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safety defects in motor vehicles that were related to the failure o f the 
airbags to operate properly after being exposed to flood damage or the 
intrusion o f other liquids. The resulting rp-alls affected over 725,000 
vehicles. Several other manufacturers have recalled vehicles to address 
similar problems without being influenced by NHTSAs investigations. 
According to NHTSA officials, the agency could conduct a study o f 
recycled airbags and, if appropriate, issue consumer warnings o r issue a 
report to the Congress on its findings.

NHTSA has the authority to order manufacturers o f replacement parts that 
contain a safety-related defect to recall the defective items. Manufacturers 
must notify owners, purchasers, and dealers o f the defect and remedy the 
defect (either through repair or replacement) free o f charge. However, 
NHTSA’s ability to detect parts with safety-related defects is limited 
because the agency’s database o f complaints from vehicle owner s and 
others contains only a fraction o f the complaints that manufacturers 
receive. Moreover, even if NHTSA were to identify unsafe aftermarket 
crash parts, it would likely have difficulty having them recalled. Recent 
legislation creates opportunities fo r NHTSA to gather additional 
information needed for identifying possible defects and improve its 
management and analysis o f vehicle safety data,

An essential component o f NIITSA's overall process is the agency’s ability 
to detect safety-related defects. To decide whether to investigate a possible 
safety-related defect,, including any relating to OEM and aftermarket crash 
parts, NHTSA relies heavily on its complaint database. However, this 
database contains only a fraction o f the complaints that customers report 
to manufacturers. In addition, aftermarket crash parts may not be 
identified as such in the database because consumers who complain to 
NHTSA may not know they have aftermarket crash parks or their 
complaints may not indicate that such parts are involved.
NHTSA’s ODI receives consumer complaints about possible defects in 
motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment from a toll-free consumer 
hotline, an on-line computer Web page, e-mail, telephone calls, surveys, and 
letters. As o f August 2000, the database contained about. 400,000 
complaints gathered over the last 10 years. In an average year, ODI receives 
between 40,000 and 50,000 complaints.

NIITSA’s Complaint 
Database Has Limitations
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The number o f complaints in the database may represent only a small 
percentage o f all complaints being made about possible defects. For 
example, in September 2000, the Administrator o f NIITSA testified on the 
investigation and recall o f Firestone tires. The Administrator said that by 
the end o f 1999, NHTSA had received 46 reports o f incidents involving 
these tires. NHTSA did not open a defect investigation at that time because 
o f the large number o f tires in use and the variety o f possible causes o f tire 
failure. However, after press reports in February 2000 highlighted two 
fatalities and alluded to a number o f other crashes and fatalities, NHTSA 
opened an investigation. After obtaining additional information from the 
manufacturers involved and the attendant publicity, the Administrator 
reported that as o f August 31, 2000, NHTSA had received over 1,400 
complaints. In addition, according to the former Chief o f ODI’s 'fiends and 
Analysis Division, the complaints NHTSA receives about safety-related 
defects may represent only 10 percent o f all the complaints that 
manufacturers receive. This estimate was based on the results o f past 
requests fo r information made to manufacturers after ODI had opened 
investigations. For example, in February 2000, ODI began an investigation 
o f plastic door garnish moldings on 1998 and 1999 Sebring Coupe vehicles. 
This investigation responds to 21 consumer complaints o f partial and 
complete detachment, some o f which occurred while the consumer was 
driving.11 During the preliminary evaluation phase o f the investigation. ODI 
requested information from DaimlerChrysler Coiporation and obtained 276 
additional complaints that the manufacturer had received. According to 
NHTSA officials, the agency has made efforts over the past few years to 
encourage repair shops and others to report safety-related problems with 
either OEM or aftermarket crash parts; however, the agency has received 
relatively few complaints about these parts.
Aftermarket crash pails may not be identified as such in NHTSAs database 
because consumers who complain to NHTSA may not know they have 
aftermarket crash parts or their complaints may not indicate that such 
parts are involved. According to data supplied by the National Association 
o f Independent Insurers, 10 states do not have any form o f legislation 
addressing the use o f aftermarket crash parts. In these states, it is not 
necessary to tell an owner specifically about the use o f mi aftermarket part 
in a vehicle repair or to receive the owner’s consent to use the parts. 
Furthermore, there are no requirements for informing the purchaser o f a

"T he  door garnish m olding is the tr im  panel tha t attaches to  the low er po rtion  o f the 
vehicle. I t  is composed o f a molded therm oplastic and is 50 inches long and 11 inches high.
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used vehicle that aftermarket crash parts have been used in an earlier 
repair. In these instances, the complainant would be unlikely to identify the 
defective part as an aftermarket part. In addition, in submitting a complaint 
to NHTSA, a complainant is free to describe the problem in any way he or 
she chooses. The choice o f words in a complaint is important because the 
process NHTSA follows in identifying potential defect trends begins with a 
search o f key words in the database. For example, we asked NHTSA to 
search fo r “aftermarket” and found six complaints that contained that term. 
However, complainants could have used a variety o f other words to 
describe their complaint or might not have thought to mention the term.

Even if NHTSA were to conclude that certain aftermarket crash parts 
contained a safety-related defect, its ability to recall them would be 
hampered because the parts do not always indicate the manufacturer and it 
may be difficult to identify the vehicles on which t he parts were used.
According to Consumer Reports, many aftermarket crash parts are 
essentially invisible to NHTSA’s complaint and recall system, mainly 
because the parts have no manufacturer’s name stamped on them. During 
our review, we also saw several aftermarket crash parts that did not cany 
the manufacturer’s identification. However, the extent to which parts are 
unlabeled is unknown. Taiwan Auto Body Parts Association officials stated 
that, since 1994, nearly all o f the aftermarket crash parts its members 
manufacture are stamped with the manufacturer’s name and a production 
lot number.12 Furthermore, according to a CAPA offid  ', the aftermarket 
parts certification process requires manufacturers to .. rk each part with 
the manufacturer’s name and production lot number to facilitate 
identification and recall if necessary. However, CAPA recognizes that its 
certified parts represent only a third o f all aftermarket crash parts and 
some noncertified parts do not indicate the manufacturer.
Even if the manufacturers o f aftermarKet parts were clearly identified, little 
information exists on the purchasers o f those parts, making the recall 
process difficult. When automotive manufacturers recall vehicles, they rely 
on information they obtained when the vehicles were purchased and on 
registration records maintained by state departments o f motor vehicles to 
identify and locate vehicle owners. With aftermarket crash parts, however,

13n»o Taiwan A u lo  Body Parts Association represents nearly 40 Taiwan-based afterm arket 
crash parts manufacturers.

Recalling Unsafe 
Aftermarket Crash Parts 
May Be Difficult
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this information is typically not available. Vehicle owners may purchase 
aftermarket crash parts at automotive retail stores and install the parts 
themselves, or body shops may install aftermarket parts that they obtained 
through parts distributors. In either instance, it is unlikely that the owners 
o f vehicles with unsafe aftermarket crash parts could be specifically 
identified because it is unlikely that shops or distributors would maintain 
the information needed to locate the owners o f the unsafe parts. 
Consequently, it would be necessary to recall unsafe aftermarket crash 
parts using a broad-based approach similar to a consumer product safety 
recall. Under this approach, public announcements are made to alert 
consumers to the product’s safety-related defect. NHTSA officials 
recognize that it would be very difficult to identify and recall aftermarket 
crash parts using this approach.

Recent Legislation Identifies 
Weaknesses in NHTSA’s 
Ability to Identify Safety- 
Related Defects

The Firestone tire recall, together with the subsequent congressional 
investigations and legislative initiatives, focused attention on weaknesses 
in NIITSA’s regulatory and enforcement program. Likewise, congressional 
oversight reports expressed concerns about the effectiveness and 
efficiency o f NHTSA’s process o f gathering and analyzing data on vehicle 
defects and initiating investigations and recalls. The Transportation Recall 
Enhancement, Accountability, and Documentation Act was signed into law 
in November 2000. In addition to requirements specifically addressing tires, 
the act sought to increase NHTSA’s legal authority, improve its regulatory 
programs and access to safety information, and increase its funding levels 
by $9.1 million. For example, the act requires manufacturers to report to 
NHTSA safety recalls o f their products (which would include OEM and 
aftermarket crash parts) in other countries, increases civil penalties, and 
establishes criminal penalties for persons who knowingly violate the act. 
The act also requires NHTSA to conduct a comprehensive review o f all 
standards, criteria, procedur es, and methods, including the data 
management and analysis systems it uses to open a defect or 
noncompliance investigation.

C o n c l u s i o n s  The validity o f concerns about the use o f aftermarket crash parts and
recycled air bags has been debated for many years. As a result, a number o f 
states have enacted legislation to ensure that vehicle owners are aware that 
aftermarket crash parts are being used in repairs. Existing studies on the 
safety o f aftermarket crash parts and recycled airbags show mixed results, 
are limited irr number and scope, and fail to resolve the debate. Although 
NHTSA has the authority to regulate aftermarket crash parts, the agency
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has not developed safety standards for them because it has not determined 
that any aftermarket crash parts contain safety-related defects. NHTSA has 
more limited authority to regulate the use o f recycled airbags. NHTSA 
could elect to develop safety standards fo r occupant restraint systems 
under the used vehicle provisions o f the Motor Vehicle Safety Act. These 
standards could apply to systems containing recycled airbags, but the 
standards would apply to the restraint system as a whole and not to its 
individual components. NHTSA has not developed such standards because 
it has not identified significant problems with occupant restraint systems 
that could be addressed by state motor vehicle inspection programs.
Absent a comprehensive study that resolves the issue o f safety, NHTSA is 
left to rely on its complaint system to identify possible safety-related 
defects in aftermarket crash parts and recycled airbag systems. However, 
NHTSA’s defect identification and recall system has limitations. The key 
database used to identify unsafe parts contains only a small fraction o f the 
complaints received by manufacturers. Apparently, many vehicle owners 
are either unaware o f NHTSA’s complaint program or choose not to 
participate in it. In addition, aftermarket crash parts may not be identified 
as such in the database because consumers who complain to NHTSA may 
not know they have aftermarket crash parts or their complaints may not 
indicate t hat aftermarket parts are involved. These limitations may hamper 
NHTSA’s ability to detect safety-related trends through broad key-word 
searches o f its complaint database and make it unlikely that NHTSA can 
identify all unsafe parts. In addition, the ability to recall unsafe aftermarket 
crash parts is limited because some parts are not stamped with the 
manufacturer’s name and there is no trail leading from the manufacturer to 
the ultimate user o f the part. Therefore, even if an aft ermarket part were 
found to contain a safety-related defect, the product might have to be 
recalled using a broad-based announcement similar to a consumer product 
safety recall.
The two studies on the safety o f recycled airbags that we identified 
concluded that they can be a potentially safe, economical alternative to 
new airbags as long as they are undamaged and properly handled and 
installed. However, the failure o f some flood-damaged air bags to deploy 
correctly also demonstrates the potential fo r serious safety consequences. 
Resolving the safety issues associated with using recycled airbags is 
important because it appears likely that their use will grow, especially i f  the 
Insurance Corporation o f British Columbia begins specifying their use in 
early 2001.
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The recently enacted Transportation Recall Enhancement, Accountability, 
and Documentation Act gives NIITSA an opportunity to improve its 
systems fo r detecting and recalling defective products. It provides NHTSA 
with the authority to require additional data from manufacturers and others 
that it can consider in determining the need to initiate an investigation. In 
addition, the act’s provisions requiring a comprehensive review o f all 
standards, criteria, procedures, and methods used to open a defect or 
noncompliance investigation give NHTSA an opportunity to improve its 
processes for identifying potentially unsafe parts.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  
E x e c u t i v e  A c t i o n

The Secretary o f Transportation should direct the Administrator o f the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, as part o f the legislatively 
required review, to consider taking the following actions:
• Identify additional sources o f information to include in the agency’s 

complaint database. This might include obtaining additional data from 
manufacturers and insurance companies.

• Heighten consumers’ awareness o f NHTSA’s complaint reporting system 
with the goal o f increasing consumers’ participation.

• Investigate the safety o f using recycled airbag systems, particularly 
those taken from flood-damaged vehicles, and determine if any action is 
appropriate concerning their use.

A g e n c y  C o m m e n t s  a n d  
O u r  E v a l u a t i o n

We provided copies o f a draft o f this report to the Department o f 
Transportation for its review and comment. We discussed the report with 
NHTSA officials, including the Associate Administrator for Safety 
Assurance, the acting Chief Counsel, and the Director o f the Office o f 
Defects Investigation. They emphasized that NHTSA has statutory 
authority to issue standards only if they would meet the need fo r motor 
vehicle safety and to seek recalls only i f  there is evidence that particular 
products made by a specific manufacturer contain a safety-related defect. 
They added that NHTSA has not taken action to regulate aftermarket crash 
parts because studies conducted to date and other data and analyses do not 
demonstrate that there are safety-related problems with the pails. They 
also maintained that NHTSA does not. have statutory authority to regulate 
recycled airbags. They indicated that their authority over used vehicles is 
limited to prescribing standards applicable to used motor vehicles fo r the 
purpose o f encouraging and strengthening state inspections o f those 
vehicles. As a result, NHTSA can issue performance-based standards for
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used \ ehicle inspections, but cannot differentiate between new or used 
individual parts or the history o f those parts. We revised this report to 
reflect NHTSA’s comments on its authority over recycled airbags. NHTSA 
also provided other technical clarifications and information, which we 
incorporated in the report as appropriate.

As arranged with your offices, unless you publicly announce its contents 
earlier, we plan no further distribution o f this report until 30 days after the 
date o f this letter. At that time, we will send copies o f this report to the 
Honorable Norman Y. Mineta, Secretary o f Tr ansportation and the 
Honorable Robert Shelton, Acting Administrator o f the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. We will also make copies available to others 
on request.
I f  you have any questions about the report, please contact me at (202) 512- 
2834. Key contributors to this report were Samer Abbas, Bert Japikse, 
David Lehrer, John Rose, and GlenTrochelman.

Sincerely yours,

Phyllis F. Scheinberg
Director, Physical Infrastructure Issues
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Appendix I

S c o p e  a n d  M e t h o d o l o g y

To determine whether any studies have been conducted on the safety of 
aftermarket crash parts and recycled airbags, we conducted a literature 
search using the Internet, periodicals, trade journals, and Lexis/Nexis. To 
identify additional studies, we interviewed federal, state, and industry 
experts. At the federal level, we interviewed officials from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration's (NHTSA) Office o f Defects 
Investigation, Office o f Regulatory Analysis and Evaluation, Office o f 
Vehicle Safety Compliance, and Office o f Vehicle Safety Research. At the 
state level, we interviewed officials from New York and Ohio. To gain an 
industry perspective, we interviewed representatives from organizations 
representing manufacturers and distributors o f aftermarket and original 
equipment manufacturers' parts, collision repair shops and collision repair 
specialists, consumer advocacy groups, insurance providers, and vehicle 
safety experts. (A complete listing o f the organizations we contacted 
appeal’s at the end o f this appendix.) In addition, we met with 
representatives o f eight collision repair shops located in Illinois and 
Massachusetts to obtain their views on the safety and quality o f 
aftermarket crash parts and recycled airbags. Illinois was selected because 
it was the site o f the State Farm case and Massachusetts because the 
Massachusetts Auto Damage Appraisers Licensing Board recently 
conducted two hearings to discuss the safety o f original, aftermarket, and 
recycled parts used in collision repair.
To determine the extent o f NHTSA's authority over aftermarket crash parts 
and recycled airbags, we reviewed applicable legislation, regulations, 
program guidance, and other documentation on NHTSA's vehicle safety 
process and procedures. We also interviewed officials in NHTSA's Office o f 
Defects Investigation, Office o f Regulatory Analysis and Evaluation, Office 
o f Vehicle Safety Compliance, Office o f Vehicle Safety Research, and Office 
o f General Counsel to gain an understanding o f NHTSA's rules, regulations, 
policies, and procedures.
To determine NHTSA's ability to identify and remove unsafe aftermarket 
crash parts and recycled airbags from the nat ion's roadways, we reviewed 
NHTSA's policies and procedures fo r identifying safety-related defects. We 
reviewed consumer complaints on aftermarket crash parts contained in 
NHTSA's complaint database and reviewed t he data and reports on the 
complaints. We also gathered information on the actions NHTSA has taken 
with respect to the safety o f aftermarket crash parts. To identify potential 
ways to improve the effectiveness o f NHTSA's safety program, we 
interviewed NHTSA officials, industry associations, and consumer 
advocacy groups.
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A ppend ix  I
Scope nnd M ethodology

We did not analyze the accuracy or quality o f the over 400,000 complaints 
contained in NHTSA's database because such an analysis was beyond the 
scope o f our review. We performed our review from June 2000 through 
January 2001 in accordance with generally accepted government auditing 
standards.

O r g a n i z a t i o n s  
I n t e r v i e w e d  b y  G A O

Aeromotive Automotive Electrical Engineeiing Field Services 
Airbag Testing Technology, Inc.
Alliance o f American Insurers 
Alliance o f Automotive Manufacturers 
American Insurance Association 
Auto Body Parts Association 
Automotive Aftermarket Industry Association 
Automotive Occupant Restraints Council 
Automotive Engine Rebuilders Association 
Automotive Paris Rebuilders Association 
Automotive Recyclers Association 
Automotive Service Association 
California Autobody Association 
Center fo r Auto Safety 
Certified Automotive Parts Association 
Coalition for Auto Repair Equality 
Consumer's Union (Consumer Reports)
DaimlerChrysler Corporation 
Detroit Testing Laboratories 
Eagle Automotive, Inc.
Entela Laboratories
Ford Motor Company
General Motors Corporation
Insurance Corporation o f British Columbia
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
Keystone Automotive Industries, Inc.
Massachusetts Auto Body Association 
Massachusetts Auto Damage Appraisers Licensing Board 
Mitsubishi Motors America, Inc.
National Association o f Independent Insurers 
National Association o f Mutual Insurance Companies 
Nationwide Insurance companies 
New York State Department o f Motor Vehicles 
Nissan North America, Inc.
North Star Automotive Group
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A p p e n d i x  I
S c o p e  a n d  M e t h o d o l o g y

Ohio Board o f Motor Vehicle Collision Repair Registration 
Specialty Equipment Manufacturers Association 
Society o f Collision Repair Specialists 
Taiwan Auto Body Pails Association 
Tech-Cor, Inc.
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.
USAA Property and Casualty Insurance 
Volkswagen o f America, Inc.
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Appendix II________________________________________________________________________________

S t a t e  L e g i s l a t i o n  G o v e r n i n g  A f t e r m a r k e t  

C r a s h  P a r t s  a n d  R e c y c l e d  A i r b a g s

Forty states have enacted some form o f legislation governing the use o f 
aftermarket crash parts in vehicle repairs, according to data supplied by 
National Association o f Independent Insurers. According to the 
association’s data, o f the 40 states with existing legislation, 90 percent (36 
states) require that repair estimates identify each aftermarket crash part 
used in the repair, and about 83 percent (33 states) require that the repair 
estimate disclose that aftermarket crash parts are being used in the repair. 
A manufacturer’s warranty is required by 68 percent (27 states), and about 
58 percent (23 states) require a manufacturer’s identification on any 
aftermarket crash parts used. The provisions that the states have enacted 
vary but can be grouped in nine categories. Figure 1 summarizes the states’ 
aftermarket crash parts legislative provisions.
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Appendix I I
S ta te  L eg isla tion  G overning A fte rm a rk e t 
C rash  P a r ts  and  R ecycled A irbags
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A ppendix  II
S ta te  L eg isla tion  G overning A fte rm a rk e t 
C rash  P a r ts  and  Recycled A irbngs

“Somo states require that writton repair estimatos contain a disclosure s'et^ment notifying consumers 
that aftermarket crash parts will be used in the repair.
bSome states specify that aftermarket crash parts can only be used after the consumer has signod a 
written consent for their use.
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A ppendix  II
S ta te  L eg isla tio n  G overning A fte rm a rk e t 
C rash  P a r ts  and  Recycled A irbags

‘ Some statos require that written repair estimates conlain a detailed listing of any aftermarket crash 
parts that will be used in the repair.
“Some states require that any aftermarket crash parts used must be comparable in kind and quality to 
original equipment parts.
•Some states require that the manufacturers o f aftermarket crash parts provide a written warranty 
covering each part used in the repair.
'Some states require that consumers bo notified when the use of an aftermarket crash part will change 
Iho terms o f their vehicle warranty.
’ Some states require that insurance companies give consumers the option of using eithor aftermarket 
or original equipment crash parts in the repair.
hSome states require that all alterman it crash parts used in a repair indicate the manufacturer of 
those parts.
'Some states have no aftermarket crash >arts legislation.
Source: National Association of Indepem ent Insurers.

According to an Automotive C tcupant Restraints Council official, only 
New York had laws governing the sale and installation o f recycled airbags. 
New York requires that each recycled airbag be certified according to 
standards established by an approved, nationally recognized testing, 
engineering, and research body.1 On May 2, 2000, the New York Supreme 
Court for Albany County granted a preliminary injunction concerning the 
requirement that all recycled airbags be certified before installation. The 
judge determined that, since there was no existing way to certify recycled 
airbags, it was impossible to abide by the law. The New York State 
Department o f MotorVehicles has since begun reviewing one company’s 
recycled airbag certification procedures to determine whether the 
procedures address the concerns o f the court.

(318215)

‘New York Consolidated Laws, chapter 71, section 415-c.
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Ordering Information

T o  R e p o r t  F r a u d ,  
W a s t e ,  o r  A b u s e  i n  
F e d e r a l  P r o g r a m s

T h e  f i r s t  c o p y  o f  e a ch  G A O  r e p o r t  is  f r e e .  A d d i t io n a l  c o p ie s  o f  
r e p o r ts  a re  $2  e a ch . A  c h e c k  o r  m o n e y  o r d e r  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  o u t  t o  
th e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  D o c u m e n ts . V IS A  a n d  M a s te rC a rd  c r e d it  
c a rd s  a re  a c c e p te d , a ls o .

O rd e rs  f o r  100  o r  m o re  c o p ie s  t o  b e  m a ile d  t o  a s in g le  a d d re s s  a re  
d is c o u n te d  25  p e rc e n t .

O rd e rs  b y  m a il :
U .S . G e n e ra l A c c o u n t in g  O ff ic e  
P.O. B o x  3 7 0 5 0  
W a s h in g to n , D C  2 0 0 1 3

O rd e rs  b y  v is i t in g :
R o o m  1100
700  4 th  S t.  N W  ( c o r n e r  o f  4 th  a n d  G  S ts . N W )
U .S . G e n e ra l A c c o u n t in g  O f f ic e  
W a s h in g to n , D C

O rd e rs  b y  p h o n e :
( 2 0 2 )  5 1 2 -6 0 0 0  
fa x :  ( 2 0 2 )  5 1 2 -6 0 6 1  
T D D  ( 2 0 2 )  5 1 2 -2 5 3 7

E a c h  day, G A O  is s u e s  a  l i s t  o f  n e w ly  a v a ila b le  r e p o r ts  a n d  
te s t im o n y .  T o  re c e iv e  fa c s im i le  c o p ie s  o f  th e  d a i ly  l i s t  o r  a n y  l i s t  
f r o m  th e  p a s t  3 0  d a y s , p le a s e  c a l l  ( 2 0 2 )  5 1 2 -6 0 0 0  u s in g  a  to u c h to n e  
p h o n e . A  re c o rd e d  m e n u  w i l l  p ro v id e  in f o r m a t io n  o n  h o w  t o  o b ta in  
th e s e  l is ts .

O rd e rs  b y  I n t e r n e t :
F o r  in f o r m a t io n  o n  h o w  to  access  G A O  r e p o r ts  o n  th e  In te r n e t ,  
s e n d  a n  e -m a il m essage  w i t h  “ in f o ”  in  th e  b o d y  to :

in fo @ w w w .g a o .g o v

o r  v i s i t  G A O ’s W o r ld  W id e  W e b  h o m e  p a g e  a t:  

h t tp : / /w w w .g a o .g o v

C o n ta c t  o n e :

•  W eb  s ite :  h t tp : / /w w w .g a o .g o v / f r a u d n e t / f r a u d n e t .h tm
•  e -m a il:  fra u d n e t@ g a o .g o v
• 1 -8 0 0 -4 2 4 -5 4 5 4  ( a u to m a te d  a n s w e r in g  s y s te m )
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The TRANSPORTATION Committee considered: HB 124

HOUSE B IL L  NO. 124 COM MERCIAL M OTOR VEH ICLE DRIVERS/EM PLOYER
"An Act relating to commercial motor vehicle drivers and their employers and to railroad-highway grade 
crossings; and providing fo r an effective date."
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Alaska State Legislature
Representative Jim Holm  

District 9

Session In terim
Capitol Building, Room 110 119 N. Cushman St.
Juneau, AK 99801 Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: (907) 465-3466 I  j Phone: (907) 456-7423
Fax: (907) 465-2937 Fax: (907) 451-9293

H B 1 2 4  

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

“ An Act relating to commercial motor vehicle drivers and their employers and to railroad­
highway grade crossings; and providing fo r an effective date.”

Although federal law and commercial driver training already state that certain commercial 
vehicles must approach with flashers and stop at a ll rail crossings, Alaska law currently does not 
require this. State law must be brought into compliance with Federal requirements in order to 
avoid the loss o f  between $20 ,000 ,000 and $40,000,000 in federal highway monies. HB124 will 
conform Alaska law to federal requirements.

The bill would prohibit an employer o f a commercial vehicle driver from knowingly 
allowing, authorizing, or encouraging the driver to violate any federal, state, o r municipal code or 
regulation relating to railroad-highway crossings. It also would require the court to disqualify a 
commercial motor vehicle driver fo r certain periods o f time upon conviction o f a federal, state or 
municipal code or regulation relating to railroad-highway crossings.

The administration has expressed support fo r this bill and the federal deadline for 
compliance has already passed; therefore, I  urge prompt consideration o f this b ill in order that we 
do not lose federal Highway funds.



BILL ANALYSIS

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

DEPARTMENT
Administration

DIVISION
Motor Vehicles

BILL NUMBER
LL 773-03-0008

SPONSOR

SHORT TITLE OF BILL
An act relating to commercial motor vehicle drivers and their employers and *o railroad-highway grade crossings..
DEPARTMENT POSITION
Support
prepared by DATE COMMISSIONER S SIGNATURE DATE
Charles R. Hosack 2-3-03

SUM!VIARYOTHER AGENCIES AFFECTED BY BILL
Dept o f Transportation, Dept o f Public Safety

CONSTITUENT GROUPIS) AFFECTED BY BILL
Commercial Vehicle Drivers and EmployersORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL

None Known
ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BHX
None Known

FISCAL IMPACT! B NONE □ FISCAL NOTE ATTACHEDBACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE INTENT
The ICC Termination Act o f 1995 (Public Law 104-88) contained a provision that required the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) to adopt regulations requiring states to disqualify drivers o f commercial vehicles that violate federal, 
state, or local laws or regulations pertaining to a railroad-highway grade crossing. The act also prohibited employers from 
allowing drivers to violate these provisions. In 1999 FHWA passed regulations requiring states to take action on these 
violations as part o f the Commercial Driver License (CDL) program. States had until October 2002 to comply with this 
requirement. This bill satisfies that requirement.

ANALYSIS OF DILL/PROGRAM EFFECTS
The number o f railroad-highway grade crossing violations in Alaska is very low and it is not anticipated that this provision 

will have any substantial effect on drivers, employers, or state agencies.

Drivers o f commercial vehicles convicted under this new provision will be disqualified from operating a commercial vehicle 
for 60 days on the first offense, 120 for a second offense within 3 years, and one year for a third offense within 3 years.

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR ANALYSIS
Billanal.doc
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SEC. 403. VIOLATION OF GRADE-CROSSING LAWS AND 
REGULATIONS.

n (a) F E D E R A L  R E G U L A T IO N S .— Section 31310 o f title 49,
United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end thereof the 
following:

^  ‘ ‘(h) G R A D E -C R O S S IN G  V IO L A T IO N S .—
^  “ (1) S A N C T IO N S .— The Secretary shall issue regulations

establishing sanctions and penalties relating to violations, by 
persons operating commercial motor vehicles, o f laws and 
regulations
pertaining to railroad-highway grade crossings.
“ (2) M IN IM U M  R E Q U IR E M E N T S .— The regulations issued 
under paragraph (1 ) shall, at a m inimum, require that—
“ (A ) the penalty for a single violation is not less than 
a 60-day disqualification o f the driver’s commercial driver’s 
license; and
“ (B ) any em ployer that knowingly allows, permits, 
authorizes, or requires an employee to operate a commercial 
motor vehicle in violation o f such a law  or regulation shall 
be subject to a c iv il penalty o f  not more than $10 ,000 .” .
(b) D E A D L IN E .— The initial regulations required under section 
31310(h) o f title 49, United States Code, shall be issued not later 
than 1 year after the date o f the enactment o f this Act.
(c) S T A T E  R E G U L A T IO N S .— Section 31311(a) o f title 49,
United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end thereof the 
following:
“ (18) The State shall adopt and enforce regulations prescribed 
by the Secretary under section 31310(h) o f this title .” .
49 USC 31310  
note.

A C T U A L  f f c b f c M t-  U & t f & M & J T

h f t tM  T C C



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

In te r im :
119 North Cushman, Rin, 205 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
(907) 456-7423 
Fax: (907) 451-9293

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  J im  H o l m

D is t r ic t  9

Session:
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

(907) 465-3466 
Fax: (907) 465-2937

DATE: February 24,2003

TO: Representative Jim Holm, Chair
House Transportation Committee

FROM: Representative Jim Holm

RE: HB 124

Please schedule HB 124, COMMERCIAL VEHICLE, RAILROAD-HIGHWAY GRADE 
CROSSINGS, for hearing in the House Transportation Committee at your earliest
convenience.

Back-up information is attached.

Thank you very much for your help with this bill.

Todd Larkin,
Staff for Representative Jim Holm

Toll Free: 1-866-465-3466 
Represent;: tivc_Jini_Holm@lcgis.statc.uk. us 

Official Business

mailto:tivc_Jini_Holm@lcgis.statc.uk


FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Tim e (Note if correction):______________
Title An Act relating to commercial motor vehicle

drivers and their employers______________

Fiscal N ote Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
BRU

HB124

DOT&PF
Measurement Standards & CVE

Component Measurement Standards & CVE
Sponsor
Requester

Holm
HTRA

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u es
Note: Amounts do not include intlation unless otherwise noted below.

Component No. 

(T housands of Dollars)

2332

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0

Oood

0.0 0.0 0.0

|CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if fundinq fo r th is bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budqet proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
If this legislation d o es  not p a ss , the  s ta te  of A laska will receive sanctions by the Federal Highway 
Administration for not complying with Federal Motor Carrier Safety laws. The sanction will withhold 5% of 
th e  sta te ’s  annual federal surface transportation funding, approxim ately $17.5 million/year. This will result 
in a  corresponding $17.5 million reduction of the  s ta te 's  highway construction capital budget.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

(Revised 3Q002 OM8)

Dennis R. Poshard Phone 465-3900
Special Assistant to Commissioner
Commissioner Mike Barton

Date/Time 3/5/03 10:26 AM 

Da
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Fscilities

Page  1 o f  1__



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSIOK

Revision D ate/Time (Note if correction):______________
Title An Act relating to commercial motor vehicle

_____________ drivers and their employers______________
Sponsor
Requester

Holm
HTRA

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u es

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:
Dept. Affected: 

'BRU

HB124

DOT&PF
Measurement Standards & CVE

Component Measurement Standards & CVE

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Component No. 

(T housands of Dollars)

2332

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES *** |
-  “  I

*** *** *** *ft* |

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE____________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Tvpe-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal: I I

POSITIONS

Prepared by: Dennis R. Poshard______________________________________  Phone 465-3900
Division Special Assistant to Commissioner ;  Date/Time 3/4/03 11:30 AM
Approved by: Commissioner Mike Barton____________________________________ Date 3/4/2003________
Agency Alaska Department o f Transportation and Public Facilities_______

(Revised 0/2002 OMB) Page 1 o f 1



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):__________
Title An act relating to commercial motor

vehicle drivers.

Dept. Affected:
> R U  _______
" Component_______

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

HB 124

Administration
Motor Vehicles

Sponsor
Requester

Rep Holm
(H) TRA Component No. 2348

Expenditures/R evenues (T housands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 | FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I I I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) II (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 O'.O 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding fo r th is bill Is included in the Governor’s FY 2004 budget proposal: | _  I

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: tAttach a separate pac/e if necessary)

The ICC Termination Act of 1995 (Public Law 104-88) contained a  provision that required the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) to adopt regulations requiring s ta te s  to disqualify drivers of commercial 
vehicles that violate federal, s ta te , or local laws or regulations pertaining to a railroad-highway grade 
crossing. The act also  prohibited em ployers from allowing drivers to violate th ese  provisions.

The num ber of railroad-highway grade crossing violations in Alaska is very low and  it is not anticipated 
that this provision will have any substantial effect on drivers, employers, or s ta te  agencies.

Prepared by: Charles R. Hosack
Division Motor Vehicles

Approved by:
Agency

Phone 269-5559

Mike Miller, Commissioner

Date/Time 2/28/03 

Date
Department o f Administration

(Revised 9/2001 OMB) P age  1 o f_ 1 ___



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): N/A______________ Dept. Affected:_________ Public Safety
Title An act relating to commercial motor____________ BRIJ AST Detachment________
_____________ vehicle drivers and their employers_____________Component AST Detachment________
Sponsor Representative Holm________________________  ______________________
Requester House Transportation________________________Component No. 2325

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u es________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)____________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number: _____________
20 0 3  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version: HB 124

() Publish Date: _____________

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE____________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) If funding fo r th is bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal: [

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paqe ifnecessaiy)
No fiscal impact.

Prepaied by: Lieutenant Matthew Leveque_____________________________  Phone 907 269-0390
Division Alaska State Troopers_____________________________________Date/Time 3/3/03 3:09 PM

Approved by: William Tandeske, Commissioner_____________________________  Date 3/3/2003______
Agency Department o f Public Safety___________________________________

(Revisod 9/2002 OMB) Page 1 o f 1
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State of Alaska Public Notice Page 1 of 1

Online Public Notice
Stole of Alasko Online

S ubm itted  by D ale M odified Ak Admin Jou rn a l
00/05/2002 01:22:40 |not primed)
PM

A ttachm ents
No files attached

Public (W eb edit)
Lima
Larson/OOC/DOTPF 
on 00/05/2002 at 09:36 
AM

Notice Of Memorial Signs Along The Highway
C a te g o ry :  P u b l ic  N o t ic e s D e p a r tm e n t :  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  

&  P u b l ic  F a c i l i t ie s  
L o c a t io n :  A n c h o ra g e  

R e g io n : C e n t r a l

Publish Date: 09/05/2002

B o d y  o f  N o t ic e :
T h e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  T ra n s p o rta tio n  and P u b lic  F a c ilit ie s  (D O T & P F )  has re c e n tly  adop ted  n ew  
re g u la tio n s  and  c rea ted  th e  M e m o r ia l S ig n  P rogram . T h e  purpose  o f  the p ro g ra m  is  to  h e lp  increase  the  
p u b lic 's  aw areness o f  the  need to  d r iv e  sa fe ly  and co m b a t d ru n k  d r iv in g .

In d iv id u a ls  m a y  sp o n so r a M e m o r ia l S ig n  fo r  fr ie n d s  o r  lo v e d  ones w h o  w ere  fa ta lly  in ju re d  in  h ig h w a y  
a cc id en ts  b y  s u b m it t in g  an a p p lic a tio n  to  D O T & P F .

F o r  m o re  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t the  M e m o r ia l S ig n  P rog ram , o r  to  request an a p p lic a tio n , p lease  c o n ta c t the 
C e n tra l R e g io n  R ig h t o f  W a y  o f f ic e  at 2 69 -0 7 0 0  o r  to l l  free  a t 1 -8 00 -7 70 -52 63 .

In fo rm a t io n  is  a lso  a v a ila b le  on  D O T & P F 's  w ebs ite  at: w w w .d o t.s ta te .a k .u s

A l l  e x is t in g , n o n -re g u la tio n  m e m o ria ls  m us t be rem ove d  fro m  S tate  roa dw a ys .

B e g in n in g  S e p te m b e r 16, 200 2 , D O T & P F  w i l l  b eg in  re m o v a l o f  n o n -re g u la tio n  m e m o r ia ls  and  h o ld  
them  fo r  3 0  days.

Reyisjojn History:
00/05/2002 09:36:59 AM by Lana l.urson/OOC/DOTPl7Slaic/Alaska/US 
09/05/2002 01:22:49 PM by Lana Liirhon/OOCVDOTPP/Sl.ile/Alaskii/U.S

Home Page Notices by: BepfltLmspl I G&tegary I R iM e h D flts

h t t p : / / n O le s 3 .S t a t e . a k .U s / n n /n n h n n t i r  nefln'XAnCA~n(\ccA\-r\-

http://www.dot.state.ak.us
http://nOles3.State.ak.Us/nn/nnhnntir
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T o: T ranspo rta tion  C om m ittee  &  L eg is la to r W h itk e r
F a x # : 907-465-2937

From : R achelle  D o w d y  rache lledow dv@ hotm a iI.com  
Sandy G ille sp ie  sandy G illespie@ eed.state.ak.us

Re: HB127
D ate: 3 /6/03  

3 pages in c lu d in g  co ve r

mailto:rachelledowdv@hotmaiI.com
mailto:Gillespie@eed.state.ak.us
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Rachelle  D o w d y  521 A  W est 20 th A v e  Anchorage, A K  99503 907-644-9976 

I  support H B  127.
Standard roadside signs =  statistics. T h is  is  fin e , b u t A la ska  has the w o rs t d ru n k -d r iv in g  
record in  the na tion . W e  have to  rem ind  d rivers  tha t i t  is  personal, i t  happened here, to  
th is  person, to  th is  fa m ily , to  th is  co m m un ity . T o  someone w ho  was love d , n o t ju s t  a 
s ta tistic.
H eather’ s fr ien ds  stopped to  add flo w e rs  to  her m a rke r one day, and a m o to r is t stopped. 
She said she had a h is to ry  o f  d r in k in g  and d riv in g . She th ou gh t “ i t  w i l l  never happen to 
m e” — b u t th is  m arke r en ligh tened  her and caused her to  change her hab its . I t  go t 
personal. M o v e d  b eyond  statistics.
W o u ld  a standard, state s ign  have th is  e ffect?
I  don ’ t th in k  so.
I  encourage every com m ittee  m em ber to  re v ie w  the slides subm itted  b y  S hery l M aree  
R e ily  and to  take th is  issue to  heart. I  a lso suggest yo u  goog le  “ roadside m e m o ria l”  and 
lo o k  at som e o f  these sites. T h is  fo rm  o f  hum an expression takes p lace n o t o n ly  in  
A laska , b u t n a tio n a lly  and in te rna tion a lly .
Does A la ska  w an t to  be k n o w n  fo r  a la ck  o f  hum an in terest?  Such hum an in te res t 
replaced w ith  m ere sta tis tics?  I  have liv e d  in  A K  m y  e n tire  l i fe .  W e  th riv e  on 
in d iv id u a lity  up  here, o u r freedom  to  express ourselves, both  in d iv id u a lly  and as 
com m unities.
D o  we re a lly  w an t to  sum m arize  o u r personal loss &  o u r sham efu l na tiona l record  in  
iden tica l b lu e  &  w h ite  statistics?
I  don ’ t.
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Sandy G ille sp ie . 521A  W est 20 th A v e  Anchorage, A K  99503 907 -644 -9976  

I  support H B  127.
Roadside m em oria ls  arc v is ib le  on m any o f  A la ska ’ s h ighw ays and roads. These m arkers 
p la y  a s ig n ific a n t ro le  in  recogn iz ing  and acknow ledg ing  the h um an ity  a ll o f  us share. 
W hen s t i l l  a Fairbanks resident, I  heard about a fa m ily  o f  f iv e  k il le d  b y  a d ru n k  d r iv e r  on  
the G len H w y  ju s t  outs ide Anchorage. Each tim e  I  d rive  in to  A nchorage, I  see th e ir  
m em oria l and th in k  o f  that fa m ily . I  never m et them ; I  d o n 't  rem em ber th e ir  names— but 
I  w ish  them  w e ll,  I  acknow ledge th e ir  lives  and deaths, I  th in k  o f  the people  le f t  beh ind  
w ho  love  them.
I  th in k  o f  o the r sp ec ific  sites: tw o  a long the R ichardson n e a rE ils o n  a irfo rce  base; tw o  on 
Chena H o t Springs Road near Fairbanks; tw o  on M inneso ta  St. in  A nchorage; one on 
N orthern  L ig h ts  D r. near the Anchorage a irpo rt. T he  last one names "b ro th e r”  and 
“ daddy”  as the person o r  persons k il le d  there.
In  passing these sites ( to  name ju s t a fe w ), I  have n o t been d istracted fro m  d r iv in g . I  see 
the m arkers as I  see the landscape— b u t the im age trave ls w ith  m e, makes m e m ore  
hum an. M y  .7 -ye a r-o ld  s is tc r-in -law  was k il le d  b y  a d ru n k  d r iv e r  in  Fairbanks. T he  
fa m ily  p u t up  a m em oria l on the O ld  Stccse H w y  fo r  H eather D o w d y . People d r iv in g  b y  
reg u la rly  have stopped at a nearby tu rn o u t and to ld  us how  the s ite  has im pacted  them . A  
grandm other to ld  us how  her ve ry  young  grandson ;tsked about H eather. G randm a 
exp la ined  w ha t had happened, and the c h ild  refers to  Heather b y  name. A n o th e r person 
to ld  us tha t she used to  d rive  a fte r d rin k in g : she no longe r does, because th is  m em oria l 
made rea l to  her w ha t the consequences can be.
In  O regon las t year, I  saw the o ff ic ia l road signs tha t m arked t ra f f ic  deaths, in c lu d in g  
d runk  d r iv in g  deaths. I  l ik e  those signs also— I  th in k  we have a r ig h t to  kn o w , shou ld  
kn ow  every  spot w here a d runk  d r iv e r has k ille d  o r  in ju re d  someone. I  th in k  w e  shou ld  
have signs tha t say h ow  m any people have been k il le d  on va rious sections o f  h w y  b y  
d ru nk  d rive rs— ju s t l ik e  we have a sign on the G len  saying  h ow  m any m oose have been 
k il le d  there— good: b u t no t as im portan t as people. The o ff ic ia l s ip s  are about sta tistics 
and docum entation  and a condem nation o f  a system  that does n o t adequately deal w ith  
d ru nk  d rive rs  in  o u r state. I  w an t those signs also.
B u t they  do  no t replace the m em oria ls— the s ip s  tha t make us aware o f  and ab le  to  care 
about the people we have never m et and w ho  have d ied on the roads ,.c  d riv e  every  day.



Alaska State Legislature

Representative Jim W hitaker 
House o f Representatives 

District 10

Session
Capitol Building, Room SOI 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Phone: (907 )465 -3004  
Fax: (907 ) 465-2070

In terim
119 N. Cushman St. Suite 213 

Fairbanks, AK  99701 
Phone: (907 ) 452-1088 

Fax: (907 ) 452-1146

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

HB 127 -  Roadside Memorials

W h e n  a person  d ies  on  an A la s k a  road , fa m ily  and fr ie n d s  o fte n  express th e ir  g r ie f  b y  p la c in g  

ite m s  nea r w h e re  the  tra g e d y  o ccu rre d , in  a k in d  o f  m e m o r ia l to  th e ir  lo v e d  one . S o m e tim es , 

even  s trange rs  are m o v e d  to  add to  the  m e m o r ia l w hen  p a r t ic u la r ly  to u ch e d  b y  the  loss.

T hese  m e m o r ia ls  se rve  tw o  purposes. O ne , to  a llo w  the g r ie v in g  to  express th e ir  s o rro w , and 

tw o , to  re m in d  those  w h o  tra v e l, o f  the  in h e re n t dangers in  d r iv in g  A la s k a ’ s roads, p a r t ic u la r ly  

w h e n  excess ive  speed o r  a lc o h o l c o n tr ib u te d  to  the  cause o f  the  acc id en t. M a n y  A la ska n s  
in s t in c t iv e ly  c h e c k  th e ir  speed and take  e x tra  care in  d r iv in g  w he n  pass ing  one  o f  these pe rsona l 

m e m o ria ls .

R e c e n tly , the  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  D e p a rtm e n t o f  T ra n s p o rta tio n  in fo rm e d  the  c rea to rs  o f  such 
m e m o r ia ls  th a t these encroa chm en ts  to  the  r ig h t o f  w a y  w o u ld  no  lo n g e r be to le ra te d . T h e y  

w a rn e d  th a t the  d e p a rtm e n t w o u ld  re m o v e  them  i f  they w ere  n o t taken  d o w n  b y  a  date  ce rta in . 

T h is  a c tio n  is  in  response to  a  p e rce ive d  th re a t to  fede ra l h ig h w a y  fu n d in g  i f  the  s ta te  a llo w e d  the 

m e m o r ia ls , as w e ll as an in te rp re ta tio n  o f  the  state la w  th a t bans b illb o a rd s .

T h e  l ib e r ty  to  express  o u r  g r ie f ,  the  des ire  to  m e m o ria liz e  a fa lle n  o f f ic e r ,  the  w is h  to  re co g n ize  a 

tra g e d y  a m o n g  o u r  c o m m u n ity , is  a v e ry  persona l fre e d o m  th a t m u s t n o t be u n n e ce ssa rily  

in f r in g e d  by g o v e rn m e n t.

H B  127 sets o u t to  c la r i fy  th a t, w h ile  the  sta te  does n o t a tte m p t to  d isco u ra ge  the  p la c in g  o f  such 
m e m o ria ls , th e y  w i l l  be rea son ab ly  re g u la te d  so as n o t to  a llo w  unsa fe  d is tra c tio n s  and  hazards in  
A la s k a ’ s r ig h t  o f  w ays.



Advertising in the Right-of-V\lay: Trends, Issues, and S m /  Implications
August 2002

The Highway Beautification Act was introduced in the 1960s to govern advertising out­
side the right-of-way o f Interstates, primary Federal-aid highways, and the National 
Highway System. When it passed the Act, Congress found that advertising “ should be 
controlled in order to protect the public investment in such highways, to promote the 
safety and recreational value o f public travel, and to preserve natural beauty”  (23 USC 
§131(a)). Congress has not repealed or changed this declaration in 37 years.
The FHWA bases its interpretation o f advertising within the right-of-way in part on the 
Highway Beautification Act. The Act specifically regulates signing outside o f the right-of- 
way, excluding on-premise signs. It does not address advertising within the right-of-way. 
The FHWA attributes this omission to the fact that right-of-way advertising did not exist 
in the 1960s and Congress did not foresee it becoming an issue in the future.
Beginning in 1968, states faced a 10 percent cut in Federal-aid highway funds if they did 
not make “provision for effective control o f the erection and maintenance... o f outdoor 
advertising signs, displays, and devices which are within 660 feet o f the nearest edge of 
tire right-of-way and visible from the main traveled way....”  Beginning in 1975, the pro­
hibition against outdoor advertising was extended beyond 660 feet for signs, displays, and 
devices located outside urban areas. Today, the FHWA has agreements in place with each 
state regarding the size, lighting, and spacing o f advertising signs in commercial and 
industrial zones along highways.
Over three decades later, support for the Highway Beautification Act remains strong. 
Travelers have long voiced their opinion through surveys on the high value placed on tine 
visual experience while driving, and are generally wary of “ ad creep”  on the nation’s 
highways. For example, recent statewide polls conducted in Missouri revealed that 60 
percent o f registered and likely voters favor a state law to prohibit new billboards. Sixty- 
nine percent prefer official state highway signs over commercial billboards; 81 percent 
agree that billboa ds should be restricted by size, location, and number; and 62 percent 
support a state law that would stop construction o f new billboards or remove all 
billboards.2
Generally speaking, the public’ s tolerance for roadside advertising -  both inside and out­
side the right-of-way, depends on four factors: 1) sign frequency and spacing, 2) sign 
location relative to the roadway, 3) sign size and height, and 4) sign location relative to 
cultural, scenic, and historic features beyond the right-of-way, such as scenic vistas and 
historic areas.

23 USC §131 (The Highzvay Beautification Act)

2 Scenic M issouri, "Sum m ary of Polling Data on  Registered Voter A ttitudes A bout B illboards in 
M issouri,” O ctober 2001. The polls cited w ere conducted  in  January  1997 an d  M ay 2000.
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(a ) T h e  p e o p le  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  f in d  th a t the  p re s e n c e  o f  b i l lb o a r d s  v is ib le  f ro m  

A la s k a 's  h ig h w a y s  e nd an ge r A la ska 's  un iqueness and its

sce n ic  b ea u ty .

(b )  I t  is  the  in te n t o f  the  peop le  o f  the S tate  o f  A la s k a  th a t A la s k a  s h a l l  fo re v e r  

r e m a in  f r e e  o f  b i l lb o a r d s .

Sec. 1 9 .2 5 .08 0 . Purpose.

T h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  A S  1 9 .2 5 .0 8 0  -1 9 .2 5 .1 8 0  a re

(1 ) to  p r o te c t  th e  p u b l ic  s a fe ty  a n d  th e  w e lfa re  o f  persons u s in g  the  h ig h w a y s  o f  the 

sta te  b y  h a v in g  o u td o o r  a d v e r t is in g  s ig n s , d is p la y s , a n d

d e v ic e s  a lo n g  th e  h ig h w a y s  c o n t r o l le d ;

(2 )  to  p re v e n t  u n re a s o n a b le  d is t r a c t io n  o f  o pe ra to rs  o f  m o to r  v e h ic le s ; to  p re ve n t 

c o n fu s io n  w ith  rega rd  to  t r a f f ic  lig h ts , s igns , o r  s ign a ls  o r  o th e r in te rfe re n c e  w ith  the  

e ffe c tiv e n e s s  o f  t r a f f ic  re g u la tio n s , and to  p ro m o te  the sa fe ty , co n v e n ie n c e , and 
e n jo y m e n t o f  tra v e l o n , and p ro te c tio n  o f  the p u b 'ic  in v e s tm e n t in , h ig h w a y s  in  th is  s ta te ; 

to  p re se rve  and enhance  the  n a tu ra l scen ic  bea u ty  o r  aes the tic  fea tu res  o f  th e  h ig h w a y s  

and a d ja c e n t areas; and  to  a ttra c t to u r is ts ;

(3 )  to  re g u la te  o u td o o r  a d v e r t is in g  s ig n s , d is p la y s , a n d  d e v ic e s  in  areas a d ja ce n t to  

the  r ig h ts -o f-w a y  o f  the  in te rs ta te , p r im a ry , and se con da ry  system s w ith in  th is  sta te  in  

a cco rda nce  w ith  th is  c h a p te r and the  re g u la tio n s  adop ted  u n d e r th is  ch a p te r;

(4 ) to  p ro v id e  th a t o u td o o r  a d v e rtis in g  s igns, d is p la y s , and d e v ice s  th a t are n o t in  

c o n fo rm ity  w ith  the re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th is  ch ap te r are a p u b lic  nu isan ce ;

(5 ) to  p ro v id e  a s ta tu to ry  basis fo r  re g u la tio n  o f  o u td o o r a d v e rt is in g  s ign s , d is p la y s , 

a nd  d e v ice s  c o n s is te n t w ith  the  p u b lic  p o lic y  d ec la re d  b y  the  C ongress  a  k it in g  to  areas 

w ith in  and  a d ja ce n t to  the  r ig h t-o f-w a y  o f  a h ig h w a y  o f  the  in te rs ta te , p r im a ry ,  o r  

se co n d a ry  system s.

Sec. 1 9 .25 .090 . O u td o o r  a d v e rtis in g  p ro h ib ite d .

E x c e p t as p ro v id e d  in  A S  19.25.105 , a ll o u td o o r a d v e rtis in g  is p ro h ib ite d .

Sec. 19 .25 .100 . R u ra l s igns . [R epea led , Sec. 14 ch 155 S L A  1970].

R epea led  o r  R en um b ered  

Sec. 1 9 .2 5 .15 0 . U n la w fu l a d v e rtis in g .

Sec. 19.25.075. Findings and intent of the people of the State of Alaska.



A n  a d v e rt is in g  s ig n , d is p la y , o r  d e v ic e  th a t v io la te s  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  A S  1 9 .2 5 .08 0  - 

19 .2 5 .18 0  is  a p u b lic  nu isance . T h e  d e p a rtm e n t s h a ll g iv e  30
days ' n o tic e , b y  c e r t if ie d  m a il,  to  the  o w n e r o f  the  la n d  on  w h ic h  the  a d v e rt is in g  s ign , 

d is p la y , o r  d e v ic e  is  lo ca te d , o rd e r in g  its  re m o v a l i f  i t  is  p ro h ib ite d  
b y  A S  1 9 .2 5 .0 8 0  -  19 .2 5 .18 0  o r  o rd e r in g  the o w n e r  to  cause i t  to  c o n fo rm  to  re g u la tio n s  

i f  i t  is  a u th o r iz e d  b y  A S  19 .25 .080  - 19 .25 .180 . I f  the  o w n e r  o f  the  p ro p e rty  fa ils  to  

c o m p ly  w i th in  3 0  days  as re q u ire d  in  the  n o tic e , the d e p a rtm e n t s h a ll re m o v e  the  o u td o o r  

a d v e rtis in g  s ig n , d is p la y , o r  d e v ic e  at the  expense  o f  the  o w n e r o f  the  la n d  o r  the  person  

w h o  e re c te d  it .

Sec. 1 9 .2 5 .16 0 . D e f in it io n s ..

In  A S  1 9 .2 5 .0 8 0 -1 9 .2 5 .1 8 0

(1 )  "b il lb o a rd s "  m eans any s ig n b o a rd s , s igns , d is p la y s , n o tice s  o r  fo rm s  o f  o u td o o r  

a d v e rtis in g  th a t do  n o t s t r ic t ly  c o m p ly  w ith  the  p ro v is io n s  o f

A S  19 .2 5 .07 5  - 1 9 .2 5 .18 0 , o r  w ith  a ny  p e rm it  o r  p e rm its  issued  p u rsu a n t to  A S  19 .25 .075  

-1 9 .2 5 .1 8 0 ;

(2 ) " in te rs ta te  s y s te m " m eans th a t p o r t io n  o f  the  N a t io n a l S ys tem  o f  In te rs ta te  and 
D e fen se  H ig h w a y s  lo c a te d  in  th is  state, as o f f ic ia l ly  des ign a ted ,

o r  as m a y  h e re a fte r  be so d es igna ted , b y  the c o m m is s io n e r , and  a p p ro ve d  b y  the  se cre ta ry  

o f  t r  s p o r ta lio n  (o r  b y  th e  se c re ta ry  o f  co m m e rc e  b e fo re

the  e f fe c t iv e  date  o f  the  tra n s fe r o f  fu n c t io n s  u n d e r P u b lic  L a w  8 9 -6 7 0  (8 0  S ta t. 9 3 1 )), 

u n d e r the  p ro v is io n s  o f  23  U .S .C .;

(3 ) "o u td o o r  a d v e r t is in g "  in c lu d e s  a n y  o u td o o r  s ign , d is p la y , o r  d e v ic e  used to  

a d ve rtise , a ttra c t a tte n tio n  o r  in fo rm  and w h ic h  is v is ib le  to  a person

on  the  m a in - tra v e le d  w a y  o f  a h ig h w a y  o f  the  in te rs ta te , p r im a ry , o r  se con da ry  sys tem s in

th is  s ta te , w h e th e r  b y  p r in t in g , w r it in g ,  p a in t in g , p ic tu re , l ig h t ,
d ra w in g , o r  w h e th e r  b y  th e  use o f  f ig u re s  o r  o b je c ts , o r  a c o m b in a tio n  o f  these, o r  any

o th e r th in g  d e s ig n e d , in te n d e d , o r  used to  a d ve rtise , in fo rm , o r

a ttra c t a tte n tio n ;

(4 )  "p r im a ry  s y s te m " o r  "se co n d a ry  s y s te m " m eans th a t p o r t io n  o f  co nn ec te d  m a in  

h ig h w a y s , as o f f ic ia l ly  d es ign a ted , o r  as m a y  h e re a fte r be so

d es ign a ted , b y  the  c o m m is s io n e r , and a p p ro ve d  by the  se c re ta ry  o f  tra n s p o rta tio n  (o r  b y  
the  se c re ta ry  o f  c o m m e rc e  b e fo re  the e ffe c t iv e  date  o f  the

tra n s fe r o f  fu n c t io n s  u n d e r P u b lic  L a w  8 9 -6 7 0  (8 0  S ta t. 9 3 1 )) , u n d e r the  p ro v is io n s  o f  23 

U .S .C .



(a) An encroachment may be constructed, placed, changed, or maintained across or 
along a highway, but only in accordance with regulations
adopted by the department. An encroachment may not be constructed, placed, 
maintained, or changed until it is authorized by a written permit issued 
by the department, unless the department provides otherwise by regulation. The 
department may charge a fee for a permit issued under this section.

(b) The provisions under (a) of this section do not apply to a mailbox or a newspaper 
box attached to a mailbox.
Sec. 19.25.210. Relocation or removal o f encroachment.
If, incidental to the construction or maintenance o f a state highway, the department 
determines and orders that an encroachment previously authorized 
by written permit must be changed, relocated, or removed, the owner o f the 
encroachment shall change, relocate, or remove it at no expense to the 
state, except as provided in AS 19.25.020 , within a reasonable time set by the 
department. I f  the owner does not change, relocate, or remove an 
encroachment within the time set by the department, the encroachment shall be 
considered an unauthorized encroachment and subject to the provisions 
of AS 19.25.220-19.25.250.

Sec. 19.25.200. Encroachment permits.
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1 0 5 1  Eastwood Lane 
Fa irb an l:;, A laska 9 9 7 1 2  

9 0 7 - 4 5 7 - 8 8 8 0
attachment

R E : D O T s  decision to remove roadside memorials

G ove rno r T ony Know les 
P O  B ox  1 1 0 0 0 1  
Juneau, A K  9 9 8 1 1 - 0 0 0 1

D ear G ove rno r Know les:

September 2 1 ,  2 0 0 1

R E C E IV E D

SEP 2 5 2001 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

As tbe m o lK e r o f a seventeen-year-old girl wbo was k illed  just a year ago by a drunk driver, I  am 
personally involved in  D O T b recent decision to  remove roadside memorials. I  was so upset tbat my 
priest suggested I  start a petition to let tbe powers- tbat -be know tbat tbere are many silent voterB, 
taxpayers, and concerned citizens wbo feel as I  do. In  juBt a few short weeks I bave personally 
collected these signatures.

In  light o f  a ll that has happened since Sept. 11 , 2 0 0 1 , we as A laskans and Americans need to 
pu ll together. N ow  m ore than ever, the need fo r memorials is very important. W e need to  declare as 
one voice, that personalized, roadside memorials are very important to the American public in  pulling 
us together as a country united in the face o f  tragedy.

In  driving to  town today, I  saw dozens o f American flags planted along side ou r highways and also 
at individuals drives. B e  it as a nation suffering from  a nationa l tragedy, o r  as individuals suffering 
t o m  a personal tragedy, we should be allowed to express ou r sorrow by placing the American flag on 
o u r roadways, as many thousands o f  individuals have done across the country. In  light o f  this, how 
can flowers, wreaths, and crosses placed on ou r nation's highways to memorialize the death o f  a loved 
one be any d ifferent. Su re ly  you  will not be te lling tbe American public to  take down ou r flag because 
it is distracting to  drivere. Then the same must he held true fo r the personalized, roadside memorials 
that have been a tradition in  ou r great country fo r as long as I  can remember.

In  collecting these signatures, m any people shared that instead o f  these memorials being a 
distraction, tbey were a signal tbat tbey should be more alert, slow down, and take care aB someone 
before tbem bad lo s t tbeir life  at tbat spot.

I  ask tbat you  use the power o f your position to  allow these memorials to stay.

Sincerely,

Barbara Dowdy

Enc l. Signed Petitions (1 1  pages -  copies) & Lette r to the E d ito r — Fairbanks D a ily  News M iner 
C c : A ll C om m . &  D ir . o f T ransportation, Sen . G . Therriau lt, Rep. H . Fate , Rep. D on  Young & 

Comm ittee on  Transportation & In frastructure



RECEIVED
B a rb a ra  D ow d y  S E P  2 5 2001

1 0 5 1  E a s tw o od  L a n e  
F a i rb a n k s , A la s k a  9 9 7 1 2  D O T  & P F  Commissioner

9 0 7 - 4 5 7 - 8 8 8 0

S e p te m b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 0 1
R E :  D O T 'S  d e c is io n  to  rem ov e  ro a d s id e  m e m o r ia ls

M r .  J o s e p k  L . P e rk in s  
C o m m is s io n e r  o f  D e p t , o f  T ra n s p o r t a t io n  
3 1 3 2  C h a n n e l D r iv e  
Ju n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 7 8 9 8

D e a r  C o m m . P e rk in s :

A s  th e  m o t k e r  o f  a s e v e n te e n -y e a r-o ld  g ir l w k o  was k i l le d  ju s t  a y e a r  a g o  by a d ru n k  d riv e r, I  am  
p e rs o n a lly  in v o lv e d  in  D O T ’s re c e n t d e c is io n  t o  rem ov e  ro ad s id e  m e m o r ia ls . I  w as s o  up se t t k a t  m y  
p r ie s t suggested  I  s ta r t  a p e t it io n  t o  le t  t k e  p ow e rs -tk a t-h e  k n o w  th a t  th e re  a re  m a n y  s i le n t v o te rs , 
ta xp aye rs , a n d  c on c e rn ed  c it iz e n s  w k o  fe e l as I  do . I n  ju s t  a  few  s k o r t  weeks I  k a v e  p e rs o n a lly  
c o lle c te d  tkese  s ig n a tu re s .

I n  lig k t  o f  a l l  t k a t  ka s  k a p p en ed  s in ce  S e p t . 1 1 ,  2 0 0 1 ,  we as A la s k a n s  an d  A m e r ic a n s  need  to  
p u l l  to g e tk e r . N o w  m o re  tk a n  ever, t k e  need  f o r  m e m o r ia ls  is  v e ry  im p o r ta n t . W e  n eed  to  d ec la re  as 
o n e  v o ic e , th a t  p e rs o n a liz e d , ro a d s id e  m e m o r ia ls  a re  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  t o  tk e  A m e r ic a n  p u b lic  in  p u llin g  
us to g e th e r  as a c o u n t ry  u n ite d  in  tk e  fa c e  o f  tragedy .

I n  d riv in g  t o  tow n tod ay , I  saw  d ozen s  o f  A m e r ic a n  flag s p la n te d  a lo n g  s ide  o u r  k ig kw ays a n d  a ls o  
a t in d iv id u a ls  d rives . B e  it  as a  n a t io n  s u ffe r in g  f r o m  a  n a t io n a l trag ed y , o r  as in d iv id u a ls  s u ffe r in g  
f r o m  a p e rs o n a l trag ed y , we s k o u ld  he  a llow ed  to  exp ress o u r  s o rrow  k y  p la c in g  tk e  A m e r ic a n  fla g  o n  
o u r  roadw ays , as m a n y  tk o u s a n d s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  k a v e  d on e  a c ro s s  th e  c o u n t ry . I n  lig h t  o f  th is , k ow  
can  f low e rs , w rea th s , a n d  c rosses p la ced  o n  o u r  n a t io n 's  h ighw ays t o  m e m o r ia liz e  tk e  d ea th  o f  a lo v ed  
o n e  he a n y  d if fe re n t . S u r e ly  y o u  w ill n o t  he te llin g  th e  A m e r ic a n  p u b lic  t o  ta k e  dow n  o u r  f la g  because 
i t  is d is tra c t in g  t o  d riv e rs . T h e n  tb e  sam e m u s t b e  h e ld  t ru e  f o r  tk e  p e rs o n a k z e d , ro ad s id e  m e m o r ia ls  
tb a t  h ave  been  a t ra d it io n  in  o u r  g rea t c o u n t ry  f o r  as lo n g  as I  c an  rem em b e r .

I n  c o lle c t in g  these s ig n a tu re s , m a n y  p e op le  sh a red  tb a t in s tead  o f  these  m e m o r ia ls . b e in g  a  
d is t ra c t io n , th e y  w ere a s ig n a l tb a t  tb e y  s h o u ld  be  m o re  a le r t , s low  d ow n , a n d  ta k e  c a re  as s om e on e  
b e fo re  th em  b ad  lo s t  th e ir  li fe  a t  th a t sp o t.

I  a sk  tb a t  y o u  use  tb e  p ow e r o f  y o u r  p o s it io n  to  a llow  these m e m o r ia ls  t o  s tay .

S in c e re ly ,

B a rb a ra  D o w d y  /

E n c l .  S ig  n ed  P e t i t io n s  ( 1 1  pages -  cop ies ) &  L e t t e r  t o  tbe E d i t o r  — F a i rb a n k s  D a i ly  N ew s M in e r  
C c : A l l  C om m is s io n e rs  o f  T ra n s p o r ta t io n , G o v . K n ow le s , S e n . G .  T h e r r ia u lt ,  R e p . H .  F a te , R ep .

D o n  Y o u n g , & C o m m it te e  o n  T ra n s p o r t a t io n  & In f ra s t ru c tu re
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*»
T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  th e i r  l iv e ?  a t t h o s e  p a n i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  lin e c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r in k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r iv e . T h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e s e  v i c t i m s  
h a v e  v e r y  lit t le r i g h t s  a n d  n o w  o n e  o f  th e ir  f e w  s o l a c e s  Is b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  r e m o v a l .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  in  i t s  i n f in i t e  w i s d o m ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  
t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  is . a n d  in  i ts  b e n e v o l e n c e ,  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  
t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $ 500 .00  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s i g n  in  p l a c e  a  m e r e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  is u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  T h e s e  
f a m i l i e s  n e e d  t h e  s o l a c e  th a t t h i s  m e m o r i a l  b r i n g s .  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  
o f  d e c o r a t i n g  t i l l s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  e tc .) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  th a t t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  G o v e r n o r ’s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a il a g r e e  
th a t t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .

Let it be known that the following persons support the continuance of tradiiionnlpersonalized roadside
trtemorials.

N a m e A d d r e s s
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X

' 2 Z X 2 A b l  X X Ss )

^ ^  ^  X  *  Z - i c :  - o /
, i .i .~3 r f  h /!< / . rc u X i-sJ ,- .  t j y  c/  cl  " b e

M A

9
Q t  t o o  , f 7 f y t

j / V / a  I

\ C o > M 5 P 3 ^ 6) : 1 7 1 G  /q  y :  q - y y - c  

ft?? f k l t s  t f t .

<7/ 7~a 7> t o  s /  3  F T  £ucuht.\}r\ C\r\ \ ,A h (t<i'7c.'^ X  X  *7 t o  c /

i | . f  p A ( ' a m \ L

C M t f i t o j p f a n  H U f l f a r w i  iX lkL< i ^ 1 % o l u

■ h . h l * ' i X  H k u f i j / ld  C ix - r Y  A p .P 7 . fM y v v .J u S y , v / / t ; / c ?

j  j j ^ s L u .  Q l M  T v  1  3 j m y L ' % o  j

Cc: All Commissioners of Transportation St. of Ak., Gov. Tony Knowles, Rep. Hugh Fate, Sen.
Gene Therriault, Rep. Don Young, & Committee on TrannnnrtaHnn fit Tnfraai-nir.i-.„.«
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c ^ .

T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  
f e w  d e t e r r e n t s  t h e y  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r i n k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  a s  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r i n k  a n d  d r i v e .  T h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e s e  v i c t i m s  
h a v e  v e r y  lit t le  r i g h t s  a n d  n o w  o n e  o f  t h e i r  f e w  s o l a c e s  i s  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  r e m o v a l .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  i n  i t s  i n f i n i t e  w i s d o m ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  
t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  i s , a n d  i n  i t s  b e n e v o l e n c e ,  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  
t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $ 5 0 0 .0 0  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s i g n  i n  p l a c e  a  m e r e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  T h e s e  
f a m i l i e s  n e e d  t h e  s o l a c e  t h a t  t h i s  m e m o r i a l  b r i n g s .  T h e y  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o f  
d e c o r a t i n g  th i s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  etc .) ,

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ll a g r e e  
t h a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .

Let it be known that the follov/ing persons support the continuance of traditional-personalized roadside
memorials.

N a m e A d d r e s s D a t e  V o t e r  T a x p a y e r  
X  X
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Cc: All Commissioners ol Transportation St. ol Ak., Gov. Tony Knowles, Rep. Hugh Fate, Sen.
Gene Therriault, Rep. Don Young, & Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure
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L e t  it b e  k n o w n  th a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l - p e r s o n a l i z e d  r o a d s i d e  
m e m o r i a l s .

T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r i n k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r i n k  a n d  d r i v e .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t  a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  
p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  i s  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $ 5 00 .0 0  t o  l e a v e  
t h e  s i g n  i n  p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o f  
d e c o r a t i n g  th i s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  th e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s ,  f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  e tc .) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ll a g r e e  
t h a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .

N a m e A d d r e s s
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Cc: All Commissioners of Transportation St. of Ak, Gov. Tony Knowles, Rep. Hugh Fate, Sen.
Gene Therriault, Rep. Don Young, & Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure
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Let it be known that the following persons support the continuance of traditional-personalized roadside
memorials.

T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r i n k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r i n k  a n d  d r i v e .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t  a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  
p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  i s  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $500.00 t o  l e a v e  
t h e  s i g n  in  p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o f  
d e c o r a t i n g  t h i s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , ( lo w e r s , s t a t u e ,  etc .) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ll a g r e e  
t h a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .

N a m e A d d r e s s V o t e r  T a x  
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L e t  it b e  k n o w n  th a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l - p e r s o n a l i z e d  r o a d s i d e  
m e m o r i a l s .

• »
T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a i t i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  tin e c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r i n k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r i v e .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  
p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  i s  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  S5 0 0 .0 0  t o  l e a v e  
t h e  s i g n  in  p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o f  
d e c o r a t i n g  th i s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  e tc .) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  t h a t t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ll a g r e e  
t h a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .

N a m e  , ‘ A d d r e s s  V o t e r  l a x  P a y e r  D a t e
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P e t i t i o n
R o a d s i d e  M e m o r i a l s  (2 0 0 1 )

T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d i i n k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r i n k  a n d  d r i v e .  T h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e s e  v i c t i m s  
h a v e  v e r y  lit t le  r i g h t s  a n d  n o w  o n e  o f  th e i r  f e w  s o l a c e s  i s  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  r e m o v a l .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  i n  i t s  i n f i n i t e  w i s d o m ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  
t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  is , a n d  i n  i t s  b e n e v o l e n c e ,  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  
t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $ 5 0 0 .0 0  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s i g n  in  p l a c e  a  m e r e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  T h e s e  
f a m i l i e s  n e e d  t h e  s o l a c e  t h a t  t i l l s  m e m o r i a l  b r i n g s .  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  
o f  d e c o r a t i n g  t h i s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  e tc .) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  t h a t t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a il a g r e e  
t h a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .

Lei it be known that the following persons support the continuance of traditional-personalized roadside
memorials.
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Cc: All Commissioners of Transportation St. of Ak., Gov. Tony Knowles, Rep. Hugh Fate, Sen.
Gene Therriault, Rep. Don Young, & Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure
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R o a d s i d e  M e m o r i a l s  (2 0 0 1 )

L e t it b e  k n o w n  th a t t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l - p e r s o n a l i z e d  r o a d s i d e  
m e m o r i a l s .

T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h c  l o s t  th e i r  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  C. t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  art*, o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r i n k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r iv e .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t  a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  
p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  i s  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  S5 0 0 .0 0  t o  l e a v e  
t h e  s i g n  in  p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o f  
d e c o r a t i n g  t t i i s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  th e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  e tc.) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  th a t t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ll a g r e e  
th a t t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .

N a m e  A d d r e s s  V o t e r  T a x  P a v e r  D a t e
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P e t i t i o n
R o a d s i d e  M e m o r i a l s  (2 0 0 1 )

L e i ii b e  k n o w n  th a t t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l - p e r s o n a l i z e d  r o a d s i d e  
m e m o r i a l s .

• *•
T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  th e i r  ! i v e s ‘-a i i h o s o  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r i n k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r i n k  a n d  d r i v e .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  
p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  is  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  S5 0 0 .0 0  t o  l e a v e  
t h e  s i g n  in  p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  is  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o f  
d e c o r a t i n g  th i s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  th e ir  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  etc.) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ll a g r e e  
th a t t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .
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P e t i t i o n
R o a d s i d e  M e m o r i a l s  (2 0 0 1 ) M dU d 9/#//#/

L e t  it b e  k n o w n  t b a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l - p e r s o n a l i z e d  r o a d s i d e  
m e m o r i a l s .

»
T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  I n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r i n k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r i n k  a n d  d r i v e .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  
p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  i s  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $ 500 .00  t o  l e a v e  
t h e  s i g n  in  p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o f  
d e c o r a t i n g  th i s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  e tc .) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  th a t t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ll a g r e e  
th a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .

N a m e  A d d r e s s  V o t e r  T a x p a y e r  D a t e
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Cc: All Commissioners of Transportation St. of Ak., Gov. Tony Knowles, Rep. Hugh Fate, Sen.
Gene Tkerriault, Rep. Don Young, & Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure
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R o a d s i d e  M e m o r i a l s  (2 0 0 1)

1 *•
T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  l lv e$  a t t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r i n k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r i v e .  T h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e s e  v i c t i m s  
h a v e  v e r y  lit t le r i g h t s  a n d  n o w  o n e  o f  th e i r  f e w  s o l a c e s  I s  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  r e m o v a l .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  In  Its i n f i n i t e  w i s d o m ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  
t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  i s ,  a n d  i n  i t s  b e n e v o l e n c e ,  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  
t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $ 5 0 0 .0 0  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s i g n  i n  p l a c e  a  m e r e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  is  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  T h e s e  
f a m i l i e s  n e e d  t h e  s o l a c e  th a t  t h i s  m e m o r i a l  b r i n g s .  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  
o f  d e c o r a t i n g  t h i s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  e tc .) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ll a g r e e  
t h a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .

Let it be known that the following persons support the continuance of traditional-personalized roadside
memorials.
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P e t i t i o n
R o a d s i d e  M e m o r i a l s  (2 0 0 1 )

/ /

L e t  it b e  k n o w n  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l - p e r s o n a l i z e d  r o a d s i d e  
m e m o r i a l s .

t *

T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  I n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r i v e r s .  T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r i n k i n g  a n d  d r i v i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a i i  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r i v e .  T h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e s e  v i c t i m s  
h a v e  v e r y  l i t t le  r i g h t s  a n d  n o w  o n e  o f  t h e i r  f e w  s o l a c e s  i s  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  r e m o v a l .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  i n  i t s  i n f i n i t e  w i s d o m ,  h a s  d e c i d e d '  t h a t  a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  
t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  Is , a n d  i n  I ts b e n e v o l e n c e ,  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  
t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $ 5 0 0 .0 0  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s i g n  I n  p l a c e  a  m e r e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  Is u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  T h e s e  
f a m i l i e s  n e e d  t h e  s o l a c e  t h a t  t h i s  m e m o r i a l  b r i n g s .  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  
o f  d e c o r a t i n g  t h i s  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s ,  f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  e tc .) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  G o v e r n o r ’s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a l l a g r e e  
t h a t  t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a i n .

N a m e A d d r e s s [p ter T a x p a y e r  D a t e
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P e t i t i o n
R oadside M emorials (2 0 0 1 )

l e i i t  b b  k i t o w n  th a t t h e  f o l l o w in g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l -p e r s o n a l i z e d  r o a d s i d e , 
m e m o r i a l s .

T h e s e  i in e& c r t a l s  a r e  a  tr ib u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  la s t th e ir l iv e ?  a t th o s e , p a r t ic u la r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r iv e r s . T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  ;xro <xte o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o t n m u n l t y  h a s  t o  d r in k in g  a n d  d r iv in g , b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s i i i n t  r e m in d e r  o f 
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r iv e .

T h e  S t t i i e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e , 
p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  Is a n d  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  s n o o . o o  t o  l e a v e  
t h e  s i g n  in  p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h is  is  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o l  
d e c o r a t i n g  th is  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  th e ir o w n  r c U g l o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f lo w e r s , s t a t u e ,  etc.) .

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  th a t th e  s t a t e  o f  A la s k a , G o v e r n o r  s  O f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s jx x i n t l o n  .til a g r e e  
th a t t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a in .

N a m e  ! A d d r e s s  V o t e r  T a x  P a y e r  D a l e
X  X
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Petition
R o a d s i d e  M e m o r ia ls  (2 0 0 1 )

L e t 11 b e  k n o w n  th a t t h e  f o l l o w in g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l -p e r s o n a l i z e d  rc»ii<L*.i<U* 
m e m o r i a l s ,

T h e s *  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  tr ib u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  In o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  lo s t th e ir  l iv e s  a t t h o s e  pnriiu ilar 
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r iv e r s . T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  ; ir e o n e  o l t! »«■ le w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r in k in g  a n d  d r iv in g , b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m in d e r  o l 
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r iv e . T h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e s e  v i c t im s  
h a v e  v e r y  little r ig h t s  a n d  n o w  o n e  o f  th e ir f e w  s o l a c e s  Is b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  w i th  r e m o v a l .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a , in  i t s  In f in ite  w i s d o m ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a i a  g e n e r i c  s lR n  w o u l d  n o t l x i a  d is t r a c t io n  
t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  is , a n d  In its b e n e v o l e n c e ,  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  
t h e  g p fe v ln g  f a m i l i e s  S S O O .O O  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s i g n  i n  p l a c e  a  m e r e  2 y e a r s .  T h t  Is u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  T h e s e  
f a m i l i e s  n e e d  t h e  s o l a c e  th a t th&  m e m o r i a l  b r in g s .  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  th e - p e r s o n t t l f r e e d o m  
o f  d e c o r a t i n g  th is  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  th e ir o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s . D o w e r s , s in t i ie, etc.) .

W e  th e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  th a t t h e  s t a t e  o f  A la s k a . G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e , a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r n n s |x > r ia i in n  all a g r e e  
th a t t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a in .

N a m e  A d d r e s s  V o t e r  T a x  P a y e r  D a t e
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P e t i t i o n
R oad sid e  M emorials (2 0 0 1 )

L e t It b e  k n o w n  th a t t h e  f l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l -p e r s o n a l i z e d  r o a d s i d e  
m e m o r i a l s .

T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  tr ib u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  lo s t  th e ir  livre? a t t h o s e  ix ir t iu t la r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r iv e r s . T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r in k in g  a n d  d r iv in g , b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m in d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r iv e . T h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e s e  v i c t im s  
h a v e  v e r y  lit tle r ig h t s  a n d  n o w  o n e  o f  th e ir  f e w  s o l a c e s  i s  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  r e m o v a l .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a . In its In f in ite  w i s d o m ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t io n  
t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  c t o s s  o r  w r e a t h  i s , a n d  i n  its b e n e v o l e n c e ,  t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  
t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  S500 .00 t o  l e a v e  t h e  s i g n  In  p l a c e  a  m e r e  2 y e a r s . T h i s  is  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  'II««<• 
f a m i l i e s  n e e d  t h e  s o l a c e  th a t th is  m e m o r i a l  b r in g s . P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  
o f  d e c o r a t i n g  th is  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  th e ir o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f lo w e r s , s t a t u e ,  etc.) .

W e  th e r e f o r e  r c r ju e s t  th a t t h e  s t a t e  o f  A la s k a . G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e , a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  all a g r e e  
th a t t h e  r o a c b i r  k i m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a in .

N a m e  A d d r e s s  v o t e r  T a x  P a y o r  D a le -
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P e t i t io n  
R oad s id e  M emorials ( 2 0 0  n

L e t  t t H w k n o w n  th a t t h e  f o l l o w in g  p e r s o n  s u p p o r t  t h o c o n t i n u a n c e o f  t r a d l t l o n n l p c x s o n a l l m l r o a d s i d e  
m e m o r i a l s ,

•
T U e s e  iT r tr n o r ta ls  a r e  a  t r ib u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  th e ir  l iv e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t ic u la r  
s p o t s .  Many o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r iv e r s . T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r c  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  cM n k ln g  a n d  d r iv in g , b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m in d e r  o f  
w h a t  C a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r iv e .

T h e  fi(tatei o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  
p e r s o r t a f l i e d  c r o s s  cx w r e a t h  Is a n d  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n ly  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  ssoo.oo t o  l e a v e  
t h e  s i g n  In p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  Is u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  j x i r s o n a l  f r u o d o m  o f  
d e c o m t n g  th is  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  th e ir  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f lo w e r s , s t a t u e ,  e t c ) ,

W e  r e q u e s t  th a t t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a . G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e , a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s l a t i o n  a ll a g r e e
t h a t t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a in .

N a m e  A d d r e s s  v o t e r  T a x p a y e r  D a t e
X x
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K d f y  M i n e r  P p f h o i  i m j l  A l f i k L  w s n  J  /  v f o f t )  
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t \  ¥
% f  Esffltep
j f  R oad sid e  M emorials (2 0 0 1 )
r .

It b o p f lD o w n  th a t t h e  f o l l o w in g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a c S i i o n a l p e i s o n a l l z e U  r o a d s i d e  
/  m e m o r i a l s .

¥
T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  tr ib u te  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  I n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  th e ir  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t ic u la r  
s p o t s ,  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r iv e r s . T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r c  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  l i a s  t o  d r in k in g  a n d  d r iv in g , b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m in d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r iv e .

The $tate o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  
p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  Is a n d  t h e  S l a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  5500.00 t o  le a v e , 
t h e  s i g n  h  p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  Is u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o f  
d e c o r a t i n g  th is  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  th e ir  o w n  r e i i g l o t js  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f lo w e r s ,  s t a t u e , etc:.).

W e  th e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  th a t t h e  S t a t e  erf A l a s k a , G o v e r n o r ’s  O f f i c e , a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ll a g r e e  
th a t tr ie  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a in .

1 1 / 0 1 / 2 0 0 1  0 0 : 3 1  4 5 7 0 8 8 1
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P e t i t i o n
R oad s id e  M em orials caoon

L e t it b e  k n o w n  th a t i h e  f o l l o w in g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  tradlllon* tJ p e r s o n a l i z e d  r o a d s i d e  
m e m o r i a l s .

%
T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r l b u i e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  In  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  lo s t th e ir  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t ic u la r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r iv e r s . T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  t ir e  o t i c  o f  t h e  l e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  c h in k in g  a n d  d r iv in g , b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  r e m in d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r iv e .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  
p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  i s  a n d  t h e  S t a l e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  S f . O O . o o  t o  Ienv< • 
t h e  s i g n  In p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  n f  
d e c o r a t i n g  th is  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t t h d r  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f l o w e r s ,  s t a t u e ,  etc.).

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  t l ia t t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e ,  a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s |x > r tn i io u  fill a g r e e  
th a t t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a in .
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P e t i t i o n
R oadside M emorials <2 0 0 1)

L e i 11 b e  k n o w n  th a t t h e  f o l l o w in g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a d l t l o n a l i x t r s o n n l l z v r i r u m ls n  lc 
m e m o r i a l s .

T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r ib u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  In o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  lo s t  th e ir Uvosj a t t h o s e  p i ir t ic u la r 
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  i h e s e  < iea th s h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r iv e r s , T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  on<*. o l  t h e  l i w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d l n k l n g  a n d  d r iv in g , b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t n n i  r e m in d e r  o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r iv e . T h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e s e  v i c t im s  
h a v e  v e r y  little r ig h ts  a n d  n o w  o n e  o r  th e ir  f e w  s o l a c e s  Is b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  r e m o v a l .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a , in  Its in f in i te  w i s d o m ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  h e  a  d is t r a c t io n  
t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  is . a n d  in  its b e n e v o l e n c e ,  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  e l ta r g e  
th e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $500.00 t o  l e a v e  t h e  s i g n  In p l a c e  a  m e r e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  is u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  T h e s e  
f a m i e s  n e e d  t h e  s o l a c e  th a t th is  m e m o r i a l  b r in g s .  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  
o f  d e c o r a t i n g  th is  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t th e ir o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f lo w e r s , s t a t u e , e t c  ).

w e  th e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  th a t t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a , G o v e r n o r ’s  O f f i c e , a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s m u t a t i o n  all agree 
th a t t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a r t r e m a in .

Name
/-•v̂lp»Vv ̂

A d d r e s s v o t e r  Tax Mayor D a t e  X X
X X |0|<W°>

Mim \l\Trihea I WO (jOaJbr, fert. Plot/A y. Y if. pijfai
.msllat/zau^/i f t l 99709 y *

r T 
/O-JLC •O/

374 ’(/ A / tsj /(,, f /
L- hforson

--- -7- — - •
?>z.5± tie fan P/. Fbx c*)'17o'7 \ V /n> v •

(ji/j'WOAO ft daZvu &b, m. ^ X X lef lu (f-'(
A y  S&AUP- -?6 W  S9> g rftrHrBL ,A£ K K  /c / l '//«  /
U D y .  o A o J L -  f c  f r V Y s  f y c  ^  ^  r J i 'j/o  I1 r . A- /

P a . A M  * \b\ y ,i l 0 ,
32® G v f r & i 3 4 %  f t /  X \v/ m /oi

Y /as tg  U J k -Y F b k s  x y /O  - r f - o  iI ---C-X-----1 1

C C t  All Comm. & Dir, of * raneportatiori, Comm, Tran*. &  InfrwtjucturE, SuJbcomm. Ground Tr.m»m»rtrtlion, 
R«p. Don Young, Linv. Tony Knowles, Lt. Gov. Fran Ulmer, Sen. Geno Therriault, and k’t-p. Hiwh I'.ilo



0 1 / 2 0 0 1  0 0 : 3 1  4 5 7 8 8 8 1
DOW DV, A S A , B A R B A R A PA G E  0 8

P e t i t i o n
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L e t It b e  k n o w n  th a t t h e  f o l l o w in g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  trad i!lon ;jd -p rrson ;ill'/ .< ,< I r o u t ls U  In 
m e m o r i a l s .

T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  t r ib u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  th e ir l lv e p  a t t h o s e  p a r t ic u la r  
s p o t s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d r u n k e n  d r iv e r s . T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  arc. o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  
d e t e r r e n t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r in k in g  a n d  d r iv in g , b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n s t a n t  rc rn lj u ler o f  
w h a t  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d i n k  a n d  d r iv e .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  
p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  Is a n d  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  o n l y  c h a r g e  t h e  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $500.00 t o  l e a v e  
t h e  s i g n  in  p l a c e  2 y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y !  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  j x j r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o l 
d e c o r a t i n g  th is h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t  th e ir  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , D o w e r s , s t a t u e ,  e t c ).

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r c q u o s t  lh a t t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a . G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e , a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a ll a g r e e  
th a t t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a in .
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P e t i t i o n
R o a d s i d e  M e m o r ia ls  ( 2 0 0  n

L e i It b e  K n o w n  th a t t h e  f o l l o w in g  p e r s o n s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l p e r s o n a l i z e d  r o a d s i d e  
m e m o r i a l s .

T h e e i e  m e m o r i a l s  a r e  a  tr ib u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l o s t  th e ir  l i v e s  a t t h o s e  p a r t ic u la r  
s p o u i .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  d u n k e n  d r iv e r s . T h e s e  m e m o r i a l s  t in - o n e  o f  t h e  l e w  
d e t e t r e n t a  t b e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  t o  d r in k in g  a n d  d r iv in g , b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e  a s  ;» c o n s t a n t  r e m in d e r  o f  
w h a i  c a n  h a p p e n  w h e n  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  d r iv e . T h e  f a m i l i e s  a n d  friend* : o l  t h e s e  v i c t im s  
h a v e  v e r y  U tile r ig h t s  a n d  no*.v o n e  o f  th e ir  f e w  s o l a c e s  Is b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  r e m o v a l .

T h e  S lta te o f  A l a s k a .  In Its in f in i t e  w i s d o m ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  th a t a  g e n e r i c  s i g n  w o u l d  n o t h e  a  rd s tr a c t to n  
t h e  w a y  a  m o r e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  c r o s s  o r  w r e a t h  is , a n d  In  Its b e n e v o l e n c e ,  t h e  S t a t e  w o i  ik l o n l y  c h a r g e , 
t h e  g r ie v i n g  f a m i l i e s  $500.00 t o  l e a v e  t h e  s i g n  in  p l a c e  a  m e r e  2 y e a r s .  T i l l s  Ls u iv i i i i l s f n c io r y !  T h e s e  
fam liit s s n e e d  th o  s o l a c e  th a t th i s  m e m o r i a l  b r in g s .  P e o p l e  n e e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  
o f  d e c o r a t i n g  th is  h o l l o w e d  g r o u n d  t o  s u i t th e ir  o w n  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m s  ( c r o s s , f lo w e r s , s t a t u e , etc.).

W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  th a t t h e  S t a t e  o r  A la s k a . G o v e r n o r ’s  O f f i c e , a n d  D e p t ,  o f  T m n .s( * .r ia t in n  all a g r e e  
th a t t h e  r o a d s i d e  m e m o r i a l s  c a n  r e m a in .

N a m e  A d d r e s s  V o t e r  T a x  I 'a v e r  D a l e
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Signing with recommendations Printed Last Name

' h n » j u J £
Chair;
C h a ir

List o f  
Abbrev 
for
Dept s.:
ADM
CED
COR
C RT
EED
DEC
DFG
GOV
IISS
LEG
LAW
LW F
MVA
DNR
DPS
REV

Th® TRANSPORTATION Committee considered: jjg  J27

HOUSE BILL NO. 127 ROADSIDE MEMORIALS
"An Act allowing certain roadside memorials to be placed within the right-of-way of a state highway."
Recommends it be replaced with [ ]HCS o r  [ ]C S fo r__________________________________ ( >
F o r Senate Bills with new title: / ]  Technical Title / J New Title: HCR [ ] Same Title [ ]  New Title

[ ] attach amendments
[ J add new referral to _____________Committee
[ ] Letter of Intent____________Committee
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M E M O R A N D U M  State of Alaska

The Transportation Equity Act for the 21“  Century (TEA-21) has changed the provisions o f the 
United States Code that address the stewardship of Federal-aid highway projects. TEA-21 
eliminated Section 117 o f Title 23, Certification Acceptance, by replacing it in entirety with 
another subject Section 1305 o f the TEA-21 amends Section 106 o f Title 23, Project Approval 
and Oversight, to include revised provisions for oversight o f Federal-aid highway projects. The 
amended Section 106 requires that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the State 
enter into a new agreement relating to the extent to which the State will assume the 
responsibilities o f the FHWA. The agreement applies to the oversight of projects during design 
and construction. I  have attached for your information and use a fully executed copy o f this new 
•agreement, the “Federal-aid Project Oversight Responsibility Agreement”
The Design and Construction Standards staff working under my guidance negotiated this 
agreement The agreement goes beyond Certification Acceptance in establishing the Alaska 
Department o f Transportation and Public Facilities as the responsible party for the stewardship 
o f Federal-aid highway projects. With only a few exceptions, the Department has agreed to be 
responsible for the stewardship of projects to the fullest extent allowable under the U.S. Code.

The agreement included a requirement that the Department develop procedures to implement the 
responsibilities o f the agreement Those policies, procedures and manuals are initially the same 
as under Certification Acceptance, and will continue to be developed by the D&C Standards 
section. The exception is the financial provisions hat are developed by the Statewide Planning 
and Administrative Services Divisions. The attached matrix o f responsibilities may be amended 
as needed and agreed to by FHWA.
Please distribute this agreement to your staff and ensure that they follow the provisions o f the 
agreement and the accompanying supporting documents.

D ep a rtm en t o f  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  & P u b lic  F a c i li t ie s  
O ffic e  o f  th e  C o m m is s io n e r

Commissioner

Attachment

( J J L ' . T X ' /  P A A ' I ' S
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• . 'Distribution Pagc2 August 31, 1999

Distribution: Bo Brownfield, Deputy Commissioner, Operations 
Kurt Parkan, Deputy Commissioner, Administration 
John Horn, Central Regional Director 
Tony Johansen, Northern Regional Director 
Bob Martin, Southeast Regional Director 
Bob Doll, Manager, Ferry Operations 
Paul Bowers, Director, StwdL Aviation 
Tom Brigham, Director, Stwd, Planning 
Mike Downing, Director, Stwd. Design &  Engineering Services 
Nancy Slagle, Director, Stwd. Administrative Services
Aves Thompson, Director, Measurement Stnds. & Commercial Vehicle Enforcement
Mort Plumb, Director, Anchorage Int’ l Airport
Doyle Ruff, Manager, Fairbanks IntT Airport
Bill O’Leary, AIAS Controller
Mark O’Brien, Chief Contracts Officer

cc; Stephen A  Moreno, Alaska Division Administrator, FHWA
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F E D E R A L - A I D  P R O J E C T  O V E R S I G H T  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  A G R E E M E N T  
B E T W E E N  T H E  F E D E R A L  HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  (FH W A ) AND 

T H E  A L A S K A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  AND 
P U B L I C  F A C I L I T I E S  (A D O T & P F )

P, 04

S e c t i o n  1 0 6  o f  T i t l e  2 3 ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o d e  w a s  a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  
. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E q u i t y  A c t  f o r  t h e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  ( T E A - 2 1 )  , S e c t i o n  
1 3 0 5 ,  P r o j e c t  A p p r o v a l  a n d  O v e r s i g h t .  A m e n d e d  S e c t i o n  1 0 6  r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  t h e  FHWA a n d  t h e  S t a t e  s h a l l  e n t e r  i n t o  a n  a g r e e m e n t  
d o c u m e n t i n g  t h o s e  p r o j e c t s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  S t a t e  w i l l  a s s u m e  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  FHW A, T h i s  a g r e e m e n t ,  w i l l  r e p l a c e  
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  A c c e p t a n c e  a n d  E x e m p t  p r o j e c t  p r o c e d u r e s  w h i c h  w e r e  
e l i m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  T E A - 2 1 .

F o r  a l l  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  F e d e r a l - a i d ,  i n c l u d i n g  
p r o j e c t s  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  a n d  p r o j e c t s  n o t  o n  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m ,  t h e  A D O T & P F  w i l l  . a s s u m e  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  FHWA u n d e r  T i t l e  2 3  f o r  d e s i g n ,  p l a n s ,  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  e s t i m a t e s ,  r i g h t - o f - w a y  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s t a t e m e n t s  
( p a r t  o f  P S & E ) , c o n t r a c t  a w a r d s ,  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n s / f i n a l  a c c e p t a n c e  

o f  p r o j e c t s .  T h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  d o e s  n o t  e x t e n d  t o  o t h e r  F e d e r a l  
a c t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  o u t s i d e  o f  T i t l e  2 3  ( f o r  e x a m p l e  N E P A ) . F u r t h e r ,  
t h e  g e n e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  T i t l e  2 3 ,  s u c h  . a s  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a n d  
s t a t e w i d e  p l a n n i n g ,  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  s e r v i c e s  o r  c o n t r a c t s ,  
d i s a d v a n t a g e d  b u s i n e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  w a g e  r a t e s ,  e t c . ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  
a p p l y  t o  p r o j e c t s  w h e r e  t h e  A D O T & P F  h a s  a s s u m e d  t h e  

. r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  n o t e d .

T h e  A D O T & P F  s h a l l  d e v e l o p  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  . r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
u n d e r  t h i s  a g r e e m e n t .  T h i s  a g r e e m e n t  i s  e f f e c t i v e  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  
s i g n a t u r e  a n d  m a y  b e  m o d i f i e d ,  i f  a g r e e d  t o  b y  b o t h  p a r t i e s ,  a s  t h e  
n e e d  a r i s e s .

    9P % vtD a t e
/ S t e v e n  A"T M o r e n o  

FHWA
D i v i s i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

P a t

J o s e p h  L .  P e r k i n sj s e p h  
A D O T & P F  
C o m m i s s i o n e r



F H W A  -  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  D O T & P F  P r o j e c t  O v e r s i g h t  A g r e e m e n t

’ C a te g o ry A ctiv ity /Item

NHS P ro je c ts N on -N H S  P ro ec ts

A DOT& PF Action
FHWA
A ction A KD O T& PF  A c tion

FHW A
A ction

S a fe ly P rop o sed  H S IP  P ro jec t List P reparo Approve P rep a re Approve
H S IP  Annual Report P repare Approve P repa re Approve
Annual W o rk  Z one T raffic Control Report P repare Approve P rep a re Approve
Annual W o rk  Z one  Accident Report P repare Approve P rep a re Approve
A laska Traffic Manual Supp lem en! and updates Prepare Approve P repare Approve
A laska Sinn Design Specifications and  updates Prepare Approve P repare Approve
ITS prefects (reg ional architecture compatibility) P repare Approve P rep a re Approve

F in an ce Financia l Subm ittals (P R  37 ) Prepare Approve P rep a re Approve
Financia l P rocedu res P repare Approve P rep a re Approve
S la te  Infrastructure B ank Reports P repare Information P rep a re
ATP Prepare Approve P repa re Approve

•
D ata Bid P rice  D ata form  FHW A A -45 , NHS Pro lects > $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 Prepare Information

E n v iro nm en t P rog ram m atic  C ateqorlca l Exclusion P repa re , Approve Concur P rep a re , A pprove C oncu r
D ocum ented  C a lego rlca l Exclusion P repare Approve P repa re A pprove

. Environm enta l A ssessm ent P repare Approve P rep a re Approve
Finding o f no Significant Impact (FO N S I) P repare Approve P rep a re Approve
Environm enta l Impact Statem ent • -P rep a re Approve P rep a re Approve
R eco rd  o f Decision Prepare .Approve P repa re Approve
R ea sse ssm en t o f P rev iou s Determ ination Prepare Approve P rep a re Approve
Environm enta l P rocedu res Manual and  updates Preparo Approve P rep a re Approve

R igh t o f  W ay Non H ighway u se  o f R -O -W /Leases P repare Approve P rep a re App iove
D isp osa l o f R -O -W Prepa ro , Approve Information P repa re , Approve In form alion

• D isp osa l o f access  control P repare Approve P rep a ro Approve
•• H ardsh ip and Protective Buying P reparo Approve P rep a re Approve

R -O -W  Manual and Updates Prepare Approve P repa re Approve
U se  o f Rfnht o f Entry to obtain possession P repa re , Approve tnlormatlan P repa ro , Approve Inform ation
Annual R -O -W  Acquisition and Re location Statistics Report P repare Inform alion P rep a ro In form alion
R -O -W  P lans P repa re , Approve Information P rep a re , Approve In form ation
R -O -W  Ceriillca llon P repa re , Approve Inform alion P repa re , Approve In form alion
U so  o f fe e  nego lla to rs/fey  attorneys P repa re , Approve P rep a re , Approve
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C a te g o ry A c llv t ly /t lem

NHS P ro je c ts N on-N HS P ro e e ls

A KDO T& PF  Action
FHWA
Action A KDO T& PF A ction

FH W A
A ction

D e s ig n New/re v ised  s tandard  draw ings/specifications P repa re Approve P repa re , Approve In form ation
S E P  1 4  Experim enta l Featu res w ork plan P rep a re Approve P repa re A pp rove
W a ive r o f B u y  America S tas l P repa re Approve Prepare App rove
Preconstruction M anual and updates Prepare Approve P repa re , Approva In form ation
Design P ro je c t S ta tu s Report P repare Information P repa re In form ation
D raft Design S tudy  R epo rt P repa re P repa re
Das lqn  S tudy R epo rt P repa re , Approve Information P rep a re , Approve
Design Exceptions P repa re , Approve Information P rep a re , Approve
Hydrau lics M anual and updates P repa re Approve P rep a re , Approve In fo rm a lion
Bid T ab s P repa re . Approve Inform alion P rep a re , Approve
Pub lic In terest Finding P repa re , Approve Information P repa re , Approve
PS& E  R ev iew  A ssem b ly P repa re P repare
Authority to Advertise memorandum Prep a re , Approve P repa re , Approve
P ro fe s s ion a l Se rv ices  Agreem ent P repa re , Approve P repa re , Approve
G eo lechn lca l M anua l and updates P repa re Approve P repare , Approva Inform ation
G eo lechn lca f R eports P repa re , Approve .P re p a re , Approve
Loca l rev iew  p lans P repa re P repa re
*P lans-fn -H and “ rev iew  p lans P repare P repa re

Utility A greem ents P repa re , Approve P rep a re , Approve
Addendum to C ontract Docum ents P repa re , Approve P rep a re , Approve
Utility Certification P repa re , Approve P rep a re , Approve
P ro fe ss ion a l S e rv ice s  Aqreem ont P rocedu res and updates P repa re , Approve Information P rep a re , Approve In form ation
Desiqn/Build p ro jec ts P rep a ro Approve P repa re A pp rove
T o ll Fac lllties/aq reem en ts P repa ro Approve Prepare Approve
M a jo r S tructu res and  Tunne ls P repare , Approve Information P repa re . A pprove In fo rm a lion
Lite C yc le  C ost Analysis and Value Engineering P repa re Information P rep a re
Re im bu rsem en t fo r S ta te  Furnished Materials P repa re Approve P repa re Approve
Utilities M anual and updates P repa re Approva P rep a re , Approve In form ation

•
C o n s t ru c t io n C on fo rm ed  C on trac t and FHWA certifications checklist P repa re , Approve Information P repa re , Approve In form atio ,

R equest fo r concu rrence In contract award P repa re , Approve P rep a re , Approve
Supp lem en ta l A q reem en ls P rep a re Approve P repa re Approve
Form  FHW A  1 4 4 6C P repa re , Approve Informalion P repa re , Approve In form ation
Construction Manual and updates P rep a re Approve P rep a re , Approve Information
Construction P ro jec t S ta tu s Reports P rep a ro Informalion P repare In form alion
Statem ent o l M ateria ls and  Labor, form  FHW A -47, NHS > 
$ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0

P repa ro Information
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■ • NHS P re le c ts N on -N H S P ro ec ts

C a te g o ry A ctfv lty /ltem A KD O T& PF  A ction
FHW A
A ction A KDO T& PF  A c tion

FHW A
A c lfo n

F ina l Estim ate A ssem b ly , p ro ject h istory (lu ll packaqe) P repare , Approve Information P reparo , Approve
Internal m em orandum  (AKDOT& PF ) P repa re , Approve P repa re , Approve
D irective P rep a re , Approve P repa re , Approve
B iw eek ly  R eport P repare P repa re
P ro jec t C on s lru c llon  Report P repa re Information Prepare
P rog re ss  Estim ate P repa re P repa re
Letter o f Intent to Award P repa re , Approve P repa re , Approve
Le tte r o f Award P repa re , Approva In form alion P repare , A pprove
Designation Letters P reparB , Approve P repa re , Approve
Subcontract Approva ls P repa re , Approve P repa re , Approve
Change O rde rs P repa re , Approve P repa re . A pprove
Interim  W ork  Authorizations P rep a re , Approve P repa re , A pprove
Letter o f P ro jec t C om p letion P repa re , Approve Information P repa re , A pp rove Information
M ateria ls Certification fo rN H S  pro jects P rep a re , Approve Information
A laska  T est M ethods and updates P repa re Approve P repa re , A pprove Inform ation
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STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

DIVISION OF STATEWIDE DESIGN &
ENGINEERING SERVICES 
3132 CHANNEL DRIVE, ROOM 105 
JUNEAU, AK 99801-7898 
MAILSTOP 2500 
PHONE (907) 465-2960 
FAX (907) 465-2460

ADDRESSED TO:
FA X  NUM BER: - Z . Q  VCD______________
DATE: *J57/& /& 3 ___________________
FROM : / )a < X /A S /A &

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS SHEET:  7 _

I f  there arc any problems with transmission, please call (907) 465-2960
COMMENTS:



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number:
2003 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N Bill Version: HB127

() Publish Date: ______

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________________ Dept. Affected__________ DOT&PF_________
Title An Act allowing certain roadside memorials to BRU Design and Engineering Services
_____________ be placed in the right-of-way of a state highway Component Norther Region D&ES__________
Sponsor Whitaker __
Requester HTRA___________________________________  Component hia 2299

E xp end itu re s /R even u e s  (Thousands o f D o lla rs )
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted oelow.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 . „9 :° 0.0 I 0.0 |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 [ 0.0 |

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federai Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal: |__________ 1

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: Dennis R. Poshard_____________________________________  Phone 465-3900
Division Special Assistant to Commissioner_________________________  Date/Time 3/6/03 8:59 AM
Approved by: Commissioner Mike Barton________________________________ Date 3/6/2003________
Agency Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities______

(RoviJOd 9/2002 OMB) Page 1 O f___1_
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C O M M I T T E E

M E M B E R S

Rep. Jim Holm 
Co-Chair 

Room 110 
465-3466

Rep. Beverly Masek 
Co-Chair 
Room 403 
465-2679

Rep. Hugh Fate 
Room 128 
465-4976

Rep. Choryil Heinze 
Room 416 
465-4930

Rep. Mary Kapsner 
Room 424 
465-4942

H O U S E  T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  C O M M IT T E E
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 17 

465-4858

M a rc h  1 8 ,2 0 0 3

W h e re a s  o n  M a rc h  1 1 ,2 0 0 3 ,  o u r  c o m m it te e  h o a rd  H B  1 47 , “ T H E  

W I L L I A M  R A N S O M  W O O D  C E N T E N N I A L  B R I D G E  I N  F A I R B A N K S .  ”

a n d  u n a n im o u s ly  m o v e d  it f ro m  o u r  c o m m it te e ,  a n d

W h e re a s  S B  7 7 , th e  id e n t ic a l c o m p a n io n  S e n a te  b ill, h a s  p a s s e d  th e  

S e n a te  a n d  is  n o w  a s s ig n e d  to  o u r  H o u s e  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  C o m m it te e ,

W e  th e re fo re  re q u e s t th a t  S B  7 7  b e  w a iv e d  fro m  ih e  H o u s e  

T ra n s p o r ta t io n  C o m m it te e .

dlSWi'fy ~~)T7
C o -C h a ir  M a s e k

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Fate- R e p re s e n ta t iv e  H e in z e

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  K a p s n e r

LM JjUA
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  K o o k e s h

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  K o h r in g



DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF M-ASKA State Capit
FAX (907) 465-2029 Juneau, Alaska 99801-111P
Mail Stop 3101 Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 3*9

L E G A L  S E R V IC E S

M E M O R A N D U M  March 13,2003

SUBJECT: Referral o f measure, waiver by committee
(Uniform Rules 24(b) and 39(b))

TO: Senator Gary Wilken
Attn: Sheila Peterson

FROM: Tamara Brandt Cook
Director o f Legal Services . f J

/ \ V

You have asked whether a hearing must be held on a bill before it is calendared. The 
Un'form Rules prescribe the procedure to be followed in consideration o f a bill. Under 
Rule 39(b) a bill is read in first reading and then referred by the presiding officer to at 
least one committee. There is no explicit requirement that a bill be heard by a committee, 
although this seems implicit in the requirement o f referral. However, note also that under 
Rule 48(d) a bill may be discharged from committee upon motion by any member "at any 
time." Clearly, a bili might be discharged before any hearing is had under this Rule, so it 
would be incorrect to read the referral requirement o f Rule 39(b) as also requiring, by 
implication, a hearing in committee.
Waiver o f a bill from committee by the chair is not actually addressed in the Uniform 
Rules, but it has the same end result as a motion to discharge. Thus, a motion to waive a 
bill from committee is perfectly proper under Rule 48(d) and has been frequently used. If 
a bill receives only one committee referral and if the chair waives that referral, then the 
bill could go directly to the Rules Committee for calendaring.
The question o f whether a bill should be heard before calendaring is a matter of 
judgment. Depending upon the circumstances, the body may conclude that the policy 
issues contained in a particular bill have been adequately aired. I f  a member believes that 
a bill should be heard rather than having the committee referral waived, an objection may 
be made to the waiver motion. In addition, the body itself may add referrals to a bill by 
majority vote o f the full membership. However, there have been many cases in the past, 
particularly i f  a committee has already held hearings on an identical companion bill, 
when the House or Senate has acquiesced to waiver o f a bill and acted upon it without a 
committee hearing.
You also ask about possible application o f the requirement that a bill receive at least one 
"do pass" before it may automatically go to the Rules Committee for calendaring. That 
requirement is found in Uniform Rule 24(b) which states:



Senator Gary Wilken
March 13. 2003
Page 2

RULE 24. Committee Referral and Action, (b) When a bill is 
reported back by a committee without at least one "Do Pass", unless the 
bill has a subsequent referral or referrals o f record, the presiding officer 
shall put the question "Shall the bill be referred to the Rules Committee 
for placement on the calendar for second reading notwithstanding the 
report o f the committee(s)?" I f  the bill has a subsequent referral or 
referrals o f record, the question shall not be put until the last committee 
has reported and unless all reports are without at least one "Do Pass". The 
question is debatable and i f  a majority o f the membership o f the house 
votes in the negative, the bill is lost.

Note that application o f this subsection is avoided when all committees o f referral waive 
the bill, and, therefore, never report the bill out.
TBC.med 
03-300,med
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Date Referred to Committee: March 4,2003

1 — - tion: -----

FURTHER REFERRALS:

Datciof Committee Action:
The TRANSPORTATION Committee considered: 
HOI SE BILL NO. 147
"An Act naming the Willinm Ransom Wood Centennial Bridge in Fairbanks." 
Recommends it be replaced with [ ] HCS or [ ] CS for.

HB 147
WILLIAM RANSOM WOOD CENTENNIAL BRIDGE

J
Ftjr Senate Bills with new title: [  ]  Technical Title [  ]  New Title: HCR_ [ ] Same Title [ ] New Title

[ ]/ attach amendmer's 
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House Bill 147 will name the Fairbanks Riverwalk Centennial Bridge in honor of 
Dr. William Ransom Wood.

In 1973, Dr. Wood retired as the President of the University of Alaska after 
thirteen years of service. One of two University of Alaska presidents who decided 
to stay in state, Dr. Wood openec an office in Fairbanks where international, 
state, local, and academic ideas and plans were given birth and manifested as 
parks, plazas, hospitals, and industrial and agricultural growth.

It is important to remember that Dr. Wood was not only an educator, but also a 
poet, a thinker, an advocate for economic development, and an advocate for 
individual responsibility and self-reliance. He also understood the requisite 
relationship between successful self-reliant individuals and a robust, prosperous 
community.

Dr. Wood inspired thousands of individuals around the world through his deeds 
and dedication for this place we call home. He also leaves a legacy of Alaskans 
and Fairbanksans who consider him a regional and local hero. This from a man 
who asked no more of life than to leave his community and state a little better 
than he found it. At that he succeeded.

As the executive director of Festival Fairbanks, he desired to commemorate the 
centennial of Fairbanks with a pedestrian bridge crossing the Chena River. By 
naming that bridge the William Ransom Wood Centennial Bridge, we will 
hopefully inspire future generations of Alaskans to ponder and aspire to Dr. 
Wood's simple yet magnificent legacy; to ask nothing more of life than to leave 
our state, our home, just a little better than we found it.
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William Ransom Wood was bora near Jacksonville, 
Illinois, on February 3, 1907. He earned his master’s and 
doctoral degrees in English from the University of Iowa. 
He served in the United States Navy from 1943 to 1946 . 
After active duty in World Wat II he returned to Evanston, 
Illinois, where he served as a college director and school 
superintendent. During the fifties he worked with the 
United States Office of Education as an education special­
ist until his selection as via president at the University of 
Nevada. He and his family came to Alaska in i 960 when 
he was named the fourth President of the University of 
Alaska. He retired in 1973.

For the past twenty-seven years, the author has spear­
headed a multitude of projects designed to improve the 
quality of life in the Interior as well as foster greater under­
standing about Alaska and its people. Through Festival 
Fairbanks, a non-profit organization he created in 1982-, 
tbe author has orchestrated conferences, beautification ef­
forts, books, meetings with foreign dignitaries and much 
more—all with an eye on positioning the Interior and 
Alaska in today’s international market. He is a proponent 
of Alaskan agriculture and mining, a champion for higher 
education and a supporter of the arts, athletics and numer­
ous charities. He continues to write a regular column for 
the Fairbanks Daily Ncws-Minet In the lasr seven years 
since Legacy o f  Dreams was published, he has been recog­
nized by many organizations. He was named to the Illinois 
College Athletic Hall of Fame in 1993, and presented that 
same year the seaquicentennial address of the Sigma Pi Lit­
erary Society of Illinois College. In 1996 he was named

laureate of the Alaska Business Hall of Fame and a Fellow 
of the Arctic Institute of North America. Most recently the 
Rotary International Board of Directors awarded him Ro­
tary’s highest honor; “The Service Above Self” Award; and 
the Chapel of the Four Chaplains gave him a Legion of 
Honor Lifetime Achievement Award. He serves the Alaska 
American Cancer Society, Alaska Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America and continues to be an active member of 
the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce and the 
Fairbanks Rotary Club.

This teacher, coach, poet, university president, mayor; 
nonprofit executive and citizen volunteer still calls Fair* 
banks, Alaska home—the land of the midnight sun, north­
ern lights and magnificent people.
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