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C IT Y  O F  S O L D O T N A

RESOLUTION 2001-93
(Requested by  Mayor C a n y )

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE KENAI RIVER BRIDGE IN SOLDOTNA 
BE NAMED THE DAVID DOUTHIT VETERANS MEMORIAL BRIDGE

WHEREAS, David Douthit, 9 graduate of Soldotna High School, was only 
Alaskan killed in action on February 27,1091 during the Gulf War; and

WHEREAS, residents of Soldotna have served gallantly and honorably in the 
United States military since we have become a city; and

WHEREAS, the city council approved a motion during their meeting on October 
20, 2001 asking that the Kenal River Bridge In Soldotna be named the David 
Douthit Veterans Memorial Bridge; and

WHEREAS, Soldotna Representative Lancaster has agreed to work on this 
project In the State Legislature,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SOLDOTNA, ALASKA:

Section 1. The City of Soldotna requests that the Soldotna Bridge across the 
Kenal River be named:

Section 2. This resolution becomes effective Immediately upon its adoption. 

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL this /* / ~  day of December, 2001.

THE DAVID DOUTHIT VETERANS MEMORIAL BRIDGE.

ATTEST:

CLi-fy df S o l^ w f c -  fC ooU fi<5vi



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

IN TERIM  ADDRESS: 
35477 Suite 101-B Spur Hwy 

Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
Phone 907-260-5236 

Fax 907-260-3044

'R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  X e n  L a n c a s t e r

'District S

Sponsor Statement for

HB 374
“An Act naming the David Douthit Veterans’ Memorial Bridge”

There has been a request to name the bridge that crosses the Kenai River at mile 80 of the 
Sterling highway (currently the Kenai River Bridge) to the David Douthit Veterans’ 
memorial bridge.

David Douthit was the only Alaskan killed during the Persian Gulf War. He was a Staff 
Sergeant serving in the U.S. Army. He was a Calvary Scout serving on a gunner tank. 
David was killed in action February 27, 1991. He is survived by his wife Jesse and a 
daughter, Rebecca, along with his parents, Nita and Harvey Douthit all residing in 
Soldotna.

SESSION ADDRESS: 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Phone (907) 465-2693 

Toll Free 800-463-2693 
Fax 907-465-3835

E-Mail: Representative_Ken_Lancaster@legis.state.ak.us 
Cooper Landing • Bear Creek • Funny River • Hope • Moose Pass • Ridgeway • Seward • Soldotna • Sterling

Listening to you -  Getting things done.

mailto:Representative_Ken_Lancaster@legis.state.ak.us


FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):________
Title An Act naming the David Douthit

Fiscal Note Number: 1
Bill Version: HB 374
(H) Publish Date: 2/20/02

_ Dept. Affectecb_________ DOT&PF
BRU Highways and Aviation

Sponsor
Requester

Veterans' Memorial Bridge
Lancaster

Component Central Region Highways and Aviatior

House Transportation

E xpend itu res/R evenues
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

564

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I | |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 1 j i

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Tvpe--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check th is box (X) if funding fo r th is bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal: I

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The department expects to install one sign on either end of the bridge. Production and installation costs 
approximately $1500/sign. The department will absorb this cost in our annual maintenance program.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

(Revised 9/2001 OMB)

Dennis R. Poshard, Assistant to Commissioner Phone 465-3904
Commissioner's Office Date/Time 2/19/02 11:54 AM

Joseph L. Perkins, Commissioner Date 2/19/2002
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
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IN TERIM  ADDRESS: 
35477 Suite 101-B Spur Hwy 

Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
Phone 907-260-5236 

Fax 907-260-3044

‘R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  X  L a n c a s t e r

cDistrict S

April 1,2002

MEMORANDUM . /
I fTo: Senator Gene Therriault, Chairman

Senate State Affairs Committee
*! j

From: Representative Ken Lancaster

Subject: House Bill 374 -  “An Act naming the David Douthit Veterans Memorial
Bridge.”

I would like to request House Bill 374 be scheduled for a Senate State 
Affairs Committee Hearing as soon as possible. Attached is information 
concerning the bill. If you have any questions or need further information, 
please let me know.

Thank you!

E-Mail: Represcntative_K.en_Lancaster@legis.state.ak.us 
Cooper Landing • Bear Creek • Funny River • Hope • Moose Pass • Ridgeway * Seward * Soldotna • Sterling

Listening to you -  Getting things done.
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2002 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION
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Title An Act naming the David Douthit
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Bill Version:
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Veterans’ Memorial Bridge
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House Transportation"

_ Component Central Region Highways and Aviatior 

'Component Ho! 564
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Note: Amounts do not include intlation unless otherwise noted below.

(Thousands o f Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
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Supplies
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Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 oToi 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | t i l l

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
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Other (Specify Tvpe-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check th is box (X) If funding fo r th is bill is included in the Governor' -  FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary . . . .  . .  \

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page if necessary)
The departm ent expects to Install one sign on either end of the bridge. Production and installation costs 
approximately $1500/sign. The department will absorb this cost in our annual maintenance program.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

Dennis R. Poshard, Assistant to Commissioner_________
Commissioner’s Office_____________________________
Joseph L. Perkins, Commissioner____________________
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

Phone 465-3904
Date/Time 2/19/02 11:54 AM

Date 2/19/2002

(Revised S/2001 OMB) Page 1 of_1_



P r i n c i p l e s , 

P o l i c i e s , a n d

P R O C E D U R E S :  

D o m e s t i c  G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s

U.S. Board on Geographic Names



Published by U.S. Geological Survey 
Cover design: Joan Rubin

First printing, 1987 
Second printing (revised), 1989 
Third printing (revised), 1997



UNITED STATES
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

PRINCIPLES,
POLICIES, AND 

PROCEDURES:

DOMESTIC GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

By Donald J. Orth, Executive Secretary, Domestic Geographic Names (emeritus) and 
Roger L. Payne, Executive Secretary, United States Board oil Geographic Names and 
Domestic Geographic Names

Reston, Virginia 
1997



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bruce Babbitt, Secretary

U N IT E D  STATES BOARD ON G EO G R A PH IC  NAM ES

Joel L. Morrison, Chairman 
Larry N. Muncy, Vice Chairman

Department of Agriculture...................................................................Sterling J. Wilcox, member
Roberta M . Quigley, deputy

Department of Commerce ................................................................... Joel L. Morrison, member
Curtis C. Loy, deputy 
Judith A. Ruotola, deputy

Department of Defense........................................................................ Larry N. Muncy, member
Darryl E. Crumpton, deputy

Department of the Interior .................................................................Richard E. Witmer, member
David E. Meier, deputy 
Donovan B. Kelly, deputy 
Lathel F. Duffield, deputy 
Bernard C. Fagan, deputy

Department of S ta te ............................................................................... Leo I. Dillon, member
Angela M . Bottom, deputy

Central Intelligence Agency...................................................................R. David Wert, member
James D. Schlichting, deputy 
Greg Boughton, deputy

Government Printing O ffic e .................................................................Robert C. McArtor, member
S. Jean McCormick, deputy

Library of Congress............................................................................... Ralph E. Ehrenberg, member
Robert M . Hiatt, deputy 
Ronald E. Grim, deputy

Postal Service............................................................................................Robert G. Krause, member
Robert J. Munley, deputy

Executive Secretary to the Board 
and

Executive Secretary for Domestic Names 
Roger L. Payne 

U.S. Geological Survey



FOREWORD

Confusion and controversy about geographic names and their applications to places and features 
led President Benjamin Harrison to establish the U.S. Board on Geographic Names in 1890. 
That early Executive Order was based on a recognition that conflict in naming geographic 
features were, in fact, a serious detriment to the orderly process of exploring and settling this 
country. A later decision, in 1906, by President Theodore Roosevelt to extend the 
responsibilities of the Board to include standardization of all geographic names for Federal use 
was a wise and far-reaching decision that, coupled with the Harrison order, forms the foundation 
for the present organization of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names established in Public Law 
80-242, signed by President Truman in 1947.

The existence of a body of standardized geographic names widely available on a national basis, 
but related strongly to local usage, makes a large contribution to savings and efficiency in the 
operation of government, business and industry, communications, and education. The U.S.
Board on Geographic Names is at the hub of a national network of State and academic 
geographic names authorities who are working hard and continuously to improve that body of 
names by approving new names in a responsible manner and changing or correcting existing 
names.

The names of geographic features in the United States are a valuable reflection of the history of 
our country and its changing face. Names of Native American origin are found sprinkled 
generously across the face of the land. Strong traces of the national languages spoken by the 
early explorers and settlers are visible in many sections of the country with often an 
accommodation in pronunciation based on local usage. Frequently, geographic naming reveals 
the rough and brawling nature of the environment that greeted the westward expansion. It is in 
these ways and many others that geographic naming gives us a clear, exciting profile of the 
United States that is unmatched in any other medium.

Richard E. Witmer 
Chairman, Domestic 
Names Committee, U.S. 
Board on Geographic Names

Joel L. Morrison 
Chairman, U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names



EXECUTIVE ORDER.

As i t  is  des ira b le  th a t u n ifo rm  Usage in  regard  to  geograph ic  
nom enclature  and o rthography obta in  th ro u gh o u t the  E xecutive  
Departments o f the Government, and particularly upon the maps and 
charts issued by the various Departments and bureaus, I hereby con­
s titu te  a Hoard on Geographic Names and designate the fo llow ing 
persons, who have heretofore co-operated for a sim ilar purpose under 
the au tho rity  o f lite  several Departments, bureaus, and institu tions 
with which they arc connected, as members o f said Hoard:

Prof. Thomas 0 . Mendenhall. United States Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, chairman.

Andrew II. Allen, Department o f Stale.
Capt. H enry I.. Jlow ison, Eight-House Board, T reasury D epart­

ment.
Capt. Thomas Turtle, Engineer Corps, War Department.
Clout. Richardson Clover, Hydrographic Office, Navy Department.
Pierson H. Bristow, Post-Office Department.
Otis T. Mason, Smithsonian Institution.
Herbert G. Ogden, United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.
Henry Gannett, United States Geological Survey.
Marcus Baker, United Slates Geological Survey.
To this Board shall lie referred all unsettled questions concerning 

geographic names which arise in the Departments, and the decisions 
o f the Hoard are to  be accepted by these Departments as the standard 
authority in such matters.

Department officers arc instructed to afford such assistance as may be 
proper to  carry on the work o f this Hoard.

The members o f this Board shall serve w ithout additional compen­
sation, and its organization shall entail no expense on the Government.Beni. Hakkison.Executive Mansion,

September •), IU!)0.

On March 18, 1890 key persons in several 
federal agencies concerned about the lack 
o f g eo g rap h ic  n am es u n ifo rm ity  on 
G overnm ent m aps and o th er publications 
met at the invitation of Professor Thomas 
Corwin Mendenhall, Superintendent o f the 
U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey. After several 
m ee tin g s d u rin g  w hich  p ro c e d u re s  and  
p rin cip les o f  nam e stan d ard iza tio n  were 
formulated, it was rtelized that the program 
w ould  he m o re  e ffe c tiv e  w ith  b ro a d e r  
support. The issue was taken to President 
Benjam in H arrison  w ho ag reed  w ith the 
objectives o f the Board. On Septem ber 4,
1890 he issued an Executive Order officially 
es tab lish ing  the U nited  S tated  B oard on 
Geographic Names. United States'(1889-1893)
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C h a p t e r  1

INTRODUCTION

U.S. BOARD ON
GEOGRAPHIC
NAMES

It would be ideal if  in everyday language all people were to use but 
one name for a given geographic entity with only one entity known 
by that name. In practice, the extent to which this ideal can be 
reached varies with time according to sociopolitical conditions, the 
mobility of people and their naming habits, and language flexibility. 
Confusion, uncertainty, and misunderstanding may occur when the 
name for an entity is spelled in different ways, when different names 
are used for the same place, when the same name is used for 
different places, or when a name is applied to a feature in an 
unexpected or different way from the general understanding of how 
it should apply. Standardization of the written form of a name and 
its application has become increasingly important during the last 100 
years because of reference needs associated with the development of 
natural sciences; sophisticated transportation and communication 
systems; special land, mineral, and water rights; and highly accurate 
large-scale maps and charts.

The systematic standardization of geographic names in the United 
States began late in the 19th century. After the American Civil War 
there was a surge of mapping and scientific reporting associated 
w'fh the exploration, mining, and settlement of the western 
territories. Inconsistencies and contradictions among the many 
names, their spellings, and applications became a serious problem to 
mapmakers and scientists who required uniform, nonconflicting 
geographical nomenclature. As a result, President Benjamin 
Harrison signed an Executive Order on September 4, 1890, 
establishing the United States Board on Geographic Names. The 
Board was given authority to resolve all unsettled questions 
concerning geographic names. Decisions of the Board were 
accepted as binding by all departments and agencies of the Federal 
Government.

In 1906, President Theodore Roosevelt extended the responsibilities 
of the Board. In addition to adjudicating conflicts, it now had 
authority to standardize all geographic names for Federal use, 
including name changes and new names.

The current period in the Board’s history began in 1947 when the 
Congress of the United States reorganized the Board by Public 
Law 80-242 (see Appendix A). The Board on Geographic Names, 
conjointly with the Secretary of the Interior, is directed to establish 
and maintain uniform geographic name usage throughout the 
Federal Government. The present Board operates without a budget 
and is made up of members and deputies from Federal departments 
and independent agencies, providing a broad spectrum of 
representation from most Federal programs concerned with the use



of geographic names. A ll members of the Board and their deputies 
are employees of the Federal Government, and they serve without 
further compensation. Members and deputies are appointed by the 
heads of their respective departments or agencies for a 2-year term. 
The Chairman is appointed by the Secretary of the Interior on 
nomination by the Board. The officers of the Board are its 
Chairman, Vice Chairman, and its Executive Secretaries. The 
Chairman appoints either the Executive Secretary for Domestic 
Names or the Executive Sccretaiy for Foreign Names to be the 
Executive Secretary to the Board.

Special working committees are established by the Board as 
necessaty. The Secretary of the Interior, upon recommendation of 
the Board, may establish advisory committees of recognized experts 
in their respective fields to assist in the solution or treatment of 
special problems. Current working committees include the 
Domestic Names Committee, Foreign Names Committee, Executive 
Committee, Publications and Publicity Committee, and advisory 
committees for Antarctic and undersea feature names.

Since 1947, domestic names standardization has been carried out in 
the name of the Board by its Domestic Names Committee, which 
meets monthly. Consisting of members and deputies representing 
the Departments of the Interior, Commerce, and Agriculture and 
the Government Printing Office, Postal Service, and Library of 
Congress, it is responsible for standardizing the names of places, 
features, and areas within the 50 States and in other areas under the 
sovereignty of the United States. The Executive Secretary and staff 
support for the domestic names activities of the Board and names 
activities for Antarctica are provided by the U.S. Geological Survey, 
an agency in the Department of the Interior.

From the beginning, in 1890, the Board developed principles of 
domestic names standardization that have stood the test of time. A  
primary principle is formal recognition of present-day local usage.
To this end, the Committee and its supporting staff work closely 
with State geographic names authorities, State and local 
governments, and the general public in order to determine the 
choice, spelling, written form, and application of each name for 
official use. A list of State names authorities can be found in 
A u th o r it ie s  a n d  O rgan iza tions  In v o lv e d  W ith  G eo grap h ic  Nam es: 

U n ite d  States, Canada, M e x ico  -1 9 8 9  published by the U.S. 
Geological Survey in cooperation with the Board on Geographic 
Names. See Appendix B for a list of terms and their definitions 
used by the Board in its standardization program.

Members of the Board and of its staff also have represented the 
United States in various international programs to standardize 
names. Appendix E gives a brief history of international programs, 
including those in the United Nations.
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Foreign names standardization is carried out in the name of the 
Board by its Foreign Names Committee. The Committee’s 
members and deputies represent those Federal departments and 
independent agencies concerned with the use of foreign geographic 
names. The Executive Secretary and staff support for the foreign 
names activities of the Board, and the maintenance of records 
relating to names of undersea features are provided by the National 
Imagery and Mapping Agency in the Department of Defense (sec 
Appendix D).

CHARACTERISTICS 
OF DOMESTIC 
GEOGRAPHIC 
NAMES

Most geographic names are binomial in that they have two parts, 
denoting the specific and the generic: Middleton (middle town),
Coal Hollow, or Sierra Nevada. The generic part tells the kind of 
place, feature, or area to which the name refers, and the specific 
part uniquely identifies the particular place, feature, or area. The 
generic part of the name is usually a single topographic term such as 
brook, hill, bay, peak, mesa, or lake; the specific part may consist of 
one or more words such as Grossc Roche, Jenny Lind, and Casale 
Campo di Came. The binomial (two-part) form is strong, and in 
written usage often leads to combining words in the specific part of 
the name, such as Threemile Run and Redhill Gulch. The names of 
some features can be long, especially if  that specific part is a 
prepositional phrase: Cliffs of the Seven Double Pillars, Foot of the
Mountains Run, and Canon del Rajadero de los Negros.

Some names have nonce (rare) generic forms; consider, for 
example, colorful American names such as Bald Alley (ridge),
Butlers Toothpick (pinnacle rock), Titans Piazza (hill), and Devils
Racepath (ridge). Among variations of the binomial form are one- 
word names that require a capitalized article: The Bend, La Pica, 
The Cape, The Nose, and The Maze.

Single-word specific names such as Boston and Pinhook are 
common for populated places and some civil divisions; the kind of 
feature meant is implied by sentence context.

Several names with the same generic word may be treated as a 
group in text with the generic word in plural form: "Calumet, 
Manitowoc, and Sheboygan Counties"; "Wisconsin and Illinois 
Rivers."

Geographic names normally originate in and are influenced by 
spoken language. It is important to remember this fact because 
many people are concerned with written forms of names, including 
matters of spelling, capitalization, word form, and writing marks that 
may have little to do with the way names are spoken.
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NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 
NAMES DATABASE

NATIONAL
GAZETTEER

The National Geographic Names Database is a part of the 
Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) and represents the 
primary source for identifying official names. The system is 
maintained by the U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation with the 
U.S. Board on Geographic Names. Over 2.5 million name records 
are currently in the database. These records include the names of 
natural features, populated places, civil divisions, areas and regions, 
and cultural features such as mines, churches, schools, cemeteries, 
hospitals, dams, airports, and shopping centers. All names in the 
database, except for variant names, are considered official for 
Federal use, by either Board policy or decision or under the 
procedures of the organization responsible for its administrative 
names. Information associated with each record includes the:

•  written form of the official or primary name

•  term identifying the kind of feature

•  location and, in some cases, extent of the feature by 
geographic coordinates

•  U.S. Geological Survey or other official base series map on 
which the feature can be located

•  elevation of the feature when appropriate

•  variant names and spellings for the same feature

Information in the database can be retrieved, analyzed, and 
organized to meet general and specialized needs. Information about 
access to the National Geographic Names Database and available 
products may be obtained from the:

Manager, GNIS 
U.S. Geological Survey 
523 National Center 
Reston, VA 20192-0523 
Tel.: (703) 648-4544 
Fax: (703) 648-4165

One product of GNIS is The N a tio n a l G azetteer o f  the  U n ited  States 

o f  A m e rica , which consists of a series of State and special listings of 
geographic names, present and past, used in the United States, and 
its territories and outlying areas. The series of publications, which 
will list over 3 million names and associated information when 
completed, is being prepared and published in cooperation with the 
Board on Geographic Names. Its purpose is to provide the general 
public with a relatively complete reference to the names of places, 
areas, and features in the United States and to establish a national
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standard for the written forms of these names and their applications. 
Separate volumes of The N a tio n a l G azetteer are identified by the 
name of the State or area covered along with the year it is published 
as part of the title. A  single concise volume for the United States 
is available, listing about 42,000names currently used for selected 
places and areas and major natural features.

N A T IO N A L  
D IG IT A L  
G A ZE TTE E R  
(Compact Disc)

Another product of GNIS is the National Digital Gazetteer which is 
a compact disc (CD-ROM) containing geographic names and 
associated information for the Nation. Also included is the 
necessary software to search, retrieve, process, and export the 
information. The disc will be updated annually.

D E T E R M IN IN G  It is the policy of the Federal Government that only official
O F F IC IA L  N A M ES domestic geographic names are to be used on Federal maps and in

other publications. An official name is one in which the written 
form of that name and its application to the appropriate place, 
feature, or area are approved by the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names or the appropriate administrative agency (see Appendix B). 
By law, the Board is responsible for all geographic names except 
those applying to offices or establishments of Federal agencies (see 
Appendix A, Sec. 1 and 7). Practically, however, the Board decides 
primarily on the names of natural features of the land, 
unincorporated localities, and populated places in the United States, 
and its territories and outlying areas. Unless asked to do so, the 
Board does not rule on the names of cultural features such as roads, 
streets, shopping centers, churches, schools, hospitals, and airports 
(see Principle IV , page 10). Borderline cases exist; for example, the 
Board determines the official names of reservoirs not formally 
named by Congress, but not the names of dams that form the 
reservoirs. The following statements define the Board’s procedures 
for establishing and maintaining uniform geographic name usage for 
Federal maps and other publications.

The primary reference for official geographic names and their 
applications established by the Board on Geographic Names is 
the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS).

I f  a name has required a Board decision, it is listed with a decision 
year date (e.g. "BGN 1947") or without a year date for names 
recognized as official by Board policy. However, all entries have 
equal official status.
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Pursuant to Public Law 80-242, geographic names not in GNIS 
must be submitted to the Board on Geographic Names for 
approval before they can be used on Federal maps, charts, and 
other publications.

The purpose of this directive is to ensure that GNIS, the primary 
reference foi official names, is kept current and as complete as 
possible. It is to everyone’s advantage that this procedure be 
followed faithfully. Most names submitted to the Board and 
reported to be in local use (sec definition, page 8) will be processed 
and approved for inclusion in GNIS. Because of their use as an 
authoritative graphic reference, it is particularly important that all 
names published on the base series maps and charts be recorded 
and agree in written form and application with GNIS name records 
(sec pages 26-27).

The base scries maps and charts are:

1. Quadrangle maps (1:24,000 or l:25,000scalc) of the 
National Topographic Map Series published by the U.S. 
Geological Survey and the U.S. Forest Service.

2. Nautical charts of coastal areas and inland waters published 
by the National Ocean Service.

3. National Forest Visitor maps published by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service.

4. National Park area visitor maps published by the National 
Park Service.

These maps and charts are periodically revised, at which time the 
names and their applications are brought up to date in accordance 
with information in GNIS.

Any conflicts noted in name usage among maps in the base series or 
between one of these maps and GNIS should be brought to the 
attention of the Executive Secretary, Domestic Geographic Names, 
U.S. Board on Geographic Names, U.S. Geological Survey, 523 
National Center, Reston, VA  20192-0523.

GNIS is available interactively to Federal agencies, and up-to-date 
name information is also available by requesting current computer 
listings, and information on magnetic media. Special searches for 
names in specific areas or for specific kinds of features are 
performed upon request.

Persons or organizations that do not have access to GNIS or do not 
have time to request GNIS information can use secondary sources
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for determining official geographic names. The most important of 
these secondary sources arc:

DOMESTIC NAMES 
DECISIONS

•  The National Digital Gazetteer (Compact Disc)

• The National Gazetteer o f the United States o f America

•  The base series maps and charts published by the U.S. 
Geological Survey, the U.S. Forest Service, the National 
Ocean Service, and the National Park Service.

These secondary publications are an important source of official 
name information and are current at the time of publication.

Shortly after its organization by public law in 1947, the U.S. Board 
on Geographic Names created a Domestic Names Committee and a 
Foreign Names Committee. It delegated to each authority to render 
decisions on individual geographic names in the name of the Board, 
within their respective spheres of interest and within established 
principles, policies, and procedures. Therefore, decisions of either 
committee are decisions of the Board and become official after 
review and approval by the Secretary of the Interior. However, new 
principles, policies, and procedures and major name cases, or 
changes to any of these are normally taken to the full Board 
membership for review and approval before being submitted to the 
Secretary of the Interior.

Domestic geographic name problems and proposals submitted to the 
Board arc researched individually by the support staff for the 
Domestic Names Committee for all factors that may affect the 
decision process and are put onto a docket list. The Domestic 
Names Committee has identified several factors to be considered, 
along with its principles, policies, and procedures, when deciding on 
name problems and proposals. These factors and their definitions 
arc here listed alphabetically:

Established Usage 
A  geographic name that has appeared consistently in written usage 
and/or has been expressed consistently in verbal usage, and that is 
supported by historical and/or current written materials and/or in 
folklore.

Historical Usage 
A geographic name given and used during the early history of a 
place or feature; the name may be cither obsolete or in current 
use.

Legal Usage
A  geographic nam e that appears in a docum ent generated as part
o f  a legal p rocedure established by a governm ent body; the

-7-



SPELLING OF 
GEOGRAPHIC 
NAMES

document may either (1) establish the name, or (2) apply it 
incidentally in order to identify or locate an area, site, or feature 
important to the principal purpose of the document. This category 
includes "legislated usage," which, because of its imporiance to the 
naming process, is given special recognition.

Legislated Usage 
A geographic name established by a legislative body-local, tribal, 
State, or Federal.

Local Usage
A geographic name commonly and currently used for an entity, 
whether in verbal and/or written form, by persons having frequent 
enough contact with the entity to use the name on a regular basis.

Unnamed Feature 
A geographic entity that is not known to have had a verbal or 
written name.

Verbal Usage
A name used by people when referring to a place, feature, or area 
in their own language as commonly spoken every day.

Written Usage
A geographic name in handwritten or printed form, for example, 
handwritten letters, diaries, and logs or names printed in 
newspapers or on maps or recorded in official, digital records.

Each docket list is sent to cooperating Federal, State, and tribal 
agencies and to interested organizations and individuals about three 
months before the Domestic Names Committee meeting at which 
the list is to be considered. Reviewing the merits of each case, the 
Committee decides between conflicting names and approves or 
disapproves proposed names for unnamed features and name 
changes. Each decision is guided by existing principles and policies, 
and factors involving established, historical, legal, legislated, written, 
and verbal usage (see factors and definitions). Some actions are 
temporarily deferred to allow more time for State and local 
response or to obtain more information useful for making a 
decision. A record of the decisions at each monthly meeting is 
submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for review and 
concurrence. Name decisions of the Domestic Names Committee 
are decisions of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names and arc 
entered into the National Geographic Names Database and 
published in decision lists.

The Board’s decisions establish standard spellings of geographic 
names for use by the Federal Government. When determining the 
spelling of names in the United States, the Board recognizes that 
geographic names, like other proper names, are not necessarily 
subject to the spelling rules that apply to other words in the English
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language. Although these standard spellings generally conform to 
rules of English, they may reflect historical spellings or forms 
commonly used or preferred by local citizens and may therefore 
include what appear to be grammatically incorrect, misspelled, 
improperly combined, or clipped words.
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C h a p t e r  2

DOM ESTIC

INTRODUCTION

Principle I:

Principle II:

Principle HI:

Principle IV:

GEOGRAPHIC NAMES PRINCIPLES

Public Law 80-242(1947) instructs the United States Board on 
Geographic Names, subject to the approval o f the Secretary of the 
Interior, to formulate principles, policies, and procedures with 
reference to both domestic and foreign geographic names; and to 
decide the standard names, their orthographies, and applications for 
official use. The following domestic geographic names principles 
reflect the underlying philosophy and primary guidelines used in 
national standardization since 1890. The Committee and the Board 
are guided by these principles when establishing policies and 
procedures and making decisions on domestic names.

Use of the Roman Alphabet-Official domestic geographic names 
are written in the Roman alphabet as normally used for writing the 
English language. Diacritical marks, however, may be added to 
names as specified in Policy V I: Use of Diacritical Marks.

Names in Local Usage-The underlying principle of the U.S. Board 
on Geographic Names for establishing official geographic names and 
their applications is recognition of present-day local usage or 
preferences. Exceptions occur when local spoken or written usage is 
in conflict with specific Board policy. In cases where local usage is 
conflicting or weak, well-established documented names and names 
with historical significance are given strong consideration (see 
Domestic Names Decisions, page 7).

Names Established by Act of Congress or Executive order- 
Geographic names and their applications specifically established by 
an act of Congress or Executive order are official by law. This does 
not apply to geographic names used incidentally in language of an 
act of Congress intended for other purposes, unless the language 
clearly indicates that naming is part of the intent of the act.

Names established by an act of Congress or by Executive order may 
include any of the entities specified in Note 1, at the end of this 
chapter. I f  not named by act of Congress or Executive order, such 
entities generally are named by the administering agency under the 
authority of an act of Congress (see Principle IV ).

Names Established by Other Authorities-Certain categories of 
names only rarely are the subject of decisions by the Board, 
generally because they fall within the purview of other authorities.
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Principle V:

These are specified in Note 2, at the end of this chapter. The 
Board may, however, decide to rule on such names i f  necessary to 
settle conflicts between different agencies. Independent of whether 
decisions are rendered, the Board may include such names in lists it 
issues from time to time, as part of its responsibility to promulgate 
standard names for U.S. Government use. (See Sec. 5 of Public 
Law 80-242 in Appendix A.)

One Name for One Geographic Entity-The U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names identifies one name, tpelling, and application as 
official for a geographic entity in the United States, and its 
territories and outlying areas. For certain entities a shortened 
version of the official name may also be used in Federal publications 
(example: State of Wisconsin and Wisconsin; City of Atlanta and 
Atlanta).
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END NOTES FOR CHAPTER 2

National Fish Hatcheries (Interior/Fish and Wildlife Service)
National Forests (Agriculture/Forest Service)
National Gaine Ranges (Interior/Fish and Wildlife Service)
National Grasslands (Agriculture/Forest Service)
National Historic Landmarks (Interior/National Park Service)
National Historic Sites (Interior/National Park Service)
National Marine Sanctuaries (Commerce/National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) 
National Monuments (Interior/National Park Service)
National Parks (Interior/National Park Service)
National Recreation Areas (Agriculture/Forest Service and Interior/National Park Service)
National Recreation Trails (Agriculture/Forest Service and Interior/National Park Service)
National Scenic Trails (Agriculture/Forest Service/Interior/National Park Service)
National Seashores (Interior/National Park Service)
National W ild and Scenic Rivers (Agriculture/Forest Service and Interior/National Park 

Service)
National Wildlife Refuges (Interior/Fish and Wildlife Service)
Wilderness Areas (Interior or Agriculture)

The names of some reservoirs also have been established by Congress.

NOTE 2 (See Principle IV)

The following categories o f names generally are not the subject of decisions by the Board:

Facilities, offices, establishments, and bounded .areas of administration of Federal 
agencies-Examples are Forest Service stations and ranger districts (Department of 
Agriculture, Forest Service); military bases and reservations (Department o f Defense);
Coast Guard lighthouses and lifcsaving stations (Department of Transportation); and post 
offices (U.S. Postal Service). However, the names adopted by these agencies apply to the 
facilities themselves, but not necessarily to similar names of adjacent communities or 
geographical features. Such names may be the subject of Board decisions.

Facilities, offices, establishments, and bounded areas of administration of State and local 
govemments-Examples are regional forest preserves, State parks, municipal buildings 
and parks, municipal airports, and public schools.

Indian reservations—Names of these generally are specified in an act of Congress, a 
treaty, or an Executive order.

Administrative geographic subdivisions (counties, cities, townships, and similar legally 
incorporated units)--These entities are created under State law, which typically prescribes 
procedures for establishing their names. Included arc entities that generally have local 
self-government such as cities, towns, townships, boroughs, villages, and plantations (in 
Maine); districts, precincts, and similar entities established as administrative subdivisions 
of larger units; wards of cities; and municipios, barrios, and similar entities in Puerto 
Rico and the outlying areas. The Board frequently promulgates current information on

NOTE 1 (See Principle III)
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such names but renders decisions only in rare instances of conflict or ambiguity between 
established sources.

Local transportation, communication, navigational, and water-management features- 
Names o f highways, streets, bridges, ferries, tunnels, airports, radio and television towers, 
buoys, artificial fishing reefs, dams, ditches, and canals that are constructed or 
administered by a government or quasi-government agency generally are named by the 
appropriate office. Only if  a conflict arises does the Board become involved.

Structures and other manmade features on private property-Examples are shopping 
malls, resorts, mines, oil rigs, churches, cemeteries and stations, stops, and sidings of 
railroads and other public transit facilities. As in the case of post offices, a railroad 
station name does not automatically apply to the adjacent community, whose name may 
be the subject o f a Board decision. A Board decision also may be called for when 
several property owners arc involved, or when a feature is no longer active (for example, 
an abandoned mine) if  the correct name is in doubt.

-13-



C h a p t e r  3

DOM ESTIC GEOGRAPHIC NAMES POLICIES

The U.S. Board on Geographic Names has formulated policies and 
procedures that deal with particular naming problems or issues. 
These policies have been developed over the past 100 years to 
encourage and permit uniformity and objectivity in the decision­
making process and to assist in national standardization. While 
most proposed geographic name situations and conditions will be 
addressed by these policies, there may be certain instances in which 
other factors must be considered to arrive at a suitable decision.

POLICY I: Geographic names and their applications specifically established by
an act of Congress are official by law, and therefore, take 

NAMES BEING precedence over decisions of the Board. Occasionally, a name or
CONSIDERED BY namc-change proposal submitted to the Board becomes at the same
CONGRESS time a matter of proposed legislation before Congress. To prevent

confusion by possible conflicting action by the bodies, the Board 
adheres to the following policy:

Policy The U.S. Board on Geographic Names will not render a decision 
on a name or its application if the matter is also being 
considered by the Congress of the United States. If Congress 
docs not act on the proposed legislation by the end of its second 
session, the Board will not act on the case for 90 days after the 
beginning of the next session of Congress. If Congress formally 
declines to act on proposed naming legislation, the Board will 
wait 90 days before deciding on the case, unless new legislation is 
introduced during that period.

Approved by: Approved by:
Board on Geographic Names Secretary of the Interior
March 12,1981 April 20,1981

POLICY II: Geographic names, as do other categories of proper names, perform
an important reference or label function in language. Each name

NAME CHANGES identifies a particular geographic feature, place, or area. This
function requires a high degree of stability in the spoken and written 
forms of names and their applications. Consequently, changes in 
existing names should not be made without good reason. The U.S. 
Board on Geographic Names will consider every proposal involving 
a name change on an individual basis, and the merits of each case 
will be carefully evaluated.

Definition "Name change" means formally changing the proper name of a
place, feature, or area in the United States or its territories and
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outlying areas presently recognized by the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names as official for use on Federal maps and in other 
Federal publications. The Board recognizes three classes of name 
changes:

a. Those made to bring Federal official usage into agreement 
with well-established local usage.

b. Those made to eliminate particular name problems as in 
cases involving derogatory names, name duplication, and 
names originally authorized on the basis of incorrect 
information.

c. Those made at the request of persons or organizations, 
public or private, for commemorative or other reasons 
important to the proposer.

Policy sec. 1

sec. 2

sec. 3

sec. 4

General: The U.S. Board on Geographic Names does not 
encourage changes in official geographic names. It will not 
initiate changes in domestic geographic names except in rare 
cases such as those involving certain derogatory names and name 
duplications. All name change proposals are evaluated in 
cooperation with State geographic names authorities, Federal, 
State, and tribal agencies, local governments, other authoritative 
bodies, and the public.

Conforming to Local Usage: It is the policy of the Board to 
follow present-day local usage whenever possible. However, the 
Board will consider proposals to change official names that do 
not agree with well-established local usage or its applications. 
Considerations other than local usage may be overriding in 
certain individual cases. Factors such as Board policies, 
document usage, population density, and State, tribal and local 
governmental needs arc always considered in Board decisions.

Derogatory Names: The Board has a firm policy prohibiting the 
inclusion of a word in an official geographic name considered by 
the Board to be derogatory to any racial, ethnic, gender, or 
religious group (see Policy V: Derogatory Names).

Duplicate Names: Common names are often applied over and 
over again in the naming process. Where duplication leads to 
confusion, the Board encourages requests to change names in 
order to eliminate duplication (see Policy VII: Name 
Duplication).

A pproved by : A pproved by:
Board on G eographic N am es Secretary o f  the Interior
M arch 12., 1981 A pril 2 0 ,1981
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COMMEMORATIVE
Ni*MES

POLICY P I:

Policy sec. 1

sec. 2

see. 3 

sec. 4

Guidelines

Naming is a basic human tendency; just as a name helps to create a 
distinct identity for an individual, a geographic name helps 
distinguish one place from another. Naming geographic features 
after individuals is one way that settlers marked the land; one way 
they signified that their lives on it and their contributions to it were 
important. Commemorative naming gave them a sense of 
ownership, assured the continued remembrance of them and their 
deeds. Naming a river, a mountain or a valley helped create the 
familiar, often reminding them of another place, person, or time.

Over the years the role of the Board has changed and grown. In a 
nation where numerous individuals are remembered for their 
accomplishments, the Board follows established principles, policies, 
and procedures to decide whose name may be applied to a natural 
feature for U.S. official maps and publications. In some cases, the 
Board may be able to suggest alternatives to geographic naming 
which might better commemorate the individual.

The U.S. Board on Geographic Names will consider proposals for 
assignment of the names or nicknames of deceased persons to 
geographic features in the United States and areas under the 
jurisdiction of the United States. The Board will not consider 
names that commemorate or may be construed to commemorate 
living persons. In addition, a person must be deceased at least 
5 years before a commemorative proposal will be considered.

The person being honored by the naming should have had either 
some direct and long-term association with the feature or have 
made a significant contribution to the area or State in which it is 
located.

A proposal commemorating an individual with an outstanding 
national or international reputation will be considered even if the 
person was not directly associated with the geographic feature.

All commemorative name proposals must meet the same basic 
criteria required of any other name proposal.

A proposal to commemorate an individual should contain evidence 
of local support for the proposed name and its application. Such 
evidence may be in the form of letters from local residents and 
administrative agency personnel and/or petitions containing original 
signatures of local citizens.

In States with no official State names authority, approval must be 
obtained from local governing bodies such as the county 
commissioners or supervisors or the town selectmen.
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Past decisions by the Board have found "direct association" or 
"significant contribution" when the person being commemorated was 
a(n):

POLICY IV: 

WILDERNESS AREAS

•  early or long-time settler - 20 or more years
•  developer of the designated feature
•  restorer or maintainer of the feature
•  donor o f the land to State or Federal Government
•  person who played a large part in protecting the land

for public benefit.

A  person’s death on or at a feature, such as in a mountaineering 
accident or plane crash, or the mere ownership of land or the 
feature, does not normally meet the "direct association" criterion.

The Board urges careful review of an individual’s association with 
the intended feature, as well as the proposal’s consistency with other 
Board policies, before submitting the proposal.

Approved by: Approved by:
Board on Gee graphic Names Secretary of the Interior 
April 22,1986 May 27,1986

In the Wilderness Act of 1964 (Public Law 88 577,78 Stat. 890) 
Congress established the National Wilderness Preservation System 
composed of federally owned areas to be administered.

"...for the use and enjoyment of the American people in 
such manner as w ill leave them unimpaired for future use 
and enjoyment as wilderness, and so as to provide for the 
protection o f these areas, the preservation of their 
wilderness character, and for the gathering and 
dissemination of information regarding their use and 
enjoyment as wilderness...."

The act characterizes wilderness "as an area where the earth and its 
community of life are untrammeled by man [and] where man 
himself is a visitor who does not remain."

Though wilderness designations are a modem invention, a 
fundamental characteristic of elemental wilderness is that features 
are nameless and the cultural overlay of civilization is absent. No 
wilderness is today totally free of placenames and cultural artifacts, 
but a goal of Federal wilderness area administration is to minimize 
the impacts and traces of people. Wilderness areas designated by 
Congress are managed to preserve their unique natural, scenic, 
educational, scientific, and primitive values.
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Policy sec. 1

see. 2

sec. 3

W ithin wilderness areas, the U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
will not approve proposed names for unnamed features, names in 
local use but not published on a base series map, or unpublished 
administrative names used by administering agencies, unless an 
overriding need exists, such as for purposes of safety, education, 
or area administration.

Name proposals commemorating persons arc discouraged and 
will not be considered unless the criteria in Section 1 and the 
Commemorative Names Policy are met (see Policy H I).

All new name proposals involving wilderness areas must meet the 
same basic criteria required of any other name proposal. These 
criteria also apply to names in areas being considered for 
possible designation by Congress as wilderness areas.

Guidelines The administering Federal agency will review new name proposals
and advise the U.S. Board ou Geographic Names o f its findings 
relative to overriding need. Final approval or disapproval will be 
made by the Board.

Persons wishing to name an unnamed feature in a wilderness area 
should coordinate their proposal with the Federal agency responsible 
for the administration of the area.

Approved by: Approved by:
Board on Geographic Names Secretary of the Interior
April 16,1985 June 21,1985

P O L IC Y  V:

D ER O G A TO R Y N A M ES

The Board, however, is conservative in this matter and prefers to 
interfere as little as possible within the use of names in everyday 
language because attitudes and perceptions of words considered to 
be pejorative vary between individuals and can change connotation 
from one generation to another. Geographic names are part of the 
historical record of the United States, and that record may be either 
distorted or disrupted by the elimination of names associated with 
particular groups of Americans. Such unwarranted action by the 
Board could, in time, be a disservice to the people the process is 
meant to protect.

The guiding principle of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names for 
the names of places, features, and areas in the United States and its 
territories is to adopt for official Federal use the names found in 
present-day local usage. An exception to this principle occurs when 
a name is shown to be highly offensive or derogatory to a particular 
racial or ethnic group, gender, or religious group. In such instances, 
the Board does not approve use of the names for Federal maps, 
charts, and other publications.
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Policy

Guidelines

POLICY VI:

USE OF DIACRITICAL 
MARKS

In the case of domestic geographic names, the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names will not adopt a name for Federal usage that 
is determined by the Board to be derogatory to a particular racial 
or ethnic group, gender, or religious group.

Any individual or agency may request the Board to change a 
currently used name on grounds the name is derogatory or patently 
offensive.

Requests for name changes should be in the form of an application 
to the Board including reasons why the present name should not be 
used. The requester must offer an alternative name as part of the 
application following Board guidelines for submittal of name 
proposals.

Upon receipt of a request to change a derogatory name, the Board 
will investigate the background for the current name and will solicit 
from the appropriate State names authority that organization’s views 
on the proposed change, including any alternatives.

In considering a change proposal, the Board will give careful 
consideration to all relevant factors, including the extent and 
distribution of usage, historical context, user perceptions and intent, 
and lexical meanings.

The Board w ill not adopt a name proposal that includes the word 
"Jap" or the word "Nigger" v/hether or not it is in current local 
usage and regardless o f by whom proposed.

In the event o f n a m e  change, the prior form will appear in the 
permanent record as a variant.

Approved by: Approved by:
Board on Geographic Names Secretary of the In' erior
June 23,1983 July 28,1983

The U.S. Board on Geographic Names has not customarily 
recognized accent or other diacritical marks as part of the spelling 
of geographic names in the United States (sec Principle I). Such 
marks are almost never used in English, but they constitute part of 
the spelling in many other languages, including Spanish and French 
from which numerous placenamcs in the United States are derived. 
Most geographic names adopted from non-English languages have
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Policy

POLICY Vn:

NAME DUPLICATION

Definition

been assimilated into English usage, and therefore lack the 
diacritical marks that were included in the original spelling. In some 
cases, however, especially in the areas of the United States where 
Spanish or French are still spoken, there are names for which active 
local usage may indicate that diacritical marks should be included. 
Diacriticals may be especially important if  their omission would 
result in a significant change in the meaning of the name in the 
parent language.

In the past, the Board has sanctioned the use of a name form 
containing diacritical marks in a few exceptional cases.

The presence of diacritical marks, special letters, or symbols will not 
necessarily bar approval of a geographic name by the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names. While each name will be reviewed on a casc-by- 
case basis, a spelling that includes diacritical marks, special letters, or 
symbols will be considered only if  consistent with a widely accepted 
standard orthography. There must also be substantial evidence of active 
local use or acceptance of die ruune as proposed. In cases where 
diacritical marks, special letters, or symbols are not approved, name 
forms diat carry diem are considered variant names (see Principle I).

Approved by: Approved by:
Board on Geographic Names Secretary of the Interior
April 22,1986 May 27,1986

The role of geographic names in language is to provide 
unambiguous labels to identify geographical entities. Duplication of 
names within an area often causes confusion and misunderstanding. 
Name duplication, however, is common within a county, State, or 
Nation because naming is a natural process. While name 
duplication within a county or State is undesirable, well-established 
geographic names should not be changed unless there is strong 
public support for the change.

Name duplication occurs when two or more places or features of the 
same kind, relatively close to each other, have the same name in 
local or published usage. Name duplication does not occur when 
places or features of different kinds have the same name, such as a 
stream called Long Creek and a village called Longcrcck or Long 
Creek.
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Policy sec. 1 

see. 2

POLICY Vffl:

USE OF VARIANT 
NAMES

Policy sec. 1 

sec. 2

Guidelines

Names proposed for unnamed geographic features that duplicate 
another name in the State or nearby in an adjoining State will 
not normally be approved by the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names.

The Board encourages efforts by State and local governments and 
local citizens to change or modify one or more duplicate names 
wherever ambiguity is likely to occur. Such name changes should 
be coordinated with the Board.

Approved by: Approved by:
Board on Geographic Names Secretary of the Interior
March 12,1981 April 20,1981

The U.S. Board on Geographic Names was established to bring 
uniformity to name usage on Federal maps and in Federal 
documents. From its inception the Board has identified a single 
official spelling for each domestic geographic entity. For certain 
names of rivers and political subdivisions, both a long form and a 
short form are identified and either may be used (for example, City 
of Chicago or Chicago).

A variant is any current or historical name or spelling for a 
geographic entity other than its official name. Known variant names 
and applications are specified in Board decisions. The Board 
disapproves the independent use of any variant, but a variant may be 
given in parentheses following the approved name.

In adopting a domestic geographic name, the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names will identify one name, spelling, and 
application as official for a geographic entity. For names of 
political and civil divisions, either a long form or a short form 
may be used.

The Board docs not allow the use of parentheses in an official 
name, but a variant in parentheses may be used after the official 
name if needed for purposes of clarity or reference. The 
independent use of any name other than the official name is not 
approved.

Use of a variant name in parentheses following an official name on 
a Federal map or chart or in a report is at the discretion of the 
author and the issuing agency.

On a map or chart, a name in parentheses may appear either 
following the official name or below it. It should always be clear 
which name is the official one. The Board does not object to the
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listing of such variant names in a tabular or dictionary format in order to 
convey special information such as pronunciation, name origin, or word 
meaning. A  statement explaining the purpose of the table or dictionary and 
why the names listed vary from official names should be included.

An example o f the use of variant names in this manner developed after a 
national system of scenic, historic, and recreation trails was authorized by 
Public Law 90-543 on October 2,1968 (amended November 10,1978). These 
national trails may coincide in part with trails having well-established names 
that differ from the official names fixed by legislation. When this occurs, and 
there is a need to retain the older established name for reference or 
identification, it is recommended that the older name be shown in 
parentheses after the official name. Example: "Pacific Crest National Scenic 
Trail (John M uir Trail)."

Possible reasons for use of variant names include:

a. To show an alternative name in current or recent local use.

b. To show a former name that has been changed.

c. To show a foreign name for a feature crossing an international 
boundary.

d. To show a local name that applies only to part of a feature.

Approved by: Approved by:
Board on Geographic Names Secretary of the Interior 
February 9 ,1984 March 23,1984

Almost since its inception, the U.S. Board on Geographic Names has 
expressed a preference against long and clumsily constructed domestic 
geographic names. Although the Board does not specifically define what 
constitutes an unacceptably long name, if  the length of a name is such that it 
is difficult or cumbersome to use in written or spoken form, then such a 
name generally will not be approved by the Board.

This statement deals with three specific categories of long names, as follows:

a. Legislated names for reservoirs, dams, and other features, assigned to 
commemorate some individual and typically using his/her full name. 
These are termed "legislatedfeature names." Examples include 
Richard B. Russell Dam and Lake (Georgia) and Bob Marshall 
Wilderness Area (Montana). I f  such names are assigned by an act of 
Congress, they are not subject to modification by the Board on 
Geographic Names.

b. Names adopted to commemorate an individual, using more than the 
surname so as to make the referent person unmistakable. These names 
are distinguishable from category "a" because their motive is to avoid
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ambiguity. They are termed "fullcommemorative names." Examples 
include Walter E. Long Lake (Texas), Claude Birdseye Point (Arizona), 
and George R. Stewart Peak (California).

c. Names of stream forks or branches that might be regarded as
incomplete without including the names of their main streams. These 
are termed "longstream names." Examples include East Fork North 
Fork North Fork American River and North Fork of Middle Fork 
American River.

Policy sec. 1

see. 2

sec. 3

For names of domestic geographic features established by a 
legislative body other than Congress, the Board on Geographic 
Names will follow its general policy relative to the use of personal 
names. Under that policy, the full name of a person as the 
specific part of a geographic name normally is not approved.

This policy also applies to proposals to use an individual’s full 
name to emphasize the commemorative intent of the name. 
Exceptions are occasionally made by the Board when a person’s 
full name, or parts of a full name, arc short and euphonious or 
where the surname used alone would be ambiguous.

Names of tributaries will be approved by the Board as official 
names without reference to their parent stream, provided they are 
unambiguous and meet the Board’s other guidelines for 
approving a name. If a tributary name is deemed to be 
ambiguous without the name of its parent stream, the Board will 
consider (1) extending the name of the parent stream to the 
tributary or (2) requesting an alternative proposal. If neither of 
these alternatives is possible, the Board will consider including 
the name of the parent stream in the approved name of the 
tributary.

Guidelines In reviewing legislated geographic feature names, the Board will consider
adopting the full legislated name with selective underscoring to specify the 
surname portion (for example, John I I .  McClintick Dam).

Proposals for adoption o f full commemorative names are considered 
individually as part of the overall review of the appropriateness of the names. 
I f  the full name is approved to avoid ambiguity, selective underscoring will 
not be adopted to permit use of the surname portion of the name alone.

I f  a stream name is approved that includes the name of the parent stream, 
only the full approved name may be used, not a shortened form that omits 
the parent stream name.

A pproved by: A pproved by:
Board on  G eographic N am es Secretary o f  the  In terio r
A pril 2 2 ,1 9 8 6  M ay 2 7 ,1 9 8 6
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NAMES OF NATIVE 
AMERICAN ORIGIN

POLICY X:

r

Policy sec. 1

sec. 2

sec. 3

Geographic names derived from the languages of Native Americans 
are an important and integral part of the cultural heritage of the 
Unitea States. As part of its standard review procedure for 
proposed names, the Board will consult with Federally-recognized 
tribes having an historic or cultural affiliation with the geographic 
location o f the feature. In addition, the Board may consult with 
such other organized Native American entities as it finds may have 
an interest in the feature being proposed for naming. The following 
policy clarifies the Board’s position concerning the official use of 
names derived from Native American languages used in the United 
States, and its territories and outlying areas.

Official Use of Geographic Names Derived From Native American 
Languages. The U.S. Board on Geographic Names supports and 
promotes the official use of geographic names derived from 
Native American languages. To this end, the expert 
documentation of these names in current use is encouraged. The 
final selection, spelling, and application of the names for official 
use on Federal maps and other publications arc based on policies 
and orthographic guidelines established by the Board.

Changing Established Geographic Names Derived From Native 
American Languages. The U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
generally will not consider proposals changing the spellings 
and/or applications of long-published, well-established geographic 
names of Native American origin in order to conform to current 
standards of spelling correctness and/or name referent accuracy.

Changing Established Geographic Names Derived From Non- 
Native Languages Within Areas of Native American Tribal 
Jurisdiction.

a. Proposals to change widely known, long-published 
geographic names derived from non-Native American 
languages for mqjor (primary) features within, or partly 
within, areas of Native American tribal jurisdiction rarely 
will be considered by the U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
unless such changes have extensive public support and are 
approved by appropriate State and tribal authorities.

b. Proposals to change published names derived from non- 
Native American languages in order to conform with local 
usage for other than mqjor (primary) features within, or 
partly within, areas of Native American tribal jurisdiction 
will be considered by the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names. Decisions affecting such name changes will be 
made in cooperation with tribal and State authorities.



sec. 4

sec. 5

sec. 6

sec. 7

Proposing Geographic Names for Unnamed Features Within 
Areas of Native American Tribal Jurisdiction. Proposals to name 
unnamed natural features (that is, features for which there are no 
published or local names in current use) within, or partly within, 
areas of Native American tribal jurisdiction must conform to 
established Board guidelines for such naming and be supported 
by the tribal government before being considered for approval by 
the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.

Geographic Names of Native American Language Origin in Local 
Use Outside Areas of Tribal Jurisdiction. Unpublished 
geographic names used by Native Americans for places and 
features outside areas of tribal jurisdiction will be given 
appropriate consideration with similar unpublished non-Native 
American names for the same places and features. The U.S. 
Board on Geographic Names, in each case, will decide on a name 
for official use according to routine decision criteria.

Proposing Geographic Names Derived From Native American 
Languages for Unnamed Features Outside Areas of Tribal 
Jurisdiction. Proposals to apply names derived from Native 
American languages to unnamed features (that is, without 
published or local names in current outside areas of tribal 
jurisdiction will be considered for approval by the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names. Proposals of this kind:

a. Must meet the requirements outlined in the Board’s 
guidelines for proposing names for unnamed features.

b. Should be linguistically appropriate to the area in which 
each is to be applied (that is, in each case, the language 
from which the name is derived, is or once was, spoken in 
the area by a relatively permanent population).

c. Must conform to the Board’s orthographic guidelines for 
the writing of Native American geographic names.

Generic Terms Recommended for Geographic Names Derived 
From Native American Languages. The U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names recommends the use of generic terms with 
names derived from Native American languages that are easily 
understood by the general public and arc common to the areas in 
which the names are applied. This policy applies even though the 
Native American names may already contain generic elements.

Approved by: Approved by:
Board on Geographic Names Secretary of the Interior
April 13,1996 August 15,1996
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see. 4

sec. 5

sec. 6

see. 7

Proposing Geographic Names for Unnamed Features Within 
Areas of Native American Tribal Jurisdiction. Proposals to name 
unnamed natural features (that is, features for which there arc no 
published or local names in current use) within, or partly within, 
areas of Native American tribai jurisdiction must conform to 
established Board guidelines for such naming and be supported 
by the tribal government before being considered for approval by 
the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.

Geographic Names of Native American Language Origin in Local 
Use Outside Areas of Tribal Jurisdiction. Unpublished 
geographic names used by Native Americans for places and 
features outside areas of tribal jurisdiction will be given 
appropriate consideration with similar unpublished non-Native 
American names for the same places and features. The U.S. 
Board on Geographic Names, in each case, will decide on a name 
for official use according to routine decision criteria.

Proposing Geographic Names Derived From Native American 
Languages for Unnamed Features Outside Areas of Tribal 
Jurisdiction. Proposals to apply names derived from Native 
American languages to unnamed features (that is, without 
published or local names in current use) outside areas of tribal 
jurisdiction will be considered for approval by the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names. Proposals of this kind:

a. Must meet the requirements outlined in the Board’s 
guidelines for proposing names for unnamed features.

b. Should be linguistically appropriate to the area in which 
each is to be applied (that is, in each case, the language 
from which the name is derived, is or once was, spoken in 
the area by a relatively permanent population).

c. Mast conform to the Board’s orthographic guidelines for 
the writing of Native American geographic names.

Generic Terms Recommended for Geographic Names Derived 
From Native American Languages. The U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names recommends the use of generic terms with 
names derived from Native American languages that are easily 
understood by the general public and are common to the areas in 
which the names are applied. This policy applies even though the 
Native American names may already contain generic elements.

Approved by: Approved by:
Board on Geographic Names Secretary of the Interior
April 18,1996 August 15,1996

-25-



C h a p t e r  4

PROCEDURES

SUBMITTING NAME 
CORRECTIONS AND 
CHANGES

SUBMITTING
NONRECORDED
NAMES

AND GUIDELINES

The National Geographic Names Database within the Geographic 
Names Information System (GNIS) contains the geographic names 
approved for use on Federal maps and charts and other 
publications. A  correction or change to an official geographic name 
record in the database can be initiated by submitting the 
appropriate information to the Executive Secretary for Domestic 
Geographic Names, U.S. Board on Geographic Names. Such 
corrections or changes are generally based on discovered 
typographical errors or evidence that local or predominant 
published/legal usage is in conflict with the official record.
Proposed changes must be submitted to the Board for review and 
approval before they can be used in Federal publications (see page 
5).

The Board’s procedure for reviewing name conflicts includes 
submitting the cases to local, Federal, and State agencies, and 
where the conflict relates to a major geographic feature, it also 
includes publicizing it in the news media. This procedure alerts the 
agencies and the general public to the problem and solicits their 
comments and recommendations. Where a name conflict is 
associated with a feature on an international boundary with Canada 
or Mexico, the review procedure includes contact with appropriate 
Canadian or Mexican names authorities for their comments.

In approving names for publication or official recognition, the key 
factor is to submit the requested correction or change to the Board 
well in advance of the publication date in order to allow adequate 
time for the correction or approval process. This leadtimc can vary 
between 1 to 6 or more months depending on the nature of the 
submittal. Typographical corrections, for example, can be made by 
the Board’s support staff in a few days while some controversial 
changes may take several months.

Upon request, in emergency cases, the Board and its staff will 
attempt to expedite the review and approval process. If, however, 
approval is not received before a publication deadline, the name or 
names involved should be used as indicated in the database or left 
off maps and charts.

A nonrecorded name is one that is not currently in the Geographic 
Names Information System (GNIS). It is a name recently collected 
and represented as being in local usage or in established publication 
or legal use.
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PROCEDURE FOR 
SUBMITTING 
CORRECTIONS, 
CHANGES, AND NON­
RECORDED NAMES

PROPOSING NAMES 
FOR UNNAMED 
DOMESTIC FEATURES

All such names are to be submitted to the Board on Geographic 
Names for review and approval before they may be used in Federal 
publications. These names generally w ill not be docketed and will 
be processed, approved, or rejected, in less than 30 calendar days. 
The person or agency submitting the names will be notified 
immediately of the actions taken.

Proposals to change an official name, its spelling, or application can 
be made by submitting appropriate information to the Executive 
Secretary for Domestic Geographic Names, U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names. This can be done by letter, by using the 
standard Domestic Geographic Name Report (see Appendix C), or 
by established telecommunication or other procedures. All 
proposals should clearly identify the feature and include required 
evidence supporting the proposal. I f  the communication is by letter 
or report form, feature identification can be done by map 
annotation. Other procedures require identification by means of 
accurate geographical coordinates. The Board’s decision may differ 
in name, choice, form, spelling, or application from that 
recommended by the proposing agency or individual. However, all 
Federal agencies are required to accept the Board’s decision and to 
correct their maps and reports accordingly before publication, or, if  
already published, at the time the map or maps are next printed.

Nonrecorded names and obvious typographical errors may be 
submitted by telecommunication methods or by annotated map or 
maps. Here again, clear identification of the feature is important. 
The information submitted or annotated on a map should indicate 
the source of the name (e.g. "local usage--8 people"; "county 
highway map, 1994")or the nature of the typographical error. (See 
also page 6).

Although the principal guide for determining domestic standard 
names is present-day spoken and written local usage, the Board 
realizes that there are occasional needs for reference or 
commemorative purposes to name features that are presently 
unnamed. The U.S. Board on Geographic Names does not initiate 
naming of unnamed domestic features, but is authorized to consider 
proposals for new names for use with Federal maps and 
publications, and for other uses. Any person or organization, public 
or private, may submit a name proposal to the Board for 
consideration.

A new name will affect many people for a long time; thus it must 
be acceptable to local citizens, involved local, State, and Federal 
agencies, and other users. The Board’s responsibility is to evaluate 
each name proposal as to appropriateness, acceptability, and need 
(relative to the feature, its location, and the user community) before 
it is adopted. This is done in cooperation with State geographic 
names authorities, Federal, State, and tribal agencies, local
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G u id e lin e s  fo r  
P ro p o s in g  N a m e s

go v ern m en ts , and  the  p u b lic . A s a  general p o licy , th e  U .S . B o ard  
o n  G eograph ic  N am es avo ids excessive  o r  need less nam ing  o f  
features.

T hese gu ide lin es ap p ly  o n ly  to  fea tu res th a t h a v e  n ev er been  nam ed . 
N am es fo r  features a lready  estab lished  in  sp oken  o r  w ritten  fo rm  
am ong local c itizens, even  tho ugh  th e  nam es d o  n o t ap pear on  
cu rren t m aps, a re  g iv en  p rio rity  (see P o licy  II: N am e C h an g es). A  
p e rso n  w h o  w ishes to  p ro p o se  a  nam e fo r  an  un nam ed  fea tu re  is 
expected  to  de te rm in e , to  the  best o f  h is  o r  h e r  a b ility , w h e th e r th e  
fea tu re  is  actually  unnam ed . T h e  best so u rces fo r  loca tin g  u n n am ed  
fea tu res are  larg e-scale  m aps and  ch arts  p u b lish ed  by  th e  F edera l 
and  S tate  g o vern m en ts . U .S . G eo log ical S u rvey  to p o g rap h ic  m aps 
an d  N ationa l O cean S erv ice  nau tical ch a rts , fo r  ex am ple , can  b e  
fou nd  in  m ost la rg e  m ap lib ra ries . W hen  co n sid e rin g  a  p ro p o sa l to  
nam e an  unnam ed  fea tu re , the  B oard  on  G eo g rap h ic  N am es is 
g u id ed  by  th e  fo llow ing  p o lic ies  and c rite ria :

R e c o m m e n d e d  K in d s  o f  P ro p o se d  N a m e s: T h e  U .S . B oard  o n  
G eo g rap h ic  N am es p re fe rs  im agina tive  nam es th a t are  re la tive ly  
d is tin c tiv e  p ro v id ed  they  are  no t incom p atib le  w ith  the  fo rm s o f  
o th e r nam es ex isting  in  th e  areas in  w h ich  they  w ill b e  used .
N am es desc rip tiv e  o f  to p o g rap h ic  fo rm  o r  suggested  b y  local 
h is to ry , fo lk lo re , o r  inc iden t, o r  by  associa ted  n a tu ra l life  o r  o th e r 
p h enom ena  are  p re fe rred . T h is includes N a tiv e  A m erican  and 
o th e r  e th n ic  nam es ap p ro p ria te  to  th e  a re a  in  w h ich  th e  fea tu re  is 
located.

D u p lic a tio n  o f  N a m e s  (see P o licy  V II :  N a m e  D u p lic a tio n ) :  A
pro p o sed  nam e sh ou ld  n o t du p lica te  an o th e r nam e in  th e  S ta te  o r  
nearby  in  an  ad jo in in g  State.

R e c o m m e n d e d  N a m e  F o rm : P ro p o sed  nam es a re  ex pected  to  
p e rfo rm  usefu l serv ice  as p ro p e r  nam es. T h ey  n o rm ally  sh o u ld  be 
as sh o rt as p o ssib le  an d  easily  p ro n o u n ced . P re fe rab ly , the  
p ro n u n c ia tio n  sh ou ld  b e  apparen t from  th e  sp e llin g . N am es th a t 
a re  co m plex  and d ifficu lt to  p ro n o u n ce  o ften  a re  no t accep ted  by  
u sers .

Q u a lify in g  W o rd s  in  N a m e s : U se o f  q u a lify in g  o r  re la tiona l w o rd s  
(m id d le , u p p e r, n o rth , b ig , e tc .) , in  the  n am ing  o f  fea tu res su ch  as 
lak es, m o un ta ins, b ranches o f  s tream s, an d  can yon s, sh o u ld  b e  
avo ided  w h ere  p o ssib le . P ropo sed  nam es sh ou ld  b e  d istin c tiv e .

G e n e r ic  T e rm s :  W hen  a p ro p o sed  geo g rap h ic  nam e inc ludes b o th  a  
sp ec ific  and  g en eric  e lem en t, the  g en eric  te rm  (creek , cc rro , r id g e , 
lak e , co l, e tc .)  sh ou ld  b e  ap p rop ria te  to  th e  fea tu re  and  sh ou ld  
no rm ally  be co n sisten t w ith  g en eric  term s a lready  used  and 
u n d ers to o d  in  the  a rea  in  w h ich  the  fea tu re  is  located .

P e rs o n a l N a m e s  (sec P o licy  III: C o m m e m o ra tiv e N a m e s ) :  A  
person al n am e p ro p o sed  fo r a  geo g rap h ic  fea tu re  w ill n o t be
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ad op ted  un less it is  de term in ed  to b e  in  th e  p u b lic  in te rest to  h o n o r 
th e  p e rso n  o r  fam ily  fo r  h is to rica l o r  co m m em ora tive  reasons. T o 
ju s tify  adop tio n  b y  th e  B o ard , the  p e rson  o r  fam ily  b e in g  h o n o red  
sh o u ld  h ave  been  d irec tly  associa ted  w ith  th e  fea tu re  be ing  nam ed  
o r  h ave  m ade a s ig n ifican t co n trib u tio n  to  the  area  o f  th e  fea tu re  o r 
th e  S tate  in  w h ich  it is located . E x perience sh ow s th a t local c itizens 
and  o th e r nam e users  o ften  resen t and  ev en  re s is t u s in g  nam es tha t 
co m m em ora te  p eo p le . O w nersh ip  o f  lan d  sh ou ld  n ev er in  its e lf  b e  
su ffic ien t g ro u n d s fo r h o n o rin g  a pe rso n  in a  geo g rap h ic  nam e. 
P ro p o sa ls  h o n o rin g  excep tional national o r  in te rna tional figures also  
w ill b e  co nsid ered .

T h e  fo llow ing  estab lished  po lic ies apply  to  a ll nam e p ro p o sa ls  in  
w h ich  a  pe rson al nam e is  used:

a . T h e  U .S . B oard  on  G eograph ic  N am es w ill no t adopt nam es 
th a t com m em ora te , o r  m ay b e  co nstru ed  to  com m em orate , 
liv in g  p e rson s.

b . A  p e rso n  (person s) m u st have been  deceased  a t least 5 years 
b e fo re  a  co m m em ora tive  proposal w ill b e  co nsid ered .

c . T h e  full nam e o f  a p e rso n  as th e  sp ec ific  p a rt o f  a  geo g rap h ic  
nam e no rm ally  is  n o t ap p rov ed . E x cep tio ns a re  occasionally  
m ade w h en  a p e rso n ’s full nam e, o r  p a rts  o f  a  full nam e, are  
sh o rt and  eu phon ious . T he B oard  recom m ends tha t a  nam e 
p ro posa l in c lu d e  a su rnam e o r  g iv en  nam e alo ne w ith  an  
ap p ro p ria te  g en eric  te rm . T h e  use  o f  a  p e rso n ’s ep ithe t, 
n icknam e, o r  ti tle  o ften  p ro v id es a  m o re  in te resting  and 
en d u rin g  nam e, w h ich  m ay a lso  be m o re  read ily  accepted  and  
u sed  by  the  p u b lic  because it is less f lau n tin g ly  com m em ora tive .

N a m e s  in  W ild e rn e ss  A re a s  (see P o licy  IV : W ild e rn e ss  A re a s ): It 
is th e  p o licy  o f  th e  U n ited  States B oard o n  G eograph ic  N am es n o t 
to  ap p ro v e  new  nam es w ith in  design ated  w ildern ess and p ro p o sed  
w ildern ess areas un less an  o v errid in g  need  ex ists , such  as fo r 
p u rposes o f  safety , ed uca tio n , o r  area  ad m in is tra tio n . T he 
ad m in is te rin g  F edera l agency w ill rev iew  new  nam e p ro p o sa ls  and  
adv ise  the  B oard  o f  its  fin d ing s re la tive  to  o v errid in g  need . F ina l 
ap prov al o r  d isap p ro v al w ill be m ade by  th e  B oard .

L a n d s  A d m in is te re d  b y  S ta te  a n d  L o c a l J u r is d ic t io n s :  I f  the 
fea tu re  lies in  lands ad m in istered  by  S tate , trib a l, o r  local 
ju r isd ic tio n s , the  nam e pro posal w ill b e  co o rd in a ted  w ith  the  
respon sib le  ju r isd ic tio n  (see P rinc ip le  IV ).

D e ro g a to ry  N a m e s  (see P o licy  V : D e ro g a to ry  N a m e s) : T h e  U .S . 
B oard  on  G eo g rap h ic  N am es w ill n o t ad op t a  nam e p ro posa l th a t 
im plies d isc rim in a tio n  o r  is show n to  b e  d e ro g a to ry  to  a  p a rticu la r 
racial o r  e th n ic  g ro u p , g ender, o r  re lig iou s g ro u p . T h is also  app lies
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to  nam es considered  obscene o r  b lasph em ou s in  a  presen t-day  
cu ltu ra l con tex t.

Procedures for 
Proposing a Name 
for an Unnamed 
Feature

A  p ro p o sed  nam e fo r  an unnam ed  fea tu re  m ust b e  ap p rov ed  by  the 
U .S . B oard  on  G eograph ic  N am es b e fo re  it can  b e  used  on  F ederal 
m aps o r  in  o th e r F ederal p u b lica tions . In  each case  a  p ro posa l 
(see A p pen d ix  C ) m ust b e  su bm itted  to  th e  B oard  in  w ritin g  a lo ng  
w ith  the  fo llow ing  in form ation :

a. F u ll fo rm  o f  th e  g eograp h ic  nam e b e in g  p ro p o sed .

b . L o ca tion  and  c lea r iden tifica tion  o f  th e  fea tu re  to  b e  nam ed .

c . R eason  fo r  nam ing  th e  feature.

d . O rig in  o r  m eaning  o f  th e  p ro posed  nam e.

e . B asis o f  kn ow ledge  tha t th e  fea tu re  is unnam ed .

I f  th e  p ro posed  nam e com m em ora tes a  p e rso n  (p e rso n s), ad d ition al 
inf< rm ation  is needed :

a. F u ll nam e o f  each person .

b . B irth  and  death  dates o f  each perso n  i f  kn ow n .

c . A  sh o rt b io g rap hy  o f  th e  pe rso n  to  b e  h o n o re d  in d ica tin g  h is  o r  
h e r  associa tion  w ith  the  fea tu re  o r  area.

A  m ap m arked  to  show  th e  exact de lin ea tio n  o f  th e  fea tu re  to  b e  
nam ed  is h e lp fu l. P referab ly  th is  sh ou ld  b e  a  F ed era l, S ta te , o r  
co un ty  to p o g rap h ic  m ap w ith  ap p rop ria te  g rid s  an d  scales fo r 
m easu ring  d istances and d e term in ing  p rec ise  loca tion s.

B oard  rev iew  o f  a  p ro posal w ill b e  ex ped ited  i f  th e  p ro p o se r 
fu rn ish es som e ev idence o f  local su ppo rt fo r  a  p ro p o sed  nam e.
S uch ev idence m ay be in  the  fo rm  of:

a . L etters from  ap prop ria te  F edera l, S ta te , tr ib a l, o r  local 
ad m in is tra tiv e  au tho rities and S tate  o r  tr ib a l g eo g rap h ic  nam es 
au tho rities .

b . P e tition s fo r the  nam e signed  by local res id en ts .

c . N ew sp aper c lip p ing s o f  artic les and  le tte rs  to  th e  ed ito r 
sh ow in g  p u b lic  aw areness and en d o rsem en t o f  th e  p ro posed  
nam e.

W ith o u t such ev idence o f  su ppo rt, final ac tio n  on  a  p ro posa l m ay 
take 3 to  6  (o r m ore) m onths because th e  B oard  w o rk s  c lo sely  w ith  
S tate  g eograp h ic  nam es au thorities o r  co m m ittees an d  w ith
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in te rested  F ed era l and  S tate agencies and  local c itizens be fo re  
d ec id in g  o n  a  nam e. A  nam e p ro posa l fo r a fea tu re  on  an 
in te rn a tio n a l b o u n d ary  m ay  req u ire  ad d ition al tim e fo r p ro cess in g  
b ecause  th e  B oard  w ill fo rw ard  the  p ro posa l to  th e  ap p ro p ria te  
fo re ig n  nam es au th o rity  fo r  its endorsem en t b e fo re  tak in g  any 
ac tion .

P ro p o sa ls  o r  in q u irie s  m ay b e  d irec ted  to :

E x ecu tiv e  Secretary
D o m estic  G eograph ic  N am es C o m m ittee
U .S . B oard  on  G eograph ic  N am es
c /o  U .S . G eolog ical Survey
5 23  N a tiona l C en ter
R esto n , V A  20 192-0523
T el: (703) 64 8-45 44
F ax : (703) 648-4165

A p p ro v ed  by : A p prov ed  by :
B o ard  o n  G eo g rap h ic  N am es Secretary  o f  th e  In te rio r
S ep tem ber 8 ,1 9 7 7  Jan uary  2 1 ,1 9 8 0



THE TREATMENT OF 
NAMES OF GEOGRAPHICAL 
FEATURES SHARED BY 
THE UNITED STATES 
AND CANADA

1. Coordination in the 
Naming of Trans- 
Boundary Features

1.1 Mutual Benefit

1.2 Different Names and 
Different Spellings

1.3 Preservation of 
Cultural Heritages and 
Histories

W H E R E A S : th e  co o rd in a tio n  in  the  n am in g  o f  geog rap h ica l en tities  
o n  o r  across th e  U n ited  S ta tes-C anada b o u n d a ry  is o f  m u tual 
b en efit to  th e  nam es au th o ritie s  in  b o th  co u n trie s , an d  to  m app in g  
an d  su rv ey in g  ag encies; and

W H E R E A S : th e  h is to ric a l d evelop m en t o f  th e  U n ited  S tates and  
C anada has resu lted  in  several d iffe ren t nam es o r  d iffe ren t sp e lling s 
o f  th e  sam e nam es fo r geograp h ica l fea tu res  a lo n g  th e ir  m utual 
b o rd e r; it  is

R ecom m ended: th a t, th e  d iffe ren t n am es, an d  d iffe ren t sp e llin g s o f  
th e  sam e nam es, b e  respec ted  by  the  a p p ro p ria te  nam es au tho rities  
in  each  co u n try , in  cases w h ere  such  va rian ces re flec t d iffe ren ces in  
th e  cu ltu ra l he ritag es and  h is to rica l p e rsp ec tiv es  o f  th e  tw o 
co u n trie s .

1.4 One Feature - 
One Name

1.5 Mutual Effort in the 
Treatment of Names

1.6 Cooperative Action

1.7 Established Name on 
One Side of the Boundary

1.8 Joint Adoption of 
Names, with Unofficial 
Use on One Side of the 
Boundary

W H E R E A S : it is  p ra c tica l, w h ere  cu ltu ra lly  accep tab le , fo r  a s in g le  
o ffic ia l nam e (sp ec ific  an d  gen eric ) to  b e  co n sid ered  fo r ad op tio n  
by  th e  U n ited  S tates and  C anad ian  nam es au th o ritie s  (sta te , federal, 
p ro v in c ia l, w h ere  ap p ro p ria te ) fo r  the  sam e e n tity ; it is

R ecom m end ed : th a t s im ila r  and  effec tive  p o lic ies  and  p ro cedu res 
fo r  han d lin g  nam es o f  tran sb o u n d ary  ph ysica l g eo grap h ica l fea tu res 
b e  estab lished  in  b o th  co u n tries; and it is

R ecom m ended: th a t, w h ere  a  nam e is p ro p o sed  fo r  an en tity  th a t is 
un nam ed  o n  b o th  sid es o f  th e  b o u n d ary , th a t nam e m u st be 
su b m itted  to  and  co n sid ered  fo r  ap p rov al by  th e  ap p ro p ria te  nam es 
au th o ritie s ; i f  loca l usage  su p p o rts  the  p ro p o sa l, o ffic ia l ad o p tio n  o f  
th e  sam e nam e m ay p ro ceed  in  b o th  co u n tries .

R ecom m ended: th a t, w h ere  a  g eograp h ica l en tity  has an  o fficial 
n am e on  on e sid e  o f  th e  b o u n d a ty  o n ly , th e  a p p ro p ria te  nam es 
au th o ritie s  in  th e  o th e r  co u n tiy  sh o u ld  co n s id e r a d o p tio n  o f  the  
sam e nam e, p ro v id ed  it is su p p o rted  b y  local u sage.

R ecom m end ed : tha t, w h ere  a  g eograp h ica l en tity  has a  nam e in 
cu rren t b u t u n o ffic ia l u se  o n  o n e  sid e  o f  th e  b o u n d a ry , the  
ap p ro p ria te  nam es au th o ritie s  in  bo th  co u n tries  sh o u ld  co n sid er 
th a t n am e fo r  ad o p tio n , a fte r local co n su lta tio n  o n  b o th  sid es o f  the  
b o u n d ary .



1.9 Multiple Names for 
a Single Feature

2. Name Changing

2.1 Name-Change Policy

3. Generic and Feature 
Class Terminology

3.1 Mutual 
Understanding

3.2 Exchange of 
Documentation on 
Terminology

3.3 Automated 
Geographical Names 
Databases

4. Implementation

4.1 Agreement on 
Principles

4.2 Agreement on 
Procedures

R ecom m ended: th a t, w h ere  a  geo g rap h ic  en tity  has a  d iffe ren t 
nam e in  cu rren t, b u t n o t ye t o ffic ia l, u se  o n  each sid e  o f  the  
b o u n d ary , an d  th e  ap p rop ria te  nam es au tho rities  a re  u n ab le  to  
ag ree  on  a  s in g le  nam e, th e  ap p ro p ria te  au th o rity  in  each  co u n tiy  
e ith e r  (a) m ay m ake its ow n nam e o ffic ia l, o r  (b) m ay dec id e  no t to  
m ake any  nam e offic ia l a t tha t tim e.

W H E R E A S : i t  is h ig h ly  desirab le  to  re ta in  estab lished  o fficial 
nam es; it is

R ecom m ended: th a t, fo r pu rp o se  o f  co n fo rm ance  to  s tro n g  local 
usage  o r  c itizen  p re feren ce, o r  on  specia l req u est w ith  stro n g  
sp ec ific  reasons , o r  m utual s tandard iza tion , w ith  local ag reem en t a 
ch ange o f  an  o ffic ia l nam e m ay be co nsid ered  by  the  ap p ro p ria te  
nam es au th o ritie s  in  bo th  coun tries.

W H E R E A S : i t  is desirab le  fo r the  m u tual u n d ers tan d in g  o f  
geograp h ica l te rm ino logy  in  u se  in  each co u n try , and  fo r  the 
fac ilita tio n  o f  in fo rm ation  exchange, to  id en tify  c lasses o f  nam ed  
fea tu res , and  to  have availab le d o cum en ta tion  ex p la in ing  generic  
te rm s and fea tu re  classes; it is

R ecom m ended: th a t the  ap p rop ria te  nam es au tho rities  in  each 
co u n try  p re p a re  and ex change d o cum en ta tion  o n  term in o lo g y  and 
gen eric  te rm s used  in  th e ir  geograph ica l nam es; and it is

R ecom m ended: th a t au tom ated  geograp h ica l nam es da tabases 
develop ed  b y  nam es au tho rities in each  co u n try  inc lude  ap p ro p ria te  
in fo rm a tio n  o n  g en eric  term s and  fea tu re  c lasses, fo r  the  p u rp o se  o f  
d a ta  exchange.

W H E R E A S : rep resen ta tiv es from  th e  U n ited  S tates and C anad ian  
nam es au th o rities  h ave  reached ag reem ent o n  a n u m b er o f  
p rin c ip les  fo r  h an d ’ Jig bo und ary  nam e p ro b lem s; and

W H E R E A S : p ro cedu res as set ou t in  A p pen d ix  A  (no t in c luded  in 
th is pu b lica tio n ) are  requ ired  to  im plem ent the  p rin c ip le s , it  is
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4.3 Adoption R ecom m ended: th a t ac tions b e  u n d ertak en  to  c a n y  o u t the  
recom m end ation s.

A p p ro v ed  by:
U .S . B oard  on  G eo g rap h ic  N am es 
A u g u st 3 0 ,1 9 8 9

A p p ro v ed  by:
U .S . S ecretary  o f  th e  In te rio r 
N o v em b er 1 0 ,1 9 8 9

A p p ro v ed  by : 
C anad ian  P e n n an en t 

C o m m ittee  on  
G eograph ica l N am es 

A u gust 1 1 ,1 9 8 9
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WATER RIGHTS 
NAMES

Guidelines

Procedures

ALPHABETIZING 
AND SEQUENCING 
RULES FOR 
GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

Name Format

In  m ost W estern  S tates, th e  use  o f  w a te r is based  on  th e  law  o f  
a p p ro p ria tio n . T h e  essence is that a  w a ter r ig h t is acq u ired  by  
d iv ertin g  w ater fro m  a  na tu ra l so u rce  and ap p ly in g  it to  beneficial 
use. In  an  attem pt to  p ro v id e  a  co ord in ated  and in tegrated  
se lec tion  o f  rig h ts  to  a com m on d ra inag e system , the  S tates have 
en acted  sta tu to ry  ad jud ication  p ro cedu res. T h e  nam es used  fo r 
s tream s, d itches , canals, and  reservo irs  in ad jud icated  w a ter rig h ts 
reco rd s assum e certa in  legal sta tus. G enera lly , no  ru les  app ly  to  th e  
cho ice  o f  nam es used  fo r  fea tu re  re fe rence  in  th e  records and , fo r 
th is  reason , som e o f  th e  nam es are  in  co n flic t w ith  B oard o n  
G eograph ic  N am es p rin c ip les  and po lic ies .

T h e  p rin c ip les  and  po lic ies o f  th e  B oard  o n  G eograph ic  N am es 
app ly  to  ad jud icated  w a te r rig h ts  nam es. T h ese  nam es m u st b e  
ap p rov ed  by  the  B oard  b efo re  they  are  used  o n  F ederal m aps and 
in  o th e r F ederal pu b lica tions . T he B oard  no rm ally  w ill ap p rov e  
ad jud icated  w ater rig h ts  nam es tha t c lea rly  a re  no t in  co n flic t w ith  
its  p rinc ip les  and  po lic ies . F o r exam ple , a com m em ora tive  nam e 
w ill n o t b e  co nsid ered  fo r  approval un less th e  p e rso n  o r  pe rso n s fo r 
w h o m  th e  fea tu re  is nam ed have been  deceased  5 years , o r  i f  the 
p e rson al nam e already  is u sed  in  an o th e r nearby  o r  rela ted  fea tu re  
n am e tha t is considered  o ffic ia l. W a ter rig h ts  nam es that co nflic t 
w ith  c learly  estab lished  local usage w ill n o t b e  approved .

T h e  o ffic ia l refe rence fo r  geograp h ic  nam es and th e ir  ap p lica tion  is 
th e  G eograph ic  N am es In fo rm ation  System  (G N IS ). N am es n o t in  
G N IS  m u st b e  approved  by  th e  B oard b efo re  they  can b e  u sed  in  a 
F ederal pub lica tion .

T h e  fo llow ing  ru les are  fo r a lp habetiz ing  and  nu m erical o rd e rin g  o f  
g eograp h ic  nam es in  Federal files, lis tings , and  gazetteers. T hese 
ru les a re  no t fo r th e  selection , ap p lication , o r  fo rm atting  o f  any 
p a rticu la r g eograp h ic  nam e.

B efore geograp h ic  nam es can be pu t in to  a lp habe tical/n um erical 
o rd e r, they  m u st b e  arranged  in  da ta  en try  form at. T he m ajo rity  o f  
g eograp h ic  nam es in  w h ich  the  specific  te rm  is fo llow ed  by  the  
g en eric  te rm  are  a lready  in  d a ta  en try  fo rm at.

E xam ples: R ed R iver
B ig R o ck  H o llow

1. N am es o f  physical features in  w h ich  a  g en eric  te rm  precedes 
the  sp ec ific  term , ho w ev er, are lis ted  w ith  th e  specific  te rm  
firs t, fo llow ed  by  a  com m a, and th en  the  generic  te rm  and any 
associated  p rep o s itio n  a n d /o r  article .

E xam ples: A dam s, M ount
A nn, L ake 
W oods, L ake o f  the 
N evada , S ierra
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2 . N am es o f  po p u la ted  p laces, ad m in is tra tiv e  a reas, and o th er 
c u ltu ra l fea tu res are  a lw ays lis ted  in  read in g  o rd e r.

Alphabetizing Rules

E x am p les: L ak e  P lacid
M o u n t C alvary

3 . In  nam es o f  do m estic  ph ysical fea tu res , b o th  E n g lish  and  no n- 
E n g lish  in itia l de fin ite  artic les are  rev ersed .

E x am p les: C ap itan , El 
D ra in , T he 
M esa , L a  
T h o ro u g h fa re , T he

4 . N am es co n ta in in g  A rab ic  nu m era ls a re  n o t a lw ays spelled  o u t,
and w h en  n o t, any  in itia l g en eric  term s a re  left in  read ing
o rd e r.

E xam ples: C am p 22
C anal 14 
D itch  23
S chool N u m b er 14 
T o w n sh ip  33

1. Spaces, h y p h en s , p e rio d s , apostro phes , d iacritica l m arks, 
p a ren th eses, b racke ted  lab e ls, and u n d e rlin in g  are  all 
d isreg a rd ed .

2 . U p percase  an d  low ercase  letters are  trea ted  a like.

3 . R o m an  n u m era ls  are  letters o f  the  a lphabet and are  trea ted  as
such .

4 .  N am es co n ta in in g  b o th  le tters and  A rab ic  n u m era ls  a re  trea ted  
as fo llow s:

a . W h ere  th e  n u m era ls  are  in  in itia l p o s itio n  w ith in  a  nam e, 
th e  seq uen cing  is accom plished  acco rd in g  to  the  num erical 
o rd e r  o f  th e  n u m b er afte r the  a lp habe tical seq uen cing  o f  
o th e r  nam es.

A
B
C

Z
1 B ranch
2  C reek

-36-



23 R iv er 
2 2 0  T o w n

Sequencing Rules

b. I f  a  g en eric  te rm  p recedes a  num era l w ith in  a  nam e, the  
seq uen cing  is  accom plished  acco rd in g  to  th e  o rd e r  o f  the  
le tte rs  in  th e  g en eric  te rm  and  then  acco rd in g  to  the  
n u m erica l o rd e r o f  the  nu m b er a fte r  th e  a lphabetical 
seq uen cing  o f  o th e r  nam es.

C am p O rinoco  
C am p T w enty  
C am p Y ahoo 
C am p 22 
C am p 44

1. G eograph ic  nam es are  sequenced by  th e  alphabetical o rd e r  o f  
th e  le tte rs  w h ich  o ccu r up  to  a  com m a, i f  p re sen t, o r  to  the  en d  
o f  th e  nam e, i f  a  co m m a is no t p re sen t.

2 . N am es w ith  th e  sam e o rd e r o f  le tte rs  up  to  a  co m m a are 
sequenced b y  th e  alphabetical o rd e r  o f  the  le tte rs fo llo w in g  the  
com m a.

3 . N am es w ith  th e  sam e o rd e r  o f  le tte rs th ro u g h o u t the  nam e are  
sequenced  b y  th e  n ex t su bord ina te  level c iv il d iv is io n .

4 .  N am es w ith  th e  sam e o rd e r o f  le tte rs  th ro u g h o u t the  nam e and
n ex t su b o rd in a te  level c iv il d iv is io n  are  sequenced  by  the
num erical o rd e r  o f  th e  fea tu re ’s la titude  fro m  low est to  h ig h es t.

5 . N am es w ith  th e  sam e o rd e r  o f  le tte rs th ro u g h o u t the  nam e and
w ith  th e  sam e n ex t su b o rd in a te  level c iv il d iv is io n  and th e  sam e 
la titu d e  a re  sequenced  by  th e  n u m erical o rd e r  o f  th e  fe a tu re ’s 
lo n g itu d e  fro m  low est to  h ig hest.
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Chapter 5

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES

W R IT IN G  M A R K S  W ritin g  m arks such  as hy phen s and  ap o stro p h es a re  o ccasio n ally
used  in  d o m estic  g eo g rap h ic  nam es. U sage v a ries  an d  care  sh o u ld  
b e  tak en  to  u se  the  standard  fo rm  fo r  a  p a rtic u la r  fea tu re  nam e. 
H y p h en s are  so m etim es used  in  nam es co n sistin g  o f  a  p h rase  
(H o le -in -th e -W all, G o -to -it C reek) and  in  nam es h av in g  a d u a l-fo rm  
sp ecific  (C la rk -M alla rd  D itch , A lm a-C assv ille  T ra il) . H y p h en s  a re  
g en era lly  n o t to  b e  u sed  to  separate  sy llab les  in  N a tiv e  A m erican  
n am es.

A p o stro p h es su ggesting  po ssession  o r  asso c ia tio n  a re  n o t to  b e  u sed  
w ith in  the  bo d y  o f  a p ro p e r  geo g rap h ic  n am e (H en ry s F o rk : n o t 
H e n ry ’s F o rk ) . T h e  w o rd  o r  w o rds tha t fo rm  a  g eo g rap h ic  nam e 
ch ange  th e ir  co n n o ta tiv c  fun ctio n  an d  to g e th e r b eco m e a  s in g le  
d en o ta tiv e  u n it. T hey  ch ange  fro m  w o rd s h av in g  sp ec ific  d ic tio n a ry  
m ean in g  to  fixed  labels u sed  to  re fe r to  g e o g rap h ic  en titie s . T h e  
n eed  to  im ply  p o ssessio n  o r  assoc ia tion  no  lo n g e r e x is ts . T h u s , w e  
w rite  "Jam estow n" ins tead  o f  "Jam es’ to w n " o r  ev en  "R ichardso ns 
C reek " in stead  o f  "R ich a rd ’s so n ’s c re ek ."  T h e  w h o le  nam e can  b e  
m ade po ssessive  o r  assoc ia tive  w ith  an  ap o stro p h e  at th e  end  as in  
"R ogers P o in t’s rocky  sh o re ."  A p ostrophes m ay b e  u sed  w ith in  the  
b o d y  o f  a  geo g rap h ic  nam e to  den o te  a m issin g  le tte r  (L ak e  O ’ the  
W o ods) o r  w h en  they  no rm ally  ex ist in  a  su rnam e u sed  as p a rt o f  a  
g eo g rap h ic  nam e (O ’M alley  H o llo w ).

A B B R E V IA T IO N S  A N D  N am es o f  S tates can  b e  ab b rev ia ted  o r  coded  acco rd in g  to
N U M B E R  N A M E S  G o v ern m en t P rin tin g  O ffice  stan d ard s. O th e r g e o g rap h ic  nam es

are  n o t ab b rev ia ted  in  sen tence co n tex t ex cep t th a t "M oun t" and  
"S ain t(e)" m ay b e  ab b rev ia ted  as "M t."a n d  " S t(e ) .n O n  m aps and 
o th e r  illu s tra tio n s , th e  g en eric  p a rt o f  a  nam e an d  also  a  few  
m o d ifie rs  m ay b e  ab b rev ia ted  ( " M id d le ," " N o r th ," " S o u th ," " E a s t ,"  
" W e s t," " L e f t ," " R ig h t," " S a in t ," o r  " S a in te " ) ,b u t i f  space is av a ilab le , 
i t  is p re fe rab le  to  spell them  co m ple te ly .

E x cep t in  a  few  cases ap p rov ed  by  th e  U .S . B o ard  o n  G eo g rap h ic  
N am es, nu m bers in  nam es sh ou ld  b e  sp elled . A rab ic  n u m era ls  are  
n u m b er sy m bo ls , n o t w o rd s.

Fortynine and One Half Creek
Fourmile Run
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CAPITALIZATION OF 
GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

W ith  som e excep tio ns ap prov ed  by  the  U .S . B oard  o n  G eo g rap h ic  
N am es, m o st w o rd s co nsid ered  p a rt o f  a  p ro p e r  geo g rap h ic  nam e 
cap ita lized , in c lud in g  all ad jectives, com m on n o u n s , and  the  d e fin ite  
artic le .

Adams Apple 
Alva B. Adams Tunnel 
Big Hill 
Big Hole Basin 
Cuchilla Buena Vista 
Dark Hollow Brook 
Farm River Gut 
Lac Amois

Little Captain Island 
Los Canos
Old Fundamental Church 
Pee Dee Ditch 
The Crooked Esses 
The Hogback 
Upper Sulphur Creek 
West Side Pond

E x cep tio ns to  the  ru le  o f  cap ita liza tion  inc lude a rtic les  and 
p re p o s itio n s  w ith in  m u ltip le -w o rd  nam es.

Alto de la Cruz 
Canada de Ojo del Agua 
Fond du Lac 
Gap in Knob 
Lake o f the Ozarks

Posta de Roque 
Red River o f the North 
Rock o f Ages 
Scarce o f Fat Ridge 
Spread Eagle Chain o f Lakes

A s n o ted  ea rlie r , w h en  the  generic  p a rt o f  a  nam e is pu rp o se ly  
om itted , as in  "the P o to m ac ,"  " th e M o ja v e ," a n d  "the A tlan tic ,"  th e  
de fin ite  a rtic le  p reced in g  th e  specific  nam e is n o t cap ita lized . 
P ro p e r nam es o f  geograp h ica l en tities  such as reg io n s , p o litica l 
d iv isio n s, p o pu la ted  p laces, localities , and physical fea tu res are  
cap ita lized  in  bo th  th e  sin g u la r and p lu ra l.

Allegheny Front 
Andromeda Cone 
Atlantic Coastal Plain 
Bighorn Basin 
Blue Ridge 
Brady Soil 
Canal Zone 
Central States 
Catahoula Parish 
Colorado Plateau 
Colville Guide Meridian 
Continental Divide 
Dennison Township 
Driftless Area 
Eastern Shore 
Fall Line 
Fall 7x>ne 
Far East (Asia)
Front Range 
Great Lakes 
Gulf Coast

Half Dome
High Plains
Isle o f Pines
Lower Town Landing
Middle Atlantic States
Monarch Geyser
Mount Rainier
Niagara Falls
North Atlantic States
North Slope
Pacific Coast States
Pine Ridge Reservation
Potomac and James Rivers
St. Stephens Base Line
Second Principal Meridian
Skyline Drive
The Chute
The South
Tidal Basin
Upper Peninsula
Washington Metropolitan Area
West Coast
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Q u alify in g  w o rd s  u sed  in  a  general sense fo r  p a rts  o f  n am ed  areas 
a re  n o t cap ita lized . C are  sh ou ld  b e  taken  to  p rev en t 
m isu n d erstan d in g ; fo r  ex am ple , "w estern  V irg in ia"  o r  "the  w estern  
p a rt o f  V irg in ia"  is p re fe rab le  to  "w est V irg in ia ." In  b o rd e rlin e  
cases, h o w ev er, local res id en ts  an d  new s m ed ia  m ay co n sisten tly  u se  
a  qu a lify in g  w o rd  to  m o d ify  th e  m ean ing  o f  an  ex isting  g eograp h ic  
n am e in  o rd e r  to  re fe r to  a  p a rt o f  a  S ta te  o r  o th e r  area . T h e  
m o d ify in g  w o rd  then  m ay becom e p a r t o f  th e  p ro p e r  nam e, to  be 
u n ifo rm ly  cap ita lized  w ith  th e  rem ain d er o f  th e  nam e.

East Tennessee Northern Virginia
Greater New York (city) South Pacific (Ocean)
New England Upstate New York
North Atlantic (Ocean) Southern California



APPENDIX A.--Pubiic Law 242

[P u b lic  Law  24 2--8 0 th  C ongress]
[C hap te r 3 3 0 —1st Session]

[S . 1262]

A N  A C T

To provide a central authority for standardizing geographic names for the purpose of eliminating duplication in 
standardizing names among the Federal departments, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives o f the United States o f America in 
Congress assembled, T h a t th e  Secretary  o f  th e  In te rio r, h e re in afte r ca lled  th e  Secretary , co n jo in tly  
w ith  the  B oard  o n  G eo g rap h ic  N am es, as h e re in a fte r p ro v id ed , shall p ro v id e  fo r  u n ifo rm ity  in  
g eo g rap h ic  no m en c la tu re  and  o rth o g rap h y  th ro u g h o u t the  Federal G o vern m en t. T h e  S ecretary  m ay 
ex erc ise  h is  fun c tio ns th ro u g h  such  o ffic ia ls  as h e  m ay designate , ex cep t tha t such  au tho rity  as 
re la tes to the  final ap p rov al o r  rev iew  o f  actions o f  the  B oard on  G eograph ic  N am es shall be 
ex erc ised  by  h im , o r  h is  U n d e r o r  A ssistan t S ecretaries.

sec . 2 . T h ere  is h e reb y  estab lished  a  B oard  on  G eograph ic  N am es, h e re in afte r called  the B oard . 
T h e  m em bersh ip  o f  th e  B oard  shall inc lude o n e  rep resen ta tiv e  fro m  each o f  th e  D epartm ents o f  
S tate , W ar, N avy , P o st O ffice , In te rio r, A g ricu ltu re , and C om m erce, and fro m  the  G o vern m en t 
P rin tin g  O ffice , and  th e  L ib ra ry  o f  C o ngress. T h e  B oard  m ay also inc lude  rep resen ta tiv es fro m  such 
F edera l agencies as th e  S ecre ta ry , up o n  recom m end ation  o f  the B oard , shall fro m  tim e to  tim e find 
d esirab le , even  th o u g h  these  ag encies are  in  th e  departm ents o th erw ise  rep resen ted  on  the  B oard . 
T h e  m em bers o f  th e  B oard  shall b e  ap po in ted  by  the  respective  heads o f  the  departm ents o r 
ind epen den t agencies tha t they  rep resen t. E ach  m em ber shall be appo in ted  fo r a  tw o -y ea r te rm  bu t 
m ay b e  reap p o in ted  to  su ccess ive  te rm s. T he m em bers o f  the  B oard shall se rve  w ith o u t add itional 
co m pen sa tio n . T h e  B oard  shall n o m ina te  a C h airm an  to b e  appo in ted  by  th e  S ecretary , and shall 
estab lish  such w o rk in g  co m m ittees as arc  fou nd  desirab le .

sec . 3 . T h e  B o ard , su b jec t to  the  ap p rov al o f  th e  S ecretary , shall fo rm ula te  p rinc ip les , po lic ies , 
an d  p ro ced u res to  b e  fo llo w ed  w ith  re fe rence  to  bo th  dom estic  and fo reign  geo g rap h ic  nam es; and 
sh a ll dec ide  th e  s tan d ard  nam es and th e ir  o rth o g rap h y  fo r o fficial use. T h e  p rin c ip les , p o lic ies , and 
p ro ced u res fo rm ula ted  h e reu n d er shall b e  design ed  to  serve  the  in terests o f  the  Federal 
G o vern m en t and  th e  g en era l p u b lic  to  en list th e  effective  co opera tion  o f  th e  Federal departm ents 
an d  ag encies m o st co n cern ed , and  to  g iv e  full co nsid era tio n  to  the sp ec ific  in terests o f  p a rticu la r 
F ederal and S ta te  ag encies . A c tion  m ay b e  tak en  by  the  Secretary  in  any m atte r w h ere in  the B oard 
d e e s  no t act w ith in  a  reasonab le  tim e. T h e  B oard m ay m ake such recom m endations to  the  
S ecretary  as it fin ds ap p ro p ria te  in  co nnec tion  w ith  th is  A ct.

sec. 4 . T h e  S ecre ta ry  shall cause  such  stud ies and  inv estigations to  b e  m ade and such  records 
to  b e  k ep t as m ay  b e  necessary  o r  desirab le  in  carry ing  ou t the p u rposes o f  th is A c t, and h e  shall 
p ro v id e  a  p lace  o f  m eeting  and s ta ff  assistan ce to  the  B oard . T he s ta ff  shall be respon sib le  to  the 
S ecre tary , w ho  sh a ll p re sc rib e  its  re la tio n s to  the  B oard and th e  com m ittees o f  the  B oard . T he 
S ecretary  m ay estab lish  fro m  tim e to  tim e, up on  recom m endation  o f  th e  B oard , adv iso ry  com m ittees 
o f  U n ited  S tates c itizen s  w h o  a rc  recogn ized  ex perts in  th e ir  respective  fields to  assist in  th e  so lu tio n  
o f  special p ro b lem s a ris in g  u n d e r th is  A ct.

sec . 5 . F o r  th e  g u id an ce  o f  th e  F edera l G o vern m en t, the  Secretary shall p ro m u lgate  in  the nam e 
o f  the  B oard , fro m  tim e  to  tim e and  in  su ch  fo rm  as w ill carry  o u t the pu rposes o f  th is  A ct, 
d ec isio ns w ith  resp ec t to  geo g rap h ic  nam es and  princip les o f  geo g rap h ic  n o m en clatu re  and 
o rth o g rap h y . T h e  S ecretary  shall a lso  fu rn ish  such  additional in fo rm ation  w ith  respect to  g eograp h ic  
nam es as w ill ass is t in  ca rry in g  o u t th e  p u rp o ses  o f  th is A ct.
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sec . 6 . W ith  resp ec t to  g eo g rap h ic  nam es th e  p e rtin en t decisio ns and p rin c ip les  issued  by  the  
S ecre ta ry  shall b e  s tan d ard  fo r a ll m ateria l p u b lish ed  by  th e  F ederal G o vern m en t. T h e  U n ited  
S tates B o ard  o n  G eo g rap h ic  N am es in  th e  D ep artm en t o f  the  In te rio r c rea ted  by  E x ecu tiv e  o rd e r, 
is h e reb y  ab o lish ed , an d  th e  du ties  o f  said  B oard  are  tran sferred  to  th e  B oard  h e re in  c rea ted , and  
all d ep artm en ts , b u reau s , and  ag encies o f  th e  F ederal G o vern m en t shall re fe r all g eo g rap h ic  nam es 
and p ro b lem s to  th e  sa id  B oard  fo r th e  p u rp o se  o f  e lim ina ting  d u p lica tio n  o f  w o rk , p e rso n n e l, and 
au th o rity .

sec . 7 . N o th in g  in  th is  A c t shall be co n stru ed  as ap p ly in g  to  th e  n am ing  o f  th e  o ffices o r  
estab lish m en ts  o f  any  F ed era l agency .

sec . 8 . T h ere  are  h e reb y  au tho rized  to  b e  ap p ro p ria ted  su ch  sum s as m ay be necessary  to  carry  
o u t th e  p u rp o ses  o f  th is  A ct.

A p p ro v ed  Ju ly  2 5 ,1 9 4 7 .
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APPENDIX B.—Terms and Definitions

D ecisio n
R esu lt o f  an  ac t b y  m eans o f  w h ich  a  d o m estic  geograph ic  nam e in  co n tro v ersy  reg a rd in g  its 
fo rm  o r  ap p lica tio n  is m ade o ffic ia l by  the  B oard  on  G eograph ic  N am es o r  its D o m estic  
N am es C o m m ittee  a fte r  rev iew  o f  case in fo rm ation  developed  by  in d ep th  s ta ff  inv estig a tio n  o f  
th e  nam e a n d /o r  its ap p lication .

D ecisio n  D escrip tio n
P ub lished  in fo rm a tio n  g iv en  fo r  each d o m estic  geograp h ic  nam e decisio n  th a t describes the  
n a tu re  and  lo c a tio n  o f  th e  nam ed  geo g rap h ic  en tity , and in  so m e cases, th e  o rig in  o r  m ean in g  
o f  th e  nam e.

D o m estic  G eo g rap h ic  N am e 
T h e  p ro p e r  n am e o f  a  geo g rap h ic  en tity  in  th e  U nited  S tates, its te rr ito rie s , and ou tly in g  
areas.

G eograph ic  N am e
A  nam e ap p lied  to  a  geo g rap h ic  fea tu re . It is th e  p ro p er nam e, specific  te rm , o r  ex p ress io n  
by  w h ich  a  p a rtic u la r  geo g rap h ic  en tity  is, o r  w as, kn ow n . A  geo g rap h ic  en tity  is any re la tiv e ly  
pe rm an en t p a rt o f  th e  na tu ra l o r  m anm ade landscape o r  seascape that has recogn izab le  
iden tity  w ith in  a  p a rtic u la r cu ltu ra l co n tex t. A  g eograp h ic  nam e, th en , m ay re fe r to  any  p lace , 
fea tu re , o r  a rea  on  th e  e a r th ’s su rface , o r  to  a  rela ted  g ro u p  o f  s im ila r p laces, fea tu res , o r  
areas.

G uideline(s)
In fo rm ation  p ro v id ed  to  assist in  un d ers tan d in g  a p rin c ip le , po licy , o r  p ro ced u re .

O ffic ia l N am e
A  geo g rap h ic  nam e , and its w ritten  fo rm  and ap p lica tion , approved  o r  recogn ized  as o ffic ia l 
b y  the  B oard  fo r  u se  th ro u g h o u t the  Federal G overnm en t. A n  offic ia l nam e is estab lished  
c ith e r b y  p o licy  o r  d ec isio n  o f  the  B oard on  G eograph ic  N am es.

Placenam e 
Sam e as G eo g rap h ic  N am e.

P o licy
A  sta tem en t o f  reg u la tio n (s ) re la ting  to  p a rticu la r toponym ic c ircum stances; u sed  to  g u id e  and 
d e term in e  p re sen t and  fu tu re  decisio ns.

P rin c ip le
A  fundam enta l d o c trin e  th a t app lies to  all to p o n y m ic  cond itio ns that fall u n d e r its p u rv iew ; 
u sed  to  g u id e  and  d e te rm in e  p re sen t and  fu tu re  decisions.

P roced ure(s)
A  set o f  in s tru c tio n s  ou tlin in g  steps to  accom plish  a  p a rticu la r goal such as su b m ittin g  nam e 
p ro p o sa ls  to  th e  B oard  o n  G eograph ic  N am es o r  th e  app lication  o f  g eograp h ic  nam es to  
F ederal m aps, ch a rts , and o th e r pu b lica tions .
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APPENDIX B.--Terms and Definitions-- 
continued

R ev ised  D ecisio n
R esu lt o f  an  ac tio n  o f  th e  B oard  o n  G eo g rap h ic  N am es o r  its D o m estic  N am es C o m m ittee  to  
rev ise  the  se lec tio n , fo rm , o r  sp e lling  o f  a  fo rm er decision .

R ev ised  D escrip tio n
R esu lt o f  an  ac tio n  o f  th e  B oard  o n  G eo g rap h ic  N am es o r  its D o m estic  N am es C o m m ittee  to  
rev ise  th e  se lec tio n , fo rm , o r  sp e llin g  o f  a  fo rm er decision .

S ta tu to ry  N am e
A  nam e m ade o ffic ia l b y  an  act o f  th e  U n ited  S tates C o ngress.

T o p o n y m y  (T o pon ym ic)
T h e  s tu dy  o f  o r  a  re fe ren ce  to  g eo g rap h ic  nam es.

U n offic ia l N am e
A  g eo g rap h ic  n am e n o t fo rm ally  recogn ized  as o ffic ia l by  the  B oard o n  G eo g rap h ic  N am es. 

V acated  D ecisio n
R esu lt o f  an  ac tio n  o f  th e  B oard  o n  G eo g rap h ic  N am es o r  the  D o m estic  N am es C o m m ittee  
to  fo rm ally  annu l a  fo rm er dec isio n , such  as w h en  th e  nam ed fea tu re  no  lo n g e r ex ists o r  w hen 
it can no t b e  iden tified .

V a rian t N am e
A  nam e o r  sp e llin g , on ce  o r  cu rren tly  u sed  to  re fe r to  a p a rticu la r g e o g rap h ic  en tity , o th e r 
th an  th e  o fficial nam e.
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APPENDIX C.

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey Domestic Geographic 

Name Report
1. Use this form to recommend a feature 
name or to suggest a name change.

2. For features on Federal lands, coordi­
nate requests with the agency (U.S. 
Forest Service, National Park Service, 
Bureau of Land Management, etc.) for 
the administrative area in which the fea­
ture is located.

3. On the reverse side of this form give 
information on the local usage and 
authority for recommended name.

4. For more information about the 
Geographic Names Information System 
or the National Gazetteer program, con­
tact the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names at 703-648-4544.

5. Return this form to:

Executive Secretary for Domestic 
Geographic Names 

U.S. Geological Survey 
523 National Center 
Reston, VA 20192

Action Requested: Recommended Name

□  Proposed New Name
State

□  Application Change

□  Name Change
County or Equivalent

□  Other
Administrative Area

Specific Area Covered:

Latitude:____0 ____' ___ " N S

Latitude:__0 _____ ’ ___ " N S

Section(s)  Township(s)___

Longitude:. 

Longitude:.

 ; ___ " WE □  Mouth End Center

 WE □  Heading End

Range(s)_______ Meridian________  Elevation. . ft./m.

Type of Feature (stream, mountain, populated place, etc.):_________________________________

Is the feature identified (including other names) in the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)? 
□  Yes □  No □  Unknown If yes, please indicate how it is listed:________________

Description of Feature (physical shape, length, width, direction of flow, etc.):

Maps and Other Sources Using Recom­
mended Name (include scale and date) Other Names (variants)

Maps and Other Sources Using Other 
Names or Applications (include scale and date)

Name Information (such as origin, meaning of the recommended name, historical significance, biographical data (if commemora­
tive), nature of usage or application, or any other pertinent information):

Is the recommended name in local usage? □  Yes □  No If yes, for approximately how many years?_
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Is thore local opposition to, or conflict, with the recommended name? Yes LJ No (If yes, explain)

For proposed new name, please provide evidence that feature is unnamed:

Additional information:

Copy Submitted By (name): Title Telephone (day) Date

1
Company or Agency Address (City, State, and ZIP Code)

•
Copy Prepared By (if other than above): Title

j

Phone (day) Date

Company or Agency Address (City, State, and ZIP Code)

Authority for Recommended Name Mailing Address and Telephone Occupation Years In Area



APPENDIX D.-Foreign Geographic Names

FOREIGN NAMES 
COMMITTEE

DIACRITICAL MARKS

CONVENTIONAL
NAMES

FOREIGN 
GAZETTEERS 
AND OTHER 
PUBLICATIONS

Foreign names are processed by the Foreign Names Committee 
o f  the U .S . Board on Geographic Names, which is supported by an 
Executive Secretary and staff furnished by the National Imagery and 
Mapping Agency, U .S . Department o f  Defense. The basic policy  
for determining standard names in foreign countries that use the 
Roman alphabet is to accept as official the written forms o f  names 
recognized locally. Names in countries that do not use the Roman 
alphabet are converted (romanized) according to systems approved 
by the Board. The Board cooperates wherever possible with foreign 
governments to standardize foreign names for official U .S. 
purposes.

Diacritical marks and special characters are essential to the spelling  
o f  foreign names. These characters, such as the tilde (canon), 
dieresis or umlaut (K orce, Ntimberg), barred o (Roros), macron 
(Kydsha), cedilla (la^i), right hook (D^browa G om icza), grave 
(A sniercs), acute (Orle'ans), circumflex (N im es), superior dot 
(Skantysko-Kamienna), and others, should be used as specified by 
the Board on Geographic Names.

For names o f  foreign countries, for features common to two or 
more countries having different languages, and for a few populated 
areas and natural features in foreign countries, the Board has also 
approved optional use o f  names that arc traditional (conventional) 
with English- speaking nations, for example, "Italy(Italia)," "Munich 
(M unchen)," "Jordan River (Mahr al Urdunn)," "Pyrenees (Pirineos, 
Pyrcndes)."

The official standard forms o f  foreign names have been published 
by the Board in more than 150 gazetteers. Copies are on file at the 
Geological Survey libraries in Reston, Virginia; Denver, Colorado; 
and M enlo Park, California, and also in more than 600 Federal,
State, university, and local libraries. These gazetteers as well as 
other publications, including a "Romanization Systems and Roman- 
Script Spelling Conventions," may be purchased from USGS 
Information Services, Box 25286, Denver, CO 80225.



APPENDIX E.:— International Standardization

HISTORY OF
INTERNATIONAL
STANDARDIZATION

UNITED NATIONS 
EFFORTS

PAN AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF 
GEOGRAPHY AND 
HISTORY (PAIGH)

Expansion o f  international activities in the 19th century was 
accompanied by a growing realization that various forms o f  
communication and documentation relied on standard geographic 
references for accuracy. Geographic names had to be continually 
printed, copied, telegraphed, and written on maps and charts. 
Languages o f  the world, however, are recorded in different scripts. 
The number o f  speech sounds, and the number o f  ways o f  uttering 
and modifying them, is so large that no language contains them all, 
no person can use them all, and no traditional system o f  writing can 
represent them all.

The First International Geographical Congress held in Antwerp in 
1871 was the springboard for an effort to achieve worldwide 
uniformity in geographic names. This was followed in 1875 by the 
Universal Postal Union’s decision to adopt the Roman alphabet for 
writing post office names. In 1909, the International Map 
Committee set the standard for name usage to be applied on the 
International Map o f  the World series.

Current efforts to standardize geographic names for international 
use are mainly associated with the work o f  the United Nations.
That organization was, and is, considered by most to be the logical 
place to coordinate and encourage international name 
standardization. In 1958, the Economic and Social Council o f  the 
United Nations passed a resolution requesting the Secretary 
General to draft a plan for achieving international uniformity.
United Nations activities include sponsoring conferences and 
sessions o f  a group o f  experts in the interest o f  developing guiding 
principles for attaining uniformity in the name processing 
procedures and in the promotion o f  national standardization by all 
countries.

The Board sponsors a yearly, 2-week course in applied toponomy 
offered under the auspices o f  the Pan American Institute o f  
Geography and History whose aims, among others, are to 
encourage, promote, and disseminate scientific studies o f  interest to 
the Americas in the disciplines o f  cartography, geophysics, 
geography, and history. This course provides a basis for the 
implementation by participating nations o f  programs for national 
standardization o f  geographic names, and includes instruction 
modules for fieldwork and automated data processing.
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IN D EX

Abbreviations 38
Accent marks (see Diacritical marks)
Act o f  Congress (see Statutory name) 
Addresses 

GNIS Manager 4 
Executive Secretary for 

Dom estic Names 6 
Administrative areas 1 0 ,2 9  
Agriculture, Department o f  ii, 2 ,6  
Alphabetizing 35-37  
Alternate names (see 

Variant names)
Antarctic feature names 2 
Apostrophes 38
Application, name 1 1 ,2 3 ,2 7 ,3 0  
Appropriateness, name 23 
Approval process (see 

Research procedures)
Area names 40
Automated data processing 4 ,2 6

Base scries maps 4-6  
Board on Geographic Names, 

history iii, iv , 1 ,4 1  
Board on Geographic Names, 

organization ii, 2 ,4 1

Capitalization 39  
Case research procedures 

(see Research procedures)
Changing names 1 4 ,1 9 ,2 0 ,2 6  
Commemorative names 1 6 ,2 2 -2 3 ,2 8 -2 9 ,3 8  
Commerce, Department o f  ii, 2  
Compass direction modifiers 

in names 38 
Conflicts, name 1 ,2 6  
Congressional naming (see  

Statutory naming; Statutory 
name, definition)

Conventional foreign names 47

Dam  names 22-23  
D ecision(s), BGN 7 -8 ,2 6 ,4 3 -4 7  
D ecision description 4 3 ,4 4

Decision factors 7-9  
Decision, former (see Vacated 
decision)
Decision lists 8 
Decision procedures 7 -8 ,2 6  
Definite articles 39  
Definitions 7 -8 ,4 3 -4 4  
Derogatoiy names 1 5 ,1 8 -1 9 ,2 9  
Diacritical marks 10 ,19-20  
Docket lists 7 , 8 
Domestic geographic name, 

definition 43 
Domestic Names Committee 2 ,7  
Dom estic names decisions 7-8 
Domestic names, characteristics 3 
Duplication o f  names 1 5 ,2 0

English language 10 ,19 -20  
Eskimo names (see Native 

American names)
Established usage 7-8 
Excessive naming 28 
Executive Committee 2 
Executive Secretary, Domestic 

Names ii, 2 ,2 6  
Executive Secretary, Foreign 

Names 3

Federal maps 5 ,6 ,2 7 ,3 0  
Federal publications 2, 26-28  
Folklore names 7 ,2 8  
Foreign geographic names 3 ,4 7  
Foreign Names Committee (sec 

Foreign geographic names) 
Foreign names publications 47 
French names 19

Gazetteer, digital 5 
Gazetteer, domestic 4 
Gazetteer, foreign 47 
Generic part o f  a name 
Generic terms (see Generic part o f  

a name)
Genitive form names 38 
Geographical coordinates 27 
Geographic names database 4



Geographic name, definition 43  
Geographic names, characteristics 3 
Geographic Names Information 

System 3 -6 ,2 6  
Geographic names, spelling 8 ,1 1 ,1 9 ,2 7  
GNIS 3 -6 ,2 6
Government Printing O ffice ii, 2  
Guidclinc(s) 38

Harrison, President Benjamin iii, iv, 1 
Historical names 7 ,1 0 ,1 8 ,2 9  
Historical usage 7 
Hyphens 38

Incident names 28
Indian names (see Native American names) 
International boundary 

names 2 2 ,2 6 ,3 2 -3 4  
Interior, Department o f  the ii, 2  
Interior, Secretary o f  the ii, 1 ,2  
International Geographical 

Congress 48  
International Map o f  the 

World 48  
International standardization 

(sec United Nations)

"Jap" in names 19

Legal usage 7, 8 , 23  
Legislated names 7 , 8, 1 0 ,1 4  
Lexical meaning 19 
Library o f  Congress ii, 2 
Living person policy 1 6 ,2 9  
Local support for proposal 16 ,3 0  
Local usage 8 ,1 0  
Long form names 21 
Long names 22-23

M odifiers in names 2 1 ,2 8 ,3 8 -4 0

Name application (sec Application, name) 
Name change, definition o f  14 
National Digital Gazetteer (sec Gazetteer, 

digital)
Name duplication, definition 20 
National Gazetteer (see  

Gazetteers, domestic)

National Geographic Names Data 
base 4

National Ocean Service 6, 7, 28 
National Park Service 6 ,7 ,1 2  
National topographic map series 6 
Native American names 2 4 -2 5 ,2 8  
Nautical charts 6 ,7 ,2 8  
Needless naming 27  
N ew s media 2 6 ,3 0  
Nicknames 1 6 ,2 9  
"Nigger"in names 19 
Nonce generic forms 3 
Nonrecorded names 26-27  
Numbers in names 38

Official names 4 , 2 7 ,4 3  
Official name, definition 43  
One-namc-one-fcature ruie 11,21  
Other name sources 2, 10

Pan American Institute o f  
Geography & History 
(PAIGH) 48 

Parenthetical usage 21 
Pejorative names 1 5 ,1 8 -1 9 ,2 9  
Personal geographic names 

(see Commemorative names) 
Plural forms o f  names 3 
Policies, domestic names 14-25
I. U .S . Congress 14
II. Name changes 14
III. Commemorative names 16
IV. Wilderness areas 17
V. Derogatory 18
VI. U se o f  diacriticals 19
VII. Name duplication 20
VIII. Use o f  variants 21
IX. Long names 22
X. Names o f  Native American 

origin 24
Policy, definition 43  
Possessive names (see  

Commemorative names; Genitive 
form names; Apostrophes)

Postal Service ii, 2  
Prepositions in names 39

-50-



Principle, definition 43  
Principles, domestic names 10-13
I. Roman alphabet 10
II. Local usage 10
III. U .S . Congress 10
IV. Other authorities 10
V . One-name rule 11

Printing marks (see Writing marks) 
Procedure(s), definition 43  
Promulgation o f  standard names 
(see Gazetteer; D ecision  
lists; Foreign names 
publications, Public Law 80-242) 

Pronunciation 28  
Proposing new names 26-31 
Publications and Publicity Committee 2  
Public Law 80-242 1 ,5 ,  6 ,1 0 ,4 1  
Published usage 26-27  
Punctuation (see Diacritical 

marks; Writing marks)

Qualifying words in names 
(see M odifiers in names)

Recommended new names 28 
Relative position modifiers in names 2 8 ,3 8  
Relative size modifiers in names 2 8 ,3 8  
Reporting name information 

(see Submitting name 
information)

Research procedures 26
Reservoir names 22
Revised decision, definition 44
Revised description, definition 44
Roman alphabet 10
R oosevelt, President Theodore iii, 1

Secretary o f  the Interior ii, 1 ,2
Sequencing rules for names 37
Short-form names 11 ,21
Specific part o f  a name 3
Spelling o f  geographic names 8, 1 1 ,1 9 ,2 7
Standardization, name iii, 1
Standard name (see Official name)
State geographic names 

authorities 2, 1 5 ,2 7 ,3 0  
State names 38 
Statutory name, definition 44  
Statutory naming 1 0 ,1 4 ,2 2 ,4 4  
Stream tributary names 2 0 ,2 3  
Submitting name information 26-31

Tabular name lists 22 
Topographic maps 6 ,2 8  
Toponymy, definition 44  
Trail names 22 
Typographical errors 2 6 ,2 7

Undersea feature names 2 
United Statcs-Canada boundary 

names 32-34  
United Nations 48  
Universal Postal Union 46  
Unnamed features 8 ,2 7 -3 1  
Unofficial name, definition 44 
Unpublished names (see 

Nonrecorded names)
U .S . Board on Geographic 

Names 1 
U .S .D .A . Forest Service 6 ,7  
U .S . Department o f  

Agriculture 6 
U .S . Congress (see Statutory 

naming)
U .S . Geological Survey 2 , 4 ,  6 ,2 8

Vacated decision, definition 44 
Variant names 1 9 ,2 1 -2 2 ,4 4  
Verbal usage 8

Water rights names 35 
Wilderness act 17 
Wilderness areas 17-18 
Writing marks 2 1 ,3 8  
Written usage 8
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Session
State Capitol Building, Room 41S 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Phone (907) 465-2995 

Fax (907) 465-6592

Chair, House Special Committee 
on Economic Development, Trade 

and Tourism

Interim
716 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 430 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Phone (907) 269-0250 
Fax 9907) 269-0249

Chair, Joint House and Senate 
Administrative Regulation and 

Review Committee

Representative Lesil McGuire
Member 

Resources Committee 
Rules Committee

H ouse D istrict 1 7

CS for HB 438
Sponsor Statement

“ A n A c t re la t in g  to  m o to r  vehicle  re g is tra tio n  p la te s  fo r  d isa b le d  v e te ra n s ; a n d  p ro v id in g  
fo r  a n  effec tiv e  d a te .”

During the past few years the Alaska Legislature has taken special care to honor the men and 
women who have served, and are serving our country in the Armed Forces. Most noticeable are 
the Alaska vehicle licenses plates with the word Veteran and the branch o f service emblem 
indicating their service to our freedom.

While these plates are a way to say thank you and give special recognition, we have overlooked a 
group o f veteran’ s that may have given a little more than some. They are our Disabled 
Veteran’ s, and to date the only special license plate is the standard Gold and Blue physically 
disabled plate, w ith the first three letters “ D AV .” CS for HB 438 is written to correct this.

The b ill proposes that the Department o f Motor Vehicles create a special license plate for these 
men and women who gave a part o f themselves to our country. The plate, as envisioned, w ill be 
Red, White and Blue, with the Alaska and U.S. flags and the words Disabled Veteran. It w ill 
make a clear statement that the vehicle belongs to a person who served and gave, and is proud o f 
his or her contribution.

CS for HB 438 w ill make the plates available to those veterans who current qualify fo r tax 
exemption status, which is a minimum level o f 50 percent. There w ill also be two plates, one 
with the international wheelchair logo that allows special parking privileges. The other w ill not 
have the logo, but w ill still allow a disabled Veteran to show the sacrifice they made.

Passage o f CS for HB 438 w ill show our Disabled Veteran’s the same honor and respect that this 
body has chosen to show other Veterans o f the Armed Forces.



FISCAL NOTE
STATE O F ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 2
2 00 2  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:
CSHB 438(STA) 
4/3/02

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Administration
Title An Act Relating to motor vehicle BRU

registration plates for disabled veterans... Component Motor Vehicles
Sponsor Representative McGuire
Requester H(STA) Component No.

E x p e n d itu r e s /R e v e n u e s (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2003 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

There will be no fiscal impact from this bill.

Prepared by: Rynnieva W. Moss, Committee Aide Phone
Division House State Affairs Committee Date/Time 4/2/02 9:40 a.m.
Approved by: Representative John Coghill, Chairman Date 4/3/02
Agency House State Affairs Committee_________________________

(Revised 9/2001 OM8) Page 1 Of__1__



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

State Capitol Building, Room 418 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Phono (907) 465-2995 
Fax (907) 465-6592

S e s s io n Chair, House Special Committee 
on Economic Development, Trade 

and Tourism

Chair, Joint House and Senate 
Administrative Regulation and 

Review CommitteeInterim
716 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 430 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Phone (907) 269-0250 
Fax 9907) 269-0249 Representative Lesil McGuire

Member 
Resources Committee 

Rules Committee

H ouse D istrict 17

April 12,2002

Senator Gene Therriault 
Chair, Senate State A ffa irs Committee 
State Capitol, Room 121 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Therriault:

Please accept this letter and enclosed documents as a request for the Senate State A ffa irs 
Committee to hear CS for HB 438: A B ill relating to vehicle registration plates fo r disabled 
veterans.

During the past few years the Legislature has approved special license plates fo r Veterans and 
Purple Heart recipients. But our Disabled Veterans, many whom paid a severe price fo r service 
to our country, are not given the opportunity for this special recognition. That is the intent o f 
CS for HB 438. The B ill w ill allow those, who currently meet the requirements for tax 
exemption as disabled veterans to proudly show their service to our country.

I respectfully request scheduling o f CS for HB 438 in the Senate State A ffa irs Committee at your 
earliest convenience. Thank you in advance for your time and consideration. I f  you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely:

O h m  Pound
Staff, Rep. Lesil McGuire



FISCAL NOTE
STATE O F ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title An Act Relating to motor vehicle

Sponsor
Requester

registration plates for disabled veterans.
Representative McGuire
H(STA)

E x p e n d itu r e s /R e v e n u e s

Dept. Affected:
[BRU ' ____'
'Component _____

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Component No.

CSHB 438(STA)
4/3/02

Administration

Motor Vehicles

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES_________
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 7
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 

TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal: [ 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page if nocessary)

There will be no fiscal impact from this bill.

Prepared by: Rynnieva W. Moss, Committee Aide_____________________  Phone______________
Division House State Affairs Committee____________________   Date/Time 4/2/02 9:40 a.m.
Approved by: Representative John Coghill, Chairman______________________ Date 4/3/02__________
Agency House State Affairs Committee_____________________________

(Rovisod 9/2001 OMB) Page 1 o f 1__





A l a s k a  J & t a i s  J ^ g i g l a t u r e
In  D la trln t 0 4 :

In  J u n e a u :

P.O. Hox 5GG22 
North Polo, Alaskn 93705 
Phono (007) 400-154G 
Pax (007) '188-4271

State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99S01 
Phone (907) 465-3743 
Fax (907) 465-2381

J tm rse JRcprnsentaftfrcs
Majority Leader  

Representative Jeannette James

Sponsor Statement 
HB 444

A n A ct relating  to build ings covered under the A laska public b u ild ing  fund; and
provid ing  fo r an effective  date.

T h e  Public B u ild ing  F und  (PB F) p ilo t program , estab lished  under H B 112, 21st 
L eg islative Session, has show n rem arkab ly  positive  results. T he con tinued  deterioration  
o f  those few  build ings has been  stopped  and progress tow ard  im provem ent is ev ident.

T he creation  o f  the P B F  in troduced  a  new  m anagem ent approach  fo r ce rta in  public  
buildings as a “p ilo t p rogram ” under ch. 19 SLA  2000. C urren tly  the D epartm en t o f  
A dm in istra tion  assesses an occup an cy  fee to pub lic  and p riva te  users o f  e ig h t specifically  
identified sta te  ow ned  facilities (six  in  Juneau , o ne in A nchorage, and one in  Fairbanks). 
T hese fees, w h ich  in clude deprecia tion , p rov ide funding  fo r th e  m ain tenance and 
operation  o f  the  facilities.

'H ie v ision  that led to the  in troduction  o f H B 112 w as th a t through p ro p er m anagem ent 
and a  s tead y  so u rce  o f  funding  w e w ould  begin  to  address the loss o f  o u r  valuab le  
governm ent in frastructu re. W hen  I  in troduced  that bill, I  w as co n fid en t w e w ould  see an 
end to continued  deterio ration  o f s ta te  property , w hile at the sam e tim e requiring  sla te  
agencies to m ore  thoroughly  ev a lu a te  their space needs by creating  a  p rog ram  expense 
fo r office space.

U nder the am endm ent I  p ropose in th is bill, the lim ita tion  included in A S  3 7 .05 .5 7 0  to 
the eigh t bu ild ing s curren tly  covered  is rem oved. T he term  “covered  b u ild ing ” is 
am ended to  m ean  any building ow ned by the  s ta te  and assigned  to th e  D epartm ent o f  
A dm inistra tion  fo r operation, m aintenance, and m anagem ent. G iven the perfo rm ance o f 
the P B F  program  over the last year and a half, it m akes sense fo r the D epartm en t o f  
A dm in istra tion  to  expand  its ro le  o f  m anaging  public  facilities.



FISCAL NOTE
STATE O F ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________________
Title An act relating to buildings covered under the

Fiscal Note Number: _1_______
Bill Version: HB 444
(H) Publish Date: 4/9/02

Administration

Alaska public building fund; and providing an effective date. 
Sponsor Representative James
Requester House State Affairs

Dept. Affected:
’ BRU ________  Facilities^
"Component___________ Facilities

Expenditures/R evenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

404

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Changing the definition of "covered buildings” to eliminate the original pilot project restriction will allow 
future expansion of the public building fund approach to additional state-owned buildings.

Prepared by: Chris Parce, Director
Division General Services

Phone (907)465-5687 
Date/Time 2/15/02,11:00 a.m.

Approved by: Jim Duncan, Commissioner
Agency Department of Administration

Date 2/19/2002

(Revised 9/2001 OMB) Page 1 of 1

f ^ S c t u I Ao-fe *. A.



S ec tio n a l A n a ly sis  f o r  H B  444 
A n  A c t re la tin g  to  b u ild in g s  co v ered  u n d e r  th e  A la sk a  p u b lic  b u ild in g  f u n d . . . .

S ec tio n  1: repeals and reenacts AS 37.05.570(f).

A S  3 7 .05 .570(f) curren tly  defines th e  fo llow ing  facilities as “covered  build ings” 
fo r w hich  the responsib ility  o f operation , m aintenance, and m anagem ent is 
assigned to the D epartm ent o f  A dm inistration :

A laska O ffice B uild ing , Juneau;
R obert B. A tw ood B u ild ing , A nchorage;
C ourt P laza  B uilding, Juneau ;
D ouglas Island B uild ing , Juneau;
F airbanks R egional O ffice  B u ild ing , Fairbanks; 
Juneau  C om m unity  B u ild in g , Juneau;
Juneau  Public  Safety  B u ild ing , Juneau; and 
S tate  O ffice B uild ing, Juneau.

HB 4 44  am ends and reenacts A S  3 7 .05 .570(f) to  define "covered building" as any 
build ing  ow ned  by the sta te  fo r w hich  the responsib ility  fo r operation, 
m aintenance, and  m anagem ent has been  assigned  to  the D epartm ent o f  
A dm inistra tion .

S ec tio n  2: E ffective da te  clause - the A ct tak es effec t Ju ly  1, 2002.

CADocuiix'nll Mid Sc'.UnpUhiaolVMy DocumailiWi) 444 Section,I Anallyslstloo



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: _______
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB444

() Publish Date: _______

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_______________________ Dept. Affected]_________ Administration
Title An act relating to buildings covered under the BRU ____________Facilities
Alaska public building fund: and providing an effective date.______ Component___________ Facilities
Sponsor Representative James________________________ ___________________________________
Requester House State Affairs___________________________ Component No. 404

E-xpenditures/Revenues_________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)_____________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal .Services 
Travel 
Contractunl 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES__________

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) [

FUND SOURCE_____________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2003 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Changing the definition of "covered buildings" to eliminate the original pilot project restriction will allow 
future expansion of the public building fund approach to additional state-owned buildings.

Prepared by: Chris Parce, Director______________________________________ Phone (907)465-5687
Division General Services Date/Time 2/15/02,11:00 a.m.

Approved by: Jim Duncan. Commissioner________________________________________Date 2/19/2002
Agency Department of Administration_______________________________
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Presentation Points 
HB 458: Extensions of Probation for State Employees

• Statute requires the Director of the Division of Personnel to establish 
regulations allowing for employee probationary periods of up to one year.1

• Regulation and collective bargaining establish probationary periods at six 
months for some employees and one year for the rest.

• It is a long-standing practice that the State and bargaining units have extended 
probationary periods beyond one year when such extension is in their mutual 
interests.

• In May 2001, the Alaska Superior Court ruled that extensions of probation 
beyond 12 months violated AS 39.2
a) For example, if a State Trooper Recruit is injured during Academy, s/he 

cannot become permanent until the Academy is completed (tenets of the 
Alaska Police Standards Council). If the Recruit's recovery extends 
probationary service beyond 12 months, s/he must be released from Recruit 
status, to the detriment of the Trooper and the State of Alaska. This 
legislation would allow an extension of probationary service to permit 
recovery and completion of Academy.

b) In another example, if an employee in the ninth or tenth month of a one year 
probationary period falls ill or victim to injury requiring recovery that 
extends probation beyond 12 months, s/he might be removed from that 
position. Family or medical leave does not protect the employee because 
s/he has not met the threshold service requirements.

• The legislation proposed in House Bill 458 allows our mutually beneficial 
practice to continue, amending statute to long-standing practice.

1 Alaska Statute Sec. 39.25.150. Scope of the rules.
The personnel rules must provide for
... (7) a period of probation not to exceed one year before an appointment to a position becomes permanent,...;

2 Baseden, S. vs. State of Alaska, Department o f Transportation and Public Facilities, 1JU-01-1731 CT, p. 12 at line



REPRESENTATIVE BILL HUDSON A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e

Room 502 • State Capitol, Juneau, Alaska 99801 (907)465-3744 Fax: 465-2273

Sponsor Statement for HB 458

"A n  A ct re la tin g  to p e rio d s  o f  p ro b a tio n  for s ta te  em ployees; a n d  p ro v id in g  for a n  
effective d a te ."

This bill will allow the flexibility to extend probationary periods as needed.

The practice o f extending employee probationary periods by agreement with employee unions is one of 
long standing, and has allowed all parties the flexibility to deal with employees on an individual basis.
Most employees serve six or twelve month probationary periods. In instances where correctional officers 
or state trooper recruits are involved, die Alaska Police Standards Council allows up to 14 months 
probation.

A recent trial court decision found that AS 39.25.150(7), die legal requirement for probationary periods, 
was inflexible in its definition and application. Further, the Court found that even collectively bargained 
extensions were invalid if such an extension made the probationary' period longer than 12 months.

This bill does not seek to change the requirement for, or the standard lengths of, probationary periods. 
The language change proposed by this bill provides for only the flexibility to extend a probationary period 
beyond 12 months in cases where such an extension is warranted and agreed upon by the parties involved.

S ectio n al A nalysis:

Sec. 1. Allows an exception to AS 39.25.150(7), of the State Personnel Act, Personnel 
Rules. The change would allow an extended period of probation if set out in a collective 
bargaining agreement under AS 23.40; which defines labor organizations.

Sec. 2. Makes die change effective immediately.



FISCAL NOTE

2 0 0 2  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version: HB 458
(H) Publish Date: 4/16/02

STATE OF A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number: J ______

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______________________ Dept. Affected]_____________ All
Title "An Act relating to periods of__________________ BRU _______________ AH
_____________ probation for state employees..."______________ Component_______________ Aj[
Sponsor Rep. Hudson_______________________________ ____________________________
Requester (H)State Affairs______________________________Component No. All

Expenditures/R evenues_________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES__________

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE____________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if  necessary)

This legislation will not have a fiscal impact on the state. It will formalize a long-standing practice of 
allowing probationary period extensions beyond one year when advantageous to the State and the 
employee.

Prepared by: David Stewart______________________________________________ Phone 465-4431
Division Personnel Date/Time 4/10/02 1:39 PM

Approved by: Jim Duncan, Commissioner_______________________________________ Date 4/10/2002
Agency Department of Administration_______________________________

(Rovisod 9/2001 OMB) Page 1 o f  1__
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A la sk a  3 t a t e  le g i s la t u r e

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  B IL L  H U D S O N
House Finance Committee

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 

9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  
(907) 4 6 5 -3 744 

Fax (907) 465-2273

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

U 0  s'
^C'LSenator Gene Therriault, Chairman 

Senate State Affairs Committee

Representati Bill Hudson, 
Alaska State Legislature , j

HB 458 Hearing Request 

April 17,2002

I respectfully request that you schedule HB 458 before your committee at your earliest 
convenience.

I have enclosed a sponsor statement along with the committee report, the zero fiscal note 
from the Department of Administration, and a letter of explanation in response to the 
State Affairs Committee question regarding applicability to unrepresented employees.

If you have any questions regarding this request please contact my staff member 
handling this legislation, Melanie Lesh at 465-4230.

Thanks for your consideration.

HEPltESBNTING 
ALASKA'S CAPITAL CITY





Alaska State Legislature

Representative Lisa Murkowski Chair 
Representative Andrew Halcro Vice-Chair 
Representative Pete Kott 
Representative Kevin Meyer 
Representative Norman Rokeberg 
Representative Harry Crawford 
Representative Joe Hayes

Alaska State Capito! 
Juneau. AK 99S0I-1182 

Telephone: (907) 465-4954 
Fax: (907) 465-2293 

Representative_Lisa_Murkowski@iegis.state.ak.us

H ouse L abor and Commerce Comm ittee

M em orandum
Date: April 18, 2002

To: Senator Gene Therriault
State Affairs Chair

From : Representative Lisa Murkowski

Subject: Scheduling Request

House Bill 509 makes one minor change to Alaska statute to allow the Alaska Children’s Trust to 
market its license plates to commercial motor vehicle owners. Tins small change will allow die 
Alaska Children’s Trust to respond positively to requests by industry and private business to 
purchase children’s trust license plates for fleet vehicles and to market sales to an additional 56,500 
vehicle owners— a potential boost o f 55,650,000 for the prevention of child abuse and neglect.

House Bill 509 unanimously passed the House. Attached you will find a copy of the House State 
Affairs version o f House Bill 509, sponsor statement, fiscal note, and supplemental information. 
Please schedule House Bill 509 the earliest your calendar will allow. Thank you for your 
accommodation.

mailto:Representative_Lisa_Murkowski@iegis.state.ak.us


Working in 
partnership with 
communities to 
eliminate child 
abuse and 
neglect.

The Board of the Alaska Children’s Trust (ACT) has requested this minor statute change in AS 
28.10.181 in order to increase sales of our Alaska Children’s Trust license plate. The reasons for 
this important change is as follows:

♦ Currently the legislation only allows for owners of a passenger vehicle, 
noncommercial van or pick-up truck, or motor home to apply for an ACT 
license plate. This legislation will allow us to market plates for commercial 
motor vehicles.

♦ Both industry and private businesses have approached the ACT asking if they could 
purchase these license plates to put on their fleet of vehicles. They see this as a 
unique contribution to the ACT and want to promote the mission of the ACT and it’s 
activities.

♦ The ACT is a state and private partnership that has not requested a legislative 
appropriation. This small change will allow the ACT to respond positively to requests 
and increase the corpus of the fund.

♦ If this bill becomes law, it will allow the ACT to market sales to an additional 21,000 
commercial passenger cars and 35,500 commercial trucks -  a potential revenue 
increase of $5.65 million dollars for the ACT and 56,500 vehicle owners who support 
the prevention of child abuse and neglect.

♦ This change simply mirrors the current sales structure of the University of Alaska 
license plates.

♦ The prevention of child abuse and neglect reaches across all spectrums of our society 
and this is a positive way for all Alaskan’s to contribute to eliminating child abuse 
and neglect.

♦ Since FY 98, the board of the Alaska Children’s Trust has awarded over 1.5 million 
dollars to 41 nonprofit community projects statewide. Each year the ACT receives 
over 1 million dollars in requests and are only able to fund one-quurter of the 
requests.

The members of the ACT will be extremely grateful if this legislation is passed.
A  d l  jXvrpo-



H e lp  K e e p  A la s k a 's  C h i ld r e n  S a fe  
a n d  H e a l t h y  by purchasing a Children’s Trust 
license plate. The one-time fee of $ 100 for this plate goes 
to the Trust, which provides grants to Alaska communi­
ties for prevention of child abuse and neglect. Gift 
certificates for this special license plate are also avail­
able, and they are a great gift idea foi friends or family.

T h e  d e s ig n  selected for the A.C.T. license plate was 
submitted by Andri Grishkowsky, a 5th grader from 
Unalakleet. Her design was chosen by the board of the 
Alaska Children’s Trust as a result of an art contest held 
:in schools across the state.

F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n
on the license plate call Shari in the 
A.C.T. office at 1-800-643-KIDS or 
visit the Division of Motor Vehicles 
website at www.state.ak.us/dmv.

How to order the 
Alaska Children's Trust 
License Plate
To purchase a plate, go to any DMV office or complete 
this application and mail it along with a photocopy of 
your current Alaskan registration and a $100 check or 
money order to: State of Alaska, DMV, 2150 E. Dowling 
Road, Anchorage, Alaska 99507. Applications can only 
be accepted for passenger vehicles and non-commercial 
pickups and vans.

Plate Number:

Expiration Date:. 

Owner’s Name:

Street or PO Box:

City:___________

Zip:____________

State: AK

Owner’s Signature

http://www.state.ak.us/dmv


A la s k a  C h i l d r e n ' s  T r u s t

A n n u a l  R e p o r t

Working in partnership with communities to eliminate child abuse arid neglect
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Carol Brice, Children's 
Trust Board Chair

A n n u a l  L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  B o a r d  C h air, 2 0 0 1

Dear Fellow Alaskans,

Five years is a milestone, and we have indeed walked miles on behalf o f children!

The Board ofDirectors o f the Alaska Children's Trust met in a June retreat to take a close look 
at the current state o f the ACT and develop a strategic plan for the next five years. 1 was truly 
amazed at what had been accomplished in so many domains: development o f the FACT; annual 
fundraising events; statewide ACT recognition; partnerships in prevention andfunding; effective 
awarding o f prevention grants; support from the Legislature for the marketing o f birth and 
marriage certificates and license plates; and successful corporate partnerships.

Creditfor the most significant accomplishment goes to our 41 grantees that have worked creatively and diligently to 
assure healthy community environments for children.

The array o f requestsforfunding has been astonishing. Successful outcomes are revealed in oral and written stories. 
But the real outcomes will be evident in the future generations o f Alaskans raising children. We earnestly believe 
that the smallest changes make the biggest difference.

The success o f the ACT rests on many shoulders, not the least o f which is Shari Paid in our Juneau office. She not 
only keeps us organized, but Shari is opportunistic. She spends incredible time and energy chasing leads and 
turning ideas into action plans. In Anchorage at the FACT, Deborah Bonito continues her volunteer efforts with 
incredible vision and energy. Having an office and hiring Shannon Earl as her assistant will take Deborah’s expertise 
to a new level—if  that can even be imagined!

The Board o f Directors has experienced a year o f change. Commissioner o f DHSS, Karen Perdue, retired in the 
fall, leaving us with a legacy of her wisdom and foresight. We warmly welcomed: Commissioner o f EED, Shirley 
Holloway; Commissioner o f DHSS, Jay Livey; and Barbara Donatelli, Executive VP o f CIRI. Each o f these talented 
people brings a level o f expertise that will help move the Board in positive directions over the coming years, 
and we appreciate their commitment.

We haven 7 solved the problem of child abuse and neglect in Alaska. In revising our strategic plan, the ACT board 
agreed to emphasize a new goal—to eliminate child abuse and neglect in our homes, our communities, and our 
state. We aren't giving up on prevention. It will always be a recurring theme. But the word is out— we will not 
tolerate child abuse or neglect. We will think smart. We will act smart. We will do everything in our power to assure 
every Alaskan a healthy, happy childljood. It just makes good sense.

Sincerely,

Carol II. Brice, Chair

W Board Members, left to right: Judy Sato, Bill Cheek, 
Shari Paul (staff); Thea Agnew (FACT); Yvonne 
Chase, Deputy Commissioner, EED; Carol Brice, 
Shirley Holloway.

Alaska Children’s Trust Board o f Trustees
Carol H. Bricc, (Chair) Fairbanks, Owner/Consultant Family Training Associates 
William (Bill) Check, Anchorage, President/CEO Natchlq, Inc.
Barbara Donatelli, Executive Vice President, CIRI
Colonel Glenn Godfrey, Commissioner, Department of Public Safety
Shirley Holloway, Commissioner, Department of Education & Early Development
Jay Livey, Commissioner, Department of Health and Social Services
Judy Salo, former Alaska State Senator
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B U ILD IN G  TUB
TRUST

In October 2001, the ACT Board redefined the mission and goals of the ACT.

A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ' s  T r u s t  M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t

A la ska ’s ch ild ren  deserve lo  groiv up in  a sa fe  and nu rtu r in g  
env ironm en t
The m iss ion  o f  the A laska Ch ildren ’s  T rust is  to improve the 
s ta tu s  o f  ch ild ren  in  A laska by generating fu n d s  and  comm itting 
resources to e lim in a te  ch ild  abuse and neglect.

A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ' s  T m s t  G o a l s

# /  i  INCREASE AND SUSTAIN A STATEWIDE CAMPAIGN TO ^  S

ACTIONS:
a. Develop a theme and strategic approach for a focused campaign.
b. Utilize partial grant funding to finance campaign.
c. Provide talking points to ACT and FACT.

# 2  INCREASE GrAnT-GWi NG ABILITY TO $50

ACTIONS:
a. Develop a Strategic Marketing Plan.
b. Present strategies to the ACT Beard.

M  AWARD GRANTS BASED ON MEAS 
A  HIGHEST PROBABILITY OF SUCCI

ACTIONS:
a. Evaluate past grant awards to determine most successful projects.
b. Establish a “granting strategy."

“P r e v e n t i o n  o f  c h i l d  a b u s e  a n d  n e g l e c t  is n o t  o n l y  

m o r a l l y  t h e  r i ght t h i n g  t o  d o ,  b u t  it is a l s o  g o o d  

b u s i n e s s .  H a p p y ,  h e a l t h y  k i d s  will m a k e  h a p p y  

h e a l t h y  e m p l o y e e s .  ”

—Bill Clxek, Alaska Children's Trust Board Member

r e. I , * •

1988
ACT created by 
the legislature 
w ithout., 
supportive 
funding. £ ;■ ,

1996
Initial legislative 
appropriation of 
$6 million.

I f f

ACT board of / '  
directors 
appointed by the 
Governor:1fi \V'

1997
Promotional : 
radio spots 
featuring Tom 
Bodett aired.
VsLsiihMf

•7;

V ) ,1997
Friends of the  jp e ff  
Alaska Children’s /  
Trust was formed 
as a non-profit 
(FACT)/ f

1997 V s  It t '
FACT created a % 7  
30 minute 
documentary,
“Our Children—  

O urTrust."
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I997 "
FACT published 
ZM /e Bear’s  Alaska 
Reader ta jz h e  
funds for the ACT.

B U IL D IN G 1*
H IE  TRUST

m . 
s S i  f
w
Firstirst year grant 
awards distributed■ f i r1
to  12 child abuse 
and neglect 
prevention."'

Second year grant 
awards distributed 
to 15 child abuse and 
neglect prevention 
projects.< t * »

‘  f /
1998
April - First Annual 
Hush for Kids in
FairbankSfc-'iv

■ M\I998 f 
August - First 
Annual Alaska 
Children’s Trust Golf 
Classic in Anchorage, 
underwritten by 
Alyeska Pipeline 

\Sepnce Company.
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W h y  A l a s k a  N e e d s  a  C h i l d r e n ’s  T m s t

According lo state reports to the Health & Human Services Department, Alaska still has the highest 
per capita rate of cltild abuse and neglect. Reports of child abuse and neglect continue to grow 
while all other crime statistics are coming down. The good news: According to statistics collected 
for die past decade by Prevent Child Abuse America, the rate of growth in reports of cltild abuse 
and neglect has slowed substantially.

The Alaska Cliildrcn’s Trust is dedicated to funding community-initiated projects to eliminate child 
abuse and neglect. All fifty states plus the District of Columbia have Children's Trust Funds. Alaska's 
Children's Trust Fund is currendy in it’s fifth year of awarding grants to communides to develop 
new and innovadve child abuse and neglect prevendon projects.

Since FY 98, the board of the Alaska Children's Trust has awarded over 1.5 million dollars to 41 
nonprofit community projects statewide. Six new projects were added in FY 2002. A descripdon 
of fiscal year 2002 grantees can be found on page nine.

H o w  t h e  A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ’s  T m s t  W o r k s

I The Alaska Children’s Trust is a savings account for the prevendon of child abuse and neglect.
I The treasurer of die Trust is the Commissioner of Revenue. The Commissioner is the official custodian 

of the fund and the investments. The ACT is established in the Office of the Governor.
I The Trust's funds grow through gifts, bequests, and contribudons of cash or other assets from 

individuals, corporate enddes, legislative appropriations, and federal funds.
B The interest income from the Trust is distributed through a grant application and review 

process.
I A seven-member Board of Trustees administers the ACT. The Trustees are appointed by the 

Governor. They include the Commissioner of Health and Social Services, the Commissioner of 
Education & Early Development, the Governor or designee, and four public members.

I The Trustees set goals, award and monitor grants, and raise funds.
1 The Trust partners with a broad range of people (parents, private business, state agencies, 

community groups, and concerned individuals) to help support Alaska families and prevent 
child abuse and neglect.

I The Trust has one full-time staff person in Juneau.

A l a s k a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  A u t h o r i t y  ( A M H T A )  

P a r t n e r s h i p

This year, the AMHTA partnered with the ACT lo increase funds available for ACT grant awards. Both 
Trusts recognized that this new private-public partnership could maximize our efforts to prevent 
and eliminate child abuse and neglect. With the assistance of the FACT, our goal is to encourage 
further partnerships in the future to maximize prevention efforts.

The 2001 beneficiaries of this joint-funding initiative include:
Fairbanks Resource Agency, Supported Parenting Program 
Frontier Community Services, Early Intervention Child's Play 
Norton Sound Health Corporation, Pathfinders Parenting Project 
Safe and Fear-Free Environment, Inc., SAFE for Life Program 
Alaska Legal Services Corporation, Children at Risk Project 
REACH, Inc., Family Support Project

4



B U ILD IN G
TH E  TRUST

A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ' s  T r u s t  F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t s

1998
Heirloom Birth 
Certificates 
marketed to raise 
funds for the ACT.

Statement ofInvested Assets
June 30,2001

Cash and equivalents $275,000

Marketable debt securities 5,134,000

Equity securities 4,031,000

Interest and dividends receivable 13,000

Total Invesmenls $9,453,000

Statement ofInvestment Income and Changes in Invested Assets 
June 30,2001

Investment income $(37,000)

Total invested assets, beginning of year 9,755,000 

Net contributions (withdrawals) (265,000)

Total invested assets, end of year $9,453,000

The June 30, 2001 audited financial statements are available from the 
Department of Revenue, Treasury Division at 465-2350.

1998
Governor Knowles 
and L t Governor 
Ulmer dedicated the 
proceeds from the 
Inaugural Balls, 
raising $250,000 for 
the ACT.

1999
Third year grant 
awards distributed 
to  15 child abuse and 
neglect prevention 
projects.

1999
Alaska Children’s 
Trust License Plates 
marketed to raise 
funds for the ACT.

1999
April - Second 
Annual Mush for 
Kids in Fairbanks.

' R a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n  is t h e  m o s t  difficult a n d  i m p o r t a n t  j o b  

■hat a n y o n e  u n d e r t a k e s .  W e  n e e d  t o  s u p p o r t  p a r e n t s  a n d  

j Q o d p a r e n t i n g  i n  o u r  q u e s t  t o  p r e v e n t  c h i l d  a b u s e  a n d  

leglect. It is i n d e e d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e v e r y  c i t i z e n  to 

M e e t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  w o r k  f o r  t h e i r  w e l l - b e i n g .  ”

-Judy Sato, ACT Board Member

1999
August - Second 
Annual Alaska 
Children's Trust Golf 
Classic in Anchorage, 
underwritten by 
Alyeska Pipeline 
Service Company.

5


