rab le  a c t io n  o n  t h i s  m e a s u r e .

S ince re ly ,

F r a n k  H. M u rk o w s k i  
G o v e rn o r
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony w  the

committee n«jc

1 * * * * *  . public hearing date
To: Senate Roaring on Lon^vity Bonus 

March 25,2003

Please regard this iwuc «s a disaster to many seniors if  this bonus check is taken away 
from thorn. There are many of us in (he same category older seniors with more health 
issues, higher medical and prescription drug bills, higher gas, heating oil and electrical 
prices and at a point in our lives with no chance of earning money to keep up with 
monthly bills. Also-consider that we all spend this money-here at home, the money 
circulates here, in Alaska. If cuts- need, to be made- consider cutting from those on the 
highest scale o f incomes and benefits, not those on the lowest income level.

Thanks for your time and support the seniors longevity program as we depend on it.

Fern Chamberlin

Box 109
Sterling, A $ 99672 

Phone 907-262-4193

Teatlflcr

Representing (optional) 

Additas

Phone number

10 *d SZ06 883 £06 'ON m on ioNax wy 19:11 qhm soo3-93-ayu



j'$ -< n rry '—
Dear S ena to r o r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e :

SUBJECT: LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAM

Cf  H S O  / V ,
Q U L & a Ju —  ? f$ C \ 

7 S 7 -  7 S V 6
P lease  leave  t h i s  program a lo n e ,  i t  i s  working w e l l .  The S ta te  o f  Alaska made a PROMISE 
to  the  people  who he lped  g e t  us S ta tehood , b u i l t  up A laska in  T e r r i t o r i a l  days and took 
p r id e  in  doing so . Fourth  Avenue was the  only paved road in  Anchorage, the  fisherm en 
t r a p p e r s  and m iners  ra n  th e  T e r r i t o r y  they loved . They were a l l  ha rd  working peop le . When 
they aged , they wanted to  s ta y  in  A laska. The S i tk a  P ionee r  Home, the  only  one a t  the  time, 
helped a l o t .  O thers  had to  le av e  Alaska due to  our h igh  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g .

The PROMISE was th e  L ongevity  Bonus Program to  he lp  th ese  P ionee rs  s ta y  here .They were the 
people  who had l i v e d  and worked h e re ,  even though i t  was hard  a t  t im es . Governor Murkowsky 
says we can use o th e r  a v a i l a b l e  programs to  o f f s e t  the  lo s s  o f  the  monthly check.NOT TRUE.

1. Medicare pays l e s s  and l e s s .  More m edical no lo n g e r  covered . Some needed blood t e s t s  
n o t  covered , h o s p i t a l  charges  $91.00 f o r  t h i s  one a lo n e .

2. Some d o c to rs  w i l l  no t tak e  new Medica/fe p a t i e n t s .
3. Costs  o f  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  ou t o f  s i g h t .  Some people have to  decide  whether to  e a t  or

g e t  needed m edicine to  h e lp  t h e i r  c o n d i t io n .
4. Meals on Wheels cannot b r in g  a meal to  your home i f  you can d r iv e  a s h o r t  d is ta n c e  or

a fam ily  member can. Or i f  you walk your dog in  your own y a rd .  I  c a n ' t  g e t  r e s p i t e
f d f  dven 2 hm ifs a waefc f o f  fehe game feaaen .

5. The P ioneer Homes have long w a it in g  l is t? ,  l o t s  o f  empty bees due to  the  la c k  o f he lp .
I  a l s o  know some peop le  a r e  paying over $4,000 a month th e re  even though they  a re  not
bed r id d e n .  I  d o n ' t  u n d e rs tan d  t h i s  charge . Suppose th e  Governor c lo s e s  these  
P io n ee r  Homes? At $4,000 pe r  month, how much o f  your sav ings  could be l e f t  to  go 
e lsew here? I  r e a l i z e  the  "have n o ts "  s ta y  t h e r e ,  to o ,  b u t  how i s  th e  amount charged 
the  "haves" decided? A pe rcen tag e  o f  the  rem aining  ba lance  in  sav ings?

The Longevity  Bonus check has been f ig u re d  in to  a l l  our b u d g e ts .  Each month th e re  a re  
of us to  re c e iv e  th e se  checks because we a re  a dying b reed . I  f ig u r e  the  youngest person 
r e c e iv in g  a check o f  $100 p e r  month was 72 y ears  o ld  t h i s  y e a r .  I  was 74 on 12/23/2002,
which makes me one o f the  l a s t  people  to  q u a l i f y  f o r  $250.00 per month. I  have been in
A laska 55 y e a r s .  Th is  means a l o t  o f  people who re c e iv e  $250 a re  o ld e r  than I  am, but may 
no t have been in  A laska  a s  long  due to th e  program r u le  o f  re s id en cy  war d e c la re d  to be 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and opened i t  up to anyone of a c e r t a i n  age , no m a tte r  how r e c e n t ly  they 
had come to  A laska . Lots  o f  peop le  we know brought up Mom & Pop to  l i v e  here  and get the 
$250 a month, tu rn e d  the garage  in to  an ap ar tm en t .  This made the  l i s t  of those  g e t t in g  
checks go out of s i g h t .

Three g e n e ra t io n s  o f  our fam ily  born in  A laska , c h i ld r e n ,  g ra n d c h i ld re n  and g * e a t : c h i ld r e n .
We do own our home. I  r e c e iv e  $250, d a te  o f  b i r t h  12/23 /28 , my husband g e ts  $200 even 
though h e ' s  been he re  lo n g e r ,  dob 2 /2 2 /2 9 , 2 months younger than me. Every penny we 
spend f o r  any th ing  i s  sp en t  h e re .  We c o n t r ib u te  to  l o c a l  c h a r i t i e s ,  and q u i e t ly  help  
i n d iv id u a l s  need ing  i t ,  ta u g h t  rem ed ia l  read ing  w ithou t s a l a r y ,  helped  deaf 13 y ear  o ld  
to  speak  and o th e r  p e rso n a l  h e lp  to  make l i f e  b e t t e r  h e re .  T h a t 's  what the  p ioneer  
A laskans always d id ,  he lp  each o th e r  because we cared  and not fo r  money.

We need t h i s  program to  c o n t in u e  as i t  i s ,  i t ' s  working w e l l .  As I  s a id  in  the  beginnigg , 
leav e  the  program a lo n e ,  w e 'r e  dying o f f  and the  Governor i s  wrong, most o f  us d o n ' t  
q u a l i f y  f o r  the  prgrams he th in k s  a re  th e re  and we d o n ' t  want c h a r i t y .  A lso , i f  we lo se  
t h i s  program I  can th in k  o f o th e r  ways tosave  money, but then  a l o t  o f  people, w ou ldn 't  
l i k e  i t  because i t  would be t h e i r  money being g iven  up.

I  cannot b e l ie v e  th e  Governor and our S ena to rs  and R ep resen tive  would even co n s id e r  
touch ing  t h i s  progrm. At th e  same time th e  T o u r is t  I n d u s t r y ,  which i s  p r iv a t e  in d u s t ry ,  
i s  a g a in  ask ing  f o r  a government FREE subsidy  to  o f f s e t  i t s  a d v e r t i s in g  c o s t s .  T o u r is t s  
have always come to  see our d i f f e r e n t ,  b e a u t i f u l  S ta t e .  Let t h i s  p r iv a te  in d u s t ry  
f i n a l l y  s tan d  on i t s  own. I would th in k  the e ld e r ly  a re  more im p o r tan t ,  reinember, we 
l i v e  h e re .

Thank you f o r  your t im e , S in ce re ly

/ ! / t CO



My husband and I  worked hard fo r  S ta tehood , a t  our own expense, working w ith  
Delegate  E. Bob B a r t l e t t .  My husband 's  l e t t e r  to  Congress re g a rd in g  our F i s h e r i e s ,  
was so im press ive  i t  became a r a r t  o f  the  C ongress iona l Record.

I 'm  so rry  t h i s  i s  so long , bu t i t  i s  a ve ry  im portan t to  our age group and i t  seems as 
though th e  needy, th e  handicapped and the  e ld e r ly  a re  o f te n  t a r g e t s  o f  c u t t in g  c o s ts  
of government down and more funds a re  asked f o r  and given  to  b u s in e sse s  which should  
always s tan d  on t h e i r  own two f e e t .  I  co n s id e r  t h i s  a form of w e lfa re ,  meaning the  
b us iness  handouts ,because  i t  i s  t h e i r  problem how they  a d v e r t i s e .  Saying they  a re  
b r in g in g  b u s in es s  to  A laska, they a re  doing t h i s  a d v e r t i s i n g  f o r  t h e i r  b u s in e s s ,  A laska 
i t s e l f  does not need a d v e r t i s i n g .  They choose to  do b ig  time a d v e r t i s in g ,  f i n e ,  they 
can pay f o r  i t  l i k e  the  r e s t  o f  us do. We pay f o r  an ad in  the  newpapersr The S ta te  
should no t pay fo r  any o n e 's  a d v e r t i s i n g  and th e se  funds a re  not re p a id  to u s ,  the  
people of A laska.The in d u s t ry  i s  qu ick  to  say how much they  do f o r  A laska, i t  looks 
to me l i k e  they want to be pa id  tw ic e ,  one when they  charge the  customer and once when 
they ask  the  S ta te  f o r  money f o r  f r e e .

Sorry i f  I  sound c y n ic a l , th e s e  two s u b je c t s  a re  r e l a t e d .  One, the  government wants to  take 
away from people who can no longer work except f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  due to  h e a l th  
and age r e s t r i c t i o n s  and co n tinue  to g ive to  p r iv a t e  in d u s t ry  every s in g le  y e a r .  I f  they 
were a c h a r i ty  th a t  would be d i f f e r e n t  and would be co n s id e red  however, maybe th e se  people 
have over extended t h e i r  b u s in ess  fo r  the  a l l  mighty d o l l a r  and f e e l  the  S ta te  owes them 
something. Not t r u e ,  as Harry S. Truman s a id ,  i f  you c a n ' t  s tan d  the h e a t ,  g e t  ou t o f  the 
k i tc h e n .  B usinesses come and go, I know t h i s  to  be t r u e ,  I  f e e l  very s t ro n g ly  about 
t h i s ,  we should  not s u b s id iz e  t o u r i s t  in d u s t ry .
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T E S T I M O N Y  R E G A R D I N G  T H E  L O N G E V IT Y  B O N U S  P R O G R A M

M y  n a m e  is R o sa le e  T. W alker, an d  I h a v e  b een  a  re s id en t  o f  Juneau , A la sk a  

fo r  37  years .  I c o m e  b e fo re  y o u  as a  m e m b e r  o f  the  B o a rd  o f  D irec to rs  for 

th e  O ld e r  P e rso n s  A c t io n  G ro u p  (O P A G ),  an d  a s  the p re s id e n t  o f  the  A A R P  

M o u n t  Ju n ea u  C h a p te r  #865 . B o th  o f  th e se  o rgan iza tions  o p p o se  the  

e l im in a t io n  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P ro g ram .

I t  is w e ll  d o c u m e n te d  th a t  for m an y  years  A la sk a n  sen io rs  h av e  v o lun ta r ily  

w o rk e d  w ith  e lec te d  o ffic ia ls  a t all levels  o f  g o v e rn m e n t  to  h e lp  to seek  

so lu tio n s  to  a  va rie ty  o f  p rob lem s . W e  a re  p roud  o f  the  q u a li ty  an d  ex ten t  o f  

o u r  v o lu n tee r  in v o lv em en t.  As A lask an s ,  w e  do  n o t re s tr ic t  o u r  ac tiv ities  to  

is su es  tha t  a re  re la ted  to sen iors  only , bu t w e  w o rk  co o p e ra t iv e ly  to  seek  

re sp o n s ib le ,  reaso n ab le ,  and  fair so lu tions  tha t w ill b en e f i t  o u r  na tion , o u r  

s ta te , and  o u r  loca l co m m unitie s .  W e are , indeed, sens it ive  to  the g ro w in g



c o n c e rn s  a b o u t  A la sk a ’s b u d g e t  s itua tion  and  w e  p a rt ic ip a te  w ith  the  

d e c is io n  m a k e rs  d u rin g  th e i r  d e libe ra t ions  o n  b u d g e ta ry  m atters .

W h e n  th e  G o v e rn o r  s ta ted  tha t  h e  w an ted  to  e l im in a te  b u d g e ta ry  w a s te  a s  a  

r a r t  o f  h is  p la n  to ad d re ss  A la s k a ’s budge t d i le m m a , w e  a p p lau d ed  th is  

effort .  N e e d le s s  to say , it c a m e  a s  a  g rea t  sh o ck  to  us to  find ou t th a t  w e  h a d  

b e e n  ta rg e te d  as b u d g e ta ry  w a s te  in the  p ro p o sa l  to  e l im in a te  the  L o n g e v i ty  

B o n u s  P ro g ram . T h e  g ross  s im p lif ied  ju s t i f ic a t io n  th a t  has b e en  o ffe red  b y  

the  A d m in is tra t io n  to  e l im in a te  th e  L o n g ev ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  is b a se d  u p o n  

a n  u n in fo rm e d  decis ion . E n d in g  th is  p ro g ram  in  s u c h  a  su d d e n  and  

d e lib e ra te  m a n n e r  w ill  o p e n  a  P a n d o ra ’s bo x  th e  re su lts  o f  w h ic h  c a n n o t  b e  

im ag in ed . In s tead  o f  h e lp in g  to  so lv e  o u r  b u d g e t  p ro b le m s ,  th e  e l im in a t io n  

o f  th e  L o n g e v i ty  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  has the  p o ten tia l  to  e x ace rb a te  A la s k a ’s 

b u d g e ta ry  p rob lem s . A d d it io n a lly ,  the  negative  im p a c ts  tha t w ill  b e  im p o se d  

u p o n  s o m e  o f  A la sk a ’s m o s t  v u ln e rab le  c itizens  w il l  b e  devasta ting .

T h e re  is n o th in g  n ew  a b o u t  a t te m p ts  to  e lim ina te  th e  L o n g e v i ty  B o n u s  

P ro g ram , an d  sen iors  have  b e en  zea lo u s  in th e ir  e f fo r ts  to  m a in ta in  a t  leas t  

so m e  p o r t io n  o f  it’s benefits .  In a  s incere  e ffo r t  to  sa lv a g e  the  p ro g ra m  in

\ W
b994, the  L eg is la tu re  m a d e  a  c o m m itm e n t  to c o n t in u e  the  L o n g e v i ty  B o n u s



P ro g ra m  o n  a  lim ited  basis and  to  a l lo w  the p ro g ra m  to “ sunse t” i t s e l f  as th e  

p a r t ic ip an ts  left the state  o r  died. F o r  m a n y  o f  us w h o  w ere  invo lved  a t th a t  

t im e, the  a g re e m e n t  tha t w as  m ad e  w as  considered  to be  c losure  as far as th is  

p a r ticu la r  issue  w as  concerned . T h e  L eg is la tu re  m a d e  a  c o m m itm e n t  in  g o o d  

fa ith  and  w e  sen iors  w e re  sa tisf ied  tha t this  w o u ld  b e  the  end  o f  the  m a tte r .

S ta te  p o l ic y  dec is ions  c o n ce rn in g  the  L o n g ev ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  sh o u ld  be  

v iew ed  in  th e  con tex t o f  cu rren t e c o n o m ic  an d  soc ia l  benefits  to  the 

rec ip ien ts  as  w e ll  as e co n o m ic  a n d  socia l benefits  to  the  state. S eek in g  w a s te  

in g o v e rn m e n t  does  no t m e an  th a t  it is n ece ssa ry  to  “ rip an d  run” w i th  a n y  

funds  tha t m a y  seem  availab le  w i th o u t  ser ious  e x am in a t io n  o f  im p ac ts  u p o n  

the rec ip ien ts ,  agenc ies ,  fam ilies , and  co m m u n it ie s .  W e  all rea lize  th a t  the  

dev il  is in  th e  details, but the  A d m in is tra t io n  has  n o t  ta k e n  the t im e  to  

an a ly ze  th e  L o n g e v i ty  B onus  P ro g ram  to  find o u t  w h e re  the  devil m a y  be  

h id ing .

T h e  p ro p o sa l  to e lim ina te  the  L o n g ev ity  B onus  P ro g ra m  has b een  p re s e n te d  

to  the  L eg is la tu re  in haste  w ith  no concern  ab o u t a n y th in g  ex cep t  the  

co n f isca t io n  o f  funds fo r  the A d m in is tra t io n ’s p u rp o ses .  W e  sen iors  fee l th a t



w e  w ere  d e libe ra te ly  ignored  d u rin g  the  d e v e lo p m en t  o f  th is  p ro p o sa l ,  and 

w e  feel a  sense  o f  b e tray a l  reg a rd in g  the  -W & 4  legislative  c o m m itm e n t .

W e  re spec tfu lly  a sk  th a t  you  vote a g a in s t  the  A d m in is t ra t io n ’s p ro p o sa l  to 

e l im in a te  the  L o n g e v i ty  B onus  P rog ram . I f  a n y  o f  y o u  hav e  n a g g in g  and  

p e rs is te n t  conce rns , v o te  “N O ” anyw ay . G iv e  us  at least o n e  y e a r  to  h av e  an  

o p p o r tu n i ty  to  w o rk  w i th  the  L eg is la tu re , the  A d m in is tra t io n ,  an d  the 

rec ip ien ts  to  seek  a  so lu tio n  tha t  is re sp o n s ib le ,  reasonab le , a n d  fair. W e  are 

read y , w il l in g  and  ab le  to  vo lun tee r  th e  t im e  an d  effo rt tha t  w il l  b e  n ecessa ry  

to  reach  th a t  goal.

P L E A S E  D O  N O T  A C C E P T  T H E  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ’S P R O P O S A L  T O  

E L M l k A T E  T H E  L O N G E V I T Y  B O N U S  P R O G R A M ! V O T E  “N O ” !

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t .
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S t a t e ’ s  s a f e t y  n e t  m a y  n o t  h e l p  

m o r e  s e n i o r s  t h a n  c u r r e n t l y

By CATHY BROWN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The state’s safety nets for older 
Alaskans may not catch any more 
needy people than it does now if 
the longevity bonus program is 
eliminated.

That’s because the state has 
never counted the $100-$250 
monthly bonuses in deciding 
whether someone is eligible for 
many programs that help low-in- 
come seniors.

However, some older Alaskans 
who were eligible for public assis­
tance but never asked for it may 
apply if they lose the longevity 
bonus, said Elmer Lindstrom, a 
special assistant in the Depart­
ment of Health and Social Ser­
vices.

“Intuitively, we would assume 
there would be some people in that 
category,” Lindstrom said. “But we 
are scratching our heads and puz­
zling over how in the world to fig­
ure out what the actual population 
might be.”

When Gov. Frank Murkowski 
proposed eliminating the monthly 
longevity bonuses that go to some 
senior citizens, he said the state 
had sufficient safety nets, such as 
adult public assistance, to protect 
needy Alaskans.

Adult public assistance is a pro­
gram that provided cash to more 
than 4,700 low-income Alaskans

over age 65 last year.
The Pioneers of Alaska -  a 

group representing about 7,000 
seniors who have lived in the state 
at least 30 years -  opposes elimi­
nating the longevity bonus.

Bob Hufman, who heads the 
group’s government affairs com­
mittee, said he could not estimate 
how many elderly Alaskans will 
turn to public assistance for help 
without their bonuses.

“Some of the Pioneer seniors 
that I’ve talked with, you know, just 
can’t stand the thought of going on 
welfare,” Hufman said.

The longevity bonus program at 
one time provided all Alaskans 
over age 65 with a $250 monthly 
stipend, regardless of income. In 
the early 1990s the Legislature 
passed a law phasing out the pro­
gram, so that only Alaskans who 
were at least 65 and living in the 
state in 1996 continue receiving 
checks.

Some 20,000 older Alaskans still 
receive some level of bonus, at a 
cost of $47.5 million a year.

In a letter accompanying the 
bill to eliminate the program, 
Murkowski said Alaska will contin­
ue to offer help to older Alaskans 
through other programs.

He noted seniors are eligible for 
free hunting and fisliing licenses, 
property-tax exemptions, nutrition 
programs such as meals-on-wheels 
and access to pioneers’ homes,

which are state-run assisted-living 
facilities.

In his letter to the Legislature, 
the governor said low-income sen­
iors also can receive adult public 
assistance, Medicaid, nursing 
home and home-based health care, 
and senior training and employ­
ment services.

The governor’s proposed fi? .al 
2004 budget does not include esti­
mates on the added cost to the 
state if seniors turn to other state 
programs if longevity bonuses are 
eliminated, said Ross Soboleff, a 
spokesman for the Department of 
Health and Social Services.

Soboleff said the department is 
still trying to calculate that.

To be eligible for adult public 
assistance, a senior citizen must 
have income of less than $12,300 a 
year and can’t have more than 
$2,000 in savings. Those on adult 
public assistance are eligible for 
other programs, including Medic­
aid, wliich pays for prescription 
drugs.

Seniors with medical needs sig­
nificant enough to qualify for nurs­
ing-home care can receive 
Medicaid even if their income is 
close to $20,000 a year.

A hearing on the bill to elimi­
nate the longevity bonuses is 
scheduled for 3:30 p.m. Thursday in 
the Senate State Affairs Commit­
tee.
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D e a r  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i :

Y o u  p u z z l e  me. A r e  y o u  s o  a s t u t e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  m a n e u v e r e d  
t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  B r a n c h  as a w h o l e  i n t o  a p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  t h e y  
n e e d  t o  f i n d  w a y s  t o  r e d r e s s  t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  in 
y o u r  b u d g e t a r y  p r o p o s a l s ?  O n e  or I h o p e  m o r e  of t h e  
b r a v e s t  a m o n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t o r s  is a s k e d  m o s t  u r g e n t l y  a n d  
s i n c e r e l y  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a m e a s u r e  t o  r e s t o r e  f u n d i n g  t o  t h e  
L o n g e v i t y  p a y m e n t  p r o g r a m  f o r  2 0 0 4  t o  c o n t i n u e  in e x i s t e n c e  
t h i s  l a w  t h a t  is of v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e ,  in a d d i t i o n  to 
d e f e a t i n g  t h e  a b o v e  b a d  b i l l s .

Or, a r e  y o u  m e r e l y  v e r y  i l l - a d v i s e d  b y  y o u r  n e w l y  a p p o i n t e d  
a n d  c l o s e  a s s c i a t e s  w h o  d i s p l a y  l i t t l e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  
r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e  in A l a s k a ?  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  
j u s t  a r e  n o t  f u l l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  s t r e s s ,  d i s t r e s s  a n d  f e a r  
y o u  a r e  c a u s i n g  m a n y  e l d e r l y  t o  e n d u r e .  W e  c e r t a i n l y  do n o t  
" s t e p  u p  t o  t h e  p l a t e "  t o  w o r d l e s s l y  g i v e  u p  o u r  o n e  a n d  o n l y  
" s a f e t y  n e t . "  Y o u  a r e  h a r m i n g  us e v e n  b e f o r e  J u n e  3 0 t h  D  day.

T h e  o n l y  " c l a s s  c l a s h "  a m o n g  u s  is t h e  d i v i d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  
w e l l - p a i d  o r  p e n s i o n e d  e m p l o y e e s  o f  b i g  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  us. W e  m a y  h a v e  f a r  l e s s  t o  
l i v e  o n  b u t  o u r  v o t e s  c o u n t  j u s t  as h e a v i l y ,  o l d  o r  no t .

Y o u  m a y  n o t  r e a l i z e ,  s u r e l y  y o u r  y o u r  y o u n g e r  n u m b e r  c r u n c h e r s  
<io n o t  t h a t  t h o s e  n o w  in t h e i r  70' s, 80* s, 9 0 ' s a n d  m o r e  
s p e n t  m o s t  o f  o u r  w o r k i n g  l i v e s  in y e a r s  w h e n  t h e  d o l l a r  a m o u n t  
t a x e d  i n t o  t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  s y s t e m  w a s  m u c h  l o w e r t h a h t h a t  
a c c u m u l a t e d  b y  l a t e r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  n o w  ,65 t o  70; 
N o t  o n l y  w e r e  t h o s e  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  u s  e a r n i n g  h i g h e r  s a l a r i e s  
t h e i r  F I C A  t a x e s  w e r e  m u c h  h i g h e r .  T h e y  c a n  o r  d o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  
t o  h i g h e r  m o n t h l y  b e n e f i t s  t h a n  w e  will, e v e r  r e c e i v e .  I w o r k e d  
f o r  50 y e a r s  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h a t  w a s  w a s  u n d e r  t h e  y e a r s  o f  l o w  
w a g e s  a n d  l o w  F I C A  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  M y  m o n t h l y  i n c o m e  c o u l d  
n e v e r  m a t c h  t h a t  c f  s o m e o n e  e v e n  j u s t  10 y e a r s  y o u n g e r .

H o w e v e r ,  in A l a s k a  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  s e n i o r s  a n d  e l d e r s  w h o  
w o r k e d  h a r d  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  n o  o p p o r t i n i t y  
t o  a c c u m u l a t e  q u a r t e r s  o f  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  c o v e r a g e  n o r  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  a m i l l i o n  o r  tw o ,  m u c h  l e s s  n e s t  
e g g s  s u f f u c u e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m  in a w o r l d  o f  c o n s t a n t l y
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r i s i n g  p r i c e s  in a s t a t e  w h e r e  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  in 
t h e  c o s t  of n e c e s s i t i e s  l i k e  f o o d  a n d  f u e l  e x i s t .  C h e c k  y o u r  
o w n  s t a t i s t i c  g a t h e r i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  a 
g a l l o n  o f  m i l k  a n d  a g a l l o n  of f u e l ,  o r  a c a r t l o a d  o f  g r o c e r i e s  
b e t w e e n  R a i i b e i t  c i t i e s  w i t h  J u n e a u  a n d  t o w n s  a n d  v i l l a g e s  in 
o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  A l a s k a .  ( P a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  a s t a t e - w i d e  
s a l e s  t a x  d o e s  n o t  f i t  in a s t a t e  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  c o m m u n i t i e s  
w i t h  n o  p r o p e r t y  t a x  b a s e  a n d  w h i c h  r e l y  o n  a l o c a l  s a l e s  t a x  
to f u n d  e s s e n t i a l  l o c a l  s e r v i c e s . )

T h e r e  m a y  b e  a f e w  s e n i o r s  w h o  f i l l  o u t  the f o r m  a n d  m a i l  it 
b a c k  to J u n e a u  e a c h  m o n t h  a t t e s t i n g  t o  e l i g i b i t y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
m o n t h ' s  c h e c k  w h o  d o  n o t  n e e d  it t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s .  I 
s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h o s e  a b l e  to t r a v e l  f r e e l y ,  t h o s e  f o r  w h o m  m o n e y  
is n o t  a c o n s t a n t  p r o b l e m ,  a l r e a d y  h a v e  o p t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  
p r o g r a m  e v e n  t h o u g h  o u t - o f - s t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  e a s e d  a y e a r  .. 
o r  t w o  ago,

1 h o p e  y o u  d o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  is a p r o g r a m  t h a t  is f a r  m o r e  
e f f i c i e n t  a n d  i n e x p e n s i v e  in a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o s t s  t h a n  m o s t  
g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d e d  p r o g r a m s .  Its e x p e n s e s  a r e  l a r g e l y  c l e r i c a l .
T h e  m o n e y  g o e s  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  of t h o s e  t h a t  n e e d  it a n d  it is 
s p e n t  locally.' L o c a l  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  g r o c e r s  w o u l d  m i s s  o u r  
c h e c k s  w h e n  w e  a r e  l e f t  w i t h o u t  t h e  m o n e y  t o  s p e n d  f o r  f o o d  
t o  k e e p  u p  t h e  n u t r i t i o n  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e a l t h .

O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  m a n y  w h o  s p e n d  m o s t  of t h e  m o n t h l y  
c h e c k  d e f r a y i n g  s u c h  f r i l l s  as p a y i n g  f o r  P a r t  B o f  M e d i c a r e  
a n d  M e d i c a r e  S u p p l e m e n t a l  I n s u n n c e .  If w e  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  m a n a g e  
t o  p a y  o u r  w a y  a n d  h a v e  to s e e k  c h a r i t a b l e  h e l p  f r o m  t h e  
M e d i c a i d  p r o g r a m ,  in a d d i t i o n  to e n d u r i n g  p e r s o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a n d  t r y i n g  to s e c u r e  t h e  s u p p o r t  of p h y s i c i a n s  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e  
i f  w e  c a n  s t i l l  o b t a i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  p h y s i c a n s  w h o  n o  l o n g e r  
w e l c o m e  Medicare-M<?<iiga p p a t i e n t s  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  
s c h e d u l e s  f r o m  M e d i c a r e  w e r e  c u t  d r a s t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  f o r m e r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( t h e  s a m e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  whjo^dumped m i l i t a r y  
v e t e r a n s  i n t o  M e d i c a r e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  p a r t  of c r e a t i n g  a 
s u r p l u s  I ) t h e n  w e  c a n  w a i t  m o n t h s  to f i n d  o u t  if M e d i c a i d  w i l l  
a c c e p t  u s — is t h a t  y o u r  i d e a  o f  a " s a f e t y  n e t ? "

I a m  f o r c i b l y i J  r e m i n d e d  of t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  u n r e g e n e r s t e  
E b e n e z e r  S c r d b g e  w h o  s a i d  w h e n  a s k e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  at C h r i s t m a s  
a n d  r e f u s i n g ,  :the.i let t h e m  d i e  a n d  d e c r e a s e  t h e  s u r p l u s  
p o p u l a t i o n . "  A r e  w e  n o t  d y i n g  o f f  f a s t  e n o u g h  • * i?

I b e l i e v e  a l l  of t h e  r e a s o n s  s t a t e d  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  in t h i s  
l e t t e r  w e r e  f a c t o r s  in t h e  d e a l  s t r u c k  b e t w e e n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
a n d  t h e  s e n i o r  A l a s k a n s  w h e n  t h e  p h a s e - o u t  l a w  a n d  p r o m i s e s  
w e r e  m a d e .  T h a t  l a w  g a v e  t i m e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  w o u l d  be
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e f f e c t e d  p r o t e c t i o n  if t h e y  w e r e  r e l y i n g  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m  o r  
t i m e  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  p h a s e - o u t  if t h e y  w e r e  n e a r  r e t i r e m e n t . .  
T h i s  p r o p o s e d  a b r u p t ,  h a r s h  a n d  u n r e a s o n a b l e  e n d i n g  o f  t h e  
p r o m i s e d  s u p p o r t  d o e s  n o n e  of t h o s e  t h i n g s .  M o s t  o f  us c a n  
n o  l o n g e r  j u s t  g o  o u t  a n d  g e t  a n o t h e r  j o b  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  l o s s  
o f  t h e  f u n d s  t h a t  e n a b l e  us t o  m a i n t a i n  o u r s e l v e s .

T o  m a n y  v o t e r s  t a l k  of r e d u c i n g  t h e  s i z e ,  e x p e n s e  a n d  w a s t e  
o f  g o v e r n m e n t  m e a n t  c u t t i n g  t h e  n u m b e r ,  s i z e ,  d u p l i c a t i o n ,  
a n d  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  o f f i c e s ,  b u r e a u s ,  a n d  d e p a r t m e n t s  w h i c h  
m a k e  t h i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e g u l a t e d  s t a t e s  a n d  c o m p l i c a t e  
o u r  l i v e s .  N o w  w e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  i n s t e a d  e v e r y  e x p e n d i t u r e  
o n  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  a c t u a l  " s t a t e , "  w i l l  b e  f u n d e d  if it is of 
d o l l a r  v a l u e  b o t t o m  l i n e  t o  £ h e  s t a t e — ^ m e a n i n g  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  
o f  g o v e r n m e n t !  H o w  m a n y  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  
e l i m i n a t e d  in t h e  E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h  a n d  i t ’s t e n t a c l e s ?

In p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s  t h e  o w n e r  c a n  g o v e r n  b y  e d i c t  s o l e l y  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o t e c t i n g  h i s  m o n e t a r y  i n t e r e s t  if h e  s o  c h o o s e s .  
I n  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o c u s i n g  s o l e l y  o n  a d o l l a r  
v a l u e  b o t t o m  l i n e  is at t h e  l e a s t  i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  G o v e r n m e n t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  R e p u b l i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e x i s t s  to s e r v e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
t h e  s t a t e .  C o n t e n d i n g  o t h e r w i s e  is a f a l s e  p r e m i s e .

S u d d e n l y  p r o d u c i n g  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t a r y  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  c h a n g e s  o f  
p o l i c y  as s u r p r i s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o n e  l i k e  t h i s  w h i c h  c a n  o n l y  
h a v e  a m a j o r  d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  o l d e s t  
a n d  m o s t  i n t i r m  c i t i z e n s  is a k i n  t o  t h e  g a m e  of u p r o a r  
p l a y e d  b y  c h i l d r e n  i n  c l a s s r o o m s  t o  d i s t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  
s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e ,  o r  m o r e  l i k e l y  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  
i n t e n d  to do.

H a v e  y o u  c o n s i d e r e d  f o l d i n g  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
B u d g e t  i n t o  a d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  s o m e  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  d u t y  t o  
y o u r  c o n s t i t u a n t s .  It m i g h t  h e l p  y o u  p u t  a h u m a n  f a c e  on 
f u t u r e  p r o p o s a l s .

T h e  p r e s e n t  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l s  a r e  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  m a n y  
u n i n t e n d e d  c o n s e q u e n c e s — to g i v e  y o u  a g e n e r o u s  b e n e f i t  
o f  t h e  d o u b t .

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r ^ m e a n s  of p r e v e n t i n g  p a s s i n g  a l o n g  to l a t e r  
g e n e r a t i o n s  a f i s c a l  p r o b l e m  20 y e a r s  o r  m o r e  in t h e  m a k i n g .

A n y  f l a t  t a x  ( u s e r ’s fee) w o u l d  b e  i n h e r e n t l y  i n e q u i t a b l e  i n  
A l a s k a  w h a t e v e r  it is c a l l e d .  O f  c o u r s e  w e  s h o u l d  a l l  p a y  
a u s e r ' s  f e e  f o r  b e n e f i t t i r a g  f r o m  s t a t e  p r o v i d e d  s e r v i c e s  
b u t  t h a t  u s e r ' s  f e e  m u s t  b e  in p r o p o r t i o n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  
a b i l i t y  t o  p a y .  A f t e r  a l l  w e  r e p o r t  i n c o m e  s u c h  as
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P a g e  4
O p e n  L e t t e r  t o  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i  E. M. C a s e y

M a r c h  24, 2 0 0 3

t h e  d i v i d e n d s  w e  r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  as w e l l  
a s  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  p a y m e n t s  o n  f o r m  1 0 4 0  as p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  
o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  f e d e r a l  u s e r s  l i a b i l i t y  w e  m a y  
o w e  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e r e  is n o  r a t i o n a l  rea-ssm 
r e a s o n  n o t  t o  b e g i n  g a t h e r i n g  d a t a  a n d  c o n s i d e r i n g  d u r i n g  
f i s c a l  2 0 0 4  w h a t  a s t a t e  s e r v i c e s  user.'s f e e  b a s e d  o n  a 
s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  f e e  s h o u l d  be.

N o  o n e  m e a n s  of r a i s i n g  n e w  r e v e n u e  c a n  i n s t a n t l y  c u r e  20 
y e a r s  o r  m o r e  of f i s c a l  g a p  c r e a t i o n .  B e f o r e  P r u d h o e  B a y  b e g a n
to p t o v i d e  i t ' s  l a r g e s s e ,  s t a t e  c i t i z e n s  s u p p o r t e d  s t a t e   ^
s e r v i c e s  b y  p a y i n g  s u c h  a p r o g r e s s i v e  t a x  which'p.nto t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  p a y .  S u c h  a u s e r ' s  f e e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a l l  t h e  ' , . 
t r a d i t i o n a l  e x e m p t i o n s  a n d  d e d u c t i o n s  t h a t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  A

i. f e d e r a l  t a x  o n  p e r s o n a l  i n o o m e  tax, e k e  u s e r ' s  f e e .
/bWA

F o r  2004, a f t e r  a d j u s t i n g  v a r i o u s  f e e s  a t t a c h e d  t o  
b u s i n e s s e s  t o  m a k e  t h e m  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s i z e  a n d  e c o n o m y  
o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a b e t t e r  r e a s o n e d  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  t h e  C B R  d r a w  f o r  2 0 0 4  is n e e d e d  in o r d e r  t o  b u y  
t i m e  f o r  y o u  a n d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to w o r k  t o g e t h e r  in a 
c o o p e r a t i v e  a n d  b i p a r t i s a n  w a y  t o  b e g i n  g i v i n g  s o m e  s t a b i l i t y  
t o  t h e  f i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b e g i n n i n g  i n  2 0 0 5 -

W h i l e  w e  w a i t  to s e e  i f  t h e r e  is a n y  n e w  s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e  
in o i l  a n d  g a s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  h a v e  l e s s  d r a c o n i a n  m e a n s  
o f  alj i e v i a t i n g  p r o b l e m s  of t h e  O p e r a t i n g  B u d g e t  t h a n  
d i s c a r d i n g  i t ' s  o l d e s t  a n d  m o s t  i n f i r m ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  m o s t  
in n e e d  o f  p r o m i s e s  k e p t ,  a s  if t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to 
s o c i e t y  a r e  w o r t h l e s s .  T h e i r  k n o w l e d g e ,  w i s d o m  a n d  s k i l l s  
s u p p l y  m a n y  o f  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  h e l p  t o  k e e p  
t h e  f a b r i c  o f  o u r  e c o n o m y  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  f u n c t i o n i n g .

W i l l  y o u  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  B r a n c h ,  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a p p r o v a l  f o r  b o t h  approtc. 
p r i a t i o n s  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  t o  c r a f t  a w o r k a b l e  o p e r a t i n g  
b u d g e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  f u n d i n g  2 0 0 4  f o r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  p a y m e n t s  
w h i l e  y o u  a n d  t h e  L e g i s l a t o r s  s u r v e y  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h y  t h i s  
m o s t  e f f i c i e n t l y  r u n  f o r m  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  is i m p o r t a n t ?

P l e a s e  e x c u s e  m e  f o r  t h i s  f o r m  o f  s u b m i t t i n g ,  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  
t o  h e a r i n g s  in t h e  a f o r e s a i d  t w o  b i l l s .  I a m  t o o  i n f i r m  a n d  
i m m o b i l e  t o  t r a v e l  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  O f f i c e s  f o r  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  
m u c h  l e s s  g o  t o  J u n e a u .  I c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t h e  m e a n s  t o  u s e  
E - m a i l  n o r  t o n e r  c a r t r i d g e s  f o r  h a r d  c o p i e s .  M y  a r t h r i t i c  
h a n d s  a n d  a r c h a i c  t y p e w r i t e r  a n d  a b o t t l e  o f  W h i t e - O u t  a r e  
m y  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b y  an o l d  F A X — a s  l o n g  a s  1 c a n  
p a y  t h e  p h o n e  bill,,

V e r y  s i n c e r e l y

E v a  L y n  m. C a s e y  }
A n  O l d  V o t e r
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A A R P  A laska

H o n o ra b le  G a ry  S te v e n s , C h a i r  
S en a te  S ta te  A f fa i r s  C o m m itte e  
A la s k a  C a p ito l, R o o m  4 1 7  
Ju n eau , A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

M a rc h  2 4 , 2 0 0 3  S B  1 1 7  (G o v e rn o r  M u rk o w s k i )  -  O p p o se

D e a r  C h a ir  S te v e n s :

O n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  A A R P  m em b e rs  in  A la s k a , w e  en c ou ra g e  y o u  an d  y o u r  c o lle a g u e s  o n  
th e  S en a te  S ta te  A f fa i r s  C om m itte e  to  o p p o se  S B  1 1 7 , su bm itte d  b y  th e  S en a te  R u le s  
C om m itte e  o n  b e h a lf  o f  G o v e rn o r  M u rk o w s k i . S B  1 1 7  w o u ld  e lim in a te  the  A la s k a  
L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m .

In  1 9 7 2 , th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  in it ia te d  the  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  as a  w a y  o f  
rew a rd in g  th o se  o ld e r  A la s k a n s  w h o  c on trib u ted  to  the  S ta te ’ s g row th  w h en  A la s k a  w a s  a 
te r r i to ry , th en  e v e n tu a lly  a  sta te .

A s  the  p ro g ram  is  n o  lo n g e r  a c c ep tin g  n ew  ap p lic a n ts , th e re  a re  A la s k a n s , w h o  b e c au se  
th e y  ap p lie d  p r i o r  to  tire p ro g ra m ’ s d is c o n tin u a tio n , a re  g ra n d fa th e re d  in to  th e  p ro g ra m . 
T h e s e  in d iv id u a ls  a re  ag in g . E v e r y  y e a r , the n u m b e r o f  th o se  w h o  a re  g ra n d fa th e re d  in to  
th e  p ro g ram  d im in ish e s , as  in d iv id u a ls  pass aw ay . T h o s e  w h o  a re  c u r re n t ly  in  th e  
p ro g ra m  h a v e  d ep ended  o n  th a t m o n th ly  in c om e , o f te n  f o r  re n t in  an  a ss is ted  l i v in g  
fa c i l i t y  o r  p re s c r ip t io n  d ru g  c o s ts . W e  q u e s tio n  w h e th e r it  is  a d v is a b le  f o r  th e  G o v e rn o r  
to  su d d e n ly  s top  th e  p ro g ra m , w h en  1 8 ,0 0 0  o ld e r  A la s k an s .dep en d  on  th e  S 10Q . $ 1 5 0 , 
$ 2 0 0 , o r  $ 2 5 0  c h e c k  every7 m on th .

W e ’ re  c on ce rn ed  tha t, as th e  b o n u s  g o e s  to  th e  o ld e s t  o f  o ld e r  A la s k a n s , these  a re  the  
sam e  ones  w h o  a re  l i k e ly  to  u se  the  m o s t p h a rm ac eu tic a l d ru g s . T h e se  a re  the  s am e  o n e s  
w h o  a re  m o s t l i k e ly  to  b e  w id o w e d  o ld e r  w om en  t ry in g  to  "a g e  in  p la c e "  and  s ta y  
ind ependen t.

3601 C Street, Suite 14201 Anchorage, AK 995031 907-341-22771 907-341-2270 fax I 1-877-434-7598 TTY 
James G- Parkel, President! William D. Novelli, Executive Director and Cf. 21 www.aarp.org

http://www.aarp.org
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I t  w o u ld  b e  d i f f i c u lt  f o r  p e o p le  to  g o  b a c k  to  w o rk  at th e ir  ages . T h e  y o u n g e s t L o n g e v i t y  
B o n u s  re c ip ie n ts  a re  in  th e ir  e a r ly  7 0 ’ s. T h e  lo n g e v it y  b on u s  re c ip ie n ts  h a v e  re c e iv e d  
these  checks f o r  y e a rs  a n d  h a v e  b u i lt  i t  in to  th e ir  m o n th ly  b udge ts .

A n y o n e  o f  a n y  ag e  w o u ld  h a v e  t ro u b le  accep ting  a  s a la r y  cu t o f  $ 2 5 0  a  m o n th .

O ld e r  A la s k a n s  a re  w i l l in g  to  d o  th e ir  fa i r  sh a re  o f  b e lt - t ig h te n in g  to  h e lp  th e  S ta te  g e t its  
f is c a l h o u s e  in  o rd e r . A lth o u g h  o u r  m em b e rs  d o n ’ t  l i k e  ta x e s  a n y  m o re  th an  th e ir  
y o u n g e r c o u n te rp a rts , A A R P  has  in d ic a ted  w e  w o u ld  su p p o rt f is c a l p la n s  that 
w o u ld  m a k e  sen se  and  w e re  fa i r . I f  ta xes  m u s t b e  le v ie d , w e  b e lie v e  a  g ra d u a te d  in c om e  
ta x  is  the  m o s t  e q u ita b le  m e th o d  to  u se . However, for most of the Longevity Bonus 
recipients, the worst case scenario o f an income tax and a sales tax combined would 
not take as much money from their monthly budgets as the Governor’s proposed 
elimination of the Bonus. I t  m a y  n o t  be a  ta x , b u t i t  c e r ta in ly  h a s  th e  s am e  f i s c a l im p ac t 
in  the end .

W ith o u t  a  p re s c r ip t io n  d ru g  b en e fit  u n d e r M e d ic a re  and  w ith  110 A la s k a  sta te  
p h a rm ac eu tic a l b e n e fit , w e  n e ed  to  re c o g n i2e  that m a n y  o f  th e  b o n u s  re c ip ie n ts  a re  n o t  
g o in g  to  b e  a b le  t o  p a y  f o r  th e ir  p re s c rip t io n s  and u n d o u b te d ly  w i l l  s u f fe r  h e a lth  
p ro b lem s . P h a rm a c e u t ic a l p r ic e s  in  A la s k a  ro s e  o v e r  2 5 %  in  2 0 0 1  -  25% in  just one 
y e a r  -  th is  w as th e  h ig h e s t in c re a se  in  the e n tire  U n ite d  S ta tes .

I f  the  G o v e rn o r  w an ts  to  ta k e  aw a y  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s , th en  h e  s h o u ld  h e lp  o ld e r  
A la s k a n s  g e t s o m e  a ss is tan ce  w ith  p h a rm ac eu tic a l c o sts . T h e  G o v e rn o r  in d ic a te d  that 
p ro g ram s  l i k e  a d u lt  p u b lic  ass is tance  w o u ld  h e lp .th o s e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  re c ip ie n ts  w h o  
a re  h a rm ed  th e  m o s t b y  th e  lo s s  o f  the  B o n u s . A A R P  re c o g n ize s  th a t " p u b lic  a s s is tan ce " 
h as  an  e n t ire ly  d i f fe re n t  m e a n in g  f o r  o ld e r  A la s k a n s  th an  a "L o n g e v ity  B o n u s "  th a t 
h o n o rs  th e ir  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  b u i ld in g  o u r  S ta te . -

A A R P  su ppo rts  th e  G o v e rn o r  in  add re ss ing  o u r  s ta te ’ s b u dg e t s itu a tio n ; h o w e v e r , th e se  
1 8 ,0 0 0  o ld e r  A la s k a n s , w h o  re c e iv e  the  L on g e v ity  B o n u s  a re  n o t  ju s t  s ta tis tic s . T h e y  a re  
in d iv id u a ls  w h o  w i l l  h a v e  to  le a v e  assisted  l iv in g  fa c i li t ie s  o r  fo re g o  n e ed ed  p re s c r ip t io n  
d ru g  m ed ic a tio n . T h e  im p a c t w i l l  b e  fe lt  b y  these  in d iv id u a ls  and th e ir  fa m i lie s .

U n d o u b te d ly , s om e  o f  these  re c ip ie n ts  m ig h t b e  a b le  to  s ta y  in d ep enden t, e v en  i f  th e y  
lo s e  the  B o n u s ; b u t , w e  k n o w  th a t m an y  o f  th em  cann o t . S u re ly  A la s k a n s  c an  add re ss  th e  
S ta te ’ s b u dg e t s h o r t fa l ls  w ith  p la n s  th a t m a k e  sen se  and  a re  fa i r  to  o u r  o ld e s t  c it iz e n s .

A A R P  re c om m en d s  a “ N A Y ”  v o te  o n  S B  1 1 7 . .
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S h o u ld  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s tio n s  abou t o u r  p o s it io n , p le a s e  fe e l f r e e  to  c o n ta c t M a r ie  
D a r l in  ( 9 0 7 - 5 8 6 - 3 6 3 7 ) ,  C o o rd in a to r  o f  th e  A A R P  C a p ita l C i t y  T a s k  F o r c e ; P a t r ic k  L u b y  
( 9 0 7 - 7 6 2 - 3 3 1 4 ) ,  A A R P  L e g is la t iv e  R e p re s e n ta t iv e ; o r  m e  ( 9 0 7 - 2 4 5 - 5 2 5 9 ) .

M a rg u e r ite  S te ts o n
A A R P  A la s k a  E x e c u t iv e  C o u n c i l M e m b e r  f o r  A d v o c a c y
3 0 0 9  N o r th w o o d  S tre e t
A n ch o ra g e , A K  9 9 5 1 7 - 1 8 7 1
9 0 7 - 2 4 5 - 5 2 5 9
F a x  9 0 7 - 2 4 5 - 5 2 7 9
ffrnas@aarora.uaf.edu

C C : V ic e -C h a i r  J o h n  C o w d e ry
S e n a to r  F re d  D y s o n  
S e n a to r  G re tc h en  G u e s s  
S e n a to r  L y m a n  H o f fm a n  
G o v e rn o r  F ra n k  M u rk o w s k i

S in c e re ly ,

mailto:ffrnas@aarora.uaf.edu


/ 7 ,

m  2  5 2 0 0 2

C c ^ g X t t J L  £  .'Cu A J x ^

^ U ^ J L X P ,^ , ? t% & l

O P jl^ X ^  ,J * f O J \ ^  '.

Qx> Ol. S " 0  - ^ 2-o .a j 'A s u ^ i.A s - 'd ' (3j? J v ijZ x & J L j

( X ^ J L  J L u s - t X ^  Qrv^j C*—  feX /& JL  b L x  % 0O ,O T >

( l I s L j Z ^  (P  A -J U X a ^ m L *  .^ r r U y y tM x ^  X j >  / » X L q k

XLo JlrU ~cL<^d (X vc jl .J L ilp & s ^n\JL- ^ n x J L jttd  bUiL. U < X r^  d& ^ k

£r^ CLa .'-A- cJIJiotifi-^' />VU>^ 'to J^jsyi/C.tXs-' J b j J l ^  °

^cjXAJL' A\.

^ Y ^ a j j ^ x >  q M L  trj^ .̂ u j A a -o

x k  X x i&  o ^ o o  .J L ^ -A -c^ tk  ^ o - y  ~<jfUt

p5J^LcxX oJ*^ C t^Q -b  fcPlL* ~Tb A\jLC4fW-A-*dSlÂ  A '-J-0
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
'BRU

1
SB 117
3/6/03

Administration
Longevity Bonus

Sponsor
Requester

Governor
Compoi ,nt Longevity Bonus Grants

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

26

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3)
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3)

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3)
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3)

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paqe if necessary)

This reduction reflects the FY2004 savings from eliminating the Longevity Bonus program. The reduction 
is included in the FY2004 budget. This fiscal note is for information purposes only.

Prepared by: Dan Spencer_________________________  Phone 465-5655
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 3/5/03 9:13 AM
Approved by: Mike Miller__________________________________________  Date 3/5/2003
Agency Commissioner___________________  ____  ____

(Revised 9/2002 OMB) Page 1 of 1
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April 25, 2003

Dear Alaska State Legislators 
and Governor Murkowski:

Enclosed herewith are sixteen pages containing 158 signatures of Alaska 
residents who are strongly opposed to any changes in the Longevity Bonus 
Program.

So strongly are Fairbanksans opposed to Governor Murkowski’s proposed 
elimination of the Longevity Bonus Program that Republicans are likely 
to suffer in future elections should any changes be made.

The comment, “Governor Murkowski made me a Democrat,” was frequently 
expressed by those signing the enclosed petition.

Sincerely yours,

Ruth B. Bohrns 
Longtime Alaskan 
PO Box 80155 
Fairbanks, AK 99708 
(907) 479-6970

Ends.
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B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .
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B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t c  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’ s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s ig n a t u r e ) P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s C i t y  &  Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .



T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

Name ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s ig n a t u r e ) P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s C i t y  &  Z i p P h o n e E -M a i l
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B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 ,  j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ' s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

e  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

® A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .
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T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s i g n a t u r e  ) P h y s ic a l  A d d r e s s Ma il in g  Ad d r e s s C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

©

T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 ,  j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s i g n a t u r e ) P h y s ic a l  Ad d r e ss Ma i l in g  Ad d r e s s C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s i g n a t u r e )  . P h y s ic a l  Ad d r e s s Ma i l i n g  A d d r e s s C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

« T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 ,  j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  U ^ io n a jq r e ) ^ P h y s ic a l  Ad d r e s s m a il in g  A d d r e s s C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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B e f o r e  v o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n q e v i t v  B o n u s  P r o q r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n q :  ( f t ,

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

e  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o q r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s  A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

N a m e  (print) N a m e  (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

0

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o q r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

Name (print) (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip 
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T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’ s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o q r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s i g n a t u r e ) P h y s ic a l  A d d r ess Ma il in g  Ad d r e s s C i t y  &  Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

Name (print) Name (s ignature ) Physical Address Mailing Address City  & Z ip Phone E-Ma il

/ y + X U H v i k e f M P *4
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* T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 ,  j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ' s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 , d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o q r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e  ( s  ig n a t o r e  ) P h y s ic a l  Ad d r e s s Ma il i n g  Ad d r e ss C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S * a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 ,  j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o q r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) - N a m e  ( s  igna ttjre  ) P h y s ic a l  A d d r e ss Ma il in g  A d d r e ss C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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'  T O :  O u r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

•  T h e  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  2 0 0 3  s h o w s  1 7 , 3 4 0  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e c e i v i n g  w a r r a n t s .  

W i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  w e e k ,  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e c r e a s e s  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s h r i n k s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  F Y 2 0 0 4 , j u s t  8  m o n t h s  f r o m  n o w ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  1 7 , 2 5 2  ( 8 8  f e w e r ) .  S o u r c e :  S t a t e ’s  W h i t e  P a p e r ,  p a g e  4 ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 0 3 .

•  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m e a n s  t e s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  w i l l  b e  a n  

i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a c y .

•  I n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o q r a m  b e  p o s t p o n e d  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  

o f  o n e  y e a r  p e n d i n g  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o n  t h e  S t a t e ,  o n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s e n i o r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  

e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

«  A  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  r e c i p i e n t s  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l a w .

B e f o r e  y o u  v o t e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  I \

N a m e  (print) N a m e  (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l

J \ r T fi l )U 7 0  f  l/ f a d e o  P e l fa J S W P S s - ' T ' O V Z

C  l i O i A . \ \ z - 3  f j ^ Y p
/)(f/h y4 7 J i h-- -

r i

f — -
-T,̂  £,+.« J n/- ....- ‘ F  .(Co I /rUsk * A ̂C— V ' t  X o x f —

v - 1 8 /  f a t *  /4e»/= & / )  r r > 7 A & K 'S  7 9 7 0 f ( ' & 7 4 -  8
f  7  / J M c

U M -

' f i y G y / t o G A o t / h iv , r v
c )  \

Y s y Y v z t f\ v c/ii \ p p
i f

/ /<■ 'W*/ - f i o . S o x . 6'V/f
F 6 /fcs 9?7o;

i f A A A r 4 e ~ ? r ? c * C S >
.-/7 — '—'





A P R  0 f

/

S e n a to r  Robin T ay lo r
C h air, S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m itte e
S t a t e  C ap ito l

J u n e a u , AK  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  S e n a to r  T ay lo r:

W e a r e  o p p o se d  to  t h e  p ro p o se d  su d d e n  e lim in a tio n o f  \ \\e  A lask a  L o ngev ity  
Bonus. S e n io rs  all o v e r  A lask a  h a v e  in c lu d ed  th i s  incom e in t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  

~"~5udgets. To c u t  th i s  s o u rc e  o f  fu n d in g  to  th e m  w ould h a v e  d is ru p t iv e  

e f f e c t s  on  th e m  an d  t h e  local b u s in e s s e s  th e y  p a tro n iz e . I t  u n fa ir ly  t a r g e t s  

one g ro u p  o f  A lask an s  f o r  up to  $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0  p e r  p e rs o n  p e r  y e a r  c u t  in t h e i r  
incom e. O th e r  b u d g e ta r y  p ro p o sa ls  su c h  a s  t h e  $ 1 0 .0 0  p e r  s tu d d e d  t i r e  f e e  

o r  t h e  b u s in e s s  license  in crea ses , o r  ev e n  t h e  te n  c e n t  p e r  gaf 'o n  g aso lin e  

t a x  a r e  m inim al c o m p a re d  to  th i s  p ro p o sa l.

W e reco m m en d  t h e  L o n g ev ity  P ro g ram  b e  allow ed  to  '’un i t s  c o u rs e  a s  

p ro m ised .

Cc: Rep. C h ery l H e in z e  S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,

S en . Jo h n n y  Ellis

(Zep P a u l Sea.i~oA] 
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PRESBYTERY OF ALASKA

5 7 5 0  G lac ie r H ighway, C - 1 6  •  Juneau , A K  9 9 8 0 1
presbyl1@alaska.ik'i 

INROX: PB\ ALASKA

( U S N’'

M a rc h  3 0 ,  2 0 0 3

T h e  H o n o ra b le  G a ry  S te v en s
A la s k a  S ta te  S e n a to r , D is t r ic t  R
C h a ir , S en a te  S ta te  A f fa i r s  C om m it te e
R o o m  4 1 7
S ta te  C a p ito l
Ju n e au , A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a to r  S te v en s :

A t th e  2 0 0 3  S p r in g  S ta ted  M e e t in g  o f  th e  P re s b y te ry  o f  A Jaska , h e ld  o n  M a rc h  21  - 2 3 ,  2 0 0 3  in 
Y a k u ta t , A la s k a , th e  P re s b y te ry  v o te d  to  e n d o rs e  th e  e n c lo s e d  re s o lu t io n  e xp re s s in g  
o p p o s it io n  t o  e f fo r t s  t o  re p e a l o r  re d u c e  th e  c u rre n t A la s k a  L o n g e v i ty  B o n u s  P ro g ra m . T h e  
re s o lu t io n  a ls o  u rg e s  s u p p o r t , i f  n eed ed  t o  re s o lv e  th e  s ta te ’ s f is c a l g a p , f o r  o n ly  th o s e  fis c a l 
m ea su re s  w h ich  h a v e  a  p ro g re s s iv e  im p ac t. In c lu d e d  w ith  th e  P re s b y te ry ’ s a d o p t io n  o f  th is 
r e s o lu t io n  w as  a  re q u e s t th a t th e  P re s b y te ry ’ s c le rk  tra n sm it th is  re s o lu t io n  t o  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  
m em be rs  o f  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re . T h is  w o u ld  c e rta in ly  in c lu d e  y o u r s e l f  s ince any  
a c t io n s  o n  th is  m a tte r  w h ich  a re  t o  b e c om e  law  w i l l be c o n s id e re d  b y  th e  S en a te  S ta te  A f fa ir s

O n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  P re s b y te ry , w h ich  is  m ad e  up  o f  15 P re sb y te r ia n  ch u rch e s  f r o m  M e t la k a t la  
an d  K e tc h ik a n  t o  th e  s o u th  and  Y a k u ta t  t o  th e  n o r th , I  s in c e re ly  e n c o u ra g e  y o u  t o  re ad  th is  
r e s o lu t io n  and h o p e  th a t y o u  w i l l c o n s id e r  th e se  p o s it io n s  w h en  th e  S ta te  A f fa i r s  C om m it te e , 
o r  th e  S en a te  a s  a  w h o le , a c ts  o n  p ro p o s a ls  w h ich  c o u ld  le a d  t o  th e  te rm in a t io n  o f  th e  
L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  p ro g ram .

C om m itte e .

S in c e re ly ,

E ld e r  G u y  W a r re n  
S ta te d  C le rk
P r e s b y t e r y  o f  A l a s k a



P r e s b y t e r y  o f  A l a s k a  
A l a s k a n  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  R e s o l u t i o n

Whereas, m an y  A la s k a n s , e s p e c ia lly  in  ru ra l p a rts  o f  A la s k a , liv e  a t th e  sub ­
p o v e r ty  le v e l and  h a v e  th e  A la s k a n  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  a s  th e ir  o n ly  
re g u la r  s o u rc e  o f  m o n e y  to  add  t o  th e ir  m e a g e r in c om e s ; and

Whereas, th e  A la s k a n  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  is a lre a d y  s t ru c tu red  to  
n a tu ra lly  e n d ; and

Whereas, e lim in a t io n  o f  th e  A la s k a n  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  p la c e s  a 
d is p ro p o r t io n a te  sh a re  o f  c lo s in g  A la s k a ’ s f is c a l g ap  o n  a  sm a ll g ro u p  o f  
re s id en ts .

Now, therefore, be it resolved; that the Presbytery of Alaska, meeting on 
March 21-23, 2003 in Yakutat, Alaska

- Opposes any repeal or reduction of the Alaskan Longevity Bonus 
Program

- Urges Alaskan Lawmakers and Governor, to implement, if 
necessary, only fiscal measures which have a progressive impact.
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Fax.

3/24/03

Senator Robert Taytor 
Fax, #907 465 3922

Dear Senator,

This is in reference to H.B. 158 and S B117.1 have lived in our State since 
1941 and also voted for Gov. Murkowski at all of his elections. However I am not 
in favor of the above and believe that Gov. Murkowski is not being fair to our 
Senior population. Hopefully these Bills can be stopped.

You may contact me at PH.907 243 4901 or Fax. 907 243 4907.

Thank you & Regards,

Dennis Branham 
Box 190184
Anchorage, Ak. 99519 

Copy
Sen. Hollis French 907 465 659^

\Rep. Ethan Berkowski 907 465 2137
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2 8 0 8  W , 3 2 n d  A v a ,

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K ,  8 8 5 1 ?  . ? * o h # i  9 0 7 - 2 * 6 - 4 m  "

Sen. Robin Taylor, Chairman 
Senate State Affairs Committee 
3tate CaFitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99601

Dear S6n. Taylor:

I am one of those seniors affected by the Longevity 3onus. I have 
lived in Alaska -for fifty three years and if it means helping this 
Stats I am willing to give up the monthly stipend.

X would be interested in knowing how many of the seniors presently 
receiving this stipend would have actually qualified under the 
original plan but who thanks to Ron Zobel were made eligible?

I would just like to 3ee government— Democrat or Republican do for 
the Stats what is needed instead of making a political 
of something that shouldn't have happened in the first

lam from a generation who knows there is no free lunch 
just be tharfcful fbr the years we have received to the 
of all other non-qualifying, old needy seniors the

Very truly yours,

cc: Rep. Ethan Berkowittz
Sen. Hollis French

issue out 
place.

so let us 
exclusion 
"free lunch"*
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3 3 3 9  W en tw o rth  
A nchorage, AK. 9 9 5 0 8
9 0 7 -2 7 4 -4 7 6 1  
M arch  26 , 2 0 0 3

S e n a to r  Robin Taylor
C hair, S e n a te  S ta t e  A ffa ir s  C om m ittee
S ta t e  Capitol
Ju n eau , A K 99801

D ear S e n a to r  Taylor:

W e a r e  opposed  to  th e  p roposed  sudden  elim ination o f  th e  A laska lo n g ev ity  
Bonus. S e n io rs  all over A laska have included th is  income in th e i r  re tire m e n t 
b u d g e ts . To c u t  th is  so u rce  o f  funding to  th e m  would have d isru p tiv e  
e f f e c t s  on th e m  and th e  local b u s in esses  th e y  pa tro n ize . I t  un fa irly  t a r g e t s  
one group  o f  A laskans fo r  up to  $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0  p e r  person  p e r  y e a r  c u t  in th e i r  
income. O th e r  b u d g e ta ry  p roposa ls  such  as  th e  $ 1 0 .0 0  p e r  s tu d d e d  t i r e  f e e  
o r  th e  b u s in ess  license in c reases , o r  even th e  te n  c e n t  p e r  gallon gasoline 
ta x  a r e  minimal com pared  to  th is  proposal.

W e recom m end th e  Longevity Program  b e  allowed to  run i t s  co u rse  as 
prom ised.

Cc: Rep. C heryl H einze S in ce re lv  vours
Sen. Jo h n n y  Ellis

M uriel R ichardson

" K s - t -  a H



sues

[Fwd: House Bill 158/Sena.« Bill 117]

Subject: [Fwd: House Bill 158/Senate Bill 117]
Date: S a t, 29 M a r  2003 13:13:22 -0900

From: R e p re s e n ta t iv e  E th a n  B e rk o w it z  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ E th a n _ B e rk o w itz@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >  
To: A m y  C o f fm a n  < A m y _ C o f fm a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s >

Subject: House Bill 158/Senate Bill 117 
Date: T u e , 2 5  M a r  2 0 0 3  1 5 :2 9 :4 8  - 0 9 0 0  

From: "S u e  B ro w n "  < s u e b ro w n 2@ w o r ld n e t .a t t .n e t>
To: < S e n a to r_ R o b in _ T a y lo r@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s >

C C :  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ E th a n _ B e rk o w itz@ le g is .s ta t e .a k .u s >

This email is  to express my strong opposition to Governor Murkowski’s proposal to eliminate the Longevity 
. Bonus in House B ill 158 and it’s  companion measure, Senate Bill 117.

My uncle, a recipient of the Longevity Bonus, has been a resident of A laska since 1945, residing in 
Anchorage for the past 55 years. As a business owner for over 40 years, through his involvement in politics 
and his untiring efforts and countless hours of donated time to community service, he has made significant 
contributions to Anchorage and the state. He is  now 91 years of age, in declining health and suffering from 
dementia. H is w ish is to die in the state he ca lls home and dearly loves, Alaska. However, it is becoming 
increasing ly apparent that Alaska, certainly Governor Murkowski, views the elderly as a burden.

As h is niece and primary caregiver, I am appalled at the enormous obstacles facing the elderly in Alaska. My 
perception is a total lack of care and concern. Obtaining basic medical care is extremely difficult at best, 
im possib le at worst, as the elderly in Anchorage are literally abandoned by physicians who refuse to treat 
Medicare patients. In fact, my uncle currently has NO physician and not one of the 57 physicians listed as 
accepting Medicare would accept him after h is physician left the state in September. Th is is a fact, I called 
them all. Now, Governor Murkowski fee ls the need to eliminate the Longevity Bonus. First, make health care 
scarce and difficult for anyone enrolled in Medicare, then hit the same fo lks in the pocketbook. A  double 
whammy. It’s  shameful. A  disgrace.

Prescription costs are staggering and skilled respite care is extremely expensive. My uncle planned 
financially fo r his retirement, however, it is still a "fixed” income and the Longevity Bonus is part of that 
income. He counted on it. A laska promised it to him. And it helps enormously with the high costs associated 
with aging.

As a taxpayer, my uncle has contributed to Governor Murkowski’s huge government pension fund for many 
years. I suggest Governor Murkowski now do the right thing and leave the Longevity Bonus alone. Failure
to do so sends a clear message to the elderly and those who care for them Alaska doesn't need you here
and A laska doesn't want you here.

Sue Brown

o f I 4/1/2003 3:08 PM

mailto:Representative_Ethan_Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Amy_Coffman@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:suebrown2@worldnet.att.net
mailto:Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Ethan_Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us
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MAR 2 5 2003

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs 
.com m ittee name ~

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill # /  subject

3-25-03

G 'X to J b '/a T 'c Z  ffS iG  y

S ig n e d :

Representing (optional)

Phone number

10 39Vd dni:h n 3ins3i T689-Z9Z-Z.06 L b W Z  £00Z/SZ/£0
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March 25,2003

Senator Robin Taylor MAR 2 5  W O:

Chairman o f  the Committee 
Alaska State Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99801

The Honorable Senator Taylor

Written public testimony in the matter o f  House Bill 158 and Senate Bill 117

Please accept the following comments to be entered into the record as opposition to the 
above mention legislation by:

Richard and Patricia Garvin 
2822 Knik Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99517

I have been a resident o f  Alaska June 1942-2003.1 have lived and worked in Juneau, 
Fairbanks and now reside in Anchorage except for a period o f November 11,1944  
through November 11, 1946.1 served in South Pacific with the 4 l bi Infantry Division and 
attended Seattle University before returning to Anchorage, Alaska in April 1953 with 
Mrs. Patricia Garvin.

Alaska is our home and truly hope we will be able to stay in Alaska for the rest o f  our 
lives as we have planned. I am 76 years o f age, still working full time and contributing 
member o f  our community and state. We are counting on the Longevity Bonus as an 
important part o f  our retirement plan, if  we ever can retire. Please do the math. The 
money does not leave Alaska, nor does our salary, investment returns and savings. It all 
stays here and ripples through state economies.

We own a home, pay taxes, spend our income here and enjoy the fruits o f  Alaska. Please 
know that we have not missed voting since becoming 21, that’s 55 years o f  voting we 
also care about our state as you and your hard working committee.

Senator Taylor and committee members consider the promise by our state to seniors; a 
person’s word has always been our way in Alaska. About the Longevity Bonus and the 
budget? Well, it is a self-solving problem. Please just give a little time.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

R i c h a r d  H .  G a r v i n P a t r i c i a  M .  G a r v i n

TOTAL P.01
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C h a ir o f  th e  C o m m it te e , S e n a te  S t a t e  A f fa i r s  

A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la tu re  

F ro m : A lf r e d  a n d  V irg in ia  A u g e s ta d  F a x  N o : 9 0 7 - 2 7 6 - 1 5 6 0

P h o n e : 9 0 7 - 2 7 2 - 0 3 8 0

SU B JEC T : L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  D a t e :  M a rc h  2 5 , 2 0 0 3
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W e  g r e a t ly  o p p o s e  G o v e rn o r  M u r k o w s k i ; $ a c t io n  t o  e lim in a te  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  in  H B  1 5 8 ,  

' a n d  c o m p a n io n  m e a s u re  in  th e  S e n a te  u n d e r  S e n a te  B i ll ]  1 7 .

A s to n g - f i rn e  re s id e n ts  th e  e lim in a t io n  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  w i l l  p o s e  a  h a rd s h ip  t o  o u r  

c o n t in u e d  liv in g  in  A la s k a , s in ce  o u r  in v e s tm e n t  e a rn in g s  h a v e  d e c lin e d  w h i le  o w  h e a lt h  c a re  

c o s ts  h a v e  in c re a s e d . W e  a ls o  f e e l  t h e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  w a s  a  p ro m is e  a n d  t o  e lim in a te  i t  n o w  

w o u ld  b e  u n fa i r  a n d  u n ju s t .

A la s k a  h a s  b e e n  o u r  h o m e  f o r  o v e r  4 5  y e a r s ,  a n d  w e  u rg e  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c o m m it t e e  t o  p ro te c t  

th is  p r o g r a m  o n  o u r  b e h a l f  a n d  f o r  a l l  s e n io r s  in  A la s k a  w h o  n o w  r e c e iv e  m o n ie s  u n d e r  th is  

p r o g r a m . S u r e ly  G o v e rn o r  M u rk o w s k i  c a n  f in d  a  b e t t e r  s o u rc e  th a n  th e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  t o  

re d u c e  fu n d s .

5 ')nnr'

A lf r e d  a n d  V irg in ia  A u g e s ta d  

H 3 9  V irg in ia  C o u r t  

* ■ » *  1 M I  -

C o p y  S e n a t o r  H o llis  F re n c h  - F a x  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 6 5 9 5

R e p re s e n a f iv e  E th a n  B e r k o w i t z  -  F a x  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 2 1 3 7
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3-25-2003

Senator Robin Taylor »n 9 fi 200$
Chairman State A ffa irs  Committee W W
State o f Alaska

Dear Senator Taylor,

I  would lik e  to re g iste r my protest for the proposition to eliminate 
the Longevity Bonus by KB 158.

I  think i t  is  e n tire ly  unfair to these seniors to have such funds eliminated. 
Many o f thesepeople depend on these funds to enable them to stay in Alaska, 
hopefully in  their homes and most often near th eir fa m ilie s.

By residing here their other funds including so cia l secu rity  and 
retirement funds are spent here and contributeto the lo c a l economy.

This program i s  already being phased out. I t  should not be a target of 
the government for source of funds. I t  was not established to be 
a r b it r a r ily  canceled. This would negatively e ffe ct the Senior population 
that i s  being phased our by a ttr it io n  already.

I  request th is le g is la tio n  not be enacted. The Senior group of people 
adds much to the s t a b ilit y  of the State, i t ' s  welfare and fam ily 
sta b ila tio n .

S i nrvareO v .

bu^cumtr \~tri-a!iw
1971 Wildwood Ln. 
Anchorage, Ak. 99517

cc: Senator Hollis French
Representative Ethan Berkowitz 
Govenor Frank Murkowski



M A R - 2 5 - 0 3  T U E 1 2 : 2 4 2 7 9 2 7 9 4 P .  0 1

3-25-03

Senator Robin Taylor MAR 2  5 :2 m
Chairman Stare A rfa irs  Committee 
State o f Alaska

Dear Senator Taylor,

I  would lik e  to reg iste r ny protest for the proposition to elim inate 
the Longevity Bonus in  HB 158.

I  think i t  is  e n tire ly  unfair to these seniors to have such funds 
eliminated. Many o f these people defcpend on these funds to enable 
them to stay in  Alaska. I  don't fe e l i t  i s  fa ir  to target the seniors 
on th is  program to balance the statewide budget. The budget e ffe cts  
a l l  Alaskans and i t  i s  inequitable to target a p a tricu la t group to help 
accomplish th is .

Removing these funds would ce rta in ly  adversly e ffe ct many of the Seniors 
and cause much hardship in  many cases. I  don't fe e l welfare type funds 
should be a substitute for the senior program. Welfare adversly 
e ffe cts  the dignity of thoses on a fixed income and would negatively 
e ffe ct th e ir q u ality  o f l i f e .

These funds were a promise made to the recip ien ts. This program is  
already being phased cut so why should i t  be cut o ff  at th is  point .

I  strongly recommend th is le g isla tio n  not be passed.

Robert B. Smith 
2013 Wildwood Ln.
Anchorage, Ak. 99517

CC: Senator H o llis  French
Repreentative Ethan Berkowitz 
Govenor Frank Murkowski

q I  ( j ( ?  -  C e  * - (  ^
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MAR 2  5  20D

Fax to  S e n a to r  R o b in  T a y lo r  90? > i65-3922
C h a ir t Sen a te  S t a t e  A f f a ir e  Com m ittee

Re S e n a te  B i l l  11?

Many c i t i e s  encourage o ld e r  p eo p le  to  s e t t l e  in  

t h e i r  s t a t e .  R e t ir e d  p eo p le  do not r e q u ir e

s c h o o ls  and many o th e r s e r v ic e s .  They b r in g  t h e i r

r e t ir e m e n t  fu n d s in t o  th e  com munity where i t  i s

c i r c u l a t e d ,  /lo n g e v ity  payments encourage s e n io r s

to  re m a in  i n  A la sk a  t h e i r  home where t h e i r  fu n ds

a r e  s p e n t. H a vin g  p a re n ts  and g ra n d p a re n ts n e a r

c o n t r ib u t e s  t o  th e s t a b i l i t y  o f  A la sk a  f a m i l i e s .

We b e lie v e  S e n a te  B i l l  117 and House B i l l  158 a re

i l l  a d v is e d .

y & A / '  c o ,
R o b e rt  E . R e n k e rt pax ( 907 ) 2 7 7 - 035^
1225 S S t r e e t ,  Anohorage 99501 
M ild r e d  W. R e n k e rt

c c  S e n a to r H o l l i s  Fren ch  Fax \

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  E th a n  B erk o w itz Fax (9 0 ? J '-^6 5 -5 ;l'3 ?

C
O



1822 Forest Park Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99517

L a r r y  &  A r d e l l e  O s e n g a

March 24 2003

Senator Robin Taylor 
Stale Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Taylor:

Please be advised that we are opposed to Governor Murkowski's effort to eliminate our Longevity 
Bonus program for the following reasons:

We are retired and have no health insurance. I am sure there are many other senior citizens in our 
position. This seems like the last place to cut costs.Thc extra money helps us pay for our prescriptions 
and other medical costs.

To us, it seems foolish to take away a benefit from older Alaskans, that is slowly dying and will self 
destruct in five or six years.

Please do all in your power to defeat HB 158 and SB 117

Ardelle J. Osenga

cc; Senator Hollis French
Representative Ethan Berkowitz
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IlAROR 28, 2003

SENATOR ROBIN TAILOR*

TO WHOM IT  KAY CONCERN l

I f  our Longevity Bonus i s  taken away from us i t  ■would force my wife &

I  to s e l l  everything & move out of Alaska*

E,R,Ketterer -  55 plus years in  Alaska, 

d a n ces Ketterer -  52 plus years in  Alaska,

SINCERELY YOURS 
£,R.KETTERER 
3909 Turnagain Blvd., 
Anchorage, AK, 99517

P,S .
’vail Fax Copy to SENATOR HOLLIS FRENCH &  REPRESENTATIVE EATHAN BSRKD^TZ.
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2 9 0 4  W. 3 4 th S t r e e t  
A nchorage, AK 99517  
M arch  2 6 ,2 0 0 3

S e n a to r  Robin Taylor
C hair, S e n a te  S ta t e  A ffa ir s  C om m ittee
Ju n eau , AK 99801

D ear S e n a to r  Taylor;

I  am  opposed  to  th e  p roposed  sudden  elim ination o f  th e  A laska Longevity 
Bonus. S en io rs  all over A laska have included th is  income in th e i r  re t i re m e n t 
b u d g e ts . To c u t th is  so u rce  o f  funding to  th em  would have d is ru p tiv e  
e f f e c t s  on th e m  a s  a  whole, a s  well a s  me personally , and th e  local bu sin esses  
th e y  p a tro n ize , i t  u n fa irly  ta r g e t s  one group o f  A laskans f o r  up to  
$ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0  p e r  person  p e r y e a r  c u t in th e i r  income. O th e r  b u d g e ta ry  
proposals such  a s  th e  te n  do llar p e r  s tu d d e d  t i r e  f e e  o r th e  busin ess  license 
in c re a se s , o r  even th e  ten  c e n t  p e r  gallon gasoline ta x  a r e  minimal com pared 
to  th is  proposal. T he b u d g e t c u ts  should be  sp re a d  m ore widely, n o t fee 
m ade on th e  b ack s  o f  th e  sen io rs  who b u ilt th e  s ta t e .

I  recom m end th e  Longevity Program  b e  allow ed to  run  i t s  co u rse  a s  
prom ised.

Cc: S e n a to r  Hollis F rench  S in ce re ly  yours,

Rep. E th an  B erkow itz  I r e n e  S te w a r t
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Subj: Senate BH1117
Date: ‘3/26/03 12:33:02 PM Alaskan Standard Time
From: Seniorstar22 q- ^

The Longevity bonus is'vllal to older Alaskans. Maybe not all -  but a substantial number of the elderly rely on this to 
supplement their income. Do not eliminate It - could be determined by need - as upper Income Alaskans certainly do not need 
or depend on it.' Elders deserve a quality of life that makes old age bearable. You will be there someday, God willing. 
Sincerely, Mary Kathleen Bidawski, 2137 Arctic Circle, Anchorage, Alaska - “ 3517. AgfrBO years, 5 months. Alaskan since 
1946. ■ ••

'  • V • v

\ .

Vk&WYUx, M t i t *  » ,  2 S C J  Limnc* O o t V w ; » W o r t t t j 4 j  f * O T  1
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March 25, 2003

S e n a t o r  R o b i n  T a y l o r  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

Re :  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 7

A  f r i e n d  t o o  m e  n a m e d  S o p h o c l e s  w r o t e :

W i s e  t h o u g h  h i s  p l a n s  ar e ,  
a r t f u l  b e y o n d  a l l  d r e a m i n g .
T h e y  c a r r y  h i m  b o t h  t o  e v i l  a n d  t o  g o o d .

I f  o n e  c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p a s t ,  o n e  c a n ' t  k n o w  t h e  e v i l  h e  m a y  
do. I w o r k e d  u n d e r  E g a n  a n d  n o w  I k n o w  h o w  t o  b a l a n c e  b u d g e t s .
I t  is n o t  o n  t h e  b a c k s  o f  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  a n d  r e t i r e d  p e o p l e  n o  

l o n g e r  w o r k i n g .

M y  s a l a r y  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  w a s  $ 9 0 0  a m o n t h .  I n  t h e  s e v e n t i e s  
t h a t  o f f i c e  w a s  f i v e  t i m e s  h i g h e r ,  i n  t h e  e i g h t i e s  i t  w a s  s e v e n  
t i m e s  h i g h e r ,  a n d  n o w  i t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  t i m e s  h i g h e r .  A s  y o u  
c a n  s e e  t h a t  w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  t i m e  a n d  a i n c r e d i b l y  m o r e  f r i e n d l y  

p l a c e .

Y o u  s e e  h e r e  g o v e r n m e n t  is t h e  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  w h e n  i t s  
in t r o u b l e  p e o p l e  a r e  t o o .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  s a l a r y  b a s e  
i t  is t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e  h i t  n o t  i t s  p e o p l e .

O u r  b u d g e t  i s  $ 1 2 0 0  d o l l a r s  p e r  m o n t h  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  o n e  
c h e c k  f o r  $ 2 5 0  d o l l a r s  t h e  o t h e r  $ 2 5 0  c h e c k s  g o e s  f o r  i n s u r a n c e ,  
ga s ,  r e p a i r s ,  p a i n t ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  a c i g a r .  Y o u  t e l l  m e  w h o  
s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e  h i t —  t h e  o v e r  p a i d  o r  t h e  u n d e r  p a i d .  T h e  
b u i l d e r s  s u r e l y  n o t ,  t h e  t a k e r s ,  y e s .  T h a t s  G o v e r n o r  E g a n  a l l  

o v e r .
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