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FEB-3-2004 21:18 FROM: 1
ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS, INC.
741 Sesame Street, Suite 100 « Anchorage, Alaska S9S03
Telephone 907-663.7133 « Fax 907-563-8476
REALTOR ®

*February 3,2004

The Honorable Carl Gatto
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol Building

Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 351, relating to the devices, including carbon monoxide detection
devices, required in dwelling

Dear Representative Gatto,

The Alaska Association of REALTORS with over 1,100 members statewide supports
House Bill 351, which relates to requirement o fcarbon monoxide detection devices
installed and maintained in qualifying dwelling units in Alaska.

The Association is in favor of carbon monoxide devices in rental units in which the
tenant is responsible for maintaining the device in working condition and the landlord
responsible for replacement o f the device.

The Alaska Association of REALTORS encourages the passage of House Bill 351.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Clark
President

REALTOR'ISa roonlor.. ruuk which Idonlilioe a piolaislonol In
(Sal oslalo who subscribes la a slrlcl Code ol Elhics as a mambor

The VOICe fo r Real EState ™ In AIaSka ol Iho NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS'
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State of Alaska
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Frank H. MurkowskJ, Governor

William Tandaske, Commissioner

Testimony to HB 351 January 23. 2004
ol 4 e ramotet e Sroks Getcior b rBugnolt e i i J08E.
HB 351

Sectlon 1$a ). Issue: Address the requirement of installing carbon monoxide detectors
in all hote! and motel rooms.

Dlscdssmn 1. There is no data that supports the evidence of loss of life or in| urY
hote Sor motels from carpon monoxide, There are no exceRtlons to addr IS
and mgtest at have carbon hased fuel systems but heat their rooms by an |nd|rect
method such as hydronic in-floor or baseBoard hot water.

Discussion: ﬁSCtI0n4 M ) defines Hwellh Unit accordin toA& 34.03.360. It
my o;Flmont 1S definition 0 g/ P es ag §o© notad SS hotels an
notels (There are some exc ptons% Carbon monoxide detectors, un e smoke

et ctdrs are Hota dressed In
ullding code. When the smoke, detector law was put into place it was written to

dd ss those locations that the building code did rot cover. As written, hotels and
1oteTs WOU(id require addltlona | lan ua e |nt IS Ie |sﬁat|on 0 be addresse because

e r?qulreant IS not Identifi dAnt e building or |re code. We general ysu ort the
Installation of carbon monoxide detectors in hotels and motest at utilize ca on-
based foI but have o data to document the loss of life or Injury as we can in single

or multiple unit d veilings.

Section 4(d)(3)(A). Issue: Address the inclusion of all fuel types that emit carbon
monoxide.

Proposal; contalgsorls serwgedb a carbon based fueled appliance or device that
produces by-products of combustion.

Discussion: This change inwording incorporates all fuel types that can produce
mrbon monoxide and eliminates any product, device or fuel type loophole

QJ'—"Oﬂ

——

Office ofthe Director
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Implementation discussion: When the smoke dgetector requirement was written into
law the Division of Fire Prevenﬁlodn %entout mailers, had cont ?.ts, sp%ke at
community functjons and traveled the state to educate the public on'the benefits and
requwement? of installing smoke detectors jn their homes.. FortunateIQy todaé/, we
have more efficient methodologies to “get the word out” without all thé associated

costs of the past.

Under the %xmtlng budlﬂﬁ_t and time constraints the Division of Fire Prevention would
maximize the use of ,o Ic safety ?nnounc ments and press releasg_s through the
department’s Public Information Office. Other sources, such as media Interviews
and free_brochures from federal, private and manufacturer's sources for public
distribution are already available. Addjtionally, local fire departments, private
business partnerships and the use of the Intermet would be used to educate the
%lth The Dlvlflon cf fire prevention would work W|(tp other state agencies to

entify potentia %_rant rograms and resources to address the new recl]uwement and
address the selection, placement and m |r]1enan§e of.the dfetﬁctors through the
manufacture's recommendations, . Availa ||tg/ an varletyo the carbon m noxuﬁ,e,
(Ijneéreecgggsiﬁhdoe% | r|]r(1]|crease dramatically as market conditions respond to the public's

Other considerations: Enforcement of the new law will be problematic if not

impossible by tne JY[SIO_ cfFire Prevgntlon or [ocal authorities in deferred

jurisdictions.” The bill is directed toward private homes and tenant spaces, A
erson’s home is their castle, althou%h we can ask to check ifan aﬁzr(ﬁ)rlate carbon
onoxide detector has been placed In the home, access can be denied.

| believe that fiduciary requirements and insurance carriers will carry greater impetus
to install these detectors, once adopted as law, than any regulatory agency.

Kelly Nicolello
Assistant State Fire Marshal

Office ofthe Director
5700 East TudorRd. - Anchorage, AK 9SC-07 - Voice (007) 269-5491- Fax (907) $38-4375



Our Children at Risk Task Force

December 11, 2003

Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr.
House ofRepresentatives

Alaska State Legislature

Alaska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear State Representative Gruenberg,

Recently, you and members ofyour staffrequested information on carbon monoxide
legislation from the Children At Risk Task Force based on meetings with folks at the
National Conference o f State Legislators. Hopefully you received the packet o f
information that included copies o frecent state legislation, codes and/or amendments
from New York and New Jersey that require carbon monoxide alarms in residential

dwellings and thatyou found it useful.

| personally wanted to give you a heads up that there was an unfortunate carbon
monoxide poisoning incident in Anchorage over the weekend in which an entire family
was fatally poisoned. One person is still hospitalized from what | recall, but several
family members perished, including a few children. Anchorage Mayor Mark Begich is
currently conducting a fundraising campaign to solicit donations 0 fCO alarms to donate
to low-income families there with the hopes ofpreventing another CO tragedy. He seems
to be very affected by this incident, is very passionate about this issue and may be a great
supporterifyou arc still looking at sponsoring a bill at the state level (note that | haven't
spoken with him regarding your interest on this issue). This would also be a solid
example inyourown backyard that might heighten awareness o f the need for CO

legislation in Alaska.

[fyou need furtherinformation, please don't hesitate to contact me.

‘Laurie Bowser-Sever
Communications Manager
Phone: 919-304-8312
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July 10, 2003

Dear NCSL attendee:

Several years ago, | lost two of my three sons, Zachary and Nicholas (16 months and four years ofage) to
carbon monoxide poisoning ffom a furnace malfunction that nearly wiped out our entire family. Since the
death of my sons, | have become an advocate for the use ofcarbon monoxide alarms in all homes.

Carbon monoxide is known as the “Silent Killer" for a very good reason - you don't know it is there. CO
attacks without warning - you can’t see it, smell it or taste it and symptoms mimic the flu. CO is the #1 cause

ofaccidental poisoning deaths in the U.S. and accounts for 40,000 emergency room visits, 20,000 health-
related injuries and 2,000 deaths annually.

| can assure you that my family was no different than yours or families in your district We simply didn’t
know what CO was or that we were at risk. As someone who survived a deadly carbon monoxide incident, |
can tell you that you don't know what's happening to you - until it's too late. Only an alarm can alertyou to
the presence of carbon monoxide hefore itbecomes life threatening.

Carbon monoxide is a natural by-product of combustion in fuel burning appliances. A toxic spill can happen
atany time due to a faulty furnace, blocked chimney, cracked vent pipe or clothes dryer with a blocked vent.
Electric-only homes are just as susceptible to this household threat because a car left idling in an attached
garage, a gas-powered generator used during a power outage or a charcoal grill brought indoors or operated
too close to the home can cause hazardous consequences.

Smoke alarm legislation has been successful in reducing the number of fire-related deaths in our
communities. Now, itis time to look at carbon monoxide alarms in the same way - as a critical piece of home

safety equipment that belongs in every household, rental property and lodging facility.

New York, New Jersey and Rhode Island are three states with laws requiring carbon monoxide alarms in
homes, lodging facilities and rental properties. Many other cities and towns have similar requirements. By
sponsoring carbon monoxide legislation, you can help your state and its constituents save lives and prevent
injuries, especially among younger family members who are at greater risk to carbon monoxide exposure.

Your help is urgently needed today! |_urge_VQuJo stop by hooth 837 at the National Conference of State
Legislators meeting July 23-25 in San Francisco where members of the Our Children at Risk Task Force,
including myself, will be available to discuss the importance of passing carbon monoxide legislation in your
state. We can provide model legislation and any additional information you may need to aid in this important

effort.

Ifyou'd like further information prior to the conference, please don't hesitate to contact us. | look forward to
meeting you.

Sincerely, /I~

Cheryl Bint
Chairperson, Our Children at Risk Task Force

541 N. Fairbanks, Suite 2040 « Chicago, Illinois 60611 « 1-877-COFACTS
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April 16,2004

Senator Con Bunde

Chairman, Senate Labor and Commerce Committee
State Capitol, Room 506

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Bunde,

The American Lung Association o f Alaska enthusiastically
supports House Bill 351, requiring carbon monoxide detectors in
Alaskan homes. ALAA is the lead agency in Alaska in the fight for
lung health and has been active in educating the public about the
importance ofCO detectors, especially during the winter months.

ALAA views this legislation as an important step for Alaskans to
protect their families from carbon monoxide poisoning, the leading
cause ofaccidental poisoning in the United States. Tragically,
nearly 300 Americans die every year and thousands more seek
medical attention from carbon monoxide exposure in their homes.

However, wc can protect ourselves from what can become a
deadly problem. Requiring carbon monoxide detectors in our
homes is a simple step toward preventing any more tragedies like
we've seen this winterin Anchorage and we urge your support.

Sincerely,

Christie Garbe, CEO
American Lung Association o fAlaska


http://www.aklung.org
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Frequently Asked Questions About Carbon
Monoxide Detectors

What is carbon monoxide (CO) and why do I need a carbon
monoxide detector?

Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless, tasteless and toxic gas produced as a by-product of
combustion. Any fuel burning appliance, vehicle, tool or other device has the potential to produce
dangerous levels ofcarbon monoxide gas. Examples of carbon monoxide producing devices commaonly

inuse around the home include:

« Fuelfired furnaces (non-electric)
+ Gas water heaters

* Fireplaces and woodstoves

+ Gas stoves

« Gasdryers

« Charcoal grills

« Lawnmowers, snowblowers and other yard equipment
« Automobiles

The Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) reports that approximately 200 people per year are
killed by accidental CO poisoning with an additional 5000 people injured. These deaths and injuries are
typically caused by improperly used or malfunctioning equipment aggravated by improvements in
building construction which limit the amount of fresh air flowing in to homes and other structures.

While reqular maintenance and inspection of *as burning equipment in the home can minimize the
potential for exposure to CO gas, the possibility for some type of sudden failure resulting in a potentially
life threatening build up ofgas always exists.

What are the medical effects of carbon monoxide and how do |
recognize them?

Carbon monoxide inhibits the blood's ability to cany oxygen to body tissues including vital organs such
as the heart and brain. When CO is inhaled, it combines with the oxygen carrying hemoglobin o f the
blood to form carboxyhemoglobin. Once combined with the hemoglobin, that hemoglobin is no longer
available for transporting oxygen. How quickly the carboxyhemoglobin builds up is a factor o f the
concentration o f the gas being inhaled (measured in parts per million or PPM) and the duration of the
exposure. Compounding the effects o f the exposure is the long half-life of carboxyhemoglobin in the
blood. Half-life is a measure of how quickly levels return to normal. The half-life ofcarboxyhemoglobin
isapproximately 5 hours. This means that for a given exposure level, it will take about 5 hours for the
level ofcarboxyhemoglobin in the blood to drop to halfits current level after the exposure is terminated.

The following table describes the symptoms associated with a given concentration ofCOHb:

http://www .freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaq.htm] 9/30/2003
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% COHb Symptoms and Medical Consecjuences

10% No symptoms. Heavy smokers can have as much as % COHb.
15% Mild headache.

25% Nausea and serious headache. Fairly quick recovery after

treatment with oxygen and/or fresh air.
30% Symptoms intensify. Potential for long term effects

especially in the case of infants, children, the elderly,
victims of heart disease and pregnant women.

45% Unconsciousness.

50%+ Death.

Since one can't easily measure COHb levels outside ofa medical environment, CO toxicity levels are
usually expressed in airborne concentration levels (PPM) and duration o fexposure. Expressed in this
way, symptoms ofexposure can be stated as follows:

PPM CO Time Symptoms

35 PPM 8 hours Maximum exposure allowed by OSHA in the
workplace over an eight hour period.

200 PPM 2-3 hours Mild headache, fatigue, nausea and dizziness.

400 PPM 1-2 hours Serious headache- other si/]mptoms intensify.
Life threatening after 3 hours.

800 PPM 45 minutes Dizziness, nausea and convulsions.
Unconscious within 2 hours. Death within 2-3
hours.

1600 PPM 20 minutes tg:\dache dizziness and nausea. Death within

our

3200 PPM 5-10 minutes Iileﬁdache, dizziness and nausea. Death within

our,

6400 PPM 1-2 minutes Headache, dizziness and nausea. Death within

25-30 minutes.
12,800 PPM 1-3 minutes Death.

As can be seen from the above information, the symptoms vary widely based on exposure level,
duration and the general health and age on an individual. Also note the one recurrent theme that is most

http://www .freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaqg.htm] 9/30/2001
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significant in the recognition of carbon monoxide poisoning- headache, dizziness and nausea. These 'flu
likelsymptoms are often mistaken for a real case ofthe flu and can result in delayed or misdiagnosed

treatment. When experienced in conjunction with a the sounding ofa carbon .nonoxide these symptoms
are the best indicator that a potentially serious buildup ofcarbon monoxide exists. This comment will be

returned to later.

What are the different types of carbon monoxide detectors and
how do they work?

There are anumber of different types and brands ofcarbon monoxide detectors on the market today;
They can be most easily characterized by whether they operate on household current or batteries.
Underlying this, in most cases, is the type of sensor employed in the detectors operation. Detectors using
household current typically employ some type o fsolid-state sensorwhich purges itselfand resamples
for CO on aperiodic basis. This cycling ofthe sensor is the source ofits increased power demands.
Detectors powered by batteries typically use a passive sensor technology which reacts to the prolonged
exposure to carbon monoxide gas.

Are some types of detectors better than others? How do | select
the best detector for me?

Regardless o fthe type ofsensor used all detectors sold on the market today should conform to minimum
sensitivity and alarm characteristics. These characteristics have been defined and are verified by
Underwriters Laboratory in their standard for carbon monoxide detectors UL 2034. This standard was
most recently revised in June of 1995 and went into effect in Octoberof 1995. This revision specified
additional requirements regarding identification o f detector type, low-level (nuisance) alarm sensitivity
and alarm silencing. Under no circumstances should one purchase a detector that is not UL listed.

Each ofthe two types ofdetectors mentioned previously has applications in the home along with
associated advantages and disadvantages. The proper detector for each application or installation should
be chosen based on the application requirements and the products specifications. The following are the
principle advantages and disadvantages of the two different type detectors:

Characteristic Household Current Battery Operated

Cost $30-50 $30-50

Ease of Installation More difficult- requires Less difficult. Can be
outlet near detector or placed anywhere needed.
‘hard wiring".

Maintenance No maintenance required Re(1uires periodic
during life of product replacement of
(5-10 years). Detector battery/sensor module
sensor becomes more every 2-3 years at a
sensitive with age. cost of ~$20.

Reaction Time/Exposure  Gives continuous display Reaction time depends

http://www .freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaq.htm 9/30/2003
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Level Display of CO levels updated on concentration level
every few minutes. and duration of
exPosure. Display
inform ation is limited,

Reset Time Will reset immediately Reset time depends on
once CO problem is exposure concentration
corrected. and duration. Mar

require removal o

sensor pack. A silence
button, however, is now
provided/required.

How many carbon monoxide detectors should | have and where
should I place them?

The Consumer Product Safety Commission recommends a detector on each floor ofa residence. Ata
minimum, a single detector should be placed on each sleeping floor with an additional detector in the
area ofany major gas burning appliances such as a furnace or water heater. Installation in these areas
ensures rapid detection ofany potentially malfunctioning appliances and the ability to hear the alarm
ffom all sleeping areas. In general, carbon monoxide detectors should be placed high (near the ceiling)
for most effective use. Detectors should also not be placed within five feet ofgas fueled appliances or
near cooking or bathing areas. Consult the manufacturers installation instructions for proper placement

ofadetectorwithin a given area.

What are the most common causes of carbon monoxide detector
alarms?

There are many conditions which can cause a carbon monoxide detector to alarm. Most are preventable
and few are actually life threatening. Ideally through proper placement of the detector and education of
the users the numberofpreventable calls can be minimized and activation will only occur in the more

serious situations.

Preventable causes o fCO alarm activation and the recommended preventive action are as follows:

Cause Preventive Action

Inadequate fresh air venting of the Have a heating contractor install a
home. fresh air makeup system in the home
Running _(TJas powered equipment or Gas powered equipment or vehicles
automobiles tn a home or garage should never be operated within a

home or garage- even if the garage
door is open. Since most homes are
tyf)lcally at a lower pressure
relative to outside air, the gas can

http://w Avw .freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaqg.html 9/30/2003
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actually be drawn into the home. -

Charcoal grilling in the home or Charcoal grilling is a tremendous
producer of carbon monoxide gas.

garage. _
Charcoal grills should never be
operated In the home,

Malfunctioning appliances or All fuel burning appliances or

equipment in the home. equipment in the home needs periodic

inspection and\A;)r_eventive _
maintenance. hile all fuel burning
appliances w ill produce some CO gas,
regular preventive maintenance can
keep this to a minimum.,

Malfunctioning or overly sensitive  Buy onl){ UL Listed alarms conforming
alarm . to the latest revision (June 1995)
of UL standard 2034. This revision
includes new requirements to minimize
nuisance alarms.

While many causes can be prevented others can not and may occur unpredictably. Not only are these
problems harder to predict but they also tend to be more serious in nature. Examples o f these type

problems are:

« Cracked furnace heat exchanger.
« Malfunctioning furnace or water heater.

« Blocked chimney.
« Otherunpredictable events- vehicle left running in garage, gas powered device placed near ffesh

airvent to home, etc.

Minimizing preventable events allows everyone to take other less preventable and predictable events
more seriously.

What should I do when my carbon monoxide detector goes off?

First and foremost, stay calm. As mentioned previously most situations resulting in activation ofa
carbon monoxide detector are not life threatening and do not require calling 911. To determine the need
to call 911, ask the following question ofeveryone in the household:

"Does anyone feel ill? Is anyone experiencing the 'flu-like’ symptoms ofheadache, nausea
or dizziness?"

Ifthe answer to the above by anyone in the household is true, evacuate the household to a safe location
and have someone call 911. Failure to evacuate immediately may result in prolonged exposure and
worsening effects from possible carbon monoxide gas. The best initial treatment for carbon monoxide

gas exposure is fresh air.

http://www .freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaqg.html 9/30/2003
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Ifthe answer to the above by everyone in the household is no, the likelihood ofa serious exposure is
greatly diminished and one probably does not need to call 911. Instead, turn o ffany gas burning
appliances or equipment, ventilate die area and attempt to reset the alarm. If the alarm wiill not reset or
resoimds, call a qualified heating and ventilating service contractor to inspect your system for possible
problems. Ifat any time during this process someone begins to feel ill with the symptoms described
above evacuate the household to a safe location and have someone call 911.

What can | expect to happen if I call 911?

What to expect when calling 911 is based on the polices and procedures of the public safety agencies
serving yoiurcommunity and will vary from area to area. Most public safety agencies are, however,
recognizing the dangers posed by carbon monoxide gas and are adopting similar procedures to the ones
described below. These procedures are based on information developed by the International Association
ofFire Chiefs (IAFC) and other national and regional associations. The objective o f these procedures is
to quickly determine the severity o fthe situation and provide the proper emergency response. The
following isa summary ofwhat one can expect to happen if the call 911 because a carbon monoxide

detector is sounding:

When initially calling 911 be prepared to provide the following information:

« Youraddress.
« The type ofdetector that is sounding.
« Whetherornotanyone is feeling ill with 'flu-like" symptoms as previously described.

« Whetherornot everyone has evacuated the residence.
« The reading on the detector (if known or available)

The dispatcher will determine the response required based on the answers to the above- most
significantly whether or not anyone is feeling ill.

Ifanyone is feeling ill and/or you can notor have not been able to evacuate everyone, law enforcement,
medical and fire personnel will be assigned to the call on an emergency basis. Law enforcement to assist
with the immediate evacuation o findividuals, medical to treat any victims and fire to monitor for CO
gas and assist with the other activities.

[fno one is feeling ill, you may be advised to contact your local heating contractor or gas company to
assist you or, more likely, fire personnel will be dispatched on a routine basis to monitor for CO gas and

advise ifa 'real' carbon monoxide problem exists.

As mentioned previously, response policies vary by community and you may wish to call your local fire
orpolice non-emergency number to ask what their particular policies are. An example standard
operating procedure for CO alarms is attached. This policy is based on the IAFC model procedures and
has been adopted by the Hennepin County Fire Chiefs Association as their 'standard’ policy for fire
departments which are part o f that association.

Where can | get further information concerning carbon
monoxide detectors?

http://ww w .freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaqg.htm 9/30/2003


http://www.freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaq.html

Carbon Monoxide Frequently Asked Questions Page 7 o f7

Several manufacturers ofcarbon monoxide detectors offer toll free numbers for additional information
regarding their products. These numbers are as follows:

Manufacturer Number

American Sensors §00-387-4219

Enzone 800-448-0535

First Alert 800-323-9005

Jameson §00-779-1719

Nighthawk 800-880-6788

Quantum 800-432-5599

Radio Shack Contact your local store
S-Tech 800-643-5377

Additional information with product ratings is contained in the July 1995 Consumer Reports issue on
home safety products. One word of note regarding the ratings in this issue- the products tested have
probably since be replaced by updated models conforming to the revised UL 2034 standard which took
effect in October 1995. Check with the manufacturer for current information.

This information provided as a public service by the Hamel Volunteer Fire Department.
Comments or questions concerning this document should be directed to:
H. Brandon Guest, Chief
Hamel Volunteer Fire Department
92 Hamel Road
Hamel, Minnesota 55340
(612) 723-5400
guestbCa) FFeenet.msp.mn.us
URL -http://freenet.msp. mn. us/people/guestb

Copyright 1995, H. Brandon Guest and Hamel Volunteer Fire Department
Rights to reproduce grantedprovided copyright information and this statement included in their
entirety. This documentprovidedfor informational purposes only. No warranty with respect to
suitabilityfor use expressed or implied.

http://ww w .freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaq.html 9/30/2003
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Narbon Monoxide Questions and Answers

ConsumerProduct Safety Com mission

Carbon Monoxide Questions and Answers

CPSC Document #466

1 What is carbon monoxide (CO) and how Is It produced In the home?

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, poisonous gas. It is produced by the incomplete
burning of solid, liquid, and gaseous fuels. Appliances fueled with natural gas, liquified
petroleum (LP gas), oil, kerosene, coal, or wood may produce CO. Burning charcoal produces

CO. Running cars produce CO.

2. How many people are unintentionally poisoned by CO?

3. What

o o o o

4. What

Every y6ar, over 200 people in the United States die from CO produced by fuel-burning
appliances (furnaces, ranges, water heaters, room heaters). Others die from CO produced while
burning charcoal inside a home, garage, vehicle or tent. Still others die from CO produced by
cars left running in attached garages. Several thousand people go to hospital emergency rooms

for treatment for CO poisoning.
are the symptoms of CO poisoning?

The initial symptoms of CO poisoning are similar to the flu (but without the fever). They include:

Headache

Fatigue

Shortness of breath
Nausea

Dizziness

Many people with CO poisoning mistake their symptoms for the flu or are misdiagnosed by
physicians, which sometimes results in tragic deaths.

should you do to prevent CO poisoning?

Make sure appliances are installed according to manufacturer's instructions and local building codes.
Most appliances should be installed by professionals. Have the heating system (including chimneys
and vents) inspected and serviced annually. The inspector should also check chimneys and flues for
blockages, corrosion, partial and complete disconnections, and loose connections.

Install a CO detector/alarm that meets the requirements of the current UL standard 2034 or the
requirements of the IAS 6-96 standard. A carbon monoxide detector/alarm can provide added
protection, but is no substitute for proper use and upkeep of appliances that can produce CO. Install a

CO detector/alarm in the hallway near every separate sleeping area of the home. Make sure the
detector cannot be covered up by furniture or draperies.

Never burn charcoal inside a home, garage, vehicle, o tent.
Never use portable fuel-burning camping equipment inside a home, garage, vehicle, or tent.
Never leave a car running in an attached garage, even with the garage door open.

Never service fuel-burning appliances without proper knowledge, skills, and tools. Always refer to the
owner's manual when performing minor adjustments or servicing fuel-burning appliances.

Never use gas appliances such as ranges, ovens, or clothes dryers for heating your home.

Never operate unvented fuel-burning appliances in any room with closed doors or windows or in any

lo/icnrwa ii.m
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room where people are sleeping.

° Do not use gasoline-powered tools and engines indoors. If use is unavoidable, ensure that adequate
ventilation is available and whenever possible place engine unit to exhaust outdoors.

5. What CO level is dangerous to your health?

The health effects of CO depend on the level of CO and length of exposure, as well as each
individual's health condition. The concentration of CO is measured in parts per million (ppm).
Health effects from exposure to CO levels of approximately 1 to 70 ppm are uncertain, but most
people will not experience any symptoms. Some heart patients might experience an increase in
chest pain. As CO levels increase and remain above 70 ppm, symptoms may become more
noticeable (headache, fatigue, nausea). As CO levels increase above 150 to 200 ppm,
disorientation, unconsciousness, and death are possible.

6. What should you do If you are experiencing symptoms of CO poisoning?

If you think you are experiencing any of the symptoms of CO poisoning, get fresh air
immediately. Open windows and doors for more ventilation, turn off any combustion appliances,
and leave the house. Call your fire department and report your symptoms. You could lose
consciousness and die if you do nothing. It is also important to contact a doctor immediately for
a proper diagnosis. Tell your doctor that you suspect CO poisoning is causing your problems.
Prompt medical attention ir important if you are experiencing any symptoms of CO poisoning
when you are operating fuel-burning appliances. Before turning your fuel-burning appliances
back on, make sure a qualified serviceperson checks them for malfunction.

7. What has changed in CO detectors/alarms recently?

CO detectors/alarms always have been and still are designed to alarm before potentially
life-threatening levels of CO are reached. The UL standard 2034 (1998 revision) has stricter
requirements that the detector/alarm must meet before it can sound. As a result, the possibility
of nuisance alarms is decreased.

8. What should you do when the CO detector/alarm sounds?

Never ignore an alarming CO detector/alarm. If the detector/alarm sounds: Operate the reset
button. Call your emergency services (fire department or 911). Immediately move to fresh air --
outdoors or by an open door/window.

9. How should a consumer test a CO detector/alarm to make sure it Is working?

Consumers should follow the manufactuor's instructions. Using a test button, some
detectors/alarms test whether the circuitry as well as the sensor which senses CO is working,
whilethe test button on other detectors only tests whether the circuitry is working. For those
units which test the circuitry only, some manufacturers sell separate test kits to help the
consumer test the CO sensor inside the alarm.

10. What !Is the role of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) in preventing CO
poisoning?

CPSC worked closely with Underwriters Laboratories (UL) to help develop the safety standard
(UL 2034) for CO detectors/alarms. CPSC helps promote carbon monoxide safety awareness to
raise awareness of CO hazards and the need for regular maintenance of fuel-burning
appliances. CPSC recommends that every home have a CO detector/alarm that meets the
requirements of the most recent UL standard 2034 or the IAS 6-96 standard in the hallway near
every separate sleeping area. CPSC also works with industry to develop voluntary and
mandatory standards for fuel-burning appliances.

11. Do some cities require that CO detectors/alarms be Installed?

On September 15,1993, Chicago, lllinois became one of the first cities in the nation to adopt an
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ordinance requiring, effective October 1,1994, the installation of CO detectors/alarms in all new
single-family homes and in existing single-family residences that have now oil or gas furnaces.
Several other cities also require CO detectors/alarms in apartment buildings and single-family

dwellings.

12. Should CO detectors/alarms be used In motor homes and other recreational vehicles?

CO detectors/alarms are available for boats and recreational vehicles and should be used. The
Recreation Vehicle Industry Association requires CO detectors/alarms in motor homes and in
towable recreational vehicles that have a generator or are prepped for a generator.

Send the link for this page to a friendl Consumers can obtain this publication and additional publication information
from the Publications section of CPSC's web site or by sending your publication request to info@cpsc.gov.

This document is in the public domain. It may be reproduced without change in part or whole by an individual or
organization without permission. If it is reproduced, however, the Commission would appreciate knowing how it is
used. Write the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Office of Information and Public Affairs, Washington,
D.C. 20207 or send an e-mail to info@cpsc.gov.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths,
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or
mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as
toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent
decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years.

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this
release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpsc.gov.

Consumer Safety (Home) | Abcut CPSC | Library | Business
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Anchorage, Alaska, Dec. 7 - An Anchorage mother was
fighting for her life Sunday after losing her husband and

three children.
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Thirty-three-year-old Rita Arts is the only memberof her
family to survive high carbon monoxide levels in their
Hillside home. The four deaths of her husband and three kids
had people rushing to hardware stores Sunday to buy carbon
monoxide detectors.

AtHome Depot, employees began to see the rush to buy
CO detectors the moment the doors opened. The demand was
s0 high, people forced the store to move all remaining
detectors to a display in the front.

Stores like Home Depot are reporting the sales increase of
CO detectors after the four deaths at 8100 Robert Dr. in Bear
Valley. Saturday, Firefighters found the bodies of42-year-old
David Arts and his three kids Taylor, Ann Marie and Willem,
ages 11,8 and 3, respectively.

They found Rita Arts unconscious in the hallway next to
her daughter, Ann Marie.

Alaska Regional Hospital has reported Rita Arts in critical
condition and is being treated in a hyperbaric chamber every
eight hours.

The fire department has not determined why the Arts home
had such high levels of the carbon monoxide poison and does
not suspect foul play.

The family has a CO detector, but it was apparently left
unplugged.

Many thati ormed home improvement stores for the CO
detectors did so to prevent such a tragedy from striking their
family. One such man, Mark Stevens, bought three detectors.

"I saw it on the news. | thought I would pick one up for
each floor of my house...I'll pick up three," said Stevens.

NEXT STORY »

IORE'L'OCTOJEWS' ON MSNBC
» Against the odds, Wasilla soldier gets home for Christmas
» Some soldiers get holicay break, others still in Miclle East
» Alaska celebrates 50 years of TV, and story of 2 friends
J Ado&t—a—Cat shelter needs funds to feed felines
» Alaska among 24 states with severe flu outtreaks
» Counterfeit products can hurt or kill you
» Mountain View Kmart store could become city offices
» More Local News
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Afghanistan
on Saturday,
mistakenly
killing nine
children,
officials said.

MMX RAM/ IfwAIUUKed r «tt

AFGHANE”AN:US.stermayhavemiswdterwrmt

ContinuedJrom .4-1
fing. Gen. Lloyd Austin, has ap-
pointed a team of military police-
men, doctors, a lawyer and a nureo
lo invesUgutc the deaths, Hilfcrty
said The military will nlso provide
aid to the village, he said.

The deaths of so many children
ebockod Afghans nnd foreign offi-
cials. The United Nations luu called
for an Investigation and for the find
togs to bo made public. The UN.
spokesman in Kabul, Manoel tie Al-
meida c Silva, said the deaths would
have a "negative impact" on (he pop-
ulation, which is already unhappy
with tho presence offoreign military.

Tho U.N. secretary general, Ko-
fi Annan, expressed "profound sad
oobs" nl the deaths and warned that
too fight against lerrortsrn “can
noth« won at'lhe expense ol tono
cqnt lives"

if isspecial envoy in Afghanistan,
Lakhdar Brahiml, said that Ihc tod-
denl followed similar madcnls and

thRi$jljtts' to a sense of Insecurity
Inthe country.

' Gperatlrxi Avalanche, in south-
ern and caalorn Afgbanbtan, “is the
largestaw: have ever designed," 1UI-
forty sgid at the coalition military
headquarters at Bogram, north of
the capital, Kabul The enemy "lan't
going |[p know when wo hi! Ho Isn't
going to know what we're doing"

‘Right now, Td say there's four
infantry battalions involved" of
around 500 men cadi, Hilfcrty said.
SomuiAfghan National Army and
militll forces Aiso will bo involved,
be said

Hilfcrty gave - o details about the
operation, Including when It started
or what provinces were targeted

Tkliban fighters have stepped up
attacks — particularly against aid
workers and civilians — in provinc-
es near the Pakistani border and In
Ghazni and Zabul provinces south of
Uio capital.

Oo Monday, one Pakistani engi-

neer was shot dead and his Afghan
driver was wounded when gunmen
attacked their vehicle on the main
Kabul Kandahar highway in Ghazni
provinco. A second Pakistani engi-
neerwas mbsing. and two escaped

4 \Rrench U.N. worker was
gudncd down last monlh in Ghaz-
ni, and three International workers
were kidnapped in past weeks.

Hie wave nf Taliban attacks
against old workers, U.S. soldiers
and Afghan government officials
has belied American clnims that it
is winning the war to stabilize lhc
country. Two yean alter tho fall ol
(he TYrlrbnn. 11,704 soldiers, main-
ly Americas, remain in Afghanistan
on combat missions against tho Tal-
iban and their allies, remnants of
al-Qalds and followers of renegade
warlord Gulbuddin ffekmatyar.

But Saturday's alrstrike high-
lighted the risk that a heavy U.S.
mililary hand may only nhcnalo Af-
ghan civilians.

"Every innocent who is killed has
brolhers, uncles, sisters and neph-
ews, nnd behind them Ihc tribe,"
said Sndokhan Ambarkhll, deputy
governorol Paldika, ono ol Uic most
dangerous provinces for coalition
(mops and their Afghan allies. "If 10
people are killed, bow many people
are saddened?"

The push announced Monday fol
lews Operation Mountain llcsolvo,
which involved about 1,040 troops to
stabilize a remolc northeastern re
gion bordering Paldslan. That op-
eration, ivhlch was launched Nov. 7
and ended this weekend, caw only
minor skirmishes

Tho cumber of U-S troops In Op
cralion Avalanche appeared to bo
bigger than the March 7002 Opera-
tion Anaconda, one of the heaviest
battles In Thc US.led campaign In
Afganbtan, in which 2,000 American
and allied Afghan forces participated.
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secure container — at the lime and confined In
solitary In a navnj brig for nearly three monlhs
while the military completed Us Investigation
When Ihc investigation was finished last mexitt)
and he was released, tho military's now charges
involved keeping pornography oo hb government
computer and having an extramarital affair, both
violaUons of Ihc mililary code ofpistico.

The mililary docs not contend lhat cither of
those offenses are related to any security breach,
cs bul that they were violations discovered in Ihc
course of tho investigation. But Yee's civilian de-
fense laivycr. Eugene Fldcll, has said the charges
were added vindictively as part ofan effort lo cov-
er up the military's mistake and ovcrreactkm.

“1think It b quite disgraceful Ihat Ihb officer's
reputalioo was lambhed in a way lhat can nev-
er be repaired,” FldoD said Monday He hooca the
presiding judge will recommend dumbsal of the
rhrirmut utorfi he rhnnu'terered ax “trivial and In

However inconsequential they might be, the
testimony of Wallace oo Monday produced great
rguito for rise and hia familyand probably forthe
ueutcnioL Under questioning bya proaocutor and
lhc judge, Wallace, who testified under a grant ol
Immunity from prosecution for her own behavior,
said the relationship was social and romantic

"Was it sexual?” asked Col. Dan. Trimble, die
presiding officer. “Vfcs, sir," she replied.

“Whsl docs Il mean to have a sexual relation-
ship?" Trimble asked "We had sex together," she
said, estimating having done so about 20 times at
hb quarters and hers. She said that she knew bo
was married because he told her.

Ybe’i wife, who waa born In Syria nnd wore
a Muslim bead covering and a long black cost,
wcut outside the courtroom and began sobbing
on a bench. When Wallace walked out, Yee's wife,
wentafter her with her daughter in Iter arms.

“rim happy now?" shouted Yoc Inches '
Wallace TlestrovinBa family?"

herand said: “You know whal? You need to speak
with him."

Yee walked back to the courtroom and shout-
ed on epithet al Wallace.

The court also henrd testimony from bw en-
forcement offidab at Jacksonville who had de-
tained Yee on Sepl 10. One, a customs inspector,
testified via telephone that he had been told to
scrutinize Thewhen he got olf the flight from Jack-
sonville because ho might be carrying classified
Information FSdcll. rirc'a lawyer, said thal such
testimony showed thal the discovery of any suspi-
cious papcri was not a result ofa random search,
rise's friends have suggested that tho authorities
nl Guantanamo resented him because of the way
he minislercd to and looked out for Ihc Interests of
the moitjy Muslim prison population there

Atthe end ol tho hearing. Trimble b supposed
to majorsa recommendation from a list ol options
Jhat range from » rineral court martini to an ac-
qulUal. Yco fiookup to 13 vcanr In prison if tried
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A manager at Lowe's Home Improvement
Warehouse on TYrdor Road said hb store has sold
more than 29 of the devices In the past two days.
There are still some in stock —ranging from *27
to M0 — and Uic store put in a rush order for
more, ho said. Sales also were up at Wal Mart,
sold Marty Howard, a manager at the South An-
chorage store.

Mayor Mark Beglch's press secretary, Ju-
lie Hasquct, said the mayor Is asking for dona-
tions for carbon monoxide detectors for a give-
away next week. Some corporate sponsors nave
stepped up, she said. DonoUons can be made to
Uic Red Cross and dropped off at Us headquar-
ters al 235 E. Eighth Avc.

"Everybody here b devastated,” Hasquct
said. “The mayor was very upsel and we all talk-
ed about what could wc do, and that's how we
came up wilh Uic Idea."

Thmi Powell, who has knotvn too Arises for
otrout 12 yearn and lives near Urclr home, said
Dave Arts used lo be toe Bear VaUcy Community
Council president and Rila Arts was formerly In
charge ol Uic local Parent Thachcr Association.
The Artoca would pilch in to keep toe restrict-
ed access roads In Bear Valloy plowed and would
help anyone who got stuck in the snow, she said

‘Three years ago when my husband broke his
hip, Dave came over to sit with my husband and
care for my husband,” Powell said. "They wcro
just so warm and loving and caring to everyone.
They would have helped nnyono in need.”

Powell said toe accident has been difficult for
everyone in Bear Valley.

"l don't know how anyone could go to work
today,"” she said. "They were very well loved by
Urelr neighborhood.”

Powell said (he tragedy has to be particular-
ly hard for Bear Valloy Elementary, where too
Arises' two daughters went to school and Rila
was toe former ITA president

Anchorage School District spokesman Rog
er Fiedler snid counselors were on hand at the
school Monday to talk to parents, students and
staffers and will stay throughout too week. "It's a
very close community out there "

Officials said neighbors told them toe Arises
had a carbon monoxide detector In thclr home
bul it was unplugged because they were rcmod
cling and gelling ready to move.

Dave Arts, a cargo pilot for Csthoy Pacific
Airways since 2000, wan about to move to Hong
Kong, the airline’s hub city, to lake ajob as a pas
scnger pilot, friends and airline offidab said.

Nationwide, about 500 people a year d» from
occidental exposure to carbon monoxide, accord-
ing lo federal statistics. Kcmpton said Ihc Anchor-
age Fire Department has responded to 144 carbon
monoxide alarms so far this year. Last winter, six
people, Including torec children, were saved nl nn
Anchorage trailer park alter n 811 dispatcher re-
alized a caller and her family were suffering from
carbon monoxide poisoning during toe call

“Tire only sure way to mako aurc that some
thing like Thb doesn't happen Is to have a carbon
monoxide detector,” Kcmpton said. He roccm-
mended buying one with an Underwriters Labo-
ratory rating on toe packaging.

= FDR MORI safety ups. visit top ‘jtsur
Natural Gas Co. Web site via
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m BEAR VALLEY: Four
members of Arts family died;
mother still in hospital.

R Ty RN

An improperly vcnlfiated gas fun
nace caused a Bear Valley home to 111
wilh carbon monoxide over the week-
end, killing a man and his three chil-
dren ar.d leaving the mother of the
(amity in critical condition, olfldals

Panel looks
at linting
puil-tas

mSENATORS: Should
$25.2 million operation
just serve charities?

By SEAN COCKERHAM
Anchorage Deiry Newi

JUNEAU -Think puil-tab
charitable gaining permits in
Alaskajust goto charities?

Well,you're wrong.

Sure, the American Lung As-
sociation of Alaska, Uic Special
Olympics of Alaska and various
youth sports programs all have
state puil-tab permits. But so do
groups like Home Builders As-
sociation of Juneau, the Flur-
banks Area Sheet Melal Work-
ers, the Alaska Democratic Par-
ty and tho Anchorage Republi-
can Women's Club.

On Monday, a legislative sub-
committee took un whether tn

m onoxide traced

said Monday.

Anchorage Fire Departmentspokes-
man Tom Kempton said Investigators
determined lhat the fresh-air Intake
vent on David nod Rita Arts' furnace
had been intentionally blocked, per
haps lo keep cold air from getting in-
to Uie house.

Kcmpton did not immediately know
what blocked the vent But, he said, aa
the temperatures dropped outside and
tiro furnace worked hander, the blocked
vent caused fumes to be drawn from

ALASKA'S

the furnace room into Uie living areas
ofthe home

Authorities acre called to Uic res-
idence on Robert Drive around noon
Saturday by a concerned neighbor who
went to check on Uie family after they
missed some appointments.

Firefighter* found Dovid Arts, 42, in
his bed oo the third floor. Wilecm, 3, and
his sister Thytor, It, were found in their
beds in a chared room on Uie second
floor. Ann Marie, B and Rita, 33, were
discovered together in a hallway out-

MONDAY NIGHT
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side Uic children's bedroom. Everyone
but Rita was dead, officials said. She
was rushed to Alaska Regional Hospi-
tal, where she remained Monday. Her
condition was not released.

Initial carbon monoxide readings in
Uie Arises' home showed mare than 700
parts per millton. Levels of 150 ppm are
sufficient to kilL

Kempton said investigators did not
find any evidence thata vehicle parted
in an attached garage was the source
of the carbon monoxide. The car was

ON THE LOOKOUT AT FORT RICHARDSON
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to poorly vented furnace

not running when oulhoriUcs arrived
Saturday and it still had abouta quar-
ter of a tank of gas, he said. There was
no soot stain near Uie vchliclo’s ex-
haust, which would have been consis-
tentwilh an idling engine, he said. The
cardidnothave a remote starter.

The tragedy has shocked Anchor
age and Bear Valley, and many reei-
denta have rushed out to buy carbon
monoxide detector* for Uidr homes.

S ff Back Page, FURNACE

m OPERATION AVALANCHE: U.S.
targets those who target rebuilding.

1E}IySTEPHEN QRAHAM
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KABUL, Afghanistan — The U.S. military
launched ita largest postwar offensive against
Taliban nnd al-Qaida insurgents Monday, sending

2,000 soldiers into e lawless swath of Afghanistan
In n.il rfnwn a wave nfaiiarks
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DEATHS:N eighborfound bodiesscalledpolice
Carbon monoxice

Continuedfm n .i-1
tn his bed. Toyloron a ranuress next to the
bed Ann Marie, 8, andt her mother, Rita
Avria, 33, were found lying side by side th n
hallway outside the childbeds room.

*1 don't know if lhat means anything or
not," paramedics battalion chief Khri So-
reosensold

Fire and utility ofliauis Saturday rughl
were still trying lo determine the source of
the carbun monoxide.

The first firefighter inside “found (he
mother with some signsn( life and got her
out ol the house tmmuiiiately,” Kempton
said

“Tfcla la n very horriBh tragedy to have
happen anytime of tlrr year, let alone
Chrislmaj," Kempton said

Officials said a conmmed relative or
friend who lives nearby went to check on
tho Arts family Saturdaybecause they had
missed several appointments. The woman
had a key to (be house, ahnme with u spec-
tacular view of the mountains, and let her-
selfin, Keraptoa said TRitwoman found the
bodies and called 91L

Carbon monoxide, a byproduct of com-
bustion, is leths] if inbatini [or an extended
period It gets Into the binod and robs (he
blood of oxygen. Early symptoms of expo-
sure include headache;, ttitigue, shortness
of breath, nausea and contasioa

Kempton said cartssa monoxide can
come from a variety ofl sources, such as
a malfunctioning furnace, a gas-burning
generator or nn idling sue Carboa monox-
ide tends to concentrate on upper floors
In homes because it is lighter than air, So-
rensen sold

Initial carbon monosiiili readings al the
Arises* home came basdfcat 715 parts per
minion, Kempton said “That's very high.”

Levels of 150to 200 ppm ore sufficient lo
kill, according to a Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission publieaiiim. More than 200
people the every year imthe United States
from carbon monoxide produced by fuel-
burning appliances, aamrding to the pub-
licslion

Rita Arts was rushahto a local hospital

WHCT tS IT; Apoisonous, cotodess, odogess
ana lastciess gas mat resulo from the incom-
plete burning of natural gas and other material
containing carbon, such as gasoline, kerosene.
0d. propane, coal or wood.

COMMON SOURCES,; Idling vehicles, mal-
functioning or improperly used fuel-burning

and then moved to a facility with e pressur-
ized chamber, Kempton said “Tho only way
to treat this is lo force more oxygen into the
body by higher pressure,” Kemptna said

Sorensen sold investigators were told
lhat there wua s carbon monoxide detector
In the house but lhat It had been unplugged
while Uie Arts family remodeled their home
to getready to move.

Friends of the Arises' stopped by the
home Saturday while fire investigators,
firefighters, police and Enstar official*
worked inside trying to determlno where
the carbon monoxide came from.

“What happened? What happened?"
asked one frantic woman, who showed up
with a man. The woman began to cry. The
couple said they had been trying to contact
the family since the everting before.

Friends said the Arises were getting
ready to move overseas Walter Yankaus-
kas, who fives across the street, said Dave
Arts was a cargo pilot for Cathay Pacif-
ic Airways. He was about to start work as
a passenger pilot and needed to move to
Hong Kong, the airline's hub dty, be said.

Cathay Pacific Airways could not be
reached Saturday.

The Arises planned a party next week-
end to mark their move. The invitation waa
posted oo a neighbor's refrigerator:

Dave Arts waa known in the Bear Vk>
ley neighborhood (or plowing bis neighbors”
driveways and tor keeping Robert Drive
passable for everyone.

“Yau notice how it’s 40 feet wide up here
and it's 15 feet wide down there?* Ysnkaus-
kas said, gesturing down the steep, snowy

appliances such as ovens, space healers and
furnaces.

srWTOMS: Headache, tabgue. nausea, short-
ness of breath, confused thinning. Can cause
death if enposed for encoded periods of bme
MORE INFO, KCUIMNQ SAfETTTPS;
vrtvw.cpsc.gw/cpsccub/pu0V466. litmi

Family members die from
carbon monoxide poisoning
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road. "That'a because of Dave."
Th~f werejust great people,” Yonkaua-
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Kemptoc encouraged all Anchorage res-
idents to Install carboa monoxide detectors
in their homes.

“They're readily aynfiable at almost oil
hardware stores,” he said. “They’re not
very expensive. They even make com-
bined smoke and carboa monoxide detec-
tors new."

Six people, including three children,
were raved In an Anchorage trailer park
but winter after a 911 dispatcher realized
s caller sad her family were suffering from
carboa monoxide poisoning during (he cal

aM, icsovwrteaeobw Braftcan as mresd it
ttvMOwXuxn or257-4321
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Continuedfrom <-!
about trail dangers ahead. The
board had previously rejected
her request to run with one or
two visual interpreters on snow-
machines.

On Saturday. Scdoris’ father,
Jerry Scdoris, said the deci-
sion not to run next March was
based on several (actors.

Using a dog sled instead oi

I'd.
nm

a snowmachme doubled the board rej
team's original budget, esti- gquest for
mated it 140.000 to 550.000, interpret!
Scdoris said. A snowmobib Letter
manufacturer also pulled Its ctsw> or
sponsorship, he said. “That's :Worilla
about a 540,000 turnaround two UR.
rightthere.” al Woroei
His daughter, a veteran of evrn the
several stage races in the Low- senled d
er 40. also needs to get accus- Martin it
tomed to relying on a visual In- Supreme
terpreter oa a vied rather than cartoath
on a snowmobile, he said. The di
Rechael Scdoris was the on- Iditarod
ly rooloe of a record 50 entered cord hold
in the race who did not attend a la hosting
mandatory meeting Saturday st long mac
the Millennium Alaskan Hotel Lakeknc
She did not officially withdraw be doen
by Saturday, but the is no loo- longs inti
ger eligible lo race because at- -That_
tendance at the meeting waa Busersai
required of all rookie mushere, But 1
said raco msrehrj Mark Nord- from Was
man. fechnga.'
Scdoris' absence oo Satur- theracel
day caught some of her peers pettng fa
by surpnae. where pi
"I looked for her, and I didn't feefingr.”
sec her. | seen her picture in Scdort
tho paper a few times, and | and3J0-o0
thought, well I'd probably meet races she
her there,” said Gary McKel- forthe Ili
tan a 46-year-old Waailla mush- She wi
er running the race for the first rod. be sa
time. JR—
Scdoris' bid to race gained nosiyitsw
national attention nftor the iwdvsaaa

RESCUE:PiIotspendsa nightin the cold a f rcrashingplane ink

Continuedfromet-0

A nurse at Providemar Alas-
ka Medical Center saiifi Stra-
han would stay in the itnspltal
aa long aa It took fur hkafini to
warm up.

He declined to sprnlt to
lire media but could tie heard
through the curtain of iha hos-
pital room desorbing hasordeal
lo friends and family rcambera.
Strnhan'i rescue came rough-
ly 24 houra ofter he leffiSlhmll
Field on Friday aftcmaun.on a
solo flight In his CessnaCl 172.

He aid not file a filghttpliur.

Sindian's wife apparent-
ly called firefighters whin her
husband was wuvcrdi* The
Alaikn National Guard and Civtl
Air Pntrol started searv'hng of-
ter internewing Stratum's wife
about places her husband typi-
cally flew to.

The resulting scardb area
was 2.400 square milendrai en-
compassed Eidulna late, the
Chugach Range, Lake George,
Knit, and Big Lake, smutMajor
Chris Kobt, senior resmu con-
(roller with (he Guard.

"Il would have umtb ev-
erybody’s life so muclb easier
if wed had a flight plton" Ko-
bisoid

Stratum laid rescue-ufliaals
that the plane crashed about
3 p.m. Friday while he was at-
tempting lo land at Brld Air-
strip oo the lake's east and

“He waa doing a lauds and
go to pack a route on lihr air-
strip and lest the alrsinffto see
how soUd it waa," said Amyot,

who added that Stratum's plane
had wheels, not skis.

“It sounds like the third or
fourth time be tried to make a
landing, his wheels started sink-
ing in and things got s little tip-
py," Amyot said.

"He started to take ofl again,
but it slowed him down a little
bit and he hit a stump of drift-
W<I)|0d that got washed up In tale
toll.”

Aroyot said (he plane then
apparently skidded across the
lake shore and plunged through
the ico. The plane sank.

He had to swun about ISO
feel to shore,” Amyot said.

Stratum etched the word
“help” in the shoreline snow.
He saw rescue helicoplere over-
head bul didn't gel (jictr atten-
tion. Amyot said

He found (he EUulne Al-
ex Cabin nearby end spent the
night there

The tiny log trapper's cab
In waa supposed to be removed
several years ago by the Ekhit-
na Corp.. Amyot said It has no
stove or fireplace.

“He broke a bunch of spruce
bowa and set up a little bed in
there," Amyot said

The National Weather Ser-
vice doesn't lake on official
reading tn the Eldutna area,
bul a forecaster there sold that
It couldn't have been wanner
than 10 degrees Friday night
and early Saturday.

“Our winters are unforgrv-
ing in Alaska," Kobi said. Sirnh-
an "ought to go play the lottery

rtw, m tOOl GAVBV

Rescuers escorted Wade St/ahan, s battalion chief In the Anchorage Ere Department, to a heltcoptor at
the Eklutna Ranger Station. The man on the left gave Strahen his cwn socks to wear. Stnhan had landed
at the Eklutna airstrip and when ha bled to taka off again Iha plane crashed Into the lake. Strahin got

out of the plam, swam to shore and spent the night In a nearby cabin,

right now."

Stratum on Saturday set
out walking He had "one eight
miles when, less than two miles
from the ranger station, he en-
countered several skiers.

The sklen text messaged po-
lice on a cell phone and skied to
the ranger station. where they
found Amyot and the caretaker
Chandra Caieert

The pair hopped on snowma-
chines and headed for Slrah-

on. Amyot taking the lower trail
oad Caleert taking the upper
route. Caleert found him about
1:30pm, Amyot sold.

They got Strahan back to the
ranger stebnn and gave him hot
tea and patched a phone call
through to lus wife.

Police arrived soon, su did an
Alaska Air National Guard HH-
60G Pavehawk helicopter crew
from Kulia Air National Guard
Base.

James Conley, a police offl-
cer on scene, was omaied by
Sirahen's ordeal He said thc
firefighter had on wet, faded
bluejeons, boots, nnd *s cou-
ple layers oo top." One of tha
guardsmen took off his own
warm socks to give to Stratum.
ConJey said.

“"He didn't haw a dance to
get anything out of the aircraft,
he told me,” Conley said “ll'a
an incredible story m terms of

= Dwilma
artaanrtv
231-4509

tics

absolutely humii

|RAQ.M any lraqgis in Sunnitriangleh d tac

Continued/nmt-o-I
theircars through the line Over to one
side, an Iroqi man nomad Tariq mut-
tered Inanger.

“I'see no difference brtween us nnd
the Palestinianshe said "We didn’t
expect anything like llba alter Sad-
dam fell.”

The practice of destmving buildings
where Insurgents are suspected of
planning or mounting oiouks has been
eicpH for (Uriflfut hv l«nsall «<aMUt« In

recently traveled to Israel to glean les-
sons learned from their counter tor
ronsl operations In urban areas."”

Vane Is the deputy chief of staff tor
doctrine concepts and strategy, at the
UR Army Training and Doctrine Com-
mand.

American officers here say thctr
new hard-nosed approach reflects a
more realistic appreciation of the mifi-
lary and political realities faced try U.S.
wilrtiera in the Sunni trinnole the area

hitting hack pretty hard We've forced
them to slow down the pace ofiheir op-
erations.”

In Ihat way the new American ap-
proach seems to shore the success-
es of the Israeli military, at least in the
short term; Israeli officen comead
that lheir heavy-handed strategy reg-
ularly stop* catastrophes like suicide
bombings from taking ptoce.

“If you do nothing. they will just get
strvwiprr” ulrt Martin van frp-ielH

Tlie grenade went straight into the
sergeant's cheat. With Uic Bradley still
smoldering. Uic soldiers of the 1st Bat-
Udion. 8Ui Infantry, part of the 4th lo-
fantry Division, surrounded Abu Hisb-
roa and searched for Uie guerrillas.
Soldiers began encasi ig Uie town in
razor wire.

The next day. an .'mcrican Jet
dropped a 500-pound bomb on the

house that had been used to attack
thpm Til* AmuflAOM erroclel< 1A

guerrilla*,

In Tikrit, rer
home they said
American tanks
ready left they s

“I watched |
that house," sak
lives down Uien

US. officer* i
have destroyed

kriL In a recent
nh*w ewrilsintel
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ily membeni were found dead Imw*

Father, three children perish on Hillside; m otherfig h tin g fo r lfe

By TATABOUMi BRANT and ZAZ HOLLANDER
AncrioraC* DUyNotso

A father and hia three children died after car
hon monoxide saturated the air in iheir Bear Val-
ley home. Ore officials said Saturday.

Anchorage lirefighters Found Ihc four dead in
bedroom* and a hallway of (he (hrce-story flob-
ert Drive home when they were summoned lo
the scene shortly after noon Saturday by a neigh-
bor. The mother waa found unconscious in a halh
way. was rushed to the hospital and waa fighting
for her life late Saturday night

Firefighters did not know how long the fami-
ly had been dead. Police said seme victims were
still in their nightclothes.

David Aria, 42, waa found dead in hia bed
on lhe third floor, Anchorage Fire Department
spokesman Thm Kempton said.

Wilem, 3, and hia sister Taylor, Il, were found
in their shored room on Ihc second floor, WUem

Set Burk Fate, DEATHS

New tactics make U.S. troops safer,

anger

= OET-TOUQH: Strategy
similar to approach Israel
uses in occupied territories.
By DEXTER FIIXINS

TheH n Tiati Times

ABU HISIfMA, Iraq - Aa the

have begun imprisoning the rel-
atives of suspected guerrillas in
hopes of pressuring Uie insurgents
lo turn themselves m.

The Americans embarked on
Iheir get-tough strategy in early No-
vember, Uie deadliest month yet for
U.S. forces in Iraq, with 61 soldiers

INSIDE
mATTACKHUS CHLWtOI: US.-led
an alack against suspected lemma In
Afghanistan killed tune children as «el as

the Intended taiget
Pa*» A*

Tha Arti family
lived at 8100
Robert Drive.
Da-rid Arts,

42; daughters
Ann Marie.

8, and Teytor,
11; and ion
Willem, 3. died.
Rita Arts waa
taken to Alaska
Regional
Hospital.

lraqis

tacka on Arne, lean troops, lragi d-
viliana line up to go in and out, fil-
ing through an American-guarded
checkpoint, each carrying an Identi-
fication card printed In English only.

“If you have one of these card*,
you can come and go,” coaxed LL
CoL Nathan Sassaman, Uie battel-

N o
for b
must

m IDTTAROO: Rachaf
misses mandatory n

<

By ZAZ HOUANDER
AncMa** M , Nm

After preaauring Id
rod Tkail Sled Dog Race
ritli to allow her torunt
special coaxceaaiona, a le
fy blind woman from Ore
failed to show up foea a
datory rookie* meeting |
unlay and will not compel
nextyear's race.

Rachael Scdoria. a
year-old muaher from Br
Ore., waged an aggreaa
high-profile campaign this
to get race officials to b
rules harming outside aco
modatlooa.

Scdoria suffer* from <
genital achromatopsia, a
reditary condition thal
pain her central vision
makes it hard tor her to
the from ot her team,
critic* feared the coDdi
could threaten her safety
that of her dogs and po«
olher muaher*.

In September, race
nal* voted to let her run
Iditarod with help from tn
siatanl oo a separate dogt
who would radio waral

See Auk Aa*/. SCOO

ane s
man sp
night Ir

» EKLUTNA: He sla>
cabin overnight, wa

By KATIE PELZNECKEA
A D Ho*

An Anchorage draftgh
plane into Eklutna Lake
swam to thore, (pent a fra
per' cabin, then walked e
era stumbled upon him at
said Saturday.

Battalion Chief Wade
age Fire Department's SI
idence Alaska Medical =
night, dehydrated, cold ar
CoL Stove PoiiLsch. an Al
spokesman.

Dan Amyot, the park ra
that when they Initially ft
urday walking along Uic
fighter was mildly to mod
and “a little bit out of IL*
anowmaehine to the rang



SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
FOR
CARBON MONOXIDE
(Continued)

How do You Reduce or Eliminate Production of CO?
There are many ways to eliminate or reduce the production of CO in your home and the envi-
ronment. Here are some ways to accomplish this:
#1. Have your gas oroil burning appliances and chimneys inspected by a certified technician
annually.
#2. Provide adequate ventilation when using appliances in confined spaces such as your home,
garage, camper, motor home, ice fishing house or tent. It is also important to remember that any
combustion process uses up oxygen which can result in asphyxiation and promote the produc-
tion of Carbon Monoxide.
#3. Insure the proper amount of combustion air is available and return air is sufficient for the
properoperation of your appliances.
#4. Insure you have no exhaust leaks in your chimney's auto exhaust system.
#5. Have your appliances, vehicles and internal combustion engine equipment tuned up on a
regular basis.
#6. Check your appliance pilot lights to insure proper combustion. Refer to your owners manual
for proper flame height and color, or consult a certified technician.
#7. Insure proper chimney height and diameters on all heaters and stoves.

Carbon Monoxide Monitors:
It is advisable to install CO Monitors in all areas where CO could be produced. Remember CO

is lighter than air and travels up in the air column. Due to air flow in buildings it is not advis-
able to install CO monitors on awall or ceiling closer than 8-10 inches from their intersection.
There are battery powered, hard wired and color coded monitors available at most hardware or
safety supply stores.

If you suspect that you have aCO problem in your heating system or appliance, contact a cer-
tified technician for an inspection. If you are experiencing signs and systems of CO exposure
leave the involved area and contact your local emergency services.

Sourdough Fuel Heating Division will be glad to assist you in any way possible to insure the
properoperation of your heating system. Call 456-7798 for information or assistance.

1555 Van Horn Rd
Fairbanks, AK
456-7798
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CARBON MONOXIDE
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W hatis Carbon M onoxide?

Carbon Monoxide (commonly referred to as CO) is a colorless, odorless, toxic,
flammable, lighter than air gas. It is produced by an incomplete combustion proc-
ess that can be witnessed in an air tight wood stove or propane burning appliance.
In can also be present during any internal combustion process including vehicle
engines, heaters and stoves. Even camp fires and smoking tobacco products pro-

duce CO.

Carbon M onoxide Properties

CO is colorless and odorless. Therefore it is almost impossible to detect without
proper monitoring devices. It has a very wide Flammable Range with a Lower Ex-
plosive Limit of 12.5% and an Upper Explosive Limit o f'74%. This means that
when CO is mixed with air it will ignite in the presence of an ignition source
when mixed with air by volume at 12 % through 74% CO concentrations.

CO is lighter than air, it is about .97 compared to air at 1 in weight. It will rise to
the upper levels of an enclosure then bank down to the floor levels if not venti-
lated by natural or mechanical means. CO is a toxic gas. When breathed in it com-
bines with blood much more quickly than oxygen. This can cause toxic reactions
and possible death. The amount of CO considered toxic to the human body as well
as signs and systems of exposure can be found on the attached Material Safety

Data Sheet, commonly referred to as an MSDS.

/Mirdou”™ h

1555 Van Horn Rd
Fairbanks, AK
456-7798
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Carbon-Monoxide Primer

HOW TO MONITOR YOUR HOME AND PROTECT YOUR FAMILY FROM THE DEADLY GAS

For the first 6,000 years of human civi-
lization, carbon monoxide wasn't a big
problem in the home — unless, perhaps,
you lived next door to a volcano. To be
sure, the deadly gas has always been
around and in the general atmosphere to
some degree. And even cave dwellers
with a fire near their rocky shelter's
er'mnce got a bit of extra carbon-monox-
ide gas from the incomplete burning of
hydrocarbons (i.e., the wood). So
humans have been breathing carbon
monoxide to a negligible degree since the
dawn of civilization. But it wasn't until
housing became more and more airtight
in the last hundred years or so, and fossil
fuels became an increasingly popular
means of heating, cooking and traveling,
that carbon-monoxide poisoning became
a serious threat in the home.

Now the odorless, colorless gas seems
to be everywhere, and in increasingly
dangerous amounts. From walking
behind the lawnmower or stripping paint
from the living-room baseboards to using
space heaters, aging furnaces and gas
cooking stoves, we live with more and
more carbon-monoxide gas (also known
as CO gas) nearly every day. Even the
morning commute to work gives many
people a dose of the toxic gas, particu-
larly if you sit for long periods of

time in bump-

BEDROOM

Unventod space heater

GARAGE

Auto exhaust fumes

Operating barbecue grill in enclosed area

Powered outdoor equipment operated
close to homo

22  SMART HOMEOWNER

er-to-bumper traffic. So the list of organi-
zations concerned about CO-gas over-
doses has gotten longer and longer.

"W e got our start in the early 19S0s,"
says Melissa Heeke, spokeswoman for
the Chimney Safety Institute of America
in Plainfield, Ind. "That’s when the issue
of wood-burning stoves made it neces-
sary for people to be more aware of chim-
ney safety issues,” notes Heeke, whose
organization certifies chimney sweeps.

Indeed, regardless of fuel type, proper
venting of appliances is foremost among
the CO-gas issues facing modern-day
homeowners. Depending on whose sta-
tistics you read, anywhere from 200 to
1,600 annual accidental deaths are
attributable to CO poisoning, making the
problem significant enough for the aver-
age homeowner to take steps to prevent a
mishap. But first it's important to under-
stand the enemé.O St |th

ea

Carbon-monoxide gas is pretty decep-
tive, even though most people think it's
pretty obvious. Yes,
the smell of

auto ex-

LIVING ROOM

Gas or wood
burning fireplace

BASEMENT

BY KEN TEXTOR

haust fumes — the best-known source of
CO gas — is easily identifiable. But what
you smell is not CO gas, which is actually
odorless. Likewise, charcoal grills give off
plenty of CO gas, and do so long after the
smell of lighter fluid disappears. But again,
you can't smell it. Many paint strippers
also pump CO gas into the air as their
chemicals react with the paint. But apart
from the smell of the stripper, most people
don't know they are inhaling CO gas.

The symptoms of CO-gas exposure
are also misleading. Headache, drowsi-
ness and a feeling of malaise or irritability
are the preliminary signals. But after a
couple of hours in afternoon commuter
traffic, most drivers may attribute those
symptoms to the stress of endless stop-
and-go movement or encounters with
road-raged drivers. Likewise, the nausea
and a rundown feeling associated with
winter flu bugs may actually come from a
malfunctioning heating system or even
the gas cookstove in the kitchen. The
advanced symptom of CO poisoning is
unconsciousness, followed by the poten-
tial for brain damage and eventually
death.

Exactly bow CO gas works on your
body is a bit sneaky, too. Essentially, it

chemically blocks your blood’s ability

to pick up oxygen and cany that
vital gas to

cells and

Improperly installod or faulty gas
clothes dryer, fumaca or water heater



organs. Thus, with doses of CO gas, you
are slowly and gently asphyxiated. The
process works much more quickly on
people with cardiovascular or pulmonary
diseases and conditions. For people with
heart and lung problems, a dose of CO
gas can trigger a heart attack, dangerous
coughing spa&mospor botti_.
revention

W ith all this in mind, it's a good idea
to take steps to prevent CO gas from get-
ting into your living space. "That's why
we recommend you have your chimney
and furnace flues inspected by a chimney
professional at least once a year,” says
Heeke of the CSIA. She notes chimneys
and furnace flues can be blocked during
the warmer months by industrious birds
or during the heating season by soot and
creosote buildups. As these deposits
accumulate, it gets harder nnd harder for
combustion by-products to escape,
increasing the likelihood of CO gas build-
ing up in the house.

Bathroom and cooking range fans can
be another reason CO gas will build up
within the living space. In modem, tightly
sealed houses, a bathroom or cooking-
range fan can create negative Pressure in
the house. Although that may sound like
a New Age term, it actually means the air
being forced out of the house by the fan
is being replaced by air coming into the
house via the furnace flues and chimney.
That air often contains CO gas, particu-
larly during the winter, when all the win-
dows are closed tightly and the furnace
runs regularly. To prevent negative pres-
sure, you should crack open a window
near the fan while the fan is running.

Indoor space heaters and nonelectric
cooking stoves can also be a source of
CO gas. The combustion standards for
older space heaters and nonelectric cook-
ing stoves (generally speaking, before
1985) were not as stringent as they are
today, Likewise, even today’s indoor (OS-
sil-fuel appliances must be run according
to manufacturer specifications, which
may include an annual inspection by an
appliance technician. You can also
roughly check out your appliance's
capacity to burn at top efficiency (and
thereby reduce CO-gas emissions) by a
visual inspection of the flame. Gas appli-

ances must burn with a blue flame

WANSTEfthomeonrenreg com

throughout Any yellow in the flame is an
indication of incomplete combustion,
possible CO-gas emissions and a good
reason for a call to an appliance repair
technician. In wood-burning appliances,
any smell of smoke, soot buildup on
viewing ports or the fire dying out on its
own is an indication of trouble. Again,
contact the appliance’s manufacturer ora
furnace expert for advice.

Garages are also notorious for intro-
ducing CO gas into the living space.
Unless your garage is completely
detached from the house, there is usually
a chance of CO-gas infiltration simply
from starting the car in the morning.
Obviously, letting a car, lawn mower, gen-
erator or other gasoline-burning device
run continuously in the
garage is a bad idea. Also,
burning a charcoal grill, using
large amounts of paint strip-
per or even running the gas
grill in the garage is unwise.

To make an attached
garage safer, start with block-
ing off any second-story pas-
sageways between the house g
and the garage. Frequently, |
even when a builder installs b/o
airtight doors between the-s
garage and house on the first
floor, the attic spaces are left open. The
two buildings should be sealed off from
each other. Also be sure to open the
garage door before you start your car and,
once started, immediately pull the vehicle
out. Unlike cars of 20 years ago. today's
modern vehicles don't need warm-up
time to protect internal engine parts.

Open windows also can be a source of
CO gas. ldling lawn mowers, emergency
generators and misplaced exhaust ports

from chimney-less furnaces have all been

Concentration* Symptom

sources of CO gas that entered the build-
ing and overcame occupants. Prevention
in these cases is a matter of exercising a
bit of extra caution and/or
following manufacturer
installation and operation

guidelines for the appli-

" 00 Detectors

Even if you take all
steps possible to prevent
CO gas from entering your
home, accidents do hap-
pen. That's where a CO
detector comes in.

“We think every home
in America should have at

least one carbon-monox-

Homeowners are
able to detect
potential CO haz-
ards, such as
blocked chim-
neys, themselves,
but they should
rety on
professionals to
remedy such
conditions.

ide detector,” says Ken Giles, a
spokesman for the Consumer Product
Safety Commission. He says about 20
percent of homes today have a CC detec-
tor in them, compared wilh 90 percent of
homes having one or more smoke alarms
in them. “We’d like to see CO detectors
as common as smoke detectors,” Giles
says.

Indeed, some states and municipali-
ties are making CO detectors part of their

Luilding-code requirements. New Jersey,

Throbbing headache, nausea, irritability, difficulty concentrating
Severe headache, dizziness, fatigue, confusion

Respiratory failure (collapse), seizures (collapse)
Severe respiratory failure, low blood pressure, fatal coma

0-10 Usually no symptoms
10-20 Headache, angina in heart patients
20-30
30-40
40-50 Rapid breathing and heartbeat, fainting
50-60
60-70
70 + Rapidly fatal coma

*Percent of hemoglobin carrying CO

Source: hOCA, March/April 1993
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Tips for Clean Indoor Air in Alaska aJUb’'kot
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About Carbon Monoxide Alarms: ~3 1 7

Carbon monoxide alarms should meet Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. standards,
have a long-term warranty, and be easily self-tested and.reset to ensure proper
operation. Some carbon monoxide alarms may have dual'functions, such as smoke
and carbon monoxide alarms. If these dual units were to*go into alarm, do not
wrongly assume they are malfunctioning in tire absence of smoke.

Battery powered devices should have the batteries chan%ed yearlg (pick a date that
you will remember, such as birthdays or holidays for changing batteries). The
Consumer Products Safety Commission recommends that a carbon monoxide
detector be placed on each levelofyourhome, with a minimum ofone near each

sleeping area. . ; 'm/.m A,

What to Do ifthe CO Alarm Goes Off:
eCheck to see if any member ofthe household is experiencing symptoms of
*

immediately or fi e

*[fnoone is feelmgsymptoms open windows and doors to allow rresh air
in-and notify your'tfi’ e||uP]p i<5iutylake'sure to;turn off all potential sources

0f CO— youroil of gas furnace, gaswaterheater gas range and oven, gas

dryer gas or kerosene space heater and any vehicle or small engine.

* Have a qualified techmcian inspectyourfuel burning appliances and chimnej
to make sure they are operating correctly and that there is nothing blocking
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Tips for Clean Indoor Air in Alaska
Vroys a
i
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; 1 % o
You can'tsee or smell carbon monoxide, but at high levels it can kill. Carbon
monoxide (CO) isa colorless, odorless, tasteless, and toxic gas. It is produced as
a by-productofall combustion processes. Any fuel-fired appliance, vehicle, tool
or other device has the potential to produce dangerous levels of CO. When
appliances are keptin good working condition, they produce little CO. Improperly
maintained or operated appliances, however, can produce fatal CO concentrations
inyourhome. TTie Consumer Products Safety Commission reports that more than
200 people in the United States die ffom CO poisoning every year. When carbon
monoxide is inhaled, it bonds with part of the red blood cells called hemoglobin.
This results in alack of oxygen to the blood cells. The brain and the heartrequire
large amounts of oxygen and quickly suffer from any oxygen shortage. Because
carbon monoxide reduces oxygen delivery to the brain, persons with elevated
levels of carbon monoxide-do not think clearly and may not even recognize the

warning signs. High concentrations of carbon monomde cankill in less than five
n = kel a— nervous system,

CO poisoning symptoms may mimic flu symptoms. Common symptoms include
headache, fatigue* nausea,"dizziness and confusion. Continued exposure can lead
to vomiting, weakness andjdifficuity breathing. High exposure may result in loss
ofconsciousness,cp ri™"AiIM A 1S pl,Piresence of CO may worsen underlying
heart disease by causing heart irreqularity and muscle weakness.' Because the
symptoms mimic so mahyjlinesses; CO poisoning is often misdiagnosed.

What to Do in an Emergency: A
If you believe thatyou are suffering from CO poisoning:
*Open doors and windows and leave the vicinity |mmed|ately r
« Notify your fuel supplier or a competent mechanical contractor. I
Linform your primary health provider that you were exposed to CO. CO_ \?
pofsoning can often be diagnosed*by a Wlood test, if'done soon after .1 1% {i)
the exposure. e [l

Tips: | .
*Never bum charcoalinside a home, garage, vehicle, drtent r EL;
* Never use unyentecj fuel-burning camping eqU|pm ent inside a home, garagd,
vehicle, or tent] 7
*Never leave a vehicle pinning in an attached garage 1and m|n|m|ze the amount f
oftime the vehicle is in the garagp \yhen you start it eacHimonimgi'eveii withf
the.garage door open.iMoye the vehicle outas'sdon as possibleafter starting. |;

such as ranges. Ovens, or clothes dryers for heating m
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Your Homo
Maonitoring Levels,
OfCarbon Monoxide

Starting Nov. 30, all newly corutrucud
on*- or rwo-family home* and co-op and
condominium iptnm tnu » New York
muit have carbon menaaod? alarm*  nm
Installed. By Jay Romano /

YOUR HOME

M onitoring
Carbon

M onoxide

By JAY ROMANO

U NDER onew state law that take* ef-
fect In New Yorkon Nov. 30, *I1newly
constructed oo©-family home*, two

family homes and coop and condominium

apartments musthave carbon monoxlda
alarms Installed. The law also requires ex-
isting homes and apartments to have car-
bon monoxide alarms Installed before they
can be sold.

And InNew Jersey,where existing state
law requires carbon monoxide alarms In
multifamlly dwellings, rooming houses and
hotels, legislation Introduced In the State
Senate last month would require carbon
monoxide alarms In all newly constructed
one- and two-family homes and In existing
homes when they are sold Ifa certificate of
occupancy Isrequired for the sale.

The Increasing attention to the dangers of
carbon monoxide comes after at least nine
people in the region — four family members
Inahome In Colonlo. N.J.; a 76-yearold
woman In Carteret, N.J.; a husband and
wife In Queens; and an 80-vear old woman
and herdaughterIna Brooklyn apartment
building — died of accidental carbon monox-
ide poisoning within the last month.

"Reports of entire families killed Iniheir
homes by carbon monoxide poisoning high-
lights the Importance of this legislation,”
sold State Senator Joseph Palnla, a Republi-
can from Ocean Township, sponsor of the
proposed legislation In New Jersoy. “Inex-

. .-nilve carbon monoxide detectors could

hove prevented those tragedies."

In New York, Assemblyman Joseph Mor-
elle, aDemocrat from Irondequolt, the spon-
sor of the law that will take effectat the end
of this month, said the proven success of
smoke detector laws uisplred him to push
foralaw requiring carbon monoxide detec-
tors and alarms. “As smoke alarm laws
were enacted, more of these life safety de-
vices went Into homes and death rates from
fire have declined,” Mr. Morelle said. "It's
now time to look at carbon monoxide alarms
the same way."

Dr. Edward P. Krenzelok, director of the
poison center Inthe Children's Hospital of
Pittsburgh, said carbon monoxide Is anatu-
ral byproductof combustion whenever an
organic fuel Isburned. "W e're talking about
wood, natural gaa, healing oil and gasoline,
toname a few,"” Dr. Krenzelok said. "And
once you have produced carbon monoxide,
you need to vent Itoutto the environment."”

While most peoplu know that It Is ex-
tremely dangerous to allow an automobile
torun Ina closed garage, he sold, people
genera" donotrealize thatany number of
combusuon appliances Ina house can result
indangerously high levels of carbon monox-
ide Ifthey ore not properly vented.

Sfje jNeUr ork Stines
Real Estate

Moreover, Dr. Krenzelok said, people
made I'1from carbon monoxide often are
notaware of the cause of their Illness. “Car-
bon monoxide poisoning Is called ‘the great
Imitator," he sold, explaining that the
symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning —
headacho,nausea and muscle weakness —
are thesame symptoms commonly associ-
ated with the flu.

While most people who are exposed to
nonlethal levels of carbon monoxide fully re-
cover,about 10 percentof those who are ex-
posed to the gas, which Is tasteless, colorless
and odorless, develop delayed neurological
and bihavloral problems like memory loss
and behavior change.

Infanta, the unborn and elderly people ore
atgreater risk than the general population.
“A fetus Isparticularly vulnerable because
fetalhemoglobin holds onto carbon monox-
ide five times longer than the mother's
blood,” Dr. Krenzelok said. "And a senior
citizen with pre-existing heartdisease could
be more atrisk foraheart attack because
the carbon monoxide may limitthe amount
ofoxygen being released to the heart.”

Dr. Krenzelok pointed out that there are

Under a new law in New
York, carbon monoxide
alarms must be installed
beforaa home is sold.

generally two ways to preventacci-
dental carbon monoxide poisoning.
The first Isto ensure lhat carbon
monoxide Isnot allowed to build up In
a house, and the second lato alertoc-
cupants if Il does.

Robert Bellini, president of Varsi-
ty Plumbing, Heating and Air Condi-
tioning In Flushing, said homeown-
ers who use any organic fuel to heat
their house — Including wood, oil, gas
and coal —should make sure that the
products of combustion are being
properly vented to tho exterior.

“All It takes Is for a bird or asquir-
rel to build a nest Inyour chimney,
and youcan end up with dangerous
gases backing up Into your home,"
Mr. Bellini said. He said thateven If
achimney Isonly partially obstruct-
ed by an abandoned nest, the ob-
struction could reduce the ability of
the chimney to ventgases from the
house. And on windy days, Mr. Belli-
niaald, thowind may create a back
draft Inthe chimney that pushes
combustion gases back Into the
house.

"The mostcommon cause ol'car-
bon monoxide In a house Is faulty
heating equipment,” Mr. Bellini said,
pointing out thatcracked or Improp-
erly sealed vent pipes from the fur-
nace or boiler could allow carbon
monoxide toescape Into living areas.

Andwarm air furnaces — which
use whatis known os aheat exchang-
er to heatidrthntlsthen circulated
throughout the house — occasionally
develop cracks thntresultIn carbon
monoxide being distributed by the
heating system Itself.

Accordingly, Mr. Bellini sold,
homeowners should consider hiring

Sunday, November 10, 2002
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a professional to Inspecttheir heat-

ing system — using devices thntcon
delecteven small amounts of carbon
monoxide — at the beginning of each
heating season.

Otherpotential sources of carbon
monoxide In tha home are Improper-
ly vented gas-fueled water heaters
and clothes dryers, gas-orwood-
fueled fireplaces and stoves, kero-
sene heaters and even gas-fueled
cooking stoves and ovens.

In fact, there are so many poten-
tial sources of carbon monoxide In
many homes, the only way to be sure
thatdangerous levels of the gas are
notbuilding up Isto Install acarbon
monoxide detector and alarm.

Ed LeBlanc, president of the resi-
dential and commercial divisions of
KJdde, a Mebane, N.C., manufacturer
of home safety products, said there
are anumberofdifferentcarbon
monoxide detectors and alarms on
the market, costing about *18 togSO.

Detectors that have been approved
by Underwriters Laboratories, Mr.
LeBlanc said, sound on alarm when
specific levels of carbon monoxide
are present for certain amounts of
time. Forexample, l.asold, when lev-
els reach 70 parts per million, the
alarm mustsound between 60 and
240 minutes after the carbon monox-
ide la first detected. At400paru per
million, the alarm sounds between 4
minutes and IS minutes. The lag time
before the alarm sounds, Mr. Le-
Blanc sold. Isto prevent It from
sounding unnecessarily when rela-
tively small amountsr: carbon mon-
oxide are pressnt forrelatively short
portodsof time.

"Even low levels of carbon monox-
ide can be dangerous over long peri-
ods of time," hosold. "Butwhen you
reach 400 parts par million,you'r*

Into a very dangerous situation.”

He addod that Ills also possible to
purchase a digital carbon monoxide
alarm that provides a continuous
readoutofthe carbon monoxldo level
and stores Inmemory the "peak lev-
els” that were recorded.

"Thai means lhat If you go away
on vacation, you can come back Into
(he home and push the peak level
button and It will tell you the maxi-
mum level of carbon monoxide
you've had since you last turned the
uniton,” Mr. LeBlanc said. Ha added
that since carbon monoxide mixes
readily with room air — instead of
rising to the celling or falling the
floor — carbon monoxide detectors
can ze Installed onywhere In the
room. In fact, Mr. LeBlanc said,
some models are designed to be set
on a table or bed stand.

Generally speaking, he sold, car-
bon monoxldo detectors should be In-
stalled anywhere there Isa source of
combustion. "The closeryou have
them to the source, the better off you
are," ho sold.

Mr. LeBlanc sold some manufac-
turers — Including Kldde — make a
combination smoke and carbon mon-
oxide alarm that provides n voice
wsrning when unacceptable levels of
either substance era detected.
Kldde's model, called the Nlghtbawk.
priced alJ34, emits a piercing 85-
declbel alarm when activated and
also alerts homeowners to Uie source
of the problem by announcing either
“Flre"or"W arningl Carbon Monox-
Ido."”

Dr. Krenzelok of Children's Hospi-
talof Pittsburgh said he considers
carbon monoxide detectors so Impor-
tantthat he gives them to friends as
presents. "They make great house-
warming gifts,” he said. [ ]
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More States Force Homeowners to Install Devices
That Monitor Deadly Carbon Monoxide
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2,000 people each year an

hold appliances emit carbon
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New Laws RequireHome Carbon-M onOX|de Detectors
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Title: Children Are at Greater Risk ofInjury or Death From Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
URL: http://www.pslgroup.com/dg/CF62.htm

Doctor's Guide

October 14, 1996

CHICAGO, Oct. 14,1996 —Children, infants and unborn babies are more vulnerable to carbon
monoxide (Coz(pmsonlng than healthy adults, according to toxicologists and medical
professionals. Younger family members are particularly susceptible due to their higher
metabolic rates - meaning they require more oxygen and use it faster than adults.”Carbon
manoxide even in small amourits works to restrictoxygen in the bloodstream, thus starving a
child's tissues and organs of what is needed to function and develop properly.

"Carbon monoxide poisoning can cause neurological problems, leaming disabilities, memory
loss and personality changes in children and can lead to miscarriage or”stillirth for women
exposed during pre?nancy," said Dr. Marc Bayer, medical director,” Connecticut Poison Control
Center. "Becalise of the higher oxygen reciuréments of smaller bodies, carbon monoxide's
interference with oxygen délivery Can lead to permanent damage to a child's developing

nervous system," hé said.

Young children are also vulnerable to _mlsdla%n05|s because they cannot fUHY explain the
onset, progression and severity of their symptoms. Additionally, because children spend most
of their time in the home, they are more likely to be exposed t0 carbon monoxide produced by
gas, oil, wood or propane burning appliances and heating systems.

"Because this toxin is invisible to human senses and the early poisoning symptoms look like
other commgn problems such as the flu, the best way to know 1f a leak s present is to equip
the home with carbon monoxide detectors that have an audible alarm," said Bayer.

To provide an early warning of carbon monoxide dangers, First Alert(R), the nation's leading
brand of carbon monoxide detectors, has developed a UL listed, extra-sensitive battery-
powered detector that will sense carbon monoxide at lower concentrations than plug-in models
are designed to detect, The detector will continue to operate in the event of a power outage, a
time when alternative heat sources are commonly used and can be mounted out of reach”of
little fingers -- important to children with families.

Families with children, pregnant women, elderly people or anyone with heart or lung disorders
may want the added protection of the First Alert big-sensor technology. The elderly“and people
with heart and lung disorders are at greater risk of injury or death from carbon monoxide
because CO can dggravate a pre-existing condition of restricted oxygen flow in the

http://www.docguide.com/dg.nsf/PrintPrint/A2BCIA7TDEBA81376852563C500497F7F 10/20/2003
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bloodstream.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) recommends that every home in America
install at least one carbon monoxide detector with an audible alarm, located near the sleeping
area. Additional detectors on every level provide an extra measure of safety.

Copyright © 1999 P\S\L Consulting Group Inc. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of
P\S\L content is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent o f PAS\L. PAS\L shall not be liable
for any errors, omissions or delays in this content or any other content on its sites, newsletters or other
publications, nor for any decisions or actions taken in reliance on such content.

This news story was printed from ~Doctor's Guide to the Internet*
located at http://www.docguide.com

Return to News Story Page

This site is maintained by webmaster@pslgroup.com

Please contact us with any comments, problems or bugs.

All contents Copyright (c) 1998 P\S\L Consulting Group Inc.
All rights reserved.
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CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS REQUIRED AS OF JANUARY 1, 2002

In2001, the Rqode Island Geneyal ssemtgjg enacted a new law, which will re ui[)e most new and
emstmg smgle %m|rl1y homes dang other residential rolpert}e?]to ee?wpdpe,deh ott}aworkﬂ_n% sm?ke
detector andl carbor’ monoxide detector prior to transfer of the property or Issuance of a certificate o
occupancy as of January 1, 2002

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

When Will the new carbon monoxide detector [AW go into effect? January 1, 2002,

TR AT Tt o SR ey B ATy ™
om er re?l ential bulldings with gas Utilitjes which are constructedor gonverted

eqtla,P
Ingle-rami s and ot
F (TJ | X ter January 1, 2002. Residential buildings which are required to have a

0r Tesidentfal occupancy on or a

fire alarm system are exempt.

\Nla t kind oj carbon monoxide detectors myist ge installed? . Carbon P]OﬂOXIde detﬁCtOF emit an
audiol _S|?na with a minimum ratmg of e:]ghﬂ/- Ve decibels at a distance o ten feet ang have a_'power
on” Inglicator. The detectors sttb liste éxd/o_r apg[)oved y Underwriters haboratofues Inc., Factory
Mutu?, or some other pationally recognize te?,tm lanoratory approved by the state fire marshal and
Installed according to the manutacturér's specirications.

How expensive are carbon monoxide detectors? Prices typically range from $25 - $70 per detector.

Where, must the carbon mpnoxjde detectors be placed? An a ETOVEd smoke Eng approved carbon
monoxide fetector must be INstaled n the access space |mmed|a% ly ﬂ(]jéacent to he rooPRs or sleepin

S
rooms, and In bedrooms, 0 sﬂee Ing rooms, which are separated I yse areas, such as kitchens
(i %u Aroog?s. E1]‘a ecsiroom_o ens dPrec It teknﬁwinatﬁgnoke detector mdplsrt]

[ living rooms, but not bat {
Be ms(}%lfe(? m_tﬂe begr om, and a carpon _monomd? detectorr% st be Insta tcheB, locate
accoraance with manu actgrerss ecd cations Inre atlo,r}]to fuel#yurnm ag liances, All carbon
monoxide detectors must be mounted in accordance with manufacturer's Beu ications.

Who will Inspect the carb ide detector? Ingpections will be performed hy the same
ﬁggar%en{] i each t%vﬁﬁroroawn?/v%rfg Ipeer 1S smoke agtector mspecﬂdpns. Typlca%, this wrﬂl be the

epartment

How much will a carbon monoxid def ctor inspection cost? The cost of a carbon mon dee .
detector inspection wi 6$30, which will be tﬁe Same prIngilS d SMOKe gtect?r Inspection %%;mnm on
January 1, 2002. However, . town or city maX cparqe an aaditional fee ot $30 ITthe e,teft,(frs usth
rem,shps cted due to ,mg}rgger mstallatlon, Wrong 1ocation, Improper Wiring, or the owner's failure to keep

his inspection appointment.

usta g rCFom monoxide certificate be recorded? Yes, a carbon moncﬁdd detector ce{.tificate must
: eecgeragﬁ with the town or city clerk's office n the same way that @ smoke detector certificate Is
When must the inspection be completed? The inspection must be completed within sixty days prior to

http://lwww .statewidemls.com/ebulletins/carbon_monoxide.htm 9/30/2003
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closing, or, inthe case of new construction or conversion to residential occupancy, prior to the issuance
of a certificate of occupancy, and the seller must provide the buyer with smoke detector and carbon
monoxide detector certificates at the time of the transfer of title.

What happens if inspection does not occur before closing? [If the carbon monoxide detector is not
inspected prior to closing, the seller may complete an affidavit stating that the real property being
conveyed by this instrument had working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors within fourteen days of
the date of this instrument, and that an inspection has been requested.

Must the carbon monoxide certificate be recorded? Yes, a carbon monoxide detector certificate
must be recorded with the town or city clerk’s office in the same way that a smoke detector certificate is

recorded.

What responsibility does a real estate broker or salesperson have? The new law requires only the
property owner to assume legal responsibility for installing the carbon monoxide detectors and ensuring

that they are working.

Where can | get a copy of this law? Members of the Rhode Island Association of REALTORS can
obtain a copy of the lawfrom http:/Awwv.statewidermls.com.

Posted: 10/5A)1

Copyright © 2003 Rhode Island Association of REALTORS® and
State-Wide Multiple Listing Service, Inc. All rights reserved.

REALTOR® - is a registered mart which identifies a professional in real estate who subscribes to
a strict Code of Ethics as a member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®.

Any questions regarding this site can be directed to the webmaster.
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9,30/2003

http://ww w .statewidem Is.com/ebulletins/carbon_monoxide.htm


http://www.statewidemls.com
http://www.statewidemls.com/ebulletins/carbon_monoxide.htm

NY5 DOS, PRESS RELEASE, New York SL.Code* in Effect December 30,2002) bUp7/www.do«.flaie.ny.us/pm/pr2002/codet 12 30Jtfml

NYS Department of State

FORIMMEDTAJIUAm SE
December30.2002

Contact: Theresa Smolen
Assistant Secretary o f State
forPublic Affairs
(518)474-4752

New York State Will Enter 2003 With New Fire Prevention, Building Codes in Effect

ALBANY - (Decemhber30,2002) - Transition Period Ends In December, Codes ofNew York State
Supercede Current Provisions

AsNew Yorkers ring in the New Year, new fire prevention and building codes will take effect Inat
supercede the existing codes and bring updated technology, products, safety standards and flexibility that
will provide a major incentive for new investment, construction and economic development across die

Matc, Governor George E. Pataki today announced.

"New York State will now have a setofrequirements that are consistent with the resto fthe country,”
said Governor Pataki. "The new codes will ensure that ourhomes and workplaces are safe and energy
efficient, while spurring development and creatingjob opportunities across the State."

The new model codes were adopted by a unanimous vote of the State Fire Prevention and Building
Code Council in March, culminating a four-yearprocess o freviewing the International Codes and making
modifications for New York State in an effort to replace the current outdated code. A 180 day transition
period has heen in effect since July, during which time the current code or the new code could be used,

"Many building permits submitted during the transition period utilized the new code over the old one.
The feedback has been positive and reflects our beliefthat new codes will not only be easier to comply
with and enforce, butwill provide an incentive for new investment and economic development as well,"

said Secretary o f State Randy A. Daniels, whose Department oversees Codes Enforcement and
Administration.

The Governor directed the Department of State to undertake the code review process in 1998. Since
that time, the Code Council established technical subcommittees to review the International Family o f
Codes, which includes the building, fire, residential, plumbing, mechanical, fuel gas, property maintenance

and energy conservation codes.

The adoption of the International Codes also gives New York State a voice in the code development
process at the national level. New York State's Code will be updated on aregularschedule consistent with

the International Codes three-year cycle.

Secretary Daniels is Chair o f the State Fire Prevention and Building Code Council. The Code Council
isa 17-member body comprised o f representatives from several disciplines, including architects,
engineers, builders, trade unions, people with disabilities, fire prevention, local governments and state

agencies.

All construction in the state is governed by the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, which
addresses issues such as fire prevention, life safety, structural stability and accommodation for people with
disabilities. The code applies to all communities across New York, exceptNew York City which has its
own building code. NYC is covered by the energy conservation code, which took effect in July.
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HEW IORK STATE AS8SU&LZ
memorandum in support or legislation
submitted in accordance with Assembly Rula Il1l, Section 1 Je)

(X) Memo on original draft of bill
() Memo on amended b ill

am . NUMBER: Assembly
Sonata

sponsors: Mambas (a) Of Acaonbly: Joseph D. Moralle
Senator (a):

TITLE or BILL:

AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to requiring tha installation
of carbon monoxide detectors.

gPggOBK OR GENERAL IDEA OP B M ;

The purpose of -thia bill is to requira the installation of carbon monoxide
detectors in multiple dwellings, hotels, motels, and lodging houses.

S5UMMARV Qg SPECIFIC PROVISIONS:

Section one would amend subdivision 5-a of sec.tion 378 of the executive law
by adding multiple dwellings to tha type of dwellings that are required to
havo carbon monoxide detectors installed if tha dwelling i« constructed or
sold after this law takes effect.

Section two of this bill amends subdivision 8 of section 378 of the
executive law by adding carbon monoxide detectors as a required doviee to bo
Inetalled in hotels, motels and lodging houses. Currently only smoke

detectors are required.

Section three would only require such- carbon monoxide detectors in dwellings
that contain or are serviced by gas-fueled or oil-fueled devices, a wood
stove or has an attached garage.

Section 4 sets the effective date,
justification:

As with smoke detectors/fire alarms many vyears ago, carbon monoxide
detectors have earned the respect of the fire service as a valuable tool'in

the saving of lives.

Everyone recognizes that carbon monoxide Ukills if not responded to
immediately. The most serious quality of .C02 is that, unlike smoke, it is
virtually undetectable, even when someone is" awake and alert. Chapter 257
of the laws of 2002 required carbon monoxide detectors be installed in one
and two family dwellings and in condominiums and cooparetives that art
constructed or sold in order to prevent the loss of life.

This bill requires multiple dwelling units and hotels, motels and lodging
houses to Install carbon monoxide detectors cm

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY;

New legislation.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

Undetermined.

Emcrrvx Qatsi

This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after it shall
have become. law, provided, however, that effective immediately, the
.addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rules or regulations by the
secretary of state necessary for the implementation of the foregoing
sections of this act on its effective dace-is authorized and directed to be
made and completed on or before such affective date.



CARBON MONOXIDE (CO): THE SILENT KILLER

HISTORY OF CO LEGISLATION

1992:

1994:

1998:
2002
2003:

The first U.S. city to adopt a law requiring CO alarms was Kingston, New York. The law was
adopted November 10, 1992.

In March of 1994, the City of Chicago became the second and largest U.S. municipality to enact a
CO alarm law.

In 1998, West Virginia became the first state to adopt a statewide CO alarm law.

Rhode Island enacted a statewide CO law in the year 2002.

New York and New Jersey enacted statewide carbon monoxide laws in the spring of2003.

Present: Current states working to pass statewide CO legislation include Massachusetts and Pennsylvania.

CO FACTS

« Carbon monoxide is the leading cause ofaccidental poisoning deaths in America, claiming more

than 2,100 lives peryear, according to a study published in the Journal of the American Medical
Association.

CO accounts for 40,000 emergency room visits and 20,000 health-related injuries annually,
according to the American Association of Poison Control Centers. Yet according to safety
industry estimates. 88 percent of homes remain unprotected hecause they do not have at least

one CO alarm.

CO is known as the “Silent Killer” since it is invisible to the human senses. It is odorless, tasteless,
colorless and non-irritating, so without a CO alarm’s warning there isno way to know that you are
being poisoned. CO mimics the flu or food poisoning and symptoms include headache, nausea,
fatigue and dizziness.

In fact, studies performed at the University of Dlinois Hospital at Chicago found that five to ten
percent of patients presented to the emergency room with flu-like symptoms actually had CO

poisoning.

CO isa hy-product of combustion produced by common household appliances such as gas or oil
furnaces, water heaters, space heaters and clothes dryers. Other potential sources include barbecue
grills, fireplaces, wood-buming stoves, gas ovens and fumes entering a home from an attached

garage.

Once in the bloodstream, CO suffocates the body from the inside out, preventing life-sustaining
oxygen from reaching vital organs in the body such as the brain and heart.

The level of exposure to carbon monoxide and the amount of damage done is greater in children
than adults. Forexample an adult breathes 12 times within a minute, while a child will take 20-30
breaths during that same time. If carbon monoxide is present, the child is metabolizing more of the
deadly gas at a faster pace, resulting in a more severe poisoning.



« Children, infants and the unborn cannot articulate pain or other symptoms associated with carbon
monoxide poisoning, which often prolongs their exposure and increases their risk for serious
injuries and death. Effects of exposure can include brain damage, heart defects, cerebral palsy and

death.
EXPERT TESTIMONIALS

Bill Webb
Executive Director, Congressional Fire Services Institute
"There's a mantra in thefire service that saving lives starts with prevention. We have seen that with smoke

detectors. By installing smoke detectors we have saved thousands of lives. We can do the same ifwe install
carbon monoxide detectors."

Assemblyman Joseph Morelle (D)
Irondequoit, New York - Sponsored a statewide CO law that went into effect in March of2003.

"We have evidence from other places including the cities of Chicago and St. Louis, that CO laws have
helped reduce fatalities in those communities. \We have a great example here, as smoke alarm laws were
enacted, more ofthese life safety devices went into homes and death rates fromfire have declined. It's time

now to look at carbon monoxide alarms the same way.""

Steve Gladstone,

President-elect, American Society of Home Inspectors (ASHI)

""Ifpeople don’t have a carbon monoxide detector in their house, at almost any point in the life oftheir
equipment, it canfail and it can become a lethal environment. So ifthey dont have a carbon monoxide
detector, they won't know and they could die in that environment. We’re talking about a small investment,

and godforbid something terrible happens, you'll neverforgive yourselffor the rest ofyour life."

Dr.Jerrold B. Leikin
Director of Medical Toxicology, Evanston Northwestern Healthcare-OMEGA

"*Carbon monoxide has no odor, and is not irritating at all, and targets the brainfor its poisoning
capabilities, so that you can be overcome by carbon monoxide and not even know it...carbon monoxide
detectors arejust like seat belts and motorcycle helmets in that they save lives. And especially they save
livesfrom traumatic accidents that can occur all ofa sudden with nobody in the household knowing they've

been exposed to these deadly gases. "

Hal and Kathy Ketofsky
Carbon Monoxide Survivor Family, New Jersey
"l used tofeel the same way most people feel about carbon monoxide - unconcerned. But I have a different

opinion now. It's clear that the difference between life and death is as simple as having an alarm and not
having one."

PREVENTION

The Consumer Product Safety Commission and the International Association of Fire Chiefs recommend
every home have at least one carbon monoxide alarm with an audible warning signal installed near sleep

areas.

Formore information about carbon monoxide, contact the Our Children at Risk Task Force at
1-877-COFACTS.
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DONORS FUND CO DETECTORS FOR AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

$31,000 raised buys carbon monoxide detectorsfor low incomefamilies

MayorMark Begich announced today that through the support of several local companies
and organizations, $31,000 has been raised to purchase 1,140 carbon monoxide detectors
for distribution to low and moderate income families.

The Mayor's office launched a fundraising effort last week following the deaths of an
Anchorage family poisoned by carbon monoxide. All five members of the Arts family
died after the accidental poisoning in their home on Dec. 6.

“As we grieve the deaths of the Arts family, wc have reached out to the community and
they are responding,” said Mayor Begich. “W hile this CO detector giveaway cannot take
away our pain, we can raise awareness about this deadly gas and how we can prevent

future tragedies.”

The companies and organizations who have given financial donations to the awareness
campaign include Allstate, BP Explorat; /n, ConocoPhillips, Enstar, Tote, Horizon Lines,
the Anchorage Homebuilders Association, the Anchorage Police Department Employees
Association, and the International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 1264.

The effort has also been greatly supported by the American Red Cross of Alaska, Home
Depot, which has offered the detectors at cost, and Federal Express, which is picking up
the cost of flying the large orderof CO detectors to Anchorage from Fresno, California.

According to the Journal of the American Medical Association, carbon monoxide
poisoning claims the lives of 1,500 to 2,000 people in the United States every year. It is
the leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in America, and hospitalizes another

10,000 people annually.

Having a working carbon monoxide detector on every level of a home and in sleeping
areas is considered a key part of preventing accidental poisonings.


http://www.muni.org
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The carbon monoxide detectors purchased through the fundraising effort will be available
to families who need them through the GIFT program in Anchorage this week. Sponsored
by Catholic Social Services, Lutheran Social Services, The Salvation Army and the
United Way of Anchorage, GIFT isacommunity outreach event that provides holiday
gift and food assistance to thousands of low to moderate income families.

The distribution runs December 17-19 in the ACS Garage at 650 Telephone Ave. The
detectors will be available until the supply runs out. The Red Cross office at 235 E 8th

Avenue will have a small supply as well.

The shipmentof 1,140 carbon monoxide detectors from a Kidde distributor in Fresno is
expected to arrive in Anchorage, via Federal Express, on Tuesday.

“I am overwhelmed by the generous spirit of our local companies and organizations,”
said Mayor Begich. “I would also like to thank our city firefighters, police officers and
otheremergency personnel who had to respond to this terrible tragedy.”

In a separate program, the Municipality's Department of Health and Human Services
Weatherization Program provides CO detectors to low income families each year.
Priority is given to elderly, the disabled, and families with children under the age of six
years. The program is available to both homeowners and renters, and qualifying requires
meeting income eligibility guidelines and the home must be inspected.

Funding for the program is provided by The Federal Department of Energy and Alaska
Housing Finance Corporation. Those who are interested in the Weatherization Program

can call 343-6630 for more information.



Alaska CO Incidents

M arch 27, 2003

Evacuations, Rescues, CPR, 911; Citizens Honored for Lifesaving Acts
“Jean Schulte and Ron Harper, who evacuated 3 people suffering from serious
carbon monoxide poisoning from an Anchorage house in December 2002.”

-Anchorage Daily News

December 17, 2002

Headlines - Anchorage - Carbon monoxide injures 3

“Three people were rushed to the hospital Monday afternoon for carbon
monoxide poisoning, the second such incident in Anchorage in less than a week.
The three people were discovered inside 9203 Campbell Terrace Drive around
noon by an employer who had gone to the home because on of the people had not
shown up to work, said Anchorage Fire Department spokesman, Tom Kempton.
All 3 individuals were incoherent and disoriented, he said. A cracked heat
exchangerin afurnace is believed to be the cause of the carbon monoxide leak.”

-Anchorage Daily News
December 13, 2002

6 Saved From Gas Poisoning
“Six people, including 3 children, were rescued early Thursday morning after a

911 dispatcherrealized a caller and her family were suffering carbon monoxide
poisoning during the call, fire officials said.” -Anchorage Daily News
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Thirty-three-year-old Rita Arts is the only memberof her
family to survive high carbon monoxide levels in their
Hillside home. The four deaths of herhusband and three kids
had people rushing to hardware stores Sunday to buy carbon
monoxide detectors.

AtHome Depot, employees began to see the rush to buy
CO detectors the moment die doors opened. The demand was
so high, people forced the store to move all remaining
detectors to a display in the front.

Stores like Home Depot are reporting the sales increase of
CO detectors after the four deaths at 8100 RobertDr. in Bear
Valley. Saturday, Firefighters found the bodies of42-year-old
David Arts and his three kids Taylor, Ann Marie and Willem,
ages 11, 8 and 3, respectively.

They found Rita Arts unconscious in the hallway next to
her daughter, Ann Marie.

Alaska Regional Hospital has reported Rita Arts in critical
condition and is being treated in a hyperbaric chamber every
eight hours.

The fire department has not determined why the Arts home
had such high levels of the carbon monoxide poison and does
not suspect foul play.

The family has a CO detector, but it was apparently left
unplugged.

Many that stormed home improvement stores for the CO
detectors did so to prevent such a tragedy ffom striking their
family. One such man, Mark Stevens, bought three detectors.

"I 'saw it on the news. | thought | would pick one up for
each floor of my house...I'll pick up three," said Stevens

NEXT STORY »
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» Against the odds, Wasilla soldier gets home for Christmas
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» Counterfeit products can hurt or kil you
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» More Local News
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Police and fire vehicles responded to the scene on Spruce Brook
Street, where toxic fumes had been reported in the second house from

the right. (Photo by Brian Blockcolsky/KTUU)

Feb. 25 - ASouth Anchora?e man is dead and his wife is in critical
condition after a toxic gas leaked into their home. Fire investigators
say it appears carbon monoxide poisoned the couple, but they are still
conducting tests to confirm their suspicions.

The hushand and wife, whose names haven't been released yet, were
found at about 12:30 p.m. Wednesday by an Anchorage police officer.
Police went to the home on Spruce Brook Street after the couple's son
in New York told police he hadn't been able to reach them.

"The son had reported that he had been trying to contact his Earents
for three days without success, and the male victim had not shown for
work in three days," said Tom Kempton of the Anchorage Fire
Department.

Officer Jackie Valdez broke into the home to find the woman
unconscious downstairs and dragged her outside to safety. The man's

body was found upstairs.

According to the fire department, Valdez complained of feeling dizzy
and was also hospitalized. A police spokesman says both women are
conscious and are expected to recover.

The fire department says it suspects a car In the home's attached

garage may have been the source of the poisoning. Investigators say
the keys were in the ignition, and the ignition was in the on position.

http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4376951/
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Labor and Commerce Committee considered HOUSE BILL NO. 356
HB 356 EXTEND ALCOHOL DELIVERY SITE SUNSET
"An Act relating to operation of alcoholic beverage delivery sites; and providing for an effective date."
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB356-DPS-ABC-2-9-04
() Publish Date:
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During Session:

Alaska State Capitol During Interim:
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 P.0. Box 673
(9073 465-4833 Kotzebue, Alaska 99752
Fax §9 7% 465-4586 (9078 442-3880
1-800-782-4833 Fax (907) 442-3022

Represcntative_Reggie Joule@iegis statc.ak.us

Alaska "tate Ixplature
REPRESENTATIVE REGGIEJOUTE

To: Laborand Commerce Committee Members
From: Representative Reggie Joule

Date: January 28, 2004

Re: Sponsor Statement

| am sponsoring House Bill 356 entitled, “An Act relating to alcohol beverage delivery
sites; and providing for an effective date.” HB 356 merely extends the sunset date on this
bill from July 1, 2004 to July L, 2008. The legislation itself provides communities with
the option to monitor the inflow of alcohol into their community through a locally
operated distribution center. To date Barrow is the only community that has opted to
utilize this option but has found it helpful in controlling alcohol consumption and
bootlegging in the area. | believe it is important to extend the sunset date on this
legislation giving communities more options to deal with problems on the local level.
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

SPONSOR STATEMENT


mailto:Reprcscntative_Reggie_Joule@iegis.statc.ak.us
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TOR:H SLOPE BOROUGH

POLICE DEPARTMENT
P.O. Box 470

Barrow, Alaska 99723
Phone: 907-852-0311
Fax: 907-852-0318

February 6, 2004

Representative Regie Joule
State Capitor, Room 405
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Re: Barrow Alcohol Distribution Center

Dear Representative Joule:

Alcohol abuse and alcohol related crime continue to be significant Public Safety
and Publi¢c Health Problems in rural Alaska. Directly related to the magnitude of
these problems is the amount of alcohol available in a community and'the ease .
at which it may be obtained.

Prior to the implementation of Barrow's Alcohol Distribution Center, a person.
could easﬂY obtain 6 to 8 cases of distilled liquor each month bysimply ordering
each case from a different liquor store. The result was that persons involved in
the illegal sales of alcohol and the importation of alcohol into dry communities
had a ready supply of product.

Barrow's Distribution Center and the manner in which it is operated by the City
of Barrow changed this. Persons are now limited in the amount of alcohol that
can be brougzht Into the community. Al Ie?al alcohol shipments must be
delivered to the Distribution Center which fracks.how much alcohol a person has
received. Amounts of alcohol in excess of what is allowable are returned.
Additionally, the, residency requirements make it difficult for a person from a dry
village to fave liquor shigped to Barrow and then import it into the village.

Alcohol distribution centers are a positive step for communities that wish to
control the amount of alcohol brought into the community. The Distribution
Center in Barrow has had a positive affect on the level of disorder in Barrow and
the communities served by Barrow as a transportation hub.
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Barrow is a community that has been deeply divided over the issue of controlling
alcohol. In local option electlons takin place over the span of several years,
cmzenso Barrow Tep eated changed the-local option status of the comimunity.
The implementation o f the Alcohol Distribution Center addressed the concerns of
those on hoth sides of the issue. This "happy medium", while not punlshlngz
plerstt])nls who are responsible drinkers, has limited the amount and availability of
alcoho

| support legislation that would allow.communities to continue to utilize alcohol
distribution .Centers as a method for controlling the amount of alcohol imported.

Sincerely,

Pauf A.-Carr
Chief of Police
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CITY OF Kotzebue. Alaska 99757.

City I ol
442-3401

Police Dept.
442-3351

Fire Dept.
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Fubllc Workf
442-3401

February 9,2004

VIA FAX TO (907) 465-4586/0RIGINAL MAILED

Representative Reggie Joule

Alaska State legislature

State Capitol--Room 405

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 , _

Re:  House Bill No. 356. "An Act Relating to the Operation of Alcoholic
Beverage Delivery Sites; and. Providing for an Effective Date.-"

Dear Representative Joule:

mn 2001, the Alaska Legislature enacted Alaska Statute 04.11.494, "Operation of Delivery Sites,"

as 85 of Chapter 63 of the Session Laws of Alaska 2001. Under 815 of Chapter 63, 85 of
Chapter 63 ofthe Session Laws ofAlaska 2001 is scheduled to be repealed July 1, 2004. House
Bill No. 356 proposes to extend the sunset date for this section to July 1, 2008.

Although- the City of Kotzebue has considered and rejected the delivery site option for the
residents of Kotzebue, it is good public policy to have this approach.available for other
communities that might favor such an option. Therefore, the City of Kotzebue would support
ozegé%nding the sunset date for 85 of Chapter 63 ofthe Session Laws ofAlaska 2001, until July 1,

Repectfully,

City ofKotzebue

cc.  Mayorand City Council Members
Nancy Mercer, City Clerk
Joe Evans. City Attorney
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February 6, 2004

Honorable Rep. Reggie
State Capitol (M S 3100]
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1

DearHonorable Rep. Jo

Thank you for introducing House Bill 356 an act to extend alcohol delivery site sunset to
July 1,2008.

After several local opinion elections here in Barrow going back and forth between damp
and dry, Mayor Jim Vorderstrasse began to explore the possibility of using a delivery
site. Ordinance 99-1, establishing a Local Delivery Site for Alcohol Beverage Brought
into the City of Barrow was introduced in February 25, 1999, public hearing for the
ordinance 99-1 was held on March 25, 1999 and ordinance 99-1 was adopted by the
Councilon April 22, 1999. The administration worked out the deals and put it out for bid
and Resolution 11-99 was adopted July 22,1999 to the successful operator.

| am enclosing a copy ofordinance 99-1 which is the same as Chapter 8.15 title Alcohol
Delivery Site.

Since the delivery site was established we have issued 1713 permits to date. Each permit
must be renewed annual. This number does not reflect that they are all current, some may
have moved away. We work very closely with North Slope Borough Public Safety
Department on criminal background checks, which are requirement in order to obtain a
permit. The safety our families are a priority and anyone who has heen involve with
crime involving domestic violence, as that term is defined under AS 18.66.990, or
violating a protective order under AS 11.56.740 is denied a permit or his/her permit can
be revoked. As statistic show that alot o fthe cases before ourjudicial system arc alcohol
related. We also have begun to work with the public defenders office, district attorney
office and the 2ndJudicial District Court to help insure that our families remain safe.

Under section 8.15.060 are importation limits per month. Within any calendar month, a
person may not import into the city more that 13.5 gallons of malt beverages = 6 cases,
twenty liters ofwine, or 4.5 liters of distilled spirits. With these limitations per calendar
month | strongly believe it has impacted us here in Barrow in a positive way. Before a
delivery site was establish anyone could order without any limits. This helps us control
the amount o falcohol that is coming into our community.

@1001

P.O. BOX 629 « 2022 AHKOVAK ST. « BARROW, ALASKA 99723 « PHONE (907) 862-5211 « FAX 852-6871
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| am encouraging you as legislature o fthe 23rd Legislature Session to pass House Bill 356
so thatthe City ofBarrow can continue to operate our deliver}' site beyond June 30,2004,
By passing House Bill 356 the City of Barrow will be able to keep ordinance 99-1 in
tact

Ifyou have any questions please do not hesitate in giving me a call at 907-852-5211 or
emailing me atbarrowmavor@nuvuk.net.

Sincerely,

City ofBarrow Mayor

Cc: Senator Donald Olson
Files

LL04-030
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CITY OF BETHEL

P.O. Box 1308 Bethel, Alaska 99559
907-543-2047
FAX H543-4171

MEMORANDUM

To: Representative Reggie Jomle
Alaska House of Representatives

Froisu RobHerro
City Manager

Re: BB356: “An Actrelating to operation ofalcoholic beverage delivery
site; and providing for an effective date.”

Date: February 6, 2004

| support extending Die sunset o fthis provision of "Title 4 local options” and respectfully
request your and fellow committee members’ favorable consideration.

It is avaluable "tool in the toolbox” for communities who are willing to address their
local issues and problems themselves. Though this option or “tool", as far as | know
currently, is only utilized in one community in our state, it allows people to measure the
possibilities for and against all other “tools” that are available to our communities.

The community of Bethel has considered this alternative three times over the years since
this option was added to state law. The most recent past public discussion began in the
late 1990s with the Bethel City Council's Public Safety Committee and interested
members ofthe public working on a draft ordinance for the Council’s deliberation.

A several-month carefully researched approach to the delivery site concept was
introduced as an ordinance in August 1999 and debated for seven months until the final
narrow vote (3 yea-4 no)in March 2000. (This Bethel ordinance was used asa modelfor

the alcohol delivery site ordinance passed in Barrow)

In August 2000, the same Bethel City Council passed Ordinance #00-21 placing the issue
ofanalcohol delivery site on Die October 2000 municipal election ballot seeking input
from the Bethel citizens because ofthe narrow council vote outcome. The option to use

"Deep Sea and Transportation Center ofthe Kuskokwim



the alcohol delivery site concept "tool” was to appropriately “gauge” the wishes oftheir
constituents. The result was a vote againstan alcohol delivery site.

In the last 60 days, the alcohol delivery site issue and public discussion within region in
the “dry” communities surrounding the regional hub o f Bethel has surfaced with
resolutions to the Bethel City Council.

| will not attempt to explain their discussions or expectations as Lhave attached the
resolutions for yourreview. However, itis apparent that these communities see it as a

valuable “tool".

Ifthere are questions concerning this memorandum, please call at your convenience.

Thank you.
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"~ AkiakIRA Council
P 0. Box 52127 Akiak, AK 99552

PH (907) 765-7112 FAX (Q07l-7512

A k i a

January 14, 2004

The Honorable Mayor Hugh Short
City ofBethel

P. O. Box 1388

Bethel, Alaska 99559

Dear Honorable Mayor Hugh Short:

This letter is written to transmit a resolution adopted by the Akiak IRA Council numbered
03-12-33 supporting thejoint resolution ofthe Tribal Councils ofKasigluk, Atmauthhiak,
and Nmupitchuck numbered 03-02-02 concerning a needfor an alcohol delivery sile
located in Bethel, Alaska. The Tuluksak Tribal Council also adopted a similar resolution
supporting the three communities and their desire to control theflow ofthe illegal
alcohol into diy communities. The resolution ofthefour Tribal Council is calling on Ihe
City ofBethel to consider establishing an alcohol delivery site in Bethel to assist nearby
villages in controlling alcohol that is illegally imported to dry communities in the Bethel

area.

The Akiak IRA Council agrees with and understand'; the results ofillegally imported
alcohol and the violence that results is disrupting the peaceful community way oflife in
villages. Thefinal resolved section ofthe Akiak IR/I Council resolution supports the
efforts ofthe villages and their interest in establishing an alcohol delivery site in the
community of Bethel and calls upon the City ofBethel, Stale ofAlaska, and the Federal
Government and their agencies to assist in combating the ravages ofalcohol that is
mining youth, families, and communities in the Yukon-Kuskolcwim delta area.

We wish you success andpray thatyou andyour council will consider this resolution that
will assist the surrounding village councils in their efforts to improve andpreserve life in

small communities. Wishingyou a belated Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year to
you, the Bethel City Council members, administration, andyourfamilies.

Sincerely,

MOSES OWEN, CHIEF

Executive Director

cc: Tribal Councils ofKasigluk, Atmaurhluak, Nur. iichuck, and Tuluksak



Akiak IRA Councll
P.0. Box 52127 Akiak, Ak 99552

PH. (907) 765-7112 FAX (907) 765-7512 °
Resolution 03~12-33

A RESOLUTION OF THEAKIAK IRA COUNCIL SUPPORTING UNIT 6 VILLAGE
TRIBAL COUNCILS OF KASIGLUK, AImUTHLUAK, AND NUNAPITCHUKJOINT
RESOLUTION NUMBERED 03-02-01 CONCERNING A NEED FOR AN ALCOHOL

DEVIVERY SITE IN BETHEL.

Whereas, the Akiak IRA Council is thefederally recognized tribal governing bod))for the
Native Village ofAldak, and;

Whereas, the Aldak IRA Council was established to represent, encourage, andpromote
the social well being and health ofthe Aldak Native Community members and
citizens living in the Native Village of Akiak and;

Whereas, Association of Village Council Presidents have embarked on a mission lo
improve the regional health, social well-being, and welfare of the member
communities it: the Yukon-Kuskolcwim Delta region through aproject called
Kinguliamta Ciunerlcaat, and,;

Whereas, the tribal governments ofKasigluk, Atmauthluak and Nunctpitchuck have
conducted a unit 6jcint meeting to explore ways and means to control the
alcohol illegally imported to the three communities, and,;

Whereas, the Unit 6 villages concluded that the illegal alcohol has caused great deal of
youth, family, and community violence that is mining community members and

disrupt the community wet}>oflife, and;

Whereas, the Akiak IRA Council agrees and understands the results ofillegally imported
alcohol and the violence that is disrupting the peaceful community way.oflife
invillages ofthe Yukon-Kuskolcwim Delta region and including the community
ofAkiak and;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Akiak IRA Council agrees with the
proposed solution of controlling illegal alcohol imported to villages and the actions taken
and recommended by Kasiglulc, Nunctpitchuck Atmauthluak, and Tuluksakto establish an
Alcohol Delivery Site in the City ofBethel to control alcohol illegally imported to dry
communities in the Yukon-Kuskolcwim delta villages, and,



Page 2. Resolution.03-i1-33, Support Unit 6 Alcohol Delivery Sits

DP DPFURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Aldak IRi Council agrees, concurs, ancl
supports the efforts ofthe Kasigluk, Nunapitchu. \ Atmauthluak, and Tuluksak interest in
establishing an alcohol delivery site in the community ofBethel and calls upon the State
and Federal agencies and the City ofBethel to assist in combating the ravages ofalcohol
that is ruining youth, families, and communities in the Yukon-Kuskokwim delta area.

CERTIFICATION
This resolution vm | reviewed and approved by the Akiak IRA Council ina duly called

meeting with quorumpresent this _f~jffday ofDecember, 2003. The votes to adopt this
resolutionwere 3  for, £> against, and. Q abstaining.

Moses Owen, Chief



KINGULIAMTA CIUNERKAAT CONFERENCE
UNIT 4
KWEXHLUK, ALASKA 99621

December 17, 2003

City ofBethel
Bethel, Alaska 99559

To: Bethel City Council;

The delegates and staff of Kinguliamta Ciunerkaat in Unit 4 held a meeting here in.Kwethluk and would lilce
to ask City of Bethel and other organizations to support this Resolution 03-12-01 concerning the Alcohol
delivery site. As we all know that Bethel is the Hub of all the surrounding villag ;s whether be near or far and
for the health and safety of our people we need this support from the City ofBethel to act upon this resolution

and set it as a priority, Thank you for your time.

Unit 4 Delegates

/I7IC -br-iStccJ a7
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kwethluk police dept PAGE . 02
Orgar_l ;:edVi”age of Kwethluk NickN.Epchook, Honorary Traditional Chief
gg)v%thll ERUCouncil Martin Andrew, President

OX N James M. Nicori, Vice-President
Kwethli ~ Alaska 99621 Max Olick, Sr., Secretary/Treasorer
Phoneo( %7137-%714/6715 OscarP.JLarson, Council Member
Fas(9 [ 7 32 N Herman Evan, CouncilMember
Herman!  uTribal Administrator Vacant Deputy Director Margaret Michael, Administrative Asst
DELIVERY SITE RESOLUTION
03-12-01

‘WHEHI the Organized Village o f Kwethluk, Kwethluk IRA Council being apart of Unit 4 have come together to Address

Local Optionlaws. Unit4 'villages of Akiak.. Akiachak. Kwethluk, and Tuluksak would like a standing agreement
to encourage Bethel City Council to open the Alcohol Delivery site, and

WBER3" +  tlte Organized Village ofKwethluk, KwetlUuk IRA Council being a ﬁan ofUnit 4 villages have seen the amount
ofalcohol being imported.to the villages of Akiak, Akiachak, Kwethluk, and Tuluksak h<rve voted to be “Dry”

communities in Unit 4.

NOW T REVOKE BE IT RESOLVED, thatthe Organized Village o f Kwethluk, Kwethluk IRA Council being a part ofUnit 4,
Akiak, Akiachak, Kwethluk, and Tuluksak stress the importance of ccmsiructing and maintaining tire Alcohol

Delivery Site as proposed by the previous Public Safety Commission volunteers,

BEITT .THISRKESOLVEP THAT, the Organized Village ofKwethluk, Kwctlduk ERA Council supports the opening of Uie
delivery site will Greatly reduce the amount of alcohol being brought into our region, to Prevent alcohol related

violations.

CERTIFICATION

Itis here  certified that on the  day ofDecember 2003, a quorum ofthe Organized Village ofKwethluk, Kwethluk IRA Council
was forr |, and did pass and adopt the preceding resolution by avote of _jp ~fyr, _ atld _ excused.

Martin itdrtrw, President Attest: Max D. Olick, Sr., Secretary/Treasurer
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Akiachak Native Community N DEC - 12003

Akiachak Indian Reorganization Act Council
P.O.Box 70
Akiachak, Alaska 99551
(907)825-4626
Fax#825-4029

November 26,2003

Bob Herron, City Manager
City o fBethel

P.O.Box 388

Bethel, Alaska 99559 *

Re: Resolution #03-01
DearBob:

Lwould like for you to address the enclosed resolution during you earliest Council
meeting. Remember that Akiachak isa dry village-this means that alcohol cannot be in
Akiachak for human consumption. The bestway to control the importation ofalcohol to
Akiachak (village) is for City ofBethel to eract a delivery site. Forexample, a person
with a tribal ID card from Akiachak Native Community will be denied a delivery of
alcohol.

Ifyou have any questions, concerning the resolution, please let me know. Lthank you in
advance foryour cooperation.'

Sincerely,

r '‘n n T
i C-eorge Peter
« Tribal Administrator



Akiachak Native Community
Akiachak Indian Reorganization Act Council
P.O.Box 70
Akiachak, Alaska 99551

TRIBALMEMBERSHIP ANNUALMEETING
NOVEMBER 20,2003

RESOLUTION #03-01

RE:DECLARATION OF WAR ON ABUSE OF ALCOHOLBY AKIACHAK
NATIVE COMMUNITY

WHEREAS, The Social problems caused by abuse ofalcohol in Akiachak threatens our
culture, ourchildren, our own veTy survival, and cause infringement upon individual
rights or the peace and dignity o fthe people ofAkiachak; and

WHEREAS, The Akiachak Native Community members voted to become dry village and
approved the Local Option Law which the importation, sale, and consumption o falcohol
be prohibited within the jurisdiction o f Akiachak Native Community which includes all
lands within the exterior boundary oflands selected underthe Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Actby the ANSCA Village Corporation for Akiachak and all Native
allotment and federal townsite lands within the exterior boundaries ofsuch selected

lands.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Akiachak Native Community declares war
on alcohol abuse and will do everything within its power to lead by example, and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that Akiachak Native Community demand the City of
Bethel the importance ofadopting regulation to control alcoholic, or intoxicating
beverages commonly used for human consumption by eracting aBethel Based Alcohol
Delivery Site as proposed by the previous Public Safety Commission Volunteers, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thatthe Bethel Based Alcohol Delivery Site will
demonstrate the City of Bethel's support in Akiachak Native Community's efforts to put
an end to abuse ofalcohol: and

BEIT FINALLY RESOLVED that Akiachak Indian Reorganization Act Council, the
federally recognized tribe will hereby exercise it's sovereign authority to enforce local
option law for all the safety and welfare of Akiachak Native Community once for all.

ADOPTED by the Akiachak Native Community tribal membership annual meeting on
November20,2003 with a duly constituted quorum of 137 members present

CERTIFICATION:

Phillip K Peter, Sr., Chairman Jde(Kasayulie, Secretary



Tuluksak Native Community

P.O.BOX 95
Tuluksak, AK 99679
Phone: (907)695-6420 Fax: (907)695-6932

Date; November 8,2003

City of Bethel
Bethel Alaska 99559.

To: Bethel City Council

Tuluksak Native Community, the Tribal Council Members and the
Delegates ofthe. KINGULIAMTA CIUNERKAAT ofUnit 4 held a meeting
on November //'. 2003, here in Tuluksak and are supporting Unit 0,
Kasigluk'On there resolution # 03-02-01 concerning the Alcohol Delivery
Site based in Bethel.

As we all know that Bethel is the hub ofall surrounding villages whether it
|oe near ot far and for the health and wellness as much as safety ofour
people, we need the support from the City of Bethel to act on this resolution
knd consider itas a priority.

QUYANA VERY MUCH!I!

Kinguliamta Ciunerkaat Student Delegate



70

Tuluksak Native Community
P.O. BOX 95
Tuluksak, AK 99679
Phone: (907)695-6420 Fait (907) 695-6932

RcaolntionD 3 *- |i *
Bethel B*«d Alcohol Delivery Site

WHEREAS; Tuluksak Native Community snd the Tribal Council Members of Tuluksak Unit 4 have camo
together on this S4 day of November 2003 to Eddros Local Option Laws. Unit 4 village of Tuluksak would
like a standing agreementto encourage Bethel City Council to open an Alcohol Delivery Site.

WHEREAS! Tuluksak Native Community has voted diat our community be a thy village nnd the
importation, _bLan, and consumption be prohibited.

WBOEREASc The Unit 4 village of Tuluksak has seen the amount ofalcohol thfli is being imported into the
dry village of Tuluksak.

WHEREASI Alcohol that has come into out community illegally has been causing great deals of youth,
family, nnd community violence. And ruining our communities way of life.

THEREFOREBE IT RESOLVED: The Unit4 village of Tuluksak stress die importance of constructing
said maintaining die Alcohol Delivery Site as proposed by the previous Public Safety Commission
Volunteers.

TIHEKEFOke hk Xi FURTHER RESOLVED: The opening ofthe Delivery site will Greatly reduce the
amount ofalcohol being brought into our community. And this action will alert the proper agencies that the
possibility ofalcohol being illegally imported into a dry community,

certification

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that tho Tuluksak Tribal Council, which is composed of seven
members, whom Four constitutes a quorum, were present at a meeting held on November // 2003 and

members voted yesand Q  votednoand_ |  members were absent
Asst.By _ o
a, OjunJdixi

Secretary

Date /!>1(> fl-0>

"aeiHJ MUIm -3AT1UH
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Testimony of Scott McAllister

HB 408 Relating to the 58 foot seine boat limit.

Scott McAllister Phone 907.463.5831
316 Distin Avc Fax 907.586.6742
Juneau, Alaska 99801 Email scooski@aol.com


mailto:scooski@aol.com

Testimony of Scott McAllister
HB ..« Relating to the s« foot seine boat limit.

In support of HB 408, it is time to modernize Alaska’s salmon harvest by providing for larger seine vessels so
fishermen may increase the quality and value of their catch.

Better than halfofall Alaska’s commercial salmon harvest is caught by seiners. Most of these fish arc processed
into canned and crude frozen product forms that fetch low prices in today's market.

The development of seine fishing early in the last century centered around canned salmon and about (lie time of
statehood, the sardine fleets of California were looking to Alaskan salmon fisheries as the sardine resources failed.
To protect Alaskan fleets from an invasion of California sardine seiners, the 58 foot limit was instituted at this

time.

Since then, over forty years ago, farm salmon has set new standards for quality in markets and canned salmon has
a dwindling market share. Today the lack of space aboard Alaskan seine boats prevents proper handling of the
majority of Alaska’s harvest preventing the industry from moving beyond the can and into quality fresh and
frozen markets. Providing more space for sorting and bleeding while fish are still alive and proper “rigor sensitive”
stowing capacities is central to improving quality and returning seine fishermen higher ex-vessel prices. Lifting
the 58 foot limit will provide for the necessary space to meet these needs.

The attached photos show the current layout and use of deck space and fish holding capacity on a typical Alaska
limit seine boat. They are intended to demonstrate that the space aboard an Alaskan seiner is fully utilized and
more space is needed for processing and holding so fishermen may improve quality and streamline the flow of

salmon from the water into the processing plants.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

g . R —

Scott McAllister.



THE DECKS OF ATYPICAL SEINER

Illustrations 1-11

Cabin deck | Work deck | Gear deck

Geardeck

Work deck

1



TYPICAL LOADING AND STOWING OF FISH ON A SEINER
Ilustrations 111-JV

Photograph by Jana M. Sucliy 0 2003

Photograph by Jana M. Sucliy ®>2003

Bloody RSW









QUALITY PROBLEMS

Illustrations 1X-X

20 Ib. King after pumping and sorting.

Photoyniph by Jana M. Sucliy 0 2003

Gaping and bruising.
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UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

March 9, 2004 211 Fourth Street, Suite 110
Juneau Alasléa6 998001 1172

k% ) 463-2545 Fax
E-Mail; ufa@ufa fish.org
Senator Con Bunde, Chairman W ufe-fish 0rg
Senate Labor and Commerce Committee
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (Mail Stop 3100)
Juneau, AK 99S01-1182

Dear Senator Bunde,

United Fishermen ofAlaska supports HB 409 relating to the statute removal of the 58’
length o fsalmon seine vessels. We strongly believe the maximum vessel length lim it
should be rendered under the authority of the Board o f Fisheries allowing each salmon
seine fishery to decide whether to pursue retaining or removing the 58" limit. As the
limit is currently included in regulation, HB 409 will not cause immediate change.

United Fishermen of Alaska represents 33 Alaska Commercial fishing organizations and
hundreds ofindividual fishermen and fishing related businesses, altogether representing
over 10,000 Alaska fishermen. We support HB 409 and thank you for your consideration

on this matter.

Sincerely,

Mark Vinsel
Executive Director

CC\ Representative Bill Williams

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS
Alaska Crab Coalition =Alaska Oraggers Association * Alaska Longline Fishermon's Association «Alaska Trailers Association <Armstrong Keta <At-sea Processors Association
Bristol Bay Reserve < Chignik Regional Aquaculture Association «Chignik Seiners Association «Concerned Area “M" Fishermen e Cordova District Fishermen United
Crab Rationalization and Buyback Group «Douglas Island Pinkand Chum < Groundlish Forum «Konai Peninsula Fishermen*s Association < Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association
Kodiak Seiners Association « North Pacilio Fishories Association « Northern Pacilic Scallop Cooperative ®Nodhern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association
Old Harbor Fishermon's Association ePetersburg Vessel Owners Association < Princo William Sound Aquaculture Corporation « Purse Seine Vessel Owners Association
Seafood Producors Cooperative «Southeast Alaska Regional Dive Fishories Association e Southeast Alaska Selnors Association «Southorn Southeast Regional Aquacullure Association
United Catcher Boats «United Salmon Association «United Southeast Alaska Gillnetlers «Valooz Fisheries Development Association = Western Gulf of Alaska Fishermen


mailto:ufa@ufa-fish.org
http://www.ufa-fish.org

Alaska State Legislature

. _ . Mto Cipitol
Co-Chsir luniMii. Ak'ASOMI.0
House Finance Committee
Subcommittee Chair e
. . /n kVti/iiLm:
Environmental Conservation ¥ 50 Front Street. Sum: 201
Courts Ketchibn. AK W 01

: - - Fis V7' 274-S54P
Representative William K. Williams

SPONSORSTATEMENT
House Fisheries Committee Substitute for House Bill 409

“An Actrelating to the maximum length of salmon seine vessels; and providing for
an effective date.”

House Bill 409 removes the statutory prohibition for the length of salmon seine vessels
and leaves the authority to the Alaska Board of Fisheries. The bill does not remove the
58-foot length limit; it simply gives the Board of Fisheries the authority to go through its

normal public process to consider such a change.

This bill will put salmon seine vessels on the same footing as all other commercial
fishing boats in the state. At present, the 58-foot limit on salmon seiners is the only
length limit for salmon fisheries that is enshrined in statute. The length and size of all
other fishing boats can be changed by the Board of Fisheries.

Coffman Cove Thorne P.iv

SPONSOR STATEMENT



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction)

Title Relating to the Maximum Length of
Salmon Seine Vessels

Sponsor Representative Williams

Requester House Fisheries

Expenditures/Revenues

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date.

Dept. Affected:

1
CSHB 409(FSH)
2/18/04

Fish and Game

RDU Commercial Fisheries

Component

Component No.
(Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/urogram Receipts
1037 G"/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost:

FY 2009 FY 2010

0.0

0.0

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYsIs:  (Aftach a separate page if necessary)

Passage of this legislation would have no fiscal impact.

Prepared by: Sarah Gilbertson

Phone 465-6137

Division Legislative Liaison

Approved by: Commissioner Kevin Duffy

Date/Time 2/5/04 1:26 PM

Date 2/5/2004

Agency Alaska Department of Fish & Game

{Revised 12/21103 OMB)

Page 1of 1

0.0

0.0



Subject: HB 409
Date: Thu, 5 Feb 2004 18:21:24 EST
From: Scooski@aol.com
To: Rep_Paul_Seaton@legis.state.ak.us
CC:Rep_Bill_Williams@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Represe Seaton:

I support HB, 409. Meeting the challenges of today's markets requires modernizing our seine fleets. For the following
reasons HB, 409 the 58 foot limit bill is good legislation at the right time.

Abstract:
Alaska’'s salmon net fisheries were tooled for a canned salmon industry that developed at the tum of the last century.

Due to complex market conditions beyond the control of fisherrmen, old regulations such as the 58 foot seine boat
linit, limits the potential of Alaska’'s seine fishermen to maximize the earning power of their operations. Providing for

larger vessels will increase individual capacities for volume and improve quality.

Specifically:

HB, 409 will provide fishermen enough deck space for primary processing — sorting, grading and bleeding to improve
quality for fresh and frozen salmon products. As seiners harvest the mejority of Alaska’s pink salmon, this bill will
help move Alaska's pink salmon production out of cans and into other more modem product formrs.

Thank you for your considerations in this matter.

Scott McAllister.
Alaskan purseiner.

316 Ave.
Juneau, Alaska, 99801

2/5/20041:1S PM
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MEMORANDUM February 17,2004
SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of CSHB 409(FSH); An Act relating to the

maximum length of salmon seine vessels
(Work OrderNo. 23-LS1328\Q)

T0: Representative Bill Williams
Attn: Tim Barry

FROM: George Utermoh
Legislative Cour

You have requested a sectional summary of CSHB 409(FSH); an Act relating to the
maximum length of salmon seine vessels.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill is not an authoritative
interpretation of the bill. The bill itselfis the best statement of its contents.

Section 1 of the bill amends AS 16.05.835(a) 10 provide that the maximum length of a
vessel that may be used in a salmon seine fishery in the state is 58 feet overall length
(except for certain grandfathered vessels that fished in the state prior to January 1, 1962)
unless the Board of Fisheries has authorized by regulation the use of a larger vessel in the

fishery.

Section 2 of the bill provides that the bill takes effect January 1, 2005,

If 1 may be of further assistance, please advise.

GU:mdr
04-050.mdr

Sectional Analysis



