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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 350(STA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:
Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES GATTO AND GRUENBERG

ABILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

WORK DRAFT

23-LS1324\Q
Luckhaupt
1/21/04

"An Act adding personal injury and death from arson in the first degree to the injuries

compensable by the Violent Crimes Compensation Board."”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.67.101 is amended to read:

Sec. 18.67.101. Incidents and offenses to which this chapter applies. The

board may order the payment of compensation in accordance with the provisions of

this chapter for personal injury or death that resulted from

(1) an attempt on the part of the applicant to prevent the commission of

crime, or to apprehend a suspected criminal, or aiding or attempting to aid a police

officer to do so, or aiding a victim of crime; or

(2) the commission or attempt on the part of one other than the

applicant to commit any of the following offenses:
(A) murder in any degree;
(B) manslaughter;
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(©) criminally negligent homicide;

(D) assault in any degree;

(E) kidnapping;
(F) sexual assault in any degree;
(G) sexual abuse of a minor;

(H) robbery in any degree;

(1) threats to do bodily harm; [OR]

(J) driving while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage,

inhalant, or controlled substance or another crime resulting from the operation
of a motor vehicle, boat, or airplane when the offender is under tire influence

ofan alcoholic beverage, inhalant, or controlled substance; or

CSHB 350(STa)

fK] arson in the first degree.
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Alaska State Legislature
House of Representatives

State Capitol

Official Business Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Representative Carl Gatto Representative Max Gruenberg

SPONSOR STATEMENT

CSHB 350 (State Affairs)
Compensation for Victims of Arson

Late last summer a home in Anchorage was severely damaged by a fire
deliberately set by an unknown perpetrator while the family was asleep.
Fortunately the family survived without injuiy. However many other arson
victims have not been so fortunate. Deliberately setting a fire that endangers
someone else is first-degree arson, a class Afelony. Current Alaska law does
not include first-degree arson on the list of crimes for which victims may receive
compensation from the Violent Crimes Compensation Board (VCCB). CSHB
350 (State Affairs) simply adds arson to the list of crimes for which victims may

receive compensation.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):

Title An act relating to adding personal inju
and property damange from arson.

Sponsor Representatives Gatto, Gruenberg

Requester House State Affairs Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other PFD Criminal Fund
TOTAL 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost:

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version: HB 350
() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected] Administration
_RDU Violent Crimes Compensation. Board
Component Violent Crimes Compensation. Board

Component No. 2694

(Thousands of Dollars)

FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata papa if necessary)

HB 350 would add arson as a compensable crime and property damage as a compensable loss under AS
18.67. Only the most serious of arson cases (first degree) would be eligible for consideration by the Violent
Crimes Compensation Board. These cases would compete with other eligible applicants for available grant

payments.

Prepared by:  Susan L. Browne, Administrator
Division Violent Crimes Compensation Bogpn

Approved by: Commissioner Mike Miller
Agency Department of Administration'”-

(Revised 9/2003 OMB)

Phone 465-3040
Date/Time 1/16/04 4:03 PM

Date 1/16/2004
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Continuedfrom A*1
with information is asked to call
police. The first fire occurred
at a green ranch-style. house at
4211E. Third Ave.

Miles, an East High fresh-
man, was getting ready for
school around Ga.mi when he
heard a crash near the front of
his home. He thought it might
the cats at first, said his great-
grandmother, Nichols, but when
he opened the front door, he
found flames covering the door-
way and a partially burned plas-
tic fuel can with kerosene in it
sitting on the porch. v

Miles rushed to wake his
family and then climbed out a
window with his aunt’s fiance
and turned a hose on the fire.
They found the garage engulfed
in flames.

Nichols said her family has
lived in the house for more than
30 years. They used the garage
for storage. There was little
they could do Monday but watch
as the family’s Hawaiian cul-
tural items, photographs, golf
clubs, tools, clothes, luggage
and other items burned.

All four people iii the house

Tuesday, September 30, 2003

— three adults and Miles — got
out safely.. Firefighters were dis-
patched at 6:18 a.m. and were
able-to contain the blaze to.the
garage and attic, but there was
smoke damage in the house, the
family said.

Miles’ father, Trevis Kordus,
picked through the charred,
soggy mess Monday afternoon.
A plumber and golf pro, he
wasn't home at the time of the
fire; he had spent the night in
Wasilla after a golf tournament
Sunday in Palmer.

"It’s amazing that everyone
got out OK,” he said.

Miles said he doesn’t consid-
er himselfa hero.

“ljust consider myselfin the
right place at the right time to
save my family — especially
my grandmother,” he said. “She
was sleeping right next tolhe
garage.”

Kordus said the family will
probably stay with relatives
for the immediate future. After
that, lie’s not syre what theyl
do. The family had insurance,
but not enough to cover dam-
age that Kempton estimated at
$145,000.

B ACK PAGE

“Yfountain View area fires

Police are/seeking a 5-foot-5,120-pound, female who was seen In the area

Kogjissajd had numerous
photoallums and his son's mem:
orabilia fromas far back as kin
dergarten storedin the garage,
"Pretty much half my life is
gone now,” he said, “Stuff that..;,:, * Time: 7:02 am
you can't replace with money.”, « Where: 521 N. Klevln St;
Minutes after firefighters~!e Typoiofire: Van m
were dispatched to the house = i |~
fire,a flurry ofothercallss t a r t e d P . di
coming in from Mountain View.1 : -
Outside a ranch-style house . Wv
at 4107 Thompson Ave., a Chev-v ?
rolet Celebritywas torched down
toits metal frame. Down an alley,

windows were gone, and copper”. !
wires lituig in a tangled mess ,
where the dash used to be.'

About a block away, a fire in
a red Jeep Cherokee parked on
tne street near 402 N. Klevin
burned into a seat cushion. The .
rest of the Jeep did not catch
fire, but burn marks were visi-'
ble around the gas tank.
m Near 4304 'Parsons Ave.,. a

trash bin and a Chevrolet S-iO.«: ®A sofalsitting outside an
pickup were torched. The fire apartment'building at 605 N.
melted the camper shell on the Hoyt St. also was set on fire,

truck., _Kempton said,

sibtcdl.Ancltorofio'pro™nd Polleq Uoporlfenl rpnorts

¢ TImo:6:#am
« Whorp: Near43b4:Pdrso.ns Ave.
+ Type of.flre: Truck anddumpster

Time: 6:43am . /.
* VWhoro: 605 N. Hoyt St.:
* Type offire: Trash/sofa.

* Type of fire House

LNQSTRQM/ Anchowao Daily Npwt

Damage to the vehicles and

their contents is estimated at
$120,000,’W ptoh said.
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FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OFADMINISTRATION P.0. BOX 110230
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99311-0230
PHONE: (907) 465-3040
TOLL FREE:  1-800-764-3040
VIOLENT CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD FAX: (907) 465-2379

January 20, 2004

Representative Bruce Weyhrauch, Chair, House State Affairs
Representative Jim Holm, Vice-Chair, House State Affairs
Representative John Coghill, House State Affairs
Representative Bob Lynn, House State Affairs
Representative Paul Seaton, House State Affairs
Representative Ethan Berkowitz. House State Affairs
Representative Max Gruenberg, House State Affairs - Co-sponsor HB350
Representative Carl Gatto - Co-sponsor HB350

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska

RE: HB350
Adding arson to AS 18.67

Dear Honorable Chair Weyhrauch, Honorable Vice-Chair Holm, Honorable Members of
the House State Affairs Committee, and Honorable Representative Gatto:

The Violent Crimes Compensation Board (Board) appreciates the opportunity to lend its
support for HB350. The toll violent crime takes on innocent victims in Alaska is
immense. HB350 would add arson as a compensable crime by the Board. Only the most
serious arson cases would be eligible for consideration.

While these cases would compete with other eligible applicants for awards out of the

Board's limited funds, there is little doubt arson victims suffer extreme losses. | urge you
to support this bill and applaud your efforts on behalf of Alaskan crime victims.

| am available to discuss this with you and will do my best to be available to you while
this bill is in your committee. | can be reached at work in VValdez at 907-834-6480 and at

home in Valdez at 907-835-2329.

Respectfully,

Gerad fGrodfrey
Chair

12-L6LH q Printed on recycled paper



VICTIM 1057 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite « Anchorage, AK 99503
C S (907) 278-0977 1-888-835-1213 « Fax: (907)258-0740 « e-mail: vfj@alaskalife.net

A United Wav Aeencv

January 20, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:
Regarding: letter in support of CSHB 350 (State Affairs)

Arson is a serious crime and not at all uncommon in the State of Alaska. Victims of arson
can be left with many scars, both physical and mental. The trauma can be devastating as
with any serious crime. The financial demands can be overwhelming. Too often these
victims are without any support or resources. Victims or Justice would like to offer our
support for CSHB 350 (State Affairs). If you have any further question please do not
hesitate to give me a call at 907-278-0986.

Donna Garner,
Executive Director
Victims for Justice, Inc.

* RECEIVED VIA EMAIL
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Anchorage Daily News (AK)
December 9, 1998

GASOLINE IGNITED FATAL BLAZE
BEACHFRONT ARSON CLAIMS 2ND VICTIM

Author: Don Hunter
Dalil%/ News Reporter
Sta

Edition: Final
Section: Nation
Page: Al

Estimated printed pages: 2

Article Text:

Asecond victim burned in the Beachfront Apartments arson has died in a Seattle hospital. Records of
the medical examiner there say the Hre started when someone broke a window, dumped gasoline inside

and lit it.

Jacqueline M Robinson, 30, died at 11:34 p.m. Monday at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle, a
hospital spokesman said. Coroner's records say she had suffered bums over 80 percent of her body in

the Thursday morning fire and died of complications from her injuries.

The fire's first victim was identified Tuesday by Anchorage investigators as 45-year-old Julius DuBose.
Authorities had declined to name DuBose until dental records could confirm his identity.

The arson at the East Anchorage ComPIex displaced six families, some 30 people in all. Several residents
said after the fire that investigators told them they suspected an apartment was firebombed. One
described hearing glass break and seeing a flash of light outside his upstairs window before an explosion

shook the building.

Witnesses said Robinson ran from Apartment 2 in flames about 4:45 a.m. Thursday. DuBose. screaming,
fell inside the living room. Residents of another ground-floor unit threw water on him and tried to pull
him to safety, but intense heat forced them back.

Fire department spokeswoman Kayle Foster said Tuesday the fire was ignited in a bedroom. Several
other people who were in the apartment at the time were able to escape.

Anchoragﬁ police and arson investigators have refused to discuss how the fire was set. But Foster, after
_r%earlng the King County, Wash., medical examiner's account of the fire's origin, said she could confirm
it.

The police and fire departments are collaborating on the investigation, and have asked anyone with
information about the crimes to call Crime Sto%:) ers or the arson hotline. The number for Crime
Stoppers is 561-7867. The arson hotline is 267-5060.

The fire was the second arson at the Beachfront in the last six weeks. On Oct. 25. two boys, ages 10 and
11, set fire to a car in a carport and the blaze spread to two other buildings in the complex, leaving 18
families homeless. The children were charged with arson and taken to McLaughlin Youth Center.

Reporter Don Hunter can be reached at dhunter@adn.com.
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June 7, 2001

Man attacks neighborhood, sets house ablaze
Neighbor holds suspect at gunpoint until troopers arrive

Author: S.J. Komamitsky
Anchorage D |y News
Staff

Edition: Final

Section: Nation

Page: Al

Estimated printed pages: 3
Attide Text:

Aman Wearin% single shoe and shouting about his plans to kill cats terrorized a Wasilla area
1rg_elghborhood ednesday, throwing rocks at hou'- s, tipping over garbage cans and setting a home on
ire.

The spree ended only after a neighbor pointed a rifle at the man.

Even so, it took two officers to get Gordon E. Samel, 39, of Wasilla into custody, Alaska State Troopers
said. They hit him with a Tazer, a device that shoots a nonlethal Jolt of electricity, and had to wrestle him
to the ground, said Sgt. Robert Cox.

Samel, who has been arrested several times over the past 20 Iyears, was being held Wednesday at
Mat-Su Pre-Trial Facility in Palmer, He was first taken to Valley Hospital in part because he told officers
he had taken drugs, Cox said. He likely will face charges of arson and resisting arrest, Cox said.

Fire officials estimated damage to a two sto(i)y A-frame on Caribou Loop near the intersection of Seldon
and Wasilla-Fishhook roads at about $60,000.

Shirley Durling, who lives at the home with her two young sons, said Wednesday evening she was still in
shock. The deck and front of her home were scorched black, and tier roof was pocked with holes where
firefighters had punched through to get to the flames.

"It's been a really good neighborhood." Durling said. "I've never worried about my kids going out to play,
or anything. Itsjust really weird."

The problems for the neighborhood - a wooded residential area about three miles north of Wasilla -
started about 3 p.m. when Samel popped out of the trees, residents said.

He was wearing a T-shirt, sweats and a single sandal, said Clarence Copeland, 55, an ex-Marine and
truck driver who was raking his yard at the time.

"He was mumbling to himself and he said that he was going to kill my cats.” Copeland said. "l told him,
'l don't have any cats."

He then started walking down the road, but not before tipping Copeland's trash cans over.

He then went next door to Durling’s home and started throwing rocks at it. Copeland told his wife.

/O /oA M/ 7 nx
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Barbara, to call 911.

While she was on the Phone with police dispatchers, Clarence CoEeIand saw the man grab a can of
gasoline off Durling's front deck. He sloshed the liquid on the deck and lighted it on fire.

Copeland yelled to his wife, who relayed the news to dispatchers.
"I said, 'Oh my god, he lit the house on fire, "' she said.

The man then ran back to the street and starting running up and down the gravel road, she said.

"He was yelling, 'l didn't set it. | didn't set it," " she said.
Meanwhile, flames were shooting up the front of the cedar-sided home, Barbara Copeland said.

Then Samel started walking up the Copeland's driveway.

Copeland told his wife to get his gun. She grabbed the biggest one she could find —a .243 caliber rifle
with a scope.

What she didn't know was that it was unloaded. Her husband realized that soon after she handed it to
him, but pretended it was loaded anyway.

He pointed the rifle at Samel and told him to leave. Samel slowly started backing up.

About the time he got to the end ofthe drivewa%/, two troopers rolled up in patrol cars, Cl; rence
Copeland said. They tried to wrestle Samel to the ground, but he fought back, and they hit him with the

Tazer, Copeland said.

That was enough to qhet him into handcuffs, but even then he kept fi%htin , Cox said. They were still
wrestling with him when fire crews showed up. said Central Mat-Su Fire ChiefJack Krill.

Finally the officers Igot Samel into a patrol car, where he proceeded to kick out the back passenger side
window, Cox said. Broken glass from the window lay in the ditch next to the road Wednesday evening.

Durling, who was at work when a neighbor called to tell her that her house was on fire, said she arrived
shortly after Samel was arrested.

r(‘Jfﬁcers asked her to look at him to see if she recognized him. She didn't. But what she did see scared
er.

"HeJust looked at me," she said. "It was really creepy. Just his eyes. You could tell he was on
something."

Durling, whu has lived in the neighborhood for past nine years, had no explanation for the attack on her
home. She doesn't even own cats, she said, only a small "mutt" named Fritz.

Officers were at a loss as well, although Cox noted troopers had responded to numerous strange calls
Wednesday.

"It's a full moon," he said. "I checked."

Reporter S.J. Komarnitsky can be reached at skomamitsky@adn.com or 352-6711.
Copyright (¢ 2001, Anchorage Daily News
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Anchorage Daily News (AK)
November 17, 1999
ARSON SUSPECTED IN WASILLA BLAZE

Author: Karen Aho
Dal1l¥ News Reporter
Str

Edit on: Final
Sect) in: Metro
Page B2

Estir :ated printed pages: 2
Article Text:
Alaska State Troopers are investigating an arson that gutted a teacher's house in Wasilla early Tuesday.

William Sterns. 49. woke about 3:45 a.m. to a thud on the ﬂorch, firefighters said. He found the lower
level of his Willow Road home illuminated by flames through the front windows.

"l did what anybody would do at that time, grabbed a fewessentials and bolted," Stems said.

He dialed 911 on his r[1)ortable phone as he ran out the back door and around the front of his house to
move the truck, which was about 10 feet from the flames.

Troopers arrived minutes later and put out much of the fire with portable extinguishers, but the flames
%)read through the wall and up into the eaves of the two-story frame house, Central Mat-Su Fire
epartment Battalion Chief Michael Keenan said.

Troopers called the fire an arson but would not say what was used to start it. pending an investigation.

Stems, who has taught government and politics at Wasilla High School for 15 years, said he has no
reason to believe he was the target of a personal attack.

'tmque hasn't been any agitated interaction, adverse relations with kids." he said. "There’s nothing like
at.

Damage was estimated at $50,000.

"It could be a mistaken location," trooper Sgt. Dennis Ponder said. "Obviously someone intended
someone harm."

Reporter Karen Aho can be reached at kaho@adn.com.

Copyright () 1999, Anchorage Daily News
ReggrdgNur(n)ber: 55302 J Y
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victim compensation in each state by crime category for FFY2002; Table 4, on page 16, shows
the number of claims paid by crime category and by state.

Spending for Grants in Alaska

According to the report on the Victim Assistance Program submitted by the Council on Domestic
Violence and Sexual Abuse for 2002, Alaska spent $6.9 million for assistance, projects and
served more than 5,000 victims.17 Almost 93 percent of those persons were victims of child

abuse, domestic violence, and sexual abuse.

During that same time period, according to the Violent Crimes Compensation Board's report on
the Victim Compensation Program, Alaska provided almost $1.3 million in compensation to about
500 victims of crimes.18 Of that amount, about 60 percent went to victims of assault, sexual
assault, and child abuse. Approximately 12 percent went to victims of drunk drivers and other
vehicular crimes. The remaining amount (approximately 30 percent) compensated victims of all
other crimes, including robbery and homicide.

A report from the Office for Victims of Crime shows that Alaska was allocated just over $1.2
million for victim assistance grants and about $500,000 for victim compensation by the

Department of Justice for FFY2003.19

Crime Statistics in Alaska

Although it may seem as if a serious bias exists in the granting of funds for victim assistance, it
may also be helpful to look at crime statistics in Alaska. According to the Bureau of Justice
Statistics, Alaska ranked first in the nation for forcible rape in 2001 (per 100,000 population).20 in
2001, the rate for forcible rape nationwide was 31.8 rapes per 100,000 population— Alaska's rate
was 78.9. In comparison, Alaska ranked eighth for aggravated assault, 18th for murder and
nonnegligent manslaughter, 34Ihfor robbery, and 18Ihfor all violent crimes.

17"2002 Alaska State Wide Assistance Report," Victims of Crime Act Victim Compensation Grant Program, U.S.
Department of Justice. http://wvAV.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/fund/sbsmap/oveplakl.htm (accessed December 2, 2003).

'+ 2002 Alaska Statewide Compensation Report," Victims of Crime Act Victim Compensation Grant Program, U.S.
Department of Justice, nttp://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/fund/sbsmap/ovcepakl.htm (accessed December 2, 2003).

182003 Crime Victims Fund Allocations," Office 1or Victims of Crime, U.S. Department of Justice, w .,;h 3, 2003,
http://Iwww.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc (accessed December 3, 2003).

20"Table 3.113: Rank order of Stales according to rates (per 100,000 population) ol violent crime, murder and
nonnegligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault, 2001," SOURCEBOOK of Criminal Justice
statistics Online, Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice, nttpviwww.ojp.usdoj.govibjs/sourcebook.htm
(accessed December 15, 2003). Statistics tor 2001 are the most recent numbers available.
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Table 3: Victim Compensation Grant-Amounts Spent by State in FFY 2002, by Crime category

Other Kid-

State Assault Homicide :gz:uallt ACbhu”sde DWI/DUI Vg?iir;:lélsar Stalking Robbery  Terrorism napping, Arson Other Total
Alabama $3,095.1 $1,680.6 $360.1 $191.1 $54.3 $282.1 $1.9 $154.8 $0.0 $5.0 $0.0 $177.8 $6,002.0
Alaska $669.0 $183.4 $34.8 $42.0 $94.6 $60.5 $13.6 $64.8 $0.0 $4.4  $10.6 $88.9" $1,266.6
Arizona $1,123.7 $937.9 $110.4 $154.6 $168.4 $123.6 $2.6 $27.3 $2.2 $7.0 $0.4 $71.6 $2,729.7
Arkansas $1,284.1 $483.3 $55.2 $180.6 $158.0 $39.7 $0.0 $20.6 $25.0 $0.0 $0.3 $0.0 $2,246.8
California $67,761.5  $22,059.9 $5,876.6 $27,746.7  $4,911.3  $6,574.3 $586.0  $5483.5  $1,680.4 §4659  $245  $2,495.2 $145,674.8

$5 126 8 $852.7 $483.3  §1,633.3 $597.3  §1,009.7 $45.2 $89.7 $0.7 $44.9 $9.0 $490.5 $10,473.1

Connecticut $981.2 $903.0 $66.7 $95.9 $53.6 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 50.0 $1.1 $0.0 $2,101.5
Delaware $785.4 $213.7 $55.6 $46.0 $133.9 $68.9 $0.0 $21.5 $0.0 $0.0 $5.8 $536 8 $1,867.6
Dislrict of Columbia $2,734.0 $1,172.1 $41.5 $382.7 $0.0 $221.0 $0.0 $0.0 $2.2 $0.0 $3.6 $0.0 $4,557.1
Florida $10,993.0 $3,415.2 $678.4 $336.1  $1,667.3  $1,283.4 $37.6  $1,002.1 $0.0 $12.4 $1.5 $373.8 $19,830.8
Georgia $2,866.0 $747.7 $106.7 $166.1 $175.0 $87.9 $0.0 . $4.2 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $4,153.6
$704 1 $54.6 $90.3 $205.4 $0.0 $19.0 $0.0 $0.0 50.0 $19.7 $0.0 $21.2 $1,120.3

ldaho $1,091.6 $148.7 $90.2 $262.4 $308.8 $111.3 $3.2 $13.5 $0.0 $22.2 $0.0 $15.1 $2,067.0
llinois $15,383.1 $5,001.1 $308.8 $340.8 $308.9 50.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $17.1 $47  $2,019.1 $23,383.6
Indiana $598.9 $263.1 $437.1 $435.5% $21.5 $17.0 $0.0 $16.8 $0.0 $0.5 $3.4 $127.4 $1,921.2
lowa $2,104.7 $522.7 $107.1 $252.3 $153.6 $221.5 $3.3 $73.4 $0.0 $13.1 $1.3 $112.7 $3,571.7
Kansas $1,992.0 $324.2 $84.6 $204.6 $100.5 $43.3 $0.0 $61.2 $0.0 $5.1 $6.4 $1.9 $2,823.8
$766.1 $259.0 $8.7 $14.6 517.4 $0.0 $0.9 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $1,066.7

Louisiana $724.0 $555.2 $46.3 $29.1 $100.7 $20.3 $1.0 $93.1 $0.0 $5.2 $0.0 $3.1 $1,578.0
Maine $114.1 $50.6 $22.8 $47.6 $29.3 $0.0 $2.0 $5.1 $0.0 $1.2 $0.0 $5.0 $211.7
Maryland $3,457.0 $677.6 $23.4 $9.6 $14.5 $18.5 50.0 $23.7 $0.0 $0.0  $27.7 $0.0 $4,252.0
Massachusetts $1,524.5 $767.0 $227.2 $166.1 $254.0 $37.1 $8.8 $12.7 $520.4 $11.6 $0.0 $25.3 $3,554.7
Michigan $1,219.8 $298.7 $47.0 $6.2 $10.2 $2.8 $0,0 $267.1 $0.0 $0.0 $1.2 $0.0 $1,853.0
$1 575 4 $840.2 $81.0 $232.5 $406.6 $0.0 $1.6 $117.5 $0.0 $38.3 $7.4 $3.9 $3,304.4

Mississippi $916.7 $548.2 $18.1 $20.7 $88.0 $24.8 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.9 $0.0 $0.0 $1,617.4
Missouri $4,293.2 $1,551.3 $122.2 $149.0 $180.3 $319.8 $1.5 $563.9 $0.0 $0.0 $5.5 $63.3 $7,250.0
Montana $655.0 $79.7 $31.6 $91.5 $80.2 $12.5 $6.4 $0.0 $0.0 $1.5 $0.0 $0.0 $958.4
Nebraska $153.6 $46.8 *$4.4 $7.5 $5.0 $0.0 $0.0 $11.4 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $228.7
Nevada $295.0 $31.0 $22.7 $0.0 $11.7 $15.0 50.0 $18.4 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $36.3 $430.1
$1430 $61.4 $74.7 $32.5 $9.1 517.2 $12.2 $4.7 $0.0 $0.0  $10.0 $2.9 $367.7

New Jersey $3,054.6 $1,045.9 $325.7 $265.2 $136.7 $0.0 $0.0 $96.2  $7,311.8 $0.7 $4.0 $10.8  $12,251.6
New Mexico $767.9 $276.1 57.9.5 $164.7 $109.4 $0.0 $0.0 50.0 $0.0 $19.5 $0.0 $30.7 $1,447.8
New York $10,873.4 $3,431.7 $597.6 $974.7 $675.7 $332.1 $36.1 $622.6 $29,889.7 $21.7  $16.1 $3,559.4 $51,030.8
North Carolina $6,121.3 $1,403.3 $177.9 $213.5 $298.9 578.7 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $8,293.6
North Dakota $187.7 $5.7 $6.5 $20.3 $6.9 $25.6 $1.1 $0.0 $0.7 $0.0 $0.0 $13.4 $267.9
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Table 4: Victim Compensation Grant-Num ber of Claims Paid by State in FFY 2002, by Crime Category

Other
State Assault Homicide Sexual Child bW/ Vehicular Stalking Robbery Terrorism Kidnappir;g Arson Other Total
Assault Abuse DUI Crimes

Alabama 920 374 620 167 13 104 6 63 0 0 0 2,273
Alaska 259 68 30 76 21 4 2 20 0 5 19 513
Arizona 458 229 69 174 57 20 5 22 0 10 1 52 1,097
Arkansas 580 134 59 274 36 20 0 6 1 0 1 0 1,111
California 20,490 5,358 3,324 17,463 916 1,093 294 1,692 200 237 15 1,289 52,371
Colorado 4,233 480 745 3,357 273 416 98 198 1 61 12 725 10,599
Connecticut 389 127 30 67 27 0 0 0 1 0 641
Delaware 185 36 9 42 18 8 0 7 71 384
District of Columbia 939 356 49 313 0 32 0 0 1 0 3 0 1,693
Florida 5,677 633 903 625 287 339 40 687 0 10 3 200 i,jiz
Georgia 880 258 80 154 41 22 0 3 0 0 0 0 ,693
Hawaii 487 16 a7 123 0 2 0 0 0 4 0 14

Idaho 492 41 119 495 57 19 3 8 0 9 0 13 1,256
lllinois 1,965 730 92 a4 38 0 0 0 0 6 5 396 3,236
Indiana 510 116 595 1,014 21 18 0 7 0 1 6 41 2,329
lowa 1,189 171 171 406 37 69 9 34 0 16 5 92 2,199
Kansas 490 101 70 218 30 10 0 17 0 2 6 2 2411:
Kentucky 196 84 11 21 6 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 o0
Louisiana 289 161 59 59 21 8 1 30 0 7 0 4

Maine 104 18 24 58 0 2 0 1 0 5 Zi;
Maryland 440 151 6 6 2 0 0 0 6 0 022
Massachusetts 267 126 38 9 4 2 0 0 0 1 g -
Michigan 425 221 30 55 37 9 0 0 6 0

Minnesota 901 200 69 220 83 0 2 54 0 14 J1 s 1,57322
Mississippi 425 221 30 55 37 9 0 0 0 6 0

Missouri 703 279 130 119 31 57 1 68 0 0 2 12 1,403
Montana 246 41 12 135 1 1 7 0 0 3 0 0 453
Nebraska 36 12 2 5 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 6C
Nevada 809 112 421 32 63 54 0 149 0 0 0 31 1,671
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Anon tajwy dais

Subject: Arson injury stats
Date: Wed, 21 Jan 200414:41:40 -0900
From: Jodie Hettrick <jodie_hettrick@dp8.state.ak.us>
To: keUyjHcolello <keUy_nicoleilo@dp3.atate.ak.us>

Kelly,

Weé found the following stats -

2001 -4injuries - 2 incidents

5008 -Linlunies - f Incidents (2003 stats are incomplete so far)

Jodie

1/21/2004 3:24 Pa
1lof |
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([;gﬂe Referred to Committee: January 26,2004 FURTHER REFERRALS:
Date of Committee Action: SsUH?L-

The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: HB 351
HOUSE BILL NO. 351 CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTION DEVICES

"An Act relating to the devices, including carbon monoxide detection devices, required in dwellings; and
providing for an effective date."”

Recommends it be replaced with [ JHCS or [ CS for.
For Senate Bills with new title: [ ] Technical Title [ ] New Title: HCR [ 1Same Title [ ] New Title

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to Committee
[ ] Letter of Intent Committee
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: HB351-LAW-C&FB-1-20-
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 351
() Publish Date:
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: LAW
Title "An Act relating to carbon monoxide detection RDU Civil
devices..." Component Commercial & Fair Business
Sponsor Representatives Gatto & Gruenberg
Requester House Labor & Commerce Component No.
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Sen/ices
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( n n
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill Is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill amends AS 18.70 by requiring that carbon monoxide detection devices be installed and
maintained in all qualifying dwelling units in the state.

Passage or this legislation will not have a foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

Prepared by: Kathryn A. Daughhetee, Director Phone 465-3673
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 1/20/04 5:03 PM
Approved by: Kathryn Daughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes, Attorney General Date 1/20/2004
Agency Department of Law

(Revised 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB351-DPS-FP-1-20-04
0 Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Public Safety

Title Carbon Monoxide Detection Devices RDU Fire Prevention
Component Fire Prev. Operations

Sponsor Rep. Gatto

Requester House Labor & Commerce Component No. 494

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES i 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ! 0.0 [ 0.0
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) j
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cos*: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill Is included In the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: |

POSITIONS

Full-time 0 0 0 0
Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page ifnecessaiy)
The bill requires carbon monoxide detectors to be installed in all "qualifying" dwelling units in the state.

HB 331 will have minimal fiscal impact to the Fire Prevention program. There will be a slight increase in
responsibilities for building plan review for compliance in 4-plex and larger dwelling units.

Phone 269-5491

Prepared by: Gary Powell. Director
Date/Time 1/20/04 10:05AM

Division Fire Prevention
Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske Date 1/20/2004
Agency Department of Public Safety

(Revised 12/2003 OM3) Page 1 of 1



Alaska State Legislature
House of Representatives

State Capitol

Official Business Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Representative Carl Gatto Representative Max Gruenberg

SPONSOR STATEMENT

CSHB 351 (Labor & Commerce)
Carbon Monoxide Detection Devices

The recent deaths of an Anchorage family from carbon monoxide poisoning in
their home has prompted introduction of House Bill 351 that will require
carbon monoxide detectors to be installed and maintained in most Alaskan
homes. This bill adds carbon monoxide detection devices to the requirement in
Alaska state statute (AS 18.70.095) that homeowners install and maintain
smoke detectors and adds that landlords shall install the devices to be
maintained by their tenants.

According to the Journal of the American Medical Association, carbon monoxide
poisoning is the leading cause of accidental poisoning in America annually,
claiming the lives of 1,500-2,000 people in the United States and hospitalizing
an additional 10,000. Also, continuous exposure to low levels of carbon
monoxide can compromise the efficiency of young children's brains in
processing information.

Carbon monoxide detectors are essential because carbon monoxide is invisible
to the human senses—it is odorless, tasteless, colorless, and non-irritating.
Without a carbon monoxide alarm, one doesn't know they're being poisoned.

Representatives Carl Gatto and Max Gruenberg have co-introduced this bill in
order to help save Alaskan lives and to prevent long-term illnesses in children.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):
Carbon Monoxide Detection Devices

Title
Sponsor Gatto
Requester House L& C Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY 2005 FY 2006

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE

1302 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0

0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version: HB 351
() Publish Date:
Dept. Affected: HESS
[BRU
Component
Component No.
(Thousands of Dollars)
FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
0.0 0.0 0.0
(Thousands of Dollars)
0.0 0.0 0.0

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

(Attach a separate page it necessary)

ANALYSIS:

This bill has no fiscal impact.

Prepared by:
Division
Approved by:
Agency

(Revised 9/2003 OMB)

Phone

FY 2010

0.0

0.0

Date/Time 1/21/04 1:51 PM

Date 1/21/2004
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SatledrAlsda

Department of Public Safety
Division of

nraPremmiM

Frank H. Murkowski, Governor
William Tandeska, Commissioner

Testimony to HB 351 January 23, 2004

|was asked to provide he(IJo on sections 1(a), 4(d)(32(A), and provide an explanation
of how our office promoted the smoke detector law throughout the state in 1984,

HB 351

Section 1[a). Issue: Address the requireme<<.iof installing carbon monoxide detectors
in all hotel and motel rooms.

Discussion: 1. There is no data that supports the evidence of loss of life or mwr%/ n

hotels or motBls from carbon monoxide. There are no exceﬁn_ons to address hotels

and motels that have carbon based fuel systems but heat their rooms by an indirect
method such as hydronic in-floor or baseboard hot water.

Discussion: 2, Section 4(d)(1) defines Dwelling Unit according to A.S. 34.03.380. Itis
my opinion this definition only approaches "homes" and does not address hotels and
motels (There are some excéptions). Carbon monoxide detectors, unlike smoke
detectors, are not addressed in _ _ _

the building code. When the smoke detector law was put into place it was written to
address those locations that the building code did not cover. As written, hotels and
motels would require additional I_an%uage_ in this legislation to be addressed because
the requirement Is not identified in the building or fire code. We generally support the
installation of carbon monoxide detectors in hotels and motels that utilize carbon-
based fuel but have no data to document the loss of life or injury as we can in single

or multiple unit dwellings.

Section 4(d)(3)(A). Issue: Address the inclusion of all fuel types that emit carbon
monoxide.

Proposal: contains or is serviced by a carbon based fueled appliance or device that
produces by-products of combustion.

Discussion: This change in wording incorporates all fuel types that can produce
carbon monoxide and eliminates any product, device or fuel type loophole.

Office of tho Director
5700 East Tudor Rd. - Anchorage, AK 9B507 - Voice (607) 269-6491- Fax (907) 339-4375
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Implementation discussion: When the smoke detector requirement was written into
law the Division of Fire Prevention sent out mailers, had contests, spoke at
community functions and traveled the state to educate the public on the benefits and
requirements of mstallmg smoke detectors in their homes. Fortunately today we
have more efficient methodologies to "get the word out* without all thé assoCiated

costs of the past.

Under the existing budget and time constraints the Division of Fire Prevention would
maximize the use QfFU lic safety announcements and press releases through the
department’s Public Information Office. Other sources, such as media interviews
and free brochures from federal, private and manufacturer’s sources for public
distribution are already available. Additionally, local fire departments, private
business partnerships and the use of the internetwould be used to educate the
public. The Division of fire prevention would work with other state agencies to
dentify potential %_rant programs and resources to address the new requirement and
address the selection, placement and maintenance of the detectors through the
manufacture’s recommendations. Availability and variety of the carbon monoxide
detectors should increase dramatically as market conditions respond to the public's
increase in demand.

Other considerations: Enforcement of the new law will be problematic if not
impossible by the Division of Fire Prevention or local authorities In deferred
jurisdictions.” The hill is directed toward private homes and tenant spaces. A
person’s home is their castle, although we can ask to check if an appropriate carbon
monoxide detector has been placed in the home, access can be denied.

| believe that fiduciary requirements and insurance carriers will carry greater impetus
to install these detectors, once adopted as law, than any regulatory’agency.

Kelly Nicolello
Assistant State Fire Marshal

Office ofthe Director
S7Q0 East Tudor Rd. - Anchorage, AK 88607 - Volca (807) 268-6491- Fax (907) 338-4376
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M unicipality Anchorage, Alaska 99519-()<550
Telephone: (907) 267-49:56
o f Fax: 5\907) 267-4977
liUp:/AVAvw.nuuii.m)*
A nchorage . :
g Marie Beyich, Mayor

uku w.iwktmuxt
Aclinluisinil ton
100 IGum I'oiin li Avenue
Anehoru"c. Ak WW501

The Anchorage Fire Department is in support of House Bill No.351, “An
Act relating to the devices. Including carbon monoxide detection devices,
required in dwelling; and providing for an effective date.”

Carbon Monoxide is a colorless, odorless, invisible gas produced when
fossil fuels do not bum completely, or are exposed to heat (usually fire).
These fuels include wood, coal, charcoal, natural gas, gasoline, kerosene and
propane. Electrical appliances typically do not produce CO.

The Anchorage Fire Department finds that a properly installed and operating
Carbon Monoxide detector is an excellent means of protection from the
dangers of CO poisoning because it monitors the air and sounds a loud alarm
before Carbon Monoxide levels become threatening for average, healthy
adults. This allows precious time to leave a dwelling and correct the problem
before CO levels become life threatening. CO being invisible, odorless and
tasteless is not easily detected by means other than a properly installed and
operating detector.

The Anchorage Fire Department also recommends that smoke detectors as
well as CO detectors should be installed on each level of a dwelling, in each
bedroom of the dwelling and in hallways connecting such areas. This vital
warning equipment has a limited life and do require testing for proper
operation on a regular basis.

Thomas G. Kempton
Deputy Fire Chief, Information Officer
Anchorage Fire Department



Alaska CO Incidents

March 27, 2003

Evacuations, Rescues, CPR, 911; Citizens Honored for Lifesaving Acts
“Jean Schulte and Ron Harper, who evacuated 3 people suffering from serious
carbon monoxide poisoning from an Anchorage house in December 2002.”

-Anchorage Daily News

December 17, 2002

Headlines - Anchorage - Carbon monoxide injures 3

“Three people were rushed to the hospital Monday afternoon for carbon
monoxide poisoning, the second such incident in Anchorage in less than a week.
The three people were discovered inside 9203 Campbell Terrace Drive around
noon by an employer who had gone to the home because on of the people had not
shown up to work, said Anchorage Fire Department spokesman, Tom Kempton.
All 3 individuals were incoherent and disoriented, he said. A cracked heat
exchanger in a furnace is believed to be the cause of the carbon monoxide leak.”

-Anchorage Daily News
December 13, 2002

6 Saved From Gas Poisoning
“Six people, including 3 children, were rescued early Thursday morning after a

911 dispatcher realized a caller and her family were suffering carbon monoxide
poisoning during the call, fire officials said.” -Anchorage Daily News



y~arbon Monoxide Questions and Answers http:/AMamw.cpsc.gov/cpsg3ub/pubs/466.html

Consumer Product Safety Commission

Cardan Monoxide Questions and Answers

CPSC Document #466

1. What is carbon monoxide (CO) and how is it produced in the home?

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, poisonous gas. It is produced by the incomplete
burning of solid, liquid, and gaseous fuels. Appliances fueled with natural gas, liquified
petroleum (LP gas), oil, kerosene, coal, or wood may produce CO. Burning charcoal produces

CO. Running cars produce CO.

2. How many people are unintentionally poisoned by CO?

Every year, over 200 people in the United States die from CO produced by fuel-burning
appliances (furnaces, ranges, water heaters, room heaters). Others die from CO produced while
burning charcoal inside a home, garage, vehicle or tent. Still others die from CO produced by
cars left running in attached garages. Several thousand people go to hospital emergency rooms

for treatment for CO poisoning.

3. What are the symptoms of CO poisoning?

The initial symptoms of CO poisoning are similar to the flu (but without the fever). They include:

Headache

Fatigue

Shortness of breath
Nausea

Dizziness

°0 o

(]

o

Many people with CO poisoning mistake their symptoms for the flu or are misdiagnosed by
physicians, which sometimes results in tragic deaths.

4. What should you do to prevent CO poisoning?

° Make sure appliances are installed according to manufacturer's instructions and local building codes.
Most appliances should be installed by professionals. Have the heating system (including chimneys
and vents) inspected and serviced annually. The inspector should also check chimneys and flues for
blockages, corrosion, partial and complete disconnections, and loose connections.

° Install a CO detector/alarm that meets the requirements of the current UL standard 2034 or the
requirements of the IAS 6-96 standard. A carbon monoxide detector/alarm can provide added
protection, but is no substitute for proper use and upkeep of appliances that can produce CO. Install a

CO detector/alarm in the hallway near every separate sleeping area of the home. Make sure the
detector cannot be covered up by furniture or draperies.

o Never burn charcoal inside a home, garage, vehicle, or tent.
° Never use portable fuel-burning camping equipment inside a home, garage, vehicle, or tent.
° Never leave a car running in an attached garage, even with the garage door open.

Never service fuel-burning appliances without proper knowledge, skills, and tools. Always refer to the
owner's manual when performing minor adjustments or sen/icing fuel-burning appliances.

° Never use gas appliances such as ranges, ovens, or clothes dryers for heating your home.

° Never operate unvented fuel-burning appliances in any room with closed doors or windows or in any
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room where people are sleeping.

° Do not use gasoline-powered tools and engines indoors. If use is unavoidable, ensure that adequate
ventilation is available and whenever possible place engine unit to exhaust outdoors.

5. What CO level is dangerous to your health?

The health effects of CO depend on the level of CO and length of exposure, as well as each
individual's health condition. The concentration of CO is measured in parts per million (ppm).
Health effects from exposure to CO levels of approximately 1to 70 ppm are uncertain, but most
people will not experience any symptoms. Some heart patients might experience an increase in
chest pain. As CO levels increase and remain above 70 ppm, symptoms may become more
noticeable (headache, fatigue, nausea). As CO levels increase above 150 to 200 ppm,
disorientation, unconsciousness, and death are possible.

6. What should you do if you are experiencing symptoms of CO poisoning?

If you think you are experiencing any of the symptoms of CO poisoning, get fresh air
immediately. Open windows and doors for more ventilation, turn off any combustion appliances,
and leave the house. Call your fire department and report your symptoms. You could lose
consciousness and die if you do nothing. It is also important to contact a doctor immediately for
a proper diagnosis. Tell your doctor that you suspect CO poisoning is causing your problems.
Prompt medical attention is important if you are experiencing any symptoms of CO poisoning
when you are operating fuel-burning appliances. Before turning your fuel-burning appliances
back on, make sure a qualified serviceperson checks them for malfunction.

7. What has changed in CO detectors/alarms recently?

CO detectors/alarms always have been and still are designed to alarm before potentially
life-threatening levels of CO are reached. The UL standard 2034 (1998 revision) has stricter
requirements that the detector/alarm must meet before it can sound. As a result, the possibility
of nuisance alarms is decreased.

8. What should you do when the CO detector/alarm sounds?

Never ignore an alarming CO detector/alarm. If the detector/alarm sounds: Operate the reset
button. Call your emergency services (fire department or 911). Immediately move to fresh air -
outdoors or by an open door/window.

9. How should a consumer test a CO detector/alarm to make sure It Is working?

Consumers should follow the manufacturer's instructions. Using a test button, some
detectors/alarms test whether the circuitry as well as the sensor which senses CO is working,
whilevthe test button on other detectors only tests whether the circuitry is working. For those
units which test the circuitry only, some manufacturers sell separate test kits to help the
consumer test the CO sensor inside the alarm.

10. What Is the role of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) in preventing CO
poisoning?

CPSC worked closely with Underwriters Laboratories (UL) to help develop the safety standard
(UL 2034) for CO detectors/alarms. CPSC helps promote carbon monoxide safety awareness to
raise awareness of CO hazards and the need for regular maintenance of fuel-burning
appliances. CPSC recommends that every home have a CO detector/alarm that meets the
requirements of the most recent UL standard 2034 or the IAS 6-96 standard in the hallway near
every separate sleeping area. CPSC also works with industry to develop voluntary and
mandatory standards for fuel-burning appliances.

11. Do some cities require that CO detectors/alarms be Installed?

On September 15,1993, Chicago, Illinois became one of the first cities in the nation to adopt an
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ordinance requiring, effective October 1,1994, the installation of CO detectors/alarms in all new
single-family homes and in existing single-family residences that have new oil or gas furnaces.
Several other cities also require CO detectors/alarms in apartment buildings and single-family

dwellings.

12. Should CO detectors/alarms be used in motor homes and other recreational vehicles?

CO detectors/alarms are available for boats and recreational vehicles and should be used. The
Recreation Vehicle Industry Association requires CO detectors/alarms in motor homes and in
towable recreational vehicles that have a generator or are prepped for a generator.

Send the link for this page to a friend! Consumers can obtain this publication and additional publication information
from the Publications section of CPSC's web site or by sending your publication rr nuest to info@cpsc.Qov.

This document is in the public domain. It may be reproduced without change in part or whole by an individual or
organization without permission. If it is reproduced, however, the Commission would appreciate knowing how it is
used. Write the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Office of Information and Public Affairs, Washington,

D.C. 20207 or send an e-mail to info@cpsc.gov.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths,
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or
mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as
toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent
decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years.

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's

teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.aov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this
release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpsc.gov.
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Heg ety Aded QestiasAbout Carlbn
Moroxace Detetars

What is carbon monoxide (CO) and why do | need a carbon
monoxide detector?

Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless, tasteless and toxic gas produced as a by-product of
combustion. Any fuel burning appliance, vehicle, tool or other device has the potential to produce
dangerous levels of carbon monoxide gas. Examples of carbon monoxide producing devices commonly

in use around the home include:

* Fuel fired furnaces (non-electric)

Gas water heaters

Fireplaces and woodstoves

Gas stoves

Gas dryers

Charcoal grills

Lawnmowers, snowblowers and other yard equipment
Automobiles

The Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) reports that approximately 200 people per year are
killed by accidental CO poisoning with an additional 5000 people injured. These deaths and injuries are
typically caused by improperly used or malfunctioning equipment aggravated by improvements in
building construction which limit the amount of fresh air flowing in to homes and other structures.

While regular maintenance and inspection of gas burning equipment in the home can minimize the
potential for exposure to CO gas, the possibility for some type of sudden failure resulting in a potentially
life threatening build up of gas always exists.

What are the medical effects of carbon monoxide and how do |
recognize them?

Carbon monoxide inhibits the blood's ability to carry oxygen to body tissues including vital organs such
as the heart and brain. When CO is inhaled, it combines with the oxygen carrying hemoglobin of the
blood to form carboxyhemoglobin. Once combined with the hemoglobin, that hemoglobin is no longer
available for transporting oxygen. How quickly the carboxyhemoglobin builds up is a factor of the
concentration of the gas being inhaled (measured in parts per million or PPM) and the duration of the
exposure. Compounding the effects of the exposure is the long half-life of carboxyhemoglobin in the
blood. Half-life is a measure of how quickly levels return to normal. The half-life of carboxyhemoglobin
is approximately 5 hours. This means that for a given exposure level, it will take about 5 hours for the
level of carboxyhemoglobin in the blood to drop to half its current level after the exposure is terminated.

The following table describes the symptoms associated with a given concentration of COHb:
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% COHb Symptoms and Medical Consequences

10% No symptoms. Heavy smokers can have as much as 9% COHb.
15% Mild headache.

25% Nausea and serious headache. Fairly quick recovery after

treatment with oxygen and/or fresh air.
30% Symptoms intensify. Potential for long term effects

especially in the case of infants, children, the elderly,
victims of heart disease and pregnant women.

45% Unconsciousness.

50% + Death.

Since one can't easily measure COHDb levels outside ofa medical environment, CO toxicity levels are
usually expressed in airborne concentration levels (PPM) and duration of exposure. Expressed in this
way, symptoms of exposure can be stated as follows:

PPM CO Time Symptoms

35 PPM 8 hours Maximum exposure allowed by OSHA in the
workplace over an eight hour period.

200 PPM 2-3 hours Mild headache, fatigue, nausea and dizziness.

400 PPM 1-2 hours Serious headache- other symptoms intensify.

Life threatening after 3 hours.

800 PPM 45 minutes Dizziness, nausea and convulsions.
Unconscious within 2 hours. Death within 2-3
hours.

1600 PPM 20 minutes Headache, dizziness and nausea. Death within
1 hour.

3200 PPM 5-10 minutes Headache, dizziness and nausea. Death within
1 hour.

6400 PPM 1-2 minutes Headache, dizziness and nausea. Death within

25-30 minutes.

12,800 PPM 1-3 minutes Death.

As can be seen from the above information, the symptoms vary widely based on exposure level,
duration and the general health and age on an individual. Also note the one recurrent theme that is most
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significant in the recognition of carbon monoxide poisoning- headache, dizziness and nausea. These ‘flu
like' symptoms are often mistaken for a real case of the flu and can result in delayed or misdiagnosed

treatment. When experienced in conjunction with a the sounding of a carbon monoxide these symptoms
are the best indicator that a potentially serious buildup of carbon monoxide exists. This comment will be

returned to later.

What are the different types of carbon monoxide detectors and
how do they work?

There are a number of different types and brands of carbon monoxide detectors on the market today;
They can be most easily characterized by whether they operate on household current or batteries.
Underlying this, in most cases, is the type of sensor employed in the detectors operation. Detectors using
household current typically employ some type of solid-state sensor which purges itself and resamples
for CO on a periodic basis. This cycling of the sensor is the source of its increased power demands.
Detectors powered by batteries typically use a passive sensor technology which reacts to the prolonged

exposure to carbon monoxide gas.

Are some types of detectors better than others? How do | select
the hest detector for me?

Regardless of the type of sensor used all detectors sold on the market today should conform to minimum
sensitivity and alarm characteristics. These characteristics have been defined and are verified by
Underwriters Laboratory in their standard for carbon monoxide detectors UL 2034. This standard was
most recently revised in June of 1995 and went into effect in October of 1995. This revision specified
additional requirements regarding identification of detector type, low-level (nuisance) alarm sensitivity
and alarm silencing. Under no circumstances should one purchase a detector that is not UL listed.

Each of the two types of detectors mentioned previously has applications in the home along with
associated advantages and disadvantages. The proper detector for each application or installation should
be chosen based on the application requirements and the products specifications. The following are the
principle advantages and disadvantages of the two different type detectors:

Characteristic Household Current Battery Operated
Cost $30-50 $30-50
Ease of Installation More difficult- requires Less difficult. Can be

outlet near detector or placed anywhere needed.
"hard wiring”®.

Maintenance No maintenance required Requires periodic
during life of product replacement of
(5-10 years). Detector battery/sensor module
sensor becomes more every 2-3 years at a
sensitive with age. cost of ~$20.

Reaction Time/Exposure Gives continuous display Reaction time depends
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Level Display of CO levels updated on concentration ...ewvl
every few minutes. and duration of
exposure. Display

information is limited.

Reset Time Will reset immediately Reset time depends on
once CO problem is exposure concentration
corrected. and duration. May

require removal of
sensor pack. A silence
button, however, 1iIs now
provided/required.

How many carbon monoxide detectors should | have and where
should | place them?

The Consumer Product Safety Commission recommends a detector on each floor ofa residence. At a
minimum, a single detector should be placed on each sleeping floor with an additional detector in the
area ofany major gas burning appliances such as a furnace or water heater. Installation in these areas
ensures rapid detection of any potentially malfunctioning appliances and the ability to hear the alarm
from all sleeping areas. In general, carbon monoxide detectors should be placed high (near the ceiling)
for most effective use. Detectors should also not be placed within five feet of gas fueled appliances or
near cooking or bathing areas. Consult the manufacturers installation instructions for proper placement

of a detector within a given area.

V\llhat g)re the most common causes of carbon monoxide detector
alarms”

There are many conditions which can cause a carbon monoxide detector to alarm. Most are preventable
and few are actually life threatening. Ideally through proper placement of the detector and education of
the users the number of preventable calls can be minimized and activation will only occur in the more

serious situations.

Preventable causes of CO alarm activation and the recommended preventive action are as follows:

Cause Preventive Action

Inadequate fresh air venting of the Have a heating contractor install a

home . fresh air makeup system in the home

Running gas powered equipment or Gas powered equipment or vehicles

automobiles in a home or garage should never be operated within a
home or garage- even i1f the garage
door 1is open. Since most homes are

typically at a lower pressure
relative to outside air, the gas can
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Charcoal grilling in the home or
garage.

Malfunctioning appliances or

equipment iIn the home.

Malfunctioning or overly sensitive
alarm.

actually be drawn into the home.

Charcoal grilling is a tremendous
producer of carbon monoxide gas.
Charcoal grills should never be
operated in the home.

All fuel burning appliances or
equipment in the home needs periodic
inspection and preventive
maintenance. While all fuel burning
appliances will produce some CO gas,
regular preventive maintenance can
keep this to a minimum.

Buy only UL Listed alarms conforming
to the latest revision ((June 1995)

of UL standard 2034. This revision
includes new requirements to minimize
nuisance alarms.

Page 50f7

While many causes can be prevented others can not and may occur unpredictably. Not only are these
problems harder to predict but they also tend to be more serious in nature. Examples of these type

problems are:

Cracked furnace heat exchanger.

Blocked chimney.

air vent to home, etc.

Malfunctioning furnace or water heater.

Other unpredictable events- vehicle left running in garage, gas powered device placed near fresh

Minimizing preventable events allows everyone to take other less preventable and predictable events

more seriously.

What should | do when my carbon monoxide detector goes off?

First and foremost, stay calm. As mentioned previously most situations resulting in activation of a
carbon monoxide detector are not life threatening and do not require calling 911. To determine the need
to call 911, ask the following question of everyone in the household:

"Does anyone feel ill? Is anyone experiencing the 'flu-like' symptoms of headache, nausea

or dizziness?"

If the answer to the above by anyone in the household is true, evacuate the household to a safe location
and have someone call 911. Failure to evacuate immediately may result in prolonged exposure and
worsening effects from possible carbon monoxide gas. The best initial treatment for carbon monoxide

gas exposure is fresh air.

http://mww.freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofag.html
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If the answer to the above by everyone in the household is no, the likelihood of a serious exposure is
greatly diminished and one probably does not need to call 911. Instead, turn off any gas burning
appliances or equipment, ventilate the area and attempt to reset the alarm. Ifthe alarm will not reset or
resounds, call a qualified heating and ventilating service contractor to inspect your system for possible
problems. If at any time during this process someone begins to feel ill with the symptoms described
above evacuate the household to a safe location and have someone call 911.

What can | expect to happen if | call 9117

What to expect when calling 911 is based on the polices and procedures of the public safety agencies
serving your community and will vary from area to area. Most public safety agencies are, however,
recognizing the dangers posed by carbon monoxide gas and are adopting similar procedures to the ones
described below. These procedures are based on information developed by the International Association
of Fire Chiefs (LAFC) and other national and regional associations. The objective of these procedures is
to quickly determine the severity of the situation and provide the proper emergency response. The
following is a summary of what one can expect to happen if the call 911 because a carbon monoxide

detector is sounding:

When initially calling 911 be prepared to provide the following information:

Your address.

The type of detector that is sounding.

Whether or not anyone is feeling ill with 'flu-like" symptoms as previously described.
Whether or not everyone has evacuated the residence.

The reading on the detector (if known or available)

The dispatcher will determine the response required based on the answers to the above- most
significantly whether or not anyone is feeling ill.

Ifanyone is feeling ill and/or you can not or have not been able to evacuate everyone, law enforcement,
medical and fire personnel will be assigned to the call on an emergency basis. Law enforcement to assist
with the immediate evacuation of individuals, medical to treat any victims and fire to monitor for CO

gas and assist with the other activities.

If no one is feeling ill, you may be advised to contact your local heating contractor or gas company to
assist you or, more likely, fire personnel will be dispatched on a routine basis to monitor for CO gas and

advise if a 'real’ carbon monoxide problem exists.

As mentioned previously, response policies vary by community and you may wish to call your local fire
or police non-emergency number to ask what their particular policies are. An example standard
operating procedure for CO alarms is attached. This policy is based on the 1AFC model procedures and
has been adopted by the Hennepin County Fire Chiefs Association as their 'standard' policy for fire
departments which are part of that association.

Where can | get further information concerning carbon
monoxide detectors?
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Several manufacturers of carbon monoxide detectors offer toll free numbers for additional information
regarding their products. These numbers are as follows:

Manufacturer Number

American Sensors 800-387-4219

Enzone 800-448-0535

First Alert 800-323-9005

Jameson 800-779-1719

Nighthawk 800-880-6788

Quantum 800-432-5599

Radio Shack Contact your local store
S-Tech 800-643-5377

Additional information with product ratings is contained in the July 1995 Consumer Reports issue on
home safety products. One word of note regarding the ratings in this issue- the products tested have
probably since be replaced by updated models conforming to the revised UL 2034 standard which took
effect in October 1995. Check with the manufacturer for current information.

This information provided as a public service by the Hamel VVolunteer Fire Department.
Comments or questions concerning this document should be directed to:
H. Brandon Guest, Chief
Hamel Volunteer Fire Department

92 Hamel Road

Hamel, Minnesota 55340
(612) 723-5400

guestb(a)freenet. msp. mn. us

URL =http://freenet.msp. mn. us/people/guesth

Copyright 1995, H. Brandon Guest and Hamel Volunteer Fire Department
Rights to reproduce granted provided copyright information and this statement included in their
entirety. This documentprovidedfor informationalpurposes only. No warranty with respect to
suitabilityfor use expressed or implied.
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CARBON MONOXIDE (CO): THE SILENT KILLER

HISTORY OF CO LEGISLATION

199

1994

1998:
2002:
2003:

The first U.S. city to adopt a Icwrequiring CO alarms was Kingston, New York. The law was
adopted November 10, 1992.

In March of 1994, the City of Chicago became the second and largest U.S. municipality to enact a
CO alarm law.

In 1998, West Virginia became the first state to adopt a statewide CO alarm law.

Rhode Island enacted a statewide CO law in the year 2002,

New York and New Jersey enacted statewide carbon monoxide laws in the spring of 2003.

Present: Current states working to pass statewide CO legislation include Massachusetts and Pennsylvania.

CO FACTS

Carbon monoxide is the leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in America, claiming more
than 2,100 lives per year, according to a study published in the Journal of the American Medical

Association.

« CO accounts for 40,000 emergency room visits and 20,000 health-related injuries annually,

according to the American Association of Poison Control Centers. Yet according to safety
industry estimates. 88 percent of homes remain unprotected because they do not have at least

one CO alarm,

CO is known as the “Silent Killer” since it is invisible to the human senses. It is odorless, tasteless,
colorless and non-irritating, so without a CO alarm’s warning there is no way to know that you are
being poisoned. CO mimics the flu or food poisoning and symptoms include headache, nausea,
fatigue and dizziness.

In fact, studies performed at the University of Illinois Hospital at Chicago found that five to ten
percent of patients presented to the emergency room with flu-like symptoms actually had CO

poisoning.

CO is a by-product of combustion produced by common household appliances such as gas or oil
furnaces, water heaters, space heaters and clothes dryers. Other potential sources include barbecue
grills, fireplaces, wood-buming stoves, gas ovens and fumes entering a home firoman attached

garage.

Once in the bloodstream, CO suffocates the body from the inside out, preventing life-sustaining
oxygen from reaching vital organs in the body such as the brain and heart.

The level of exposure to carbon monoxide and the amount of damage done is greater in children
than adults. For example an adult breathes 12 times within a minute, while a child will take 20-30
breaths during that same time. If carbon monoxide is present, the child is metabolizing more of die

deadly gas at a faster pace, resulting in a more severe poisoning.



 Children, infants and the unborn cannot articulate pain or other symptoms associated with carbon
monoxide poisoning, which often prolongs their exposure and increases their risk for serious
injuries and death. Effects of exposure can include brain damage, heart defects, cerebral palsy and

death.
EXPERT TESTIMONIALS

Bill Webb
Executive Director, Congressional Fire Services Institute
"Theres a mantra in thefire service that saving lives stails with prevention. We have seen that with smoke

detectors. By installing smoke detectors we have saved thousands oflives. We can do the same ifwe install
carbon monoxide detectors.”

Assemblyman Joseph Morelle (D)
Irondequoit, New York - Sponsored a statewide CO law that went into effect in March of 2003.

“We have evidence from other places including the cities of Chicago and St. Louis, that CO laws have
helped reduce fatalities in those communities. We have a great example here, as smoke alarm laws were
enacted, more ofthese life safety devices went into homes and death ratesfrom fire have declined. It's time

now to look at carbon monoxide alarms the same way. ”

Steve Gladstone,

President-elect, American Society of Home Inspectors (ASHI)

“Ifpeople don’t have a carbon monoxide detector in their house, at almost any point in the life oftheir
equipment, it canfail and it can become a lethal environment. So ifthey don't have a carbon monoxide
detector, they won’t know and they could die in that environment. We're talking about a small investment,

and godforbid something terrible happens, you’ll neverforgive yourselffor the rest ofyour life.

Dr. Jerrold B. Leikin
Director of Medical Toxicology, Evanston Northwestern Healthcare-OMEGA

"Carbon monoxide has no odor, and is not irritating at all, and targets the brainfor its poisoning
capabilities, so that you can be overcome by carbon monoxide and not even know it...carbon monoxide
detectors arejust like seat belts and motorcycle helmets in that they save lives. And especially they save
livesfrom traumatic accidents that can occur all ofa sudden with nobody in the household knowing they’ve

been exposed to these deadly gases. ”

Hal and Kathy Ketofsky

Carbon Monoxide Survivor Family, New Jersey
‘f used tofeel the same way most people feel about carbon monoxide - unconcerned. But | have a different

opinion now. It's clear that the difference between life and death is as simple as having an alarm and not
having one. ”

PREVENTION

The Consumer Product Safety Commission and the International Association of Fire Chiefs recommend
every home have at least one carbon monoxide alarm with an audible warning signal installed near sleep

areas.

For more information about carbon monoxide, contact the Our Children at Risk Task Force at
1-877-COFACTS.
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DONORS FUND CO DETECTORS FOR AW ARENESS CAMPAIGN
$31,000 raised buys carbon monoxide detectorsfor low incomefamilies

Mayor Mark Begich announced today that through the support of several local companies
and organizations, $31,000 has been raised to purchase 1,140 carbon monoxide detectors

for distribution to low and moderate income families.

The Mayor’s office launched a fundraising effort last week following the deaths of an
Anchorage family poisoned by carbon monoxide. All five members of the Arts family

died after the accidental poisoning in their home on Dec. 6.

“As we grieve the deaths of the Arts family, we have reached out to the community and
they are responding,” said Mayor Begich. “While this CO detector giveaway cannot take
away our pain, we can raise awareness about this deadly gas and how we can prevent

future tragedies.”

The companies and organizations who have given financial donations to the awareness
campaign include Allstate, BP Exploration, ConocoPhillips, Enstar, Tote, Horizon Lines,
the Anchorage Homebuilders Association, the Anchorage Police Department Employees
Association, and the International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 1264.

The effort has also been greatly supported by the American Red Cross of Alaska, Home
Depot, which has offered the detectors at cost, and Federal Express, which is picking up
the cost of flying the large order of CO detectors to Anchorage from Fresno, California.

According to the Journal of the American Medical Association, carbon monoxide
poisoning claims the lives of 1,500 to 2,000 people in the United States every year. It is
the leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in America, and hospitalizes another

10,000 people annually.

Having a working carbon monoxide detector on every level of a home and in sleeping
areas is considered a key part of preventing accidental poisonings.
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The carbon monoxide detectors purchased through the fundraising effort will be available
to families who need them through the GIFT program in Anchorage this week. Sponsored
by Catholic Social Services, Lutheran Social Services, The Salvation Army and the
United Way of Anchorage, GIFT is acommunity outreach event that provides holiday
gift and food assistance to thousands of low to moderate income families.

The distribution runs December 17-19 in the ACS Garage at 650 Telephone Ave. The
detectors will be available until the supply runs out. The Red Cross office at 235 E 8th
Avenue will have a small supply as well.

The shipment of 1,140 carbon monoxide detectors from a Kidde distributor in Fresno is
expected to arrive in Anchorage, via Federal Express, on Tuesday.

“I am overwhelmed by the generous spirit of our local companies and organizations,”
said Mayor Begich. “I would also like to thank our city firefighters, police officers and
other emergency personnel who had to respond to this terrible tragedy.”

In a separate program, the Municipality’s Department of Health and Human Services
Weatherization Program provides CO detectors to low income families each year.
Priority is given to elderly, the disabled, and families with children under the age of six
years. The program is available to both homeowners and renters, and qualifying requires
meeting income eligibility guidelines and the home must be inspected.

Funding for the program is provided by The Federal Department of Energy and Alaska
Housing Finance Corporation. Those who are interested in the Weatherization Program
can call 343-6630 for more information.



Our Children at Risk Task Force

December 11, 2003

Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr.
House of Representatives

Alaska State Legislature

Alaska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear State Representative Gruenberg,

Recently, you and members ofyour staffrequested information on carbon monoxide
legislation from the Children At Risk Task Force based on meetings with folks at the
National Conference of State Legislators. Hopefully you received the packet of
information that included copies of recent state legislation, codes and/or amendments
from New York and New Jersey that require carbon monoxide alarms in residential
dwellings and that you found it useful

I personally wanted to give you a heads up that there was an unfortunate carbon
monoxide poisoning incident in Anchorage over the weekend in which an entire family
was fatally poisoned. One person is still hospitalized from what I recall, but several
family members perished, including a few children. Anchorage Mayor Mark Begich is
currently conducting a fundraising campaign to solicit donations of CO alarms to donate
to low-income families there with the hopes of preventing another CO tragedy. He seems
to be very affected by this incident, is very passionate about this issue and may be a great
supporter ifyou are still looking at sponsoring a bill at the state level (note that | haven’t
spoken with him regarding your interest on this issue). This would also be a solid
example in your own backyard that might heighten awareness ofthe need for CO

legislation in Alaska.

Ifyou need further information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

"Laurie Bowser-Sever
Communications Manager
Phone: 919-304-8312



duldme

July 10, 2003
Dear NCSL attendee:

Several years ago, | lost two of my three sons, Zachary and Nicholas (16 months and four years of age) to
carbon monoxide poisoning from a furnace malfunction that nearly wiped out our entire family. Since the
death of my sons, | have become an advocate for the use of carbon monoxide alarms inall homes.

Carbon monoxide is known as the “Silent Killer” for a very good reason - you don’t know it is there. CO
attacks without warning - you can’t see it, smell it or taste it and symptoms mimic the flu. CO is the #1 cause
of accidental poisoning deaths in the U.S. and accounts for 40,000 emergency room visits, 20,000 health-

related injuries and 2,000 deaths annually.

| can assure you that my family was no different than yours or families in your district We simply didn’t
know what CO wes or that we were at risk. As someone who survived a deadly carbon monoxide incident, |
can tell you that you don’t know what’s happening to you - until it’s too late. Only an alarm can alert you to
the presence of carbon monoxide before it becomes life threatening.

Carbon monoxide is a natural by-product of combustion in fuel burning appliances. A toxic spill can happen
at any time due to a faulty furnace, blocked chimney, cracked vent pipe or clothes dryer with a blocked vent
Electric-only homes arejust as susceptible to this household threat because a car left idling in an attached

garage, a gas-powered generator used during a power outage or a charcoal grill brought indoors or operated
too close to the home can cause hazardous consegquences.

Smoke alarm legislation has been successful in reducing the number of fire-related deaths in our
communities. Nowy, it is time to look at carbon monoxide alarms in the same way - as a critical piece of home

safety equipment that belongs in every household, rental property and lodging facility.

New York, New Jersey and Rhode Island are three states with laws requiring carbon monoxide alarms in
homes, lodging facilities and rental properties. Many other cities and towns have similar requirements. By
sponsoring carbon monoxide legislation, you can help your state and its constituents save lives and prevent
injuries, especially among younger family members who are at greater risk to carbon monoxide exposure.

Your help is urgently needed today! I.urge.you toston bv booth 837 at the National Conference of State
Legislators meeting July 23-25 in San Francisco where members of the Our Children at Risk Task Force,
including myself, will be available to discuss the importance of passing carbon monoxide legislation in your
S'[ff:rlte. W& can provide model legislation and any additional information you may need to aid in this important
effort.

If you’d like further information prior to the conference, please don’t hesitate to contact us. | look forward to
meeting you.

Sincerely,

Chetyl B2
Chairperson, Our Children at Risk Task Force

541 N. Fairbanks, Suite 2040 « Chicago, Illinois 60611 « 1-877-COFACTS
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NYS Department of State

FOR TMMEPIATERELEASE
December 30,2002

Contact: Theresa Smolen
Assistant Secretary of State
for Public Affairs
(518)474-4752

New York State Will Enter 2003 With New Fire Prevention, Building Codles in Effect

ALBANY - (December 30,2002) - Transition Period Ends In December, Codes of New York State
Supercede CuiTent Provisions

As New Yorkers ring in the New Year, new fire prevention and building codes will take effect that
supercede the existing codes and bring updated technology, products, safety standards and flexibility that
will provide a major incentive for new investment, construction and economic development across die

Matc, Governor George E. Pataki today announced.

"New York State will now have a set of requirements that are consistent with the rest ofthe country,”
said Governor Pataki. "The new codes will ensure that our homes and workplaces are safe and energy

efficient, while spurring development and creating job opportunities across the State.”

The new model codes were adopted by a unanimous vote ofthe State Fire Prevention and Building
Code Council in March, culminating a four-year process of reviewing the International Codes and making
modifications for New York State in an effort to replace the current outdated code. A 180 day transition
period has been in effect since July, during which time the current code or the new code could be used.

"Many building permits submitted during the transition period utilized the new code over tht old one.
The feedback has been positive and reflects our beliefthat new codes will not only be easier to comply
with and enforce, but will provide an incentive for new investment and economic development as well,"
said Secretary of State Randy A. Daniels, whose Department oversees Codes Enforcement and

Administration.

The Governor directed the Department of State to undertake the code review process in 1998. Since
that time, the Code Council established technical subcommittees to review the International Family of
Codes, which includes the building, fire, residential, plumbing, mechanical, fuel gc:, property maintenance

and energy conservation codes.

The adoption of the International Codes also gives New York State a voice in the code development
process at the national level. New York State's Code will be updated on a regular schedule consistent with

the International Codes three-year cycle.

Secretary Daniels is Chair of the State Fire Prevention and Building Code Council. The Code Council
is a 17-member body comprised of representatives from several disciplines, including architects,
engineers, builders, trade unions, people with disabilities, fire prevention, local governments and state

agencies.

All construction in the state is governed by the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, which
addresses issues such as fire prevention, life safety, structural stability and accommodation for people with
disabilities. The code applies to all communities across New York, except New York City which has its
own building code. NYC is covered by the energy conservation code, which took effect in July.
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CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS REQUIRED AS OF JANUARY 1,2002

In 2001, the Rhode Island General Assembly enacted a new law, which will require most new and
existing single family homes and other residential properties to be equipped with both a working smoke
detector and carbon monoxide detector prior to transfer of the property or issuance of a certificate of

occupancy as of January 1,2002.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
When will the new carbon monoxide detector law go into effect? January 1,2002.

What properties are covered? The law will apply to existing, occupied single-family homes and other
residential buildings which are transferred on or after January 1, 2002. The law will also apply to new
single-family homes and other residential buildings with gas utilities which are constructed or converted
for residential occupancy on or after January 1, 2002. Residential buildings which are required to have a

fire alarm system are exempt.

What kind of carbon monoxide detectors must be installed? Carbon monoxide detector emit an
audible signal with a minimum rating of eighty-five decibels at a distance of ten feet and have a "power
on” indicator. The detectors must be listed and/or approved by Underwriters Laboratories Inc., Factory
Mutual, or some other nationally recognized testing laboratory approved by the state fire marshal and
installed according to the manufacturer’s specifications.

How expensive are carbon monoxide detectors? Prices typically range from $25 - $70 per detector.

Where must the carbon monoxide detectors be placed? An approved smoke and approved carbon
monoxide detector must be installed in the access space immediately adjacent to bedrooms or sleeping
rooms, and in bedrooms, or sleeping rooms, which are separated by other use areas, such as kitchens
or living rooms, but not bathrooms. If a bedroom opens directly into the kitchen, a smoke detector must
be installed in the bedroom, and a carbon monoxide detector must be installed in the kitchen, located in
accordance with manufacturer's specifications in relation to fuel burning appliances. Ail carbon
monoxide detectors must be mounted in accordance with manufacturer's specifications.

Who will inspect the carbon monoxide detector? Inspections will be performed by the same
department in each town or city which performs smoke detector inspections. Typically, this will be the

fire department.

How much will a carbon monoxide detector inspection cost? The cost of a carbon monoxide
detector inspection will be $30, which will be the same price as a smoke detector inspection beginning on
January 1, 2002. However, a town or city may charge an additional fee of $30 if the detectors must be
reinspected due to improper installation, wrong location, improper wiring, or the owner’s failure to keep

his inspection appointment.
Must a carbon monoxide certificate be recorded? Yes, a carbon monoxide detector certificate must
be recorded with the town or city clerk’s office in the same way that a smoke detector certificate is

recorded.

When must the inspection be completed? The inspection must be completed within sixty days prior to

http ://Amww. statewidemls.com/ebul letinc'carbonjrionoxide. htm 9/30/2003



CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS REQUIRED AS OF JANUARY 1 Page 2 of 2

closing, or, in Ihe case of new construction or conversion to residential occupancy, prior to the issuance
of a certificate of occupancy, and the seller must provide the buyer with smoke detector and carbon
monoxide detector certificates at the time of the transfer of title.

What happens If inspection does not occur before closing? Ifthe carbon monoxide detector is not
inspected prior to closing, the seller may complete an affidavit stating that the real property being
conveyed by this instrument had working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors within fourteen days of
the date of this instrument, and that an inspection has been requested.

Must the carbon monoxide certificate be recorded? Yes, a carbon monoxide detector certificate
must be recorded with the town or city clerk’s office in the same way that a smoke detector certificate is

recorded.

What responsibility does a real estate broker or salesperson have? The new law requires only the
property owner to assume legal responsibility for installing the carbon monoxide detectors and ensuring

that they are working.

Where can I get a copy of this law? Members of the Rhode Island Association of REALTORS can
obtain a copy of the law from http://www.statewidemls.com.

Posted: 10/5/01

Copyright © 2003 Rhode Island Association 0f REALTORS® and
State-Wide Multiple Listing Service. Inc. All rights reserved.

REALTOR® - Is a registered mark which Identifies a professional in real estate who subscribes to
a strict Code of Ethics as a member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®.

Any questions re%arding this site can be directed to the webmaster.

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
t U Equal Housing Opportunity

http://www.statewidemls.com/ebulletins/carbon_monoxide.htm 9/30/2003
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Doctor's Guide

October 14, 1996

CHICAGO, Oct. 14,1996 - Children, infants and unborn babies are more vulnerable to carbon
monoxide (CO%(pmsonmg than healthy adults, according to toxicologists and medical
professionals. Younger family members are particularly susceptible due to their higher
metabolic rates - meaning they require more oxygen and use it faster than adults. Carbon
monoxide even in small amounts works to restrict oxygen in the hloodstream, thus starving a
child's tissues and organs of what is needed to function and develop properly.

"Carbon monoxide poisoning can cause neurological problems, learning disabilities, memory
loss and personality changes in children and can lead to miscarriage or stillbirth for women
exposed during pre(fqnancy_," said Dr. Marc Bayer, medicai director, Connecticut Poison Control
Center. "Because ofthe higher oxygen requirements of smaller bodies, carbon monoxide's
interference with oxygen delivery can lead to permanent damage to a child's developing
nervous system," he said.

Young children are also vulnerable to misdiagnosis hecause they cannot fuI_Ir explain the
onset, progression and severity of their symptoms. Additionally, because children spend most
of their time in the home, they are more likely to be exposed to carbon monoxide produced by
gas, oil, wood or propane burning appliances and heating systems.

"Because this toxin is invisible to human senses and the early poisoning symptoms look like
other common problems such as the flu, the best way to know if a leak Is present is to equip
the home with carbon monoxide detectors that have an audible alarm,” said Bayer.

To provide an early warning of carbon monoxide dangers, First Alert(R), the nation's leading
brand of carbon monoxide detectors, has developed a UL listed, extra-sensitive battery-
powered detector that will sense carbon monoxide at lower concentrations than plug-in models
are designed to detect. The detector will continue to operate in the event of a power outage, a
time when alternative heat sources are commonly used and can be mounted out of reach of
little fingers - important to children with families.

Families with children, pregnant women, elderly E_eople or anyone with heart or lung disorders
may want the added protection of the First Alert bio-sensor technology. The elderly and people
with heart and lung disorders are at greater risk of injury or death from carbon monoxide
because CO can aggravate a pre-existing condition of restricted oxygen flow in the

http://Amwww.docguide.com/dg.nsf/PrintPrint/ A2BCIA7DEBA81376852563C500497F7F 10/20/2003
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bloodstream.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CP SC) recommends that every home in America
install at least one carbon monoxide detector with an audible alarm, located near the sleeping
area. Additional detectors on every level provide an extra measure of safety.

Copyright © 1999 P\S\L. Consulting Group Inc. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of
P\S\L content is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of P\S\L. P\S\L shall not be liable
for any errors, omissions or delays in this content or any other content on its sites, newsletters or other
publications, nor for any decisions or actions taken in reliance on such content.

This news story was printed from *Doctor's Guide to the Internet*
located at http://www.docguide.com

Return to News Story Page

This site is maintained by wobmaster@pslgroup.com
Please contact us with any comments, problems or bugs.
All contents Copyright (c) 1998 P\S\L Consulting Group Inc.

Al rights reserved.
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Anchorage, Alaska, Dec. 7 - An Anchorage mother was
fighting for her life Sunday after losing her husband and

three children.
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Thirty-three-year-old Rita Arts is the only member of her
family to survive high carbon monoxide levels in their
Hillside home. The four deaths of her husband and three kids
had people rushing to hardware stores Sunday to buy carbon
monoxide detectors.

At Home Depot, employees began to see the rush to buy
CO detectors the moment the doors opened. The demand was
so high, people forced the store to move all remaining
detectors to a display in the front.

Stores like Home Depot are reporting the sales increase of
CO detectors after the four deaths at 8100 Robert Dr. in Bear
Valley. Saturday, Firefighters found the bodies of 42-year-old
David Arts and his three kids Taylor, Ann Marie and Willem,
ages 11, 8 and 3, respectively.

They found Rita Arts unconscious in the hallway next to
her daughter, Ann Marie.

Alaska Regional Hospital has reported Rita Arts in critical
condition and is being treated in a hyperbaric chamber every
eight hours.

The fire department has not determined why the .Arts home
had such high levels of the carbon monoxide poison and does
not suspect foul play.

The family has a CO detector, but it was apparently left
unplugged.

Many that stormed home improvement stores for the CO
detectors did so to prevent such a tragedy from striking their
family. One such man, Mark Stevens, bought three detectors.

"l saw it on the news. | thought I would pick one up for
each floor of my house...I'll pick up three,” said Stevens.

NEXT STORY »

MORE LOCAL "NEWS ON MSNBC
e Against the odds, Wasilla soldier gets home for Christmas
e Some soldiers get holiday break, others still in Middle East
* Alaska celebrates 50 years of TV, and story of 2 friends
*« Adopt-a-Cat shelter needs funds to food felines
e Alaska among 24 states with severe flu outbreaks
e Counterfeit products can hurt or kill you
¢ Mountain View Kmart store could become city offices

* More Local News
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Sources of a Lethal Gas

Many common household appliances emit carbon
monoxide, the colorless, ordorless gas that kills about
2,000 people each year and sickens thousands more.

More States Force Homeowners to Install Devices NeVVLaWSReqUIre Home Carbon_lvlonOXIde DeteCtOrS
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COLD CLIMATE HOUSING RESEARCH CENTER

CCHRC

February 6, 2004

Representative Carl Gatto
State Capitol, Room 411

Representative Max Gruenberg
State Capitol, Room 112
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: HB 351 CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTION DEVICES

Dear Representatives Gatto and Gruenberg,

At our last Board Meeting held on February 3, 2004, the Board of the Cold Climate Housing
Research Center (CCHRC) discussed your above referenced bill. The Board instructed me to
express our support for the idea that every residence in Alaska should have at least one CO
detector. The recent deaths of the Arts family in Anchorage serve as a very sad testimony to the
importance of this safety issue. CO has been called the “cold weather killer” since it is more likely
to be a problem in the winter when our houses are closed up against the cold and our heating
systems are working overtime. Obviously, this is of particular concern in Alaska where halfthe

year is winter.

While it is of primary importance that our homes are designed correctly and heating and ventilation
systems are installed and maintained correctly, it is crucial to have the back up protection of
warning devices like CO and smoke detectors to alert us when something has failed and our
families are in danger. We applaud your leadership in assuring that all families in Alaska are aware
of the danger of CO poisoning and the importance of CO detectors as the last line of defense
against this too often very real threat. | have enclosed some materials that we have assembled to
help educate builders and homeowners about this issue. We have co-sponsored one public meeting
and one builder training workshop so far this year as our part in addressing the CO threat. If there
is anything that we can do to assist you in working on this bill, please let me know.

Sincerely you

Jack Hebert, President and CEO
Cold Climate Housing Research Center

CC. Board of Directors
Other co-sponsors of HB 351

CCHRC Internet Web Site: http://Aww.cchrc.org
515 7hAvenue, suite 340, Fairbanks, AK 99701 Phone: (907) 457-3454 Fax: (907) 457-3456
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Tips for Clean Indoor Air in Alaska,
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You can't see or smell carbon monoxide, but at high levels it can kill. Carbon
monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, tasteless, and toxic gas. It is produced as
a by-product of all combustion processes. Any fuel-fired appliance, vehicle, tool
or other device has the potential to produce dangerous i|jvels of CO. When
appliances are kept in good working condition, they produce little CO. Improperly
maintained or operated appliances, however, can produce fatal CO concentrations
in your home. The Consumer Products Safety Commission reports that more than
200 people in the United States die from CO poisoning every year. When carbon
monoxide is inhaled, it bonds with part of the red blood cells called hemoglobin.
This results in a lack of oxygen to the blood cells. The brain and the heart require
large amounts of oxygen and quickly suffer from any oxygen shortage. Because
carbon monoxide reduces oxygen delivery to the brain, persons with elevated
levels of carbon monoxide do not think clearly and may not even recognize the

warning signs. High concentrations of carbon mohoxide can kill in less than five
r J™ne”vous system,

include

can lead
to vomiting, weakness and difficulty, breathing. High exposure may result in loss
of consciousness, convulsions anddeath. Presence of CO may worsen underlying
heart disease by causing'beiiftmeguiOTiy.ari'd muscle weakness! Because the
symptoms mimic so manjtiilnesses*GQ poisoning is often misdiagnosed.

What to Do in an Emergency:
If you believe that you are suffering from CO poisoning: -
* Open doors and windows and leave the vicinity immediately,

Wik g!

‘'mée’

» Notify your fuel supplier or a competent mechanical contractor. NI 21y
* Inform your prlmary health provider that you were exposed to CQ. CO  ?U
poisoning ¢
the exposur
Tips:
* Never bum ( A N
* Never use unvented fuel-burning camping equipment inside a home, garage,
VEhICIT or te t| 1 } | ] | v fa iy *
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Tips for Clean Indoor Air in Alaska

Mf<a

Have a qualifi

to make sure

the fumes from being vented out of the house
W,

cot tin-uecL

(]

ofAlaska m m

/00, \V. InidVnatioiial AiipoiT
*ARDbKI. 1.V
Allichctriice.,'AK ))5 rS*

(907) 276-LLNG
1-SDO-LI'NGG-SA



Carbon-Monoxide Primer

HOWTO MONITOR YOUR HOME AND PROTECT YOUR FAMILY FROM THE DEADLY GAS

For the first 6,000 years of human civi-
lization, carbon monoxide wasn't a big
problem in the home — unless, perhaps,
you lived next door to a volcano. To be
.sure, the deadly gas has always been
around and in the general atmosphere to
some degree. And even cave dwellers
with a fire near their rocky shelter's
entrance got a bit of extra carbon-monox-
ide gas from the incomplete burning of
hydrocarbons (i.e., the wood). So
humans have been breathing carbon
monoxide to a negligible degree since the
dawn of civilization. But it wasn't until
housing became more and more aHight
in the last hundred years or so, and fossil
fuels became an increasingly popular
means of hearing, cooking and traveling,
that carbon-monoxide poisoning became
aserious threat in the home.

Now the odorless, colorless gas seerrs
to be everywhere, and in increasingly
dangerous amounts. From walking
behind the lawnmower or stripping paint
from the living-room baseboards to using
space heaters, aging furnaces and gas
cooking stoves, we live with more and
more carbon-monoxide gas (also known
as CO gas) nearly every day. Even the
morning commute to work gives many
people a dose of the toxic gas, particu-
larly if you sit for long periods of
time in bump-

GARAGE

Auto exhaust fumes

Operating barbecue grill in enclosed area

Powored outdoor equipment operated
close to home
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er-to-bumper traffic. So the list of organi-
zations concerned about CO-gas over-
doses has gotten longer and longer.

“We got our start in the early 19S0s,"
says Melissa Heeke, spokeswoman for
the Chimney Safety Institute of America
in Plainfield, Ind. "That's when the issue
of wood-burning stoves made it neces
saiy for people to be more aware of chim-
ney safety issues,” notes Heceke; whose
organization certifies chimney sweeps.

Indeed, regardess of fuel type, proper
venting of appliances is foremost among
the CO-gas issues facing modern-day
homeowners. Depending on whose sta-
tistics you read, anywhere from 200 to
1,600 annual accidental deaths are
attributable to CO poisoning, making the
problem significant enough for the aver-
age homeowner to take steps to prevent a
mishap. But first it's important to under-
stand the eneny.

CO Stealth

Carbon-monoxide gas is pretty decep-
tive, even though most people think it's
pretty obvious. Yes,
the smell of
auto ex-

BY KEN TEXTOR

haust fumes — the best-known source of
CO gas — is easily identifiable. But what
you smell is not CO gas, which is actually
odorless. Likewise, charcoal grills give off
plenty of CO gas, and do so long after the
smell of lighter fluid disappears. But again,
you can't smell it. Many paint strippers
also pump CO gas into the air as their
chemicals react with the paint. But apart
from the smell of the stripper, most people
don't know they are inhaling CO gas.

The symptoms of CO-gas exposure
are also misleading. Headache, drowsi-
ness and a feeling of malaise or irritability
are the preliminary signals. But after a
couple of hours in afternoon commuter
traffic, most drivers may attribute those
symptoms to the stress of endless stop-
and-go movement or encounters with
road-raged drivers. Likewise, the nausea
and a rundown feeling associated with
winter flu bugs may actually come from a
malfunctioning heating system or even
the gas cookstove in the kitchen. The
advanced symptom of CO poisoning is
unconsciousness, followed by the poten-
tial for brain damage and eventually
death.

Exactly how CO gas works on your
body is a bit sneaky, too. Essentially, it

chemically blocks your blood's ability

to pick up oxygen and carry that
vital gas to
cells and



organs. Thus, with doses of CO gas, you
are slowly and gently asphyxiated. The
process works much more quickly on
people with cardiovascular or pulmonary
diseases and conditions. For peaple with
heart and lung problems, a dose of CO
gas can trigger a heart attack, dangerous
coughing spasms, or both.
CO Prevention

With all this in mind, it's a good idea
to take steps to prevent CO gas from get-
ting into your living space. “That's why
we recommend you have your chimney
and furnace flues inspected by a chimney
professional at least once a year," says
Heeke of the CSIA. She notes chimneys
and furnace flues can be blocked during
the wanner months by industrious birds
or during the heating season by soot and
creosote buildups. As these deposits
accumulate, it gets harder and harder for
combustion by-products to escape,
increasing the likelihood of CO gas build-
ing up in the house.

Bathroom and cooking range fans can
be another reason CO gas will build up
within the living space. In modem, tightly
sealed houses, a bathroom or cooking-
range fan can create negative pressure in
the house. Although that may sound like
a New Age term, Pctually means the air
being forced out \lkthe house by the fan
is being replaced by air coming into the
house via the furnace flues and chimney.
That air often contains CO gas, particu-
larly during the winter, when all the win-
dows are closed tightly and the furnace
runs regularly. To prevent negative pres-
sure, you should crack open a window
near the fan while the fan is running.

Indoor space heaters and nonelectric
cooking stoves can also be a source of
CO gas. The combustion standards for
older space heaters and nonelectric cook-
ing stoves (generally speaking, before
1985) were not as stringent as they are
today. Likewise, even today's indoor fos-
sil-fuel appliances must be nan according
to manufacturer specifications, which
may include an annual inspection by an
appliance technician. You can also
roughly check out your appliance’s
capacity to burn at top efficiency (and
thereby reduce CO-gas emissions) by a
visual inspection of the flame. Gas appli-
ances must burn with a blue flame

WWW. smarthomeowncrmag .com

throughout. Any yellow in the flame is an
indication of incomplete combustion,
possible CO-gas emissions and a good
reason for a call to an appliance repair
technician. In wood-burning appliances,
any smell of smoke, soot buildup on
viewing ports or the fire dying out on its
own is an indication of trouble. Again,
contact the appliance’s manufacturer or a
furnace expert for advice.

Garages are also notorious for intro-
ducing CO gas into the living space.
Unless your garage is completely
detached from the house, there is usually
a chance of CO-gas infiltration simply
from starting the car in the morning.
Obviously, letting a car, lawn mower, gen-
erator or other gasoline-burning device
run continuously in the
garage is a bad idea. Also,
burning a charcoal grill, using
large amounts of paint strip-
per or even running the gas
orill in the garage is unwise.

To make an attached
garage safer, start with block-
ing off any second-story pas-
sageways between the house 0
and the garage. Frequently, |

even when a builder installs f . _ g

airtight doors between the”
garage and house on the first
floor, the attic spaces are left open. The
two buildings should be sealed off from
each other. Also be sure to open the
garage door before you start your car and,
once started, immediately pull the vehicle
out. Unlike cars of 20 years ago, today's
modern vehicles don’'t need warm-up
time to protect internal engine parts.
Open windows also can be a source of
CO gas. Idling lawn mowers, emergency
generators and misplaced exhaust ports
from chimney-less furnaces have all been

sources of CO gas that entered the build-
ing and overcame occupants. Prevention
in these cases is a matter of exercising a
bit of extra caution and/or
following manufacturer
installation and operation
guidelines for the appli-
ance.
CO Detectors

Even if you take all
steps possible to prevent
CO gas from entering your
home, accidents da hap-
pen. That's where a CO
detector comes in.

"We think every home
in America should have at
least one carbon-monox-

Homeowners are
able to detect
potential CO haz-
ards, such as
blocked chim -
neys, themselves,
but they should
rely on
professionals to
remedy such

conditions

ide detector,” says Ken Giles, a
spokesman for the Consumer Product
Safety Commission. He says about 20
percent of homes today have a CO detec-
tor in them, compared with 90 percent of
homes having one or more smoke alarms
in them. "We'd like to see CO detectors
as common as smoke detectors,” Giles
says.

Indeed, some states and municipali-
ties arc making CO detectors part of their
building-code requirements. New Jersey,

Throbbing headache, nausea, irritability, difficulty concentrating
Severe headache, dizziness, fatigue, confusion

Respiratory failure (collapse), seizures (collapse)
Severe respiratory failure, low blood pressure, fatal coma

Concentration*  Symptom
0-10 Usually no symptoms
10-20 Headache, angina in heart patients
20-30
30-40
40-50 Rapid breathing and heartbeat, fainting
50-60
60-70
70 + Rapidly fatal coma

*Percent of hemoglobin carrying CO

Source: BOCA, March/April 1993
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New York, Rhode Island and West Vir-
ginia now require CO detectors in new
housing, as do the cities of St. Louis and
Chicago. Additionally, Pennsylvania,
Texas, Massachusetts and Oregon are all
considering laws requiring CO detectors.
W hether required or not, the latest gener-
ation of CO detectors is less expensive
and more reliable than those used in a
Chicago CO-detector experiment of the
early 1990s. Those city-niandated detec-
tors were so sensitive, they set off numer-

IS your

ous false alarms, running local fire
departments ragged.

Today, CO detectors are all either
approved by Underwriters’ Laboratories
(the UL label) or the International
Approval Services-(the [AS label) to be
sensitive to CO gas only when it
becomes dangerous for an extended peri-
od oftime. The alarms are designed to go
off when CO levels reach 70 parts per
million (ppm) for an hour or more. That
level is unlikely to cause symptoms in

chimmney Kk

In shape?
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Leta HomeSaver Chimney

Professional d

Chimneys play an
important role in
venting fires and fur-
naces, yet they can b(
a hazard if blocked,
damaged, or dirty.
They can even be a
significant source of
heat loss. Contact a
HomeSaver Chimney
Professional to make
an appointment for a
chimney cleaning
and inspection. Our
chimney experts can

diagnose problems and provide solutions, such as a chimney
cap, a chimney liner, or an energy-saving fireplace damper.
Call or visit our Web site for the HomeSaver Chimney Profes-

sional in your area.

ANN\H omeSaver

Creating safer and more energy-efficient chimneys
www.homesaver.com
Toll-free 866-466-3728 « 866-HOMESAVER
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healthy adults. But for longer periods, or
greater ppm levels, or for small children
and people with heart or lung problems,
that benchmark can be a danger thresh-
old.

At any rate, the ppm reading may be
something you want to track while you’re
at work as well as at home. In that case,
it’s probably best to purchase a CO
detector that digitally displays the CO
level in its immediate area. Some models
actually remember the peak level in the
past 24 hours. Levels of 150 ppm or more
for more than 90 minutes will cause
symptoms for most anyone. Levels in
excess of 400 ppm can cause loss ofcon-
sciousness and worse.

CO detectors cost between S20 and
slightly more than $100, with the vast
majority falling in the $35 to $50 range.
About halfarc battery operated, while the
rest are plug-in. The less expensive mod-
els typically don't offera digital display of
the ppm level. All have a test/reset but-
ton, and some have visual alarm options
for hearing-impaired users. Virtually all
hardware stores and home-product mass
marketers offera variety of models.

Placement of a CO detector in the
home requires some thoughtful consider-
ation. Placing it in the furnace room will
likely produce some unnecessary alarms,
while placing it too far from possible CO
sources won't produce an alarm soon
enough. Most manufacturers include
instructions on the best locations. One
on each living level is frequently recom-
mended. It5 best to keep them out of the
sleeping rooms to give a more advanced
warning when you're snoozing. Base-
ment stainvells often give early warnings
without causing unnecessary alarms. Liv-
ing rooms and rooms attached to the
garage are also good locations.

In the event a CO detector goes off,
immediately get some fresh air circulating
in the alarm area. Open a window
regardless of the weather outside. Any-
one in the alarm area with CO-poisoning
symptoms should move to an area of
fresh air. If the symptoms persist or other
symptoms develop, get the person to a
hospital cmeigency room. m

Ken Textor is a freelance writer located
in Anowslc, Maine.
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CARBON MONOXIDE
fue

W hatis Carbon M onoxide?

Carbon Monoxide (commonly referred to as CO) is a colorless, odorless, toxic,
flammable, lighter than air gas. Itis produced by an incomplete combustion proc-
ess that can be witnessed in an air tight wood stove or propane burning appliance.
In can also be present during any internal combustion process including vehicle
engines, heaters and stoves. Even camp fires and smoking tobacco products pro-

duce CO.

Carbon M onoxide Properties

CO is colorless and odorless. Therefore it is almost impossible to detect without
proper monitoring devices. It has a very wide Flammable Range with a Lower Ex-
plosive Limitof 12.5% and an Upper Explosive Limit of 74%. This means that
when CO is mixed with air it will ignite in the presence of an ignition source
when mixed with air by volume at 12 % through 74% CO concentrations.

CO is lighter than air, it is about .97 compared to air at 1 in weight. It will rise to
the upper levels of an enclosure then bank down to the floor levels if not venti-
lated by natural or mechanical means. CO is a toxic gas. When breathed in it com-
bines with blood much more quickly than oxygen. This can cause toxic reactions
and possible death. The amount of CO considered toxic to the human body as well
as signs and systems of exposure can be found on the attached Material Safety
Data Sheet, commonly referred to as an MSDS.

/IBurdough

1555 Van Horn Rd
Fairbanks, AK
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SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
FOR
CARBON MONOXIDE
(Continued)

How do You Reduce or Eliminate Production of CO?
There are many ways to eliminate or reduce the production of CO in your home and the envi-
ronment. Here are some ways to accomplish this:
#1. Have your gas or oil burning appliances and chimneys inspected by a certified technician
annually.
#2. Provide adequate ventilation when using appliances in confined spaces such as your home,
garage, camper, motor home, ice fishing house or tent. Itis also important to remember that any
combustion process uses up oxygen which can result in asphyxiation and promote the produc-
tion of Carbon Monoxide.
#3. Insure the proper amount of combustion air is available and return air is sufficient for the
proper operation of your appliances.
#4. Insure you have no exhaust leaks in your chimney’s auto exhaust system.
#5. Have your appliances, vehicles and internal combustion engine equipment tuned up on a
regular basis.
#6. Check your appliance pilot lights to insure proper combustion. Refer to your owners manual
for proper flame height and color, or consult a certified technician.
#7. Insure proper chimney height and diameters on all heaters and stoves.

Carbon Monoxide Monitors:

It is advisable to install CO Monitors in all areas where CO could be produced. Remember CO
is lighter than air and travels up in the air column. Due to air flow in buildings it is not advis-
able to install CO monitors on a wall or ceiling closer than 8-10 inches from their intersection.
There are battery powered, hard wired and color coded monitors available at most hardware or
safety supply stores.

If you suspect that you have a CO problem in your heating system or appliance, contact a cer-
tified technician for an inspection. If you are experiencing signs and systems of CO exposure
leave the involved area and contact your local emergency services.

Sourdough Fuel Heating Division will be glad to assist you in any way possible to insure the
proper operation of your heating system. Call 456-7798 for information or assistance.

f/b urtiovgh

1555 Van Horn Rd
Fairbanks, AK
456-7798



pleadings by certified or registered mail to the defendant or respondent at the last
ascertainable address ofthe defendant or respondent. An affidavit of compliance with this
section shall be filed with the clerk ofthe court havingjurisdiction on or before the return
day for the process, ifany, or within any further time allowed by the court. (8 1ch 10 SLA

1974)

Revisor’s notes. — In 1999, in this section, “com-  economic development™ in accordance with 5 88, ch.
missioner of commerce and economic development™ 58, SLA 1999.
waa changed to “commisirioner ¢ef community and

Sec. 34.03.345. Mediation and binding arbitration, (a) A landlord and a tenant
may agree to mediate disputes between them as to an obligation ofeither ofthem arising
out of the'rental agreement. If the landlord and tenant agree to mediate disputes, they
shall include the scope ofthe agreement within the executed rental agreement, incorpo-
rate a reference to that agreement within the rental agreement, or add the text of the
agreement as a separate attachment to the rental agreement. - <<

(b) Alandlord and a tenant may agree to binding arbitration of the disputes between
them as to an obligation of either of them arising out of the rental agreement. If the
landlord and tenant agree to binding arbitration, they shall include the scope of the
agreement within the executed rental agreement, incorporate a reference to that
agreement within the rental agreement, or add the text ofthe agreement as a separate
attachmentto the rental agreement. (8 34 ch 121 SLA 1994)

Sec. 34.03.350. Attorney fees. Attorney fees shall be allowed to the prevailing party
in any proceeding arising out ofthis chapter, or a rental agreement. (§ J ch 10 SLA 1974)

NOTESTO DECISIONS

Cited in Sullivan v. Subramanian, 2 P.3d 68 (Alas-
ka 2000).

Sec. 34.03.380. Definitions. In this chapter,

(1) “abandonment”means that the tenant has left the dwelling unit and the tenant’
personal belongings in it and has been absent for a continuous period of seven dayB or
longer without giving notice under AS 34.03.150 and has defaulted in the payment of
rent; >,

(2). “building and housing codes"include any law, ordinance, or governmental regula-
tion concerning fitness for habitation, or the construction, maintenance, operation*,
occupancy, use, or appearance of a premise or dwelling unit;

(3 “dwelling unit”means a structure or a part of a structure that issued as a home,
residence, or sleeping place by one person who maintains a household or by two or more
persona who maintain a common household, and includes mobile homes, and if located in
a mobile home park, the lot or space upon which a mobile home is placed;

(4) “fair rental value” means the average rental rate in the community for available
dwelling units of similar size and features; i

(5) “good faith” means honesty in fact in the conduct of the transactlon concerned,;

(6) “illegal activity involving alcoholic beverages” means a person’s delivery of an
alcoholic beverage in violation of AS 04.11.010(b) in an area where the results of a local
option election have, under AS 04.11.491, prohibited the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board from issuing, renewing, or transferring a liquor license or permit under AS 04p

(7) “illegal activity involving a controlled substance” means a violation of AS
11.71.010(a), 11.71.020(a), 11.71.030(axXI) or (2), or 11.71.040(a)(2), (2), or (B); "

(8) “illegal activity involving gambling or promoting gambling’; means a violation of-

(A) AS 11.66.200, other than a social game as that term is defined by AS 11.66.280{9)(

and
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(B) AS 11.66.210 or 11.66.220;

U niform Residential Landlord and Tenant Act

§ 34.03.360

(9) “illegal activity involving an imitation controlled substance” means a violation of

AS 11.73.010 — 11.73.030;

(10) “illegal activity involving a place of prostitution” means a violation of AS

11.66.120(axXI) or 11.66.130(aXI) or (4);

(121) “landlord” means the owner, lessor, or sublessor of the dwelling unit or the
building of which it is a part, and it also means a manager of the premises who tails to

disclose as required by AS 34.03.080;

(12) “organization”includes a corporation, government, governmental subdivision or
agency, business trust, estate, trust, partnership or association, two or more persons
having a joint or common interest, and any other legal entity;

(13) “owner” means one or more persons, jointly or severally, in whom is vested all or
part ofthe legal title to property or all or part ofthe beneficial ownership of property and
a right to present use of the premises; the term includes a mortgagee in possession;

(14) *premises” means a dwelling unit and the structure of which it is a part and
facilities and appurtenances in it and grounds, areas, and facilities held out for the use
oftenants generally or whose use is promised to the tenant;

(15) “prepaid rent” means that amount of money demanded by the landlord at the
initiation of the tenancy for the purpose of ensuring that rent will be paid, but does not
include the first month’s rent or money received as security for damage;

(16) “prostitution” means an act in violation of AS 11.66.100;

(17) *rent” means the uniform periodic payment due the landlord, however denomi-

nated;

(18) “rental agreement” means all agreements, written or oral, and valid rules and
regulations adopted under AS 34.03.130 embodying the terms and conditions concerning

the use and occupancy of a dwelling unit and premises;
(19) “sanitary facility” means a flush toilet and proper drainage for all toilets, sinks,

basins, bathtubs, and showers;

(20) “single family residence” means a structure maintained and used as a single

dwelling unit;

(21) “tenant”means a person entitled under a rental agreement to accupy a dwelling

unit to the exclusion of others;

(22) “undeveloped rural area” means an area where public sewer or water services are
not available. (8 1ch 10 SLA 1974; am § 62 ch 21 SLA 1991; am & 35, 37 ch 121 SLA

1994; am § 67 ch 101 SLA 1995)

Revisor’s notes. — The paragraphs added by ch.
121, SLA 1994 were renumbered to maintain the
alphabetical order of the terms defined.

NOTES TO

Good faith in eviction for change of use of
land. — There waa no showing that park operators
acted in bad faith inordering the eviction of tenant’s
mobilehome forthe purposeofchangingthe useofthe
land where it was established that, following the
gviction, there was, in fact, a change in the use,
evidence that the operators wanted to evict tenants
because they found the mobile homeunsightly did not,
standing alone, support an inference that the opera-
tors acted in bad feith. Sharpe v. TVail, 902 P.2d 304
(Alaska 1995)

“Landlord™ failingto “terminate” tenancies. —
Apartment owner who sold the premises and took a
second mortgage on them was the “landlord” and
liable for tenants’security deposits, even though he
never received them from the purchaser, wherehe had
failed to “terminate” the tenancies of the tenants by

DECISIONS

giving them notice of hia nonjudicial foreclosure,
Alaska Tham ster-Employer Pension Trustyv, Wise, 120
Bankr. 537 (Bankr. D. Alaska 1990).

Term “rental agreement™ not used in connec-
yOn with month-to-month tenancies. — While
“rental agreement” is defined in this section as “all
ngreementa ... embodymyg the terms and conditions
* cemin o" n "d occupancy ofa dwelllng unit

» U j
o' e HH rental agreement s not used » the

uniform act in connection with month-to-month ten-

McCqU v- 556 P2d 535 (Alaska 1976).

AS 34.03.020(d) fixes a month-to-month ten-

ancy, in absence of agreement by the parties to a

different term in the rental agreement, ifrent is paid

on a monthly bs«is. McCall v. Fickes, 556 P.2d 535
(Alaska 1976).
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Police and fire vehicles responded to the scene on Spruce Brook
Street, where toxic fumes had been reported in the second house from
the right. (Photo by Brian Blockcolsky/KTUU)

By Steve MacDonald

KTUU-TV
Updated: 1:00 a.m. ET Feb. 26, 2004

Feb. 25 - A South Anchorage man is dead and his wife is in critical ntLIJgJVD:E LOCAL LINKS
condition after a toxic gas leaked into their home. Fire investigators . .
* What's Cookin' with
say it appears carbon monoxide poisoned the couple, but they are still Chef Al
conducting tests to confirm their suspicions. « Market View
e Channel 2 News
The husband and wife, whose names haven't been released yet, were Webcast
found at about 12:30 p.m. Wednesday by an Anchorage police officer. - Alaska's Fiveday
Police went the home on Spruce Brook Street after the couple's son Forecast
in New York told police he hadn't been able to reach them. » The Forgotten War
» Alaska Event
"The son had reported that he had been trying to contact his parents Calendar
for three days without success, and the male victim had not shown for * The Snowmachine
work in three days,"” said Tom Kempton of the Anchorage Fire Report
Department.
Officer Jackie Valdez broke into the home to find the woman
unconscious downstairs and dragged her outside to safety. The man's
body was found upstairs.
According to the fire department, Valdez complained of feeling dizzy
and was also hospitalized. A police spokesman says both w men are
conscious and are expected to recover. REGIONAL NEWS
The fire department says it suspects a car in the home's attached * Kenai
e Juneau

garage may have been the source of the poisoning. Investigators say

the keys were in the ignition, and the ignition was in the on position. * Other Citites

http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4376951/ 2/26/04
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Mothers Against [>unk Driving
JUNEAU CHAPTER

211 4th St., Suite 314

Juneau, AK 99501

Phone (907)463-2562

Fax (907)463-2540
madd@alaska.net
www.madd.org/ak/juneau

February 10, 2004

Representative Tom Anderson
State Capitol, room 432
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re:  House Bill 423
"An Act relating to accidents involving the vehicle of a person under the influence of an

alcoholic beverage; and providing for an effective date."

Dear Representative Anderson:

The MADD Alaska Chapters, Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau and Mat-Su, support House Bill
423.

House Bill 423 will encourage and protect designated drivers. It is imperative that support is
provided for those who drive potential drunk drivers to their destination. A designated driver is

"life insurance” for all who use our road system.

House Bill 423 would create a deterrent for those who might otherwise drive impaired if unable
to find an alternative method of transportation.

While annual alcohol-related traffic fatalities have decreased by more than 33 percent over the
past few decades, the latest statistics show a recent increase with more than 17,400 people
killed and more than half a million others injured in alcohol-related crashes in 2002.

Alaska had 87 traffic deaths of which 35 were alcohol-related(40%) in 2002. The previous year
our state lost 47 Alaskans out of 89 (53%) because of alcohol.

Sincerely,

Cindy Cashen
Executive Director


mailto:madd@alaska.net
http://www.madd.org/ak/juneau
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“OFF THE ROAD PROGRAM?”

A free ride home for you and your car
Let us all add safety to our community. Together we can make
Anchorage a safer place to live.
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ANCHORAGE Cabaret, Hotel, Restaurant, and Retailers Association
(CHARR)
OFFTHE ROAD PROGRAM

Onr Vision:
Anchorage CHARR, a unified financially sound organization to
protect, foster and grow the hospitality industry servmﬁ]a strong
membership and to maintain a positive relationship with the
Anchorage community,

Our Mission: . e -
Our mission is to serve and represent the hospitality industry within

the Municipality of Anchorage. Collaborate with responsible
members, stakeholders, and businesses as a vital part of the
community.

Our Concerns; . : :
Unintentional acts created by patron drivers of vehicles under the

influence that may be harmful to other members ofthe community,
This may occur when: o _ _
+ A patron has a need for their vehicle the following mormngi
and does not want the inconvenience of collecting the vehicle.
» Vehicles can be towed for s number of reasons thus incurring
unwanted costs, _ _
» There is also the possibility the vehicle could be vandalized
and/or burglarized,
. S:cmpily the patron choose not to pay or can not pay for the cost
of a taxi,

“These are reasons some patrons may justify drinking and driving”

Our Solution: _ _ _
To provide a safe mode of transportation for the patron and his/her

vehicle. This service can be requested by the patron or by the

determination of the establishment to limit liabilities and"to protect

the %eneral public. This accompaniment program would be provided

by the municipal licensed chauffeurs (laxi cab &ivers).

J gransportatmn provided from the establishment to the patrons

ome.

» Patron and vehicle arrive home safe together.

» Limited or no cost to the patron for thisservice.

* Educate establishment staff and public of the availability of
this program and the benefits that it provides.
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January 21,2004

In order for this program to be successful the cab companies and the liquor
establishments must work and communicate cIoseIH. 0 help facilitate this
Wi

program, the establishments will Implement the fo
1

2.

ng strategies and policies;

Place signs near pay phones, direct lines to cab companies and in other
conspicuous areas of the establishment such as restrooms and near the exits
where signs can be easily read. o _
Train the establishment'staff members on the availability of this program,
how to inform patrons, and how to implement the procedures agreed upon
b Erogram officials. _

ake public service announcements (PSA) on In-house sound systems (if
establishment is equipped) from time to time and at closing time to help
influence patrons decisions to use the program. _
Pay a portion of the cab fare cost agreed upon by establishments and

Brogramofficials. _ o .
romote program from time to time in conjunction with other advertising

and promotions. Make program informational hand outs available to
atrons in the establishments, _
rack program usage (in conjunction with the cah companies) to assess

effectiveness and demographics and to provide informational statistics for

program officials to use In‘promoting and or improving this program,

Anchorage CHARR feels, with the establishments implementinlg these strategies and

policies will help assure the success of this exciting and new col

aboration.

John G. Pattee
Anchorage CHARR
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RN T Services DJB*A.Checker Cab Company
3215 Mountain ViewDrive
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3108
O ffice (907) 274-3333 Fax (907) 258-7775 24 Hour Dispatch (907) 276-1234

Regarding: Off The Roatv Program

In order for this program to work and be successful the Restraunt’s,
Lounge’s and ah Taxicab Companies MUST work together and communicate closely
with everyone. To help facilitate this, Checker Cab Company will implement the

following procedure and policies:

1. We will have aMiNimMum of six (6) designated taxi drivers on duty
every night to be available for this program.

2. We will set a flat rate fee of S40.00 per car deliveries made from
any licensed establishment to one (1) destination in the Anchorage

Area, for BOTH the patron and his/her vehicle.

3. Every Car Delivery that we do will be logged into alog book in the
Dispatch office as it comes in, so it will be easy to track our
progress with this program and how well it is working to benefit the

Anchorage Community.

4. Train All Taxicab Drivers and Dispatch Employees with our
Company about this program, incase designated driver’s are not
available they will be able to cover the car deliveiy safely.

5. Promote, with all the taxi drivers help, how this program is
available to ALL Customers headed to any drinking establishment
in the Anchorage Area, A Safe and Convenient way to enjoy all
licensed establishments and not have to worry about retrieving their
vehicle the next day ifit has not been towed away.

RNT Services and Checker Cab Company feel that this program
will work to help solve some of the drinking and driving problems
that exist here in the Anchorage Area and will make the
Community a much safer community for everyone to live in.

Nancy R Brockway
Owner- RNT Services
Office Manager - Checker Cab Company
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mKMtUNK: Program
would see car, driver
home by cabbie.

The Associated Prato

. JUNEAU - Drunken
drivers 'and their' vehicles-
could gel a.ride home if a hill
that ed, the Mouse on
Tuesday has its intended ei-
-fect ] g |

.Rolocbergaald. ;e
The progtl)’sam should re-
move one obstac

same as if die owner hadbeon
driving.
Rep. Eric Croft, D-AnChor-

le that fpre— . | -/
vents drunken drivers' from age, said thal provision re-

giv_i?g up their keys, Roylfeberg
sai

""Meny'drivers are really re-
luctant to leave their dearest
possession, sometimes. their
veldcle, in a parking laot""

Rokebergsail ) ]
Often they need their <tarto

State Rep. NormRokeberg, gel towork the next day, they
R—Anchora%e, Introduced the worryaboutvandalismor iney

- imits liability for
taxis transporting drunken

drivers' care. He said he’s iiy-. kept the “Off the Road" pro- 60,

Ingto clear theway for a/i An-

chorage program called "'Off
the - ' to get off the
ground.

The Downtown Licensed
BeverBge Association, the
Downtown  Partnership and
corporate-  sponsors- ¢ have.-
pitched in to fund the pro-
gram which would pay for cab
drivers to lake both an individ-
ual and his car horme frompar-
ticipating downtrrii - bars,

fear it will be towed, he said.
High Insurance costs have.

gram fromstarting, Rokebe
sail He said insurance woul
have .cost- taxi co ies'
$1,000 per month pdr

The hill , exempts cab
drivers operatm% runke
drivers’ vehicle from liability
in anaccident except in cases
of gross negligence or reck-
less or Intentional misconduct

The vehicle owner's insur-
ancewould still have topay for

.damages in anaccident, Ihe

moved his concern about the
hill. Without it, he said, he had
feared accident victims would
havnno recourse.

mThe hiil passed (he House

370. Rep. John Davies, D- flag

Fairbanks, .gave notice of re*
conrideration of his vote, so
the measure could come up.
for a.final vote today. After
that, itwould go to the Senate.
The measure is House Bill

In other news at the Cdpitol

the drunken-. m

Andwraga DjifyNam

Road’ fillrdle

on Tuesday:. .
® The House State Affairs
Committed approved- House
Joint Resolution- 30, by'Rep.
Pete. Kott, R-Eagle River. It
urges the U.S. Congress to be-
g}l]n the process of amending
the U.S. CdnstitiilUop to pro-
hlibit desecration of-the US.
« Croups on both sides, of
the abortion issue held rallies
ba the Capitol steps to com-
memo'ratc.the anniversary of
Roe vs, tyircg, the.U.S. Sup-
reme Court decision that le-
alized abortionin the United
tates,
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A CONSERVATIVE VOICE F

DUItaxibi

By PRANK DAHL

The early part ofthe year is a.time
for reflection, for ma_n% reasons’. Many,
dfus center or) our faith and family and
lives; but also-on our dedication and
responsibility to each other. House Hill

8 is a _perfect example of taking
responsibility- one step further by truly
watching, out for our friends and

trons. And the state House agrees, aa

e atate
%enata.

‘Sponsored by Rep. Norm R(_)keberP,
this' proposed” legislation will _help
reduce our DUI (driving under the influ-
ence of aloohal.) problem. The premise
behind Rep. Rokeberg’s proposal is that
people fail to And an alternative means
of transportation when the.y ore legally
toteodcalod because they do not.wish to
incur the cost ofa cab, nak .vandalismto
thair vehicle or be hinderad by retrieval
pEtheir, vehicle the next morning. With'
no “peroaived” alternative. they opt to
driva.iwrje intoxicated. Many arrive
safely at home, but dir those who are
armtod, orcause an

and- Downtown natal 1
License  Bewverage L/dm.
Association; the concept is to'provide a
means through which an/intoxicated
individual, hesitant to drive because
he/ahe is above the legal limit (.08 blood-
alcohol content), can ask an employee at
the participating bar or restaurant to
request cab service for himself and his
vahide. The participating cab comps
will dispatch a cab with an extra driver
whowill subsequently drive the patrons
vehicle home at the same time'tho intox-
icated patron Is driven home in the cab.
Not a bad idea. And best of all, public
safetyisnotcompromised.
Not only doea this solution instill a
partnership mentality between commu-
nity. patron and business, but it also’

The Bradley House

r

OR AL15K&N3

6S6V942/.06-Q |

Im e S

Il a

il Wt

reminds, residents of the. fact that’ the
hospltahR/nindustry cares aboutlinir '
‘safety. chorage , Cabaret, -Hotel,
Restaurant & Retailers Association, for
example, wholeheartedly endorses the
concept; And many éstablishments

have endorsed the bill and are eagerto  Many

participate upon enactment of the pro-
gram. " In the end, it’s a win-win for

eve(r)(y%ne. )
concern that haa arisen stems

.from the potential for a lawsuit, if the

cab company employee, who drives tho
individual's " vehiclé home, causes an
accident from negleence. The context

ofthe hill is intréer?ded tohold harmless i

the driver, cab company and licensed
establishment if intentional miscon-
duct is not a factor. In otherwords sid
one will bo liable for acting responsﬂ_:ll_y.
Tothat end, we must formulate diTac-
tiva insurance language in the bill to
maintain the integrity ofthe no-liabili-
ty intent. .

During troubled times, members' of

Y society tend to Andit easier to cart tho

first itone, rather than seek lasting
solutions to issues like alcohol abuse
and DUl prevention. The easiest
approach is to critititeour laws and leg,
rilators, and be reactive,, rather than
proactive. Or, mandate harsher penal-
ties and fill our correctional system
beyond its capacity whileincreasing our
need for more taxes.

3SfOK

(907) 33S-7178

Wednesday. January30.3003 B-7

WILLIHM J. TOBIN
S<bw aditu

*But BonmBdeo, no matter howhard
one tries;-it te;impooasible to understand
the mipciBet ofwhy people do what they
do. Drunka dont make thought-out
decisions. T_heﬁ/ act and react. Driving
under the «influence is no exception
.ofus areguilty of bad judgment.
The solution lies in curbing behavior
with .quality treatment and. education,

.or, as An alternative, preventing

behavior like driving under the influ-
ence fromevep happening.

" HB 68 eliminates the consequence of.
a DUI, while at the same time partner-
mg the hospitality Industry with the cad
industry with the insurance industry, in
concert with law .enforcement at the city

and state level. The innovators and
sponsor ofthis bill should be commend-
ed fora novel and positive approachto a
growing problem that doesnt need to
*QUStL, "o
HB 68 is right ontarget for a Gontrol-
lable problem And it will e tho state
ofAlaska real tax dollars.
_ Let 2002 be the year of understand-
ing, neighbor helping neighbor. Let this
year be one in which we stop casting
.stones and instead, embrace using the
.stones to build a bridgo'of cooperation.
HB 68 can he the first step.

Frank Dehl « president of tfie Anchor-

age Cabaret, Hotel, Restaurant and Retoit-
«»Association (HAAQ

DVTIT 3HJ. ® 1Ql bG-9Z-IB



Category
Operation:
Salaries
Payroll taxes
Accounting

Tax return preparation

BanK charges

Advertising (events)

Printing
Entertainment
Telephone
Utilities

Repairs & Maint.
Administrative O.H.
Medical Insurance
Insurance - other

Legal

Transportation cost

Miscellaneous

Subtotal Operations

July

5Q0

100

100

50

0

0
23125
0

500
4000
6000

0
13562.5

500

100

100

50

2312.5

500

6000

9562.5

Anchorage CHARR
OFF THE ROAD PROGRAM

Budget

September

500

100
14,000
8,000
100

50

0

0
2312.5
0

500
2000
6000

0
33562.5

October

500

100
16,000

100

50

0

0
2312.5
0

500

0

6000

0
25562.5

November

500

100

2,000
100

50

0

0
2312.5
0

500

0

6000

0
11562.5

December

500

100

100

50

0

0
2312.5
0

500
2000
6000

0
11562.5

Total

3000

600
30000
10000

600

300

0

0
13875
0

3000
8000
36000
0
105375



