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The  H on o ra b le  C a r l G a tto  
A la sk a  H ou se  o f  R ep resen ta tives  
State C ap ito l B u ild in g  
Juneau, A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R E : H ou se  B i l l  3 5 1 , re la tin g  to the dev ices , in c lu d ing  ca rb on  m on o x id e  de tection  
devices, requ ired  in d w e llin g

D e a r R ep resen ta tive  G a tto ,

The A la sk a  A ssoc ia tion  o f  R E A L T O R S  w ith o v e r 1 ,1 0 0  m em bers s ta tew ide supports 
H ouse  B i l l  3 5 1 , w h ich  re la te s  to  requ irem en t o f  ca rbon  m on o x id e  de tection  dev ices 
in sta lled  and m ain ta ined  in q u a li fy in g  dw e llin g  un its in  A la ska .

The A ssoc ia tion  is in  fa v o r  o f  ca rbon  m on ox id e  dev ices in ren ta l un its in w h ich  the 
tenant is  re sp on s ib le  f o r  m a in ta in ing  the dev ice  in  w o rk in g  c on d itio n  and the la n d lo rd  
re spon s ib le  fo r  rep la cem en t o f  the device .

The A la s k a  A ssoc ia tion  o f  R E A L T O R S  encou rages the passage o f  H ou se  B i l l  3 5 1 .

S in ce re ly ,

K a th ry n  C la rk  
P residen t

The Voice for ReaI Estate ™ in Alaska
REALTOR' IS a roon lo r.. ruuk which Idonlilioe a  piolaislonol In 
(Sal oslalo who subscribes la a slrlcl Code ol Elhics as  a  mambor 
ol Iho NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS'
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
Department o f Public Safety 
Division of

H r o  F r o tm n t to f l
Frank H. MurkowskJ, Governor 
William Tandaske, Commissioner

Testimony to HB 351_______________________________________ January 23. 2004
I was asked to provide help on sections 1(a), 4(d)(3)(A), and provide an explanation 
of how our office promoted the smoke detector law throughout the state in 1984.
HB 351
Section 1(a). Issue: Address the requirement of installing carbon monoxide detectors 
in all hotel and motel rooms.
Discussion: 1. There is no data that supports the evidence of loss of life or injury in 
hotels or motels from carbon monoxide. There are no exceptions to address hotels 
and motels that have carbon based fuel systems but heat their rooms by an indirect 
method such as hydronic in-floor or baseboard hot water.
Discussion: 2. Section 4(d)(1) defines Dwelling Unit according to A S . 34.03.360. It is 
my opinion this definition only approaches "homes" and do©3 not address hotels and 
motels (There are some exceptions). Carbon monoxide detectors, unlike smoke 
detectors, are not addressed in
the building code. When the smoke detector law was put into place it was written to 
address those locations that the building code did rot cover. As written, hotels and 
motels would require additional language in this legislation to be addressed because 
the requirement is not identified In the building or fire code. We generally support the 
installation of carbon monoxide detectors in hotels and motels that utilize carbon- 
based fuel but have no data to document the loss of life or injury as we can in single 
or multiple unit d  veilings.
Section 4(d)(3)(A). Issue: Address the inclusion of all fuel types that emit carbon 
monoxide.
Proposal: contains or is serviced by a carbon based fueled appliance or device that 
produces by-products of combustion.
Discussion: This change in wording incorporates all fuel types that can produce 
mrbon monoxide and eliminates any product, device or fuel type loophole

O ffic e  o f  th e  D ire c to r
6 7 0 0  E a s t  T u d o r  R d . -  A neho ra& a , A K  9 0 6 0 7  -  V o ic e  (9 0 7 ) 2 6 9 -6 4 9 1 -  F a x  (9 0 7 ) 3 3 6 -4 3 7 0
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Implementation discussion: When the smoke detector requirement was written into 
law the Division of Fire Prevention sent out mailers, had contests, spoke at 
community functions and traveled the state to educate the public on the benefits and 
requirements of installing smoke detectors in their homes. Fortunately today we 
have more efficient methodologies to "get the word out" without all the associated 
costs of the past.
Under the existing budget and time constraints the Division o f Fire Prevention would 
maximize the use o f public safety announcements and press releases through the 
department's Public Information Office. Other sources, such as media interviews 
and free brochures from federal, private and manufacturer’s sources for public 
distribution are already available. Additionally, local fire departments, private 
business partnerships and the use of the internet would be used to educate the 
public. The Division cf fire prevention would work with other state agencies to 
Identify potential grant programs and resources to address the new requirement and 
address the selection, placement and maintenance of the detectors through the 
manufacture’s recommendations. Availability and variety of the carbon monoxide 
detectors should increase dramatically as market conditions respond to the public's 
increase in demand.
Other considerations: Enforcement of the new law will be problematic if not 
impossible by the Division cf Fire Prevention or local authorities in deferred 
jurisdictions. The bill is directed toward private homes and tenant spaces. A 
person’s home is their castle, although we can ask to check if an appropriate carbon 
monoxide detector has been placed in the home, access can be denied.
I believe that fiduciary requirements and insurance carriers will carry greater impetus 
to install these detectors, once adopted as law, than any regulatory agency.

Kelly Nicolello
Assistant State Fire Marshal

O ffic e  o f  th e  D ire c to r
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O u r  C h i l d r e n  a t  R i s k  T a s k  F o r c e

D e c e m b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 0 3

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M a x  F . G ru e n b e rg , J r . 
H o u s e  o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
A la s k a  S ta te  C a p ito l 
Ju n eau , A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S ta te  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  G ru e n b e rg ,

R e c e n t ly , y o u  and  m em be rs  o f  y o u r  s t a f f  re q u e s te d  in fo rm a t io n  o n  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
le g is la t io n  f r o m  th e  C h i ld re n  A t  R i s k  T a s k  F o r c e  b ased  o n  m ee tin g s  w ith  fo lk s  a t th e  
N a t io n a l C o n fe re n c e  o f  S ta te  L e g is la to rs . H o p e fu l ly  y o u  re c e iv e d  th e  p a c k e t o f  
in fo rm a t io n  th a t in c lu d ed  c o p ie s  o f  re c e n t s ta te  le g is la t io n , c o d e s  a n d /o r  am endm en ts  
f r o m  N e w  Y o r k  and  N e w  J e rs e y  th a t re q u ire  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  a la rm s  in re s id en tia l 
d w e llin g s  and  th a t y o u  fo u n d  it u se fu l.

I  p e rs o n a lly  w an te d  t o  g iv e  y o u  a  h ead s  u p  th a t th e re  w a s  an  u n fo r tu n a te  c a rb on  
m o n o x id e  p o is o n in g  in c id en t in  A n c h o ra g e  o v e r  th e  w e e k en d  in  w h ic h  an  e n t ire  fa m i ly  
w a s  fa ta l ly  p o is o n e d . O n e  p e rs o n  is  s t i ll h o sp ita liz e d  f r o m  w h a t I  re c a ll, b u t se v e ra l 
fa m i ly  m em be rs  p e rish ed , in c lu d in g  a  fe w  ch ild ren . A n c h o ra g e  M a y o r  M a r k  B e g ic h  is 
c u r re n t ly  c o n d u c t in g  a  fu n d ra is in g  c am p a ig n  t o  s o lic i t  d o n a t io n s  o f  C O  a la rm s  t o  d o n a te  
t o  lo w - in c o m e  fa m ilie s  th e re  w ith  th e  h o p e s  o f  p re v e n t in g  a n o th e r  C O  tra g ed y . H e  se em s 
t o  b e  v e ry  a f fe c te d  b y  th is  in c id en t, is  v e ry  p a s s io n a te  a b o u t th is  is su e  and  m ay  b e  a g re a t 
s u p p o r te r  i f  y o u  a rc  s t i ll lo o k in g  a t s p o n so r in g  a  b i ll a t th e  s ta te  le v e l (n o te  th a t I  h a v e n ’ t 
s p o k e n  w ith  h im  re g a rd in g  y o u r  in te re s t o n  th is  is su e ). T h is  w o u ld  a ls o  b e  a  s o lid  
e x am p le  in y o u r  o w n  b a c k y a rd  th a t m ig h t h e ig h ten  aw a re n e s s  o f  th e  n eed  f o r  C O  
le g is la t io n  in  A la s k a .

I f  y o u  n eed  fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n , p le a s e  d o n ’ t h e s ita te  t o  c o n ta c t m e .

'L a u r ie  B o w s e r -S e v e r  
C om m u n ic a t io n s  M an a g e r 
P h o n e : 9 1 9 - 3 0 4 - 8 3 1 2
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R I S K  '

Ju ly  10, 2003  

D e a r N C S L  attendee:

S eve ra l years ago , I  lo s t tw o o f  m y three sons, Z acha ry  and N ich o la s  (1 6  m onths and fo u r years o f  age ) to 
c a rb o n  m on ox id e  p o ison in g  f fo m  a fu rnace m a lfu nc tion  that n e a r ly  w iped ou t o u r en tire fam ily . S ince the 
death o f  my sons, I  have becom e an advocate f o r  the use o f  ca rbon  m on ox id e  a la rm s in all homes.

C a rbon  m onox ide is known as the “ S ile n t K i l le r ”  fo r  a v e ry  g ood  reason  -  y o u  d o n ’ t know  it is there. C O  
attacks w ithout warn ing -  y ou  can ’ t see it, sm e ll it o r  taste it and sym ptom s m im ic  the f lu . C O  is th e  #1  cause 
o f  a cc id en ta l p o ison in g  d ea th s  in  th e  U .S . and accounts fo r  4 0 ,0 0 0  em ergency ro om  v is its , 2 0 ,0 0 0  health - 
re la ted  in ju ries and 2 ,0 0 0  deaths annua lly .

I  can assure you  that m y fam ily  was n o  d iffe ren t than you rs  o r  fam ilie s  in y o u r d is t r ic t  W e  s im p ly  d idn ’ t 
know  what C O  was o r  that we w ere at risk . A s som eone who su rv ived  a dead ly  carbon  m onox id e  incident, I  
can te ll you  that y ou  d on ’ t know  what’ s happening to  y ou  -  un til it ’ s to o  late. O n ly  an a la rm  can a le rt y ou  to 
the presence o f  carbon m onox ide  b e fo re  it becom es li fe  threaten ing.

C a rbon  m onoxide is a natu ra l by -p roduct o f  com bustion  in fu e l bu rn ing  app liances. A  tox ic  sp ill can happen 
at any time due to a fau lty  fu rnace , b locked  ch im ney , cracked  vent p ip e  o r  c lo thes d ry e r w ith a b locked  vent. 
E lec tric -on ly  homes are ju s t as susceptib le to this hou seho ld  threat because a  ca r le ft  id lin g  in an attached 
garage, a gas-powered genera to r used during a p ow e r outage o r  a cha rcoa l g r i l l  b rough t indoo rs  o r  operated 
too  c lose  to the hom e can cause hazardous consequences.

Sm oke  a la rm  leg is la tion  has been successfu l in reducing the num ber o f  fire -re la ted  deaths in ou r 
com m unities. N ow , it is tim e to  lo o k  at carbon m onox id e  a la rm s in the same w ay -  as a c ritica l p iece o f  home 
sa fety equipment that be longs in e ve ry  househo ld , ren ta l p rope rty  and lodg ing  fa c ility .

N ew  Y o rk , New  Jersey and R hode  Is land  are three states w ith law s requ iring  carbon m onox ide a la rm s in 
hom es, lodg ing fac ilitie s  and renta l p roperties. M any  o the r c ities and towns have s im ila r requirem ents. B y  
sponsoring carbon m onox ide leg is la tion , you  can he lp  y o u r state and its constituents save lives and prevent 
in ju ries, espec ia lly  am ong younger fam ily  m em bers w ho are at g rea te r r isk  to  carbon m onox ide  exposure .

Y o u r  he lp is u rgen tly  needed today! I_urge_VQuJo s top  b y  b o o th  8 3 7  a t the  N a t io n a l C o n fe re n c e  o f  S ta te  
L e g is la to rs  m eeting  J u ly  2 3 -2 5  in  S an  F ra n c is c o  where m em bers o f  the O u r C h ild ren  at R is k  T ask  Fo rce , 
inc lud ing m yse lf, w i ll be ava ilab le  to discuss the im portance o f  passing ca rbon m onox id e  leg is la tion  in y ou r 
state. W e  can p rov id e  m ode l leg is la tion  and any add itiona l in fo rm a tion  you  m ay need to a id in this important 
e ffo r t .

I f  y o u ’d like  fu rthe r in fo rm ation  p r io r to the con fe rence , p lease d o n ’ t hesitate to contact us. I  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to 
meeting you .

S in ce re ly , /~

C h e ry l B in t
Cha irperson , O u r C h ild ren  at R is k  T ask  Fo rce

541 N. Fairbanks, Suite 2040 •  Chicago, Illinois 60611 « 1-877-COFACTS
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S en a to r C on  Bunde
C ha irm an , Senate L a b o r and C om m erce  C om m itte e  
S ta te  C ap ito l, R o o m  5 0 6  
Juneau , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r  S en a to r B unde ,

T h e  A m e ric an  L u n g  A ssoc ia tion  o f  A la s k a  en th u s ia s tic a lly  
supports  H ou se  B i l l  3 5 1 , requ iring  ca rb on  m on o x id e  detectors in  
A la s k a n  hom es . A L A A  is the lead  agency in  A la s k a  in  the fig h t f o r  
lu ng  hea lth  and has been ac tive  in educating the p u b lic  abou t the 
im po rtance  o f  C O  detectors , e sp e c ia lly  du ring  the  w in te r m on ths.

A L A A  v iew s th is le g is la tio n  as an im po rtan t step f o r  A la skan s  to  
p ro tec t th e ir fam ilie s  f ro m  ca rb on  m on ox id e  p o ison in g , the lead ing  
cause o f  acc iden ta l p o ison in g  in  the U n ited  States . T ra g ic a lly , 
n e a r ly  3 0 0  A m erican s d ie e ve ry  y ea r and thousands m o re  seek 
m ed ic a l a tten tion  f ro m  carbon  m on o x id e  exp osu re  in  th e ir hom es.

H ow ev e r , w c can p ro tec t ou rse lv e s  fro m  w hat can becom e a 
d ead ly  p ro b lem . R eq u ir in g  ca rb on  m on o x id e  detectors in  o u r  
h om es is a s im p le  step tow a rd  p reven ting  an y  m o re  traged ies lik e  
w e ’ ve  seen th is  w in te r in  A ncho rage  and w e u rge  y o u r support.

S in c e re ly ,

C h ris tie  G a rbe , C E O
A m erican  Lung  A ssoc ia tion  o f  A la s k a

http://www.aklung.org
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Frequently Asked Questions About Carbon 
Monoxide Detectors

What is carbon monoxide (CO) and why do I need a carbon 
monoxide detector?

C a rb o n  m o n o x id e  is a  c o lo r le s s , o d o r le s s , ta s te le ss  and  to x ic  g as  p ro d u c e d  as a  b y -p ro d u c t  o f  
c o m b u s t io n . A n y  fu e l b u rn in g  a p p lia n c e , v e h ic le , t o o l o r  o th e r d e v ic e  h as th e  p o te n t ia l to  p ro d u c e  
d a n g e ro u s  le v e ls  o f  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  gas . E x a m p le s  o f  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  p ro d u c in g  d e v ic e s  c o m m o n ly  
in  u s e  a ro u n d  th e  h o m e  in c lu d e :

•  F u e l f i r e d  fu rn a c e s  (n o n -e le c t r ic )
•  G a s  w a te r  h e a te rs
•  F i re p la c e s  and  w o o d s to v e s
•  G a s  s to v e s
•  G a s  d ry e rs
•  C h a rc o a l g r i l ls
« L a w n m o w e rs , s n o w b lo w e rs  a n d  o th e r  y a rd  e q u ipm en t
•  A u to m o b i le s

T h e  C o n s u m e r  P ro d u c ts  S a fe ty  C o m m is s io n  (C P S C )  re p o rts  that a p p ro x im a te ly  2 0 0  p e o p le  p e r  y e a r  a re  
k i l le d  b y  a c c id e n ta l C O  p o is o n in g  w ith  an  a d d it io n a l 5 0 0 0  p e o p le  in ju re d . T h e se  d ea th s  and  in ju r ie s  a re  
t y p ic a l ly  c a u se d  b y  im p ro p e r ly  u sed  o r  m a lfu n c t io n in g  e q u ipm en t ag g ra v a te d  b y  im p ro v e m e n ts  in  
b u i ld in g  c o n s t ru c t io n  w h ic h  l im i t  th e  a m ou n t o f  fre s h  a i r  f lo w in g  in  to  h om e s  and  o th e r  s tru c tu re s .

W h i le  r e g u la r  m a in te n a n c e  an d  in s p e c t io n  o f  *as  b u rn in g  eq u ipm en t in  the  h om e  can  m in im iz e  the  
p o te n t ia l f o r  e x p o s u re  to  C O  gas , th e  p o s s ib i li t y  f o r  s om e  typ e  o f  sudden  fa i lu r e  re s u lt in g  in  a  p o te n t ia l ly  
l i f e  th re a te n in g  b u i ld  u p  o f  gas a lw a y s  e x is ts .

What are the medical effects of carbon monoxide and how do I 
recognize them?

C a rb o n  m o n o x id e  in h ib its  the  b lo o d 's  a b i li t y  to  c a n y  o x y g e n  to  b o d y  tis su es  in c lu d in g  v ita l o rg a n s  su ch  
as th e  h e a rt a n d  b ra in . W h e n  C O  is in h a le d , it c om b in e s  w ith  the o x y g e n  c a r ry in g  h e m o g lo b in  o f  the 
b lo o d  to  fo rm  c a rb o x y h e m o g lo b in . O n c e  c om b in e d  w ith  the h e m o g lo b in , that h e m o g lo b in  is  n o  lo n g e r  
a v a i la b le  f o r  t ra n s p o r t in g  o x y g e n . H o w  q u ic k ly  the c a rb o x y h e m o g lo b in  b u i ld s  up  is a fa c to r  o f  the 
c o n c e n t ra t io n  o f  the  g a s  b e in g  in h a le d  (m e a su re d  in  p a rts  p e r  m i l l io n  o r  P P M )  and  the d u ra t io n  o f  the 
e x p o s u re . C o m p o u n d in g  the  e f fe c ts  o f  th e  e x p o s u re  is  the lo n g  h a l f - l i f e  o f  c a rb o x y h e m o g lo b in  in  the  
b lo o d . H a l f - l i f e  is  a  m e a su re  o f  h o w  q u ic k ly  le v e ls  re tu rn  to  n o rm a l. T h e  h a l f - l i f e  o f  c a rb o x y h e m o g lo b in  
is a p p ro x im a te ly  5  h o u rs . T h is  m e an s  that f o r  a  g iv e n  e x p o su re  le v e l, it w i l l  ta k e  a b ou t 5  h o u rs  f o r  the  
le v e l o f  c a rb o x y h e m o g lo b in  in  th e  b lo o d  to  d ro p  to  h a l f  its  c u rre n t le v e l a f te r  the  e x p o s u re  is  te rm in a te d .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  ta b le  d e s c r ib e s  th e  s ym p to m s  a s so c ia te d  w ith  a g iv e n  c o n c e n tra t io n  o f  C O H b :

h t t p : / / w w w . f r e e n e t . m s p . m n . u s / p e o p l e / g u e s t b / p u b e d / c o f a q . h t m l 9 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 3

http://www.freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaq.html
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% COHb Symptoms and Medical Consecjuences

10% No s y m p to m s . H e a v y  s m o k e r s  c a n  h a v e  a s  much a s  9% COHb.

15% M i ld  h e a d a c h e .

25% N a u s e a  a n d  s e r i o u s  h e a d a c h e . F a i r l y  q u i c k  r e c o v e r y  a f t e r
t r e a t m e n t  w i t h  o x y g e n  a n d / o r  f r e s h  a i r .

30% S ym p tom s i n t e n s i f y .  P o t e n t i a l  f o r  l o n g  t e rm  e f f e c t s
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  i n f a n t s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  e l d e r l y ,  
v i c t im s  o f  h e a r t  d i s e a s e  a n d  p r e g n a n t  women.

45% U n c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

50%+ D e a t h .

S in c e  o n e  can 't e a s i ly  m e a s u re  C O H b  le v e ls  o u ts id e  o f  a  m e d ic a l e n v iro n m e n t , C O  t o x ic i t y  le v e ls  a re  
u s u a l ly  e x p re s s e d  in  a i rb o rn e  c o n c e n t ra t io n  le v e ls  ( P P M )  an d  d u ra t io n  o f  e x p o s u re . E x p re s s e d  in  th is  
w a y , s y m p to m s  o f  e x p o s u re  c an  b e  s ta ted  as f o l lo w s :

PPM CO Time Symptoms

3 5  PPM 8 h o u r s Maximum e x p o s u r e  a l l o w e d  b y  OSHA i n  t h e  
w o r k p la c e  o v e r  an  e i g h t  h o u r  p e r i o d .

2 0 0  PPM 2 - 3  h o u r s M i ld  h e a d a c h e , f a t i g u e ,  n a u s e a  an d  d i z z i n e s s .

4 0 0  PPM 1 - 2  h o u r s S e r i o u s  h e a d a c h e -  o t h e r  sym p tom s i n t e n s i f y .  
L i f e  t h r e a t e n i n g  a f t e r  3 h o u r s .

8 0 0  PPM 45  m in u t e s D i z z i n e s s ,  n a u s e a  an d  c o n v u l s i o n s .
U n c o n s c io u s  w i t h i n  2 h o u r s .  D e a th  w i t h i n  2 - 3  
h o u r s .

1 6 0 0  PPM 2 0  m in u t e s H e a d a c h e , d i z z i n e s s  a n d  n a u s e a .  D e a th  w i t h i n  
1 h o u r .

3 2 0 0  PPM 5 - 1 0  m in u t e s H e a d a c h e , d i z z i n e s s  an d  n a u s e a .  D e a th  w i t h i n  
1 h o u r .

6 4 0 0  PPM 1 - 2  m in u t e s H e a d a c h e , d i z z i n e s s  an d  n a u s e a .  D e a th  w i t h i n  
2 5 - 3 0  m in u t e s .

1 2 , 8 0 0  PPM 1 - 3  m in u t e s D e a th .

A s  c a n  b e  s e en  f r o m  th e  a b o v e  in fo rm a t io n , th e  s ym p tom s  v a r y  w id e ly  b a sed  o n  e x p o s u re  le v e l ,  
d u ra t io n  an d  th e  g e n e ra l h e a lth  and  ag e  o n  an  in d iv id u a l. A ls o  n o te  th e  o n e  re c u r re n t th em e  th a t is  m o s t
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s ig n i f ic a n t  in  th e  re c o g n it io n  o f  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  p o is o n in g -  h e ad ach e , d iz z i ness a n d  n a u se a . T h e s e  ' f lu  
l i k e 1 s y m p to m s  a re  o fte n  m is ta k e n  f o r  a  re a l c a se  o f  th e  f lu  a n d  can  re s u lt  in  d e la y e d  o r  m is d ia g n o s e d  
tre a tm en t. W h e n  e x p e r ie n c e d  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  a the  s o u n d in g  o f  a  c a rb o n  .n o n o x id e  th e se  s y m p to m s  
a re  th e  b e s t in d ic a to r  th a t a  p o te n t ia l ly  s e r io u s  b u i ld u p  o f  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  e x is ts . T h is  c o m m e n t w i l l  be 
re tu rn e d  to  la te r .

What are the different types of carbon monoxide detectors and 
how do they work?

T h e re  a re  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i f fe r e n t  ty p e s  and  b ra n d s  o f  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs  o n  th e  m a rk e t  to d a y ; 
T h e y  c a n  b e  m o s t  e a s i ly  c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  w h e th e r th e y  o p e ra te  o n  h o u s e h o ld  c u r re n t o r  b a tte r ie s . 
U n d e r ly in g  th is , in  m o s t c a se s , is th e  ty p e  o f  s e n so r e m p lo y e d  in  th e  d e te c to rs  o p e ra t io n . D e te c to rs  u s in g  
h o u s e h o ld  c u r re n t t y p ic a l ly  e m p lo y  s om e  typ e  o f  s o lid -s ta te  s e n s o r  w h ic h  p u rg e s  i t s e l f  a n d  re s a m p le s  
f o r  C O  o n  a  p e r io d ic  b a s is . T h is  c y c lin g  o f  the  s e n s o r  is  the  s o u rc e  o f  its  in c re a s e d  p o w e r  d em an d s . 
D e te c to rs  p o w e re d  b y  b a tte r ie s  t y p ic a l ly  u se  a p a s s iv e  s e n s o r  te c h n o lo g y  w h ic h  re a c ts  to  th e  p r o lo n g e d  
e x p o s u re  to  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  gas .

Are some types of detectors better than others? How do I select 
the best detector for me?

R e g a rd le s s  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  s e n s o r  u se d  a l l  d e te c to rs  s o ld  o n  th e  m a rk e t  to d a y  s h o u ld  c o n fo rm  to  m in im u m  
s e n s it iv i ty  and  a la rm  c h a ra c te r is t ic s . T h e se  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  h a v e  b e en  d e f in e d  and  a re  v e r i f ie d  b y  
U n d e rw r i te r s  L a b o ra t o r y  in  th e ir  s ta n d a rd  f o r  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs  U L  2 0 3 4 .  T h is  s ta n d a rd  w a s  
m o s t r e c e n t ly  r e v is e d  in  Ju n e  o f  1 9 9 5  and  w en t in to  e f fe c t  in  O c to b e r o f  1 9 9 5 . T h is  r e v is io n  s p e c i f ie d  
a d d it io n a l re q u irem e n ts  re g a rd in g  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  d e te c to r ty p e , lo w - le v e l (n u is a n c e ) a la rm  s e n s it iv i ty  
and  a la rm  s i le n c in g . U n d e r  n o  c irc um s ta n c e s  s h o u ld  o n e  p u rc h a se  a d e te c to r th a t is  n o t  U L  lis te d .

E a c h  o f  th e  tw o  ty p e s  o f  d e te c to rs  m e n tio n e d  p re v io u s ly  h a s  a p p lic a t io n s  in  th e  h o m e  a lo n g  w ith  
a s so c ia te d  a d v an ta g e s  a n d  d is a d v an ta g e s . T h e  p ro p e r  d e te c to r f o r  each  a p p lic a t io n  o r  in s ta l la t io n  s h o u ld  
be c h o s e n  b a sed  o n  the  a p p lic a t io n  re q u irem en ts  and  the  p ro d u c ts  s p e c if ic a t io n s . T h e  f o l lo w in g  a re  th e  
p r in c ip le  a d v an ta g e s  an d  d is a d v a n ta g e s  o f  the  tw o  d i f fe re n t  ty p e  d e te c to rs :

C haracteristic  Household Current B attery Operated

C o s t

E a se  o f  I n s t a l l a t i o n  

M a in te n a n c e

R e a c t i o n  T im e /E x p o s u r e

$ 3 0 - 5 0

M o re  d i f f i c u l t -  r e q u i r e s  
o u t l e t  n e a r  d e t e c t o r  o r  
' h a r d  w i r i n g ' .

No m a in t e n a n c e  r e q u i r e d  
d u r i n g  l i f e  o f  p r o d u c t  
( 5 - 1 0  y e a r s ) . D e t e c t o r  
s e n s o r  b e c om es  m o re  
s e n s i t i v e  w i t h  a g e .

G iv e s  c o n t i n u o u s  d i s p l a y

$ 3 0 - 5 0

L e s s  d i f f i c u l t .  C an  be  
p la c e d  a n y w h e re  n e e d e d .

R e q u i r e s  p e r i o d i c  
r e p la c e m e n t  o f  
b a t t e r y / s e n s o r  m o d u le  
e v e r y  2 - 3  y e a r s  a t  a 
c o s t  o f  ~ $ 2 0 .

R e a c t io n  t im e  d e p e n d s
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L e v e l  D i s p l a y  o f  CO l e v e l s  u p d a t e d  o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  l e v e l
e v e r y  fe w  m in u t e s .  a n d  d u r a t i o n  o f

e x p o s u r e .  D i s p l a y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  l i m i t e d .

R e s e t  T im e W i l l  r e s e t  im m e d i a t e ly  
o n c e  CO p r o b le m  i s  
c o r r e c t e d .

R e s e t  t im e  d e p e n d s  on  
e x p o s u r e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
a n d  d u r a t i o n .  May 
r e q u i r e  r e m o v a l  o f  
s e n s o r  p a c k .  A s i l e n c e  
b u t t o n ,  h o w e v e r , i s  now 
p r o v i d e d / r e q u i r e d .

How many carbon monoxide detectors should I have and where 
should I place them?

T h e  C o n s u m e r  P ro d u c t  S a fe t y  C o m m is s io n  re c o m m e n d s  a  d e te c to r  o n  e a ch  f l o o r  o f  a  re s id e n c e . A t  a  
m in im u m , a  s in g le  d e te c to r  s h o u ld  b e  p la c e d  o n  e a c h  s le e p in g  f l o o r  w ith  an  a d d it io n a l d e te c to r  in  the  
a re a  o f  a n y  m a jo r  g a s  b u rn in g  a p p lia n c e s  su ch  a s  a  fu rn a c e  o r  w a te r  h e a te r . In s ta l la t io n  in  th e se  a rea s  
e n su re s  ra p id  d e te c t io n  o f  a n y  p o t e n t ia l ly  m a lfu n c t io n in g  a p p lia n c e s  an d  th e  a b i l i t y  to  h e a r  th e  a la rm  
f f o m  a l l  s le e p in g  a re a s . In  g e n e ra l, c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs  s h o u ld  b e  p la c e d  h ig h  (n e a r  th e  c e i l in g )  
f o r  m o s t  e f fe c t iv e  u s e . D e te c to r s  s h o u ld  a ls o  n o t b e  p la c e d  w ith in  f iv e  fe e t o f  g a s  fu e le d  a p p lia n c e s  o r  
n e a r  c o o k in g  o r  b a th in g  a re a s . C o n s u lt  the  m a n u fa c tu re rs  in s ta l la t io n  in s tru c t io n s  f o r  p r o p e r  p la c em en t 
o f  a  d e te c to r  w ith in  a  g iv e n  a re a .

What are the most common causes of carbon monoxide detector 
alarms?

T h e re  a re  m a n y  c o n d it io n s  w h ic h  c a n  c au se  a c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to r to  a la rm . M o s t  a re  p re v e n ta b le  
and  fe w  a re  a c tu a l ly  l i f e  th re a te n in g . Id e a l ly  th ro u g h  p ro p e r  p la c em en t o f  the  d e te c to r  and  e d u c a t io n  o f  
th e  u s e rs  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p re v e n ta b le  c a l ls  c a n  b e  m in im iz e d  an d  a c t iv a t io n  w i l l  o n ly  o c c u r  in  th e  m o re  
s e r io u s  s itu a t io n s .

P re v e n ta b le  c a u se s  o f  C O  a la rm  a c t iv a t io n  an d  the  re c o m m e n d e d  p re v e n t iv e  a c t io n  a re  as fo l lo w s :

C a u s e  Preventive Action

I n a d e q u a t e  f r e s h  a i r  v e n t i n g  o f  t h e  
h om e .

R u n n in g  g a s  p o w e r e d  e q u ip m e n t  o r  
a u t o m o b i le s  i n  a home o r  g a r a g e

H ave  a h e a t i n g  c o n t r a c t o r  i n s t a l l  a 
f r e s h  a i r  m akeup  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  home

G as p o w e re d  e q u ip m e n t  o r  v e h i c l e s  
s h o u ld  n e v e r  b e  o p e r a t e d  w i t h i n  a 
home o r  g a r a g e -  e v e n  i f  t h e  g a r a g e  
d o o r  i s  o p e n . S in c e  m o s t  hom es a r e  
t y p i c a l l y  a t  a lo w e r  p r e s s u r e  
r e l a t i v e  t o  o u t s i d e  a i r ,  t h e  g a s  c a n
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C h a r c o a l  g r i l l i n g  i n  t h e  home o r  
g a r a g e .

M a l f u n c t i o n i n g  a p p l i a n c e s  o r  
e q u ip m e n t  i n  t h e  hom e .

M a l f u n c t i o n i n g  o r  o v e r l y  s e n s i t i v e  
a l a r m .

a c t u a l l y  b e  d raw n  i n t o  t h e  h om e . •

C h a r c o a l  g r i l l i n g  i s  a t r e m e n d o u s  
p r o d u c e r  o f  c a r b o n  m o n o x id e  g a s .  
C h a r c o a l  g r i l l s  s h o u ld  n e v e r  be  
o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  hom e .

A l l  f u e l  b u r n in g  a p p l i a n c e s  o r  
e q u ip m e n t  i n  t h e  home n e e d s  p e r i o d i c  
i n s p e c t i o n  an d  p r e v e n t i v e  
m a in t e n a n c e .  W h i le  a l l  f u e l  b u r n in g  
a p p l i a n c e s  w i l l  p r o d u c e  som e CO g a s ,  
r e g u l a r  p r e v e n t i v e  m a in t e n a n c e  c a n  
k e e p  t h i s  t o  a m in im um .

Buy  o n l y  UL L i s t e d  a la rm s  c o n f o rm in g  
t o  t h e  l a t e s t  r e v i s i o n  ( J u n e  1 9 9 5 )  
o f  UL s t a n d a r d  2 0 3 4 .  T h i s  r e v i s i o n  
i n c lu d e s  new r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  m in im iz e  
n u i s a n c e  a la r m s .

W h i le  m a n y  c a u se s  c a n  b e  p re v e n te d  o th e rs  c an  n o t and  m a y  o c c u r  u n p re d ic ta b ly . N o t  o n ly  a re  these  
p ro b le m s  h a rd e r  to  p re d ic t  bu t th e y  a ls o  tend  to  b e  m o re  s e r io u s  in  n a tu re . E x a m p le s  o f  th e se  ty p e  
p ro b le m s  a re :

•  C ra c k e d  fu rn a c e  h e a t e x c h a n g e r .
•  M a lfu n c t io n in g  fu rn a c e  o r  w a te r  h ea te r.
« B lo c k e d  c h im n e y .
•  O th e r  u n p re d ic ta b le  e v e n ts - v e h ic le  le f t  ru n n in g  in  g a ra g e , g a s  p o w e re d  d e v ic e  p la c e d  n e a r  f fe s h  

a i r  v e n t  to  h o m e , e tc .

M in im iz in g  p re v e n ta b le  e v e n ts  a l lo w s  e v e ry o n e  to  ta k e  o th e r  le s s  p re v e n ta b le  and  p re d ic ta b le  e v e n ts  
m o re  s e r io u s ly .

What should I do when my carbon monoxide detector goes off?

F ir s t  a n d  fo re m o s t , s ta y  c a lm . A s  m e n tio n e d  p re v io u s ly  m o s t s itu a tio n s  re s u lt in g  in  a c t iv a t io n  o f  a 
c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to r  a re  n o t l i f e  th re a ten in g  and  d o  n o t re q u ire  c a l l in g  9 1 1 .  T o  d e te rm in e  th e  n e ed  
to  c a l l  9 1 1 ,  a s k  th e  fo l lo w in g  q u e s t io n  o f  e v e ry o n e  in  th e  h o u se h o ld :

" D o e s  a n y o n e  fe e l i l l ?  Is  a n y o n e  e x p e r ie n c in g  the  ' f lu - l i k e ’ s ym p tom s  o f  h e a d a c h e , n a u se a  
o r  d iz z in e s s ? "

I f  th e  a n sw e r to  th e  a b o v e  b y  a n y o n e  in  the  h o u s e h o ld  is  tru e , e v a cu a te  th e  h o u s e h o ld  to  a s a fe  lo c a t io n  
an d  h a v e  s o m e o n e  c a l l  9 1 1 .  F a i lu r e  to  e v a cu a te  im m ed ia te ly  m a y  re s u lt  in  p ro lo n g e d  e x p o s u re  an d  
w o rs e n in g  e f fe c ts  f r o m  p o s s ib le  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  g as . T h e  best in it ia l t re a tm en t f o r  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
g as e x p o s u re  is  f r e s h  a ir .
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I f  th e  a n sw e r  to  th e  a b o v e  b y  e v e ry o n e  in  th e  h o u s e h o ld  is  n o , th e  l i k e l ih o o d  o f  a  s e r io u s  e x p o s u re  is 
g re a t ly  d im in is h e d  an d  o n e  p r o b a b ly  d o e s  n o t n e ed  to  c a l l  9 1 1 .  In s te a d , tu rn  o f f  a n y  gas b u rn in g  
a p p lia n c e s  o r  e q u ip m en t , v e n t i la te  d ie  a re a  a n d  a ttem p t to  re se t th e  a la rm . I f  th e  a la rm  w i l l  n o t  re s e t o r  
re s o im d s , c a l l  a  q u a li f ie d  h e a t in g  a n d  v e n t i la t in g  s e rv ic e  c o n t ra c to r  to  in s p e c t y o u r  s y s tem  f o r  p o s s ib le  
p r o b le m s . I f  a t a n y  t im e  d u r in g  th is  p ro c e s s  s o m e o n e  b e g in s  to  fe e l i l l  w ith  th e  s y m p to m s  d e s c r ib e d  
a b o v e  e v a c u a te  th e  h o u s e h o ld  to  a  s a fe  lo c a t io n  and  h a v e  s o m e o n e  c a l l  9 1 1 .

What can I expect to happen if I call 911?

W h a t  to  e x p e c t w h e n  c a l l in g  9 1 1  is  b a se d  o n  th e  p o lic e s  a n d  p ro c e d u re s  o f  th e  p u b lic  s a fe ty  ag en c ie s  
s e rv in g  yo iu r c o m m u n ity  an d  w i l l  v a r y  f r o m  a re a  to  a re a . M o s t  p u b lic  s a fe ty  a g e n c ie s  a re , h o w e v e r , 
r e c o g n iz in g  th e  d a n g e rs  p o s e d  b y  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  g as  an d  a re  a d o p t in g  s im i la r  p ro c e d u re s  to  th e  o n e s  
d e s c r ib e d  b e lo w . T h e s e  p ro c e d u re s  a re  b a sed  o n  in fo rm a t io n  d e v e lo p e d  b y  th e  In te rn a t io n a l A s s o c ia t io n  
o f  F i r e  C h ie fs  ( IA F C )  an d  o th e r  n a t io n a l and  re g io n a l a s s o c ia t io n s . T h e  o b je c t iv e  o f  th e se  p ro c e d u re s  is 
to  q u ic k ly  d e te rm in e  th e  s e v e r i ty  o f  th e  s itu a t io n  an d  p ro v id e  th e  p ro p e r  e m e rg e n c y  re sp o n s e . T h e  
f o l lo w in g  is  a  s u m m a ry  o f  w h a t o n e  c an  e xp ec t to  h ap p en  i f  the  c a l l  9 1 1  b e c au se  a c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
d e te c to r  is  s o u n d in g :

W h e n  in i t i a l ly  c a l l in g  9 1 1  b e  p re p a re d  to  p ro v id e  th e  fo l lo w in g  in fo rm a t io n :

•  Y o u r  ad d re s s .
•  T h e  ty p e  o f  d e te c to r  tha t is  s o u n d in g .
•  W h e th e r  o r  n o t  a n y o n e  is  fe e lin g  i l l  w ith  ' f lu - lik e '  s y m p to m s  as p r e v io u s ly  d e sc r ib e d .
•  W h e th e r  o r  n o t  e v e ry o n e  h a s  e v a cu a te d  th e  re s id e n c e .
•  T h e  re a d in g  o n  th e  d e te c to r  ( i f  k n o w n  o r  a v a i la b le )

T h e  d is p a tc h e r w i l l  d e te rm in e  th e  re sp o n se  re q u ire d  b a sed  o n  th e  an sw e rs  to  th e  a b o v e -  m o s t 
s ig n i f ic a n t ly  w h e th e r  o r  n o t a n y o n e  is  fe e lin g  i l l .

I f  a n y o n e  is  fe e lin g  i l l  a n d /o r  y o u  c an  n o t o r  h a v e  n o t b e en  a b le  to  e v a c u a te  e v e ry o n e , law  e n fo rc e m e n t , 
m e d ic a l a n d  f i r e  p e rs o n n e l w i l l  b e  a s s ig n ed  to  th e  c a l l o n  an  em e rg e n c y  b a s is . L a w  e n fo rc e m e n t  to  a s s is t  
w ith  th e  im m ed ia te  e v a c u a t io n  o f  in d iv id u a ls , m e d ic a l to  tre a t a n y  v ic t im s  a n d  f i r e  to  m o n i t o r  f o r  C O  
gas a n d  a s s is t w ith  th e  o th e r  a c t iv it ie s .

I f  n o  o n e  is fe e lin g  i l l ,  y o u  m a y  b e  a d v is e d  to  c o n ta c t y o u r  lo c a l h e a t in g  c o n t ra c to r  o r  g a s  c o m p a n y  to  
a s s is t y o u  o r ,  m o re  l i k e ly ,  f i r e  p e rs o n n e l w i l l  b e  d isp a tch ed  o n  a ro u t in e  b a s is  to  m o n i t o r  f o r  C O  g a s  an d  
a d v is e  i f  a 'rea l' c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  p ro b le m  ex is ts .

A s  m e n t io n e d  p r e v io u s ly , re s p o n s e  p o lic ie s  v a r y  b y  c o m m u n ity  an d  y o u  m a y  w is h  to  c a l l y o u r  lo c a l f i r e  
o r  p o l ic e  n o n -e m e rg e n c y  n u m b e r  to  a s k  w h a t th e ir  p a r t ic u la r  p o lic ie s  a re . A n  e x a m p le  s ta n d a rd  
o p e ra t in g  p ro c e d u re  f o r  C O  a la rm s  is a ttached . T h is  p o lic y  is  b a sed  o n  th e  IA F C  m o d e l p ro c e d u re s  a n d  
has b e e n  a d op ted  b y  th e  H e n n e p in  C o u n ty  F i r e  C h ie fs  A s s o c ia t io n  as th e ir  's tanda rd ' p o l ic y  f o r  f i r e  
d e p a rtm en ts  w h ic h  a re  p a r t  o f  th a t a s so c ia t io n .

Where can I get further information concerning carbon 
monoxide detectors?
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S e v e r a l m a n u fa c tu re rs  o f  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs  o f f e r  t o l l  f re e  n u m b e rs  f o r  a d d it io n a l in fo rm a t io n  
re g a rd in g  th e i r  p ro d u c ts . T h e s e  n u m b e rs  a re  as f o l lo w s :

Manufacturer N um be r

A m e r ic a n  S e n s o r s 8 0 0 - 3 8 7 - 4 2 1 9

E n z o n e 8 0 0 - 4 4 8 - 0 5 3 5

F i r s t  A l e r t 8 0 0 - 3 2 3 - 9 0 0 5

J a m e s o n 8 0 0 - 7 7 9 - 1 7 1 9

N ig h th a w k 8 0 0 - 8 8 0 - 6 7 8 8

Q uan tum 8 0 0 - 4 3 2 - 5 5 9 9

R a d i o  S h a c k C o n t a c t  y o u r  l o c a l  s t o r e

S -T e c h 8 0 0 - 6 4 3 - 5 3 7 7

A d d it io n a l in fo rm a t io n  w ith  p ro d u c t ra t in g s  is  c o n ta in e d  in  the  J u ly  1 9 9 5  C o n s u m e r  R e p o r t s  is su e  o n  
h o m e  s a fe ty  p ro d u c ts . O n e  w o rd  o f  n o te  re g a rd in g  the ra t in g s  in  th is  is su e - the  p ro d u c ts  te s te d  h a v e  
p r o b a b ly  s in c e  b e  re p la c e d  b y  u p d a ted  m o d e ls  c o n fo rm in g  to  th e  re v is e d  U L  2 0 3 4  s ta n d a rd  w h ic h  t o o k  
e f fe c t  in  O c to b e r  1 9 9 5 . C h e c k  w ith  the  m a n u fa c tu re r  f o r  c u rre n t in fo rm a t io n .

T h is  in fo rm a t io n  p ro v id e d  as a  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  b y  th e  H a m e l V o lu n te e r  F i r e  D e p a r tm e n t . 
C o m m e n ts  o r  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th is d o c u m en t s h o u ld  b e  d ire c te d  to :

H. Brandon Guest, Chief 
Hamel Volunteer Fire Department 

92 Hamel Road 
Hamel, Minnesota 55340 

(612) 723-5400 
guestbCa). Freenet.msp.mn.us 

URL -http://freenet. msp. mn. us/people/guestb

Copyright 1995, H. Brandon Guest and Hamel Volunteer Fire Department 
Rights to reproduce granted provided copyright information and this statement included in their 
entirety. This document provided for informational purposes only. No warranty with respect to

suitability for use expressed or implied.

h t t p : / / w w w . f r e e n e t . m s p . m n . u s / p e o p l e / g u e s t b / p u b e d / c o f a q . h t m l 9 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 3

http://freenet
http://www.freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaq.html


^ a r b o n  M onoxide Questions and A nsw ers h ttp ://w w w .cpsc.gov/qjsq3ub/pubs/466 .htnil

C o n s u m e r  P r o d u c t  S a f e t y  C o m m i s s i o n  

C a r b o n  M o n o x i d e  Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  A n s w e r s

CPSC Document #466

1. What is carbon monoxide (CO) and how Is It produced In the home?

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, poisonous gas. It is produced by the incomplete 
burning of solid, liquid, and gaseous fuels. Appliances fueled with natural gas, liquified 
petroleum (LP gas), oil, kerosene, coal, or wood may produce CO. Burning charcoal produces 
CO. Running cars produce CO.

2. How many people are unintentionally poisoned by CO?

Every y6ar, over 200 people in the United States die from CO produced by fuel-burning 
appliances (furnaces, ranges, water heaters, room heaters). Others die from CO produced while 
burning charcoal inside a home, garage, vehicle or tent. Still others die from CO produced by 
cars left running in attached garages. Several thousand people go to hospital emergency rooms 
for treatment for CO poisoning.

3. What are the symptoms of CO poisoning?

The initial symptoms of CO poisoning are similar to the flu (but without the fever). They include:

° Headache 
° Fatigue
° Shortness of breath 
° Nausea 
° Dizziness

Many people with CO poisoning mistake their symptoms for the flu or are misdiagnosed by 
physicians, which sometimes results in tragic deaths.

4. What should you do to prevent CO poisoning?

° Make sure appliances are installed according to manufacturer's instructions and local building codes. 
Most appliances should be installed by professionals. Have the heating system (including chimneys 
and vents) inspected and serviced annually. The inspector should also check chimneys and flues for 
blockages, corrosion, partial and complete disconnections, and loose connections.

o Install a CO detector/alarm that meets the requirements of the current UL standard 2034 or the 
requirements of the IAS 6-96 standard. A carbon monoxide detector/alarm can provide added 
protection, but is no substitute for proper use and upkeep of appliances that can produce CO. Install a 
CO detector/alarm in the hallway near every separate sleeping area of the home. Make sure the 
detector cannot be covered up by furniture or draperies.

° Never burn charcoal inside a home, garage, vehicle, o tent.

° Never use portable fuel-burning camping equipment inside a home, garage, vehicle, or tent.

° Never leave a car running in an attached garage, even with the garage door open.

o Never service fuel-burning appliances without proper knowledge, skills, and tools. Always refer to the 
owner's manual when performing minor adjustments or servicing fuel-burning appliances.

° Never use gas appliances such as ranges, ovens, or clothes dryers for heating your home.

° Never operate unvented fuel-burning appliances in any room with closed doors or windows or in any
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room where people are sleeping.

° Do not use gasoline-powered tools and engines indoors. If use is unavoidable, ensure that adequate 
ventilation is available and whenever possible place engine unit to exhaust outdoors.

5. What CO level is dangerous to your health?

The health effects of CO depend on the level of CO and length of exposure, as well as each 
individual's health condition. The concentration of CO is measured in parts per million (ppm). 
Health effects from exposure to CO levels of approximately 1 to 70 ppm are uncertain, but most 
people will not experience any symptoms. Some heart patients might experience an increase in 
chest pain. As CO levels increase and remain above 70 ppm, symptoms may become more 
noticeable (headache, fatigue, nausea). As CO levels increase above 150 to 200 ppm, 
disorientation, unconsciousness, and death are possible.

6. What should you do If you are experiencing symptoms of CO poisoning?

If you think you are experiencing any of the symptoms of CO poisoning, get fresh air 
immediately. Open windows and doors for more ventilation, turn off any combustion appliances, 
and leave the house. Call your fire department and report your symptoms. You could lose 
consciousness and die if you do nothing. It is also important to contact a doctor immediately for 
a proper diagnosis. Tell your doctor that you suspect CO poisoning is causing your problems. 
Prompt medical attention ir important if you are experiencing any symptoms of CO poisoning 
when you are operating fuel-burning appliances. Before turning your fuel-burning appliances 
back on, make sure a qualified serviceperson checks them for malfunction.

7. What has changed in CO detectors/alarms recently?

CO detectors/alarms always have been and still are designed to alarm before potentially 
life-threatening levels of CO are reached. The UL standard 2034 (1998 revision) has stricter 
requirements that the detector/alarm must meet before it can sound. As a result, the possibility 
of nuisance alarms is decreased.

8. What should you do when the CO detector/alarm sounds?

Never ignore an alarming CO detector/alarm. If the detector/alarm sounds: Operate the reset 
button. Call your emergency services (fire department or 911). Immediately move to fresh air -- 
outdoors or by an open door/window.

9. How should a consumer test a CO detector/alarm to make sure it Is working?

Consumers should follow the manufactuor's instructions. Using a test button, some 
detectors/alarms test whether the circuitry as well as the sensor which senses CO is working, 
while^the test button on other detectors only tests whether the circuitry is working. For those 
units which test the circuitry only, some manufacturers sell separate test kits to help the 
consumer test the CO sensor inside the alarm.

10. What !s the role of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) in preventing CO 
poisoning?

CPSC worked closely with Underwriters Laboratories (UL) to help develop the safety standard 
(UL 2034) for CO detectors/alarms. CPSC helps promote carbon monoxide safety awareness to 
raise awareness of CO hazards and the need for regular maintenance of fuel-burning 
appliances. CPSC recommends that every home have a CO detector/alarm that meets the 
requirements of the most recent UL standard 2034 or the IAS 6-96 standard in the hallway near 
every separate sleeping area. CPSC also works with industry to develop voluntary and 
mandatory standards for fuel-burning appliances.

11. Do some cities require that CO detectors/alarms be Installed?

On September 15,1993, Chicago, Illinois became one of the first cities in the nation to adopt an
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ordinance requiring, effective October 1,1994, the installation of CO detectors/alarms in all new 
single-family homes and in existing single-family residences that have now oil or gas furnaces. 
Several other cities also require CO detectors/alarms in apartment buildings and single-family 
dwellings.

12. Should CO detectors/alarms be used In motor homes and other recreational vehicles?

CO detectors/alarms are available for boats and recreational vehicles and should be used. The 
Recreation Vehicle Industry Association requires CO detectors/alarms in motor homes and in 
towable recreational vehicles that have a generator or are prepped for a generator.

Send the link for this page to a friendl Consumers can obtain this publication and additional publication information 
from the Publications section of CPSC's web site or by sending your publication request to info@cpsc.gov.

This document is in the public domain. It may be reproduced without change in part or whole by an individual or 
organization without permission. If it is reproduced, however, the Commission would appreciate knowing how it is 
used. Write the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Office of Information and Public Affairs, Washington, 
D.C. 20207 or send an e-mail to info@cpsc.gov.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of 
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as 
toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent 
decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years.

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this 
release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpsc.gov.
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T h ir t y - th re e -y e a r - o ld  R i t a  A rts  is  th e  o n ly  m e m b e r o f  h e r  
f a m i ly  to  s u rv iv e  h ig h  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  le v e ls  in  th e ir  
H i l ls id e  h o m e . T h e  f o u r  d ea th s  o f  h e r  h u sb a n d  an d  th re e  k id s  
h a d  p e o p le  ru s h in g  to  h a rd w a re  s to re s  S u n d a y  to  b u y  c a rb o n  
m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs .

A t  H o m e  D e p o t , e m p lo y e e s  b eg an  to  se e  th e  ru s h  to  b u y  
C O  d e te c to rs  th e  m om en t th e  d o o rs  o p e n e d . T h e  d em an d  w as 
s o  h ig h , p e o p le  fo rc e d  th e  s to re  to  m o v e  a l l  re m a in in g  
d e te c to rs  to  a  d is p la y  in  the  f r o n t .

S to re s  l i k e  H o m e  D e p o t  a re  re p o r t in g  th e  s a le s  in c re a s e  o f  
C O  d e te c to rs  a f t e r  the  f o u r  d e a th s  at 8 1 0 0  R o b e r t  D r .  in  B e a r  
V a l le y .  S a tu rd a y , F ire f ig h te rs  fo u n d  th e  b o d ie s  o f  4 2 - y e a r - o ld  
D a v id  A rts  an d  h is  th re e  k id s  T a y lo r ,  A n n  M a r ie  a n d  W i l le m ,  
ages  1 1 , 8  a n d  3 , re s p e c t iv e ly .

T h e y  fo u n d  R it a  A rts  u n c o n sc io u s  in  th e  h a l lw a y  n e x t to  
h e r  d a u g h te r , A n n  M a r ie .

A la s k a  R e g io n a l H o s p i t a l h a s  re p o r t e d  R i t a  A rts  in  c r i t ic a l 
c o n d it io n  a n d  is  b e in g  tre a ted  in  a h y p e rb a r ic  c h a m b e r e v e ry  
e ig h t h o u rs .

T h e  f i r e  d e p a rtm en t h as  n o t  d e te rm in e d  w h y  the  A rts  h om e  
h ad  su ch  h ig h  le v e ls  o f  th e  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  p o is o n  an d  d o e s  
n o t  su sp ec t fo u l p la y .

T h e  fa m i ly  h a s  a  C O  d e te c to r , b u t i t  w as a p p a re n t ly  le f t  
u n p lu g g e d .

M a n y  tha t i  o rm e d  h om e  im p ro v e m e n t  s to re s  f o r  th e  C O  
d e te c to rs  d id  s o  to  p re v e n t su ch  a  tra g e d y  f r o m  s t r ik in g  th e ir  
fa m i ly . O n e  su ch  m an , M a rk  S te v e n s , b o u g h t th re e  d e te c to rs .

" I  saw  it o n  th e  n ew s . I  th o u g h t I  w o u ld  p ic k  o n e  up  f o r  
e a ch  f l o o r  o f  m y  h o u s e . . . I ' l l  p ic k  up  th re e ,"  s a id  S te v e n s .

NEXT STORY »
I f lO R E 'L 'O C T O JE W S ' ON  M SN BC ------------------------------------------------------------------------------
• Against the odds, Wasilla soldier gets home for Christmas
• Some soldiers get holiday break, others still in Middle East
• Alaska celebrates 50 years of TV, and story of 2 friends
• Adopt-a-Cat shelter needs funds to feed felines
• Alaska among 24 states with severe flu outbreaks
• Counterfeit products can hurt or kill you
• Mountain View Kmart store could become city offices
• More Local News
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Afghanistan 
on Saturday, 
mistakenly 
killing nine 
children, 
officials said.
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AFGHANISTAN: U . S .  s t r i k e  m a y  h a v e  m i s s e d  t e r r o r i s t
Continued Jrom .4-1 

fing. Gen. Lloyd Austin, has ap ­
pointed a team  of military police­
men, doctors, a lawyer and a nureo 
lo invcsUgutc the deaths, Hilfcrty 
said The military will nlso provide 
aid to the village, he said.

The deaths of so many children 
ebockod Afghans nnd foreign offi­
cials. The United Nations luu  called 
for an Investigation and for the find 
togs to bo made public. The U N. 
spokesman in Kabul, Manoel tie Al­
meida c Silva, said the deaths would 
have a "negative impact" on (he pop­
ulation, which is already unhappy 
with tho presence of foreign military.

Tho U.N. secretary general, Ko­
fi Annan, expressed "profound sad 
oobs" nl the deaths and warned that 
too fight against lerrortsrn "can 
not h «  won a t 'lh e  expense ol tono 
cqnt lives"

i f  is special envoy in Afghanistan, 
Lakhdar Brahiml, said that Ihc tod- 
denl followed sim ilar m adcn ls and

thR i$ jljtts ' to a sense of Insecurity 
In the country.

'  Gperatlrxi Avalanche, in south­
ern  and caalorn Afgbanbtan, “is the 
largest aw: have ever designed," 1UI- 
forty sgid a t the coa lit ion  m ilita ry  
headquarters a t Bogram, north of 
the cap ita l, K abul The enem y "lan't 
going |p  know when wo h i!  Ho Isn't 
going to know what we're d o in g "  

‘ Right now, Td say there 's four 
infantry batta lions involved" o f  
around 500 men cad i, Hilfcrty said. 
Somui Afghan National Army and 
m ilitll forces A lso will bo invo lved, 
be said

Hilfcrty gave - o details about the 
operation, Including when It started 
or what provinces were targeted 

Tkliban fighters have stepped up 
attacks — particularly against aid 
workers and civilians — in provinc­
es  near the Pakistani border and In 
Ghazni and Zabul provinces south of 
Uio capital.

Oo Monday, one Pakistani engi­

nee r was shot dead and his Afghan 
driver was wounded when gunmen 
attacked the ir vehicle on the main 
Kabul K andahar highway in Ghazni 
provinco. A second Pakistani engi­
neer was m bs in g. and two escaped

4  \R rench U.N. w orker was 
gudncd down last m onlh in Ghaz­
ni, and three International workers 
w ere kidnapped in past weeks.

H ie w ave nf Taliban attacks 
against old workers, U.S. soldiers 
and Afghan governm ent officials 
has belied American clnims that it 
is winning the w ar to stabilize Ihc 
country. Two y e a n  a lte r  tho fall ol 
(he TYrlrbnn. 11,704 soldiers, main­
ly Americas, remain in Afghanis tan 
on combat missions against tho Tal­
iban and the ir allies, rem nants of 
al-Qalds and followers of renegade 
warlord Gulbuddin ffekmatyar.

But Saturday's alrstrike high­
lighted the risk  that a heavy U.S. 
mililary hand may only nhcnalo Af- 
ghan civilians.

"Every innocent who is killed has 
brolhers, uncles, s is ters  and neph­
ews, nnd behind them  Ihc tribe," 
said Sndokhan Ambarkhll, deputy 
governor o l Paldika, ono ol Uic most 
dangerous provinces for coalition 
(mops and their Afghan allies. "If 10 
people a re  killed, bow many people 
are saddened?"

The push announced Monday fol 
lews Operation Mountain llcsolvo, 
which involved about 1,040 troops to 
stabilize a rem olc northeastern re  
gion bordering Paldslan. That op­
eration, ivhlch was launched Nov. 7 
and ended this weekend, caw only 
minor skirmishes

Tho cum ber of U-S troops In Op 
cralion Avalanche appeared to bo 
bigger than the March 7002 Opera­
tion Anaconda, one of the heaviest 
battles ln Ihc U S. led campaign In 
Afganbtan, in which 2,000 American 
and allied Afghan forces participated.

■ Tho Hum tak  TVtmi conWbutnd to Uk» Unry

YEE: C a p t a i n  f a c e s  a  t o t a l  o f  1 3  y e a r s  i f  c o n v i c t e d
CenMmul f n *  A 't

secure container — at the lime and confined ln 
solitary In a navnj brig for nearly th ree  monlhs 
while the military completed Us Investigation 
When Ihc investigation w as finished last mcxitt) 
and he was released, tho military's now charges 
involved keeping pornography oo h b  government 
com puter and having an extram arital affair, both 
viola Uons of Ihc mililary code of pis tico.

The mililary docs not contend lha t c ither of 
those offenses are  related to any security breach, 
cs  bul that they were violations discovered in Ihc 
course of tho investigation. But Yee's civilian de­
fense laivycr. Eugene Fldcll, has said the charges 
w ere added vindictively as part of an effort lo cov­
e r  up the military's mistake and ovcrreactkm.

“1 think It b  quite disgraceful lhat Ihb  officer's 
reputalioo was lam bhed  in a way lhat can nev­
e r  be repaired," FldoD said Monday He hooca the 
presiding judge will recommend dum bsal of the 
rhrirmut utorfi he rhnnu'terered ax “trivial and In

However inconsequential they might be, the 
testimony of Wallace oo Monday produced great 

rguito for rise and hia family and probably for the 
ueutcnioL Under questioning by a  proaocutor and 
Ihc judge, Wallace, who testified under a grant ol 
Immunity from prosecution for her own behavior, 
said the relationship was social and rom antic 

"Was it sexual?” asked Col. Dan. Trimble, die 
presiding officer. “Vfcs, sir," she replied.

“Whsl docs II mean to have a sexual relation­
ship?" Trimble asked  "We had sex together," she 
said, estimating having done so about 20 times at 
h b  quarters and hers. She said that she knew bo 
was m arried because he told her.

Ybe’i  wife, who waa born In Syria nnd wore 
a Muslim bead covering and a  long black cost, 
w cut outside the courtroom and began sobbing 
on a bench. When Wallace walked out, Yee's wife, 
went after he r with her daughter in Iter arm s.

“rim  happy now?" shouted Yoc Inches '  
Wallace TlestrovinBa family?"

her and said: “You know whal? You need to speak 
with him."

Yee walked back to the courtroom and shout­
ed on epithet a l Wallace.

The court also henrd testimony from bw  en ­
forcement offidab a t Jacksonville who had de­
tained Yee on S ep l 10. One, a customs inspector, 
testified via telephone that he had been told to 
scrutinize The when he got olf the flight from Jack­
sonville because ho might be carrying classified 
Information FSdcll. rirc'a lawyer, said thal such 
testimony showed thal the discovery of any suspi­
cious papcri was not a result of a random search, 
rise's friends have suggested that tho authorities 
nl Guantanamo resented him because of the way 
he minislercd to and looked out for Ihc Interests of 
the moitjy Muslim prison population there

At the end  ol tho hearing. Trimble b  supposed 
to majors a recom mendation from a list ol options 
Jh a t range from »  r in e ra l court martini to an ac- 
qulUal. Yco fiookup  to  13 vcanr In prison if tried

FURNACE: C a u s e
Conlinutd from A -l 

A m anager a t Lowe's Home Improvement 
Warehouse on TYrdor Road said h b  store has sold 
more than  29 of the  devices In the  past two days. 
There are  still some in stock — ranging from *27 
to M0 — and Uic sto re  put in a rush  o rder for 
more, ho said. Sales also w ere up at Wal Mart, 
sold M arty Howard, a m anager at the South An­
chorage store.

Mayor Mark Beglch's p ress secretary, J u ­
lie H asquct, said the m ayor Is asking for dona­
tions for carbon monoxide detectors for a  give­
away next week. Some corporate sponsors nave 
stepped up, she said. DonoUons can be m ade to 
Uic Red Cross and dropped off a t Us headquar­
ters a l 235 E. Eighth Avc.

"Everybody here b  devastated,” Hasquct 
said. "The mayor was very upsel and we all talk­
ed about w hat could wc do, and tha t's  how we 
cam e up wilh Uic Idea."

Thmi Powell, who has knotvn too A rises for 
otrout 12 yearn and lives near Urclr home, said 
Dave Arts used lo be toe Bear VaUcy Community 
Council president and Rila Arts was formerly ln 
charge ol Uic local P aren t Tbachcr Association. 
The Artoca would pilch in to keep toe res tric t­
ed access roads In B ear Valloy plowed and would 
help anyone who got stuck in the snow, she sa id  

'T h ree  years ago when my husband broke his 
hip, Dave came over to sit with my husband and 
care for my husband," Powell said. "They wcro 
ju s t so w arm  and loving and caring to everyone. 
They would have helped nnyono in need.”

Powell said toe accident has been difficult for 
everyone in Bear Valley.

"I don't know how anyone could go to work 
today," she said. "They w ere very well loved by 
Urelr neighborhood.”

Powell said (he tragedy has to be particular­
ly hard for Bear Valloy Elementary, w here too 
A rises' two daughters w ent to school and Rila 
was toe form er ITA president

Anchorage School District spokesman Rog 
e r  Fiedler snid counselors were on hand a t the 
school Monday to talk to parents, students and 
staffers and will stay throughout too week. "It's  a 
very close community out there "

Officials said neighbors told them  toe A rises 
had a carbon monoxide detector ln thclr home 
bul it was unplugged because they were rcm od 
cling and gelling ready to move.

Dave Arts, a cargo pilot for Csthoy Pacific 
Airways since 2000, wan about to move to Hong 
Kong, the airline’s hub city, to lake a job as a pas 
scnger pilot, friends and  airline offidab  said.

Nationwide, about 500 people a year d »  from 
occidental exposure to carbon monoxide, accord­
ing lo federal statistics. Kcmpton said Ihc Anchor­
age Fire Department has responded to 144 carbon 
monoxide alarm s so far this year. Last winter, six 
people, Including torec children, were saved nl nn 
Anchorage trailer park alte r  n 811 dispatcher re ­
alized a  caller and her family were suffering from 
carbon monoxide poisoning during toe call 

"Tire only su re way to  mako aurc that som e 
thing like Ih b  doesn't happen Is to have a carbon 
monoxide detector,” Kcmpton said. He roccm- 
mended buying one with an Underw riters Labo­
ratory rating on toe packaging.

>Vjn
LINKS

■ FDR MORI safety ups. visit top 'jtsur 
Natural Gas Co. Web site via

  _  . a l . ___
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C a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  t r a c e d  t o  p o o r l y  v e n t e d  f u r n a c e
■ BEAR VALLEY: Four 
members of Arts family died; 
mother still in hospital.
By TATABOUNE BRANT
A/Ktuwi|n Dally N*w*

An im properly vcnlfiatcd gas fun 
nace caused  a  B ear Valley hom e to 1111 
wilh carbon monoxide over the  w eek­
end, killing a m an and his th ree  chil­
dren  ar.d leaving th e  m other of the 
(amity in critical condition, olfldals

Panel looks 
at limiting 
puil-tabs
■ SEN A TO RS : Should 
$25.2 million operation 
just serve charities?
By SEAN COCKER HAM 
Anchorage Dairy N«wi

JUNEAU - T h in k  puil-tab 
charitab le gaining perm its  in 
Alaska ju s t go to charities?

Well, you 're wrong.
Sure, the American Lung As­

sociation of Alaska, Uic Special 
Olympics of Alaska and  various 
youth sports program s all have 
s ta te  puil-tab perm its. But so do 
groups like Home Builders As­
sociation of Juneau , the Flur- 
banks A rea Sheet M elal Work­
e rs, the Alaska D em ocratic P ar­
ty and tho A nchorage Republi­
can  Women's Club.

On Monday, a legislative su b ­
com m ittee took un w hether tn

said Monday.
Anchorage F ire D epartm ent spokes­

m an Tom Kempton said Investigators 
determ ined  lha t the fresh-air Intake 
vent on David nod Rita A rts' furnace 
had  been intentionally blocked, p e r  
haps lo keep cold a ir from getting in ­
to Uie house.

Kcmpton did not immediately know 
w hat blocked the v en t But, he said, aa 
the  tem peratu res dropped outside and 
tiro furnace worked hander, the blocked 
vent caused fumes to be drawn from

the furnace room into Uie living areas  
of the hom e

Authorities a c re  called to Uic re s ­
idence on Robert Drive around noon 
Saturday by a  concerned neighbor who 
went to check on Uie family after they 
m issed som e appointments.

Firefighter* found Dovid Arts, 42, in 
his bed oo the third floor. Wilcm, 3, and 
his s is ter Thytor, I t, w ere found in their 
beds in a chared room on Uie second 
floor. Ann Marie, B, and Rita, 33, w ere 
discovered together in a  hallway out­

side Uic children's bedroom. Everyone 
but R ita was dead, officials said. She 
was rushed to Alaska Regional Hospi­
tal, w here she rem ained Monday. H er 
condition was not released.

Initial carbon monoxide readings in 
Uie Arises' home showed m are than 700 
parts p e r  mill! on. Levels of 150 ppm are  
sufficient to kilL

Kempton said investigators did not 
find any evidence tha t a  vehicle parted  
in an attached garage was the  source 
of the  carbon monoxide. The ca r was

not running w hen oulhoriUcs arrived 
Saturday and  it still had about a  quar­
te r  of a tank of gas, he said. There was 
no soot stain  nea r Uie vchlclo’s ex ­
haust, which would have been consis­
ten t wilh an idling engine, he said. The 
ca r did not have a rem ote starter.

The tragedy has shocked A nchor 
age and B ear Valley, and  many reei- 
denta have rushed out to buy carbon 
monoxide detector* for U idr homes.

S f f  B ack Page, FURNACE

ON THE LOOKOUT AT FORT RICHARDSON

■ OPERATION AVALANCHE: U.S. 
targets those who target rebuilding.

By STEPHEN QRAHAM 
TTm AasocUUd Pr*M

KABUL, Afghanistan — The U.S. m ilitary 
launched ita largest postw ar offensive against 
Taliban nnd al-Qaida insurgents Monday, sending 
2,000 soldiers into e  lawless swath of Afghanistan 
In n.il rfnwn a wave nf a iia rk s
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DEATHS: N e i g h b o r f o u n d  b o d i e s s c a l l e d  p o l i c e  SCDORIS: D i s q i
C o n tin u e d  f m n  .i-1  

tn his bed. Toyloron a ranuress next to the 
b e d  Ann M arie, 8, andt he r mother, Rita 
Aria, 33, were found lying side by side tn n 
hallway outside the childbeds room.

*1 don't know if lha t m eans anything or 
not," param edics battalion chief K hri So- 
reo sen so ld

Fire and utility ofliauis Saturday rughl 
w ere still trying lo determ ine the source of 
the  carbun monoxide.

The first firefighter inside “found (he 
m other with some sig n sn ( life and got her 
ou t ol the house tmmuiiiately," Kempton 
sa id

“Tfcla la n very horriBh tragedy to have 
happen anytim e of tl r r  year, le t alone 
Chrislm aj," Kcmpton sa id

Officials said a conm m ed relative or 
friend who lives nearby  went to check on 
tho Arts family S aturday because they had 
m issed several appointments. The woman 
had a key to  (be house, ah n m e with u spec­
tacular view of the mountains, and let her­
self in, Keraptoa sa id  TRit woman found the 
bodies and called 91L

Carbon monoxide, a  byproduct of com­
bustion, is leths] if inbatini [or an extended 
perio d  It ge ts  Into the  blnod and robs (he 
blood of oxygen. Early symptoms of expo­
su re  include headache;, ttitigue, shortness 
of breath, nausea and contasioa

Kempton said cartssa monoxide can 
com e from a variety ofl sources, such as 
a malfunctioning furnace, a gas-burning 
genera tor o r  nn idling sue Carboa monox­
ide tends to concentrate  on upper floors 
ln homes because it is lighter than air, So­
rensen  sold

Initial carbon monosiiili readings a l  the 
Arises* home cam e basdfcat 715 parts  per 
minion, Kempton sa id  “That's very high."

Levels of 150 to 200 ppm ore sufficient lo 
kill, according to a Consumer Product Safe­
ty Commission publieaiiim. More than 200 
people the every year im the United S tates 
from carbon monoxide produced by fuel- 
burning appliances, aam rding to the pub­
lics lion

Rita Arts was ru sh ah to  a local hospital

Carbon monoxide
WHCT tS IT; A poisonous, cotodess, odoqess 
ana lastciess gas mat resulo from the incom­
plete burning of natural gas and other material 
containing carbon, such as gasoline, kerosene. 
0<l. propane, coal or wood.
COMMON SOURCES; Idling vehicles, mal­
functioning or improperly used fuel-burning

and then moved to a facility with e  pressu r­
ized chamber, Kempton sa id  “Tho only way 
to trea t this is lo force more oxygen into the 
body by higher pressure," Kemptna sa id  

Sorensen sold investigators were told 
lhat there wua s  carbon monoxide detector 
In the house but lhat It had been unplugged 
while Uie Arts family rem odeled their home 
to get ready to move.

Friends of the Arises' stopped by the 
hom e Saturday while fire investigators, 
firefighters, police and E nsta r official* 
worked inside trying to determlno where 
the carbon monoxide cam e from.

“What happened? What happened?" 
asked one frantic woman, who showed up 
with a  man. The woman began to cry. The 
couple said they had been trying to contact 
the family since the everting before.

Friends said the Arises w ere getting 
ready to move overseas Walter Yankaus- 
kas, who fives across the stree t, said Dave 
Arts was a  cargo pilot for Cathay Pacif­
ic Airways. He was about to s ta rt work as  
a passenger pilot and needed to move to 
Hong Kong, the airline's hub dty, be said.

Cathay Pacific Airways could not be 
reached Saturday.

T he A rises planned a party  next week­
end to mark their move. The invitation waa 
posted oo a  neighbor's refrigerator:

Dave Arts waa known in the Bear Vk> 
ley neighborhood (or plowing bis neighbors’ 
driveways and tor keeping Robert Drive 
passable for everyone.

“ Yau notice how it’s 40 feet wide up here 
and it's  15 feet wide down there?* Ysnkaus- 
kas said, gesturing down the steep, snowy

appliances such as ovens, space healers and 
furnaces.
srWTOMS: Headache, tabgue. nausea, short­
ness of breath, confused thinning. Can cause 
death if enposed for encoded periods of bme 
MORE INFO, KCU1MNQ SAfETTTtPS; 
vrtvw.cpsc.gw/cpsccub/pu0V466.litmi

Family members die from 
carbon monoxide poisoning
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road. "That'a because of Dave."
T h ^ f  were ju s t great people," Yonkaua-

Kemptoc encouraged all Anchorage res­
idents to Install carboa monoxide detectors 
in their homes.

“They 're readily aynfiable a t alm ost oil 
hardw are stores," he  said. “They’re not 
very expensive. They even m ake com­
bined smoke and carboa monoxide detec­
tors new."

Six people, including three children, 
were raved In an Anchorage trailer park 
b u t w inter after a  911 dispatcher realized 
s  caller sad  her family were suffering from 
carboa monoxide poisoning during (he c a l

■  M , icsovwr teaeobw Braft can as mresd it
ttvMOwXuxn or 257-4321.

C ontinued  fro m  <-!
about trail dangers ahead. The 
board had  previously rejected 
h e r  request to run with one or 
two visual in terpreters on snow- 
machines.

On Saturday. Scdoris’ father,
Je rry  Scdoris, said the  deci­
sion not to run  next M arch was 
based on several (actors.

Using a dog sled instead oi  
a snowmachme doubled the 
team 's original budget, esti­
mated i t  140.000 to 550.000,
Scdoris said. A snowm obib 
m anufacturer also pulled Its ctsW> or 
sponsorship, he said. “That's : Worilla 
about a 540,000 turnaround two UR. 
right there.”

His daughter, a veteran  of 
several s tage races in the Low­
e r  40. also needs to get accus­
tomed to relying on a  visual In­
te rp re te r oa a vied ra th e r than 
on a snowmobile, he said.

Rechael Scdoris was the on­
ly rooloe of a  record 50 entered  
in the race who did not attend  a 
mandatory meeting Saturday st 
the  Millennium Alaskan H otel 
She did not officially withdraw 
by Saturday, but the  is no loo- 
ger eligible lo  race because a t­
tendance a t the m eeting waa 
required of all rookie m ushere, 
said  raco m sreh rj Mark Nord- 
m an.

Scdoris' absence oo Satur-
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B ut 1 
from Was 
fechnga.' 
the race 1

day caught som e of he r peers pettng fa  
by surpnae. w here pi

"I looked for her, and  I didn't feefingr." 
sec her. I seen her p icture in Scdort 
tho paper a few times, and  I and3J0-o 
thought, w ell I'd probably meet races she 
h e r  there," said Gary McKel- for the I i  
tan a 46-year-old Waailla mush- She wi 
e r  running the race for the first rod. be sa
time. -------------

Scdoris' bid to race gained nosiyitsw 
national attention nftor the iwdvsaaa

RESCUE: P i l o t  s p e n d s  a  n i g h t  i n  t h e  c o l d  a fte r c r a s h i n g  p l a n e  i n k
Continued from et-0 

A nurse a t  Provide mar Alas­
ka Medical Center saiifi Stra- 
han would stay  in the itnspltal 
aa long aa It took fur hkafini to 
w arm  up.

He declined to sp rn lt to 
lire media but could tie  heard 
through the curtain  of iha hos­
pital room desorbing hasordeal 
lo friends and family rcambera. 
S trnhan 'i rescue cam e rough­
ly 24 houra ofter he leffiSlhmll 
Field on Friday aftcm aun.on a 
solo flight In his C essna Cl 172.
. H e aid not file a  filghttpliur. 

S indian's wife apparent-

who added that Stratum's plane 
had wheels, not skis.

“It sounds like the third or 
fourth time be tried  to make a 
landing, his wheels started sink­
ing in and things got s  little tip­
py," Amyot said.

"He started to take ofl again, 
but it slowed him down a little 
bit and he hit a stum p of drift­
wood that got w ashed up In tale 
toll.”

Aroyot said (he plane then 
apparently skidded across the 
lake shore and plunged through 
the ico. The plane sank.

He had to swun about ISO
ly called firefighters whi n  her feel to shore," Amyot said.
husband was uvcrd i*  The 
Alaikn National Guard and Civtl 
Air Pntrol s tarted  searv'hng of­
te r  in te rn e  wing Stratum's wife 
about places he r husband typi­
cally flew to.

The resulting scardb  area 
was 2.400 square m ilendrai en ­
com passed Eidulna 1 a te ,  the 
Chugach Range, Lake George, 
Knit, and Big Lake, smut Major 
Chris Kobt, senior resm u con- 
(roller with (he Guard.

"II would have um tb ev­
erybody’s life so muclb easier 
if we’d had a flight plton" Ko- 
b iso id

Stratum laid rescue-ufliaals 
tha t the  plane c rashed  about 
3 p.m. Friday while h e  was at­
tem pting lo land a t Brld Air­
strip  oo the lake's east and

“He waa doing a  lauds and 
go to pack a route o n  lihr a ir­
strip  and  lest the alrsinffto  see 
how soUd it waa," sa id  Amyot,

Stratum etched the word 
“help" in the shoreline snow. 
He saw rescue helicoplere over­
head bul didn't gel (jictr a tten ­
tion. Amyot sa id

He found (he EUulne Al­
ex Cabin nearby end spent the 
night there 

The tiny log trapper's c a b  
In waa supposed to be removed 
several years ago by the Ekhit- 
na Corp.. Amyot s a id  It has no 
stove o r fireplace.

“He broke a bunch of spruce 
bowa and set up a little bed in 
there," Amyot said

The National W eather Ser­
vice doesn't lake on official 
reading tn the Eldutna area, 
bul a  forecaster there sold that 
It couldn't have been w anner

on. Amyot taking the lower trail Jam es Conley, a  police offl­
oad Caleert taking the upper ce r on scene, was om aied  by 
route. Caleert found him about S ira hen 's o rdeal He said tbc

from the ranger station, he en­
countered several skiers.

The sk len  text m essaged po­
lice on a cell phone and skied to 

than 10 degrees Friday night the ranger station. w here they 
and early Saturday. found Amyot and the care taker

“Our winters a re  unforgrv- Chandra C aieert 
ing in Alaska," Kobi said. Sirnh- The pair hopped on snowma- 
an "ought to go play the lottery chines and headed for Slrah-

rtw, ■, tOOl C4MSV
Rescuers escorted Wade St/ahan, s  battalion chief In the Anchorage Ere Department, to a heltcoptor at 
the Eklutna Ranger Station. The man on the left gave Strahen his cwn socks to wear. S tnhan had landed 
at the Eklutna airstrip and when ha bled to taka off again Iha plane crashed Into the lake. Strahin got 
out of the plam, swam to shore and spent the night In a nearby cabin, 
right now."

Stratum on Saturday set 
out walking He had "one eight 
miles when, less than two miles 1:30 p m , Amyot sold.

They got S trahan back to the 
ranger stebnn and gave him hot 
tea and patched a  phone call 
through to lus wife.

Police arrived soon, su did an 
Alaska Air National Guard HH- 
60G Pavehawk helicopter crew 
from Kulia Air National Guard 
Base.

firefighter had on wet, faded 
bluejeons, boots, nnd *s cou­
ple layers oo top." One of tha 
guardsm en took off his own 
warm socks to give to Stratum. 
ConJey said.

"H e didn't h a w  a d a n c e  to 
get anything out of the aircraft, 
he told me,” Conley sa id  “Il'a 
an incredible story m term s of

■  Dwilma 
artaanrtv
231-4509

IRAQ: M a n y  I r a q i s  i n  S u n n i  t r i a n g l e  fin d  t a c t i c s  'a b s o l u t e l y  h u m i
C o n tin u e d /n m t-o -l

their ca rs  through the line Over to one 
side, an Iroqi man nomad Tariq m ut­
tered In anger.

“I see  no difference brtween us nnd 
the P a le s t in ia n s h e  sa id  "We didn’t 
expect anything like llba a lte r  Sad­
dam fell."

The practice of destmving buildings 
where Insurgents a r e  suspected of 
planning or mounting oiouks has been
• icpH for (UriflfUt hv l«nsall «aMUt« In

recently traveled to Israel to glean les­
sons learned from their counter to r  
ronsl operations In urban areas."

Vane Is the deputy chief of staff tor 
doctrine concepts and strategy, a t the 
UR Army Training and Doctrine Com­
mand.

American officers here say thctr 
new hard-nosed approach reflects a 
m ore realistic appreciation of the mifi- 
la ry  and political realities faced try U.S. 
wilrtiera in the Sunni trinnole the area

hitting hack pretty h a rd  We've forced 
them to slow down the pace of iheir op­
erations."

In lhat way the new American ap­
proach seem s to shore the success­
es  of the Israeli military, a t least in the 
short term; Israeli officen com ead 
tha t Iheir heavy-handed strategy reg­
ularly stop* catastrophes like suicide 
bombings from taking ptoce.

"If you do nothing. they will just get 
strvwiprr" u lr t  Martin van frp-ielH

Tlie grenade w ent straight into the guerrilla*, 
sergeant's cheat. With Uic Bradley still In  Tikrit, rer
smoldering. Uic soldiers of the 1st Bat- hom e they said 
Udion. 8Ui Infantry, part of the 4th lo- A merican tanks 
fantry Division, surrounded Abu Hisb- ready le f t they s 
roa and searched for Uie guerrillas. “I w atched I
Soldiers began encasi ig Uie town in tha t house," sak 
razor wire. lives down Uie n

The next day. an .' mcrican Jet U S . officer* i
dropped a  500-pound bomb on the have destroyed 
house tha t had been used to attack  kriL In a recent
thpm Til* A muflAOM • rrocI•!< IA nh*w •wrilslntel
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CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING

r tm  -- n u  |L i nw uiM l t h M i^  Dm, n
Friends ached  at Dave and Rita Arts' HIHslda tesidenca Saturday altar untutXMsful atlampti to contact them. Four Family membeni were found dead ImW* 
the Bear Valley home, all victim* of carbon monoxide poisoning.Gas kills four at home
F a th e r, th re e  c h ild re n  p e ris h  on H ills id e ; m o th e r f ig h t in g  f o r  life
By TATABOUMi BRANT and ZAZ HOLLANDER 
AncrioraC* DUyNotso

A father and hia three children died after ca r  
hon monoxide saturated the air in iheir Bear Val­
ley home. Ore officials said Saturday.

Anchorage lire fighters Found Ihc four dead in 
bedroom* and a hallway of (he (hrce-story flob- 
e r t Drive home when they were summoned lo 
the scene shortly after noon Saturday by a neigh­
bor. The m other waa found unconscious in a halh 
way. was rushed to  the hospital and waa fighting 
for her life late Saturday night

Firefighters did not know how long the fami­
ly had been dead. Police said sem e victims were 
still in their nightclothes.

David Aria, 42, waa found dead in hia bed 
on Ihc third floor, Anchorage F ire Department 
spokesman Tbm Kempton said.

Wilem, 3, and hia sister Taylor, II, were found 
in their shored room on Ihc second floor, WUem

Set Burk Fate, DEATHS

Tha Arti family 
lived at 8100 
Robert Drive. 
Da-rid Arts,
42; daughters 
Ann Marie.
8, and Teytor, 
11; and ion 
Wllem, 3. died. 
Rita Arts waa 
taken to Alaska 
Regional 
Hospital.

N e w  t a c t i c s  m a k e  U .S . t r o o p s  s a f e r ,  a n g e r  I r a q i s
■ OET-TOUQH: Strategy 
similar to approach Israel 
uses in occupied territories.
By DEXTER FllXINS
The Hn Ttorti Times

ABU HISlfMA, Iraq -  Aa the

have begun imprisoning the rel­
atives of suspected guerrillas in 
hopes of pressuring Uie insurgents 
lo turn themselves m.

The Americans embarked on 
Iheir get-tough strategy in early No­
vember, Uie deadliest month yet for 
U.S. forces in Iraq, with 61 soldiers

INSIDE
■ ATTACK HUS CHLWtOi: US.-led 
an alack against suspected lemma In 
Afghanistan killed tune children as «e l as 
the Intended taiget

Pa*» A~*

tacka on Arne, lean troops, Iraqi d - 
viliana line up to go in and out, fil­
ing through an American-guarded 
checkpoint, each carrying an Identi­
fication card printed In English only.

“If you have one of these card*, 
you can come and go," coaxed LL 
CoL Nathan Sassaman, Uie battel-

N o  r< 
f o r  b  
m u s t
■ IDTTAROO: Rachaf 
misses mandatory n
By ZAZ HOUANDER
AncMa** M ,  N m

A fter preaauring Id 
rod Tkail Sled Dog Race • 
r i t l i  to allow h e r  to run t  
special coaxceaaiona, a le 
fy blind w om an from Ore 
failed to show  up  foe a  a  
datory rookie* meeting I 
unlay and will not compel 
next yea r's  race.

Rachael Scdoria. a 
year-old m u ah er from Br 
Ore., waged an  aggreaa 
high-profile cam paign this 
to g e t race  officials to b  
rules harming outside aco 
modatlooa.

Scdoria suffer* from < 
genital achrom atopsia, a 
red itary  condition thal 
p a in  h e r  cen tra l vision 
m akes it hard  to r her to 
the from  ot  h e r  team, 
critic* feared  the coDdi 
could th rea ten  h e r  safety 
tha t of h e r  dogs and p o «  
o lher muaher*.

ln  Septem ber, race 
nal* voted to le t her run 
Iditarod with help  from tn  
siatanl oo a separa te  dog t 
who would radio  waral

See A uk  Aa*/. SCOO

Plane s 
man sp 
night ir
■ EKLUTNA: He sla> 
cabin overnight, wa
By KATIE PE1ZNECKEA
A«/«of»c* D**r Hr»*

An A n ch o ra g e  draft gh 
plane into Eklutna Lake 
sw am  to th o re , (pen t a fra 
pe r ’* cab in , th en  w a lked  e 
era s tu m b led  u pon  h im  at 
sa id  Saturday.

Battalion C hief Wade 
age F ire  D epartm ent's SI 
idence Alaska Medical ■ 
night, dehydrated, cold ar 
CoL Stove PoiiLsch. an Al 
spokesman.

Dan Amyot, the park ra 
that when they Initially ft 
urday walking along Uic 
fighter was mildly to mod 
and “a little b it out of IL* 
anowmaehine to  the  rang



S A F E T Y  P R E C A U T IO N S  
F O R  

C A R B O N  M O N O X ID E  
(C o n t in u e d )

H o w  d o  Y o u  R e d u c e  o r  E l im in a t e  P r o d u c t i o n  o f  C O ?
T h e re  a re  m a n y  w a y s  to  e lim in a te  o r  re d u c e  the  p ro d u c t io n  o f  C O  in  y o u r  h o m e  and  the  e n v i­
ro n m en t . H e re  a re  s om e  w ay s  to  a c c o m p lis h  th is :
# 1 . H a v e  y o u r  g as  o r  o i l b u rn in g  a p p lia n c e s  a n d  c h im n e y s  in sp e c te d  b y  a  c e r t i f ie d  te ch n ic ian  
a n n u a lly .
# 2 .  P r o v id e  ad eq u a te  v e n t i la t io n  w h en  u s in g  a p p lia n c e s  in  c o n f in e d  sp a c e s  su ch  as y o u r  h om e , 
g a ra g e , c am p e r , m o to r  h om e , ice  f is h in g  h o u se  o r  ten t. It  is  a ls o  im p o rta n t to  re m e m b e r that a n y  
c om b u s t io n  p ro c e s s  uses u p  o x y g e n  w h ic h  c an  re s u lt  in  a s p h y x ia t io n  and  p ro m o te  the p ro d u c ­
t io n  o f  C a rb o n  M o n o x id e .
# 3 .  In s u re  the  p ro p e r  am ou n t o f  c o m b u s t io n  a i r  is  a v a i la b le  a n d  re tu rn  a i r  is  s u f f ic ie n t  f o r  the 
p ro p e r  o p e ra t io n  o f  y o u r  a p p lia n c e s .
# 4 .  In s u re  y o u  h a v e  n o  e x h au s t le a k s  in  y o u r  c h im n e y ’ s a u to  e x h a u s t  s y s tem .
# 5 . H a v e  y o u r  a p p lia n c e s , v e h ic le s  and  in te rn a l c o m b u s t io n  e n g in e  e q u ip m en t tuned  up  o n  a 
r e g u la r  b a s is .
# 6 . C h e c k  y o u r  a p p lia n c e  p i lo t  lig h ts  to  in su re  p ro p e r  c o m b u s t io n . R e fe r  to  y o u r  ow n e rs  m an u a l 
f o r  p ro p e r  f la m e  h e ig h t a n d  c o lo r ,  o r  c o n s u lt  a  c e r t i f ie d  te c h n ic ia n .
# 7 .  In s u re  p ro p e r  c h im n e y  h e ig h t and  d iam e te rs  o n  a l l  h e a te rs  an d  s to v e s .

C a r b o n  M o n o x id e  M o n i t o r s :
It is  a d v is a b le  to  in s ta ll C O  M o n ito r s  in  a l l  a rea s  w h e re  C O  c o u ld  be p ro d u c e d . R e m e m b e r  C O  

is lig h te r  th an  a i r  and  tra v e ls  up in  the a i r  c o lu m n . D u e  to  a i r  f lo w  in  b u i ld in g s  it is n o t a d v is ­
a b le  to  in s ta l l C O  m o n ito rs  o n  a w a l l o r  c e i lin g  c lo s e r  than  8 - 1 0  in c h e s  f r o m  th e ir  in te rs e c tio n . 
T h e re  a re  b a t te ry  p ow e re d , ha rd  w ire d  an d  c o lo r  c o d e d  m o n ito rs  a v a i la b le  a t m o s t h a rd w a re  o r  
s a fe ty  s u p p ly  s to re s .

I f  y o u  su sp ec t tha t y o u  h a v e  a C O  p ro b le m  in  y o u r  h e a tin g  s y s tem  o r  a p p lia n c e , c o n ta c t a c e r ­
t i f ie d  te c h n ic ia n  f o r  an  in sp e c t io n . I f  y o u  a re  e x p e r ie n c in g  s ig n s  a n d  s y s tem s  o f  C O  e x p o su re  
le a v e  the in v o lv e d  a re a  an d  c on ta c t y o u r  lo c a l em e rg e n c y  s e rv ic e s .

S o u rd o u g h  F u e l H e a t in g  D iv is io n  w i l l  b e  g la d  to  a s s is t y o u  in  a n y  w a y  p o s s ib le  to  in su re  the 
p ro p e r  o p e ra t io n  o f  y o u r  h ea tin g  s y s tem . C a l l  4 5 6 - 7 7 9 8  f o r  in fo rm a t io n  o r  a ss is tan ce .

1555 Van Horn Rd 
Fairbanks, AK 

456-7798



/bvrdouoh
r w e l  *

S A F E T Y  P R E C A U T IO N S  
F O R

C A R B O N  M O N O X ID E

W h a t  i s  C a r b o n  M o n o x i d e ?

Carbon Monoxide (commonly referred to as CO) is a colorless, odorless, toxic, 
flammable, lighter than air gas. It is produced by an incomplete combustion proc­
ess that can be witnessed in an air tight wood stove or propane burning appliance. 
In can also be present during any internal combustion process including vehicle 
engines, heaters and stoves. Even camp fires and smoking tobacco products pro­
duce CO.

C a r b o n  M o n o x i d e  P r o p e r t i e s

CO is colorless and odorless. Therefore it is almost impossible to detect without 
proper monitoring devices. It has a very wide Flammable Range with a Lower Ex­
plosive Limit of 12.5% and an Upper Explosive Limit o f '74%. This means that 
when CO is mixed with air it will ignite in the presence of an ignition source 
when mixed with air by volume at 12 % through 74% CO concentrations.
CO is lighter than air, it is about .97 compared to air at 1 in weight. It will rise to 
the upper levels of an enclosure then bank down to the floor levels if not venti­
lated by natural or mechanical means. CO is a toxic gas. When breathed in it com­
bines with blood much more quickly than oxygen. This can cause toxic reactions 
and possible death. The amount of CO considered toxic to the human body as well 
as signs and systems of exposure can be found on the attached Material Safety 
Data Sheet, commonly referred to as an MSDS.

/ M ir d o u ^ h
1555 Van Horn Rd 

Fairbanks, AK 
456-7798
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C a r b o n - M o n o x i d e  P r i m e r
HOW TO MONITOR YOUR HOME AND PROTECT YOUR FAMILY FROM THE DEADLY GAS

BY KEN TEXTOR
For the first 6,000 years o f human c iv i­
liza tion , carbon monoxide wasn 't a big 
problem in the home —  unless, perhaps, 
you lived next door to a volcano. To be 
sure, the dead ly gas has a lways been 
around and in the general atmosphere to 
some degree. A nd even cave dwe lle rs 
w ith  a fire  nea r th e ir ro c k y she lte r's 
e r'm nce got a b it o f extra carbon-monox- 
ide gas from the incomple te burn ing o f 
h y d ro c a rb o n s  ( i.e . , th e  w o o d ) . So 
hum ans have been b re a th in g carbon 
monoxide to a negligible degree since the 
dawn o f c iv iliza tion . But it wasn 't un til 
housing became more and more airtight 
in the last hundred years o r so, and fossil 
fue ls became an in c rea s ing ly popu la r 

means o f heating, cooking and traveling, 
that carbon-monoxide poisoning became 
a serious threat in the home.

N ow the odorless, colorless gas seems 
to be everyw here , and in increas ing ly 
d a n g e ro u s am o u n ts . F rom  w a lk in g  
behind the lawnmower o r stripping paint 
from the liv ing-room baseboards to using 
space heaters, aging fu rnaces and gas 
cook ing stoves, we live w ith more and 
more carbon-monoxide gas (also known 

as CO gas) nearly every day. Even the 
m orn ing comm ute to w o rk gives m any 
people a dose o f the toxic gas, particu­

larly if you sit for long periods of 
time in bump-

B E D R O O M
Unventod space heater

er-to-bumper traffic. So the list o f organi­
za tions concerned abou t CO-gas ove r­
doses has gotten longer and longer.

"W e got ou r start in the early 19S0s," 
says Melissa Heeke, spokeswoman fo r 
the Chimney Safety Institu te o f America 
in Plainfield, Ind . "Tha t’s when the issue 
o f w ood -bu rn ing stoves made it neces­
sary fo r people to be more aware o f ch im ­
ney safety issues," notes Heeke, whose 
organization certifies ch im ney sweeps.

Indeed, regardless o f fuel type, proper 
venting o f appliances is foremost among 
the CO-gas issues fa c in g m ode rn -d a y 
homeowners. Depending on whose sta­
tistics you read, anywhere from 200 to 
1 ,600 a n n u a l a c c id e n ta l d e a th s a re 

attributab le to CO poisoning, making the 
problem significant enough for the aver­
age homeowner to take steps to prevent a 
mishap. But first it's im portant to under­
stand the enemy.

CO Stealth 
Carbon-monoxide gas is pretty decep­

tive, even though most people th in k it's 
pretty obvious. Yes, 
the sm e ll o f 
au to ex-

m

G A R A G E
Auto exhaust fumes
Operating barbecue grill in enclosed area 
Powered outdoor equipment operated 
close to homo

L IV IN G  R O O M
Gas or wood 

burning fireplace

haust fumes —  the best-known source of 
CO gas —  is easily identifiable. But w ha t 
you smell is not CO gas, w h ich is actua lly 
odorless. Likewise, charcoal grills give off 
plenty o f CO gas, and do so long afte r the 
smell o f lighter flu id disappears. But again, 
you can 't smell it. M an y pa in t strippers 
also pum p CO gas in to the a ir as the ir 
chemicals react w ith the paint. But apart 
from the smell o f the stripper, most people 

don 't know they are inha ling CO gas.
The sym p tom s o f CO-gas exposu re 

are also m isleading . Headache, d row s i­
ness and a feeling o f malaise o r irritab ility 

are the p re lim in a ry signals. But a fte r a 
couple o f hours in afte rnoon comm ute r 
traffic, most drivers m ay a ttribu te those 
symptoms to the stress o f endless stop- 
and -go m ovem en t o r encoun te rs w ith  
road-raged drivers. Likewise, the nausea 
and a ru n d ow n fee ling associated w ith 
w in te r flu bugs may actua lly come from a 
m a lfu n c tio n in g hea ting system o r even 
the gas cooks tove in the k itc h e n . The 
advanced sym p tom  o f CO po ison ing is 
unconsciousness, fo llowed by the poten ­
t ia l fo r b ra in  dam age and e ve n tu a lly  
death.

E xac tly bow  CO gas w o rks on you r 
body is a b it sneaky, too. Essentia lly , it 

chem ica lly blocks you r b lood ’s ab ility 
to p ick up oxygen and can y that 

v i t a l gas to 

ce lls and

B A S E M E N T
Improperly installod or faulty gas 
clothes dryer, fumaca or water heater I
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organs. Thus, w ith doses o f CO gas, you 
are s low ly and gen tly asphyx ia ted . The 

process w o rks m uch m ore q u ic k ly  on 
people w ith cardiovascular o r pu lm onary 
diseases and cond itions. For people w ith 

hea rt and lung prob lem s, a dose o f CO 
gas can trigger a heart attack, dangerous 
coughing spasms, o r both.

CO Prevention 
W ith all this in m ind , it ’s a good idea 

to take steps to prevent CO gas from get­
ting in to you r liv ing space. "Tha t’s why 
we recommend you have you r ch im ney 
and furnace flues inspected by a chim ney 
pro fess iona l a t least once a year,’’ says 
Heeke o f the CSIA. She notes chimneys 
and furnace flues can be blocked during 
the warmer months by industrious birds 
o r during the heating season by soot and 
c reoso te b u ild u p s . A s these depo s its 

accumulate, it gets harder nnd harder for 

c o m b u s t io n  b y -p ro d u c ts  to escape , 
increasing the like lihood o f CO gas bu ild ­
ing up in the house.

Bathroom and cooking range fans can 
be ano the r reason CO gas w il l bu ild up 
w ith in the liv ing space. In modem , tigh tly 
sealed houses, a ba th room  o r cook ing- 
range fan can create negative pressure in 
the house. A lthough tha t m ay sound like 
a N ew Age term , it ac tua lly means the a ir 
being forced ou t o f the house by the fan 
is being replaced by a ir com ing in to the 
house via the furnace flues and chimney. 
Tha t a ir often con ta ins CO gas, pa rticu ­
la rly during the winter, when a ll the w in ­
dows are closed tig h tly and the furnace 
runs regularly. To prevent negative pres­
sure, you shou ld c rack open a w in dow  
near the fan while the fan is running.

In doo r space heaters and nonelectric 
cook ing stoves can a lso be a source o f 
CO gas. The com bus tio n standards fo r 
o lder space heaters and nonelectric cook­
ing stoves (gene ra lly speak ing , before 

1985) were no t as stringent as they are 
today, Likewise, even today ’s indoor (os- 
sil-fuel appliances m ust be run according 
to m an u fa c tu re r spe c ifica tio n s , w h ich 

may include an annua l inspection by an 
a p p lia n c e  te c h n ic ia n . You can a lso 
ro u g h ly  c h e c k o u t y o u r a p p lia n c e 's  
capac ity to bu rn a t to p e ffic iency (and 
thereby reduce CO-gas em issions) by a 
visua l inspection o f the flame. Gas app li­

a n ce s m us t b u rn  w ith  a b lu e  flam e

th roughou t A ny ye llow in the flame is an 
in d ic a t io n  o f in com p le te  com bus tio n , 
poss ib le CO-gas em iss ions and a good 

reason fo r a ca ll to an app liance repair 
techn ic ian . In wood -bu rn ing appliances, 
an y sm e ll o f sm oke , so o t b u ild u p  on 
view ing ports o r the fire dying ou t on its 

own is an in d ica tio n o f troub le . Again , 
contact the app liance ’s manufacture r o ra  
furnace expert fo r advice.

Garages are a lso noto rious fo r in tro ­

d u c in g  CO gas in to  th e liv in g  space. 
U n le s s y o u r ga ra ge is c o m p le te ly  
detached from the house, there is usually 
a chance o f CO-gas in f i l t ra t io n  s im p ly 
from  s ta r t in g  th e ca r in th e m o rn in g . 
Obviously, le tting a car, lawn mower, gen­
e ra to r o r o the r gaso line -bu rn ing device 
ru n  c o n t in u o u s ly  in  th e 
garage is a bad idea . A lso , 
burn ing a charcoal grill, using 

large amounts o f pa in t s trip ­
per o r even runn ing the gas 
grill in the garage is unwise.

To m ake a n a tta c h e d  
garage safer, start w ith b lock ­

ing o ff any second-story pas­
sageways between the house g 
and the garage. F requen tly , |

even when a bu ild e r insta lls \%
a ir t ig h t doo rs be tw een the-s 
garage and house on the first 
floor, the attic spaces are le ft open. The 
two build ings shou ld be sealed o ff from 

each o the r. A ls o be sure to open the 
garage doo r before you start you r car and, 
once started, immedia te ly pu ll the vehicle 

out. Un like cars o f 20 years ago. today's 
m ode rn veh ic le s d o n 't need w a rm -u p 
time to protect in terna l engine parts.

Open w indows also can be a source o f 
CO gas. Id ling lawn mowers, emergency 
generators and m isplaced exhaust ports 
from chimney-less furnaces have all been

sources o f CO gas tha t entered the b u ild ­
ing and overcame occupants. Prevention 
in these cases is a matter o f exercising a 
bit o f extra caution and/or 

fo l lo w in g  m a n u fa c tu re r 
insta lla tion and operation 
gu id e lin e s fo r the a p p li­
ance.

CO Detectors
E ven i f y o u ta k e a ll 

steps possib le to prevent 

CO gas from entering your 
home, accidents do hap ­
pen . Tha t's where a CO 
detector comes in.

“W e th in k every home 
in America shou ld have at 

least one carbon -m onox-

Homeowners are 
able to detect 
potential CO haz­
ards, such as 
blocked chim­
neys, themselves, 
but they should 
rety on
professionals to 
remedy such 
conditions.

id e d e te c to r , ” says Ken G ile s , a 
spokesm an fo r the Consum er P roduc t 
Safety Comm ission . He says abou t 20 
percent o f homes today have a CC detec­
to r in them, compared w ilh 90 percent o f 
homes having one or more smoke alarms 
in them . “We’d like to see CO detectors 
as comm on as smoke detectors,’’ G iles 
says.

Indeed, some states and m un ic ipa li­
ties are making CO detectors part o f their 

Luild ing-code requirements. New Jersey,

C oncen tra tio n * S ym p tom
0 - 1 0 Usually no symptoms
1 0 - 2 0 Headache, angina in heart patients
2 0 - 3 0 Throbbing headache, nausea, irritability, difficu lty concentrating
3 0 - 4 0 Severe headache, dizziness, fatigue, confusion
4 0 - 5 0 Rapid breath ing and heartbeat, fainting
5 0 - 6 0 Respiratory failure (collapse), seizures (collapse)
6 0 - 7 0 Severe respira tory failure, low b lood pressure, fatal coma
70 + Rapidly fatal coma

•Percent o f hemoglobin carrying CO
Sou rce : bO CA , March/April 1 9 9 3

www.smafthomeownermag.com NOVEMBER I DECEMBER 2003 23

http://www.smafthomeownermag.com


Tips fo r Clean Indoor A ir in Alaska

Am e rican Lung A ssbc ia tio ii 
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About Carbon Monoxide Alarms: ~3 1  ^
C a rb o n  m o n o x id e  a la rm s  s h o u ld  m e e t U n d e rw r ite rs  L a b o ra to r ie s , In c . s ta n d a rd s , 
h ave  a  lo n g - te rm  w a rra n ty , a n d  b e  e a s i ly  s e lf- te s te d  a n d .re s e t  to  e n su re  p ro p e r  
op e ra tio n . S o m e  c a rb on  m o n o x id e  a la rm s  m a y  h a v e  d u a l' fu n c t io n s , su ch  as sm o k e  
and  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  a la rm s . I f  th e se  d u a l u n its  w e re  to* g o  in to  a la rm , d o  n o t  
w ro n g ly  a s su m e  th e y  a re  m a lfu n c t io n in g  in  tire a b sen ce  o f  sm o k e .
B a tte ry  p ow e re d  d e v ic e s  s h o u ld  h a v e  the  b a tte r ie s  c h an g ed  y e a r ly  (p ic k  a  d a te  that 
y o u  w i l l  rem em b e r , su ch  a s  b ir th d a y s  o r  h o lid a y s  f o r  c h a n g in g  b a tte r ie s ) . T h e  
C o n s u m e r P ro d u c ts  S a fe ty  C o m m is s io n  re c o m m e n d s  th a t a  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
d e te c to r be p la c e d  o n  e a ch  le v e l o f  y o u r  h om e , w ith  a  m in im u m  o f  o n e  n e a r each  
s le e p in g  a re a . .. : ' ■ /. ■ A ;
What to Do if the CO Alarm Goes Off:

• C h e c k  to  see i f  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  the  h o u s e h o ld  is e x p e r ie n c in g  s y m p to m s  o f

im m e d ia te ly  o r  ... .„...r . .
• I f  n o  o n e  is fe e lm g s y m p to m s , o p e n  w in d ow s  an d  d o o r s  to  a l lo w  rre s h  a ir  
in  and  n o t i fy  y ou r'ffi 'e i |u p jp }i< 5 iu ty la k e 'su re  to; tu rn  o f f  a l l  p o te n t ia l s o u rc e s  
o f  C O — y o u r  o i l  o f  g a s  fu rn a c e , g a s  w a te r  h ea te r, g as  ra n g e  a n d  o v e n , g as  
d ry e r , g a s  o r  k e ro s e n e  sp ace  h e a te r and  a n y  v e h ic le  o r  s m a ll e n g in e .

• H a v e  a  q u a li f ie d  te chm c ian  in spec t y o u r  fu e l b u rn in g  ap p lian ce s  an d  c h im n e j 
to  m a k e  su re  th e y  a re  o p e ra t in g  c o r re c t ly  a n d  th a t th e re  is  n o th in g  b lock in g

flf r*
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Tips for Clean Indoor Air in Alaska
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: 1  %  . |
Y o u  can 't see  o r  sm e ll c a rb o n  m o n o x id e , b u t a t h ig h  le v e ls  it c an  k i l l .  C a rb o n  
m o n o x id e  (C O )  is a  c o lo r le s s , o d o r le s s , ta s te le ss , an d  to x ic  g a s . I t  is  p ro d u c e d  as 
a  b y -p ro d u c t o f  a l l  c o m b u s t io n  p ro c e sse s . A n y  fu e l- f i r e d  a p p lia n c e , v e h ic le , to o l 
o r  o th e r  d e v ic e  has th e  p o te n t ia l to  p ro d u c e  d a n g e ro u s  le v e ls  o f  C O . W h e n  
app lian c e s  a re  k ep t in  g o o d  w o rk in g  c o n d it io n , th ey  p ro d u c e  li t t le  C O . Im p ro p e r ly  
m a in ta in e d  o r  o p e ra te d  ap p lian c e s , h ow e v e r , can  p ro d u c e  fa t a l C O  con cen tra tio n s  
in  y o u r  h om e . TTie C o n s u m e r P rod u c ts  S a fe ty  C o m m is s io n  re p o rts  that m o re  than 
2 0 0  p e o p le  in  the  U n ite d  S ta te s  d ie  f f o m  C O  p o is o n in g  e v e ry  y e a r . W h e n  c a rb o n  
m o n o x id e  is  in h a le d , it b o n d s  w ith  p a rt o f  the  re d  b lo o d  c e lls  c a l le d  h e m o g lo b in . 
T h is  re su lts  in  a la c k  o f  o x y g e n  to the  b lo o d  c e lls . T h e  b ra in  an d  the h e a rt re q u ire  
la rg e  am ou n ts  o f  o x y g e n  and  q u ic k ly  s u f fe r  f r o m  an y  o x y g e n  sh o rta g e . B e c a u se  
c a rb on  m o n o x id e  redu ce s  o x y g e n  d e liv e ry  to  the b ra in , p e rs o n s  w ith  e le v a te d  
le v e ls  o f  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e -d o  n o t th in k  c le a r ly  a n d  m a y  n o t  e v e n  re c o g n iz e  the 
w a rn in g  s ig n s . H ig h  c o n c e n tra t io n s  o f  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  c a n  k i l l  in  le s s  than  f iv e  

n - i :— :* -r . a— ne r v ous  sy s tem ,

C O  p o is o n in g  s ym p to m s  m a y  m im ic  f lu  s y m p to m s . C o m m o n  s ym p tom s  in c lu d e  
h ead ach e , fa tigue* nau sea ,^ d izz in ess  and c o n fu s io n . C o n t in u e d  e x p o s u re  can  le ad  
to  v om it in g , w ea kn e s s  a n d jd i f f ic u i t y  b re a th in g . H ig h  e x p o s u re  m a y  re s u lt  in  lo s s  
o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss , c p r i ^ ' ^ i l M ^ I S p l ;.P iresence o f  C O  m a y  w o rs e n  u n d e r ly in g  
h ea rt d is e a se  b y  c a u s in g  h e a rt ir r e g u la r i t y  a n d  m u sc le  w eakness .’ B e c a u se  the  
s ym p tom s  m im ic  s o  m a h y j l ln e s s e s ;  C O  p o is o n in g  is  o f t e n  m isd ia g n o sed .
What to Do in an Emergency: " ^
I f  y o u  b e lie v e  tha t y o u  a re  s u ffe r in g  f r o m  C O  p o is o n in g : .

• O p e n  d o o rs  and  w in d ow s  and le a v e  the  v ic in ity  im m ed ia te ly ;
• N o t i fy  y o u r  fu e l s u p p lie r  o r  a c om p e te n t m ec h a n ic a l c o n tra c to r .
1 In fo rm  y o u r  p r im a ry  h e a lth  p ro v id e r  tha t y o u  w e re  e x p o s e d  to  C O . C O  \ ?

’■  • n. |  «• j #  | |  • . * 1 * 1  r .  j ' j  I 5 »

ii

p o is o n in g  can  o fte n  be d ia g n o se d  by  a  b lo o d  te s t, i f  d o n e  s o o n  a f t e r  . i ( i \ \ i )  
the e x p o s u re . * • I !

Tips: I • : ;
• N e v e r  b u m  c h a rc o a l in s id e  a  h om e , g a ra g e , v e h ic le , d r .te n t . r £ £ ;i'
• N e v e r  u se  unyen tec j fu e l-b u rn in g  c am p in g  eq u ip m en t in s id e  a  h om e , ga ragd ,

.Zl-\ I-!*'-"v e h ic le , o r  ten t]
• N e v e r  le a v e  a  v e h ic le  p in n in g  in an  a ttached g a ra g e ,1 an d  m in im iz e  the am ou n t f  

o f  t im e  the v e h ic le  is in  th e  ga ragp  \yhen y o u  s ta rt it e a cH im on im g i'e v e ii w i t h f  
the. g a ra g e  d o o r  o p e n .iM o y e  the v e h ic le  o u t  a s 'sd on  a s  p o s s ib le a fte r ,s ta r t in g . | ;

such  as ra n g e s . O vens, o r  c lo th e s  d ry e rs  f o r  h ea tin g  ■
, ,  i m. - i  T O

as
- r w  in -  itg a so lin e^ p ow e red 'td b ls  a n d  e n g in e s  in d o o rs  o r  in

‘ i: ! ■
' ” i v f e .  !.*> ...* , -iI  . continued bri back - &

Tlpelar Clean Indoor Air It j sol ol guideline: tor use In maintaining or renovating your trilling homo wild Ida goal ol Improving Ido quality of llio air you breathe Indoors. This prolect is tuoderf hy Alaska Housing Finance-Corporation. American Lung Association ol Alaska and Alaska Housing Finance Corporation are no! lo he hold liable and do not make any guarantees regarding the outcome ol consumer Implementation ol these guidelines. Tips are not Intended to- bo construed at medical advice er replace the consultation ol a physician or specialist In any way.k *' Vi V,'. Jk/ i-,j - ■
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Your H om o

M o n i t o r i n g  L e v e ls  
O f  C a r b o n  M o n o x i d e
Starting Nov. 30, all newly corutrucud 
on*- or rwo-family home* and co-op and 
condominium ip tn m tn u  »n New York 
m uit have carbon menaaod? alarm* mm 
Installed. By Jay Romano /

Y O U R  HOM E

M o n i t o r i n g  

C a r b o n  

M o n o x i d e

By JA Y ROMANO

U N D E R  o n ew  s ta t e  law  th a t  ta k e*  e f­
fe c t In N ew  Y o rk  o n  N ov. 30, *11 new ly  
c o n s tru c te d  o o  © -fam ily ho m e * , tw o  

fa m ily  h o m e s  a n d  c o o p  a n d  c o n d o m in iu m  
a p a r tm e n ts  m u s t  h a v e  c a rb o n  m o n o x ld a  
a la r m s  In s ta lle d . T h e  la w  a lso  r e q u i r e s  e x ­
is tin g  h o m e s  a n d  a p a r tm e n ts  to  h a v e  c a r ­
bon m ono x id e  a l a r m s  In s ta l le d  b e fo re  th e y  
c a n  be  so ld .

A nd  In N ew  J e r s e y ,  w h e re  e x is t in g  s ta te  
law  re q u ire s  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  a l a r m s  In 
m u ltlfa m lly  d w e llin g s , ro o m in g  h o u se s  a n d  
h o te ls , le g is la tio n  In tro d u c e d  ln  th e  S ta te  
S en a te  la s t  m o n th  w o u ld  re q u i r e  ca rb o n  
m ono x id e  a la r m s  ln  a ll n ew ly  c o n s tru c te d  
one- and  tw o -fa m ily  h o m e s  an d  In e x is tin g  
h o m e s  w hen  th e y  a r e  so ld  If a  c e r t i f ic a te  of 
o c c u p a n c y  Is r e q u i r e d  fo r  th e  s a le .

T h e  In c re a s in g  a t te n t io n  to  th e  d a n g e rs  of 
c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  c o m e s  a f te r  a t  le a s t  n ine  
p eo p le  in th e  re g io n  — fo u r  fa m ily  m e m b e rs  
In a  ho m e  In C olonlo . N .J .;  a  7 6 -y ea r old 
w o m an  In C a r te r e t ,  N. J . ; a  h u s b a n d  and  
w ife  In Q u e e n s ; a n d  a n  8 0 -v ea r o ld  w o m an  
a n d  h e r  d a u g h te r  In  a  B ro o k ly n  a p a r tm e n t  
bu ild in g  — d ie d  of a c c id e n ta l  c a rb o n  m onox­
id e  po ison ing  w ith in  th e  la s t  m o n th .

" R e p o r ts  of e n t i r e  fa m ilie s  k il led  In ih e ir  
h o m e s  by  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  p o iso n in g  h ig h ­
lig h ts  th e  Im p o r ta n c e  o f th is  le g is la t io n ,"  
so ld  S ta te  S e n a to r  J o s e p h  P a ln la ,  a  R ep u b li­
c a n  fro m  O cean  T o w n sh ip , s p o n so r  of th e  
p ro p o s e d  le g is la t io n  In N ew  J e r s o y .  “ Inex- 
. .-n ilve  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to r s  could  
h o v e  p re v e n te d  th o se  t r a g e d ie s ."

In  N ew  Y o rk , A s s e m b ly m a n  J o se p h  M or- 
e lle , a D e m o c ra t f ro m  I ro n d e q u o lt, th e  sp o n ­
s o r  o f the  law  th a t  w ill ta k e  e f fe c t a t  th e  end  
of th is  m o n th , s a id  th e  p ro v e n  s u c c e s s  of 
s m o k e  d e te c to r  la w s  u is p lre d  h im  to  pu sh  
fo r  a  law  re q u ir in g  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c ­
to r s  an d  a la r m s .  " A s  s m o k e  a l a r m  law s 
w e re  e n a c te d , m o re  of th e s e  life  s a f e ty  d e ­
v ic e s  w en t In to  h o m e s  a n d  d e a th  r a t e s  f ro m  
f i r e  h a v e  d e c lin e d ,"  M r. M o re lle  s a id . " I t 's  
now  tim e  to  look a t  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  a la r m s  
th e  s a m e  w a y ."

D r. E d w a rd  P . K ren ze lo k , d i r e c to r  of th e  
po ison  c e n te r  In th e  C h ild re n 's  H o sp ita l of 
P itt s b u rg h , s a id  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  Is a  n a tu ­
r a l  b y p ro d u c t of c o m b u s tio n  w h e n e v e r  an  
o rg a n ic  fu e l Is b u rn e d . " W e 'r e  ta lk in g  ab o u t 
w ood, n a tu r a l  g a a , h e a l in g  o il a n d  g aso lin e , 
to  n a m e  a  fe w ,"  D r. K re n z e lo k  s a id . "A nd  
o nce  you h a v e  p ro d u c e d  c a rb o n  m onox ide , 
you need  to  v e n t  It o u t to  th e  e n v iro n m e n t."

W hile m o s t peo p lu  kn o w  th a t  It Is ex ­
tr e m e ly  d a n g e ro u s  to  a llo w  a n  a u to m o b ile  
to  ru n  In a  c lo se d  g a r a g e ,  h e  so ld , peo p le  
g e n e ra "  do  n o t  re a l iz e  th a t  a n y  n u m b e r  of 
co m b u su o n  a p p l ia n c e s  In a  h o u se  c a n  re s u l t  
in d a n g e ro u s ly  h ig h  le v e ls  of c a rb o n  m onox­
ide  If th e y  o r e  n o t p ro p e r ly  v en ted .

M o reo v e r , D r. K ren ze lo k  s a id , peop le  
m a d e  1'1 f ro m  c a rb o n  m on o x id e  o fte n  a re  
n o t a w a re  o f  th e  c a u se  o f  th e ir  Illn ess. " C a r ­
b o n  m o n o x id e  po iso n in g  Is c a lle d  'th e  g r e a t  
I m i t a t o r , '"  h e  so ld , e x p la in in g  th a t  th e  
s y m p to m s  of c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  po iso n in g  — 
h e a d a c h o , n a u s e a  a n d  m u s c le  w e a k n e s s  — 
a r e  th e  s a m e  s y m p to m s  c o m m o n ly  a s s o c i­
a te d  w ith  th e  flu.

W hile m o s t p eo p le  w ho  a r e  e x p o se d  to  
n o n le th a l le v e ls  of c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  fu lly  r e ­
c o v e r , a b o u t 10 p e r c e n t  o f  th o se  w ho  a r e  e x ­
p o sed  to  th e  g a s , w h ich  Is ta s te le s s ,  co lo r le s s  
a n d  o d o rle ss , d ev e lo p  d e la y e d  n e u ro lo g ica l 
a n d  b ih a v lo r a l  p ro b le m s  like  m e m o ry  loss 
a n d  b e h a v io r  c h a n g e .

In fa n ta , th e  u n b o rn  a n d  e ld e r ly  p e o p le  o re  
a t  g r e a t e r  r i s k  th a n  th e  g e n e ra l  po p u la tio n . 
" A  fe tu s  Is p a r t ic u la r ly  v u ln e ra b le  b e c a u se  
f e ta l  h e m o g lo b in  h o ld s  o n to  c a rb o n  m onox­
id e  fiv e  tim e s  lo n g e r  th a n  th e  m o th e r 's  
b lo o d ,"  D r. K ren ze lo k  s a id . "A n d  a  sen io r  
c i t iz e n  w ith  p re -e x is t in g  h e a r t  d is e a s e  could  
b e  m o re  a t  r i s k  fo r  a  h e a r t  a t ta c k  b e c a u se  
th e  ca rb o n  m ono x id e  m a y  lim it th e  am o u n t 
o f  o x y g en  b e in g  re le a s e d  to  th e  h e a r t .”

D r. K ren ze lo k  p o in ted  o u t th a t  th e r e  a r e

U nder a  new  law  in N ew  
Y ork , carbon  m onoxide 
alarm s m u st be installed 
befora a hom e is sold.

g e n e ra lly  tw o  w ay s  to  p re v e n t  a c c i­
d e n ta l  c a rb o n  m on o x id e  po ison ing . 
T h e  f i r s t  Is to  e n s u re  lh a t  ca rb o n  
m on o x id e  Is n o t a llo w ed  to bu ild  u p  In 
a house , a n d  th e  seco n d  la to  a le r t  o c ­
c u p a n ts  if II does.

R o b e r t  B ellin i, p re s id e n t of V a rs i­
ty  P lu m b in g , H e a tin g  a n d  A ir C ond i­
tion ing  In F lu sh in g , s a id  h o m eo w n ­
e r s  w ho u s e  a n y  o rg a n ic  fuel to  h e a t 
th e ir  ho u se  — Includ ing  w ood, oil, g a s  
a n d  coa l — sh o u ld  m a k e  s u re  th a t  th e  
p ro d u c ts  of c o m b u s tio n  a r e  being  
p ro p e r ly  v e n te d  to  th o  e x te r io r .

"A ll It ta k e s  Is fo r a  b ird  o r  a  s q u i r ­
r e l  to  build  a  n e s t In y o u r  ch im n ey , 
a n d  you  c a n  e n d  u p  w ith  d a n g e ro u s  
g a s e s  b ac k in g  u p  In to  y o u r  h o m e ,"  
M r. B ellini s a id . H e s a id  th a t  e v e n  If 
a  c h im n ey  Is o n ly  p a r t ia l ly  o b s tru c t­
e d  b y  a n  a b a n d o n e d  n e s t,  th e  ob ­
s tru c t io n  cou ld  re d u c e  th e  ab ility  o f 
th e  c h im n e y  to  v e n t g a s e s  fro m  th e  
house . A nd on w indy  d a y s , M r. B e lli­
n i aa ld , th© w in d  m a y  c r e a te  a  b a c k  
d r a f t  In th e  c h im n e y  th a t  p u sh es  
c o m b u stio n  g a s e s  b a c k  In to  the  
house .

" T h e  m o s t co m m o n  c a u s e  ol' c a r ­
b on  m on o x id e  In a  h o u se  Is fau lty  
h e a tin g  e q u ip m e n t ,"  M r. B ellin i s a id , 
p o in tin g  ou t th a t  c ra c k e d  o r  Im p ro p ­
e r ly  se a le d  v e n t p ip es  f ro m  th e  fu r ­
n a c e  o r  bo ile r  cou ld  allo w  ca rb o n  
m on o x id e  to e s c a p e  In to  liv in g  a re a s .

A nd  w a rm  a i r  fu rn a c e s  — w hich  
u s e  w h a t is kn o w n  os a h e a t  e x c h a n g ­
e r  to  h e a t id r  th n t  Is th e n  c ir c u la te d  
th ro u g h o u t th e  h o u se  — o cc a s io n a lly  
d ev e lo p  c ra c k s  th n t  r e s u l t  ln  c a rb o n  
m onoxide  b e in g  d is tr ib u te d  by  the  
h e a tin g  s y s te m  Itself.

A cco rd in g ly , M r. B ellin i so ld , 
h o m e o w n e rs  sh o u ld  c o n s id e r  h ir in g

a  p ro fe s s io n a l  to  In s p e c t th e i r  h e a t ­
ing  s y s te m  — u s in g  d e v ic e s  th n t  c o n  
d e le c t  e v e n  s m a l l  a m o u n ts  o f c a rb o n  
m o n o x id e  — a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f e a c h  
h e a t in g  se a s o n .

O th e r  p o te n t ia l  s o u r c e s  o f c a rb o n  
m o n o x id e  ln  th a  h o m e  a r e  I m p ro p e r ­
ly  v e n te d  g a s - fu e le d  w a te r  h e a t e r s  
a n d  c lo th e s  d r y  e rs , g a s -  o r  w ood- 
fu e le d  f i r e p la c e s  a n d  s to v e s ,  k e r o ­
s e n e  h e a te r s  a n d  e v e n  g a s - fu e le d  
co o k in g  s to v e s  an d  o v en s .

In  f a c t ,  th e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  p o te n ­
t i a l  s o u rc e s  of c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  In 
m a n y  h o m e s , th e  o n ly  w a y  to  b e  s u r e  
th a t  d a n g e ro u s  le v e ls  o f  th e  g a s  a r e  
n o t b u ild in g  u p  Is to  In s ta l l  a  c a rb o n  
m o n o x id e  d e te c to r  a n d  a l a r m .

E d  L e B la n c , p r e s id e n t  o f th e  r e s i ­
d e n t ia l  a n d  c o m m e r c ia l  d iv is io n s  of 
K Jdde, a  M e b a n e , N.C., m a n u f a c tu r e r  
o f h o m e  s a f e ty  p ro d u c ts , s a id  th e r e  
a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f d i f f e re n t  c a rb o n  
m o n o x id e  d e te c to r s  a n d  a l a r m s  on  
th e  m a rk e t ,  c o s tin g  a b o u t  *18 togSO.

D e te c to r s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  a p p ro v e d  
b y  U n d e rw r i te r s  L a b o ra to r ie s ,  M r. 
L e B la n c  s a id , so u n d  o n  a l a r m  w h e n  
s p e c if ic  le v e ls  o f c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
a r e  p r e s e n t  fo r  c e r ta in  a m o u n ts  o f 
t im e . F o r  e x a m p le , I.a s o ld , w h e n  le v ­
e ls  r e a c h  70 p a r t s  p e r  m illio n , th e  
a l a r m  m u s t  s o u n d  b e tw e e n  60 a n d  
240 m in u te s  a f t e r  th e  c a rb o n  m o n o x ­
id e  la  f i r s t  d e te c te d . A t 400 p a r u  p e r  
m illio n , th e  a l a r m  s o u n d s  b e tw e e n  4 
m in u te s  a n d  IS m in u te s . T h e  la g  t im e  
b e fo re  th e  a l a r m  s o u n d s , M r. L e ­
B la n c  so ld . Is to  p r e v e n t  I t f ro m  
s o u n d in g  u n n e c e s s a r i ly  w h e n  r e l a ­
tiv e ly  s m a l l  a m o u n ts  r :  c a r b o n  m o n ­
o x id e  a r e  p r e s s n t  fo r  re l a t i v e ly  s h o r t  
p o r to d s o f  t im e .

" E v e n  low  le v e ls  o f c a r b o n  m o n o x ­
ide  c a n  b e  d a n g e ro u s  o v e r  lo n g  p e r i ­
od s  o f  t im e ,"  h o  so ld . " B u t  w h en  y o u  
r e a c b  400 p a r t s  p a r  m illio n , y o u 'r *
In to  a  v e r y  d a n g e ro u s  s i tu a t io n ."

H e ad d o d  th a t  I l l s  a ls o  p o s s ib le  to  
p u r c h a s e  a  d ig i ta l  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
a l a r m  th a t  p ro v id e s  a  c o n tin u o u s  
r e a d o u t  o f th e  c a rb o n  m o n o x ld o  le v e l 
a n d  s to r e s  In  m e m o ry  th e  " p e a k  le v ­
e l s ”  th a t  w e re  re c o rd e d .

" T h a i  m e a n s  lh a t  If y o u  g o  a w a y  
on v a c a t io n ,  yo u  c a n  c o m e  b a c k  In to  
(he  h o m e  a n d  p u s h  th e  p e a k  le v e l 
b u tto n  an d  It w ill te ll y o u  th e  m a x i ­
m u m  le v e l of c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
y o u 'v e  h a d  s in c e  you  la s t  tu r n e d  th e  
u n it o n ,"  M r. L e B la n c  s a id .  H a  a d d e d  
th a t  s in c e  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  m ix e s  
re a d i ly  w ith  ro o m  a i r  — in s te a d  o f 
r is in g  to  th e  c e ll in g  o r  f a l l in g  th e  
floo r — c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e t e c to r s  
c a n  ze In s ta l le d  o n y w h e re  In th e  
ro o m . In fa c t, M r. L e B la n c  s a id , 
s o m e  m o d e ls  a r e  d e s ig n e d  to  b e  s e t  
on  a  ta b le  o r  b e d  s ta n d .

G e n e ra l ly  s p e a k in g , h e  s o ld , c a r ­
bon m o n o x ld o  d e te c to r s  s h o u ld  b e  In­
s ta l le d  a n y w h e re  th e r e  Is a  s o u r c e  of 
co m b u stio n . " T h e  c lo s e r  y o u  h a v e  
th e m  to  th e  s o u rc e ,  th e  b e t t e r  o ff  y ou  
a r e ,"  ho  so ld .

M r. L e B la n c  s o ld  s o m e  m a n u f a c ­
tu r e r s  — In c lu d in g  K ld d e  — m a k e  a 
c o m b in a tio n  s m o k e  a n d  c a r b o n  m o n ­
ox ide  a l a r m  th a t  p ro v id e s  n  v o ic e  
w s rn ln g  w h en  u n a c c e p ta b le  le v e ls  o f 
e i th e r  s u b s ta n c e  e r a  d e te c te d .
K ld d e 's  m o d e l, c a lle d  th e  N lg h tb a w k . 
p r ic e d  a l  J34, e m its  a  p ie r c in g  85- 
d ec lb e l a l a r m  w hen  a c t iv a t e d  a n d  
a lso  a l e r t s  h o m e o w n e rs  to  Uie s o u rc e  
of th e  p r o b le m  b y  a n n o u n c in g  e i th e r  
" F l r e " o r " W a r n l n g l  C a rb o n  M o nox­
ld o .'’

D r. K re n z e lo k  o f C h i ld r e n 's  H o sp i­
ta l  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  s a id  h e  c o n s id e r s  
c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e t e c to r s  s o  Im p o r ­
ta n t  t h a t  h e  g iv e s  th e m  to  f r i e n d s  a s  
p r e s e n t s .  " T h e y  m a k e  g r e a t  h o u s e ­
w a rm in g  g i f t s ,"  h e  s a id . ■
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Sources o f a Lethal Gas
Marry common household appliances emit carbon 

monoxide, the colorless, ordorless gas that kills about 
2 ,000 people each year and sickens thousands more.

More States Force Homeowners to Install Devices 
That Monitor Deadly Carbon Monoxide N ew  L a w s R equire H om e C arbon -M on oxide  D etectors

By Ahdxu Pm uw

A  GROWING NUMBER Ol stiles inddb Its ire requiring home* to InitiB i  dartre ttxA detocii the presence ol or- bon monoxide, e dinproue i d  the! tllli 1000 people t  yeir end Adrea miny dmei thA number,Surprising to moet homeowner), carbon monox­ide le the leading asm  ol eecVlen til pcbonlnj In the U.S .'Detectorx hm been enJlible lor elmoet i decide, to ilert people to the gisei-odoriesj md coiortaa-spewed cut by fealty lUmicei,

stores md even bubeeue plUi. Howrrr, lew thin ooe-Uilrd ol American hotnea hire Owe loex* penilre devices, according to tndutry lurreyi.Just u  lewi requiring' mote ilerrrn ijwrmd ueirtY every household to Install them dutnglhe 
put » yeen or », leglAetcn md doeton ire hopeful thit the sow cutxn-mpnmdde detector requirejwnts win here the seme eded.Stirtihg next month, moit hocm mid lo New Yet stole-new or reeek-murt hire i cirtoo- monoxide moottor. Startler liwi hm itrenb pined in Rhode blind, New Jersey ind Wert Virginia A number of other ititee ire coutomplA- toy letUlidoa. Adlon Ii being titen it the loal lent too: Ottu nxh u  Cblctgo md St Lada hire ordlhincM requiring dc lectors.

*A detector cui me tamlhee Horn something, 
they an nof control,' says Stephen Gliditone, rice pmldent ol the American Sodety oI  Boat 

' [nipectars. TT lonsebody doesn’t bin i  artoo- 
moanlda alarm md their bdHof system mil-, ftmcrions, tha might Jo* w* wake *>.'Hearty a decode t(o, tennli Air 71 lei GerulAtli died ct MrtoiHTWooxJde potoonlnj troui i  fmlty heeler.LegUUtkm none to biro Hfe-iorlng eflecti: 
Cities with orilnmeei the! require cirtan-rown- tde detoeton here much low  deAh ntee tnxn 
expoeure to the (u  thin thoie thil dooX iccord- ln| to l  itody pobllihed lut yeir In Uie American JoumA of. Srocrpncy Medldoe. In Chicago, tor eximple, wtdcb doee require cerboo-monoxlde de- extort, «.<* ot thoee expoeed to the cuhAuu diubtr the dnie of the Andy died, hi Lot Anrlee, 15% cf (hots txpottd dlodL

While llrte end wtonvohflei ire the top pnxtoo- en ofurboa monoxide, t typical totally home bu myrlid pool Me culpriU. Purnica, Idtchea stores, water buttn. Bnptoas, geoenton, camping Aoree end cbereal bart'coes-iny- thlnr thil burn bull luehsutau ruottoe, die- salftiel, wood and kerosene—cin produce dxngw- 
oue lenle of the gu.One June i f f  three yean ego, Thad Dobra turned oo tha eh eoodttiooer In hti ihree-bedroom house to Amee, Iowa, for the ftrA ttme thltran- men The nexl moraltf hh w1/a Stephenle, cco> 
ptelned of e beidiche. Ae he wilkid to the beta- room to cbedt on her, he pueed out He a  me to, but tha Stephanie pueed out 'She esme to end

Conltmtd From Pogt Dl 
we walled outitde. I wu crying on the ■phone lo our nelghbon md wu ill con- treed.* uyj Mr. Dcfim. now in mod- ele athletic director A Columbli Unlrer- Aly In New YorfcMr. md Mri. Dohrn were token to the hospital end dlegnoetd with carton monoxlde poliohlng. The cute: A me- chmlcel meirunctioD ceuied- the Ar conditioner end the heM to be on slrmd- iMeowly. The rytletn didn’t here proper venUIAJon either. And the Dob mi didn't here e carbon-monoxide 
monitor.Catbon monoxide U produced wtia 
these locAl tucts don't bum completely, 
Ineompkle ot 'flrty" burning con occur II not or grime ftlli Into e furuece burner, U equipment ere da or ruris, II gu preuure Is out ol edJuAment or 11 
there la't proper renilliUoo lor thew •dericcs. HeiKh offldrt han seen car- boo monoxide pctooolng occur tiler peo- pto worm up their can In their garegea, yra (or » lew mlnutea.Tt an be produced a  cully ind II an ipIP Into e home to eeAly,* nyi Tbm 
Greiner, en Iowa humm-bouftng en|1-i neer wbo Ii prealng (or e lew In hli itiie 
to require detectors., Today's cirbonmonoxlde detoeton • don't to oil inytlme they lense the gu. 
Bertler renloni d  the derlu (thoee tnede before IMS) dW thA end were tripped oil to easlly-s o r  pulling Into the gtrage could auie II to go oil—that many consumers sew them u  en annoy- gnce and were Inclined to Ignore them.
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New models go oil when they sense i certain lerel cl gu orer a period ol lime. The delectors meuure how many moleculee ol cotton monoxide ere present In one million molecules nl Ar (pens per million). Government regula­tions stAe lhat SO parts per million Is (he maximum concentration o healthy 
idult ibould lustoln over m eight-hour period. (A concentration ol 100 peril per million cu be IKe-lhrealening within three hours.)Consumer! an chooie Iran Inexpen­sive no-mm monitors thA Amply beep ind coet around 05 to lander 150 derica thA bare dlgttA displays end Daih the concentralton detected. There are oho combination unoka end cirtoo monoxide Airms. SAety experts recommend thA

in Aarm bo pltczd outside btdroomi md on each Door of the house. Some A«o suggaA putting e detector near artoe- mcooxid^wdodnf devtee euch u  to- nacae. Minutectmws tt(geA IhA peopfe reptia their liana every sera yara Ana tenscri an degrade end electron­ics an (AL Companies IhA sel) delectors Include DX-besed XMde PLC (www. Ad­das Aely.com) end BRX Electronics' First Alert (www.Drxtilert.tDm).Symptomi ol orton-tnonoxlde poi­soning vary depending oa the eonan- tretiOD ol gu U the air. Mild arboo- monoxlde expoeurt often mlmla (he Du or food'polioulng-wllh beaduhet,
. nausea, vomlUof end laUgtM-ud le 

thus commonly mlsdlipvoeed. Higher 
conaatnUoa ol arton monoxide can a  use Arnett ImmedUli dlrAnesi and nausea and can lead to convulsions, corns and death within a I n  hours, or erw minutes A extra*eiy high concen­
trations. Small children end those with heart ind respiratory exmdltkmi ire moet A risk. And some pellents tom- pi An ol neureloglal symptoms moolhi md even yesra slier exposure.Cirtoo monoxide suJloatee the 
cells oI the body: It enlen the blood- Aream end prevents the release ol oxy­
gen to the (Issue. The only trataenl lor etrbon-monoAde poisoning il to In- medJAAy leave the soute of the gu end to idpniAlter oxygen. Some pi- Uenti with severe exposure tn  pllttd 
In hyperbaric oxygon chambers (the same treiiment (or scuba divers will the 'bends"),

http://www.Drxtilert.tDm
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T o  p r in t : S e le c t  F i le  a n d  th en  P r in t  f r o m  y o u r  b row se r 's  m en u
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D o c to r 's  G u id e  
O c to b e r  1 4 , 1 9 9 6

CHICAGO, Oct. 14 ,1 996  — Children, infants and unborn babies are more vulnerable to carbon 
monoxide (CO) poisoning than healthy adults, according to toxicologists and medical 
professionals. Younger family members are particularly susceptible due to their higher 
metabolic rates -  meaning they require more oxygen and use it faster than adults. Carbon 
monoxide even in small amounts works to restrict oxygen in the bloodstream, thus starving a 
child's tissues and organs of what is needed to function and develop properly.
"Carbon monoxide poisoning can cause neurological problems, learning disabilities, memory 
loss and personality changes in children and can lead to miscarriage or stillbirth for women 
exposed during pregnancy," said Dr. Marc Bayer, medical director, Connecticut Poison Control 
Center. "Because of the higher oxygen reciu:.rements of smaller bodies, carbon monoxide's 
interference with oxygen delivery can lead to permanent damage to a child's developing 
nervous system," he said.
Young children are also vulnerable to misdiagnosis because they cannot fully explain the 
onset, progression and severity of their symptoms. Additionally, because children spend most 
of their time in the home, they are more likely to be exposed to carbon monoxide produced by 
gas, oil, wood or propane burning appliances and heating systems.
"Because this toxin is invisible to human senses and the early poisoning symptoms look like 
other common problems such as the flu, the best way to know if a leak is present is to equip 
the home with carbon monoxide detectors that have an audible alarm," said Bayer.
To provide an early warning of carbon monoxide dangers, First Alert(R), the nation's leading 
brand o f carbon monoxide detectors, has developed a UL listed, extra-sensitive battery- 
powered detector that will sense carbon monoxide at lower concentrations than plug-in models 
are designed to detect. The detector will continue to operate in the event of a power outage, a 
time when alternative heat sources are commonly used and can be mounted out o f reach of 
little fingers -- important to children with families.
Families with children, pregnant women, elderly people or anyone with heart or lung disorders 
may want the added protection of the First Alert bio-sensor technology. The elderly and people 
with heart and lung disorders are at greater risk of injury or death from carbon monoxide 
because CO can aggravate a pre-existing condition of restricted oxygen flow in the
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bloodstream. 
The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC ) recommends that every home in America 
install at least one carbon monoxide detector with an audible alarm, located near the sleeping 
area. Additional detectors on every level provide an extra measure of safety.

C o p y r ig h t  ©  1 9 9 9  P \ S \ L  C o n s u lt in g  G ro u p  In c . A l l  r ig h ts  re s e rv e d . R e p u b lic a t io n  o r  re d is t r ib u t io n  o f  
P \S \L  c o n te n t is  e x p re s s ly  p ro h ib ite d  w ith o u t the  p r i o r  w r it te n  c o n s e n t o f  P \S \L . P \ S \ L  s h a l l n o t  b e  l ia b le  
f o r  a n y  e r ro r s , o m is s io n s  o r  d e la y s  in  th is  c o n te n t o r  a n y  o th e r  c o n te n t o n  its  s ite s , n e w s le t te rs  o r  o th e r  
p u b lic a t io n s , n o r  f o r  a n y  d e c is io n s  o r  a c t io n s  ta k en  in  re lia n c e  o n  su ch  c o n te n t .
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P le a s e  c o n ta c t u s  w ith  a n y  c o m m en ts , p ro b le m s  o r  bugs .
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CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS REQUIRED AS OF JANUARY 1, 2002

In 2001, the Rhode Island General Assembly enacted a new law, which will require most new and 
existing single family homes and other residential properties to be equipped with both a working smoke 
detector and carbon monoxide detector prior to transfer of the property or issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy as of January 1, 2002.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

When will the new carbon monoxide detector law go into effect? January 1, 2002.

What properties are covered? The law will apply to existing, occupied single-family homes and other 
residential buildings which are transferred on or after January 1, 2002. The law will also apply to new 
single-family homes and other residential buildings with gas utilities which are constructed or converted 
for residential occupancy on or after January 1, 2002. Residential buildings which are required to have a 
fire alarm system are exempt.
What kind of carbon monoxide detectors must be installed? Carbon monoxide detector emit an 
audible signal with a minimum rating of eighty-five decibels at a distance of ten feet and have a "power 
on" indicator. The detectors must be listed and/or approved by Underwriters Laboratories Inc., Factory 
Mutual, or some other nationally recognized testing laboratory approved by the state fire marshal and 
installed according to the manufacturer's specifications.
How expensive are carbon monoxide detectors? Prices typically range from $25 - $70 per detector.

Where must the carbon monoxide detectors be placed? An approved smoke and approved carbon 
monoxide detector must be installed in the access space immediately adjacent to bedrooms or sleeping 
rooms, and in bedrooms, or sleeping rooms, which are separated by other use areas, such as kitchens 
or living rooms, but not bathrooms. If a bedroom opens directly into the kitchen, a smoke detector must 
be installed in the bedroom, and a carbon monoxide detector must be installed in the kitchen, located in 
accordance with manufacturer's specifications in relation to fuel burning appliances. All carbon 
monoxide detectors must be mounted in accordance with manufacturer's specifications.

Who will Inspect the carbon monoxide detector? Inspections will be performed by the same 
department in each town or city which performs smoke detector inspections. Typically, this will be the 
fire department.

How much will a carbon monoxide detector inspection cost? The cost of a carbon monoxide 
detector inspection will be $30, which will be the same price as a smoke detector inspection beginning on 
January 1, 2002. However, a town or city may charge an additional fee of $30 if the detectors must be 
reinspected due to improper installation, wrong location, improper wiring, or the owner’s failure to keep 
his inspection appointment.

Must a carbon monoxide certificate be recorded? Yes, a carbon monoxide detector certificate must 
be recorded with the town or city clerk’s office in the same way that a smoke detector certificate is 
recorded.

When must the inspection be completed? The inspection must be completed within sixty days prior to
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closing, or, in the case of new construction or conversion to residential occupancy, prior to the issuance 
of a certificate of occupancy, and the seller must provide the buyer with smoke detector and carbon 
monoxide detector certificates at the time of the transfer of title.

What happens if inspection does not occur before closing? If the carbon monoxide detector is not 
inspected prior to closing, the seller may complete an affidavit stating that the real property being 
conveyed by this instrument had working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors within fourteen days of 
the date of this instrument, and that an inspection has been requested.

Must the carbon monoxide certificate be recorded? Yes, a carbon monoxide detector certificate 
must be recorded with the town or city clerk’s office in the same way that a smoke detector certificate is 
recorded.

What responsibility does a real estate broker or salesperson have? The new law requires only the 
property owner to assume legal responsibility for installing the carbon monoxide detectors and ensuring 
that they are working.

Where can I get a copy of this law? Members of the Rhode Island Association of REALTORS can 
obtain a copy of the law from http://www.statewidemls.com.

Posted: 10/5A)1
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Contact: T he re sa  S m o le n  
A ss is tan t S ec re ta ry  o f  S ta te  
f o r  P u b lic  A ffa i r s  
( 5 1 8 ) 4 7 4 - 4 7 5 2

New Y o rk  State W ill Enter 2003 W ith New Fire Prevention, Building Codes in Effect
A L B A N Y  -  (D e c e m b e r  3 0 , 2 0 0 2 )  -  T ra n s it io n  P e r io d  E nd s  In  D e c em b e r , C odes o f  N ew  Y o r k  S ta te  

Supercede C u rren t P ro v is io n s

A s N e w  Y o rk e rs  r in g  in  the  N e w  Y e a r , n ew  f i r e  p re v en tio n  and  b u i ld in g  codes w i l l take e ffe c t  lh a t 
supercede the  ex is ting  codes and  b r in g  upda ted  te ch n o log y , p rod u c ts , s a fe ty  s tandard s and f le x ib i l i t y  that 
w i l l  p ro v id e  a  m a jo r  in cen tiv e  f o r  n ew  in ves tm en t, con s tru c tion  and  e c o n om ic  d eve lopm en t ac ro ss  d ie  
^tatc, G o v e rn o r  G eo rg e  E . P a ta k i to d a y  announced .

"N ew  Y o r k  State w i l l n o w  h a v e  a  se t o f  requ irem en ts  that a re  con s is ten t w ith  the res t o f  th e  c o u n try ,"  
sa id  G o v e rn o r  Pa tak i. "T h e  n ew  cod e s  w i l l  ensu re  that o u r  h om es  and w o rk p la c e s  a re  sa fe  and  e n e rg y  
e ffic ie n t , w h ile  spu rrin g  d e v e lo p m en t and  c rea ting  jo b  op p o rtu n itie s  ac ro ss  th e  S tate ."

T h e  n ew  m ode l codes  w e re  a d op ted  b y  a un an im ou s  v o te  o f  the S ta te  F ire  P re ven tion  and B u i ld in g  
C o d e  C ou n c il in  M a rch , cu lm in a tin g  a fo u r -y e a r  p ro c e ss  o f  re v iew in g  the In te rn a tio n a l C od es  and  m a k in g  
m od ific a t io n s  fo r  N ew  Y o r k  S ta te  in  an  e f fo r t  to  re p la c e  the cu rren t ou td a ted  code . A  180  d ay  tra n s it io n  
p e riod  has been  in e ffe c t s in ce  J u ly , d u rin g  w h ich  tim e  the cu rren t code  o r  the  new  code c o u ld  be  used ,

"M an y  bu ild ing  p e rm its  subm itted  d u rin g  the  tra n s it io n  p e rio d  u t i liz e d  the n ew  code o v e r  th e  o ld  one . 
T h e  feedback has been p o s it iv e  a n d  re f le c ts  o u r  b e l ie f  th a t new  code s  w i l l  n o t o n ly  be eas ie r to  c o m p ly  
w ith  and en fo rc e , bu t w i l l  p ro v id e  an in cen tiv e  f o r  n ew  in ves tm en t and  e c on om ic  d eve lopm en t as w e l l ,"  
sa id  S ec re ta ry  o f  S ta te  R a n d y  A . D a n ie ls , w hose  D ep a rtm en t o ve rse es  C od e s  E n fo rcem en t and 
A dm in is tra tion .

The G o v e rn o r d irec ted  the  D ep a rtm en t o f  S ta te  to  unde rtake  the code re v iew  process in 1 9 9 8 . S in c e  
that tim e, the C ode  C ou n c il e s ta b lish ed  techn ica l subcom m ittees  to  re v iew  th e  In te rn a tiona l F a m i ly  o f  
C od e s , w h ich  in c ludes the b u ild in g , f i r e , re s id en tia l, p lum b in g , m ech an ic a l, fu e l gas, p ro p e rty  m a in tenance  
and ene rg y  conse rva tion  codes .

The adop tion  o f  the In te rn a tio n a l C od e s  a ls o  g iv e s  N ew  Y o r k  S ta te  a v o ic e  in  the code d e v e lo pm en t 
p rocess at the n a tion a l le v e l. N e w  Y o r k  State 's C od e  w i l l  be updated  on  a re g u la r  schedu le  con s is ten t w ith  
the In te rn a tion a l C odes th re e -y e a r c y c le .

Sec re ta ry  D a n ie ls  is C h a ir  o f  the  S ta te  F ire  P re v e n tio n  and B u i ld in g  C o d e  C oun c il. T he  C o d e  C o u n c i l 
is  a 1 7 -m em be r b od y  com p rised  o f  rep resen ta tives  from  se ve ra l d isc ip lin e s , in c lu d ing  a rch itec ts , 
eng ineers , bu ild e rs , trade un ion s , p e o p le  w ith  d isab ilit ie s , f i r e  p re ven tion , lo c a l gove rnm en ts and  sta te  
agencies.

A l l  c on struc tion  in the sta te  is  g o v e rn e d  b y  the U n i fo rm  F ire  P re v en tio n  and B u ild in g  C o d e , w h ic h  
add resses issues such as f ire  p re v en tio n , l i fe  sa fe ty , s tru c tu ra l s ta b ility  and  accom m oda tion  f o r  p e o p le  w ith  
d isab ilit ie s . T h e  c od e  a p p lie s  to  a l l  c om m un itie s  ac ro ss  N e w  Y o r k ,  excep t N e w  Y o r k  C ity  w h ich  h a s  its 
ow n  bu ild in g  code . N Y C  is  c o v e red  by  the  en e rg y  c on se rv a tio n  code , w h ich  to o k  e ffe c t in  J u ly .
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H E W  I 0 R K  S T A T E  A S 8 S U & L Z  
m e m o r a n d u m  i n  s u p p o r t  o r  l e g i s l a t i o n

s u b m itte d  in  a cc o rd a n c e  w ith  A ssem b ly  R ula I I I ,  S e c t io n  1 le)

(x) Memo on o r i g i n a l  d r a f t  o f  b i l l  
() Memo on amended b i l l

a m .  NUMBER: A ssem bly

s p o n so r s :

TITLE o r  BILL:

S onata

M a m b a s  ( a )  o f  A e a o n b l y :  
S e n a t o r  ( a ) :

J o sep h  D. M o r a lle

AN ACT t o  amend th e  e x e c u t iv e  law , in  r e l a t i o n  t o  r e q u ir in g  th a  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
o f  carbon  m onoxide d e t e c t o r s .

g P g g O B K  O R  G E N E R A L  I D E A  O P  B M ;

The p u r p o se  o f  - th ia  b i l l  i s  t o  r e q u ir a  th e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  carbon m onoxide  
d e t e c t o r s  i n  m u lt ip le  d w e l l in g s ,  h o t e l s ,  m o te ls ,  and lo d g in g  h o u se s .

5UMMARV Qg SPECIFIC PROVISIONS:

S e c t io n  on e w ould amend s u b d iv is io n  5 -a  o f  s e c .t io n  378 o f  th e  e x e c u t iv e  law  
b y ad d in g  m u lt ip le  d w e l l in g s  t o  th a  ty p e  o f  d w e l l in g s  t h a t  a re  r e q u ir e d  to  
havo carbon  m onoxide d e t e c t o r s  i n s t a l l e d  i f  th a  d w e ll in g  i «  c o n s tr u c te d  or  
s o l d  a f t e r  t h i s  law  ta k e s  e f f e c t .

S e c t io n  tw o  o f  t h i s  b i l l  amends s u b d iv is io n  8 o f  s e c t i o n  378 o f  th e  
e x e c u t iv e  la w  by ad d in g  carbon  m onoxide d e t e c t o r s  a s  a r e q u ir e d  d o v ie e  t o  bo 
l n e t a l l e d  i n  h o t e l s ,  m o te ls  and lo d g in g  h o u s e s .  C u r r e n t ly  o n ly  smoke 
d e t e c t o r s  a r e  r e q u ir e d .

S e c t io n  t h r e e  would o n ly  r e q u ir e  such- carb on  m onoxide d e t e c t o r s  in  d w e l l in g s  
t h a t  c o n t a in  o r  a r e  s e r v ic e d  by g a s - f u e l e d  o r  o i l - f u e l e d  d e v ic e s ,  a wood 
s t o v e  o r  h a s  an a t ta c h e d  g a r a g e .

S e c t io n  4 s e t s  th e  e f f e c t i v e  d a te ,

j u s t i f i c a t i o n :

As w ith  smoke d e t e c t o r s / f i r e  a larm s many y e a r s  ago , ca rb o n  m onoxide  
d e t e c t o r s  h a v e  earned  th e  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  f i r e  s e r v ic e  a s  a v a lu a b le  t o o l ' i n  
th e  s a v in g  o f  l i v e s .

E veryone r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  carbon m onoxide U k i l l s  i f  n o t  resp on d ed  t o  
im m e d ia te ly . The m ost s e r io u s  q u a l i t y  o f  .C02 i s  t h a t ,  u n l ik e  sm oke, i t  i s  
v i r t u a l l y  u n d e t e c ta b le ,  even  when som eone is"  awake and a l e r t .  C hap ter 257  
o f  th e  la w s o f  2002 r e q u ir e d  carbon m onoxide d e t e c t o r s  be i n s t a l l e d  i n  on e  
and two f a m ily  d w e ll in g s  and in  condom inium s and c o o p a r e t iv e s  t h a t  a r t  
c o n s tr u c te d  o r  s o ld  in  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  th e  l o s s  o f  l i f e .

T h is  b i l l  r e q u ir e s  m u lt ip le  d w e llin g  u n i t s  and h o t e l s ,  m o te ls  and lo d g in g  
h o u se s  t o  I n s t a l l  carbon  m onoxide d e t e c t o r s  cm

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY;

New l e g i s l a t i o n .

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

U nd eterm ined .

E m c r r v x  Oa t s  i
T h is  a c t  s h a l l  ta k e  e f f e c t  on th e  one hundred t w e n t ie th  d ay  a f t e r  i t  s h a l l  
h ave b eco m e. law , p r o v id e d , how ever, t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  im m e d ia te ly , th e  
.a d d it io n , amendment a n d /o r  r e p e a l o f  any r u le s  or r e g u l a t i o n s  b y  th e  
s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  t h e  f o r e g o in g  
s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  a c t  on i t s  e f f e c t i v e  d a c e - i s  a u th o r iz e d  and d ir e c t e d  t o  be  
made and co m p leted  on or b e fo r e  su ch  a f f e c t i v e  d a te .



CA RBO N  M O N O X ID E  (C O ): TH E  S ILE N T  K IL L E R
H IS T O R Y  O F  C O  L E G IS L A T IO N

1 9 9 2 : T h e  f i r s t  U .S .  c ity  to  adop t a law  req u irin g  C O  a la rm s was K in g s to n , N ew  Y o rk . T h e  law  was 
adop ted  N o v em b e r 10 , 1 9 9 2 .

1 9 9 4 : In  M a rc h  o f  1 9 9 4 , the C ity  o f  C h ic ag o  becam e the second  and la rgest U .S . m u n ic ip a lity  to  enact a 
C O  a la rm  law .

199 8 : In  1 9 9 8 , W e s t V irg in ia  becam e the firs t  state to adop t a sta tew ide C O  a la rm  law .

2 0 0 2 : R h o d e  Is la n d  enacted  a  statew ide C O  law  in  the y e a r 2 0 0 2 .

2 0 0 3 : N ew  Y o r k  and N ew  Je rsey  enacted  s ta tew ide ca rb on  m on o x id e  law s  in the sp ring  o f  2 0 0 3 .

P resen t: C u rren t states w o rk in g  to pass s ta tew ide C O  le g is la tio n  in c lu de  M assachusetts and Penn sy lv an ia .

C O  F A C T S

•  C a rb o n  m on o x id e  is the lead ing  cause  o f  acc iden ta l p o iso n in g  deaths in A m e ric a , c la im in g  m o re  
than 2 ,1 0 0  liv e s  p e r y e a r , a c co rd in g  to  a  study pub lish ed  in  the Jou rn a l o f  the A m e ric an  M ed ic a l 
A s so c ia t io n .

•  C O  accoun ts f o r  4 0 ,0 0 0  em erg ency  ro om  v is its  and  2 0 ,0 0 0  h ea lth -re la ted  in ju r ie s  ann ua lly , 
a cco rd in g  to  the A m e ric an  A sso c ia t io n  o f  P o ison  C o n tro l C en te rs . Y e t  a c c o rd in g  to  s a fe ty  
in d u s t r y  e s t im a te s . 8 8  p e rc e n t o f  h om e s  re m a in  u n p ro te c te d  b ecau se  th e y  d o  n o t h a v e  a t le a s t 
o n e  C O  a la rm .

•  C O  is k n ow n  as the “ S i le n t K i l le r ”  s in ce  it is in v is ib le  to  the hum an senses. I t  is  o d o r le s s , taste less, 
c o lo r le s s  and  non -irr ita tin g , so  w ith ou t a C O  a la rm ’ s w a rn ing  there is n o  w ay  to  kn ow  that y o u  are 
being po isoned . C O  m im ics  the f lu  o r  fo o d  p o ison in g  and sym p tom s in c lu d e  headache, nausea , 
fa tigue  and  d izz in ess .

•  In  fac t, stud ies p e r fo rm ed  at the U n iv e rs ity  o f  D lin o is  H osp ita l at C h ic ag o  fo u n d  that f iv e  to  ten 
pe rcen t o f  patien ts p resen ted  to  the em erg ency  ro om  w ith f lu - lik e  sym p tom s a c tu a lly  had  C O  
p o ison in g .

•  C O  is a b y -p rod u c t o f  c om bustion  p roduced  by com m on  hou seh o ld  app lian ces such  as gas o r  o i l 
fu rn aces , w ate r heaters , space heaters and c lo thes d rye rs . O th e r p o ten tia l sou rces  in c lu de  barbecue 
g r i l ls , f irep la ce s , w ood -b um in g  s toves , gas ovens and fum es en te ring  a h om e  fro m  an attached 
garage .

•  O nce  in  the b lo od s tre am , C O  su ffo c a te s  the body from  the in s ide  ou t, p reven tin g  life -su sta in in g  
o x yg en  f ro m  reach ing  v ita l o rg an s in the b od y  such as the b ra in  and heart.

•  T h e  le v e l o f  e xp osu re  to  ca rbon  m on ox id e  and the am oun t o f  dam age done  is g rea te r in  ch ild ren  
than adu lts . F o r  e x am p le  an adu lt b reathes 12  tim es w ith in a m inu te , w h ile  a c h ild  w ill take 2 0 -3 0  
breaths du ring  that sam e tim e. I f  c a rb on  m on ox id e  is present, the c h ild  is m e ta b o liz in g  m o re  o f  the 
d e ad ly  gas at a fa s te r pace , re su lt in g  in a m o re  severe  p o ison ing .



•  C h ild re n , in fan ts  and  the unbo rn  cannot a rticu la te  p a in  o r  o th e r sym p tom s assoc ia ted  w ith  ca rbon  
m on o x id e  p o is o n in g , w h ich  o fte n  p ro lo n g s  the ir exposu re  and  inc reases th e ir r is k  fo r  se riou s  
in ju rie s  and death . E ffe c ts  o f  e xp o su re  can in c lu d e  b ra in  d am age , hea rt de fec ts , ce reb ra l p a ls y  and 
death .

E X P E R T  T E S T IM O N IA L S  

B i l l  W e b b
E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r ,  C o n g re s s io n a l F i r e  S e rv ic e s  In s t i tu te
" There's a mantra in the fire service that saving lives starts with prevention. We have seen that with smoke 
detectors. By installing smoke detectors we have saved thousands of lives. We can do the same if we install 
carbon monoxide detectors."

A s sem b lym a n  J o s e p h  M o r e l le  (D )
I r o n d e q u o i t ,  N ew  Y o r k  -  S p o n s o re d  a  s ta tew id e  C O  la w  th a t  w e n t in to  e ffe c t in  M a rc h  o f  2 0 0 3 .
"We have evidence from other places including the cities of Chicago and St. Louis, that CO laws have 
helped reduce fatalities in those communities. We have a great example here, as smoke alarm laws were 
enacted, more of these life safety devices went into homes and death rates from fire have declined. It's time 
now to look at carbon monoxide alarms the same way."

S te v e  G la d s to n e ,
P re s id e n t -e le c t , A m e r ic a n  S o c ie ty  o f  H o m e  In s p e c to rs  (A S H I )
"Ifpeople don't have a carbon monoxide detector in their house, at almost any point in the life of their 
equipment, it can fail and it can become a lethal environment. So if they don’t have a carbon monoxide 
detector, they won't know and they could die in that environment. We’re talking about a small investment, 
and god forbid something terrible happens, you'll never forgive yourself for the rest of your life."

D r .  J e r r o ld  B . L e ik in
D i r e c t o r  o f  M e d ic a l T o x ic o lo g y , E v a n s to n  N o r th w e s te rn  H e a lth c a re -O M E G A
"Carbon monoxide has no odor, and is not irritating at all, and targets the brain for its poisoning 
capabilities, so that you can be overcome by carbon monoxide and not even know it...carbon monoxide 
detectors are just like seat belts and motorcycle helmets in that they save lives. And especially they save 
lives from traumatic accidents that can occur all of a sudden with nobody in the household knowing they've 
been exposed to these deadly gases. "

H a l a n d  K a t h y  K e t o fs k y
C a rb o n  M o n o x id e  S u r v i v o r  F a m i ly ,  N ew  J e rs e y
"I used to feel the same way most people feel about carbon monoxide -  unconcerned. But I have a different 
opinion now. It's clear that the difference between life and death is as simple as having an alarm and not 
having one."

P R E V E N T IO N

The C on sum e r P rod u c t S a fe ty  C om m iss ion  and the In te rn a tiona l A ssoc ia tion  o f  F ire  C h ie fs  recom m end  
eve ry  h om e have at least on e  ca rbon  m on ox id e  a la rm  w ith  an aud ib le  w a rn ing  s igna l in s ta lle d  nea r s leep  
areas.

F o r  m o re  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e , c o n ta c t th e  O u r  C h i ld r e n  a t R is k  T a s k  F o rc e  a t  
1 - 8 7 7 -C O F A C T S .



P .O .  B o x  1 9 6 6 5 0  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 1 9 - 6 6 5 0  
T e l e p h o n e :  ( 9 0 7 )  3 4 3 - 4 4 3 1  
F a x :  ( 9 0 7 )  3 4 3 - 4 4 9 9  
E m a i l : w w w .m u n i .o r g
Mark Begich, Mayor

C o n t a c t :  J u l i e  H a s q u e t  
D e c e m b e r  1 5 , 2 0 0 3  3 4 3 - 7 1 0 3
2 0 0 3 - 4 6

DO NORS FUND  CO  D ETEC TO RS  FO R  A W A REN ESS CAM PA IGN  
$31,000 raised buys carbon monoxide detectors for low income families

M a y o r  M a r k  B e g ic h  a n n ou n c ed  to d a y  tha t th ro u g h  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  s e v e ra l lo c a l c om p a n ie s  
an d  o rg a n iz a t io n s , $ 3 1 , 0 0 0  h as b een  ra is e d  to  p u rc h a se  1 ,1 4 0  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs  
f o r  d is t r ib u t io n  to  lo w  a n d  m o d e ra te  in c om e  fa m i lie s .

T h e  M a y o r ’ s o f f i c e  la u n c h e d  a fu n d ra is in g  e f f o r t  la s t  w e e k  f o l lo w in g  the  d ea th s  o f  an 
A n c h o ra g e  f a m i ly  p o is o n e d  b y  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e . A l l  f i v e  m em b e rs  o f  the  A rts  fa m i ly  
d ie d  a fte r  th e  a c c id e n ta l p o is o n in g  in  th e ir  h o m e  o n  D e c . 6 .

“ A s  w e g r ie v e  the  d e a th s  o f  the  A rts  f a m i ly ,  w c  h a v e  re a c h ed  o u t to  th e  c o m m u n ity  and  
th ey  a re  re s p o n d in g ,”  s a id  M a y o r  B e g ic h . “ W h i le  th is  C O  d e te c to r  g iv e a w a y  c a n n o t ta ke  
aw a y  o u r  p a in , w e  c an  ra is e  aw a ren e ss  ab ou t th is  d e a d ly  gas an d  h ow  w e  can  p re v e n t 
fu tu re  t ra g e d ie s .”

T h e  c o m p a n ie s  a n d  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w h o  h a v e  g iv e n  f in a n c ia l d o n a t io n s  to  the aw a re n e s s  
c am p a ig n  in c lu d e  A lls t a te , B P  E x p lo r a t ; /n, C o n o c o P h i l l ip s ,  E n s ta r , T o te , H o r i z o n  L in e s , 
the A n c h o ra g e  H o m e b u i ld e r s  A s s o c ia t io n , the A n c h o ra g e  P o l ic e  D e p a r tm e n t  E m p lo y e e s  
A s s o c ia t io n , a n d  the  In te rn a t io n a l A s s o c ia t io n  o f  F i r e  F ig h te rs , L o c a l 1 2 6 4 .

T h e  e f f o r t  has a ls o  b een  g re a t ly  su p p o r te d  b y  the  A m e r ic a n  R e d  C ro s s  o f  A la s k a , H o m e  
D e p o t , w h ic h  h as  o f f e r e d  th e  d e te c to rs  at c o s t , and  F e d e ra l E x p re s s , w h ic h  is p ic k in g  up 
the  c o s t  o f  f ly in g  th e  la rg e  o rd e r  o f  C O  d e te c to rs  to  A n c h o ra g e  f r o m  F re s n o , C a li f o r n ia .

A c c o rd in g  to  the  J o u rn a l o f  the  A m e r ic a n  M e d ic a l A s s o c ia t io n , c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
p o is o n in g  c la im s  th e  l iv e s  o f  1 ,5 0 0  to  2 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  e v e ry  y e a r . I t  is 
the le a d in g  c a u s e  o f  a c c id e n ta l p o is o n in g  d ea th s  in  A m e r ic a , a n d  h o s p ita liz e s  a n o th e r 
1 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  a n n u a lly .

H a v in g  a  w o rk in g  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to r o n  e v e r y  le v e l o f  a  h om e  and  in s le e p in g  
a reas  is  c o n s id e re d  a  k e y  p a rt o f  p re v e n t in g  a c c id e n ta l p o is o n in g s .

M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  

A n c h o r a g e

F O R  I M M E D IA T E  R E L E A S E

http://www.muni.org


C O  D e te c to rs  
P a g e  2  o f  2

T h e  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs  p u rc h a se d  th ro u g h  the  fu n d ra is in g  e f f o r t  w i l l  be a v a i la b le  
to  fa m i lie s  w h o  n e e d  th em  th ro u g h  th e  G IF T  p ro g ra m  in  A n c h o ra g e  th is  w e e k . S p o n s o re d  
b y  C a th o lic  S o c ia l S e rv ic e s , L u th e ra n  S o c ia l S e rv ic e s , T h e  S a lv a t io n  A rm y  an d  the 
U n ite d  W a y  o f  A n c h o ra g e , G I F T  is  a  c o m m u n ity  o u tre a c h  e v e n t th a t p ro v id e s  h o lid a y  
g i f t  a n d  f o o d  a s s is ta n c e  t o  th o u sa n d s  o f  lo w  to  m o d e ra te  in c o m e  fa m i lie s .

T h e  d is t r ib u t io n  ru n s  D e c e m b e r  1 7 - 1 9  in  the  A C S  G a ra g e  at 6 5 0  T e le p h o n e  A v e . T h e  
d e te c to rs  w i l l  b e  a v a i la b le  u n t i l th e  s u p p ly  ru n s  o u t . T h e  R e d  C ro s s  o f f i c e  a t 2 3 5  E  8 th 
A v e n u e  w i l l  h a v e  a  s m a ll s u p p ly  as w e l l .

T h e  sh ip m en t o f  1 ,1 4 0  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs  f r o m  a K id d e  d is t r ib u to r  in  F re s n o  is 
e x p e c te d  to  a r r iv e  in  A n c h o ra g e , v ia  F e d e ra l E x p re s s , o n  T u e s d a y .

“ I  am  o v e rw h e lm e d  b y  the  g e n e ro u s  s p ir it  o f  o u r  lo c a l c o m p a n ie s  and  o rg a n iz a t io n s ,”  
s a id  M a y o r  B e g ic h . “ I  w o u ld  a ls o  l i k e  to  th a n k  o u r  c i ty  f i r e f ig h te r s , p o lic e  o f f ic e r s  and  
o th e r  e m e rg e n c y  p e rs o n n e l w h o  h ad  to  re s p o n d  to  th is  te r r ib le  t ra g e d y .”

In  a  se p a ra te  p ro g ra m , th e  M u n ic ip a li t y ’ s D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lth  an d  H u m a n  S e rv ic e s  
W e a th e r iz a t io n  P ro g ra m  p ro v id e s  C O  d e te c to rs  to  lo w  in c o m e  fa m i lie s  e a ch  y e a r .
P r io r i t y  is  g iv e n  to  e ld e r ly , the  d is a b le d , a n d  fa m i lie s  w ith  c h i ld re n  u n d e r the age  o f  s ix  
y e a rs . T h e  p ro g ra m  is  a v a i la b le  to  b o th  h om e o w n e rs  an d  re n te rs , a n d  q u a li f y in g  re q u ire s  
m e e t in g  in c o m e  e l ig ib i l i t y  g u id e lin e s  an d  th e  h om e  m u s t be  in sp e c te d .

F u n d in g  f o r  the  p ro g ra m  is  p ro v id e d  b y  T h e  F e d e ra l D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n e rg y  and  A la s k a  
H o u s in g  F in a n c e  C o rp o ra t io n . T h o s e  w h o  a re  in te re s te d  in  the W e a th e r iz a t io n  P ro g ra m  
can  c a l l  3 4 3 - 6 6 3 0  f o r  m o re  in fo rm a t io n .



A l a s k a  C O  I n c i d e n t s

E v a c u a t io n s , R e s c u e s , C P R ,  9 1 1 ;  C it iz e n s  H o n o re d  f o r  L i fe s a v in g  A c ts  
“ J e a n  S c h u lte  a n d  R o n  H a rp e r , w h o  e v a c u a te d  3  p e o p le  s u f fe r in g  f r o m  s e r io u s  
c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  p o is o n in g  f r o m  an  A n c h o ra g e  h o u se  in  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 2 . ”  
-A n c h o ra g e  D a i ly  N ew s

D e c e m b e r  1 7 , 2 0 0 2

H e a d lin e s  -  A n c h o ra g e  - C a rb o n  m o n o x id e  in ju re s  3  
“ T h re e  p e o p le  w e re  ru s h e d  to  th e  h o s p ita l M o n d a y  a ft e rn o o n  f o r  c a rb o n  
m o n o x id e  p o is o n in g , th e  s e c o n d  su ch  in c id e n t in  A n c h o ra g e  in  le s s  th an  a w eek . 
T h e  th re e  p e o p le  w e re  d is c o v e re d  in s id e  9 2 0 3  C a m p b e l l T e r ra c e  D r iv e  a ro u n d  
n o o n  b y  an  e m p lo y e r  w h o  h ad  g o n e  to  th e  h o m e  b ec au se  o n  o f  th e  p e o p le  h ad  n o t 
s h o w n  u p  to  w o r k ,  s a id  A n c h o ra g e  F i r e  D e p a r tm e n t  s p o k e sm a n , T o m  K e m p to n . 
A l l  3  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  in c o h e re n t a n d  d is o r ie n te d , h e  s a id . A  c ra c k e d  hea t 
e x c h a n g e r  in  a fu rn a c e  is  b e lie v e d  to  b e  th e  c au se  o f  th e  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  le a k .”  
-A n c h o ra g e  D a i ly  N e w s

D e c e m b e r  1 3 , 2 0 0 2

6  S a v e d  F r o m  G a s  P o is o n in g
“ S ix  p e o p le , in c lu d in g  3  c h i ld re n , w e re  re s c u e d  e a r ly  T h u rs d a y  m o rn in g  a f te r  a 
9 1 1  d is p a tc h e r  re a liz e d  a  c a l le r  and  h e r  fa m i ly  w e re  s u f fe r in g  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
p o is o n in g  d u r in g  th e  c a l l ,  f i r e  o f f i c i a ls  s a id .”  -A n c h o ra g e  D a i ly  N ew s

M a r c h  2 7 ,  2 0 0 3
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Stores sell out of carbon monoxide 
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fighting for her life Sunday after losing her husband and 
three children.
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T h ir ty - th re e -y e a r -o ld  R i t a  A rts  is  th e  o n ly  m e m b e r o f  h e r 
f a m i ly  to  s u rv iv e  h ig h  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  le v e ls  in  th e ir  
H i l ls id e  h om e . T h e  f o u r  dea th s o f  h e r  h u sb a n d  an d  th re e  k id s  
h ad  p e o p le  ru s h in g  to  h a rd w a re  s to re s  S u n d a y  to  b u y  c a rb o n  
m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs .

A t  H o m e  D e p o t , em p lo y e e s  b e g a n  to  see  th e  ru s h  to  b u y  
C O  d e te c to rs  th e  m om en t d ie  d o o rs  o p en ed . T h e  d em an d  w as 
s o  h ig h , p e o p le  fo rc e d  the  s to re  to  m o v e  a l l  rem a in in g  
d e te c to rs  to  a  d is p la y  in  the  f ro n t .

S to re s  lik e  H o m e  D e p o t  a re  re p o r t in g  the  s a le s  in c re a s e  o f  
C O  d e tec to rs  a f t e r  the f o u r  d ea th s  a t 8 1 0 0  R o b e r t  D r .  in  B e a r  
V a l le y .  S a tu rd a y , F ire f ig h te rs  fo u n d  th e  b o d ie s  o f  4 2 - y e a r - o ld  
D a v id  A rts  an d  h is  th re e  k id s  T a y lo r ,  A n n  M a r ie  and  W i l le m , 
ages 1 1 , 8 a n d  3 , re s p e c t iv e ly .

T h e y  fo u n d  R i t a  A rts  u n c o n sc io u s  in  the  h a l lw a y  n e x t  to  
h e r  d augh te r, A n n  M a r ie .

A la s k a  R e g io n a l H o s p ita l has re p o r t e d  R i t a  A rts  in  c r it ic a l 
c o n d it io n  and  is  b e in g  tre a ted  in  a  h y p e rb a r ic  c h am b e r e v e ry  
e ig h t h ou rs .

T h e  f i r e  d ep a rtm en t has n o t d e te rm in e d  w h y  th e  A rts  h om e  
h ad  su ch  h ig h  le v e ls  o f  the  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  p o is o n  a n d  does  
n o t  su sp ec t f o u l  p la y .

T h e  fa m i ly  has a C O  d e te c to r, b u t i t  w as a p p a re n t ly  le f t  
u n p lu g g ed .

M a n y  that s to rm ed  h om e  im p ro v e m e n t s to re s  f o r  th e  C O  
d e te c to rs  d id  s o  to  p re v e n t su ch  a  t ra g e d y  f f o m  s t r ik in g  th e ir  
fa m i ly . O n e  su ch  m an , M a rk  S te v e n s , b o u g h t th re e  d e te c to rs .

" I  saw  it  o n  the n ew s . I  th ou gh t I  w o u ld  p ic k  o n e  u p  f o r  
e a ch  f l o o r  o f  m y  h o u s e .. . I ' l l p ic k  up  th re e ,"  s a id  S te v e n s .

NEXT STORY »
MORE LOCAL. NEWS ON MSNB'C
• Against the odds, Wasilla soldier gets home for Christmas
• Some soldiers get holiday break, others still In Middle East
• Alaska celebrates 50 years of TV, and story of 2 friends
• Adopt-a-Cat shelter needs funds to feed felines
• Alaska among 24 states with severe flu outbreaks
• Counterfeit products can hurt or kill you
• Mountain View Kmart store could become city offices
• More Local News

n . f i l o n c n r w a  11.11 a m

http://ww/v.msnbc.com/local/KTUU/M343937.asp?0LA=abk9n
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Police and fire  veh ic les responded to th e scene on Spruce Brook 
S tre e t, where to x ic fum es had been repo rte d in the second house from  
the r ig h t. (P ho to by B rian B lockco lsky/KTUU )

i age i u u

i S k  Alaska's
Online News 

TOP STORIES FROM: KTUU.COM Source

Feb. 25 - A South Anchorage man is dead and his wife is in critical 
condition after a toxic gas leaked into their home. Fire investigators 
say it appears carbon monoxide poisoned the couple, but they are still 
conducting tests to confirm their suspicions.

The husband and wife, whose names haven't been released yet, were 
found at about 12 :30  p.m. Wednesday by an Anchorage police officer. 
Police went to the home on Spruce Brook Street after the couple's son 
in New York told police he hadn't been able to reach them.

"The son had reported that he had been trying to contact his parents 
for three days without success, and the male victim had not shown for 
work in three days," said Tom Kempton of the Anchorage Fire 
Department.

Officer Jackie Valdez broke into the home to find the woman 
unconscious downstairs and dragged her outside to safety. The man's 
body was found upstairs.

According to the fire department, Valdez complained of feeling dizzy 
and was also hospitalized. A police spokesman says both women are 
conscious and are expected to recover.

The fire department says it suspects a car In the home's attached 
garage may have been the source of the poisoning. Investigators say 
the keys were in the ignition, and the ignition was in the on position.
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DATE: 2/20/04

SENATE COMMITTEE REPOR

FURTHER:
DATE TURNED 
IN TO OFFICE:

Labor and Commerce Committee considered HOUSE BILL NO. 356
HB 356 EXTEND ALCOHOL DELIVERY SITE SUNSET 

"An Act relating to operation of alcoholic beverage delivery sites; and providing for an effective date."

and recommends:
] be replaced with 
] adopt previous _

CS

CS

] attached amendment(s)
] adopt Letter of Intent by 
] further referral to _____

Committee
Committee

Senate Bill:
[ J Same Title 
[ ] New Title
House Bill:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j Technical Title 

Change 
[ ] New Title w/ 

SCR#_____

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):

Department Date Fiscal Zero Indet. FN#

-

Department Date Fiscal Zero Indet. FN#



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):__________________Dept. Affected; Public Safety
Title Extend Alcohol Delivery Site Sunset___________ RDU Statewide Services_____
___________________________________________________ Component ABC Board____________
Sponsor Rep. Joule_______________________________ ____________________
Requester H. Labor & Commerce______________________Component No. 2690
Expenditures/Revenues______________________________(Thousands of Dollars)___________

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:________________
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB356-DPS-ABC-2-9-04

() Publish Date: ____________

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES_________
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |
FUND SOURCE________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
In 2001, as part of (SCS CSHB 132(FIN)) enacted as CH. 63, SLA 01, the state was permitted to designate 
and operate an alcohol community delivery site. This provision found in AS 04.11.491(f), sunsets on July 
1, 2004 as does AS 04.11.494 which sets out how these community delivery sites are to be operated. HB 
356 seeks to extend the sunset provisions in AS 04.11.494 until July 1, 2008.
No fiscal impact is anticipated to the Department of Public Safety.

Prepared by: LeeAnn Lucas, Special Assistant  Phone 465-2649
Division Office of the Commissioner Date/Time 2/8/04 12:00 AM
Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske________________________  Date 2/9/2004
Agency Department of Public Safety____________________________
(Revised 12/1003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



During Session:
Alaska State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4833 

Fax (907) 465-4586 
1-800-782-4833 

Reprcscntative_Reggie_Joule@iegis.statc.ak.us

During Interim:
P.O. Box 673 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3880 

Fax (907) 442-3022

A la s k a  ^ t a t e  I x p l a t u r e
R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  R E G G IE  J O U T E

T o : L a b o r  and  C o m m e rc e  C o m m it te e  M e m b e rs

F r o m : R e p re s e n ta t iv e  R e g g ie  J o u le

D a te : J a n u a ry  2 8 ,  2 0 0 4

R e : S p o n s o r  S ta tem en t

I  a m  s p o n s o r in g  H o u s e  B i l l  3 5 6  e n t it le d , “ A n  A c t re la t in g  to  a lc o h o l b e v e ra g e  d e liv e ry  
s ite s ; and  p ro v id in g  f o r  an  e f fe c t iv e  d a te .”  H B  3 5 6  m e re ly  e x te n d s  the  sun se t da te  o n  th is 
b i l l  f r o m  J u ly  1, 2 0 0 4  t o  J u ly  1 , 2 0 0 8 . T h e  le g is la t io n  i t s e l f  p ro v id e s  c o m m u n it ie s  w ith  
the  o p t io n  to  m o n ito r  th e  in f lo w  o f  a lc o h o l in to  th e ir  c o m m u n ity  th ro u g h  a lo c a l ly  
o p e ra te d  d is t r ib u t io n  c e n te r . T o  date  B a r r o w  is  the  o n ly  c om m u n ity  th a t has o p te d  to 
u t i l iz e  th is o p t io n  b u t h a s  fo u n d  it h e lp fu l in  c o n t r o l l in g  a lc o h o l c o n s u m p t io n  and  
b o o t le g g in g  in  the  a re a . I  b e lie v e  it  is  im p o rta n t to  e x te n d  th e  su n se t da te  on  th is 
le g is la t io n  g iv in g  c o m m u n it ie s  m o re  o p t io n s  to  d e a l w ith  p ro b le m s  on  th e  lo c a l le v e l . 
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th is  m a tte r .

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

mailto:Reprcscntative_Reggie_Joule@iegis.statc.ak.us
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TO R 1 H  SLO PE BOROUGH
POLICE DEPARTMENT
P .O . B o x  4 7 0  
B a rrow , A la s k a  9 9 7 2 3  
P h o n e : 9 0 7 - 8 5 2 - 0 3 1 1  
F a x : 9 0 7 - 8 5 2 - 0 3 1 8

February 6, 2004

Representative Regie Joule 
State Capitoi, Room 405 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Re: Barrow Alcohol Distribution Center

Dear Representative Joule:
Alcohol abuse and alcohol related crime continue to be significant Public Safety 
and Public Health problems in rural Alaska. Directly related to the magnitude of 
these problems is the amount of alcohol available in a community and the ease . 
at which it may be obtained.
Prior to the implementation o f Barrow's Alcohol Distribution Center, a person 
could easily obtain 6 to 8 cases of distilled liquor each month by simply ordering 
each case from a different liquor store. The result was that persons involved in 
the illegal sales of alcohol and the importation of alcohol into dry communities 
had a ready supply of product.
Barrow's Distribution Center and the manner in which it is operated by the City 
of Barrow changed this. Persons are now limited in the amount of alcohol that 
can be brought into the community. All legal alcohol shipments must be 
delivered to the Distribution Center which tracks how much alcohol a person has 
received. Amounts of alcohol in excess of what is allowable are returned. 
Additionally, the residency requirements make it difficult for a person from a dry 
village to have liquor shipped to Barrow and then import it into the village.
Alcohol distribution centers are a positive step for communities that wish to 
control the amount of alcohol brought into the community. The Distribution 
Center in Barrow has had a positive affect on the level of disorder in Barrow and 
the communities served by Barrow as a transportation hub.
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Barrow is a community that has been deeply divided over the issue of controlling 
alcohol. In local option elections, taking place over the span of several years, 
citizens of Barrow repeatedly changed the-local option status of the community. 
The implementation of the Alcohol Distribution Center addressed the concerns of 
those on both sides of the issue. This "happy medium", while not punishing 
persons who are responsible drinkers, has limited the amount and availability of 
alcohol.
I support legislation that would allow.communities to continue to utilize alcohol 
distribution .centers as a method for controlling the amount of alcohol imported.
Sincerely,

Pauf A.-Carr 
Chief of Police
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C I T Y  O F ' I’O. Box 4ft 
Kotzebue. Alaska 99757.

Police Dept. 
442-3351

City I lo ll 
442-3401

Fire Dept. 
447.-3404
Fubllc W orkf 
442-3401

Feb rua ry  9 , 2 0 0 4

V IA  F A X  T O  (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 5 8 6 /O R IG IN A L  M A IL E D  
R ep re sen ta tiv e  R egg ie  Jou le
A laska  S ta te  le g is la tu r e  •
S ta te  C ap ito l - - R o o m  4 0 5
Juneau , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  , _

R e : H ou se  B i l l  N o . 3 5 6 . "A n  A c t R e la t in g  to  the O pe ra t ion  o f  A lc o h o lic
• B eve rag e  D e liv e ry  S ite s ; and. P ro v id in g  fo r  an E ffe c t iv e  Date.-"

D e a r  R ep resen ta tive  Jou le :

■ In  2 0 0 1 , the A la s k a  L eg is la tu re  enacted A la sk a  Statute 0 4 .1 1 .4 9 4 , "O p e ra tion  o f  D e liv e ry  S ite s ," 
as §5 o f  C hap te r 6 3  o f  the Sess ion  L aw s o f  A la sk a  2 0 0 1 . U n d e r § 15 o f  C hap te r 63,' §5 o f  
C hap te r 6 3  o f  th e  Sess ion  L aw s o f  A la s k a  2 0 0 1  is schedu led to  be rep ea led  J u ly  1, 2 0 0 4 . H ou se
B i l l  N o . 3 5 6  p roposes to ex tend  the sunset date fo r  th is section  to  J u ly  1, 2 0 0 8 .

»

A lthough - the C ity  o f  K o tz e b u e  has considered  and re jec ted  the d e liv e ry  s ite op tio n  f o r  the 
residen ts o f  K o tzeb u e , it  is g o od  pub lic  p o lic y  to  have  th is ap p ro a ch .. a v a ila b le  f o r  o the r 
com m un ities  that m igh t fa v o r  such an op tion . T he re fo re , the C ity  o f  K o tz e b u e  w ou ld  support 
•extending the sunset date f o r  §5 o f  C hap te r 63  o f  the Sess ion  L aw s o f  A la s k a  2 0 0 1 , u n til J u ly  1, 
2 0 0 8 .

R e p e c tfu lly ,

C i ty  o f  K o tze b u e

cc: M a y o r and C ity  C ou n c il M em bers
N an cy  M e rc e r, C ity  C le rk  
Joe  E vans . C ity  A tto rn ey
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r\ \ CITY OF BARROW
!»*•»*£ • I "fart/iest nortA incorporated dtp'

Feb rua ry  6 , 2 0 0 4

D e a r H on o rab le  R ep . Jo

H ono rab le  R ep . R egg ie  
State C ap ito l (M S  3 1 0 0 ] 
Juneau, A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1

T hank  y ou  f o r  in troduc ing  H ou se  B i l l  3 5 6  an  act to extend a lc o h o l d e liv e ry  site sunset to 
Ju ly  1 ,2 0 0 8 .

A fte r seve ra l lo c a l o p in io n  e lec tion s  here  in  B a r row  going b ack  and fo r th  betw een dam p 
and d ry , M a y o r  J im  V o rd e rs tra sse  began to  e xp lo re  the p o s s ib ility  o f  using a  d e liv e ry  
site. O rd inance  9 9 -1 , estab lish ing  a  L o c a l D e liv e ry  S ite  f o r  A lc o h o l B ev e rag e  B rou gh t 
in to  the C ity  o f  B a r ro w  w as in troduced  in  F eb ru a ry  2 5 , 1 9 9 9 , pu b lic  hearing  fo r  the 
ord inance 9 9 -1  w as h e ld  o n  M a rch  2 5 , 1 9 9 9  and o rd inance 9 9 -1  w as adop ted by  the 
C oun c il o n  A p r i l 2 2 , 1 9 9 9 . The adm in istra tion  w o rk ed  ou t the dea ls  and  pu t it ou t fo r  b id  
and R e so lu t io n  1 1 -9 9  w as adop ted Ju ly  2 2 , 1 9 9 9  to  the success fu l op e ra to r.

I  am  enc lo s ing  a c o p y  o f  o rd in ance 9 9 -1  w h ich  is the same as C hap te r 8 .1 5  tit le  A lc o h o l 
D e liv e ry  S ite .

S ince the d e liv e ry  site w as estab lished  w e have issued 1 7 1 3  p e rm its  to  date. E ach  perm it 
must be renew ed annua l. T h is  num ber does n o t re fle c t that they a re  a l l  cu rren t, som e m ay 
have m oved  aw ay . W e  w o rk  v e ry  c lo s e ly  w ith  N o rth  S lo p e  B o ro u g h  P u b lic  S a fe ty  
D epartm ent o n  c rim in a l backg round  checks , w h ich  are requ irem en t in  o rd e r to  ob ta in  a 
perm it. T he  sa fe ty  o u r  fam ilie s  are a p rio r ity  and anyone w ho  has been in v o lv e  w ith  
crim e in v o lv in g  dom estic  v io len ce , as that term  is de fin ed  unde r A S  1 8 .6 6 .9 9 0 , o r 
v io la ting  a p ro tec tive  o rd e r under A S  1 1 .5 6 .7 4 0  is den ied a p e rm it o r  h is/her pe rm it can 
be revoked . A s  statistic sh ow  that a lo t  o f  the cases b e fo re  o u r  ju d ic ia l system  arc  a lc o h o l 
re la ted . W e  a ls o  have b egun  to  w o rk  w ith  the pub lic  de fende rs  o f f ic e , d istric t a tto rney 
o ffic e  and the 2 nd Jud ic ia l D is tr ic t C ou rt to  he lp  insu re that o u r  fam ilie s  rem a in  safe .

U nd e r section  8 .1 5 .0 6 0  a re  im po rta tion  lim its  p e r m on th . W ith in  any ca lenda r m on th , a 
pe rson  m ay n o t im po rt in to  the c ity  m o re  that 1 3 .5  g a llo n s  o f  m a lt beverages =  6  cases, 
tw en ty lite rs  o f  w ine , o r  4 .5  lite rs  o f  d is tille d  sp irits . W ith  these lim ita tion s p e r ca lenda r 
m on th  I s t ro n g ly  b e lie ve  it has im pacted us here in  B a r row  in  a  p os itiv e  w ay . B e fo re  a 
d e liv e ry  site w as estab lish  an yone  c ou ld  o rd e r w ithou t any  lim its . T h is  he lps us c on tro l 
the am ount o f  a lc o h o l that is com ing  in to  o u r com m unity .

P.O. BOX 629 • 2022 AHKOVAK ST. • BARROW, ALASKA 99723 • PH O N E  (907) 862-5211 « FAX 852-6871
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I  am  encou rag ing  y o u  as leg is la tu re  o f  the  2 3 rd Leg is la tu re  Sess ion  to  pass H ou se  B i l l  3 5 6  
so  that the C ity  o f  B a r ro w  can con tinue to  ope ra te  o u r de liv e r}' site b eyond  June 3 0 ,2 0 0 4 .  
B y  passing H ou se  B i l l  3 5 6  the C ity  o f  B a r ro w  w i l l  be ab le  to k eep  o rd inance 9 9 -1  in  
t a c t

I f  y o u  h ave  any  qu estion s  p le a se  d o  n o t  hesitate in  g iv in g  m e a  c a ll at 9 0 7 -8 5 2 -5 2 1 1  o r  
em a ilin g  m e at b a r row m av o r@ n u vu k .n e t .

S in ce re ly ,

C ity  o f  B a r ro w  M a y o r

C c : Sena to r D o n a ld  O ls o n  
F ile s

L L 0 4 - 0 3 0

mailto:barrowmavor@nuvuk.net


C I T Y  O F  B E T H E L
P.O. Box 1308 Bethel, Alaska 99559 

907-543-2047 
FAX H 543-4171

M E M O R A N D U M

To: Representative Reggie Jomle
Alaska House of Representatives

Froisu RobHerro
C i t y  M a n a g e r

Re: B B 3 5 6 :  “ A n  A c t  r e la t i n g  t o  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a lc o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e  d e l i v e r y
s i t e ; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f fe c t iv e  d a t e . ”

Date: February 6, 2004

I  s u p p o r t  e x te n d in g  D ie s u n se t o f  th is  p r o v is io n  o f  " T i t le  4 lo c a l o p t io n s ”  a n d  re s p e c t fu l ly  
re q u e s t  y o u r  a n d  f e l lo w  c o m m it te e  m e m b e rs ’  f a v o r a b le  c o n s id e ra t io n .

I t  is  a  v a lu a b le  " t o o l  in  th e  t o o lb o x ”  f o r  c om m u n it ie s  w h o  a re  w i l l in g  to  a d d re s s  th e ir  
lo c a l is su es  a n d  p ro b le m s  th e m se lv e s . T h o u g h  th is  o p t io n  o r  “ t o o l ” , a s  f a r  as I  k n o w  
c u r re n t ly , is  o n ly  u t i l iz e d  in  o n e  c o m m u n ity  in  o u r  sta te , it  a l lo w s  p e o p le  to  m e a s u re  th e  
p o s s ib i li t ie s  f o r  and  a g a in s t a l l  o th e r  “ t o o ls ”  th a t a re  a v a i la b le  to  o u r  c o m m u n it ie s .

T h e  c o m m u n ity  o f  B e th e l h a s  c o n s id e re d  th is  a lte rn a t iv e  th re e  t im e s  o v e r  th e  y e a rs  s in c e  
th is  o p t io n  w a s  ad d ed  t o  s ta te  la w . T h e  m o s t  re c e n t p a s t p u b lic  d is c u s s io n  b eg an  in  th e  
la te  1 9 9 0 s  w ith  th e  B e th e l C i t y  C o u n c i l ’ s  P u b lic  S a fe ty  C o m m it te e  an d  in te re s te d  
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  p u b lic  w o rk in g  o n  a  d ra ft  o rd in a n c e  f o r  th e  C o u n c i l ’ s  d e lib e ra t io n .

A  s e v e ra l-m o n th  c a r e fu l ly  r e s e a rc h e d  a p p ro a c h  to  the  d e liv e r y  s ite  c o n c e p t w as  
in t ro d u c e d  as a n  o rd in a n c e  in  A u g u s t  1 9 9 9  a n d  d eb a te d  f o r  s e v e n  m o n th s  u n t i l th e  f in a l 
n a r r o w  v o te  (3  y e a - 4  n o )  in  M a rc h  2 0 0 0 .  (T h is  B e th e l o rd in a n c e  w a s  u s e d  as a  m o d e l f o r  
th e  a lc o h o l d e l iv e r y  s ite  o rd in a n c e  p a ssed  in  B a r r o w )

In  A u g u s t  2 0 0 0 ,  th e  s a m e  B e th e l C i t y  C o u n c i l p a ssed  O rd in a n c e  # 0 0 - 2 1  p la c in g  th e  is su e  
o f  a n  a lc o h o l d e l iv e r y  s ite  o n  D ie O c to b e r  2 0 0 0  m u n ic ip a l e le c t io n  b a l lo t  s e e k in g  in p u t 
f r o m  th e  B e th e l c it iz e n s  b e c a u se  o f  th e  n a r r o w  c o u n c i l v o te  o u tc om e . T h e  o p t io n  t o  use

"Deep Sea and Transportation Center o f  the Kuskokwim  *'



the a lc o h o l d e liv e ry  site concept " t o o l”  w as to  app rop ria te ly  “ gauge”  the w ishes o f  th e ir 
constituents. T he  re su lt w as a  v o te  against an  a lc o h o l d e liv e ry  site.

In  the  la s t 6 0  days , the a lc o h o l d e liv e ry  site issue and p u b lic  d iscu ss ion  w ith in  re g io n  in  
the  “ d ry ”  com m un ities  su rround ing  the reg ion a l hub  o f  B e th e l has su rfaced  w ith  
re so lu tion s  to  the B e th e l C ity  C ounc il.

I  w i l l  no t a ttem pt to  e xp la in  th e ir d iscussions o r  expecta tion s as 1 have  attached the 
re so lu tion s  f o r  y o u r  re v iew . H ow eve r, it  is  apparent tha t these com m un ities  see it as a  
va lu ab le  “ to o l” .

I f  th e re  a re  questions conce rn ing  th is m em orandum , p lease  c a ll at y o u r conven ience . 

T h an k  y ou .



A k i a k  N a t i v e  C o m m u n i t y

AkiakIRA Council
P.O. Box 52127

P H  (907) 765-7112

January 14, 2004

The Honorable Mayor Hugh Short 
City of Bethel 
P. O. Box 1388 
Bethel, Alaska 99559

Dear Honorable Mayor Hugh Short:

This letter is written to transmit a resolution adopted by the Akiak IRA Council numbered
03-12-33 supporting the joint resolution of the Tribal Councils ofKasigluk, Atmauthhiak, 
and Nmupitchuck numbered 03-02-02 concerning a need for an alcohol delivery sile 
located in Bethel, Alaska. The Tuluksak Tribal Council also adopted a similar resolution 
supporting the three communities and their desire to control the flow of the illegal 
alcohol into diy communities. The resolution of the four Tribal Council is calling on Ihe 
City of Bethel to consider establishing an alcohol delivery site in Bethel to assist nearby 
villages in controlling alcohol that is illegally imported to dry communities in the Bethel 
area.

The Akiak IRA Council agrees with and understand'; the results of illegally imported 
alcohol and the violence that results is disrupting the peaceful community way o f life in 
villages. The final resolved section of the Akiak IR/l Council resolution supports the 
efforts of the villages and their interest in establishing an alcohol delivery site in the 
community of Bethel and calls upon the City of Bethel, Stale o f Alaska, and the Federal 
Government and their agencies to assist in combating the ravages of alcohol that is 
mining youth, families, and communities in the Yukon-Kuskolcwim delta area.

We wish you success and pray that you and your council will consider this resolution that 
will assist the surrounding village councils in their efforts to improve and preserve life in 
small communities. Wishing you a belated Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year to 
you, the Bethel City Council members, administration, and your families.

Sincerely,

MOSES OWEN, CHIEF

Executive Director

cc: Tribal Councils ofKasigluk, Atmaurhluak, Nur. iichuck, and Tuluksak

Akiak, AK 99552
FAX (907)761-7512



Akiak IRA Council
P.O. Box 52127 Akiak, Ak 99552

PH. (907) 765-7112 FAX (907) 765-7512 '

Resolution 03~ 12-33

A RESOLUTION OF THE AKIAK IRA COUNCIL SUPPORTING UNIT 6 VILLAGE
TRIBAL COUNCILS OF KAS1GLUK, AimUTHLUAK, AND NUNAPITCHUK JOINT
RESOLUTION NUMBERED 03-02-01 CONCERNING A NEED FOR AN ALCOHOL
DEVIVERY SITE IN BETHEL.

Whereas, the Akiak IRA Council is the federally recognized tribal governing bod)) for the 
Native Village of Aldak, and;

Whereas, the Aldak IRA Co uncil was established to represent, encourage, and promote 
the social well being and health of the Aldak Native Community members and 
citizens living in the Native Village of Akiak and;

Whereas, Association of Village Council Presidents have embarked on a mission lo 
improve the regional health, social well-being, and welfare of the member 
communities it: the Yukon-Kuskolcwim Delta region through a project called 
Kinguliamta Ciunerlcaat, and;

Whereas, the tribal governments of Kasigluk, Atmauthluak and Nunctpitchuck have 
conducted a unit 6 jcint meeting to explore ways and means to control the 
alcohol illegally imported to the three communities, and;

Whereas, the Unit 6 villages concluded that the illegal alcohol has caused great deal o f  
youth, family, and community violence that is mining community members and 
disrupt the community wct}> of life, and;

Whereas, the Akiak IRA Council agrees and understands the results of illegally imported 
alcohol and the violence that is disrupting the peaceful community way.of life 
in villages of the Yukon-Kuskolcwim Delta region and including the community 
of Akiak and; .

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Akiak IRA Council agrees with the 
proposed solution o f controlling illegal alcohol imported to villages and the actions taken 
and recommended by Kasiglulc, Nunctpitchuck Atmauthluak, and Tuluksak to establish an 
Alcohol Delivery Site in the City o f Bethel to control alcohol illegally imported to dry 
communities in the Yukon-Kuskolcwim delta villages, and,

7



Page 2. Resolution.03-i 1-33, Support Unit 6 Alcohol Delivery Sits

DP DP FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Aldak IRi Council agrees, concurs, ancl 
supports the efforts of the Kasigluk, Nunapitchu. \  Atmauthluak, and Tuluksak interest in 
establishing an alcohol delivery site in the community of Bethel and calls upon the State 
and Federal agencies and the City of Bethel to assist in combating the ravages o f alcohol 
that is ruining youth, families, and communities in the Yukon-Kuskokwim delta area.

This resolution v m j reviewed and approved by the Akiak IRA Council in a duly called 
meeting with quorum present this _f^jffday of December, 2003. The votes to adopt this

CERTIFICATION

resolution were 3  for, £> against, and. Q  abstaining.

Moses Owen, Chief



K I N G U L IA M T A  C IU N E R K A A T  C O N F E R E N C E  
U N IT  4  

K W E X H L U K ,  A L A S K A  9 9 6 2 1

D e c e m b e r  1 7 , 2 0 0 3

C ity  o f  B e th e l 
B e th e l, A la s k a  9 9 5 5 9

T o : B e th e l C ity  C o u n c i l ;

T he  d e le g a te s  and  s t a f f  o f  K in g u lia m ta  C iu n e rk a a t in  U n it  4  h e ld  a m ee tin g  h e re  in. K w e th lu k  and w o u ld  lilce 
to  a s k  C ity  o f  B e th e l a n d  o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  t o  s u p p o r t th is R e s o lu t io n  0 3 - 1 2 - 0 1  c on c e rn in g  th e  A lc o h o l 
d e liv e ry  s ite . A s  w e  a ll k n o w  th a t B e th e l is th e  H u b  o f  a l l th e  s u rro u n d in g  v i l la g  ;s  w h e th e r  b e  n e a r o r  f a r  and 
f o r  th e  h e a lth  and s a fe ty  o f  o u r  p e o p le  w e  n eed  th is  s u p p o r t  f r o m  th e  C ity  o f  B e th e l t o  act u p o n  th is  re s o lu t io n  
and se t it a s  a p r io r ity , T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  tim e .

U n it  4  D e le g a te s

//7 /C -b r - i S t c c J  C/ 7
A IC IA C H A K  ! A K I

K W E T H L U K p O L U K S A K S '

l) c b -  fi'iA y ic n . —
l)zu joy
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c u r ^ o / a s a *  1 2 : 4 1  1 9 0 7 7 5 7 6 5 4 0
k w e t h l u k  p o l i c e  d e p t PA GE . 0 2

Organ ;:ed Village of Kwethluk
Kwethli ERvU Council 
PO Box n
Kwethli Alaska 99621 
Phone( T) 7157-6714/6715 
Fas (90 7S7-6328
Herm an ! u T riba l Administrator Vacant Deputy Director

N i c k N .  E p c h o o k ,  H o n o r a r y  T r a d i t i o n a l  C h i e f  
M a r t i n  A n d r e w , P r e s id e n t  
Jam es  M . N ic o r i , V ic e -P re s id en t 
M a x  O l i c k ,  S r . ,  S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s o r e r  
O s c a r  P .  J L a rs o n , C o u n c i l M e m b e r  
H e rm a n  E v a n ,  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r

Margaret M ichael, Administrative A sst

DELIVERY SITE RESOLUTION 
03-12-01

• W H E H I the Organized V illage o f  Kwethluk, Kwethluk IR A  Council being apa rt o f  Unit 4  have come together to Address 
Loca l Option laws. Unit 4 'villages o f  Akiak.. Akiachak. Kwethluk, and Tuluksak would like  a standing agreement 
to encourage Bethel City Council to open the A lcohol Delivery site, and

W BER 3 ' • ,  tlte Organized V illage o f  Kw eth luk , KwetlUuk IRA  Council being a pan  o f  U n it 4 villages have seen the amount 
o f  alcohol being imported.to the villages o f  Akiak, Akiachak, Kwethluk, and Tuluksak h<rve voted to be “ D ry ”  
communities in  Unit 4.

N O W  T  ! R EV O KE  B E  IT  R E S O LV E D , that the Organized V illage o f  Kwethluk, Kweth luk IR A  Council being a part o f  Unit 4, 
Akiak, Akiachak, Kwethluk, and Tuluksak stress the importance o f  ccmsiructing and maintaining tire A lcohol 
De livery Site as proposed by the previous Public Safety Commission volunteers,

B E  IT T  .TH ISR  K E S O L V E P  TH A T , the Organized V illage o f  Kwethluk, Kwctlduk ERA Council supports the opening o f  Uie 
delivery site w ill Greatly reduce the amount o f  alcohol being brought into ou r region, to Prevent alcohol related 
violations.

C E R T IF IC A T IO N

It  is here certified that on th e  ___ day o f  December 2003, a quorum o f the Organized V illage  o f  Kweth luk, Kwethluk IRA  Council
was fo rr I , and did pass and adopt the preceding resolution by a vote o f _ j p ^ f y r ,  _  atld _  excused.

M a rt in  i tdrtrw , P re s id e n t A tte s t : M a x  D .  O lic k , S r . ,  S e c re ta ry /T re a s u re r



A k ia c h a k  N a t iv e  C o m m u n ity  
A k ia c h a k  In d ia n  R e o rg a n iz a t io n  A c t  C o u n c i l 

P .O .B o x  7 0  
A k ia c h a k , A la s k a  9 9 5 5 1  

( 9 0 7 ) 8 2 5 - 4 6 2 6  .
F a x # 8 2 5 - 4 0 2 9

N o v e m b e r  2 6 , 2 0 0 3

B o b  H e r r o n , C it y  M a n a g e r  
C it y  o f  B e th e l 
P .O . B o x  3 8 8  
B e th e l ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 5 9  *

R e : R e s o lu t i o n  # 0 3 - 0 1

D e a r  B o b :

1 w o u ld  l i k e  f o r  y o u  to  a d d re s s  th e  e n c lo s e d  re s o lu t io n  d u r in g  y o u  e a r lie s t  C o u n c i l 
m e e t in g . R e m e m b e r  th a t A k ia c h a k  is a  d ry  v i l la g e - th is  m ean s  th a t a lc o h o l c a n n o t b e  in 
A k ia c h a k  f o r  h u m a n  c o n su m p tio n . T h e  b es t w a y  to  c o n t ro l th e  im p o rta t io n  o f  a lc o h o l to  
A k ia c h a k  ( v i l l a g e )  is  f o r  C it y  o f  B e th e l to  e ra c t a  d e liv e ry  s ite . F o r  e x a m p le , a  p e rs o n  
•with a  t r ib a l I D  c a rd  f ro m  A k ia c h a k  N a t iv e  C o m m u n ity  w i l l  b e  d en ie d  a  d e liv e ry  o f  
a lc o h o l .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t io n s , c o n c e rn in g  th e  re s o lu t io n , p le a s e  le t  m e  k n ow . 1 th a n k  y o u  in 
a d v a n c e  f o r  y o u r  c o o p e ra t io n .'

S in c e r e ly ,

r ' n n T

i C -eo rg e  P e t e rit °
• T r ib a l A d m in is t r a to r

1 0 W I f p N

v)
1\ DEC - 1 2003



A k ia c h a k  N a t iv e  C o m m u n i t y  
A k i a c h a k  In d ia n  R e o r g a n i z a t i o n  A c t  C o u n c i l 

P .O .  B o x  7 0  
A k ia c h a k , A la s k a  9 9 5 5 1

T R I B A L  M E M B E R S H I P  A N N U A L  M E E T IN G  
N O V E M B E R  2 0 , 2 0 0 3

R E S O L U T IO N  # 0 3 -0 1

R E :  D E C L A R A T IO N  O F  W A R  O N  A B U S E  O F  A L C O H O L  B Y  A K IA C H A K  
N A T IV E  C O M M U N I T Y

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  S o c ia l p ro b le m s  cau sed  b y  abu se  o f  a lc o h o l in  A k ia c h a k  th re a ten s  o u r  
c u ltu re , o u r  c h i ld re n , o u r  o w n  veTy s u rv iv a l, a n d  c au se  in fr in g e m e n t u p o n  in d iv id u a l 
r ig h ts  o r  th e  p e a c e  an d  d ig n ity  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  A k ia c h a k ; an d

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  A k ia c h a k  N a t iv e  C o m m u n ity  m em b e rs  v o te d  to  b e c om e  d ry  v i l la g e  and  
a p p ro v e d  th e  L o c a l O p t io n  L a w  w h ic h  th e  im p o r ta t io n , s a le , a n d  c o n su m p tio n  o f  a lc o h o l 
b e  p ro h ib ite d  w ith in  th e  ju r i s d ic t io n  o f  A k ia c h a k  N a t iv e  C o m m u n ity  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  a l l  
la n d s  w ith in  th e  e x t e r io r  b o u n d a ry  o f  la n d s  s e le c te d  u n d e r th e  A la s k a  N a t iv e  C la im s  
S e t t le m e n t  A c t  b y  th e  A N S C A  V i l la g e  C o rp o ra t io n  f o r  A k ia c h a k  a n d  a l l  N a t iv e  
a l lo tm e n t  a n d  fe d e r a l tow n s ite  la n d s  w ith in  the  e x te r io r  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  su ch  s e le c te d  
la n d s .

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  th a t A k ia c h a k  N a t iv e  C o m m u n ity  d e c la re s  w a r  
o n  a lc o h o l a b u se  a n d  w i l l  d o  e v e ry th in g  w ith in  its p o w e r  to  le a d  b y  e x a m p le , and

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  th a t A k ia c h a k  N a t iv e  C o m m u n ity  d em an d  th e  C ity  o f  
B e th e l th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  a d o p t in g  re g u la t io n  to  c o n t ro l a lc o h o lic , o r  in to x ic a t in g  
b e v e ra g e s  c o m m o n ly  u sed  f o r  h u m an  c o n s u m p t io n  b y  e ra c t in g  a  B e th e l B a s e d  A lc o h o l 
D e l i v e r y  S ite  a s  p ro p o s e d  b y  th e  p re v io u s  P u b lic  S a fe ty  C o m m is s io n  V o lu n te e r s , a n d

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  th a t the  B e th e l B a s e d  A lc o h o l D e l i v e r y  S ite  w i l l  
d e m o n s t ra te  th e  C i t y  o f  B e t h e l ’ s su p p o r t in  A k ia c h a k  N a t iv e  C o m m u n ity ’ s e f fo r t s  t o  pu t 
a n  end  to  a b u se  o f  a lc o h o l ;  and

B E  IT  F IN A L L Y  R E S O L V E D  th a t A k ia c h a k  In d ia n  R e o rg a n iz a t io n  A c t C o u n c i l ,  the  
f e d e r a l ly  r e c o g n iz e d  t r ib e  w i l l  h e re b y  e x e rc is e  i t ’ s s o v e re ig n  a u th o r ity  to  e n fo rc e  lo c a l 
o p t io n  la w  f o r  a l l  th e  s a fe ty  an d  w e lfa re  o f  A k ia c h a k  N a t iv e  C o m m u n ity  o n c e  f o r  a l l .

A D O P T E D  b y  th e  A k ia c h a k  N a t iv e  C o m m u n ity  t r ib a l m e m b e rs h ip  a n n u a l m e e t in g  o n  
N o v e m b e r  2 0 , 2 0 0 3  w ith  a  d u ly  c o n s t itu te d  q u o ru m  o f  1 3 7  m em b e rs  p re s e n t

C E R T IF IC A T IO N :

P h i l l i p  K  P e te r , S r . ,  C h a irm a n  J d e (K a s a y u l i e ,  S e c re ta ry



T u lu k s a k  N a t i v e  C o m m u n i t y  
P .O .  B O X  9 5  

T u lu k s a k ,  A K  9 9 6 7 9  
P h o n e :  ( 9 0 7 ) 6 9 5 - 6 4 2 0  F a x :  ( 9 0 7 )  6 9 5 - 6 9 3 2

Date; November 8,2003

City of Bethel 
Bethel Alaska 99559.

To: Bethel City Council

Tuluksak Native Community, the Tribal Council Members and the 
Delegates of the. KINGULIAMTA CIUNERKAAT of Unit 4 held a meeting 
on November / / '.  2003, here in Tuluksak and are supporting Unit 6, 
Kasigluk'On there resolution # 03-02-01 concerning the Alcohol Delivery 
Site based in Bethel.
As we all know that Bethel is the hub of all surrounding villages whether it 
|be near ot far and for the health and wellness as much as safety of our 
people, we need the support from the City of Bethel to act on this resolution 
knd consider it as a priority.

QUYANA VERY MUCH!!!

Kinguliamta Ciunerkaat Student Delegate



T u lu k sa k  N a tiv e  C o m m u n ity  
P .O . BOX 95 

T uluksak , A K  99679 
Phone: (907)695-6420 Fait (907) 695-6932

RcaoIntionD 3  *- I i  *-

Bethel B *«d Alcohol Delivery Site

WHEREAS; Tuluksak Native Community snd the Tribal Council Members of Tuluksak Unit 4 have camo 
together on this S4 day of November 2003 to Eddros Local Option Laws. Unit 4 village of Tuluksak would 
like a standing agreement to encourage Bethel City Council to open an Alcohol Delivery Site.

WHEREAS! Tuluksak Native Community has voted diat our community be a thy village nnd the
importation, halo, and consumption be prohibited.1
WBOEREASc The Unit 4 village of Tuluksak has seen the amount of alcohol thfli is being imported into the 
dry village of Tuluksak.

WHEREASi Alcohol that has come into out community illegally has been causing great deals of youth, 
family, nnd community violence. And ruining our communities way o f life.

THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED: The Unit 4 village of Tuluksak stress die importance of constructing 
said maintaining die Alcohol Delivery Site as proposed by the previous Public Safety Commission 
Volunteers. _________

T IiE kE F O ke h k  xi  FURTHER RESOLVED: The opening of the Delivery site will Greatly reduce the 
amount of alcohol being brought into our community. And this action will alert the proper agencies that the 
possibility of alcohol being illegally imported into a dry community,

c e r t i f i c a t i o n

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that tho Tuluksak Tribal Council, which is composed of seven 
members, whom Four constitutes a quorum, were present at a meeting held on November / /  , 2003 and 

members voted yes and Q  voted no and _ l  members were absent

Asst. B y
a ,  OjUn J ix i

Secretary

Date / ! > ! ( >  fl-0>

70  "aeiHJ MUlm -3AT1UH .





DATE: 2/27/04

SENATE COMMITTEE REPOR i u

DATE TURNED
IN TO OFFICE:_________

FURTHER: Resources

Labor and Commerce Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 409(FSH)
HB 409 SEINE VESSEL LENGTH 

"An Act relating to the maximum length of salmon seine vessels; and providing for an effective date."

and recommends:
] be replaced with 
] adopt previous _
] attached amendment(s)
] adopt Letter of Intent by 
] further referral t o _____

CS

CS

Committee
Committee

Senate Bill:
[ ] Same Title 
[ ] New Title
House Bill:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j Technical Title 

Change 
[ ] New Title w/ 

SCR#_____

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):

Depadment Date Fiscal Zero Indet. FN# Department Date Fiscal Zero Indet. FN#

[ ] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note

SIGNATURES AND RECOMMENDATIONS: Do
Pass

Do Not 
Pass No Rec Amend

X
1 J

rx A
Chair :



Testimony of Scott McAllister
H B  4 0 8  R e la t in g  to  th e  5 8  fo o t  s e in e  b o a t lim i t .

Scott M cAllister Phone 907.463.5831
316 Distin Avc Fax 907.586.6742
Juneau, Alaska 99801 Email scooski@aol.com

mailto:scooski@aol.com


Testimony o f  Scott M cAllister
HB 4 0 8  Relating to the 5 8  foot seine boat limit.
In support o f  HB 408, it is time to modernize Alaska’s salmon harvest by providing for larger seine vessels so 
fishermen may increase the quality and value o f  their catch.

Better than half o f all Alaska’s commercial salmon harvest is caught by seiners. Most o f these fish arc processed 
into canned and crude frozen product forms that fetch low prices in today's market.

The development o f  seine fishing early in the last century centered around canned salmon and about (lie time of 
statehood, the sardine fleets o f  California were looking to Alaskan salmon fisheries as the sardine resources failed. 
To protect Alaskan fleets from an invasion o f California sardine seiners, the 58 foot limit was instituted at this 
time.

Since then, over forty years ago, farm salmon has set new standards for quality in markets and canned salmon has 
a dwindling market share. Today the lack o f  space aboard Alaskan seine boats prevents proper handling o f  the 
majority o f  Alaska’s harvest preventing the industry from moving beyond the can and into quality fresh and 
frozen markets. Providing more space for sorting and bleeding while fish are still alive and proper “rigor sensitive” 
stowing capacities is central to improving quality and returning seine fishermen higher ex-vessel prices. Lifting 
the 58 foot limit will provide for the necessary space to meet these needs.

The attached photos show the current layout and use o f  deck space and fish holding capacity on a typical Alaska 
limit seine boat. They are intended to demonstrate that the space aboard an Alaskan seiner is fully utilized and 
more space is needed for processing and holding so fishermen may improve quality and streamline the flow of 
salmon from the water into the processing plants.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

<7 . , ------

Scott McAllister.



T H E  D E C K S  O F  A  T Y P I C A L  S E I N E R
Illu s tra tions I- I l

C ab in  d eck  | W o r k  d eck  | G e a r  d eck

G e a r  d eck

W o rk  d eck

1



T Y P I C A L  L O A D I N G  A N D  S T O W I N G  O F  F I S H  O N  A  S E I N E R
Illustrations I1I-JV

Photograph by Jana M. Sucliy 0 2003

Photograph by Jana M. Sucliy ■«'> 2003

Bloody RSW

2







Q U A L I T Y  P R O B L E M S
Illu s tra tio n s IX -X

2 0  lb . K in g  a fte r  p um p in g  and  so rt in g .

Photoyniph by Jana M. Sucliy 0  2003

Gaping and bruising.

5





. t f g m i a

UNITED FISHERMFN OF ALASKA

M a rc h  9 , 2 0 0 4

S e n a to r  C o n  B u n d e , C h a irm a n  
S e n a te  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e rc e  C o m m it te e  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
S ta te  C a p it o l (M a i l  S to p  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u , A K  9 9 S 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

211 Fourth Street, Suite 110 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1172 

(907) 586-2820 
(907) 463-2545 Fax 

E-Mail: ufa@ufa-fish.org 
www.ufa-fish.org

D e a r  S e n a to r  B u n d e ,

U n ite d  F is h e rm e n  o f  A la s k a  s u p p o rts  H B  4 0 9  r e la t in g  to  th e  s ta tu te  r e m o v a l o f  th e  5 8 ’ 
le n g th  o f  s a lm o n  s e in e  v e s s e ls . W e  s t ro n g ly  b e lie v e  th e  m a x im u m  v e s s e l le n g th  l im i t  
s h o u ld  b e  re n d e re d  u n d e r  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  the B o a rd  o f  F is h e r ie s  a l lo w in g  each  s a lm o n  
s e in e  f i s h e r y  to  d e c id e  w h e th e r to  p u rsu e  re ta in in g  o r  r e m o v in g  th e  5 8 ’ l im it . A s  th e  
l im i t  is  c u r r e n t ly  in c lu d e d  in  re g u la t io n , H B  4 0 9  w i l l  n o t  c a u s e  im m ed ia te  change .

U n ite d  F is h e rm e n  o f  A la s k a  re p re se n ts  3 3  A la s k a  C o m m e rc ia l f is h in g  o rg a n iz a t io n s  and  
h u n d re d s  o f  in d iv id u a l f is h e rm e n  an d  f is h in g  re la te d  b u s in e s s e s , a lto g e th e r  rep re sen t in g  
o v e r  1 0 ,0 0 0  A la s k a  f is h e rm e n . W e  su p p o r t H B  4 0 9  an d  th a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n  
o n  th is  m a tte r .

S in c e re ly ,

M a rk  V in s e l 
E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c to r

CC\ R e p re s e n ta t iv e  B i l l  W i l l i a m s

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS
Alaska C ra b  Coalition • Alaska O r a g g e r s  Association * Alaska Longlin e Fishermon's Association • Ala ska Trailers Association • Armstrong K e t a  • A t - s e a  P r o c e s s o r s  Association 

Bristol Bay R e s e r v e  • Chignik R eg iona l  Aquacu lture Association • Chignik S e in er s  Association • C on c e rn ed  A r e a  “M" F ish erm en  • Cordova  District F i sh erm en  United 
C r a b  Rationalization and Buy ba ck  G roup  • D ou g la s  Island Pink and Chum  • Groundlish Forum • Konai Peninsula Fish ermen's  Association • Kodiak R egional Aquaculture Associat ion 

Kodiak S e in e r s  Association • North Pacilio Fishories  Association • Northern Pacilic S cal lop  C o o p e r a t i v e  • N odh ern  S o u t h e a s t  Regional Aquaculture Association 
Old Harbor  Fishermon's Association • P e t e r s b u r g  V e s s e l  Own er s  Association • Princo William S oun d  Aquaculture Corporation • Purs e  S e i n e  V e s s e l  O w n er s  Association 

S e a f o o d  Producors  C o o p e r a t i v e  • S o u t h e a s t  Ala ska R e giona l  D iv e  Fishories Association • S ou th e a s t  Alaska S e lnor s  Association • Southorn S ou th e a s t  Re gional Aquacullure Association 
United Ca t c h e r  Boa ts  • United Salmon Association • United S o u th e a s t  Alaska Gillnetlers • Va looz  F i s h er i e s  D e v e l o p m en t  Associat ion • W es t e rn  Gulf o f  Alaska F i sh erm en

mailto:ufa@ufa-fish.org
http://www.ufa-fish.org


Alaska State Legislature
"___  M.lto Cipitol

C o -C h s ir luniMii. Ak'^SOMI.O
House Finance Committee .

Subcommittee Chair "  " ---------
_  /n kVti/iiLm:

Environmental Conservation ” , * 50 Front Street. Sum: 201
Courts

Representative W illiam  K . W illiam s

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H o u s e  F i s h e r ie s  C o m m it t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  4 0 9

“ A n  A c t  r e la t i n g  to  th e  m a x im u m  le n g th  o f  s a lm o n  s e in e  v e s s e ls ; a n d  p r o v id in g  f o r
a n  e f fe c t iv e  d a t e .”

H o u s e  B i l l  4 0 9  re m o v e s  th e  s ta tu to ry  p ro h ib it io n  f o r  the le n g th  o f  s a lm o n  se in e  v e sse ls  
and  le a v e s  the  a u th o r ity  to  the A la s k a  B o a rd  o f  F is h e r ie s . T h e  b i l l  d o e s  n o t  re m o v e  the 
5 8 - f o o t  le n g th  l im i t ;  it s im p ly  g iv e s  the B o a rd  o f  F is h e r ie s  the a u th o r ity  to  g o  th ro u g h  its 
n o rm a l p u b lic  p ro c e s s  to  c o n s id e r  such a ch an ge .

T h is  b i l l  w i l l  pu t s a lm o n  se in e  v e sse ls  o n  the sam e  fo o t in g  as a l l o th e r  c o m m e rc ia l 
f is h in g  b oa ts  in  the  sta te . A t p re sen t, the  5 8 - fo o t  l im it  on  s a lm o n  se in e rs  is  the o n ly  
leng th  lim it  f o r  s a lm o n  fis h e r ie s  that is e n sh r in e d  in  sta tu te . T h e  leng th  and  s iz e  o f  a ll 
o th e r  f is h in g  b o a ts  can  b e  c h an g ed  b y  the  B o a rd  o f  F is h e r ie s .

Ketchibn. AK W 0 I 
F.is i*V7' 274-S54P

Coffman Cove •

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

Thorne P.iv



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______
Title Relating to the Maximum Length of

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date.

1

CSHB 409(FSH)
2/18/04

Fish and Game

Salmon Seine Vessels
Sponsor
Requester

Dept. A ffected: _________________
RDU Commercia l Fisheries
Component ______________________

Representative W illiams
House Fisheries

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u es

Component No. 
(Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherw ise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractua l 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & S tructures 
Grants & C laims 
M iscellaneous

TO TAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAP ITA L EXPEND ITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________________(Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/u rogram Receipts 
1037 G '"/M enta l Health
O the r (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s tim a te o f any c u r re n t yea r (FY2004) co s t: 0.0
M ark th is  b o x (X) if fu n d in g  fo r th is  b ill is in c lu d ed in th e G ove rn o r’s FY 2005 budge t p ro p o sa l: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANA LYS IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Passage of this legislation would have no fiscal impact.

Prepared by: Sarah Gilbertson______________________________________________  Phone 465-6137
D ivision Leg is la tive Liaison  Date/T ime 2/5/04 1 :26 PM

Approved by: Comm issioner Kevin Duffy_____________________________________  Date 2/5/2004
Agency A laska Department o f Fish & Game___________________
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Subject: HB 409
D a t e :  T h u , 5  F e b  2 0 0 4  1 8 :2 1 :2 4  E S T  

From: S c o o s k i@ a o l.c o m
To: R e p _ P a u l_ S e a to n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s  

C C :  R e p _ B i l l_ W i l l i a m s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s

Dear Represe Seaton:

I support HB, 409. Meeting the challenges of today's markets requires modernizing our seine fleets. For the following 
reasons HB, 409 the 58 foot limit bill is good legislation at the right time.

Abstract:
Alaska's salmon net fisheries were tooled for a canned salmon industry that developed at the turn of the last century. 
Due to complex market conditions beyond the control of fishermen, old regulations such as the 58 foot seine boat 
limit, limits the potential of Alaska's seine fishermen to maximize the earning power of their operations. Providing for 
larger vessels will increase individual capacities for volume and improve quality.

Specifically:
HB, 409 will provide fishemen enough deck space for primary processing -- sorting, grading and bleeding to improve 
quality for fresh and frozen salmon products. As seiners harvest the majority of Alaska's pink salmon, this bill will 
help move Alaska's pink salmon production out of cans and into other more modem product forms.

Thank you for your considerations in this matter.

Scott McAllister.
Alaskan purseiner.
316 Ave.
Juneau, Alaska, 99801

2/5/20041:IS PM

mailto:Scooski@aol.com
mailto:Rep_Paul_Seaton@legis.state.ak.us
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M E M O R A N D U M F e b ru a r y  1 7 , 2 0 0 4

S U B J E C T : S e c t io n a l S u m m a ry  o f  C S H B  4 0 9 ( F S H ) ;  A n  A c t re la t in g  to  the  
m a x im u m  le n g th  o f  s a lm o n  se in e  v e s s e ls  
(W o r k  O rd e r  N o . 2 3 - L S 1 3 2 8 \Q )

T O : R e p re s e n ta t iv e  B i l l  W i l l i a m s  
A ttn : T im  B a r r y

F R O M : G e o rg e  U te rm o h  
L e g is la t iv e  C o u r

Y o u  h a v e  re q u e s te d  a s e c t io n a l s u m m a ry  o f  C S H B  4 0 9 ( F S H ) ;  an  A c t r e la t in g  to  the 
m a x im u m  le n g th  o f  s a lm o n  se in e  v e s s e ls .

A s  a  p re lim in a ry  m a tte r , n o te  th a t a s e c t io n a l s u m m a ry  o f  a b i l l  is  n o t an  a u th o r ita t iv e  
in te rp re ta t io n  o f  th e  b i l l .  T h e  b i l l  i t s e l f  is  the b e s t s ta tem en t o f  its  c on ten ts .

S e c t io n  1 o f  the b i l l  am en d s  A S  1 6 .0 5 .8 3 5 ( a )  10 p ro v id e  th a t th e  m a x im u m  le n g th  o f  a 
v e s s e l th a t m a y  be u sed  in  a  s a lm o n  se in e  f i s h e r y  in  th e  s ta te  is  5 8  fe e t  o v e r a l l  le n g th  
(e x c e p t f o r  c e rta in  g ra n d fa th e re d  v e s s e ls  tha t f is h e d  in  th e  s ta te  p r i o r  to  J a n u a ry  1 , 1 9 6 2 )  
u n le s s  the B o a rd  o f  F is h e r ie s  h as  a u th o r iz e d  b y  re g u la t io n  th e  use  o f  a  la rg e r  v e s s e l in  the  
f is h e ry .

S e c t io n  2  o f  the  b i l l  p ro v id e s  that the b i l l  ta k e s  e f fe c t  J a n u a ry  1 , 2 0 0 5 .

I f  I  m a y  b e  o f  fu r t h e r  a ss is tan ce , p le a s e  ad v is e .

G U :m d r
0 4 - 0 5 0 .m d r

Sectional Analysis


