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The Beginning of the Great Patriotic War 
of the Soviet PeopltT

: ———
O n June 22, 1941, fascist G erm any  launched  a m as­

sive attack  aga in st the Soviet U n io n . .O ne h u n d re d  and  
fifty-three G erm an d iv isions crossed  the  Soviet b o rd e r  
a lo n g  a w id e  f ro n t a n d  G e rm a n  p la n e s  c a r r ie d  o u t 
heav y  bom bing  of b o rd e r po in ts , a irfields, ra ilw ay  s ta ­
tions, and tow ns. A t the sam e tim e, R om ania, H u n g ary , 
and  F inland sen t a com bined to ta l of th irty -seven  d iv i­
sions aga in st the Soviet U nion . A long the Soviet b o r­
d e rs  w ere  con cen tra ted  190 d iv is io n s, c o m p ris in g  5.5 
m illion m en, 3,712 tanks, 4,950 p lanes , 47,260 g u n s and  
m o r ta r s ,  a n d  193 m il i ta ry  s h ip s .2 F a sc is t I ta ly  a lso  
dec la red  w ar on the  Soviet U nion , .and G erm any  w as 
fu rth e r a ided  by Spain  and  Bulgaria. A t the sam e tim e, 
Jap an  kep t a m illion so ld ie rs o f the  w ell-tra ined  K w an- 
tu n g  A rm y read y  for action  a lon g  the  Soviet Far East 
bo rd ers.

The situ a tion  at the  fro n t a t the  b eg inn ing  of the  w a r 
w a s  ex trem ely  u n fav o rab le  fo r th e  Soviet A rm y. T he 
Soviets w ere o u tn u m b ere d  n ea rly  tw o to one. T hey su f­
fered  dev asta tin g  d am ag e  from  enem y a ir a ttacks th a t 
des tro y ed  a lm ost the  en tire  Soviet A ir Force in the first 
tw o  w eek s of the  w a r. By e a rly  Ju ly  1941, G e rm a n s  
o c c u p ie d  L ith u a n ia , a la rg e  p a r t  o f L a tv ia , a n d  th e  
w estern  territo ries of B elorussia and  the  U kraine. G er­
m an  forces w ere  app ro a ch in g  the  W estern  D vina a n d  
the u p p e r  reaches of the D nieper. T ho usand s of Soviet 
so ld ie rs  p e rfo rm e d  u n p a ra lle le d  acts o f b ra v e ry  a n d , 
by  m id-July  1941, the  enem y w as h alted  n ea t Kiev fo r 
sev en ty -th ree  days. T he Wehrmacht k illed  or c a p tu re d  
m o re  th a n  660,000 R u ss ian s— a b o u t o n e - th ird  o f th e  
R ed A rm y— in the  b a ttle s  of K iev. T hese  e n c o u n te rs , 
a lo n g  w i th  th e  B a ttle  o f  U m a n , w e re  th e  g r e a te s t  
defeats in the R ussian p eo p le 's  h is to ry .3 As a resu lt of 
th e  defeat, the n o rth , center, and  the so u th  w ere  w id e  
o p en  to rap id  G erm an advance.

By N o v e m b er o f 1941, the  G e rm a n s  o cc u p ie d  th e  
Baltic states, B elorussia, M oldav ia , m ost of the U kraine, 
th e  C rim ea , a n d  a la rg e  p a r t  or K a re lia , the  fo rm e r  
repub lic  east of F inland. T hey h ad  also seized  a con sid ­
erab le  territo ry  a ro u n d  L en ingrad  and  M oscow . Before 
the  w ar, those p a rts  of the  cou n try  that w ere occupied  
by  N o v e m b e r 1941 h ad  c o n ta in e d  40 p e rc e n t o f th e  
total p o p u la tio n  of the Soviet U nion  and  p ro d u ce d  63 
percen t of the n a tio n 's  coal, 58 p ercen t of its steel, a n d

38 p e rc en t of its  g rain . H u m an  losses w ere  eno rm ous 
a n d  th e  S o v ie t p e o p le 's  in d e p e n d e n c e  w a s  a t s tak e  
once ag a in .4

To Help or Not to Help,
This is the Question

A fter th e  G erm an  invasion  of the Soviet U nion , the 
g o v ern m en ts  o f B ritain  and  the  U n ited  States declared  
th e ir  s u p p o r t  for the  USSR in  its  s tru g g le  aga inst fascist 
a gg ression . O n  June 23, 1941, p re s id e n t F rank lin  Roo­
se v e lt to ld  the  m e d ia , " H itle r 's  a rm ies  are  to d ay  the  
c h ie f d a n g e rs  to  the  A m erica s ."  T h is s ta te m e n t c o n ­
ta ined  n o  c lear p ro m ise  of R ussian  aid  b u t on ly  reflect­
ed  th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t 's  p o licy . O n  the  n e x t d a y , 
h o w e v e r, R o o seve lt a n n o u n c e d  a t a p ress conference  
tha t the U r t te d  S tates w o u ld  give all possib le  help  to 
th e  S o v ie t p e o p le  in  th e ir  s tru g g le  a g a in s t G e rm a n y  
an d  its a llies; p re lim in a ry  d iscussions w ith  Soviet offi­
cials b e g a n  on  June  2 6 ,1941.5

C o n se rv a tiv e s  a rg u e d  n ev e rth e le ss  th a t A m erica 's  
a id  o u g h t to  b e  re s tr ic te d  to p ro v en  fr ie n d s , such  as 
G re a t  B r ita in  a n d  C h in a . In  la te  J u ly  a n d  A u g u s t ,  
C o n g re ss  d e b a te d  th is  su b jec t. Iso la tio n is ts  in s is te d  
th a t aid  to  R ussia w as a id  to C om m unism — even th a t 
w h ich  ex isted  in this coun try . A t the sam e tim e, o thers 
th o u g h t th e  R u ss ian  fro n t m ig h t be A m erica 's  s a lv a ­
tion. In Ju ly  1941, a p u b lic  op in ion  poll ind ica ted  th a t 
54 p e rc e n t of A m ericans o pp o sed  R ussian a id  bu t, by  
S e p te m b e r ,  th o s e  o p p o s e d  d e c lin e d  to 44 p e rc e n t ,  
w h ile  those  w h o  fav o red  h e lp in g  Russia rose to  49 p e r ­
c en t.6 C o n se q u e n tly , b ased  on  the  m e tam o rp h o s is  of 
p u b lic  o p in io n , R o o se v e lt 's  a p p ro a c h  to  a id in g  th e  
Soviets w as cau tio u s b u t  in tu itively  op tim istic . H e d is ­
tru s te d  th e m  b u t d id  n o t th ink  they, in  con tras t to the  
G erm ans , in te n d e d  to  c o n q u e r E urope. R oosevelt cal­
cu la ted  th a t  R ussians w o u ld  resist the G erm an  assau lt 
lo n g e r th a n  an y o n e  an tic ipated , w hich w ou ld  help  the  
B ritish  a n d  p e rh a p s  p rec lu d e  A m erica 's  invo lv em en t.7 
R o o sev e lt re lie d  h e a v ily  on  the  a sse ssm en t o f se n io r  
a d v iso rs  H a rry  H o p k in s  an d  A verell H a rrim a n , w h o  
u rg e d  R o o seve lt to  b r in g  R ussia  in u n d e r  len d -lease . 
R oosevelt s till h e ld  back , how ever.

In  Ju ly  1941, R oosevelt app o in ted  H opk ins, O u m an - 
sky, an d  P u rv is  as an in te rg o v e rn m en ta l com m ittee on  
R u ss ian  a id , a n d  g ra n te d  H o p k in s ' re q u e s t to go  to  
R ussia on  Ju ly  26. H o p k in s  m et w ith  S talin  a n d  o th e r

2 A.M. Soskin, Istoriya KPSS (History of the Com m unist Party of the Soviet Union) (Moscow: Politizdat 1972).
3 Brian Catchpole, A Map History of Russia (London: Butler and Tanner Ltd. 1990).
4 B.D. Datsyuk, Istoriya SSSR, vol 2 (History of the USSR) (Moscow: M ysl' 1970); M.R. Kim, History of the USSR: The Era of Socialism (Moscow: 

Progress Publisher 1982).
5 Robert H. Jones, Roads to Russia (Oklahoma: Oklahoma U niversity Press, 1969).
6 Raymond H. Dawson, The Decision to Aid Russia, 2941 (Chapel Hill: U niversity of N orth  Carolina Press, 1959); Jones, Roads to Russia.
7 Arnold A. Offner, The Origins of the Second World War (Florida: Robert E. Krieger Publish ing Co., Inc. 1986).
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k Soviet au th o ritie s  a n d  cam e to the  conclusion  tha t the 
R ussian s w o u ld  w ith s ta n d  the G erm an  a ttack ; he  ca­
bled W ashington  h is confidence tha t R ussia w o u ld  not 
c o llap se . In ea rly  S e p te m b e r of 1941, R o o sev e lt se n t 
A v e re ll H a rrim a n  to M oscow  as sp e c ia l a d v is o r  for 
len d -lease . H a rr im a n — a large  in v e s to r  in  the  Sov iet 
econom y since 1918— w as to w ork  o u t a tem po ra ry -a id  
p ro g ram  w ith  B ritish rep resen ta tives.

U.S.-Soviet Lend-Lease Negotiations
O n July 7 ,1941, a Soviet de lega tion  flew  from  V lad i­

v ostok  to N om e a n d  then  on to K odiak  and  Seattle  for 
secre t talks w ith  A m erican  officials re g a rd in g  a irc ra ft 
de liveries  to the  USSR and  the feasib ility  of Pacific su p ­
p ly  rou tes. T he Soviet and  A m erican  d e leg a tio n s  d is ­
cussed  several possib le  rou tes for sh ip p in g  p lan es  and  
w a r m ateria ls to  the USSR. The first ro u te  w as the  sea 
ro u te  across the  N o rth  A tlantic a n d  a ro u n d  the  N o rth  
C a p e  to  th e  ic e -fre e  a rc tic  p o r ts  o f M u rm a n s k  a n d  
A rc h a n g e lsk . T h is  ro u te  w a s  s h o r te r  b u t  b y  fa r  th e  
m ore  d an g e ro u s ro u te  because the G erm an  N avy  a n d  
its allies p a tro lled  these areas very  tho ro u g h ly . The sec­
o n d  ro u te  w a s  b y  s h ip  a c ro s s  th e  A t la n t ic  O c e a n , 
a ro u n d  S outh  A .frica's C ape o f G ood  H o p e , a n d  then  
n o r th  to the Iraq i p o rt of Basra, w h ere  su p p lie s  w o u ld  
be load ed  on to  tra in s  and  tran sp o rted  to  Soviet C en tra l 
A sia via Iran . E ither w ay, goo ds took  too long  to reach  
the  USSR, and  the d esert san d s of Iran  ru in e d  a ircra ft 
eng ines .8

F rom  S ep tem ber 29 to O cto ber 1, 1941, re p re se n ta ­
tiv es  from  B rita in , th e  Soviet U n io n , a n d  the  U n ite d  
S tates a tten d ed  a conference held  in M oscow . T his con­
feren ce  d re w  u p  a p la n  fo r d e liv e rie s  o f a rm a m e n ts , 
e q u ip m e n t, an d  foo dstu ffs  to th e  S ov iet U n io n , w h ile  
th e  USSR in  its  tu rn  a g re ed  to  p ro v id e  s tra te g ic  ra w  
m a teria ls  for B ritain  and  the U nited  S tates.9 D uring  the  
conference H a rrim a n  for the  first tim e su g g e s te d  d e liv ­
ery  of U n ited  S tates a ircraft to R ussia  v ia  A laska a n d  
Siberia using  A m erican  crew s. H o w ev er, S talin  rejec ted  
th is idea  un cond ition ally , p e rh ap s to avo id  p ro v o k in g  
Ja p a n . D esp ite  so m e  po litica l ten sio n  a t th e  M oscow  
conference, on  O ctober 30 R oosevelt a p p ro v e d  a n d  on  
N o v em b er 4 , 1941, Stalin  accep ted  $1 b illio n  in  a id  to 
be  rep a id  in ten  years, in terest free .10

A lth o u g h  the  Soviet g o v ern m en t w a s  p le a sed  w ith

the  a id , they  com pla ined  tha t no  serious m ilitary  action  
h a d  b een  taken  by the Allies against G erm any a n d  that 
th e  S o v ie t U n io n  w a s  b e a r in g  th e  b ru n t  of th e  w a r  
a lo n e . R u ss ia n s  s u g g e s te d  th a t the  B ritish  a n d  U.S. 
o p e n  a seco n d  fro n t in France or the Balkans o r send  
tro o p s  th ro u g h  Iran — w h ich  the  R ussians a n d  B ritish  
h a d  jo in tly  o c c u p ie d  in A u g u st in  o rd e r  to p re c lu d e  
G e rm a n  in flu en c e  th e re — to a ttack  the  U k ra in e  from  
the  s o u th . T he  Soviet g o v ern m en t con tinued  to  in sis t 
th a t o p e n in g  a secon d  fron t in  E u rop e  w o u ld  re liev e  
p re s su re  from  enem y attacks on  the Eastern Front. The 
A llies, h o w ev er, w ere  re luctan t to initiate th is p la n  at 
th a t  t im e  b e c a u se  o f lack  of th e  fo rces fo r a se co n d  
f ro n t a n d  th e ir  inv o lv em en t in the  Pacific a n d  N o rth  
A f r ic a n  th e a te r s .  C h u rc h i l l ,  S ta lin , a n d  R o o s e v e lt  
u n d e rs to o d  th a t the re  w as y e t no  ag reem en t on  jo in t 
w a r  o r p eace  a im s, so the A llies m ade  a com m itm en t 
o n ly  to p ro v id e  lend-lease  su p p o rt to R ussia.11

In  D ecem ber 1941, the U n ited  States a n d  the  USSR 
s ig n e d  the  firs t lend-lease pro toco l to p rov id e  a id  to the 
S o v ie t U n io n . T he USSR acc ep te d  m o st of th e  le n d - 
le a s e  te r m s ,  b u t  sp e c if ic  d e ta i l s  h a d  n o t  y e t  b e e n  
w o rk e d  ou t. O n  M ay 29, 1942, V yacheslav M olo tov , a 
S o v ie t  fo re ig n  c o m m iss a r  a n d  Jo sep h  S ta l in 's  r ig h t  
h a n d  o n  fo reign  affairs, a rrived  in the U n ited  S ta tes to 
d isc u ss  the  lend-lease  m atters. This w as the  first official 
v is it  o f th e  S o v ie t d ig n ita ry  to  A m erican  so il. B eing  
c a u tio u s  a n d  u n ce rta in  in a fo rm erly  h ostile  c o u n try , 
h e  c a r r ie d  in  h is  lu g g a g e  so m e sa u sa g e s , a p ie ce  o f 
b lack  b rea d , a n d  a p isto l for su rv ival if need  b e .12 The 
p ro v is io n s  sh o w  ju s t how  s tra in ed  re la tion sh ip s  w ere  
b e tw e e n  the  e a s te rn  and  w estern  allies. N ev erth e less , 
d u r in g  M o lo to v 's  v is it P residen t R oosevelt su g g e s te d  
th a t  (1) A m e ric a n  a irc ra ft be flow n  to th e  USSR v ia  
A lask a  a n d  Siberia and  (2) that R ussian  sh ip s p ick  u p  
le n d - le a s e  s u p p lie s  from  A m erica 's  W est C o as t p o r ts  
fo r fe rry in g  across the  Pacific to V lad ivostok  a n d  o th er 
R u s s ia n  F a r E ast p o rts . T h is w as in a d d itio n  to  tw o  
o th e r  ro u te s  (the  n o r th e rn  ru n  to M u rm an sk  a n d  the  
I r a n  ro u te )  p ro p o se d  in Ju ly . In  th is w ay , len d -le a se  
s u p p lie s  cou ld  m o re  quickly and  safely reach th e  Ural 
i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p le x  a ro u n d  M a g n i to g o r s k  v ia  th e  
T ran s-S ib erian  Railw ay.

A fte r  carefu l considera tion  of variou s p ro p o sa ls , the 
b e s t  r o u te  fo r  p la n e s  se e m e d  to  be v ia  A la s k a  a n d

8 Stan Cohen, The Forgotten War: A Pictorial History of World War II in Alaska and Northwestern Canada (Missoula: Pictorial Histories Publishing 
Company, 1981); Cohen, The Forgotten War, second edition, 1988.

9 M.R. Kim, History of the USSR.
10 Offiner, The Origins of the Second World War.
n Ibid.; P.N. Pospelov, Istoriya Kommunisticheskoy Partii: 1938-1945, vol. 5, part 1 (History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union: 1938- 

1945), (Moscow: Politicheskaya Literatura 1970).
12 Robert Francaviglia, "The Alaska-Siberia Aircraft Ferry Project (1942-1945)," manuscript (Juneau: Alaska State Library 1973); Bums J. Mac­

Gregor, Roosevelt, the Soldier of Freedom 11940-1945) (New York: 1970).
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Siberia. A lth o u g h  g rea t d is tances w ere  inv o lv ed  and 
th e  w o r s t  p o s s ib le  w e a th e r  c o n d i t io n s  w o u ld  be  
e n c o u n te red , the p lan es w o u ld  be de live red  in fly ing 
condition  and  the possib ility  of enem y in te rfe rence  w as 
rem ote. A m erican  su p p o rt for the A laska-Siberia rou te  
w as also b ased  on  the hope that, even tua lly , S iberia 's  
a ir bases w o u ld  be used  for bom bing  ra id s on Ja p a n .13 
The Soviets, h o w ever, w ere hesitan t to use this rou te . 
T h ey  th o u g h t th a t the  A laska-S iberia  ro u te  w a s  too  
d a n g e ro u s  a n d  im p rac tica l, th a t S iberian  c itie s  w ere  
no t p rep a red  to accom m odate  the heavy  a ir traffic, and  
tha t the p resen ce  of A m ericans in the Soviet Far East 
w ou ld  be u n w a n te d . The Soviets w ere also a fra id  that 
the Pacific su p p ly  routes, and  the A laska-Siberia ro u te  
in p articu la r , w o u ld  p ro vok e  Japanese  m ilita ry  action 
a ga in s t R ussia. N evertheless, w ith  losses m o u n tin g  on 
th e  se a  r u n  to  M u rm a n s k  a n d  th e  g r e a t  d is ta n c e s  
invo lved  in the  M idd le  East, the Soviets finally  agreed  
to o p en  the A laska-Siberia a ir rou te  on A ug. 3, 1942.14 
The final lend-lease  ag reem en t w as signed in W ash in g ­
to n , D .C ., o n  J u n e  11, 1942, e n t i t l e d  " A g r e e m e n t  
betw een  g o v ern m en ts  of the USSR and  USA on p rin c i­
p les e m p lo y e d  to the  m u tu a l assistance  in f ig h tin g  a 
w ar aga in s t th e  agg ress io n ."15

T he A laska-S iberia  d e liv e ry  ro u te  finally  becam e a 
rea lity  in A u g u s t 1942. The a ir ro u te  connected  G reat 
Falls, M o n ta n a , E d m o n to n  a n d  W h iteh o rse , C a n a d a , 
F a irb an k s, G a le n a , a n d  N om e, A laska. A m a jo r field 
w a s  b u i l t  in  N o m e , th e  la s t  s to p p in g  p o in t  fo r  th e  
p lan es before they  left for Siberia. In Siberia a irp lan es  
c on tinued  th e ir  long  trip  from  U el'em  th ro u g h  M arko- 
v o , I a k u ts k ,  K ire n s k , K ra s n o ia rs k , a n d , f in a l ly ,  to  
N ovosib irsk . In  the th irty -one  m o n th s of the  p ro g ram , 
nea rly  e igh t th o u san d  aircraft w ere sen t th ro u g h  G reat 
Falls for tran sfe r to Russia.

The Russians are Coming
O n A u g u s t  26, 1942, th e  f irs t S ov iet e n v o y s , C ol. 

P isk u n o v  a n d  A lex is  A. A n is im o v , m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
Soviet P u rc h as in g  C om m ission , a rriv ed  in N o m e. O n 
S ep tem ber 4, 1942, the  first R ussian a ircraft a rriv ed  in 
A laska b rin g in g  m ore m ission  m em bers to se t u p  p e r ­

m an en t com m and sta tion s a t L add Field, in F airbanks, 
and in N om e. By the  su m m e r of 1943, there  w ere  m any 
R u s s ia n s  s t a t io n e d  a t F a i r b a n k s ,  N o m e , G a le n a , 
E d m o n to n , and  G reat Falls; at the  h e ig h t of th e  p ro ­
g ra m  th e re  vveie a n y w h e re  fro m  150 to  600 S o v ie t 
p ilo ts and  o ther personnel at Ladd Field a lo n e .16 Those 
Soviets w ho  w ere a ss ig n ed  to w ork  on  A m erican  soil 
w ere  ideologically  d rilled  to m ain ta in  loya lty  to the ir 
m o th erlan d  and  psy cho lo g ica lly  th re a ten e d  a b o u t the  
possib le  consequences if th e y  d id  not. S ep ara te  facili­
ties w ere  b u ilt in F airbanks and  N om e for R ussian  offi­
cers a n d  o th er staff. The R ussian  g o v ern m en t a lso  p re ­
fe r re d  to  u se  i ts  o w n  in te r p r e te r s ,  p r e d o m in a n t ly  
w om en  in un ifo rm  w ho  h ad  p assed  classified clearance 
p ro c e d u re s  in the Soviet U n io n  befo re  com ing  to the 
U n ited  S ta tes .17

A lth o u g h  th e  R u ss ia n  a irm e n  w h o  w e re  s e n t  to  
A laska to p ick  up  the  lend-lease  a ircraft w ere  g u ests  in  
A laska and  the A laska m ission  w as reg a rd ed  as a res t 
from  c o m b a t, they  te n d e d  to  rem a in  a lo o f  fro m  the  
A m erican s. Som etim es S ov iets soc ia lized  w ith  A m er­
icans a n d  expressed  their ideological v iew s, b u t re luc­
tan tly  a n d  w ith  g re a t c au tio n . For the  m o s t p a r t , the  
S o v ie ts  a n d  A m e r ic a n s  w e re  c o rd ia l  to w a r d s  o n e  
an o th e r and  som e o f them  becam e good acq uain tances 
a fte rw a rd s , leaving  a lasting  m ark  of a good  m em ory  
a n d  c o m p a s s io n  fo r  each  o th e r .18 H o w e v e r , S o v ie t 
ins is tence  th a t the p lan es be in perfect con d itio n  before 
b e in g  f lo w n  to  S ib e ria  c a u s e d  c o n s ta n t  d e la y s  a n d  
som e an tag o n ism  b etw een  the  tw o com m ands.

T h ere  w ere  m an y  c rash es by b o th  the  R ussian  and  
A m erican  p ilo ts, caused  m ain ly  by w e a th e r  cond itions 
b u t a lso  by  poor m ain tenance  and  o v erlo ad ing , lack of 
fuel, a n d , in c id e n ta lly , a la rg e  c o n s u m p tio n  o f h a rd  
liq u o r by  R ussian  p ilo ts the d ay  before a long  and  d a n ­
g ero u s jou rn ey . Bill S choeppe  rem em bers th a t the  w in ­
ter of 1942-43 w as extrem ely  cold in A laska and  p lan es 
h ad  to be  w in te rized  before  they  could  be flow n o u t in  
v e ry  d if f ic u lt  c o n d itio n s .19 F rom  S e p te m b e r 1942 to 
S ep tem ber 1945,133 p lan es w ere  lost to w e a th e r co n d i­
tio n s  o r  p i lo t  e r r o r — o n ly  1.6 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  7 ,983 
p lan es  tha t w ere  de live red  to the R ussians.20

13 Hubert Van Tuyll, Feeding the Bear: American aid to the Soviet Union: 1941-1945 (New York: Greenwood Press, 1989).
14 Cohen, The Forgotten War (1981); Cohen, second edition (1988); Jay H. Moor, "World War II in Alaska: The Northwest Route; A Bibliogra­

phy and Guide to Primary Sources," Alaska Historical Commission Studies in History. No. 175 (Anchorage, Alaska: Alaska Historical Commission,
1985).

15 Zatsarinsky, Ekonomicheskiye otnosheniya SSSR s Zarubezlmymistranami.
16 Cohen, The Forgotten War (1981); Cohen, second edition (1988); Moor, "World War II in Alaska: The Northwest Route; A Bibliography and 

Guide to Primary Sources."
17 Randy Acord and Bill Schoeppe: personal communication, 1993.
18 Bill Schoeppe, Randy Acord, and Charles Binkley: personal communication, 1993.
19 Bill Schoeppe: personal communication, 1993.
20 Oleg Chechin, "Rescue of a Soviet Navigator," Soviet Life, 1989,11:39-42; Cohen, The Forgotten War (1981); Cohen, second edition (1988); E.F. 

Furler Jr., "Beneath the Midnight Sun," Air Classics, 1984,20:3: pp. 25-34.
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Trust but Verify
" In  fo u r  y e a rs  of w a r, th e  U n ited  S ta te s  s u p p lie d  

n e a rly  fifteen  th o u sa n d  a irc ra ft to the  Soviet U nion . 
M ore  than  h a lf w ere  flow n  over the n o r th w e s t  ro u te  
th ro u g h  A laska. L ooking  back, som e A m erican  m ili­
tary  exp erts  q u estio ned  w h e th er the R ussians n eed ed  
all these  a irc ra ft. By 1943, the USSR w as b u ild in g  a 
g rea t n u m b er of p lanes in factories in the Ural M o u n ­
ta in s  an d  a lre a d y  h ad  techn ica l m ilita ry  su p e r io r ity  
o v e r the en em y .21 In 1943, Soviet in d u s try  p ro d u c e d  
th irty -fiv e  th o u sa n d  a irp lan es  and  tw en ty -fo u r th o u ­
san d  tanks a n d  self-p ropelled  guns, com pared  to tw en ­
ty - f iv e  th o u s a n d  a ir p la n e s  a n d  e ig h te e n  th o u s a n d  
tan k s  p ro d u c e d  by  G erm an y .22 In  su m , d esp ite  th e ir  
s m a l le r  in d u s t r i a l  c a p a c ity  a n d  a r e d u c e d  b a se  o f 
s trateg ic  raw  m aterials, the Soviet U nion still p ro d u ced  
m ore  m ilitary  eq u ip m en t than  G erm any  w ith  a claim ed 
to ta l o u tp u t  d u r in g  w a r of 137,000 a irc ra ft, 104,000 
tan k s  a n d  se lf -p ro p e lle d  g u n s , an d  488,000 a r ti lle ry  
p ieces.23

A c co rd in g  to so m e m ilita ry  a n a ly s ts  and  to so m e 
A m e r ic a n  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  th e  p ro g r a m , th e  S o v ie t 
U n io n  w as stockp iling  lend-lease equ ip m en t for p o s t­
w a r  u se  a n d  p r o b a b ly  u s e d  th e  a i r  r o u te  fo r 
e s p io n a g e .24 A m e ric a n  s o ld ie r s  o f th e  K o rea n  W ar 
(1950-53) w e re  p u z z le d  to  see  so  m u c h  A m e ric a n  
e q u ip m e n t c a p tu re d  by  A m erican  tro o p s d u r in g  tha t 
conflict.25 E v iden tly  the C hinese and  Soviets p ro v id ed  
m ilita ry  a id  to K orea u sing  the very  sam e su p p lies  they 
h a d  them selves received from  the U nited  States several 
years earlier. A m erican  analysts w ere  n o t p rep a red  to 
exp lain  the ex ten t and  in ten tion  of Soviet secrecy d u r ­
ing W orld  W ar II— ran g in g  from  com bat op era tio ns to 
ag ricu ltu ra l p ro d u ctio n . In form ation  w ou ld  o ften  have 
to com e d irectly  from  Stalin, w hich  led som e officials 
to c o n c lu d e  th a t " ... S ta lin  a p p a re n tly  w as th e  o n ly  
ind iv id u a l in  the Soviet U nion w ho had  the au th o rity  
to g ive som e in fo rm atio n " .26

Som e A m erican  experts also a rg u e  tha t som e u ran i­
u m  w a s  s h ip p e d  th ro u g h  G re a t F a lls  to  th e  S o v ie t 
U n ion  and  that, in M ay 1944, U.S. T reasu ry  b an kno te  
p la tes had  gone u p  the  a ir rou te .27 O f course, o p p o sin g

view s d en y  any such  Russian consp iracy .28
M uch in fo rm ation  rem ains that speaks of the help fu l 

U.S. a tt i tu d e  tow ard  the  USSR and vice versa  d u r in g  
the w ar. H in ts  tha t p o st-w ar ev a lu a tio n  of the Soviet 
len d -lease  p ro g ram  m ay uncover som e e m b arra ss in g  
facts a re  eng en d ered  m ore by the con tex t of the C old  
W ar a n d  by  g lobal fo reign  affairs p o lic ies th a t b eg an  
d u r in g  the  T rum an  presidency  than  by  any  w ro n g d o ­
ing  d u rin g  the w ar. It is not su rp ris in g  tha t the  H o use  
of R ep resen ta tiv es ' hearing  d u rin g  the M cC arthy  era  in 
the la te  1940s and  early  1950s exaggera ted  and  fab rica t­
ed m u ch  in o rd er to persecu te  liberal th ink ers , rad ical 
socialists, a n d  those sym pathetic  to the Soviet U n ion .29

Feeding the Russian Bear
F rom  1941 to 1945, abou t $12.5 billion in w ar m a te ri­

als a n d  o th e r  su p p lies  w as sh ip ped  to the  Soviet U nion  
o v er fo u r m ajor ro u tes.30 In add itio n  to m ilitary  e q u ip ­
m e n t, th e  USSR rece iv ed  such  n o n -m ilita ry  ite m s as 
c ig a re tte  case s , rec o rd s , w o m e n 's  c o m p a c ts , f ish in g  
tackle, do lls, p lay g ro u n d  equ ipm en t, cosm etics, foods, 
and  even  13,328 sets of false teeth. The Soviet req u ests  
fo r fo o d  e m p h a s iz e d  can n ed  m e a t (T u sh o n k a ) , fa ts , 
d r ie d  p ea s  and  beans, p o ta to  chips, p o w d e re d  so u p s  
an d  eggs, d e h y d ra te d  fruits and  vegetab les, a n d  o th e r  
p a c k a g e d  fo od  item s. A lth o u g h  d e h y d ra tio n  so lv e d  
sh ip p in g  p rob lem s to Russia, such  req u ests  a lso  re su lt­
ed  in  th e  ra p id  e x p a n sio n  of A m erican  d e h y d ra tin g  
fa c ilitie s , w h ic h  e v e n tu a lly  in f lu e n c e d  th e  d o m e s tic  
m ark e t a n d  d ie t of the A m erican peop le  from  the p o s t­
w a r p e rio d  un til the p resen t.

L end-lease  accounts show  tha t in 1945 alone, a b o u t 
5.1 m illio n  tons of foodstuffs left for the  Soviet U n ion  
from  the  U n ited  S tates, w hile their ow n  1945 to ta l a g ri­
c u l tu r e  o u tp u t  re a c h e d  a p p ro x im a te ly  53.5 m il l io n  
to n s .31 If  th e  tw e lv e -m illio n -m e m b e r  S o v ie t A rm y  
re c e iv e d  a ll of th e  fo o d stu ffs  th a t a r r iv e d  in  R u ss ia  
th ro u g h  len d -lease  from  the U n ited  S tates, th e n  each  
m an  a n d  w om an  w ou ld  have been  su p p lie d  w ith  m o re  
than  a h a lf p o u n d  of concen trated  food p e r  d a y  for the  
d u r a t io n  o f  th e  w a r . U n d o u b te d ly  le n d - le a s e  fo o d  
p ro v ed  v ita l to the m ain tenance of a d e q u a te  n u tr itio n

21 George Racey Jordan, Major Jordan's Diaries (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1952),
22 Soskin, Istoriya KPSS.
23 Kim, History of the USSR.
24 Randy Acord: personal communication, 1993.
25 Gerald Dorsher, a veteran of the Korean War: personal communication, 1993.
26 Van Tuyll, Feeding the Bear: American aid to the Soviet Union: 3 941-1945.
27 Jordan, Major Iordan's Diaries; Jordan, From Major Iordan's Diaries, manuscript (Alaska State Historical Library, 1965).
28 Bill Schoeppe: personal communication, 1993.
29 Jay H. Moor, "World War II in Alaska: The Northwest Route; A Bibliography and Guide to Primary Sources."
30 Van Tuyll, Feeding the Bear: American aid to the Soviet Union: 1941-1945.
31 Jones, Roads to Russia.
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levels for Soviets and o th er lend-lease beneficiaries. For 
exam ple, in 1944, 2 p e rcen t o f-the  U nited  S tates food 
su p p ly  w as exported  to the Soviet U nion, 4 p ercen t to 
o th e r  len d -le ase  rec ip ien ts , 1 p e rc e n t in co m m erc ia l 
e x p o rt, an d  13 p erc en t to the  U n ited  S tates m ilita ry . 
T h is aid w as on ly  possib le  d u e  to the sacrifices m ad e  
by the A m erican  peop le  and  the eno rm ous increase  in 
A m erican  ag ricu ltu ra l and  in d u s tria l p ro d u c tio n — u p  
280 percen t by  1944 over the 1935-1939 average .32

A ltho ugh  the  Soviet g o v ern m en t tried  to m in im ize  
th e  im p o rtan ce  of the  len d -lease  s u p p o r t b y  a rg u in g  
th a t the U n ited  S tates su p p lie s  to R ussia re p re se n te d  
o n ly  4 to 10 p ercen t of the total Soviet U nion  p ro d u c ­
tion  du rin g  the  w ar, the aid  item s w ere essen tia l for the  
su rv iv a l of the Soviet U nion. For exam ple, w h ile  Soviet 
p ro d u c tio n  of steel w as abo u t n ine  m illion tons in 1942, 
u n d e r  lend-lease the Soviet U nion received a b o u t th ree  
m illion  tons of steel. The Soviet T-34 tank eng in e  a n d  
Soviet a ircraft m ade  use of lend-lease a lu m in u m . C o p ­
p e r  sh ipm en ts (abou t fou r m illion  tons) equaled  three- 
q u a rte rs  of the entire  Soviet copp er p ro d u c tio n  for the  
y e a rs  1941-1944. A b o u t 800,000 to n s  of n o n - fe r ro u s  
m eta ls  (e.g. m agn esium , nickel, zinc, lead, tin), a m il­
lion  m iles of field te leg raph  w ire, 2,120 m iles of m arin e  
c ab le  and  1,140 m iles o f su b m a rin e  cab le  fo rm e d  a n  
im pressive  figure, especially  w h en  com pared  to Soviet 
p ro d u c tio n .33

In ad d itio n  to  n on -m ilita ry  item s, the  Soviet U n ion  
a lso  received  u n d e r  the  len d -lease  ag reem en t: 15,000 
a irp lan es— equivalen t to  12 percen t of those  p ro d u c e d  
in Soviet p lan ts ; 9,000 tanks and  se lf-p ropelled  gun s, o r 
10 p e rc e n t o f S o v ie t p ro d u c tio n ;  362,000 le n d - le a s e  
tru c k s  and  47,000 jee p s— com p ared  to 130,000 tru c k s  
m a n u fac tu red  in  the  Soviet U nion. All th is e q u ip m e n t 
g rea tly  con trib u ted  to the  m obility  and  su rv iv a l of the  
R ed  A rm y . U n fo r tu n a te ly , m a n y  of th e se  m a te r ia ls  
d e te r io ra te d  b ecause  they  w ere  po o rly  m a in ta in e d  o r 
w a ste fu lly  s to ck p ile d  d u e  to Soviet c a re le ssn ess  a n d  
th e  ineffic ien t s ta te  in fra s tru c tu re . H o w ev er, m o st o f 
the  m ateria ls w ere  w idely  used  and  often a d m ire d  by  
R ed A rm y so ld iers. In fact, the  legendary  Soviet a ir ace 
a n d  th ree -tim e  H ero  of the Soviet U n ion , A le x a n d e r  
P o kryshk in , used  a lend-lease A iracobra to sh o o t d o w n  
fo r ty -e ig h t o f th e  fif ty -n in e  N azi p la n e s  c re d ite d  to 
h im .34

M an y  n o n -m ili ta ry  a n d  m ilita ry  ite m s w e re  f u n ­
n elled  th ro ugh  G reat Falls. The U nited States received  
p ay m en t from  R ussia for only a sm all fraction  of these

item s. H o w e v e r , Bill S ch o ep p e , a re s id e n t  of Ju n e au  
a n d  th e n  an  a irp la n e  m e ch a n ic  a t L ad d  F ie ld , F a ir­
b anks, rem em b ers  that tw o a irp lan es  load ed  w ith  ten 
th o u san d  p o u n d s  of g o ld—v alued  a t ab o u t $5.6 m illion 
in 1943— traveled  from  Siberia to the L ow er 48 in 1943. 
N o  w ritten  reco rd  has been  found  so  far of th a t tra n s­
action  o r of o th e r transactions of a s im ila r n a tu re . The 
r e c o rd s  of th e  F o re ig n  E c o n o m ic  A d m in is t r a t io n 's  
(FEA ) D iv is io n  of S o v ie t S u p p ly  (DSS) h a v e  d is a p ­
p ea red . T he N ational A rchives does n o t h av e  them  and  
n e ith e r  d o es the D ep artm en t of State. In  the  early  1970s 
m an y  o f the  FEA records w ere  in a d v e rten tly  sh re d d e d , 
a n d  DSS reco rd s m ay have been  am o n g  those  th a t w ere  
d e s tro y e d .35

Thanks, bu t No Thanks
U n d o u b te d ly , the  A laska-S iberia  le n d -le a se  a g re e ­

m e n t is a focal p o in t in  m o d e m  h isto ry . M any  A laskans 
w o rk ed  tog e th e r w ith  R ussians on the  coop era tive  p ro ­
g ra m . A lth o u g h  the  tw o  n a tio n s  s t il l  faced  p o ss ib le  
in v a s io n  by  the  Jap an ese , the n o r th w e s t ro u te  w a s  a 
veh icle  for hope. Just a few  m on th s a fte r the  tid e  of w a r 
tu rn e d  in  favor of the Allies, ho w ever, exp ec ta tio n s  of 
c o n tin u e d  p o st-w ar cooperation  sh ifted  to m u tu a l su s ­
p ic ion  a n d  antagon ism .

F ra n k lin  D. R o o se v e lt w a s  m o s t in s t r u m e n ta l  in  
h o ld in g  the  A llies toge ther aga in st th e ir  enem ies  d u r ­
ing  the  w a r and  w as responsib le  for im p lem en ta tio n  of 
the  len d -lease  p ro g ram  to the Soviet U n ion . R oosevelt 
g am b le d  fo u r tim es on strateg ic  p lan n ing : H e  p red ic ted  
B rita in 's  su rv iv a l and  he  w on. He believed  th a t R ussia 
w o u ld  w ith s ta n d  G er an a ttack  and  he  w o n  aga in . H e  
w as con fid en t th a t G erm any  and  Japan  w o u ld  e v e n tu ­
a lly  be d e fea ted  a n d  he w as rig h t a th ird  tim e. A n d  he 
fu r th e r  sp e cu la ted  tha t by  n o t a ttach in g  a d o lla r  sign  o r 
p o litic a l s tr in g s  to  R ussian  a id , he  co u ld  se cu re  th e ir  
fr ie n d sh ip  an d  coop eration  after the w ar. But th is tim e 
he  lost. H e  lost because h e  naively  b elieved  th a t s in ce r­
i ty  a n d  g o o d  in te n t io n s  w o u ld  c h a n g e  C o m m u n is t  
ob jectives a g a in s t  cap ita lis t co u n trie s . R o o seve lt h e ld  
the  illu sio n  th a t lend-lease w as a channel o f c o m m u n i­
c a tio n  w ith  th e  Soviet p eo p le  th a t w o u ld  e v e n tu a lly  
b rin g  a b o u t dem ocracy  in the Soviet U nion  a n d  cause  
p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  the W est to flourish . In rea lity  it w as  
o n ly  a c h a n n e l o f co m m u n ica tio n  w ith  o n e  S o v ie t—  
Jo sep h  S talin . In fact, few Soviets knew  m u ch  ab o u t the  
m a g n itu d e  of A m erican  a id  to R ussia and  the  sacrifices 
con n ected  w ith  the p ro g ram  36

32 Ibid.; Van Tuyll, Feeding the Bear: American aid to the Soviet Union: 1941-1945.
33 Jones, Roads to Russia; Van Tuyll, Feeding the Bear: American aid to the Soviet Union: 1941-1945.
34 Jones, Roads to Russia; personal communication with Pokryshkin's son, 1991.
35 Moor, "World War II in Alaska: The Northwest Route; A Bibliography and Guide to Primary Sources."
36 Boris Dolitsky, Soviet Army officer from 1939 to 1947: personal communication, 1993.
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R elying o n  u n w ritten  ru les of political rec ip ro c ity , 
oo sev elt w a s  o ften  p uzz led  tha t the S ov iet g o v e rn ­

m ent refused  to perm it W estern allies to sen d  m ilitary  
observers and  technicians to the Eastern Front. H e  w as 
also pu zz led  by  the Soviets' v igorous insistence on  the 
o p en in g  of a second front in E urope early  in the  w ar, 
th is  w h e n  th e  U.S. w as a lread y  inv o lv ed  in  m ilita ry  
activ ities in the  Pacific and  N orth  A frican th e a te rs , as 
w ell as w ith  lend-lease convoys to Europe. These A llied  
ac tiv itie s  d iv e r te d  sig n ifican t enem y  fo rces from  the  
E astern  Front. Som etim es Roosevelt w as irr ita ted  tha t 
the Soviets could  no t un derstand  the com plexity  o f the 
lend-lease delivery  to the Soviet U nion and  its logistics; 
fu rth er, the U.S. C ongress and 49 percent of the A m eri­
can people  w ere consistently  reluctant to su p p o rt Soviet 
aH . The A m erican adm in istration  often q u a rre le d  w ith  
the Soviets abo u t delivery schedules. The Soviets even  
re fu se d  to o p e n  the  A laska-S iberia  le n d - le a se  ro u te  
u n ti l  A u g u s t  o f 1942, w h e n  th e y  re a liz e d  th a t  th e y  
m ig h t n o t h av e  o th er a lternatives. In a d d itio n , S ov ie t 
au th o ritie s  ins is ted  u po n  m ore rig id  specifica tio ns for 
th e  w a r  e q u ip m e n t  th a n  d id , fo r in s ta n c e , th e  w a r  
offices of Britain. As a resu lt of all these com plica tion s 
and  m iscom m unication , A m erican officials w ere  u n ab le  
to adequate ly  observe the use m ade of W estern  e q u ip ­
m ent. They h a d  to rely largely on ra th er v ag u e  an d  g en ­
eral repo rts  m ade  by Soviet authorities tha t g rea t q u a n ­
tities of A m erican  equ ipm en t, for exam ple, w ere  bein g  
u sed  in the 1945 offensive.

But w h a t w as m ost aston ish ing  to A m erican  re p re ­

sen ta tives w as Soviet re luctance  to acknow ledge, e ither 
in  th e  p re s s  o r in  p u b lic , the  s u p p o r t  th e y  rec e iv ed  
from  the  U nited  States. A t the end  of the w ar, the Sovi­
et g o v ern m en t regarded  lend-lease  as an insign ifican t 4 
p e rc e n t  of th e  to ta l in d u s tr ia l  p ro d u c t io n  of S o v ie t 
e n te rp r i s e s .  T h e  p ro d u c t io n  o f S o v ie t i n d u s t r y ,  of 
c ou rse , h a s  a lw ay s been  e x a g g e ra te d  to d e m o n s tra te  
th e  a c c o m p lish m e n ts  a n d  a d v a n ta g e s  o f th e  S o v ie t 
socialist state. O n June 19, 1962, Soviet G eneral Secre­
tary  N ik ita  K hruschev  asse rted  th a t "... d u rin g  W orld  
W ar II A m erican  m o nop o lis ts  m ade  b illions of do llars  
on  w a r  d e liv e rie s . T h ey  fa tte n e d  th e m se lv e s  on  the  
b lood  of peo p le  lost d u rin g  tw o  w o rld  w ars ."37 T he aid 
p ro g ram  w as p ic tu red  by  Soviet h is to rian s  as an  effort 
to  e x p a n d  A m erica n  im p e r ia l ism  a n d  to  u se  S o v ie t 
resistance  for their ow n m ob ilization .

S o v ie ts  e ffo rts  to m in im iz e  th e  ro le  of le n d -le a se  
m ay have  been  m otivated  by con sid e ra tio n s  of nation a l 
p res tig e  and  im age. O nly  recen tly  h ave  Soviet scho lars  
been  a d m ittin g  that lend -lease  ac tu a lly  c o n trib u ted  to 
the  w a r effort. A lthou gh  d u r in g  the  w a r the Soviet g ov­
e rn m en t gave d ecorations to a n u m b e r of W esterners , 
and  it recen tly  ho no red  seam en  w h o  h ad  served  on  the 
M u rm an sk  ru n , they  still e m p h as iz e  the  sm all size  of 
le n d - le a s e  in  re la t io n  to  S o v ie t p ro d u c t io n  a n d  the  
h e ro ism  of the  Soviet p e o p le  in d e liv e rin g  len d -lease  
su p p lie s .38

A l e x a n d e r  B . D o l i t s k y  te a c h e s  R u s s ia n  s tu d i e s  a t  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la sk a  in  J u n e a u .

37 Nikita Khruschev, cited in Jones, .toads to Russia.
38 Pyotr Petrov, "W hen We Were All.es", Soviet Life, 1991a, M arch issue, part 1, pp. 42-4; "W hen W e W ere allies", Soviet Life. 1991b, M ay issue, 

part 2: pp. 18-19.
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Fairbanks North Star Borough office of the Mayor
809 Pioneer Road RO. Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 907/459-1300

Fax 907/459-1102 
Email mayor@co.fairbanks.ak.us

March 14,2001

Mr. Alexander Dolitsky 
Alaska-Siberia Research Center 
PO Box 34871 
Juneau, AK 99803

Dear Mr. Dolitsky,

As Mayor of the Fairbanks North Star Borough, I am very much in support of the 
proposed monument for the Alaska-Siberia Lend Lease Memorial.

This monument will contribute to our further understanding of Russian-American 
relations and will bring to Fairbanks the great respect, fecognition and thanks to our 
veterans.

It would be fitting to have this memorial in Fairbanks to memorialize the World War II 
program.

/psh

m

mailto:mayor@co.fairbanks.ak.us


A l a s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

R ichard Foster 
P.O. Box 1630 
Nome, AK 99762 
907-443-5036 
Fax 907-2162

D uring Session 
State Capitol Rm. 410 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
907-465-3789 
Fax 907-465-3242

March 2001

M ajority Whip

during World War II. See attached information

R  F b s T ^ L -  A ^ o r n e  3 3

rlgMission, Chevak,Elim, Emmonak, Gambell, Golovin, Hooper Bay, Kotlik, Kcyuk,Mekoryuk,Mountain 
Nightmute, Nome, Pitka’s Point, St. Mary’s, St. Michael, Savoonga, Scammon Bay, Shaktoolik, Sheldon Point, 

Ctebbins, Teller, Toksool; Bay, Tununak, Unalakleet, V» .lite Mountain

y  Alakanuk 
Village, Ne<

To Whom It May Concern: 

We, members of the Alaska House of Representatives, support the Alaska-Siberia 
Research Center (AKSRC) in their efforts to erect a monumental bronze sculpture 
commemorating the Lend-Lease program between the United States and Russia



T on y K n o w l e s 
G overnor

govemor@gov.state.ak.us

P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001 

(907) 465-3500 
Fax (907) 465-3532 
www.gov.statc.ak.us

Sta te  o f  A la sk a
O ffice of the G overnor 

Ju n e a u

March 2001

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of a proposal by the Alaska-Siberia Research Center and sculptor 
R.T. Wallen, both of Juneau, Alaska, to erect a sculpture in Fairbanks honoring the 
World War II Alaska-Siberia Lend Lease program and the veterans who were a part of it.

The wartime Lend Lease Act designated Alaska as the exchange point between the U.S. 
and the Soviet Union from 1942 to 1945. The U.A. Army Corps 7th Ferry Group flew 
nearly 8,000 aircraft hauling tons of materials and supplies. They flew from Great Falls, 
Montana, across various bases in Canada, to Army Ladd Airfield in Fairbanks, now 
known as Fort Wainwright. From Fairbanks, members of the Soviet Air Force piloted the 
planes across Alaska and Siberia to the Russian warfront.

Soldiers and their families made considerable sacrifices to serve their country. Great 
respect is due them and it is my belief that any means of increasing recognition and 
thanks to veterans is warranted. It would be fitting to build the Alaska-Siberia Lend 
Lease Memorial in Fairbanks to memorialize this important WWII program.

Sincerely,

W

mailto:govemor@gov.state.ak.us
http://www.gov.statc.ak.us


Celebrating 100 Years of Gold Rush History 
Incorporated April 9,1901

March 8, 2001

Mr. Alexander Dolitsky, Director 
Alaska-Siberia Research Center 
PO Box 34871 
Juneau, AK 99803

Dear Mr. Dolitsky,

On February 26, 2001, the City of Nome adopted Resolution No. R-01-02-4 in 
support of the Alaska-Siberia Lend Lease Memorial project of erecting a 
monument in Fairbanks, Alaska. A copy of the Resolution is enclosed for your 
records.

The City of Nome is proud of its own lend-lease history during World War II and 
would encourage the Alaska-Siberia Research Center to provide Nome with a 
memorial to commemorate our participation in the lend-lease period. As you are 
aware, a monument in Nome will commemorate an important chapter of Alaska’s 
history and will demonstrate our efforts toward peaceful cooperation with our 
foreign neighbors.

We look forward to hearing from you regarding the possibility of a similar 
monument in Nome.

Sincerely,
CITY OF NOME

Karen Mitchell 
Administrative Assistant

Cc: City Clerk 
File

P. O. Box 281 • Nome, Alaska 99782 • Telephone 907-443-NOME • Fax 907-443-5349



Presented by: 
Mayor Rasmussen 

Action Taken:
Yes Cf No - i^  
Abaain- ^ —

RESOLUTION NO. R-01-02-4

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 
IN SUPPORT OF THE 

ALASKA-SIBERIA LEND LEASE MEMORIAL

CITY OF NOME, ALASKA

WHEREAS, the Alaska-Siberia Research Center intends to erect a monumental 
bronze sculpture celebrating and commemorating the Lend-Lease program between the 
United States anc; Russia during World War II; and

WHEREAS, this project will contribute to our further understanding of Russian- 
American relation s and wili bring to light new data on the World War II period in Alaska; and,

WHEREAS, the proposed monument will illustrate the strategic and social importance 
of Alaska then and today and will seek to preserve the memories of those Alaskans who 
shaped and participated in the Alaska-Siberia Lend-Lease program; and,

WHEREAS, the Alaska-Siberia Research center will be a recipient of funds and will be 
responsible for all financial and technical aspects of the project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of Nome, Alaska, 
that the City of Nome is in support of the Alaska-Siberia Research Center project of erecting 
a monument in Fairbanks, Alaska.

APPROVED and SIGNED this 26th day of February, 2001

A T T P . Q T -
tELTBTRASMUSSEN. Mayor
5TJ\ki ArJ Couk& l-W ^

RY CORDOVA, City Clerk
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:-Lend-lease
i t :

•fTo the Editor:

TO THE

April 3, 2001

A monumental bronze sculp- 
: -ture celebrating and commem- 
* g ra t in g  the lend-lease program 
'; >between the United States and 
’ vRnsiia-during World W& II has

been proposed by the Alaska-Si­
beria Research Center. The mon­
ument will illustrate the strategic 
and Bocial importance of Alaska 
then and today and will seek to 
preserve the memories of those 
Alaskans who shaped and partici­
pated in the lend-lease program 
in Alaska. A cast of the sculpture 
is to' he sited in Fairbanks with 
possible other casts , to be estab- 
lished.-.'in Nome, Russia and 

• Canada somewhere, along the old 
lend-lease flight route. "

From 1942 to 1945 nearly 8,- 
000 aircraft (or 7 percent of those 
produced in Soviet plants) land 
other numerous supplies were 
sent through Great Falls, Mont. 
for transfer to Russia via. Canada 
and Alaska. At the height of the 
program there were • anywhere 
from 150 to 600. Russian pilots : 
and other personnel at Ladd : 
Field ; alone. Ladd Field, . now 
called Fort Wainwright, was des­
ignated as an exchange point be­
tween Alaska and Siberia'

The memorial will commem­
orate North American and Rus­
sian participants in the Alaska- 
Siberia lend-lease. period and will 
demonstrate, the- importance of 
the lend-lease program in overall 
victory of World War H  The 
lend-lease program demonstrated 
that two nations could compro­
mise their views, cultural values 
to achieve a. mutually jjeneficial 
goal. The monument will com­
memorate an important chapter 
of Alaska’s history and will dem­
onstrate the need for peaceful co­
operation w ith our foreign 
neighbors. ,

This project will be coordi-: 
nated by the Alaska-Siberia Re­
search Center and sculpted by 
R.T. Wallen. The Alaska-Siberia 
Research Center is a non-profit’ 
resfearch institution based in Ju-1

neau. Wallen is an internation­
ally recognized sculptor and 
printmaker. To 16am more about 
the memorial and its design, and 
to make contributions to the 
project please contact http:// 
www.aksrc.homestead.com .

Directors of the AKSRC: 
Johne Binkley, Alexander . Do­
litsky, Dr. Jefrey Hahn, Dr;Anna : 
Kerttula, Mariam Lancaster, 
Robert Price, and Bill Ruddy.

Phone: (907) 465-8732 or 
(907)789-3854.
Alexander Dolitsky 
Juneau

http://www.aksrc.homestead.com
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Sculpture would recognize & .• 
cooperation between U.S., Russia

A m onum ental bronze sculpture com m em o­
rating  the  L end-L ease  program  betw een the 
U.S. and R ussia during World W ar II has been 
proposed by the  Alaska-Siberia R esearch  Cen­
ter. T he m onum ent will illustrate  the  strateg ic  
and social im portance of Alaska then and today 
and will seek  to p reserve the m em ories of those 
A laskans who participated  in the  program . A 
cast of the  scu lp ture  is to be sited in Fairbanks 
with a possible second cast in Nome.

From  1942-1945 nearly  8,000 a ircraft and nu- 
. m erous supplies w ere sen t through G reat Falls, 
Mont. for tran sfe r to R ussia via C anada and 
Alaska. At the  height of the program  there  were 
anyw here from  150 to 600 R ussian pilots and 
other personnel a t Ladd Field alone. Ladd Field, 
now called F o rt W ainwright, w as designated a s 
an exchange point between Alaska and Siberia.

The m em orial will dem onstrate  the  im por­
tance of the  p rogram  in the overall victory of 
World W ar II. The program  dem onstrated  tha t 
two nations could com prom ise the ir views to 
achieve a m utually beneficial goal. The m onu­
m ent will com m em orate  an im portan t chap ter 
of A laska’s history  and  will dem onstrate  the 
need for peaceful cooperation with our foreign 
n e ig h b o rs .-” ; ->•••• „•

This p ro ject will be  coordinated by the  AK­
SRC, a non-profit re sea rch  institution based  in 
Juneau , and  sculp ted  by R.T. Wallen, an in te r­
nationally recognized sculptor and printm aker. 
To learn m ore, v is itwww.aksrc.homestead.com.'—Johne Binkley, Alexander Dolitsky, Jef­
frey Hahn, Anna Kerttula, Mariam Lancaster, Robert Price, and Bill Ruddy 

Directors of AKSRC

j

u .

http://www.aksrc.homestead.com
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L e n d - L e a s e  m e m o r i a l

A letter
by ALEXANDER DOLITSKY

A monumental bronze sculpture celebrating and commemorating the 
Lend-Lease program between the United States and Russia during 
World war II has been proposed by the Alaska-Siberia Research Center. 
The monument will illustrate the strategic and social importance of 
Alaska then and today and will seek to preserve the memories of those 
Alaskans who shaped and participated in the Lend-Lease program in 
Alaska. A cast of the sculpture is to be sited in Fairbanks, with possible 
second and third casts to be established in Nome, Russia and Canada 
somewhere along the old Lend-Lease flight route.

In the 31 months of the Alaska-Siberia Lend-Lease program (1942-45), 
nearly 8,000 aircraft (or 7 percent of those produced in Soviet plants) 
and other numerous supplies were sent through Great Falls, Mont., for 
transfer to Russia via Canada and Alaska. Many Alaskans worked with 
Russians on the cooperative program. At the height of the program 
there were from 150 to 600 Russian pilots and other personnel at Ladd 
Field a one. Ladd Field, now called Fort Wainwright, Alaska, was 
designated as an exchange point between Alaska and Siberia from 1942 
to 1945 under the Lend-Lease Act.

From 1942 to 1945, the Alaska-Siberia Lend-Lease program 
demonstrated that two nations could compromise their views, cultural 
values and principles enough to achieve a common, mutually beneficial 
goal. The monument will commemorate an important chapter of 
Alaska's history and will demonstrate the need for peaceful cooperation 
with our foreign neighbors whose political and economic system differ 
from ours.

This project will be coordinated by the Alaska-Siberia Research Center 
and sculpted by R.T. Wallen. The Alaska-Siberia Research Center 
(AKSRC) is a non-profit, non-partisan educational and research 
institution based in Juneau. Wallen is an internationally recognized 
sculptor and printmaker. To learn more about the memorial and its 
design, and to make contributions to the project please contact 
Alaska-Siberia Research Center at http://www.aksrc.homestead.com.

4/17/2001 2:171

http://www.aksrc.homestead.com


JU N tA U  EMPIRE, WEDNESDAY JUNE 30 ,1999

W h e n  w e  w e r e  a l l i e s : L e s s o n s  o f  t h e  

W o r l d  W a r  I I  n o r t h w e s t  s u p p l y  r o u t e

By ALEXANDER B. DOLITSKY

After the 1941 German invasion 
of the Soviet Union, the U.S. and 
British governments declared 
their support fo; the USSR’s strug­
gle against aggression. A Soviet 
delegation flew from Vladivostok 
to Nome, and on to Seattle for se­
cret talks with American officials 
regarding a ircra ft deliveries to 
the USSR and feasibility of Pacific 
supply routes.

After careful consideration, tne 
best route for planes seemed to be 
via Alaska and Siberia. Planes 
could be delivered in good condi­
tion and the chance of enemy in­
terference was remote.

The Alaska-Siberian delivery 
route .became a..reality in 1942, 

.-connecting-.Great,-Falls in-Mon-v*., 
tana, Edmonton and Whitehorse in • 
Canada, and Fairbanks, Galena 1 
and Nome in Alaska.

In Siberia, airplanes continued 
their long trip  from Uel’em 
through Markovo, Yakutsk, K i- 
rensk, Krasnoyarsk and fina lly  to 
Novosibirsk. On Aug. 26,1942, the 
firs t Soviet envoys arrived in 
Nome. By the sumfner ‘o f 1943, 
many Russians were stationed at 
Fairbanks, Nome, Galena, Ed­
monton, and Great Falls. At the 
program’s height, anywhere from 
150 to 600 Soviet pilots and person­
nel were at Ladd Field alone.

Although Russian airmen sent 
to Alaska to pick up the aircrafts 
were guests in Alaska and the mis­
sion was regarded as a "rest from 
combat,”  they tended to remain 
aloof from the Americans. Some­
times Soviets socialized w ith 
Americans and expressed their 
ideological views, but w ith great 
caution. For the most part, the So­
viets and Americans were cordial 
toward one another; some of them 
became good acquaintances, leav­
ing a lasting mark of compassion 
for each other.

In four years of war, the United 
States supplied nearly 15,000 a ir­
cra ft to the Soviet Union. More 
than half were flown over the 
northwest route through Alaska. 
About $12.5 billion in war materi­
als and other supplies were 
shipped to the Soviet Union over 
four major routes. The Soviets re­
ceived such non-military items as 
cigarette cases, records, women's 
compacts, fishing tackle, dolls,

playground equipment, cosmetics, 
food and even 13,328 sets of false 
teeth. The Soviet requests for food 
emphasized canned meat, fats, 
dried peas and beans, potato 
chips, powdered soups and eggs, 
dehydrated fru its and vegetables 
and other packaged foods.

In addition to non-military 
items, the Soviet Union also re­
ceived under the lend-lease agree­
ment 15,000 airplanes, 9,000 tanks 
and self-propelled guns, 362,000 
trucks and 47,000 jeeps. The equip­
ment greatly contributed to the 
survival o f the Red Army. The 
United States received payment 
from Russia fo r only a small frac­
tion of these items.

The Alaskan-SiberiaJend-leasa 
agreementjs a focal 
era* h is to ry . Many&Xlaskans! 
worked togetner w ith Russians bn 
the program. Although the two na­
tions s till faced possible invasion 
by Japan, the northwest route was 
a vehicle for hope.

A few months after the tide of 
war turned in favor of the Allies, 
cooperation shifted to mutual sus­
picion and antagonism.

During the war, President Roo­
sevelt instrumental in holding the 
Allies together against their en­
emies and was responsible for im ­
plementing the lend-lease pro­
gram to the Soviet Union.

Roosevelt gambled four times 
on the war affairs. He predicted 
Brita ins’ survival and won. He be­
lieved Russia would withstand 
German attacks and he won again. 
He was confident that Germany 
and Japan would eventually be de­
feated and he was right a third 
time. He further speculated that 
by not attaching a dollar sign or 
political strings to aid to Russia, 
he could secure its friendship after 
the war. This time he lost.

Roosevelt had the illusion that 
the lend-lease was a channel of 
communication w ith the Soviet 
people that would eventually 
cause democracy in the Soviet 
Union and partnership w ith the 
West. In reality it  was only a chan­
nel of communication with one So­
viet -  Joseph Stalin.

But what was most astonishing 
to American representatives was 
Soviet reluctance to acknowledge 
the support it received from the 
United States. A t the end of the 
war, the Soviet government re­

garded the lend-lease as an insig 
nificant part of the total industria 
production of Soviet enterprises.

Soviet industrial production, o 
course, has always been exagger 
ated to demonstrate the accom 
plishments and advantages of th< 
socialist state. In 1962, Genera 
Secretary of the Communist Parti 
N ikita Khruschev asserted tha 
"...during World War I I  America! 
monopolists made billions of dol 
lars on war deliveries. They fat­
tened themselves on the blood ol 
the people lost during two work 
wars.”  The aid program was pic­
tured by Soviet historians as an ef­
fo rt to expand American impe­
rialism.
••—Soviet-efforts-to minimize-the 
ro1fe:ofUhê hh-lease:̂ rria'y?R’ave 
been motivated by considerations 
of national prestige. Only recently 
have Soviet scholars admitted that 
the lend-lease program actually 
contributed to the war effort. Al­
though during the war the Soviet 
government gave decorations to a 
number of Westerners, and it  re­
cently honored seamen who had 
served on the Murmansk run, it 
still minimizes the importance of 
the lend-lease program. .

To understand the complexity 
of this attitude, one must consider 
Russian and Soviet history, poli­
tics, law, traditions and behavior­
al psychology.

An analysis of the Alaska-Sibe­
ria lend-lease program demon­
strates the need for a dynamic 
rather than static approach to­
ward our foreign neighbors whose 
political and economic systems 
differ from ours. The program 
demonstrated that two nations 
could compromise their views, 
cultural values and principles 
enough to achieve a common, mu­
tually beneficial goal.

A dynamic approach to dealing 
with potentially antagonistic 
neighbors may help the U.S. gov­
ernment and citizens achieve fa­
vorable results in their exploration 
of avenues for cultural, political 
and commercial exchanges with 
Russia.

Alexander B. Dolitsky tc the 
director of the Alaska-Siberia 
Research Center and teaches at 
the University of Alaska South­
east.



SIG H TL ESS A M O N G  M IR A C L E S
~ Sculpture Dedication ~

Carter Presidential Center 
Atlanta, Georgia 

November 14,1996

RT WALLEN Studio 
PO Box 21063 

Juneau, Alaska, 99802 
907586-6517
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G ift o f  S igh t
Bronze sculpture by R T Wallen. 1995 

Merck & Co. World Headquarters, Whitehouse Station, New Jersey



Alaska-Siberia Lend-Lease Memorial
This project is intended to erect a monumental bronze sculpture celebrating and 

commemorating the Lend-Lease program between United States and Russia during World War 
II. This project will contribute to our further understanding of Russian-American relations and 
will bring to light new data on the World War II period in Alaska. Many Alaskans feel that 
Alaska’s role during WWII is underrepresented. The monument will illustrate the strategic and 
social importance of Alaska then and today and will seek to preserve the memories of those 
Alaskans who shaped and participated in the Alaska-Siberia Lend-Lease program. A cast of the 
sculpture is to be sited in Fairbanks and Nome, Alaska, with possible other casts to be 
established in Russia and Canada somewhere along the old Lend-Lease flight route.

In the 31 months of the Alaska-Siberia Lend-Lease program (1942-1945), nearly 8,000 
aircraft (or 7 percent of those produced in Soviet plants) and other numerous supplies were sent 
through Great Falls for transfer to Russia. Many Alaskans worked together with Russians on the 
cooperative program. At the height of the program there were anywhere from 150 to 600 Russian 
pilots and other personnel at Ladd Field alone. Ladd Field, now called Ft. Wainwright, Alaska, 
was designated as an exchange point between Alaska and Siberia from 1942 to 1945 under the 
Lend-Lease Act. Although the two nations still faced a possible invasion from the Japanese 
Islands, the Northwest and Alaska-Siberia Routes was a vehicle for hope.

This project will be coordinated by Alexander B. Dolitsky and sculpted by R. T. Wallen. 
Alexander B. Dolitsky is a Director of the Alaska-Siberia Research Center in Juneau, Alaska and 
R. T. Wallen is an internationally recognized sculptor and printmaker. R. T Wallen completed 
many sculptures for the city of Juneau, Merck & Co., Inc. in New Jersey, Carter Center in 
Atlanta, World Bank in Washington DC, World Headquarters of the World Health Organization 
in Geneva, Switzerland, and recently for the University of Houston, Texas.

The Alaska-Siberia Research Center will be a recipient of funds and will be responsible 
for all financial and technical aspects of the project. The Alaska-Siberia Research Center 
(AKSRC), a non-profit, non-partisan educational and research institution based in Juneau, 
Alaska, is an independent center for thought and opinion on Alaska-Siberia affairs and cultures. 
The AKSRC has been classified by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax-exempt, publicly 
supported, educational and research institution as described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code as amended by the Tax Reform Act of 1069.
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R.T. WALLEN
Biographical Information

R.T. WaJlen is an internationally recognized sculptor and 
printmaker from Juneau, Alaska. He works in many media 
but has specialize. . printmaking. He is best known for 
his stone lithographs ol'Alaska wildlife and Native people. 
In 1988, he completed his first monumental sculpture in 
bronze, a commission from the city of Juneau to 
commemorate the first 25 years of Alaska Statehood.

Wallen’s work has been given as state gifts or gifts from private collectors to a U.S. President, and to 
royalty and heads of state abroad. His work is found in museum collections both in the United States and 
in many other countries, including the royal/national museums of Denmark, Germany, and Jordan. His 
work has been exhibited in Europe and in Asia.

In 1993, he volunteered his time to the River Blindness Foundation to produce an edition of small bronze 
sculptures entitled Sightless Among Miracles. The bronze is a study of a blind African man being led by 
a young boy — a typical scene in many African nations. The blindness is caused by a parasite which 
infects millions of people with a disease called onchocerciasis, or riverblindness. Approximately 100 million 
people in Africa are at risk of contracting riverblindness and, despite major advances in control, 18 million 
people remain heavily infected. Thanks to a global partnership of five international organizations, 20 
bilateral donors, 30 participating African countries, over 20 non-governmental development organizations, 
and two private foundations, who have embarked on a major control effort, this once commonplace scene 
of blind adults being led from place to place by children is progressively becoming a thing of the past. The 
initiative is further supported by a large and unprecedented donation by Merck & Co., Inc. of the drug, 
Mectizan ’, which — if given on a sustainable basis — arrests development of the disease.

A larger-than-life bronze sculpture of the Sightless Among Miracles figures was commissioned by Merck 
& Co., Inc. for their new world headquarters in New Jersey in 1995. A second casting, donated by John 
and Rebecca Moores was dedicated by President and Mrs. Carter at the Carter Center in Atlanta in 1996, 
and a third casting will now be placed at the World Bank in Washington, D.C. in June 1997.

“Skip" Wallen lives in Juneau with his wife Lynn, an anthropologist and author, and his son Tor, who 
arrived from Thailand at the age of six in 1987.

Prepared by the WOULD BANK, Washington, DC 
June 1997



WINDFALL FISHERM AN
R T Wallen bronze sculpture at the Alaska State Capitol in Juneau 

Commissioned in 1984 to celebrate Alaska's first 25 years of Statehood.

R T Wallen Studio 
PO Box 21063 

Juneau, Alaska, 99802 
(907) 586-6517



R T Wallen Bronze Sculpture

GANG OF FOUR
Above: Early stage of work in the artist's studio.

Below: First cast on site, Salmon Creek, Juneau, Alaska, 1997

R T WALLEN Studio 
PO Box 21063 

Juneau, Alaska, 99802 
907 586-6517





0-3 American Legion 
South East District 
Department of Alaska

A Resolution

Relating to an amendment to the Constitution of the United States
prohibiting desecration of the flag of the United States.

WHERE AS: House Joint Resolution No 30 of the state of Alaska has been 
introduced in the Alaska legislature, a resolution requesting the Congress of 
the United States to pass House Joint Resolution No 36 or Senate Joint 
Resolution No 7 or comparable legislation to prevent desecration of the Flag 
of the United States; and

WHERE AS: a constitutional amendment is the only way to protect the 
nations highest symbol; a symbol that unites our country and its people; and

WHERE AS: The American Legion Southeast District and the Department 
of Alaska wishes to support resolution No 30, because it is only fitting that 
citizens everywhere should lend their voices to a forceful call for restoration 
of the Stars and Stripes to a proper station under law and decency; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED: the American Legion Southeast District and the 
Department of Alaska American Legion be counted as supporters of HJR 30, 
as presented to the Twenty-Second Legislature Second Session; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution to be sent to: 
Tony Knowles, Governor; Rick Halford, President of Senate; Brian S.
Porter, Speaker o f the House; All members of the Twenty Second 
Legislature Second Session; The Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable 
Frank Murkowski, United States Senators; Congressman Don Young, and
Richard Santos, National Commander of the American Legion



Alaska State Legislature
PETE KOTT

10928 Eagle River Rd Ste. 141 
Eagle River, Alaska 99577

(907) 694-8944 
FAX (907) 694-8945

REPRESENTATIVE
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-3777 
FAX (907) 465-2819

While in Juneau

House of Representatives
House District 24

Sponsor Statement
HJR30

This resolution asks the Congress of the United States to present a constitutional 
amendment to the States authorizing Congress to prohibit the physical desecration of 
the American flag. The resolution supports two measu^s currently in Congress: House 
Joint Resolution 36, which passed the House on July 17, 2001 on a vote of 298 to 125; 
and Senate Joint Resolution 7.

Does the First Amendment give us the right to desecrate the American flag? Or is the 
flag a sacred symbol of our nation, itself a monument deserving protection by law? In 
1989, with Texas v. Johnson, the U.S. Supreme Court overturned anti-flag desecration 
laws that 48 states had on the books. At that time, the Court held that flag burning was 
symbolic expression and must be afforded the complete protection of the First 
Amendment.

Dissenters to Texas v. Johnson recognized that the anti-desecration statutes protect the 
use of this particular symbol (the American flag), and in no way sought to restrict the 
ideas that flag desecraters convey. Chief Justice Rehnquist said, "This uniquely deep 
awe and respect for our flag felt by virtually all of us is bundled off under the rubric of 
‘designated symbols’ that the First Amendment prohibits the government from 
establishing.” The Chief Justice argued that by restricting the physical desecration of 
our flag, the government recognizes as fact, the profound regard for the American flag 
created in the hearts of Americans by 200 years of history.

The 1989 Supreme Court decision set in motion a grassroots campaign of 
unprecedented success. No other issue on Capitol Hill has the endorsement of 80% of 
the American people, the overwhelming majority of the US House and Senate and 100 
percent of state legislatures. HJR30 asks the US Senate to yield to the will of the 
people and send the proposed flag amendment to the States for ratification.

"The flag is a national property, and the Nation may regulate those 
who would make, imitate, sell, possess, or use it. I would not question 
those statutes which proscribe mutilation, defacement, or burning of 
the flag which otherwise protect its physical integrity, without regard to
whether such conduct might provoke violence There would seem
to be little question about the power of Congress to forbid the mutilation 
of the Lincoln Memorial....The flag itself is a monument, subject to similar 
protection."

- Justice White



F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2001 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction ):____________________
Title: Relating to an amendment to the Constitution

o f the United States prohibiting
Sponsor:
Requester:

desecration of the Flag of the United States 
H(STA)__________________________________

Dept. Affected: 
[BRU:

Component: 

Component Number:

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

1
HJR30
1/22/02

HSTA for LAA

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

H ZCHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any cu rren t year (FY2001) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This resolution has no fiscal impact on state spending.

Prepared by: Rynnieva Moss____________________________________________  Phone 465-3719

Representative John Coghill______________________________________________________ Date 1/22/02
Committee Chair

P a g e  1 o f  1__
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INTERIM:
10928 EAGLE RIVER RD„ SUITE 141 

EAGLE RIVER, AK 99577

SESSION; 
ALASKA STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU,AK 99801

Memorandum

RULES COMMITTEE, CHAIR 
COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES 

LABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE 
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

To: Senator Therriau^t.
From: Rep. Pete KonH
Date: March 6,2002

Regarding: HJR 30
Desecration of the US Flag

Attached to this memorandum is a copy of HJR 30, relating to a constitutional 
amendment prohibiting the physical desecration of the US Flag, and the sponsor 
statement. The Resolution urges the Congress to pass the resolution that sends 
the constitutional amendment to the states. That congressional resolution passed 
handily passed House in August and is awaiting consideration in the Senate.

If you get a chance, do you think you can schedule this resolution for a hearing in 
Senate State Affairs? The issue is very dear to Alaskans and in particular to the 
veterans.

If you need any more information, Linda Sylvester is the contact person for this 
item.

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  P e te  K o t t
JUNEAU OFFICE (907) 465-3777 TOLL FREE 1-800-861-K0TT(5688) FAX (907) 465-2819 

EAGLE RIVER OFFICE (907) 694-8944 FAX (907) 694-8945 E-MAIL: ropresentalive_pele_kott@legis.slate.ak.us
htlp://www.akrepublicans.org/Kott.htm

. . w

mailto:ropresentalive_pele_kott@legis.slate.ak.us
http://www.akrepublicans.org/Kott.htm


Alaska State Legislature
PETE KOTT

10928 Eagle River Rd Ste. 141 
Eagle River, Alaska 99577

(907) 694-8944 
FAX (907) 694-8945

REPRESENTATIVE
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-3777 
FAX (907) 465-2819

While In Juneau

House of Representatives
House District 24

Sponsor Statement
HJR 30

This resolution asks the Congress of the United States to present a constitutional 
amendment to the States authorizing Congress to prohibit the physical desecration of 
the American flag. The resolution supports two measures currently in Congress: House 
Joint Resolution 36, which passed the House on July 17, 2001 on a vote of 298 to 125; 
and Senate Joint Resolution 7.

Does the First Amendment give us the right to desecrate the American flag? Or is the 
flag a sacred symbol of our nation, itself a monument deserving protection by law? In 
1989, with Texas v. Johnson, the U.S. Supreme Court overturned anti-flag desecration 
laws that 48 states had on the books. At that time, the Court held that flag burning was 
symbolic expression and must be afforded the complete protection of the First 
Amendment.

Dissenters to Texas v. Johnson recognized that the anti-desecration statutes protect the 
use of this particular symbol (the American flag), and in no way sought to restrict the 
ideas that flag desecraters convey. Chief Justice Rehnquist said, “This uniquely deep 
awe and respect for our flag felt by virtually all of us is bundled off under the rubric of 
‘designated symbols’ that the First Amendment prohibits the government from 
establishing.” The Chief Justice argued that by restricting the physical desecration of 
our flag, the government recognizes as fact, the profound regard for the American flag 
created in the hearts of Americans by 200 years of history.

The 1989 Supreme Court decision set in motion a grassroots campaign of 
unprecedented success. No other issue on Capitol Hill has the endorsement of 80% of 
the American people, the overwhelming majority of the US House and Senate and 100 
percent of state legislatures. HJR30 asks the US Senate to yield to the will of the 
people and send the proposed flag amendment to the States for ratification.

"The flag is a national property, and the Nation may regulate those 
who would make, imitate, sell, possess, or use it. I would not question 
those statutes which proscribe mutilation, defacement, or burning of 
the flag which otherwise protect its physical integrity, without regard to
whether such conduct might provoke violence There would seem
to be little question about the power of Congress to forbid the mutilation 
of the Lincoln Memorial....The flag itself is a monument, subject to similar 
protection."

- Justice White
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RULES COMMITTEE, CHAIR 
COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES

INTERIM:
10928 EAGLE RIVER RD„ SUITE 141 

EAGLE RIVER, AK 99577

LABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
SESSION; 

ALASKA STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, AK 99801

Memorandum
To: Senator Therriault
From: Rep. Pete Kott
Date: February 13,2002

Regarding: HJR 30
Desecration of the US Flag

Attached to this memorandum is a copy of HJR 30, relating to a Constitutional 
Amendment Prohibiting Desecration of the US Flag and the sponsor statement. 
At this time, I would like to request a hearing in Senate State Affairs, at the 
earliest opportunity.

If you need any more information, Linda Sylvester is the contact person for this 
item.

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  P e te  K o t t
JUNEAU OFFICE (907) 465-3777 TOLL FREE 1-800-861 -KOTT(5688) FAX (907) 465-2819 

EAGLE RIVER OFFICE (907) 694-8944 FAX (907) 694-8945 E-MAIL: representativG_pete_kolt@legis.state.ak.us
http://www.akrepublicans.org/Kott.htm

mailto:representativG_pete_kolt@legis.state.ak.us
http://www.akrepublicans.org/Kott.htm




A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

REPRESENTAI \/E While in Juneau
J E A N N E T T E  J  \M E S State Capitol

PO Box 56622 Juneau, Alaska
North Pole, Alaska 99705

House of Representatives
House District 34

99801-1182
(907) 456-1546 (907) 465-3743

FAX (907) 488-4271 FAX (907) 465-2381

M E M O R A N D U M

To: Rep. Gene Therriault
chair, Senate State Affairs

From: Representative Jeannette

Date: February 25, 2002

Subject: Request for Hearing: HJR 33

Please schedule the following resolution for considered by the Senate State Affairs 
Committee at your earliest convenience:

HJR 33, A resolution expressing gratitude to President Bush, his cabinet, and the 
U.S. armed forces, and declaring support for the war on terrorism.

A copy of the resolution, a sponsor statement, and a brief background statement is 
attached. Thank you for your attention to this matter.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

REPRESENTATIVE
J E A N N E T T E  J A M E S

PO Box 56622 
North Pole, Alaska 99705 

(907) 456-1546 
FAX (907) 488-4271

While In Juneau 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-3743 
FAX (907) 465-2381

House of Representatives
House District 34

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T , H JR  3 3
January 23, 2002

America's enemies believed their attack of September 11, 2001 would divide and 
weaken our nation. It has not. The purpose of HJR 33 is to, in a simple and 
straightforward manner, let it be known that Alaska is united and strong in its support 
of our nation's armed services.

It is clear the War on Terrorism will be difficult and lengthy. HJR 33 sends a message 
that Alaskans stand squarely behind this effort.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

J E A N N E T T E  J A M E S
PO Box 56622 

North Pole, Alaska 99705
(907) 456-1546 

FAX (907) 488-4271

REPRESENTATIVE
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-3743 
FAX (907) 465-2381

While in Juneau

House of Representatives
House District 34

H JR  3 3  
B A C K G R O U N D  C O M M E N T S  FR O M  P R E S ID E N T  B U S H
(text from Remarks to employees of Cecil I. Walker Machinery Company, Charleston, W.Va., Jan. 22,2002)

... We told the world - - 1 told the world -- our government has told the world, our country 
has told the world, that this compassionate, generous nation will not let terror stand; that 
wherever we find terror, we will deal with it. We put a great coalition together, people 
who understand that this is an historic opportunity and a moment in which those who 
love freedom must not blink and must not tire. That - - 1 made it clear that if you harbor a 
terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, we're going to treat you like a terrorist.

And the Taliban learned that lesson because of our United States military. They're not 
in power. And by routing them out of power, this great nation not only defended 
freedom, not only sent a clear message about our intention, but this great nation 
liberated a people. We liberated women and children. We freed people from incredible 
oppression. What a proud moment for America, that we stood for what we believe, and 
in so doing, gave people a better chance for life.

I want to thank you all, and thank the American people for your patience. If we tire, the 
world will tire. If we get impatient, the terrorists win. Yet our great nation is bound by 
such a love for freedom, and the desire not for revenge, but for justice, that we're not 
going to tire; that we will stay the course.

Families in America have suffered the greatest sacrifice of all, the loss of a loved one.
But in this case, the cause is noble, and it is just. We fight for freedom and the ability for 
our children and grandchildren to grow up in a peaceful world, one that does not fear 
murderers coming to our shore and killing through acts of terror.

This country must not yield. We must seize this moment of history. It is this generation's 
calling, and we are not going to let the world down. We're ready, we're steady, we're 
resolved. And we will rout out the terrorists, no matter what cave they think they can 
hide in, and bring them to justice.

You know, I was floored to think about the attitudes of the enemy when they thought we 
were soft. I couldn't figure out which TV show they had been watching. I mean, can 
you imagine somebody saying the great United States won't respond, or the great 
United States really doesn't care, won't commit the resources necessary to rid the world 
of evil? But, my, oh, my, did they make a huge mistake.



They also didn't understand the character of the country. They don't understand how 
good we are. They don't understand America’s values -- the values of freedom of 
worship, no matter what religion you choose; freedom to speak; freedom to run for 
office; freedom to vote; freedom to be -- to work for your family so your family can live in 
a peaceful world. They don't understand that. They must not understand it.

I'm asked all the time, what can I do to help. Well, what you could do to help for a while 
was to travel, and it looks like we're getting better. Airlines are filling up and people are 
going to different destination places. But the truth of the matter is, if you want to fight 
evil -  and make no mistake about it, this is good versus evil -- if you want to fight 
evil, do some good.

If you're interested in fighting evil, tell your children you love them every day this year. If 
you want to fight off evil, get involved in the school system and make it as good as it can 
be. Teach a child to read. If you want to fight evil, go to your church or synagogue or 
mosque and start a program that will love a neighbor. If you want to fight evil, go see a 
shut-in and say, what can I do to help.

You see, the great character of America is not defined necessarily by our military 
actions, although that counts. The great character of America is defined by millions of 
acts of decency and kindness that take place every day all across our country.

The evil ones struck, but out of this will come incredible good. The world will be more 
peaceful when we accomplish our mission. And this country will be more 
compassionate and more decent and more loving.

It's such an honor to be the President of a land that has achieved so much, but with 
much more to do. Thank you for giving me the chance to come, and thank you for 
giving me the chance to be your President. May God bless you all.



F ISC A L  NOTE
STATE O F  ALASKA
2002 L EG ISLA TIV E SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title Support War on Terrorism

Dept. Affected:
> ru ______
'Com ponent________

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

1
CSHJR 33(MLV)
2/13/02

Sponsor
Requester

Rep. James

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 
(Thousands o f Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) i

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0Estimate o f any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check th is box (X) if  fund ing fo r th is bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if  necessary)

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

(Revisod 9/2001 OMB)

Leona Oberts Committee Aide Phone 465-2811
H. Special Cmte. Military & Veterans' Affairs

Rep. Mike Chenault Committee Chair 
H. Special Cmte. Military & Veterans' Affairs

Date/Time 2/12/02 4:32 PM

Date 2/12/02

Page 1 of 1
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F ISC A L  NOTE

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______________________ Dept. Affected:
Title: Relating to urging the United States Congress BRU:

to amend the tax code to repeal the dt___________ Component:
Sponsor: Representative James_________________________
Requester: H(STA)______________________________________ Component Number:

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________ (Thousands o f Dollars)

STATE O F ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2001 L EG ISLA TIV E SESSION Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 20C4 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Merital Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate o f any current year (FY2001) cost: 0.0 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Representative John Coghill________________________________________Date 1/25/02
Committee Chair, House State Affairs

HJR 35
1/30/02

LAA

Page 1 of 1_
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O v e rv ie w  o f  th e  E c o n o m ic  G ro w th  a n d  T a x  R e lie f R e c o n c ilia tio n  A c t o f  2 0 0 1

Provision
Present

Law 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Rates 1 1

39.6% 39.1% 38.6% 37.6% 35% Fully Effective
36.0% 35.5% 35.0% 34.0% 33% Fully Effective

----------------------- -- 31.0% 30.5% 30.096 29.0% 28% Fully Effective
28.0% 27.5% 27.0% 26.0% 25% Fully Effective

15.0%
1096 for First $6,000 of income for Singles and $12,000 for Married Couples 

Remaining portion of 15-Percent Bracket Unchanged

Raise 
Bracket 
Threshold 
to $7,000 
and 

$14,000

Index Thresholds fo r 
Infla tion

Marriaqe Penalty Relief 1
Standard Deduction •

• ; MO CHANGE “ . | Gradually Increase Standard Deduction for Married 
:j Couples

Twice Single Level Fully 
Effective

15-Percent Bracket
V-’ '

■ NO CHANGE, ••
• • . -v: •• •’pi.,, -vyi •'

| Gradually Increase 15-Percent Bracket 
4 for Married

Twice Single Level j 
Fully Effective |

Child Credit $500 $600 $700 $800
$1,000
Fully

Effective

Personal Exemption 
Limitation Repeal

. •; - v A:
1 v '\ : ‘V-.'

: . -•••••••' r 0-4
: :- no 'change; y

■ ■ it.
■

Phase-in Period Repeal

IRA Limit $2,000 NO CHANGE $3,000 $4,000 $5,000 Index $5,000 for j 
Inflation I

AMT Exemption
$33,750 Single 

$45,000 
Married

$35,750 Single 
$49,000 Married

$33,750 Single 
$45,000 Married

Estate Tax
Top Rate 55% I 50% 49% 48% 47% 46% 45% Repeal
Exemption $675,000 | ?,'*'! $1 million $1.5 million $2 million $3.5 million Repeal



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

REPRESENTATIVE
J E A N N E T T E  J A M E S

PO 3ox 56622 
North Pole, Alaska 99705 

(907) 456-1546 
FAX (907) 488-4271

While In Juneau 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-3743 
FAX (907) 465-2381

House of Representatives
House District 34

SPONSOR STATEM ENT 
HJR 35

Title: Relating to urging the United States Congress to amend the tax code to 
permanently repeal the death tax

HJR 35 requests that Alaska’s Congressional delegation “support, work to pass, and vote for the 
permanent repeal of the death tax.”

Since 1996 Congress has voted twice to repeal this 85-year-old tax. HR 8 was passed in 2001, 
sponsored by Congresswoman Jennifer Dunn (R-WA) and enjoyed broad, bi-partisan support. 
Currently, there are four pieces of legislation being considered by the House of Representatives 
to repeal the tax.

Congresswoman Dunn and Congressman John Tanner (D-TN) have been working jointly on a 
permanent repeal of the Estate Tax. Under current tax law as provided in HR 8, the tax will be 
phased out completely by 2010, but the phase out will sunset in 2011.

There is significant economic evidence to support the repeal of this regressive tax. A study 
completed by William W. Beach, a John M. Olin Fellow in Economics, has shown this tax 
disproportionately hurts:

0 Women & minorities 
0 Farmers 
0 Workers 
0 Low-income people 
0 Small Businesses

Further, this same study found that this tax is more costly to collect than the revenue it generates. 
A 1994 analysis clearly demonstrated that “total compliance costs (including economic 
disincentives) amount to 65 cents for every dollar collected.” The additional compliance costs 
means that in 2000 the $27.8 billion collected actually cost the American taxpayers $36.4 billion.
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REPRESENTATIVE
\

While in Juneau
J E A N N E T T E  J A M E S State Capitol

PO Box 56622 Juneau, Alaska
North Pole, Alaska 99705 99801-1182

(907) 456-1546

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s
House District 34

(907) 465-3743
FAX (907) 488-4271 FAX (907) 465-2381

MEMORANDUM

TO: Sen. Gene Therriault, Chairman -  Senate State Affairs Committee 
FROM: Rep. Jeannette James, Majority Leader 
DATE: 2/05/02
RE: Hearing schedule for HJR 35 -  “Relating to urging the United States Congress to 
permanently repeal the Estate Tax”

Please consider this a formal request to schedule HJR 35 for a committee hearing. I realize that 
it may be some time before you are regularly hearing House bills. I would appreciate it being 
scheduled at your convenience.

JJ/heh





AJaska S ta te  L eg is la tu re
Session

Rep. Lesll McGuire, Chair Slate Capitol Building, Room 411
Rep. Joe Green, Vice Chaii Juneau, Alaska 99801 -1182

Rep. Fred Dyson Phone (907) 465-299E
Rep. Jeanetie James Fax (907) 465-6592
Rep. Beverly Masek
Rep. Carl Morgan Interim

Rep. Norm Rokeberg 716 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 43C
Rep. Harry Crawtord Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Rep. Grelchen Guoss Phone (907) 269-0250 

Fax (907) 269-0249

H o u s e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  T i ' a d e  &  T o u r i s m

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  F o r  H JR  50 
A  R e s o l u t i o n

“Supporting the participation of Taiwan in the annual summit of the
World Health Assembly.

Direct participation in international health cooperation forums and programs is crucial for 
all parts of the world, especially with today’s greater potential for the cross-border spread 
of various infectious diseases.

The United States House of Representatives passed a resolution in December 2001, 
urging states to push for Taiwan’s participation in the World Health Assembly’s annual 
conference.

Taiwan has made substantial achievements in the field o f public health while 
demonstrating a willingness to provide technical and financial assistance to international 
aid and health activities supported by the World Health Order (WHO). During the last 
seven years, Taiwan has contributed $100 million to 78 countries. A WHO membership 
is vital to Taiwan in order to gain access to the latest information on epidemics and 
diseases. While Taiwan has been able to indirectly acquire health information, it is often 
a case o f “too little, too late.”.

Taiwan can play a more active role in the international community by assisting other 
nations in developing health programs and cooperate to fulfill the WHO goal of 
promoting the health of mankind and a better future o f the world.

Through continued communication and collaboration, participation in the WHO could 
bring many benefits to the state of health not only in Taiwan but also regionally and 
globally.
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107th CONGRESS 
1 s t  S e s s i o n H . R . 2 7 3 9

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
D e c e m b e r  2 0  (leg isla tive  d a y , D e c e m b e r  1 8 ) , 2 0 0 1  

R eceived; re a d  tw e e  a n d  re fe r re d  to  th e  C o m m itte e  o n  F o r e ig n  R e la tio n s

To amend Public Law 107-10 to authorize a United States 
plan to endorse and obtain observer status for Taiwan 
at the annual summit of the World Health Assembly 
in May 2002 in Geneva, Switzerland, and for other pur­
poses.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representa-

2 tives o f the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO PUBLIC LAW 107-10.

4 (a) F i n d i n g s .—Section 1(a) of Public Law 107-10
5 (115 Stat. 17) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
6 lowing:

March 19, 2002 
R e p o r te d  b y  M r. B iden , w ith o u t a m e n d m e n t

A N  A C T



•  ®
2

1 “(12) On May 11, 2001, President Bush stated

2 in his letter to Senator Murkowski that the United

3 States ‘should find opportunities for Taiwan’s voice

4 to be heard in international organizations in order to

5 m ake a contribution, even if membership is not pos-

6 sible’, further stating that his Administration ‘has

7 focused on finding concrete ways for Taiwan to ben-

8 efit and contribute to the WHO.’.
9 “(13) On May 16, 2001, as part of the United

10 States delegation to the World Health Assembly
11 meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, Secretary of Health

12 and Human Sendees Tommy Thompson announced

13 to the American International Club the Administra-

14 tion’s support of Taiwan’s participation in the activi-

15 ties of the WHO.”.
16 (b) P l a n .— Section 1(b)(1) of Public Law 107-10

17 (115 Stat. 17) is amended by striking “May 2001” and

18 inserting “May 2002” .
Passed the House of Representatives December 19, 

2001.

Attest: JE F F  TRANDAHL,
Clerk.



1 0 7 t h  c o n g r e s s  
1 s t  S e s s i o n H . R . 4 2 8

A N  A C T
Concerning' the participation of Taiwan in the World Health

Organization.
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States o f  America in Congress assembled.,



2
1 S E C T IO N  1. C O N C E R N IN G  T H E  P A R T IC IP A T IO N  O F  TAIW AN

2 IN THE W O R L D  H E A L T H  O R G A N IZ A T IO N

3 (W H O ).

4 (a) F I N D I N G S .—The Congress makes the following
5 findings:
6 (1) Good health is a basic right for every citizen
7 of the world and access to the highest standards of
8 health information and services is necessaiy to help
9 guarantee this right.

10 (2) Direct and unobstructed participation in
11 international health cooperation forums and pro-
12 grams is therefore crucial for all parts of the world,
13 especially with today’s greater potential for the
14 cross-border spread of various infectious diseases
15 such as AIDS.
16 (3) Taiwan’s population of 23,500,000 people is
17 larger than that of % of the member states already
18 in the World Health Organization (WHO).
19 (4) Taiwan’s achievements in the field of health
20 are substantial, including one of the highest life ex-
21 peetancy levels in Asia, maternal and infant mor-
22 tality rates comparable to those of western countries,
23 the eradication of such infectious diseases as chol-
24 era, smallpox, and the plague, and the first to be rid
25 of polio and to provide children with free hepatitis
26 B vaccinations.

•HR 428 EH



3
1 (5) The United States Centers for Disease Con-

2 trol and its Taiwan counterpart agencies have en-

3 joyed close collaboration on a wide range of public

4 health issues.

5 (6) In recent years Taiwan has expressed a will-

6 ingness to assist financially and technically in inter-

7 national aid and health activities supported by the
8 WHO.

9 (7) On January 14, 2001, an earthquake, reg-

10 istering between 7.6 and 7.9 on the Richter scale,

11 struck El Salvador. In response, the Taiwanese gov-

12 eminent sent 2 rescue teams, consisting of 90 indi-

13 viduals specializing in firefighting, medicine, and

14 civil engineering. The Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign

15 Affairs also donated $200,000 in relief aid to the

16 Salvadoran Government.

17 (8) The World Health Assembly has allowed ob-

18 servers to participate in the activities of the organi-

19 zation, including the Palestine Liberation Organiza-

20 tion in 1974, the Order of Malta, and the Holy See

21 in the early 1950’s.

22 (9) The United States, in the 1994 Taiwan Pol-

23 icy Review, declared its intention to support Tai-

24 wan’s participation in appropriate international or-

25 ganizations.

•HR 428 EH



1 (10) Public Law 106-137 required the Sec-

2 retary of State to submit a report to the Congress

3 on efforts by the executive branch to support Tai-

4 wan’s participation in international organizations, in

5 particular the WHO.

6 (11) In light of all the benefits that Taiwan’s

7 participation in the WHO can bring to the state of

8 health not only in Taiwan, but also regionally and

9 globally, Taiwan and its 23,500,000 people should

10 have appropriate and meaningful participation in the

11 WHO.
12 (b) P l a n .— The Secretary of State shall initiate a

13 United States plan to endorse and obtain observer status

14 for Taiwan at the annual week-long summit of the World
15 Health Assembly in May 2001 in Geneva, Switzerland,

16 and shall instruct the United States delegation to Geneva

17 to implement that plan.
18 (c) Re p o r t .— Not later than 14 days after the date

19 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of State shall



submit a written report to the Congress in unclassified 

form containing the plan required under subsection (b). 

Passed the House of Representatives April 24, 2001. 

Attest:

Clerk.
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TO EXPRESS THE BELIEF OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA TEAT THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN) SHOULD BE 
PERMITTED TO PARTICIPATE IN A m t .a n tn c s t j i .  a k v  a j p f h o p r z a t e  w a y  IN t e e  
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION-

IN THE SENATE
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1 Whereas, the United States Ce&toi fa  Disease Control and
2 Prevention and its Taiwanese counterpart have enjoyed dose
3 collaboration on a wide range o f pufeJJcbialth issues; and
4

•5 Whereon, in recent years the Republic o f China (HOC) has
6 expressed a willingness to arsist financially and technically
7 • intemntioQal aid and health activities supported by the WKO; and
8
9 Whereas, ROC's population o f twenty-three m illion is larger than

10 ' that of«Ycoty-fiYC percent of the WHO member states; and
11
12 Whereas, the World Health Assembly has allowed observers W
13 participate in the activities o f the organintjoo, including the
14 Palestine Liberation O jganiiition in 1974, the Order of Malta, and
15 the Holy Set b  the tariy 1950’s and;
16 *
17 Whereas, the United States, in (he 1994 Taiwan Policy review,
18 declared its intention to support Taiwan's pardcipat’oa in
IS appropri ate international crgxuizaD'oju; and
20
21 Whereas, the Stale of South Carolina and Taiwan Lavt maintained
22 a friendly and fruitful sister-cute relationship since 1931; and
23 *
24 Whereas, Taiwan's participation in the WHO could bring many
25 benefits to the state o f health not ocly m Taiwan, but also

• regionally and 2lobaUy. Mow. therefor®.
27
28 Be it resolved by the Senate, the House o f Representatives
25 concurring-.
30
31 T h a t th e  n u m b e rs  o f  the G eneral A ssem b ly  exp ress  the ir b e l ie f
32 that the Republic o f China Cfa*wm) should be permitted to
33 participate in a meaningful and appropriate way in the World
34 Health Organization.
35 , , ,
36 Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to
37 the World Health Organization.
38 *— XX—
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H ouse R c ra ls t 'c h  1121

By; Representative Murphy of the 18"

^.RESOLUTION

Commencing the Rgoubllc of China f cat la tera l on«h csnfnfruiiwu to promote 
wori i  hcnlfc rad far ether purposes.

WHEREAS, gocd health b cnraiiaJ to every dtizen of&c -world ted access W' 
the highest standards of health information find services u necessary to itaprovt pruHlc ■ 
health; and

WHEREAg. the World Health Organization (WHO) sex forth b  the first chapter 
ofio  charter the objective of anafalng the highest possible Icyd ofbolfli for all people; and.

WHEREAS, the Republic of China's lehievcmcaO in the £«Jd of health e x  
substantial, for-fading erne of the highest Ufa expectancy levels b  Asia, maternal and infant 
mortality rates comparable Do those of wotcco ccunfciea, the eradication of sueh infectious 
cUscura as cholera, smallpox, sod the plague, end the first do eradicate polio and provide 
children with hepatitis B vaccinations; rad

WHEREAS, the United States Centers for Discos# Cnutrol and Prrvcction and 
ha Taiwanese conntap&rt have cqjcycd close collaboration oa a wide range ofpublic health 
iuucs; uad

WHEREAS, in recent yean the Republic of China has expressed a  wfflinguoa 
to m fa  and tecfaii’calty in igfernJtHimEl heahh aetivttiga rupported by fee WHO;
rad

WPEREA S, direct. ancbrnvcted participati on In in tcm tiosai henhh fenag rad 
programs b critical w  limit tbs spread uf ywiuui tutWtiovo ditm-t* m i »ejrievc world 

. health.

NOW. THEREFORE^_ BE_IT RESOLVED- BY THE -HOUSE—QE 
REPRESENTATIVES that the efiora of the Republic of China (on Taiwan) b  support of 
world health arc commended rad best wishes are e c ended for its appropriate participation 
b  the World Health Orgtniatian.

BE IT riJRIKERRE^QLVED flat the OaV  of the House of Rejroentativo 
is authorized rad directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resohtfica to Maggie Ties, 
Director General of the Taipb Economic rad Cultural OfSoc m Atlanta.

■ B iE Q .u a
Read and Adopted 
February Id, 2002

Robert E. Riven, Jr. 
Clerk
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Cffismen&cg the Republic of China oa io cogtpbudapg to presume world sad
ia  ether purpose* . .

WHEREAS, geed With is rncadal te every dean of the world m4 sscas to Quo 
highest standards ofhrdth information Ed'taviees h nsuaary to improve Witty tad

WHEREAS, the World Health Orgaciahoa [WHO) tex forth in thi first of its
charur the ô j esdvr of saining the highc: possihk level of With for all pcopl*; aad 

• • •
WHEREAS, the Republic of Chin*'a tdirvtnm h ia the field nfholtb era aobssamial, 

Including esc of the tdghed life cspexrtcxy icvda is AW antes*] sod infant mortality ratra 
cturparatie to thus* of westm countries, the eradication cf Jsii infections diseases 33 tbofat. 
tmailjw , jmd the plague, tod the first to cadi QIC pcllo and provide chDd.no with hspantb B
yyy * toit? p Ami

WHEREAS, tb* Unhrd SfcOcs Ca£sc for Disease Cansol jusd hwaotioa sad id 
Taiwanese oouatcrpart have enjoyed dose collahoadon on a widi Mgt cfpuhhe bcahh issao; end

WHEREAS, Is recent yean the Republic cf Qd> has expressed a wQlisgara to aBut 
fitnmUy and technically in intenjxn'cnal health activities supported by the WHO-, ted

WHEREAS, dlno, unchgruccd parddpsdoo in lmmiirlftr.il hcafah fanSar ted 
pro grams ia ended) to limit tbs iptul of various Inlett-jus diaosq  ed  achieve world health.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVES BY THE SENATE that the cObto of th» 
Republic of China in support of wedd health a t  cr mm raided tad best wishes arc crtnadrd for ia 
»ppropriato partsap^doo id the World Health Oigszdzatton.

GE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Scat* is aathorizrd sad 
directed to transmit a  appreciate copy of this roohKoflt to Miggit Tiers, Direrter Geacral of tha 
Taipd Eccpocoic and Cultural Gffica Is Adana.

Seeite R oaludcB  696
By: Senator Scsn of the'*Kth

Adopted Setae Fchmy 2d,

: 8 l <£L:« A s ̂rrT JtriD V ntT ut rrv iiT r Cr |SECRETARY OF THE SENATE
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Taipei Economic and C ultural Office in Seattle

2 0 0 1  Sixth A v e n u e .  Suite 2 4 1 0  

Seattle, W a s h i n g t o n  9 8 1 2 1  

Tel : ( 2 0 6 ) 4 4 1 - 4 5 8 6  F a x  : ( 2 0 6 ) 4 4 1 - 4 3 2 0

April 16, 2002
The Hon. Lesil L. McGuire 
Chair
House Special Committee on 

Economic Development, Trade and Tourism 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol Building, Room 418 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Representative McGuire:

Thank you so much fo r  your warm message on my request o f  a House 
Resolution supporting fo r  Taiwan’s WHO bid. 1 am vety glad to learn 
that your esteemed Committee will offer this Resolution to us, especially 
since 1 know how busy you are this time o f  y e a r’s session. On behalf o f  
my government, 1 would like to lake this opportunity to express our deep 
appreciation to you fo r  your strong support in this matter.

1 am sure that Taiwan can play a more active role in the international 
community by assisting other nations in developing a variety o f  health 
programs and cooperate with all nations to fu lfill the WHO goal o f  
promoting the health o f mankind and a better future o f  the world. Once 
Taiwan becomes a member o f  the WHO, not only can the citizens o f  
Taiwan benefit from the first-hand information on epidemics and diseases, 
but other WHO members will benefit from  Taiwan’s sustained 
contribution.

Again, thank you fo r  your great support. 1 am looking forward to 
calling upon you in the near future.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,
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Taipei Economic and C ultural Office in Seattle
2001 S ix th  A v e n u e , S u ite  2 4 1 0  

S e a ttle , W a sh in g to n  98121  
Tel : ( 2 0 6 ) 4 4 1 - 4 5 8 6  F a x  : (20 6 ) 4 4 1 -4 3 2 0

March 28, 2002
The Honorable Brian Porter 
Speaker of the House 
State o f Alaska 
716 W. 4th Suite 300 
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133

Dear Speaker Porter:

1 am writing to solicit your support for Taiwan’s participation in the 
annual summit of the World Health Assembly (WHA), the-highest 
decision-making body of the World Health Organization (WHO), in May 
2002 in Geneva, Switzerland. - -------- -

Taiwan has made substantial achievements in the field o f public health 
and has demonstrated a willingness to provide technical and financial 
assistance to international aid and health activities supported by the WHO. 
During the last seven years, Taiwan has contributed $100 million to 78 
countries. A WHO membership is vital to Taiwan since it will gain access 
to the latest information on epidemics and diseases. While Taiwan has 
been able to indirectly acquire health information, it is often a case of 
“too little, too late.” For instance, the deaths of those 80 children in 
Taiwan in 1998 might have been prevented with early-warning reports. 
To prevent such a tragedy from ever recurring, Taiwan would like to 
participate in the WHO, even only as an observer.

To echo Taiwan’s bid for observer status at the WHA, US House of 
Representatives passed a bill, H.R. 2739, in December 2001 urging the 
US to push for Taiwan’s participation in the coming WHA annual 
conference in May 2002. A bill, identical to the one adopted by the House, 
was unanimously passed by the U.S. Senate on March 19, 2002.
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Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Seattle

2001 Sixth Avenue, Suite 2410 
Seattle, Washington 98121 

Tel :(206) 441- 4586 Fax:(206) 441-4320

Indeed, support for Taiwan’s participation in the WHO is fairly strong in 
the United States. For instance, the Nevada State Legislature, South 
Carolina State Legislature and Georgia State House of Representatives 
have already passed resolutions supporting for Taiwan’s WHO bid. 
Considering the fact that the state of Alaska and Taiwan are enjoying an 
amicable and beneficial relationship, I hereby respectfully urge you to 
show your support for Taiwan’s participation in the upcoming WHA 
annual conference by passing a resolution. If you think there is no 
possibility to propose a resolution for now. I hope you can write letters to 
President Bush, Secretary of State Colin Powell and Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Tommy Thompson to push for Taiwan’s bid, 
preferably with endorsement by your colleagues.

Enclosed please find the bill H.R. 2739 and the resolutions passed by 
Nevada, South Carolina and Georgia State Legislature for your reference. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. Thank you 
for your great support. I look forward to hearing from you.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,


