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T he A laska T raum a R egistry provided additional information on th e  m ore seriously 
injured occu p an ts  after they  w ere adm itted to a  hospital. Of all the  m otor vehicle 
occupan t hospitalizations, 48%  w ere not wearing a restraint, 43%  w ere w earing a 
restraint, and  9% had  unknown restraint u se  (see  Table 2). W hen all c a s e s  with 
docum en ted  restraint u se  w ere  analyzed separately , 53%  w ere  unrestrained , and  
of the  fa ta ls  who died in the  hospital, 56%  w ere unrestrained.

Table 2

Alaska T raum a Registry Data
Hospitalizations

1996 - 1 9 9 9  Com bined
All Motor Vehicle Occupant Hospitalizations Cases v/ith Seatbelt Use Documented Fatals

Fatals with Seatbelt Use Documented
No Restraint 48% (887) 53% 49% (30) 56%
Restraint Used 43% (790) 47% 39% (24) 44%
Unknown Use 9% (167) 0% 11% (7)

A nother m easu re  of severity  u sed  in this analysis w as total num ber of hospital 
d ays for restra ined  and  unrestra ined  occupants. An av erag e  of 2 ,672 d ays w as 
sp e n t in hospitals every  y ear for m otor vehicle occupant injuries in A laska. Of the  
total hospital d ays w here  restraint u se  w as docum ented, 58%  of th e  patien ts had 
b een  unrestra ined  a t th e  tim e of their c rash  and 42%  w ere restra ined  (Table 3).

Table 3

Hospital Days 
1996 -  1999 A verage

Avg. Hospital Days per Year %
% by "Known" Use

No Restraint 1402 52% 58%
Restraint
Used 1009 38% 42%
Use
Unknown 261 10%

In 1994, th e  Federal Highway Administration published a technical report, Motor 
Vehicle Accident, an d  included th e  following lifetime injury co sts  by A bbreviated 
Injury Severity (AIS) score:



Severity Descriptor C ost per Iniurv
AIS 1 Minor $ 6,000
AIS 2 M oderate $ 40,000
AIS 3 Serious $ 150,000
AIS 4 S ev ere $ 490,000
AIS 5 Critical $1,980,000
AIS 6 Fatal $2,600,000

W hen  correlating the  AIS sco res  with s e a t  belt u se  in A laska, 60%  of th e  patien ts  
with the  low est sco re  of AIS 1, w ere w earing restraints a t the  tim e of their c rash . 
T he  m ost severe ly  injured patien ts, having sco res of AIS 5, had th e  low est 
p e rcen tag e  of restraint u se  a t 45% .

Post-hospitalization co sts  a re  substan tial, but difficult to m easu re . T he m ost 
s e v e re  non-fatal c a s e s  a re  d ischarged  to  “skilled nursing” facilities which typically 
require round-the-clock monitoring. Of the  patients d ischarged  to skilled nursing, 
13 had  b een  unrestra ined  and  6 w ere restra ined  during the  m otor vehicle crash , 
"he hospital co sts  for th e se  19 patien ts before they w ere d ischarged  w ere  nearly 

$ i million, of which 77%  w as derived from public so u rces . Unfortunately, it w as 
im possible to  track post-hospitalization costs .

Costs
T he co s ts  for hospitalized m otor vehicle occupan ts  in A laska w ere analyzed  by the  
so u rce  of paym en t d a ta  in the  ATR. T h e se  costs  a re  not considered  to be  
com plete, s ince  so m e  of the  co sts  a re  billed by so u rces  ou tside  of th e  hospital, 
su ch  a s  m edical specialists, chronic care  facilities, pharm acies, m edical and  
prosthetic  equ ipm ent com panies, etc. Generally, co sts  w ere  paid by o n e  or m ore 
of the  following so u rces: m otor vehicle property and casualty  insurance, private 
health  and  m edical insurance, CHAMPUS insurance for military d e p en d en ts , 
military b ran ch es , M edicaid, M edicare, iHS for Alaska Native beneficiaries, and  
w orkers com pensa tion  insurance.

T h e  A laska D epartm ent of Health and  Social Services, Section of Com m unity 
H ealth and  EMS recently com pleted  a  re sea rch  project tha t analyzed  injuries 
am ong  M edicaid-eligible youth a g e s  0 -2 0 .9 T he report com piled hospital co s ts  for 
various ty p es  of injuries for th e  y ears  1995-1999.

Motor vehicle occu p an t injuries a re  the  m ost expensive injury category  for 
M edicaid. During the  four-year period, th e re  w ere 83 M edicaid-eligible A laskans 
w ho w ere 0-20 y ears  old and  involved in m otor vehicle c ra sh es .



T he breakdow n of th e  m edical co sts  to trea t th e se  individuals included:

• T he a v e rag e  co st p e r c a s e  w as $20,000.
• A verage co st p e r hospital day  w as $3,300.
• A verage num ber of d ays in the  hospital w as 6 d ays per c ase .
• Total num ber of M edicaid patien ts w as 83, with a total estim ated  cost of 

$1.6  million.

For the  y e a rs  1996 through 1999, an  analysis of hospital co sts  docum en ted  in the  
ATR for m otor vehicle occupan t injuries w as undertaken . Only 66%  of the  patien ts 
had  m edical co sts  reported  in th e  ATR b e ca u se  severa l of th e  hospitals serving 
federal beneficiaries and  a  few of the  public hospitals did not report co sts  
a sso c ia ted  with individuals. Of th e  c a s e s  w here co s ts  w ere  reported, over $22.2 
million w as sp en t on direct m edical care. W hen extrapolating av erag e  co s ts  per 
c a se , th e  four-year co s ts  w ere:

•  $21.8  million for unrestra ined  occupan ts  and
• $15.8  million for restra ined  occupan ts.

W hen including th e  "unknow ns,” an  additional $6.1 million is added , for a  total of 
$43.6 million. Of th e  total hospital co sts  reported, 59%  rep resen ted  unrestrained  
occu p an ts  (se e  T ab le  4).

Table 4

Alaska MV Hospital Costs 
1 9 9 6 - 1999

Total C osts
Total

C ases

Average 
C o sts  per 

C ase % of Total

No R estrain t Used $13,039,797 534 $24,419 59%

R estrain t U sed $9,177,849 460 $19,952 41%

Of the  total ATR c o s ts  for m otor vehicle-related hospitalizations, 44%  w as paid by 
the  general public through program s such  a s  Medicaid, M edicare, Indian Health 
Service, military, CHAM PUS, and no-pay patients. Of this 44%  paid by th e  public, 
69%  of th e  co s ts  w ere  for unrestra ined  occupan ts (s e e  T able 5).
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Table 5

Public Costs for Alaska MV Hospitalizations 
1996 - 1 9 9 9

Total C osts
Total
C ases

Average 
C osts  per 

C ase % of Total

No R estra in t U sed $6,614,907 181 $35,994 69%

R estra in t U sed $3,226,035 263 $12,266 31%

T here  is well over $2 .6  million dollars sp en t each  y ear on beneficiaries of public 
p rogram s w ho a re  hospitalized for motor vehicle-related injuries. This num ber 
excludes th e  very costly  pedestrian  and bicycle victims injured by m otor vehicles.

C on c lu s ion s

A su b stan tia l body of re sea rch  d em o n stra tes  that s e a t  belt u se  greatly red u ces  the 
num ber of traffic c rash -re la ted  fatalities and  the severity of injuries. In general, the 
m ore se v e re  the  injury, the  le ss  likely it will be  that the  individual w as buckled up. 
T he Alaska Sea t Belt Cost Analysis show s tha t r estrain t u se  or non-use  also  
affects th e  num b er of hospitalizations, length of stay  in the  hospital, and  the  overall 
cost of hospitalizations for m otor vehicle occupan ts  involved in c ra sh es .

T he analysis  a lso  sh o w s tha t 44%  of motor vehicle c rash -rela ted  hospital co sts  are  
borne  by th e  citizens of A laska. C lose to 40 ,000 vehicle occu p an ts  a re  involved in 
traffic c ra sh e s  e ac h  y e a r  in A laska. More than  $2.6 million dollars is sp en t e ach  
y ear for beneficiaries of public program s who are  hospitalized for m otor vehicle 
related  injuries. T hus, th e  decision to w ear or not w ear a  s e a t  belt is not ju st a  
m atter of p e rso n a l choice, but a  decision tha t has econom ic implications for all 
A laskans.

This study  only analyzed  hospitalization co sts  of vehicle o ccupan ts  involved in 
c ra sh e s . For th o se  suffering so m e  types of injuries, including th o se  to the  brain 
and  spinal cord, long-term  care  and  rehabilitation co sts  vastly ex ceed  the  initial 
hospitalization co sts . Thus, the  total cost to the  public is significantly higher than  
th o se  d o cu m en ted  in this study.

Fortunately, s e a t  belt u se  in A laska is on th e  rise. T he m ost recen t observed  s e a t 
belt u se  survey  found th a t belt u se  w as 78.9%  in 2003 up from 66%  in 2002. Still, 
ex p erien ce  from o th er s ta te s  and C an ad a  su g g es ts  tha t the  largest reductions in
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fatalities, injury severity (and thus m edical costs) do not occur until belt u se  ra tes  
reach th e  90 p e rcen t ran g e .10

Most frequently, th o se  who refuse  to buckle up a lso  tend  to  exhibit o th e r high-risk 
behaviors like sp eed in g  and driving while impaired. It is critical th a t all drivers and 
p a sse n g e rs  u se  s e a t  belts and  child restraints, a s  appropriate , if hospital and  other 
m edical c o s ts  resulting from m otor vehicle c ra sh e s  a re  to b e  substantia lly  reduced . 
P rogram s an d  policies th a t result in higher restraint u se  will red u ce  traffic crash  
fatalities a s  well a s  th e  severity of injuries and  co sts  to individuals and  to the  
taxpayers  of A laska.
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The purpose o f this study is to estimate the number o f lives lost due to the failure o f states to 

pass primary enforcement safety belt laws. Primary laws allow officers to stop motorists based solely 

on an observed seat belt violation. Secondary laws allow officers to enforce the safety belt law i f and 

on ly i f  the motorist is first stopped fo r some other violation. In 2002, eighteen states plus the District o f 

Columbia had primary laws (see Table 1). Historically, safety belt use has been higher in “ primary 

states”  than in states without primary laws. Figure 1 shows primary versus secondary states based on 

standard National Highway and Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA ) approved observational 

studies.

OBJECTIVE:

Table 1.
Dates o f Primary Law Enactment (Source: NTSB )
State Enacted State Enacted

Alabama 12/09/99 7 ’* Maryland 10/01/97
California 01/01/93 © Michigan 03/10/00
Conneclicut 01/01/86 hX'■> */5J New Jersey 05/01/00
Delaware* 06/30/03 V New Mexico 01/01/86
District of Columbia 10/01/97 New York 12/01/84
Georgia 07/01/96

;
North Carolina 10/01/85

Hawaii 12/16/85 Oklahoma 11/01/97.
Illinois* 07/03/03 v; Oregon 12/07/90
Indiana 07/01/98 Texas 09/01/85
Iowa 07/01/86 Washington 04/02/02
Louisiana 09/01/95
* Law Changed in 2003

P R O C E D U R E :

The first step was to determine the likely increase in the safety belt use rate associated with the 

passage o f a primary law. Three methods were used to establish convergent validity.

Effectiveness o f P rim a ry  Law 

State wicle obseivations:

The first estimate used NHTSA verified statewide observations o f day-time belt use rates. We 

compared rates fo r states with primary laws to states without primary laws fo r each year starting with



1995 and ending with 2002 (See Table 2). For this analysis, as well as all follow ing analyses, data 

from the District o f Columbia and Indiana were excluded. DC  simultaneously implemented a primary 

law and applied more strict consequences fo r violation o f the law (high fines and points to the license) 

making it difficult to attribute change in belt use to the primary law alone. IN implemented a primary 

law in 1999, which was soon after ruled unconstitutional, then reinstituted some time later, making it 

difficult to set a specific date fo r the onset o f the primary law.

<  I  <  X I  s  Q t r O O > - = = < X 2 l __ . . .S clo o S s ^ Q z z -1 t - 2 3 5 < s o o a z
* Surveys were not subm itted fo r ME and NH in 2002.

l - ^ O ^ Z F LU< ^ I hJO<; > 2 > o ^ Q c r Q 9 w > w << O $ - CrQ > 0 0 2 5 - 1 ' ; h 5 W < « < Z  2 k ^ 5

F IG U RE  1. Belt use rales in 2002 (Data Source: NHTSA).

Table 2
Statewide Observed Belt Use 1995-2002 for Primary* Versus

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 200.2 ALL
Primary 75% 74% 75% 78% 79% 79% 81% 83% 78%
not-Primary 60% 59% 60% 61% 63% 65% 67% 70% 63%
Difference 15% ■I 5% 14% 17% 16% 14% 14% 13% 15%

* Excludes DC & IN

The results indicate that front seat occupants in primary states are between 13 and 17 

percentage points (M  = 15) more likely to be properly restrained than those in non-primary states.
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The second estimate o f the value o f primary laws was based on NHTSA ’ s Fatality Analysis 

Reporting System (FA RS ); a database o f crashes that resulted in at least one fatal injury. Using FARS, 

we compiled the number o f fatally injured front seat occupants, ages 16 and older, o f passenger 

vehicles who were, and were not, wearing safety belts. Theoretically, the number o f  belted drivers is 

underrepresented in the FARS database. This is because the proper use o f safety belts reduces 

fatalities preventing the crash from entering the database. Thus, to estimate the number o f belted 

drivers in “ Potentially Fatal Crashes”  (PFCs) we use the NHSTA estimation that safety belts are 45%  

effective in reducing fatalities in PFCs fo r passenger cars and 60%  effective fo r light trucks (including 

pickups, SUVs and vans). That is, we estimated the number o f front seat occupants who were involved 

in PFC ’ s by hypothesizing that the number o f belted drivers who died is 55%  o f all the belted dri /ers 

involved in crashes serious enough to potentially cause a fatality. An additional number o f drivers in 

PFC ’ s did not die because they were wearing seat belts.

We established a percentage o f front seal occupants who were belted, and unbelted, in PFC ’ s 

(see Table 3). Using these estimates, we established that front scat occupants o f vehicles involved in 

PFC ’ s in states with primary laws have 15 percentage point higher belt use than persons in states 

without primary laws.

Within state estimations:
The third method was to compare observed belt use rates in those states that changed from 

secondary to primary. Two years o f NHTSA verified statewide observed belt use rates prior to the law 

change for 8 states that changed their laws were compared to the two years after the law change. The 

year in which the law changed was excluded. The results indicated that observed belt use was, on 

average, 15 percentage points higher in the two years after than the two years before (see Table 4 ).

FARS data estimations:
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Table 3
Actual and Estimated Safety Belt use rates fo r Fatal, and 

Potentially Fatal Crashes (Data Source: FARS 1995 -  2002)
Primary'

Est.
N Belted

Not Primary 

N Est. Belted Difference

Unbelted Dead 21520 50630

Belted Dead 27807 33010

Passenger
Cars

Est. Belted Alive 

Est. Total PFCs

22751

72078 70%

27003

110648 54% 16%

Unbelted Dead 16381 29320

Light Trucks 
(Pickups, 

SUVs, Vans)

Belted Dead 

Est. Belted Alive 

Est. Total PFCs

9069

13604

39C54 58%

9199

13799

52318 44% 14%

Unbelted Dead 37901 79950

Belted Dead 36876 422°9

Est. Belted Alive 36355 40807

Combined Est. Total PFCs 106597 66% 158366 51% 15%

• Excludes DC & IN
Table 4

Change in Statewide Observed Belt use Prior to and After Law Changes
(Data Source: NHTSA)

-2

Years relative to Law Change 

•1 0 1 2

Difference

CA 48% 50% 59% 59% 67%

LA 57% 53% 58% 65% 74%

GA 57% 53% 58% 65% 74%

MD 70% 70% 71% 83% 83%

OK 46% 48% 60% 56% 61%

AL 52% 52% 58% 71% 79%

Ml 70% 70% 84% 82% 83%

NJ 63% 63% 74% 78% 81%

Means

58%

58%

57% 65% 70%

73%

75%

15

These analyses provided three estimates o f effectiveness o f primary laws. A ll three o f the 

methods suggest that belt use was likely to have increased about 15 percentage points had a stale 

adopted a primary safety belt law during the period included in this study (1995 -  2002).
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For the present study, we estimate that belt use would have increased an average o f 15 

percentage points after implementation o f a primary law over the 8 year period from 1995 -  2002. 

Using the estimated 15 percentage point gain in belt use by implementation o f a primary law, we 

estimated how many front seat occupants o f passenger vehicles (16 and older) died because their states 

did not implement a primary law. The estimated effectiveness o f the safety belt is 45%  fo r passenger 

cars and 60%  for light trucks. We calculated that s'nee 1995 an estimated 12,177 motorists died 

because o f  their states’ failure to implement a primary law (see Table 5). The number killed was 

highest in 1995 and generally decreased in later years as more states switched to primary (See Figure 

2). The estimated lives lost per state ranges from 33 in Rhode Island to 1333 in Florida (See Table 6).

RESULTS

F IG URE  2. Est. Lives lost per year due to no primary enforcement safety belt law.
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Table 5
Est. Lives Lost Due to Lack of Primary Laws (1995-2002)

Stales
without
Primary
Laws

If Primary 
Law Lives Lost

Unbelled Dead 79950 55505
Belled Dead 42209 54477
Est. Belled Survivors 40807 52984
Tolal Dead 122159 109982 12177

CON LUSION

Failure to implement primary laws in all states resulted in more than 12,000 lives were lost 

during the years 1995 - 2002. If the situation remains the same as in 2002, an estimated additional 

1,400 motorists will be killed next year alone.

Table 6
Est. Lives Lost Due to Lack of Primary Laws by State 

______________ (1995-2002)______________

Stale

Est.
Lives
Lost

,'
P S  State

Est.
Lives
Lost

Alaska 43 Nevada 169
Arizona 415 New Hampshire 60
Arkansas 316 North Dakota 50
Colorado 357 Ohio 732
Florida 1333 Pennsylvania 667
Idaho 143 Rhode Island 33
Kansas 247 South Carolina 525
Kentucky 482 South Dakota 73
Maine 96 Tennessee 675
Massachusetts 157 Utah 172
Minnesota 314 Vermont 47
Mississippi 481 Virginia 478
Missouri 579 West Virginia 205
Montana 135 Wisconsin 387
Nebraska 134 Wyoming 94
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A I T I Q ( L - h t &SAFETY BELT USE LAWS ^

S t a t e E f fe c t iv e  d a t e
S t a n d a rd

e n fo r c e m e n t ?

W h o  is 
c o v e r e d ?  I n  
w h a t  s e a t s ?

M ax im u m  f in e  
1 s t  o f f e n s e

D a m a g e s  
re d u c e d  f o r  

n o n u s e ?
A labam a 7 /1 8 / 9 1 y e s ; e ffec tive  

1 2 /9 /9 9
6+  y rs . in fron t 

sea t
$ 2 5 no

A laska 9 / 1 2 / 9 0 no 1 6+  y rs . In all 
se a ts

$ 1 5 yes

A rizona 1 /1 /9 1 no 5+  y rs . In fro n t 
s e a t ;5  th rough  
15  in a ll sea ts

$ 1 0 yes

A rkansas 7 /1 5 / 9 1 no 15+  y rs . in fron t 
se a t $ 2 5 2 '2 no

Ca lifo rn ia 1 /1 /8 6 ye s ; e ffec tive  
1 /1 /9 3

1 6+  y rs . In all 
se a ts

$ 2 0 no

C o lo rad o 7 / 1 / 8 7 no 1 6+  y rs . in fro n t 
se a t

$ 1 5 ye s2

Connecticu t 1 /1 / 8 6 yes 4 +  y rs . in fron t 
sea t

$ 1 5 no

D e law are 1 /1 /9 2 yes ; e ffec tive 
6 /3 0 / 0 3

1 6 +  y rs . in a ll 
sea ts

$ 2 5 no

D istric t o f Co lum bia 1 2 /1 2 /8 5 yes ; e ffec tive 
1 0 /1 / 9 7

16+  y rs . In a ll 
se a ts $ 5 0 * no

Florida 7 / 1 / 8 6 no 6+  y rs . in fron t 
se a t; 6  th rough  

17  y rs . in a ll 
se a ts

$ 3 0 yes

S t a t e E f fe c t iv e  d a t e
S t a n d a rd

e n fo r c e m e n t ?

W h o  is  
c o v e r e d ?  In  
w h o !  s e a t s ?

M ax im u m  f in e  
1 s t  o f f e r  se

D a m a g e s  
re d u c e d  f o r  

n o n u s e ?
G eorg ia 9 / 1 / 8 8 y e s ; e ffec tive  

7 / 1 /9 6
5 th rough  17  y rs. 
in a ll s e a ts ; 1 8+  
y rs . in fro n t sea t

$ 1 5 * no

Hawaii 1 2 / 1 6 / 8 5 yes 4  th rough  17  y rs . 
in a ll s e a ts ; 1 8+  
y rs . in fro n t sea t

$ 4 5 no

Id ah o 7 / 1 / 8 6 no 4 +  y rs . in a ll 
sea ts

$ 2 5 no

Illin o is 1 /1 /8 8 yes ; e ffec tive  
7 /3 /0 3

6+  y rs . In fron t 
sea t; a ll in a ll 

sea ts  if d riv e r Is 
younge r than 18 

y rs .

$ 2 5 no

Ind iana 7 / 1 / 8 7 ye s ; e ffective 
7 /1 /9 8

4 th rough  11 y rs . 
in a ll s e a ts ; 12 + 
yrs. in fro n t sea t

$ 2 5 no

Iow a 7 / 1 / 8 6 yes 6+  y rs . in fro n t 
s e a t

$ 1 0 y e s -

Kansas 7 / 1 / 8 6 no 14+  y rs , in fron t 
sea t

$ 1 0 no

Ken tucky 7 /1 5 / 9 4 no m ore  than 4 0  In. 
in a ll sea ts

$ 2 5 no

Louisiana 7 / 1 / 8 6 y e s ; e ffec tive 
9 / 1 / 9 5

13+  y rs . in fron t 
s e a t

$ 2 5 no

Maine 1 2 / 2 6 / 9 5 no 18+  y rs . In all 
sea ts

$ 5 0 no

S ta n d a rd
W h o  is  

c o v e r e d ?  In M a x im u m  f in e
D a m a g e s  

re d u c e d  f o r
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S t a t e E f fe c t iv e  d a te e n fo r c e m e n t ? w h a t  s e a t s ? 1 s t  o f f e n s e n o n u s e ?
M aryland 7 / 1 / 8 6 y e s ; e ffec tive 

1 0 / 1 / 9 7
1 6+  y rs . in fron t 

sea t
$ 2 5 no

M assachusetts 2 / 1 / 9 4 no 1 2+  y rs . in a ll 
sea ts $ 2 5 - no

Michigan 7 / 1 / 8 5 yes ; e ffec tive  
4 / 1 / 2 0 0 0

4 +  y rs . In fron t 
s e a t; 4  th rough  

15 y rs . in a ll 
sea ts

$ 2 5 y e s3

M innesota 8 / 1 / 8 6 no a ll In fro n t se a t; 
3 th rough  10 y rs . 

In a ll sea ts

$ 2 5 no

M ississippi 7 / 1 / 9 4 no (y e s  fo r  
ch ild ren  < 8 )

4  th rough  7  y rs . 
In a ll s e a ts /8 +  

y rs . In fro n t sea t

$ 2 5 no

M issouri 9 / 2 8 / 8 5 no (y e s  fo r  
ch ild ren  < 1 6 )

4 +  y rs . In fro n t 
s e a t ; 4  th rough  

15 y rs . In a ll 
sea ts

$ 1 0 y e s3

M ontana 1 0 / 1 / 8 7 no 6 +  y rs . In a ll 
sea ts

$ 2 0 no

N eb raska 1 /1 / 9 3 no 1 6+  y rs . in fron t 
sea t

$ 2 5 y e s 3

N evada 7 / 1 / 8 7 no 5+  y rs . in a ll 
se a ts

$ 2 5 no

New Ham psh ire n/a no law no law no law no

S t a t e E f fe c t iv e  d a t e
S t a n d a rd

e n fo r c e m e n t ?

W h o  is  
c o v e r e d ?  In  
w h a t  s e a t s ?

M a x im u m  f in e  
1 s t  o f f e n s e

D a m a g e s  
r e d u c e d  f o r  

n o n u s e ?
New Je rsey 3 / 1 / 8 5 y e s ; e ffec tive  

5 / 1 / 2 0 0 0
7  y rs . and 

y oun ge r and 
m ore  than 8 0  

lb s .; 8 th rnugh 
17  In a ll s e a ts ; 

1 8+  In fro n t sea t

$ 2 0 yes

New . 'exico 1 /1 / 8 6 yes 1 8+  y rs . in a ll 
sea ts $25 -- no

New Y. rk 1 2 /1 /8 4 yes 1 6 +  y rs . in a ll 
se a ts $50> yes

N orth Caro lina 1 0 /1 / 8 5 yes 1 6+  y rs . in fro n t 
sea t

$ 2 5 no

N orth  D ako ta 7 /1 4 / 9 4 no 1 8+  y rs . in fron t 
sea t

$ 2 0 yes

Ohio 5 / 6 / 8 6 no 4 +  y rs . in fro n t 
sea t

$ 3 0  d r lv e r /$ 2 0  
passenge r

yes

O k lahom a 2 / 1 / 8 7 y e s ; e ffec tive  
1 1 / 1 / 9 7

a ll In fro n t sea t $ 2 0 no

O regon 1 2 / 7 / 9 0 yes 1 6+  y rs . in a ll 
sea ts

$ 7 5 yes

Pennsy lvan ia 1 1 / 2 3 / 8 7 no 8 th rough  17  y rs . 
In a ll s e a ts ; 1 8+  
y rs . In fro n t sea t

$ 1 0 no

Rhode Is land 6 / 1 8 / 9 1 no (y e s  fo r  
ch ild ren  < 1 3 )

7+  y rs . in a ll 
sea ts

$ 5 7 no

S t a t e
Sou th  C aro lina

S ou th  D ako ta  

T ennessee

E f fe c t iv e  d a t e
7 / 1 / 8 9

1 /1 /9 5

4 / 2 1 / 8 6

S t a n d a rd
e n fo r c e m e n t ?

no (y e s  fo r  
ch ild ren < 18

y r s . ) 5

no

no

W h o  is  
c o v e r e d ?  I n  
w h a t  s e a t s ?

6 +  y rs . In fron t
s e a t ; 6 +  y rs . In 
re a r  se a t with 
sh o u ld e r be lt

5 +  y rs . In fro n t 
sea t

4 +  yrs. in fro nt

M ax im u m  f in e  
1 s t  o f f e n s e

$10

$20
$10

D a m a g e s  
re d u c e d  f o r  

n o n u s e ?
no

no

no
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sea t
Texas 9 / 1 / 8 5 yes 4  th rough  16  y rs . 

in a ll sea ts ; 17  * 
y rs . in fro n t se a t

$ 2 0 0 no

Utah 4 / 2 8 / 8 6 no (y e s  fo r  
ch ild ren < 1 9  

y rs .)

1 6+  y rs . ir a ll 
sea ts

$ 4 5 no

V erm on t 1 /1 /9 4 no 16+  y rs . In a ll 
se a ts  (e ff . 

1 / 1 / 0 4 )

$ 2 5  
(e f f . 1 / 1 / 0 4 )

no

Virginia 1 /1 /8 8 no 16+  y rs . in fron t 
sea t

$ 2 5 no

W ash ing ton 6 / 1 1 / 8 6 ye s ; 7 / 1 / 2 0 0 2 a ll in a ll sea ts $ 3 7 no
W est Virginia 9 / 1 / 9 3 no 9+  y rs . in fron t 

sea t; 9  th rough  
17  y rs . In a ll 

sea ts

$ 2 5 y e s3

W isconsin 1 2 /1 / 8 7 no 4 +  y rs . in fron t 
se a t; 4 th rough  
15 y rs . In re a r 

sea t with 
sh ou ld e r belt

$ 1 0 ye s3

W yom ing 6 / 8 / 8 9 no 5+  y rs . In a ll 
sea ts $ 2 5 ? d r iv e r /$ 1 0

p asseng e r
no

1These s ta te s  assess poin ts fo r  v io la tion s .

2A rkansas and W yom ing rew ard  be lt u se  by reducing the fine fo r  the p rim ary  v io la tion  by $ 1 0 .

3U nde r the sa fe ty  be lt d e fen se , W isconsin a llow s a m axim um  15  percen t d am age reduction  (in M issouri, a m axim um  
1 p e rc en t). In  3 s ta te s  ( Iow a , M ichigan, and N eb ra ska ), the dam age reduction m ay  not exceed  5 percen t. In  
C o lo rad o , dam ages m ay  be reduced fo r  pain and su ffe ring  on ly , not e c o n om i: o r  m edica l lo sses . In  W est V irginia, an 
aw ard fo r  m edica l e xpen ses on ly  m ay  be reduced by no m ore  than 5 percent.

'’ in  G eorg ia , the m ax im um  fine  is $ 2 5  if the child Is 5 - 1 8  y rs. D rive rs In M assachusetts m ay  be fined $ 2 5  fo r  vio lating 
the be lt law th em se lv e s and $ 2 5  fo r  each un restra ined  p assenge r 1 2 -1 6  y rs.

5Police a re  proh ib ited in S ou th  C aro lina from  en fo rc ing  sa fe ty  be lt laws a t checkpoin ts des igned fo r th a t pu rpose . 
H ow ever, sa fe ty  be lt v io la tion s m ay be issued a t license and reg ist it io n  checkpoin ts.

C h [Id  R e  s t r a in t ,  B e  11 L a w s  m  a jn  p_a g e 

T a b le s :
Ch ild  R e s t r a in t  L aw s
C h i ld re n  N o t  C o v e re d  b y  S a f e t y  B e l t  o r  C h ild  R e s t r a in t  L aw s
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AS NA TIO N W ID E SEAT B ELT CRACKDO W N BEGINS, NEW  DATA UNDERSCORES  
D EA D LY IM PA C T OF FAILURE TO A D O PT PRIM ARY SEA T BELT LAWS

More than 12.000 Deaths Since 1995 Because States Have Failed To Enact 
Primary Enforcement Seat Belt Laws Proven To Increase Belt Use

Washington. D. C. - As m ore than 12,000 law enforcem ent agencies begin a nationw ide crackdown to 
enforce seat belt and child passenger safety laws this Thanksg iv ing holiday, a new study shows that more 
than 12,000 people have needlessly d ied due to the failure o f sta tes to fo llow  a 1995 National Transportation 
Safety Board recom m endation to enact prim ary enforcem ent seat belt use laws. Today, the NTSB reissued 
that call to states.

"A  prim ary seat belt law is likely to save m ore lives than possibly any 
single p iece o f leg isla tion a s ta t) w ill consider," said NTSB Chairm an 
Ellen G. Englem an. "It is w hy the Safety Board recom m ended states 
adopt these laws in 1995, and why we continue to urge enactm ent o f 
these laws as a safety priority. It is trag ic that 30 states have failed to act 
to im p lem ent th is safety counterm easure that costs nothing, but could 
save so m any."

Primary seat belt laws enable law enforcem ent o fficers to ticket m otorists 
based sole ly on an observed seat belt v iolation, ju s t as they do any o ther m otor vehic le  law. Primary laws 
cover 60 percent o f the U.S. population. Currently, 29 states have secondary laws (New Ham pshire does 
not have an adult seat belt law), which m eans o fficers can only enforce the seat belt law if the m otorist is 
first stopped for som e o ther violation such as speeding.

According to the study released today by the National Safety Council, sta tes that have enacted primary laws 
since 1995 on average experienced a 15-percentage point increase in belt use. Seat belts are proven to 
reduce the risk o f serious injury or death in a crash by 45 percent, and the study shows 12,177 lives have 
been lost since 1995 because 30 states have failed to enact the stronger laws.

"W e have a vaccine for the leading cause o f death for Am ericans from  ages two through 33 - safety belts. 
Primary safety belt laws are our m ost effective  public policy tool," said Jeffrey W. Runge, M.D., Adm in istrator 
fo r the National H ighway Traffic Safety Adm in istration. "If all sta tes moved right now to enact them, 1,400 
more lives could be saved next year a lone in preventable traffic in jury."

On N ovem ber 13, 2003, Chairm an Englem an on behalf o f the NTSB sent a letter to the governors and 
leg isla tive leadership o f the 29 states w ith  secondary laws and New Ham pshire, rem inding them  o f the 
Safety Board's recom m endation and encouraging them  to step-up the ir e fforts to enact a prim ary law in their 
state.

The nationa l C lick It o r T icket M obilization, w hich runs from  Novembe 1 7 -3 0 ,  is based on a public health 
m odel proven to increase belt use, and places specific em phasis on teens and young adults w ho are least 
likely to buckle up and m ost likely to die in a tra ffic  crash.

Accord ing to NHTSA, nearly 4,530 teens and young adults, ages 16-19, died in traffic crashes last year and 
thousands m ore w e re injured. O f the 32,519 people killed in crashes in 2002, nearly 60 percent were not 
w earing a safety belt.

•  Lost Lives by S tates’
(pdf; 182Kb)

•  Participating Law 
Enforcem ent Agencies
(MS Word; 135kb)
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If the situation rem ains the sam e as in 2002, the study, conducted by Neil K. Chaudhary and David F. 
P reusser o f PRG Research Group, Inc., estim ated an additional 1,400 m otorists w ill be killed next year 
alone. (S tate-by-state results are availab le  online, a t w w w .nsc.org)

"Law  enforcem ent officers all over th is country are doing a g reat job  saving lives through seat belt 
enforcem ent, but in 30 states they are doing it w ith one hand tied behind the ir back," said Chuck Hurley, 
Executive D irector o f the National Safety Council's A ir Bag & Seat Belt Safety Cam paign. "W e would be 
saving fa r more lives if state leg isla tors in the states with secondary laws would  respond to the 
overwhelm ing m ajority o f voters who support prim ary laws."

A national survey o f 800 Am ericans conducted by Public Opinion Stra tegies for the A ir Bag & Seat Belt 
Safety Cam paign in May, 2003, showed people in states w ith secondary laws support enactm ent o f primary 
laws in the ir states by a 2-to-1 margin.

"It's especia lly trag ic tha t teens and young adults are suffering the m ost as a result o f th is governm ent 
inaction," added Hurley. This year, Illinois and Delaware became the 19th and 20th sta tes to pass a primary 
law respectively.

"A t the Naval Safety Center, our job  is to look ou t fo r all our Sailors, M arines, and civilians," said RADM 
Brooks. "It's  our priority to ensure as safe a working environm ent as possible, to identify the hazards we all 
face in both our professional and personal lives, to educate everyone in the vital im portance o f risk 
m anagem ent in everything we do, and to im prove readiness. Across our force it's up to the leaders o f every 
Navy and Marine Corps com m and to prom ote awareness and set the exam ple, for tra ffic  safety truly is a 
m atter o f life and death."

During the M obilization, law enforcem ent o fficers w ill intensify enforcem ent o f seat belt and child passenger 
safety laws by setting up checkpoints o r saturation patrols across the country. Seat belt v iolators and drivers 
failing to restrain the ir child passengers w ill be ticketed.

Thanksgiving is one o f the m ost dangerous holidays for motorists. The National Safety Council predicts that 
544 people w ill d ie and 28,300 people w ili su ffe r d isabling injuries resulting from  traffic  crashes during the 
Thanksgiving holiday period.

"Thanksgiving is a joyous holiday fo r m any Am ericans, but it is a lso traditionally one o f the deadliest on the 
roadways," said Lynne Goughler, V ice P resident o f Public Policy at M others Against Drunk Driving.
"Im paired driving and lack o f safety belt usage are the leading killers in autom obile crashes, especia lly 
during the holiday season."

M obilizations are conducted tw ice yearly by the A ir Bag & Seat Belt Safety Cam paign o f the National Safety 
Council in conjunction with law  enforcem ent agencies, state highway safety offices, NHTSA, the National 
Transportation Safety Board and MADD. Follow ing the M obilization in May, 2003, national belt use reached 
a record high o f 79 percent, according to NHTSA.

The A ir Bag & Seat Belt Safety C am paign, a program  o f the National Safety Council, is a public/private 
partnership o f autom otive m anufacturers, insurance com panies, child safety seat m anufacturers, 
governm ent agencies, health p ro fessiona ls and child health and safety organizations. The goal o f the 
Cam paign is to increase the proper use o f safety belts and child safety seats and to inform  the public about 
how to m axim ize the lifesaving capabilities o f a ir bags while  m inim izing the risks.

For additional information about the National Safety Council, visit w w w .nsc.org .

The National Safety Council is a nonprofit, nongovernm enta l, international public service organization 
dedicated to protecting life and prom oting health. M em bers o f NSC include m ore than 45,000 businesses, 
labor organizations, schools, public agencies, private groups and individuals. Founded in 1913, and 
chartered by the U.S. Congress in 1953, the prim ary focus o f the NSC is preventing injuries in workplaces,
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in transportation and in homes and communities.

N e w s  C e n t e r  I N S C  H o m e  I C o m m e n t s

N a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  C o u n c i l

A M em bership O rgan iza tion  Dedicated to P ro tecting  L ife  and P rom oting  Health  
1121 Spring Lake Drive, Itasca, IL 60143-3201 

Tel: (630) 285-1121; Fax: (630) 285-1315
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E X E C U T I V E  O F F  I C E  O F  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0303

F e b r u a r y  1 1 , 2 0 0 4  

( S e n a t e )

S t a t e m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  P o l i c y
S. 1072 - Safe, Accountable. Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act

( S e n a t o r  I n h o f e  ( P )  O k l a h o m a  a n d  3  c o s p o n s o r s )

T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  e n a c t m e n t  o f  a  s i x - y e a r '  h i g h w a y ,  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y ,  a n d  t r a n s i t  

a u t h o r i z a t i o n  b i l l  a n d  p r o c e d u r a l  e f f o r t s  t h a t  w o u l d  l i m i t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  e x t r a n e o u s  

a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  b r i n g  t h e  b i l l  t o  a n  u p  o r  d o w n  v o t e .  S u c h  a  m u l t i - y e a r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  w o u l d  

p r o v i d e  S t a t e s  a n d  l o c a l i t i e s  w i t h  p r e d i c t a b l e  f u n d i n g  t h a t  e n h a n c e s  l o n g - t e r m  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

p l a n n i n g .  T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  p r o p o s a l ,  a s  m o d i f i e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  F Y  2 0 0 5  B u d g e t ,  

w o u l d  p r o v i d e  $ 2 5 6  b i l l i o n  o v e r  s i x  y e a r s ,  a n  h i s t o r i c a l l y  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  i n v e s t m e n t  f o r  h i g h w a y s  

a n d  t r a n s i t  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  r e p r e s e n t s  a  $ 4 '  b i l l i o n ,  o r  2 1  p e r c e n t ,  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E q u i t y  A c t  f o r  t h e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  ( T E A - 2 1 ) ,  t h e  s i x - y e a r  b i l l  e n a c t e d  i n  1 9 9 8 .

T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  s u r f a c e  l i a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e a u l h o r i z a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  e x h i b i t  

s p e n d i n g  r e s t r a i n t  a n d  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  p r i n c i p l e s :  ( 1 )  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  

s p e n d i n g  s h o u l d  n o t  r e l y  o n  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  d i e  g a s  t a x  o r  o t h e r  F e d e r a l  t a x e s ;  ( 2 )  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  s p e n d i n g  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  b o n d i n g  o r  o t h e r  m e c h a n i s m s  t h a t  c o n c e a l  

t h e  t r u e  c o s t  t o  F e d e r a l  t a x p a y e r s ;  a n d  ( 3 )  l i i g h w a y  s p e n d i n g  s h o u l d  b e  f i n a n c e d  f r o m  t h e  

H i g h w a y  T r u s t  F u n d ,  n o t  t h e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y .  A l l  s p e n d i n g  f o r  h i g h w a y s  s h o u l d  

b e  a u t h o r i z e d  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  T i r u s t  F u n d  a n d  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t a x e s  i m p o s e d  o n  h i g h w a y  

u s e ,  t h e r e b y  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  T r u s t  F u n d  r e v e n u e s  a n d  h i g h w a y  s p e n d i n g .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  b i l l  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  a u t h o r i z e s :  $ 2 6 2  b i l l i o n  o n  h i g h w a y s  a n d  h i g h w a y  

s a f e t y ,  w h i c h  i s  $ 5 0  b i l l i o n  a b o v e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  r e q u e s t ,  a n d  $ 5 6  b i l l i o n  o n  m a s s  t r a n s i t ,  w h i c h  

i s  $ 1 2  b i l l i o n  a b o v e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  r e q u e s i .  I n  t o t a l  t h e  S e n a t e  b i l l  a u t h o r i z e s  $ 3 1 8  b i l l i o n  i n  

s p e n d i n g  o n  h i g h w a y s ,  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y ,  a n d  m a s s  t r a n s i t  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  s i x  y e a r s ,  a  f u l l  $ 6 2  b i l l i o n  

a b o v e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d .

T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s  p r o p o s e d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  l e v e l  o f  $ 2 5 6  b i l l i o n  o v e r  s i x  y e a r s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  p r i n c i p l e s  l i s t e d  a b o v e .  W e  s u p p o r t  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  s i x - y e a r  b i l l  a n d  s u p p o r t  m a n y  

o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  o p p o s e  S .  1 0 7 2  a n d  t h e  p e n d i n g  

s u b s t i t u t e  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  s p e n d i n g  l e v e l s  a r e :  t o o  h i g h  a n d  t h e y  v i o l a t e  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  d i s c u s s e d  

a b o v e .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  v i o l a t e s  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  ( s u c h  a s  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  

a u t h o r i z e s  $ 3 1 8  b i l l i o n ’) w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  h i s  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r s  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  

t h a t  b e  v e t o  t h e  b i l l .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o p p o s e s  i n c l u s i o n  i n  a  s u r f a c e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b i l l  o f  u n r e l a t e d  

p r o v i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  A m t r a k .  A n y  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  A m t T a k  s h o u l d  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y  a n d  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  m e a n i n g f u l  r e f o r m s ,  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  

A d m i n i s t r a l i o a  I f  s u r f a c e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  s u c h  p r o v i s i o n s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  

t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  h i s  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r s  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  h e  v e t o  t h e  b i l l .
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T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w a n t s  t o  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  C o n g r e s s  t o  a c h i e v e  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  b i l l  a n d  

r e c o m m e n d s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s .

S a f e t y . T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  n e w  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  

I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m  ( I ' S I P )  a n d  a  s t r o n g  s a f e t y  b e l t  i n c e n t i v e  p r o g r a m ,  b u t  b e l i e v e s  t h e  b i l l  

s h o u l d  a l s o  r e q u i r e  S t a t e .  J i a t  h a v e  n o t  e n a c t e d  p r i m a r y  s a f e t y  b e l t  l a w s  o r  a c h i e v e d  s a f e t y  b e l t  

u s e  r a t e s  o f  9 0  p e r c e n t  t o  s p e n d  n o  l e s s  t h a n  1 0  p e r c e n t  o f  c o r e  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

H S I P  f u n d s  o n  b e h a v i o r a l  s a f e t y  p r o j e c t s  e l i g i b l e  u n d e r  t h e  S e c t i o n  4 0 2  p r o g r a m .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o p p o s e s  l i m i t i n g  a  S t a t e ' s  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  u s e  H S I P  f u n d s  b y  r e q u i r i n g  

m a n d a t o r y  s e t - a s i d e s  f o r  r a i l - h i g h w a y  g r a d e  c r o s s i n g s  o r  s a f e  r o u t e s  t o  s c h o o l s .  T h e  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  s e v e r a l  p r o g r i i m s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( N H T S A )  s h o u l d  b r  c o n s o l i d a t e d  a n d  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h o s e  f u n d s  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  

r e w a r d  S t a t e s  t h a t  a g g r e s s i v e l y  r e d u c e  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  p r o p o s e d  b y  S e c t i o n  2 0 0 1 ( a )  o f  

t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p r o p o s a l .  A l s o ,  l a n g u a g e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  

p r o p o s a l  o n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  N H T S A - a d m i n i s t e r e d  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  d a t a  g r a n t s  s h o u l d  b e  a d d e d  t o  

h e l p  S t a t e s  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  d a t a  t o  r e a s o n a b l e  s t a n d a r d s .

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o v i s i o n s . T h e  A c  m i n i s t r a t i o n  o p p o s e s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b r o a d e n i n g  t h e  l i s t  

o f  e l i g i b l e  p r o j e c t s  f o r  C o n g e s t i o n  M i t i g a t i  o n  a n d  A i r  Q u a l i t y  ( C M A Q )  f u n d i n g  b e c a u s e  m a n y  o f  

t h e s e  n e w  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  h a v e  m i n i m a l  a i r  q u a l i t y  b e n e f i t s .  E l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  C M A Q  f u n d s  s h o u l d  

b e  l i m i t e d  t o  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  a c h i e v e  a i r  q u a l i t y  b e n e f i t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  C l e a n  

A i r  A c t  n o n a t t a i n m e n t  a r e a s ,  w h i c h  n e e d  t h i s  t y p e  o f  f u n d i n g ,  w i l l  i n c r e a s e .  T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  s h o u l d  i m p r o v e  p r o j e c t  d e l i v e r y  w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e  b i l l  

s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a  1 8 0 - d a y  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  l e g a l  c h a l l e n g e s  f o l l o w i n g  f i n a l  a g e n c y  

a p p r o v a l  o f  h i g h w a y  a n d  t r a n s i t  p r o j e c t s .  'IT h is  l i m i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e d u c e  l i t i g a t i o n  u n c e r t a i n t y  

t h a t  c a n  i m p e d e  p r o j e c t  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  y e a r s .  T h e  b i l l  s h o u l d  a l s o  a v o i d  a d d i n g  n e w  

r e q u i r e  n c n t s  t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n n i n g '  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n n i n g  

p r o c e s s  w i t h  o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s e s  t o  r e d u c e  r e d u n d a n c i e s .

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p r o j e c t  r e v i e w  u n d e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P o l i c y  A c t ,  t h e  b i l l  

s h o u l d  c l a r i f y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  S t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  b e  j o i n t  l e a d  a g e n c i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  

U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n  p r e p a r i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d o c u m e n t s .  T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t  s e c t i o n  1 5 1 1  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  p r o p o s a l  i n  S A F E T E A ,  a n d  

e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  S e n a t e  t o  a d o p t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  p r o p o s a l .

T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  s h o u l d  c l a r i f y  s t a n d a r d s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  

p u b l i c  p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  l a n a s ,  w i l d l i f e  a n d  w a t e r f o w l  r e f u g e s ,  a n d  h i s i o r i c  s i t e s  - -  c o m m o n l y  

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " S e c t i o n  4 ( f ) . "  A  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  4 ( 0  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " p r u d e n t "  i s  n e e d e d  

t o  f o r e s t a l l  c o n f u s i n g  s t a n d a r d s  a p p l i e d  u n e v e n l y  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o u r t s  o i  A p p e a l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e  b i l l  s h o u l d  a d d r e s s  t h e  o v e r l a p  b e t w e e r  S e c t i o n  4 ( 0  a n d  S e c t i o n  1 0 6  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  

P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t  t o  d e c r e a s e  p r o j e c t  d e l a y s  a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  s h o u l d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a  m a n d a t o r y  t w o  

p e r c e n t  s e t - a s i d e  f r o m  t h e  S u r f a c e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P r o g r a m  ( S T P )  t o  s u p p o r t  a  h i g h w a y  

s t o r m w a t e r  d i s c h a r g e  m i t i g a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  S t o r m w a t e r  d i s c h a r g e  m i t i g a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a l r e a d y  

e l i g i b l e  u n d e r  S T P .

New Regulatory Mandates. The Administration strongly opposes the numerous
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m a n d a t e d  r u l e m a k i n g s  f o r  N H T S A  a n d  t h e  F M C S A .  T h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  p r e d e t e r m i n e  t i m e t a b l e s  

a n d  o u t c o m e s  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  g r o u n d i n g  i n  s c i e n c e ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  p r o o f  o f  n e t  s a f e t y  

b e n e f i t s .  B y  p r e s c r i b i n g  s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  m a n d a t i n g  p r i o r i t i e s ,  t h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  w i l l  

d e l a y  o r  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  o n g o i n g  s a f e t y  i n i f i  a t i v e s  a n d  m a y  h a v e  t h e  u n i n t e n d e d  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  

r e d i r e c t i n g  a g e n c y  r e s o u r c e s  a w a y  f r o m  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  w i l l  d o  m o r e  o v e r a l l  g o o d  f o r  s a f e t y .  T h e  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a l s o  o b j e c t s  t o  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f :  ( I )  c o s t l y  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l  

r e q u i r i n g  F M C S A  t o  i s s u e  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  t o  6 . 5  m i l l i o n  c o m m e r c i a l  d r i v e r s  w h i l e  l i m i t i n g  

t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  lo  p h y s i c i a n s  a l o n e ;  a n d  ( 2 )  t h e  b i l l ' s  e x p a n s i o n  o f  

h o u r s - o f - s e r v i c e  s a f e t y  e x e m p t i o n s .

F i n a n c i n g  a n d  F r e i g h t  M o b i l i t y . T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  b i l l ’ s  e x p a n s i o n  o f  

t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  F i n a n c e  a n d  I n n o v a t i o n  A c t  ( T I F I A )  l o a n  p r o g r a m  b y  l o w e r i n g  

t h e  p r o j e c t  t h r e s h o l d  a n d  b r o a d e n i n g  t h e  l i s t  o f  e l i g i b l e  p r o j e c t s  t o  i n c l u d e  f r e i g h t  p r o j e c t s .  

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o p p o s e s  r e m o v i n g  t h e  T I F I A  p r o g r a m  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a  b o r r o w e r  

h a v e  a  d e d i c a t e d  s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e  f o r  r e p a y i n g  i t s  T I F I A  l o a n  L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o p p o s e s  a l l o w i n g  r a i l r o a d s  t o  u s e  F e d e r a l  ; p a n t s  t o  p a y  t h e  c r e d i t  r i s k  p r e m i u m  o r  r e p a y  R a i l r o a d  

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  I m p r o v e m e n t  F i n a n c i n g  l o a n s .

T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  a m e n l i n g  t h e  b i l l  t o  g i v e  S t a t e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  m a n a g e  

c o n g e s t i o n  a n d  r a i s e  a d d i t i o n a l  r e v e n u e  b y  a l l o w i n g  d r i v e r s  o f  s i n g l e  o c c u p a n t  v e h i c l e s  t o  u s e  

H i g h  O c c u p a n c y  V e h i c l e  l a n e s  b y  p a y i n g  l o l l s .  T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  a m e n d i n g  t h e  

b i l l  t o  p r o v i d e .  S t a t e s  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  i m p l e m e n t  v a r i a b l e  t o l l s  o n  i n t e r s t a t e s  f o r  c o n g e s t i o n  

m a n a g e m e n t  o r  a i r  q u a l i t y  i m p r o v e m e n t  p u r p o s e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  

a m e n d i n g  t h e  b i l l  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p r o p o s a l  t o  a m e n d  t h e  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  

C o d e  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  i s s u a n c e  b y  S t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  " p r i v a t e  a c t i v i t y  b o n d s "  f o r  

h i g h w a y s  a n d  s u r f a c e  f r e i g h t  t r a n s f e r  f a c i l i t i e s .

P u b l i c  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P r o g r a m s . A  s i d e  f r o m  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  o v e r a l l  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s ,  t h e  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  p l e a s e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  i n c l u d e s  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  i m p r o v e  h u m a n  s e r v i c e  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  e x p a n d  t h e  " N e w  S t a r t s "  p r o g r a m ,  b u t  i s  d i s a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  

o m i s s i o n  o f  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n c e n t i v e  p r o g r a m  t o  r e w a r d  t r a n s i t  a g e n c i e s  b a s e d  o n  i n c r e a s e s  i n  

t r a n s i t  r i d e r s h i p .

A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  O v e r s i g h t . T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  p l e a s e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  i n c l u d e s  

s t r i n g e n t  p r o j e c t  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w h i c h  w e r e  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I m p r o v e d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  2n d  f o c u s e d  o v e r s i g h t  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  h e l p  m a x i m i z e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f  a v a i l a b l e  f u n d s .

F u n d i n g  F i r e w a l l s  a n d  G u a r a n t e e s . T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  a  s e p a r a t e  c a t e g o r y  o r  

" f i r e w a l l s "  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s p e e d i n g  f r o m  t h e  H i g h w a y  T r u s t  F u n d ,  b u t  o n l y  i n  t h e  

c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p r o p o s a l  f o r a n n u a l  s t a t u t o r y  l i m i t s  o n  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  s p e n d i n g .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  p r o p o s e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  " f i r e  w a l l s "  f o r  g e n e r a l  f u n d  

s p e n d i n g  o n  s u c h  c r i t i c a l  a r e a s  a s  d e f e n s e  2 n d  h o m e l a n d  s e c u r i t y ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  o p p o s e s  s u c h  

t r e a t m e n t  f o r  g e n e r a l  f u n d  s p e n d i n g  o n  m a s s  t r a n s i t  p r o g r a m s .

B v r d  T e s t  C h a n g e . T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o p p o s e s  w e a k e n i n g  t h e  B y r d  T e s t  t o  c o m p a r e  

s p e n d i n g  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c u r r e n t  r e s o u r c e s  p l u s  f o u r  y e a r s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s ,  o f  e s t i m a t e d  f u t u r e  

r e v e n u e .  T h e  B y r d  T e s t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  H i g h w a y  T r u s t  F u n d  i n  1 9 5 6  t o



0 2 / 2 5 / 0 4  WED 1 2 : 2 4  FAX 2 0G  2 2 0  7G 5 1 NHTSA REG ION  X

e n s u r e  t h a t  f u t u r e  r e v e n u e s  w o u l d  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c o v e r  o u t s t a n d i n g  s p e n d i n g  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e  

B y r d  T e s t  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  v n  e n s u r i n g  t h e  H i g h w a y  T r u s t  F u n d ' s  s o l v e n c y  f o r  n e a r l y  5 0  

y e a r s ,  a n d  m o d i f i c a t i o n  c o u l d  a l l o w  l e v e l s  o f  s p e n d i n g  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  s u s t a i n e d  b y  e s t i m a t e d  

r e v e n u e s  t o  t h e  H i g h w a y  T r u s t  F u n d .

P a r k  R o a d s . T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  f u n d i n g  l e v e l  f o r  p a r k  r o a d s ,  b u t  o p p o s e s  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s e c t i o n  1 8 0 6  o f  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h  a  p a r k  f u n d i n g  p r i o r i t y  s y s t e m  t h a t  w o u l d  

r e d u c e  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s  a b i l i t y  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  P a r k  L e g a c y  P r o g r a m .  

A l l o c a t i o n  o f  p a r k  r o a d  f u n d i n g  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  s o u n d  a s s e t  m a n a g e m e n t  a p p r o a c h  

o n  w h i c h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  P a r k  L e g a c y  P r o g r a m  i s  b a s e d  a n d  w h i c h  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  b y  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  i n  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  w i l l  b e s t  a d d r e s s  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a l l  p a r k s ,  n o t  j u s t  a  f e w .

C r o s s - B o r d e r  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o p p o s e s  t h e  b i l l ' s  p r o v i s i o n s  d e f i n i n g  

f o r e i g n  t r u c k s  a n d  b u s e s  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  c r o s s - b o r d e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  c a r g o  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  i n t o  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  " i m p o r t s . "  E x i s t i n g  s t a t u t o r y  p r o v i s i o n s  a l r e a d y  a d d r e s s  c r o s s - b o r d e r  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s a f e t y ,  a n d  t h e  r e v i s e d  d e f i n i t i o n  w o u l d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i s r u p t  t h e  a l m o s t  $ 2  b i l l i o n  

d a i l y  c r o s s - b o r d e r  m o v e m e n t  o f  g o o d s .

M A G L E V . T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o p p o s e s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  f u n d i n g  f o r  

M a g n e t i c  L e v i t a t i o n  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  T e c h n o l o g y  D e p l o y m e n t  ( M A G L E V ) .  T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  

S A F E T E A  p r o p o s a l  d i d  n o t  s e e k  f u n d i n g  l o r  M A G L E V  a n d  b e l i e v e s  f u n d s  c a n  b e  b e t t e r  s p e n t  

i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e  N a t i o n ' s  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m s .

B u d g e t  E s t i m a t e s  a n d  E n f o r c e m e n t

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  a f f e c t  d i r e c t  s p e n d i n g  a n d  r e c e i p t s .  I t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  e x e r c i s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  r e s t r a i n t  

o v e r  F e d e r a l  s p e n d i n g  i n  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  e n s u r e s  d e f i c i t  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  l o o k s  

f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  C o n g r e s s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  T h e  B u d g e t  E n f o r c e m e n t  A c t ’s  

p a y - a s - y o u - g o  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  d i s c r e t i o n a r y '  s p e n d i n g  c a p s  e x p i r e d  o n  S e p ' m r b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 0 2 .

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  F Y  2 0 0 5  B u d g e t  i n c l u d e s  a  p r o p o s a l  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  c a p s  t h r o u g h  

2 0 0 9 ,  a  p a y - a s - y o u - g o  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  d i r e c t  s p e n d i n g ,  a n d  a  n e w  

m e c h a n i s m  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  l o n g - t e r m  u n f u n d e d  o b l i g a t i o n s .  O M B 's  c o s t  e s t i m a t e  o f  

t h i s  b i l l  c u r r e n t l y  i s  u n d e r  d e v e l o p m e n t

* * * * * * *
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A p r i l  2 ,  20 0 4

The Honorable Con Bunde 
Alaska State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 506 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Bunde:

In 2002, 42,815 Americans died on our Nation’s roads and over 18,000 of them 
were not wearing safety belts. In Alaska, 54 people died as passenger vehicle occupants, 
while 24 were not wearing a safety belt. Wearing a safety belt would have saved the 
lives of half of those people. In addition to the waste o f life, not wearing belts cost our 
country about $20 billion last year in total economic loss.

I commend your leadership in supporting a primary safety belt law that will help 
Alaska achieve a 90 percent belt use rate. In the Bush Administration’s Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act of 2003 transportation 
reauthorization proposal, States receive a significant incentive if they get their safety belt 
use rate to 90 percent or enact a primary enforcement law. For Alaska, that would mean 
$3.9 million to use on a wide range of transportation needs, including safety 
infrastructure repairs.

The plan to reward States for excellence in safety belt use is consistent with the 
Bush Administration’s priority of respecting state authority to make their own laws. Our 
proposal rewards States for taking the necessary actions to save lives through increased 
safety belt use rates. We are firmly committed to the idea of providing States with 
incentives to increase safety belt use.

There are obvious benefits to achieving higher belt use rates. We estimate that your 
bill will save the State’s economy $19.3 million. More importantly, the value to the five 
families each year whose loved ones would return home to them would be impossible to 
measure.

A primary safety belt law is sound public policy. When Slates upgrade their law to 
primary enforcement, significant gains are achieved almost immediately. In 2000, 
Michigan’s safety belt use rate went from 70 percent to 84 percent after the enactment of 
its primary enforcement law. Alabama’s use rate stood at 58 percent in 1999, only to 
jump to 71 percent in 2000 and to 79 percent in 2001.



As your session progresses, I hope that you will be successful with your legislation 
that will make Alaska a true leader in traffic safety. With you help, I know we are going 
to save lives. If you have any questions, feel free to contact N icole Nason, Assistant 
Secretary for Governmental Affairs at (202) 366-4573.

Sincerely yours,
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Frank H . Murkowski, Governor 
W illiam  Tandeske, C om m issioner

F e b r u a r y  1 8 ,  2 0 C 4

The Honorable Con  Bunde 
A la ska  S ta te  Senate 
S tate  Cap ito l, Room  506 
Juneau , A K  99801

D ear Senato r Bunde:

A s  I have prev iously d iscussed  with you, I support the implementation o f primary seat be ll legislation 
in A laska. M y  support Is based  on twenty-six yea rs of se rv ice  as an A laska  State T rooper where I 
persona lly  Investigated a large num ber o f m otor veh ic le  crashes resulting in se rious injury or 
death. W ithout question, sea t belts save  lives.

A s  Com m iss ioner o f Pub lic  Safety, I am  committed to doing all that is  reasonab le to ensure the safety 
o f all A laskans. Prim ary seat belt legislation would provide a v iab le  m eans for law  enforcem ent to 
ensure com p liance  with seat belt regulations and thereby reduce the incidents o f se rious inquiry or 
loss o f life.

I be lieve that primary se a l belt legislation and ongoing education efforts are excellent strateg ies 
to reduce tho alarm ing num ber of se rious Injuries Dr deaths on our highways. If the Department of 
P ub lic  Safety can  be o f ass istance to you in your legislative endeavors, p lease do not hesitate to 
contact m y office.

Sincerely,

W illiam  Tandeske 
Com m issioner

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

Department o f

O ffice  o f the  C om m issioner 
450 W h ittie r S treet - Juneau, A K  99811 - Voice (907) 465-4322 - Fax (907) 4654362



A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

M e m o r a n d u m

Service Since 1921

D a t e : February 19, 2004

To: Senator C on Bunde

From: C aptain  R oss P lum m er Patrol D iv ision

Subject: Seatbelt Law

The A nchorage P olice D epartm ent in conjunction w ith  State and local la w  enforcem ent 
agencies has the responsib ility  to protect the public. A t tim es this task is  d ifficu lt and  
often  com p ou n d ed  b y  inadequate law s. A nchorage Police D epartm ent is  contributing to 
public sa fety  b y  en forcing  the ex isting  occupant protection law s w ith in  our jurisdiction. 
O fficers are far too fam iliar w ith  the often tragic resu lts o f n ot w earin g  safety  belts  
during a co llision . The lo ss  o f lives and injuries susta ined  in our city are far too m any.

N ational stu d ies  sh o w  seat belts save  lives. The A nchorage Police D epartm ent is 
ded icated  in the fight to save lives. A  prim ary seat belt law  w o u ld  assist in  our efforts to 
help  m ake our streets safer. A t this tim e O fficers are unable to stop  drivers w h o  choose  
not to w ear a sa fety  belt. The n ew  prop osed  seat belt law  w ill enable officers to stop  and  
cite violators. This w ill help  save  lives by encouraging m ore p eop le  to w ear sa fety  belts. 
The A nchorage P olice D epartm ent has d ed icated  resources to a n ew  traffic unit and  
believes this bill w ill a llow  officers to m ake a d ifference in low erin g  our fatalities and  
d ecreasing injuries w ith in  the city o f A nchorage.

D uring 2002 there w ere  36 veh ic le  fatalities in the city o f A nchorage. D uring  2003  
A nchorage P olice D epartm ent w orked w ith  the N ational H ig h w a y  Transportation and  
Safety O ffice to p roactive ly  increase seat belt u sage in the state o f A laska. D uring  2003 
A nchorage increased  seatbelt u se  b y  13%. This is the h ighest increase in the nation . Our 
com pliance rate is  n o w  over 85%. In 2003 our fatalities w ent d ow n  13% form  36 to 23.
O ne m ust ask if  th is is  coincidental or correlated to the increased enforcem ent.

In the last quarter o f  2003 there w ere 4 fatalities that could have been prevented  if the 
driver w o u ld  h a v e  been  w earin g  a seatbelt. H av in g  a prim ary seatbelt law  w ill not 
ensure that every o n e  w ill w ear them  but the p ossib ility  of sav in g  one life is som eth in g  
w orth y  o f ack n ow led gem en t.

The A nchorage P olice D epartm ent supports this bill and all efforts tow ards sav in g  lives  
and m aking our streets safer.
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M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e

M ayor M ark Begich Department of Health and Human Services

F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  2 0 0 4

S e n a t o r  C o n  B u n d e  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  B o o m  5 0 6  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

S u b j e c t :  P r i m a r y  S e a t b e l t  J _ a w ,  S B  3 1 6

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B u n d e ,

T h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p r i m a r y  

s e a t b e l t  l a w  b e c a u s e  i t  c a n  s a f e  m o r e  l i v e s  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  u s e  r a t e  t o  9 0 % .  A  s e a t b e l t  l a w  a l r e a d y  

e x i s t s  b u t  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  l i f t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  f o r  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r s  t o  p u l l  a  m o t o r i s t  o v e r  f o r  n o t  w e a r i n g  a  

s e a t b e l t .

W e  k n o w  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  T r a u m a  R e g i s t r y  t h a t  8 4 %  o f  t h e  b e l t e d  o c c u p a n t s  i n  c r a s h e s  w a l k e d  a w a y  u n i n j u r e d  

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  o n l y  6 0 %  o f  t h e  u n b e l t e d  o c c u p a n t s .  I n  a  t e n  y e a r  p e r i o d ,  t h e  p a t i e n t s  w h o  w e r e  n o t  b u c k l e d  u p  

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  c r a s h  w e r e  a l m o s t  t w i c e  a s  l i k e l y  t o  s u s t a i n  a  s e r i o u s  h e a d  i n j u r y  a n d  o v e r  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  t i m e s  

m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  d i s c h a r g e d  w i t h  a  p e r m a n e n t  d i s a b i l i t y .  O n e  i n  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  b i l l e d  a  g o v e r n m e n t  

p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l  c a r e  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  a  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o r  s k i l l e d  n u r s i n g  f a c i l i t y .  A  p e r m a n e n t  

d i s a b i l i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h e a d  t r a u m a  a n d  b r a i n  d a m a g e ,  w h i c h  m a n y  o f  t h e  i n j u r i e s  a r e ,  c a n  c o s t  M e d i c a i d  m i l l i o n s  

o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  p a t i e n t .  W i t h  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  c r a s h e s  a n d  i n j u r i e s ,  t h e  s t a t e  c a n  r e d u c e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  f o r  

e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e ,  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r s ,  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  l e g a l  e x p e n s e s .

I t  h a s  b e e n  1 2  y e a r s  s i n c e  a  s e a t b e l t  J a w  w a s  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  A l a s k a .  T w e n t y  s t a t e s  a n d  D C  h a v e  p a s s e d  a  

p r i m a r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  a n d  i t  i s  t i m e  f o r  A l a s k a  t o  g e t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p o l i c y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J o a n  D i a m o n d  

M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  

I n j u r y  P r e v e n t i o n

C o m m un ity , S e cu rity , P ro sp e r ity



F E B - 1 8 - 2 0 0 4  0 5 : 1 9 P  FROM: T O : 1 9 0 7 4 6 5 3 0 7 1 P

Dear Senator Bunde,

Thank you for introducing S B 3 X 6 .

T h e  following graph clearly illustrates the effectiveness of primary seat

aws in the nation.

95 -
■ Prrnary 
□ N o tP f i r a iy '

* Suiveys were not wibmttect fcr ME and MH in 2002.
FIGURE 1. Belt use rates in 2002 (JUata Source: NHTSA).

According to statistics provided by the National Highway Transportation 

Sufety Administration ( N H T S A ) , up to 5 0 %  of those who die in car 

crashes in which seat belts were (not) used might have survived if they 

had been. For ex a m ple... here in Alaska last year we lost 32 people 

who were not using seatbelts. Half (16 Alaskans) might have been saved 
IF  ONLY T H E Y  H A D  B U C K L E D  U P I

Considering this potential for saving lives on Alaska's highways the 

Fairbanks Chapter of M A D D  supports primary seat belt enforcement.

Sincerely,

Al Near

vice-president

M A D D  Fairbanks Chapter

2/18/2004
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A la s k a  In ju r y  
P re v e n ts Alaska Injury Prevention Center 

PO  Box 210736 
Anchorage, A K  99521-0736

T e l. 907-929-3941 
F A X  907 -929 -3940

E m a il: a s c 1 @ a la s k a .n e t

F e b r u a r y  1 8 , 2 0 0 4

Senator Con Bunde 
State Capitol, Room 506 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Senator Bunde.
I would like to take this opportunity to offer my expertise and experience in support of 
SB  316. I recently completed a study funded by a non-profit group called the 
Automotive Coalition for Traffic Safety. This research project, Alaska Seat Belt Cost 
Analysis, compiled and analyzed the hospital costs associated with seat belt use in 
Alaska. The  research is already getting statewide recognition as an argument to be 
used for primary enforcement of seat belt laws. The study shows that from 1996 
through 1999, medical costs for unbelted occupants totaled more than $13 million 
dollars of which, 50% were paid with public funds. I've attached a copy of the Executive 
Summary for your use.

Fairbanks was the first city in Alaska to pass an ordinance giving police the authority to 
stop someone for not wearing a seat belt -  primary enforcement. There was 
considerable public backlash over the new ordinance and it was eventually repealed, 
but the fine for the existing law was significantly increased. Anchorage was also 
considering a similar municipal ordinance that would allow primary enforcement of seat 
belt use within the city limits and asked for a copy of the research findings.

Alaska was recently chosen by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration as 
one of 13 states to receive special initiatives to reduce our DUI deaths, and to increase 
our seat belt usage. At 79%, Alaska's seat belt usage rate has improved tremendously 
over previous years but there are still a significant number of non-users in the state. If 
we are able to get a primary enforcement law passed, we would expect to see the seat 
belt usage rate climb to around 90%.

As the evaluator for the recent Click It or Ticket enforcement campaigns, we conducied 
random telephone surveys on 1,600 Anchorage residents. One of the questions asked 
if they were in favor or apposed to police stopping someone for not wearing a seat belt. 
Sixty-severi (67%) percent said they were in favor of such a law.

Ron Perkins, MPH 
Executive Director, A IPC

mailto:asc1@alaska.net


A c tiv ism  I V ic tim  S e rv ice s  I E duca tion

Mothers Against Drunk Driv:ng 
JUNEAU CHAPTER 

2 1 1 4 th  St.. Suite 3 14  
Juneau, AK 998o1 

Phone (9 0 7 )463 -2562  
Fax (9 0 7 )4 63 -2 540  

madd@alaska.net 
www.madd.org/akrjuneau

February 18, 2004

Senator Con  Bunde
State Capitol Building, room 506
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: Senate Bill 316, "An A ct relating to motor vehicle safety belt violations."

Dear Senator Bunde,

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (M A D D ) supports Senate Bill 316. M A D D  advocates increase 
use of occupant protection for all motor vehicle drivers and passengers and recognizes the need 
for publicized, enforce safety belt and child seat laws as a major defense against alcohol-and 
other drug-impaired drivers. A  seat belt is our best defense against drunk driving.

Studies have found that states which pass a primary seat belt law increase their average seat 
belt usage by nine to fourteen percentage points. Th is in turn, decreases crash fatalities by an 
average of eight percent and decreases the severity of injuries in crashes.

Seat belts are proven to reduce the risk of serious injury or death in a crash by forty five percent, 
and a study shows 12,1777 lives have been lost since 1995 because 30 states, including 
Alaska, have failed to enact a primary seat belt law.

Som e argue that they should be able to choose not to wear a oeat belt. However, seat belt use 
is the law already. Additionally, the decision to wear a seat belt affects those too young to make 
a conscious choice.

Adults who do not buckle up are sending a m essage to children that it is all right not to use seat 
belts-the probability of a fatally injured child being unrestrained is more than twice as likely when 
the adult driving was unrestrained.

85 percent of the costs of crashes are borne by society, not by the individuals in the crash. 
Considering that a crash costs 55 percent more when a crash victim is unbelted, we have a 
financial imperative to enact primary seat belt law, in addition to the moral and ethical 
imperatives.

Sincerely,

Cindy Cashen 
Executive Director

mailto:madd@alaska.net
http://www.madd.org/akrjuneau


A M E R I C A N  T R U C K I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N S
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D r i v i n g  T r u c k i n g ’ s  S u c c e s s

Bill G r a v e sPresident and Chief Executive Officer

February 13, 2004

The Honorable Frank Murkowski DEPARTMENT OF sAr^*^
Governor o f  Alaska -  JUNEAU. AUbhA

Office o f  the Governor FEB 2 3 2004
State Capitol
P.O. Box 110001 COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE

Juneau, AK 99811-001

Dear Governor Murkowski,

While the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has 
reported that safety belt usage among passenger vehicle drivers has risen to an all-time 
high o f  79 percent, the news is not as positive among our nation’s truck drivers.

Recently the U.S. Department o f  Transportation (DOT) released a new national 
study that found only 48 percent o f  truck drivers wear safety belts. In 2002, 5SS truck 
drivers lost their lives in crashes. H alf o f  them were not wearing their safety belts. Of 
the 171 drivers that were ejected from their trucks, 80% hadn’t buckled up. We can, and 
must, do a better job to help save lives on our roads.

As the national trade association that actively promotes highway safety while 
representing every type and class o f  motor carrier in the trucking industry, the American 
Trucking Associations (ATA) is concerned that the usage rate among truck drivers falls 
well short o f  the nationwide average among passenger vehicle drivers. Along with the 
Alaska Trucking Association, Inc., I’m writing to ask for your assistance.

According to the NHTSA, states with p r i m a r y  safety belt laws have usage rates 
about 8 percentage points better than states with secondary enforcement laws. I strongly 
urge you to be the champion for a primary safety belt law in your state by seeking 
legislative action as soon as the opportunity arises. Doing so w ill make a real difference. 
As a former Governor, I understand the difficult task that I ’m asking you to undertake, 
however, by doing so you will be directly responsible for helping to save lives in Alaska.

http://www.truckline.com


You can help us increase safety belt usage among truck drivers. B y championing a 
primary safety belt law, you can provide strong support to this important public safety 
initiative to save more lives. If your staff would like to discuss A T A ’s work on this 
issue, please have them contact A TA ’s Safety & Operations Department at (703) 838- 
1847.

The Honorable Frank Murkowski
February 13, 2004
Page Two

CC: Norman Y. Mineta, Secretary, U.S. Department o f  Transportation
Jeffrey W. Runge, M .D., Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration
Annette M. Sandberg, Administrator, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
Mike Barton, Acting Commissioner, Alaska Department o f  Transportation & Public 

Facilities
William Tandeske, Commissioner, Alaska Department o f  Public Safety 
Michael Bell, Alaska Trucking Association, Inc.



TO: Lauren Wickersham -  Senator Bunde’s Office

FROM: Don Smith -  Alaska Highway Safety Office

February 11, 2004

P R IM A R Y  S A F E T Y  S E A T  B E L T  L A W

Primary enforcement allows a law enforcement officer to slop a vehicle and issue a citation when the 
officer observes an unbelted driver or passenger. Secondary enforcement, which is what Alaska has non’, 
means that a citation for not wearing a safety belt can be written only after the officer stops the vehicle or 
cites the offender for another infraction

A primary scat belt law will not only save lives and reduce injuries in Alaska, but will also save Alaska's 
citizens substantial amounts of money in associated health care costs.

The average safely belt use in States with primary enforcement laws was 11 percentage points higher than 
in Slates without primary enforcement.

When States upgrade their laws from secondary’ to primary, dramatic increases in safety belt use are often 
observed.

If Alaska can raise its s.’ifcty belt use rate 11 percentage points by passing a primary belt use law. it is 
estimated that 6 lives could be saved in Alaska annually.

Primary safely bell laws also help save the lives of children. Citizens are much more likely to buckle up 
and place their children in child safety scats when there is the possibility of receiving a citation for not 
doing so.

Safety belts reduce the risk of death to front seat passenger car occupants by 45% and the risk of moderate 
to critical injury by 50%. In light truck occupants, safety belts reduce the risk of death by 60 % and 
moderate to critical injury by 65%.

Also, even if you arc a good driver, wearing your seat bell is your best defense against drunk, drowsy, and 
aggressive drivers.

It is estimated that in the year 2000 safety bell use saved about $50 billion in medical care, lost productivity 
and other injury related cost in the United States. Conversely, safely belt non-use cost society about $26 
billion. Each critically injured survivor costs an average of $1.1 million. Medical costs and lost 
productivity account for 84 % of the cost for this most serious level of non-fatal injury.

Those not directly involved in crashes pay for nearly % of all crash costs, primarily through insurance 
premiums, taxes, and travel delay. These costs, borne by society rather than by crash victims -  totaled over 
$170 billion in 2000 for all traffic crashes

Safety belts save lives!



Senaie Bill 316 - PRIMARY Scat Belt Law

S u b j e c t :  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 1 6  -  P R I M A R Y  S e a t  B e l t  L a w  

D a t e :  Thu, 26 Feb 2004 11:52:52 -0900 
F r o m :  Lisa Kibbee <LKibbee@mcc-cpa.com>

T o :  ’"Senaior_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us"' <Senator_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>, 
"'Senator_John_Cowdery@legis.state.ak.us'" <Senator_John_Cowdery@legis.state.ak.us>, 
"'Senator_Bert_Stedman@legis.state.ak.us'" <Senator_Bert_Stedman@legis.state.ak.us>, 
"'Senator_Gretchen_Guess@legis.slate.ak.us'" <Senator_Gretchen_Guess@legis.state.ak.us>, 
"'Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us'" <Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us>, 
"'Senator_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us'" <Senator_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>

S e n a t o r s ,

As a  v o l u n t e e r  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  p a s s  SB 3 1 6 .  I t  c o u l d  
r e a l l y  s a v e  l i v e s  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a .  P l e a s e  make t h i s  a r e a l i t y  f o r  t h o s e  
f a m i l i e s  who h a v e  l o s t  t h e i r  l o v e d  o n e s  a l r e a d y  an d  t h e  many m o re  l i v e s  y o u  
a r e  l i k e l y  t o  s a v e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L i s a  K ib b e e  
L i e u t e n a n t  -  Team One 
EMT 1
A l a s k a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  V o l u n t e e r s

1 o il 2/27/2004 9:28 AM
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S u b j e c t :

D a t e :  W e d ,  2 5  F e b  2 0 0 4  2 3 : 4 1 : 1 7  - 0 8 0 0  ( P S T )

F r o m :  J  M c A r t h u r  < j u d i t h m c a r t h u r @ y a h o o . c o m >

T o :  S e n a t o r _ C o n _ B u n d e @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s

S e n a t o r  B u n d e ,
P le a s e  s u p p o r t  S . B .  3 1 6 .  W e a r i n g  a s e a t  b e l t  i s  w h a t  
s a v e d  my c h i l d ' s  l i f e  when s h e  was h i t  b y  a  d r u n k  
d r i v e r .

J u d i t h  M c A r t h u r  
P .O .B o x  7 7 3 1 1 1  
E a g l e  R i v e r  AK 9 9 5 7 7

Do yo u  Y a h o o !?
G e t  b e t t e r  spam p r o t e c t i o n  w i t h  Y a h o o !  M a i l .  
h t t p : / / a n t i s p a m . y a h o o . c o m / t o o l s

i or i 2/27/2004 9 :28  AM

mailto:judithmcarthur@yahoo.com
mailto:Senator_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us
http://antispam.yahoo.com/tools


S u b j e c t :

D a t e :  W e d ,  2 8  J a n  2 0 0 4  0 8 : 1 2 : 1 5  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  " T h o m a s  R e m a l e y "  < r e m a l e y @ p a l m e r p o l i c e . c o m >

T o :  < S e n a t o r _ C o n _ B u n d e @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s >

I live in W asilla  and work in Palmer. In reading AS 28.05.095 reference the use of seatbelts, I see that it is required 
by law, however, police officers can not stop a vehicle sole ly to address a seatbelt violation. I would ask that you 
introduce and support a bill to allow officers to address this issue w ithout having to establish som e other probable 
cause to stop the vehicle. A fter all, if the wearing of seatbelts makes the m otoring public that m uch m ore safe, why 

not m ake it im portant enough (or less difficult) to enforce?

Thom as Rem aley

l of 1 2/27/2004 9 :29  AM

mailto:remaley@palmerpolice.com
mailto:Senator_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us


SB 316

S u b j e c t :  S B  3 1 6

Date: Thu, 26 Feb 2004 09:42:21 -0900 
F r o m :  "PATRICIA HONG" <afpah@uaa.alaska.edu>

T o :  <Senator_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Bunde —

Thank you for sponsoring SB 316, which would establish a primary seat belt law here in Alaska. As a 
former Girdwood resident, I know how many lives are either lost or forever changed by automobile 
crashes on the Seward Highway. A primary seat belt law would have prevented many of those deaths.

As a nurse, I've taken care of far too many car crash victims. Scat belts would have mitigated the severity 
of many o f those injuries!

Please do all you can to pass this bill and put it on the Governor's desk ASAP!

Thanks, Patti Hong, RN

P a t r i c i a  H o n g < ? x m l : n a m e s p a c e  p r e f i x  =  o n s  =  

" u r n : s c h e m a s - m i c r o s o f t - c o m : o f f i c e : o f f i c e "  / >

U A A  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g

9 0 7 - 7 8 6 - 4 5 7 8  ( w )

9 0 7 - 7 8 6 - 4 5 5 9  ( i )

1 of I 2/27/2004 9:29 AM
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C o u n c i l m a n  S c o t t  K a w a s a k i

F a irb a n k s  C ity  C ounc il 
2 0 0 8  C a r r  A v e n u e  
F a irb a n k s , A la s k a  9 9 7 0 9 - 4 2 1 1

H : ( 9 0 7 ) 5 9 0 - 0 3 1 5  
F : ( 9 0 7 ) 4 5 9 - 6 7 1 0  

E -m a il: s c o t t_ k a w a s a k i@ y a h o o .c o m

April 11, 2004

The Honorable Representative Jim Holm 
Chairman, Alaska State House Transportation Committee 
State Capitol #416 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Dear Representative Holm
I am writing to encourage you to support SB 316, the primary seat belt law, and move it out of 
committee.
The seat belt law recently came to the attention of the Fairbanks City Council as we 
discussed adopting fines and enforcement of the law as a primary offense. Although the 
Council rescinded action on the pumary offense portion of the local law due to some differing 
legal opinions, I think that there is a compelling reason to support such a law.
States that enacted similar primary seat belt laws across the nation have a higher track 
record of seat belt usage. Seat belts have been proven to save lives and reduce injuries 
related to motor vehicle crashes. The reason to support the primary seat belt law is because 
it saves lives.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely

Scott Kawasaki

P roud ly  serv ing  the c itizens o f the  G o lden  H eart C ity
This stationary is paid (or with personal lunds. Not tax dollars or government funds were used in the production ot this letterhead.

mailto:scott_kawasaki@yahoo.com


H B 3 9 2

S u b j e c t :  H B 3 9 2

D a t e :  M o n ,  1 2  A p r  2 0 0 4  2 2 : 4 9 : 5 4  - 0 8 0 0  

F r o m :  J e a n n e  M o l i t o r  < j r j e a n n e @ g c i . n e t >

T o :  S e n a t o r _ C o n _ B u n d e @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s

As an  ER n u r s e  I  s u p p o r t  p r i m a r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w s .  P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  h e l p  o u r  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  p r e v e n t  
i n j u r i e s !  J e a n n e  M o l i t o r

1 of 1 4/14/2004 5 :56  PM

mailto:jrjeanne@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us


MB 392

S u b je c t : H B  392

Date: Wed, 14 Apr 2004 13:22:45 -0800 
F r o m : "Ron Perkins" <ascl @alaska.net>

To: <Representative_Jim_Holm@legis.state.ak.us>
C C :  <Representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us>,

<Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.stale.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Dan_Ogg@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Nick_Stepovich@legis.state.ak.us>, 
< Representative_Mary_Kapsner@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Albert_Kookesh @legis.state.ak.us>,
<Senator_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Holm and the Transportation Com m ittee,
I am a voting republican from Eagle River but work in the safety research field.
H B  392 - Seatbelt Violation as a Primary Offense has been in the House Transportation 
Com m ittee for quite som e time and I would like to see it moved on.

I conduct injury research and work with communities on developing prevention programs. Seat belt use is 
one o f the most effective ways to prevent personal injury from drunk drivers, red-light runners, falling 
asleep, and other crash causes. I've had surveys done in Anchorage and found that 2/3 o f the random 
sample o f people were in favor o f a primary seat belt law.
Arguments against the bill are usually that people don't want "the government" telling them what to do. 
Well, nearly half o f the hospital costs for unbelted drivers are paid for with public funds such as Medicaid, 
Medicare, etc. Studies have also shown that most o f the drunk drivers, speeders, and red light runners 
don't wear their seat belts. Many times these traffic stops turn up people with outstanding warrants too. 
Also, Alaska will receive hundreds of thousands o f federal highway dollars with the passage of this bill.

Please don't usurp the wishes o f the general public by not allowing this bill to be voted on by the House. 
Move it out of Committee if you can't support it personally.

Thank you for all you hard work and time,
Ron Perkins, MPH

1 of l 4/14/2004 2:28 PM
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Date: Thu, 22 Apr 2004 11:06:57-0800 O^Jf '  \ j J /
From : Tim Shaw <enviropro@gci.net> f '  ^

To: alaskareg@ak.net
CC: representative_Jim_Holm@legis.state.ak.us, representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us, 

representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us, rcpresentative_Dan_Ogg@lcgis.state.ak.us, 
representative_Nick_Stepovich@legis.state.ak.us, 
representative_Mary_Kapsner@legis.state.ak.us, 
representati ve_Albert_Kookesh @ legis.state.ak.us

So y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  a  l a w  r e g a r d i n g  s e a t b e l t s  w o u ld  h a v e  s a v e d  N a t e  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r s ?  U n l e s s  t h a t  l a w  comes w i t h  a  s e a t b e l t  g u a r d i a n  t h a t  comes t o  y o u r  
c a r  an d  s e a t b e l t s  e v e r y o n e  i n  b e f o r e  y o u  l e a v e  a n d  a c t u a l l y  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  
r i d e  w i t h  yo u  t o  e n s u r e  no  o n e  u n b u c k le s  a l o n g  t h e  w a y ,  t h i s  l a w  i s  a  w a s t e  
o f  t i m e .  P e o p l e  w i l l  do  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  t o  some d e g r e e .  Laws a s s i s t ,  n o t  
k e e p ,  s o c i e t y  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  p e a c e  a n d  o r d e r .

N a t e ' s  s t o r y  i s  v e r y  s a d ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  we c a n  o n l y  s a y  h e  made a v e r y  
p o o r  c h o i c e  i n  n o t  w e a r i n g  a s e a t  b e l t .  D i d  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  t r y  t o  p e r s u a d e  
N a t e  t o  p u t  on h i s  s e a t b e l t ?

I  c a n n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  y o u  m o re  t h a t  s e n s e l e s s  w a s t e  o f  human l i f e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
when p r e v e n t a b l e ,  i s  v e r y  d i s t u r b i n g  a n d  p a i n f u l .  I  do  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  y o u  
t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  l a w s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  w i l l  m ake a n  o u n c e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e .

F o r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  y o u n g  g i r l  f r o m  H enshew  J r .  H ig h  t h a t  c h o s e  t o  j a y - w a l k .
Do we n o t  a l r e a d y  h a v e  la w s  a g a i n s t  s u c h  a c t i o n s ?  D i d  s h e  a b i d e  b y  t h o s e
la w s ?  D i d  t h o s e  la w s  h e l p  h e r  o r  t h e  i n n o c e n t  d r i v e r  t h a t  h i t  h e r ?  T h e  
a n s w e r  i s  n o ,  t h e  la w s  d i d  n o t  h e l p .  Why? B e c a u s e  som eone made a  c h o i c e  t o
o p e r a t e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  l a w .  T h a t  t h e  l a w  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  t o  th e m  o r  t h a t  i t
was n o t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r u l e  t o  a b i d e  b y .  A lm o s t  e v e r y  t o d d l e r  a t  some p o i n t  
i n  t i m e  h a s  t r i e d  t o  t o u c h  a s t o v e  t o p .  You t e l l  th e m  no t i m e  a n d  t i m e  
a g a i n  y e t  t h e y  s t i l l  r e a c h  f o r  i t .  F i n a l l y ,  when t h e  c im in g  i s  r i g h t  t h e y  
manage t o  t o u c h  t h e  h o t  s t o v e  a n d  b u r n  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e y  h a v e  now l e a r n e d  two  
t h i n g s :  1 )  T h e  s t o v e  t o p  i s  h o t  an d  c a u s e  y o u  p a i n .  2 )  T h a t  t h e  p a r e n t  may
j u s t  know w h a t  t h e y  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a n d  t h e y  t r y  t o  k e e p  y o u  s a f e .

A n o t h e r  p r o b l e m  I  h a v e  w i t h  y o u r  a r t i c l e  i s  t h a t  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  
f a t a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  s e a t  b e l t s .  T h e  d a t a ,  a s  
y ou  l i s t e d ,  d o e s  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t  b e l t s .  H o w e v e r ,
I  p e r s o n a l l y  w i l l  r e v e r t  b a c k  t o  t h e  s e n s e l e s s  w a s t e  o f  human l i f e  when i t  
c a n  b e  p r e v e n t e d .  So I  c h o o s e  t o  w e a r  a  s e a t b e l t  an d  a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  i n  my 
f a m i l y ,  I  make th em  w e a r  th em  t o o  -  when t h e y  a r e  w i t h  me. I  c a n  o n l y  h op e  
an d  p r a y  t h a t  when my k i d s  a n d  w i f e  a r e  n o t  w i t h  me t h a t  t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
r i s k s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  o f  w e a r i n g  s e a t b e l c s  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  c h o o s e  t o  do  s o .

O f t e n  t i m e s  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n ie s  w i l l  j o i n  t h e  b a n d  wagon f o r  p u s h i n g  t h r o u g h  
l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  l o w e r  s p e e d  l i m i t s ,  s e a t b e l t  l a w s ,  a n d  m o t o r c y c l e  
h e l m e t  la w s  u n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  o f  k e e p i n g  r a t e s  dow n. T h a t  i s  a  l o a d  o f  
b a l o n e y .  L o w e r  s p e e d s ,  s e a t b e l t s ,  an d  h e l m e t s  c a n  b e  shown t o  h a v e  s a v e d  
l i v e s  y e t  i n  e v e r y  i n s t a n c e  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  s t i l l  p e r i s h e d .  So w h a t  t o  
do? You c a n n o t  k e e p  p e o p l e  f r o m  m a k in g  dumb c h o i c e s .  N o t  e v e r y o n e  h a s  
n o n - s l i p  s t r i p s  i n  t h e i r  b a t h t u b ,  s h o u l d  we h a v e  a l a w  f o r  t h a t  to o ?  My 
p o i n t  i s  c h o i c e s ,  we a l l  h a v e  c h o i c e s  t o  m ake , a l b e i t  w i s e  o r  u n w is e  c h o i c e s  
-  t h e y  a r e  m in e  t o  m a k e .  O n l y  when t h o s e  c h o i c e s  h a v e  a d i r e c t  e f f e c t  
( u s u a l l y  a d v e r s e )  u pon  o t h e r s  i n  s o c i e t y  do la w s  come i n t o  p l a y  o r  s h o u l d  

a p p l y .

G e t  t h e  w o rd  o u t  a b o u t  N a t e .  T h e r e  i s  a v a l u a b l e  l e s s o n  t h e r e .  H o w e v e r ,  
new o r  s t r i c t e r  l a w s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  s a v e  h im .  E d u c a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t s  w i l l .  S o c i e t y  h a s  many i s s u e s  t o  
h a n d l e  a n d  t h i s  i s  o n e  b e s t  l e f t  up  t o  common s e n s e  a n d  p r o p e r  e d u c a t i o n ,
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n o t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .

T im  Shaw
1 0 8 3 0  L a k e  O t i s  P a r k w a y ,  S u i t e  A 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 6

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F rom : Don S m i t h  [ m a i l t o : a l a s k a r e g @ a k . n e t ] 
S e n t :  T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  2 2 ,  2 0 0 4  9 : 4 8  AM 
T o :  e n v i r o p r o @ g c i . n e t  
S u b j e c t :  A l a s k a  " D i g e s t "  E m a i l  News

A L A S K A  D I G E S T  E M A I L  N E W S

A p r i l  2 2 ,  2 0 0 4

Welcom e t o  o u r  1 4 1 s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  ALASKA "D IG E S T" EM A IL  NEWS 
T h e  D i g e s t  NOW r e a c h e s  o v e r  2 0 , 5 0 0  k e y  A l a s k a n  b u s i n e s s ,  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  t o u r i s m  a n d  N a t i v e  l e a d e r s .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  
f r i e n d s  o r  b u s i n e s s  a s s o c i a t e s  t h a t  y o u  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  
s e n d  a  f r e e  c o p y  -  s e n d  t h e i r  name a n d  e m a i l  a d d r e s s  t o  
a k r e g @ g c i . n e t

HELP SAVE 12 ALASKAN L IV E S !

I f  we w e r e  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  y o u  c o u l d  h e l p  s a v e  som eone f r o m  
d y i n g  -  e a c h  m o n th  i n  A l a s k a  -  w o u ld  y o u  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p ?

T he  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  a b i l l  
(SB 3 1 6 )  t h a t  w o u ld  e s t a b l i s h  a  " P r i m a r y "  S e a t  B e l t  Law  
f o r  A l a s k a

T h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  m e s s a g e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e

A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  News A r t i c l e  -  D e c .  3 0 ,  2 0 0 3

I t  was a  t e r r i b l e  a c c i d e n t .  E i g h t e e n - y e a r  o l d  D im on d  
H ig h  S c h o o l  s e n i o r  N a t e  Kampen was d r i v i n g  u p h i l l  on  
O ' M a l l e y  Road d u r i n g  a l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  r u s h  h o u r  i n  
S e p t e m b e r .  He was t a l k i n g  t o  1 7 - y e a r - o l d  D im o n d  s e n i o r  
Eva M a r i e  V e l a r d e ,  who was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  
s e a t  o f  t h e  Kampen f a m i l y ' s  l a t e - m o d e l  F o r d  E x p l o r e r .

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  K am p en ' s c a r  
v e e r e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  i n t o  a d i t c h  n e a r  E lm o r e  R o ad ,  
s w e r v e d  b a c k  o n t o  t h e  s t r e e t ,  t u r n e d  c o u n t e r c l o c k w i s e ,  
f l i p p e d  t w i c e  a n d  came t o  a  s t o p  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  l a n e .

Th e  v e h i c l e  n e v e r  h i t  a t r e e  o r  p o l e  o r  a n o t h e r  c a r ,  
a n d  i t  l a n d e d  u p r i g h t .  B u t  Kampen was t h r o w n  o u t  o f  
t h e  w in d o w  an d  f a t a l l y  i n j u r e d  a s  t h e  c a r  r o l l e d  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .  R e s p o n d in g  p a r a m e d ic s  p r o n o u n c e d  
h im  d e a d  a t  t h e  s c e n e .  He h a d n ' t  b e e n  w e a r i n g  a  
s e a t  b e l t .

V e l a r d e  h a d ,  p o l i c e  s a i d .

She was e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t r a u g h t  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y  s h a k e n ,  
s a i d  S g t .  N a n c y  R e e d e r ,  who i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  c r a s h  
f o r  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t .  B u t  o t h e r w i s e ,
V e l a r d e  a p p e a r e d  u n h a rm e d .
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" I  p o k e d  my h e a d  i n s i d e  t h a t  v e h i c l e  an d  l o o k e d  
a r o u n d ,  and  t h e r e  was a b s o l u t e l y  no  r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  
y o u n g  man t o  d i e , "  R e e d e r  s a i d  l a s t  w e e k .  "T he  
i n t e r i o r  o f  t h a t  v e h i c l e  was p r i s t i n e .  T h e r e  was  
n o t h i n g  i n  i t  t h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  c a u s e d  h im  a n y  i n j u r y .
I t  was j u s t  s i m p l y  t h a t  h e  w a s n ' t  w e a r i n g  a  s e a t  b e l t . "

O t h e r  e x a m p le s .......

A 4 3 - y e a r - o l d  N i k i s k i  man d r i v i n g  a l o n e  on a l o c a l  
r o a d  i n  t h e  e a r l y - m o r n i n g  h o u r s  d i e d  when h i s  F o r d  
v a n  d r i f t e d  i n t o  a d i t c h  a n d  r o l l e d .  He w a s n ' t  
w e a r i n g  a  s e a t  b e l t ,  a n d  t h e  im p a c t  t h r e w  h im  i n t o  
t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  v a n ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  f a t a l  h e a d  an d  
c h e s t  i n j u r i e s .

A 2 1 - y e a r - o l d  S u t t o n  woman d r i v i n g  w i t h  a 1 5 - y e a r - o l d  
p a s s e n g e r  d i e d  e a r l y  on a  S a t u r d a y  m o r n in g  when h e r  
c a r  s l i p p e d  i n t o  a d i t c h  o f f  t h e  J o n e s v i l l e  Road  
and  h i t  s e v e r a l  t r e e s .  She w a s n ' t  w e a r i n g  a s e a t  
b e l t ,  an d  t h e  im p a c t  t h r e w  h e r  o u t  o f  t h e  c a r .
H e r  p a s s e n g e r  was w e a r i n g  a  s e a t  b e l t  a n d  s u f f e r e d  
o n l y  m i n o r  i n j u r i e s .

A 2 4 - y e a r - o l d  A n c h o r a g e  woman d i e d  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  
t h e  m o r n in g  r u s h  h o u r  when h e r  f i a n c e  l o s t  c o n t r o l  
o f  t h e i r  SUV on t h e  S e w a rd  H ig h w a y  n e a r  D im ond  
B o u l e v a r d ,  c r o s s e d  t h e  m e d ia n  a n d  r o l l e d  t o w a r d  
o n co m in g  t r a f f i c .  No c a r s  h i t  t h e  SUV, b u t  t h e  
woman w a s n ' t  w e a r i n g  a s e a t  b e l t  a n d  was p a r t i a l l y  
th r o w n  f r o m  t h e  c a r .  H e r  f i a n c e  was w e a r i n g  h i s  
s e a t  b e l t  a n d  s u r v i v e d .

94 A l a s k a n s  d i e d  i n  a u t o m o b i l e  c r a s h e s  i n  2 0 0 3 .  So 
f a r  t h i s  y e a r  15 A l a s k a n s  h a v e  d i e d  i n  a u t o m o b i l e  
c r a s h e s .  A lm o s t  h a l f  w e r e  NOT w e a r i n g  t h e i r  s e a t  
b e l t s .

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

C a l l  o r  e m a i l  y o u r  S t a t e  H ou se  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  an d  
c a l l ,  w r i t e  o r  e m a i l  m em bers o f  t h e  H ouse T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
C o m m it t e e .  T e l l  th em  y o u  s u p p o r t  SB 316  a n d  w a n t  i t  
t o  p a s s  t h i s  s e s s i o n .  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 1 6  w o u ld  e s t a b l i s h  
a P r i m a r y  S e a t  B e l t  Law f o r  A l a s k a .

To  M a i l  a d d r e s s  y o u r  l e t t e r  t o :

Y o u r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

T h e  e m a i l  f o r m a t  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e _ F i r s t  N a m e _ L a s t  N a m e @ le g is . s t a t e . a k . u s

M e m b e r s h ip  o f  t h e  H ouse  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m it te e  i n c l u d e :

J im  H olm  
V i c  K o h r i n g  
B e v e r l y  M asek  
Dan Ogg
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N i c k  S t e p o v i c h  
M a r y  K a p s n e r  
A l b e r t  K o o k e s h

YOUR HELP I S  NEEDED N O W !  T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  b e  o v e r  
i n  j u s t  t h r e e  (3 )  w e e k s .  THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

ALASKA N A T IV E  D IR E C T O R Y .................1 4 t h  E d i t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a .
N a t i v e  D i r e c t o r y  i s  NOW r e a d y  f o r  s a l e .  To O r d e r  go  t o  t h e  
b o t t o m  o f  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n .
T h e  l e a d e r s  o f  o v e r  6 0 0  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  
i d e n t i f i e d .  T h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  D i r e c t o r y  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  b u s i n e s s  t o o l .

Be s u r e  t o  c h e c k  o u t  o u r :

A l a s k a  N a t i v e  L i n k s :
h t t p : / / w w w . a l a s k a - s i t e s . c o m / a l a s k a n a t i v e l i n k s . h t m 

A l a s k a  G o v e rn m e n t  L i n k s :
h t t p : / / w w w . a l a s k a - s i t e s . c o m / a l a s k a g o v e r n m e n t l i n k s . h t m  

A l a s k a  B u s i n e s s  L i n k s :
h t t p : / /w w w . a l a s k a - s i t e s . c o m / a l a s k a b u s i n e s s l i n k s . h tm  

A l a s k a  D i g e s t  N e w s p a p e r :
h t t p : / / w w w . a l a s k a - s i t e s . c o m / d i g e s t s a m p l e p a p e r . h t m  

A l a s k a  N a t i v e  D i r e c t o r y :
h t t p : / / w w w . a l a s k a - s i t e s . c o m / N a t i v e D i r e c t o r y f r o n t p a g e . h tm

A l a s k a  D a t a  B ase  I n f o r m a t i o n :
h t t p : / / w w w . a l a s k a - s i t e s . c o m / M a i l i n g L i s t s . h t m

TO REVIEW THE L I S T  OF ALASKA L O B B Y IS T S .............. GO TO:
h t t p :  / /wwvz. s t a t e  . a k . u s / a p o c / p d f / 0 4 l o b d i r . p d f

D I G E S T  N E W S  A R T I C L E S

We a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  23 a r t i c l e s  f o r  
y o u r  r e v i e w .  C l i c k  b e lo w  t o  go  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  " D i g e s t "  
news p a g e :

h t t p : / / w w w . a l a s k a - s i t e s . c o m / E m a i l n e w s h o m e a p r i 1 1 9 .h tm  

SUMMARY OF NEWS A R T IC LE S  Y O U 'L L  F IN D :

1 .  L o c a l  71 Mem bers R a t i f y  2 - 1 / 2  Y e a r  C o n t r a c t  
W i t h  S t a t e

2 .  K eep  T h e  F a i t h :  A L e t t e r  From I r a q

3 .  S e n .  M u r k o w s k i  S a y s  N i n t h  C i r c u i t  S im p l y  Too  
L a r g e ,  I n  D e s p e r a t e  N e e d  F o r  R e v a m p in g  To  
E n s u r e  T i m e l y  J u s t i c e  F o r  A l l

4 .  N a t i o n a l  N a t i v e  N e w s . . .

5 .  N o r t h r i m  B ank  L a u n c h e s  n o r t h r i m . b i z

4  o f  6 4/23/2004 0 :55  AM
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6 . L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ' s  R e p o r t

7 .  S e e k i n s  O f f e r s  B i l l  T o  H e l p  F u n d  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

8 . V e t e r a n  NPS S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  M o v in g  To  
W a s h in g t o n  DC P o s t

9 .  $ 5 . 1  M i l l i o n  P r o v i d e d  To  T a n a n a  C h i e f s
C o n f e r e n c e  F o r  M o r r i s  Thom pson P r o j e c t

1 0 .  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i  J o i n s  T e e n s  A g a i n s t
T o b a c c o  U se F o r  C a p i t o l  S t e p s  R a l l y

1 1 .  A n c h o r a g e  E n g i n e e r  R e c e i v e s  F o u r t h  P a t e n t

1 2 .  ' S t r i k e r '  New A d d i t i o n  To  B e l l i n g h a m  S e c u r i t y

1 3 .  S e n .  M u r k o w s k i  C a m p a ig n  N e a r s  $ 2 . 5  M i l l i o n

1 4 .  C o n g re s s m a n  Y ou ng  To  O f f i c i a l l y  F i l e  F o r  
R e - e l e c t i o n

1 5 .  G o v e r n o r  U r g e s  L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t i o n  On 
F i s c a l  P r o b le m

1 6 .  R e v e n u e  F o r e c a s t  Shows H i g h e s t  E v e r  O i l  
P r i c e s ,  B u t  C o n t i n u i n g  D e f i c i t  F o r  S t a t e  
B u d g e t  S h o u ld  Be A C a l l  To  A c t

1 7 .  N o r t h r i m  B a n C o rp ,  I n c .  R e p o r t s  N e t  In c o m e  
O f $ 2 . 4  M i l l i o n  I n  F i r s t  Q u a r t e r  2 0 0 4

1 8 .  S e n a t o r  G a r y  S t e v e n s  D o in g  F i n e

1 9 .  M i s e r y  L o v e s  K e r r y

2 0 .  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i  L o w e rs  A l a s k a  F l a g s  I n  
M em ory  O f  F o r m e r  T e r r i t o r i a l  R e p .  C a r l  
R e n t s c h l e r

2 1 .  S e n a t o r  G ene T h e r r i a u l t  S e l e c t e d  As 2 0 0 4  
T o l l  F e l l o w

2 2 .  S t e v e n s  A p p la u d s  D e p a r t m e n t  O f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
D e c i s i o n  To  A w a rd  A l a s k a  A i r l i n e s  New 
F l i g h t s  To  R e a g a n  N a t i o n a l

2 3 .  S i x t e e n t h  A n n u a l  A l a s k a  S ea  K a y a k in g  
Sym posium

ALASKA N A T IV E  DIRECTORY OFFER

Th e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  D i r e c t o r y  l i s t s  o v e r  6 0 0  A l a s k a  
N a t i v e  ow ned c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  
4 , 6 0 0 +  O f f i c e r s ,  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  K ey  E m p lo y e e s .  We h a v e  a l s o  
i n c l u d e d  a  s e c t i o n  l i s t i n g  t h e  3 5 6  L o w e r  48 t r i b e s .
D i d  y o u  know  t h a t  t h e  A r c t i c  S l o p e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  
g e n e r a t e d  o v e r  o n e  b i l l i o n  i n  r e v e n u e s  l a s t  y e a r ?
A l a s k a ' s  N a t i v e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n s  g e n e r a t e d  o v e r  
tw o  b i l l i o n  i n  r e v e n u e s  i n  2002 a n d  t h e y  c l e a r l y  a r e  a  
m a j o r  e c o n o m ic  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A l a s k a ' s  N a t i v e  
L e a d e r s  c o n t r o l  o r  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  s p e n d i n g  o f  b i l l i o n s

5 nf 6 4/23/2004 6:55 AM



RE: Ah. ka "Digest" Email News

e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  y e a r .  T h e y  a d d i t i o n a l l y  a d m i n i s t e r  
c o u n t l e s s  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  g r a n t s .

O u r  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  D i r e c t o r y  i s  a  p r o v e n  v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  
t h a t  a l l  A l a s k a n  b u s i n e s s e s  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i l l  f i n d  
u s e f u l  i n  t h e i r  d a y - t o - d a y  o p e r a t i o n s .

Go t o  o u r  web s i t e  a n d  c a k e  a l o o k  a t  o u r  S p e c i a l  O f f e r .  
h t t p : / / w w w . a l a s k a - s i t e s . c o m /n e w n d o r d e r f o r m .h t m

* E m a i l  o r  P r i n t  o u t  o r d e r  fo r m ,  f i l l  i n  a n d  fa:c t o :  
9 0 7 - 2 7 6 - 2 5 0 0   O r  m a i . l  i n  y o u r  o r d e r .

TO UNSUBSCRIBE -  HELP US HELP Y O U ! ! !

I f  y o u  w o u ld  r a t h e r  NOT r e c e i v e  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  
A l a s k a  " D i g e s t "  E m a i l  News -  p l e a s e  r e p l y  t o  t h i s  e m a i l  
(MAKE SURE TO G IV E  US THE ADDRESS T H IS  WAS EMAILED TO) 

w i t h  t h e  w o rd  U n s u b s c r i b e "  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  l i n e .  I f  y o u  
r e p l y  f r o m  a d i f f e r e n t  e m a i l  a d d r e s s  we w i l l  n o t  b e  
a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  y o u  i n  o u r  d a t a  b a s e  a n d  b e  u n a b l e  t o  
re m o v e  y o u r  nam e. T u e s d a y ' s  t e n d  t o  b e  r e a l l y  b u s y ,  
t o  a v o i d  b e i n g  " l o s t "  i n  t h e  s h u f f l e  t r y  s e n d i n g  i n  
y o u r  u n s u b s c r i b e  r e q u e s t  on o r  a f t e r  W e d n e s d a y .

T h a n k  y o u ,
Don S m i t h
A l a s k a  " D i g e s t "  E m a i l  News

4/23/2004 6:55 AM

http://www.alaska-sites.com/newndorderform.htm
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

Session :
State Capitol
Juneau, A laska 9 98 01 -1 182  
(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -2 3 2 7  
(907 ) 465 -5241  Fax

Interim:
1 19  N. Cushman, Suite 201 

Fairbanks, A laska 99701 
(9 0 7 )4 5 6 -8 1 6 1  

Sena to r_Ra lph_Seek ins@ leg !s .sta te .ak .us

Senator Ralph Seekins
District D

MEMORANDUM

Date: March 23, 2004
To: Office of Representative Holm xy
From: Senator Ralph Seekins
Re: Request for Hearing of SB 327

Attached please find Senate Bill 327 along with a concomitant sponsor statement and other 
related information.

Senate Bill 327 allows the use o f  rollerskis on the same roadway surfaces as that which bicyclists 
are allowed to use.

I respectfully request a hearing before your committee on this Bill at your earliest convenience. 
Thank you.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

Session :
S tate Capitol
Juneau , A laska 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  
(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -2 3 2 7  
(9 0 7 ) 465 -5241  Fax

Interim:
119 N. Cushman, Suite 201 

Fairbanks, A laska 99701 
(9 0 7 )4 5 6 -8 1 6 1  

Sena to r_Ra lph_Seekins@ leg is.state .ak .us

Senator Ralph Seekins
District D

S e n a te  B i l l  3 2 7  S p o n s o r S ta te m e n t
“ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e d e s t r i a n s  u s i n g  r o l l e r b l a d e s ,  r o l l e r  s k a t e s ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  d e v i c e s . ”

For many years roller-slciers’ legal use o f  public roadways was, more or less, taken for granted. 
This assumption was successfully challenged in the Fairbanks area last fall. Senate Bill 327 
seeks to remedy this situation by specifically allowing the use o f  particular wheeled devices on 
those public roadways also available to bicyclists. It also recommends a set o f  safety standards 
for the use o f  these devices.

Alaska is home to some o f  the best international, national, collegiate, and junior cross-country 
skiers on the planet. In fact, seven o f  the ten Alaskans competing in the 2002 Winter Olympics in 
Salt Lake City were cross-country skiers. Imagine that. Seven Olympic cross-country skiers from 
such a small state as ours! This speaks volumes not only about our skiers’ work ethic but also 
their training opportunities.

The natural preference o f  many o f  these world-class athletes would, no doubt, have Alaska 
covered in snow year-round. Since ‘his is not a reasonable near-term possibility, the use o f  
wheeled skis to imitate snow skiing has grown to become an effective training tool for use during 
non-winter months. What’s more, Alaska is becoming well known nationally and internationally 
as a favored summer-time training site.

For these reasons, it is the intent o f  the proposed legislation to accommodate this seasonal use o f  
some o f  our roadways. In fact, other northern locales —  such as Norway, Sweden and Canada —  
have, for many years, supported the efforts o f  their cross-country athletes with similar 
provisions. Furthermore, the proposed legislation borrows heavily from Cross Country Canada’s 
policy respecting the use o f  roller-skis on public roads.

Senate Bill 327 seeks to accommodate this important training activity by utilizing safe and 
reasonable methods for sharing roadway surfaces with motorized vehicles. It has garnered a 
groundswell o f  support throughout the cross-country community ranging from Alaska’s Interior 
region to Southcentral to the Kenai Peninsula.

The 2006 Winter Olympic games are just around the comer. Would it be too much to expect 
seven (or more) o f  our cross-country skiers to make the trip to Torino, Italy? O f course not! In 
fact, a little courtesy and common sense combined with a small statutory revision can help make 
it happen.

2/23/04

mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF A LA S K A
2004 LE G IS LA T IV E  SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title Act Relating to Rollerblades

F isc a l N ote N um b er:

Bili V e r s io n :__________

(S ) P u b lish  D ate:

D ep t. A ffec ted :
‘ r d u

1
C S S B  3 2 7 (S T A )
2 /2 7 /0 4

Pub lic  S a fe ty
A la sk a  S ta te  T ro op e rs

C om p on en t A ST  D e tachm en ts
S p o n s o r
R e q u e s te r

S e n . S e e k in s
(S )  S ta te  A ffa irs

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2 3 2 5

N ote : A m oun ts d o  no t inc lude in flation un le ss  o th e rw ise  n o ted  be low .
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S FY  2 0 0 5 F Y  2 0 0 6 F Y  2 0 0 7 F Y  2 0 0 8 FY  2 0 0 9 FY  2 0 1 0
P e rs o n a l S e rv ic e s  
T ra v e l 
C on trac tu a l 
S u p p lie s  
Equ ipm ent 
Land  & S tru c tu re s  
G ran ts  & C la im s 
M isc e lla n e ou s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( i z e
FU N D  s o u r c e (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla rs )
1 0 0 2  F ed e ra l R e ce ip ts
1 0 0 3  G F  Match
1 0 0 4  G F
1 0 0 5  G F /P ro g ram  R ece ip ts  
1 0 3 7  G F /M en ta l H ea lth
O th e r (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

0.0E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (F Y 2 0 0 4 )  c o s t :
M a rk  th is  b o x  (X ) i f  fu n d in g  f o r  th is  b ill is  in c lu d e d  in th e  G o v e r n o r ’ s  FY  2 0 0 5  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l :

P O S IT IO N S
Fu ll-tim e
Part-tim e
T em p o ra ry

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if  necessary)

SB 327 will amended AS 28.05.011(a) to require that the Commissioner of Public Safety develop 
regulations allowing pedestrians using wheelec adjuncts, such as rollerblades, roller skates, and rollerskis, 
to use roadways and vehicular ways or areas available for use by bicycles. These regulations must include 
requirements that these pedestrians obey traffic laws, limit activities to daylight hours, wear an appropriate 
helmet and bright clothing, proceed in single Hie except when passing, complete all passing maneuvers 
expeditiously, not use any electronic devices that can inhibit hearing, and stay to the far right and restrict 
movement when passing by a motor vehicle.

The department does not anticipate the need for additiona'. resources if this bill passes. The required 
regulation project can be handled using existing resources.
P re p a re d  by: 
D iv ision
A pp ro ved  by: 
A gency

Lt. A l S to re y P h o n e  2 6 9 -4 5 3 2
A la sk a  S ta te  T ro op e rs D a te /T im e 2 /2 5 /0 4  1 0 :5 0  AM
C om m is s io n e r W illiam  T an d e sk e D a te  2 /2 5 /2 0 0 4
D e p a rtm e n t o f P ub lic  S afe ty

(Revised 12/2003 OMB) P a g e  1 o f  1
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F a i r b a n k s  D a i l y  N e w s - M i n e r

R o l l e r s k i e r s  t i c k e t e d
B y  TIM  M OW RY 
S ta f f  W rite r

I
S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  0 4 , 2 0 0 3  - L ife  fo r  F a irb a n k s  ro lle rs k ie rs  to o k  a  s h a rp  U -tu rn  la s t  w e e k en d  w hen  A la s k a  S ta te  T ro o p e rs  
is s u e d  a  ticket to a  r o lle rs k ie r  fo r  ob s tru c ting  tra ffic  o n e  d a y  an d  th en  o rd e re d  the  U n ive rs ity  o f  A la sk a  F a irb a n k s  c r o s s ­
co u n try  sk i te am  to ha lt its w o rk o u t o n  the  ro a d  the next.

W h ile  t ro o p e rs  s a y  the  tw o in c id en ts a re  n o t re la te d , th ey  h a v e  o p e n e d  a  c a n  o f  ice w o rm s  in F a irb a n k s , a b ig -tim e N o rd ic  sk i 
tow n w h e re  ro l le r s k ie rs  o n  ro a d s  a re  a s  c om m on  a s  b ic y c le s  in S e p te m b e r  a n d  O c to b e r  b e fo re  the  sn ow  f lie s .

" P e o p le  a re  ro lle rsk iin g  o n  ro a d s  a ll o v e r  the  cou n try  a n d  I've n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  an y th ing  like th is ," sa id  UA F  sk i c o a c h  Bill 
M cD on n e ll, w h o  c a m e  to F a irb a n k s  from  V e rm on t five  y e a rs  a g o . "It's k ind  o f  d isc o n ce rtin g , e sp e c ia lly  w hen  F a irb a n k s  is 
su c h  a  sk iing  c om m u n ity ."

It m a rk e d  the  firs t t im e  a n y o n e  c an  re m e m b e r  a ro lle rs k ie r  getting  a  ticket.

"In  the  1 9  y e a rs  I've b e e n  ro lle rsk iin g  in F a irb a n k s  I've b e en  p a s s e d  n u m e ro u s  tim es by t ro o p e rs  o r  F a irb a n k s  p o lic e  an d  not 
o n c e  h a v e  I b e e n  s to p p e d ,"  sa id  K e n  L e a ry , a  4 5 -y e a r - o ld  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l te a c h e r  w ho  t ro o p e rs  ticke ted  o n  S a tu rd a y .

T ro o p e r s  a lle g e  th a t L e a ry , w ho  w a s  ro lle rsk iin g  a lo n g  C h e n a  R id g e  R o a d  w ith M ike K ram e r , sw ung  h is sk i p o le  a t a  p a s s in g  
c a r . T h a t c a r  ju s t  h a p p e n e d  to b e  d riv en  by C ap t. G re g  T a n n e r , d e ta c h m en t c o m m a n d e r fo r A la sk a  S ta te  T ro o p e r s  in 
F a irb a n k s , w h o  w a s  o f f d u ty  a t the  tim e.

L e a ry  c la im s  T a n n e r  c a m e  c lo s e  to hitting him  an d  the two e x c h a n g e d  h e a te d  w o rd s  w hen  T a n n e r p u lle d  o v e r  a fte r  p a ss in g  
the  tw o sk ie rs .

W h ile  T a n n e r  c la im s  he  iden tified  h im se lf a s  a  t ro o p e r  an d  a s k e d  th e  two s k ie rs  to s to p  w hen  they  w en t by , L e a ry  and  
K ra m e r  s a y  th ey  d id  n o t h e a r  T a n n e r  d o  s o  and  fig u red  h e  w a s  ju s t  a n  an g ry  m o to ris t ye llin g  at them .

A fte r the  c o n fro n ta t io n , T a n n e r  fo llow ed  the  two sk ie rs  fo r  m o re  th an  2 0  m in u te s  until an  on -d u ty  t ro o p e r , w h om  T a n n e r h ad  £
c a lle d , s h o w ed  up  o n  C r ip p le  C re e k  R o a d  to is su e  L e a ry  a  ticket. j’

O n  S u n d a y , th re e  t ro o p e r s  o rd e re d  11 m em b e rs  o f  the N a n o o k s  sk i te am  to r e m o v e  th e ir ro lle rs k is  du ring a  w o rk o u t on  
C r ip p le  C re e k  R o a d . T ro o p e r s  sa id  th ey  h ad  re c e iv e d  c om p la in ts  from  lo c a l re s id e n ts .

S e v e n  o f  th e  s k ie rs  w e re  g iv en  r id e s  b a c k  to a  s c h o o l v an  an d  fo u r  o th e rs  w e re  to ld  to  w a lk  b a ck  to th e  v eh ic le .

C r ip p le  C re e k  R o a d  is a b o u t  5  m ile s  sou th  o f  F a irb a n k s  an d  h a s  b e c o m e  a  h o t sp o t fo r  ro lle rs k ie rs  b e c a u s e  it is fre sh ly
p a v e d . T r o o p e r s  s a id  S u n d a y 's  inc iden t w a s  p rom p ted  by c a l ls  from  c o n c e rn e d  re s id en ts  in the  a re a , not a n y  kind o f  t!
c o n fro n ta t io n  from  th e  p re v io u s  d a y . £

"W h en  s o m e b o d y  c a l ls  a n d  s a y s  s o m e b o d y  is g o ing  to g e t k ille d , w e re s p o n d  to tha t," sa id  t ro o p e r  G a ry  T e lle p , o n e  o f  the L;
th re e  t ro o p e rs  w ho  s h o w e d  up S u n d a y . "T h e  id ea  is to p re v e n t p e o p le  from  getting hu rt." j:

In e s s e n c e , t ro o p e rs  a re  e n fo rc in g  a  law  th ey  sa id  h a s  b e e n  o n  the  b o o k s  fo r  y e a rs  bu t h a s  b e e n  ig n o red . A cco rd in g  to j:,
t ro o p e rs , ro lle rs k iin g  is i lle g a l o n  a  pub lic  ro a d . y

'T h e  s ta tu te  p re tty  c le a r ly  s a y s  y ou  can 't ro lle rs k i o n  th e  h ig hw ay ." s a id  T a n n e r . £

T h e  law  T a n n e r is re fe r r in g  to is A la s k a  A dm iin s tra tive  C o d e  A A C  0 2 .3 9 5  (e ) ,  w h ich  s a y s , "N o  p e rs o n  m a y  o p e ra te  a  $
un ic y c le , c o a s te r , r o l le r  s k a te s  o r  a  s im ila r d e v ic e  on  the  ro a d w a y ."

A  ro lle rs k i fa lls  in to th e  "s im ila r  d e v ic e "  c a te g o ry , T a n n e r  sa id .

http://www.news-miner.eom/cda/article/print/0,1674,11 3 % 7 E 7 2 4 4 % 7 E  1676677,00.html 10/6/2003

http://www.news-miner.eom/cda/article/print/0,1674,113%7E7244%7E
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T h a t ’s  n e w s  to sk iing  fo lk s  lik e  J o h n  E s t le , th e  fo rm e r  U A F  an d  U .S . S k i T e a m  c o a c h  w h o  h a s  liv ed  an d  c o a c h e d  in 
F a irb a n k s  fo r  th re e  d e c a d e s .

'T h is  is a  b ra n d  new  in te rp re ta tion  ( o f  th e  law ),"  E s t le  s a id . " P e o p le  h a v e  b e e n  ro lle rsk iin g  in F a irb a n k s  fo r  m o re  than  2 0  
y e a rs  w ithou t a  p ro b lem . I d o n ’ t u n d e rs ta n d  w hy  it’s  b e c o m e  su c h  a p ro b lem  a ll o f  a  su d d e n ."

T h e  p ro b lem , a s  T a n n e r  s aw  it o n  S a tu rd a y , w a s  a  s a fe ty  is su e .

"I w ou ld n 't h a v e  s to p p e d  at a ll o n  S a tu rd a y  if I didn't th ink th ey  w e re  c re a tin g  a  h a z a rd ,"  th e  t ro o p e r  sa id . "M y ac tio n  w a s  
b a s e d  o n  the  fa c t th a t I s a w  two m en  s id e -b y -s id e  in the  t ra v e l p o rt io n  o f  th e  ro a d w a y  in a  n o -p a s s in g  z o n e  an d  th e re  w a s  a 
c u rv e .”

H ad  L e a ry  a n d  K ra m e r s to p p e d  an d  ta lk ed  to T a n n e r , the  t ro o p e r  sa id  th e  s itu a tion  p ro b ab ly  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  re s o lv e d  
w ithou t a  ticket.

W h ile  t ro o p e r s  w on't n e c e s s a r i ly  b e  on  the  lo o k o u t  fo r  r o l le rs k ie rs , th e y  w ill re sp o n d  if th ey  re c e iv e  c om p la in ts  o r  s e e  
ro l le rs k ie rs  in th e  ro a d , T a n n e r  sa id .

"W e  don 't h a v e  a  sp e c ific  a g e n d a  to hunt ou t ro lle rs k ie rs  o n  the h ig hw ay  ... bu t if t ro o p e rs  c om e  a c ro s s  th a l o r  if c it izen s  c a ll, 
w e  w ill fo llo w  u p  an d  ta k e  a p p ro p r ia te  a c tio n ,"  T a n n e r  sa id . "A ny tim e w e  s e e  a n y o n e  op e ra t in g  o n  a  ro a d  in an  u n sa fe  
m a n n e r , w e 're  g o in g  to ta k e  e n fo rc em e n t ac tion ."

R o l le r s k ie r s  h a v e  b e e n  le ft a lo n e  fo r  the  la s t 2 0  y e a rs , T a n n e r  s a id , " b e c a u s e , g e n e ra l ly  p e o p le  h a v e  d o n e  it in a m a n n e r  that 
hasn 't d raw n  a t te n tio n .”

T a n n e r  h a d  s o m e  a d v ic e  fo r  ro lle rs k ie rs .

“ I w o u ld  s u g g e s t  th ey  u s e  b ike  p a th s  o r  g e t the  s ta tu te  c h a n g e d ."

A s fa r  a s  M cD on n e ll is c o n c e rn e d , the  w h o le  th ing is "kind o f  s i lly ."  U A F  s k ie rs  h a v e  b e e n  train ing o n  C rip p le  C re e k  R o a d  fo r  
the la s t  tw o y e a rs  an d  w h ile  M cD on n e ll adm itted  th e re  a re  a  few  m o to rh ts  w ho  a re  n o t ro lle rs k ie r- fr ie n d ly , m o s t  o f  the 
re s id e n ts  a re  su p p o rt iv e  an d  c o u r te o u s  o f  th e  te am 's  e ffo r ts .

W h ile  h e  a p p re c ia te d  tro o p e rs ' s a fe ty  c o n c e rn , M cD on n e ll sa id  h e  didn't a p p re c ia te  the  w a y  th ey  h an d le d  the  s ituation . 
M cD on n e ll d e s c rib e d  t ro o p e rs  a s  "d ow n righ t n a s ty "  w hen  th ey  c o n fro n te d  h is s k ie rs .

"W hen  h e  s to p p e d  the s k ie rs , h e  d idn ’t s a y  any th ing  ab ou t w hy th ey  w e re  b e ing  s to p p ed ,"  M cD on n e ll sa id  o f  T e lle p . "H e  w a s  
ju s t y e llin g  an d  o rd e r in g  th em  o f f  th e ir sk is .

'T h e y  cou ld n 't b e lie v e  it w a s  h ap p en in g ,"  h e  s a id  o f  th e  te am . " F o r  s o m e  o f  th em  it w a s  p re tty  traum a tic , b e ing  o rd e re d  into 
the  b a c k  o f  a p o lic e  c a r ."

A cco rd in g  to M cD on n e ll, T e lle p  a lle g e d ly  fo rc e d  o n e  sk ie r, B a rt  D e n g e l, o f f  th e  ro a d  by stand in g  in th e  m idd le  o f  th e  ro a d  and  
o rd e r in g  h im  to s to p . D e n g e l en d e d  up c ra sh in g  a n d  b ru is ing  h is fa c e  w h en  h e  w en t o f f  th e  ro ad .

"H e  w a s  to ld  to s to p  an d  he cou ldn 't s to p  a n d  he w en t o f f  th e  ro a d w a y ,"  s a id  T e llo p , o ffe r in g  h is v e rs io n  o f  th e  inciden t.

T e lle p  r e fe r re d  to r o lle rs k ie rs  a s  "g u id ed  m is s i le s "  and  w o n d e re d  w hy an  "institu tion  o f  h ig h e r le a rn in g " su ch  a s  U A F  w ou lo  
e n c o u ra g e  su c h  an  activ ity .

"I th ink it's a  little r id ic u lo u s ; w e 've  g o t s k ie rs  fly ing  dow n h ills  o n  ro lle r s k a te s  w hen  th ey  can 't s to p  a n d  th e y ’re  not w ea ring  
e lb ow  o r  k n e e  p a d s ,”  T e l le p  s a id . "It's like  te lling  s o m e b o d y  to g o  o u t  an d  p la y  fo o tb a ll w ithou t a  h e lm e t. W h a t h a p p e n s  if o n e  
o f  th e s e  k id s g e ts  hit b y  c a r , w ho 's  g o in g  to g e t s u e d ? "

W h ile  M cD o n n e ll a c k n ow le d g e s  that ro lle rsk iin g  is d a n g e ro u s , the risk  is o n e  a s s u m e d  s o le ly  b y  the  sk ie r , h e  sa id .

" If s o m e o n e  ro lle rs k is  in to the  s id e  o f  a  c a r , it's n o t g o ing  to b e  the  c a r  that's g o ing  to h a v e  a  p ro b lem ,"  h e  s a id . " If y o u  trea t a 
r o l le rs k ie r  lik e  a n o th e r  v e h ic le  a n d  w a it fo r  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to p a s s , w h e re 's  th e  d a n g e r? "
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R o lle rs k iin g  is n o  d iffe ren t than  b icyc ling , a c c o rd in g  to th o s e  w h o  d o  it.

" S o m e t im e s  y ou  m ight ta k e  up a  little e x tra  ro om  but th e re 's  no th ing  d a n g e ro u s  o r  un law fu l a b o u t d o ing  tha t," K ra m e r  sa id . 
"C a rs  h a v e  to re sp e c t  that o th e r  p e o p le  a re  u s ing  the  ro a d ."

W ith  t ro o p e rs  tak ing a n ew , h a rd e r  s ta n c e  on  ro lle rsk iin g , M cD on n e ll s a id  h e  d oe sn 't kn ow  w ha t to  d o  at th is point.

"W e  w an t to b e  a b le  to ro lle rsk i and  w e w ou ld  like  to ro lle rs k i o n  C rip p le  C re e k  R o a d  b e c a u s e  it’s  the  b e s t sp o t,"  h e  s a id . 'W e  
d o n ’t w an t to c a u s e  a n y  p ro b lem s ."

F o r  n ow , the  U A F  ski te am  is trav e lin g  to N orth  P o le  to u s e  th e  b ike  p a th s  a t C h e n a  L a k e s  R e c re a t io n  A re a  to tra in .

'T o  fo r c e  u s  o n to  b ike  p a th s  that a re  s trew n  with g ra v e l s o  b ad  th a t y ou  c an  b a re ly  g o  fo rw a rd  on  th em , it's a n  e a s y  ou t fo r  
th em , bu t it le a v e s  u s n ow h e re ,"  sa id  M cD on n e ll.

M eanw h ile , K ram e r , a  lo c a l a tto rn e y , sa id  h e  is c on s id e rin g  filing a  law su it a g a in s t t ro o p e rs  o n  D e n g e l's  b e h a lf , in p a rt to g e t
t ro o p e r s  to e xp la in  the  su d d e n  c ra c kd ow n  on  ro lle rsk iin g .

"O n e  b en e fit o f  th a t w ou ld  b e  to h a v e  t ro o p e rs  exp la in  th e ir a c t io n s  ou t th e re ."  h e  sa id .

A s  f o r  L e a ry , h e  sa id  h e  p la n s  to figh t h is ticket an d  K ra m e r  will re p re s e n t  h im  in cou rt .

"I th ink th e  p o lic e  fo rc e  c ou ld  b e  d irec ted  to m o re  law  e n fo rc e m e n t  than  h a ra s s in g  ro lle rs k ie rs ,"  s a id  L e a ry .

S ta f f  w rite r T im  M ow ry c an  be  re a c h e d  a t 4 5 9 - 7 5 8 7  o r  tm ow rv @ n e w sm in e r .c o m  .
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1 3  A A C  0 2 . 3 9 5 .  R i d i n g  o n  b i c y c l e s  a n d  c e r t a i n  n o n m o t o r i z e d  c o n v e y a n c e s

( a )  R e p e a l e d  6 / 2 8 / 7 9 .

( b )  N o  p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a  b i c y c l e  u p o n  a  h i g h w a y  m a y  c a r r y  a  p e r s o n  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o p e r a t o r ,  u n l e s s  t h e  

b i c y c l e  i s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a  s e a r  f o r  t h e  p a s s e n g e r ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  a n  a d u l t  r i d e r  m a y  c a r r y  a  c h i l d  s e c u r e l y  

a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  p e r s o n  i n  a  b a c k p a c k  o r  s l i n g .

( c )  N o  p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a  b i c y c l e  o r  o t h e r  n o n m o t o r i z e d  c o n v e y a n c e  m a y  a t t a c h ,  h o l d  o n  b y  h a n d  o r  

o t h e r w i s e  s e c u r e  t h e  b i c y c l e  o r  c o n v e y a n c e  o r  h i m s e l f  t o  a n o t h e r  v e h i c l e  s o  a s  t o  b e  t o w e d  o r  p u l l e d .

( d )  A  p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a  b i c y c l e  u p o n  a  h i g h w a y  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  b i c y c l e  a n d  s h a l l  a t  a l l  

t i m e s  k e e p  a t  l e a s t  o n e  h a n d  u p o n  t h e  h a n d l e b a r s  o f  t h e  b i c y c l e .

( e )  N o  p e r s o n  m a y  o p e r a t e  a  u n i c y c l e ,  c o a s t e r ,  r o l l e r  s k a t e s ,  o r  a  s i m i l a r  d e v i c e  o n  a  r o a d w a y .

( f )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  u p o n  a  r o a d w a y  c l o s e d  t o  m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e  t r a f f i c .

H i s t o r y :  I n  e f f e c t  b e f o r e  7 / 2 8 / 5 9 ;  a m  1 2 / 1 5 / 6 1 ,  R e g i s t e r  3 ;  a i n  8 / 1 0 / 6 6 ,  R e g i s t e r  2 2 ;  a m  1 2 / 3 1 / 6 9 ,  

R e g i s t e r  3 1 ;  a m  6 / 2 8 / 7 9 ,  R e g i s t e r  7 0

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 1 1

1 3  A A C  0 2 . 4 0 0 .  R i d i n g  b i c y c l e s  o n  r o a d w a y s  a n d  b i c y c l e  p a t h s

( a )  A  p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a  b i c y c l e  u p o n  a  r o a d w a y  s h a l l  r i d e  a s  n e a r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d w a y  a s  

p r a c t i c a b l e ,  a n d  s h a l l  g i v e  w a y  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a s  f a r  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  p r o c e e d i n g  i n  t h e  

s a m e  d i r e c t i o n  w h e n  t h e  d r i v e r  o f  t h e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  g i v e s  a u d i b l e  s i g n a l .

( b )  P e r s o n s  r i d i n g  b i c y c l e s  o n  a  r o a d w a y  m a y  n o t  r i d e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  a b r e a s t  e x c e p t  o n  p a t h s  o r  p a r t s  o f  

r o a d w a y s  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  u s e  o f  b i c y c l e s .  P e r s o n s  r i d i n g  b i c y c l e s  t w o  a b r e a s t  m a y  n o t  i m p e d e  

t r a f f i c  a n d ,  i n  a  I a n e d  r o a d w a y ,  s h a l l  r i d e  w i t h i n  t h e  f a r t h e s t  r i g h t  l a n e .

( c )  W h e n  a  s h o u l d e r  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n ,  a n  o p e r a t o r  o f  a  b i c y c l e  s h a l l  u s e  

t h e  s h o u l d e r  o f  t h e  r o a d w a y .

( d )  A  p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a  b i c y c l e  o n  a  t r a i l ,  p a t h ,  s i d e w a i k ,  o r  s i d e w a l k  a r e a  s h a l l

( 1 )  e x e r c i s e  c a r e  t o  a v o i d  c o l l i d i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  o r  v e h i c l e s ;

( 2 )  g i v e  a n  a u d i b l e  s i g n a l  b e f o r e  o v e r t a k i n g  a n d  p a s s i n g  a  p e d e s t r i a n ;  a n d

( 3 )  y i e l d  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  t o  a n y  p e d e s t r i a n .

( e )  R e p e a l e d  6 / 2 8 / 7 9 .

( 0  A  p e r s o n  r i d i n g  a  b i c y c l e  i n t e n d i n g  t o  t u r n  l e f t  s h a l l ,  u n l e s s  h e  d i s m o u n t s  a n d  c r o s s e s  a s  a  p e d e s t r i a n ,
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Sent via fax: 907-465-5241

February 23, 2004

The Honorable Ralph Seekins 
Alaska State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 125 
Juneau, AK 99810-1182

SB 327 (rollerskiing)

Dear Senator Seekins:

The purpose o f  this letter is to thank you on behalf o f the Nordic Ski Club o f Fairbanks for 
introducing and supporting SB 327. Rollerskiing is important element o f ski training for the 
national and international caliber cross-country skiers that reside in Alaska. The UAF and UAA 
skiers compete at the highest levels nationally, and need this important tool that is available in 
other stales and just across the border in Canada. Roller skiing is a must for Olympian and 
Fairbanks resident Aelin Peterson if she wants to stay competitive and make the US Ski Team at 
the next Olympic Games. Over a dozen Fairbanks area high school and first year college age 
skiers will compete in early March at Arci;: Winter Games in Alberta, Canada and at Junior 
Olympics (U.S. junior national championships) in Lake Placid, New York. Most if not all o f  
these skiers use roller skis as a needed part o f their training, and some have their own Olympic 
dreams. Moreover, as you know, there is a large cross-country skiing community in our state 
and many Alaskans get healthy, ski specific exercise in summer on roller skis.

SB 327 is good legislation not just because it makes clear that roller skiers and other individuals ' 
using similar devices can use the same roadways as bicyclists. SB 327 also provides clear safety 
requirements for roller skiers which also will benefit motorists. The Nordic Ski Club o f  
Fairbanks pledges to work with the college and high school ski teams, ski training groups and the 
ski community at large to make them fully aware o f  the requirements o f this legislation, and any 
other relevant information on appropriate roller skiing safety and etiquette.

Thanks again for your support.

Sincerely Yours,

President



FW: in support of roller-skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Thu, 12 Feb 2004 16:58:22 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

I will be making a binder full of the hard copies of all the letters I receive. 

Bill

— Original Message—
From: quinley [ m ailto:quin ley@ alaska.net] 
Sent: Thursday, February 12, 2004 4 :39  PM 
To: bill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
Subject: in support o f roller-skiing

February 12, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased Senator Seekins is proposing to amend the existing statutes to make roller-skiing legal in the state of Alaska.

As the mother of two lifelong cross-country skiers (ages 13 and 16), I know the importance of year-round training. I also know 
nothing comes closer to emulating cross-country skiing than roller-skiing.

Just as I have taught my children to be courteous and accommodating when using sidewalks, hiking trails, biking trails, and 
other public corridors, I have taught them to be respectful when roller-skiing on public roads. In addition, their coaches have 
taught them to roller-ski single file and to obey the same laws that apply to bicyclists using public roads. In fact, when one of 
their coaches noticed two athletes roller-skiing side-by-side. he stopped them, told them to take off their roller-skis, had them 
walk back to the van and made them wait out the practice. This is how seriously the cross-country ski community regards this 
form of training, and the lengths to which they will go to preserve it.

I believe the majority of roller-skiers are at least as courteous and law-abiding as the motorized users with whom they 
share the public roads. I am hopeful Mr. Seekins’ commonsense proposal meets with approval.

Sincerely,

Constance K Quinley 

1812 Bowdoin C ircle 

Anchorage, AK 99508 

(907) 563-8569

I of 2 2/17/2004 11.05 AM
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F W : in support o f  rollerskiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Fri, 13 Feb 2004 13:07:00 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnel!@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Kove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
From : S a l l y  J o h n s o n  [m a i l t o : s a l g a l p a l l l @ h o t m a i l ■com ]
S e n t :  F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  2 0 0 4  1 2 : 5 7  PM 
T o :  b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u  
S u b j e c t :  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r s k i i n g

I  h a v e  c r o s s  c o u n t y  s k i i e d  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  m o st o f  my l i f e .  I  b e g a n  w i t h  
j u n i o r  n o r d i c  a n d  w e n t  on  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  r a c i n g ,  r a c i n g  a t  j u n i o r  
n a t i o n a l s ,
a n d  now c o l l e g e  s k i  r’a c i n g .  A l a s k a  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l  p l a c e  t o  s k i ;  we 
h a v e
g r e a t  s k i  t r a i l s ,  a  s u p p o r t i v e  s k i  c o m m u n ity ,  and  f a i r l y  r e l i a b l e  snow .

T h e s e  f a c t o r s  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  a l l o w e d  A la s k a n : ;  t o  e x c e l  a t  n o r d i c  
s k i i n g ,
o u r  J u n i o r  te a m  h a s  won N a t i o n a l s  c o u n t l e s s  t i m e s  a n d  we h a v e  p r o d u c e d  
some
o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  b e s t  s k i i e r s .  We g e n e r a l l y  h a v e  g o o d  snow t h r o u g h  t h e  
w i n t e r  m o n th s ,  a l l o w i n g  A l a s k a n  s k i i e r s  q u a l i t y  t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  
n o t  so
i n  t h e  sum m er. T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  my summer t r i a n i n g  i s  r o l l e r s k i i n g .  I f  
A l a s k a n  n o r d i c  s k i i e r s  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  r o l l e r s k i ,  t h e y  w o u ld  be  a t  a 
g r e a t
d i s a d v a n t a g e  t o  many o f  t h e i r  c o m p e t i t o r s  l i v i n g  e l s e w h e r e .  P l e a s e  
am end
t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  an d  a l l o w  r o l l e r s k i i n g  t o  be l e g a l  i n  A l a s k a .

T h a n k s ,

S a l l y  J o h n s o n

1 3 3 4  B a n n i s t e r  D r .
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 8

MSN 8 h e l p s  e l i m i n a t e  e - m a i l  v i r u s e s .  G e t  2 m o nth s  FR E E *.  
h t t p : /  /  j o i n  .m s n . c o r n / ? p a g e = f e a t u r e s / v i r u s

I o f  I 2/17/2004 9:49 AM
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FW: In Support of Roller-skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r - s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Fri, 13 Feb 2004 08:15:46 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message—
From: Nathan Wolfe [mailto:nate_the_great_skiier@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 12, 2004 5:37 PM 
To: bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu 
Subject: In Support of Roller-skiing

Hello,

I am Nathan Wolfe, a junior at East High School. I have skied pretty much all my life and love the 
sport. I train avidly, as do many o f  my friends. This training includes miming, biking, strength, and most 
importantly, roller-skiing. It is the closest way to mimic and perfect skiing technique and muscles without 
actually skiing on snow. Without roller-skiing the hard core trainers who would like to make skiing their 
life, or at least for their college career, and represent Alaska as we accomplish these dreams, loose a very 
important factor in getting there. Please consider what you are doing when you make roller-skiing illegal 
on public roads, and question if  it really is needed. The majority o f  skiers are considerate when rollar 
skiing and stay on the far side o f the road, farthest from the cars. Please don't jeprodize the dreams o f  so 
many highschool skiers. Thank you for your time.

Nathan wolfe, 3336 Uphnd Dr., Anchorage Ak, 99504

Let the advanced features & services o f  MSN Internet Software maximize vour online time.

I of I 2/17/2004 11:05 AM
■ a n H B B a B n M a n
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mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu


FW: roller-skiing in Alaska

S u b j e c t :  F W :  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  i n  A l a s k a  

D a t e :  Fri, 13 Feb 2004 08:16:28 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : J a y  L a x s o n  [ m a i l t o : j l a x s o n l @ c o r e c o m . n e t ]
S e n t :  T h u r s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  2 0 0 4  7 : 3 2  PM 
T o :  b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u  
S u b j e c t :  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  i n  A l a s k a

D e a r  S e n a t o r  R a lp h  S e e k in s

T h a r .k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  a  b i l l  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  amend t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  t o  make r o l l e r - s k i i n g  l e g a l  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  I

d i d n ' t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  l e g a l  c u r r e n t l y .  I  h a v e  b e e n  s k i i n g

w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  s k i  te a m  f o r  t h e  p a s t  2 y e a r s  a n d ,  as

y o u  c a n  a p p r e c i a t e ,  t h i s  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r o a d  a n d  m o u n t a in

b i k i n g ,  r u n n i n g ,  h i l l - b o u n d i n g  a n d  g e n e r a l  s t r e n g t h  w o r k - o u t s  t h a t  we 
d o .  R o l l e r - s k i i n g  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  b a l a n c e ,  a n d  
s t r e n g t h  s p e c i f i c  t o  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i  r a c i n g .

R oad c o u r t e s y  a n d  s a f e t y  a r e  o f  p a r a m o u n t  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  f o s t e r i n g  
c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r t  f o r  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  on  t h e  p a v e d  p u b l i c  r o a d s .  S i n c e  
t h e r e  was a " m a j o r  p r o b le m "  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  
t h e  A n c h o r a g e  n o r d i c  s k i i n g  c o m m u n ity  h a s  becom e a w a r e  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  be

r e s p o n s i b l e  when s h a r i n g  t h e  r o a d s  w i t h  a u t o m o b i l e  t r a f f i c .  H o p e f u l l y  
t h e  l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  w i l l  make e v e r y o n e  m ore  a w a r e  o f  t h e i r  s k i i n g  
e t i q u e t t e .
S i n c e r e l y ,

J a y  L a x s o n  
1 1 9 0 1  W o od b o urne  C i r  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 2 9 5 1 6  
9 07  3 4 5 - 3 6 3 9  
j l a x s o n l @ c o r e c o m . n e t

I of 1 2/17/2004 11:05 AM
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SB327

S u b j e c t :  S B 3 2 7

Date: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 19:28:13 -0900  
F r o m :  Dave & Leila Dengel <dengel@alaska.net>

T o :  Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us

S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s :
T h a n k s  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  S B 3 2 7 .  O u r  son  B a r t  was one o f  t h e  UAF s k i e r s  
s t o p p e d  l a s t  f a l l  f o r  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  n e a r  F a i r b a n k s .  B a r t  h a s  r o l l e r  s k i e d  
on Thom pson P ass  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w i t h  no p r o b l e m s .
D ave  a n d  L e i l a  D e n g e l

2/21/2004 6:03 PM

mailto:dengel@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


Roller Skiing Bill

S u b j e c t :  R o l l e r  S k i i n g  B i l l

Date: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 15:12:23 -0900
F r o m :  " S o r e n s e n ,  S t e v e  P . "  < S o r e n s e n S P @ a l y e s k a - p i p e l i n e . c o m >

T o :  ' " S e n a t o r _ R a l p h _ S e e k i n s @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s " '  < S e n a t o r _ R a l p h _ S e e k i n s @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s >

R a lp h ,
T h a n k s  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  b i l l .  I n  my r e c r e a t i o n a l  l i f e  I  
h a v e  c o a c h e d ,  r a c e d ,  a n d  i n s t r u c t e d  s k i i n g  f o r  t h e  l a s t  30  y e a r s .  C ro s s  
c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  h a s  k e p t  a n u m b e r  o f  o u r  k i d s  " c l e a n "  w h i l e  t r a v e r s i n g  t h e  
s o m e t im e s  t r e a c h e r o u s  s l o p e s  o f  J u n i o r  H ig h  a n d  H ig h  S c h o o l  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .
My own k i d s ,  now m o s t l y  g r o w n ,  h a v e  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  c r o s s  
c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  h a s  p r o v i d e d  th e m  a n d  s t i l l  p r o v i d e s  th e m  a s  h i g h  p e r f o r m i n g  
a d u l t s .

T h a n k s  a g a i n !

B e s t  R e g a r d s ,
S t e v e  S o r e n s e n
S e n i o r  S t r u c t u r a l  E n g i n e e r
A l y e s k a  P i p e l i n e  S e r v i c e  C o .

1 o fl 2/21/2004 6:03 PM

mailto:SorensenSP@alyeska-pipeline.com
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


Roller Ski legislation

S u b j e c t :  R o l l e r  S k i  l e g i s l a t i o n

D a t e :  F r i ,  1 3  F e b  2 0 0 4  1 9 : 0 9 : 0 3  E S T  

F r o m :  J r j c s i n g l e t o n @ a o l . c o m

T o :  S e n a t o r _ R a l p h _ S e e k i n s @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s

Senator Seekins

I am the President of Board of the Eagle R iver Nordic Ski C lub and I would like to thank you for your support of bill 
327. My son has earned the title o f " skim eister" for being the top high school sk ier for the last two years. Because of 
this I am very m uch aware of the dedication and training requirem ents of the elite  skiers of this state. In order for our 
skiers to be successfu l in national com petition it is essential fo r them  to train in the off season. A large com ponent of 
th is dry land train ing is on rollerskis. Bill 327 is important legislation fo r all the skiers of A laska. W ithout it our skiers 
will have a d istince training disadvantage over the skiers in the lower 48. Thanks to your bill our A laskan skiers can 
contiune to excell in national and international competition.

S incerely,

Jam es C. S ingleton D.D.S.

t o fl 2/21/2004 6:03 PM

mailto:Jrjcsingleton@aol.com
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


rollerski legislation SB327

S u b j e c t :  r o l l e r s k i  l e g i s l a t i o n  S B 3 2 7  

D a t e :  Fri, 13 Feb 2004 13:54:53 -0900 
F r o m :  "Kumin, Jon" <jkumin@kumin.alaska.com>

T o :  <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Sen Seekins:

In a word - TH AN K YOU! This is com m onsense legislation we should all support.

Sincerely,

Jon Kum in
7921 Charlo tte  Place
Anchorage, AK 99502

i of 1 2/21/2004 6:04 PM

mailto:jkumin@kumin.alaska.com
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Roller Skiing

S u b j e c t :  R o l l e r  S k i i n g

D a t e :  Sun, 15 Feb 2004 14:10:09 -0900 
F r o m :  "Gooderham's" <brewersl@awcable.com> 

T o :  <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Thank you for introducing the bill to allow  roller skiing to be legal.

I have been skiing since age 12 and cannot understand why

we have to legislate com m on sense. R oller skiing is the best

way to stay in shape before the snow  flies again.

Thanks again

Chad G ooderham  
Fairbanks Alaska 
brewers I @ awcable.com

mailto:brewersl@awcable.com
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


SB327

S u b j e c t :  S B 3 2 7

Date: Mon, 16 Feb 2004 10:44:12 -0900 
From: "quinley" <quinley@alaska.net>

To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Seekins,

Thank you fo r introducing SB327. W e  are a fam ily of cross country skiers in Anchorage, and our teenage daughter 
has represented A laska in national com petition  for three years. Rollerskiing is an im portant part of her year-round 
training, and an enjoyable, safe exercise  for the rest of us. Your bill describes how it can be done safely, and we urge 
the Legislature to pass the bill th is year. Thank you again fo r looking out for the interests of A laska 's athletes. Feel 
free to pass along this m essage of support to other legislators.

John Quinley 

563-856

l oi l 2/21/2004 6:03 PM
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Senate Bill 327

S u b j e c t :  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 7

D a t e :  T u e ,  1 7  F e b  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 3 4 : 4 5  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  " B e r t  B o y e r "  < f f b b b @ u a f . e d u >

T o :  < S e n a t o r _ R a l p h _ S e e k i n s @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s >

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s ,

I  w a n t  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 7 .

I  h a v e  b e e n  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  i n  F a i r b a n k s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  6-8 y e a r s  a n d  h a v e  
fo u n d  i t  t o  b e  an  e x t r e m e l y  h e a l t h f u l  a n d  e n j o y a b l e  w ay  t o  s t a y  f i t  i n  
t h e  sum m er. I  h a v e  h a d  o n e  b a d  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  an  a n g r y  m o t o r i s t  i n  t h e  
summer o f  2002, a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  when I  c a l l e d  t h e  t r o o p e r s ,  t h e y  
s u p p o r t e d  my r i g h t  t o  r o l l e r  s k i  on t h e  r o a d .  T h u s ,  I  was s u r p r i s e d  t o  
s e e  t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  News M i n e r  l a s t  f a l l  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  i t  was  
i l l e g a l .

I t  i s  c l e a r l y  t i m e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a b i l l  t o  make r o l l e r  s k i i n g  l e g a l  i n  
A l a s k a  a n d  I  a p p l a u d  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

Many t h a n k s !

B e r t

B e r t  B o y e r ,  P h .D .
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  M o l e c u l a r  B i o l o g y  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c t i c  B i o l o g y  
C e n t e r  f o r  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  R e s e a r c h  
3 1 1  I r v i n g  I  B l d g .
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 7 5
Phone -  9 0 7 - 4 7 4 - 7 7 3 3
F a x  -  9 0 7 - 4 7 4 - 6 9 6 7  o r  - 5 7 0 0
b e r t . b o y e r O u a f . edu
h t t p : / / w w w . i a b . u a f . e d u / ~ b e r t _ b o y e r
h t t p : / / w w w . a l a s k a . e d u / c a n h r /

1 of I 2/21/2004 6:02 PM
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FW: Senate Bill 327

S u b j e c t :  F W :  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 7

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 11:00:46 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian _Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
From : B e r t  B o y e r  ( m a i l t o : f f b b b @ u a f . e d u )
S e n t :  T u e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 3 5  AM 
T o : S e n a t o r _ R a l p h _ S e e k i n s @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . us  
S u b j e c t :  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 7

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s ,

I  w a n t  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 7 .

I  h a v e  b e e n  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  i n  F a i r b a n k s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  6 - 8  y e a r s  a n d  h a v e  
fo u n d  i t  t o  be  an  e x t r e m e l y  h e a l t h f u l  and  e n j o y a b l e  w ay t o  s t a y  f i t  i n  
t h e  sum m er. I  h a v e  h a d  o n e  b a d  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  an  a n g r y  m o t o r i s t  i n  t h e  
summer o f  2 0 0 2 ,  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  when I  c a l l e d  t h e  t r o o p e r s ,  t h e y  
s u p p o r t e d  my r i g h t  t o  r o l l e r  s k i  on t h e  r o a d .  T h u s ,  I  was s u r p r i s e d  t o  
s e e  t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  News M i n e r  l a s t  f a l l  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  i t  was  
i l l e g a l .

I t  i s  c l e a r l y  t i m e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a b i l l  t o  make r o l l e r  s k i i n g  l e g a l  i n  
A l a s k a  a n d  I  a p p l a u d  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

Many t h a n k s !

B e r t

B e r t  B o y e r ,  P h .D .
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  M o l e c u l a r  B i o l o g y  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c t i c  B i o l o g y  
C e n t e r  f o r  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  R e s e a r c h  
3 1 1  I r v i n g  I  B l d g .
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 7 5
Phone -  9 0 7 - 4 7 4 - 7 7 3 3
F a x  -  9 0 7 - 4 7 4 - 6 9 6 7  o r  - 5 7 0 0
b e r t . b o y e r @ u a f . ed u
h t t p : / / w w w . i a b . u a f . e d u / - b e r t _ b o y e r
h t t p : /  / www. a l a s k a  . e d u / c a n 'n r /
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FW: In support of rollerskiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r s k i i n g  

Date: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:37:51 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  '"Brian Hove"' <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O riginal Message------
F ro m : Susan Sugai [ m ailto :fnsfs@ uaf.edu] 
S e n t: Monday, February 16, 2004 7:54 PM 
T o : b ill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t :  In  support o f rollerskiing

373 Droz Drive 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
16 February 2004

Dear Honorable Senators,

This letter is written in support o f  SB 327 allowing roller skiers to legally use public roadways as bicycles 
currently do. Like many Nordic skiers both recreational and competitive, I was attracted to Fairbanks 
because o f  the well-groomed crosscountry ski trails and long on-snow season for pursuing our passion. I ve 
been rollerskiing on Fairbanks roadways since 1987 and in those many years, State troopers have never 
stopped me as I’ve rollerskied on the Parks Highway, Sheep Creek, Murphy Dome, Rosie Creek, or 
Goldstream Roads. Although recently most o f  my rollerskiing has either teen  done alone or with one or 
two others, I have previously participated in roller ski clinics and training groups. Like most rollerskiers, I 
am considerate o f  vehicular traffic and move as far right as feasible and doublepole rather than skate when 
being passed by vehicles, bicycles, or other rollerskiers.

Currently, I’m in my tenth season coaching a Masters (over 40 year old) M en’s ski training group. We 
meet weekly from November through April and the skiers are Fairbanks area residents ranging from 
University faculty and administrators to a local bar tender. Usually 12 to 15 o f  these skiers complete the 
annual Sonot Kkaazoot 50 km ski race in late March with several others doing the shorter 20 km veision. 
While many o f  this group, m yself included, used to be runners in the “dryland” season, rollerskiing allows 
us to participate in non-impact activity that has similar physical demands to Nordic skiing, Like the 
younger and more elite skiers who are striving to make University and Olympic teams, rollerskiing is an 
important activity for Masters skiers during our 6 months without snow. Masters skiers contribute not only 
to our local economy but also volunteer countless hours to the infrastructure that makes Fairbanks 
attractive to national and international Nordic skiers for training in the fall, and to national race organizing 
committees as a fantastic venue for events like the 2003 Junior Olympics held at the Birch Hill Recreation 
Area. The future o f  Nordic skiing in Fairbanks and the state o f  Alaska would definitely be brighter if  local 
athletes o f  all ages could pursue their sport legally on roadways available to bicycles.

Thank you for your support in helping the greater Alaskan ski community.

W a r m  regards,
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S u s a n  S u g a i ,  P h . D .

A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r ,  A l a s k a  S e a  G r a n t  C o l l e g e  P r o g r a m

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  F a i r b a n k s

F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 7 5 - 5 0 4 0

( 9 0 7 )  4 7 4 - 6 8 4 0 ;  f a x  ( 9 0 7 )  4 7 4 - 6 2 8 5

h t t p : / / w w w . u a f . e d u / s e a a r a n t / s t a f P s i u i a i . h t m l

h t t p : / / w w w . a r c t i c . g o v / s s u g a i . h t m

FW: In support of rollerskiing
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FW: In Support of Roller-Skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r - S k i i n g  

D a t e :  T u e ,  1 7  F e b  2 0 0 4  0 8 : 3 9 : 0 1  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  " b i l l  m c d o n n e l l "  < b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u >  

T o :  " B r i a n  H o v e "  < B r i a n _ H o v e @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s >

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : F r o d e  L i l l e f ^ e l l  [ m a i l t o : s k i t u r @ a l a s k a p a c i f i c . e d u ]
S e n t :  M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 5 3  AM
T o :  b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u
S u b j e c t :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r - S k i i n g

A n c h o r a g e  a n d  A l a s k a  h a s  a  v e r y  l a r g e  c r o s s -  c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  c o m m u n ity  
t h a t  r e l y  on  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  on p u b l i c  r o a d s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a in  fo rm s  o f  
s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  summer an d  f a l l .  I f  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  w e r e  t o  
be b a n n e d  f r o m  p u b l i c  r o a d s ,  m any h i g h  l e v e l  s k i e r s  t r a i n i n g  w o u ld  be  
c o m p ro m is e d  a n d  A la s k a n s  w o u ld  b e  a t  a c l e a r  d i s a d v a n t a g e  c o m p a re d  t o  
s k i e r s  f r o m  a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s .

F o r  u s  s k i e r s  t h i s  i s  a  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m ,  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d .  One 
o p t i o n  t h a t  we s k i e r  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  h a v e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  r o a d ,  i s  
t r a i l s  made e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  r o l l e r -  s k i i n g ,  h o w e v e r  t h e s e  t r a i l s  c o s t  a 
l o t  o f  m o ney  t o  b u i l d  an d  a s  o f  t o d a y  we h a v e  n o n e .  I f  we h a d  o ne  good  
r o l l e r - s k i  t r a i l  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  i t  w o u ld  t a k e  
a l o t  o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  r o a d s  a n d  o n l y  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  
s k i e r s  w o u ld  s t i l l  n e e d  t o  u s e  t h e  r o a d s  som e. U n t i l  t h e n  we h op e  we 
c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  p u b l i c  r o a d s  f o r  o u r  t r a i n i n g  i n  a s a f e  and  
c o o p e r a t i v e  m a n n e r  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e  on t h e  r o a d s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

F r o d e  L i l l e f j e l l
A s s i s t a n t  C o a c h  A l a s k a  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  N o r d i c  S k i  C e n t e r  
4 1 0 1  U n i v e r s i t y  D r i v e  A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 8  
E - m a i l :  S k i t u r @ a l a s k a p a c i f i c . e d u
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FW: In Support of Roller-Skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r - S k i i n g  

D a t e :  T u e ,  1 7  F e b  2 0 0 4  0 8 : 4 0 : 5 3  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  " b i l l  m c d o n n e l l "  < b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u >  

T o :  " B r i a n  H o v e "  < B r i a n _ H o v e @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s >

 Original Message—
F ro m : M artins [ m ailto:tad ida@ xyz.net]
Sent: Saturday, February 14, 2004 12:01 PM 
T o : bill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
Subject: In  Support o f Roller-Skiing

Dear C om m ittee M em bers:

W e are a cross-country ski fam ily in Hom er and roller skiing is a big part o f our sum m er fun. Larry Martin, my 
husband, is a fo rm er US O lympic team  m em ber. He grew  up in Homer. O ur daughter Ida Martin is a collegiate 
cross-country sk ier in Colorado. O ur son is a m em ber o f the Hom er High School ski team. A  favorite  sum m er 
w orkout fo r Larry and Ida is to roller ski up Fritz C reek Hill east o f Homer. They also enjoy ro ller skiing up East Hill 
and up W est Hill and across Skyline Drive.The H om er High School Ski Team  also uses roller skis in these areas as 
a great pre-season training method.

My job  in these workouts is to m eet the roller skiers at the tops o f the hills and give them a ride home. These are 
joyous, vigorous workouts. W e're all four very much in favor o f the use o f ro ller skis. Legislation against such an 
activity is a vote in favor o f atrophy and laziness and the use o f autom obiles instead o f the hum an body!!!

Sincerely,

Linda Martin, for Larry, Ida and Tad 

36d Rangeview 

Homer, AK 99603 

(907) 235-6758
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FW: In Support of Roller Skiing Legislation

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r  S k i i n g  L e g i s l a t i o n  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:42:11 -0900  
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" < Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message.......
F ro m : Ron Klein [ m ailto:xcsg@ gci.net]
S e n t: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 6:46 AM
T o : bill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu
S u b je c t:  In  Support o f Roller Skiing Legislation

Bill,

Thank you for w orking with Senator Seekins to support am ending state statutes to make rolier skiing legal. I was shocked to 
leam  last sum m er that roller skiing was illegal. Skiing is a way o f  life in Anchorage. Roller skiing is an essentia! activity for 
m aintaining ski conditioning and training for w inter races. I have skied with APUN N ordic in the past and roller skiing has been 
an essential com ponent o f  the training plan. A laska has been a significant contributor to the US N ational Ski and P iathlon Teams 
and the ability  for A laskan team  m em bers to ro ller ski during the olTseason is esssential to m aintaining the com petitive edge.

Ron Klein 

3316 Knik Ave 

Anchorage, AK 99517

I o fl 2/17/2004 11:01 A.V1
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FW: In Support of Roller Skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r  S k i i n g  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:42:30 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnel!@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : T im  S t a l l a r d  ( m a i l t o : f n t w s @ u a f . e d u ]
S e n t :  M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 0 1  AM 
T o :  B i l l  M c D o n n e l l  ( E - m a i l )
S u b j e c t :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r  S k i i n g

To Whom i t  m ay c o n c e r n ,

I  am w r i t i n g  t o  e x p r e s s  my s u p p o r t  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  l e g a l i z e s  r o l l e r  
s k i i n g  on A l a s k a ' s  r o a d s ,  N o r d i c  s k i i n g  i s  a s p o r t  i n  w h i c h  o u r  A l a s k a n  
a t h l e t e s  a r e  c o m p e t i t i v e  a t  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  W h i l e  we a r e  
b l e s s e d  w i t h  o ne  o f  t h e  l o n g e s t  s k i  s e a s o n s  a n y w h e r e ,  o u r  n o r d i c  
a t h l e t e s  n e e d  t o  t r a i n  y e a r  r o u n d  t o  s t a y  c o m p e t i t i v e .

O u r  p u b l i c  r o a d s  o f f e r  t h e  o n l y  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  p l a c e  w h e r e  A l a s k a ' s  
n o r d i c  a t h l e t e s  c a n  t r a i n  i n  t h e  summer -  so  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  m ake t h i s  
p o s s i b l e .

T h a n k  y o u ,

T im  S t a l l a r d  
1 0 0 1  M i a  S t .
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 1 2  
( 9 0 7 )  4 5 2 - 8 9 8 0

Tim Stallard < tim.stallard> 
O utdoor A dventures coordinator 
U niversity  o f  A laska Fairbanks 
Explore A laska: vnvw .uaf.edu/outdoor
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FW: in support of roller-skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:44:10 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdortnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message—
F ro m : Elizabeth Quinley [ m ailto:queen_elizabeth05@ hotm ail.com ] 
S e n t: Friday, February 13, 2004 5:26 PM 
T o : b ill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t:  in support o f roller-skiing

February 12, 2004 

To W hom  It May Concern:

As an avid skier fo r both APUNSC and East Anchorage High School, I am happy that Senator Seekins is 
proposing to m ake roller-skiing legal. Rollerskiing is very im portant to the nordic skiing com m unity, and ensuring 
its legality is a good idea.To excel in nordic skiing, roller-skiing is crucial. It provides year-round training and a 
m otion very sim ilar to skiing on snow.

W hen roller-skiing, my team and I are careful and accom odating to oncom ing traffic as well as pedestrians. Our 
coaches are adam ant about skiing single file and getting to tne side of the road when cars need to get by. W e 
w ear helm ets, stay on the correct side o f the road, and try hard not to obstruct traffic. W e follow the rules jus t as 
b ike-riders and pedestrians do, and would greatly appreciate it if rollerskiing was recognized as legal.

S incerely,

Elizabeth O. Quinley 

1812 Bowdoin Circle 

Anchorage, AK 99508 

(907) 563-8569

queen elizabeth05@ hotm ail.com

Choose now from 4 levels o f  MSN Hotmail Extra Storage - no more account overload!
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FW: Roller-skiing on Public Right of Ways

S u b j e c t :  F W :  R o l l e r - s k i i n g  o n  P u b l i c  R i g h t  o f  W a y s  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:47:02 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O rig ina l Message------
F ro m : Karen Mannix [ m ailto:karen_m annix@ yahoo.com ] 
S e n t: Sunday, February 15, 2004 7:20 PM 
T o : bi(l.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t :  Roller-skiing on Public R ight o f Ways

My name is Karen Mannix. I am a 24-year resident o f  Talkeetna, Alaska, co-founder o f  Denali Junior 
Nordic ski Club and the Su Valley High School Cross Country Ski Coach for the past 6 seasons. I am 
writing in support o f  the legislative effort to allow roller-skiing on public roads, t Jthough I would agree 
that there is a degree o f  risk involved in roller-skiing on roads in Alaska, I see no great difference between 
roller-skiing and bicycling, and I highly doubt there could be legal merit for determining one use more 
unsafe than the other.

However, my primary concerns for legislating AGAINST roller-skiing are these: 1) Our state has produced 
some o f  the best Nordic skiers in the country, in part because these athletes can summer train on 
roller-skis. 2) There are inadequate bike path systems to allow for roller-skiing. A perfect example is in 
the Talkeetna area, where a person can't travel from point A to point B anywhere in the area unless 
he/she is on a public road, the railroad, or in the woods! Several years ago, a side-road o ff the Talkeetna 
Spur (the Comsat) was freshly paved and allowed the only roller-skiable surface within a 60-mile 
radius. The Spur itself was pitted, pot-holed, and cracked. Last summer a bike path was constructed and 
may finally be used, but the Comsat is still able to provide variety and can be accessed by some residents 
without having to drive there. True, it might be safer to roller-ski solely on the bike path, BUT there is no 
legislation which denies anyone the right to ride a bike on the Comsat, and having done both, I personally 
see no difference between the two. 3) Bicycling and roller-skiing are very similar aciivitics; many people 
commute, train, recreate using either/or or both forms o f  transportation...if one legislates against one, the 
other should follow. However, our Slate doesn't feel compelled to disallow bicycles on the busy city 
streets o f  Anchorage; how does roller-skiing on less busy public right-of-ways differ? 4) Compelling 
roller-skiers to use bike paths will seriously disable the use o f  good, paved training areas for serious nordic 
skiers. This would likewise be tme for the serious bicyclist, and 1 would oppose any legislation which 
would hamper either activity.

We currently have a helmet law which mandates helmet use on motorcycles and snow machines. I 
maintain that any road user (motor vehicle or other) needs to be adequately prepared for safety; when I 
summer coach nordic athletes, they are required to wear helmets, but they are also allowed to ski on the 
sides o f  paved roads...otherwise, our Nordic ship would have been sunk yeais ago!
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FW: Roller-skiing on Public Right of Ways

When our ^gislators begin to tackle public use "restrictions” on public right-of-ways, it is very important 
to be consistent. I don't see how it is possible for one to tell a resident o f  a neighborhood that they can bike 
to their friend's house but they can't roller-ski (or in-line skate, for that matter). I also feel that if  the State 
o f Alaska were reallv paying attention to types o f  recreation on public right-of-ways, it would more wisely 
use its time citing the many young snow-machiners, kids under 16 years old, without any type o f  dirving 
permit, who spend hours snow-machining at high speeds on (non-motorized) bike paths all over Alaska in 
winter. How many fatalities have we seen related to snow machine use vs roller-skiing?

As a skier, roller-skier, and coach, I feel it is necessary to allow roller-skiing activity on roads unless the 
State is willing to build a "non-motorized paved path" adjacent to each road. Whether training or 
commuting, roller-skiing should be allowed. I would suggest we tackle the snow machine issue (on 
non-motorized bike paths in winter) before attempting to legislate against something much more "healthy" 
and much less potentially injurious to others or se lf (roller-skiing on roads in summer).

Karen Mannix 

PO Box 284 

Talkeetna, Ak. 99676 

907-733-2615

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Finance: Get vour refund fast bv filinu online
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FW: Rc: SB 327-Rollerskiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  R e :  S B  3 2 7 - R o l l e r s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:50:14 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  "'Brian Hove"' <Brian_Hove@.legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : B re n n a n  W a ls h  [ m a i l t o : b w a l s h 0 1 @ h o t m a i l  .c o m ] 
S e n t :  M o n day , F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 4  3 : 5 4  PM 
T o :  B i l l . M c D o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u  
S u b j e c t :  FW: R e: SB 3 2 7 - R o l l e r s k i i n g

> F r o m :  S e n a t o r  F r e n c h  < s e n a t o r _ h o l l i s _ _ f  r e n c h Q l e g i s . s t a t e . a k .  u s >
> T o : B r e n n a n  Wa 1 s h  < h w a I s h O l G h o  t m a i  1 .  com>
> S u b j e c t : R e :  SB 3 2 7 - R o l l e r s k i i n g  
> D a t e :  Mon,  1 6  F e b  2 0 0 4  1 3 : 5 8 : 5 6  - 0 9 0 0  
>
> D e a r  B r e n n a n ,
> T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  SB 3 2 7 .  I  w i l l  l o o k  t h i s  b i l l  o v e r  
> c a r e f u l l y .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  s e e m s  l i k e  a g o o d  i d e a .  I  am a n  a v i d  
r e c r e a t i o n a l
> s k i e r ,  a n d  I  am c e r t a i n l y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  a n y  l e g i s l a t i o n  t n a t  m a k e s  i t  
> e a s i e r  f o r
> A l a s k a n s  t o  g e t  o u t  a n d  e x e r c i s e !
> B e s t  o f  l u c k  i n  y o u r  e n d e a v o r s ,
> H o l l i s  F r e n c h  
>
>
> B r e n n a n  W a l s h  w r o t e :
>
> > D e a r  S e n .  H o l l i s ,
> >
> > M y  n am e  i s  B r e n n a n  W a l s h  a n d  I  am a n  a c t i v e  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i e r  i n  
> A n c h o r a g e
> > a n d  o n  t h e  NCAA c o l l e g e  c i r c u i t .  I  c o m p e t e d  f o r  W e s t  H i g h ,  Team  
A l a s k a ,
> t h e
> > US J u n i o r  B i a t h l o n  Team,  a n d  n o w  I  r a c e  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
N e v a d a ,
> R e n o .
> > I  am w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  t o  p a s s  SB 2 3 7 .  T h e  b i l l  a l l o w s  
t h e
> u s e
> > o f  R o l l e r s k i i n g  o n  r o a d w a y s .  A s  a n y  s e r i o u s  s k i e r  w i l l  t e l l  y o u ,  t h e  
•> > i m p o r t a n c e  o f  r o l l e r s k i i n g  i n  t h e  summer o u t  w e i g h ' s  a n y  o t h e r  t y p e  
o f
> > t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  a n  a t h l e t e  c a n  d o .  I  c a n  s a y  f i r s t  h a n d  t h a t  I  
w o u ld
> n o t
> > h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g o  a s  f a r  a s  I  h a v e ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  s u m m e r
> > r o l l e r s k i i n g . P l e a s e  v o t e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  m y s e l f ,  t h e  
s k i i n g
> >  c o m m u n i t y  o f  o u r  d i s t r i c t , a n d  f o r  a l l  t h e  s i m i l a r  a t h l e t e s  a r o u n d  
t h e
> > s t a t e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e .
> >
> > B r e n n a n  W a l s h
> >
> > (schoo l address)

mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
mailto:bwalsh01@hotmail
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FW: Rc: SB 327-Rollerskiing

>  >  9 0 5  W a s h i n g t o n  S t .
> > R e n o ,  NV,  8 9 5 0 3
> >
> > ( A l a s k a  a d d r e s s )
> > 1 9 0 1  B e l a x r
> > A n c h o r a g e ,  AK  9 9 5 1 7
> >
> > __________________________________________________
> > C h o o s e  n o w  f r o m  4 l e v e l s  o f  MSN H o t m a i l  E x t r a  S t o r a g e  -  n o  m o r e  
a c c o u n t
> > overload! http://click.atdmt.com/AVE/go/onm00200362ave/direct/01/
>

> S e n .  H o l l i s  F r e n c h  
> S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  Room 5 0 4  
> J u n e a u ,  AK  9 9 8 0 1  
> t o l l  f r e e  ( 8 6 6 )  4 6 5 - 3 8 9 2  
>
> v i s i t  m y  w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p :  / / w w i v .  a k d e m o c r a t s  . o r g  
>
>

C h e c k  o u t  t h e  g r e a t  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  new MSN 9 D i a l - u p ,  w i t h  t h e  MSN 
D i a l - u p
A c c e l e r a t o r ,  h t t p : / / c l i c k . a t d m t . c o m /A V S /g o /o n m 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 l a v e / d i r e c t / 0 1 /
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FW: In Sjupport of Roller Skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S j u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r  S k i i n g  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:51:06 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  '"Brian Hove'” <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : s p i r i t l @ p t i a l a s k a . n e t  [m a i l t o : s p i r i t l @ p t i a l a s k a . n e t ]
S e n t :  S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 0 4  9 : 5 9  AM
T o :  b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u
S u b j e c t :  I n  S j u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r  S k i i n g

D e a r  B i l l ,
I  am t h e  p a r e n t  o f  s e v e r a l  f o r m e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i e r s  a n d  I  
am
a s k i e r  m y s e l f .  I  am v e r y  much i n  f a v o r  o f  o u r  s k i e r s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  
h a v i n g
t h e  o p t i o n  o f  t r a i n i n g  on  r o l l e r  s k i s  w hen  t h e r e  i s  n o  s n o w . R a t h e r  
t h a n
b e i n g  a n n o y e d  b y  t h e  s k i e r s  u s i n g  t h e  r o a d ,  I  am a lw a y s  im p r e s s e d  a t  
t h e i r
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  s p o r t .  W h i l e  I  w o u ld  b e  h a p p y  t o  h a v e  w i d e r  
s h o u l d e r s
on o u r  r o a d s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  a l l  s p o r t s  i n c l u d i n g  b i c y c l e s  a n d  r u n n i n g  
s t r o l l e r s ,  I  am m ore  t h a n  w i l l i n g  t o  s lo w  down f o r  o t h e r s  u s i n g  t h e  
r o a d s .
I  am i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  on  t h e  r o a d s ;  I  am i n  f a c t  i n  s u p p o r t  
o f
u s e  o f  o u r  r o a d s  f o r  n o n - m o t o r i z e d  t r a v e l  as  w e l l .  T h a n k  y o u .

G a i l  D a v id s o n  
1 5 4 7  C hena  R id g e  Road  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 9  
( 9 0 7 )  4 7 9 - 7 1 2 7

m a i l2 w e b  -  C h e c k  y o u r  e m a i l  f r o m  t h e  web a t  
h t t p : / / m a i l 2w e b .c o m / .

1 o fl 2/17/2004 11:01 AM
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FW: J support Roller Skiing!

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I  s u p p o r t  R o l l e r  S k i i n g !

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:52:11 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  "'Brian Hove'" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 Original Message—
F ro m : The Harrisons [ m ailto:hhhom er@ alaska.net] 
S e n t: Saturday, February 14, 2004 3:54 PM 
T o : bill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t:  I  support Roller Skiing!

My nam e is Brian Harrison and I am in favor o f keeping roller skiing legal. As a Hom er resident we are often the 
victim s o f unseasonably warm  w inter weather. The ability to roller ski m akes training less o f an issue due to poor 
snow  conditions. It also m akes training possible year round. My daughters both have been on the school cross 
country ski team s. Having this avenue open to them to im prove their skills is invaluable. W hen the national spot light 
is on obesity in our population, why would anyone take away another m ethod of all im portant exercise. I can be 
reached at 1065 Larkspur Ct., H om er Ak. 99603, or 907-235-8922 should you have questions. Thank you for taking 
the time to consider th is very im portant issue.

Brian Harrison

i o fl 2/17/2004 11:00AM
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FW: Groscclose support for rollerskiing bill w/addrcss

S u b j e c t :  F W :  G r o s e c l o s e  s u p p o r t  f o r  r o l l e r s k i i n g  b i l l  w / a d d r e s s  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:53:08 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  "'Brian Hove'" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
From : Bob [ m a i l t o : b o b @ a l a s k a l a w . com ]
S e n t :  M o n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 1 7  AM 
T o: b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u
S u b j e c t :  RE: G r o s e c l o s e  s u p p o r t  f o r  r o l l e r s k i i n g  b i l l  w / a d d r e s s

B i l l ,  I  o v e r l o o k e d  my a d d r e s s ,  b e l o w .
 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
From : Bob [ m a i l t o : b o b @ a l a s k a l a w . c o m ]
S e n t :  M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 4  9 : 5 6  AM
T o :  ' b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u '
S u b j e c t :  G r o s e c l o s e  s u p p o r t  f o r  r o l l e r s k i i n g  b i l l

B i l l ,
Add my name t o  t h o s e  s u p p o r t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u ld  m o d i f y  t h e  
e x i s t i n g
s t a t u t e / r e g u l a t i o n  so a s  t o  t o l e r a t e  a n d  a c c o m m o d a te  r o l l e r  s k i i n g .  
C r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  i s  t o  A l a s k a  a s  s u r f i n g  i s  t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  T h e  la w  
s h o u l d  r e a s o n a b l y  a c c o m m o d a te  t h i s  A l a s k a n  p a s t i m e .  R o l l e r  s k i i n g  i s  an  
o f f - s e a s o n ,  s k i - t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t y .  C e r t a i n  r o a d w a y s  c a n  a c c o m m o d a te  t h e  
s h a r i n g  o f  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  u s e r s .  A t o t a l  b a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  
e l i m i n a t e s  o f f - s e a s o n  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i  t r a i n i n g .  T h e  l a w  s h o u l d  b e  
r e l a x e d
t o  a l l o w  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  when t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  i s  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l y  
c o m p r i s e d .
T h e r e  a r e  many r o a d w a y s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  r o l l e r - s k i e r s  h a v e  f o r  many  
y e a r s
p e a c e f u l l y  c o e x i s t e d  s a f e l y  a n d  i n  h a rm o n y  w i t h  o t h e r  u s e r s .  T h e  l a w  
s h o u l d
acc o m m o d a te  s u c h  u s u a g e .  T h e  t o t a l  ban  s h o u l d  b e  m o d i f i e d .
Bob G r o s e c l o s e  
520  M a r s h a l l  D r i v e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 1 2  
9 0 7 / 4 5 7 - 5 4 9 8
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