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Senate Judiciary Committee 
Butrovich 205 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK
Attn: Sen. R. Seekins, Chairman

Re: SB 300 -  a tto rney  lien am endm ent 

Dear Chairman Seekins and Members,

SB 300 has been favorably reviewed by a broad range o f practicing Alaskan 
attorneys who represent all sides o f many different kinds o f  disputes. Just recently, at the 
February 4, 2003, regular monthly meeting o f the Employment Law Section o f the 
Alaska Bar Association, 22 attorneys from Fairbanks, Anchorage, Juneau, and Kotzebue 
discussed the draft, after hearing from tax and other experts. While the Section is not 
permitted to lobby or endorse legislation, I can represent that, o f those present, not a 
single person voiced any objection to the bill;1 all comments were favorable with regard 
to passage. A  number o f participants, in fact, recounted examples of unfair taxation of 
clients who had received fee awards and who were then obligated to pay over the fees to 
their attorneys without taking a corresponding deduction from their gross income. Other 
attorneys commented that the unfair taxation of fee awards drives up the cost o f 
settlement for the opposing party'.

This bill, i f  passed, would eliminate the current double taxation of fee awards, and 
will make fee awards taxable only to the recipient attorney, and not to the prevailing 
litigant. The bill makes the Alaska lien statute track the Oregon lien statute, which the 
federal Court o f Appeals has held is effective to eliminate double taxation.2 The bill 
appropriately recognizes that earlier-asserted liens o f any origin will prevail over a later- 
filed attorney lien, and that a later-filed tax lien will even prevail over an earlier attorney

February 6,2004

FAX: 907 465-3922

1 Thus, these comments do not reflect the official position o f the Alaska Bar A ssociation,' The Association 
has not taken a position, nor has it been asked to take a position.
2 Banaitis v. C1R. 340 F.3d 1074 (9th Cir. 2003).
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lien. By eliminating double taxation, this bill, i f  passed, will result in substantial savings 
to Alaskan citizens, whether plaintiffs or defendants.

I urge the passage o f SB 300.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours.

william B. Schendel 
O f Counsel

W jn fr e e  L a w  Of f ic e  ■
AProfnnlonal Corporation
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Sen. B ert S ted m an  
S tate  C ap ita l R oom  30 
Ju n eau , AK 99801

Re: Senate Bill 300: A ttorney Lien Am endm ent

D ear S enato r S tedm an :

T h an k  y o u  fo r in tro d u c in g  th is im p o rtan t bill to e lim inate  the d o u b le  taxation  of fee 
a w a rd s  o n  A lask an  tax pay ers . T he 9th C ircu it C o u rt of A ppeals  h a s  h e ld  th a t o n  a 
recov ery  in  a c o u r t p roceed in g , th a t p o rtio n  subject to a n  a tto rn ey s fee aw a rd  is taxable 
to  th e  p la in tiff /ta x p a y e r . T h en  w h en  the p la in tiff p ay s  the a tto rn ey , the incom e is taxed 
a secon d  tim e. The 9th C ircu it has recogn ized  a n  excep tion  in  O rego n , w h ere  the 
a tto rn ey  lien  s ta tu te  m akes the p o rtio n  o w ed  to the a tto rn ey  a su p e r io r lien. B ased on 
th a t d ifference, O reg o n  tax pay ers -- w h o  a re  also  in  th e  9th C ircu it -- av o id  th e  doub le  
tax a tio n  issue. T he p o rtio n  p a y in g  the a tto rn ey  is taxed  o n ly  to the a tto rn ey  a n d  n o t to 
the  p la in tif f /ta x p a y e r .

Y our leg isla tion  w ill h e lp  m an y  A laskan  tax pay ers av o id  th is often  d isas tro u s tax result. 
By a m e n d in g  A lask a 's  a tto rn ey  lien  s ta tu te  to m atch  O reg o n 's , th is in eq u itab le  tax 
re su lt sh o u ld  be a v o id e d  u n d e r  the cu rre n t 9th C ircu it ru ling s. T h ank  y o u  again .

S h o u ld  th e re  be an y  h ea rin g s  before th e  Senate Jud ic ia ry  C om m ittee, p lease  le t m e 
k n o w  the d a te  a n d  tim e as I w o u ld  be w illing  to testify.

Sincerely,

C O O K  S C H U H M A N N  & GROSECLOSE, INC.
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February 6, 2004

Senator Bert Stedman 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
State Capitol 
Room 30 
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: SB 300; A ttorney Lien A m endm ent

Via fax (original in mail): 907-465-3922

Dear Senator Stedman,

I would like to thank you for giving this legislation a hearing. It has the 
potential to Fix what I consider to be grievous miscarriages o f justice.
Although the proposed legislation is quite simple, the story behind the need 
for this is a bit more complicated. If  you have this information from other 
sources, please just consider this a message from a citizen speaking in favor o f 
the bill.

If  you need to know more about the issue I am happy to be o f service. First I 
would like to give you some background on the Federal income tax 
consequences o f an award to the plaintiff o f attorney fees and litigation costs.

Both Alaska and Oregon lie under the jurisdiction o f the Ninth Circuit Court 
o f Appeals and the decisions o f the Ninth Circuit control the decisions o f the 
United States Tax Court for cases o f  taxpayers residing in the Alaska and 
Oregon. I realize you undoubtedly know this but it becomes very relevant to 
this legislation.

The Ninth Circuit in Coady vs. Commissioner, 85 AFTR 2d 2000-2049. (213 
F.3d 1187), 06/14/2000 looked at a Federal income tax case, the result o f 
which turned on Alaska law. Nona Coady was an employee o f the Alaska 
Housing Finance Corporation. She lost her job and later prevailed in 
employment litigation and won an award for back wages and benefits lost as a 
result o f wrongful termination. The issue with respect to their tax return for 
the year involved whether the Coadys needed to include in income the portion 
o f the award that went to their attorneys. The Ninth Circuit indicated that the 
plaintiff must include the attorney fees in income.



Businesses that receive damage awards or other lawsuit awards must also include the 
gross amount in income, but businesses are allowed to deduct all o f their legal costs 
against the award so that they only pay tax on the net proceeds.

If  tax law provided that damages in the employment context were taxed only to the extent 
o f net proceeds we would not have a problem and the desperate need for your assistance. 
Unfortunately, the tax law does not tax the net proceeds o f  non-business cases, at least in 
Ninth Circuit cases dealing with Alaska, but rather taxes the entire award to the plaintiff. 
A limited deduction for attorney fees and litigation costs is allowed for regular tax 
purposes and no deduction at all is allowed for purposes o f  the alternative minimum tax. 
At least one taxpayer has tried to claim, under a reimbursement theory, a direct deduction 
o f legal expenses against the gross award and been rejected by the Ninth Circuit. See 
Biehl v. Com, 92 AFTR 2d 2003-728C, (CA9) 12/12/2003.

The alternative minimum tax is a ta- computation which parallels the regular tax 
computation in many respects. All .axpayers are required to compute their tax liability 
under both systems and pay the government under the computation which produces the 
highest tax. The courts have repeatedly struck down arguments that the alternative 
minimum tax is unconstitutional or does not apply on other grounds. See Banaitis v.
Com. 92 AFTR 2d 2003-5840, 340 F3dl081 (CA9, 8/27/2003)

One important area in which these two systems differ is in the treatment o f miscellaneous 
itemized deductions related to employee business expenses. These deductions, authorized 
under Internal Revenue Code Section 67, are deductible to as itemized deductions to the 
extent they exceed 2% o f  adjusted gross income.

For alternative minimum taxes purposes however, Internal Revenue Code Section 
56(b)(l)(A)(i) provides that “No deduction shall be allowed for any miscellaneous 
itemized deduction.”

This means that the payment o f attorney fees provides no benefit for purposes o f the 
alternative minimum tax. This can create horrific consequences to a successful plaintiff. 
We have had situations in our practice where a successful plaintiff, after paying attorney 
fees and taxes, had paid out more in attorney fees and taxes than they received in gross 
proceeds.

In addition, we have seen cases where public interest, litigants and the disadvantaged have 
successfully sued to stop illegal behavior. The award often times consists o f 90-95% legal 
fees with a small amount o f damages. In these instances the income tax liability greatly 
exceeds the damages. In some instances the inclusion in income, o f money they did not 
get to keep, ended up causing problems with government programs and scholarships 
which look at gross income for eligibility. It ends up costing victims in this area more 
than just the tax bill when they win.

In a good example o f this, which is public knowledge, in August 2002, the New York 
Times reported that a female police office who was the victim o f “reprehensible” sexual



harassment received an award o f $300,000 as well as legal fees o f almost $1 million. 
According to the story this victim will end up paying all o f her $300,000 award, as well 
as almost $100,000 more, to settle income taxes due on the gross award. The defendant 
surely must have enjoyed reading how the winner in court lost it all plus thousands more 
to the IRS. See Spina v. Forest Preserve District o f Cook County, 207 F. Supp. 2nd 764 
(2002).

For a published case laying this out see Alexander v. Com 77 AFTR 2d 96-301 (72 F3d 
938) (Cal 1995) in which the successful (or more appropriately termed, unsuccessful) 
litigant received an award o f  approximately $250,000 out o f which $245,000 was paid in 
legal costs. The First Circuit upheld the Tax Court and the Internal Revenue Service in 
finding that this “successful” plaintiff owed over $57,000 in taxes on his net award o f 
approximately $5,000 due to the alternative minimum tax disallowing the entire amount 
o f attorney fees as a deduction.

If the plaintiff in a Alaskan case were to succeed, the Internal Revenue Service would 
have the backing o f the Tax Court and the Ninth Circuit Court o f Appeals in finding that 
the plaintiff would be taxable on the entire gross award. A limited deduction for 
attorney’s fees and litigation costs paid would be available for regular tax purposes and 
no portion o f the attorney’s fees or litigation costs would be deductible for alternative tax 
purposes.

Some other circuit courts o f appeal have held for the taxpayer in these types o f cases but 
the majority o f  circuit courts have held for the government.

In spite o f a conflict between the Ninth Circuit opinion and those o f other circuits (see 
Cotnam and Clarks), the United States Supreme Court denied a petition for certiorari on 
April 16, 2001. This means that we will not have a “once-and-for-all” decision settling 
the matter for the entire country.

The Ninth Circuit eliminated any doubt about the steadfastness with which they held their 
opinion when they subsequently decided the issue several more times in other cases. 
Sinyard v. Com. [88 AFTR 2d 2001-6037, 268 F3d 759 (CA9, 9/25/2001)] and Benci- 
Woodward v. Com., [86 AFTR 2d, 2000-5404, 219 F3d 942 (CA9, 7/1 S/2000)]

Now, (Finally!, Thank you for your patience if  you are still reading this at this point) we 
get to the possible solution to the problem.

The Ninth Circuit found that these cases turned on local (state) law. If state law provided 
that the debt (attorney’s fees) was a valid debt o f the plaintiff then a payment o f this debt 
by the defendant would result in income to the plaintiff. The court stated their reasoning, 
perhaps most succinctly, in the Sinyard case when they stated that “If  A owes B a debt, 
and C pays the debt on A ’s behalf, it is elementary that C ’s payment is income to A as 
well as to B.”



The Ninth Circuit, in reviewing the laws o f Alaska (Coady), Arizona (Sinyard) and 
California (Benci-Woodward) held that the laws o f the state(s) made the successful 
plaintiffs the owners o f the entire award. The attorneys with whom the plaintiffs had 
contingent fee agreements were considered debtors o f the plaintiffs.

The importance o f  this Distinction was borne out in Banaitis v. Com. 92 AFTR 2d 2003- 
5840, 340 F3dl081 (CA9, 8/27/2003) where the Ninth Circuit held that, under Oregon 
law, the attorneys in a successful plaintiff case were the lawful owners o f their portion o f 
the award. Therefore the payment o f the plaintiff attorney by the defendant did not result 
in income to the plaintiff because die plaintiff did not owe the attorney a portion o f the 
award. The plaintiff was considered to have dominion only over the gross award less the 
attorney fess and costs. The attorney, under Oregon law, had a sufficient bundle o f rights 
to be deemed the owner o f the attorney’s portion o f the award. Thus, the taxpayer in this 
Oregon case only paid tax on the net proceeds.

We know that much o f Alaska law has been modeled on Oregon law. What we are 
proposing in this legislation is that Alaska law, in the area o f  attorney liens, be molded to 
match Oregon. We are not asking for any more than what Oregon law provides, in fact, 
we want exactly what Oregon has as law in this area. Since the Ninth Circuit has said that 
Oregon taxpayers are treated favorably because o f  the wording o f their attorney lien law 
we hope that Alaskan taxpayers can also get favorable treatment if  our law matches that 
o f Oregon exactly.

Keep in mind that the attorney, in all cases, must also include the fees received in 
income. We are not proposing anything that would change the taxation o f  the attorney.
We are trying to eliminate the double taxation o f the same money.

I realize that the Supreme Court or Congress should settle this matter and that would 
really be my preference. Both the high court and Congress have been made aware o f this 
issue and declined to deal with it. Therefore, I implore you to do for Alaskan taxpayers 
what the Federal government refuses do for them. Please allow Alaskan taxpayers to pay 
income taxes only on what they get to keep and help eliminate the tax penalty for fixing 
injustices.





ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

State Capitol, Room 120 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4990 
Fax (907) 465-6592

House Judiciary Committee

Memorandum
To: Jean Mischel, Leg. Legal

From: Vanessa Tondini, Committee Aide
House Judiciary Committee

Date: May 9, 2004

Re: CS Request

Rep. Lesil M cG uire , C h a ir
Rep. Tom A ndersen, Vice-Chair
Rep. Jim Holm
Rep. Dan Ogg
Rep. Ralph Samuels
Rep. Les G ara
Rep. Max G ruenbcrg

Please create a work draft House Judiciary Committee Substitute for work order # 23-LS 1572\U. 
A, SB 306, basically deleting all of the text in the bill and inserting language creating a task force 
in the legislative branch on the scope of practice of naturopathy substantively based on the 
attached language, but modeling it (conforming the structure) after other legislation creating task 
forces (see attached CSILB 180 (JUD) from the 22nd Leg.). I know this is a huge request, but the 
bill is scheduled to be heard in committee tomorrow, May 10 at 11:00 a.m. Use your best 
judgm ent if  you have any questions on the specifics.

If you have any questions, please call me at 4990. Thank you!

The information attached to this memo is C O N FID EN TIA L an/or privileged. It is intended to be reviewed initially by 
only the individual named above. If the reader o f this Memorandum is not the intended recipient or a representative o f the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, or copying o f the information contained herein is 
prohibited. I f  you have received this in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone and return this to th ; 
sender at the above address.



N aturopaths h a v e  p rop osed  that th ey  can m eet the n eed s o f  m ore patients.

In order to better understand issu es  relating to sa fe ty  and sc o p e  o f  p ractice o f  
naturopathy, th e leg isla tu re  hereby creates the T ask  F orce on  N aturopathic  
S c o p e  o f  P ractice.

T he task  fo rce  sh all be co -ch a ired  b y  the C hairs o f  the H ou se  and S en ate  
H ealth , E d u cation , and S o c ia l S erv ices  C om m ittees. M em bers shall include: 
o n e  m em b er o f  a trade a sso c ia tio n  o f  naturopaths; o n e  m em ber o f  the state  
m ed ica l a sso c ia tio n ; on e  m em ber o f  the state pharm acy asso cia tion ; on e  
ad van ced  n urse practitioner; a lay  m em ber o f  the state m ed ica l board.

T he task  fo rce  sh a ll m eet at lea st three tim es; participation  m ay be 
te lep h o n ic , i f  n ecessary .

T he task fo rce  sh a ll address the fo llo w in g  issu es: com parable le v e ls  o f  
ed u cation  and train ing b etw een  naturopaths and m ed ica l doctors; appropriate  
sc o p e  o f  practice  re latin g  to the u se  o f  leg en d  drugs b y  naturopaths; 
appropriate sc o p e  o f  practice for n on -p h arm acolog ica l treatm ents by  
naturopaths (e .g . m inor surgery); structure and op erations o f  co llab ora tiv e  
p rotoco ls; is su e s  relating to jo in t lia b ility  b etw een  co llab oratin g  
p ractitioners, and other issu e s  as m em bers o f  the task  fo rce  d eem  n ecessary .

T he task  fo rce  sh a ll subm it a report o f  their fin d in gs to the leg isla tu re by  
February 1, 2 0 0 5 .

The legislature finds that the access to medical care in the state is lim ited.
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FEB 19 2004 1 6 :0 6  FR NCSL TO 819074653810----- 2  P .0 2 /0 ?

X XIV . Prescribing Authority ( c o m . ) ___________________________

Emergency
M edical Technician Naturopathic

State Mid wiTe Optometrist Param edic Doctor

Alabama E H C . D
E

Alaska C .E - F.H cr" H
Arizona e A - Limited E n

p
Arkansas E A • Limited E/*» E
California E H V*c E*Colorado E H* c

e
Connecticut E A Er*

c
n

Delaware E A.G. H* E 1/
p

District of Columbia B A C c  
A ft

Florida E A - Ltd. formulary E A
c

Georgia E A - Ltd. formulary* E c
E

Guam H* H* h 1it

Hawaii E C.F.G E H*
n

Idaho E A C U
c

Illinois D . F.G.H E 6tj
Indiana E H - Ltd. formulary* E . n
Iowa E A* E u

Kansas E H* C B
p

Kentucky E H* L.
D D

Louisiana H H C u
Maine A H C rt

c
Maryland E H* E

n
Massachusetts E* H* £ Er»
Michigan E C.F.H E LI

D EMinnesota E H . L c
Mississippi C H* c t

p
Missouri E E E III

Montana E A - Ltd. therapeutics E H
Nebraska B* A - Limited* E Dr
Nevada E H E CIT
New Hampshire C A* Cr*

rl
D

New Jersey B, H H E u

New Mexico A A.H E Ec
New York A* A C cc
North Carolina B A E EIS
North Dakota A - Limited H E D
Ohio E A • Limited E D

Oklahoma H A E E
Oregon E A - Limited C A*rv c
Pennsylvania E F.G.H* EP

LI, c
Puerto Rico E ' e E rv
Rhode Island E H C D

South Carolina E A - Limited* E E
South Dakota . E A • Limited E ED
Tennessee £ A E Crv
Texas C A - Ltd. formulary C D
Utah D H D.E A*

Vermont B* G C H*c
Virginia E A,H E E

H*Washington C F.G c P
West Virginia E H cn

u
e

Wisconsin E H C r\
Wyoming E H c LI

* See "Footnotes («)" on pages 69-72.

Page 6 8
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. Prescribing Authority 4*
TO 819074653810-----2  P .0 3 /0 8

• .» 2002*2003. y.

:!»*r . '-7- ’ ’ •
,  ‘* s f ,
M ed ica l D o c to ra  h a v e  u n lim ite d , in d e p e n d e n t p re s c rib in g  a u th o rity  In  e v e ry  s ta te .

ic to is  o f  O ste o p a th y  h a ve  u n lim ite d , in d e p e n d e n t p re s c rib in g  a u th o rity  in  a ll s ta te s , e x c e p t P u e rto  R ic o  

jy jjw c  th e y  h a vo  n o  p re s c r ib in g  a u th o rity . • . - / .  . • .

o f  D e n ta l S u rg e ry , D o c to rs  o f  P e d ia tr ic  M e d ic in e ,' an d  D o c to rs  o f  V e te r in a ry  M e d ic in e  h a ve  
ep en d en t p re s c rib in g  a u th o rity  th a t is  lim ite d  to  th e ir  c o u rse  o f  p ra c tic e  in  e v e ry  s ta te ,

o f  C h iro p ra c t ic  h a ve  n o  p re sc rib in g  a u th o rity  in  a n y  s ta te .

tf": ■ ■'
e g e n d

In d e p e n d e n t A u th o r ity . 
D e p e n d e n t P re s c r ib in g  A u th o r ity . 
U s e  O n ly .
N o t L ic e n s e d .
N o  P re s c r ib in g  A u th o r ity . . 

D ia g n o s tic  O n ly .

T h e ra p e u tic s ,
L im ite d  P re s c r ib in g  A u th o r ity .

PA-’—
-

f e -
- E — ;
vF;',—

b i * *
;? •1* * . i

F o o tn o te s  ( • )  .

t  V.S-*1'-' •
f  f f - r .  A d v a n c e d  N u rse  P ra c t it io n e r ! m a y  

■ ? p re s c rib e  a n d  d isp e n se  w ith in  th e  sco p e  
f,. of th e ir  s p e c ia lty .

-  H o m e o p a th ic  P h y s ic ia n  h a s  p re s c r ib e r 
v f ' * - , . ’ .a u th o r ity . T it le  o f  “ C lin ic a l N u rse  
KluLT'-a S p e c ia lis t ”  n o t u se d .

-  “ A d v a n ce d  P ra c tic e  N u rs e s "  m u st be 
c e r t if ie d  u n d e r rules p ro m u lg a te d  b y  th e  
B o a rd  o f  N u rs in g  an d  M e d ic a l L ic e n s in g  
B o a rd . W h e n  c e r t if ie d , th e y  w il l  h a ve

: d e p e n d e n t a u th o r ity . M u s t h a ve  c o lla b o -  
.r a t iv c  a g re e m e n t w ith  p h y s ic ia n  an d  m a y  

i*w.> .o n ly  p re sc rib e  w ith in  th e  sco p e  o f  th e  

p h y s ic ia n ’ s  p ra c tic e .
:A .  —  D e p e n d a n t p re s c r ib in g  a u th o r ity  fo r  
i- 'v .," -  C e r t if ie d  N u rse  M id w ife  and  C e r t if ie d  

N u rse  P ra c tit io n e rs . D e p e n d e n t p re s c r ib ­
in g  a u th o rity  fo r  P h a rm a c is ts  in  lic e n s e d  
h e a lth  f a c ilit ie s , c lin ic s , h e a lth  m a in te ­
n a n ce  o rg a n iz a tio n s , an d  p ro v id e rs  
c o n tra c tin g  w ith  H M O s in  a cco rd a n ce  
w ith  p o lic ie s , p ro c e d u re s , o r p ro to c o ls . 

|rC O  —  H o m e o p a th ic  P h y s ic ia n s  h a ve  p re s c r ip ­
t iv e  a u th o rity  i f  th e y  a re  a  M e d ic a l 

D o c to r o r D o c to r o f  O ite o p e th y . A  
N a tu ro p a th ic  D o c to r w o u ld  h a ve  no  su c h  
a u th o r ity , e x c e p t fo r  v ita m in s , m in e ra ls , 
e tc . A d v a n ce d  P ra c tic e  N u rse s  h a ve  
in d e p e n d e n t a u th o r ity  i f  th e y  a re  

a p p ro ve d  b y  th e  n u rs in g  b o a rd , h a v e  
o b ta in e d  a  D E A  n u m b e r, an d  m a in ta in  a  
c o lla b o ra tiv e  a g re e m e n t w ith  a  p h y s ic ia n  
lic e n s e d  in  C o lo ra d o  w h o se  b a c k g ro u n d  
a n d  a c tiv e  p ra c tic e  co rre sp o n d s w ith  th a t 
o f  th e  n u rse . O p to m e tris ts  m a y  p u rc h a se , ' 
p o sse ss , a d m in is te r, an d  p re sc rib e  c e rta in  ■

C T  —

D C

D E  —

F L  —

G A  —  

G U  —

H I -
.r

p h a rm a c e u tic a l a g e n ts  fo r  e x a m in a tio n  
a n d  tre a tm e n t i f  th e y  a re  th e ra p e u tic a lly  ( 
c e r t ifie d  b y  th e  O p to m e tric  'E x a m in e rs  

B o a rd .
A d v a n ce d  p ra c tic e  n u rse s  h a v e  in d e p e n ­

d en t a u th o rity  i f  th e y  a re  lic e n s e d  a s 
A P R N s , h ave  a  o b ta in e d  a  D E A  n u m b e r, 
an d  m a in ta in  a  c o lla b o ra tiv e  a g re e m e n t 

' w ith  a  p h y s id a n  lic e n s e d  in  C o n n e c tic u t ,  
w h o se  b a ckg ro u n d  a n d  a c tiv e  p ra c tic e  ' “  
co rre sp o n d s w ith  th a t o f  th e  n u rse  p ra c ­
t it io n e r , p e d ia t r ic  n u rse ' p ra c tit io n e r , 
p s y c h ia tr ic  n u rse  p ra c tit io n e r , a n d  
C e rtifie d  nU rse  a n e s th e tis t a ll f a l l  u n d e r 
th e  c a te g o ry  o f  a d va n ce d  re g is te re d  n u rse  

p ra c tit io n e r . ,-t'“ • ‘ ' “  1
O n ty 'n u re e ? p ra c tit io n e rs , c lin ic a l n u rse  

s p e c ia lis ts , n u rse  m id w iv e s , an d  n u rse  
a n e sth e tis ts ’ W ho a re  lic e n s e d  b y  th e  D C  

B o a rd  o f N u rs in g  a s  a n  a d va n ce d  p ra c tic e  
re g is te re d  n u rse  h a v e  in d e p e n d e n t 

' p re s c r ib in g  a u th o r ity .
A d va n ce d  P ra c tic e  N u n e a  m u st be 
lic e n se d  b y  th e  B o a rd  o f N u rs in g  and  

m u st su b m it a  c o lla b o ra tiv e  c a re  ag ree­
m en t to 'th e  Jo in t  f r a e t ic e  C o m m itte e . 
O p to m e tris ts  m u st b e  th e ra p e u tic a lly  
c e r t ifie d  to  p re s c r ib e .'
F o r  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts , th e re  e x is ts  a  
lim ite d  fo rm u la ry . A d v a n c e d  R e g is te re d  

N u rse  P ra c titio n e rs  m a y  in it ia te  o rd e rs  
u n d e r p ro to c o l. N a tu ro p a th ic  D o c to rs  
h a ve  u n lim ite d  p re s c r ib in g  a u th o r ity . 
O p to m e trists m a y  p re sc rib e  fro m  a 

s p e c if ic  fo rm u la ry .
O p to m e trists m a y  p re sc rib e  fro m  a  lim ite d  
fb rrn u la ry , A P R N *  m u st h a ve  c o lla b o ra ­
t iv e  p ra c tic e  a g re em e n t W ith  M D . 

N a tu ro p a th ic  D o c to r*  may p re sc rib e  
v ita m in s , m in e ra ls , a m in o  a c id s , an d  fa t ty  

a c id s . R u le s  e x c lu d e  th e  p re s c rib in g  by 
P A s  o f  c o n tro lle d  sa b sta n ce s  an d  a lso  
re q u ire  th a t th e  s u p e rv is in g  p h y s ic ia n  
re ta in  fu f i p ro fe s s io n a l an d  le g a l're s p o n ­
s ib ilit y  fo r  P A  p erfo rm an 'e e , c a re , an d  *’

■" tre a tm e n t o f  p a t ie n t  P h a rm a c is ts  m a y  

a d ju s t d o sag e  re g im e n s  p u rsu a n t, to
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F o o tn o te s  ( * )  -  (c o a t )  -  .•

• .  ‘  ‘t . i ;  -

p rc s c r ib e r  a u th o riz a tio n . E f fe c t iv e  J u ly  
1, T9i>7r.tJb«n^^c^^«it^ed t • 
o p to m e tr ie s  : r
d isp e n se , o r  a d n u a iire r  o ra l p h a rm sce u - 
t ic a l a g e n ts  e x c e p t tho«« . c y o ila b le  
w ith o u t a  p ro sc rip tio n .; O n ly  th e  u se  an d  

p re s c r ip tio n  o f  to p ic a l th e ra p e u tic  
p h a rm a c e u tic a ls  o s e s ta b lish e d  b y  the  
Jo in t  F o rm u la ry  A d v is o ry , C o m m itte e  

a re  a llo w e d .
ID  —  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts , Nuria P ra c tit io ­

n e rs . C e r t ifie d  N u rse  M id  w iv e * , C lin ic a l 
N u rse  S p e c ia lis t s , an d  R e g is te re d  Nurae 
A n e s th e t is ts  a l l  h a v e  in d e p e n d e n t 
p re s c rib in g  a u th o rity  lim ite d  to . sco p e  o f 
practice a n d  m o st b e  a p p ro ve d  to . 
p re s m b e  b y  ih e ir  re sp e c tiv e  b o a rd s .

IN  —  “ A d v a n ce d  P ra c tic e  N u n e s "  m u st be
c e r t if ie d  u n d e r ro le s  . p ro m u lg a te d  b y  the  
B o a rd  o f  N u rs in g  an d  M e d ic a l L ic e n s ­
in g  B o a rd . W h e n  c e rt ifie d , th e y , w ill 
h a v e  d ep e n d e n t a u th o rity . M u s t h a ve  
c o lla b o ra tiv e  a g re e m e n t w ith  p h y s ic ia n  
an d  m a y  o n ly  p re sc rib e  w ith in  th e  sco p e  
o f  th e  p h y s ic ia n 's  p ra c tic e . T h e  sta te  
d o e s n o t n e c e s s a r ily  re c o g n iz e  each  
lis te d  n u rs in g  s p e c ia lty . H o sp ita l an d  
p r iv a te  m e n ta l in s t itu t io n a l P h a rm a c is ts  
m a y  a d ju s t d ru g  th e ra p is t p u rsu a n t to  
p ro to c o l a n d  u n d e r th e  su p e rv is io n  o f  a  
p h y s ic ia n . O p to m e tris ts  m u st be 
c e r t ifie d  b y  a  co m m itte e  o f  th e  P h a r­
m a c y  B o a rd  an d  u se  fo rm u la rie s ,to  
p ro sc rib e . T h e y  m n y n o t p ro sc rib e  fo r  
c o n tro lle d  su b s ta n c e s . , ,

IA  —  “ C e r t if ie d ”  C lin ic a l N u n e  s p e c ia lis ts , 
‘'C e r t if ie d "  N u rse  M id w iv e s , an d ..;

, " C e r t if ie d "  N u n e .P ra c tit io n e rs  (A d ­
v a n c e d  R e g is te re d | N u rse  ^ P ra ctitio n e r 
c la s s if ic a t io n s )  h a v e  in d e p e n d e n t 
p re s c rib in g  a u th o rity . P A s  m u st h a ve  
s u p e rv is in g  p h y s ic ia n  an d  p re s c r ip tiv e  
a u th o r ity ; d o e s n o t in c lu d e  C f i s tim u ­
la n ts  o r d e p re ssa n ts . T h re e .p la sse a  o f 

.  O p to m e tris ts : 1 )  P la in . O p to m e tris ts  

c a n n o t. u to  d ru g s a t a ll ;  2 )  C e rt ifie d  
O p to m e tris ts  c a n  u se  so m e d ru g s fo r  

d ia g n o s tic  p u rp o se s o n ly ; 3 ) T h e ra p e u ­
t ic a lly  C e r t if ie d  O p to m e tris ts  ca n  

p re s c r ib e , b u t n o t d isp e n se  (e x c e p t a t no  
ch a rg e  to  co m m ence  a  co u rse  o f 
th e ra p y ), a  s e le c t g ro u p  o f d rugs, 
in c lu d in g :, a ) 'to p ic a l' _«ad  o ra l a ru lra Jc ro -  
b ia l a g e n ts , .’b ) o nd  ̂ n ita is ta m in 'e s i c )  
o ra l a n t ig in u c o ^ '.(^ 'i^ u ,.d ) ; to p lc a l 
p lr a r in f le r m d i^ '^ t s i'a n ^ e )  o ra l

•r '<u ■ n «u*,isp ar

a n a lg e s ic  a g e n ts ; f) o ra l s te ro id s  (w ith  

, lim ita t io n s ) ,
K S  —  T h re e  se p a ra te  lic e n s e s  fo r  O p to m e try ; 

o d d  a llo w s  p re s c r ip tiv e  a u th o rity  o f 
to p ic a l, d ia g n o s t ic s , and  c e rta in  o ra l 
m e d ic a tio n s . N a tu ro p a th ic  d o c to r m ay 

p ro sc rib e  p u rsu a n t to  a  p ro to c o l w ith  a 

p h y s ic ia n .
K Y  —  P h a rm a c is ts  m a y  in it ia t e , c o n tin u e , o r 

d is c o n tin u e  d ru g  th e ra p y  p u rsu a n t to  
an  e s ta b lis h e d  c o lla b o ra tiv e  ca re  
a g re e m e n t. P h a rm a c is ts  w h o  c u te r lu to  
a  c o lla b o ra tiv e  c a re  ag re em e n t w ith  a 
p ra c tit io n e r  m a y  c o o p e ra t iv e ly  
m an ag e  a  p a tie n t 's  d ru g -re la te d  h e a lth  
c a re  n e e d s. T h e  ag re em e n t s h a ll bo 

lim ite d  to  s p e c ific a t io n  o f  th e  d rug - 
re la te d  re g im e n  an d  n e c e ssa ry  te s ts ; 
s tip u la te d  c o n d itio n s  fo r  in it ia t in g , 
c o n tin u in g , o r  d is c o n t in u in g  d ru g  
th e ra p y ; a n d  d ire c t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  the 
m o n ito rin g  o f  d ru g  th e ra p y  an d  
c o n d itio n s  w a rra n tin g  d o se , d o sag e  

"  re g im e n , d o sag e  f t r m . o r ro u te  o f
a d m in is tra tio n  m o d ific a tio n s . A d ­
v a n c e d  R e g is te re d  N u rse  P ra c tit io n e rs  
(A R N P s ) w h o  p ro sc rib e  m u st e n te r ifllc  

. a  w r itte n  c o lla b o ra tiv e  p ra c tic e  
'•i • a g re em e n t w ith  a  p h y s ic ia n  th a t

d e fin e s  sco p e  o f  p re s c r ip tiv e  a u th o rity  
A R N P s  c a n n o t p ro sc rib e  c o n tro lle d  

• .,. ;<•. su b s ta n c e s . O p to m e tris ts  m a y  p re ­
s c r ib e  d ia g n o s t ic  to p ic a l m e d ic a tio n s  
fo r  u se  in  th e  e y e  o r it s  ap p en d ag es. 
“ T h e ra p e u tic a lly  C e r t if ie d "  O p to m *

■V-f-. . . .  e tr is ts  m a y  p ro sc rib e  o ra l m e d ic a tio n s ,
:  e x c e p t C - I an d  C-U c o n tro lle d

su b sta n c e s , fo r  a n y  c o n d itio n  th a t an 
• O p to m e tris t is  a u th o riz e d  to  tre a t 

u n d e r K R S  3 2 0 . T h e  a u th o rity  to  

p re sc rib e  C - IH , IV, an d  V  co n tro lle d  
su b sta n ce s  s h a ll be lim ite d  to  p ro sc rip  
tio n s  fo r  a  q u a n tity  s u f f ic ie n t  to  

. p ro v id e  tre a tm e n t fo r  up  to  7 2  h o u rs .

N o  r e f ills  o f  p re sc rip tio n s  fo r  co n ­

tro lle d  su b sta n c e s  a re  a llo w e d .
P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  c a n n o t p re s c rib e  

c o n tro lle d  su b s ta n c e s .
M D  —  C e r t if ie d  R e g is te re d  N u rse  P ra c t it io ­

n e rs  (in c lu d in g  s p e c ia lt ie s ) an d  N u rse  
M id w iv e s  m a y  o n ly  p re s c rib e  w ith in  
th e ir  s p e c ia lty . N u rse  M id w iv c s  h a ve  i 

•' lim ite d  fo rm u la ry . A  th e ra p e u tic a lly  
c e r t ifie d  o p to m e tris t m a y  p re sc rib e  

' "i - u n d e r c e rta in  c o n d itio n s .
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.M a s s a c h u s e tts  o n ly  re c o g n iz e s  R e g is te re d  
: N u rse  P ra c t it io n e r !. C lin ic a l N u rs e  
- S p e c ia lis t  p re s c r ib in g  a u th o r ity  is  fo r  

P s y c h ia tr ic  N u rse  S p e c ia lis t s  o n ly . N u rse  
M id w ife  p re s c r ib in g  a u th o rity  is  fo r  
C e r t if ie d  N u rse  M id w ife  o n ly . O p to m ­
e tr is ts  m a y  p ro sc rib e  to p ic a l S c h e d u le  V I  
d ru g s fo r  u se  in  th e  e y e , b u t m a y  n o t 
p re s c rib e  g la u c o m a  m e d ic a tio n s . 

y O p to m e tris ts  m a y  p re s c r ib e  to p ic s ]» o n ly , 

rtf. fo r  d ise a se s  o f  th e  e y e  an d  it s  a d n e xa .
M u tt  h a v e  a  c o lla b o ra tiv e  p ra c tic e  

7 y  a rra n g e m e n t w ith  a  p h y s ic ia n .

- 'N u rs e  P ra c tit io n e r , P e d ia tr ic  N u rse  
P ra c tit io n e r , P s y c h ia tr ic  N u rse  P ra c tlt io -  

?-•: n e r, an d  C e r t ifie d  N u rse  A n e s th e tis t a ll f a ll 

: u n d e r th e  c a te g o ry  o f  A d v a n ce d  R e g is -  
te re d  N u rse  P ra c tit io n e r .

—  D o c to rs  o f  H o m e o p a th y  u se  n a n u o p a th  
fo rm u la ry . A P R N , C N M , and  C R N A  m u st 

: b e  R N s , O p to m e tris ts  m a y  p re sc rib e  
to p ic a l o c u la r  p h a rm a c e u tic a l a g e n ts  an d

- o ra l m e d ic a tio n  th a t is  w ith in  th e ir  sco p e  
o f  p ra c tic e .

-  T h e  B o a rd  o f  N u rs in g  d e te rm in e s  b y  
c e r t if ic a t io n  w h ic h  s p e c ia lt ie s  h a v e  
p r e s c r ip t iv e  a u th o r it y . C e r t if ie d  n u rs e  
m id w iv e s  p re s c r ib e  p u rs u a n t to  D e p t, o f  
H e a lth  r u le s . F o r  p h a rm a c is t c lin ic ia n s  
o n ly  -  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  N e w  
M e x ic o  P h a rm a c is t  P r e s c r ip t iv e  
A u th o r ity  A c t .

-  “ N u n c  P ra c tit io n e rs ”  a re  a u th o riz e d  to  
is s u e  p re s c r ip tio n s  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  
p ra c tic e  a g re e m e n ts an d  p ra c tic e  p ro to ­
c o ls  b e tw e e n  th e  p h y s ic ia n  a n d  n u rse  
p ra c tit io n e r . E f fe c t iv e  1 9 9 4 . im p le m e n ta ­
tio n  o f  th e  M id w ife ry  P ra c tic e  A c t  • 
re su lte d  in  lic e n s u re  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l 
M id w iv e s .

• P h a rm a c is t’ s  p re s c r ib in g  a u th o r ity  b a se d  
o n  a  c o lla b o ra tiv e  p ra c tic e  a g re e m e n t 
w ith  a  p h y s ic ia n .

■ A d v a n c e d  P ra c t ic e  N u rse s  lic e n se d  b y  th e  
N u rs in g  B o a rd  m a y  p re sc rib e  d ru g s u n d e r 
c e rta in  c o n d itio n s  an d  w ith in  a  lim ite d  
fo rm u la ry .

N u rse  P ra c tit io n e rs  m a y  p re sc rib e  
in d e p e n d e n tly , b u t o n ly  fo r  d ru g s a llo w e d  
b y  fo rm u la ry  fo r  th e ir  a re a  o f  p ra c tic e . 
N a tu ro p a th s  m a y  o n ly  p re s c rib e , a d m in is ­
te r , an d  d isp e n se  n o n -p o iso n o u s p la n t an d  
a n im a l su b s ta n c e s  a s  d e te rm in e d  b y  a  

fo rm u la ry  c o u n c il in  th e ra p e u tic  d o sa g e s; 
th e y  m a y  a d m in is te r  s e le c t a n e s th e tic s , 
a n tis e p t ic s , an d  ra d io p a q u e  su b s ta n c e s .

r.V-O *i-v:
- P A ^ r r * :,P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  an d  N u rse  P ra c tit io -  

frO  C 'V n ers b ased  o n  fo rm u la ry  and  w ritte n  
v .f  - ag reem en t w ith  s u p e rv is in g  p h y s ic ia n . 

P le a se  co n ta c t th e  M e d ic a l B o a rd  an d /o r 
N u rs in g  B o a rd  fo r  s p e c ific  re q u ire m e n ts 
an d  cu re n t s ta tu s  o f  la w s/re g u la tio n s . 
O p to m e tris ts  -  a d d itio n a l re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  
a  B o a rd  o f  O p to m e try  th e ra p e u tic  lic e n s e .

R 1  —  N u rse  M id w iv e s  m u st b e  C e r t ifie d  N u n c  
M id w iv e s  in  o rd e r to  p re sc rib e , and  

N u rse  P ra c tit io n e rs  m u st b e  C e r t ifie d  
- N u rse  P ra c titio n e rs  in  o rd e r to  p re s c rib e . 

O p to m e tris ts  lim ite d  to  to p ic a l 
o p h th o lm ic s .

S C  —  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is ta n ts  a re  c e rt ifie d  b y
B o a rd  o f  M e d ic a l E x a m in e rs  fo r  p re sc rip -  

, 1 , t iv e  a u th o rity  a n d  fo rm u la ry . E x te n d e d  
ro le  o f  N u rse  P ra c tit io n e r  c e r t ifie d  b y  
N u rs in g  B o a rd ; u n d e r a p p ro ve d  p ro to c o l 
fro m  N u rs in g  B o a rd . O p to m e tris ts  a re  
th e ra p e u tic a lly  c e r t if ie d  b y  d ie  B o a rd  o f  
E x a m in e rs  In  O p to m e try  fo r  lim ite d  
p re s c r ip t iv e  a u th o r ity .

S B  —  A  s ta tu te  p asse d  in  19 9 3  a llo w G  P h a rm a ­

c is ts  to  in it ia te  o r  m o d ify  d ru g  th e ra p y  
b y  p ro to c o l o r o th e r le g a l a u th o r ity  
e s ta b lis h e d  a n d  a p p ro ve d  w ith in  a  
lic e n se d  h e a lth  c a re  fa c ilit y  o r b y  a  
p ra c titio n e r a u th o rize d  to  p re sc rib e  d ru g s .

T N  —  C e r t if ie d  N u rse  P ra c tit io n e rs  h a v e  
d ep e n d e n t p re s c r ib in g  a u th o r ity .

T X  —  P h y s ic ia n  A s s is t a n t s  a n d  R e g is te re d  
N u rs e s  w h o  h a v e  a d v a n c e d  tra in in g  

m a y  p re s c r ib e  d a n g e ro u s  d ru g s  p e r 
p ro to c o l w ith  a  p ra c t it io n e r . P h y s ic ia n  
A s s is ta n ts  m u s t b e  re c o g n iz e d  b y  th e  
M e d ic a l B o a rd  a n d  h a v e  s p e c ia liz e d  
t r a in in g  a n d  e d u c a tio n . R e g is te re d  
N u rs e s  m u st b e  re c o g n iz e d  b y  th e  
N u rs in g  B o a rd  a n d  h a v e  s p e c ia liz e d  

t ra in in g  a n d  e d u c a tio n . P h a rm a c is ts  
m a y  p e rfo rm  s p e c if ic  a c ts  r e ls t in g  to  
d ru g  th e ra p y  m a n a g e m e n t u n d e r 
w r it te n  p ro to c o l fro m  a p ra c t it io n e r .

UT —  A P R N a  can  p re sc rib e  C - IIs  and  C - IH s

w ith  c o n s u lta tio n . N a tu ro p a th ic  D o c to rs  
m u st p re sc rib e  p u rsu a n t to  a s p e c if ic  
fo rm u la ry .

V A  —  In  V A , nurse p ra c tit io n e rs , in c lu d in g
n u rse  aDcthetisa an d  n u rse  m id w iv e s  &s 

w e ll a s  o th e r s p e c ia liz a tio n s  o f  n u rse  
p ra c titio n e rs  o re  lic e n se d  a s  “ n u rse  
p ra c tid o n a rs .”  “ P re s c r ip t iv e  a u th o r ity ”  is  
an  ad d-o n  to  the n u n c  p ra c titio n e r 
lic e n s e . A s  o f  J u ly  1 , 2 0 0 0 , n u rse  
p ra c tit io n e rs  w ith  p re s c r ip tiv e  authority 

L e g e n d  c o n tin u e s  o n  p a g e  7 2
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w ill  b e -a b le  

only.'^sr,
a jia 'p O T se u  C -V a  

^  D B ^  re g ia lrK k m . O n

s c r ip t iv e  th e
p h y s ic ia n  a s s is ta n tliQ e n s£ + A ff o f  J u ly  1 , 
2 0 0 1 , p h y s ic ia n  a M h t im t if f iia y  p re s c rib e  
a n d  p o sse ss C -V a  a fte r jo b tn in ln g  a  D E A  

i.  re g is tra tio n . O n  Ja n u a ry : 1,-2003;C - IV s  w ill 
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V T  —  C o n ta c t th e  B o a rd  o f  N u rs in g  fo r  sp e ­
c if ic  p re s c r ib in g  re q u ire m e n ts . 
N a tu ro p a th s  m a y  p re s c r ib e  p u rs u a n t to  
th e ir  fo rm u la ry .

WA — “Clinical Nurse SpecialiatT is not a
re c o g n iz e d  d e s ig n a tio n  im  th is  s ta te . A ll 
o th c.- n u rs e  p ra c tit io d e fs  a re  In c lu d e d  in  

'• A R N P  c la s s if ic a t io n . A R N P s  h a ve  in d e p e n ­
d e n t a u th o rity , fo r  C V  an d  le g e n d  d ru g s .

C o lla b o ra tiv e  a g re e m e n t w ith  p h y s ic ia n  
• • re q u ire d  fo r  C n - IV . N a tu ro p a th ic  P ra c tir io . 

n e ts  m a y  p re sc rib e  a  lim ite d  n u m b er o f 
i le g e n d  d ru g s , in c lu d in g  v ita m in s , m in e ra l 

- w h o le  g la n d  th y ro id . V ita m in  B „  p re p , 
a n t ib io t ic s , c o rt ic o s te ro id s , e tc . ( L is t  

■ a v a ila b le  fro m  W a sh in g to n  S ta te  B o a rd  o f 
P h a rm a c y .) T h e y  m a y  n o t p re sc rib e  

' c o n tro lle d  su b s ta n c e s .
W Y  —  P re s c r ib in g  a u th o rity  o n ly  fo r  th o se

d e s ig n a te d  os C e r t if ie d  A d v a n ce d  N u rse  

P ra c tit io n e r . M a y  b e  c e r t ifie d  in  s p e c ia lty  
a re a s in d ic a te d  w ith  an  a s te r is k  ( * ) . 
C e r t if ie d  A d v a n ce d  R e g is te re d  N u rse  
P ra c t it io n e r  m a y  n o w  p ro sc rib e  c o n tro lle d  
su b sta n ce s (C S  n - V ) . C e rt ific a tio n  m u st fa 

d o n e  w ith  N u rs in g  B o a rd  an d  re q u ire s  
a d d it io n a l e d u c a tio n  a n d  te s tin g  to  
re g td a r  A d v a n ce d  N u rse  P ra c tit io n e r .

• i - v . ? ■- J i'
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XXV. Dispensing Authority (corn.)

OB/GYN Pediatric
Nurse Nurse

State Practitioner Practitioner

Alabama Yes Yes
Alaska No A No A
Arizona Yes Yes
Arkansas No No

ITCalifornia Yes TT Yes
Colorado No No

Connecticut Yes A Yes A
Delaware Yes J Yes J
District of Columbia Yes UU Yes UU
Florida No No
Georgia Yes K Yes K
Guam Yes S Yes S

Hawaii No No
Idaho QQ QQ

wIllinois Yea W Yes
Indiana Yes NN Yes NN
Iowa No N No N

Kansas No No
Kentucky Yes V Yes V
Louisiana No No
Maine Yes . Yes
Maryland Yes 0 Yes 0
Massachusetts Yes Q Yes Q
Michigan Yes RR Yes RR
Minnesota Yes Yes
Mississippi No No- m
Missouri Yes T Yes T

Montana U U
Nebraska Yes V.W Yes V,W
Nevadu No No
New Hampshire Yes Yes
New Jersey -- ‘ amm

New Mexico Yes Yes
HNew York Yea H Yes

North Carolina Yes Y Yes Y
North Dakota Yes Yes

R, 0Ohio Yes R. 0 Yes
Oklahoma No No

AAOregon No AA No
Pennsylvania PP PP

DDPuerto Rico No DD No
Rhode Island No A No A

South Carolina No NO
South Dakota No No
Tennessee Yes Yes

FFTexas Yes FF Yes
Utah No No
Vermont Yes Yes

GGVirginia No GG No
Washington Yes II Yes• 4 n
West Virginia JJ JJ
Wisconsin No No
Wyoming A No No

Psychiatric
NurSC N aturopathic
P ractitioner O ptom etrist D octor

Yes Yes No
No A Yes B No
Yes Yea B Yes B
No No ' No
Yes TT Yes No
No No Yes G
Yes A Yes Yes B
Yes J Yes J No
Yes UU Yes No
No Yes Yes
Yes K Yes No
Yes S Yes B Yes
No Yes No I
QQ Yes D No
Yes W • No No
Yes NN • Yes B No
No N No W No
No Yes B No
Yes V Yet B No
No No NO
Ye* Yes Yes
No No No
Yes Q Yes Q No
Yea RR Yes SS No
Yes No No
No Limited No
Yes T Yes R No
U U U
Yes V.W Yes N/A
No Yes No
Yes Yes B, X Yea B
— No —
Yes Yes N/A
Yes H Yes H No
N/A No No
Yes No No
Yes R, 0 Yes 0 No
No No No
No AA Yes Yes
PP Limited No G
No DD No DD No DD
No A Limited, P No
No No No
No Yes No
Yes Yes No G
Yes FF Yes B No
No No No

Yea Yes Yes B
No GO No No
Yes D Yes Yes
JJ JJ JJ
No No No
No No No

Pije 7 6
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B —  
C —  
D —  
E —  
F —  
G —  
H —

I —

J —

K —

L —

A —  Any Nurse Practitioner must be advanced to 
dispense. (WY -  And certified.)
Limited formulary.
“ Yes" if also a Nurse Practitioner.
With special permltonly.
Except may dispense samples.
Registered Nurse may dispense in clinic.
Not licensed by this state.
A ll prescribers are subject to restrictions on 
dispensing. ConactBoajdoffiee.
Naturopathic Doctors arc only allowed to prescribe 
and dispense prescription drugs that are vitamins, 
minerals, amino adds, and fimy adds.
Only i f approved by the Board of Medical 
Practice.
Only by accordance with Pharmacy Board 
rules via a signed dispensing procedure and 
under the authority of a job description (PAs) 
or a nurse protocol.
Per ARNPs with prescriptive authority 
fonnulwy.

• Physician Assistants may only "supply" dregs.
> However, "Certified’ ' Clinical Nurse Special­
ists, "Certified” Nunc Mid wives, and 
“Certified'’ Nurse Practitioners (Advanced 
Registered Nunc Practitioner classifications) 
may do so.
Under specified conditions, such as certain clinics. 
Topical ophchalmics.
A practitioner in Massachusetts may “dis­
pense" a Schedule VI prescription dreg 
pursuant to specific guidelines or for immedi­
ate treatment of his or her patient Otherwise 
prohibited by Slate Controlled Substance Act 
May dispose only to his/her own patients. 
Based on National Specialty Scope of practice. 
Und*r authority of collaborative practice arrange­
ment with doaor and limited to 72-hour supply. 
MCA 37-2-104. Dispensing of drugs by 
medical practitioners unlawful -  excep­
tions, (1) Except as otherwise provided by 
this section, it is unlawful for a medical 
practitioner to engage, directly or indirectly, in 
the dispensing of dregs. (2) Nothing in this 
section prohibits: (a) a medical practitioner 
fro r furnishing a patient any drugs in an 
eracrgenry; (b) the administration of a unit 
dose of a drug to a patient by or under the 
supervision of such medical practitioner,
(c) dispensing a drug to a patient by a medical 
practitioner whenever there is no community 
pharmacy available to the patient: (U) the 
dispensing of drugs occasionally, but not as a 
usual course of doing business, by a medical 
practitioner, (e) a medical practitioner from 
dispensing dreg samples.
Samples only. (KY - noncontrolled substances.) 
When acting as agent of physician.
Only TPA-certified Optometrists.
Under rules of the Board of Pharmacy.
Except emergency medications.
Except in rural areas and student health centers 
and family planning clinics.
May dispense drugs or devices that arc the 
lawful property of the practirioner or a 
partnership or corporate entity which Is fully

M
N

0
P
Q

R —  
S —  
T —

U —

V —  
W —  
X —
Y —  
Z —  
AA —

BB —

CC
DD

EE

FF ■

CO —

HH —  

I I —

JJ —

KK —

LL —
MM—

NN —

00 —  
PP —

Q Q -

RR
SS
TT

UU —

W  —

owned by licensed practitioners. Drugs or 
dispensed must comply with the 

labeling requirements of state and federal laws 
and regulations.
Limited to veterinary products.
Pharmacy Act allows only pharmacists to 
dispense prescriptions.
Except for Veterinarians, dispensing is 
severely restricted. Contact the Board office. 
Physician Assistants (PAs) and Registered 
Nurses (RNs) who have advanced training 
may dispense their supervising physician's 
samples only. RNs must be recognized by the 
Nursing Bo*.-d. PAs must be recognized by 
the Medical Board. Both must have specialized 
training and education.
Except i f allowed to prescribe, may dispense 
manufacturer's samples only of those dregs 
authorized to prescribe.
Except for samples, must be licensed by Board 
o f Pharmacy.
Included in Advanced Registered Nurse 
Practitioner classification. CII-IV limited to 72 
hours.
State pharmacy law and Board regulations do 
not apply to these occupational groups. The 
Boards of Medicine, Osteopathy, Dental, 
Veterinarian, Registered Professional Nurses, 
and Optometry regulate these various 
occupational groups.
Dreg samples In towns with pharmacies; 
however, they can dispense prepackaged 
medicines that have been packaged by 
someone licensed to do so (I.e., Pharmacist) in 
rural settings where no pharmacy is available. 
Only if certified.
I f  licensed to prescribe, may dispense only 
items on their protocol.
“Advanced Practice Nunes” presumably have 
dispensing authority, although it is not 
explicitly authorized. The stare does not 
necessarily recognize each listed nursing 
specialty.
No such designation in this state.
Limited, based on formulary and written 
agreement with supervising physician.
Certified Nurse Mid wives, Clinical Nurse 
Specialists, Nurse Practitioners, and Registered 
Nurse Anesthetists may dispense (C-II only in 
an emergency).
Under delegation and restrictions apply.
Limited drugs.
PAs and oil NPs may provide medication 
pursuant to a protocol with a pmscriber i f 
prepackaged by the manufacturer, physician, or 
pharmacist.
Only nurse practitioners, clinical nune 
specialists, nurse mid wives, and nurse 
anesthetists who are licensed by the DC Board 
of Nursing as on advanced practice registered 
nuree have dispensing authority.
Therapeutically certified optometrist may 
supp ly  w ithout charge limited d iagnostic and 
therapeutic agents.

2002*2003 
National Association 
of Boards of Pharmacy

Survey
Pharmacy
Law
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Frank H. Murkowski, Governor

Division of Occupational Licensing
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1500, Anchorage, AK 99501-3567
Telephone: (907) 269-8160 • Fax: (907) 269-8156 • Text Telephone: (907) 465-5437
Email: License@dced.state.ak.us • Website: www.dced.state.ak.us/occ/
ALASKA STATE MEDICAL BOARD Telephone: 907/269-8163 ♦ Fax: 907/269-8196

March 8. 2004

The Honorable Frank H. Murkowski 
Governor of Alaska 
Post Office Box 110001 
Juneau AK  99811-0001

Governor Murkowski, the Alaska State Medical Board urges you and your colleagues in the legislature to 
defeat House Bill 434 and Senate Bill 306 relating to the practice of "naturopathic medicine” in Alaska.

In a recent teleconference meeting, board members were unanimous in their strong opposition to the 
proposed legislation for a variety of reasons.

The principles of naturopathy are based on the belief that the body is self-healing, that the patient’s "vital 
force" is restored by ridding the body of "toxins." As scientists, we find this simplistic approach to 
human ailments to be in direct conflict with the science-based knowledge of body physiology and 
pathology as taught to allopathic medical physicians (M.D.s) and osteopathic physicians (D.O.s) . The 
danger of this approach is that patients with serious diseases will rely solely on the treatments provided 
by practitioners of naturopathy ignoring the treatments proven to be safe and effective by a science- 
based medical physician.

In 1968, in a report entided "Independent Practitioners under Medicare," the United States Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare concluded:

“Naturopathic theory and practice are not based on the body of basic knowledge 
related to health, disease, and health care which has been widely accepted by the 
scientific community. Moreover, irrespective of its theory, the scope and quality of 
naturopathic education do not prepare the practitioner to make an adequate diagnosis 
and provide appropriate treatment.”

In a paper entided "Naturopathy: A  Monograph," Kimball C. Atwood, MD, Massachusetts Medical 
Society for the Massachusetts Special Commission on Complementary and Alternative Medical 
Practitioners, April, 2001, wrote:

“Licensure offers regulation to protect the public. Regulators must hold health 
professions to a very high standard, since considerable damage can occur as a result of 
treatment by incompetent practitioners. To be considered a h e a lth  profession, an 
occupation must be able to demonstrate an objective, scientific, and ethical basis. 
Naturopathy fails to meet this standard."

“P m m n t i n n  a  h a z l t h x /  a r r t n n m t /  o n r l  u lw n / i

mailto:License@dced.state.ak.us
http://www.dced.state.ak.us/occ/
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As the regulatory body entrusted with the responsibility for the licensure and discipline of physicians in 
our state, it is our opinion that the education and training attained by those who practice naturopathy 
does not prepare them adequately in modern pharmacology nor are they sufficiently trained and skilled 
to perform surgical procedures. Contrast the four-year education received by the naturopath consisting 
of two years of didactic training and two years of clinical training against the typically eight to twelve 
years of education and training received by allopathic and osteopathic physicians.

While some would give the impression that naturopathy is a widely accepted and approved form of 
health care, only 12 states license naturopaths in this country. The majority of those 12 states do not 
permit naturopaths to prescribe controlled substances or perform surgeries.

Naturopaths are currently licensed in Alaska. They are regulated but there is no formal, appointed 
board that provides oversight W ith the predominance of remote practice and the lack of on-site 
supervision or support it would not serve the Alaskan public well to  be in the lead for states to expand 
the scope of practice for other health care practitioners. In fact the bourd believes that the safety of 
our patients would be at risk.

In the best interests of our patients, we urge you, Governor Murkowski, and our legislators, to defeat 
these bills.

On behalf of the members of the Alaska State Medical Board, and all physicians in the state, thank you, 
sir, for your support

David M. Head, MD, Chair 
Alaska State Medical Board

x c Members, Alaska State Senate
Members, Alaska State House of Representatives
Richard K. Urion, Director, Division of.Occupatlonal Licensing
Alex Matter, MD, President, Alaska State Medical Association

H:\Word\Mir-2004\HM34-SB3W.doc
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Testimony Provided by Alex Malter, MD,
President, Alaska State Medical Association 

Before the State o f Alaska House Judiciary Committee,
Regarding SB 306 -  Practice o f  Naturopathy

Representative McGuire, Committee Members:

The Alaska State Medical Association (ASMA) represents physicians statewide and primarily 
works to ensure that Alaskans receive high quality healthcare. ASMA urges the committee to not 
support SB 306. The legislation would not enhance patient care nor would it improve access to 
care.

Training for naturopaths is less rigorous than that for medical doctors, in both length and depth o f 
study. Its emphasis on natural healing does not allow students sufficient time to fully learn the in 
depth pathology, physiology and pharmacology needed to treat most medical conditions. A list 
compiled by the American Association o f Naturopaths (Attachment 1) shows the different 
treatment modalities studied by naturopaths. Such a broad curriculum cannot allow the time 
needed to master the appropriate use o f prescription drugs.

We are not convinced that the first two years o f naturopath and medical schools are the same. But 
for any courses that actually did cover material in the same detail, medical students might still be 
expected to master the content better than naturopaths. This is because students are only admitted 
to medical school if they’ve excelled in sciences as undergraduates and then passed rigorous 
entrance exams.

By comparison, we are not aware o f similar admission tests for naturopath schools and some don’t 
even require a college degree for enrollment. (While the naturopath doctors have argued this isn’t 
true for programs accredited for Alaskan licensure, the HESS committee heard testimony two 
days ago o f a Bastyr student without a prior college degree enrolled in a ND program.)

But more importantly, medical students spend at least an additional four years in school and 
residency before licensure. These “clinical years” emphasize the appropriate and safe use o f  
medicines, and are the backbone o f physicians’ training. Naturopath programs do not require 
such residencies, and the last two years o f their school are more focused on non-pharmacological 
treatments.

Thus, while physicians are only licensed after completing six years o f training, SB 306 would 
allow naturopaths to prescribe after just four years, none o f  which primarily emphasize the safe 
and effective use o f prescription drugs. This could be unsafe for patients.



Some have argued that naturopaths are more qualified to prescribe than physician assistants and 
others with fewer years o f  training. We respectfully disagree. PA ’s are only licensed after 
they’ve completed clinical internships that immerse them in the appropriate use o f prescription 
drugs. It is not simply the numbers o f  years o f training that qualifies one to prescribe, but rather 
the content and focus o f  training.

ASMA also does not believe naturopaths are qualified to  perform minor surgery. Suturing 
lacerations and removing moles can be complex. The decisions involved with selecting optimal 
closure or biopsy type (and the associated risks) are not mastered after a short course o f study.
For example, while it may seem simple to biopsy a mole, it is more complex to determine what 
type o f biopsy is best for which lesions, or to assess which lesions could be cancerous and at 
higher risk o f  spreading if  diagnosed or biopsied incorrectly. As surgeons are quick to point out: 
there is no such thing as “minor surgery” there are just minor surgeons....

Beyond the question o f  whether naturopath’s scope o f practice should be expanded, some reviews 
even question the safety and efficacy o f  the field’s current treatment methods. A comprehensive 
2001 analysis for the M assachusetts Special Commission on Complementary and Alternative 
Medical Practice found Naturopathy could sometimes be dangerous and concluded: “no amount 
o f  regulation is likely to mitigate this fact” .1 Medicare has also expressed reservations about the 
naturopathy practice (Attachment 2).

While these conclusions may sound alarmist, I personally cared for a young woman who had a 
tragic outcome when a naturopath treated her three months for “chronic fatigue syndrome” and 
failed to diagnose her lymphoma while it was still at a treatable stage.

Finally, expan.-hrig the scope o f  practice for the 30 or so naturopaths in Alaska will not likely 
improve access to  care in the state. We are not aware o f many naturopaths practicing in those 
rural areas in which access issues are most critical. And for seniors having problems with access, 
Medicare does not typically reimburse naturopaths anyway.

In summary, ASMA believes it would be unwise and unsafe for the State o f Alaska to effectively 
endorse the practice o f naturopaths by granting them the broad expansion o f privileges granted in 
SB 306.

ASMA recommends that a panel be set up to work on this issue over the interim, comprised o f  
physicians, naturopaths and other interested parties. As President, I give my word that the 
Association will make every effort to work toward a solution that is safe for patients and 
satisfactory to doctors and naturopaths. This panel could ideally suggest provisions for a 
replacement bill for the next session.

Also, we respectfully suggest that in the future, bills like SB 306 dealing with scope o f  practice 
issues should be referred to the HESS Committee for review. We believe HESS brings more 
expertise to  these issues, and that its “institutional wisdom” allows the most thoughtful 
consideration for bills dealing with health related issues.

1. KC Atwood, Naturopathy: A Monograph, For the Massachusetts Special Commission on 
Complementary and Alternative Medical Practitioners, Mass. Medical Society, April, 2001



Attachment I: The Professional Scope of Practice for Naturopaths*

The professional scope of practice for naturopathic physicians is defined in the AANP guidelines below:

1. The scope o f naturopathic physician’s practice is eclectic and dynamic in nature.

2. Naturopathic physicians are trained to understand and utilize a wide variety o f therapeutic 

modalities and to select the treatment that, hi their opinion, best serves the patient’s condition.

3. The types o f therapeutics a physician may choose from include, but are not limited to:

a. Acupuncture

b. Botanical medicine

c. Clinical nutrition and nutritional counseling

d. Electrohydraotherapy

e. Homeopathy

f. Light and air therapy

g. Massage therapy/neuro-muscular technique

h. Natural childbirth

i. Naturopathic manipulative technique 

j. Orthopedics

k. Physical medicine

1. Psychotherapy and counseling 

m. Soft tissue manipulation 

m Surgery

o. Use o f appropriate pharmacological agents

* From: American Association o f  Naturopathic Physicians. (1998) AANP Definition o f 
Naturopathic Medicine: Adopted November 1989, Rippling River Convention, Seattle, WA. 
(HJ Hough, PhD, C Dower, JD, EH  O ’Neil, PhD. Profile o f  a  Profession: Naturopathic Practice, 
Center for the Health Professions University o f California, San Francisco. Sept 2001, pp 41-42)



Attachment 2: Conclusion o f M edicare’s Report on Naturopaths*

Conclusions:

Naturopathic theory and practice are not based on the body o f basic knowledge related to health, 

disease, and health care wliich has been widely accepted by the scientific community.

Moreover, irrespective o f its theory, the scope and quality o f naturopathic education do not 

prepare the practitioner to make an adequate diagnosis and provide appropriate treatment.

* Department o f  Health, Education, and Welfare, Independent Practitioners under Medicare -  
December, 1968
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May 7,2004

Honorable Lesil McGuire 
Chair, House Judiciary Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: Concerns relating to SB 306, “An Act relating to the practice of naturopathic medicine”

Dear Chairwoman McGuire;

The Alaska Nurses Association is concerned about the current version o f SB 306, “An Act relating to the 
practice o f naturopathic medicine.” We are concerned that the bill does not thoroughly provide for patient 
safety and will not support its passage until such protections are put into place.

First, prescriptive power and expansion of scope o f practice under an existing license should be limited to 
licensees who are overseen by a regulatory board. Such Boards should include public members and the 
appropriate licensed professional to ensure safe practice by oversight and prevent abuse. Although cost 
will always be a concern, the board should be self supporting, through licensing fees.

Second, we oppose the blanket approval of prescriptive authority being granted over controlled 
substances, specificallv over schedules IIIA and IVA. Proscriptive authority should be limited to the 
appropriate dirugs to which the naturopaths have received extensive training and arc in line with the type 
o f medicine that they normally practice. Such limitations will limit patients’ exposure to harm, focus the 
training for initial licensing and continuing competence, and limit potential abuse.

Final lv, although AaNA continues to be concerned about the access to medical care for patients in the 
Mate, it is imperative that any expansion of the naturopaths’ practice be done in a comprehensive way that 
accounts for patient safety, oversight o f the practice, and is appropriate given the accredited standards for 
training naturopaths. AaNA encourages the House Health, Education and Social Services Committee to 
delay passage o f this bill until all questions are adequately answered. If  this bill needs to be revisited next 
session, we look forward to supporting it once thorough considerations for patient safety and safe 
expansion of practice have been addressed.

Sincerely,

Camille Soleil, JD 
Executive Director

CC: House Judiciary Members

http://www.aknurso.org
mailto:aknursc@aknurse.org
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My name Is Juno Plnnell-Stephens, and I have been a librarian for more than 30 years, I’m also 
p a s t - p r e s i d e n t  and a current board member of the Alaska Civil Liberties Union, and I am speaking 
on their behalf today in opposition to this bill.

At oach of the hearings I’ve attended for this bill, committee members have been told that federal 
funds under tho Family Educational Rights Privacy Act, or FERPA, may bo at risk if the bill Isn't 
passed. This allegation 19 simply not true.

FERPA roqulros that parents of students have a right to examine the records maintained by 
educational Institutions for their children under age 18, Setting aside the question of whether 
library circulation records even qualify under FERPA, the current law already allows parents to 
soo circulation information from school libraries.

FERPA, howovor, does not apply to public libraries for the simple reason that public libraries don't 
havo students. Quoting from the law, “the term 'student' Includes any person with respect to 
whom an educational agency or institution maintains education records or personally identifiable 
information, but does not Include a person who has not been In attendance at such agency 
or institution.” Clearly, nothing in FERPA would cover the records of anyone merely chocking 
books out of a public library. The suggestion that federal funding could be at risk under FERPA 
bocause we don’t allow access to public library records is absurd.

Another soction of FERPA covers students In postsecondary Institutions. Again quoting from the 
law, “Whenever a student has attained eighteen years of age, or Is attending an Institution of 
postsecondary education, the permission or consent required of and the rights accorded 
to the parents of the student shall thereafter only be required of end accorded to the 
student.” Wo havo many students at the university younger than 18. I know one young woman 
who oarned enough credits at UAF to complete her freshman year by the time she had gradualed 
from high school at age 18. Earlier this spring, I gave a guest lecture on campus and asked the 
class if any of them were under 18 ~ four of the approximately 30 students raised their hands. I 
contend that this bill, since it does not provide for this transfer of rights undor FERPA for younger 
students In postsecondary Institutions, Is likely to endanger, not protect, those federal funds. At 
the very (oast, you should resolve this question before passing this bill as It is written.

There are many places In our statutes where we recognize the wishes of minors over tho 
objections of their parents. For example, minors can be married as young as 14 if a judgo allows 
It because tho parents are in disagreement among themselvos or unfit to decide the matter. 
(25.05.17) Most of these statutes are In place to protect the minors from abuse by their parents. 
Having officially recognized that not all parents fit the 02Zle and Harriet mold, why now pass a bill 
that could placo a minor at risk If he or she has chocked out a book on abuse, not for a school 
report, but to help cope with a grim family situation?

Finally, there Is an explicit right to privacy in tho state constitution, a right that Is riot limited by 
ago. I was reminded in an earlier hearing that the Legislature has the responsibility to develop 
laws to implement that right. However, I doubt that the courts would support laws passed under 
the implementation language if they effectively nullify the right. I urge you to support the rights of 
young adults who will be assuming their roles as adults In our communities, possibly in your 
seats, soonorthan we can believe,

Thank you.
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FAX: 907-465-6592

House Judiciary Committee Members:

It is a privilege to advocate for the passage of Senate Bill 305. I am a Licensed 
Naturopath working for Eastern Aleutian Tribes. I am an Alaska Native originally 
from Sand Point, in the Shumagin Islands. I've been working for EAT for the past 
2 years serving the communities of Sand Point, King Cove, Nelson Lagoon, Cold 
Bay, False Pass, Akutan, Adak, and Whittier. I also do consulting services with 
Southcentral Foundation at the Alaska Native Medical Center in the hopes of 
developing a Naturopathic Program. Doing health promotion and disease 
prevention is the focus of my work, along with being the Diabetes Coordinator 
and director for Complementary and Alternative Medicine in our region. I work 
with Medical Doctors, Physician Assistants, Family Nurse Practitioners, 
Community Health Aide Practitioners, Behavioral Health, and Community Health 
Advocates In our Wellness-based Integrative Health Outreach Program.

As stated in SB 306, Naturopathic Physicians undergo a rigorous 4 year doctoral 
program after finishing 4 years (or more) of Pre-Medicine at accredited 
universities. We are trained very similariy to Medical Doctors, but have a 
specialty in Wellness-oriented medicine with a focus in natural therapies. For 
example, I am a specialist in Oriental Medicine with an extra 4 years of advanced 
training/fellowships in Chinese Herbal medicine and Acupuncture. I am also a 
licensed Naturopathic Physician in the State of Oregon, and possess a DEA 
license for that state.

What SB 306 does for my practice is allow me to practice as I have been trained. 
Bush Alaska, as you know, has a shortage of Primary Care Practitioners. 
Naturopaths are trained to be Primary Care Practitioners. Often, I am called to 
do things that are above my scope of practice -  as many communities just have 
Community Health Aides. I have an Emergency Medicine background, having 
served as an Advanced EMT for Cold Bay for 5 years. This comes in handy as I 
travel the Aleutians. Currently, Health Aides are allowed to prescribe more 
medications than I can -  even though my training in Pharmacology is on par with 
Medical Doctors. Naturopaths are trained to “do no harm" -  as the Hippocratic 
Oath we take. When we employ medicine, whether herbal or otherwise, we hold 
this out as one of our fundamental doctrines. Of course, sometimes we need to 
employ more dramatic measures -  including minor surgery and the use of



Pharmaceutical drugs. In that case, it is “do the least harm." SB306 will allow 
us to practice commensurate with our education, and also allow us to work better 
with other health care practitioners in the management of our patient's 
medications. My colleagues and I in Alaska employ the latest in Evidence- 
based, Best-Practice oriented medical approaches. Drug/drug, Drug/herb and 
Drug/nutrient depletions are researched for each patient -  as we strive to avoid 
Iatrogenic, or “doctor-induced” disease. In my case, I employ a PDA with the 
latest drug Information downloaded weekly, as there are changes to drug 
information all the time. As ND’s we are held to the highest standards. We refer 
when necessary, and work side-by-side our Allopathic partners. EAT has won 
awards in its Integrated Health Program as a Community Health Center -  and is 
leading the way in Wellness-based medical approaches designed to address 
Mind, Body, and Spirit. I am honored to work with the health care team in this 
region. SB 306 will help us to Integrate further, and allow me to provide the 
people of the Aleutian region truly holistic health support. Thank you for allowing 
me to testify.

EASTERN ALEUTIAN TRIBES 
3380 C Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
907-177-1440 Anchorage 
907-383-3151 Sand Point (currently) 
gary.f@gci.net

mailto:gary.f@gci.net
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Gene Meiergerd RN, LMT
Licensed Massage Therapist

Movement Toward Health
February 15,2004

Senator Ralph Seekins 
Representative Jim Holm 
Alaska State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

ATTN: Senator Seekins
Representative Holm

I am writing this letter to support the legislative bill an “Act relating to naturopathic 
physicians” . As a practicing RN for over 25 years and a  certified therapeutic massage 
therapist I have had the opportunity to interact with Dr. Dan Young on several occasions.
I have found him to be professional, knowledgeable and competent as well as going out of 
his way to see that patients receive the best possible care.

I support legislation that allows naturopathic physicians to practice in accord with their 
education, and the full scope o f  their training. This legislation offers Alaskans freedom of 
choice in their healthcare, and improved access to effective and safe complementary 
medical practices. This can only benefit the healthcare community in this great state o f 
Alaska. Please support this bill.

Sincerely,
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February 18,2004 

To Whom It May Concern:

I am ecstatically happy with the care I have received from Eagle River Naturopathic Medical Center 
over the past 4 years. Let me give you an overview of my history and why I chose 
Dr. Daniel Young as my primary care giver.

I am now experiencing the progressive aspect of a disease that only Dr. Young had the insight to 
diagnose. Due to the inability of Naturopaths to write prescriptions, I am forced to visit an MD so I can 
receive the prescription medication I am in need of. Were my Naturopath able to write prescriptions, 1 
would have saved over $500.00 out of pocket, my insurance which is partially paid by the State, would 
have saved over $3000.00. I  would have more'food in my cupboards, and my primary care provider 
would have an improved understanding of what I  am dealing with.

Approximately 5 years ago, I began having “attacks”. My heart rate would skyrocket to over 160 beats 
per minute and my blood pressure would soar. It took me about a year, many doctor visits, a few ER 
visits with the afor-mentioned symptoms, and a few prescriptions to mask the symptoms, to finally get a 
clue that the mainstream medical community was oblivious to any problem that would cause these 
symptoms. They checked my heart; it was beautiful, so I  ruled that out. Wc went through blood tests of 
every sort (except allergy and thyroid antibody test), and the results stumped them. I knew something 
was awry. The mainstream medical community, who theoretically had more medical intelligence than I 
did, was letting me down.

I was fed up with the mainstream medical community and looked into Naturopathy. It was the best 
decision I ever made. I went to Dr. Young in an almost suicidal state. 1 felt lost, confused and at the 
worst health and emotional state I had ever been. After our initial discussion and having blood drawn, I 
went home with a regimen for self healing. . . .

When blood tests results were back, I was diagnosed with Hashimoto’s Thyroiditis, allergies and 
tendencies towards hypoglycemia. Within six weeks, Dr. Young’s regimen had me feeling like a 
healthy human being, For the first time in years, I lost weight, was thinking clearer and the depression I 
had been experiencing was all but gone, l i f e  was good.

I was in an auto accident in August, 2003, and visited a Chiropractor for 27 adjustments. After an issue 
with the Chiropractor regarding the adjustments causing more problems, I asked Dr. Young if he, as a 
Naturopath, would help me with my pain issues. I explained the situation to him and after two visits 
with Dr. Young, I am doing better than I have since the accident.

The State of Alaska needs to come into the 21st Century and recognize Naturopathic Medicine.
In allowing Naturopath’s to prescribe prescription drugs and do minor surgeries, the state, the insurance 
companies, the families of patients, and most importantly, the patient and doctor, would benefit.

Again, I would like to point out that if  HB 434 and SB 306 are put into effect, it would 3ave myself, and 
my insurance (which the state'pays for) money..........................................  , ;

I support HB 434 and SB 306, and ask that, you do, too. .

Jeri Westbrook 
7362 W. Parks Hwy #323 
Wasilla, AK 99654
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5-11-04

To: Representative Lesil McGuire 

FAX: 907 465 6592

RH: SB 306 scheduled to be heard in H-JUD today

From: Cathy Giessel, MS, FNP-CS 
cgiessel@mac.com

12701 Ridgewood Road 
Anchorage, AK 99516 

907 345 5470

Representative McGuire,

I have been online for the last 3 days, waiting to deliver this testimony on SB 306 
personally. I still wish to do that However, I may not be able to do so at 10 AM today 
because of patients I am scheduled to see as a healthcare provider.

Please accept this written testimony, in case I cannot speak myself.

I have heard that you are considering delegating review and resolution of this 
issue to a collaborative task force representing the various healthcare professions. I 
applaud that innovative idea! 1 believe that It will produce the best result for Alaska.

I have expressed, via lobbyist John Bitney, my interest in seeing an Advanced 
Nurse Practitioner on that committee. You will see in my testimony that Advanced 
Nurse Practitioners are already collaborating with Naturopathic Doctors in this state. I 
believe that our perspective would be valuable to the process.

Thank you for your hard work on finding a reasonable approach to this issue.

Resnectfullv.

mailto:cgiessel@mac.com
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HOUSE JUDICIARY 
SB 306 
TESTIMONY

Cathy Giessel
I am an advanced nurse practitioner providing healthcare in Anchorage, bom and raised 
in Fairbanks.

I am testifying as an individual though I have involvement in:
Alaska Board of Nursing, Advanced Nurse Practitioner member and Board Secretary 
Alaska Nurse Practitioner Association, Legislative Affairs Liaison and Public Relations Chair 
American Academy of Nurse Practitioners. State Representative 
Anchorage Health and Human Services Commission

I am testifying to encourage a NO vote on SB 306 in order to allow more time for a 
deliberate process of review and refinement. In its present form it does not represent the 
best practice of medicine for the Alaska public.

My concerns about this biil have been expressed since this bill was introduced 3 short 
months ago. I have communicated my concerns to the bill sponsors as well as the various 
committees who have heard it. I testified before the H-HESS committee on May 6 on the 
companion, HB 434, and have been on the phone waiting to testify before H-JUD for the 
last 3 days.

1 also want you to know that I have worked with naturopaths and have great respect for 
their knowledge of botanicais and the use of herbs in treating some illnesses and 
promoting wellness.

However, I have some concerns:

1. Public safety
Naturopaths are not trained in conventional medicine and the use_of conventional 

pharmaceutical agents.

There has been much discussion about their basic training compared to a medical 
doctor. This is really of secondary importance to me. As all of you realize, the basic 
training in whatever profession your pursue only gives you...basic training. It was 
after you begin to apply the basic knowledge In daily practice of your chosen 
profession that you develop expertise.

It is one thing to take a course in pharmacology. It is quite another to apply the 
information from that course in daily practice. This is the difference between medical 
and naturopathic education and experience.

What are prescription drugs?
Legend drugs - antibiotics, drugs for high blood pressure, diabetes, migraines and most 
medications in general; prescription can be written to be refilled for one year.
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You have probably received an antibiotic. I have people walk into my office and ask for 
certain antibiotic -  but it is not that simple.

Steps:
1. First I have to determine if on antibiotic is appropriate,
2. Then -w hat bacteria am I treating, which will determine what type of antibiotic 

to prescribe?
3. What resistance patterns exist that would preclude using certain medications?
4. What is the patient’s history of antibiotic use and how will this impact which 

medication I prescribe?
5. What best practice guidelines, if any, have demonstrated by research to be the 

most effective?
6. Finally -  docs the patient have any drug allergies... and how do I safely 

prescribe around that allergy?

These questions are decided on a case by case consideration; it is not a “cookbook” 
process. The decision making requires up-to-date knowledge and experience. The skills 
arg-not gained in aLCOurse taken during basic training one year, 5 years. 25 years ago.

Each year I spend several thousand dollars and countless hours maintaining my 
prescribing expertise. This is not because I am a nurse practitioner. It is because this 
level of dedication is necessary to safely and effectively prescribe - any MD does the 
same. Medicine is a dynamic science, changing on an almost daily basis.

Prescribing is a serious responsibility. It is not a casual process but one that requires 
constant attention and ongoing education. This is difficult to do if a person’s focus is on 
another philosophy of healthcare such as naturopathy.

Then there arc the controlled substances. The Federal Drug Enforcement Administration
oversees this level of prescribing
Controlled substances have abuse potential and are ranked:
Schedule I - very restricted use; research only - example: cocaine, TCP, heroin, ecstacy, 
LSD, marijuana
Schedule II - high potential for abuse which may lead to severe psychological or 
physical dependence; prescriptions cannot have any refills, must be rewritten each time 
prescribed. Examples: morphine, Demerol, oxycodone, cocaine precursors, duragesic, 
Ritalin, raw opium.
Schedule m  - moderate to low physical dependence or high psychological dependence, 
prescriptions will be in effect only 6 months and will need to be rewritten every 6 
months. Examples: hydrocodone, fiorinal, testosterone and other anabolic steroids, 
vicodin.
Schedule IY - low abuse potential but may lead to limited physical or psychological 
dependence, prescriptions will be in effect only 6 months and will need to be rewritten 
every 6 months. Examples: Darvon, darvocet, midrin, Librium, xanax, Valium, sonata, 
ambien



Schedu le V  - low abuse potential and may or may not require a prescription. Examples: 
robitussin with codeine, kaolin pectin, lomotil.

Controlled substances cany a yet higher level of responsibility in prescribing -  
appropriateness, duration, amount prescribed -  all-important considerations with these 
more dangerous medications. In addition, the prescriber must become adept at 
identifying drug seeking behavior and how to handle those types of situations.

So how do other states handle prescriptive authority of controlled substances for 
Naturopathic Doctors? A visit to the DEA website -  Naturopathic Doctors are listed 
under “midlevel” providers and shows that:

Only 4  states authorize Naturopathic Doctors to prescribe controlled substances. Three 
states allow only the non-narcotic drugs from these schedules or testosterone only.
AZ is only state that authorizes schedules 2-5 for Naturopathic Doctors and tAZ has a 
naturopathic_regulatory oversight board. What statutes and regulations are in place in 
AZ? I don’t know. But you are about to make a decision on this and you should know 
the answer to this question to wisely make this change in naturopathic scope of practice.

I havs_worked with NDs.and that they are,very knowledgeable about botanicals and herbs 
and.their use in healthcare. But there is a very significant difference between knowledge 
of natural substances in healing and use of prescription medications. This does not mean 
that NDs are uneducated or badly prepared or bad people. It simply recognizes that they 
have specialized in a very different approach to healing and this difference is not casually 
bridged bv a legislative action such as SB 306.

2.The regulatory oversight provided in SB 306 is very superficial.
The peer review committee is made up of three naturopaths who are 
overseeing their fellow naturopaths. None of them have conventional training 
to prepare them to oversee this serious expansion of scope. An appropriate 
regulatory board would include members from the conventional medical 
profession and pharmacists, as well as consumers.

The bill provides for the prescription or administration of intravenous "substances'1 
108.45.120(2)). What are these substances? I could find no definition. If you don’t 
know either, you probably don’t want to authorize its administration into someone’s vein.

3 THIS IS NOT URGENTLY NEEDED LEGISLATION:
.Lrecommend a more-deliberate review of the legislation with a collaborative effort by the 
professionals concerned. There is time to do this. Here’s why:

There are only 29 ND listed on the Division of Occupational Licensing website with 
Alaska addresses.
25 of the Naturopathic Doctors have addresses in Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau -  
that is 86% of Naturopathic Doctors located in Alaska cities where conventional



MAY-11-2004 07:10 P .05/05

Tn addition -  and this is very important -  many Naturopathic Doctors have_an_Advanced 
Nurse Practitioner practicing in their clinics with them. A few Advanced Nurse 
Practitioners are partners or co-owners in clinics with the Naturopathic Doctor.
This means that many Naturopathic Doctor patients already have easy access to 
conventional care right in those clinics. There is no inconvenience to the patient; there is 
no battier to appropriate healthcare deliveiy.

This legislation is not an urgent necessity.

healthcare is readily available fo r referral.

CONCLUSION:
Many of you on this committee did not know anything about naturopathy 3 months ago. 
You may not know as much as you need to know right now.

Naturopathic Doctors are a knowledgeable and caring group of providers who are expert 
in their field of using natural substances. But both House HESS and Judiciary have heard 
examples from NDs of cases that they felt they were treating appropriate! v._that Dr. 
Malter pointed ouLwere notin line with conventional medicine's treatment standards. It 
usually works out best for everyone, primarily the public, if we all stick to doing what we 
do best.

This is a bad time to be making a hasty decision on such serious healthcare legislation. 1 
suggest that there is more information that you need to review to make a sound, wise 
decision on this matter. You have been entrusted to be the gatekeepers. This is a huge 
responsibility. I would u rgeyouto  give yourself the time and information you need by 
not passing this bill today, but instead delegating the issue to further consideration and 
review.

THANK YOU for your hard work for Alaska in the Legislature.

Cathy Giessel, MS, FNP-CS 
cgiessel@mac.com

12701. Ridgewood Road 
Anchorage, AK 99516 
907 345 5470

TOTAL P.05
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Senator Ralph Seekins
District D

MEMORANDUM

Date: May 7, 2004

To: Office o f  Representative McGuire

From: Senator Ralph Seekins 

Re: Request for Hearing o f SB 306

Attached please find Senate Bill 306 along with a concomitant sponsor statement and other 
related information.

Senate Bill 306 updates statutes pertaining to the practice o f  naturopathic medicine.

I respectfully request this bill be scheduled on the Senate floor at your earliest convenience. 
Thank you.

mailto:ins@legis.slate.ak.us
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Session:
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Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us

Senator Ralph Seekins
District D

______________ Senate B ill 306 S p on sor S tatem ent ,__________
“An Act relating to the practice of naturopathic medicine.”

The proposed legislation serves to update 17-year old statutes pertaining to the practice of 
naturopathic medicine. In so doing, Alaskans accessibility to safe, comprehensive, high-quality 
health care services will be significantly enhanced.

Key elements o f this legislation are as follows:

1. Safeguards Alaskans use o f naturopathic medicine by ensuring the highest quality care possible is 
provided by licensed, well trained, and professionally examined naturopathic physicians. These 
physicians have undergone rigorous course study provided through federally approved 
naturopathic medical schools.

2. Adds new continuing education requirements whereby practitioners are subject to a state and 
national examination process. Furthermore, a peer review process w ill be implemented to provide 
oversight and complaint resolution through the Division o f Occupational Licensing.

3. Establishes a scope o f practice to include the performance o f minor surgery in accordance with 
requisite education and training.

4. Authorizes prescriptive rights for legend drugs and controlled substances allowed under DEA 
Schedule III, IV and V conditioned upon: DEA licensure; pharmacology training, and; execution 
o f a collaborative agreement with a licensed MD overseeing the protocols and practices under 
which these drugs can be prescribed.

5. Establishes a qualified trade association o f naturopathic physicians to work with the Division o f 
Occupational Licensing towards the implementation o f regulations requiring specific state and 
federal examinations and licensure requirements. The association w ill be self-funded.

Like allopathic (aka medical) physicians, naturopathic physicians undergo four years o f 
undergraduate pre-professional training followed by an intensive 4 year doctoral program 
emphasizing both academic and clinical studies within the scope o f primary care,

It is important that our state laws reflect the high level education that naturopathic physicians 
receive while also providing some sideboards with respect to the methods and means by which 
this type o f health care is provided.

The practice o f naturopathic medicine was first licensed in Alaska 17 years ago. It is now time to 
revisit these statutes and apply a fresh coat o f paint where needed. The proposed legislation 
neatly accomplishes this necessary purpose.

4/28/04

mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


FISCAL NOTE

2004 LEG ISLAT IVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 306
(S) Publish Date: ’ 2/27/04

S T A T E  O F ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1_____

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):____________________ Dept. Affected;__________ DCED________
Title Naturopathic Medicine_________________________RDU Occupational Licensing (117)
__________________________________________________________Component Occupational Licensing
Sponsor Senators Seekins, Dyson. Green________________ _________________________
Requester Senate Labor & Commerce____________________ Component No. 2360

Expend itu res /R evenues_________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)_______________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPIT; L EXPENDITURES I
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE____________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate papa if necessary)

SB 306 makes amendments to the Naturopathic licensing statutes. No new funds are required to 
implement the changes in this bill.

Prepared by: Jennifer Strickler, Administrative Manager____________________  Phone (907) 465-2144
Division Occupational Licensing____________________________________  Date/Time 2/12/04 4:05 PM

Approved by: Edgar Blatchford, Commissioner________________________ Date 2/12/2004_____
Agency Department of Community & Economic Development_________

(Revised 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  ALASKA
2004 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title Naturopathic Medicine

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
'RDU

CSSB 306(FIN)
5/1/04

DCED
Occupational Licensing (117)

Sponsor
Requester

Senators Seekins. Dyson. Green
Component Occupational Licensing

Senate Finance

Expend itu res /R evenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2360

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Giants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

CSSB 306(FIN) makes amendments to the Naturopathic licensing statutes. Section 9 provides for the 
creation of an annual naturopathic peer review committee on which committee members serve without 
compensation for their work. Therefore, no new funds are required to implement the changes in this bill.

Prepared by: Jennifer Strickler, Administrative Manager____________________  Phone (907) 465-2144
Division Occupational Licensing____________________________________  Date/Time 4/28/04 2:55 PM

Approved by: Edgar Blatchford, Commissioner________________________ Date 4/28/2004_____
Agency Department of Community and Economic Development_______

(Roviscd 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
FAX (907) 465-2029
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E  M O R A N D  U M April 30, 2004

SU B JEC T: Naturopaths (CSSB 306(FIN)) 
(Work Order No. 23-LS 1572\U)

TO: Senator Ralph Seekins 
Attn: Brian Hove

FRO M : Jean M. Mische 
Legislative Cot

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its 
contents.

Section 1. Changes the term "naturopathy" to "naturopathic medicine." This name 
change is carried throughout the bill and specifically necessitated sections 3, 11, and 13.

Section 2. Changes name as in sec. 1 and allows use of certain titles for licensed 
naturopaths, including "doctor of naturopathy", "naturopath," and "naturopathic 
physician."

Section 3. See sec. 1.

Section 4. Rewrites application procedure and qualifications for naturopath. Removes a 
reciprocity provision previously applicable to naturopaths licensed in other states before

Section 5. Modifies restrictions on practice of naturopathic medicine. Allows for 
performing of minor surgery. Required licensee to have appropriate education or 
training.

Section 6. Adds the authority to deny a person a naturopathic medicine license on 
disciplinary grounds and clarifies certain grounds for denial and disciplinary action.

Section 7. Removes a reference to a section repealed by this bill and adds a reference to 
a new section for purposes of issuing sanctions against a licensee.

1987.



Senator Ralph Seekins
April 30, 2004
Page 2

Section 8. Adds unlicensed use of titles listed in sec. 2 of the bill to misdemeanor 
provisions.

Section 9. Adds a new section requiring the department to adopt regulations pertaining 
to education, training, continuing education, and certificates for specialty practice. The 
department is required to consider regulations prepared by the division in collaboration 
with a trade association. Adds a new section requiring the division to establish a peer 
review committee for reviewing complaints and make recommendations involving 
naturopaths.

Section 10. Adds new sections pertaining to continuing education standards, authorized 
activities, and fees. Authorizes licensees to prescribe prescription drugs and certain 
controlled substances if authorized under department regulations, consistent with the 
terms of a collaborative agreement with a qualified medical doctor, and if registered with 
the Federal Drug Enforcement Administration (for controlled substances). Establishes 
requirements for collaborative agreements.

Section 11. See sec. 1.

Section 12. Adds definitions of "approved naturopathic college or program," 
"department," and "minor surgery".

Section 13. See sec. 1.

Section 14. Repeals AS 08.45.035, pertaining to temporary licenses and 08.45.040, 
pertaining to required disclosures to a patient.

Section 15. Provides a July 1, 2009 "sunset" of collaborative agreement provisions in 
sec. 9 of the bill.

Section 16. Specifies that changes to licensing sections in this bill do not apply to 
persons licensed prior to February 28, 2005, except that disciplinary provisions apply.

Section 17. Provides a delayed effective date of January 1, 2007 for sec. 10.

Section 18. Provides an effective date of March 1, 2005, except as provided in sec. 17.

JMM:mdr 
04-203.mdr
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“Naturopa , , 4 „
years o f  post-baccalaureate education culminating 
in a doctoral degree. They are broadly trained in the 
pre-clinical sciences and the clinical disciplines, with 
an emphasis on health promotion, disease prevention, 
and treatment based on the stimulation or support 
o f  natural process. Their clinical education, which 
is entirely outpatient based, is designed to prepare 
them to be primary care providers.

Oregon Office of Educational Policy ancl Planning,

“ N a t u r o p a t h ic  m e d ic a l  c o l le g e  p r e p a r e s  N . D . s  w i t h  a  b io lo g ic a l  

a n d  b io m e d ic a l  e d u c a t io n  o f  th e  s a m e  b r e a d th  a n d  d e p th  th a t  

p r e p a r e s  M . D . s  to  b e  p r im a r y  c a r e  p h y s ic ia n s . ”

JAMA, 1998
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Sum m ary  of N aturopath ic M ed ica l Leg is la tion
Ill'Ll rtu|,\ jtuNyjCV.i iv

Naturopathic physicians have been licensed to practice in the State of 
A laska since 1986. They are currently regulated by the Division of Occupational Licensing under 
state statute A S  08.45.

This legislation adds the following revisions, in statute, for the practice of naturopathic medicine 
in the State of Alaska:

1) The Division of Occupational Licensing, in collaboration with a qualified trade association, 
The A laska Association of Naturopathic Physicians, Inc., shall update current regulations 
defining naturopathic medical practice in A laska, to be commensurate with current 
standards of naturopathic medical education and training.

The current law is 17 years old and needs to be updated to allow naturopathic 
physicians to practice commensurate with their federally regulated education.

2) A  graduate of a CN M E1 approved naturopathic medical college who has passed the federal 
Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination, (NPLEX) and has been approved by the 
Division of Occupational Licensing may use the title “Naturopathic Physician".

Current law is limited to the licensure of “naturopathy’’ and strictly prohibits the use 
of the title “Naturopathic Physician”.
’ The Council of Naturopathic Medical Education (CNME) is the agency recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education to serve as the accrediting agency for naturopathic medical programs.

3) Implement a requirement for at least 45 hours of continuing education in naturopathic 
medicine per year, of which15 hours of instruction is in pharmacology or 
pharmacotherapeutics, and is presented by a licensed pharmacist (R.Ph.) or Pharm.D., or 
other professional as approved by the Division of Occupational Licensing and The Alaska 
Association of Naturopathic Physicians.

Current law does not include continuing education requirements.
4) Allow a naturopathic physician who has graduated from a C N M E 1 approved naturopathic 

medical college, and has passed the pharmacology exam as administered by the federal 
Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination, (NPLEX), and is licensed by the State of 
A laska to:

a) Prescribe or administer legend or prescription substances 
and to
b) Prescribe a controlled substance after becoming registered with the federal Drug 

Enforcement Administration (DEA)
Current law does not authorize any prescriptive rights whatsoever, or allow for DEA 
registration as is required in 14 other states.

5) Allow a naturopathic physician who has graduated from a C N M E 1 approved naturopathic 
medical college, and has passed the minor surgery exam, as administered by the federal 
Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination, (NPLEX), and is licensed by the State of 
A laska to perform minor surgery as defined in Section 13 (6) of this HB 434 and SB  306.

Current law does not allow a naturopathic physician to perform minor surgery in the 
State of Alaska, whereas 14 other states do.

A K A N P  Summary of Legislation Page I ofl



Appendix C:
A Comparison of Licensed Medical Professions in The State of A laska

.tluU Av<«ijiKn Xilnncjt̂ K lu.
Licensed Practical Nurse 9 months to 2 year practical nursing program, the 

1 year program being the most common

Registered Nurse One o f the following:

• A 2-yr. Associate's degree, or

• A 3-yr. Diploma program, (hospital based), or

• A 4-yr. Bachelor's degree in nursing, or

• A 4-yr. Bachelor's degree in another discipline and a 3-yr. Master's degree 
in nursing, or

• A 4-yr. Bachelor's degree in another discipline and a 4-yr. Nursing 
Doctorate program

Advanced Registered 
Nurse Practitioner

In addition to holding a license as a Registered Nurse, an A.R.N.P. completes 
one o f the following:

• A 9 month to 2 year certificate program in specialty, or

• A 2 year Master's degree certified in specialty

Physician’s Assistant 
(PA)

4-yr. Bachelor's degree and 18 to 24 months master's degree (must work 
under the supervision o f a physician)

Allopathic Physician 
(MD)

4-yr. Bachelor's degree in pre-medical and 2 to 5 years o f post-graduate 
training in allopathic medical school; internship, residency

Naturopadiic Physician 
(ND)

4-yr Bachelor’s degree with pre-medical/science emphasis and 4 to 5 years 
post-graduate training in naturopadiic medical school; externship required for 
graduation, residency options becoming more available

AKANP W hite Paper -  A ppendix C Page 1 o f 1



Appendix D:
Comparison of Naturopathic Governance In Licensed States

State Scope o f Practice Board Membership Date of Inception

Alaska No obstetrics 
No minor surgery 
No prescription rights 
No right to lab tests 
or diagnostic tests

No professional board 
Under supervision of Occupational 
Licensing Board 
No Naturopathic Members

At 1987

Arizona Full prescription rights 
except schedule 1 prescription

3 naturopathic physicians 
2 public members

Before 1940

California Full practice rights 
All natural & synthetic 
hormones; epi for anaphylaxis 
Prescription under MD, DO 
(under 2 year study)

Zero cost bureau under DCA 
3 Naturopathic Physicians 
3 Medical Physicians 
3 Public Members

January t, 2004 

Note: original law sunset

Connecticut Full practice rights 
No prescription rights

2 naturopathic physicians 
1 public member

Before 1949

Hawaii Full practice rights 
Drug formulary

3 naturopatnic physicians 
2 public members

Before 1937

Maine Full practice rights 
Drug formulary

Alternative medicine board combining 
acupuncturists and naturopathic 
physicians
2 naturopathic doctors 
2 acupuncturists
1 allopathic physician (MD or DO)
1 pharmacist 
1 public member

At 1996

Montana Full practice rights 
Drug formulary

Complimentary Medical Board 
combining naturopathic physicians 
and midwives 
2 naturopathic physicians 
2 midwives 
2 public members 
1 MD obstetrician

At 1991

New Hampshire Full practice rights 
Drug formulary

4 naturopathic physicians 
1 public member

Before 1990

Oregon Full practice rights 
Drug formulary

4 naturopathic physicians 
1 public member

Before 1940

Utah Full practice rights 
Drug formulary

3 naturopathic physicians 
2 public members At 1997

Vermont -ull practice rights 
Drug formulary

2 naturopathic physicians 
administrator At 1996

Washington rull practice rights 
Drug formulary 
No cancer treatment

3 naturopathic physicians I 
I public members

3efore 1950

AKANP White Paper - Appendix D Page I of I



Appendix E:
Comparison of Naturopathic And Major Medical Schools

Basic and C lin ica l Sciences 
Anatomy, Cell Biology, Physiology, 
Pathology, Neuroscience, Clinical / Physical 
Diagnosis, Histology, Genetics Biochemistry, 
Pharmacology, Lab Diagnosis, 
Pharmacognosy, Public Health, History, 
Philosophy, Ethics, Research and other 
coursework. 1548 1639 1419 1771 1420 1383
C lerkships (1) and A llopa th ic 
Therapeutics
Lecture and Clinical Instruction in 
Dermatology, Family Medicine, Psychiatry, 
Internal Medicine, Radiology, Pediatrics, 
Obstetrics, Gynecology, Neurology, 
Surgery (2), Ophthalmology, and Clinical 
Electives.
Advanced Naturopath ic Therapeutics

2244 1925 1920
44 20

3391 2891 3897

Ayurvedic Medicine 22 20
Botanical Medicine 96 110 120
Counse ling (4)_ 144 143 100
Homeopathy 144 88 140
Hydro therapy 48 39 40
Naturopath ic Case Analysis / 
Management (5) 66 120
Naturopath ic Manipulat ive Therapy 156 176 180
Naturopath ic Medicine
Naturopath ic Philosophy 72 55 60
O rien ta l Medicine 72 33 200
Therapeutic N utrition (3) 144 132 130
Subtota ls:___________
Total Reported Hours:

>=$15=5:162-111^43.1:1# zKjjrsTntxrtm
£5280;njf:1

1. Clerkships are estimated to be 40 hours of mixed lecture and clinical training.
2. Naturopathic Physicians study minor surgery only.
3. No dedicated coursework in therapeutic nutrition appears in the college catalogs of Hopkins, Yale or

Stanford, although they indicate that the subject is addressed in other courses.
4. Totals for John Hopkins, Yale and Stanford are included in psychiatry coursework.
5. Hours which could also be allocated to this category may be included elsewhere for some institutions

because of terminology differences in the course

Sources: 1996-97 Curriculum Directory of the American Association of American Medical Colleges
1995-97 catalog o f National College of Naturopathic Medicine
1996-98 catalog of Bastyr University
1996-97 catalog of Southwestern College of Naturopathic Medicine and Health Sciences

A K A N P  White Paper - Appendix E Page I of 1



Just as biochemistry is biochemistry, pharmacology is pharmacology. Pharmacology, like 
biochemistry, is a basic science -- usually taught in the first two years of medical school.
Pharmacology training for naturopathic doctors is fundamentally the same as the training 
other primary care doctors receive.

Table 1 compares the total hours required of three medical disciplines in the basic sciences, including pharmacology.

Table 2 compares the total hours of clinical clerkships and therapeutics required by six different medical colleges, three 
naturopathic medical schools and three allopathic medical schools.

In the 13 states where naturopathic physicians have prescription rights
■=* Naturopathic physicians must graduate from a CNME-approved naturopathic medical college
<=s Pass the pharmacology exam as administered by NPLEX (Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination)

Be licensed by the state where they practice 
Obtain a DEA registration number, 

o  Remain current with continuing education required by the state

W ith these stringent requirements met, NDs in these states safely prescribe or administer prescription or controlled 
substances WHEN THEY NEED TO.

To further assure public safety in Alaska, our legislation requires a mandatory, 60-hour course taught by pharmacists (R.Pn.) 
and by Pharm.D.s (pharmacists who are also MDs) which focuses on pharmacotherapeutics (the therapeutic use of drugs). 
This will ensure that naturopathic doctors who graduated long ago will have their knowledge brought up to current provisions.

C om parison of Pharmacology Training

Table 1. Comparison o f Average Number o f Hours in Basic Science Ins truc tion ___________________________
________________________________  Allopathic' Osteopathic11 Naturopathic*
Anatomy (gross and micro)_______________________ 380___________________362__________________ 350_________
Physiology_______________________________________125___________________126__________________ 250_________
Biochemistry_____________________________________109___________•_______ 103___________________125_________
Pharmaco logy__________________________________ 114__________________ 1 0 8__________________ 100_________
Pathology_______________________________________ 166___________________152__________________ 125_________
Microbiology/Immunology_________________________ 185___________________125__________________ 175_________
S o u rc e s :

'R e f. A ssociation  of A m erican M edical C olleges C urriculum  Directory, 1996-1997.
2R ef. 1996 S tatis tical R eport. C hevy C h ase , MD: A m erican A ssociation  of C o lleges of O steo p a th ic  M edicine.
3R ef. S ta te  of O reg on . O regon A dm inistrative R u les, O regon  Board of N aturopath ic E xam iners, C h ap te r  850 . Salem , OR.
N ote: A llopathic (MD); O steopath ic  (DO); N aturopath ic (ND) _______________________________    _ ___________

Used with Permission; Common Paths in Medical Education, Clyde B. Jensen, Ph.D., Alternative and Complementary 
Therapies; August 1997

Table 2: Comparison o f major naturopath ic and a llopa th ic medical schoo l c lin ica l tra in ing
Clerkships and 
Clinical Therapeutics National Bastyr Southwest

John
Hopkins Yale Stanford

Total Hours 3120 2833 3050 3391 2891 3897

S o u rc e s :
A m erican  A ssociation  of A m erican M edical C olleges, C urriculum  directory (1996-1997) 
N ational C ollege of N aturopath ic M edicine ca ta lo gs (1995-1997)
B asty r U niversity of N aturopathic M edicine an d  H ealth S c ie n c es  ca ta lo g s (1996-98) 
S o u th w e s t C ollege of N aturopathic M edicine an d  H ealth S c ie n c e s  ca ta lo gs (1 996  - 199B)

.U»U AxuVDIj.rM Yjfun'Nl/m illy* &
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A ssu rin g  Safe N a tu ro p a th ic  M ed ica l P rac tic e s  fo r 'A lask an s

S t a n f o r d  to  N C N M
P h a r m a c o lo g y  E d u c a t i o n  C o m p a r i s o n :

Alaska Association ol N'jturopJlhic l’hysici.1115, Inc.
National College of Naturopathic Medicine

CLS 516 Pharmacology I. (3 credit hours lecture) Prerequisites: BAS 425/432. (3 credit 
hours lecture). This course presents the principles of pharmacodynamics, including drug 

absorption, metabolism, distrubtion, excretion, and mechanism of action. Students are expected to classify and describe the 
pharmacodynamics, side effects, and therapeutic uses of drug prototypes from the contemporary drug classes. Special 
emphasis is given to drugs contained in the Oregon and other naturopathic formularies. Prerequisites: BAS 425/432. (National 
college of Naturopathic Medicine Course Catalog, pp. 61-62)

Topics for Fall 2003
General Princip les: pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics; Au tonom ic Nervous System: sympathomimetics, 
sympatholytics, parasympathomimetics, parasympatholytics muscle relaxants; Central Nervous System: anxiolytics 
and hypnotics antipsychotics, agents for affective disorders, anti-epileptic drugs, agents for neurodegenerative 
disorders, analgesic drugs, drugs of abuse, local anesthetics; Resp ira tory Agents; Diuretics. (National College of 
Naturopathic Medicine Course Information Form, T. Ann Blair, Ph.D., blaira@ohsu.edu)

CLS 526 Pharmaco logy II. (3 credit hours lecture). This course presents the principles of pharmacodynamics, including drug 
absorption, metabolism, distrubtion, excretion, and mechanism of action. Students are expected to classify and describe the 
pharmacodynamics, side effects, and therapeutic uses of drug prototypes from the contemporary drug classes. Special 
emphasis is given to drugs contained in the Oregon and other naturopathic formularies. Prerequisites: BAS 425/432.

Topics for Winter 2004
Card iovascular: antihypertensive, anti-anginal, antilipemic agents, congestive heart failure, anti-arrhythmic agents, 
blood formation, hemostasis, thrombosis, gastrointestinal agents; Endocrine: thyroid hormones, male and female 
reproductive hormones, glycemic agents, adrenal steroids, vitamin D and A agents, autacoid drugs, nsaids, dmards; 
Chemotherapy: antimicrobial, antiviral, antifungal, antiparasitic, cancer chemotherapy, anti-obesity agents, otcs, 
drug interactions. (National College of Naturopathic Medicine Course Information Form, T. Ann Blair, Ph.D., 
blaira@ohsu.edu)

BOT 520/530/610 Botanical Materia Medica I, II, III (3 credit hours lecture winter, 2
credit hours lecture spring, 3 credit hours lecture fall) These sequential courses comprise a detailed survey of plants and plant 
preparations used in naturopathic practice, integrating traditional herbal knowledge with modern pharmacological research. 
The pharmacognosy, pharmacodynamics, toxicology, and therapeutics of each plant are considered. The coursework begins 
with an intensive on medicinal plant chemistry and follows with a focus on organ systems— the pathologies, the herbal 
treatments, and practical case presentation and workshops on case management and prescribing herbal formulas. 
Prerequisites: concurrent enrollment in CLS 520/530

E lective: CLS 640E Natural Pharmacology (2 credit hours lecture) This course offers an in-depth look at evidence-based 
therapeutic interventions, ranging from diet and nutrition to botanical therapies. Students will be exposed to the latest scientific 
evidence in the field of natural medicine and will learn how to adjust individual patient biochemistry in order to regain and 
sustain optimal wellness through maintenance of a physiologically balanced homeostasis. Prerequisites: third-year status.

(http://www.ncnm edu/b3pdfs/ncnm%20cat.pdt)

Pharmacology Education Comparison: Stanford to N C N M Page 2 of2
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A ssuring Safe N aturopathic M edical Practices for A laskans 
P h a r m a c o lo g y  E d u c a t i o n  C o m p a r i s o n :
S t a n f o r d  to  N C N M

Stanford UnivarsitySchqoi or Mesicin? Cataioo
s e a m

MPha 201. Pharmacology. Covers the principles of pharmacology and the major drug groups used in medicine. Major drug 
topics will include drug-receptor interaction, kinetic aspects of drug absorption, distribution and elimination, and drug 
metabolism. Major drug groups considered in this course include those affecting the Central Nervous System, the Autonomic 
Nervous System, and the Cardiovascular System. Peripherally acting drugs discussed include cholinergic/anticholinergics, 
andrenergics/antiadrenergics, antiarrhythmics, and vasodilators. Centrally acting drugs discussed include anticonvulsants, 
anesthetics, sedatives, analgesics, tranquilizers, and other psychoactive drugs. Problems of drug abuse are also considered. 
The emphasis of the course is on the mechanisms of action of drugs in man. A final exam will be given. Prerequisites: 
Mammalian physiology and biochemistry. Introductory neurobiology is recommended. 5 units. (J. Ferrell, staff - Department of 
Molecular Pharmacology)

MPha 202. Pharmacology. A continuation of Pharmacology 201. Major drug groups considered in this course include: 
chemotherapeutic agents, antibiotics; antiparasitic drugs; anticancer agents; thrombolytic agents; anti-inflammatory agents, 
and drugs regulating endocrine function. This course also includes discussion of toxicology. A final exam will be given. 
Prerequisites: Mammalian physiology, biochemistry and microbiology. Students who have not taken Pharmacology 201 (or 
equivalent) should consult the instructor. 5 units. (R. Roth, staff - Department of Molecular Pharmacology)

( h t tp :/ /m e d .s ta n fo rd .e d u / sc h o o l/ c a ta lO Q /b o o k o n e / c o u r se g r id  d e s c r ip t io n s .h t m l )

Pharmacology Education Comparison: Stanford to N C N M  Page I of 2
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Definitions

A  substance subject to the Controlled Substances Act (1970), which regulates the prescribing 
and dispensing, as well as the manufacturing, storage, sale, or distribution of substance's 
assigned to five schedules according to their 1) potential for or evidence of abuse, 2) potential 
for psychic or physiologic dependence, 3) contributing a public health risk, 4) harmful 
pharmacologic effect, or 5) role as a precursor of other controlled substances

N o te :  C o n tr o l le d  S u b s t a n c e s  in S c h e d u l e s  II - V  h a v e  a n  a c c e p t e d  m e d ic a l  u s e  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  
S c h e d u l e  1 s u b s t a n c e s  d o  n o t.

DEA Registration

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is the primary agency within the Federal 
Government responsible for the enforcement of the Controlled Substances Act (CSA) of 1971

A prescription order for a controlled substance may be issued only by a physician, dentist, 
podiatrist, veterinarian, mid-level practitioner or other registered practitioner who is:

1. Authorized to prescribe controlled substances by the jurisdiction in which he/she is 
licensed to practice;

and
2. Registered with DEA or exempted from registration (i.e. Public Health Sen/ice and 

Bureau of Prison physicians

Externship

Programs of training in medicine offered by outpatient clinics or private practices for graduates 
of medicine to meet the clinical requirements established by accrediting authorities.

Internship

Programs of training in medicine and medical specialties offered by hospitals for graduates of 
medicine to meet the requirements established by accrediting authorities.

Legend Drugs

A  synonym for prescription drug. Legend drugs are required by federal law to have a 
prescription, o ra  physician's order to be dispensed by the pharmacy.

Controlled Substances

A K A N P  White Paper - Appendix A Page I of'2



Minor surgery is the repair of superficial wounds, removal of foreign bodies, cysts, and 
superficial lesions. Local antiseptics and anesthetics are employed and sterile fields are 
maintained. These are the procedures that primary care physicians perform in their offices.

Note: Minor surgery DOES NOT include the use of general or spinal anesthetics, specialized surgical 
procedures (eye surgery, tendon repair, plastic surgery etc.) or the entrance into body cavities.

Pharmacognosy

A  suo-field of pharmacology which studies natural drugs, including the study of their biological 
and chemical components, botanical sources, and other characteristics (economic, biochemical, 
biological, etc.).

Pharmacology

The medical science that deals with the discovery, chemistry, effects, uses and manufacture of 
drugs. The study of pharmacology includes drug absorption, metabolism, distribution, excretion 
and the mechanisms of drug action. It c lassifies and describes the actions, side effects and 
therapeutic uses of drug prototypes from the contemporary drug classes, (ex. 
Antihypertensives, Diuretics etc.)

Pharmacotherapeutics

Is the clinical study by which medical students learn to use drugs to treat medical conditions 
under the supervision of a physician.

Prescription

A  written direction for the preparation and administration of a remedy. A  prescription consists of 
the heading or superscription that is, the symbol R or the word Recipe, meaning take; the 
inscription, which contains the names and quantities of the ingredients; the subscription or 
directions for compounding and the signature, usually introduced by the sign s. For signa, mark, 
which gives the directions for the patient which are to be marked on the receptacle.

Prescription Drugs

A  drug requiring a prescription, a physician's order. (By comparison with an over-the-counter 
drug.)

Primary Care

A  primary care physician is trained to provide definitive care to the undifferentiated patient at the 
point of first contact. They are advocates for their patients and co-ordinate the use of the entire 
health care system. This includes educated referral for emergency intervention or to specialized 
providers.

Minor Surgery

A K A N P  White Paper - Appendix A Page 2 of2



SB 3 0 6  & HB 4 3 4  -  Naturopathic Medicine 
Support Documents
Professionals/Instruction:

Clyde B. Jensen, Ph.D -  Expert Testimony -  Teleconferenced
Attached Resume & Letters o f  Support -  Portland, Oregon 

Rick Chester, ND, RPh,Lac -  Expert Testimony -  
Letter o f Support - White City, OR

O th er Professional Letters o f S upport:

S. Lynn Hombein, M.D. -  Summit Family Practice -  Anchorage 
D. Lynn Mickleson, M.D. -  Palmer
Michael Fischer, M.D. -  Alaska Family Wellness Center, Inc. -  Anchorage 
Craig H. Mullett, D.D.S. -  Alaska Family Dental Center -  Wasilla 
Elizabeth Turgeon, M.D. -  Capstone Family Medicine -  Wasilla 
Jeffrey W. Russell, PA-C, MHS -  Anchorage 
Mary-Beth Gardner, MS FNP -  Fairbanks
Richard C. Holm, R.PH -  North Pole Prescription Lab. Inc -  N orth Pole 
Barbara Norton, CNM,ANP -  Geneva W oods Birth Center -  Anchorage 
Alan S. Bills, DDS -  Alaska Center for Dentistry -  Wasilla 

- t  O+AeyLS

Petitione rs , in suppo rt o f SB 306 &  H B 434:

Database o f 700+ Residents o f  Alaska (original signature sheets available upon request)



FEB.1 7 .S004 12=09h M NfiUTROPATHIC MED CTR M O . 8 9 7  P .14

CLY D E B . JEN SEN , Ph.D. 
December, 2C03

CAREER D ISTINCTIONS
« Doctoral education in physiology and pharmacology and tenured medical school faculty member.
* America’s youngest medical school president at age 32.
* Regarded for expertise in leading higher education, institutions through difficult transitions.
* Provided senior leadership to six public and private higher education institutions by age 50.
a Singular person to provide senior leadership at a community college and at colleges o f  allopaihic,

osteopathic, naturopathic, and oriental medicine.
» D ev e lo p in g  m odel sc ien tific  affa irs o rg an iz a tio n  fo r  nu tritio n a l su pp lem en t industry .

EM PLO YM ENT H ISTO RY  and SELEC TED  ACCOM PLISHM ENTS
President and Owner Continuum Biomedical Consultants, Inc. 2001-Present

Portland, Oregon
* Developed and implemented accredited graduate medical education program to train physician 

investigators for tho dietary supplement industry.
* Developed and implemented SYNERGATE, a modified stage/gate new product development process 

for a multinational nutritional products and herbal medicine alliance.
* Formed industry/higher education collaboration for conducting federally funded dietary supplement 

research and education.
■ Developed infrastructure for research, governmental affairs and professional relations for nations 

oldest dietary supplement company.
* Developed and currently implementing plans for the establishment o f a  federal office for integrated 

medicine.

President National College o f Naturopathic Medicine 1996-2001
Professor of Pharmacology Portland, Oregon

* Scoured professional accreditation for Masters Degree in classical Chinese medicine, Doctorate in 
naturopathic medicine and residency in naturopathic medicine.

* Secured candidacy for regional accreditation.
■ Relocated main campus and m ajor clinics to larger and more suitable facilities.
* Established and presided over American Association o f Naturopathic Medical Colleges.

Senior Executive University o f  Oklahoma 1993-1596
Adjunct Professor o f Medicine College o f Medicine — Tulsa

Tulsn. Oklahoma
* Developed and implemented campus strategic and master plans.
* Restructured professional practice plan assisted with implementation o f  state-wide managed Medicaid.

President (Interim) Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College 1992-1993
Miami, Oklahoma

* Stabilized campus and community relations following tumultuous departure o f previous president.
» Initiate strategic and fiscal planning process for implementation by permanent president.

President (Interim) University o f  Health Sciences 1991-1992
Kansas City, Missouri 

«* Stabilized campus following death of previous president.
* Developed strategic and campus master plan for implementation by permanent president.

President Oklahoma State University 1987-1991
College o f Osteopathic Medicine 
Tulsa, Oklahoma

* Merged free-standing state supported college o f  osteopathic medicine with land grant university.
* Acquired additional property and constructed new and renovated existing campus futilities.

I
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President W est V irginia School o f  O steopathic 1981-1987
Medicine
Lcwisburg, W est Virginia 

« Increased appropriations to from state legislature.
d Diversified revenues by contracting with other Southern Region Education Board states to train rural

physicians.
■ Integrated osteopathic graduate medical education into allopathic hospitals.

Assoc. Prof. Pharmacology Oklahoma College o f  Osteopathic 1974-1981
Director o f Research Medicine & Surgery
Dean of Students Tulsa, Oklahoma

S E L E C T E D  PA R T -T IM E  P O S IT IO N S  A N D  C O N S U L T IN G  A S S IG N M E N T S
Adjunct Profeasor of Public Health 

Adjunct Professor of Health Policy 

Sr. Consultant

A djunct P rofessor o f  Pharm acology 

D irector o f  O klahom a O perations

C onsultant

O regon H ealth  &  Science U niversity  
Portland, O regon

M edical C ollege o f  W isconsin 
M ilw aukee, W isconsin

Southw est C ollege o fN a tu ro p a th ic  M edicine 
Tem pe, A rizona

R ogers Stare U niversity  
C larcm ure, O klahom a

International M edical T echnical C onsultants 
(IM TCI)
O verland Park, K ansas

R oss U niversity  C ollege o f  M edicine 
D om inica

2003-Present 

2001-Present 

1997-1999 

1993-1996 

1993-1994

1992

S E L E C T E D  L E A D E R S H IP  A C C O M P L IS H M E N T S
•  Led several d iverse colleges through difficult periods o f  transition: 1981-2001 
j  T estified before state legislative com m ittees: 1981-present
v* R estructured state supported m edical college to serve m ultip le states in  A ppalachian R egion: 1931-1987
* Testified before congressional subcom m ittees regard ing  student financial a id - 1985
» M erged pub lic  Oklahom a m edical college w ith state lan d  grant university: 1987-1991
» Restored harm ony to private K ansas C ity m edical college and recru ited  perm anent president: 1991
* Restored o rder to public O klahom a C om m unity  C ollege in preparation for perm anen t president: 1992 
« Developed professional practice pluns for public  m edical colleges: 1981 -1996
•  Fostered conventional and com plem entary m edical college collaboration : 1931-present
* Developed G M E program s In conventional and  com plem entary m edicine: 1983-91 & 1996-99
•  Developed industry/education partnerships for research and education: 2001- p resen t
■ Presided over research, education, product developm ent, governm ental affairs and professional relations for

A m erica’s o ldest dietary supplem ent com pany: 2001-present 
o D eveloping federal office o f  integrated m edicine; underway

S E L E C T E D  R E S E A R C H  A C C O M P L IS H M E N T S
• Conducted and published basic research in physiology and pharmacology: 1973-1981
• Established medical school offices o f  research: 19 7 9 ,1 9 9 4 ,1 9 9 6
* Orgutiizcd and iituuugcd medical school iustilulioiml review boards: 1994, 1996
* Organized contract research organization for pharmaceutical clinical trials: 1993-1994
* Served as Principal Investigator in Phase III clinical trials: 1993-1994
• Facilitated 1RB workshops on behalf o f  federal Office for Prevention o f Research Risk: ! 995

2
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Daniel .r. Young, N.D.
ERNMC, Inc. , * • '
0928 Eagle River .Road,
Suita tt 254
Eagle River, Alaska 99577-7228 

Dear Dr. Young: , • • 4
In my effort to write a short, crisp letter to Senator Seekins and Reprascntative'Holin 
concerning SB 306 and HB 434’, I over simplified an observation pertaining to 
pharmacology that .1 wish to correct in this letter.

I said, ‘N aturopathic medical students receive instruction in minor surgery, obstetrics and 
pharmacology, but less than allopathic or osteopathic medical students.’-’ Medical 
students {including MD. DO arid ND) receive two types o f pharmacology instruction. 
B asic pharmacology is tho classroom instruction in which students learn how drugs work, 
how thehody handles them and the conditions for which they are used. Applied 
pharm acology orpharmacothempeutics is the instruction in the clinic in which students 
observe as the physician determines which drugs to prescribe and the circumstances 
under which th,ey are to be administered.

Because naturopathic medical students receive m ost o f their clinical training under the 
supervision o f naturopathic physicians who prescribe few drugs, naturopathic medical 
students receive less training in applied pharmacology orpharrnacotherapeutics than do 
MD or'DO students whose supervising physicians are MDs and DQs who -frequently 
prescribe drugs. Instruction in basic pharmacology, however, is similar among MD, DO 
and ND students. • •

I hope this will help to clarify any confusion that may have been caused by my previous 
letter. I will send copies o f thi3-letter to Senator Seekins and Representative Holm. I 
hope you will feel free to share it with others at your discretion.

Respectfully yours,

Clyde B. Jensen, .Ph.D.

Cc. Seimtor Ralph Seekins 
Representative Jim Holm

I ’fi
•ScaadactI Proem* Inc. * 1200 Vt'cst Royal Lev Drive • P.O . Box 904 -  Palmyra, W I 5315641904 

262 -495-2122 * 800-849-5061 m f o x  262-495-2512 •  www.aeindHrdjjroeess.com
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C O N T I N U U M

BIOMEDICAL CONSULTANTS, INC

February 4,2004

Senator Ralph Seekins 
Alaska State Capital Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Seekins:

I have become aware o f the bill entitled “Act Relating to Naturopathic Physicians” now 
pending before the Alaska state legislature and am writing to volunteer any information 
and experience that may assist you and your colleagues in your consideration of this bill. 
I am a medical educator with a Ph.D. in physiology and pharmacology.

I have had the unique experience o f serving as a chief or senior executive officer in 
colleges o f allopathic, osteopathic, naturopathic and oriental medicine, and am frequently 
called upon to compare their respective educational programs.

The educational experience for MDs, DOs and NDs can be divided into five stages. I 
will quickly and superficially compare them.

• Admissions: ND medical schools currently do not require the MCAT for 
admissions. In all other respects, the requirements for admission are similar.

• Basic Biomedical Sciences: Biochemistry, physiology, anatomy, microbiology 
and other basic biomedical sciences are presented in similar quantity and intensity 
in each o f  the three types o f medical schools.

• Diagnostics: Each are taught to employ identical outpatient diagnostic 
technologies. Allopathic and osteopathic medical schools are able to teach in 
patient diagnostic technologies to which naturopathic medical students have 
limited access.

• Therapeutics: Naturopathic medical students are taught nutritional, herbal, 
homeopathic and other low risk modalities to which allopathic and osteopathic 
medical students receive little exposure. Naturopathic medical students receive 
instruction in minor surgery, obstetrics and pharmacology, but less than allopathic 
or osteopathic medical students. Therapeutic training o f  naturopathic medical 
students is largely confined to outpatient clinics.

• Graduate medical education: At least a year of GME is required of MDs and DOs 
and this training is typically reimbursed with federal dollars. GME is currently an 
optional medical education experience for naturopathic physicians. Because 
federal reimbursement is not provided, naturopathic residency slots currently exist 
for fewer that 10% o f recent naturopathic piedical school graduates.

Oregon Office: 10125 SE 147th Avenue, Portland, OR 97236 Cell: 262.470.1818 Fax: 503,7613774 Email: contlnuum@attbl.com 
Wisconsin Office: Standard Process Inc 1200 West Royal Lee Drive, Palmyra, Wl 53156 Tel: 262/95.8377 ext. 1128 Cell: 262.470.1818 Fax: 262.495.2945 Email: cjensen@standardprocess.com

mailto:contlnuum@attbl.com
mailto:cjensen@standardprocess.com


Naturopathic physicians are uniquely prepared to contribute to the delivery o f health care 
in Alaska because of their ability to provide high quality, low risk, out patient care. It is 
my understanding that the pending legislation may better enable this to occur. I feel so 
strongly about the goodness o f fit between naturopathic medicine and health care to rural, 
medically underserved populations, that if  invited I will volunteer to meet with interested 
legislators at my own personal expense. Please feel free to call upon me at your 
discretion.

Respectfully yours,

Clyde B. Jensen
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7S91 Crater Lake Hwy, 
White City, OR 97503

tel: 541-826-9173 
fax: 5 4 1 -3 2 6 -8 3 6 6

Be Well & Weit Informed

February i 7, 2004

Senator Ralph Seekins
A laska State Capital Buil ding
Juneau, A laska 99801-11S2 >' ■ ’

Attn: Senator Seekins

I am writing to support legislative bills HB434 and.SB 306.. both titled “An act relating to 
the practice o f naturopafiiic medicine.”

As a pharmacist and naturopathic physician, I taught pharmacology at the Southwest 
College o f  Naturopathic Medicine in  Tempo Arizona and wrote pharmacology test 
questions for the naturopathic board exam. I also created the original formulary used in 
Arizona and later used hi Oregon, which included drugs derived from natural sources. As 
an instructor, I taught students to thoroughly research the warnings and precautions o f 
each drug they prescribed, so they were aware o f  the possible harm they m ight cause to 
their patients. The test questions T wrote required knowledge o f  pharmacology necessary 
to protect the public safety. The formulary system, which I have had to practice under, is 
antiquated and actually has a negative effect on public safety. The formulary forces 
naturopathic physicians to choose less than optimal drugs over more effective newer 
medications. f

As a provider, I know that naturopathic physicians, like MDs, regularly prescribe a 
handful o f  drugs with which they are quite familiar. Unlike medical doctors, 
naturopathic physicians prescribe medications as a last resort, treat fewer patients each 
day. and are less likely lo place, individuals on multiple drug regimens, which lead to 
interactions and complications. - As general practice physicians seeing fewer patients on a 
daily basis, naturopathic doctors have much more tim e to research the consequences o f 
drug therapy than do their MD or DO colleagues.

In Oregon, where T practice, medical cam has hecti.shifted ter nurse practitioners -with less 
education than naturopathic physicians. It is irrational for ttained p rimary care 
physicians to  be limited to non-drug therapies at a time when access to quality health care 
is becoming scarce. Consequently, T support legislation that allows naturopathic 
physicians to  practice commensurate with their education and to the full scope o f  their 
training. Please support this Bill.

Sincerely,

Rick Chester, ND, .RPh, LAc 1

c2scadcpnaemdcv.com
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January 22, 2004

Senator Ralph Seekins 
Representative Jim Holm 
Alaska State Capital Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

ATTN: Senator Seekins
Representative Holm

I am writing in support of the legislative bill: an “Act Relating to Naturopathic 
Physicians".

Having practiced family medicine in Alaska for over 13 years, I have gotten .to know 
the medical community well, including a number of naturopathic physicians. I have 
collaborated with Daniel J. Young N.D., LAc. and Madeleine Morrison-Young, ND of, 
Eagle River Naturopathic Medical Center regarding mutual patients on numerous 
occasions. They are highly skilled professionals, and are knowledgeable and 
competent in the care of our shared patients. Their areas of expertise (naturopathy, 
homeopathy, Chinese Medicine and acupuncture) are complementary to the 
allopathic (Western) medicine approach to health. My patients benefit from their 
care, and express satisfa^-on with the level of care provided.

I support legislation that allows naturopathic physicians to practice the full scope of 
naturopathic medicine, commensurate with their education. Such legislation will 
improve access to effective and'safe complementary medical practices and enhance 
Alaskans' freedom of choice in health care.

Sincerely,

S. Lynn Hornbein, M.D.

health guidance for people of all ages

S u m m i t  

F a m i l y  

P r a c t i c e
2741 DeBarrRoad #C-308 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
Telephone: 907-272-3366





A l a s k a  F a m i l y  W e l l n e s s  C e n t e r ,  I n c .

4200 Lake Otis Pkwy, Suite 304 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
Phone (907) 561-9444 FE B

Fax (907) 561-9446
FE B  6 04

January 21, 2004

Senator Ralph Seekins 
Representative Jim Holm 
Alaska State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter to support the legislative bill an "Act relating to naturopathic 
physicians.” As a medical doctor practicing in the state of Alaska I have had the 
opportunity to share patients with, and interact with Dr. David Newirth of the Alaska 
Family Wellness Center, Inc on several occasions. In fact, I have employed him on 
my staff for the last year. I have found him to be professional, knowledgeable, and 
competent in the care of our shared patients. In addition, the patients that I have 
shared with Dr. Newirth have demonstrated satisfaction with the level of care 
provided.

I support legislation that allows naturopathic physicians to practice commensurate 
with their education, and to the full scope of their training. Such legislation offers 
Alaskans freedom of choice in their healthcare, and improved access to effective and 
safe complementary medical practices. This can only benefit the healthcare 
community in Alaska. Please support this Bill.

If you would like to discuss this further with me, please contact me at 561-9444.

Michael Fischer MD

CC: The Alaska Association o f Naturopathic Physician, Inc.

Health Care for the Whole Person



C ra ig  M .  M u l l e t t ,  D . D . S .
GENERAL DENTISTRY
alaskan family dental center, llc February 14, 2004
281 NORTH MAIN STREET 
SUITE 201
WASILLA. ALASKA 99654

Senator Ralph Seekins 
Representative Jim Holm 
Alaska State Capital Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

ATTN: Senator Seekins, Representative Holm.

Dear Sir,
I am wiring this letter to support the legislative bill an “Act relating to naturopathic physicians.” 

As a dentist practicing in the stale of Alaska I have liad the opportunity to share patients with, and 
interact with Dre. Dan and Madeleine Young of Eagle Riveds Naturopathic Medical Center Inc. on 
several occasions. I have found them to be professional, knowledgeable, and competent in the care 
o f our shared patients. In addition, the patients that I have shared with the Young’s have 
demonstrated satisfaction with the level of care provided. Dr. Dan Young has treated me personally, 
as a patient, with excellent results.

I support legislation that allows naturopadiic physicians to practice commensurate widi their 
education, and to the full scope of their training. Such legislation offers Alaskans freedom of choice 
in their healthcare, and improved access to effective and safe complementary medical practices. This 
can only benefit the healthcare community in Alaska. Please support tliis Bill.

If you would like to discuss tlris further with me, please contact me at Alaskan Family Dental 
Center LLC, 281 North Main Street, Suite 201, Wasilla, Alaska, 99654.

(907) 3760452

T E L E P H O N E  ( 9 0 7 ) 3 7 6 - 0 4 5 2
F A X  ( 9 0 7 )  3 7 6 - 0 4 6 2



Representative Nancy Dahlstrom 
10982 Eagle River, AIC 99657

D ecem ber 13,2003

Dear Representative Dahlstrom,

I am writing this letter to support the legislative bill an “Act relating to naturopathic 
physicians.” As a medical doctor practicing in the state o f  Alaska I have had the 
opportunity to share patients with, and interact with David Newirth, N.D. In fact, as chief 
o f  staff at Cordova Community Medical Center I felt his contributions to patient care 
merited him obtaining medical staff privileges in Cordova. I have found him to be 
professional, knowledgeable, competent and well received by patients I have referred to 
him. With, many Alaskans choosing alternatives to allopathic care, I find it very important 
to have trained, licensed and competent individuals for patients as well as allopathic 
providers to consult

I support legislation that allows naturopathic physicians to practice commensurate with 
their education and to the full scope o f  their practice. Such legislation offers Alaskans 
freedom o f  choice in their healthcare, and improved access to effective and safe 
complementary medical practices. This can only benefit the healthcare community in 
Alaska. Please support this Bill.

If  you would like to discuss this further with me, please contact me at Capstone Family 
Medicine Clinic, 907-357-9590.

Capstone Family Medicine 
3223 E. Palmer Wasilla Hwy 

Garrett Building #2 
Wasilla, AK 99654 

Phone 907-357-9590 fax-907-357-9593



S u m m i t  

F a m i l y  

P r a c t i c e
2 7 4 1 D eB arr Road #C -308 
A nchorage, Alaska 99508 '
Telephone: 907-272-3366

November 12,2003 .

Representative Nancy Dahlstrom •’
10928 Eagle Rive Road, Ste. 238 /
Eagle River, Alaska 99577 . '

»
i

Dear.Ms, Dahlstrom:
% «

I am writing to express my support for the legislative bill an “Act relating to naturopathic physicians.” I 
. am a physician assistant in private family practice in Anchorage and have collaborated in the health care o f 
mutual patients with naturopathic physicians Drs. Daniel J.- Young and Madeleine Morrison-Young both 
associated with the Naturopathic Medical Center in Eagle River. My practice experience leads me to 
recommend complimentary health treatment approaches involving different disciplines"of medical practice 
whenever indicated. Invariably, my clients have henefited from health management performed by Drs. 
Young and Morrison-Young. My interaction with these naturopathic physicians by phone and in person 
has repeatedly confirmed their medical competence, knowledge, arid p r o f e s s io n a l i s m . Our mutual clients 
have always reported satisfaction with the health care rendered in their clinic.

•
I support legislation permitting naturopathic physicians to practice appropriate to their education and the 
expertise developed in their long years o f medical school and residency. Such legislation provides 
Alaskans with fully developed health care resources incorporating safe and effective choices appropriate to 
their personal philosophies o f  health management, as well as the benefit o f  more expeditious and cost 
effective treatment options. Giving Alaskans health care options that are maximized to their full potential 
will further advance the effectiveness o f the greater community o f medical practitioners in the State. I urge - 
you to support this Bill.

If  I can provide further perspective on this issue, please do not hesitate to contact me at Summit Family 
Practice, (907) 272-3366. .

Sincerely,

P A - C

Jeffrey W. Russell, PA-C, MHS

9 health guidance for'people of all ages



Alaska Center for
N a tu ra l M ed ic in e
104 Kutter Road • Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 • (907) 452-3600

FEB 2 3 2004

Senator Ralph Seekins 
Representative Jim Holm 
Alaska State Capital Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Mary-Beth Gardner, FNP, CNM

February 16, 2004

The purpose of this letter is to support legislation that grants prescriptive authority to 
naturopathic physicians.

I have practiced as an advanced nurse practitioner for 18 years — 15 years in Alaska. 
Much evolution in health carc delivery has occurred during this time. State o f the Art 
health care practices in the United States now incorporate allopathic (or typical western 
medicine) and naturopathic treatments for the best patient outcomes. Naturopaths are 
trained in the application o f these two methods. Their ability to practice is hindered by 
restriction o f prescriptive privileges. And, Alaskans’ access to this skillful blending of 
healthcare is limited while prescriptive privileges are withheld.

Please call me if I can provide further information.

Best wishes,

Mary-BeTlTt^axdner, MS \
Family Nurse\Practitioner 
Nurse-Midwif



Senator Ralph Seekins 
Alaska State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

February 14, 2004
FEB 2 3 2004

ATTN: Senator Seekins (Bill #306)

Dear Senator Seekins,

I am writing this letter to support the legislative Bill #306, an “Act relating to Naturopathic 
Physicians.” As a compounding pharmacist practicing in Alaska, I have had the opportunity' to 
refer patients and interact with Dr. Scott Luper N.D. of the Alaska Center for Natural Medicine 
Fairbanks, as well as others on several occasions. I have found them to be professional, 
knowledgeable, and very competent in the care of our mutual patients. Additionally, these 
patients not only have demonstrated satisfaction with the level of care provided but clearly have 
benefited from this care. As a compounding pharmacist I see patients every day that would 
benefit greatly from the expanded scope of practice this bill would provide. It makes no sense to 
continue to limit their scope of practice and deny Alaskans the full benefit that can be derived 
through passage of the present legislation. Many other states have already come to this 
realization, including our nearest neighbor Washington State. Washington has for a long time 
now provided this expanded practice to their citizens, with great success and safety.

I support legislation that allows naturopathic physicians to practice commensurate with their 
education, and to the full scope of their training. Such legislation offers Alaskans freedom of 
choice in their healthcare, and improved access to effective and safe complementary medical 
practices. This can only benefit the healthcare community in Alaska. Please support this Bill.

If you would like to discuss this further with me, please contact me at:

907-488-8555 (work)
907-488-8556 (fox) 
nprxlab@botmail.com (email)

Richard C. Holm, R.Ph., F.A.C.A., F.I.A.C.P., F.A.Ph.A. 
North Pole Prescription Laboratory Inc.
167 S. Santa Claus Lane 
North Pole, AK 99705 
Phone: 488-8555 
Fax: 488-8556

mailto:nprxlab@botmail.com


ĜenevaWoods 
^Birth Center

November 11,2003

Representative Nancy Dahlstrom 
10928 Eagle River Road, Ste. 238 
Eagle River, Alaska 99577

I am writing tit'® letter to support the legislative bill an "Act relating to naturopathic 
physicians." As a Nurse Practitioner and midwife in the state of Alaska I have had 
the opportunity to share patients with, and interact with Dr. Momson-Young on 
several occasions. She is professional, knowledgeable, and competent in the care of 
our shared patients. In addition, the patients that I have shared with Dr. Morrison- 
Young have demonstrated satisfaction with the level of care that she provides. It 
seems unnecessary for her to refer patients to me for simple prescriptive items such 
as birth control pills, hormones, and Fosimax when she hersetf is well trained to 
provide these directly to her patients.

I support legislation that allows naturopathic physicians to practice commensurate 
with their education, and to the full scope of their training. Such legislation offers 
Alaskans freedom of choice in their healthcare, and improved access to effective and 
safe complementary medical practices. This can only benefit the healthcare 
community in Alaska. Please support this Legislation.

Sincerely,

Q L A t

Geneva Woods Medina I Center • 3710 Rhnnp f~ir Snitp 107 • Anrhnacrp Ak" • Toi i«n . tw c
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The latest dental care, 
with a gentle touch
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S e n a to r  R a lp h  S e e k in s  
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I a m  w r it in g  th is  le t te r  in  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  le g is la t iv e  b ill a n  " A c t  re la t in g  

t o  n a tu r o p a th ic  p h y s ic ia n s . "  A s  a  d e n t is t  p ra c t ic in g  in  th e  s t a te  o f  

A la s k a  I  h a v e  h a d  o p p o r tu n it y  to  s h a r e  p a t ie n ts  w ith ,  in te r a c t  a n d  

c o n s u lt  w ith  s e v e ra l o f  o u r  n a tu r o p a th ic  p h y s ic ia n s  p ra c t ic in g  in 

A la s k a ;  m o s t  n o ta b ly  D rs . M a d e le in e  M o r r is o n -Y o u n g ,  D a n ie l Y o u n g  

a n d  T o r r e y  S m ith .  I h a v e  a lw a y s  fo u n d  th e m  to  b e  p ro fe s s io n a l a n d  

v e r y  c o m p e t e n t  in  th e  c a re  o f  o u r  s h a r e d  p a t ie n ts ,  a n d  to  b e  

e x t r e m e ly  k n o w le d g e a b le  a n d  a n  in v a lu a b le  r e fe r e n c e  s o u r c e  in 

f u r t h e r in g  m y  p ro fe s s io n a l k n o w le d g e .

I a m  fu l ly  in  s u p p o r t  o f  le g is la t io n  t h a t  a l lo w s  n a tu ro p a th ic  p h y s ic ia n s  

t o  p r a c t ic e  c o m m e n s u ra te  w ith  t h e ir  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  t o  t h e  fu ll s c o p e  

o f  t h e ir  t r a in in g .  S u ch  le g is la t io n  o f f e r s  A la s k a n s  m u c h  g r e a te r  

f r e e d o m  o f  c h o ic e  in th e ir  h e a lth c a re ,  a s  w e ll a s  a  m u c h  n e e d e d  

im p r o v e m e n t  in  a c c e s s  to  e f f e c t iv e  a n d  s a fe  c o m p le m e n ta r y  m e d ic a l 

p r a c t ic e s .  T h is  c a n  o n ly  b e n e f it  t h e  h e a lth c a re  c o m m u n ity  in  A la s k a .  

P le a s e  s u p p o r t  th is

I f  y o u  w o u ld  l ik e  to  d is c u s s  th is  f u r t h e r  w ith  m e , p le a s e  c o n ta c t  m e  a t  

m y  o f f ic e ,  o r  a t  a la n @ a la s k a c e n te r fo r d e n t is t r v . c o m

S in c e r e ly ,

ADVANCED 
CARE FOR 
A LASTING 
SMILE:

Gentle
ultrasonic
cleanings

Precision- 
crafted crowns 
and bridges

Cosmetic 
whitening, 
bonding, and 
veneers for a 
more
attractive smile 

Periodontal
care for 
healthy gums

A ir abrasion 
techniques end 
cavities with 
no drilling

Intraoral 
camera for a 
close-up look 
at your smile

No-needle
anesthesia
available

Soothing 
nitrous oxide

CARE THAT 
PUTS YOUR 
NEEDS AND 
COMFORT 
FIRST:

No-rush,
no-wait
appointments

Child care 
available while 
you visit

Convenient 
parking and v 
location

Visa and
MasterCard
welcome

Insurance filed 
for you

Credit plans 
available

A la n  S . B ills ,  D D S

A L A N  S. BILLS, D D S  Member: American Dental Association, Academy of General Dentistry, American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry,
Alaska Dental Society, Academy of LDS Dentists

418 NOR T H  M A I N  STREET. SUITE A • WAS I LLA . AK 99654 • (907) 373-845S

mailto:alan@alaskacenterfordentistrv.com


Sandra C. Denton, M.D. 
& Associates

A l a s k a  A l t e r n a t i v e  M e d i c i n e  C l i n i c ,  L . L .C .
Your choice for health.

2/16/2004

Senator Ralph Seekins
State Capitol Building, room 125
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Seekins,

As a medical doctor who has specialized in alternative medicine since 1985,1 have had 
numerous occasions to work with naturopathic physicians in Alaska and have worked 
closely with them as part o f our team o f  providers at my office.

It is unrealistic to expect the State o f Alaska’s Department o f Occupational Licensing to 
regulate the standards o f health care providers such as naturopathic physicians without 
consultation with their professional association. Physicians are in a much better position 
to assess the conduct o f their peers and hold them to high standards o f  quality, ethics and 
professionalism. Even the most enlightened bureaucrat would not possess knowledge o f 
what is customary in naturopathic medical practice and what their training allows them to 
do safely.

I have watched the naturopathic profession grow in the past 18 years, the demand for a 
balance between conventional and natural medicine from patients is best assured if  the 
scope of practice o f naturopathic physicians is commensurate with their level o f training. 
When patients have to make an appointment to see another provider to obtain a 
prescription medication when diet, exercise, botanical and other natural medicines are 
insufficient, it creates a barrier to care that does not serve the health care needs o f the 
patient, especially in remote areas o f the state where any kind of licensed health care 
provider is difficult to come by. Most other states that have licensure for naturopathic 
physicians have prescription writing authority tied to continuing education requirements 
in order to protect the public and provide access to comprehensive treatment. Alaska 
should do the same.

Thank-you for your attention in this important piece o f legislation.

Yours in health,

Sandra C. Denton, MD 
Medical Director

3333 Denali Street, Suite 100 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Phone (907) 563-6200 • Fax (907) 561-4933 

Email: aamc@myexcel.com

mailto:aamc@myexcel.com
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Gene Meiergerd RN, LMT
Licensed Massage Therapist

Movement Toward Health
February 15,2004

Senator Ralph Seekins 
Representative Jim Holm 
Alaska State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

ATTN: Senator Seekins
Representative Holm

I am writing this letter to support the legislative bill an “Act relating to naturopathic 
physicians” . As a practicing RN for over 25 years and a certified therapeutic massage 
therapist I have had the opportunity to interact with Dr. Dan Young on several occasions.
I have found him to be professional, knowledgeable and competent as well as going out of 
his way to see that patients receive the best possible care.

I support legislation that allows naturopathic physicians to practice in accord with their 
education, and the full scope of their training, This legislation offers Alaskans freedom of 
choice in their healthcare, and improved access to effective and safe complementary 
medical practices. This can only benefit the healthcare community in this great state of 
Alaska. Please support this bilL

Sincerely,



Alaska Association of Naturopathic Physicians, Inc.
Dedicated to dx [nvsavuion i f  qtkility mtwvpitthic mdici/x for alt A  taskars.

Senator Lyda Green, Co-Chair Finance 
Alaska State Senate 
Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

February 25, 2004

Dear Senator Green,

On behalf o f the thousands o f naturopathy patients that we service in the Eagle River, Mat-Su 
and South-central Alaska, I would like to thank you for your co-sponsorship o f SB306. Your 
time and attention to this important issue is extremely appreciated.

Thank you for allowing us to respond to the concerns raised to you by Cathy Giessel, MS, FNP- 
CS. In addition to the answers to her questions noted below, we have provided you with an 
education and training comparison o f all health care professions in Alaska.

Naturopathic medical colleges are four-year postgraduate schools with admissions 
requirements comparable to those of conventional medical schools. To apply to naturopathic 
medical school an undergraduate with premedical emphasis is required. A Doctorate in 
Naturopathic Medicine requires four years o f graduate level study in the medical sciences: 
anatomy, biochemistry, cardiology, clinical and physical diagnosis, dermatology, gynecology, 
immunology, lab diagnosis, microbiology, minor surgery, neurology, obstetrics, pathology, 
pediatrics, pharmacology, physiology, radiology, as well as other clinical sciences.

In addition to basic and clinical sciences, NDs also receive training in naturopathic therapeutics 
including; botanical medicine, Chinese medicine and acupuncture, homeopathy, hydrotherapy, 
natural childbirth, naturopathic manipulation, psychology and counseling, therapeutic nutrition, 
and other therapies. Because coursework in natural therapeutics is added to a standard 
medical curriculum, naturopathic doctors receive significantly more hours of classroom 
education in these areas than the graduates of many leading medical schools, including 
Yale, Stanford and Johns Hopkins schools. This becomes obvious upon examination o f the 
comparison sheets that are enclosed.

10928 E A G L E  R IV E R  R O A D , S U IT E  254 • E A G L E  R IV E R , A L A SK A  • 9 9 5 7 7 -7 2 2 8  
P H O N E : 9 0 7 -6 9 4 -5 5 2 2  • F A X : 9 0 7 -6 9 4 -5 5 2 4  

w w w .ak aap .o rg  • w e lln e ss@ a k a ap .o rg

http://www.akaap.org
mailto:wellness@akaap.org


2

Thank you again for allowing us the opportunity to provide a factual response to these 
questions and to further educate other health care professions in Alaska about the 
practice of naturopathic medicine. We look forward to working together with all health 
care professionals to ensure the public safety, welfare, and affordability of quality 
complementary care for all Alaskans.

Sincerely,

AiD, i/\c.

Daniel J. Young ND, LAc.
Alaska Association o f  Naturopathic Physicians, Inc. 
Legislative Task Force

Eric. Comparing Medical Professions in Alaska
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Comparison of Educational & Pharmacology Training 
Allopathic (MD’s) and Naturopathic (ND’s)

Just as biochemistry is biochemistry, pharmacology is pharmacology. Pharmacology, like biochemistry, is a basic 
science -  usually taught in the first two years of medical school. Pharmacology training for naturopathic doctors is 
fundamentally the same as the training other primary care doctors receive.

Table 1 (shown below) compares the total hours required of three medical disciplines in the basic sciences, including 
pharmacology.

Table 2 compares the total hours of clinical clerkships and therapeutics required by six different medical colleges, 
three naturopathic medical schools and three allopathic (MD) medical schools.

In the 13 states where naturopathic physicians have prescription rights
=> Naturopathic physicians must graduate from a CNME-approved naturopathic medical college (Federally 

Approved)
=i> Pass the pharmacology exam as administered by NPLEX (Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination) 

(Federally Approved)
=> Be licensed by the state where they practice

Obtain a Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) registration number.
Remain current with continuing education required by the state

With these stringent requirements met, NDs in these states SAFELY prescribe, or administer prescription or 
controlled substances WHEN THEY NEED TO.

To further assure public safety in Alaska, our regulations will require a mandatory, 60-hour course taught by 
pharmacists (R.Ph.) and by Pharm.D.s (pharmacists who are also MDs) which focuses on pharmacotherapeutics (the 
therapeutic use of drugs). This will ensure that naturopathic doctors who graduated long ago will have their 
knowledge brought up to current provisions.

Table 1. Comparison o f Average Number o f Hours in Basic Science Instruction
Allopathic' Osteopathic"' Naturopathic1

Anatomy (gross and micro) 380 362 350
Physioloqy 125 126 250
Biochemistry 109 103 125
Pharmacology 114 108 100
Patholoqy 166 152 125
Microbiology/Immunology 185 125 175
Sources:

1Ref. Association of American Medical Colleges Curriculum Directory, 1996-1997.
Ref. 1996 Statistical Report. Chevy Chase, MD: American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine.
3Ref. State of Oregon. Oregon Administrative Rules, Oregon Board of Naturopathic Examiners, Chapter 850. Salem, OR.
Note: Allopathic (MD); Osteopathic (DO); Naturopathic (ND)

Used with Permission; Common Paths in Medical Education, Clyde B. Jensen, Ph.D., Alternative and 
Complementary Therapies; August 1997

Stanford
(MD)

3897

Sources:
American Association of American Medical Colleges, Curriculum directory (1996-1997) 
National College of Naturopathic Medicine catalogs (1995-1997)
Bastyr University of Naturopathic Medicine and Health Sciences catalogs (1996-98) 
Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine and Health Sciences catalogs (1996 - 1998)

Table 2: Comparison o f major naturopath ic and allopathic medical school clin ica l tra in ing 
Clerkships and National Bastyr Southwest John Hopkins Yale
Clinical Therapeutics (ND) (ND) (ND) (MD) (MD)

Total Hours 3120 2833 3050 3391 2891



Appendix C 
A Comparison of Licensed Medical Professions 

In The State o f Alaska

Licensed Practical Nurse 9 months to 2 year practical nursing program, the 
1 year program being the most common

Registered Nurse One of the following:

• A 2-yr. Associate's degree, or

• A 3-yr. Diploma program, (hospital based), or

• A 4-yr. Bachelor's degree in nursing, or

• A 4-yr. Bachelor's degree in another discipline and a 3-yr. Master's degree 
in nursing, or

• A 4-yr. Bachelor's degree in another discipline and a 4-yr. Nursing 
Doctorate program

Advanced Registered 
Nurse Practitioner

In addition to holding a license as a Registered Nurse, an A.R.N.P. completes 
one of the following:

• A 9 month to 2 year certificate program in specialty, or

• A 2 year Master's degree certified in specialty

Physician’s Assistant 
(PA)

4-yr. Bachelor's degree and 18 to 24 months master's degree (must work 
under the supervision of a physician)

Allopathic Physician 
(MD)

4-yr. Bachelor's degree in pre-medical and 2 to 5 years of post-graduate 
training in allopathic medical school; internship, residency

Naturopathic Physician 
(ND)

4-yr Bachelor’s degree with pre-medical/science emphasis and 4 to 5 
years post-graduate training in naturopathic medical school; externship 
required for graduation; residency options becoming more available

A K A N P  White Paper - Appendix C Page I of I
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HB434 by Rep. Holm Petition of Support September 03
SB306 by Sen. Seekins - February 04
Naturopathic Medicine
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Cook i-^ -̂ ĵ^S:!;R6bert^ .̂^T{iFC853*'Ren'dali AveJ^p'vSl'North l=,olb^t>^|i^9970^967)483'-0488^x'Representative'jbhn B7cfoghillt 'JrvSenator'Gene1YherfiaiilF^^f
Cornell Cheryl PO Box 71475 North Pole _____ 99705 (907)488-5627 Representative John B. Cogh'H, Jr. Senator Gene Therriault
pukes;^^^|-fMlcha’(fe l7^^36(? Arctic Cache WayB^ North:P o I e 05 ?̂99 ĵ 9̂0?30”̂ 7777̂ -’Representative John B. Cbgiijlij Jr.SenatoFG
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