
ALASKA LEGISLATURE COMMITTEE FILES, 2003-2004 8672
11052 HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS   '___________





Date of Committee Action:

The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: HB 350

HOUSE BILL NO. 350 CRIME VICTIMS' COMPENSATION FOR ARSON

"An Act relating to adding personal injm-y, death, and property damage from arson in the first degree to the 
offenses compensable by the Violent Crimes Compensation Board."

Recommends it be replaced with [ ] HCS or [ CS for. H & 3 5 Q ______________________ ( S T *  )
For Senate Bills with new title: [ ] Technical Title [ ] New Title: HCR________  [ ] Same Title [ H  New Title

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to___________ Committee
[ ] Letter of Intent__________ Committee

( O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O I f

(7)
Date Referred to Committee: January 12,2004 FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary

List o f  
Abbftv PREVIO U S  FISC A L NOTESN E W  FISCAL NOTES

♦Assigned b y  C h i e f  C le r k ’ s O f f ic e FN# | FiscalList by Dept(s):FiscalDepts.
A D M
C E D
C O R
C R T
E E D
D E C
D F G
GOV
H SS
L E G
L A W
L W F
M V A
D N R
D P S
R E V
D O T
UA

Signing with recom m endations P rin te d  L a s t Nam e

k 'r j M s / '

C h a i r
C h a i r

i f



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

23-LS1324\Q
Luckhaupt

1/21/04

WORK DRAFT

CS FO R  H O U SE BILL NO. 350(STA)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Offered:
Referred:
Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES GATTO AND GRUENBERG

A BILL 

FO R  AN ACT ENTITLED 

"A n Act adding  personal injury  and death  from  arson in the first degree to the injuries 

com pensable by the Violent Crimes Com pensation Board."

BE IT  EN A CTED  BY TH E LEG ISLA TU RE O F THE STATE O F ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.67.101 is amended to read:
Sec. 18.67.101. Incidents and offenses to which this chap ter applies. The

board may order the payment of compensation in accordance with the provisions of 

this chapter for personal injury or death that resulted from

(1 ) an attempt on the part of the applicant to prevent the commission of 

crime, or to apprehend a suspected criminal, or aiding or attempting to aid a police 

officer to do so, or aiding a victim of crime; or
(2 ) the commission or attempt on the part of one other than the 

applicant to commit any of the following offenses:
(A) murder in any degree;
(B) manslaughter;

-1- CSHB 350(STA)
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1 (C) criminally negligent homicide;

2 (D) assault in any degree;

3 (E) kidnapping;

4 (F) sexual assault in any degree;

5 (G) sexual abuse of a minor;
6 (H) robbery in any degree;

7 (I) threats to do bodily harm; [OR]

8 (J) driving while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage,

9 inhalant, or controlled substance or another crime resulting from the operation

10  of a motor vehicle, boat, or airplane when the offender is under tire influence

11 of an alcoholic beverage, inhalant, or controlled substance; o r

12 fK] arson in the first degree.

CSHB 350(STa ) -2-
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House o f Representatives

Official Business
State Capitol 

Juneau, AK  99801-1182

R ep resen ta tiv e  Carl G atto  R ep resen ta tiv e  M ax G ruenberg

SPONSOR STATEMENT

CSHB 3 5 0  (S ta te  Affairs)
C om pen sation  for V ic tim s o f A rson

Late last summer a home in Anchorage was severely damaged by a fire 
deliberately set by an unknown perpetrator while the family was asleep. 
Fortunately the family survived without injuiy. However many other arson 
victims have not been so fortunate. Deliberately setting a fire that endangers 
someone else is first-degree arson, a class A felony. Current Alaska law does 
not include first-degree arson on the list of crimes for which victims may receive 
compensation from the Violent Crimes Compensation Board (VCCB). CSHB 
350 (State Affairs) simply adds arson to the list of crimes for which victims may 
receive compensation.
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(Thousands of Dollars)

2694

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other PFD Criminal Fund

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Full-time
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Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata papa if necessary)
HB 350 would add arson as a compensable crime and property damage as a compensable loss under AS 

18.67. Only the most serious of arson cases (first degree) would be eligible for consideration by the Violent 

Crimes Compensation Board. These cases would compete with other eligible applicants for available grant 

payments.
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Commissioner Mike Miller Date 1/16/2004
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A nchorage D aily News
ARSONS HIT NORTHEAST ANCHORAGE

rw.'» I , Hill ItDTM t AvJhiVP- tv-t) h r**
Miles Vallejo, 15, a lieshman al East High, salvaged smoke-damaged family photographs [rom his homo Monday. Vallejo was awake when someone set (he to 
Ihe house. He woke the other occupants In tho house, and everyone escaped serious Injury.

H o m e  d a m a g e d ,  b u t  n o  o n e  h u r t
Several fire stations also respond to string of vehicle blazes

By TATABOLINE BRANTAnchofji/;<j Dully News
A housu and al least tour vehicles 

were set ablaze in u siring ol arsons 
Monday in norlheasl Anchorage.

The tires occurred between 0:15 
and 7;1£» a nt. in Hie Mountain View 
and Russian Jack i . ighborlioods. Firc- 
fighleis came (run. as faraway ns 80th 
Avenue, Tlidnr Hoad and Spenard to 
fight the back-to-back blazes.

A 15-year-old boy cut his thumb 
while trying lo extinguish a tire that 
hod been set at his house while his 
family slept, but oilier than that, there 
were no injuries. The boy roused his 
family and everyone gol out safely, but 
they lost a cat named Precious and 
their house was badly damaged.

Hattie Nichols, 71, said her great- 
grandson, Miles Vallejo, is a hero.

"Had it not been (or him, we all 
would have died in the fire," she said.

la all, fires at nboui half a dozen to 
cations were called in Monday morn­
ing, and there were other reports of 
two nllcinplcd arsons and an acciden­
tal carpel fire, Anchorage Police De­
partment spokesman Ron McGee said 

Police and fire officials were slill Hy­
ing to piece together the details Mon­
day night. They did not yet know how 
many of the fires were related or what 
Ihe motive for selling them might have 
been. Total damages are estimated to 
be 5265,(100, Anchorage Fire Depart­
ment spokesman Tom Kctnptnn said.

McGee and Kempton said a witness 
saw a woman in the vicinity of one fire 
wlto was said lo be bolding a cylindrical 
object that might have been a torch. Po­
lice want to talk to the woman, who had 
dark hair, was aboul 5 feet 5 inches tall 
and weighed about 120 pounds. Anyone

See Back I ’axe, SIRES

Tricla Estoies, In while, embraces her grandmothor Hottlo Nichols 
outside the home In Ihe Russian Jack neighborhood where they 
escaped an early-morning lire Monday, Two other people also 
escaped.

MONDAY NIGHT
Packers run past Bears,

C 3 i  - spoil new den

u

WEATHEP

^ 3  !a SPO RTS
September drips onHigh 58; low 46

JAY HAMMOND
Endowment plan must 
meet certain conditions

OP-ED
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with information is asked to call 
police. The first fire occurred 
at a green ranch-style. house at 
4211E. Third Ave.

Miles, an East High fresh­
man, was getting ready for 
school around G a.mi when he 
heard a crash near the front of 
his home. He thought it might 
the cats at first, said his great­
grandmother, Nichols, but when 
he opened the front door, he 
found flames covering the door­
way and a partially burned plas­
tic fuel can with kerosene in it 
sitting on the porch. ■' 'v

Miles rushed to wake his 
family and then ,climbed out a 
window with his aunt’s fiance 
and turned a hose on the fire. 
They found the garage engulfed 
in flames.

Nichols said her family has 
lived in the house for more than 
30 years. They used the garage 
for storage. There was little 
they could do Monday but watch 
as the family’s Hawaiian cul­
tural items, photographs, golf 
clubs, tools, clothes, luggage 
and other items burned.

All four people iii the house

— three adults and Miles — got 
out safely.. Firefighters were dis­
patched at 6:18 a.m. and were 
able-to contain the blaze to. the 
garage and attic, but there was 
smoke damage in the house, the 
family said.

Miles’ father, Trevis Kordus, 
picked through the charred, 
soggy mess Monday afternoon. 
A plumber and golf pro, he 
wasn't home at the time of the 
fire; he had spent the night in 
Wasilla after a golf tournament 
Sunday in Palmer.

"It’s amazing that everyone 
got out OK,’’ he said.

Miles said he doesn’t consid­
er himself a hero.

“I just consider myself in the 
right place at the right time to 
save my family — especially 
my grandmother,” he said. “She 
was sleeping right next to1 the 
garage.”

Kordus said the family will 
probably stay with relatives 
for the immediate future. After 
that, lie’s not syre what they’ll 
do. The family had insurance, 
but not enough to cover dam­
age that Kempton estimated at 
$145,000.

' ,,y> 'S':Mountain View area fires
Police are/seeking a 5 - fo o t -5 ,1 2 0 -p o u n d , fem ale  who was seen  In the area

Kordus said he had numerous 
photo albums and his son’s mem­
orabilia from as far back as kin 
dergarten stored in the garage,

"Pretty much half my life is 
gone now,” he said, “Stuff that..;,:, 
you can't replace with money.”, 

Minutes

•  T |m o : 6 : # a m
•  W horp : N ea r43b 4 :P d rso .n s  Ave.
•  Type o f . f l r e : Truck an d dum p s te r

•  Time: 7 :0 2  am
•  W here : 5 2 1  N. Klevln St;
•  T ypo io f fi re : Van ■after firefighters^! ^

were dispatched to the house ■ ■!:■■ I  f  ;| •••'
fire, a flurry of other calls s t a r t e d P . sii 
coming in from Mountain View.1 : -

Outside a ranch-style house . Vyv 
at 4107 Thompson Ave., a Chev-v ? ^  
rolet Celebrity was torched down 
to its metal frame. Down an alley,

•Time: 6:43 am . •'/.
•  VVhoro: 6 0 5  N. Hoyt St. :
•  Type o f  f i re : T ra sh /s o fa .

•  Type o f  fire  House

windows were gone, and copper^. ! 
wires lituig in a tangled mess , 
where the dash used to be.'

About a block away, a fire in 
a red Jeep Cherokee parked on 
tne street near 402 N. Klevin 
burned into a seat cushion. The •. 
rest of the Jeep did not catch 
fire, but burn marks were visi-'
ble around the gas tank. sibtcJl.^ncltorofio'pro^nd Pollcq Uoporlfnenl rpnorts
■ Near 4304 ' Parsons Ave.,. a
trash bin and a Chevrolet S-iO.«: ■ •’A sofa1 sitting outside an Damage to the vehicles and 
pickup were torched. The fire apartment' building at 605 N. their contents is estimated at 
melted the camper shell on the Hoyt St. also was set on fire, $120,000,’ Kemptoh said.

LNQSTRQM / Anchowao Daily Npwt

truck., _Kempton said, Vtyf.



P.O. BOX 110230 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99311-0230  
PHONE: (907) 465-3040
TOLL FREE: I -800-764-3040
FAX: (907) 465-2379

January 20, 2004

Representative Bruce Weyhrauch, Chair, House State Affairs
Representative Jim Holm, Vice-Chair, House State Affairs
Representative John Coghill, House State Affairs
Representative Bob Lynn, House State Affairs
Representative Paul Seaton, House State Affairs
Representative Ethan Berkowitz. House State Affairs
Representative Max Gruenberg, House State Affairs - Co-sponsor HB350
Representative Carl Gatto - Co-sponsor HB350
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska

F R A N K  H. M U R K O W S K I ,  G O V E R N O R

r p \

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

VIOLENT CRIM ES COM PENSATION BOARD

RE: HB350
Adding arson to AS 18.67

Dear Honorable Chair Weyhrauch, Honorable Vice-Chair Holm, Honorable Members of 
the House State Affairs Committee, and Honorable Representative Gatto:

The Violent Crimes Compensation Board (Board) appreciates the opportunity to lend its 
support for HB350. The toll violent crime takes on innocent victims in Alaska is 
immense. HB350 would add arson as a compensable crime by the Board. Only the most 
serious arson cases would be eligible for consideration.

While these cases would compete with other eligible applicants for awards out of the 
Board's limited funds, there is little doubt arson victims suffer extreme losses. I urge you 
to support this bill and applaud your efforts on behalf of Alaskan crime victims.

I am available to discuss this with you and will do my best to be available to you while 
this bill is in your committee. I can be reached at work in Valdez at 907-834-6480 and at 
home in Valdez at 907-835-2329.

Respectfully,

f r -Gerad Godfrey 
Chair

12-L6LH Cj Printed on recycled paper
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January 20, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:

Regarding: letter in support of CSHB 350 (State Affairs)

Arson is a serious crime and not at all uncommon in the State of Alaska. Victims of arson 
can be left with many scars, both physical and mental. The trauma can be devastating as 
with any serious crime. The financial demands can be overwhelming. Too often these 
victims are without any support or resources. Victims or Justice would like to offer our 
support for CSHB 350 (State Affairs). If you have any further question please do not 
hesitate to give me a call at 907-278-0986.

Donna Garner, 
Executive Director 
Victims for Justice, Inc.

VICTIMS

* RECEIVED V IA  EMAIL

mailto:vfj@alaskalife.net
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GASOLINE IGNITED FATAL BLAZE 
BEACHFRONT ARSON CLAIMS 2ND VICTIM

Author: Don Hunter 
Daily News Reporter 
Staff

Edition: Final 
Section: Nation 
Page: Al

Estimated printed pages: 2 

Article Text:

(1986-Current)
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A second victim burned in the Beachfront Apartments arson has died in a Seattle hospital. Records of 
the medical examiner there say the Fire started when someone broke a window, dumped gasoline inside 
and lit it.

Jacqueline M. Robinson, 30, died at 11:34 p.m. Monday at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle, a 
hospital spokesman said. Coroner's records say she had suffered bums over 80 percent of her body in 
the Thursday morning fire and died of complications from her injuries.

The fire's first victim was identified Tuesday by Anchorage investigators as 45-year-old Julius DuBose. 
Authorities had declined to name DuBose until dental records could confirm his identity.

The arson at the East Anchorage Complex displaced six families, some 30 people in all. Several residents 
said after the fire that investigators told them they suspected an apartment was firebombed. One 
described hearing glass break and seeing a flash of light outside his upstairs window before an explosion 
shook the building.

Witnesses said Robinson ran from Apartment 2 in flames about 4:45 a.m. Thursday. DuBose. screaming, 
fell inside the living room. Residents of another ground-floor unit threw water on him and tried to pull 
him to safety, but intense heat forced them back.

Fire department spokeswoman Kayle Foster said Tuesday the fire was ignited in a bedroom. Several 
other people who were in the apartment at the time were able to escape.

Anchorage police and arson investigators have refused to discuss how the fire was set. But Foster, after 
hearing the King County, Wash., medical examiner's account of the fire's origin, said she could confirm 
it.

The police and fire departments are collaborating on the investigation, and have asked anyone with 
information about the crimes to call Crime Stoppers or the arson hotline. The number for Crime 
Stoppers is 561-7867. The arson hotline is 267-5060.

The fire was the second arson at the Beachfront in the last six weeks. On Oct. 25. two boys, ages 10 and 
11, set fire to a car in a carport and the blaze spread to two other buildings in the complex, leaving 18 
families homeless. The children were charged with arson and taken to McLaughlin Youth Center.

Reporter Don Hunter can be reached at dhunter@adn.com.

1 of  2
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J u n e  7, 2001

M an  a t t a c k s  n e ig h b o rh o o d , s e t s  h o u s e  a b la z e  
N eighbor ho lds su sp e c t a t  g u n p o in t u n til  tro o p ers  arrive

Author: S.J. Komamitsky 
Anchorage D ly News 
Staff

Edition: Final 
Section: Nation 
Page: Al

Estimated printed pages: 3 

At tide Text:

A man wearing a single shoe and shouting about his plans to kill cats terrorized a Wasilla area 
neighborhood Wednesday, throwing rocks at hou'- s, tipping over garbage cans and setting a home on 
fire.

The spree ended only after a neighbor pointed a rifle at the man.

Even so, it took two officers to get Gordon E. Samel, 39, of Wasilla into custody, Alaska State Troopers 
said. They hit him with a Tazer, a device that shoots a nonlethal Jolt of electricity, and had to wrestle him 
to the ground, said Sgt. Robert Cox.

Samel, who has been arrested several times over the past 20 years, was being held Wednesday at 
Mat-Su Pre-Trial Facility in Palmer. He was first taken to Valley Hospital in part because he told officers 
he had taken drugs, Cox said. He likely will face charges of arson and resisting arrest, Cox said.

Fire officials estimated damage to a two stoiy A-frame on Caribou Loop near the intersection of Seldon 
and Wasilla-Fishhook roads at about $60,000.

Shirley Durling, who lives at the home with her two young sons, said Wednesday evening she was still in 
shock. The deck and front of her home were scorched black, and tier roof was pocked with holes where 
firefighters had punched through to get to the flames.

"It's been a really good neighborhood." Durling said. "I've never worried about my kids going out to play, 
or anything. It’s just really weird."

The problems for the neighborhood -  a wooded residential area about three miles north of Wasilla -  
started about 3 p.m. when Samel popped out of the trees, residents said.

He was wearing a T-shirt, sweats and a single sandal, said Clarence Copeland, 55, an ex-Marine and 
truck driver who was raking his yard at the time.

"He was mumbling to himself and he said that he was going to kill my cats." Copeland said. "I told him,
'I don't have any cats.'"

He then started walking down the road, but not before tipping Copeland's trash cans over.

He then went next door to Durling’s home and started throwing rocks at it. Copeland told his wife.

1 of 2 l /oi /o/vm m./i7 m«
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Barbara, to call 911.

While she was on the phone with police dispatchers, Clarence Copeland saw the man grab a can of 
gasoline off Durling's front deck. He sloshed the liquid on the deck and lighted it on fire.

Copeland yelled to his wife, who relayed the news to dispatchers.

"I said, 'Oh my god, he lit the house on fire,' " she said.

The man then ran back to the street and starting running up and down the gravel road, she said.

"He was yelling, 'I didn't set it. I didn't set it,' " she said.

Meanwhile, flames were shooting up the front of the cedar-sided home, Barbara Copeland said.

Then Samel started walking up the Copeland's driveway.

Copeland told his wife to get his gun. She grabbed the biggest one she could find — a .243 caliber rifle 
with a scope.

What she didn't know was that it was unloaded. Her husband realized that soon after she handed it to 
him, but pretended it was loaded anyway.

He pointed the rifle at Samel and told him to leave. Samel slowly started backing up.

About the time he got to the end of the driveway, two troopers rolled up in patrol cars, Cl; rence 
Copeland said. They tried to wrestle Samel to the ground, but he fought back, and they hit him with the 
Tazer, Copeland said.

That was enough to get him into handcuffs, but even then he kept fighting, Cox said. They were still 
wrestling with him when fire crews showed up. said Central Mat-Su Fire Chief Jack Krill.

Finally the officers got Samel into a patrol car, where he proceeded to kick out the back passenger side 
window, Cox said. Broken glass from the window lay in the ditch next to the road Wednesday evening.

Durling, who was at work when a neighbor called to tell her that her house was on fire, said she arrived 
shortly after Samel was arrested.

Officers asked her to look at him to see if she recognized him. She didn't. But what she did see scared 
her.

"He Just looked at me," she said. "It was really creepy. Just his eyes. You could tell he was on 
something."

Durling, whu has lived in the neighborhood for past nine years, had no explanation for the attack on her 
home. She doesn't even own cats, she said, only a small "mutt" named Fritz.

Officers were at a loss as well, although Cox noted troopers had responded to numerous strange calls 
Wednesday.

"It's a full moon," he said. "I checked."

Reporter S.J. Komarnitsky can be reached at skomamitsky@adn.com or 352-6711.
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Article Text:

Alaska State Troopers are investigating an arson that gutted a teacher's house in Wasilla early Tuesday.

William Sterns. 49. woke about 3:45 a.m. to a thud on the porch, firefighters said. He found the lower 
level of his Willow Road home illuminated by flames through the front windows.

"I did what anybody would do at that time, grabbed a few essentials and bolted," Stems said.

He dialed 911 on his portable phone as he ran out the back door and around the front of his house to 
move the truck, which was about 10 feet from the flames.

Troopers arrived minutes later and put out much of the fire with portable extinguishers, but the flames 
spread through the wall and up into the eaves of the two-story frame house, Central Mat-Su Fire 
Department Battalion Chief Michael Keenan said.

Troopers called the fire an arson but would not say what was used to start it. pending an investigation.

Stems, who has taught government and politics at Wasilla High School for 15 years, said he has no 
reason to believe he was the target of a personal attack.

"There hasn't been any agitated interaction, adverse relations with kids." he said. "There’s nothing like 
that."

Damage was estimated at $50,000.

"It could be a mistaken location," trooper Sgt. Dennis Ponder said. "Obviously someone intended 
someone harm."

Reporter Karen Aho can be reached at kaho@adn.com.

Copyright (c) 1999, Anchorage Daily News 
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victim compensation in each state by crime category for FFY2002; Table 4, on page 16, shows 

the number of claims paid by crime category and by state.

Spending for Grants in Alaska

According to the report on the Victim Assistance Program submitted by the Council on Domestic 

Violence and Sexual Abuse for 2002, Alaska spent $6.9 million for assistance, projects and 

served more than 5,000 victims.17 Almost 93 percent of those persons were victims of child 

abuse, domestic violence, and sexual abuse.

During that same time period, according to the Violent Crimes Compensation Board's report on 

the Victim Compensation Program, Alaska provided almost $1.3 million in compensation to about 
500 victims of crimes.18 Of that amount, about 60 percent went to victims of assault, sexual 

assault, and child abuse. Approximately 12 percent went to victims of drunk drivers and other 

vehicular crimes. The remaining amount (approximately 30 percent) compensated victims of all 
other crimes, including robbery and homicide.

A report from the Office for Victims of Crime shows that Alaska was allocated just over $1.2 

million for victim assistance grants and about $500,000 for victim compensation by the 

Department of Justice for FFY2003.19

C r im e  S t a t is t ic s  in A la s k a

Although it may seem as if a serious bias exists in the granting of funds for victim assistance, it 

may also be helpful to look at crime statistics in Alaska. According to the Bureau of Justice 

Statistics, Alaska ranked first in the nation for forcible rape in 2001 (per 100,000 population).20 in 

2001, the rate for forcible rape nationwide was 31.8 rapes per 100,000 population— Alaska's rate 

was 78.9. In comparison, Alaska ranked eighth for aggravated assault, 18th for murder and 

nonnegligent manslaughter, 34lh for robbery, and 18lh for all violent crimes.

17 “2 0 0 2  A la sk a  S ta te  W id e  A ss is tan ce  R e p o rt ,"  V ictim s o f C r im e  Act V ictim C om p en sa tio n  G ran t P ro g ram , U .S . 
D ep a rtm en t o f Ju s t ic e . http://wvAV.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/fund/sbsmap/ovcplak1.htm (a c c e s s e d  D e c em b e r 2 , 2 0 0 3 ) .

'•  “ 2 0 0 2  A la sk a  S ta tew ide  C om pen sa tion  R e p o rt ,"  V ictim s o f C r im e  Act Victim  C om p en sa tio n  G ra n t P ro g ram , U .S . 
D ep a rtm en t o f Ju s t ic e , http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/fund/sbsm ap/ovccpakl.htm  (a c c e s s e d  D e c em b e r 2 , 2 0 0 3 ) .

18 “ 2 0 0 3  C rim e  V ic tim s Fund  A lloca tion s ," O ffic e  lo r V ictim s o f C rim e , U .S . D ep a rtm en t o f Ju s tic e , W . , ;h  3 , 2 0 0 3 ,
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc (a c c e s s e d  D e c em b e r 3 , 2 0 0 3 ) .

20 “T a b le  3 .1 1 3 : R a n k  o rd e r o f S ta le s  a c co rd in g  to  ra te s  (p e r 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  p opu la tion ) o l v io len t c rim e , m u rd e r and  
n on n eg lig en t m an s la u g h te r , fo rc ib le  rap e , robb e ry , and  a g g ra v a te d  a s s a u lt , 2 0 0 1 ,"  SO URC EBO O K o f Crim inal Justice  
Statistics Online, B u re a u  o f Ju s t ic e  S ta tis tics , U .S . D ep a rtm en t o f Ju s t ic e , httpV/www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/sourcebook.htm  
(a c c e s s e d  D e c em b e r 15 , 2 0 0 3 ) .  S ta tistics tor 2 0 0 1  a re  the  m os t re cen t n um be rs  a v a i la b le .
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Table 3: Victim Compensation Grant-Amounts Spent by State in FFY 2002, by Crime Clategory

S t a t e A s s a u l t H o m ic id e S e x u a l
A s s a u l t

C h i ld
A b u s e

D W I /D U I
O t h e r

V e h i c u la r
C r im e s

S t a lk in g R o b b e r y T e r r o r i s m K id ­
n a p p in g , A r s o n O th e r T o t a l

A la b a m a
A la s k a
A r iz o n a
A r k a n s a s
C a l i f o r n ia

$ 3 , 0 9 5 . 1  
$ 6 6 9 . 0  

$ 1 , 1 2 3 . 7  
$ 1 , 2 8 4 . 1  

$ 6 7 , 7 6 1 . 5  
$ 5  1 2 6  8

$ 1 , 6 8 0 . 6
$ 1 8 3 . 4
$ 9 3 7 . 9
$ 4 8 3 . 3

$ 2 2 , 0 5 9 . 9
$ 8 5 2 . 7

$ 3 6 0 . 1
$ 3 4 . 8

$ 1 1 0 . 4
$ 5 5 . 2

$ 5 , 8 7 6 . 6
$ 4 8 3 . 3

$ 1 9 1 . 1
$ 4 2 . 0

$ 1 5 4 . 6
$ 1 8 0 . 6

$ 2 7 , 7 4 6 . 7
$ 1 , 6 3 3 . 3

$ 5 4 . 3
$ 9 4 . 6

$ 1 6 8 . 4
$ 1 5 8 . 0

$ 4 , 9 1 1 . 3
$ 5 9 7 . 3

$ 2 8 2 . 1
$ 6 0 . 5

$ 1 2 3 . 6
$ 3 9 . 7

$ 6 , 5 7 4 . 3
$ 1 , 0 9 9 . 7

$ 1 . 9
$ 1 3 . 6

$ 2 . 6
$ 0 . 0

$ 5 8 6 . 0
$ 4 5 . 2

$ 1 5 4 . 8
$ 6 4 . 8
$ 2 7 . 3
$ 2 0 . 6

$ 5 , 4 8 3 . 5
$ 8 9 . 7

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 2 . 2

$ 2 5 . 0
$ 1 , 6 8 9 . 4

$ 0 . 7

$ 5 . 0
$ 4 . 4
$ 7 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 4 6 5 . 9
$ 4 4 . 9

$ 0 . 0
$ 1 0 . 6

$ 0 . 4
$ 0 . 3

$ 2 4 . 5
$ 9 . 0

$ 1 7 7 . 8
$ 8 8 .9 '
$ 7 1 . 6

$ 0 . 0
$ 2 , 4 9 5 . 2

$ 4 9 0 . 5

$ 6 , 0 0 2 . 0
$ 1 , 2 6 6 . 6
$ 2 , 7 2 9 . 7
$ 2 , 2 4 6 . 8

$ 1 4 5 , 6 7 4 . 8
$ 1 0 , 4 7 3 . 1

C o n n e c t ic u t
D e la w a r e
D is lr i c t  o f  C o lu m b ia
F lo r id a
G e o rg i a

$ 9 8 1 . 2  
$ 7 8 5 . 4  

$ 2 , 7 3 4 . 0  
$ 1 0 , 9 9 3 . 0  

$ 2 , 8 6 6 . 0  
$ 7 0 4  1

$ 9 0 3 . 0
$ 2 1 3 . 7

$ 1 , 1 7 2 . 1
$ 3 , 4 1 5 . 2

$ 7 4 7 . 7
$ 5 4 . 6

$ 6 6 . 7
$ 5 5 . 6
$ 4 1 . 5

$ 6 7 8 . 4
$ 1 0 6 . 7

$ 9 0 . 3

$ 9 5 . 9
$ 4 6 . 0

$ 3 8 2 . 7
$ 3 3 6 . 1
$ 1 6 6 . 1
$ 2 0 5 . 4

$ 5 3 . 6
$ 1 3 3 . 9

$ 0 . 0
$ 1 , 6 6 7 . 3

$ 1 7 5 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 0 . 0
$ 6 8 . 9

$ 2 2 1 . 0
$ 1 , 2 8 3 . 4

$ 8 7 . 9
$ 1 9 . 0

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 3 7 . 6
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 0 . 0  
$ 2 1 . 5  

$ 0 . 0  
$ 1 , 0 0 2 . 1  

. $ 4 . 2  
$ 0 . 0

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 2 . 2
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
5 0 . 0

5 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 2 . 4
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 9 . 7

$ 1 .1
$ 5 . 8
$ 3 . 6
$ 1 . 5
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 0 . 0  
$ 5 3 6  8  

$ 0 . 0  
$ 3 7 3 . 8  

$ 0 . 0  
$ 2 7 . 2

$ 2 , 1 0 1 . 5
$ 1 , 8 6 7 . 6
$ 4 , 5 5 7 . 1

$ 1 9 , 8 3 0 . 8
$ 4 , 1 5 3 . 6
$ 1 , 1 2 0 . 3

Id a h o
I l l in o is
In d ia n a
Io w a
K a n s a s

$ 1 , 0 9 1 . 6
$ 1 5 , 3 8 3 . 1

$ 5 9 8 . 9
$ 2 , 1 0 4 . 7
$ 1 , 9 9 2 . 0

$ 7 6 6 . 1

$ 1 4 8 . 7
$ 5 , 0 0 1 . 1

$ 2 6 3 . 1
$ 5 2 2 . 7
$ 3 2 4 . 2
$ 2 5 9 . 0

$ 9 0 . 2
$ 3 0 8 . 8
$ 4 3 7 . 1
$ 1 0 7 . 1

$ 8 4 . 6
$ 8 . 7

$ 2 6 2 . 4
$ 3 4 0 . 8
$ 4 3 5 . 5 *
$ 2 5 2 . 3
$ 2 0 4 . 6

$ 1 4 . 6

$ 3 0 8 . 8
$ 3 0 8 . 9

$ 2 1 . 5
$ 1 5 3 . 6
$ 1 0 0 . 5

5 1 7 . 4

$ 1 1 1 . 3
5 0 . 0

$ 1 7 . 0
$ 2 2 7 . 5

$ 4 3 . 3
$ 0 . 0

$ 3 . 2
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 3 . 3
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 9

$ 1 3 . 5
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 6 . 8
$ 7 3 . 4
$ 6 1 . 2

$ 0 . 0

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 2 2 . 2
$ 1 7 .1

$ 0 . 5
$ 1 3 .1

$ 5 .1
$ 0 . 0

$ 0 . 0
$ 4 . 7
$ 3 . 4
$ 1 . 3
$ 6 . 4
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 5 . 1
$ 2 , 0 1 9 . 1

$ 1 2 7 . 4
$ 1 1 2 . 7

$ 1 . 9
$ 0 . 0

$ 2 , 0 6 7 . 0
$ 2 3 , 3 8 3 . 6

$ 1 , 9 2 1 . 2
$ 3 , 5 7 1 . 7
$ 2 , 8 2 3 . 8
$ 1 , 0 6 6 . 7

L o u is ia n a
M a in e
M a r y la n d
M a s s a c h u s e t t s
M ic h ig a n

$ 7 2 4 . 0  
$ 1 1 4 . 1  

$ 3 , 4 5 7 . 0  
$ 1 , 5 2 4 . 5  
$ 1 , 2 1 9 . 8  
$ 1  5 7 5  4

$ 5 5 5 . 2
$ 5 0 . 6

$ 6 7 7 . 6
$ 7 6 7 . 0
$ 2 9 8 . 7
$ 8 4 0 . 2

$ 4 6 . 3
$ 2 2 . 8
$ 2 3 . 4

$ 2 2 7 . 2
$ 4 7 . 0
$ 8 1 . 0

$ 2 9 . 1
$ 4 7 . 6

$ 9 . 6
$ 1 6 6 . 1

$ 6 . 2
$ 2 3 2 . 5

$ 1 0 0 . 7
$ 2 9 . 3
$ 1 4 . 5

$ 2 5 4 . 0
$ 1 0 . 2

$ 4 0 6 . 6

$ 2 0 . 3
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 8 . 5
$ 3 7 . 1

$ 2 . 8
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 . 0
$ 2 . 0
5 0 . 0
$ 8 . 8
$ 0 , 0
$ 1 . 6

$ 9 3 .1
$ 5 .1

$ 2 3 . 7
$ 1 2 . 7

$ 2 6 7 . 1
$ 1 1 7 . 5

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 5 2 0 . 4
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 5 . 2
$ 1 . 2
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 1 . 6
$ 0 . 0

$ 3 8 . 3

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 2 7 . 7
$ 0 . 0
$ 1 . 2
$ 7 . 4

$ 3 .1
$ 5 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 2 5 . 3
$ 0 . 0
$ 3 . 9

$ 1 , 5 7 8 . 0  
$ 2 7 7 . 7  

$ 4 , 2 5 2 . 0  
$ 3 , 5 5 4 . 7  
$ 1 , 8 5 3 . 0  
$ 3 , 3 0 4 . 4

M is s is s ip p i
M is s o u r i
M o n t a n a
N e b r a s k a
N e v a d a

$ 9 1 6 . 7  
$ 4 , 2 9 3 . 2  

$ 6 5 5 . 0  
$ 1 5 3 . 6  
$ 2 9 5 . 0  
$ 1 4 3  0

$ 5 4 8 . 2
$ 1 , 5 5 1 . 3

$ 7 9 . 7
$ 4 6 . 8
$ 3 1 . 0
$ 6 1 . 4

$ 1 8 .1
$ 1 2 2 , 2

$ 3 1 . 6
• $ 4 .4

$ 2 2 . 7
$ 7 4 . 7

$ 2 0 . 7
$ 1 4 9 . 0

$ 9 1 . 5
$ 7 . 5
$ 0 . 0

$ 3 2 . 5

$ 8 8 . 0
$ 1 8 0 . 3

$ 8 0 . 2
$ 5 . 0

$ 1 1 . 7
$ 9 .1

$ 2 4 . 8
$ 3 1 9 . 8

$ 1 2 . 5
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 5 . 0
5 1 7 . 2

$ 0 . 0
$ 1 . 5
$ 6 . 4
$ 0 . 0
5 0 . 0

$ 1 2 . 2

$ 0 . 0
$ 5 6 3 . 9

$ 0 . 0
$ 1 1 . 4
$ 1 8 . 4

$ 4 . 7

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 0 . 9
$ 0 . 0
$ 1 . 5
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 0 . 0
$ 5 . 5
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 0 . 0

$ 0 . 0
$ 6 3 . 3

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 3 6 . 3
$ 2 . 9

$ 1 , 6 1 7 . 4  
$ 7 , 2 5 0 . 0  

$ 9 5 8 . 4  
$ 2 2 8 . 7  
$ 4 3 0 .1  
$ 3 6 7 . 7

N e w  J e r s e y  
N e w  M e x ic o  
N e w  Y o r k  
N o r th  C a r o l i n a  
N o r th  D a k o t a

$ 3 , 0 5 4 . 6
$ 7 6 7 . 9

$ 1 0 , 8 7 3 . 4
$ 6 , 1 2 1 . 3

$ 1 8 7 . 7

$ 1 , 0 4 5 . 9
$ 2 7 6 . 1

$ 3 , 4 3 1 . 7
$ 1 , 4 0 3 . 3

$ 5 . 7

$ 3 2 5 . 7
5 7 .9 .5

$ 5 9 7 . 6
$ 1 7 7 . 9

$ 6 . 5

$ 2 6 5 . 2
$ 1 6 4 . 7
$ 9 7 4 . 7
$ 2 1 3 . 5

$ 2 0 . 3

$ 1 3 6 . 7
$ 1 0 9 . 4
$ 6 7 5 . 7
$ 2 9 8 . 9

$ 6 . 9

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 3 3 2 . 1
5 7 8 . 7
$ 2 5 . 6

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 3 6 .1
$ 0 . 0
$ 1 .1

$ 9 6 . 2
5 0 . 0

$ 6 2 2 . 6
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 7 , 3 1 1 . 8
$ 0 . 0

$ 2 9 , 8 8 9 . 7
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 7

$ 0 . 7
$ 1 9 . 5
$ 2 1 . 7

$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 4 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 6 .1
$ 0 . 0
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 0 . 8
$ 3 0 . 7

$ 3 , 5 5 9 . 4
$ 0 . 0

$ 1 3 . 4

$ 1 2 , 2 5 1 . 6
$ 1 , 4 4 7 . 8

$ 5 1 , 0 3 0 . 8
$ 8 , 2 9 3 . 6

$ 2 6 7 . 9
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Ta b le  4: V ictim  C o m p e n sa tio n  G ra n t-N u m b e r o f C la im s Pa id  by Sta te  in F F Y  2002, by Crim e  Ca tegory

S tate

A labam a

Alaska

Arizona

A rkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaw are

District of C olum bia

Florida

G eorgia

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

Iowa

K ansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

M aine

M aryland

M assachusetts

M ichigan

M innesota

M ississippi

M issouri

M ontana

N ebraska

N evada

A ssault

920

259

458

580

20,4 9 0

4,2 3 3

389

185
939

5,677

880

487

492

1,965

510

1,189

490

196

289

104

440

267

425

901

425

703

246

36

809

Hom icide

374

68
229

134

5,358

480

127

36

356

633

258

16

41

730

116

171

1 0 1
84

161

18
151

126

2 2 1
20 0
2 2 1
279

41

1 2
1 1 2

Sexual

A ssault

620

30
69

59

3,324

745

30

9

49

903

80

47

119

92

595

171

70

1 1
59

24

6
38

30

69

30

130

1 2
2

421

Child

A buse

167

76

174

274

17,463

3,357

67

42

313

625

154

123

495

4

1,014

406

218

2 1
59

58

6
9

55

2 2 0
55

119

135

5

32

D W I /  

DUI

O ther

Vehicular

C rim es

Stalking R obbery Terrorism Kidnapping
/

Arson O ther Total

13 104 6 63 0 6 0 0 2,273

21 4 2 20 0 9 5 19 513

57 20 5 22 0 10 1 52 1,097

36 20 0 6 1 0 1 0 1,111

916 1,093 294 1,692 200 237 15 1,289 52,371

273 416 98 198 1 61 12 725 10,599

27 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 641

18 8 0 8 0 0 7 71 384

0 32 0 0 1 0 3 0 1,693

287 339 40 687 0 10 3 200 9,404

41 22 0 3 0 0 0 0 1,448

0 2 0 0 0 4 0 14 693

57 19 3 8 0 9 0 13 1,256

38 0 0 0 0 6 5 396 3,236

21 18 0 7 0 1 6 41 2,329

37 69 9 34 0 16 5 92 2,199

30 10 0 17 0 2 6 2 946

6 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 319

21 8 1 30 0 7 0 4 639

9 0 2 6 0 1 0 5 227

3 2 0 9 0 0 6 0 623

4 2 0 3 0 0 1 0 45C

37 9 0 0 0 6 0 0 783

83 0 2 54 0 14 J 1 6 1,56C

37 9 0 0 0 6 0 0 783

31 57 1 68 0 0 2 12 1,403

11 1 7 0 0 3 0 0 453

1 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 6C

63 54 0 149 0 0 0 31 1,671
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__ JAN-21-2004 WED 03:31 PM FI^n °REVENTI0N FAX NO. 1 338 4375
Anon tqjwy dais

Subject: Arson in ju ry  stats
D ate: Wed, 21 Jan 200414:41:40 -0900 

From : Jodie Hettrick <jodie_hettrick@dp8.state.ak.us>
To: keUyjHcolello <keUy_nicoleilo@dp3.atate.ak.us>

Kelly,
We found the following s ta ts  -
2001 - 4 injuries -  2 incidents
2002 -  7 in juries -  3 incidents
2003 -  7 injuries -  1 incident (2003 sta ts  are incomplete so far)

Jodie

1 of I

P. 03

1/21/2004 3:24 Pa

mailto:jodie_hettrick@dp8.state.ak.us
mailto:keUy_nicoleilo@dp3.atate.ak.us


'JAN-21“2004 WED 03:30 PH FIRE PREVENTION FAX NO. 1 907 338 4375
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Th e  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C om m ittee  considered: H B  351

H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  351 C A R B O N  M O N O X I D E  D E T E C T I O N  D E V IC E S

" A n  A c t  rela ting to the devices, inc lud ing carbon m onoxide detection devices, requ ired in dwellings; and 

p ro v id in g  for an  effective d a te ."

Recom m ends it be replaced w ith  [ ] H C S  or [ C S  fo r .

(  H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P < (  T

(7)
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FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2004 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_________________
Title "An Act relating to carbon monoxide detection
devices..."

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
RDU

HB351-LAW-C&FB-1-20- 

HB 351

LAW
Civil

Sponsor Representatives Gatto & Gruenberg
Requester House Labor & Commerce__________

Component Commercial & Fair Business

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Sen/ices 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous •

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

n nCHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (S p ec ify  T y p e -D o  not abb rev ia te )

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: __________
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill Is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill amends AS 18.70 by requiring that carbon monoxide detection devices be installed and 

maintained in all qualifying dwelling units in the state.

Passage or this legislation will not have a foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

Prepared by: Kathryn A. Daughhetee, Director
Division Administrative Services

Phone 465-3673
Date/Time 1/20/04 5:03 PM

Approved by: Kathryn Daughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes, Attorney General

Agency Department of Law_________________________________________
Date 1/20/2004

(Revised 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of



Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_____________________ Dept. Affected: Public Safety
Title Carbon Monoxide Detection Devices RDU Fire Prevention
_______________________________________________________Component Fire Prev. Operations
Sponsor Rep. Gatto________________________________  ______________________
Requester House Labor & Commerce Component No. 494

FISCAL NOTE
Fiscal Note Number:____________________

Bill Version: HB351-DPS-FP-1-20-04

0  Publish Date: ______________

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES i 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ! 0.0 [ 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) j

FUND SOURCE__________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cos*: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill Is included In the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: I ~1
POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page ifnecessaiy)
The bill requires carbon monoxide detectors to be installed in all "qualifying" dwelling units in the state.

HB 331 will have minimal fiscal impact to the Fire Prevention program. There will be a slight increase in 

responsibilities for building plan review for compliance in 4-plex and larger dwelling units.

Prepared by: Gary Powell. Director________________________________________ Phone 269-5491_______
Division Fire Prevention__________________________________________Date/Time 1/20/04 10:05 AM
Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske_______________________________  Date 1/20/2004________

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Agency Department of Public Safety
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A l a s k a  State Legislature
House o f Representatives

Official Business
State Capitol 

Juneau. AK 99801-1182

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a r l  G a t to R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M ax  G ru e n b e rg

SPONSOR STATEMENT

C S H B  3 5 1  (L a b o r  &  C o m m e rc e ) 

C a rb o n  M o n o x id e  D e t e c t io n  D e v ic e s

The recent deaths of an Anchorage family from carbon monoxide poisoning in 
their home has prompted introduction of House Bill 351 that will require 
carbon monoxide detectors to be installed and maintained in most Alaskan 
homes. This bill adds carbon monoxide detection devices to the requirement in 
Alaska state statute (AS 18.70.095) that homeowners install and maintain 
smoke detectors and adds that landlords shall install the devices to be 
maintained by their tenants.

According to the Journal of the American Medical Association, carbon monoxide 
poisoning is the leading cause of accidental poisoning in America annually, 
claiming the lives of 1,500-2,000 people in the United States and hospitalizing 
an additional 10,000. Also, continuous exposure to low levels of carbon 
monoxide can compromise the efficiency of young children's brains in 
processing information.

Carbon monoxide detectors are essential because carbon monoxide is invisible 
to the human senses—it is odorless, tasteless, colorless, and non-irritating. 
Without a carbon monoxide alarm, one doesn't know they're being poisoned.

Representatives Carl Gatto and Max Gruenberg have co-introduced this bill in 
order to help save Alaskan lives and to prevent long-term illnesses in children.



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Tim e (Note if correction):_________
Title Carbon Monoxide Detection Devices

Dept. Affected:
[BRU _______
Component _______

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

() Publish Date:

HB 351

HESS

Sponsor
Requester

Gatto
House L & C  Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1302 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

This bill has no fiscal impact.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

Phone
Date/Time 1/21/04 1:51 PM

Date 1/21/2004
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Frank H. Murkowski, G overnor 
William Tandeska, Commissioner

Testim ony to H B  351_________________________ January 23, 2004

I was asked to provide help on sections 1 (a ), 4 (d )(3 )(A ), and provide an explanation 
of how our office promoted the sm oke detector law throughout the state in 1984.

H B  351

Section  1(a). Issue: Address the requireme<.i of installing carbon m onoxide detectors 
in all hotel and motel room s.

D iscussion: 1. There is no data that supports the evidence of loss of life or injury in 
hotels or m otBls from carbon m onoxide. There are no exceptions to address hotels 
and motels that have carbon based fuel system s but heat their room s by an indirect 
m ethod such  as hydronic in-floor or baseboard hot water.

D iscussion: 2. Section  4 (d )(1 ) defines Dw elling Unit according to A .S . 34.03.380. It is 
my opinion this definition only approaches '‘homes" and does not address hotels and 
m otels (There are som e exceptions). Carbon m onoxide detectors, unlike sm oke 
detectors, are not addressed in
the building code. W hen the smoke detector law was put into place it was written to 
address those locations that the building code did not cover. A s written, hotels and 
m otels would require additional language in this legislation to be addressed because 
the requirem ent is not identified in the building or fire code. W e generally support the 
installation of carbon m onoxide detectors in hotels and m otels that utilize carbon- 
based fuel but have no data to docum ent the loss of life or injury as we can  in single 
or m ultiple unit dwellings.

Section  4 (d )(3 )(A ). Issue: Address the inclusion of all fuel types that emit carbon 
m onoxide.

Proposal: contains or is serviced by a carbon based fueled appliance or device that 
produces by-products of com bustion.

D iscussion: Th is  change in wording incorporates all fuel types that can produce 
carbon m onoxide and elim inates any product, device or fuel type loophole.

Office of tho Director
5700 East Tudor Rd. - Anchorage, AK 9B507 - Voice (607) 269-6491- Fax (907) 339-4375



J A N -2 3 -2 0 0 4  F R I  1 1 :2 5  A H  F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N  F A X  N O . 1 9 0 7  338 4375

Page 2

Im plem entation discussion: W hen the sm oke detector requirem ent w as written into 
law the Division of Fire Prevention sent out m ailers, had contests, spoke at 
com m unity functions and traveled the state to educate the public on the benefits and 
requirem ents of installing sm oke detectors in their hom es. Fortunately today we 
have more efficient m ethodologies to "get the word out*' w ithout all the associated 
costs of the past.

Under the existing budget and time constraints the Division o f Fire Prevention would 
m axim ize the use of pub lic safety announcem ents and press releases through the 
departm ent’s P u b lic Information O ffice. O ther sources, such as m edia interviews 
and free brochures from federal, private and m anufacturer’s sources for public 
distribution are already available. Additionally, local fire departm ents, private 
business partnerships and the use of the internet would be used to educate the 
public. Th e  Division of fire prevention would work with other state agencies to 
identify potential grant program s and resources to address the new requirem ent and 
address the selection, placem ent and m aintenance of the detectors through the 
m anufacture’s  recom m endations. Availability and variety o f the carbon m onoxide 
detectors should increase dram atically as market conditions respond to the public’s 
increase in demand.

Other considerations: Enforcem ent of the new law will be problem atic if not 
im possible by the Division of Fire Prevention or local authorities In deferred 
jurisdictions. Th e  bill is directed toward private hom es and tenant spaces. A  
person’s home is their castle, although we can ask to check  if an appropriate carbon 
m onoxide detector has been placed in the home, a cce ss can  be denied.

I believe that fiduciary requirem ents and insurance carriers will carry greater im petus 
to install these detectors, once adopted as law, than any regulatory agency.

Kelly Nicolello
Assistant State Fire M arshal

Office of the Director
S7Q0 East Tudor Rd. - Anchorage, AK 88607 - Volca (807) 268-6491- Fax (907) 338-4376
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M u n i c i p a l i t y

o f  

A n c h o r a g e

P.O. Bos. 19(5650 
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-()<550 
Telephone: (907) 267-49:56 
Fax: (907) 267-4977 
liUp://\v\vw.nuuii.m)*

Marie Beyich , M ayor
u k u  w .iw k t .m u x t

A clin lu is ln il ton  
100 ICum l'o iin  Ii Avenue 
A n eho ru "c . Ak WW501

The Anchorage Fire Department is in support of House Bill No.351, “An 
Act relating to the devices. Including carbon monoxide detection devices, 
required in dwelling; and providing for an effective date.”

Carbon Monoxide is a colorless, odorless, invisible gas produced when 
fossil fuels do not bum completely, or are exposed to heat (usually fire). 
These fuels include wood, coal, charcoal, natural gas, gasoline, kerosene and 
propane. Electrical appliances typically do not produce CO.

The Anchorage Fire Department finds that a properly installed and operating 
Carbon Monoxide detector is an excellent means of protection from the 
dangers of CO poisoning because it monitors the air and sounds a loud alarm 
before Carbon Monoxide levels become threatening for average, healthy 
adults. This allows precious time to leave a dwelling and correct the problem 
before CO levels become life threatening. CO being invisible, odorless and 
tasteless is not easily detected by means other than a properly installed and 
operating detector.

The Anchorage Fire Department also recommends that smoke detectors as 
well as CO detectors should be installed on each level of a dwelling, in each 
bedroom of the dwelling and in hallways connecting such areas. This vital 
warning equipment has a limited life and do require testing for proper 
operation on a regular basis.

Thomas G. Kempton
Deputy Fire Chief, Information Officer
Anchorage Fire Department
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Evacuations, Rescues, CPR, 911; Citizens Honored for Lifesaving Acts 
“Jean Schulte and Ron Harper, who evacuated 3 people suffering from serious 
carbon monoxide poisoning from an Anchorage house in December 2002.” 
-Anchorage Daily News

December 17, 2002

Headlines -  Anchorage - Carbon monoxide injures 3 
“Three people were rushed to the hospital Monday afternoon for carbon 
monoxide poisoning, the second such incident in Anchorage in less than a week. 
The three people were discovered inside 9203 Campbell Terrace Drive around 
noon by an employer who had gone to the home because on of the people had not 
shown up to work, said Anchorage Fire Department spokesman, Tom Kempton. 
All 3 individuals were incoherent and disoriented, he said. A cracked heat 
exchanger in a furnace is believed to be the cause of the carbon monoxide leak.” 
-Anchorage Daily News

December 13, 2002

6 Saved From Gas Poisoning
“Six people, including 3 children, were rescued early Thursday morning after a 
911 dispatcher realized a caller and her family were suffering carbon monoxide 
poisoning during the call, fire officials said.” -Anchorage Daily News

March 27, 2003
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Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Cardan Monoxide Questions and Answers
CPSC Docum ent #466

1. W hat is carbon m onoxide (CO) and how  is it produced in the hom e?

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, poisonous gas. It is produced by the incomplete 
burning of solid, liquid, and gaseous fuels. Appliances fueled with natural gas, liquified 
petroleum (LP gas), oil, kerosene, coal, or wood may produce CO. Burning charcoal produces 
CO. Running cars produce CO.

2. How m any people are unintentionally poisoned by CO?

Every year, over 200 people in the United States die from CO produced by fuel-burning 
appliances (furnaces, ranges, water heaters, room heaters). Others die from CO  produced while 
burning charcoal inside a home, garage, vehicle or tent. Still others die from CO produced by 
cars left running in attached garages. Several thousand people go to hospital emergency rooms 
for treatment for CO poisoning.

3. W hat are the sym ptom s o f CO poisoning?

The initial symptoms of CO poisoning are similar to the flu (but without the fever). They include:

o Headache 
o Fatigue
° Shortness of breath 
o Nausea 
° Dizziness

Many people with CO poisoning mistake their symptoms for the flu or are misdiagnosed by 
physicians, which sometimes results in tragic deaths.

4. What should you do to prevent CO poisoning?

° Make sure appliances are installed according to manufacturer's instructions and local building codes. 
Most appliances should be installed by professionals. Have the heating system (including chimneys 
and vents) inspected and serviced annually. The inspector should also check chimneys and flues for 
blockages, corrosion, partial and complete disconnections, and loose connections.

° Install a CO detector/alarm that meets the requirements of the current UL standard 2034 or the 
requirements of the IAS 6-96 standard. A carbon monoxide detector/alarm can provide added 
protection, but is no substitute for proper use and upkeep of appliances that can produce CO. Install a 
CO detector/alarm in the hallway near every separate sleeping area of the home. Make sure the 
detector cannot be covered up by furniture or draperies.

o Never burn charcoal inside a home, garage, vehicle, or tent.

° Never use portable fuel-burning camping equipment inside a home, garage, vehicle, or tent.

° Never leave a car running in an attached garage, even with the garage door open.

o Never service fuel-burning appliances without proper knowledge, skills, and tools. Always refer to the 
owner's manual when performing minor adjustments or sen/icing fuel-burning appliances.

° Never use gas appliances such as ranges, ovens, or clothes dryers for heating your home.

° Never operate unvented fuel-burning appliances in any room with closed doors or windows or in any

lo/icnrwa 1 1 . 0 0  a u

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsq3ub/pubs/466.html


room where people are sleeping.
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° Do not use gasoline-powered tools and engines indoors. If use is unavoidable, ensure that adequate 
ventilation is available and whenever possible place engine unit to exhaust outdoors.

5. W hat CO level is dangerous to your health?

The health effects of CO depend on the level of CO and length of exposure, as well as each 
individual's health condition. The concentration of CO is measured in parts per million (ppm). 
Health effects from exposure to CO levels of approximately 1 to 70 ppm are uncertain, but most 
people will not experience any symptoms. Some heart patients might experience an increase in 
chest pain. As CO  levels increase and remain above 70 ppm, symptoms m ay become more 
noticeable (headache, fatigue, nausea). As CO levels increase above 150 to 200 ppm, 
disorientation, unconsciousness, and death are possible.

6. W hat should you do if you are experiencing sym ptom s o f CO p oison ing ?

If you think you are experiencing any of the symptoms of CO poisoning, get fresh air 
immediately. Open windows and doors for more ventilation, turn off any combustion appliances, 
and leave the house. Call your fire department and report your symptoms. You could lose 
consciousness and die if you do nothing. It is also important to contact a doctor immediately for 
a proper diagnosis. Tell your doctor that you suspect CO poisoning is causing your problems. 
Prompt medical attention is important if you are experiencing any symptoms of CO poisoning 
when you are operating fuel-burning appliances. Before turning your fuel-burning appliances 
back on, make sure a qualified serviceperson checks them for malfunction.

7. W hat has changed in CO detectors/alarm s recently?

CO detectors/alarms always have been and still are designed to alarm before potentially 
life-threatening levels of CO are reached. The UL standard 2034 (1998 revision) has stricter 
requirements that the detector/alarm must meet before it can sound. As a result, the possibility 
of nuisance alarms is decreased.

8. W hat should you do when the CO  detector/alarm sounds?

Never ignore an alarming CO detector/alarm. If the detector/alarm sounds: Operate the reset 
button. Call your emergency services (fire department or 911). Immediately move to fresh air -  
outdoors or by an open door/window.

9. How should a consum er test a CO detector/alarm to make sure It Is w orking?

Consumers should follow the manufacturer's instructions. Using a test button, some 
detectors/alarms test whether the circuitry as well as the sensor which senses CO  is working, 
whilevthe test button on other detectors only tests whether the circuitry is working. For those 
units which test the circuitry only, some manufacturers sell separate test kits to help the 
consumer test the CO sensor inside the alarm.

10. W hat Is the role o f the U.S. C onsum er Product Safety C om m ission  (C PSC) in preventing CO 
poisoning ?

CPSC worked closely with Underwriters Laboratories (UL) to help develop the safety standard 
(UL 2034) for CO detectors/alarms. CPSC helps promote carbon monoxide safety awareness to 
raise awareness of CO hazards and the need for regular maintenance of fuel-burning 
appliances. CPSC  recommends that every home have a CO detector/alarm that meets the 
requirements of the most recent UL standard 2034 or the IAS 6-96 standard in the hallway near 
every separate sleeping area. CPSC also works with industry to develop voluntary and 
mandatory standards for fuel-burning appliances.

11. Do som e cities require that CO detectors/alarm s be Installed?

O n S e p te m b e r  15,1993, C h ic ag o , Illinois b e c a m e  o n e  o f th e  first c it ie s  in th e  n a tio n  to  a d o p t  a n

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/466.html
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ordinance requiring, effective October 1,1994, the installation of CO detectors/alarms in all new 
single-family homes and in existing single-family residences that have new oil or gas furnaces. 
Several other cities also require CO detectors/alarms in apartment buildings and single-family 

dwellings.

12. Should CO detectors/alarm s be used in m otor hom es and other recreational vehicles?

CO detectors/alarms are available for boats and recreational vehicles and should be used. The 
Recreation Vehicle Industry Association requires CO detectors/alarms in motor homes and in 
towable recreational vehicles that have a generator or are prepped for a generator.

Send the link for this page to a friend! Consumers can obtain this publication and additional publication information 
from the Publications section of CPSC's web site or by sending your publication rr nuest to info@cpsc.Qov.

This document is in the public domain. It may be reproduced without change in part or whole by an individual or 
organization without permission. If it is reproduced, however, the Commission would appreciate knowing how it is 
used. Write the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Office of Information and Public Affairs, Washington, 
D.C. 20207 or send an e-mail to info@cpsc.gov.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of 
serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as 
toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent 
decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years.

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.aov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this 
release and recall information at CPSC's W eb site at www.cpsc.gov.

Consumer Safety (Home) | About CPSC | Library | Business

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/466.html
mailto:info@cpsc.Qov
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Frequently Asked Questions About Carbon 
Monoxide Detectors

W hat is carbon monoxide (CO) and why do I need a carbon 
monoxide detector?
Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless, tasteless and toxic gas produced as a by-product of 
combustion. Any fuel burning appliance, vehicle, tool or other device has the potential to produce 
dangerous levels of carbon monoxide gas. Examples of carbon monoxide producing devices commonly 
in use around the home include:

• Fuel fired furnaces (non-electric)
• Gas water heaters
• Fireplaces and woodstoves
• Gas stoves
• Gas dryers
• Charcoal grills
• Lawnmowers, snowblowers and other yard equipment
• Automobiles

The Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) reports that approximately 200 people per year are 
killed by accidental CO poisoning with an additional 5000 people injured. These deaths and injuries are 
typically caused by improperly used or malfunctioning equipment aggravated by improvements in 
building construction which limit the amount of fresh air flowing in to homes and other structures.

While regular maintenance and inspection of gas burning equipment in the home can minimize the 
potential for exposure to CO gas, the possibility for some type of sudden failure resulting in a potentially 
life threatening build up of gas always exists.

W hat are the medical effects of carbon monoxide and how do I 
recognize them?
Carbon monoxide inhibits the blood's ability to carry oxygen to body tissues including vital organs such 
as the heart and brain. When CO is inhaled, it combines with the oxygen carrying hemoglobin of the 
blood to form carboxyhemoglobin. Once combined with the hemoglobin, that hemoglobin is no longer 
available for transporting oxygen. How quickly the carboxyhemoglobin builds up is a factor of the 
concentration of the gas being inhaled (measured in parts per million or PPM) and the duration of the 
exposure. Compounding the effects of the exposure is the long half-life of carboxyhemoglobin in the 
blood. Half-life is a measure of how quickly levels return to normal. The half-life of carboxyhemoglobin 
is approximately 5 hours. This means that for a given exposure level, it will take about 5 hours for the 
level of carboxyhemoglobin in the blood to drop to half its current level after the exposure is terminated.

The following table describes the symptoms associated with a given concentration of COHb:

http://www.freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaq.html 9/30/2003
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% COHb Symptoms and Medical Consequences

10% No symptoms. Heavy smokers can have as much as 9% COHb.

15% Mild headache.

25% Nausea and serious headache. Fairly quick recovery after
treatment with oxygen and/or fresh air.

30% Symptoms intensify. Potential for long term effects
especially in the case of infants, children, the elderly,
victims of heart disease and pregnant women.

45% Unconsciousness.

50% + Death.

S ince  one  can 't e a s ily  m easure C O H b  le ve ls  ou tside o f  a m ed ica l en vironm en t, C O  to x ic ity  le ve ls  are 

u sua lly  expressed in  airborne concentration leve ls  (P P M )  and duration o f  exposure. E xp ressed  in this 

w a y , sym p tom s o f  exposure can be stated as fo llow s :

PPM CO Time Symptoms

35 PPM 8 hours Maximum exposure allowed by OSHA in the 
workplace over an eight hour period.

200 PPM 2-3 hours Mild headache, fatigue, nausea and dizziness.

400 PPM 1-2 hours Serious headache- other symptoms intensify. 
Life threatening after 3 hours.

800 PPM 45 minutes Dizziness, nausea and convulsions.
Unconscious within 2 hours. Death within 2-3 
hours.

1600 PPM 20 minutes Headache, dizziness and nausea. Death within 
1 hour.

3200 PPM 5-10 minutes Headache, dizziness and nausea. Death within 
1 hour.

6400 PPM 1-2 minutes Headache, dizziness and nausea. Death within 
25-30 minutes.

12,800 PPM 1-3 minutes Death.

A s  can be seen from  the abo ve  in form ation, the sym ptom s va ry  w id e ly  based on exposure leve l, 

duration and the general health and age on an ind iv idua l. A ls o  note the one recurrent them e that is m ost

http://www.freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubed/cofaq.html 9/30/2007
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significant in the recognition of carbon monoxide poisoning- headache, dizziness and nausea. These 'flu 
like' symptoms are often mistaken for a real case of the flu and can result in delayed or misdiagnosed 
treatment. When experienced in conjunction with a the sounding of a carbon monoxide these symptoms 
are the best indicator that a potentially serious buildup of carbon monoxide exists. This comment will be 
returned to later.

W hat are the different types of carbon monoxide detectors and 
how do they work?
There are a number of different types and brands of carbon monoxide detectors on the market today; 
They can be most easily characterized by whether they operate on household current or batteries. 
Underlying this, in most cases, is the type of sensor employed in the detectors operation. Detectors using 
household current typically employ some type of solid-state sensor which purges itself and resamples 
for CO on a periodic basis. This cycling of the sensor is the source of its increased power demands. 
Detectors powered by batteries typically use a passive sensor technology which reacts to the prolonged 
exposure to carbon monoxide gas.

Are some types of detectors bette r than others? How do I select 
the best detector for me?
Regardless of the type of sensor used all detectors sold on the market today should conform to minimum 
sensitivity and alarm characteristics. These characteristics have been defined and are verified by 
Underwriters Laboratory in their standard for carbon monoxide detectors UL 2034. This standard was 
most recently revised in June of 1995 and went into effect in October of 1995. This revision specified 
additional requirements regarding identification of detector type, low-level (nuisance) alarm sensitivity 
and alarm silencing. Under no circumstances should one purchase a detector that is not UL listed.

Each of the two types of detectors mentioned previously has applications in the home along with 
associated advantages and disadvantages. The proper detector for each application or installation should 
be chosen based on the application requirements and the products specifications. The following are the 
principle advantages and disadvantages of the two different type detectors:

Characteristic Household Current Battery Operated

Cost

Ease of Installation 

Maintenance

Reaction Time/Exposure

$30-50

More difficult- requires 
outlet near detector or 
'hard wiring'.

No maintenance required 
during life of product 
(5-10 years). Detector 
sensor becomes more 
sensitive with age.

Gives continuous display

$30-50

Less difficult. Can be 
placed anywhere needed.

Requires periodic 
replacement of 
battery/sensor module 
every 2-3 years at a 
cost of ~$20.

R e a c t i o n  t i m e  d e p e n d s

http://www.freenet.msp.mn.us/people/guestb/pubcd/cofaq.html 9/30/2003
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Level Display of CO levels updated on concentration ...evel
every few minutes. and duration of

exposure. Display 
information is limited.

Reset Time Will reset immediately 
once CO problem is 
corrected.

Reset time depends on 
exposure concentration 
and duration. May 
require removal of 
sensor pack. A silence 
button, however, is now 
provided/required.

How many carbon monoxide detectors should I have and where 
should I place them?
The Consumer Product Safety Commission recommends a detector on each floor o f  a residence. At a 
minimum, a single detector should be placed on each sleeping floor with an additional detector in the 
area o f  any major gas burning appliances such as a furnace or water heater. Installation in these areas 
ensures rapid detection o f  any potentially malfunctioning appliances and the ability to hear the alarm 
from all sleeping areas. In general, carbon monoxide detectors should be placed high (near the ceiling) 
for most effective use. Detectors should also not be placed within five feet o f  gas fueled appliances or 
near cooking or bathing areas. Consult the manufacturers installation instructions for proper placement 
o f a detector within a given area.

W hat are the most common causes of carbon monoxide detecto r 
alarms?
There are many conditions which can cause a carbon monoxide detector to alarm. Most are preventable 
and few are actually life threatening. Ideally through proper placement o f  the detector and education o f 
the users the number o f  preventable calls can be minimized and activation will only occur in the more 
serious situations.

Preventable causes o f  CO alarm activation and the recommended preventive action are as follows:

Cause Preventive Action

Inadequate fresh air venting of the 
home.

Running gas powered equipment or 
automobiles in a home or garage

Have a heating contractor install a 
fresh air makeup system in the home

Gas powered equipment or vehicles 
should never be operated within a 
home or garage- even if the garage 
door is open. Since most homes are 
typically at a lower pressure 
relative to outside air, the gas can
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Charcoal grilling in the home or 
garage.

Malfunctioning appliances or 
equipment in the home.

Malfunctioning or overly sensitive 
alarm.

Charcoal grilling is a tremendous 
producer of carbon monoxide gas. 
Charcoal grills should never be 
operated in the home.

All fuel burning appliances or 
equipment in the home needs periodic 
inspection and preventive 
maintenance. While all fuel burning 
appliances will produce some CO gas, 
regular preventive maintenance can 
keep this to a minimum.

Buy only UL Listed alarms conforming 
to the latest revision (June 1995) 
of UL standard 2034. This revision 
includes new requirements to minimize 
nuisance alarms.

a c t u a l l y  b e  d r a w n  i n t o  t h e  h o m e .

While many causes can be prevented others can not and may occur unpredictably. Not only are these 
problems harder to predict but they also tend to be more serious in nature. Examples of these type 
problems are:

• Cracked furnace heat exchanger.
• Malfunctioning furnace or water heater.
• Blocked chimney.
• Other unpredictable events- vehicle left running in garage, gas powered device placed near fresh 

air vent to home, etc.

Minimizing preventable events allows everyone to take other less preventable and predictable events 
more seriously.

W hat should I do when my carbon monoxide detector goes off?
First and foremost, stay calm. As mentioned previously most situations resulting in activation of a 
carbon monoxide detector are not life threatening and do not require calling 911. To determine the need 
to call 911, ask the following question of everyone in the household:

"Does anyone feel ill? Is anyone experiencing the 'flu-like' symptoms of headache, nausea 
or dizziness?"

If the answer to the above by anyone in the household is true, evacuate the household to a safe location 
and have someone call 911. Failure to evacuate immediately may result in prolonged exposure and 
worsening effects from possible carbon monoxide gas. The best initial treatment for carbon monoxide 
gas exposure is fresh air.
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If the answer to the above by everyone in the household is no, the likelihood of a serious exposure is 
greatly diminished and one probably does not need to call 911. Instead, turn off any gas burning 
appliances or equipment, ventilate the area and attempt to reset the alarm. If the alarm will not reset or 
resounds, call a qualified heating and ventilating service contractor to inspect your system for possible 
problems. If at any time during this process someone begins to feel ill with the symptoms described 
above evacuate the household to a safe location and have someone call 911.

W hat can I expect to happen if I call 911?
What to expect when calling 911 is based on the polices and procedures of the public safety agencies 
serving your community and will vary from area to area. Most public safety agencies are, however, 
recognizing the dangers posed by carbon monoxide gas and are adopting similar procedures to the ones 
described below. These procedures are based on information developed by the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs (LAFC) and other national and regional associations. The objective of these procedures is 
to quickly determine the severity of the situation and provide the proper emergency response. The 
following is a summary of what one can expect to happen if the call 911 because a carbon monoxide 
detector is sounding:

When initially calling 911 be prepared to provide the following information:

• Your address.
• The type of detector that is sounding.
• Whether or not anyone is feeling ill with 'flu-like' symptoms as previously described.
• Whether or not everyone has evacuated the residence.
• The reading on the detector (if known or available)

The dispatcher will determine the response required based on the answers to the above- most 
significantly whether or not anyone is feeling ill.

If anyone is feeling ill and/or you can not or have not been able to evacuate everyone, law enforcement, 
medical and fire personnel will be assigned to the call on an emergency basis. Law enforcement to assist 
with the immediate evacuation of individuals, medical to treat any victims and fire to monitor for CO 
gas and assist with the other activities.

If no one is feeling ill, you may be advised to contact your local heating contractor or gas company to 
assist you or, more likely, fire personnel will be dispatched on a routine basis to monitor for CO gas and 
advise if a 'real' carbon monoxide problem exists.

As mentioned previously, response policies vary by community and you may wish to call your local fire 
or police non-emergency number to ask what their particular policies are. An example standard 
operating procedure for CO alarms is attached. This policy is based on the 1AFC model procedures and 
has been adopted by the Hennepin County Fire Chiefs Association as their 'standard' policy for fire 
departments which are part of that association.

W here can I get fu rth e r information concerning carbon 
monoxide detectors?
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Several manufacturers of carbon monoxide detectors offer toll free numbers for additional information 
regarding their products. These numbers are as follows:

Manufacturer Number

American Sensors 800-387-4219

Enzone 800-448-0535

First Alert 800-323-9005

Jameson 800-779-1719

Nighthawk 800-880-6788

Quantum 800-432-5599

Radio Shack Contact your local store

S-Tech 800-643-5377

Additional information with product ratings is contained in the July 1995 Consumer Reports issue on 
home safety products. One word of note regarding the ratings in this issue- the products tested have 
probably since be replaced by updated models conforming to the revised UL 2034 standard which took 
effect in October 1995. Check with the manufacturer for current information.

This information provided as a public service by the Hamel Volunteer Fire Department. 
Comments or questions concerning this document should be directed to:

H. Brandon Guest, C hie f 
H amel Volunteer Fire Departm ent 

92 Hamel Road  
Hamel, M innesota 55340  

(612) 723-5400 
guestb(a)freenet. msp. mn. us 

URL =http://freenet. msp. mn. us/people/guestb

Copyright 1995, H. Brandon Guest and H am el Volunteer Fire D epartm ent 
Rights to reproduce granted provided copyright information and this statem ent included in their 
entirety. This document provided fo r  informational purposes only. N o warranty with respect to

suitability fo r  use expressed or implied.
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CARBON MONOXIDE (CO): THE SILENT KILLER

HISTORY OF CO LEGISLATION

1992.: The first U.S. city to adopt a lc,w requiring CO alarms was Kingston, New York. The law was 
adopted November 10, 1992.

1994: In March of 1994, the City of Chicago became the second and largest U.S. municipality to enact a 
CO alarm law.

1998: In 1998, West Virginia became the first state to adopt a statewide CO alarm law.

2002: Rhode Island enacted a statewide CO law in the year 2002.

2003: New York and New Jersey enacted statewide carbon monoxide laws in the spring of 2003.

Present: Current states working to pass statewide CO legislation include Massachusetts and Pennsylvania. 

CO FACTS

• Carbon monoxide is the leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in America, claiming more 
than 2,100 lives per year, according to a study published in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association.

« CO accounts for 40,000 emergency room visits and 20,000 health-related injuries annually,
according to the American Association of Poison Control Centers. Yet according to safety 
industry estimates. 88 percent of homes remain unprotected because they do not have at least 
one CO alarm,

» CO is known as the “Silent Killer” since it is invisible to the human senses. It is odorless, tasteless,
colorless and non-irritating, so without a CO alarm’s warning there is no way to know that you are
being poisoned. CO mimics the flu or food poisoning and symptoms include headache, nausea, 
fatigue and dizziness.

• In fact, studies performed at the University of Illinois Hospital at Chicago found that five to ten 
percent of patients presented to the emergency room with flu-like symptoms actually had CO 
poisoning.

• CO is a by-product of combustion produced by common household appliances such as gas or oil 
furnaces, water heaters, space heaters and clothes dryers. Other potential sources include barbecue 
grills, fireplaces, wood-buming stoves, gas ovens and fumes entering a home firom an attached 
garage.

• Once in the bloodstream, CO suffocates the body from the inside out, preventing life-sustaining 
oxygen from reaching vital organs in the body such as the brain and heart.

• The level of exposure to carbon monoxide and the amount of damage done is greater in children 
than adults. For example an adult breathes 12 times within a minute, while a child will take 20-30 
breaths during that same time. If carbon monoxide is present, the child is metabolizing more of die 
deadly gas at a faster pace, resulting in a more severe poisoning.



• Children, infants and the unborn cannot articulate pain or other symptoms associated with carbon 
monoxide poisoning, which often prolongs their exposure and increases their risk for serious 
injuries and death. Effects of exposure can include brain damage, heart defects, cerebral palsy and 
death.

EXPERT TESTIMONIALS 

Bill Webb
Executive Director, Congressional Fire Services Institute
"There’s a mantra in the fire  service that saving lives s tails with prevention. We have seen that with smoke 
detectors. By installing smoke detectors we have saved thousands o f  lives. We can do the same i f  we install 
carbon monoxide detectors. ”

Assemblyman Joseph Morelle (D)
Irondequoit, New York -  Sponsored a statewide CO law that went into effect in M arch of 2003.
“We have evidence from  other places including the cities o f  Chicago and St. Louis, that CO laws have 
helped reduce fatalities in those communities. We have a great example here, as smoke alarm laws were 
enacted, more o f these life safety devices went into homes and death rates from  fire  have declined. It's time 
now to look at carbon monoxide alarms the same way. ”

Steve Gladstone,
President-elect, American Society of Home Inspectors (ASHI)
“Ifpeople don’t have a carbon monoxide detector in their house, at almost any point in the life o f  their 
equipment, it can fa il and it can become a lethal environment. So i f  they don't have a carbon monoxide 
detector, they won’t know and they could die in that environment. We're talking about a small investment, 
and god forbid  something terrible happens, you’ll never forgive yourself fo r  the rest o f  your life. ”

Dr. Jerrold B. Leikin
Director of Medical Toxicology, Evanston Northwestern Healthcare-OMEGA
"Carbon monoxide has no odor, and is not irritating at all, and targets the brain fo r  its poisoning 
capabilities, so that you can be overcome by carbon monoxide and not even know it...carbon monoxide 
detectors are ju st like seat belts and motorcycle helmets in that they save lives. And especially they save 
lives from  traumatic accidents that can occur all o f  a sudden with nobody in the household knowing they’ve 
been exposed to these deadly gases. ”

Hal and Kathy Ketofsky
Carbon Monoxide Survivor Family, New Jersey
‘7 used to fee l the same way most people fee l about carbon monoxide -  unconcerned. But I  have a different 
opinion now. It's clear that the difference between life and death is as simple as having an alarm and not 
having one. ”

PREVENTION

The Consumer Product Safety Commission and the International Association of Fire Chiefs recommend 
every home have at least one carbon monoxide alarm with an audible warning signal installed near sleep 
areas.

For more information about carbon monoxide, contact the Our Children at Risk Task Force at 
1-877-COFACTS.
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$31,000 raised buys carbon monoxide detectors fo r low income families

Mayor Mark Begich announced today that through the support of several local companies 
and organizations, $31,000 has been raised to purchase 1,140 carbon monoxide detectors 
for distribution to low and moderate income families.

The Mayor’s office launched a fundraising effort last week following the deaths of an 
Anchorage family poisoned by carbon monoxide. All five members of the Arts family 
died after the accidental poisoning in their home on Dec. 6 .

“As we grieve the deaths of the Arts family, we have reached out to the community and 
they are responding,” said Mayor Begich. “While this CO detector giveaway cannot take 
away our pain, we can raise awareness about this deadly gas and how we can prevent 
future tragedies.”

The companies and organizations who have given financial donations to the awareness 
campaign include Allstate, BP Exploration, ConocoPhillips, Enstar, Tote, Horizon Lines, 
the Anchorage Homebuilders Association, the Anchorage Police Department Employees 
Association, and the International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 1264.

The effort has also been greatly supported by the American Red Cross of Alaska, Home 
Depot, which has offered the detectors at cost, and Federal Express, which is picking up 
the cost of flying the large order of CO detectors to Anchorage from Fresno, California.

According to the Journal of the American Medical Association, carbon monoxide 
poisoning claims the lives of 1,500 to 2,000 people in the United States every year. It is 
the leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in America, and hospitalizes another 
10 ,000  people annually.

Having a working carbon monoxide detector on every level of a home and in sleeping 
areas is considered a key part of preventing accidental poisonings.

M u n ic ip a l i ty  o f  

A n c h o r a g e

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

http://www.muni.org
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The carbon monoxide detectors purchased through the fundraising effort will be available 
to families who need them through the GIFT program in Anchorage this week. Sponsored 
by Catholic Social Services, Lutheran Social Services, The Salvation Army and the 
United Way of Anchorage, GIFT is a community outreach event that provides holiday 
gift and food assistance to thousands of low to moderate income families.

The distribution runs December 17-19 in the ACS Garage at 650 Telephone Ave. The 
detectors will be available until the supply runs out. The Red Cross office at 235 E 8th 
Avenue will have a small supply as well.

The shipment of 1,140 carbon monoxide detectors from a Kidde distributor in Fresno is 
expected to arrive in Anchorage, via Federal Express, on Tuesday.

“I am overwhelmed by the generous spirit of our local companies and organizations,” 
said Mayor Begich. “I would also like to thank our city firefighters, police officers and 
other emergency personnel who had to respond to this terrible tragedy.”

In a separate program, the Municipality’s Department of Health and Human Services 
Weatherization Program provides CO detectors to low income families each year.
Priority is given to elderly, the disabled, and families with children under the age of six 
years. The program is available to both homeowners and renters, and qualifying requires 
meeting income eligibility guidelines and the home must be inspected.

Funding for the program is provided by The Federal Department of Energy and Alaska 
Housing Finance Corporation. Those who are interested in the Weatherization Program 
can call 343-6630 for more information.



O u r  C h i l d r e n  a t  R i s k  T a s k  F o r c e

December 11, 2003

Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr. 
House o f  Representatives 
Alaska State Legislature 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear State Representative Gruenberg,

Recently, you and members o f  your staff requested information on carbon monoxide 
legislation from the Children At Risk Task Force based on meetings with folks at the 
National Conference o f  State Legislators. Hopefully you received the packet o f  
information that included copies o f  recent state legislation, codes and/or amendments 
from New York and New Jersey that require carbon monoxide alarms in residential 
dwellings and that you found it useful

I personally wanted to  give you a  heads up that there was an unfortunate carbon 
monoxide poisoning incident in Anchorage over the weekend in which an entire family 
was fatally poisoned. One person is still hospitalized from what I recall, but several 
family members perished, including a few children. Anchorage M ayor Mark Begich is 
currently conducting a fundraising campaign to solicit donations o f  CO alarms to donate 
to low-income families there with the hopes o f  preventing another CO tragedy. He seems 
to be very affected by this incident, is very passionate about this issue and may be a great 
supporter if  you are still looking at sponsoring a bill at the state level (note that I haven’t 
spoken with him regarding your interest on this issue). This would also be a solid 
example in your own backyard that might heighten awareness o f  the need for CO 
legislation in Alaska.

I f  you need further information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

"Laurie Bowser-Sever 
Communications Manager 
Phone: 919-304-8312



children

July 10, 2003 

Dear NCSL attendee:

Several years ago, I lost two of my three sons, Zachary and Nicholas (16 months and four years of age) to 
carbon monoxide poisoning from a furnace malfunction that nearly wiped out our entire family. Since the 
death of my sons, I have become an advocate for the use of carbon monoxide alarms in all homes.

Carbon monoxide is known as the “Silent Killer” for a very good reason -  you don’t know it is there. CO 
attacks without warning -  you can’t see it, smell it or taste it and symptoms mimic the flu. CO is the #1 cause 
of accidental poisoning deaths in the U.S. and accounts for 40,000 emergency room visits, 20,000 health- 
related injuries and 2,000 deaths annually.

I can assure you that my family was no different than yours or families in your district We simply didn’t 
know what CO was or that we were at risk. As someone who survived a deadly carbon monoxide incident, I 
can tell you that you don’t know what’s happening to you -  until it’s too late. Only an alarm can alert you to 
the presence of carbon monoxide before it becomes life threatening.

Carbon monoxide is a natural by-product of combustion in fuel burning appliances. A toxic spill can happen 
at any time due to a faulty furnace, blocked chimney, cracked vent pipe or clothes dryer with a blocked vent 
Electric-only homes are just as susceptible to this household threat because a car left idling in an attached 
garage, a gas-powered generator used during a power outage or a charcoal grill brought indoors or operated 
too close to the home can cause hazardous consequences.

Smoke alarm legislation has been successful in reducing the number of fire-related deaths in our 
communities. Now, it is time to look at carbon monoxide alarms in the same way -  as a critical piece of home 
safety equipment that belongs in every household, rental property and lodging facility.

New York, New Jersey and Rhode Island are three states with laws requiring carbon monoxide alarms in 
homes, lodging facilities and rental properties. Many other cities and towns have similar requirements. By 
sponsoring carbon monoxide legislation, you can help your state and its constituents save lives and prevent 
injuries, especially among younger family members who are at greater risk to carbon monoxide exposure.

Your help is urgently needed today! I.urge.you toston bv booth 837 at the National Conference of State 
Legislators meeting July 23-25 in San Francisco where members of the Our Children at Risk Task Force, 
including myself, will be available to discuss the importance of passing carbon monoxide legislation in your 
state. We can provide model legislation and any additional information you may need to aid in this important 
effort.

If you’d like further information prior to the conference, please don’t hesitate to contact us. I look forward to 
meeting you.

Sincerely,

Chetyl Be
Chairperson, Our Children at Risk Task Force

541 N. Fairbanks, Suite 2040 • Chicago, Illinois 60611 • 1-877-COFACTS



N Y S  D O S , PR E SS  R E L E A S E , N ew  Y o rk  S L .C o d o i in E ffec t. (D ecem ber 3 0 ,2 0 0 2 ) hUp7/www.doi.lUui.ny.u*/pm/pr2002'c<x!e» 12_30JUml

NYS Department of State
FOR TM M EPIATERELEASE 
December 30,2002

Contact: Theresa Smolen 
Assistant Secretary o f State 
for Public Affairs 
(518)474-4752

New York State Will Enter 2003 With New Fire Prevention, Building Codes in Effect
ALBANY -  (December 30,2002) -  Transition Period Ends In December, Codes o f New York State 

Supercede CuiTent Provisions

As New Yorkers ring in the New Year, new fire prevention and building codes will take effect that 
supercede the existing codes and bring updated technology, products, safety standards and flexibility that 
will provide a major incentive for new investment, construction and economic development across die 
^tatc, Governor George E. Pataki today announced.

"New York State will now have a set of requirements that are consistent with the rest of the country," 
said Governor Pataki. "The new codes will ensure that our homes and workplaces are safe and energy 
efficient, while spurring development and creating job opportunities across the State."

The new model codes were adopted by a unanimous vote o f the State Fire Prevention and Building 
Code Council in March, culminating a four-year process of reviewing the International Codes and making 
modifications for New York State in an effort to replace the current outdated code. A 180 day transition 
period has been in effect since July, during which time the current code or the new code could be used.

"Many building permits submitted during the transition period utilized the new code over th t old one. 
The feedback has been positive and reflects our belief that new codes will not only be easier to comply 
with and enforce, but will provide an incentive for new investment and economic development as well," 
said Secretary of State Randy A. Daniels, whose Department oversees Codes Enforcement and 
Administration.

The Governor directed the Department o f State to undertake the code review process in 1998. Since 
that time, the Code Council established technical subcommittees to review the International Family o f 
Codes, which includes the building, fire, residential, plumbing, mechanical, fuel gc:, property maintenance 
and energy conservation codes.

The adoption o f the International Codes also gives New York State a voice in the code development 
process at the national level. New York State's Code will be updated on a regular schedule consistent with 
the International Codes three-year cycle.

Secretary Daniels is Chair o f the State Fire Prevention and Building Code Council. The Code Council 
is a 17-member body comprised of representatives from several disciplines, including architects, 
engineers, builders, trade unions, people with disabilities, fire prevention, local governments and state 
agencies.

All construction in the state is governed by the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, which 
addresses issues such as fire prevention, life safety, structural stability and accommodation for people with 
disabilities. The code applies to all communities across New York, except New York City which has its 
own building code. NYC is covered by the energy conservation code, which took effect in July.
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NEW YORK T O  AS8KMaiiX 
MEMORANDUM XN 8 OP PORT 07 LEGISLATION

. submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule 111, Section 1 (e)
(x) Memo on original draft of b ill 
() Memo on amended bill

BILL NUMBRR: Assembly
Senate

SPONSORS: Member (a) of Amenably? Joseph D. Morelle
Senator (a):

TITLE 07 EXLLt
AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to requiring the installation 
of carbon monoxide detectors.
PURPOSE OR GEM8RAE IDEA OP Brat:
The purpose of -this b ill is to require the installation of carbon monoxide 
detectors in multiple dwellings, hotels, motels, and lodging houses.
SUMMARY Qg SPECIFIC PROVISIONSi
Section one would amend subdivision 5-a of sec.tion 376 of the executive law 
by adding multiple dwellings to the type of dwellings that are required to 
have carbon monoxide detectors installed if  the dwelling is constructed or 
90ld after this law takes effect.
Section two of this b ill amends subdiviaion 8 of section 370 of the 
executive law by adding carbon monoxide detectors as a required device to be 
installed in hotels, motels and lodging houses. Currently only smoke 
detectors are required.
Saation three would only require such carbon monoxide detectors in dwellings 
that contain or are serviced by gas-fueled or oil-fueled devices, a wood 
stove or has an attached garage.
Section 4 sets the effective data,
JusTxricnnoN:
As with smoke detectors/fire alarms many years ago, carbon monoxide 
detectors have earned the r«3pact of the fire service aa a valuable tool'in 
the saving of lives. jj

Everyone recognizes that carbon monoxide /k ills  if  not responded to 
immediately, The most serious quality of COS La that, unlike smoke, i t  is 
virtually undetectable, even when someone is” awake and alert. Chapter 257 
of the laws of 2002 required carbon monoxide detectors be installed in one 
and two family dwellings and in condominiums and cooperatives that art 
constructed or sold in order to prevent the loss of life,
This b ill requires multiple dwelling units and hotels, motels and lodging 
houses to install carbon monoxide detectors o* w-f/A*.
PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORYl
New legislation.
FISCAL IMPLICATIONSI
Undetermined. 
srncrrvi Bate:
This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after i t  shall 
have become. law, provided, however, that affective Immediately, the 
.addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rules or regulations by the 
secretary of state necessary for the implementation of tho foregoing 

• sections of this act on its effective date is authorized and directed to be made and completed on ox before such effective date.
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C ARB O N  M O N O XID E D ETE C TO R S REQUIRED AS OF JA N U A R Y 1,2002

In 2001, the Rhode Island General Assembly enacted a new law, which will require most new and 
existing single family homes and other residential properties to be equipped with both a working smoke 
detector and carbon monoxide detector prior to transfer of the property or issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy as of January 1,2002.

Q U ESTIO N S AND A N S W E R S

W hen w ill the new carbon m onoxide detector law go into effect? January 1,2002.

W hat properties are covered? The law will apply to existing, occupied single-family homes and other 
residential buildings which are transferred on or after January 1, 2002. The law will also apply to new 
single-family homes and other residential buildings with gas utilities which are constructed or converted 
for residential occupancy on or after January 1, 2002. Residential buildings which are required to have a 
fire alarm system are exempt.

W hat kind o f carbon m onoxide detectors m ust be installed? Carbon monoxide detector emit an 
audible signal with a minimum rating of eighty-five decibels at a distance of ten feet and have a "power 
on” indicator. The detectors must be listed and/or approved by Underwriters Laboratories Inc., Factory 
Mutual, or some other nationally recognized testing laboratory approved by the state fire marshal and 
installed according to the manufacturer’s specifications.

How expensive are carbon m onoxide detectors? Prices typically range from $25 - $70 per detector.

W here m ust the carbon m onoxide detectors be placed? An approved smoke and approved carbon 
monoxide detector must be installed in the access space immediately adjacent to bedrooms or sleeping 
rooms, and in bedrooms, or sleeping rooms, which are separated by other use areas, such as kitchens 
or living rooms, but not bathrooms. If a bedroom opens directly into the kitchen, a smoke detector must 
be installed in the bedroom, and a carbon monoxide detector must be installed in the kitchen, located in 
accordance with manufacturer's specifications in relation to fuel burning appliances. Ail carbon 
monoxide detectors must be mounted in accordance with manufacturer's specifications.

W ho w ill inspect the carbon m onoxide detector? Inspections will be performed by the same 
department in each town or city which performs smoke detector inspections. Typically, this will be the 
fire department.

How m uch w ill a carbon m onoxide detector inspection cost? The cost of a carbon monoxide 
detector inspection will be $30, which will be the same price as a smoke detector inspection beginning on 
January 1, 2002. However, a town or city may charge an additional fee of $30 if the detectors must be 
reinspected due to improper installation, wrong location, improper wiring, or the owner’s failure to keep 
his inspection appointment.

M ust a carbon m o noxide certificate be recorded? Yes, a carbon monoxide detector certificate must 
be recorded with the town or city clerk’s office in the same way that a smoke detector certificate is 
recorded.

W hen m ust the inspection be com pleted? The inspection must be completed within sixty days prior to

http ://www. statewidemls.com/ebul letinc 'carbonjrionoxide. htm 9/30/2003
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closing, or, in Ihe case of new construction or conversion to residential occupancy, prior to the issuance 
of a certificate of occupancy, and the seller must provide the buyer with smoke detector and carbon 
monoxide detector certificates at the time of the transfer of title.

W h at happens If inspection does not occur before c lo sin g ? If the carbon monoxide detector is not 
inspected prior to closing, the seller m ay complete an affidavit stating that the real property being 
conveyed by this instrument had working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors within fourteen days of 
the date of this instrument, and that an inspection has been requested.

M ust th e carbon m o n oxid e  certificate be recorded? Yes, a carbon monoxide detector certificate 
must be recorded with the town or city clerk’s office in the same way that a smoke detector certificate is 
recorded.

W h at resp o nsib ility  does a real estate broker or salesperson have? The new law requires only the 
property owner to assume legal responsibility for installing the carbon monoxide detectors and ensuring 
that they are working.

W here can I get a co p y o f th is law? Members of the Rhode Island Association o f REALTORS can 
obtain a copy of the law from http://www.statewidemls.com.

Posted: 10/5/01

Copyright ©  2 0 0 3  R h od e  Is land  A ssoc iation  o f  R E A LT O R S®  and 
S ta te -W ide Multiple Listing S e rv ic e . Inc. All rights re se rv ed .

R E A LT O R ®  - Is a reg istered m ark which Identifies a p ro fess iona l in re a l e s ta te  w ho subsc ribes to 
a strict C od e  o f E thics a s  a  m em ber o f the NATIONAL A SSO C IA T IO N  O F  REA LTO RS® .

Any question s regard ing this site can  be directed to the w ebm aste r.
In form ation d eem ed  re liab le  but not gua ran teed . 

t U  Equa l Housing Opportunity
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Title: Children Are at Greater Risk of Injury or Death From Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
URL: http://www.pslgroup.com/dg/CF62.htm 
Doctor's Guide 
October 14, 1996

C H IC A G O , O ct. 14 ,1996  -  Children, infants and unborn babies are more vulnerable to carbon 
m onoxide (C O ) poisoning than healthy adults, according to toxicologists and m edical 
professionals. Younger fam ily m em bers are particularly susceptible due to their higher 
m etabolic rates -  m eaning they require more oxygen and use it faster than adults. Carbon 
m onoxide even in sm all am ounts works to restrict oxygen in the bloodstream , thus starving a 
child 's tissues and organs of what is needed to function and develop properly.

"Carbon m onoxide poisoning can cause neurological problem s, learning disabilities, memory 
loss and personality changes in children and can lead to m iscarriage or stillbirth for wom en 
exposed during pregnancy," said Dr. M arc Bayer, m edicai director, Connecticu t Poison Control 
Center. "Because of the higher oxygen requirem ents of sm aller bodies, carbon m onoxide's 
interference with oxygen delivery can lead to perm anent dam age to a child's developing 
nervous system ," he said.

Young children are also vulnerable to m isdiagnosis because they cannot fully explain the 
onset, progression and severity of their sym ptom s. Additionally, because children spend m ost 
of their tim e in the hom e, they are more likely to be exposed to carbon m onoxide produced by 
gas, oil, wood or propane burning appliances and heating system s.

"Because this toxin is invisible to human senses and the early poisoning sym ptom s look like 
other com m on problem s such as the flu, the best way to know if a leak is present is to equip 
the hom e with carbon m onoxide detectors that have an audible alarm," said Bayer.

To  provide an early warning of carbon m onoxide dangers, First A le rt(R ), the nation's leading 
brand of carbon m onoxide detectors, has developed a U L listed, extra-sensitive battery- 
powered detector that will sense carbon m onoxide at lower concentrations than plug-in m odels 
are designed to detect. The detector will continue to operate in the event of a power outage, a 
tim e w hen alternative heat sources are com m only used and can be m ounted out of reach of 
little fingers -  im portant to children with fam ilies.

Fam ilies with children, pregnant wom en, elderly people or anyone with heart or lung disorders 
may want the added protection of the First Alert bio-sensor technology. The  elderly and people 
with heart and lung disorders are at greater risk of injury or death from carbon m onoxide 
because C O  can aggravate a pre-existing condition of restricted oxygen flow in the

http://www.docguide.com/dg.nsf/PrintPrint/A2BClA7DEBA81376852563C500497F7F 10/20/2003
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bloodstream . 

Th e  Consum er Product Safety Com m ission (C P S C ) recom m ends that every hom e in Am erica 
install at least one carbon m onoxide detector with an audible alarm , located near the sleeping 
area. Additional detectors on every level provide an extra m easure of safety.

Copyright © 1999 P\S\L Consulting Group Inc. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of 
P\S\L content is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of P\S\L. P\S\L shall not be liable 
for any errors, omissions or delays in this content or any other content on its sites, newsletters or other 
publications, nor for any decisions or actions taken in reliance on such content.

This news story was printed from *Doctor's Guide to the Internet* 
located at http://www.docguide.com

Return to News Story Page

This site is maintained by wobmaster@pslgroup.com 
Please contact us with any comments, problems or bugs.
All contents Copyright (c) 1998 P\S\L Consulting Group Inc. 
All rights reserved.
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CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING

H a M hlW tllM N M /W M II.O W '1
Friends arrived at Diva and Rita Aria1 HIHalda mldone* Sebuday iftar unsuccessful adimpts to contact tham. Four family members war* found daad Inilde 
tha Boar Vallay homo, all vtctlna of carbon monoxide poteontng.

Gas kills four at home
Father, three children perish on Hillside; mother fighting for life
By TATABOUM BRANT and ZAZ HOUANDER
AMtans* EMy N*M

A father and his three children died alter car 
bon monoxide saturated the air In their Bear Val- 
Icy home, fire officials said Saturday.

Anchorage firefighters found the four dead in 
bedrooms and a hallway of the three-story Rob­
ert Drive home when they were summoned to 
the scene shortly alter noon Saturday by a neigh­
bor. The mother was found unconscious In a hall­
way. was rushed to the hospital and wia fighting 
for her life la le Sa lunlay night

Firefighters did not know how long the fami­
ly had been dead. Police said some victims were 
still in their nightclothes,

David Arts, 42, was found dead in his bed 
on the third floor. Anchorage Fire Department 
spokesman Tbm Kempton said.

Wilem, 3, and his sister Taylor, ll, were found 
In their shared room on the second Boor, Wilem

S „  Bull n , t .  DEATHS

Th# Aria family 
Ifvod at 8100 
Robert Drive. 
Dadd Artr..
42; daugWera 
Ann Marta,
B, and Taylor, 
11; and son 
Wilem, 3. dlsd. 
Hits Arts waa 
taken to Alaska 
Regional 
Hospital.

No ri 
for b 
must
■ IMTAROD: Racha f 
m isse s  m an d a to ry  n
By ZAZ HOLLANDER
A/Kftoropi 0•*?

After pressuring Id 
rod Tkall Sled Dog Race • 
ciaii to allow her to run t 
special concessions, a le 
fy blind woman from Ore 
foiled to show up for a tx 
da lory rookies meeting I 
rnday and will not compel 
next year’s race.

Rachael Scdoria, a 
year-old musher from Bt 
Ore., waged an aggreaa 
Iiigh-pcofUe campaign this 
to get rice officials to b 
rules Hanning outaido SCO 
mods lions.

Scdoria suffers from < 
genital achromatopsia, a 
reditary condition that 
pain her central viaioo 
makes It hard for her to 
the front of her team 
critica (eared the corah 
could threaten her safety 
that ol her doga and pe»a 
other mush era.

Id September, race 
ciala voted to let her run 
Iditarod with help from an 
sis un ion  a separate dog i 
who would radio warol

flaci f«jrr. SCDO

Plane s 
man sp 
night ii
■ EKU/TNA: H e sta> 
cab in  o v e rn ig h t , wa
By KATIE POZNECKER
Arcnora** OieMW

An Anchorage flreflgh 
plane into Eklutu Lake 
swam to ihore, spent a fra 
per's cabin, then walked e 
era stumbled upon turn aj 
said Saturday.

Battalion Chief Wadoa s  y  I I  ■ S’ ■  ■  Battalion uniei waoeNew tactics make U.S. troops safer; .ger Iraqis
.  GET-TOUGH: S tra tegy 
s im ila r lo  app roach  Is rae l 
uses in occup ied  te rrito ries .
By DEXTER FllXINS
Th# Hrm ftortt Tim*#

ABU HISI1MA, Iraq -  As the

have begun imprisoning the rel­
atives ol suspected guerrillas in 
hopes of pressuring the Insurgents 
to turn themselves m.

The Americans embarked os 
their get lough strategy In early No­
vember, the deadliest month yet for 
US. forces In Iraq, wilh 81 soldien

INSIDE 
a ATTACH Kills CMlMDf: U S  -led 
an clock against suspected terranst In 
Alghonlsan killed nine children aswtas 
Die Intended tamrt.

P«aA-B

,cics on American troops, Iraqi d- 
villana line up to go in and out, fil­
ing through an Americam-guardcd 
checkpoint, each carrying an identi­
fication card printed in English otify.

"If you have one of these cards, 
you can come and go." coaxed LL 
CoL Nathan Sassaman, the battal-

night, dehydrated, cold at 
CoL Steve Politaefa, an Al 
spokesman.

Dan Amyot, the part ra 
that wbeo they Initially fe 
urday walking along the 
fighter waa mildly to mod 
and “a little bit out of U’ 
snowmachine to the rang
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DEATHS; Neighbor found bodies, called police SCDORIS: Disqi
CcHimttd fmw, A*!

in hia bed, Taylor on a rnnttrcss nest to the 
bed Ann Marie, 8. and her mother, Rita 
Arts, 33, were found lying aide by axle in a 
hallway outside the chllfoen's room.

"I don't know if that means anything or 
not," paramedics battaflu.i chief Kurt So­
rensen said

Fire and utility offlmils Saturday night 
were stU trying to determine the source ol 
the carbon monoxide

The first firefighter inside "found the 
mother with some slgasuf life and got her and then moved to a facility with a prcssur- 
out of the house Iranuuttiitely," Kempton ned chamber Kempton aid. "The c-nly way

Carbon monoxide
WHAT IS IT: A poisonous, colortess. odoifosa 
and tasteless gas that results from the incom­
plete burning of natural gas and other material 
containing carbon, sucn as gasoline, kerosene. 
o>l. piopane, coal or wood.
COMMON SOURCES: Idling vehicles, mal­
functioning or improperly used fuel-burning

uaid
“This is a very horrfiiik tragedy lo have 

happen anytime of Ube year, let alone 
Christmas," Kempton scad

Officials said a coouemcd relative or 
friend who lives nearby went to check on 
the Arts family Saturday because they bad 
missed several appointments. Tho woman 
had a key to the bouse, ailtome with a spec-

to treat this Is to force more oxygen Into the 
body by higher pressure," Kempton said 

Sorensen said investigators were (old 
that there waa a carbon monoxide detector 
in the house but that It bad been unplugged 
while Ihe Arta family remodeled their home 
to get reatfy to move.

Friends of the Arises' stopped by the
_ ___ _______  _____  heme Saturday while fire Investigator*,

lacular view of the moindnius, and let her- firefighters, police and Enstar officials

appliances such as ovens, space heatrrs and 
furnaces.
SYMPTOMS: Headache, fatigue, nausea, short­
ness of breath, confused thinking. Can cause 
death if eiposed tor Mended periods ol ume. 
MORE IWO, MCUIDMG SAFETY TIP* 
ww*xpsc.gDv/cpscpub/pubs/4fi6html

Family members die from 
carton monoxide poisoning

J_

I'd,
m n

self m, Kempton said Tfot-voman found the 
bodies and called 81L

Carbon monoxide, a  byproduct of com­
bustion, is lethal if lnhafitU for an extended 
period It gets Into the hlbod and robs the

worked tnxldn trying to determine where 
Ihe carbon monoxide came from

“What happened? What happened?” 
naked one frantic woman, who showed up 
with a man. The woman began to cry. The

\ " V  Vi3fc‘~ !  j .'.-V 
11100 PtaWft Drive _L-_

%

blood of oxygen. Early symptoms of erpo- couple said they had been frying to contact V
sure Include headache., fiifrgue, shortness 
of breath, nausea and cannunon.

Kempton said cartmn: monoxide can 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
a malfunctioning furnace, a gas-burning 
generator or an Idling rn r Carbon uiodox-

the family since the evening before.
Friends said the Arises were getting 

ready to move overseas Walter Yankaus- 
fcas, who lives across the street, said Dave 
Arts was a cargo pilot for Cathay Pacif­
ic Airways. He was about to start work aa

Ide tends to concentrate on upper floors a passenger pilot and needed to move to 
In homes because it Is lighter than air. So- Hong Kong, the airline's hub city, he said 
ren>ensaJd Cathay Pacific Airways could not be

Initial carbon moruonfii readings al the reached Saturday.
Arises' home came baidk at 71S parts per The Arises planned a party next week-
million, Kempton sold "Thata vcty high."

Levels of 150 to 200 ppn are sufficient to 
kill, according to a Coummer Product Safe­
ty Commission publication. More than 200 
people (be every year Im the United States

end to mark their move. Ihe Invitatloa was 
posted on a neighbor's refrigerator.

Dave Arta waa known in the Bear Val­
ley neighborhood for plowing his neighbors’ 
dnveways and for keeping Robert Drive

from carbon momrdde produced by fuel- passable for everyone, 
burning appliances, aomtding to the pub- "Vbu notice how it's <0 feet wide up here 
Ucation. and it's 13 feet wide down there?" Yankaua-

Rita Arts was rusbctlitn a local hospital kas sold, gesturing down the steep, snowy

road "That's because of Dave."
kasuld ' Wtr° Kreal pe°ille'" YaIlkaU1'

Kempton encouraged all Anchorage res­
ident! to tnotall carbon monoxide detectors 
in their bomex.

They're readily available at almost all 
hardware stars," he laid “They're not 
very expensive. They even make com­
bined amoke and carbon monoxide detec­
tors now."

Six people. Including three children, 
were saved In an Anchorage trailer park 
Iasi wilder after a 911 dispatcher realized 
a caller and her famtfy were suffering from carbon monoxide poisoning during the cafL
D OMj Nm reporter UUOcOie Inn an t* rwajd ■ ttraeteOuam or 267-432L

ConrinutA Jrrm .4-1 
about trail dangers ahead The 
board had previously rejected 
her request to run with one or 
two visual interpreters on snow- 
mariunes.

On Saturday. Scdoris' father.
J c r y  Scdoris. said the deri­
sion not to run next March was 
based on several factors. " *

Using a dog sled instead of 
a mowmachine doubled the board rej 
team’s original budget, esti- quest for 
mated at 840.000 to 830.000, Interpret! 
Sedan/ said A snowmobile Letter 
manufacturer also pulled its , risfon ar 
sponsorship, he said That'a Wradix 
about a 840.000 turnaround two US 
right there." al TVomer

His daughter, a veteran of even the 
several stage races in the Low- sen ted d 
e r 48. also noedu to get a ecus- Martin u 
Corned to relying on a visual In- Supreme 
terpreter oo a sled rather than cartocth 
on a snowmobile, he said The dt

Rachael Scdoris was the on- Iditarod 
ly rookie of a record SO entered cord bold 
in the race who did not attend a Is hosting 
mandatory meeting Saturday at long roee 
the Millennium Alaskan Hotel Lake tons 
She did not officially withdraw be doesn 
by Saturday, but ihe is no loo- longs in tl 
get- eligible to race because at- T b it 
tendance at the meeting wax Busertai 
required of all rookie muabere, But k
said race marshal Mark Nord- from Waa
man. feelings.'

Scdoris' aboence oo Sahir- the race t 
day caught some of her peers peting fa 
by surprise. where pi

“I looked for her, and I didn’t feeling*." 
see bet I seen her picture in Scoort 
the paper a few times, and I and 330-n 
thought well, I’d probably meet races she 
her there," said Gary McKel- for theM 
let; a 44-year old Waxilla mush- She wi
er running the race for the first rod. he sa
time. ------

Scdoris1 bid to race gained MOetrNwe 
national attention after the luoedwit

RESCUE: Pilot spends a night in the cold after crashing plane ink
C m O n r r A f r o m  M

A nurse at Providen* Alas­
ka Medical Center raci stra- 
han would stay tn the thispllal 
os long as it took for hie But to 
warmup.

He declined to sjunk to 
the media but could 1* Heard 
through tho curtain of Itiu hos­
pital room describing hnx. -teal 
to friends and family mam-> ira. 
Strahan'i rescue came rough­
ly 24 hours after he leffl 30irriU 
Field oo Friday aftcmaxmon l 
solo flight In his CessnalT-172.
■ Ho did not file a fligfelplim.

Sirehan’s wife apparent­
ly called firefighters wthm her 
husband was overdue The 
Alagka National Guard and Civil 
Air Patrol started scaralhag af­
ter interviewing Strohan'u wife 
about places her husbumi typi­
cally dew to.

Tho resulting scarab: area 
was 2,400 square mllesdfot en­
compassed Eldulna Lake, the 
Chugach Range, Lake (Eaorge, 
Knik, and Big Lake, sxuf Major 
Chris Kohl, senior resanu con­
troller wilh the Guard.

“It would have ra s lt ev­
erybody's life so muclb easier 
If we'd had a flight ptaa" Ko- 
bfsald.

Strahan told rescuemffiaaU 
that the plane crashed) about 
3 p.m. Friday while bewns at­
tempting to land at Ehlii Air­
strip on the lake’s east end.

"He was doing a trxnrfi and 
go to pack a route on. the air­
strip and test the airstriflito see 
how solid It was," said Amyot,

who added that StrahaiTs plane 
had wheels, not aids.

“It sounds like the third or 
fourth time be tried to make a 
landing, his wheels started sink­
ing in and things got a little tip­
py" Arpyot said.

“Ho started to lake oil again, 
but It slowed him down a Tittle 
bit and he hit a slump of drift­
wood that got washed up tn late foil."

Arayot said the plane then 
apparently skidded across the 
lake shore and plunged through 
the ice The plane sank 

“He had to swim about ISO 
feet to shore," Amyot said.

Strahan etched the word 
“help" in the shoreline snow. 
He saw rescue helicopters over­
head but didn't gel thctr atten­
tion, Amyot said.

He found the Ekhitna Al­
ex Cabin nearby ond spent the 
night Uiero.

The tiny log trapper's cab­
in waa supposed to be removed 
several years ago by the Eklut- 
na Corp., Amyot sold. It has no 
stove or fireplace.

“He broke a bunch of spruce 
bows and set up a little bed in 
there." Amyot said.

The National Weather Sen 
vice doesn't take on official 
reading In the Eldulna area, 
but a forecaster there said that 
It couldn't have been warmer 
than 10 degrees Friday night 
and earfy Saturday.

“Our winters are unforgiv­
ing In Alaska,” Kobl sold. Strah- 
an "ought to go play the lottery

Rescuers escorted Wads StfBhsn, s battalion thlof In the Anchorage Fire Department, to a helicopter at 
t)« Eklutna Ranger Station The man on the left gave Strahan his own socks to weer. Strahan had landed 
at the Eklutna airstrip and when he tried to taka off again the plane crashed Into the lake. Strahan gut 
out of the plane, swam to shore and spent the night In a noarby cabin.

an, Amyot taking the lower trail James Conley, a police offl- 
ond Calcert taking Lbc upper cer on scene, was an taxed by 
route. Calcert found him about Strahan'a ordeal He said the

right now."
Strahan on Saturday set 

out walking. He had gone eight 
miles when, less than two muu 
from tho ranger station, he en­
countered several skiers.

Hie alders text messaged po­
lice on a cell phone and 5bed to 
the ranger station, where they 
found Amyot and the caretaker: 
Chandra CaleerL

The pair hopped on snowma- 
chines and headed for Strab-

1:30 p.m. Amyot sold.
They got Strahan back to Ihe 

rangcr station and gave him hot 
tea and patched a phone call 
through to his wife

tfollce arrived soon, as did an 
Alaska Air National Guard HH- 
60G Pnvehuwk helicopter crew 
from Kulli Air National Guard 
Base.

Rrefighler had on wet, faded 
bluejeans, boots, ond "a cou­
ple layers on top." One of the 
guardsmen took off his own 
worm socks to give to Strahnn, 
Conley said.

“He didn't hare a chance to 
got anything out of the aircraft, 
he told me," Conley said. “It’s 
an incredible story In terms of

■ DM) tea 
can b« mtcJ
25

IRAQ: Many Iraqis in Snnni triangle find tactics \absolutely humi
Cc „ tb, *eJf-Me C-1 

their cars through the hue Over to one 
side, an Iraqi man named Tariq mut­
tered In anger.“1 see no difference ler.veen us and 
the Palestinians," he suut “We didn't 
expect anything tike ffiis after Sad­
dam felL"

Tho practice of destmving buildings 
where insurgents a re  suspected of 
planning or mounting attncks lias beenitvi tor (WwUi hv Ueu-ll tn

recently traveled to Israel to glean les­
sons learned from their counter ten 
racist operations In urban areas."

Vane Is the deputy chief of stall for 
doctrine concepts and strategy, at the 
VS. Army Training and Doctrine Com­
mand.

American officers here say their 
new hard-nosed approach reflects a 
more realistic appreciation of the mib- 
tary and political realities faced by US. 
witiiier* In Ihe Sunni trinncle llie  urea

hitting bock pretty hard. We'vo forced 
them to slow down tho pace of their op- 
erationa."

in that way, the new American ap­
proach seems to share the success­
es of the Israeli military at feast in the 
short term, Israeli officers contend 
that their beivy-handed strategy reg­
ularly stops catastrophes tike suicide 
bombings from taking place.

“If you do nothing, they will just get 
etrnne/r" «iaM Martin van Crwvelrt

The grenade went straight into the guerrillas, 
sergeant’s chest With the Bradley still In Tikrit, re
smoldering, the soldiers of the 1st Bat- home they said 
talion, 8th Infantry, part of the 4th In- American tanks 
fanfry Division, surrounded Abu Hlsb- ready left, they t 
mn and searched for the guerrillas. “1 watched t
Soldiers began encasing the town in that house," sou 
razor wire. tires down the n

The next day, an American Jet IJS officers,
dropped a 500-pound bomb on the have destroyed 
house that had been used to attack kn t In a recent fh#»m 'Hl* iroarvon* dftmIbiI IA ri'l** •wwIbio*̂



MONDAY NIGHT
Rams clinch postseason berth 

by beating Browns
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C a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  t r a c e d  t o  p o o r ly  v e n t e d  f u r n a c e
■ BEA R  VALLEY : F o u r  
m em b e rs  o f  A rts  fa m i ly  d ie d ; 
m o th e r s t i l l in  h o sp ita l.
By TATABOUKE BRANTAnct»or«g» Deity N*w»

An improperly ventilated gas Am 
once caused a Bear Valley home to All 
wilh carbon monoxide over Ihe week­
end, killing a man and his three chil­
dren and leaving the mother ol Ihe 
(nmily In critical condition, olfldala

Panel looks 
at limiting 
pull-tabs
B SEN A TO RS : S h o u ld  
$ 2 5 .2  m i ll io n  o p e ra tion  
ju s t  s e rv e  ch a rit ie s ?
By SEAN COCKERHAMAnchors go Dciry Nnn

JUNEAU -Think pull-lab 
charitable gaming permits In 
Alaska jut t go to charities?

Well, you’re wrong.
Sure, the American Lung As­

sociation of Alaska, the Special 
Olympics o( Alaska and various 
youth sports programs all have 
state piill-tab permits. But so do 
groups like Home Builders As­
sociation of Juneau, the Fhin 
banks Area Sheet Metal Work­
ers, the Alaska Democralic Pan 
ty and the Anchorage Republi­
can Women's Club.

On Monday a legislative sub­
committee tnnk un whether to

saJd Monday.
Anchorage Fire Department spokes­

man Tbm Kempton said Investigators 
determined that the fresh-air intake 
vent on David and Rita Arts' furnace 
had been intentionally blocked, pen 
haps to keep cold air Irom getting in­
to the house.

Kempton did not immediately know 
what blocked ihe venL But, he said, as 
•ho temperatures dropped outside and 
the furnace worked harder, the blocked 
vent caused Aimes to be drawn from

the furnace room into the living areas 
of the home.

Authorities were called lo the res­
idence on Robert Drive around noon 
Saturday by a concerned neighbor who 
went to chock on the family after they 
missed some appointments.

Firefighter* found David Arta, 42, in 
his bed oo the third floor. Wilem, 3, and 
his Bister Taytor, 11, were found in their 
beds in a shared room on the second 
floor. Ann Marie. 0, And Rita, 33, were 
discovered together in a hallway out­

side tho children's bedroom. Everyone 
hut Rita was dead, officials aaid. She 
was rushed to Alaska Regional Hospi­
tal, where she remained Monday. Her 
condition waa not released.

Initial carbon monoxide readings in 
the Artaes' home showed more than 700 
parts per million. Levels of 150 Rim are 
sufficient to kill.

Kempton said investigators did not 
find any evidence that a vehicle parked 
in an allached garage waa the source 
of the carbon monoxide. The car was

not running when authorities arrived 
Saturday and it still had about a quar­
ter of a tank of gas, he said. There was 
no soot stain near the vehicle's ex­
haust, which would have been consis­
tent with on idling engine, he said. The 
car did not have a remote starter.

The tragedy has ahocked Anchor 
age and Bear Valley, and many resi­
dents have rushed out lo buy carbon 
monoxide detectors for their homes.

Ste Back Page, FURNACE

ON THE LOOKOUT AT FORT RICHARDSON

begins
■ OPERATION  AVALANCHE: U .S . 
ta rg e t! those  w h o  ta rget re b u ild in g .
8y STEPHEN GRAHAM
The fm etU M  Pt in

KABUL, Afghanistan — The U.S. military 
launched its largest postwar offensive against 
Thliban and al-Qalda insurgents Monday, sending 
2,000 soldiers into a lawless swath of Afghanistan 
In  mil dnum a wave nf attacka

http://www.adn.com


Afghanistan 
on Saturday, 
mistakenly 
killing nine 
children, 
officials said.

AUA2 RAM /  frx AjtecMitO rain

AFGHANISTAN: U.S. strike may have missed terrorist
Continued from AJ 

Bng. Gen Lloyd Austin, has ap­
pointed a team i f military police­
men, doctors, a lawyer ana a nurse 
lo investigate the deaths, HUicrty 
said The military will also provide 
aid to the village, ho said.

The deaths of so many ddidrcn 
sbocknd Afghans and foreign offi­
cials. The United Nations bsi called 
for an Investigation and for the find 
logs to be made public The UN. 
spokesman in Kabul, Maoocl de Al­
meida n Silva, said Uic deaths would 
have a "negative impact" on the pop­
ulation, which is already unhappy 
wilh tho presence of foreign military.

Tho U.N. secretary general, Kn 
Q Annan, expressed "profound sad 
ores" al the deaths and warned that 
tho fight against terrorism "can­
not,he won at the expense of inno- 
cqo't lives,”

Hie special envoy in Afghanistan, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, said dial the inci­
dent followed similar Inrtdools and

to a sense of insocurily 
tLe country.

Avalanche, in south­
ern and eastern Afghanistan, "is the 
largest wc have ever designed," 1111- 
ferty (fid at Ihe coalition military 
headquarters at Bagrum, north of 
tho capital, Kabul Tho enemy ’'Isn't 
going IP know t/hcn we hil Ho isn't 
going to know what we're doing."

“High! now, rd  say there’s (our 
infantry battalions involved" of 
around 500 men each, Hilfcrty said. 
Somii Afghan National Army and 
militjf forces also will be involved, 
ho said.

HUicrty gave no details about the 
operation, including when It started 
or what provinces were targeted.

Tkliban fighters have stepped up 
attacks — particularly against aid 
workers and civilians — in provinc­
es near tho Pakistani bordor and in 
Ghazni andZabul provinces soulhof 
the capital

On Monday, one Pakistani engi­

neer was shot dcaa. Is Afghan 
driver was wounded wuon gunmen 
attacked their vehicle on tho main 
Kabul Kandahar highway In Ghazni 
province. A second Pakistani engi­
neer was missing, and two escaped.

t\ .'.Rrtnch U.N. worker was 
guirnpd down last month In Ghaz­
ni, arid three International workers 
were kidnapped in past weeks.

The wave of Taliban attacks 
against aid workers, U.S. soldiers 
and Afghan government officials 
ham belied American claims that It 
is winning tho war to stabilize (ho 
country. TWo yoars alter tho faU ol 
the Taliban. 11,700 soidicra, main­
ly Americas, remain in Afghanistan 
on combat mlsakma against Ihe Tnl- 
iban and their allies, remnants of 
a!4]alda and followers of renegade 
warlord Gulbuddin Hckmatyar.

But Saturday's alrstrike high­
lighted Uic risk that a heavy U.S. 
military hood may only alienate Af­
ghan civilians.

"Every innocent who is kiUod has 
brothers, uncles, sisters and neph­
ews, and behind them the tribe." 
sold Sadoklian Ambarkhll, deputy 
governor of Paklika, one ol the most 
dangerous provinces for coalition 
troops and their Afghan allies. "II10 
people are killed, how many people 
are saddened?"

The push announced Monday fol­
lows Operation Mountain llesolvc, 
which involved about 1,000 troops lo 
stabilize a remote northeastern re­
gion bordering Pakistan. Thai op­
eration, which was launched Nov. 7 
end ended (his weekend, saw only 
minor skirmishes

The number of US. troops in Op­
eration Avalanche appeared to lie 
bigger lhan Uic March J002 Opera­
tion Anaconda, one of the heaviest 
battles in Uic U.S.-led campaign In 
Aiganislan, In which 2,000 American 
and eiUod Afghan forces purUdpaled
■ Th« Nt* Yoi k nm« axtftteAnJ la tWs Uwy.

YEE: Captain faces a total o f 13 years if  convicted
ConAuued froa .4-7 

secure container — at the time and confined in 
soUlary tn a naval brig for nearly three roonUia 
while Uic military completed Us investigation 
When Uic investigation was Unlsbcd last month 
and he was released, the raibtary'o new charges 
involved keeping pornography on Ills government 
computer and having an extramarital affair, both 
violations of Uic military code of justice.

Tho mlUtory does not contend that either of 
those offer isca are related to any security breach- 
cs but Uul they were violations discovered In Uic 
course of the investigation. Bui Ifco’s civilian de­
fense lawyer, Eugene FTdcll, has said the charges 
were added vindictively as port of an effort to cov­
er up Uie military's mistake and uvcneaction."1 think it is quite disgraceful that this officer’s 
reputation was tarnished in a way that can nev­
er be repaired," Fidefi sold Monday. He hopes the 
presiding judge wiU recommend dismissal of the 
chan*-* which herbarocteriyjvd ax "trivial and in-

However inconsequential they might be, the 
testimony of VVfellacc or Monday produced great 
anguish lot rise and his family and probably for Uic 
lieulcuanL Under questioning byaprosecutor and 
the jud^e, Wallace, who testified ondcr a grant ot 
Immunity from prosecution for her own behavior, 
said the relaUonship was social and romantic.

"Was it sexual?" asked Col. Dan. Trimble, the 
presiding officer. Tfcs, sir," she replied.

"What does II mean to have a sexual relation- 
shlp?”1Hmhle naked. "rife had sex together," she 
said, estimating having done so about 20 times at 
his quarters mid hers She said that she knew ho 
was married because ho told her.

Vce'a wife, who was boro In Syria and wore 
a Muslim bead covering and a long black coat, 
went outside Ibe courtroom and began sobbing 
on a bench. When Wallace wslked out, rise's wife, 
went after her with her daughter In her arras 

“risu happy now?” shouted Yce inches ‘ 
Wallace "rierlrovtng a family?"

her and said; “You know whnl? risu need to speak 
wilh him "

Yce walked back to the courtroom and shout­
ed an opIUiot at Wallace.

The court also heard testimony from low en­
forcement officials al Jacksonville who had de­
tained Yce on Sept. 10. One, a customs inspector, 
testified vta telephone that he had been told to 
scrutinize rise when he got off Uie Bight Irom Jack­
sonville because ho might be carrying classified 
InformaUou. Fidel I, rise's lawyer, said Uul such 
testimony showed that Uic discovery of any suspl 
dous papers was not a result of a random search, 
rise's friends have suggested that tho auUicrities 
si Guantanamo resented him because of Uic way 
be ministered lo and looked out for Use interests of 
Use mostly Muslim prison population there.

At the end of tho hearing. THmblc Is supposed 
to malm arccommeodation from a list ol options 
jjiiat range from afioeriil court martial to an ac­
quittal. Yeo (lockup to 13 yean tn prison if tried

FURNACE: Cause
Continued from A‘l

A manager at Lowe's Home Improvement 
Warehouse on Tlidor Rood said his store has sold 
more Uun 29 of Uie devices In Uie past two days. 
There ore still some in stock — ranging from (27 
to (40 — and the store put in a rush order for 
more, he said Sales also were up at Wal-Mart, 
said Marty Howard, a manager at Uic South An­
chorage store.

Mayor Mark Bcgich's press secretary, Ju­
lie Hasquet, sold Uic mayor is asking for dona­
tion* for carbon monoxide detectors for a give­
away next week. Somo corporate sponsors nave 
stepped up, she said. Donations can be made lo 
Uic lied Cross and dropped off at ita headquar­
ters at 235 E. Eighth Ave.

"Everybody hero is devastated," Hasquet 
said. "The mayor was very upset and wc all talk­
ed about what could we do, and that's how we 
came up with Uic Idea."

Thml Powell, who has known Uic Arises for 
about 12 years and lives near their home, said 
Dave Arts used to be Uie Bear Valley Community 
Council president and Rita Arts was formerly In 
charge ol Uic local Parent Teacher AasodaUon. 
The Arises would pilch in to keep Uio restrict­
ed access roads in Bear Valioy plowed and would 
help anyone who got stuck in the snow, she sold.

"Three years ago when my husband broke his 
hip, Dave came over lo sit wilh my husband and 
care (or my husband," Powell said. “They were 
Just so warm and loving and caring to everyone. 
They would have helped anyone In need.”

Powell said Uic accident has been difficult for 
everyone In Bear Valloy."1 don't know how anyone could go to work 
today." she said. "They were vary well loved by 
Uiclr neighborhood."

Powell sold Uic (ragedy has to bo particular­
ly hard for Bcor Vajloy Elementary, where Uio 
Arises' two daughters went to school and Rila 
was Uic former ITA president.

Anchorage School District spokesman Rog 
cr Fiedler said counselors were on hand at the 
school Monday to talk to parents, students and 
staffers and will stay throughout Uie week. ‘It's a 
very close cr •'iltyoutUiere.’

Officials ss.u . Ighbors told them Uic Arises 
had a carbon monoxide detector in their home 
but it was unplugged because they were remod­
eling and gclting ready to movo.

Dave Arts, a cargo pilot for Cathay ractfic 
Airways since 2000, waa about to move to lfong 
Kong, Uie airline's hub cily, to lake a job as a pas 
sengcr pilot, friends and airline officials said.

NaUonwtdo. about 500 peoplo a year die from 
accidental exposure in carbon monoxide, accord 
ing lo federal statistics. Kempton said Uic Anchor­
age Fire Department has responded to 144 carbon 
monoxide alarms so far this year. Last winter, six 
people, including three children, were saved al on 
Anchorage trailer park alter a 911 dispatcher re 
alircd a caller and her family were suffering from 
nrbon monoxide poisoning during Uic cafi.
“The only sure way lo make sure that some­

thing like Uils doesn't happen Is to have a carbon 
monoxide detector," Kempton said He recom­
mended buying one wiUi an Underwriters Labo­
ratory rating on Uic packaging.

>• r . .  i ■FUR MORE safety dps. vzsrt Uio tnslar 
»y J | f  Natural Gas Co. Web sito via 
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The A rts did have a carbon 
monoxide detector, but was 

r a m a s B T i r r o i r  unplugged.

S t o r e s  s e l l  o u t  o f  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  

d e t e c t o r s  a f t e r  t r a g e d y

Dan Fagan
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Anchorage, A laska , D ec. 7 - A n  Anchorage mother was 
fighting for her life  Sunday after losing her husband and 
three ch ildren .
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Thirty-three-year-old Rita Arts is the only member of her 
family to survive high carbon monoxide levels in their 
Hillside home. The four deaths of her husband and three kids 
had people rushing to hardware stores Sunday to buy carbon 
monoxide detectors.

At Home Depot, employees began to see the rush to buy 
CO detectors the moment the doors opened. The demand was 
so high, people forced the store to move all remaining 
detectors to a display in the front.

Stores like Home Depot are reporting the sales increase of 
CO detectors after the four deaths at 8100 Robert Dr. in Bear 
Valley. Saturday, Firefighters found the bodies of 42-year-old 
David Arts and his three kids Taylor, Ann Marie and Willem, 
ages 11, 8 and 3, respectively.

They found Rita Arts unconscious in the hallway next to 
her daughter, Ann Marie.

Alaska Regional Hospital has reported Rita Arts in critical 
condition and is being treated in a hyperbaric chamber every 
eight hours.

The fire department has not determined why the .Arts home 
had such high levels of the carbon monoxide poison and does 
not suspect foul play.

The family has a CO detector, but it was apparently left 
unplugged.

Many that stormed home improvement stores for the CO 
detectors did so to prevent such a tragedy from striking their 
family. One such man, Mark Stevens, bought three detectors.

"I saw it on the news. I thought I would pick one up for 
each floor of my house...I'll pick up three," said Stevens.

N EX T S T O R Y  »
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•  A g a in s t th e  o d d s ,  W as illa  so ld ie r  g e ts  h o m e  fo r  C h r is tm a s
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S o u rc e s  o f  a  Lethal G as
Many com m on household  ap p lian ces em it carbon  

m onoxide, the  co lo rless, o rd o rless  g a s  th a t kills ab o u t 
2 ,0 0 0  people e ac h  year and  s ick en s  th o u sa n d s  m ore.

M o r e  S t a t e s  F o r c e  H o m e o w n e r s  to  I n s t a l l  D e v ic e s  

T h a t  M o n i t o r  D e a d l y  C a r b o n  M o n o x id e New Laws Require Home Carbon-Monoxide Detectors
By Am xu Pmww

A  GROWING NUMBER of states end dt- 
let t n  requiring hornet to Install i  
device tint detects tha presence of car- 
bon monoxide, i  dangerous gai thd 
kffli 2,000 permit x year end tlcteu 

muy tlmei toil number,
Surprlrtsx to moet homeowner*, carboe monox­

ide le (he leedtox cast of aoddentsi poisoning In 
the O.S.'Detector* hire been mllthle hr thnotl 
i decide, to iltrt people to tin gssei-ottata* 
end colorless-spewed out by fsolty furnaces,

itovet and even btrteeue grills. R ou rr , (ewer 
Him  onetMrd ot Amerion hornet h«v» tbeoe Inex- 
pentlre devices, icconltng to Industry surrey*.

Just u  taw* requiring'smoke alarms spurred 
nearly every household tn IntUO them durtni Bit 
put 29 yotn or to, leglslitore end doctors in  
Ixpeftd tint the net arbon-monoxitle detector 
requirements wtD ben Ihe tune efleel

Stirtlhf next mootb, meet hornet told lo New 
Yort eute-oew or ressJe-muit h in t csrtoo- 
monoxide mooltor. SimlUr Im  hun already 
pitted to Rhcdo Iilud, New Jersey tnd Wat 
Virginia. A number-of other ititet u t contemplat­
ing legislation. Action It being taken it toe loot 
lent too: Cltiea mb u  adage ind St. lads 
have ordnuxat requiring detectors.

*A detector an ttn  tunDiee from wtr/etolng. 
Ihey an not coctroi," says Stephen Glidilooe, 
vice president of the American Sod tty of Home 

' Inspitore. "If totseiody Sdesn’t hue a carboo- 
moooxidt alarm acd their beating system mil-. hmctSora, they might Just sot wUesp." Hearty a 
decade ego, teimii itir Vital Gerulaltii died of 
earboiwnoooxide poisoning from a luilly better.

Legtrlallon Bern to tare Hfe-ieving triads; 
(Sties wtth ortlninees thU require artxxMWWB- 
Ide detadcn hire much lower deiti)'riles ban 
exposure to the p i  thin those thil don't, accord- 
tag to i  itody published list yeer In the American 
Joumil of Enierreoqy Medidne. In Chicago, to  
example, which dots require arboo-monaxldo de- 
todas, «.♦* of tho* exposed to the rubstaoa 
during the time of the itudy died. In Lot Angeles. 
15% cf tbon exposed died.While flrss ud mtonvobOei ere the top pnxtue- 
en cf arbon tnooaiide, a tndal (unlly home bu 
myriad possible culprits. Pumices, Ulchon 
i tores, wiltr heitos, ttreplecti, panton, 
camptag stores ud chtreoil barbecues-ao/- 
thtag Out hum bo ll fuels such u  gasoline, die- sol laeL wood aodkrroaene-an produce dang*- . 
cus kn ti of tin gaa

One June diy three yean ago, Tbad Dohm 
tamed oa the ilr  eotxStiooer lu his threebedmom' 
borne In Amea, knre, to  the (tret time tttaL mm- 
mer. The next morning Us wife, BUphinlt, com- 
pfllned of 1 heidsrht. Al be wihud (0 the bito- 
room to cbedc oo her, he pteeed out He cune to, 
but then Steohinle pusedouL "She ctmi to ud

Cmlbmei From Fnpe Dt 
we walked outside. I was crying on the 
-phone to our neighbors ud wu all con- 
fixed," siys Mr. Dohm, now u  issod- 
ata athletic director it Columbia Univer­
sity In New Yort

Mr. ud Mrs. Dohm were taken to 
the hospital ud dltgnoted with carbon- 
monoilde polsohlng. The cause: A rae- 
chinleil malfunction uuaed the tlr 
conditioner ud the hut to be on slraul- 
kineouily. The system didn't hire 
proper ventilation either. And Ihe 
Dob ms didn’t hire a eirbon-monoxlde 
monitor.

Carton monoxide Is produced when 
these fossil tads don't bum completely. 
Incomplete or "dirty* burning can cccur 
If rust or grime falls tnlo a tureace 
burner, U equipment cracks cr rusts, II 
gu pressure Is out of edhatment cr If 
there isn't proper ventilation (or these 
-dericcs. Health offld tt hm  seen cu- 
boo-roonoxlde poisoning occur slier peo­
ple warm np Krtr can tn their garages, 
pen (or e lew minutes.

"It an be produced so easily sad If 
an spill Into a boms so easily.' says Ttn 
Greiner, u  Iowa buman-houstag engi-t 
tieer who Is pressing for a law to his stile 
to require detectors
, Ibdiy'i urtoo-moooiide detectors • 
don't go off uytimi they sense Ihe gas. 
kaxiler rentals ol the derice (three 
mide before 1K5) dM that u d  were 
tripped oIf so t is fly - i cu pulling Into 
tbe garage could cause II to go off—that 
muy consumers siw them si u  annoy- 
fnce ud  were Inclined to Ignore them.

Detecting Deadly Gat
w™ an a Inr of tlw miry cabon monoids aUmw on dw martac
Krona awuo na
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New models p  oil when Ihey sense a 
certain lerel of gu orer l  period of 
lime. The detectors meesure how many 
molecules ol carbon, monoxide are 
present In one million molecules of air 
(parts per million), Government regula­
tions state that 50 parts per million is 
the maximum concentration i  healthy 
id' H ihould sustain over an eight-hour 
period. (A concentration ol 100 parts 
per million cu  be life-threatening 
within three hours.)

Consumers cu chooao ban Inexpen­
sive no-blHi monitors that simply beep 
tnd cost around J15 to fancier 150 devices 
thal bare digital displays and dash Ihe 
concentration detected. There are aho 
combination smoke and carbon-monoxide 
alarms. Safety experts recommend thal

u  alarm be placed outside tied rooms and 
on each floor of tha housa Soma also 
suggest putting a detector near csrtoo- 
moooxlde-pnxtudng deitaa auch as t o  nicei. Manufacturers suggest that pecpto 
replica their alarms every seven yean 
since tensers an  degrade and electron­
ics an  talL Companies that sell detectors 
Include UJt-bssed (Odd* PI/C (www.kJd- 
desifety.com) and BMC Electronics’ First 
Alert (www.nntalart.oan).

Symptomi of arbon-monosld* poi­
soning vary depending on tha cooaa- 
trition of gu In the air. Mild carton- 
monoxidt axpoaurk oflso mimics (hi 
flu or food poUontag-wllh headaches,

. nausea, vomiting and fatigue-ind Is 
(bus commonly mlsdlsgnosed. Higher 
concentrations of carbon monoxide cu 
cum almost Immadtata d lulntn ud 
nausea and a n  laid to convulilou, 
coma and deitii wlthU a I n  hours, or 
eressnlmitei at extremely Mgh concen­
tration*. Small chUdren u d  those with 
heart and respiratory conditions are 
most al risk. And some patients com­
plain of neurological symptomi months 
ud  even years after exposure.

Carton monoxide suffocates toe 
cells of the body: It enter* the blood­
stream and prevents the release of oxy­
gen to the (issue. Tha only trestineol 
(or arbon-tnonoxlde poisoning Is to Im­
mediately leave the source of toe gu 
u d  to administer osygta. Some pa­
tients with seven exposure are placed 
In hyperbaric osygtu chamber* (tot 
same treatment for scuba divers with 
the "henda").

http://www.nntalart.oan
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Your Homo
M o n i to r i n g  L e v e l s  
O f  C a r b o n  M o n o x i d e
Starring Nov. 30, all nawty conatrucud one* or rwo-family home* and coop and condominium apertmanta in New York must have carbon monoxide alarm* «■ installed. By Jay Romano i

. y YOUR HOME

M o n i t o r i n g  

C a r b o n  

M o n o x i d e

By JAY ROMANO

U
NDER a new state law that takes ef­fect In New York on Nov. 30, all newly constructed one-family ha mas, two* family homes and co-op and condominium apartments must have carbon monoxide alarms Installed. The law also requires ex­isting homes and apartments to have car­bon monoxide alarms Installed before they can be sold.And In New Jersey, where existing state law requires carbon monoxide alarms In multlf nmlly dwellings, rooming houses and hotels, legislation Introduced In the State Senate last month would require carbon monoxide alarraa in all newly constructed one- and two-family homes and In existing homss whon they are sold If a certificate of occupancy Is required for the sale.The Increasing attention to the dangers of carbon monoxide comes after at least nine people In tho region — four f smily members In a home in Colonla, N.J.; a 70-year old woman In Carteret. N.J.; a husband and wife In Queens; and an 80-year old woman and her daughter In a Brooklvn apartment building — died of scolder <1 carbon monox­ide poisoning within the -month."Reports of entire families killed In their homes by carbon monoxide poisoning high­lights tho Importance of this legislation," said Stale Senator Joseph Polala, a Republi­can from Ocean Township, sponsor of the proposed legislation In Now Jersey. "Inex­pensive carbon monoxide detectors could have prevented those tragedies."In New York, Assemblyman Joseph Mor- clle, a Democrat from Irondequolt, the spon­sor of the law that will take effect at the end of tills month, said the proven success of smoke detector laws Inspired him to push for a law requiring carbon monoxide detec­tors and alarms. "As smoke alarm laws were enacted, more of these life safety de­vices went Into homes and death rates from fire have declined," Mr. Morelle said. "It's now time to look at carbon monoxide alarms the same way."

Dr. Edward P. Krenxelok, director of the poison center In the Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh, said carbon monoxide Is a natu­ral byproduct of combustion whenever an organic fuel Is burned. "We're talking about wood, natural gas, heating oil and gasoline, to name a few," Dr. Krenxelok said. "And once you have produced carbon monoxide, you need to vent It out to the environment."While most people know that It Is ex­tremely dangerous to allow an automobile to run In a closed garage, he sold, people generally do not realize that any number of combustion appliances In a house can result tn dangerously high levels of carbon monox­ide If they are not properly vented.

Moreover. Dr. Krenxelok said, people made 111 from carbon monoxide often are not nwaro of the cause of their lUnesa. "Car­bon monoxide poisoning is called ‘the great Imitator,’" he said, explaining that the symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning — headache, nausea and muscle weakness — are the same symptoms commonly associ­ated with the flu.While most people who are exposed to nonlethal levels of carbon monoxide fully re­cover, about 10 percent of those who are ex­posed to the gas, which Is tasteless, colorless and odorless, develop delayed neurological end behavioral problems like memory loss and beh avlor change.Infanta, the unborn and elderly people are at greater risk than the general population. "A fetus la particularly vulnerable because fetal hemoglobin holds onto carbon monox­ide five Uraes longer than the mother’a blood," Dr. Krenxelok said "And a senior citizen with pre-existing heart disease could be more at risk for a heart attack because the carbon monoxide may limit the amount of oxygen being released to the heart."Dr. Krenxelok pointed out that there are

U n d e r  a  n e w  l a w  i n  N e w  
Y o r k ,  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  
a l a r m s  m u s t  b e  i n s t a l l e d  
b e f o r e  a  h o m e  is  s o ld .

generally two ways to prevent acci­dental carbon monoxide poisoning. The first la to ensure that carbon monoxide la not allowed to build up In a house, and the second is to alert oc- cupantalf It does.Robert Bellini, president of Varsi­ty Plumbing, Heating and Air Condi­tioning In Flushing, said homeown­ers who use any organic fuel to heat their house — Including wood, oil, gas and coal — should make sure that the producta of combustion are being properly vented to tho exterior."All it takes Is for o bird or a squir­rel to build a neat In your chimney, and you can end up with dangerous gases backing up Into your home,”Mr. Bellini said. He sold that even If a chimney la only partially obstruct­ed by an abandoned neat, the ob­struction could reduce the ability of the chimney to vent gases from the house. And on windy days. Mr. Belli- nl sold, the wind may create a back draft In the chimney that pushes combustion gases back Into the house."The most common cauae of car­bon monoxide In a house Is faulty heating equipment," Mr. Bellini said, pointing out thatcracked or Improp­erly sealed vent pipes from the fur­nace or boiler could allow carbon monoxide to escape Into living areas.And warm air furnaces — which use what Is known as a heat exchang­er to heat air that Is then circulated throughout the house — occasionally develop cracks that result In carbon monoxide belug distributed by the heating system Itself.Accordingly. Mr. Bellini sold, homeowners should consider biting

a professional to Inspect their heat­ing system — using devices that can detect even small amounts of carbon monoxide — at the beginning of each heating season.Other potential sources of carbon monoxide In the home are Improper­ly vented gas-fueled water heaters and clothes dryers, gas- or wood- fueled fireplaces and otoves, kero­sene heaters and even uas-fueled cooking atoves and ovens.In fact, there are so many poten­tial sources of carbon monoxide In many homes, the only way to be sure that dangerous levels of the gas are not building up Is to Install a carbon monoxide detector and alarm.Ed LeBlanc, president of the resi­dence! and commercial divisions of Kldde, a M p bane, N.C., manufacturer of home safety products, said there are ■ number of different carbon monoxide detectors and alarms on the market, costing about 118 to 350.Detectors that have been approved by Underwriters Laboratories, Mr. LeBlanc said, sound an alarm when specific levels of carbon monoxide ore present for certain amounts of time. For example, he sold, when lev­els reach 70 pe -ts per million, the alarm must sound between 60 and 240 minutes after the carbon monox­ide la firs: delected. At 400 pans per million, the alarm sounds between 4 minutes and 13 minutes. The lag time before the alarm sounds, Mr. Le­Blanc said, Is to prevent It from sounding unnecessarily when rela­tively small amounts of carbon mon­oxide are present for relatively shon periods of time."Even low levels of carbon monox­ide can be dangerous over long peri­ods of time." he said. "But when you reach 400 parts per million, you're 
Into a very dangerous situation."He added that It la also possible to purchase a digital carbon monoxide alarm that provides a continuous readout of the carbon monoxide level and stores In memory tho "peak lev­els” that were recorded."That means that If you go away on vacation, you can come back Into the home and push the peak level button and It will tell you th? maxi­mum level of carbon monoxlao you've had elnco you Inst turned tha unit on." Mr. LoBlanc said. Ho addod that since carbon mo..cxlde mixes readily with room air — Instead of rising lo the celling or falling tha floor — carbon monoxide detectors can be Installed anywhere In the room, In fact, Mr. LeBlanc said, some models are designed to be set on a table or bed stand.Generally speaking, he said, car­bon monoxide detectors should be In­stalled any where there la a source of combustion. "The closer you have them to the sourco, the better off you are,” he said.Mr. LeBlanc said soma manufac­turers — Including Kldde — make a combination smoke and carbon mon­oxide alarm that provides a voice warning when unacceptable levels of either substance era detected.Kldde's model, called the Nlghthawk, priced at 333, emits a piercing 83- dedbel alarm when activated and also alerts homeowners to the source of the problem by announcing either "Fire” or "Warning I Carbon Monox­ide."Dr. Krenxelok of Children's Hospi­tal of Pittsburgh said he considers carbon monoxide detectors so Impor­tant that he gives them to friends as presents. "They make great house­warming gifts.” he Bald. B
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CCHRC

February 6, 2004

Representative Carl Gatto 
State Capitol, Room 411

Representative Max Gruenberg 
State Capitol, Room 112 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: HB 351 CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTION DEVICES 

Dear Representatives Gatto and Gruenberg,

At our last Board Meeting held on February 3, 2004, the Board of the Cold Climate Housing 
Research Center (CCHRC) discussed your above referenced bill. The Board instructed me to 
express our support for the idea that every residence in Alaska should have at least one CO 
detector. The recent deaths of the Arts family in Anchorage serve as a very sad testimony to the 
importance of this safety issue. CO has been called the “cold weather killer” since it is more likely 
to be a problem in the winter when our houses are closed up against the cold and our heating 
systems are working overtime. Obviously, this is of particular concern in Alaska where half the 
year is winter.

While it is of primary importance that our homes are designed correctly and heating and ventilation 
systems are installed and maintained correctly, it is crucial to have the back up protection of 
warning devices like CO and smoke detectors to alert us when something has failed and our 
families are in danger. We applaud your leadership in assuring that all families in Alaska are aware 
of the danger of CO poisoning and the importance of CO detectors as the last line of defense 
against this too often very real threat. I have enclosed some materials that we have assembled to 
help educate builders and homeowners about this issue. We have co-sponsored one public meeting 
and one builder training workshop so far this year as our part in addressing the CO threat. If there 
is anything that we can do to assist you in working on this bill, please let me know.

Jack Hebert, President and CEO 
Cold Climate Housing Research Center

CC: Board of Directors
Other co-sponsors of HB 351

CCHRC Internet Web Site: http://www.cchrc.org
515 7,h Avenue, suite 340, Fairbanks, AK 99701 Phone: (907) 457-3454 Fax: (907) 457-3456

Sincerely you

http://www.cchrc.org


Tips for Clean Indoor A ir in A la ska ,

wn'

o r i s  ^ J / J c r V b O ) O t c l e /
& vl*5  ̂ 43  >>

You can't see or smell carbon monoxide, but at high levels it can kill. Carbon 
monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, tasteless, and toxic gas. It is produced as 
a by-product of all combustion processes. Any fuel-fired appliance, vehicle, tool 
or other device has the potential to produce dangerous i|vels of CO. When 
appliances are kept in good working condition, they produce little CO. Improperly 
maintained or operated appliances, however, can produce fatal CO concentrations 
in your home. The Consumer Products Safety Commission reports that more than 
200 people in the United States die from CO poisoning every year. When carbon 
monoxide is inhaled, it bonds with part of the red blood cells called hemoglobin. 
This results in a lack of oxygen to the blood cells. The brain and the heart require 
large amounts of oxygen and quickly suffer from any oxygen shortage. Because 
carbon monoxide reduces oxygen delivery to the brain, persons with elevated 
levels of carbon monoxide do not think clearly and may not even recognize the 
warning signs. High concentrations of carbon mohoxide can kill in less than five 

r ---------------------------     J-^ne^vous system,

include 
can lead

to vomiting, weakness and difficulty, breathing. High exposure may result in loss 
of consciousness, convulsions and7death. Presence of CO may worsen underlying 
heart disease by causing'beiiftmeguiOTiy.ari'd muscle weakness! Because the 
symptoms mimic so manjtiilnesses^GQ poisoning is often misdiagnosed.
What to Do in an Emergency: . ''****•'
If you believe that you are suffering from CO poisoning: -

• Open doors and windows and leave the vicinity immediately,
• Notify your fuel supplier or a competent mechanical contractor. ,„v i j ? i y
• Inform your primary health provider that you were exposed to CQ. CO ? U 
poisoning c ’ 
the exposur

Tips:
• Never bum (  ̂ ^  _
• Never use unvented fuel-burning camping equipment inside a home, garage, 

vehicle, or tehti 11 t ! | | j | 1 \ i f  ■’ •*
v r ' 1 I } J . l  J 1 I i  : I i  •. ,» J  . - s - f ;• Never leave a vehicle running in an attached garage,: and minimize the amount •
of time the vehicle is in the garage when you with j
the garage doof open.;Mpye the vehicle out as sopi^'^^ssihji^frecstarting. . 

~~ * on a regular J
r& : . ■ <$•-' t

. o 'n i b ;• rj • O 3 •TD• • < =3/
' %■’ « -.C oi'5

. p-. o 3  ■—■ O ."V <0 :0 <■" 

. in n :2- Z,
:3t*L » 2  1• vto c «n. i 

• •' ' -n 2'.'-?. S '■ o. yt
.. .'-.al- ,'C/)‘ <o, .-.-j.ai. o-b ■

:S.2;5',g-'

;■ . ,i • W T3 s. •• O. (/) • m' * ,3 Q* 5J p •;

v- . b  ^ i ;
; . 7 V ' .

•••'. '"P-3 s'2  ■ ■■
yzr.'̂ 'P; H’- - 
o ’ S . B - O . ,

. ' • « |  <a. 'o, ?-o. s;.:-
• r ■ — : o  <  <  /

11r " • .ni .-(A- D}'. < 1 •
p̂-b- ^

•”:t -* c P ,Q- .•' w ‘ 2- ::P» 1% ' r A (Q ' A' ■ * • O,

1 ■■

m

. . . ,  .... - " ' “Tlpr (at Clttn Indoor Air Is » s it a l nuldsllnos lo r use In milnlalnlna or renovating your eilsllng homo with Ihe goal o l Improving Ihe quality o l Ihe 
air yoahrtalhe Indoors. Thlsprolecl Islanded by Alaska Housing FlnanerCorporation. American Lung Association ol Alaska and Alaska Housing 
Finance Corporation a rt not lo hr held liable, and do not make any guarantees regarding Ihe outcome o l consumer Implemonlallan o l these guidelines. 
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Tips for Clean Indoor Air in Alaska

AuTeiu'iiii Lung Association: 
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C a r b o n - M o n o x i d e  P r i m e r
H O W T O  M O N I T O R  Y O U R  H O M E  A N D  P R O T E C T  Y O U R  F A M I L Y  F R O M  T H E  D E A D L Y  G A S

BY  KEN  TEX TO R
For the first 6,000 years of human civi­
lization, carbon monoxide wasn't a big 
problem in the home — unless, perhaps, 
you lived next door to a volcano. To be 

. sure, the deadly gas has always been 
around and in the general atmosphere to 
some degree. And even cave dwellers 
with a fire near their rocky shelter's 
entrance got a bit of extra carbon-monox- 
ide gas from the incomplete burning of 
hydrocarbons (i.e., the wood). So 
humans have been breathing carbon 
monoxide to a negligible degree since the 
dawn of civilization. But it wasn’t until 
housing became more and more aHight 
in the last hundred years or so, and fossil 
fuels became an increasingly popular 
means of hearing, cooking and traveling, 
that carbon-monoxide poisoning became 
a serious threat in the home.

Now the odorless, colorless gas seems 
to be everywhere, and in increasingly 
dangerous amounts. From walking 
behind the lawnmower or stripping paint 
from the living-room baseboards to using 
space heaters, aging furnaces and gas 
cooking stoves, we live with more and 
more carbon-monoxide gas (also known 
as CO gas) nearly every day. Even the 
morning commute to work gives many 
people a dose of the toxic gas, particu­
larly if you sit for long periods of 
time in bump-

er-to-bumper traffic. So the list of organi- haust fumes — the best-known source of
zations concerned about CO-gas over­
doses has gotten longer and longer.

‘‘We got our start in the early 19S0s," 
says Melissa Heeke, spokeswoman for 
the Chimney Safety Institute of America 
in Plainfield, Ind. "That’s when the issue 
of wood-burning stoves made it neces 
saiy for people to be more aware of chim­
ney safety issues,” notes Hceke; whose 
organization certifies chimney sweeps.

Indeed, regardless of fuel type, proper 
venting of appliances is foremost among 
the CO-gas issues facing modern-day 
homeowners. Depending on whose sta­
tistics you read, anywhere from 200 to 
1,600 annual accidental deaths are 
attributable to CO poisoning, making the 
problem significant enough for the aver­
age homeowner to take steps to prevent a 
mishap. But first it’s important to under­
stand the enemy.

CO Stealth 
Carbon-monoxide gas is pretty decep­

tive, even though most people think it’s 
pretty obvious. Yes, 
the smell of 
auto ex-

CO gas — is easily identifiable. But what 
you smell is not CO gas, which is actually 
odorless. Likewise, charcoal grills give off 
plenty of CO gas, and do so long after the 
smell of lighter fluid disappears. But again, 
you can’t smell it. Many paint strippers 
also pump CO gas into the air as their 
chemicals react with the paint. But apart 
from the smell of the stripper, most people 
don’t know they are inhaling CO gas.

The symptoms of CO-gas exposure 
are also misleading. Headache, drowsi­
ness and a feeling of malaise or irritability 
are the preliminary signals. But after a 
couple of hours in afternoon commuter 
traffic, most drivers may attribute those 
symptoms to the stress of endless stop- 
and-go movement or encounters with 
road-raged drivers. Likewise, the nausea 
and a rundown feeling associated with 
winter flu bugs may actually come from a 
malfunctioning heating system or even 
the gas cookstove in the kitchen. The 
advanced symptom of CO poisoning is 
unconsciousness, followed by the poten­
tial for brain damage and eventually 
death.

Exactly how CO gas works on your 
body is a bit sneaky, too. Essentially, it 

chemically blocks your blood’s ability 
to pick up oxygen and carry that 

vital gas to 
cells and

GARAGE
Auto exhaust fumes
Operating barbecue grill in enclosed area 
Powored outdoor equipment operated 

close to home
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organs. Thus, with doses of CO gas, you 
are slowly and gently asphyxiated. The 
process works much more quickly on 
people with cardiovascular or pulmonary 
diseases and conditions. For people with 
heart and lung problems, a dose of CO 
gas can trigger a heart attack, dangerous 
coughing spasms, or both.

CO Prevention 
With all this in mind, it’s a good idea 

to take steps to prevent CO gas from get­
ting into your living space. “That's why 
we recommend you have your chimney 
and furnace flues inspected by a chimney 
professional at least once a year," says 
Heeke of the CSIA. She notes chimneys 
and furnace flues can be blocked during 
the wanner months by industrious birds 
or during the heating season by soot and 
creosote buildups. As these deposits 
accumulate, it gets harder and harder for 
combustion by-products to escape, 
increasing the likelihood of CO gas build­
ing up in the house.

Bathroom and cooking range fans can 
be another reason CO gas will build up 
within the living space. In modem, tightly 
sealed houses, a bathroom or cooking- 
range fan can create negative pressure in 
the house. Although that may sound like 
a New Age term, it actually means the air 
being forced out 01 the house by the fan 
is being replaced by air coming into the 
house via the furnace flues and chimney. 
That air often contains CO gas, particu­
larly during the winter, when all the win­
dows are closed tightly and the furnace 
runs regularly. To prevent negative pres­
sure, you should crack open a window 
near the fan while the fan is running.

Indoor space heaters and nonelectric 
cooking stoves can also be a source of 
CO gas. The combustion standards for 
older space heaters and nonelectric cook­
ing stoves (generally speaking, before 
1985) were not as stringent as they are 
today. Likewise, even today's indoor fos- 
sil-fuel appliances must be nan according 
to manufacturer specifications, which 
may include an annual inspection by an 
appliance technician. You can also 
roughly check out your appliance’s 
capacity to burn at top efficiency (and 
thereby reduce CO-gas emissions) by a 
visual inspection of the flame. Gas appli­
ances must burn with a blue flame

throughout. Any yellow in the flame is an 
indication of incomplete combustion, 
possible CO-gas emissions and a good 
reason for a call to an appliance repair 
technician. In wood-burning appliances, 
any smell of smoke, soot buildup on 
viewing ports or the fire dying out on its 
own is an indication of trouble. Again, 
contact the appliance’s manufacturer or a 
furnace expert for advice.

Garages are also notorious for intro­
ducing CO gas into the living space. 
Unless your garage is completely 
detached from the house, there is usually 
a chance of CO-gas infiltration simply 
from starting the car in the morning. 
Obviously, letting a car, lawn mower, gen­
erator or other gasoline-burning device 
run continuously in the 
garage is a bad idea. Also, 
burning a charcoal grill, using 
large amounts of paint strip­
per or even running the gas 
grill in the garage is unwise.

To make an attached 
garage safer, start with block­
ing off any second-story pas­
sageways between the house 0 
and the garage. Frequently, |
even when a builder installs i . _£ - ■ 
airtight doors between the^
garage and house on the first
floor, the attic spaces are left open. The
two buildings should be sealed off from
each other. Also be sure to open the
garage door before you start your car and,
once started, immediately pull the vehicle
out. Unlike cars of 20 years ago, today’s
modern vehicles don’t need warm-up
time to protect internal engine parts.

Open windows also can be a source of
CO gas. Idling lawn mowers, emergency
generators and misplaced exhaust ports
from chimney-less furnaces have all been

sources of CO gas that entered the build­
ing and overcame occupants. Prevention 
in these cases is a matter of exercising a 
bit of extra caution and/or 
following manufacturer 
installation and operation 
guidelines for the appli­
ance.

CO Detectors
Even if you take all 

steps possible to prevent 
CO gas from entering your 
home, accidents da hap­
pen. That's where a CO 
detector comes in.

"We think every home 
in America should have at 
least one carbon-monox-

H o m e o w n e r s  a r e  

a b l e  t o  d e t e c t  

p o t e n t i a l  C O  h a z ­

a r d s ,  s u c h  a s  

b l o c k e d  c h i m ­

n e y s ,  t h e m s e l v e s ,  

b u t  t h e y  s h o u l d  

r e l y  o n

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  

r e m e d y  s u c h  

c o n d i t i o n s .

ide detector," says Ken Giles, a 
spokesman for the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission. He says about 20 
percent of homes today have a CO detec­
tor in them, compared with 90 percent of 
homes having one or more smoke alarms 
in them. "We’d like to see CO detectors 
as common as smoke detectors," Giles 
says.

Indeed, some states and municipali­
ties arc making CO detectors part of their 
building-code requirements. New Jersey,

Symptom
U sually no  sy m p to m s 
H e a d a c h e , a n g in a  in heart p a tie n ts
T hrobb ing  h e a d a c h e , n a u se a , irritability, difficulty co n ce n tra tin g  
S e v e re  h e a d a c h e , d izziness , fa tigue, confusion  
R ap id  b re a th in g  a n d  h e a r tb e a t, fainting 
R esp ira to ry  failure (co llapse), se iz u re s  (co llapse)
S e v e re  resp ira to ry  failure, low  b lo o d  p re ssu re , fatal co m a  
R apidly fatal c o m a

Source: BOCA, March/April 1993
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* P e rc en t o f h em o g lo b in  carry ing  C O
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N ew  York, R h o d e  Is la n d  a n d  W est V ir­

g in ia  n o w  re q u ire  C O  d e te c to rs  in n ew  

ho u sin g , a s  d o  the  c ities  o f St. Louis a n d  

C h ic a g o . A d d i t io n a l ly ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  

Texas, M a ss a c h u se tts  a n d  O regon a re  all 

c o n sid e rin g  law s req u irin g  C O  detec to rs . 

W h e th e r  re q u ire d  o r n o t, th e  latest g e n e r­

a tio n  o f  C O  d e te c to rs  is  le s s  e x p e n s iv e  
a n d  m o re  re liab le  th a n  th o se  u se d  in a  

C h icag o  C O -d e te c to r  e x p e r im e n t  o f th e  

early  1990s. T h o se  c ity -n ia n d a te d  d e te c ­

tors w ere  s o  sen sitive , th e y  se t off n u m e r­

o u s  fa ls e  a la r m s ,  r u n n i n g  lo c a l  f ire  

d e p a rtm e n ts  ragged.

T o d ay , C O  d e te c to r s  a r e  a ll  e i t h e r  

a p p ro v e d  by  U n d e rw rite rs’ L ab o ra to ries  

( t h e  U L  la b e l )  o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

A p p ro v a l S e rv ice s-(th e  [AS labe l) to  be  

s e n s i t i v e  to  C O  g a s  o n ly  w h e n  it  

b eco m es d an g ero u s  for a n  e x te n d ed  pe ri­

o d  o f tim e. T h e  a la rm s a re  desig n ed  to  go  

o ff w h e n  C O  leve ls re a c h  70 p a r ts  p e r  

m illion  (ppm ) for a n  h o u r  o r  m ore. T h a t 

leve l is u n lik e ly  to  c a u s e  sy m p to m s  in

h e a lth y  a d u lts . B ut for longer p eriods, o r 

g rea te r p p m  levels, o r  for sm all ch ild ren  

a n d  p e o p le  w ith h e a r t o r  lung  p rob lem s, 

th a t b e n c h m a rk  c an  b e  a  d a n g e r th re sh ­
old.

At a n y  ra te , the  p p m  read in g  m ay  be 

so m e th in g  y o u  w a n t to  track  w h ile  y o u ’re 

a t  w ork  a s  well a s  a t  h o m e . In  th a t  case , 

i t ’s  p r o b a b ly  b e s t  to  p u r c h a s e  a  C O  

d e te c to r  t h a t  d ig ita lly  d is p la y s  th e  C O  

level in  its im m ed ia te  a rea . S o m e m o d els  

ac tu a lly  re m e m b e r th e  p e a k  level in the  

p a s t 24  h o u rs . Levels o f  150 p p m  o r  m ore 
fo r  m o re  th a n  9 0  m in u te s  w ill c a u s e  

s y m p to m s  fo r m o s t  a n y o n e .  L ev e ls  in 

ex cess o f  4 0 0  p p m  c an  c a u s e  loss o f  c o n ­
sc io u sn e ss  a n d  w orse.

C O  d e te c to rs  c o s t b e tw e e n  S 2 0  a n d  

s lig h tly  m o re  th a n  $ 1 0 0 , w ith  th e  v a s t  
m ajority  falling in th e  $ 3 5  to  $ 5 0  range. 

A b o u t h a lf  a rc  b a tte ry  o p e ra ted , w h ile  the  

rest a re  p lug-in . T h e  less ex p en siv e  m o d ­

els typically  d o n ’t offer a  d igital d isp lay  of 

th e  p p m  level. All h a v e  a  tes t/re se t b u t­

ton , a n d  so m e  h a v e  v isua l a la rm  o p tio n s  

for h e a r in g -im p a ire d  u se rs . V irtu a lly  all 

h a rd w are  s to re s a n d  h o m e-p ro d u c t m ass  

m ark e te rs  offer a  v a rie ty  o f  m odels.

P la c e m e n t  o f  a  C O  d e te c to r  in  th e  
h o m e  req u ire s  so m e  th ough tfu l co n sid e r­

a tio n . P lacin g  it in th e  fu rn ace  room  will 

likely p ro d u c e  so m e  u n n e c e ssa ry  a la rm s , 

w hile  p lac in g  it to o  fa r from  po ss ib le  C O  

s o u rc e s  w o n 't  p ro d u c e  a n  a la rm  s o o n  

e n o u g h .  M o s t  m a n u f a c tu r e r s  in c lu d e  
in s tru c tio n s  o n  th e  b e s t lo ca tio n s . O n e  

o n  e ac h  living level is freq u en tly  reco m ­

m en d e d . It’s  b e s t  to  k eep  th em  o u t o f  th e  

s leep in g  ro o m s to  give a  m ore  a d v a n c e d  

w a rn in g  w h e n  y o u 'r e  s n o o z in g . B a se ­

m e n t sta in v e lls  o ften  give early  w arn in g s 

w ith o u t c a u s in g  u n n e c e ssa ry  a la rm s. Liv­

in g  ro o m s  a n d  ro o m s  a t t a c h e d  to  th e  

ga rag e  a re  a lso  goo d  loca tions.

In  th e  e v e n t  a  C O  d e te c to r  g o e s  off, 

im m ed ia te ly  g e t so m e  fresh a ir  c ircu la ting  

in  t h e  a la r m  a r e a .  O p e n  a  w in d o w  

re g a rd le ss  o f  th e  w e a th e r  o u ts id e . A n y ­

o n e  in th e  a la rm  a re a  w ith  C O -p o iso n in g  

sy m p to m s  s h o u ld  m o v e  to  a n  a r e a  o f  

fresh air. If th e  sy m p to m s p ersis t o r  o th e r  

sy m p to m s  d e v e lo p , g e t th e  p e rso n  to  a  

h o sp ita l c m e ig en c y  room . m

Ken Textor is a freelance writer located 
in Anowslc, Maine.

I s  y o u r  
c h i m n e y  k  

i n  s h a p e ?  | y L
Let a HomeSaver Chimney 
Professional d

Chimneys play an 
important role in 
venting fires and fur­
naces, yet they can b( 
a hazard if blocked, 
damaged, or dirty.
They can even be a 
significant source o f 
heat loss. Contact a 
HomeSaver Chimney 
Professional to make 
an appointment for a 
chimney cleaning 
and inspection. Our 
chimney experts can 
diagnose problems and provide solutions, such as a chimney 
cap, a chimney liner, or an energy-saving fireplace damper. 
Call or visit our Web site for the HomeSaver Chimney Profes­
sional in your area.

^ H o m e S a v e r
Creating safer and more energy-efficient chimneys

www.homesaver.com 
Toll-free 866-466-3728 • 866-HOMESAVER

24 For Information write No. 10 on tho roader s.rvlr. <

http://www.homesaver.com
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SA FETY  P R EC A U T IO N S  
FO R

C A R B O N  M O N O X ID E

W h a t  i s  C a r b o n  M o n o x i d e ?

Carbon M on oxid e (com m only  referred to as C O ) is  a co lorless, odorless, tox ic , 
flam m able, lighter than air gas. It is  produced by an incom p lete  com bu stion  proc­
e ss  that can be w itn essed  in an air tight w o o d  stove  or propane burning appliance. 
In can also  be present during any internal com bustion  process including v eh ic le  
en g in es, heaters and stoves. E ven  cam p fires and sm okin g  tobacco products pro­
duce CO.

C a r b o n  M o n o x i d e  P r o p e r t i e s

C O  is  co lorless  and odorless. T herefore it is a lm ost im p ossib le  to detect w ithout 
proper m onitoring devices. It has a very w id e  Flam m able R ange w ith a L ow er E x­
p lo s iv e  L im it o f  12.5%  and an U pper E x p lo siv e  L im it o f  74% . T his m eans that 
w h en  CO  is  m ixed  w ith air it w ill ign ite  in the presence o f  an ign ition  source  
w hen  m ixed  w ith  air by volum e at 12 % through 74%  CO  concentrations.
C O  is lighter than air, it is about .97 com pared to air at 1 in w eight. It w ill rise to 
the upper lev e ls  o f  an enclosure then bank dow n to the floor lev e ls  i f  not ven ti­
lated by natural or m echanical m eans. C O  is a toxic  gas. W hen breathed in  it co m ­
bin es w ith  b lood  m uch more q u ick ly  than oxygen . T his can cause toxic  reactions  
and p o ssib le  death. The am ount o f  CO  considered toxic  to the hum an body as w e ll  
as sign s and system s o f  exposure can be found on the attached M aterial Safety  
D ata S h eet, com m on ly  referred to as an M SD S.

/B u r d o u g h
1555 Van Horn Rd 

Fairbanks, AK 
456-7798

-ik V:-i . A yVv-'v*'



SA F ET Y  P R E C A U T IO N S  
F O R  

C A R B O N  M O N O X ID E  
(Continued)

How do Y ou  Reduce o r  Elim inate Production o f C O ?
There are many ways to eliminate or reduce the production of CO in your home and the envi­
ronment. Here are some ways to accomplish this:
#1. Have your gas or oil burning appliances and chimneys inspected by a certified technician 
annually.
#2. Provide adequate ventilation when using appliances in confined spaces such as your home, 
garage, camper, motor home, ice fishing house or tent. It is also important to remember that any 
combustion process uses up oxygen which can result in asphyxiation and promote the produc­
tion of Carbon Monoxide.
#3. Insure the proper amount of combustion air is available and return air is sufficient for the 
proper operation o f your appliances.
#4. Insure you have no exhaust leaks in your chimney’s auto exhaust system.
#5. Have your appliances, vehicles and internal combustion engine equipment tuned up on a 
regular basis.
#6. Check your appliance pilot lights to insure proper combustion. Refer to your owners manual 
for proper flame height and color, or consult a certified technician.
#7. Insure proper chimney height and diameters on all heaters and stoves.

Carbon  Monoxide M onitors:
It is advisable to install CO Monitors in all areas where CO could be produced. Remember CO 

is lighter than air and travels up in the air column. Due to air flow in buildings it is not advis­
able to install CO monitors on a wall or ceiling closer than 8-10 inches from their intersection. 
There are battery powered, hard wired and color coded monitors available at most hardware or 
safety supply stores.

If you suspect that you have a CO problem in your heating system or appliance, contact a cer­
tified technician for an inspection. If you are experiencing signs and systems of CO exposure 
leave the involved area and contact your local emergency services.

Sourdough Fuel Heating Division will be glad to assist you in any way possible to insure the 
proper operation of your heating system. Call 456-7798 for information or assistance.

f / b u r t i o v g h

1555 Van Horn Rd 
Fairbanks, AK 

456-7798



pleadings by certified or registered mail to the defendant or respondent at the last 
ascertainable address of the defendant or respondent. An affidavit of compliance with this 
section shall be filed with the clerk of the court having jurisdiction on or before the return 
day for the process, if any, or within any further time allowed by the court. (§ 1 ch 10 SLA 
1974)

R e  v i s o r ’s  n o t e s .  —  I n  1999 , in  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  “c o m -  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m en t "  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  5 88, c h .  
m i s s i o n e r  o f  c o m m e r c e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m en t "  58 , S L A  1999 . 
w a a  c h a n g e d  t o  “c o m m is ir i o n er  e f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d

Sec. 34.03.345. Mediation and binding arbitration, (a) A landlord and a tenant 
may agree to mediate disputes between them as to an obligation of either of them arising 
out of the'rental agreement. If the landlord and tenant agree to mediate disputes, they 
shall include the scope of the agreement within the executed rental agreement, incorpo­
rate a reference to that agreement within the rental agreement, or add the text of the 
agreement as a separate attachment to the rental agreement. - < .<

(b) A landlord and a tenant may agree to binding arbitration of the disputes between 
them as to an obligation of either of them arising out of the rental agreement. If the 
landlord and tenant agree to binding arbitration, they shall include the scope of the 
agreement within the executed rental agreement, incorporate a reference to that 
agreement within the rental agreement, or add the text of the agreement as a separate 
attachment‘to the rental agreement. (§ 34 ch 121 SLA 1994)

Sec. 34.03.350. Attorney fees. Attorney fees shall be allowed to the prevailing party 
in any proceeding arising out of this chapter, or a rental agreement. (§ J. ch 10 SLA 1974)

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

C i t e d  in  S u l l i v a n  v . S u b r a m a n i a n ,  2  P .3 d  6 8  ( A l a s ­
k a  2000 ).

Sec. 34.03.380. Definitions. In this chapter,
(1) “abandonment” means that the tenant has left the dwelling unit and the tenant’s 

personal belongings in it and has been absent for a continuous period of seven dayB or 
longer without giving notice under AS 34.03.150 and has defaulted in the payment of i  
rent; > . .

(2). “building and housing codes” include any law, ordinance, or governmental regula­
tion concerning fitness for habitation, or the construction, maintenance, operation*, 
occupancy, use, or appearance of a premise or dwelling unit;

(3) “dwelling unit” means a structure or a part of a structure that issued as a home, 
residence, or sleeping place by one person who maintains a household or by two or more 
persona who maintain a common household, and includes mobile homes, and if located in 
a mobile home park, the lot or space upon which a mobile home is placed;

(4) “fair rental value” means the average rental rate in the community for available 
dwelling units of similar size and features; i .

(5) “good faith” means honesty in fact in the conduct of the transaction concerned;
(6) “illegal activity involving alcoholic beverages” means a person’s delivery of an 

alcoholic beverage in violation of AS 04.11.010(b) in an area where the results of a local 
option election have, under AS 04.11.491, prohibited the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Board from issuing, renewing, or transferring a liquor license or permit under AS 04p

(7) “illegal activity involving a controlled substance” means a violation of AS 
11.71.010(a), 11.71.020(a), 11.71.030(aXl) or (2), or 11.71.040(a)(1), (2), or (5); ., „

(8) “illegal activity involving gambling or promoting gambling”, means a violation of-
(A) AS 11.66.200, other than a social game as that term is defined by AS 11.66.280{9)( %

and

. . i



109 U niform Residential L andlord and Tenant Act § 34.03.360
(B) AS 11.66.210 or 11.66.220;
(9) “illegal activity involving an imitation controlled substance” means a violation of 

AS 11.73.010 — 11.73.030;
(10) “illegal activity involving a place of prostitution” means a violation of AS 

11.66.120(aXl) or 11.66.130(aXl) or (4);
(11) “landlord” means the owner, lessor, or sublessor of the dwelling unit or the 

building of which it is a part, and it also means a manager of the premises who tails to 
disclose as required by AS 34.03.080;

(12) “organization” includes a corporation, government, governmental subdivision or 
agency, business trust, estate, trust, partnership or association, two or more persons 
having a joint or common interest, and any other legal entity;

(13) “owner” means one or more persons, jointly or severally, in whom is vested all or 
part of the legal title to property or all or part of the beneficial ownership of property and 
a right to present use of the premises; the term includes a mortgagee in possession;

(14) “premises” means a dwelling unit and the structure of which it is a part and 
facilities and appurtenances in it and grounds, areas, and facilities held out for the use 
of tenants generally or whose use is promised to the tenant;

(15) “prepaid rent” means that amount of money demanded by the landlord at the 
initiation of the tenancy for the purpose of ensuring that rent will be paid, but does not 
include the first month’s rent or money received as security for damage;

(16) “prostitution” means an act in violation of AS 11.66.100;
(17) “rent” means the uniform periodic payment due the landlord, however denomi­

nated;
(18) “rental agreement” means all agreements, written or oral, and valid rules and 

regulations adopted under AS 34.03.130 embodying the terms and conditions concerning 
the use and occupancy of a dwelling unit and premises;

(19) “sanitary facility” means a flush toilet and proper drainage for all toilets, sinks, 
basins, bathtubs, and showers;

(20) “single family residence” means a structure maintained and used as a single 
dwelling unit;

(21) “tenant” means a person entitled under a rental agreement to accupy a dwelling 
unit to the exclusion of others;

(22) “undeveloped rural area” means an area where public sewer or water services are 
not available. (§ 1 ch 10 SLA 1974; am § 62 ch 21 SLA 1991; am §§ 35, 37 ch 121 SLA 
1994; am § 67 ch 101 SLA 1995)

R e  v i s o r ’s  n o t e s .  —  T h e  p a r a g r a p h s  a d d e d  b y  c h .
1 2 1 , S L A  1 9 9 4  w e r e  r e n u m b e r e d  t o  m a in ta in  t h e  
a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r  o f  t h e  t e r m s  d e f i n e d .

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

G o o d  f a i t h  i n  e v i c t i o n  f o r  c h a n g e  o f  u s e  o f  g i v i n g  t h e m  n o t i c e  o f  h i a  n on ju d ic ia l  f o r e c l o s u r e ,
l a n d .  —  T h e r e  w a a  n o  s h o w i n g  t h a t  p a r k  o p e r a t o r s  A l a s k a  T b a m s t e r - E m p l o y e r  P en s i o n  T r u s t  v, W i s e ,  120
a c t e d  in  b a d  f a i t h  in  o r d e r i n g  t h e  e v i c t i o n  o f  t e n a n t ’s  B a n k r .  5 3 7  (B a n k r .  D .  A l a s k a  1990 ). 
m o b i l e  h o m e  f o r  t h e  p  u r p o s e  o f  c h a n g i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  T e r m  “r e n t a l  a g r e e m e n t "  n o t  u s e d  in  c o n n e c -
l a n d  w h e r e  i t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t ,  f o l l o w in g  t h e  y 0 n  w i t h  m o n t h - t o - m o n t h  t e n a n c i e s .  —  W h i l e
ev i c t i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s ,  in  fa c t ,  a  c h a n g e  in  t h e  u s e ,  “r en t a l  a g r e e m e n t ”  is  d e f i n e d  in  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a s  “all
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  w a n t e d  t o  e v i c t  t e n a n t s  n g r e e m e n t a  . . .  e m b o d y m g  t h e  t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t io n s
b e c a u s e  t h e y  f o u n d  t h e  m o b i l e  h o m e  u n s i g h t l y  d id  n o t , * cernin ^  ^  ^ d  o c c u p a n c y  o f  a  d w e l l i n g  u n it
s t a n d i n g  a l o n e ,  s u p p o r t  a n  i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a -  „ . u  ° -  * i • * j  •
t o r s  a c t e d  in  b a d  f e i t h .  S h a r p e  v . TV a i l ,  9 0 2  P .2 d  3 0 4  • • ’• **“  “r en t a l  a g r e e m e n t  is  n o t  u s e d  »  t h e
( A l a s k a  1 9 9 5 )  u n i fo rm  a c t  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  m o n t h - t o -m o n t h  t e n -

“L a n d l o r d "  f a i l i n g  t o  “ t e r m i n a t e "  t e n a n c i e s .  —  M c C q U  v - 5 5 6  P 2 d  5 3 5  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 6 ) .
A p a r t m e n t  o w n e r  w h o  s o ld  t h e  p r e m i s e s  a n d  t o o k  a  A S  3 4 .0 3 .0 2 0 ( d )  f i x e s  a  m o n t h - t o - m o n t h  t e n -
s e c o n d  m o r t g a g e  o n  t h e m  w a s  t h e  “l a n d lo r d ” a n d  a n c y ,  in a b s e n c e  o f  a g r e e m e n t  b y  t h e  p a r t i e s  t o  a
l i a b l e  f o r  t e n a n t s ’ s e c u r i t y  d e p o s i t s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  d i f f e r e n t  t e r m  in  t h e  r en t a l  a g r e e m e n t ,  i f  r e n t  is  p a i d
n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  p u r c h a s e r ,  w h e r e  h e  h a d  on  a  m o n t h l y  b s « i s .  M c C a l l  v . F i c k e s ,  5 5 6  P .2 d  5 3 5
f a i l e d  t o  “t e r m i n a t e ” t h e  t e n a n c i e s  o f  t h e  t e n a n t s  b y  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 6 ) .
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P o lice  a n d  f ire  v e h ic le s  r e s p o n d e d  to  t h e  s c e n e  o n  S p ru c e  B rook 
S t r e e t ,  w h e re  to x ic  f u m e s  h a d  b e e n  r e p o r te d  in t h e  s e c o n d  h o u s e  fro m  
th e  r ig h t .  (P h o to  by  B rian  B lockco lsky /K T U U )

By Steve MacDonald
KTUU-TV
U pdated: 1 :00  a .m . ET Feb. 26, 2004

Feb. 25 - A South Anchorage man is dead and his wife is in critical 
condition after a toxic gas leaked into their home. Fire investigators 
say it appears carbon monoxide poisoned the couple, but they are still 
conducting tests to confirm their suspicions.

The husband and wife, whose names haven't been released yet, were 
found at about 12:30 p.m. Wednesday by an Anchorage police officer. 
Police went the home on Spruce Brook Street after the couple's son 
in New York told police he hadn't been able to reach them.

"The son had reported that he had been trying to contact his parents 
for three days without success, and the male victim had not shown for 
work in three days," said Tom Kempton of the Anchorage Fire 
Department.
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Officer Jackie Valdez broke into the home to find the woman 
unconscious downstairs and dragged her outside to safety. The man's 
body was found upstairs.

According to the fire department, Valdez complained of feeling dizzy 
and was also hospitalized. A police spokesman says both w men are 
conscious and are expected to recover.

The fire department says it suspects a car in the home's attached 
garage may have been the source of the poisoning. Investigators say 
the keys were in the ignition, and the ignition was in the on position.
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Mothers Against [>unk Driving 
JUNEAU CHAPTER 

211 4th St., Suite 314 
Juneau, AK 99S01 

Phone (907)463-2562 
Fax (907)463-2540 

madd@alaska.net 
www.m add.org/ak/juneau

February 10, 2004

Representative Tom Anderson 
State Capitol, room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: House Bill 423
"An Act relating to accidents involving the vehicle of a person under the influence of an 
alcoholic beverage; and providing for an effective date."

Dear Representative Anderson:

The MADD Alaska Chapters, Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau and Mat-Su, support House Bill 
423.

, House Bill 423 will encourage and protect designated drivers. It is imperative that support is 
provided for those who drive potential drunk drivers to their destination. A designated driver is 
"life insurance" for all who use our road system.

House Bill 423 would create a deterrent for those who might otherwise drive impaired if unable 
to find an alternative method of transportation.

While annual alcohol-related traffic fatalities have decreased by more than 33 percent over the 
past few decades, the latest statistics show a recent increase with more than 17,400 people 
killed and more than half a million others injured in alcohol-related crashes in 2002.

Alaska had 87 traffic deaths of which 35 were alcohol-related(40%) in 2002. The previous year 
our state lost 47 Alaskans out of 89 (53%) because of alcohol.

Sincerely,

Cindy Cashen

Executive Director

mailto:madd@alaska.net
http://www.madd.org/ak/juneau
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P r e s e n t s  

“ O F F  T H E  R O A D  P R O G R A M ”

A  free r ide hom e for  you and  y o u r  car  
L et us a ll add sa fe ty  to  o u r  com m u n ity . T o g eth er  w e  can m ake  

A n ch orage  a sa fer  p lace to live .
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A N C H O R A G E  C ab aret, H otel, R estau ran t, an d  R eta ilers A ssocia tion  
(C H A R R ) 

O F F  T H E  R O A D  P R O G R A M

Onr Vision:
Anchorage CHARR , a unified financially sound organization to 
protect, foster and grow the hospitality industry serving a strong 
membership and to maintain a positive relationship with the 
Anchorage community.

Our Mission:
Our mission is to serve and represent the hospitality industry within 
the Municipality o f Anchorage. Collaborate with responsible 
members, stakeholders, and businesses as a vital part o f the 
community.

Our Concerns:
Unintentional acts created by patron drivers o f vehicles under the 
influence that may be harmful to other members o f the community, 
This may occur when:

• A patron has a need for their vehicle the following morning 
and does not want the inconvenience o f collecting the vehicle.

• Vehicles can be towed for si number o f reasons thus incurring 
unwanted costs,

•  There is also the possibility the vehicle could be vandalized 
and/or burglarized.

•  Simply the patron choose not to pay or can not pay for the cost 
o f a  taxi.

“These are reasons some patrons may justify drinking and driving”

Our Solution:
To provide a safe mode o f transportation for the patron and his/her 
vehicle. This service can be requested by the patron or by the 
determination of the establishment to limit liabilities and to protect 
the general public. This accompaniment program would be provided 
by the municipal licensed chauffeurs (laxi cab & ivers).

• Transportation provided from the establishment to the patrons 
home.

• Patron and vehicle arrive home safe together.
• Limited or no cost to the patron for this service.
• Educate establishment staff and public of the availability of 

this program and the benefits that it provides.



2 0 0 4  5 :1 1 P M  The B r a d l e y  H ou se  ( 9 0 7 )  3 3 6 - 7 1 7 8

A

January 21 ,2004

In order for this program to be successful the cab companies and the liquor 
establishments must work and communicate closely. To help facilitate this 
program, the establishments will Implement the following strategies and policies:

1. Place signs near pay phones, direct lines to cab companies and in other 
conspicuous areas of the establishment such as restrooms and near the exits 
where signs can be easily read.

2. Train the establishment staff members on the availability o f this program, 
how to inform patrons, and how to implement the procedures agreed upon 
by program officials.

3. Make public service announcements (PSA) on In-house sound systems (if 
establishment is equipped) from time to time and at closing time to help 
influence patrons decisions to use the program.

4. Pay a portion of the cab fare cost agreed upon by establishments and 
program officials.

5. Promote program from time to time in conjunction with other advertising 
and promotions. Make program informational hand outs available to 
patrons in the establishments.

6 . Track program usage (in conjunction with the cab companies) to assess 
effectiveness and demographics and to provide informational statistics for 
program officials to use In promoting and or improving this program.

Anchorage CHARR  feels, with the establishments implementing these strategies and 
policies will help assure the success of this exciting and new collaboration.

John G . Pattee 
Anchorage CHARR
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Regarding: O ff The Roatv Program
In order for this program to work and be successful the Restraunt’s, 

Lounge’s and ah Taxicab Companies M U ST  work together and communicate closely 
with everyone. To help facilitate this, Checker Cab Company will implement the 
following procedure and policies:

1. We will have a minimum o f six (6) designated taxi drivers on duty 
every night to be available for this program.

2. We will set a flat rate fee of S40.00 per car deliveries made from 
any licensed establishment to one (1) destination in the Anchorage 
Area, for BOTH the patron and his/her vehicle.

3. Every Car Delivery that we do will be logged into a log book in the 
Dispatch office as it comes in, so it will be easy to track our 
progress with this program and how well it is working to benefit the 
Anchorage Community.

4. Train All Taxicab Drivers and Dispatch Employees with our 
Company about this program, incase designated driver’s are not 
available they will be able to cover the car deliveiy safely.

5. Promote, with all the taxi drivers help, how this program is 
available to ALL Cus tomers headed to any drinking establishment 
in the Anchorage Area, A Safe and Convenient way to enjoy all 
licensed establishments and not have to worry about retrieving their 
vehicle the next day if  it has not been towed away.

RNT Services and Checker Cab Company feel that this program 
will work to help solve some o f the drinking and driving problems 
that exist here in the Anchorage Area and will make the 
Community a much safer community for everyone to live in.

Nancy R Brockway
Owner- RNT Services
Office Manager -  Checker Cab Company
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■ KMtUNK: Program 
would see car, driver 
home by cabbie.
The Associated Prato
. JUNEAU -  Drunken 

drivers .'and their' vehicles- 
could gel a.ride home if a bill 
that passed, the Mouse on 
Tuesday has its intended ei- 

-fect ■'■ ’ ■
State Rep. Norm Rokeberg, 

R-Anchorage, Introduced the 
. bOl,- which limits liability for 
taxis transporting drunken 
drivers' care. He said he’s iiy-. 
Ing to clear the way for a/i An­
chorage program called "Off 
the -Road" to get off the 
ground. . . .

The Downtown Licensed 
BeverBge Association, the 
Downtown Partnership and 
corporate- sponsors- • have.- 
pitched in to fund the pro­
gram, which would pay for cab 
drivers to lake both an individ­
ual and his car home frbm par­
ticipating downtmrii bars,

.Rolocbergaald. ;•
The program should re­

move one obstacle that pre­
vents drunken drivers' from 
giving up their keys, Rokeberg 
sail *

"Many'drivers are really re­
luctant to leave their dearest 
possession, sometimes. their 
veldcle, in a parking lot," 
Rokebergsail ■

Often they need their <tar to 
gel to work the next day, they 
worry about vandalism or ihey 
fear it will be towed, he said.

High Insurance costs have. 
kept the ‘.‘Off the Road" pro­
gram from starting, Rokeberg 
sail He said insurance would 
have .cost- taxi companies' 
$1,000 per month pdr cHb.

The bill , exempts cab 
drivers operating the drunken-. ■ 
drivers’ vehicle from liability 
in an accident except in cases 
of gross negligence or reck­
less or Intentional misconduct 

The vehicle owner's insur­
ance would still have to pay for 
.damages in an- accident, Ihe

same as if die owner hadbeon 
driving.

• Rep. Eric Croft, D-AnChor- 
age, said thal provision re­
moved his concern about the 
bill. Without it, he said, he had 
feared accident victims would 
havn no recourse.
■ The biil passed (he House 

37-0. Rep. John Davies, D- 
.Fairbanks, .gave notice of re* 
conrideration of his vote, so 
the measure could come up. 
for a.final vote today. After 
that, it would go to the Senate. 

The measure is House Bill
60.

In other ne ws at the Cdpitol

on Tuesday:. •
■» The House State Affairs 

Committed approved- House 
Joint Resolution- 30, by'Rep. 
Pete. Kott, R-Eagle River. It 
urges the U.S. Congress to be­
gin the process of amending 
the U.S. CdnstitiiUop to pro­
hibit desecration of- the U.S. 
flag. •

« Croups on both sides, of 
the abortion issue held rallies 
ba the Capitol steps to com- 
memo'ratc.the anniversary of 
Roe vs, tyir.de, the.U.S. Sup­
reme Court decision that le­
galized abortion in the United 
States,
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D U I  t a x i  b i l l  a
By PRANK DAHL

The early part of the year is a .time 
for reflection, for many reasons'. Many, 
dfus center or) our faith and family and 
lives; but also-on our dedication and 
responsibility to each other. House Hill 
68 is a perfect example of taking 
responsibility- one step further by truly 
watching, out for our friends and 
patrons. And the state House agrees, aa 

. • they recently passed the bill to the atate 
9enata.

Sponsored by Rep. Norm Rokeberg, 
this proposed legislation will help 
reduce our DUI (driving under the influ­
ence of alcohol.) problem. The premise 
behind Rep. Rokeberg’s proposal is that 
people fail to And an alternative means 
of transportation when the.y ore legally 
toteodcalod because they do not.wish to 
incur the cost of a cab, nak .vandalism to 
thqir vehicle or be hinderad by retrieval 
p£ their, vehicle the next morning. With' 
no “peroaived” alternative. they opt to 
driva .iwrje intoxicated. Many arrive 
safely at home, but dir those who are 
armtod, or cause an

and- Downtown natal 1 
License Beverage L/dm.
Association; the concept is to'provide a 
means through which an ̂ intoxicated 
individual, hesitant to drive because 
he/ahe is above the legal limit (.08 blood- 
alcohol content), can ask an employee at 
the participating bar or restaurant to 
request cab service for himself and his 
vahide. The participating cab company 
will dispatch a cab with an extra driver 
who will subsequently drive the patron’s 
vehicle home at the same time'tho intox­
icated patron Is driven home in the cab.
Not a bad idea. And best of all, public 
safety is not compromised.

Not only doea this solution instill a 
partnership mentality between commu­
nity. patron and business, but it also '

>-»jl Vrf

reminds residents of the. fact - that' the 
hospitality in d u s try  cares about1 yinir 
'safety. Anchorage , Cabaret, -Hotel, 
Restaurant & Retailers Association, for 
example, wholeheartedly endorses the 
concept; And many establishments 
have endorsed the bill and are eager to 
participate upon enactment of the pro­
gram. In the end, it’s a win-win for 
everyone.

One concern that haa arisen stems 
. from the potential for a lawsuit, if the 
cab company employee, who drives tho 
individual's vehicle home, causes an 
accident from negKeence. The context 
of the bill is intended to hold harmless 
the driver, cab company and licensed 
establishment if intentional miscon­
duct is not a factor. In other words ■'rid 
one will bo liable for acting responsibly. 
To that end, we must formulate cflToc- 
tiva insurance language in the bill to 
maintain the integrity of the no-liabili­
ty intent. .

During troubled times, members' of 
society tend to And it easier to cart tho 
first itone, rather than seek lasting 
solutions to issues like alcohol abuse 
and DUI prevention. The easiest 
approach is to critititeour laws and leg-, 
rilators, and be reactive,, rather than 
proactive. Or, mandate harsher penal­
ties and fill our correctional system 
beyond its capacity while increasing our 
need for more taxes.

•But BomBdmeo, no matter how hard 
' one tries;-it te;impoosible to understand 

the mipdiBet of why people do what they 
do. Drunka don’t make thought-out 
decisions. They act and react. Driving 
under the • influence is no exception 
Many. ofus are guilty of bad judgment. 
The solution lies in curbing behavior 
with .quality treatment and. education,

. or, as An alternative,, preventing 
behavior like driving under the influ­
ence from evep happening.

' HB 68 eliminates the consequence of. 
a DUI, while at the same time partner­
ing the hospitality Industry with the cab' 
industry with the insurance industry, in 
concert with law .enforcement at the city 
and state level. The innovators and 
sponsor of this bill should be commend­
ed for a novel and positive approach to a 
growing problem that doesn’t need to 

• oust. '•
HB 68 is right on target for a Control­

lable problem. And it will 3ave tho state 
of Alaska real tax dollars.

Let 2002 be the year of understand­
ing, neighbor helping neighbor. Let this 
year be one in which we stop casting 
. stones and instead, embrace using the 
. stones to build a bridgo'of cooperation. 
HB 68 can he the first step.

Frank Dahl «t president of tfie Anchor­
age Cabaret, Hotel, Restaurant and Retott- 
«r» Association (CHAAFQ.
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Anchorage CHARR
OFF THE ROAD PROGRAM
Budget

C ategory July August Septem ber October November D ecem ber Total
O peration:
Salaries 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Payroll taxes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Accounting 5Q0 500 500 500 500 500 3000
Tax return preparation 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
BanK charges 100 100 100 100 100 100 600
Advertising (events) 0 0 14,000 16,000 0 0 30000
Printing 0 0 8,000 0 2,000 0 10000
Entertainm ent 100 100 100 100 100 100 600
T elephone 50 50 50 50 50 50 300
Utilities 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
R epairs  & Maint. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Administrative O.H. 2312.5 2312.5 2312.5 2312.5 2312.5 2312.5 13875
Medical Insurance 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Insurance - other 500 500 500 500 500 500 3000
Legal 4000 2000 0 0 2000 8000
Transportation cost 6000 6000 6000 6000 6000 6000 36000
M iscellaneous 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
S u b to ta l  O p era tio n s 13562.5 9562.5 33562.5 25562.5 11562.5 11562.5 105375


