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L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEG ISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M March 19, 2002

SU BJECT:

TO:

FROM :

Driver's license exemption (CSI IB 3 9 7 (), Draft Version "J")

Representative Vic Kohring 
Attn: Mike

Michael F. Ford 
Legislative Counsel

A

The blank C'S you requested is enclosed. I also wanted to let you know that by excluding 
certain types o f vehicles from driver licensing requirements, you also exclude those 
drivers from the open container law under AS 28.35.029. This resub occurs because 
under AS 28.35.029(c)(3), "motor vehicle" means a vehicle for which a driver's license is 
required. While this is not a legal problem, I wanted you to be aware o f  this result under 
the CS.

Please contact me if you have further questions.

MFF:med
02-294. med

Enclosure
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V i c  K o h r i n g
District 26

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H O U S E  B I L L  3 9 7

In 2001, the Alaska Department of Transportation released its Winter Transportation Study. The House 
Transportation Committee reviewed the study during the 2001 session.

Initially, the study was to address snow machine issues in the Fairbanks area but immediately grew into a 
statewide study. DOT reviewed the existing laws and regulations and determined that many enforcement 
officers and the general public were not aware of existing requirements. DOT concluded that a serious 
effort is needed to clarify and improve these laws and to promote more responsible snowmobiling.

Snowmobiles are defined as “motor vehicles” and are subject to those laws. As such, snowmobile 
operators are required to possess a valid Alaska driver’s license to “operate upon a highway, vehicular 
way or area, or other public property.”

The original versio.. of this bill merely exempts snowmobile operators from needing a driver’s license. 
The committee substitute bill instead ends a stale legal requirement for operators of all types of off-road 
motor vehicles (boat, plane, all-terrain vehicle, or snowmachines) to have an automobile driver’s license 
to operate on public properties, other than on roads. The bill would not affect existing laws requiring 
vehicles driven on-road lo have minimum equipment, such as brake lights and turn signals.

For state government to require a person to pass a test to drive a car appears to have nothing in common 
with running a boat on a lake or river, flying a plane, or riding an ATV while hunting. Those who depend 
on snowmobiles, boats, and ATVs for basic transportation to work, hunt, and fish in many parts of Alaska 
need to have their rights protected.

Having a driver's license has nothing to do with safe operation of an off-road vehicle. If safety is the 
concern, then the focus needs to be on safety, not on requiring a driver’s license.
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A lask a  State Leg isla tu re
Interim:
600 East Railroad Avenue 
Wasillla, Alaska 99654 
907-373-1842 
Fax - 907-373-4729

S e ss ion :
State Capitol Building, Room 421 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1132 
(907)465-2186 

Fax: (907)465-3818

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V i c  K o h r in g
District 26

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Feb. 19, 201)2 CONTACT: Rep. Vie Kolu ing (907) 465-2186

K o h r i n g  S e e k s  E n d  t o  I .

C a l l s  D r i v e r s  L i c e n s e  “ U n n e c e s s a r y ”  f o r  B o a t i n g ,  S n o w m a c h i n i n g

(JUNEAU) -  Rep. Vic Kohring (R-Wasilla/Pclers Creek) said today he plans to hold a hearing Thursday 
on House Bill 307, which seeks to end a state legal requirement that operators of off-road vehicles must 
have an automobile driver's license.

"It is ridiculous that state government requires a person to have a driver's license lo operate a boat, plane, 
all-terrain vehicle, or snowmachinc on till public properly." Kohring said. "What does passing a test it) 
drive a car have to do wilh running a boat on ■■ lake or river, flying a plane, or riding an ATV while 
hunting?”

"Those who depend on snowmobiles, boats, and AT Vs for basic transportation to work, hunt, and fish in 
many parts of Alaska need to have their rights protected. This is just one example o f government making 
laws just for the sake of having laws.”

Kohring said he plans lo propose revised legislation al Thursday’s meeting of the House Transportation 
Committee, which he chairs. While the bill would free drivers of off-road vehicles from h- i.ig to have a 
valid driver’s license, licenses would still be required lo operate such vehicles on public roads. Likewise, 
the bill would not affect existing laws requiring vehicles driven on-road to have minimum equipment, 
such as brake lights and turn signals.

“We are not saying that off-road vehicle drivers should be allowed to operate unsafely,” Kohring said. 
“Having a driver’s license has nothing to do with safe operation of an off-road vehicle. We arc saying that 
if safety is the concern, then let’s focus on safety.”

Kohring said lie anticipated taking testimony on the bill from citizen’s boards, user groups, slate agencies, 
local officials and the general public on Thursday, and invited interested parlies to contact his office lo see 
how they could weigh in on the issue.

TrTrTr



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______________
Title Snowmobile drivers' licensing exempt.

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
"BRU

1
CSHB 397QRA)
2/25/02

Alaska Court System
Component Trial Courts

Sponsor
Requester

House Transportation
House Transportation Component No. 768

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
[c a p it a l  e x p e n d it u r e s

z z eCHANGE IN REVENUES (

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any cu rren t year (FY2002) cos t: 0.0
Check th is  box (X) i f  fund ing  fo r th is  b ill is  inc luded in tho Governor’s FY 2003 budget p roposa l: [  
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The court system does not anticipate any fiscal impact from the passage of HB 397.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Douglas Wooliver
Alaska Court System
Stephanie Colo
Alaska Court System

(Rovlsod 0/2001 OMB)

Phone 463-4750
Date/Time 2/22/02 9:55 AM

Date 2/22/02

Page 1 of_1_



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correclion):
Title Snowmobile Drivers' License

Dept. Affected:
'BRU

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:
CSHB 397(TRA) 
2/25/02

Public Safety
AST Detachments

Exemption
Sponsor House Transportation Committee
Requester House Transportation Committee

Component AST Detachments

Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I I I I
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I i i i I !
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prograrn Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any cu rren t year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check th is  box (X) if fund ing  fo r th is  b ill is inc luded in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposa l: I
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (A ttach  a separate paqe i f  necessary)

This bill will have no fiscal impact for the Department of Public Safety.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Lt. Julia Grimes Phone 269-4532
Division of Alaska State Troopers
Com m issioner G lenn Godfrey
Departm ent of Public Safety

Date/Time 2/21/02 8:15 AM
Date 2/21/2002

(Rovtsod EV2001 OMB) Page 1 of_1_



A P P L IC A B L E  L E G A L  D E F IN IT IO N S

H B  397

Sec. 28.40.100. Definitions for title.

(7) "driver" means a person who drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle;

(8) "driver's license" or "license," when used in relation to driver licensing, means a 
license, provisional license, or permit to drive a motor vehicle, or the privilege to drive or 
to obtain a license to drive a motor vehicle, under the laws of this state whether or not a 
person holds a valid license issued in this or another jurisdiction;

(13) "motor vehicle" means a vehicle which is self-propelled except a vehicle moved by 
human or animal power;

(11) "highway" means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way that is 
publicly maintained when a part of it is open to the public for purposes of vehicular 
travel, including but not limited to every street and the Alaska state marine highway 
system but not vehicular ways or areas;

(19) "roadway" means that portion of a highway designed or ordinarily used for vehicular 
travel, exclusive of the sidewalk, berm, or shoulder, even though the sidewalk, beim, or 
shoulder is used by persons riding bicycles or other human powered vehicles; and in the 
event that a highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term refers to each 
roadway separately but not to all such roadways collectively;

(25) "vehicular way or area" means a way, path, or area, other than a highway or private 
property, that is designated by official traffic control devices or customary usage and that 
is open to the public for purposes of pedestrian or vehicular travel, and which way or area 
may be restricted in use to pedestrians, bicycles, or other specific types of vehicles as 
determined by the Department of Public Safety or other agency having jurisdiction over 
the way, path, or area.

13 AAC 40.010 (a) (30) "off-highway vehicle" means a vehicle designed or adapted for 
cross-country operation over unimproved terrain, ice or snow, and which has been 
declared by its owner at the time of registration and determined by the department to be 
unsuitable for general highway use, although the vehicle may make incidental use of a 
highway as provided in this title; it does not include implements of husbandry or special 
mobile equipment.



Sec. 28.15.010. License required. [Repealed, Sec. 19 ch 178 SLA 1978].

Repealed or Renumbered 

Sec. 28.15.011. Drivers must be Iicem

(a) A person may not be denied the privilege to drive a m otor vehicle upon a highway 
in this state, except as prescribed by law.

(b) Every person exercising the person's privilege to drive, or exercising any degree of 
physical control of a motor vehicle upon a highway,
vehicular way or area, or other public property in this state, is required to have in the 
possession o f the person a valid Alaska driver's license issued 
under the provisions o f this chapter for the type or class o f vehicle driven, unless 
expressly exem pted by law from this requirement.

(c) A person licensed under the provisions o f this chapter may exercise in this state the 
privilege to drive a motor vehicle and is subject to the
restrictions prescribed by this chapter. A municipality m ay not require a person to obtain 
any other driver's license to drive or operate a m otor vehicle in 
this state.

Chapter 28.15. DRIVERS' LICENSES



Rc: off-road definition is

Subject: Re: off-road definition is
Date: Thu, 21 Feb 2002 12:51:59 -0900

From: M .vy M arshburn <M ary_M arshburn@ adm in.state.ak.us>
To: M ike Krieber <M ike_Krieber@ legis.staie.ak.us>

13 A A C  4 0 . 0 1 0  (a) (30). Keep in m i n d  that  the d i v i s i o n  h a s  a h a n d  i n  this in
that w e  c a n  d e c l a r e  a i t e m  ur s u i t a b l e  for g e n e r a l  h i g h w a y  u s e  . . . a n d  tha t 
the d e f i n i t i o n  h a s  s e r v e d  us w e l l  for all t h e s e  year s.  T h e r e  w a s  a w h e e l c h a i r  
r i d e r  c i t e d  in  the M o u n t a i n  V i e w  a r e a  of A n c h o r a g e  so m e  y e a r s  b a c k  for h a v i n g  
a w h e e l c h a i r  in the  s t r e e t  - i l l e g a l  o p e r a t i o n  o n  a r o a d w a y  a n d  it w a s  u p h e l d  
in  court.

M i k e  K r i e b e r  wrote :

-■ can you p le a se  g ive  me the AAC c i ta t io n  fo r  th is  defn?
>
> Mary Marshburn wrote:
>
> > "off-h ighw ay veh ic le"  means a v e h ic le  designed or adapted fo r
> > c ro ss-co u n try  operation  over unimproved te rra in , ic e  or snow, and which
> > has been declared  by i t s  owner a t the tim e o f  r e g is t r a t in  and determ ined
> > by the department to  be u n su ita b le  fo r  general highway use, although the
> > v e h ic le  may make in c 4den ta l use o f  a highway as provided  in  th i s  t i t l e ;
>> i t  does no t in c lu d e  implements o f  husbandry or sp ec ia l m obile equipment;

mailto:Mary_Marshburn@admin.state.ak.us
mailto:Mike_Krieber@legis.staie.ak.us


February 6, 2002

P.O. Box 772024 
Eagle River, Alaska 99577 
dmcbride@ alaska.net 
694-2095 (hm)
786-3633 (wk)

I am writing in regard to the recent revelation regarding the statutory requirement for a 
driver’s license to operate a snow machine. Along with virtually everyone else in the 
State, I became aware of this after reading the February 5 article in the ADN.

I am strongly opposed to the content of this regulation. It appears both obvious and 
logical that the “motor vehicles” referenced in the driver’s license statute are vehicles that 
can be lawfully driven on either roads or elsew here -  cars, trucks, and motorcycles. This 
has been the universal and practical application o f this statute for 24 years. I find it hard 
to believe that law makers in 1978 intended to preclude all unlicensed drivers from 
driving snow machines, A TV ’s, o r motorized boats under all circum stances;

Further, I am offended and appalled by the m anner in which DNR and DOT chose to 
k handle this matter. After researching this question, both departments apparently prepared 

a brochure to provide notice for im plem entation o f this requirement. After a 24-year 
hiatus, prudent public policy and com m on sense w ould dictate bringing this issue to the 
attention of the Governor and Legislature for direction. Instead, the entire snow 
machining public was “inform ed” during m id-season via a confusing article in which the 
degree o f enforcement is questionable and appears to be selective by agency.

The callous manner in which this was handled directly affected the lives of three young 
men in our Boy Scout Troop. I am an Assistant Scout M aster in charge of planning a 
snow machine trip for our troop. W e successfully conducted a snow machine trip lo 
Yentna Roadhouse last year. To qualify for this trip, we use a minimum age o f 13, and 
mandatory completion or the Ft. R ichardson snow machine safety course. We had 
already finalized this year’s roster when we learned o f the licensing requirement. At 
tonight’s meeting, I had to inform the three under-aged Scouts that they could no longer 
attend this trip. No matter our personal feelings in this matter, we are the Boy Scouts of 
A merica and duty to Country directly speaks to abiding by the law. *

This law is bad public policy and needs to be fixed? Requiring a driver’s license to 
operate the broadest possible definition o f m otor vehicles on all public lands is a travesty. 
If, after research and due public process and review, a minimum qualification for snow 
machines and ATV ’s is needed; then clearly define the settings in which those 
qualifications apply.

I look forward to your immediate attention to this m atter and would appreciate a reply.

Doug McBride

mailto:dmcbride@alaska.net
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6400 Peppertree C i r c le  
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

FEB 1 9 REC'D
February 10, 2002

Representat ive V ic  Kohring 
Alaska State Cap i to l 
luneau, Alaska 99801
Re: Repeal o f  L icens ing Requirement f o r  opera t ion  o f  Snowmachines and 
ATV’ s
Dear Representa t ive Kohring:
Thank you so much f o r  in t ro duc in g  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  repeal the l i c e n s in g  
requirements f o r  the opera t ion  o f  snowmachines and ATV’ s. ( I  hope the 
a r t i c l e  t h a t  I  read was accurate s ince i t  was in  the Anchorage Da i ly  
News which, as you are we l l  aware, i s  known f o r  extremely biased 
repo r t ing  i f  not o u t r i g h t  fa lsehoods regard ing motorized rec rea t ion  
and c e r ta in  e lec ted rep resen ta t ives  t h a t  oppose t h e i r  ph i lo sophy . )
My w i fe  and I  and our grandson were shocked to  lea rn  t h a t  we were 
lawbreakers o f  the so -ca l le d  law and had been f o r  a number o f  years 
and w i l l  cont inue to  be u n t i l  the law i s  repealed. Our grandson, who 
does not have a d r i v e r ’ s l ic ense  f o r  opera t ion  o f  a car o r  l i g h t  
t ru c k ,  operates a snowmachine w i th  my w i fe  and I .  We have r idden 
toge the r f o r  several years a t  such places as Big Lake, Hatcher Pass, 
Eureka, Lake Louise and the A r c t i c  Man near Paxson. I f  t h i s  so- 
ca l le d  law has been on the books s ince 1978, I  guess we may have been 
lawbreakers back then when the grandson’ s mom was young and rode 
snowmachines w i th  us before her and her s i s t e r  were l icensed  to  
operate a car.
As anyone w i th  any sense w i l l  r e a l i z e ,  a car d r i v e rs  l icense  on ly  
a t t e s t s  to  an in d iv id u a ls  a b i l i t y  to  operate a car or l i g h t  t r u c k  on 
paved roads and has l i t t l e  i f  any to  do w i th  proper o r  respons ib le  
opera t ion  o f  a snowmachine or ATV. I  assume the law was enacted 
dur ing the e a r ly  days o f  the rad ica l  env i ronm en ta l is ts  who w i l l  go to  
any extreme to  l i m i t  o r  out law every motorized o f f - r o a d  veh ic le  
in c lu d in g  boats, he i .c op te rs  or p r i v a t e l y  owned a i r c r a f t  and now 
punishes the law -ab id ing  c i t i z e n .



In Bush Alaska, snowmachining i s  bas ic  t r a n sp o r ta t io n .  In  the re s t  
o f  Alaska, snowmachining i s  a fam i ly  o r ien ted  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  re s u l t s  
in  respons ib le  young adu l ts .  The best t ime to  i n s t i l l  these values 
i s  dur ing the pre- teen years. I f  these youngsters are not a l lowed to  
operate a snowmachine or ATV u n t i l  they are l icensed to  operate a car 
on the p u b l ic  road, i t  w i l l  ru in  a spo r t  as a fam i ly  a c t i v i t y .  A l l  
o f  the k ids th a t  p a r t i c i p a te  in  the mini-snowmobile races w i l l  be 
lawbreakers and b ig b ro the r  government w i l l  cont inue to  take away the 
freedoms o f  Alaskans which, u n fo r tu na te ly ,  i s  the goal o f  some in  
t h i s  s ta te .

Thank you f o r  not l e t t i n g  t h i s  happen and please keep up the good 
work by s e t t in g  such an e x ce l le n t  example as an e lec ted 
rep resen ta t i  ve.

P.S. Enclosed i s  a page from a na t iona l p u b l i c a t io n  fe a tu r in g  an 
a r t i c l e  and p ic tu re  o f  a fam i ly  l i v i n g  in  White Mountain, Alaska th a t  
has made snowmachining a fam i ly  a f f a i r  and are now a l l  lawbreakers o f  
the so -ca l le d  law.

Cc. Senator Loren Leman
Representat ive L isa Murkowski 
Senator Ben Stevens 
Representat ive Andrew Halcro 
Anchorage Snowmobile Club 
MatSu Motor Mushers Snowmobile Club 
Alaska State Snowmobile Assoc ia t ion  
Alaska Boating Assoc ia t ion

S ince re ly  Yours,

Mark and Lucy T e i t z e l
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H E ’ S HOOKED
This is our grandson. Jay Lura, of Hawley, Minn. His 

pride and joy is his Z 120. The lake in our backyard was 
already open when we had a laic April snowstorm in 2001, 
and Jay was very happy to have another day of riding. He 
loves looking at his dad and grandpa's Pride magazine; his 
dad, grandpa and ihrec uncles all ride Arctic Cat snowmo­
biles, and his dad has an Arctic Cat four-wheeler. The look 
on his face says it all: He’s hooked!

BETTY LURA 
HAWLEY, MINN.

“1 i'M

r  
1 '

Y O U R  I  L E T T E R S

A HOMETOWN TOUR
Sue’s new Z 440 only had 20 

miles on it when we arrived in 
Th ief R iver Falls, M inn . We 
checked into our hotel room 
and went to the Arctic Cat plant 
to register for the Hometown 
Tour. Because Sue was a rookie, 
we decided to sign up for the 
50-mile ride.

After meeting our group and 
getting on our way, Sue was lag­
ging behind. Our guide stopped 
so everyone could catch up, and 
she asked me if anything was 
wrong. I told her Sue was new to 
snowmobiling, and the guide 
responded by slowing the pace. 
By the end of the 50 miles Sue 
had done it a ll but she was 
exhausted. Some fast-talking con­
vinced her to take the tour of the 
Arctic Cat plant, after which she 
talked to an Arctic Cat employee 
about being new to snowmobil­
ing. She gave Sue lots of good rid­
ing advice that really helped. 
Some of us who have been riding 
awhile don’t think of the little 
things that make a difference.

Two thumbs up to the peo­
ple at Arctic Cat. And hats off to 
the officials that led the rides. 
You were fantastic. We’re all 
looking forward to the 2002 
Hometown Tour.

SUE C-UNDER, GREG VARNESS & 
TIM WOLTMAN 

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS, MINN.

I N  T H E  B U S H
: -lyiy wife and I are .tea'chers in VVhite.

■[.i. .'v.Mountain grid have fiVed on the Seward .
. .Peninsula for the I a s t l  0 yo a rs. Alt H o u gh 

; hot for everyone, Move the "bush1’ lifestyle ■ ;
• and roajly love thb country and people

<*• l-f} " * V,V> . J \\\< '  ";• '.here. Orieipt the many benefits of jiving in....
'• A.Vijhlte •(tfibuntaln-;is.4thjit'ii*s-a gas ’stop (dr .

the iron ‘Dog, and I’ve been lucky to meetjb
v .racers like Kirk Hibbertand Stott Dayis^ v;,;

Our son Ben is-’d real stuntman pn hjs;.
; new-Z 120, and'o’ur ddughter Cate i i
' hoqked, tool Hdr. 1995 Kitty Cat.has been .

rabujltjarld.rapajrited just forher. •>-•••> - ’

•v: ■■ ’There ere-- no'’-ratios'- to; White
■ Motmfain, so we often travel by snowmd-.
bile. I'tnjdst tickled with.my pevy 600 EFI

v  LE-IViob'ntain Cat. It's: packed with tools- ’
' and sujyiyaf gearj end J use it.for huntmg,,;
. .transportation'and'reereation. Our ATctic

m  •••" A.,: .ipCats are-very reliable'and have.always
returned us home safely; lit the bush; our
lives depend on our snowmachines: •
Arctic Cat has alvyays built dependable vi
■machines that have been .a Oery Important
part of our family. •

•A- :": v; J " < JASON CURRIER •.
‘ W hite mountain, Alaska;-, •

PRIORITIES
1 have been going to Bistcho Lake on the Alberia-Nortlnvest 

Territories border to ice fish since 1 was 12. Needless to say, when I met 
my future husband, Chris, he became part of our family’s annual trip. 
Last March was the first year 1 missed the outing, but I had a good 
excuse: I was pregnant! I was due April 5, 2001, and not able to bear the 
five-day snowmobile trip hundreds of miles from the nearest hospital.

We have a 1998 ZR 500 and a 1999 ZR 700, and we also purchased 
a Kitty Cat two years ago. Being Cat lovers, people weren't shocked to 
hear, “No, the baby room isn’t ready, but we have a Kilty Call" We 
are proud Cat owners and w ill pass the pride to our children!

CHRIS, HOLLY & COLE DRADER 
TANGENT, ALBERTA

MN 56701, or via o-mnll ot Jluslgnan&arctlccatlnc.com and wo'll print a sampling In each Issue. P r id e  O EC EM B ER  2001 5



Tyler Small (13) ol Eliot, Maine, has 

turned his love for snowmoblllng Into the 

strength he needs to help heat cancer.

S N O W  A N G E L

My dad and I were up at 
Maine Medical ill it day gelling 
my hydration lo prepare my 
body for the three different 
chemotherapy treatments I get 
every three weeks. 1 get very 
sick when I receive them and 1 
have to stay in the hospital for 
two to three days afterward.

When we're gelling close lo 
the hospital I go into this really 
sad state and I get so down it's 
hard lo describe. Cut when my 
mom came to relieve my dad 
she had your package, and it 
was amazing. 1 just felt so good 
inside when 1 opened your gift; 
my dad couldn't believe the 
change in my altitude. He 
stayed with me while I went 
through the wonderful things 
you sent me.

I'm battling a fast-spreading, 
rare form of cancer called rhab­
domyosarcoma. It attacks my 
body's soft muscle tissue and 
progresses very rapidly tluough 
my body. I found a lump in my 
body Just after my football sea­
son ended and I thought maybe 
it was something that happened 
to me during football. But I 
showed it to in)’ parents and 
they brought me to the doctors 
and it all went downhill from 
there. I was diagnosed in

December 2000 wilh the dis­
ease.

I turned 12 in November 
2000, and for my birthday my 
dad got me an new Arctic Cat Z 
370 snowmobile. After I was 
diagnosed, I was afraid I wasn't 
going to be able lo ride my new 
machine. It was a very sad time 
for in i’ family and inc. I had two 
surgeries; the first one around 
Thanksgiving and the second 
right after Christinas, when they 
removed a chain of lymph 
nodes.

I was in the hospital Tor two 
weeks with several tubes com­
ing out of my body. I thought 
that I was going to die, but 
everyone just kept praying and 
slowly I fell better.

When I returned home, 
there was about four inches of 
snow in the field behind my 
house and I saw my Cat silling 
in the shed. I just had to get out 
there and try it for the very first 
lime. My parents were very ner­
vous because I have a port in 
my chest so the doctors can 
access me easier.

My parents finally gave in 
when I promised to take it 
slow. I put on my gear and 
went out to sec my sled for the 
first time since my surgery.

Away we went! I couldn't 
believe how that ride lifted me 
up. I was free at last!

After ni)’ folks saw how 
snowmobiling was changing my 
attitude, they let me go and go.
It was great! My dad and I start­
ed going on weekend trips, 
which helped me get my 
strength back after the eliemo 
treatments.

We do all of our sled busi­
ness through Bob and Helen at 
Rochester Sports. They are the 
greatest people, and I love to go 
by their shop and talk with 
Helen. She has gotten me 
involved in fall events, and I'm 
so excited! I tell her of my 
dreams of going to Thief River 
Falls and louring the factory. 
And it would he really cool lo 
get involved in Arctic Cat's 
apparel catalog! My biggest

dream in the whole world 
would be riding a 2003 
Mountain Cat 500. That would 
be unbelievable because I love 
the long-track.

Again, thank you and all the 
folks at Rochester Sports for all 
that you’re doing for me. Your 
support inspires me to keep 
going and to beat this thing. 
Please pass this on to others 
who are involved wilh helping 
me. You all arc great people, and 
1 don’t want to leave anyone 
out. (gg,

Editor's Note: Tyler's mom 
informs its tlutt lie competed in 
grass drag "time tria ls" in New 
Hampshire this fa ll and loved it. 
Good Inch, Tyler, from  everyone 
in the Arctic Cat fam ily . Happy 
I Jilt birthday.

TELL US YOUR STORY
We'd like lo sliaie your story with olliui Prn/o readeis. It can be about snow 

niobllmg, ATVs or anything related to these sports. We'll pilot Ihe liesl samples 
here, in Your Story. Stones should be typewritten and run between BOO- 1,000 
words, and should also include photography. We reserve the tight lo edit stones 
It needed. Please Include your lull name, address and phone number on your 
submittance. II your story Is chosen tor publication, you'll receive an Arctic Cat 
sweatshirt or equivalent, Please send your story to:

E r n i e  Magazine, Your Story. P O. Box 810, Th.ut River t ails. MN, BO701.

Y O U R  S T O R Y
B y  T y le r S m all 
E lio t, M ain e

My nam e is Tyler Small, and 1 received a package 
of Cat’s Pride items a few weeks ago. Thank you 
so m uch -  it arrived just in time lo cheer me up.
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Thanks Stan for your thoughts. I'll keep them in mind as we address this issue. 

Vic Kohring

Stan Justice wrote:

I am glad to see the legislature finally begin to tackle the snowmachine 
issue but HB 397 is a simple solution to a complex problem. In Wasilla as 
in Fairbanks snowmachines turn the community bike paths and trails into a 
thrill sport arena driving other users into the protection of their cars.

Snowmachines are dangerous motor vehicles and some type of drivers license 
should be required! In Fairbanks we had a 13 year old kid on a snowmachine 
hit by a car. If there had been an enforced age limit the parents might 
have had a chance to keep their child safe.

Simply removing the license requirement will make a bad situation worse.

Stan Justice 
1750 Reed Circle 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

ffsrj@uaf.edu

(907)479-5017

2/15/2002 7:53 PM
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T a l k i n g  P o i n t s

February 21,2002

Background:
Committee reviewed the DOT WINTER TRANSPORTATION STUDY last session.

Committee recognizes the importance of snow machines and other off-roads vehicles for 
basic transportation in many parts of Alaska

This DOT study identified the existing laws regarding snow machine use in Alaska, 
including the need for operators to have licenses....implying that a minimum age of 16 
applies to driving a snow machine.

A review of the statutes show that driver’s licenses are also required for operating all 
motor vehicles on ALL public properties.

This issue came into the public focus due to the headline story in the Feb 5lh ADN

HB 397, as filed, merely eliminates the need for a driver’s license to operate a 
snowmachine. It does not address ATV’s, boats, or airplanes.

Discuss Proposed CS
Proposed CS differs greatly from the original bill:

• It applies to all types of motor vehicles operated off-road.

• A driver’s license is still required to operate any type of motor vehicle, snow 
machines included, on roads. (Rationale: if you are going to be on the roadway, 
you need to know how driving rules and laws apply in order to operate safely)

ISSUES to be Discussed
• Should the law be changed so that off-road uses do not require a driver’s license?

• Should there be a law requiring a minimum age to operate any type of motor 
vehicles (ATV’s, boats, airplanes, snowmachines) even when used off-road?

• Should there be a “safety certification” instead of a driver’s license requirement in 
order to operate motor vehicles off-road?

• Should the State establish a “safety education” program for various motor 
vehicles (similar to the “boating safety” program run by the State)?



Suggested Issues to Discuss

• Should the law be changed so that off-road uses do not require a driver’s license?

» Should there be a law requiring a minimum age to operate any type of motor 
vehicles (ATV’s, boats, airplanes, snowmachines) even when used off-road?

• Should there be a “safety certification” instead of a driver’s license requirement in 
order to operate motor vehicles off-road?

Should the State establish a “safety education” program for various motor 
vehicles (similar to the “boating safety” program run by the State)?



[Fwd: Vic Kohring's Bill]

Subject: [Fwd: Yic Kohring's Bill]
Date: Tue, 26 Feb 2002 12:37:04 -0900 

From: Mike Krieber <M ike_Krieber@ Iegis.state.ak.us> 
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Rynnieva Moss < Rynnieva_M oss@ legis.state.ak.us>

fy i

Subject: Re: Vic Kohring's Bill
Date: Tue, 26 Feb 2002 12:30:32 -0900 

From: "David A. Bunzow" <sndabl @alaska.edu>
To: M ike Krieber <M ike_Krieber@ legis.state.ak.us>

Mike:
Thank you for helping me to understand this legislation and its history. I would have to say that it makes a 
lot more sense now that you provide this information. The slate from which I recently relocated (Idaho) has 
tried to make progress through citizen's groups, but without much success: Perhaps you have "seen" their 
sad response to the Yellowstone fiasco; they are joining the snowmobile manufacturer's lawsuit against the 
NPS for banning snowmobiles from the park, when the real issue relate to something totally different.

I appreciate your taking the time and effort to help educate me. I will do my citizen's duty and pass on the 
information you have provided.

Thanks! To both you and Vic

David

Mike Krieber wrote:

Welcome to Alaska and thank you for your comments David.

As you know, the legislation that Rep. Kohring is proposing will eliminate the requirement for obtaining a 
vehicle (car) driver's license to operate all types o f motorized vehicles. Obviously this existing 
requirement would eliminate those under 16 years old from using them as well as place hardships on those 
in rural communities that don't have access lo DMV offices, or to cars for that matter. We should not be 
telling people to look the other way and disobey the law. Rep. Kohring's bill fixes this problem. (Please 
note that the bill that unanimously passed out of the Transportation Committee will STILL requires 
driver's licenses to operate all types o f motor vehicles on the roadways and vehiclular ways (parking lots) 
and ONLY where such right-of-way operations are approved by the local government.)

Regarding safety: During our teleconferenced nearing last Thursday, the issues o f operator safety, impact 
to/illegal trespassing o f private property, and the illegal use on roads were discussed at length by 
witnesses and the committee members.

One o f the com m ittee members, Rep. Beverly Masek, introduced and passed the existing snowmobile 
registration & fee law a few years ago. She discussed the many private groups that provide safety training 
now, some o f that training resulted from her legislation. (There is no operator's licensing or training 
REQUIRED.)

I o f 3 2/26/2002 2:22 I'M
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[Fwd: Vic Kohring's Bill]

We had Jim Stratton, the Director o f the DNR Division o f Parks testify addressing what action the 
"SnoTrak" citizens group was taking regarding recommending a safety/education program (s). He 
reported that over the past year the group lias started their efforts. Their next meeting is in April. He was 
optimistic that the group would be making recommendations to the Legislature next year. J would 
anticipate that the recommendations could be extended to ATV's/dirt bikes. (FYI, there is already a state 
boating safety & registration program overseen by DNR.)

The committee did not believe that the Legislature should take unilateral action to create a new 
safety/education/certification/licensing/registration program while a statewide citizens/users group effort 
was underway. In the meanwhile, the committee took action to eliminate the "criminal & disobedience" 
aspects o f  the existing law.

FYI, the bill will next be heard in the House State Affairs Committee (Rep. John Coghill - chair), probably 
in mid-March. Rynnieva is the State Affairs Committee aide.

Thanks again for your input..

"David A. Bunzow" wrote:

As a fairly new resident to the State of Alaska, I wanted to 
"weigh in" on this issue. I come from a state with a large 
number o f snowmobiles, aircraft and pleasure boats as well, 
and my reasoning for general opposition to Vic's HB 397.

1 strongly support the licensing o f pleasure craft and their 
ow ners/operators when used on public lands, as a method to 
help financially support response agencies and their critical 
activities. Search and Rescue activities are costly emergency 
operations that the general public should not be encumbered 
with as part o f  their financial obligation. If the people in Alaska 
choose to partake in these high-risk activities, they should also 
take 011 the responsibility for ALL costs associated with their 
rescue. Licensing fees should go lo support these response 
agencies and their missions.

I do A G R E E  that people should not be required to obtain an 
automobile license to operate these vehicles, but I do not see 
his support for the additional licensing requirements. Clearly, 
there are special skills involved with operating these vehicles 
that are not related to driving an automobile. However, that is 
also important that owners/operator: have insurance, possess 
minimum skills and capabilities that must be demonstrated, 
and observe a set o f laws and regulations that protect safety 
o f  the rest o f the public.

1 hope Vic Kohring will reconsider his position and withdraw or 
propeily amend his bill to address these critical issues raised 
above.

2 of 3 2/26/2002 2:22 PM



I Fwd: Vic Kohring's BiJl]

David A. Bunzow CET; CHMM; REM 
University of Alaska 
Many Traditions One Alaska 
Statewide Office o f Risk Management 
Environmental, Health and Safety Manager 
1-907-471-5005 (phone)
1-907-47^ -5634 (fax) 
sndab 1 @aiaska.edu 
www.alaska.edu/swrisk/
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University o f Alaska 
Many Traditions One Alaska 
Statewide Office o f Risk Management 
Environmental, Health and Safety Manager 
1-907-474-5005 (phone)
1-907-474-5634 (fax) 
sndab 1 @alaska.edu 
www.alaska.edu/swrisk/
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IN THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  C O M M I T T E E

O ffe re d :
R e f e r r e d :

S p o n s o r ( s ) :  H O U S E  T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  C O M M I T T E E

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to driver licensing requirem ents." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.15.011(b) is am ended to read:

(b) Every person exercising the person's privilege to drive [,] or exercising any 

degree o f  physical control o f  a m otor vehicle upon a highw ay [, V EH ICULAR W AY ; 

OR YREA, OR OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY IN THIS STATE.] is required to have I 

in the possession o f  the person a valid A laska driver's license issued under the 

provisions o f  this chapter for the type or class o f  vehicle driven, unless expressly 1 

exem pted by law from this requirement.

CS FO R  H O U SE B IL L  NO. 397(TR A)

-1 - C S IIB  3 9 7 (T R A )
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Interim:
600 East R ailroad  A venue 
W asillla, A laska 99654 
907-373-1842  
Fax -9 0 7 -3 7 3 -4 7 2 9

Session:
Sta te  C apito l Building, R oom  421 

Juneau , A laska 99801-1182 
(907) 465-2186  

Fax: (9 0 7 )4 6 5 -3 8 1 8

Representative Vic Kohring
D istrict 2 6

SPONSOR STATEMENT

HOUSE BILL 397

In 2001, the Alaska Department of Transportation released its Winter Transportation Study. The House 
Transportation Committee reviewed the study during the 2001 session.
Initially, the study was to address snow machine issues in the Fairbanks area but immediately grew into a 
statewide study. DOT reviewed the existing laws and regulations and determined that many enforcement 
officers and the general public were not aware of existing requirements. DOT concluded that a serious 
effort is needed to clarify and improve these laws and to promote more responsible snowmobiling.

Snowmobiles are defined as “motor vehicles” and are subject to those laws. As such, snowmobile 
operators are required to possess a valid Alaska driver’s license to “operate upon a highway, vehicular 
way or area, or other public property.”
The original version of this bill merely exempts snowmobile operators from needing a driver’s license. 
The proposed committee substitute bill instead seeks to end a state legal requirement for operators of all 
types of off-road motor vehicles (boat, plane, all-terrain vehicle, or snowmachines) to have an automobile 
driver’s license to operate on public properties, other than on roads. The bill would not affect existing 
laws requiring vehicles driven on-road to have minimum equipment, such as brake lights and turn signals.

For state government to require a person to pass a test to drive a car appears to have nothing in common 
with running a boat on a lake or river, flying a plane, or riding an ATV while hunting. Those who depend 
on snowmobiles, boats, and ATVs for basic transportation to work, hunt, and fish in many parts of Alaska 
need to have their rights protected.

Having a driver’s license has nothing to do with safe operation of an off-road vehicle. If safety is the 
concern, then the focus needs to be on safety, not on requiring a driver’s license.



APPLICABLE LEGAL DEFINITIONS

HB 397

Sec. 28.40.100. Definitions for title.

(7) "driver" means a person who drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle;

(8) "driver's license" or "license," when used in relation to driver licensing, means a 
license, provisional license, or permit to drive a motor vehicle, or the privilege to drive or 
to obtain a license to drive a motor vehicle, under the laws of this state whether or not a 
person holds a valid license issued in this or another jurisdiction;

(13) "motor vehicle" means a vehicle which is self-propelled except a vehicle moved by 
human or animal power;

(11) "highway" means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way that is 
publicly maintained when a part of it is open to the public for purposes of vehicular 
travel, including but not limited to every street and the Alaska state marine highway 
system but not vehicular ways or areas;

(19) "roadway" means that portion of a highway designed or ordinarily used for vehicular 
travel, exclusive of the sidewalk, berm, or shoulder, even though the sidewalk, berm, or 
shoulder is used by persons riding bicycles or other human powered vehicles; and in the 
event that a highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term refers to each 
roadway separately but not to all such roadways collectively;

(25) "vehicular way or area" means a way, path, or area, other than a highway or private 
property, that is designated by official traffic control devices or customary usage and that 
is open to the public for purposes of pedestrian or vehicular travel, and which way or area 
may be restricted in use to pedestrians, bicycles, or other specific types of vehicles as 
determined by the Department of Public Safely or other agency having jurisdiction over 
the way, path, or area.
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What the ... ? Snowmobilers need a driver’s license
a THAT'S RIGHT: Troopers, 
other officials surprised 
to find that’s the law.
Dy RICHARD MAUER 
Anchoiage Dally News

For years, stale officials liavc said 
that the only rules preventing young­
sters from operating snowmachines 011 public lands arc the ones set by 
their parents.

Continued from A-l
trict attorney's office, the maximum penally is 
a year in jail and a $5,000 fine.

The brochure has been circulating for about 
a month.

.Kevin Hite, president of the Alaska State 
Snowmobile Association, said he didn’t want to.'

Now they say Uiat's been wrong all 
along. • • •

Two slate agencies have produced 
a brochure that says In no uncertain 
terms that a driver’s license is re­
quired to operate a snowmobile or 
all-terrain vehicle anywhere except 
on private properly.

ment In stale parks, said he was em­
barrassed that it was a revelation to 
him as well — even though, he has 
since found out, Uic law has been on 
the books since 1978.

"It's not unheard of for reguIaUons 
to lie In the shadow-." Panarese said. 

"Wc expected U.ul this would raise

parlment of Transportation.
"It's been there all along? Wow!" 

said Dr. Stephen Tower, an Anchor­
age orthopedist who has studied 
snowmobile accidents and lias ar­
gued that the high-powered ma-

clcd than on auto, that makes a lol of 
sense," Tower said.

Wilh IG the minimum age for n 
driver's license in Alaska — u person 
can get a learner's permit ut 14 but 
requires immediate supervision by u

Many Alaska State Troopers say some eyebrows," said Jim Renkert, 
that's news to them. Pete Panarese, llic chief snowmobile trails official at 
a Department of Natural Resources Natural Resources. His office co-pro-
officiol who oversees law enforce- ducedtlie brochure with the slate De- limes more dangerous per initclrav-

chines are loo dangerous for most licensed driver — people across llie 
children to operate. Even if it has not state are routinely committing mis- 
been enforced, lie said, he is pleased demeanors, winter nnd summer, 
to sec slate law seems to agree. According to the Anchorage din-

"For a motor vehicle that's 10
See /luck I'aKc, SHOWMACMIHES

slate." The definition of "motor vehicle" else­
where in the law was so broad that it clearly in­
cluded snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles.

Still skeptical. Prusak found a case in which 
a judge read the law the same way and held 
that the operator of an all-terrain vehicle need­
ed a license.

The winter transportation study, with help 
from the Anchorage planning firm of Land Dc-

Though Wllmes faces more serious charges, 
troopers Sgt Rick Terry said Monday that lie 
had not planned to also charge Wilmes with op­
erating a snowmachine wilhoul a license.

."1 haven’t heard of that," Teriy said.
Nor had the Palmer post trooper lieutenanL 

‘That's news to.me" LL Randy Hahn said. “I 
comment on the brochure until he got more In-" don't know that Vvc have been told that or yivori
formation. He said he knew state officials had; tlic direction to cilforcethaL"'; '.   0___________
been contemplating including the provision on".,?;.' Paul Prusak,1.thelnorthem region planning- sign North, wiU include a compilation of snow- 
licensing. manager for the Department of Transporta- mobile rules from 30 northern stales and other

Troopers spokesman Greg Wilkinson, him- tion, discovered the law about a year and a half jurisdictions. Most stales and provinces alio v
self taken by surprise, snid the new inlerpreta- . ago as part of nn expanding study of winter children too young for a license to operate a
tion of the old law will probably have lilde effect,, transportation.' • . . ■ snowmachine with a special permit after tak-
given that it is "not a high enforcement priority." The study began in '1997, when groups in ing safety classes.

That especially holds true in the Bush, he Fairbanks asked for authority to groom bike
said, where few people have licenses and snow- trails for winter snowmachine traffic. Some
mobiles and ATVs are the chief mode of over-, trails had signs saying they could be used by
land travel. Even in the stale's recreation hot .snowmobilers.,

But in researching the issue, Prusak and a 
department attorney .found stale law prohibits 
motorized Imflic on lire trails, winter orsummcr.

•Prusak wondered what other surprises 
were In the law. He discovered that the state's 
driver’s license statute .covers operation of a 
"motorvchlcle" not only on roads or rights of 
way but also on "other public property in this

spots, like the Big Lake area, troopers are un 
likely to enforce the law unless a snowmobile 
operator is behaving badly, he said.

Many troopers aren't aware of the law. • 
Eric M. Wilmes, the Big Lake mnn accused 

of driving the snowmachine that struck and 
killed a pedestrian near Houston in October, 
had his driver's license suspended until 2005.

In 2000, after reviewing alarming statistics 
on accidental injuries and deaths of children, 
the American Academy of Pediatrics recom­
mended liia l stales not allow children younger 
than IG to operate snowmobiles at all and not to 
let them operate ATVs unless they have a driv­
er’s license. The organizallt irged that train­
ing programs be put in place u r older teens.

Prusak said Alaskans probably won't want 
their slate lo be one of the most restrictive 
places when it comes to snowmobiling. They 
expect the state's nine-member Snowmobile

required

■ LICENSE REQUIREM HIT
’Every person {incising Use person's pdvllego lo 
drive, or exercising any degree ol physical control ol > 
motor vehicle upon a highway, vehicular way oi area, 
or olher public properly In Uils slate, Is required lo 
have In Ihe possession ol the person e valid Alaska 
drivel’s license.... There are no eiempllons lor 
snowmobiles In Alaska Statute.*

■ MOTOR VEHICLE
The delinilion ol 'moloi vehicle' Includes oil 
snowmobiles andAIVs."

SMvlkAWt 3a/«ir tm , PAt Arvl 
3031 300J* U* At*\k4 *<4 W-«
AJitAi Oviuon of «vl OutrivkKW H«r««ji*i

FOH INailROM / D**, K«.»
Trails Advisory Committee to begin discussing 
new rules that could be presented lo the Legis­
lature and replace current law.
P Repo<1«( RktunJ Mauer an b« readied it nmuefOadn com or 
257-4345. Reporter S J. KomamlttVy contilbtrted lo (hit U07.
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W inter Transportation Study Summary

I. B a c k g r o u n d

T h e  A la sk a  D e p a r tm e n t o f  T ra n s p o r ta tio n  &  P u b lic  F a c il i t ie s  (A D O T & P F )  o v e rse e s  a p p ro x im a te ly  5 ,0 0 0

th e  ro a d w a y  su rfa c e . H o w e v e r ,  o th  :r a c t iv it ie s  a lso  o c c u r  w ith in  th e  s ta te  h ig h w a y  r ig h ts  o f  w a y  in c lu d in g  
b ic y c l in g  an d  w a lk in g , a n d  in c re a s in g ly  in th e  w in te r ,  sn o w m a c h in in g , d o g  m u sh in g  a n d  c ro s s  c o u n try ' 
sk iin g . M o s t o f  th e se  o f f - th e - ro a d  a c t iv it ie s  a re  a lo n g  th e  c o n tig u o u s  h ig h w a y  sy s te m  a re  fo r  r e c re a t io n a l  
p u rp o s e s ,  e s p e c ia lly  in th e  R a il  B e lt  A re a . F o r  m a n y  y e a rs ,  th e s e  o f f - ro a d  w in te r  u se s c o e x is te d  w ith  l it t le  
c o n c e rn  o r c o n flic t ,  b u t to d a y  th e  s i tu a t io n  h as  b e c o m e  fa r  m o re  c o m p le x .

In 1 9 9 9 , D O T & P F  N o r th e rn  R e g io n  P la n n in g  in itia te d  a W in te r  T ra n s p o rta tio n  S tu d y . T h is  w a s  th e  r e s u l t  
o f  s e v e ra l  e v e n ts  in th e  F a irb a n k s  a rea  in c lu d in g :

❖  G ro w in g  p o p u la r i ty  a n d  p ro m o tio n  o f  s n o w m a c h in in g , e s p e c ia l ly  n e a r  u rb a n  a reas.

♦> R e q u e s ts  m a d e  to  D O T & P F  b y  s n o w m a c h in e  a d v o c a te s  a n d  loca l g o v e rn m e n ts  to  in c lu d e  w in te r  tr a i l  
c o m p o n e n ts  on  v a r io u s  h ig h w a y  c o n s tru c tio n  p ro je c ts .

❖  R e q u e s ts  m a d e  to  D O T & P F  by  lo c a l sn o w m a c h in e  c lu b  m e m b e rs  to  a llo w  a d e m o n s tr a t io n  t r a i l -  
g ro o m in g  p ro je c t in  th e  F a irb a n k s  a re a .

❖  A d v ic e  g iv e n  to  D O T & P F  b y  th e  S ta te  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l 's  O ff ic e  re la tin g  to  liab ility1 is s u e s  a n d  v a r io u s  
u n s a fe ,  a n d  p e rh a p s  ille g a l p ra c t ic e s .

❖ G ro w in g  c o n c e rn s  e x p re s s e d  b y  th e  p u b lic  a n d  n o n -m o to r iz e d  w in te r  tra il u se rs , e s p e c ia l ly  n e a r  u rb a n

W o rk  c o m p le te d  u n d e r  P h a s e  1 in c lu d e d : a  s e r ie s  o f  p u b lic  m e e tin g s ; re se a rc h  o f  c u r re n t  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  
law s a n d  re g u la tio n s  re la te d  to  s n o w m a c h in in g ;  a n d  re se a rc h  o f  law s, p ra c t ic e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  in o th e r  
n o r th e rn  s ta te s  a n d  C a n a d a . P h a se  1 w a s  q u ic k ly  e x p a n d e d  b e y o n d  th e  N o r th e rn  R e g io n  b o u n d a r ie s  a: th e  
r e q u e s ts  o f  re s id e n ts , t ra il  u s e rs  a n d  p u b lic  o f f ic ia ls  in  o th e r  a re a s  w h o  w ere  s t ru g g l in g  w ith  s im ila r  
p ro b le m s .

T h e  W in te r  T ra n s p o rta tio n  S tu d y , P h a se  II is a c o n tin u in g  e ffo rt to  e x a m in e  th e  c h a l le n g e s  fa c in g  th e  S ta te  
o f  A la sk a  an d  th e  p u b lic . S p e c if ic a lly , th e  s tu d y  w ill fu r th e r  e x a m in e  c u r re n t  law s a n d  r e g u la t io n s  a s  th e y  
a p p ly  to  s n o w m a c h in in g  in A la sk a  a n d  w ill a tte m p t to  p ro v id e  so m e  g u id a n c e  fo r s o lv in g  th e  g r o w in g  
p ro b le m s  an d  c o n f lic ts . It w ill g o  on  to  id e n tify  D O T & P F ’s c u rre n t  p o lic ie s  g o v e rn in g  s n o w m a c h in e  u s e  
o f  s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y .

P h a se  II w ill fo c u s  on  th e  c o n tig u o u s  h ig h w a y  sy s le m  a n d  u rb an  a rea s  w h e re  s n o w m o b il in g  a c t iv i t ie s  a re  
g e n e ra l ly  r e c re a t io n -o r ie n te d  a n d  in c id e n ta l  to  ro a d w a y  tra v e l.  T h is  is w h e re  D O T & P F  fa c e s  th e  g re a te s t  
in c re a s e  in p u b lic  sa fe ty  c o n c e rn s , and  th e  g ro w in g  n e e d  to  c la r ify  d e p a r tm e n ta l p o lic y  a n d  le g a l is su e s . 
S o m e  is su e s  w ill  o v e r la p  w ith  a c t iv it ie s  in ru ra l  A la sk a n  c o m m u n itie s  th a t  a re  n o t c o n n e c te d  to  th e  
h ig h w a y  sy s te m , w h e re  s n o w m o b il in g  is  m o re  a c c u ra te ly  c o n s id e re d  a p r im a ry  m e a n s  o f  w in te r  

t r a n s p o r ta tio n .

A . W in t e r  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S tu d y ,  P h a s e  II -  N e w  D i r e c t io n s

W h e n  th e  W in te r  T ra n s p o rta tio n  S tu d y  w a s  in itia te d  in F a irb a n k s , it g re w  ou t o f  th e  sp ir i t  o f  D O T & P F  
w a n tin g  to  im p ro v e  sa fe ty  an d  a c c e s s  fo r  sn o w m a c h in e s  in s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  in th a t a re a . A s  th e  s tu d y  
m o v e d  fo rw a rd  it b eg an  to  g o  in to  a s ta te w id e  s tu d y . H o w e v e r , a s  an  a g e n c y  w ith  l im ite d  a u th o r in ' a n d  
re s o u rc e s ,  D O T & P F  n o w  re a liz e s  th a t it c a n n o t g o  m u c h  b e y o n d  th e  s ta tu s -q u o  in t e rm s  o f  p o l ic y  a n d  
a c tio n  w h e n  a d d re ss in g  th e  w id e  ra n g e  o f  is su e s . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  th e  h a rd  fa c t  is th a t D O T & P F  is n o t  in th e

m ile s  o f  h ig h w a y s  an d  ro a d s . T ra i sp o r ta tio n  on  th e s e  fa c i li t ie s  is p re d o m in a n tly  m o to r  v e h ic le  t r a v e l  o n

a re a s .



b u s in e s s  o f  p ro m o tin g  sn o w m a c h in e  use . A lth o u g h  s n o w m a c h in e s  m a y  h a v e  a le g itim a te  tra n s p o r ta tio n  
fu n c tio n , a s ig n if ic a n t  p o r tio n  o f  th e  in te re s t  in im p ro v in g  tra ils  a n d  a c c e s s  fo r  sn o w m a c h in e s  c o m e s  fro m  
th e  g ro w in g  p o p u la r i ty  o f  re c re a t io n a l  u se . T h is  s tu d y  ra is e s  so m e  im p o r ta n t c o n c e rn s  a b o u t sn o w m a c h in e  
a c c e s s  a n d  sa fe ty ' th a t,  w h ile  th ey  a re  n o t w ith in  D O T & P F ’s p o w e r  o r  re s o u rc e s  to  a d d re ss , p o s i t iv e ly  a ffe c t 
th e  w a y  s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  are  u se d  a n d  th e  fu tu re  o f  s n o w m a c h in in g  in  th e  s ta te .

A s s ta te d  a b o v e , th e  s tu d y  w a s  o rig in a lly ' a d d re s s in g  s n o w m a c h in e  is su e s  in th e  F a irb a n k s  a re a , b u t it so o n  
g re w  in to  a s ta te w id e  s tu d y . A f te r  se e in g  th e  in c re a se d  n u m b e r  o f  s n o w m a c h in e  a cc id e n ts  a n d  fa ta li t ie s  
th is  se a so n  a n d  re v ie w in g  th e  s ta tu te s  a n d  c o d e s , A D O T  &  P F  re a l iz e d  th a t m a n y  o f  th e  i s :u e s  a t h a n d  are  
fa r  b e y o n d  th e  p u r v ie w  o f  A D O T  &  P F ’s a u th o r ity . W ith  th is  in m in d , it w a s  d e c id e d  th a t th e  fo c u s  o f  th e  
S tu d ) ' w o u ld  s p e c if ic a l ly  a d d re ss  A D O T  & P F 's  leg a l re s p o n s ib i li t ie s  re g a rd in g  sa fe  trav e l on  its h ig h w a y  
fa c ili t ie s . It w a s  a ls o  d e c id e d  th a t th e re  w as  a n e ed  fo r m o re  e d u c a tio n  re g a rd in g  th e  e x i t i n g  la w s  an^, 
re g u la tio n s  th a t  a p p ly  to  sn o w m a c h in e s .  A s a re su lt, th is  s tu d ) ' w ill c re a te  a n d  d is tr ib u te  
e x is tin g  law s a n d  re g u la tio n s .

B. C o a ls

G o a l # 1: T h e  p r im a ry ' g o a l o f  th e  W in te r  T ra n s p o rta tio n  S tu d y , P h a se  II is to  id e n tify  an d  c la r ify  th e  
A la sk a  S ta tu te s  (L a w s )  a n d  A d m in is tra t iv e  C o d e s  (R e g u la t io n s )  a s  th e y  a p p ly  to  sn o w m a c h in in g . 
A d d i t io n a l ly ,  it w ill s p e c if ic a l ly  id en tify ' A D O T  &  P F ’s leg a l r e s p o n s ib i li t ie s  in p ro v id in g  s a fe  tra v e i  o n  its  
h ig h w a y  fa c ili t ie s . T h e se  re s p o n s ib i li t ie s  a n d  th e  re la te d  liab ility ' is su e s  m a y  t ra n s la te  in to  in f le x ib i l i ty  o n  
th e  p a r t o f  A D O T  &  PF . It is im p o r ta n t th a t th e  liab ility ' is su e s  a re  c le a r ly  u n d e rs to o d  b y  u se rs , e s p e c ia l ly  
w h e re  th e y  a re  tr a n s la te d  in to  law s a n d  re g u la tio n s .

D u r in g  th e  c o a r s e  o f  th is  s tu d y  it b e c a m e  c le a r  th a t  th e  g e n e ra l  p u b lic , p u b lic  o f f ic ia ls  a n d  e v en  
e n fo rc e m e n t o f f ic ia ls  a re  n o t  fu lly  a w a re  th e  e x is tin g  la w s  a n d  re g u la tio n . A  se r io u s  e ffo r t is n e e d e d  w ith in  
th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  to  c la r ify  a n d  im p ro v e  th e s e  law s a n d  re g u la tio n s  a n d  p ro m o te  m o re  re s p o n s ib le  

s n o w m o b il in g .

G o a l s  2 : T h e  s e c o n d a ry  g o a l is to  look  at th e  m a n y  a c c e s s , s a fe ty , a n d  m a n a g e m e n t issu es  s p e c if ic  to  
s n o w m a c h in e  u se  a lo n g  s ta le  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  a n d  d e v e lo p  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  th a t  m a y  be im p le m e n ta b le  
u n d e r  D O T & P F 's  le g a l a u th o r i ty  a n d  w ith in  th e  d e p a r tm e n t’s re so u rc e s .

M u l e  b ig g e r  is su e s  n e e d  to  be  a d d re s s e d , m o st o f  th e se  e x te n d  fa r  b e y o n d  D O T & P F 's  a u th o rity ’ ( i .e .,  s a fe ty  
e d u c a tio n , law  e n fo rc e m e n t,  and  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t a s so c ia te d  w ith  w in te r  re c re a t io n a l  a c t iv i t ie s ) ,  a n d  
r e q u ire  in s te a d  th a t th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  u se r  o rg a n iz a t io n s , sp e c ia l  in te re s t g ro u p s ,  an d  lo ca l g o v e rn m e n ts  
w o rk in g  to g e th e r  w ith  s ta te  a n d  fe d e ra l a g e n c ie s  to  p ro m o te  c o m p re h e n s iv e ,  p ro a c tiv e  s o lu t io n s  th a t 
s u p p o r t  th e  g ro w in g  p o p u la r i ty  o f  sn o w m a c h in in g  in A la sk a .

II S n o w m a c h in e s  in S t a te  R ig h ts - o f - W a v :  C u r r e n t  L a w s  a n d  R e g u la t io n s

A . A D O T & P F 's  L e g a l  A u t h o r i ty  &  R e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s

T h e  A la sk a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T ra n s p o rta tio n  nnd  P u b lic  F a c ili tie s  (A D O T & P F )  is e s ta b lish e d  b y  A la sk a  
S ta tu te  (A S )  as an  a g e n c y  o f  th e  s ta te 's  e x e c u tiv e  b ra n ch  o f  g o v e rn m e n t [A S  19 .05 - 19 .25]. U n d e r  s ta te  
law , "T h e  d e p a r tm e n t [A D O T & P F ] is r e sp o n s ib le  fo r th e  p la n n in g , c o n s tru c tio n , m a in le n a n c e , p ro te c tio n  
a n d  c o n tro l o f  th e  s ta te  h ig h w a y  sy s te m "  [A S  1 9 .0 5 .0 1 0 ] . In a d d it io n , " th e  d e p a r tm e n t  sh a ll a d o p t  
n e c e s s a ry  re g u la t io n s  to  c a rry  o u t th e  p u rp o se  o f  A la s k a ’s s ta tu te s  th a t g o v e rn  s ta te  h ig h w a y s  a n d  ro a d s "
[A S  1 9 .0 5 .0 2 0 ] , S u c h  re g u la tio n s  b e c o m e  p a n  o f  th e  s ta te 's  A la sk a  A d m in is tra t iv e  C o d e  ( A A C -* [A S  
4 4 .6 2 ] ,  S o m e  o f  th e  b a s ic  a u th o r i t ie s  o f  A D O T & P F  a re  fo u n d  in th e  A la sk a  A d m in is tra t iv e  C o d e  u n d e r  
“ T itle  17; H ig h w a y s  a n d  F e rr ie s " , a n d  in c lu d e  th e  fo llo w in g :

* "A  h ig h w a y  sy s te m  c o n s is t in g  o f  su c h  fa c ili t ie s  as th e  c o m m is s io n e r  [A D O T & P F ] m a y  d e s ig n a te  sh a ll  
b e  th e  k n o w n  as th e  A la sk a  H ig h w a s  S y s te m ."[1 7  A A C  0 5 .0 1 0 (a ) ]



• T h e  d e p a r tm e n t h a s  th e  fo llo w in g  d u tie s :  "d ire c t a p p ro v e d  h ig h w a y  p la n n in g  a n d  c o n s tru c t io n  a n d  
m a in te n a n c e ,  p ro te c tio n s  a n d  c o n tro l  o f  h ig h w a y s!"  [17  A A C  0 5 .0 3 0 (1 )]

• T h e  d e p a r tm e n t m a y : " (4 ) a c q u ire  r ig h ts  o f  w a y  fo r  p re se n t o r fu tu re  u se ; (5 ) c o n tro l a c c e s s  to  
h ig h w a y s ;  (6 )  re g u la te  ro a d s id e  d e v e lo p m e n t ; . . .  ." [1 7  A A C  0 5 .0 4 0 ]

R e g u la t io n s  g o v e rn in g  A D O T & P F ’s a u th o r i ty  o v e r  s ta te  h ig h w a y s , r ig h ts  o f  w a y , a n d  fa c i li t ie s  a re  la rg e ly  
c o n c e rn e d  w ith  p ro te c tin g  th e  t r a v e lin g  p u b lic , th e  sa fe ty  an d  in te g rity  o f  a h ig h w a y 's  d e s ig n  a n d  
c o n s tru c tio n , th e  p u b lic  in te re s t, a n d  th e  b es t in te re s ts  o f  th e  s ta te . F o r  m a n y  y e a rs , o f f - ro a d  w in te r  u se s , 
in c lu d in g  sn o w m a c h in in g , c o e x is te d  w ith  little  c o n c e rn  fo r o r  c o n flic t w ith  th e s e  in te re s ts . H o w e v e r ,  
s e v e ra l th in g s  h a v e  b e e n  h a p p e n in g  in A la sk a  th a t ra is e  c o n c e rn s  fo r A D O T & P F :

1) S n o w m a c h in in g  is b e c o m in g  m o re  p o p u la r , e s p e c ia lly  in  p ro x im ity  to  p o p u la t io n  c e n te r s  (F a irb a n k s , 
A n c h o ra g e , W as illa ) ;

2 )  N e w  g e n e ra tio n s  o f  s n o w m a c h in e s  a re  e x tre m e ly  fa s t an d  p o w e rfu l, a n d  p o s e  a h ig h e r  d e g re e  o f  d a n g e r  
b o th  to  u se rs  a n d  to  o th e r  t ra ff ic . A fa ta l a c c id e n t o c c u rre d  th is  w in te r  in a ro a d  r ig h t-o f -w a y  w h e re  th e  
o p e ra to r  w a s  tra v e ll in g  u p w a rd  o f  e ig h ty  m ile s  p e r  h o u r. Y e t, ev en  th e  le g a l sp e e d  l im it, w h ic h  m o s t 
s n o w m a c h in e  r id e rs  m o re  s e n s ib ly  d r iv e  b e lo w  ( th a t a re  c o m p a ra b le  to  a u to  tra f f ic  l im its )  m a y  b e  to o  fa s t  
fo r sa fe  tra v e l w h en  n o  s n o w m a c h in e -s p c c if ic  d e s ig n  s ta n d a rd s  ex is t o r  h a v e  b e en  a p p lie d  to  ro a d  ^ je u ld e :  
th a t a ls o  h o u se  u til i tie s , l ig h tp o le s , s n o w b e rm s , v e g e ta tio n  an d  o th e r  u n in te n d e d  o b s t r u c tio r * '* ’’w ’ ‘ '

3 )  In A la sk a ,  v e ry  fe w  p r iv a te  sn o w m a c h in e  tra ils  o r t ra il  e a se m e n ts  h a v e  b e e n  p ro te c te d ,  espetSfiflly n e a f  
p o p u la t io n  c e n te rs . T h is  d e - fa c to  c o n c e n tra te s  sn o w m a c h in e  a c t iv it ie s  in s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  w h e f ^ r e l s s '  
re m a in s  le g a l, e s p e c ia lly  as m a n y  c o m m u n itie s  h a v e  o u tla w e d  use  o f  lo c a l r o a d s ’ r ig h ts - o f - w a y  fo r l ia b ili ty  
an d  s a fe ty  re a so n s . W h ile  s n o w m a c h in e r s  an d  A D O T & P F  m ig h t b o th  p r e fe r  to  see  s p e c ia l  s n o w m a c h in e  
tra ils  d e v e lo p e d  a w a y  fro m  th e  ro a d  c o rr id o rs , e s p e c ia lly  a lo n g  ro a d s  c a r ry in g  h e a \ y  t r a f f ic  v o lu m e s  a n d  
w h e re  d r iv e w a y  an d  ro a d  c ro s s in g s  a re  c o m m o n , th e  tre n d  is in th e  o p p o s i te  d ire c tio n .

4 )  A D O T & P F  faces s h r in k in g  b u d g e ts ,  a n d  h a s  lim ite d  re so u rc e s  to  a d d re s s  b a s ic  m a in le n a n c e  a n d  ro a d  
im p ro v e m e n t issu es . T h e  d e p a r tm e n t d o e s  no t h a v e  th e  re so u rc e s  to  im p ro v e  a c c e s s  fo r  sn o w m a c h in e s  
( e x c e p t  in " B u s h "  A la sk a ) ,  p r im a r i ly  b e c a u se  fe d era l fu n d s  c an n o t b e  u s e d  fo r  s n o w m a c h in e - s p e c if ic  
im p ro v e m e n ts . E v en  w h e n  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  k n o w s  a b o u t " tro u b le  sp o ts” , o r  a re a s  w h e re  a s e p a ra te  c ro s s in g  
m ay  p ro v id e  a b ig  im p ro v e m e n t, its h a n d s  a re  tie d  b e c a u se  o f  the  l im ita t io n s  o r  re s tr ic t io n s  on  fu n d in g .

5) A lack  o f  a w a re n e s s  a n d 'o r  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  b as ic  sn o w m a c h in e  s a fe ty  la w s  b y  o p e ra to r s  is 
c o m p ro m is in g  the  s a fe ty  o f  a ll c o r r id o r  a n d  r ig h t-o f -w a y  u se rs . A la sk a  h a s  on  its b o o k s  a  n u m b e r  o f  law s  
w h ic h , i f  c o m p lie d  w ith , w o u ld  p ro v id e  a b a se lin e  fo r sa fe  s n o w m a c h in e  u se  in s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y .  M a n y  
s n o w m a c h in e  u se rs , a n d  s o m e tim e s  e v e n  s ta te  tro o p e rs  a d m it th ey  a re  n o t  c le a r  o n  w h a t  a ll th e se  law s  a re . 
W h e re a s  m u lt ip le  o th e r  s ta te s  h a v e  b o th  m an d a to ry  e d u c a tio n  an d  te s t in g  on  s ta te  la w s , a n d  a d d it io n a l ly  
p u b lish  g u id e b o o k s  w ith  s ta te  law s  a n d  ru le s  o f  th e  ro a d , A la sk a  c u r re n tly  d o e s  n e i th e r  o f  th e s e . O f  s p e c ia l  
c o n c e rn  is th e  lack  o f  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  th e  re q u ire m e n t to  h o ld  a d r iv e r s ’ l ic e n se  in o r d e r  to  o p e ra te  in s ta te  
r ig h ts -o f -w a y . In c re a s in g ly , u n lic e n s e d  y o u n g  r id e rs  a re  i lle g a lly  u s in g  s n o w m a c h in e s  in s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -  
w a y  a s a m e a n s  fo r a c c e s s  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  no t o ld  e n o u g h  to  legally  d r iv e  a car.

T ra n s p o r ta tio n  vs. R e c re a tio n

R ig h ts -o f -w a y  a lo n g  s ta te  ro a d s  a re  an  im p o rta n t and  leg a l m e a n s  o f  a c c e s s  fo r  m a n y  s n o w m a c h in e r s  in 
A la sk a . In m a n y  c a se s , it s im p ly  a llo w s  s n o w m a c h in e s  to  g a in  a c c e s s  to  sp e c if ic  r e c re a t io n a l  a re a s , a n d  to  
th e ir  h o m e s  a n d /o r  p r iv a te  p ro p e rty  th a t a re  no t a c c e s s ib le  th ro u g h  a n y  o th e r  w ay , A s s u c h ,  t r a d it io n a lly ,  
A D O T & P F ’s re so u rc e s  a n d  e f fo r ts  h a v e  b een  c o n c e n tra te d  c h ie f ly  on  m a k in g  s n o w m a c h in e -o r ie n te d  

a cc ess  s a fe r  th ro u g h  th e  fo llo w in g :

T h e  d irec t fu n d in g  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  tra i lh e a d s  in a rea s  a d ja c e n t  to  r e c re a t io n a l  la n d s  t hat 
p ro v id e  sn o w m a c h in e rs  w ith  a c c e s s  to  A la s k a 's  v a s t o p en  s p a c e s  a n d  s n o w m a c h in e -  

sp e c if ic  tra ils ,



A s re c r e a t io n a l  s n o w m a c h in in g  and  ro a d s id e  w in te r  a c t iv it ie s  h a v e  g ro w n  in p o p u la r i ty , A D O T & P F  h a s  
m a in ta in e d  th e s e  e f fo r ts , b u t h a s  b een  c o n s tra in e d  in its a b il i ty  to  a d d re ss  n e w , m o re  lo c a t io n -s p e c if ic  
r e q u e s ts  a n d  c h a l le n g e s ,  su c h  as p ro b le m a tic  in te rs e c tio n s , o r re c re a t io n a l is ts ’ d e s ire s  fo r  sp e c ia l  tra il 
m a in te n a n c e  o r  d e v e lo p m e n t.  A D O T & P F 's  b u d g e ts , e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  m a in te n a n c e , a re  s tre tc h e d  j u s t  to  m e e t 
th e  m o s t  b a s ic  t ra n s p o r ta tio n  n e ed s . T o  m a k e  m a u e rs  m o re  d if f ic u lt ,  s n o w m a c h in e  sp e c if ic  im p ro v e m e n ts  
th a t  c o u ld  s e r v e  s ig n if ic a n t  sa fe ty  p u rp o se s  (su c h  as s n o w m a c h in e  o v e rp a ss e s  o f  h ig h w a y s  a t c r it ic a l  
lo c a t io n s , o r  s n o w m a c h in e - s p e c if ic  p a th w a y s  a n d  c o n tro l le d  c ro s s in g s )  c a n n o t b e  d e v e lo p e d  u s in g  F e d e ra l  
H ig h w a y  F u n d s  o r  th e  T ra n s p o rta tio n  E q u ity  A c t (T E A )-2 1  fu n d in g  th a t is a v a ila b le  fo r  p e d e s tr ia n  a n d  
b ic y c le  t ra il  f u n d in g  a lo n g  h ig h w a y s . T h is  m e a n s  th a t sp e c ia l  s ta te  a p p ro p r ia tio n s ,  re c re a t io n a l  tr a i l  g ra n ts , 
lo ca l fu n d in g ,  o r  u se r  fe e s  a re  th e  k e y  m e a n s  a v a ila b le  fo r  d e v e lo p in g  s n o w m a c h in e -s p e c if ic  im p ro v e m e n ts

A D O T & P F  is in  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  m e e tin g  t ra n s p o r ta tio n  n e e d s , a n d  n o t re c re a t io n a l  n e e d s . A s  lo ca l 
g o v e rn m e n ts ,  s n o w m a c h in e  o rg a n iz a tio n s , a n d  o th e r  e n ti t ie s  w h ic h  c o u ld  p ro m o te  rec re a tio n tff iac i 
b e e n  s lo w  to  d e v e lo p  s n o w m a c h in e  tra ils  o r  re s e rv e  e a s e m e n ts .  A D O T & P F  h as  b e c o m e  s u b je & to ,  
in c re a s in g  p r e s s u r e  to  im p ro v e  s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  fo r r e c re a t io n a l  u se rs . A D O T & P F  d o e s  n o t 
a u th o rity ', th e  m a n d a te ,  o r  th e  re so u rc e s  to  try  to  m ee t th e s e  n e e d s . A lth o u g h  so m e  a rg u e  th a t  
s n o w m a c h in e s  a re  a lte rn a t iv e  fo rm s  o f  tr a n s p o r ta tio n , th is  c a ll c o m e s  la rg e ly  f ro m  u se rs  in p ro x im ity ' to  
p o p u la t io n  c e n te r s  w h e re , b y  d e f in itio n , tra n s p o r ta tio n  is p re d o m in a n t ly  th ro u g h  m o to r  v e h ic le  t r a v e l.  In 
th is  c o n te x t ,  s ta te  fu n d s  a re  s tre tc h e d  to  m e e t b a s ic  ro a d  m a in te n a n c e  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t n e e d s , a n d  f e d e ra l  
fu n d s  to  e n c o u ra g e  “ a l te rn a t iv e  fo rm s o f  t r a n s p o r ta tio n ” c a n n o t b e  u se d  fo r  s n o w m a c h in e -o r ie n te d  
im p ro v e m e n ts .  T h e re fo re ,  A D O T & P F  in p ra c t ic e  trea ts  s n o w m a c h in e  u se  w ith in  th e  u rb a n  a re a s  a s  a 
se c o n d a ry ' a c t iv i ty  th a t c an  re m a in  in th e  r ig h t-o f -w a y  a s  lo n g  a s  it c an  c o e x is t  s a fe ly  w ith o u t e x tra  
e x p e n d i tu re .  M o re o v e r ,  w h e re v e r  u se  o f  s n o w m a c h in e s  c o m p ro m is e s  th e  p r im a ry  tra n s p o r ta t io n  fu n c tio n s  
o f  th e  ro a d  c o r r id o r ,  A D O T & P F  is re q u ire d  lo  p ro te c t  th e  la rg e r  in te re s ts .

R e c o g n iz in g  A D O T & P F 's  l im ite d  a b iii ty  to  re sp o n d  d ir e c tly  to  th e ir  in te re s ts , sn o w m a c h in e  u s e rs  h a v e  
s p e c if ic a l ly  v o lu n te e re d  to  m a n a g e  sp e c if ic  a re a s  a n d  c re a te  im p ro v e m e n ts  th a t  e n h a n c e  s n o w m a c h in e  u se . 

U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  fo r  th e  fo l lo w in g  l ia b ili ty  re a so n s , u n d e r  c u r re n t  s ta te  law  th is  is n o t  an  a c c e p ta b le  o p tio n :

A D O T & P F  a n d  th e  S ta te  a re  u l t im a te ly  r e s p o n s ib le  a n d  lia b le  fo r  th e  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  fac ility '.
T h is  m e a n s  th a t  a ll v o lu n te e r  w o rk  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  o v e rse e n  b y  A D O T & P F  m a in te n a n c e  s ta ff .  
A d d i t io n a l ly  A D O T & P F  is lia b le  fo r  a n y  u n sa fe  c o n d it io n  w h ic h  v o lu n te e rs  m ig h t  u n k n o w in g ly  

c a u s e .
T h e re  is p o te n tia l  fo r  d a m a g e  to  the  f a c i l i ty  (o r  to  a d jo in in g  la n d o w n e rs ' p ro p e rty ')  b y  v o lu n te e rs ,  
a n d  th e  s ta te  n e e d s  to  p ro te c t th is  p u b lic  in v e s tm e n t.
U n s a fe  s i tu a t io n s  c o u ld  d e v e lo p  fro m  v o lu n te e r  w o rk  c re w s  s to p p in g  o r  p a rk in g  o n  o r  a lo n g  th e  

r o a d w a y .

A D O T & P F  is re s p o n s ib le  fo r th e  p la n n in g , c o n s tru c t io n , m a in te n a n c e ,  p ro te c tio n  a n d  c o n tro l o f  th e  s ta te  
h ig h w a y  s y s te m , a n d  fo r h e lp in g  to  re g u la te  sa fe  u se  o f  th e  r ig h ts -o f -w a y .  A D O T & P F  c u r re n t ly  s u p p o r ts  
th e  leg a l a n d  s a fe  u se  o f  s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  b y  s n o w m a c h in e s  th ro u g h  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  t r a i lh e a d  p a rk in g  
a n d  re la te d  f a c i li t ie s .  A D O T & P F  h as  th e  au th o rity ', b u t s im p ly  d o e s  n o t h a v e  th e  re so u rc e s  to  g o  f u r th e r  a n d  
p ro v id e  s n o w m a c h in e - s p e c if ic  m a in le n a n c e , t r a i ls  o r  im p ro v e m e n ts ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w h e n  su ch  an  in v e s tm e n t  
w o u ld  p o te n t ia l ly  in c re a s e  u se  in so m e  a lre a d y  c o n g e s te d  c o r r id o r s  w h e re  m o re  c o m p re h e n s iv e  s o lu t io n s  
a re  n e e d e d  th a t a re  o u ts id e  A D O T & P F ’s au th o rity ' (i .e ., th e  p u rc h a s e  o f  s e p a ra te  tra il e a s e m e n ts  a s  th e  b a s is  
fo r  a  s n o w m a c h in e  tra il sy s le m , safety ' e d u c a tio n , e f fe c tiv e  law  e n fo rc e m e n t ,  e tc .) .  A d d it io n a lly ,
A D O T & P F  c a n n o t a llo w  lo ca l s n o w m a c h in e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  to  p ro v id e  tra il  m a in te n a n c e  fo r  th e  re a s o n s  

c ite d  a b o v e .

B. E x is t in g  S t a te  L a w s  a n d  R e g u la t io n s

S n o w m a c h in e  u se  in A la sk a  is g o v e rn e d  u n d e r  e x is tin g  s ta te  la w  a n d  r e g u la tio n s s ,  w h ic h  a re  e s ta b l is h e d  b y  
th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  a n d  b y  s ta te  a g e n c ie s  to  p ro te c t  p u b l ic  s a fe ty  a n d  p ro p e rty '. L a w s  a n d  
r e g u la t io n s  e x is t  c u r re n tly  w h ic h  d e sc rib e  w h e re  s n o w m a c h in e s  a re  p e rm it te d  o r  p ro h ib ite d  w ith in  s ta te  
r ig h ts -o f -w a y , th e  “ ru le s  o f  th e  ro a d " , s n o w m a c h in e  l ic e n s in g , r e g is tra tio n  a n d  sa fe ty ' e q u ip m e n t 
r e q u ire m e n ts .  In a ll c a s e s , s ta te  law s a p p ly  to  s n o w m a c h in e  a c t iv i t ie s  in  s ta te  r ig h is -o f -w a v .



ll is c r i t ic a l  to  n o te  th a t  a d d itio n a l fe d era l a n d /o r  lo c a l law s m a y  a p p ly  w h ic h  a re  n o t c o v e re d  in th is  s tu d y . 
M o re o v e r ,  w h e re  j u r is d ic t io n s  a re  p re se n t a t the lo ca l lev e l, th e  s ta te  law s  d e sc rib e d  h e re in  m a y  b e  
s t r e n g th e n e d  b y  lo c a l re g u la tio n s  ( fo r  ex am p le , all sn o w m a c h in e  u se  is p ro h ib ite d  on  p u b lic  r i g h ts - o f - w a y -  
s ta te  a n d  lo c a l—w ith in  th e  M u n ic ip a lity ' o f  A n c h o ra g e ) . A d d it io n a lly ,  lo c a l law s th a t a p p ly  to  lo ca l ro a d s  
can  b e  d i f f e re n t  th a n  s ta te  law s, and  m a y  be m o re  l ib e ra l o r  r e s tr ic tiv e  th a n  s ta te  re g u la tio n s  ( fo r  e x a m p le , 
c o n tr a ry  to  th e  law  th a t  a p p lie s  to  s ta te  ro a d s , V a ld e z  a llo w s  s n o w m a c h in e  a c c e s s  on  lo c a l ro a d s . W a s illa  
a n d  K e n a i  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  e x p re ss ly  d isa llo w  sn o w m a c h in e  u se  o f  lo ca l ro a d s  an d  r ig h ts -o f -w a y ) .  A s  a 
f in a l p r e c a u tio n ,  th is  se c tio n  d o e s  n o t d isc u ss  all a p p lic a b le  s ta te  law s , o n ly  k e y  re g u la tio n s  c u rre n tly  on  th e  
b o o k s  th a t  a re  s u b je c t  to  c h a n g e .

S n o w m a c h in e  u s e s  in th e  s ta te  a re  c u rre n tly  c o n tro lle d  u n d e r  tw o  s p e c if ic  se ts  o f  A la sk a n  lega l d o c u m e n ts , 
as fo l lo w s :  1) T h e  A la sk a  S ta tu te s  (A S ) are  the law s p a sse d  b y  th e  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  a n d  s ig n e d  b y  th e  
G o v e rn o r .  T h e  tw o  k e y  a p p lic a b le  t it le s , o r se c tio n s  in c lu d e : T itle  19: H ig h w a y s , T itle  2 8 : M o to r  
V e h ic le s ;  2  ) T h e  A la sk a  A d m in is tra t iv e  C ode  c o n ta in s  th e  r e g u la tio n s  a d o p te d  by  e ac h  s ta te  a g e n c y  a n d  
f ile d  w ith  th e  l ie u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r  as re q u ire d  u n d e r  A S  4 4 .6 2 , th e  A la s k a  A d m in is tra t iv e  P ro c e d u re  A c t. 
K ey  t i t le s  in c lu d e : T itle  11: N a tu ra l R e so u rc e s  (A D N R ), T itle  13: P u b l ic  S a fe ty  (A D P S ) , T itle  17: 
T ra n s p o r ta tio n  &. P u b lic  F a c ili tie s  (A D O T & P F ).

L e g a lly ,  f irs t  a n d  fo re m o s t  s n o w m a c h in e s  a re  “ m o to r  v e h ic le s ”  a n d  a re  su b je c t  to  law s g o v e rn in g  th e m  a s  
su c h . A d d itio n a lly ',  th e y  a re  su b je c t to  law s that s p e c if ic a l ly  a d d re s s  s n o w m a c h in e  ac tiv ity ' an d  a c c e s s .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  is a  d is c u s s io n  o f  w h a t th e  law s g e n e ra lly  m e a n  u n d e r  th e  h e a d in g s , “ A c c e s s ” , “ S a fe ty '1, a n d  
“ M a n a g e m e n t” . A d d it io n a lly ,  a n y  sp e c ia l  issu es, o r  in a d e q u a c ie s  o f  th e  c u rre n t law  a re  d isc u sse d , 
r e c o g n iz in g  th a t e n fo rc e m e n t an d  p u b lic  a w a re n e ss  o f  th e se  law s  is a se p a ra te  issue .

Alaska Statutes (AS) and Alaska Administrative Code (AAC 
as They Apply to Snowmachining

A S  1 9 .0 5 .0 1 0 :  D O T  is to  su p e rv is e  th e  h ig h w a y  sy 's tem . T hey a re  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  p la n n in g , 
c o n s tru c t io n , m a in te n a n c e , p ro te c tio n , a n d  co n lro l o f  th e  s ta te  h ig h w a y  sy s te m .

A S  1 9 .0 5 .0 2 0 . R e g u la t io n s :  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t sh a ll a d o p t  r e g u la tio n s  n e c e s s a ry  to  c a r ry  o u t  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  
A S  1 9 .0 5  - A S  19 .2 5 . T h e  re g u la tio n s  m a y  n o t c o n f lic t  w ith  A S  3 6 .3 0  (S ta te  P ro c u re m e n t C o d e )  o r  
r e g u la tio n s  a d o p te d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  A d m in is tra t io n  to  im p le m e n t th a t  c h ap te r .

A S  1 9 .0 5 .0 3 0 . D u tie s  o f  th e  d e p a rtm e n t. T h e  d e p a r tm e n t h a s  th e  fo l lo w in g  d u tie s :

(1) d ire c t  a p p ro v e d  h ig h w a y  p la n n in g  a n d  c o n s tru c tio n  a n d  m a in te n a n c e ,  p ro te c tio n  a n d  contTol of 
h ig h w a y s ;

A S  1 9 .0 5 .0 4 0 . P o w e rs  o f  d e p a r tm e n t. T h e  d e p a r tm e n t m a y :

(5 ) c o n tro l  a c c e s s  to  h ig h w a y s ;

(6 ) re g u la te  ro a d s id e  d e v e lo p m e n t;

(7 ) p re s e rv e  a n d  m a in ta in  th e  sc e n ic  b e a u ty  a lo n g  s ta te  h ig h w a y s ;

(1 0 )  e n te r  in to  c o n tra c ts  o r  a g re e m e n ts  re la tin g  to  h ig h w a y s  w ith  th e  f e d e ra l  g o v e rn m e n t,  m u n ic ip a l i t ie s ,  a 
p o lit ic a l  su b d iv is io n , o r  w ith  a fo re ig n  g o v e rn m e n t,  i f  th e  c o n tra c t  is a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t;

A S  2 8 .1 5 .0 1 1 , D r iv e rs  m u st be  lic e n sed .



(b )  E v e ry  p e rso n  e x e rc is in g  th e  p e rso n 's  p r iv ile g e  to  d riv e , o r  e x e rc is in g  a n y  d e g re e  o f  p h y s ic a l c o n tro l o f  a 
m o to r  v e h ic le  u p o n  a h ig h w a y , v e h ic u la r  w a y  o r  a rea , o r  o th e r  p u b lic  p ro p e rty ' in th is  s ta te , is r e q u ire d  to  
h a v e  in th e  p o ss e s s io n  o f  th e  p e rso n  a v a lid  A la sk a  d r iv e r 's  l ic e n se  is su e d  u n d e r  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th is  
c h a p te r  fo r  L e  ty p e  o r  c la s s  o f  v e h ic le  d r iv e n , u n le s s  e x p re s s ly  e x e m p te d  by  law  fro m  th is  re q u ire m e n t.

A S  1 9 .1 0 .3 0 0  - 1 9 .1 0 .3 9 9 , D e f in it io n s

(10) ''snowmobile" means a self-propelled vehicle primarily designed or altered for travel on 

s n o w  or ice w he n  supported in part by skis, belts, or cleats; "snowmobile" does not include 

machinery' used strictly for the grooming of snowmobile trails or ski slopes.

A S . 2 8 .3 9 .0 1 0 . S n o w m o b ile  re g is tra tio n .

(a )  E x c e p t  a s  p ro v id e d  in  th is  s u b A S tio n , a  p e rso n  m a y  n o t  o p e ra te  a  s n o w m o b ile  w ith in  th e  s ta te  u n le s s  th e  
s n o w m o b i le  h a s  b een  re g is te re d  a n d  n u m b e re d  a s  re q u ire d  b y  th is  c h a p te r .  R e g is tra tio n  u n d e r  th is  
s u b A S tio n  is n o t  re q u ire d  fo r  a s n o w m o b ile  o w n e d  b y  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .

(b )  A p e rs o n  w h o  v io la te s  (a )  o f  th is  A S lio n  is a u il ty  o f  an in f ra c tio n  a n d  is su b je c t  to  a S 3 0 0  fin e  u n d e r  A S  
2 8 .4 0 .0 5 0  (c ).

A S . 2 8 .3 9 .0 2 0 . A u th o rity ' o f  d e p a r tm e n t;  re g is tra tio n  a g e n ts ;  r e g is tra tio n  a p p lic a tio n s .
(a )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  is a u th o r iz e d  to  a ss ig n  id e n tif ic a tio n  n u m b e rs  a n d  re g is te r  sn o w m o b ile s .

(b )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  sh a ll a u th o r iz e  a g e n ts , in c lu d in g  sn o w m o b ile  d e a le rs , to  re g is te r  sn o w m o b ile s . T h e  
d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  a u th o r iz e  a  s n o w m o b ile  d e a le r  a u th o r iz e d  as an  a g e n t  fo r  sn o w m o b ile  re g is tra tio n  to  is su e  
te m p o r a r y  a n d  p e rm a n e n t  re g is tra tio n s ,  a n d  to  re n e w  re g is tra tio n s .

(c )  A  s n o w m o b ile  d e a le r  s h a ll  re q u ire  a p u rc h a s e r  o f  a  n e w  o r  u se d  sn o w m o b ile  so ld  at re ta il to  c o m p le te  a 
re g is tr a t io n  a p p lic a tio n  a n d  p a y  th e  re g is tra tio n  fee  b e fo re  th e  sn o w m o b ile  le a v e s  th e  d e a le r 's  p re m ise s  
u n le s s  th e  sn o w m o b ile  is  e x e m p t f ro m  re g is tra tio n  o r  a re g is tra tio n  fee  u n d e r  th is  c h ap te r .

(d )  In a  m a n n e r  se t o u t in th is  c h a p te r  a n d  a s  m a y  be  p re s c r ib e d  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t,  an a u th o r iz e d  a g en t 
sh a ll  a c c e p t  a re g is tra tio n  a p p lic a t io n  an d  re g is tra tio n  fee , is su e  a r e g is tra tio n , a n d  fo rw a rd  th e  a p p lic a t io n  
a n d  r e g is tra tio n  fe e  to  th e  d e p a r tm e n t.

(e ) T h e  o r ig in a l  a n d  e ach  re n e w a l re g is tra tio n  fee  f o r a  s n o w m o b ile  is a s  p ro v id e d  u n d e r  A S  2 8 .1 0 .4 2 1 , 
e x c e p t  th a t  th e  fe e  sh a ll b e  m u lt ip lie d  b y  tw o  fo r  a fo u r-v e a r  r e g is tra tio n  a n d  m u lt ip lie d  b y  th re e  fo r  a  s ix -  
y e a r  re g is tra tio n .

A S . 2 8 .3 9 .0 3 0 . P r o o f  o f  o w n e rs h ip  fo r  re g is tra tio n  p u rp o se s .

T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  re q u ire  p r o o f  o f  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e  s n o w m o b ile  b e fo re  re g is te r in g  a s n o w m o b ile  u n d e r  
th is  c h a p te r ,

A S . 2 8 .3 9 .0 4 0 .  I s s u a n c e  o f  a c e r t if ic a te  o f  re g is tra tio n  an d  d e c a ls ;  in sp e c tio n  o f  re g is tra tio n :  e x p ira tio n  o f  
re g is tra tio n .

C hapter 28.39. SNOWMOBILES

A S  2 8 .3 9 .2 5 0 .  D e fin it io n s .



w (a )  U p o n  r e c e ip t  o f  a  c o m p le te d  a p p lic a t io n  fo r  re g is tra tio n  o f  a sn o w m o b ile ,  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a ll  r e c o r d  
th e  r e g is tr a t io n  o f  th e  sn o w m o b ile  u n d e r  a n u m b e r  a s s ig n e d  to  th e  s n o w m o b ile  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t .  A  
n u m b e r  a s s ig n e d  to  a  sn o w m o b ile  at th e  t im e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l re g is tra tio n  m u st re m a in  w ith  th e  s n o w m o b ile  
u n til  th e  s n o w m o b ile  is d e s tro y e d , a b a n d o n e d , o r p e rm a n e n t ly  re m o v e d  from  th e  s ta te  o r  u n til th e  
re g is tr a t io n  n u m b e r  is ch an g ed  o r  te rm in a te d  by  th e  d e p a rtm e n t.

(b )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  sh a ll issu e  a re g is tra tio n  w ith o u t  th e  p a y m e n t o f  a  fe e  i f  th e  s n o w m o b ile  is o w n e d  b y  a 
s ta te  a g e n c y , a  p o lit ic a l  su b d iv is io n  o f  th e  s ta te , o r  a n o th e r  s ta te . T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m a y , u p o n  re q u e s t ,  i s s u e  a 
re g is tr a t io n  w ith o u t  th e  p a y m e n t o f  a fee  i f  th e  sn o w m o b ile  is o w n e d  b y  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .

(c )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  sh a ll, upo n  a s s ig n m e n t o f  a re g is tra tio n  n u m b e r , is su e  a n d  d e liv e r  to  th e  o w n e r  a  
c e r t if ic a te  o f  re g is tra tio n  in a fo rm  p re sc r ib e d  by  th e  d e p a r tm e n t. A c e r t if ic a te  o f  re g is tr a t io n  is n o t  v a lid  
u n le s s  it is s ig n e d  by  th e  p e rso n  w h o  s ig n e d  th e  a p p lic a t io n  fo r  re g is tra tio n .

(d )  A t th e  is su a n c e  o f  the  o rig in a l c e r t if ic a te  o f  re g is tra tio n  a n d  u p o n  re n e w a l, th e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  is s u e  to  
th e  re g is tr a n t  a  v a lid a tio n  d eca l in d ic a tin g  th e  v a lid ity ' o f  th e  c u rre n t re g is tra tio n  a n d  th e  e x p ira tio n  d a te .  A 
v a lid a tio n  d e c a l  m u s t b e  a ffix e d  to  th e  s n o w m o b ile  in th e  m a n n e r  p re s c r ib e d  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t.  A  
sn o w m o b ile  is n o t  valid ly ' re g is te re d  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r  u n le s s  a v a lid a tio n  d e ca l a n d  c u r re n t  r e g i^ jg i io n  
h a v e  b e e n  is su e d  as re q u ire d  b y  th is  A S tio n .

\  J g  n c ^ C ? ‘
(e )  A  s n o w m o b ile  sh a ll  d isp la y  th e  re g is tra tio n  n u m b e r  a s s ig n e d  to  it a t a ll t im e s  in th e  m a i ^ ^ rp r e s c r ^ o d 'kS

b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t.

(f) W h ile  o p e ra t in g  a sn o w m o b ile  th a t is r e q u ire d  to  b e  re g is te re d  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r , a  p e rso n  s h a ll  h a v e  in 
p o s s e s s io n  o r  c a r ry  in th e  sn o w m o b ile  a  v a lid  re g is tra tio n . U p o n  d e m a n d  by  a p e a c e  o f f ic e r  a u th o r iz e d  to  
e n fo rc e  th is  c h a p te r , a p e rso n  o p e ra t in g  a  sn o w m o b ile  sh a ll p ro d u c e  fo r  in sp e c tio n  th e  c e r t if ic a te  o f  
r e g is tr a t io n  fo r  th e  sn o w m o b ile  a n d  fu rn ish  lo  th e  p e a c e  o f f ic e r  a n y  in fo rm a tio n  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  th e  
id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  sn o w m o b ile  a n d  its o w n e r.

(g )  A  s n o w m o b ile  o w n e r  h o ld in g  a c e r t if ic a te  o f  r e g is tra tio n  sh a ll n o t i f y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t in w r i t in g  o f  a  
c h a n g e  o f  re s id e n c e  w ith in  15 d ay s  a f te r  th e  c h a n g e  o c c u rs .

(h )  A  s n o w m o b ile  m a y  b e  re g is te re d  fo r  tw o , fo u r, o r  s ix  y e a rs . A  s n o w m o b ile  re g is tra tio n  e x p ire s  a t th e  
e n d  o f  th e  las t se a so n  fo r  w h ich  it is is su e d . A n  a p p lic a t io n  fo r re n e w a l o f  re g is tra tio n  fo r  th e  s u c c e e d in g  
y 'ears m u s t  b e  m a d e  a t a tim e  and  in a fo rm  p re s c r ib e d  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t.

( i)  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  issu e  a re p la c e m e n t c e r t if ic a te  o f  re g is tra tio n  i f  th e  o w n e r  d e m o n s tra te s  to  th e  
d e p a r tm e n t  th a t  th e  o r ig in a l c e r tif ic a te  h a s  b e en  lo s t, m u ti la te d ,  o r  d e s tro y e d .

A S . 2 8 .3 9 .0 5 0 . T e rm in a tio n  o f  o w n e rsh ip ;  u se d  s n o w m o b ile s  h e ld  fo r  re sa le ;  te rm in a tio n  o f  u se .

(a )  I f  th e re  is a c h a n g e  o f  o w n e rsh ip  o f  a s n o w m o b ile ,  th e  s e l le r  a n d  b u y e r  sh a ll fill ou t th e  t r a n s fe r  o f  
o w n e r s h ip  A S tio n  o f  th e  re g is tra tio n , a n d  th e  s e l le r  sh a ll  s ig n  o v e r  th e  re g is tra tio n  to  th e  n e w  o w n e r .  T h e  
s e l le r  s h a ll  p r o m p tly  su b m it th e  tra n s fe r  o f  o w n e rs h ip  A S tio n  to  th e  d e p a r tm e n t ,  a n d  th e  d e p a r tm e n t s h a ll  
is su e  a n e w  c e r t if ic a te  o f  re g is tra tio n  to th e  n e w  o w n e r .

(b )  T h is  c h a p te r  d o e s  n o t re q u ire  a sn o w m o o ile  d e a le r  to  re n e w  th e  r e g is tra tio n  o f  a u se d  s n o w m o b ile  h e ld  
s o le ly  fo r  p u rp o se s  o f  re sa le  u n til th e  s n o w m o b ile  is re so ld .

(c )  A n  o w n e r  o f  a sn o w m o b ile  re g is te re d  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r  sh a ll n o tify ' th e  d e p a r tm e n t in w r i t in g  o f  th e  
te rm in a t io n  o f  u se , d e s tru c tio n , o r p e rm a n e n t  re m o v a l  o f  th e  s n o w m o b ile  fro m  th e  s ta te  w ith in  15 d a y s  
a f te r  th e  te rm in a tio n  o f  u se , d e s tru c tio n , o r  re m o v a l.

A S . 2 8 .3 9 .0 6 0 .  R e g u la t io n s  a u th o riz e d .



T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  sh a ll a d o p t re g u la tio n s  g o v e rn in g  th e  re g is tra tio n  o f  sn o w m o b ile s  a n d  d is p la y  o f  
re g is tra tio n  n u m b e rs  on  sn o w m o b ile s  a s  m a y  be  n ecessa ry ' to  c a r ry  o u t th is  c h ap te r.

T it le  3 8 . P U B L I C  L A N D

P O L I C Y  F O R  U S E  A N D  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  O F  S T A T E  L A N D  S U R F A C E  

A S  3 8 .0 4 .0 5 0 .  A c c e s s  to  p r iv a te  u se  a rea s .

Wherever state land is surveyed for purposes o f private use. legal rights-of-way and easements 
shall be reserved for access and, where appropriate, for utility sendees to each parcel o f  land. A 
right-of-way or easement shall be located tc assure adequate and feasible access for the purposes 
for which the right-of-way or easement was intended. Where necessary and appropriate for the 
use intended or where required by local subdivision ordinances, the director shall arrange for the 
development o f surface access as part o f the land availability program. The direct cost 
access development shall be borne by the recipient o f  the land unless 
statutes or regulations.

A S  3 8 .0 4 .0 5 5 .  A c c e ss  th ro u g h  p r iv a te  u se  a rea s .

The comm issioner shall resen'e easements and rights-of-way on and across land that is made 
available for private use as necessary' to reach or use public water and public and private land. An 
easement or right-of-way reserved under this AStion shall include trails that have an established 
history' o f  use for commerce, recreation, transportation, or providing access to a traditional 
outdoor activity. In this AStion, "traditional outdoor activity" has the meaning given in AS 
38.04.200 .

A S  3 8 .0 4 .0 5 8 .  R e s tr ic t io n s  o n  e a s e m e n t o r  r ig h t-o f -w a y  u se .

T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  m a y , u n d e r  te rm s a g re e d  to  in w r i t in g  b y  a g ra n te e , le s se e , o r  in te re s t  h o ld e r  o f  s ta te  
lan d , re s t r ic t  th e  u se  o f  an  e a s e m e n t o r  r ig h t-o f -w a y  re se rv e d  u n d e r  A S  3 8 .0 4 .0 5 0  , 3 8 .0 4 .0 5 5 . o r  o th e r  law  
in o rd e r  to  p ro te c t p u b lic  s a fe ty  o r p ro p e r ty .  T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  m a y  n o t a g re e  to  o r  e n fo rc e  a re s tr ic tio n  
u n d e r  th is  A S tio n  u n le s s  th e  re s tr ic tio n  is n a r ro w ly  ta i lo re d  to  a c h ie v e  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f  p u b lic  sa fe ty ' a n d  
p ro p e r ty  w h ile  p re se rv in g  a c c e s s  to  th e  m a x im u m  e x te n t p ra c t ic a b le  a n d  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  m a k e s  a w r itte n  
f in d in g  id e n tify in g  h o w  th e  re s tr ic tio n  w ill p ro te c t p u b lic  s a fe ty  an d  p u b lic  o r  p r iv a te  p ro p e r ty .

A S  3 8 .0 4 .2 0 0 .  T ra d itio n a l m e a n s  o f  a c c e s s .

(a ) T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  m a y  n o t m an a g e  s ta te  lan d , w a te r , o r  lan d  nnd w a te r  so  th a t  a tra d i t io n a l  m e a n s  o f  
a c c e s s  fo r  tra d itio n a l o u td o o r  a c tiv it ie s  is re s tr ic te d  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  p ro te c tin g  a e s th e tic  v a lu e s  o f  th e  
lan d , w a te r ,  o r lan d  a n d  w a te r  o r  is p ro h ib ite d  u n le s s  th e  r e s t r ic tio n  o r  p ro h ib it io n  is

(1 ) fo r  an  a re a  o f  lan d , w a te r , o r  lan d  a n d  w a te r  th a t e n c o m p a s s e s  6 4 0  c o n tig u o u s  a c re s  o r  le ss ;

(2 )  te m p o ra ry  in n a tu re  a n d  e f fe c tiv e  c u m u la tiv e ly  less th a n  e ig h t m o n th s  in a  th re e -y e a r  p e r io d ;

(3 ) fo r  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f  p u b lic  s a fe ty  a n d  p u b lic  o r p r iv a te  p ro p e rty ;

(4) for the development o f natural resources and a reasonable alternative for the traditional means 
o f access across the land, water, or land and water for traditional outdoor activities on other land, 
water, or land and water is available and approved by the commissioner; or

(5 ) a u th o r iz e d  by  ac t o f  th e  le g is la tu re .



(b )  In th is  s e c tio n ;

(1 )  " a e s th e t ic  v a lu e s ” m e a n s  th o se  v a lu e s  th a t e x is t  a s  an e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  so c ia l  o r  c u ltu ra l  v ie w p o in t  h e ld  
b y  a p o r t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n ;

(2 )  " tra d i t io n a l  m e a n s  o f  a c c e s s "  m e a n s  th o se  ty p e s  o f  t ra n s p o r ta tio n  on , to , o r  in th e  s ta te  lan d , w a te r ,  o r  
lan d  a n d  w a te r ,  fo r  w h ic h  a p o p u la r  p a tte rn  o f  u se  h a s  d e v e lo p e d ; th e  te rm  in c lu d e s  f ly in g , b a llo o n in g , 
b o a tin g , u s in g  s n o w  v e h ic le s , o p e ra tio n  o f  a ll - te r ra in  v e h ic le s , h o r s e b a c k  r id in g , m u s h in g , sk iin g , 
s n o w s h o e in g ,  a n d  w a lk in g ;

(3 )  " tra d it io n a l  o u td o o r  a c t iv it ie s "  m e a n s  th o se  ty p e s  o f  a c t iv it ie s  th a t p e o p le  m a y  u se  fo r  sp o rt ,  e x e rc is e ,  
s u b s is te n c e ,  in c lu d in g  th e  h a rv e s t  o f  fo o d s tu ffs , o r  p e rso n a l  e n jo y m e n t,  in c lu d in g  h u n tin g , fish  
tra p p in g ,  g a th e r in g ,  o r  re c re a t io n a l  m in in g , an d  th a t  h a v e  h is to r ic a l ly  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  as p a r t  o  
in d iv id u a l,  f a m ily ,  o r  c o m m u n ity  life  p a tte rn  on o r  in th e  s ta te  lan d , w a te r ,  o r  lan d  a n d  w a te r .

A S  2 8 .3 9 .0 5 0 . T e rm in a tio n  o f  o w n e rsh ip ;  u se d  s n o w m o b ile s  h e ld  fo r  re s a le ;  te rm in a t io n  o f  u se .

(a )  I f  th e re  is a c h a n g e  o f  o w n e rs h ip  o f  a sn o w m o b ile ,  th e  s e l le r  a n d  b u y e r  sh a ll  f ill  o u t  th e  t ra n s fe r  o f  
o w n e r s h ip  A S tio n  o f  th e  re g is tra tio n , a n d  th e  s e l le r  sh a ll s ig n  o v e r  th e  re g is tra tio n  to  th e  n e w  o w n e r . T h e  
s e l le r  sh a ll  p r o m p tly  su b m it th e  tr a n s fe r  o f  o w n e rs h ip  A S tio n  to  th e  d e p a r tm e n t,  a n d  th e  d e p a r tm e n t s h a l l  
is su e  a n e w  c e r t if ic a te  o f  re g is tra tio n  to  th e  n e w  o w n e r .

SPECIAL RULES FOR SNOWMOBILES AND OTHER OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES 

AAC 13 (12.430: APPLICABILITY OF REGULATIONS; PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY'.

•155 o f  th is  c h a p te r .

(b )  E very ' p e rso n  o p e ra t in g  a  sn o w m o b ile  o r  o th e r  o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  u p o n  a h ig h w a y  h a s  th e  r ig h ts  a n d

p ro v id e d  in A S s . 4 3 0  - 4 5 5  o f  th is  c h a p te r , an d  e x c e p t  as to  th o se  p r o v is io n s  o f  th is  c h a p te r  w h ic h  b y  th e ir  

n a tu re  h a v e  n o  a p p lic a tio n .

A A C  13 0 2 .4 5 5 :  O P E R A T IO N  O N  H IG H W A Y S  A N D  O T H E R  L O C A T IO N S .

u n d e r  th e  fo l lo w in g  c irc u m s ta n c e s :

(1 )  w h e n  c ro s s in g  a h ig h w a y  as p ro v id e d  in (f)  o f  th is  A S tio n , o r  w h e n  t r a v e r s in g  a  b r id g e  o r  c u lv e r t  o n  a 
h ig h w a y ,  b u t th e n  o n ly  by  d r iv in g  at th e  e x tre m e  r ig h t-h a n d  e d g e  o f  th e  b r id g e  o r  c u lv e r t  a n d  o n ly  w h e n  th e  
t r a v e r s e  c a n  be  c o m p le te d  w ith  sa fe ty  a n d  w ith o u t  in te r fe r in g  w ith  o th e r  t r a f f ic  on  th e  h ig h w a y ;

(2 )  w h e n  u se  o f  th e  h ig h w a y  b y  o th e r  m o to r  v e h ic le s  is im p o s s ib le  b e c a u s e  o f  sn o w  o r  ice  a c c u m u la tio n  o r  
o th e r  n a tu ra l  c o n d it io n s  o r  w h e n  th e  h ig h w a y  is p o s te d  o r  o th e rw is e  d e s ig n a te d  as b e in g  o p e n  to  tra v e l  b y  

o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le s ;

(3 )  w h e n  h ig h w a y  d r iv in g  is a u th o r iz e d  b y  an  a u th o r i ty  h a v in g  ju r is d ic t io n  o v e r  th e  h ig h w a y , b u t o n ly  in 
a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  re s tr ic tio n s  w h ic h  m a y  be im p o se d  b y  th a t a u th o r i ty  w ith  re g a rd  to  h ig h w a y  u se ; o r

(a )  N o  p a re n t  o r  g u a rd ia n  m a y  a u th o r iz e  o r  k n o w in g ly  p e rm it a  c h ild  to  v io la te  a p ro v is io n  o f  A S s. 4 3 0  -

is s u b je c t  to  th e  d u tie s  a p p lic a b le  to  th e  d riv e r o f  a n y  o th e r  v e h ic le  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r ,  e x c e p t  as o th e rw is e

(a )  A s n o w m o b ile  o r  an o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  m a y  b e  d r iv en  on  a r o a d w a y  o r  s h o u ld e r  o f  a  h ig h w a y  o n ly

(4 )  w h e n  d r iv e n  on  th e  r ig h t-o f -w a y  o f  a h ig h w a y  w h ic h  is n o t  a c o n tro l le d -a c c e s s  h ig h w a y , o u ts id e  th e  
ro a d w a y  o r  s h o u ld e r ,  and no c lo s e r  th an  th ree  fe e t f ro m  th e  n e a re s t  e d g e  o f  th e  ro a d w a y ; n ig h t  d r iv in g  m a y  
b e  o n ly  o n  th e  r ig h t-h a n d  s id e  o f  th e  h ig h w a y  a n d  in th e  sa m e  d ir e c tio n  a s  d ie  h ig h w a y  m o to r  v e h ic le



tra ff ic  in th e  n e a re s t  la n e  o f  th e  ro a d w a y ; n o  p e rso n  m a y  d r iv e  an  o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  w ith in  th e  a re a  
d iv id in g  th e  ro a d w a y s  o f  a d iv id e d  h ig h w a y , e x c e p t  to  c ro s s  th e  h ig h w a y  a s p ro v id e d  in ( f )  o f  th is  A S tio n .

(f) A  s n o w m o b ile  o r  an  o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  m a y  m a k e  a d i re c t  c ro s s in g  o f  a h ig h w a y  i f

(1 ) th e  c ro s s in g  is m a d e  a p p ro x im a te ly  a t a r ig h t  a n g le  to  th e  h ig h w a y  a n d  a t a  lo ca tio n  w h e re  v is ib il i ty  
a lo n g  th e  h ig h w a y  in b o th  d ire c tio n s  is c le a r  fo r  a s u f f ic ie n t  d is ta n c e  to  a s su re  sa fe ty , a n d  th e  c ro s s in g  c a n  
b e  c o m p le te d  s a fe ly  a n d  w ith o u t  in te r fe r in g  w ith  o th e r  t r a f f ic  on  th e  h ig h w a y ; and

(2 ) th e  v e h ic le  is  b ro u g h t  to  a c o m p le te  s to p  b e fo re  c ro s s in g  th e  s h o u ld e r  o r  ro a d w a y , a n d  th e  d r iv e r  y ie ld s  
th e  r ig h t-o f -w a y  to  a ll t r a f f ic  on  th e  h ig h w a y .

(g )  N o  s n o w m o b ile  o r  o th e r  o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  m ay  c ro s s  o r  t ra v e l on  a s id e w a lk , a lo c a tio n  in te n d e d  f o r  
p e d e s tr ia n  o r  o th e r  n o n m o to r iz e d  tra ff ic , an  a lle y , o r  a v e h ic u la r  w a y  o r a re a  w h ic h  is n o t  o p e n  to  
s n o w m o b ile  o r o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  o p e ra t io n , e x ce p t a s  p ro v id e d  in  ( f )  o f  th is  A S tio n .

A A C  13 0 2 .4 8 7 :  D R J V IN G  O N  S ID E W A L K .

N o  p e rso n  m a y  d r iv e  a v e h ic le  on  a s id e w a lk  o r  s id e w a lk  a re a  o th e r  th a n  u p o n  a p e rm a n e n t  o if te m p q ra ry  \ti 
d r iv e w a y , e x c e p t  a s  a  m u n ic ip a lity ' a llo w s  th e  r id in g  o f  b ic y c le s  o n  s id e w a lk s  o u ^sjd e^o fn ^ iu s ih esfs  d istric t'.*

%  J  Vi
A A C  13 0 4 .0 0 1 :  S C O P E  A N D  E F F E C T  O F  R E G U L A T IO N S .

(b )  N o th in g  in  th is  c h a p te r  m a y  be  c o n s tru e d  to  p ro h ib it  e q u ip m e n t re q u ire d  b y  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T ra n s p o r ta tio n  o r  th e  u se  o f  a  p a r t o r  a c c e s s o ry  on  a v e h ic le  n o t  in c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  
p ro v is io n s  o f  th is  c h a p te r .  A  fe d era l m o to r  v e h ic le  safety ' s ta n d a rd  w h ic h  c o n f lic ts  w ith  a p ro v is io n  o f  th is  
c h a p te r  s u p e rc e d e s  th e  p ro v is io n  in th is  c h a p te r  w ith  re s p e c t  to  a  v e h ic le  w h ic h  m u s t c o m p ly  w ith  th e  
fe d e ra l s ta n d a rd .

(c ) T h e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th is  c h a p te r  w h ich  re q u ire  e q u ip m e n t o n  v e h ic le s  d o  n o t a p p ly  to  im p le m e n ts  o f  
h u s b a n d ry , s p e c ia l  m o b ile  e q u ip m e n t, m o to r -d r iv e n  c y c le s , b ic y c le s , o r  sn o w m o b ile s  o r  o th e r  o f f - h ig h w a y  
v e h ic le s , e x c e p t  a s  s p e c if ic a l ly  p ro v id e d  in th is  c h ap te r .

EQUIPM ENT ON SNOWMOBILES .AND OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES 

AAC 13 04.400: LIGHTS AND REFLECTORS.

(a ) A s n o w m o b ile  o r  o th e r  o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  w h ic h  is d r iv e n  d u rin g  th e  t im e s  w h e n  lig h ts  a re  re q u ire d  
b y  A S . 10 o f  th is  c h a p te r  m u s t be  e q u ip p e d  w ith  at lea s t o n e  h e a d lig h t,  a im e d  an d  o f  s u f f ic ie n t  in te n s ity ' to  
re v e a l  p e r s o n s  a n d  v e h ic le s  a t a d is ta n c e  o f  a t le a s t 100 fe e t a h ea d  u n d e r  n o rm a l a tm o sp h e r ic  c o n d it io n s .

(b )  A  s n o w m o b ile  o r  o th e r  o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  m u s t b e  e q u ip p e d  w ith  o n e  re d  lig h t, o n e  s to p -s ig n a l  l ig h t  
an d  o n e  re d  r e f le c to r ,  w h ic h  m u st be  m o u n te d  u p o n  th e  r e a r  o r  re a r  c o w lin g  o f  th e  v e h ic le . T h e  l ig h ts  m u s t  
be v is ib le  f ro m  a  d is ta n c e  o f  at least 1000 fe e t to  th e  re a r . T h e  r e f le c to r  m u s t  be  v is ib le  f ro m  a d is ta n c e  o f  a t 
lea s t 6 0 0  f e e t  to  th e  r e a r  w h e n  d ire c tly  in f ro n t o f  th e  la w fu l  lo w e r  b e a m s  o f  th e  h e a d lig h ts  on  a  m o to r  
v e h ic le  o th e r  th an  a sn o w m o b ile  o r an o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le .

A A C  13 0 4 .4 0 5 :  B R A K E S .

A sn o v ,-m o b ile  o r  o th e r  o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  m u s t  be  e q u ip p e d  w ith  b ra k e s  w h ic h  w ill c o n tro l  th e  
m o v e m e n t,  s to p , a n d  h o ld  th e  v e h ic le  u n d e r  n o rm a l d r iv in g  c o n d it io n s  on  a n y  g ra d e  u p o n  w h ic h  it n o r m a l ly  
m a y  be  d r iv e n , a n d  u n d e r  all co n d itio n s  o f  lo ad in g .

A A C 13 04.410: THROTTLE.



A  s n o w m o b ile  o r  o th e r  o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  o p e ra te d  b y  h a n d  c o n tro ls  m u st be  e q u ip p e d  w ith  a  th ro tt le  o r 
id le  s p r in g  in g o o d  w o rk in g  c o n d itio n  w h ic h , w h e n  re le a se d  by  h a n d , w ill re tu rn  th e  e n g in e  sp e e d  to  id le , 
c lo s e  th e  c a rb u re to r ,  an d  d is e n g a g e  th e  c lu tch .

A A C  13  0 4 .4 1 5 :  M U F F L E R S  A N D  E M IS S IO N -C O N T R O L  S Y S T E M S .

(a )  A  s n o w m o b ile  o r  o th e r  o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le  m u s t  b e  e q u ip p e d  w ith  a c a rb u re to r  in ta k e , e x h a u s t m u ff le r ,  
a n d  an  e m is s io n -c o n tro )  sy s te m  in g o o d  w o rk in g  o rd e r , an d  m a y  n o t  u se  a  m u ff le r  c u to u t ,  b y p a ss  o r  o th e r  
s im ila r  d e v ic e .

( b )  .An e x c e p tio n  to  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  (a )  o f  th is  A S tio n  m a y  b e  m a d e  u n d e r  a  sp e c ia l  ra c in g  p e rm it  a s  
p r o v id e d  in A S  0 5 .3 5 .

A A C  13 0 4 .4 2 0 :  O T H E R  E Q U IP M E N T .

(a )  T h e  fo l lo w in g  e q u ip m e n t is r e q u ire d  o n  a sn o w m o b ile  o r  o th e r  o f f -h ig h w a y  v e h ic le :

(1 )  a re a r  s n o w f la p  in s ta lled  to  d e f le c t d o w n w a rd  a c le a t  o r  o th e r  o b je c t  o r  m a te ria l  w h ic h  m a y  b e  th ro w n  

b y  th e  tra c k  o r  w h e e ls ;

(2 )  a  p ro te c tiv e  sh ie ld  o v e r  a ll m o v in g  p a r ts ;

(3 )  r e f le c to rs  p la c e d  o n  th e  s id e s  o r  s id e  c o w lin g  w h ic h  m e e t th e  s ta n d a rd s  e s ta b lish e d  b y  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  
A u to m o tiv e  E n g in e e r s  in e ffe c t on  th e  e ffe c tiv e  d a te  o f  th is  A S tio n ;

(4 )  w h e n  to w in g  a  s le d  o r  o th e r  o b je c t,  a  r ig id  d ra w b a r  n o  g re a te r  th a n  10 fe e t in t e n g ^ '

(a )  In o rd e r  to  p ro v id e  a c c e s s  th a t is a p p ro p ria te  fo r  sp e c if ic  u se s  a n d  lo ca l c o n d itio n s , th e  d e p a r tm e n t m a y  
c la s s ify  a  ro a d , w h ic h  is n o t p a r t o f  th e  A la sk a  H ig h w a y  S y s te m  d e s c r ib e d  in 17 A A C  0 5 .0 1 0  , as a tra il ,  
b a s ic  a c c e s s  ro a d , p io n e e r  ro ad  o r  c o m m u n ity ' ro a d  u n d e r  (b )  - (e )  o f  th is  A S tio n .

(b )  A tra il m a y  b e  a n y  fo o t p a th  o r  w a y  o p e n  to  p u b lic  u se  as a  m a t te r  o f  r ig h t th a t

(1 )  is n o t m o re  th a n  e ig h t fee t w id e ;

(2 )  is n o t g ra d e d  o r  su r fa c e d ; and

( 3 )  w h o s e  d ra in a g e  im p ro v e m e n ts , i f  a n y , do  n o t m e e t  m in im u m  d e p a r tm e n t s ta n d a rd s  fo r  A S o n d a rv  ro a d s .

(c )  A b a s ic  a c c e s s  ro a d  m ay  b e  a n y  ro a d  o p en  to  p u b lic  u se  as a  m a t te r  o f  r ig h t th a t

(1 )  is a t lea s t e ig h t  fe e t w id e ;

(2 )  h a s  p o r t io n s  o f  its ro u te  g ra d e d  a n d  su rfa ce d ;

(3 )  h a s  d ra in a g e  im p ro v e m e n ts  th a t  do  n o t  m ee t m in im u m  d e p a r tm e n t s ta n d a rd s  fo r  A S o n d a ry  ro a d s ;

(4 )  h a s  s tru c tu ra l  im p ro v e m e n ts  th a t p e rm it  th e  fo rd in g  o f  s tre a m s ;

A A C  T itle  17 H ig h w a y s

(5 j  a sp a rk  a r re s te r .

A A C  17 0 5 .0 3 0 ;  O F F -S Y S T E M  R O A D S .



(5) has no signs indicating road junctions or other road-related inform ation; and

(6 )  p ro v id e s  a c c e s s  to  a

(A )  c a b in ,  h o m e s te a d , o r  lo d g e , o r

(1 )  is a t le a s t  e ig h t  fe e t  w id e ;

(d )  A  p io n e e r  ro a d  m a y  b e  a n y  ro a d  o p e n  to  p u b lic  u se  as a  m a t te r  o f  r ig h t th a t

(B ) m in e ra l  re s o u rc e  e x tra c t io n  site .

(2 )  h a s  p o r t io n s  o f  its ro u te  g ra d e d  an d  su rfa c e d ;

(3 )  h a s  d ra in a g e  im p ro v e m e n ts  th a t do  n o t  m e e t  m in im u m  d e p a r tm e n t  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  A S o n d a ry  ro a d s ;

(5 )  h a s  s ig n s  in d ic a tin g  ro a d  ju n c t io n s  a n d  o th e r  r o a d -re la te d  in fo rm a tio n ;  an d

(6 )  p ro v id e s  a c c e s s  fro m  a

(A )  to w n , v i lla g e  o r c o m m u n ity  to  a lo ca l s ite  u se d  b y  th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  th e  to w n , v i lla g e  o r  c o m m u n i ty ,  o r

(B ) m in e ra l  re s o u rc e  e x tra c tio n  s ite  to a  m in e ra l  re so u rc e  tra n s p o r ta tio n  fa c ility .

(e )  A  c o m m u n i ty  ro a d  m a y  b e  an y  ro a d  o p e n  to  p u b lic  u se  a s  a  m a tte r  o f  r ig h t th a t

(1 )  m e e ts  th e  m in im u m  d e p a r tm e n t s ta n d a rd s  fo r  A S o n d a ry  ro a d s , as se t o u t in th e  A la sk a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
T r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  P u b lic  F a c ili tie s ' H ig h w a y  P re c o n s tru c t io n  M a n u a l, P a n  II, in c lu d in g  th o s e  s ta n d a rd s  
se t o u t  in  c h . 11, A S tio n  1 1 -0 3 .0 6 , D ra in a g e ; a n d

(2 )  p r o v id e s  a c c e s s  f ro m  a

(A )  to w n ,  v i lla g e  o r c o m m u n ity  to  a  loca l s ite  u se d  b y  th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  th e  to w n , v illa g e  o r  c o m m u n ity ,  o r

(B ) m in e ra l  re s o u rc e  e x tra c tio n  site  to  a m in e ra l  re so u rc e  t ra n s p o r ta tio n  fa c ility .

SPEED RESTRICTIONS

A A C  13 0 2 .2 7 5 :  B A S IC  R U L E  A N D  M A X IM U M  L IM IT S .

(a )  N o  p e rs o n  m a y  d r iv e  a  v e h ic le  at a  sp e e d  g re a te r  th a n  is re a s o n a b le  a n d  p ru d e n t  c o n s id e r in g  th e  
tra f f ic ,  ro a d w a y ,  an d  w e a th e r  c o n d itio n s .

(b )  E x c e p t  w h e n  a  sp e c ia l  h a z a rd  ex is ts  th a t  re q u ire s  a lo w e r  sp e e d  fo r c o m p lia n c e  w ith  (a )  o f  th is  
A S tio n , th e  l im its  sp e c if ie d  in th is  su b A S tio n  a re  th e  m a x im u m  law fu l sp e e d s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  s ta te ,  a n d  n o  
p e rso n  m a y  d r iv e  a v e h ic le  a t a  sp e e d  in e x c e s s  o f  th e se  m a x im u m  lim its , u n le s s  o th e rw is e  p o s te d :

(4 ) h a s  s tru c tu ra l  im p ro v e m e n ts  th a t p e rm it  th e  c ro s s in g  o f  n a tu ra l fe a tu re s  su c h  a s  s tre a m s , g u l l ie s  a n d  w e t 
a re a s ;

( 1 ) 1 5  m ile s  p e r  h o u r  in an  a lle y ;

(2 )  2 0  m ile s  p e r  h o u r  in a b u s in e ss  d is tr ic t;

(3 )  2 5  m ile s  p e r  h o u r  in  a re s id e n tia l  d is tr ic t;  o r



(4 )  55  m ile s  p e r  h o u r  on  a n y  o th e r  ro a d w a y .

(e )  T h e  m a x im u m  sp e e d  lim its  se t fo rth  in  (b )  o f  th is  A S tio n  m a y  b e  a lte re d  as a u th o r iz e d  in  13 A A C  

0 2 .2 8 0  .

A S  4 1 .2 1 .8 6 6 . P a th s  a n d  tra ils  a lo n g  h ig h w a y s .

T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  t ra n s p o r ta tio n  an d  p u b lic  fa c i li t ie s  sh a ll a d m in is te r  the  p lan  an d  p ro g ra m  p r o v id in g  
f o r  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  an d  m a in te n a n c e  o f  fo o tp a th s , b r id le  p a th s , b ic y c le  p a th s , sk i tra ils , d o g  s le d  tra i ls ,  
m o to r iz e d  v e h ic le  tra i ls  an d  o th e r  p a th s  an d  tra ils  a lo n g  c e r ta in  d e s ig n a te d  e x is tin g  h ig h w a y s ,  o r  w h e n  a 
h ig h w a y , ro a d  o r  s tre e t  is b e in g  c o n s tru c te d , r e c o n s tru c te d  o r  r e lo c a te d  a f te r  Ju n e  7, 1972 . T ra ils  
e s ta b l ish e d  u n d e r  an  a p p ro v e d  p lan  su b m itte d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  T ra n s p o rta tio n  an d  P u b lic  F a c il i t ie s  
m a y  b e  u se d  f o r  th o se  ty p e s  o f  u se s  w ritte n  in to  th e  p la n . A  u n ifo rm  sy s te m  o f  m a rk in g  th e  p a th s  a n d  t r a i l s  
e s ta b l is h e d  u n d e r  th is  A S tio n  sh a ll b e  e s ta b lish e d  b y  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  t ra n s p o r ta tio n  a n d  p u b lic  
f a c ili t ie s .

(4 8 )  " s id e w a lk "  m e a n s  th a t p o r tio n  o f  a s tre e t b e tw e e n  th e  c u rb lin e s  o r  th e  la te ra l lin e s  o f  a  r o a d w a y  a n d  
th e  a d ja c e n t  p r o p e r ty  lin e s , a n d  in te n d e d  fo r u se  b y  p e d e s tr ia n s ;

(4 9 )  " s n o w m o b ile "  m e a n s  a m o to r  v e h ic le  d e s ig n e d  to  t ra v e l  o v e r  ic e  o r  sn o w , an d  su p p o r te d  in p a r t  b y  
sk is , b ' Its, c le a ts ,  o r  lo w -p re s su re  t ire s ;

A S  1 9 .4 5 .0 0 1 . D e f in it io n s .

(3 )  " c o n tro l le d -a c c e s s  facility '"  m e a n s  a  h ig h w a y  e s p e c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  fo r  th ro u g h  tra ff ic , a n d  o v e r , f ro m , o r  
to  w h ic h  o w n e rs  o r  o c c u p a n ts  o f  a b u tt in g  land  o r  o th e r  p e rso n s  h a v e  e ith e r  no  r ig h t  o r  e a s e m e n t o r  o n ly  a 
c o n tro l le d  r ig h t o r  e a s e m e n t o f  a c c e s s , lig h t, a ir, o r  v ie w ;

(9 )  "h ig h w a y "  in c lu d e s  a h ig h w a y  (w h e th e r  in c lu d e d  in p r im a ry  o r  A S o n d a ry  sy s te m s ) ,  ro a d , s tre e t ,  t ra il ,  
w a lk ,  b r id g e , tu n n e l ,  d ra in a g e  s tru c tu re  a n d  o th e r  s im ila r  o r re la te d  s tru c tu re  o r fa c ili ty , an d  r ig h t-o f -w a y  
th e re o f ,  an d  fu r th e r  in c lu d e s  a fe rry  sy s te m , w h e th e r  o p e ra te d  s o le ly  in s id e  th e  s ta te  o r  to  c o n n e c t  w ith  a  
C a n a d ia n  h ig h w a y , a n d  an y  su ch  re la te d  facility’;

A S  1 9 .1 0 .3 0 0  - 19 .10 .39 ,9 , D e f in itio n s .

(7 )  "h ig h w a y "  m e a n s  th e  e n tire  w id th  b e tw e e n  th e  b o u n d a ry  lin e s  o f  every ' w a y  th a t is p u b lic ly  m a in ta in e d  
w h e n  a p a n  o f  it is o p e n  to  th e  p u b lic  fo r  p u rp o se s  o f  v e h ic u la r  t r a v e l ,  in c lu d in g  b u t n o t l im ite d  to  e v e ry  
s t r e e t  a n d  the  A la s k a  s ta te  m a rin e  h ig h w a y  sy s te m  b u t  n o t v e h ic u la r  w a y s  o r a rea s ;

(8 )  " m o to r  v e h ic le "  m e a n s  a v e h ic le  th a t  is s e l f -p ro p e l le d  e x c e p t a  v e h ic le  m o v ed  b y  h u m a n  o r a n im a l 

p o w e r ;

(1 2 )  "v e h ic le "  m e a n s  a  d e v ic e  in , u p o n , o r  b y  w h ic h  a p e rso n  o r  p ro p e r ty  m a y  b e  tra n s p o r te d  o r  d ra w n  u p o n  
o r  im m e d ia te ly  o v e r  a  h ig h w a y  o r v e h ic u la r  w a y  o r  a re a ;  " v e h ic le "  d o e s  n o t in c lu d e

(1 3 )  " v e h ic u la r  w a y  o r  a rea "  m e a n s  a w a y , p a th , o r  a re a , o th e r  th a n  a  h ig h w a y  o r  p r iv a te  p ro p e rty ', th a t is 
d e s ig n a te d  b y  o f f ic ia l  tra ff ic  c o n tro l d e v ic e s  o r  c u s to m a ry  u sa g e  a n d  th a t  is o p e n  to  th e  p u b lic  fo r  p u r p o s e s  
o f  p e d e s tr ia n  o r  v e h ic u la r  trav e l, a n d  w h ic h  w a y  o r  a re a  m a y  be r e s t r ic te d  in u se  to  p e d e s tr ia n s ,  b ic y c le s ,  o r  
o th e r  sp ec ific  ty p e s  o f  v e h ic le s  as d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  o r  o th e r  a g e n c y  h a v in g  
ju r is d ic t io n  o v e r  th e  w a y , p a th , o r  a rea .

(a )  In  C h a p te rs  0 2 , 0 4 , 06 , an d  08  o f  th is  title , a n d  in A S  2 8 , u n le s s  o th e rw is e  p ro v id e d

A A C  13 40.010: DEFINITIONS.



S u m m a r y

A f te r  re a d in g  th ro u g h  th e  s ta tu te s  a n d  c o d e s ,  it is o b v io u s  th a t so m e  a re  in n e e d  o f  im p ro v e m e n t.  T h e  
p ro b le m  is, th e s e  im p ro v e m e n ts  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e  o v e rn ig h t. H o w e v e r , th e  e x is tin g  law s  a n d  re g u la tio n s  
o v e ra ll  p ro v id e  fo r  r e la t iv e ly  sa fe  r id in g . T h e  p ro b le m  is th a t  th e  s n o w m a c h in e  c o m m u n ity ,  th e  
e n fo rc e m e n t  a g e n c ie s , a n d  th e  g e n e ra l  p u b l ic  a re  n o t a w a re  o f  w h a t th e s e  la w s  a n d  re g u la t io n s  c o v e r . W ith  
th a t  in m in d , th is  s tu d y  w ill  c o n tin u e  b y  ta k in g  a look  a t o th e r  n o r th e rn  ju r is d ic t io n s  a n d  h o w  th e y  h a n d le  
s im ila r  p ro b le m s .

M o st n o r th e rn  s ta le s  a n d  C a n a d ia n  p ro v in c e s  h av e  m a n y  m ile s  o f  m u lt i-u s e  w in te r  tra i ls  a n d  a ls o  a llo w

o r  n o t  o th e r  n o r th e rn  ju r is d ic t io n s ' l2 w s c an  p ro v id e  a n y  s o lu t io n s  o r  id ea s  fo r  im p ro v in g  o u r  o w n  law s, 
e s p e c ia l ly  in a re a s  w h e re  w e  h a v e  d e f ic ie n c ie s .  A s  a re su l t ,  a su rv e y  o f  th e  la w s  o f  e le v e n  s ta te s  a n d  
p ro v in c e s  w a s  c o n d u c te d .

O f  th e  e le v e n  s ta te s  a n d  p ro v in c e s  s u rv e y e d ,  m o st h a v e  sa fe ty ' r e g u la tio n s  in p la c e ,  in c lu d in g :

•  S p e e d  lim its  w h ic h  a re  ta ilo re d  to  s n o w m a c h in e  s a fe ty  a n d  d e s ig n  c o n s id e ra tio n s ;

•  R e q u ire m e n ts  th a t sn o w m a c h in e  u s e r s  y ie ld  to  p e d e s tr ia n s  an d  o th e r  n o n -m o to r iz e d  u se rs , to  tra f f ic  
e m e rg in g  fro m  d r iv e w a y s ,  a n d  to  t r a f f ic  w h e n  c ro s s in g  ro a d s ;

•  S p e c ia l  s n o w m a c h in e - re la te d  DU1 la w s ;

■ A g e  re s tr ic tio n s ;

•  R e q u is ite  s a fe ty  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m s ;

•  S o u n d  lev e l lim its ;
•  R e q u ire m e n ts  th a t  s n o w m a c h in e s  t ra v e l  in th e  d ire c tio n  o f  ro a d w a y  t ra v e l  a f te r  d a rk  in o rd e r  to  n o t 

c a u s e  a u to  tra f f ic  to  b e c o m e  d is o r ie n te d  o r b lin d e d  b y  h e a d lig h ts .

T h is  fo l lo w in g  s e c tio n  lo o k s  lo  se e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e  la w s  o f  o th e r  n o r th e rn  ju r is d ic t io n s  w o u ld  b e  u se fu l  
to  a p p ly  in A la sk a . T h e  p u ll  ou t c h a r ts  in se r te d  fo llo w in g  th is  p a g e  g iv e  a g e n e ra l iz e d  c o m p a r is o n  o f  th e  
law s sp e c if ic  to  s n o w m a c h in e s  th a t  a re  o n  th e  b o o k s  in  o th e r  n o rth e rn  ju r is d ic t io n s .

C ritic a l D if fe re n c e s

A c o n s id e ra tio n  w h e n  lo o k in g  a t o th e r  s la te s ’ law s is to  k e e p  in  m in d  th a t  A la s k a  is u n iq u e  b o th  h  its 
a m o u n t o f  p u b lic  lan d , a n d  its lo w  p o p u la t io n  d e n s ity  a n d  w id e  o p e n  sp a c e s .  A lth o u g h  C a n a d ia n  la w s  a re  
n o t a s  d i r e c tly  a p p lic a b le ,  p la c e s  l ik e  O n ta r io  a re  u se fu l b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  m o re  lik e  A la sk a  in th a t th e y  u se  
sn o w m a c h in e s  w id e ly  fo r  b o th  b a s ic  t ra n s p o r ta tio n  an d  fo r  re c re a tio n .
M o re o v e r ,  s n o w m a c h in e  law s fro m  o th e r  n o r th e rn  ju r is d ic t io n s  re fle c t th e i r  o w n  s ta te s ’ h is to ry ,  s i tu a t io n , 
r e so u rc e s ,  a n d  c u lm ra l v a lu e s . In so m e  c a s e s ,  th is  d i f f e r e n c e  m a k e s  it d i f f ic u l t  o r  im p o s s ib le  to  a p p ly  a law  
o r  d e v e lo p  a p ro g ra m  in  A la sk a  th a t is h ig h ly  e f fe c tiv e  e ls e w h e re .  T h e  fo l lo w in g  d if fe re n c e s  a re  c a se s  in 

p o in t:

1) A la s k a  is th e  o n ly  n o r th e rn  ju r is d ic t io n  th a t d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a sp e c if ic  s ta te w id e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o r  a g e n c y  
s p e a rh e a d in g  a n d  c o o rd in a tin g  s n o w m a c h in e  s a fe ty  p ro g ra m s , a n d  a c t in g  a s  a  k e y  a d v o c a te  fo r 
im p ro v e d  a c c e s s  o p p o r tu n it ie s .  In  m o s t  o th e r  n o r th e rn  ju r is d ic t io n s ,  a  u s e r  g ro u p  (su c h  a s  th e  O n ta r io  
F e d e ra t io n  o f  S n o w m a c h in e  C lu b s )  o r  s o m e o n e  w ith in  th e  e x is tin g  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu ra l  R e s o u rc e s  
ta k e s  on  th is  le a d e r s h ip  ro le . N o t  h a v in g  su c h  an  o rg a n iz a t io n  to  w o rk  w ith  lim its  A D O T & P F  fro m  
p o te n t ia l ly  c o o p e ra t in g  on  w in te r  tra ils - ty 'p e  p ro g ra m s , b e c a u se  th e re  is n o  o n e  le a d in g  th e  w a y  in 
re se rv in g  e a s e m e n ts  a n d  c o o rd in a t in g  to  d e v e lo p  a n e tw o rk  o f  s n o w m a c h in e  t r ? ;ls, o r  ta k e  o n  a ll th e  
n e c e s s a ry  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  su c h  a p ro g ra m  (i.e ., lia b ility ' in su ra n c e , lo c a l m a in te n a n c e  a n d  law

A. Comparisons

III. Northern Jurisdictions

so m e  fo rm  o f  s n o w m a c h in e  u se  in s ta te  o r  p ro v in c ia l  r ig h ts -o f -w a y . A c o n s id e ra tio n  fo r  A la s k a  is w h e th e r



e n fo rc e m e n t ,  fu n d in g , a n d  sa fe ty  e d u c a tio n ) . A  p o te n tia l  m o d e l  fo r  A la sk a  th a t u se r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  m a y  
c o n s id e r  is  th e  V e rm o n t A s so c ia tio n  o f  S n o w  T ra v e lle rs , w h ic h  is e f fe c tiv e ly  a s ta te -w id e  u m b re l la  
o rg a n iz a t io n  w ith  loca l c h a p te rs  th a t h ad  s ig n if ic a n t  p o w e rs  a n d  re sp o n s ib i li t ie s .

2) A  r e la te d  is su e  is th a t in A la sk a  v e ry  fe w  p r iv a te  sn o w m a c h in e  tra i ls  o r  Trail e a s e m e n ts  h a v e  b e e n  
p ro te c te d ,  e sp e c ia l ly  n e a r  p o p u la tio n  c en te rs . In  o th e r  s ta te s , a c c e s s  is a lm o s t e x c lu s iv e ly  fo c u s e d  on  
tra ils  a w a y  fro m  th e  ro a d  sy s te m  w ith  o c c a s io n a l  ro a d  c ro s s in g s  at p o in ts  w h e re  th e re  a re  r e la t iv e ly  
lo w  d a ily  t ra f f ic  v o lu m e s . T h is  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  c h a n g e s  D O T ’s ro le  in o th e r  s ta te s , so  th a t th e  a g e n c y  
h a s  o n ly  m in o r  d e a lin g s  w ith  sn o w m a c h in e  tra f f ic  o r  sa fe ty  is su e s . G e n e ra lly , m o s t  o th e r  n o r th e rn  
ju r is d ic t io n s  h a v e  a d e q u a te  ra n c h  o r fa rm  la n d s  a b b u ttin g  r ig h ts  o f  w a y  th a t  a llo w  re se rv a tio n  o f  
e a s e m e n ts  fo r  sn o w m a c h in e  use . In  A la sk a , la n d  n o t in th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t th a t  is  a lo n g  th e  
r ig h t- o f - w a y  is ty p ic a lly  re s id e n tia l ,  T h u s , in A la sk a , th is  c o n c e n tra te s  o f  s n o w m a c h in e  a c t iv i t ie s  in  
s ta te  r ig h ts - o f - w a y  as sn o w m a c h in in g  b e c o m e s  m o re  p o p u la r , a n d  a s  d e v e lo p m e n t d isp la c e s  t r a d i t io n a l  
lo ca l a c c e s s  ro u te s . I f  th is  tre n d  c o n tin u e s , a t so m e  p o in t s n o w m a c h in e  a c t iv ity  c o u ld  b e g in  to  th re a te n  
th e  s a fe  t ra v e l  o f  o th e r  m o to r  v e h ic le s , w h ic h  w ill fo rce  A D O T & P F  to  fu r th e r  l im it  a cc ess .

3 ) In te rm s  o f  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t, in o th e r  n o r th e rn  s ta te s , lo ca l a u th o r i t ie s  p la y  a s ig n if ic a n t  ro le  in 
o v e r s e e in g  s n o w m a c h in e  u se . In A la sk a , th e  sm a ll  p o p u la t io n  s p re a d  o u t o v e r  v a s t  sp a c e s ,
la c k  o f  lo c a l fo rm s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t in so m e  lo c a tio n s  m e a n s  th a t  m o s t sn o w m a c h in e  u se  is la rj& ly  
u n g o v e m e d  b v  a n y th in g  o th e r  th an  a u s e r s 'ju d g e m e n t  o r  c o u r te s y .  v*

4 )  In A la sk a ,  a n u m b e r  o f  th e  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  a lo n g  th e  c o n tig u o u s  h ig h w a y  sy s te m  a ttra c t u n sa fe  u se  b y  
u n d e ra g e  u s e rs  w h o  are  n o t  o ld  e n o u g h  to  d r iv e  v e h ic le s . O th e r  s ta te s  h a v e  s a fe ty  c o u rse s  a n d  
re g is tra tio n  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  1 2 -16  y e a r  o ld s , a n d  a llo w  th e m  a c c e s s  on  p a r  w ith  th a t o f  an  a d u lt .  
H o w e v e r ,  th e s e  u n d e ra g e  d r iv e rs  a re  g e n e ra lly  tra v e lin g  on  tra i ls ,  n o t  w ith in  a  ro a d  c o r r id o r  w-ith h e a v y  
tr a f f ic  o r  w ith  d r iv e w a y  c ro s s in g s . W h ile  A D O T & P F  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  e d u c a tio n  o f  A la s k a ’s  y o u n g e r  
u se rs , a c c e s s  w ith in  s ta te  r ig h ts  o f  w a y  is in c o m p a ra b le  to  a c c e s s  o n  c a re fu lly  m o n ito re d  s e p a ra te -u s e  
tra ils ,  a n d  A la s k a ’s c u rre n t  law  se rv e s  an  im p o r ta n t  sa fe ty  fu n c tio n .

5 )  O th e r  s ta te s  h a v e  h ig h  n u m b e rs  o f  u se rs  a n d  la rg e  p o p u la t io n  b a se s  th a t p a y  re la tiv e ly  h ig h  ta x e s .  
S n o w m a c h in e  o w n e rs  a n d  r id e rs  "p ay "  s ig n if ic a n t  a m o u n ts  to  s u p p o r t  t ra il  d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  
a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  u se r  p ro g ra m s . U sers  o f ten  p a y  in m u lt ip le  w a y s  in c lu d in g  g a s  ta x e s , r e g is tr a t io n  
fe e s , tra il u s e rs ' fe es  (S 5 0  to  S I 0 0  p e r  y e a r  is n o t  u n c o m m o n ) ,  l ia b ili ty  in su ra n c e , n o n -p ro f i t  
m e m b e rs h ip  d u e s , a n d  th e  lik e . A la sk a  ty p ic a lly  h a s  v e ry  lo w  o r  n o  ta x e s  a t th e  s ta te  o r  lo c a l le v e l, 
a n d  its ' sm a ll  p o p u la tio n  d o e s  n o t h a v e  th e  s a m e  "c r itic a l m a s s "  th a t  w o u ld  a llo w  u se rs  to  f u n d  tra i l  
d e v e lo p m e n t  to  th e  sa m e  d e g re e .

6 ) A la s k a n s  h a v e  w o r ld -c la s s  re c re a t io n a l  s n o w m a c h in in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  on  s ta te  la n d s . W ith  th e  
e x c e p tio n  o f  O n ta r io , o th e r  s ta te s  h a v e  a re la t iv e ly  l im ite d  la n d  b a se . In o th e r  s ta le s , e f fo r ts  to  e s ta b lis h  
tra i ls  a n d  e a s e m e n ts  h a v e  b e en  a b ig  p rio rity ' o f  s n o w m a c h in e  a d v o c a te s , a n d  y e t  w h a t s n o w m a c h in e r s  
e n jo y  in te rm s  o f  n e tw o rk e d  tra ils , th e y  lack  in te rm s  o f  o p e n  s p a c e .

IV. Beyond DOT& PF: The Need fo r C om prehensive Solutions

W h e n  th is  s tu d y  w a s  in itia te d  in F a irb a n k s , it g re w  o u t  o f  th e  s p i r i t  o f  D O T & P F  w a n tin g  to  im p ro v e  sa fe ty ' 
a n d  a c c e s s  fo r  s n o w m a c h in e s  in s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  in th a t a re a . H o w e v e r ,  as an a g e n c y  w ith  l im ite d  
a u th o r i ty  an d  re so u rc e s , D O T & P F  n o w  re a liz e s  th a t  it c a n n o t  g o  m u c h  b e y o n d  th e  s ta tu s -q u o  in te rm s  o f  
p o l ic y  an d  a c tio n . Y e t, as a llu d e d  to  a b o v e , th e  s tu d y  ra is e s  s o m e  im p o r ta n t  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t s n o w m a c h in e  
a c c e s s  a n d  sa fe ty  th a t,  w h ile  th e y  a re  n o t  w ith in  D O T & P F ’s p o w e r  o r  re so u rc e s  to  a d d re s s , a f fe c t p o s i t iv e ly  
b o th  th e  w a y  s ta le  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  a re  u se d  an d  th e  fu tu re  o f  s n o w m a c h in in g  in th e  s ta te . T h e se  a re  
s ig n if ic a n t  is su e s  w h ic h  c a n n o t be  so lv e d  p ie c e m e a l , b u t r a th e r  re q u ir e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  so lu t io n s  th ro u g h  
c o o p e ra tiv e  e ffo r t. T h e y  in c lu d e :

T ra il  D e v e lo p m e n t an d  Im p ro v ed  A c c e s s . A s d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e , D O T & P F  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  th e  re s o u rc e s  to  
d e v e lo p  a n d /o r  m a in ta in  tra ils  fo r  s n o w m a c h in e  u se , a n d  is n o t  in th e  b u s in e s s  o f  m e e tin g  re c re a t io n a l  
u s e r s ’ n e e d s . W h ile  th is  is p e rh a p s  d isa p p o in tin g  to  s n o w m a c h in e  u se rs , o v e ra ll th is  s tu d y  p o in ts  to  a t r e n d



th a t  c o u ld  h a v e  m o re  o f  a  n e g a tiv e  im p a c t  on  th e  fu tu re  o f  s n o w m a c h in in g  in th e  s ta te . N a m e ly , b e c a u s e  
lo c a l g o v e r n m e n ts  a n d  u se r-g ro u p s  h a v e  b een  s lo w  to  d e v e lo p  sn o w m a c h in e  tra ils  an d  re s e rv e  e a s e m e n ts ,  
a s  c o m m u n it ie s  g r o w , loca l sn o w m a c h in e  a cc ess  is b e c o m in g  m o re  an d  m o re  re s tr ic te d . In  m a n y  c a se s , 
s n o w m a c h in e  a c t iv i t ie s  n e a r  c o m m u n itie s  a re  b e in g  c o n c e n tra te d  in to  s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  th a t  p ro v id e  th e  
o n ly  le g a l a c c e s s  le ft o p e n . H o w e v e r , th e s e  c o rrid o rs  b e c o m e  less  an d  le s s  sa fe  as t ra ff ic  le v e ls  a n d  th e  
n u m b e r  o f  in te r s e c t in g  d r iv e w a y s  in c re a s e , a n d  e v e n tu a lly , m a y  be m a d e  o f f  l im its  to  sn o w m a c h in e s  fo r  
b a s ic  sa fety ' r e a s o n s ,  a n d  in o rd e r  to  p ro te c t  th e  c o r r id o r ’s p rim ary ' t r a n s p o r ta tio n  fu n c tio n . M o re o v e r ,  a s  
T E A -2 1  fe d e ra l  fu n d in g  is w id e ly  a v a ila b le  fo r d e v e lo p m e n t o f  b ik e  an d  p e d e s tr ia n  tra ils  w ith in  r ig h is - o f -  
w a y , th e s e  t ra i ls  a re  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  in tra d itio n a l sn o w m a c h in e  u se  a re a s . O n c e  su c h  a  tra i l  is  c o n s tru c te d ,  
s n o w m a c h in e  u se  o f  th e  tra il is ille g a l u n d e r  s ta te  law , a n d  v e ry  o f ten  th e re  is no t e n o u g h  o f  a n  a d d it io n a l  
s h o u ld e r  to  a ls o  a c c o m m o d a te  s n o w m a c h in e  a ccess . U n le s s  lo ca l g o v e rn m e n ts  an d  u se r -g ro u p s ,  p o te n t ia l ly  
w ith  so m e  su p p o r t  f ro m  s ta te  a g e n c ie s  a n d  b o a rd s  (su c h  a s  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l R e so u rc e s , o r  th e  
A la s k a  L a n d  M a n a g e r s ’ F o ru m ’s In te r -A g e n c y  T ra ils  C o u n c il)  b e g in  to  d e v e lo p  an d  re se rv e  lo c a l tra il  
e a s e m e n ts ,  s n o w m a c h in e  a c tiv itie s  c o u ld  b e c o m e  la rg e ly  c o n f in e d  to  s ta te  lan d s  an d  w id e -o p e n  sp a c e s .

L a w  E n fo rc e m e n t .  M e m b e rs  o f  th e  p u b lic  h a v e  s tre s se d  d u r in g  th is  s tu d y  th a t i f  m o st s n o w m a c h in e  u s e rs  
u n d e r s to o d  a n d  fo l lo w e d  e x is tin g  law s, th a t m a n y  s a fe ty  p ro b le m s  in D O T & P F ’s r ig h ts -o f -w a y  w o u ld  
d is a p p e a r .  O b v io u s ly  D O T & P F  is n o t  th e  s ta te  a g e n c y  th a t  le g i t im a te ly  d e a ls  w ith  e n fo rc e m e n t is su e s , b u t  
r a th e r ,  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  a n d  loca l law  e n fo rc e m e n t sh o u ld  be  a d d re s s in g  th e s e  is su e s .
H o w e v e r ,  in su c h  a la rg e  s ta le , and  in th e  fa ce  o f  lim ite d  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t b u d g e ts , e n fo rc e m e n t o f  I
s n o w m a c h in e  law 's is g e n e ra lly  a lo w e r  p r io r ity . A d d i t io n a l ly ,  loca l g o v e rn m e n ts ,  V illa g e  S afe ty ' O ffiife rs  
a n d  r e s id e n ts  in a re a s  w 'ith o u t loca l law  e n fo rc e m e n t h a v e  l im ite d  m e a n s  to  e n fo rc e  s ta te  law 's. T h is  is r-J.
is su e  th a t re q u ire s  c o o p e ra tiv e  a c tio n  b y  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  P u b lic  Safety ', s ta te  tro o p e rs  a n d  lo c a l law  
e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f ic e rs ,  b u t  m o re  im p o r ta n tly , re q u ire s  v o c a l  a c tio n  b y  sn o w m a c h in e  o p e ra to rs  a n d  u s e r  
g ro u p s .  S e lf - e n fo rc e m e n t  can b e  a p o w e r fu l  to o l i f  u se rs  u n d e rs ta n d  h o w  th e i r  sp o r t su f fe rs  w 'hen i l le g a l 
a n d  d is c o u r te o u s  a c ts  o c c u r . A d d it io n a lly ,  th e  s ta le  n e e d s  to  m a k e  u se r  e d u c a tio n  o f  its la w s  a  h ig h e r  
p r io r i ty  so  th e re  is n o  c o n fu s io n  on th e  p a r t o f  u se rs , o r  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t.

S a fe ty  E d u c a tio n . M o s t n o r th e rn  ju r is d ic t io n s  an d  s ta te s  re q u ire  c o m p le tio n  o f  m a n d a to ry  sa fety ' e d u c a tio n  
t r a in in g  fo r  s n o w m a c h in e  o p e ra to rs . A lth o u g h  th is s tu d y  a n d  the  p u b lic  in p u t p o in t to  th e  n e e d  fo r  a  s im ila r  
p ro g ra m , e d u c a tio n  c le a r ly  d o e s  n o t fa ll u n d e r  D O T & P F ’s ju r is d ic t io n ,  e x c e p t  th ro u g h  th e  a c t iv it ie s  th e  
H ig h w a y  S a fe ty  O f f ic e ,  fo rm e rly  u n d e r  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty , w h ic h  is n o w  p a r t  o f  D O T & P F .
T h is  o f f ic e  p ro m o te s  h ig h w a y  safety ' a n d  e d u c a tio n , h o w e v e r ,  it d o e s  n o t h a v e  th e  re so u rc e s  to  u n d e r ta k e  a 
s u b s ta n t ia l  c a m p a ig n , a n d  it is less  l ik e ly  to  e f fe c tiv e ly  re a c h  u se rs  tita n  lo ca l sn o w m a c h in e  c lu b s . T o  s ta r t  
a n d  e f fe c tiv e ly  ru n  su c h  a p ro g ra m , a n u m b e r  o f  in te re s ts  n e e d  to  s te p  fo rw a rd  a n d  w o rk  to g e th e r .  T h e  o n e  
th in g  D O T & P F  can  le g it im a te ly  d o  to  s u p p o r t  th is e ffo r t  w o u ld  b e  th e  d is s e m in a tio n  o f  in fo rm a t io n  o n  th e  
“ ru le s  o f  th e  ro a d ” , u s e r  e tiq u e tte  a n d  sa fe ty .

C o o rd in a tio n . In te re s t in g ly ,  th is  s tu d y  d is c o v e re d  th a t  A la s k a  is th e  o n ly  n o r th e rn  ju r is d ic t io n  th a t  d o e s  n o t  
h a v e  a  sp e c if ic  s ta te w id e  a d v o c a c y  o rg a n iz a t io n  o r a g e n c y  s p e a rh e a d in g  a n d  c o o rd in a tin g  s n o w m a c h in e  
sa fe ty ' arid  a c c e s s  p ro g ra m s . In m o s t o th e r  n o rth e rn  ju r is d ic t io n s ,  a u s e r  g ro u p  (su ch  as th e  O n ta r io  
F e d e ra t io n  o f  S n o w m a c h in e  C lu b s) , o r  an o f f ic e  w ith in  th e  e x is tin g  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu ra l R e s o u rc e s  ta k e s  
o n  s ta te w id e  issu es  in a le a d e rsh ip , p ro a c tiv e  c ap a c ity . In o rd e r  fo r  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  a p p ro a c h  to  b e  ta k e n  
o n  sn o w m a c h in e  u se  in A la sk a , so m e  c o m p a ra b le  c o o rd in a t in g  p r iv a te  o r  p u b lic  c o o rd in a tin g  b o d y  n e e d s  to 

be  d e v e lo p e d .

C u r re n tly ,  A la sk a  h a s  o n e  l im ite d -ro le  “ S ta te  S n o w m a c h in e  C o o rd in a to r”  th a t  a d m in is te rs  th e  
S n o w m a c h in e  T ra i ls  A d v is o ry  C o m m itte e  (S n o T R A C , an  ad v iso ry ' c o m m itte e  a p p o in te d  b y  th e  D ir e c to r  o f  
A la s k a  S ta te  P a rk s  to  w o rk  w ith  an d  a d v ise  th e  s ta te  on  fu n d in g  a n d  p o lic y  is su e s  to  p ro m o te  sa fe  
s n o w m a c h in in g  a n d  im p ro v e  sn o w m a c h in e  fa c ili t ie s  a n d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  in A la sk a ) ,  S n o  T R A C  G ra n ts ,  a n d  
R e c  T ra i ls  G ra n ts  a lo n g  w ith  th e  G o v e rn o r ’s T R A A K  B o a rd . H o w e v e r , to  ta c k le  th e  b ig g e r  is su e s  
c o m p re h e n s iv e ly ,  A la s k a  c le a r ly  n e e d s  a c o o rd in a tin g  b o d y  w ith  s u f f ic ie n t  re so u rc e s  a n d  a u th o rity ' th a t  
w o rk s  w ith  loca l u s e rs  a n d /o r  g o v e rn m e n ts  to  im p ro v e  th e  sa fe ty ' a n d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r s n o w m a c h in in g  in 
A la sk a .  N o t h a v in g  s u c h  an  o rg a n iz a t io n  to  w o rk  w ith  l im its  D O T & P F  fro m  p o te n tia l ly  c o o p e r a t in g  on  
w in te r  tr a i ls  ty p e  p ro g r a m s  b e c a u se  th e re  is n o  o n e  le a d in g  th e  w a y  on e s ta b l is h in g  th e  n e c e s sa ry



c o m p o n e n ts  fo r  su c h  a p ro g ra m  ( i .e .,  lia b ili ty  in su ra n c e , lo c a l m a in te n a n c e  an d  law  e n fo rc e m e n t ,  fu n d in g  

a n d  sa fe ty  e d u c a tio n ) .

G iv e n  th e s e  is s u e s  a n d  th e  D O T & P F ’s le g a lly  d e f in e d  ro le  a n d  r e s p o n s ib i li t ie s ,  it is u p  to  th e  u s e r  g r o u p s  
a n d  o th e r  e n ti t ie s ,  su c h  as s ta te  a g e n c ie s  to  ta k e  up  th e  le a d e rs h ip , a n d  w o rk  c o o p e ra t iv e ly  to  im p ro v e  th e

A la sk a  h a s  a  v a r ie ty  o f  s n o w m a c h in e -u s e r s ’ g ro u p s  an d  o rg a n iz a t io n s  th a t  a re  p r e d o m in a n t ly  lo c a lly -  
o r ie n te d , o r  a re  s ta te -w id e  b u t h a v e  lim ite d  re s o u rc e s  and  p o w e rs . T h e s e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  h a v e  a  c r it ic a l  ro le  
to  p la y  in s e c u r in g  lo ca l tra il e a s e m e n ts , a n d /o r  in  w o rk in g  w ith  e ac h  o th e r  a n d  w ith  s ta te  a n d  f e d e ra l  
a g e n c ie s  to  s e e k  so lu t io n s  th a t c a n  h e lp  im p ro v e  sn o w m a c h in e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  s ta te w id e . U s e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  
a ls o  c an  h e lp  p ro v id e  a  ra l ly in g  c ry  fo r  s e lf -e n fo rc e m e n t o f  law s  a n d  im p ro v e d  c o u r te s y ,  a n d  a ls o  fo r  
e d u c a tio n  o f  y o u n g e r  sn o w m a c h in e rs  w h o  w ith o u t  k n o w in g  it, m a y  a c t d a n g e ro u s ly  o r  d a m a g e  th e  
re p u ta tio n  o f  th e  sp o rt th ro u g h  d is c o u r te o u s  a c ts .

O n e  m o d e l fo r  b r in g in g  to g e th e r  e x is tin g  A la sk a  o rg a n iz a t io n s , is th e  n o n -p ro f i t  o rg a n iz a t io n  c a l le d  th e  
V e rm o n t  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  S n o w  T ra v e le r s  (V A S T ). V A S T  re c e iv e s  8 5 %  o f  th e  fu n d s  c o lle c te d  in th e  s ta te  
fo r  re g is tra tio n , t ra in in g , an d  p e n a lt ie s  re la te d  to  s n o w m a c h in e  u se . T h e  u m b re lla  o rg a n iz a t io n , th ro u g h  
m e m b e r  lo c a l o rg a n iz a t io n s , c o lle c ts  fees , ru n s  t ra in in g  p ro g ra m s , m a in ta in s ,  a n d  s ig n s  tra il  s y s te m s  in th e  
s ta te . A ll u s e rs  o f  sn o w m a c h in e s  in th e  s ta te  m u s t  b e lo n g  to  a m e m b e r  lo ca l o rg a n iz a t io n , w h e th e r  th e y  a re  
l iv in g  in  th e  s ta te  o r  a re  a v is i to r  fro m  o u t o f  s ta te . T h e  lo ca l c h a p te r  th e n  c o lle c ts  a s ta te  " T ra i ls  
M a in te n a n c e  A c c e s s  (T M A ) P a ss "  e ac h  y e a r . T h is  c re a te s  a  p o o l o f  m o n e y  th a t g re a t ly  e n h a n c e s  th e  tra il  
sy s te m , p r o v id e s  sa fe  p a s sa g e s  fo r  s n o w m a c h in e s ,  an d  p ro v id e s  an  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m . A lth o u g h  th is  
m o d e ]  c o u ld  b e  d if f ic u lt  to  fu ll) ' re p lic a te  in A la sk a , to  a g re a t  d e g re e  d u e  to  th e  r e m o te n e s s  o f  m a n y  
c o m m u n it ie s  in th e  s ta te , th e  c o n c e p t  c o u ld  b e  ta k e n  in p a rt.

L o c a l J u r is d ic t io n s  /  G o v e rn m e n ts

L o c a l  a n d  c o m m u n ity  g o v e rn m e n ts  h a v e  a  m u c h  c le a re r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  h o w  a c c e s s  a n d  s a fe ty  is su e s  
sp e c if ic  to  s n o w m a c h in e s  in s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  im p a c t th e ir  c o m m u n ity .  E x is tin g  s ta te  law s  a l lo w  lo ca l 
ju r is d ic t io n s  to  s ig n if ic a n tly  im p ro v e  a c c e s s , s a fe ty  an d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  b y  p a s s in g  lo ca l o rd in a n c e s  b o th  
a llo w in g  a n d  re g u la tin g  lo ca l u se  (o n  p u b lic  la n d s  th ro u g h  tra il  d e v e lo p m e n t o r  a lo n g  lo ca l ro a d s ,  su c h  as 
V a ld e z  a llo w s )  a n d  th ro u g h  th e  fu n d in g  o f  s p e c if ic  p ro je c ts  a n d  im p ro v e m e n ts .

S ta le  A g e n c ie s

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  is A la sk a 's  p r im a ry  law  e n fo rc e m e n t a g e n c y  fo r  fe d e ra l,  s ta te ,  a n d  lo ca l 
law s . T h e  m a n d a te  o f  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  is to  p re v e n t  lo ss  o f  life  a n d  p ro p e r ty  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  i lle g a l o r  u n sa fe  
a c ts , T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  T ro o p e rs  a n d  V illa g e  S a fe ty  O ff ic e rs  a re  th e  p r im a ry  m e a n s  fo r  e n fo rc e m e n t  o f  law s 
sp e c if ic  to  s n o w m a c h in e  use . D O T & P F  w o u ld  lik e  to  ask  fo r  s te p p e d  up  law  e n fo rc e m e n t  in  c r it ic a l  
lo c a t io n s  on  c r it ic a l  is su e s , b u t m o re  im p o r ta n tly  w o u ld  lik e  to  se e  u se r  g ro u p s  w o rk  w ith  th is  d e p a r tm e n t  
a n d  o th e r  a p p ro p r ia te  a g e n c ie s  to  d e v e lo p  s a fe ty  e d u c a tio n  (c o u rs e s ,  m a te r ia ls ,  e tc )  a n d  p re v e n ta t iv e  
m e a s u re s  th a t  fo c u s  on  se lf -e n fo rc e m e n t an d  u s e r  e tiq u e tte .

In  m a n ) ’ o th e r  s ta te s , th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l  R e so u rc e s  o r  its e q u iv a le n t  p ro v id e s  o v e rs ig h t  a n d  b ro a d  
a d m in is t r a t io n  o v e r  s n o w m a c h in e  u se , sa fe ty  e d u c a tio n , re g is tra tio n , a n d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  tra i ls  a n d  n e w  
o p p o r tu n it ie s .  A s  d isc u sse d  a b o v e , D N R  c u r re n t ly  a d m in is te rs  se v e ra l  g ra n t p ro g ra m s  th a t  p ro v id e  fu n d in g  
f o r  s n o w m a c h in e  fa c ili t ie s  a n d  tra ils ,  bu t w ith  a d d it io n a l  re so u rc e s  th is  o f f ic e  c o u ld  ta k e  o n  a  m o re  p r o ­
a c t iv e  ro le  a n d  h e lp  a d d re ss  th e  b ig g e r  is su e s  o f  a c c e s s  an d  sa fe ty .

T ire  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is tra t io n  o v e rse e s  th e  re g is tra tio n  an d  c o lle c t io n  o f  fe e s  s p e c if ic  to  s n o w m a c h in e  
u se . In o rd e r  to  c re a te  an e f fe c tiv e  lin k  b e tw e e n  re so u rc e s  th e  a g e n c y  c o lle c ts , a n d  im p ro v e d  e d u c a tio n a l  

e f fo r ts ,  th is  a g e n c y ’s c o o p e ra tio n  w ill b e  e s s e n tia l .



T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m u n ity  an d  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  in c o o p e ra t io n  w ith  lo ca l g o v e rn m e n ts ,  
C h a m b e rs  o f  C o m m e rc e ,  S n o w m a c h in e  C lu b s , an d  b u s in e s s e s ,  c o n d u c ts  p la n n in g  to  d e te rm in e  w a y s  to  
e n h a n c e  to u r is m  a n d  r e c re a t io n a k o g p o r tu n it ie s  a s so c ia te d  w ith  s n o w m a c h in e  an d  o th e r  re c re a t io n a l  u se s .  In  
o th e r  s ta te s , n a m e l v M i n n a o t a , 'l’N e \\’ H a m p s h ire  and  W is c o n s in ,  e c o n o m ic  o p p o r tu n it ie s  a re  d e v e lo p e d  
a ro u n d  w i R f c S ^ f ^ l j j d  s n D j^ a |f t u n e a c t iv i t i e s .

\ J r  w V. CONCLUSION

A. F ind ings
F  A I R B A G  -

A D O T & P F  u n d e r to o k  th is  s tu d y  w is h in g  to  g a in  a c le a re r  p ic tu re  o f  th e  is su e s  a n d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
r e p re s e n te d  b y  w in te r  u se  o f  i ts ’ s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y , a n d  to  f in d  w a y s  to  re so lv e  s n o w m a c h in e  u se  is s u e s  
a n d  im p ro v e  s a fe ty  a n d  a c c e s s  to  th e  d e g re e  p o ss ib le . T h e  u n e x p e c te d  r e s u l t  o f  th e  s tu d y  is th e  c le a r  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  th a t  s ig n if ic a n t  is su e s  re la te d  to  s n o w m a c h in e  u se  a lo n g  th e  c o n tig u o u s  ro a d  sy s te m  in  
A la s k a  a re  o u ts id e  o f  A D O T & P F ’s s ta tu to ry  au th o rity '. C o m p re h e n s iv e  s o lu t io n s  a re  n e e d e d  to  r e s o lv e  th e  
v a r io u s  is su e s  re la te d  to  th e  g ro w in g  p o p u la r i ty  o f  s n o w m a c h in in g ,  h o w e v e r ,  it is n o t  A D O T & P F ’s p la c e  to  
u n d e r ta k e  th is  im p o r ta n t  e ffo r t fo r  th e  fo l lo w in g  re a so n s :

• A D O T & P F  is n o t in th e  b u s in e ss  o f  p ro m o tin g  s n o w m a c h in e  u se . A l th o u g h  s n o w m a c h in e s  m a y  h a v e  a 
le g it im a te  t ra n s p o r ta tio n  fu n c tio n , a s ig n if ic a n t  p o r tio n  o f  th e  in te re s t  in  im p ro v in g  tra i ls  a n d  a c c e s s  fo r  
s n o w m a c h in e s  c o m e s  fro m  th e  g ro w in g  p o p u la r i ty  o f  r e c re a t io n a l  u se . A D O T & P F  is n o t in th e  r e c re a t io n  
b u s in e s s .  In  o th e r  s ta te s ,  u se r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  p la y  th e  le a d e r s h ip  ro le  in im p ro v in g  a c c e s s  a n d  u n d e r ta k e  
s ig n if ic a n t  d u tie s  w h ic h  in c lu d e  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  n e w  tra i ls ,  tra i l  m a in te n a n c e , sa fety ' e d u c a tio n , 
p u rc h a s e  o f  liab ility ' in su ra n c e , a n d  c o o rd in a tio n  w ith  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t. T h e s e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  a re  th e  
b a c k b o n e  o f  o th e r  s t a le s ’ w in te r  tra il p ro g ra m s , a n d  a re  la rg e ly  s e l f - fu n d e d  th ro u g h  u se r  a n d  r e g is tra tio n  
fe e s .

• A lo n g  th e  c o n tig u o u s  ro a d  sy s te m  A D O T & P F  d o e s  n o t  w a n t to  e n c o u ra g e  s n o w m a c h in e  u se  o f  s ta te  
r ig h ts -o f -w a y .  W h ile  s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  m a y  p ro v id e  le g a l a c c e s s  fo r  s n o w m a c h in e  u se , A D O T & P F  is  
c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t th e  g ro w in g  v o lu m e  o f  s n o w m a c h in e  ac tiv ity ' w ith in  b u s y  ro a d  c o rrid o rs , a n d  d o e s  n o t  
w a n t  to  im p ro v e  a c c e s s  a n d  th e re b y  e n c o u ra g e  a d d it io n a l  u se . A s d is c u s se d  in th e  s tu d y , s n o w m a c h in e  tr a i l  
e a s e m e n ts  h a v e  n o t b e e n  p ro te c te d  b y  lo ca l g o v e rn m e n ts  o r  u se r  g ro u p s ,  so  th a t as m a n y  c o m m u n itie s  
g ro w , s n o w m a c h in e  u se  is c o n c e n tra te d  in to  s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y . S n o w m a c h in e  use  o f  s ta te  r ig h ts - o f - w a y  
a lo n g  th e  c o n tig u o u s  ro a d  sy s tem  is s e c o n d a ry  to  th e  c r it ic a l  t r a n s p o r ta tio n  fu n c tio n  o f  s ta te  ro a d  c o r r id o r s  
In o r d e r  to  p ro te c t  th e  p u b l ic ’s sa fe ty  in te re s ts  an d  p r o te c t  a g a in s t s ta te  l ia b ili ty , A D O T & P F  m u s t  b e  
c o n s e rv a t iv e  a b o u t  in v itin g  a d d itio n a l u se .

• L im ite d  A D O T & P F  A u th o r ity . K e y  issu e s  o f  law  e n fo rc e m e n t,  s a f e ty  e d u c a tio n , a n d  r e c re a t io n a l  t r a i l  
d e v e lo p m e n t  a re  n o t w ith in  A D O T & P F ’s a u th o r ity ;

• S la te  F u n d in g  L im ita t io n s . A D O T & P F  h a s  e x tre m e ly  l im ite d  fu n d in g  fo r  b a s ic  ro a d  m a in te n a n c e  a n d  
im p ro v e m e n ts ,  w h ic h  a lo n g  the  c o n tig u o u s  ro a d  sy s te m , ta k e  p r io r ity  o v e r  sn o w m a c h in e -sp e c if ic  
im p ro v e m e n ts ;

• F e d e ra l  F u n d in g  R e s tr ic tio n s . F e d e ra l t r a n s p o r ta tio n  fu n d in g  h as  re s tr ic t io n s  p re v e n t  th e  fu n d in g  o f  
s n o w m a c h in e - s p e c i f ic  im p ro v e m e n ts  an d  a m e n itie s  b e y o n d  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  tra ilh e a d s ;

• N o  E a s y  o r  A f fo rd a b le  U n iv e rsa l D e s ig n /M a in te n a n c e  S o lu tio n s . T h e re  is n o  c h ea p  an d  e a sy  w a y  to  
a d ju s t  c u r re n t  d e s ig n  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  p ra c t ic e s  to  b e t te r  a c c o m m o d a te  s n o w m a c h in e s  in s ta te  r ig h ts - o f -  
w a y . N o  s n o w m a c h in e  safety  d e s ig n  s ta n d a rd s  e x is t  w h ic h  c o u ld  in e x p e n s iv e ly  be  a d d e d  on  to  p la n n e d  
p r o je c ts  ( fo r  tra ils ,  c ro ss in g s ,e tc .) .  F u r th e rm o re , c u r re n t  w in te r  ro a d  m a in te n a n c e  p ra c tic e s  w h ic h  c a n  c re a te  
s n o w b e r m s  a n d  o b s tru c tio n s  fo r sn o w m a c h in e s  a t in te r s e c t in g  ro a d s  a n d  d r iv e w a y s  c a n n o t be  a d ju s te d  
w ith o u t  a d d in g  s ig n i f i - a n t  o p e ra to r  t im e  a n d  a d d itio n a l e x p e n s e  w h ic h  th e  s ta te  c a n n o t a f fo rd  S u m m e r  
b ru s h  re m o v a l  to  e n h a n c e  s n o w m a c h in e  u se  c a n n o t b e  fu n d e d  w ith  fe d e ra l h ig h w a y  fu n d s , an d  th e  s ta te



c a n n o t  a f fo rd  to  in c re a se  c u r re n t  e ffo r ts . F in a lly , b e c a u se  o f  s e r io u s  l ia b ili ty  is su e s  d e sc r ib e d  in th is  re p o rt ,  
v o lu n te e rs  c a n n o t  m a in ta in  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  fo r  sn o w m a c h in e  u se .

G iv e n  th e  l im ita t io n s  o u tlin e d  a b o v e , A D O T & P F  c a n n o t u n d e r ta k e  to r e s o lv e  th e  b ig g e r  a c c e s s  a n d  sa fe ty  
is su e s  th a t  h a v e  im p lic a tio n s  fo r  th e  fu tu re  o f  sn o w m a c h in in g  in A la sk a . It a lso  c an n o t d o  m u ch  m o re  th a n  
it a lr e a d y  d o e s  in te rm s  o f  r ig h t-o f -w a y  m a in te n a n c e  a n d  sn o w m a c h in e -s p e c if ic  im p ro v e m e n ts  o r  tra ils .  
T h e s e  la r g e r  ta s k s  can  o n ly  b e  a d d re s s e d  b y  an  a s  y e t u n d e fin e d  entity ' th a t  w ill h a v e  to  e m e rg e  o u t o f  th e  
c o o p e ra tio n  o f  u se r  g ro u p s  a n d  th e  D N R .

W h e n , a n d  i f  a  ro b u s t o rg a n iz a t io n  e m e rg e s  w h ic h  c an  tak e  on  s ig n if ic a n t  re sp o n s ib ili ty ' f o r  “ th e  b ig g e r  
is su e s” , i .e .,  lo c a l  m a in te n a n c e , liab ility ' in su ra n c e , law  e n fo rc e m e n t, s a fe ty  e d u c a tio n  a n d  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  
sn o w m a c h in e  tra il  n e tw o rk s  a w a y  fro m  ro a d  c o rrid o rs , th en  p e rh a p s  A D O T & P F  c o u ld  c o n s id e r  a llo w in g  a  
l im ite d  n u m b e r  o f  W in te r  T ra i ls  fo r  sn o w m a c h in e s  to  b e  d e v e lo p e d  w ith in  s ta te  r ig h ts -o f -w a y . O n ly  w h e n  
th e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  is su e s  a re  a d d re s s e d  w ill th is  be  fe a s ib le  fro m  a  p u b lic  s a fe ty  s ta n d p o in t .  U n d e r  
e x is tin g  A D O T & P F  a u th o r i ty ,  su c h  W in te r  T ra ils  c o u ld  be e s ta b lish e d  b y  u s in g  e n c r o a c h m e i ^ e n t n i s ^  p  
w h ic h  can  o n ly  be  issu e d  to a loca l m u n ic ip a lity ' o r s ta te  ag en c y  su c h  a s  D N R . H o w e v e r , suiSnrjOTO|jraifi /?• 
w o u ld  b e  c o n d u c te d  on  a l im ite d  b a s is , su b je c t  to  sp e c if ic  d is c re t io n a ry  c r ite r ia  th a t  w o u ld  n ® d m lb |f ^ S v — - 
d e v e lo p e d  w i th in  A D O T & P F , b u t  w h ic h  m ig h t in c lu d e  th e  fo llo w in g :

♦ L o w  lev e ls  o f  c u r re n t  a n d  p ro je c te d  v o lu m e  o f  v e h ic u la r  tra ff ic  in  th e  c o rrid o r ;
L im ite d  n u m b e r  o f  d r iv e w a y s  a n d  in te rse c tin g  ro ad s;

A v a i la b i li ty  o f  a d e q u a te  sp a c e  on  b o th  s id e s  to  su p p o r t o n e -w a y  t ra v e l  (w h ic h  h e lp s  p re v e n t  h e a d -  

o n  c o ll is io n s  a n d  re s o lv e s  o n - ro a d  d r iv e r  d iso r ie n ta tio n  issu e s  at n ig h t) ;

Compatibility with other w inter uses o f the corridor and local snow removal maintenance 
and storage activities,

• M a k e s  v a lu a b le  lin k s  b e tw e e n  w in te r  tra il se g m e n ts , o r  to  re c re a t io n a l  la n d s , tra i lh e a d s ,  a n d  
s n o w m a c h in e -s p e c if ic  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t;
T h e  a b il i ty  o f  th e  m u n ic ip a lity ', s ta te  a g e n c y  (m o s t l ik e ly  D N R ) to  c o m p ly  w ith  a  m a in te n a n c e  
a g re e m e n t,  an d  p o te n tia l ly ,  o r  in c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  a u s e r -g ro u p , to  c o v e r  th e  tra i l  w ith  l ia b ili ty  
in s u ra n c e  fo r  th e  life  o f  th e  p e rm it ;
S u r ro u n d in g  lan d  u se s , d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  lo ca l land  u se  p la n s  a n d  re g u la tio n s  as th e y  a f fe c t  the  
fu tu re  o f  th e  s ite ;
C o n s id e ra t io n  fo r  p o te n tia l  a d ja c e n t  la n d o w n e rs ' c o n c e rn s  an d  in te re s ts  ( i.e ., tr e s p a s s in g , n o ise , 

e tc .)
C o n s id e ra t io n  o f  w h e th e r  th e  p o te n tia l  “ w in te r  tra il"  ( i .e .,  e x is tin g  tra il  o r  s ite )  c an  sa fe ty  
a c c o m m o d a te  s n o w m a c h in e s  ( i .e ..  d e s ig n , w id th , o b s tru c tio n s , s ig h t  d is ta n c e s ,  e tc .) ,  o r  w o u ld  
re q u ir e  m o d if ic a t io n s , sp e c ia l  r e s t r ic tio n s  (su c h  as to  s p e e d  lim its ) ,  o r  s ig n a g e .

In s u m m a ry , A D O T & P F  c a n n o t, and  w ill  n o t g o  b e y o n d  th e  s ta tu s  quo  in te rm s  o f  im p ro v in g  s n o w m a c h in e  
a c c e s s  o r  p ro v id in g  m a in te n a n c e  in th e  fo re s e e a b le  fu tu re . H o w e v e r ,  i f  o th e r  e n tit ie s  in th e  s ta te  ta k e  up  th e  
le a d e rs h ip  a n d  r e sp o n s ib i li ty  fo r  a d d re s s in g  th e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  sa fe ty  a n d  a c c e s s  is su e s  ra is e d  b y  th is  
s tu d y , A D O T & P F  w ill b e  w il l in g  to  c o o p e ra te  w h e re  p o ss ib le  to  su p p o r t th is  e f fo r t .

B. Recommendations & Action Items

In th e  m e a n w h ile  A D O T & P F  can  an d  w ill  u n d e r ta k e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  m e a s u re s ,  id e n tif ie d  
b y  th is  s tu d y , th a t  w ill h e lp  p ro m o te  s a fe r  sn o w m a c h in e  u se  o f  s ta le  r ig h ts -o f -w a y  an d  su p p o r i  s a f e r  

sn o w m a c h in e  ac tiv ity ' in th e  s ta le  in g e n e ra l.

1. C o n tin u e  to  p u t re so u rc e s  in to  t ra i lh e a d  d e v e lo p m e n t and  e m p h a s iz e  th is  a s  an  A D O T & P F  fu n d in g  

priority",

2 , W o rk  to  re v is e  e x is tin g  s ta te  law s in c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  the  s ta te  le g is la tu re  a f te r  g a in in g  p u b lic  
fe e d b a c k . R e v is io n s  sh o u ld  a d d re s s  th e  fo l lo w in g  issu es : a )  L o w e r  th e  s p e e d  lim its  fo r  sn o w m a c h in e s  
to  b e tte r  m a tc h  r ig h t-o f -w a y  c o n d it io n s  an d  c o n s tra in ts ;  b ) A d d  a h e lm e t  re q u ire m e n t u n d e r  sa fe ty



e q u ip m e n t,  and  p ro v id e  a c la r if ic a tio n  o f  n o ise  la w s ; c ) c re a te  a m o re  s tr in g e n t  a lc o h o l  law ; d ) L o o k  at 
p o te n t ia l  w a y s  o f  c o n s o lid a t in g  s n o w m a c h in e  la w s  in to  o n e  se c tio n  fo r e a se  o f  p u b lic  u n d e r s ta n d in g ;

3 . P ro p o s e  n e w  le g is la tio n , in c lu d in g  an “ In h e re n t  R isk s  o f  S n o w m a c h in in g ” la w . E x p lo re  th e  p o te n t ia l  
fo r  m a n d a t in g  s a fe ty  e d u c a tio n , fo r  re q u ir in g  a sn o w m a c h in e  lic e n se  p la te  la rg e  e n o u g h  to  a llo w  o th e r  
r ig h t- o f - w a y  u se rs  to  h e lp  w ith  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t e ffo r ts , a n d  a lso  th e  p o ss ib ility ' o f  a llo w in g  p r iv a te  
s n o w m a c h in e  g ro o m in g  e q u ip m e n t to  tra v e l on s ta te  ro a d s  u n d e r  th e  sa m e  p ro v is io n s  th a t a g r ic u ltu ra l  
e q u ip m e n t  is  su b je c t  to ;

4 . C re a te  a  p a m p h le t  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  b y  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  S afe ty ' th a t  lis ts  th e  e x is tin g  law 's an d  
r e g u la t io n s  a s  th e y  a p p ly  to  s n o w m a c h in in g  in th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a .

5 . S u p p o r t  a m u c h  n e e d e d  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n  e f fo r t  o n  e x is tin g  law s a n d  “ru le s  o f  th e  r o a d ” . D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  N a tu ra l  R e s o u rc e s  an d  S n o u ra a c h in e  g ro u p s  th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta te  sh o u ld  o v e rse e  th is  e f fo r t .

C. Next Steps & Public Feedback

A t a  s e r ie s  o f  p u b lic  m e e tin g s  in f iv e  lo c a tio n s  (F a irb a n k s ,  W a s illa . G le n n a lle n , A n c h o ra g e  an d  K e n a i) ,  
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  p u b lic  w il l  b e  p re se n te d  w ith  th e  in fo rm a tio n  d e ta i le d  in  th is  re p o rt  a n d  w ill b e  a sk e d  to  
p ro v id e  c o m m e n t.

T h is  r e p o r t  a n d  o th e r  p ro je c t- re la te d  in fo rm a tio n  can  a ls o  b e  fo u n d  a t th e  fo llo w in g  w 'eb site  u n d e r  th e  
s ta te w id e  p la n n in g  p a g e : h t tp : / /w w w .d o t.s ta te .a k .u s /

http://www.dot.state.ak.us/


U n d e r  P h a se  I o f  th is  s tu d y , a  n u m b e r  o f  p u b lic  m e e tin g s  w e re  h e ld  to  so l ic i t  c o m m e n ts  a b o u t  is su e s  
re la te d  to  w in te r  o f f - ro a d  u se s w ith in  s ta te  h ig h w a y  r ig h ts - o f  w a y . T h e se  p u b lic  m e e tin g s  w e re  a tte n d e d  
p r im a r i ly  b y  s n o w m o b ile  u se rs . F o r th e  m o st p a r t,  n o n -m o to r iz e d  u se rs  su c h  a s  sk ie rs , h ik e rs ,  w a lk e rs ,  a n d  
m u sh e rs  te n d e d  to  su b m it  th e ir  c o m m e n ts  a f te r  th e  p u b lic  m e e t in g s  b y  le t te r  o r  b y  e -m a il  v ia  th e  p ro je c t  
w e b s ite . K e y  issu e s  id e n tif ie d  b y  p ro je c t p a r tic ip a n ts  to  d a te  in c lu d e :

A c ce ss  - M a n y  w in te r  tra il u se rs  feel s tro n g ly  th a t D O T & P F  sh o u ld  c o n s id e r  th e  n e e d s  o f  a ll u s e rs  g ro u p s . 
P e d e s tr ia n s , d o g  m u sh e rs ,  sk ie rs , b ic y c lis ts , sk ijo re rs , a n d  sn o w m o b ile r s  a ll c u r re n tly  u se  th e  p o r t io n s  o f  
s ta te  h ig h w a y  r ig h ts -o f -w a y s .  In m o re  re m o te  lo c a tio n s , s n o w m o b il in g  a n d  d o g  m u s h in g  a re  o f te n  
c o n s id e re d  v a lid  m o d e s  o f  tra n s p o r ta tio n . T h e re  is a lso  th e  g ro w in g  p o te n tia l  fo r  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  
a s so c ia te d  w ith  w in te r  to u r is m , an d  th e  n e e d  to  d e v e lo p  a n e tw o rk  o f  t r a i ls  to  lin k  b u s in e s se s ,  t r a i lh e a d s  a n d  
re c re a t io n a l  a r e a s  a lo n g  h ig h w a y  co rrid o rs .

S a fe ty  - S a fe ty  is  a p r im a ry  c o n c e rn  a m o n g  all w in te r  tra il  u se rs , n e a rb y  r e s id e n ts ,  h ig h w a y  t r a v e le r s  a n d  
p u b lic  o f f ic ia ls  w h o  o ffe re d  c o m m e n ts . T h e  n u m b e r  a n d  d iv e r s ity  o f  r e c re a t io n a l  u se rs  a lo n g  h ig h w a y  
c o r r id o rs  is  g ro w in g . T h is  p re se n ts  in c re a s in g  sa fe ty  c o n c e rn s  a n d  c o n f lic ts  b e tw e e n  o ff - ro a d  m o to r iz e d  
u se rs, n o n -m o to r iz e d  u se rs  a n d  h ig h w a y  tra v e le rs . F re q u e n t c o m m e n ts  w e re  d ire c te d  a t b o th  A T V s  a n d  
sn o w m o b ile s ,  th e i r  e x tre m e  ra n g e  o f  o p e ra tin g  sp e e d s  a n d  th e  p o te n tia l  fo r  s e r io u s  a c c id e n ts . T h e s e  
m a c h in e s  a re  c a p a b le  o f  t ra v e lin g  at h ig h  ra te s  o f  sp e e d s , w h ile  c o n d it io n s  o f te n  d o  n o t  su p p o r t  a  to p  sp e e d  
o f  2 0  o r  3 0  m p h . M a n y  p e o p le  c o m m e n te d  on th e  n eed  fo r  tra il d e s ig n  s ta n d a rd s  a n d  o p e ra t in g  p ra c t ic e s .  
O th e r  c r it ic a l  s a fe ty  is su e s  id e n tif ie d  b y  th e  p u b lic  in c lu d e '

■ S ig h t  re s tr ic tio n s ,  s n o w  b e rm s  a lo n g  th e  ro a d w a y  su r fa c e  a n d  w e a th e r  c o n d it io n s  p re s e n t  a s e r io u s  
c h a l le n g e  fo r  b o th  h ig h w a y  tra v e le rs  an d  sn o w m a c h in e  r id e rs . T h e s e  fa c to rs  c o n tr ib u te  to  m a jo r  
c o n f lic ts  a t t r a i l /h ig h w a y  c ro ss in g s , ro a d  in te rs e c t io n s  an d  d r iv e w a y s  c ro s s in g s .

•  T h e  u n s u p e rv is e d  m id ille g a l use o f  sn o w m o b ile s  b y  u n d e r  a g e  r id e rs  is  a m a jo r  p u b lic  c o n c e rn , 
e s p e c ia l ly  n e a r  m o re  p o p u la te d  a rea s.

•  A u to m o b ile  t ra v e le rs  m a y  e x p e rie n c e  c o n fu s io n  fro m  th e  h e a d l ig h ts  o f  an  o n c o m in g  s n o w m o b ile  
t r a v e l in g  in  c lo se  p ro x im ity  to  th e  ro a d w a y  su rfa c e  o r  in  th e  w o rs t c a s e , on  th e  w ro n g  s id e  o f  th e  ro a d .

•  U ti l i ty  s tru c tu re s  (p o w e i p o le s , w ire s , utility ' b o x e s ) , f e n c e s ,  s ig n s  a n d  o th e r  s tru c tu re s  w ith in  a n d  
a d ja c e n t  to  h ig h w a y  r ig h ts  o f  w ay  o f te n  p re se n t  a h a z a rd  to  u n s u s p e c t in g  s n o w m o b ile rs .

•  A lc o h o l u se  th re a te n s  th e  sa fe ty  o f  e v e ry o n e . A lc o h o l is a c o n tr ib u t in g  fa c to r  in a h ig h  p ro p o r t io n  o f  
sn o w m o b ile  a c c id e n ts  in n o rth e rn  s ta te s  a n d  C a n a d a .

A

E n v i r o n m e n t  - S o m e  m e m b e rs  o f  the p u b lic  h a v e  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t th e  e f fe c t  o f  th e  g ro w in g  u se  o f  
s n o w m a c h in e s  a n d  A T V s .  N o ise  and a ir  p o llu tio n  w ere  m e n t io n e d  as p r im a ry  e n v iro n m e n ta l  c o n c e rn s , 
e s p e c ia l ly  b y  n o n -m o to r iz e d  tra il  u se rs a n d  by  r e s id e n ts  w ith in  e a rsh o t  o f  h ig h w a y  r ig h ts -o f -w a y . S o m e  
c o m m e n ts  fo c u s e d  on m u ff le r s  an d  su p p o rte d  re g u la tio n s  th a t  w o u ld  re q u ire  th a t  e q u ip m e n t m e e t  o r  e x c e e d  

o r ig in a l m a n u fa c tu re s  sp e c if ic a tio n s .

Q u a l i t y  o f  E x p e r ie n c e  - It w a s  c le a r th a t o u td o o r  an d  re c re a t io n a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  m e a n  d if fe re n t  th in g s  to 
d i f fe re n t  p e o p le .  T o  so m e  it m e a n s  an o p p o rtu n ity ' to e x p e r ie n c e  n a tu re  (a n d  s i le n c e )  w h e th e r  in a  re m o te  
a re a  o r  j u s t  c lo se  to  h o m e . F o r  o th e rs  it is th e  e x h ila ra t io n  o f  g e tt in g  o u ts id e  on  a s n o w m o b ile  o n  a su n n y  
w in te r  d a y . A n o th e r  p e rsp e c tiv e  cam e  fro m  p ro p e rty  o w n e rs  a d ja c e n t  to  D O T & P F  ro a d w a y s ;  s o m e  w e re



c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  n o is e  a n d  sa fe ty  im p a c ts ,  w h ile  o th e rs  sa w  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  c o n n e c tio n s  from  h o m e  to  
n e a rb y  tra ils  a n d  re c re a t io n  a rea s .

R e g u la t io n  /  E n f o r c e m e n t  /  E d u c a t io n  - " S e lf - re g u la tio n "  w a s  c ite d  b y  m a n y  sn o w m o b ile rs  a s  th e  id ea l 
w a y  to  g o v e rn  b e h a v io r .  T h e  p u b lic  r e c o g n iz e d  th a t la w  e n fo rc e m e n t  h a s  a v e ry  lim ite d  a b ility  to  re g u la te  
s n o w m a c h in in g  a c t iv it ie s  (a s  o n e  p e rs o n  c o m m e n te d , h o w  can  " m o re  r e g u la t io n s  so lv e  th e  p ro b le m s  th a t 
e x is t in g  re g u la tio n s  fa il to  so lv e " ) . A t th e  sa m e  tim e , th e re  is w id e s p r e a d  a g re e m e n t th a t  t ra in in g  p ro g ra m s  
a n d  e d u c a tio n  a re  n e e d e d  to  p ro m o te  r e s p o n s ib le  sn o w m a c h in in g . S n o w m o b ile r s  th e m se lv e s , a s  w e ll a s  
o th e r  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  p u b lic , d e sc r ib e d  s n o w m o b ile  s a fe ty  e d u c a tio n  a s  a  " b e tte r  in v e s tm e n t th a n  try in g  to  
d e v e lo p  an d  e n fo rc e  la w s ."  L im ite d  b u d g e ts  a n d  A la sk a 's  la rg e  o p e n  s p a c e s  p re se n t m a jo r  c h a lle n g e s  to  
e n fo rc e m e n t  e f fo r ts .  M a n y  p e o p le  s t re s se d  th a t A la sk a  s h o u ld  f o l lo w  th e  e x a m p le  o f  m o s t o th e r  n o r th e rn  
s ta te s , a n d  b y  law , re q u ire  sn o w m a c h in e rs  to  h a v e  so m e  lev e l o f  s a fe ty  e d u c a tio n  an d  tra in in g , e s p e c ia l ly  
y o u n g e r  r id e rs . M e m b e rs  o f  th e  p u b lic  su g g e s te d  se v e ra l d if fe re n t  a p p ro a c h e s  in c lu d in g : o f fe r in g  s a fe ty  
e d u c a tio n  in lo c a l s c h o o ls ;  d e v e lo p in g  s ta te  sp o n s o re d  p ro g ra m s ; a n d  r e q u ir in g  e v e ry  s n o w m o b ile r  to  
b e c o m e  a d u e s  p a y in g  m e m b e r  o f  a c lu b  o r o rg a n iz a t io n  th a t w o u ld  p ro v id e  s a fe ty  e d u c a tio n  a n d  tra in in g . 
S o m e  p e o p le  s u g g e s te d  th a t a p u b lic  s e rv ic e  m e d ia  c a m p a ig n  is n e e d e d  to  e d u c a te  tra il u se rs  a b o u t  law s 
an d  r e g u la t io n s  (su c h  a s  sp e e d  lim its ) , b e c a u se  "m o st u se rs  a re  c u r re n t ly  u n a w a re ."

F u n d i n g  /  F e e s  /  T a x e s  - M a n y  s n o w m o b ile r s  a n d  o th e r  u se rs  s u g g e s te d  th a t so m e  fo rm  o f  l ic e n s in g , 
r e g is tr a tio n , a n d  u se r  fe e s  b e  lev ie d  on  sn o w m o b ile s  in o rd e r  to  p a y  fo r  e d u c a tio n  an d  sa fe ty  p ro g ra m s . 
O th e rs  s u g g e s te d  th a t th e y  w o u ld  b e  w il lin g  to  p a y  a fe e  in o rd e r  to  h a v e  b e n e r  tra il m a in le n a n c e , s ig n a g e , 
a n d  n e w  tra il c o n s tru c tio n . N o te :  A la s k a  n o w  re q u ire s  th e  re g is tra tio n  o f  a ll sn o w m o b ile s  (S I 0 /T w o -  
Y e a rs ) ,  w ith  a p o r tio n  g o in g  to  su p p o r t a tra ils  g ra n t p ro g ra m  a d m in is te re d  b y  th e  A la sk a  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
N a tu ra l  R e so u rc e s , D iv is io n  o f  P a rk s  &  O u td o o r  R e c re a tio n .

L ia b i l i t y  /  I n s u r a n c e  - S o m e  m e m b e rs  o f  the  p u b lic  s u g g e s te d  th a t  in s te a d  o f  l im itin g  sn o w m o b ile  a c c e s s  
b e c a u s e  o f  s ta te  l ia b ili ty , th a t "a  d r iv e r ’s l ic e n se  an d  m a n d a to ry  in s u ra n c e  sh o u ld  be re q u ire d  o f  a ll 
s n o w m o b ile r s " .  O th e rs  su g g e s te d  th a t i f  th e  S ta te  re q u ire d  e v e ry o n e  to  ta k e  a m a n d a to r) ' w rit te n  te s t  on  th e  
s n o w m o b ile  r e g u la t io n s  and  " ru le s  o f  th e  ro a d ,"  th en  th e  S ta te ’s l ia b ili ty  w o u ld  b e  d im in ish e d  s ig n if ic a n tly .  
F in a lly ,  D O T & P F  w a s  a sk e d  to  re v is it th e  a b il i ty  o f  c o m m u n itie s ,  p r iv a te  g ro u p s  o r v o lu n te e rs  to  d o  tra i l  
g r o o m in g , w h ic h  is c u r re n tly  d is a llo w e d  b e c a u se  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  s a fe ty ,  m a n a g e m e n t  o v e rs ig h t, a n d  
lia b ili ty  issu es .

M a i n t e n a n c e  -  A c c o rd in g  to  p u b lic  in p u t, w in te r  tra il m a in le n a n c e  is s u e s  v a ry  b y  u se r - ty p e  an d  
c o m m u n ity  lo c a tio n . In  m o re  u rb an  a re a s ,  p e d e s tr ia n s  a n d  w in te r  c y c lis ts  p re fe r  to  h a v e  re g u la r ly  c le a re d  
s id e w a lk s  a n d  b ik e  tra i ls ,  w ith  m o to r iz e d  use  p ro h ib ite d  o r h ig h ly  r e s tr ic te d .  C ro s s -c o u n try  sk ie rs  w o u ld  
lik e  n o  m a in te n a n c e  e a r ly  in th e  se a so n  to  a llo w  a " h a rd p a c k  to d e v e lo p "  and  w o u ld  p re fe r  th a t o th e r  u se rs  
a n d  m a in te n a n c e  c re w s  n o t " ru in  th e ir  tra c k e d  tra ils " . S n o w m o b ile r s  a re  p la g u e d  b y  s n o w b e rm s  a lo n g  ro a d  
c o r r id o r s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  a t in te rse c tio n s  a n d  d r iv e w a y  c ro ss in g s . R id e rs  s o m e tim e s  "fe e l th a t th e y  a re  fo rc e d  
in to  th e  s tre e t"  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n s ta n t b a tt le  w ith  s n o w b e rm s . A d d i t io n a l ly ,  s n o w m o b ile r s  h a v e  s p e c if ic a l ly  
a sk e d  D O T & P F  if  th e y  can  d e s ig n a te  a n d  " a d o p t"  tra ils  in the  r ig h t o f  w ax ' a n d  p ro v id e  th e  g ro o m in g  a n d  
m a in te n a n c e  re q u ire d  to  im p ro v e  trav e l o n  th ese  tra ils . C o n v e rs e ly ,  s o m e  p e o p le  h a v e  a sk e d  th a t D O T & P F  
p r o h ib i t  m a in te n a n c e  a n d  trail g ro o m in g  for sn o w m o b ile s ,  b e c a u se  it " a llo w s  sn o w m o b ile r s  to  m o v e  : 
m u c h  h ig h e r  s p e e d s  th a t  a re  sa fe ."
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ilghl-hand aideef lilfnr. .

WintrruO of 
blkl/pldrtlilao trail! eniy 

li drilgnalrd by loral 
oKtrlali and whin ln»nr 

' eehdlllanl prrmll.

ItUW nl,l>l Jill lilt iillilllllll i 
iiwt lliitllon .hd riihl-KlAl .' 

ildtitlrlllti/ ■
' .

Idaho

.D-V-f- Vs

7,100 Oprlator mail httc 
valid maUrWMtlt 
uprr alor'l Ikeritr. .

• . : '

40,771
• ’ * >»

f

laanmnWlr talra laa 
It plirril lo IKr Male 
laanmnMIr arrnnnl 

and rilalrlhafrd lo ink 
eaunly annaatte. fhr 
Innda ara allaralrd f« 
Ian tnlnrramini, and 
•dmlralalratlat mate 

ItD 00 annual parking 
prrmll frr. flnl at alatr 
Irall nutUr Jll.M. 
inldrnt reglilrellew 

fee 311.30

• flprtallnn on pahtlr roadnatt 
and flight*oya It prahlhllrd 

unlrti Ihr roadnor It 
Impanthlr hr olhnmolar 
trhlrlrt amn a pntllan nf 

high** ay «r raarfnoy that It nnl 
malnlolnad Inr Ihr rprrellnn al 
rantrnllanal malnr trhlilrt.

Fllii! h,T4 H.hltiihfliilllitl ind ■ 
l.lllIgM bilAF.t, Auih inrf diwn j 
aitd Rhlft iroialng 4uy< public l, 

.̂ ibidiaay el blghwiy.

t v t i s s s i y
-V i *

. *UM

•

f r i l l s .
! , : v

11̂ 56 Vri. Mud hr 14 )*4it 
*<l«l In npdilf In public 
kb), 10 jflit rltfnhcie.

'it V’’ lii •*. •.

II,vM 

.

i
. .

(lli Roa,l VrMilrUliW.nat 
the llrpailmrnl al 

Caniftiallon, nuirao of 1*01111 and l.andt

'1 ‘

3)S.f>0 rrglilralldh frr, 
51.00 In agrnl. 

Ilrtlgnalrd poillnni nf 
rnllrtlrd ftatnurt In 

(lair Irall land and lo 
mnnlrl|tallll»i whnr 
frit air tellrrltd. 
fieri fe Hair for 

InfoftrmlHI, ft lining, 
Ind lafel).

llrpailmrnl of Inland Fllbrilrt 
flamr Wardrrt Colanrl

I \
■ ' .1 '

Nn ut# «i, ienlrntltd-acmt 
hlgliKayt. Illrgal nh main 

Ii4trlrd pnlllan, Ihr aldrwalht, 
trlhr plonrd tndn banki ol a 

pohllf Kay.

May oprralr nrr lhai portion of 
pahli* ‘"nay" nnl malnlalnrd and 
oiiliirdhy ttintenllorta! moior 
irhlrlfi. Mull ylrld to ill hthrr 

mnlartrhlilat. Mail hr aprralrd nH 
Ihr rtlirmr right of puhlK Aay 

within hull! bp portion nf a 
monlrlpallit, onotganlrtd nr 
unlnratporaiid lannthlp If 

totiinmirtlal unit ha» dftlgnalrd 
Ihr puhllr nat at 4 tnawitiohllr 

orrrta rault Inraeirtt In hmlnralrt. 
Mnlihleaniplrunwtly litlrwed far 
tafrly and pn«|rd. Nnl In idlliead 

ltfllVv

Artralle butlmttta »la 
drilgh4ird Inulr lhat bat 

hren patlrd. rinnnl 
nprraO lit lallraad ItoW 
tvllboul pttmlttlnn, er 
trott ttAglet If poilid.

•

Cfertnol oprraie nn Hirll**.ild4 of n 
wty. •

'

• ' ■

•

Mlnofiola . J0.0M NtgMtallan U Irqulred 
up-rn puirhatr. No 

priaow untlfilhr Bg4 of 
If nly rrglilir i

thonmnhllr. Krtldrnli 
burn ali»rll/)|/|0Jf 

mutt hav* a Inenhanbllr 
lilrly citlM'AIr lo 

operate a tnewmnbllr 
aat whr re Ik iKr till#. 

Snawnaebllri eprialtd or 
Iranlpotfrd muit hr 

trglitrled nJ.r. IKr If,NIL

177.711 litparimrntalNllorat
ntiitliil.

Snowmobile 541 00 
fnrl yeeia. flralrr 

551 m n year. 
Mawefarlnirr 5|4| 
nn* a rat Mrlal 

tiprllnn dralrr tllrktr 
5I« eaaat year. 

Snowmobile alalr Irall 
tllrhfr 514 fatuut

fuhllr Salflj IlfflririaU 
Kipanalblr farlhl fnfartrmthl 

af ihr lain »rl by Ihr 
(•mmltilomiai haloral 

inooirrl. Cnntmallan offlrrlt 
nf Ihr drplrlmrnl el nalurll 

irtotin at. IK r riff a, ilrpullrt. and 
•Ihfiptarr efflrrri may art41* 4 

priann fonlnlailmt.

Operation nn onv Irunh, 
enunlr ilalr aid, or ennnly 

hlgh<*a* In Ihr tlalr la 
unlawful rtcrpl In amrrgrnre 
•lluallnnt. flprrallnn It lanlal 
nn brMgri IN at are nnl pail nf 
Itr main liairtrd lanrt af an 

Inirrtlalr highway.

N# innKitinhllrt tillhln Ihr ROWof 
an) lianlt, (onnly till* aid, nr 

rounly highway brMern Ihr hour! 
oinnr-balf h6nr atlrHonirl to nnfr> 
hall hnuibrlnrf taflfltet airrpl on 
Ihe right.hand tide tl ttirh ItllW 
and In the tatwr dlieillon a* the 

hlghnat it4111c nn Ih4 illtitl line 
of Ihr toldwiy adjacenL N'n 

tnowmahllr thall hr apriatrd 41 
any lima within ihr ROW al lay

within thlt •(««#.

Mn<| Ir»ll» art mnlll war. 
Iln*»**rr, alalr paiba, alalr 

fP'reollnw airaa, alalr 
hlalmlr allra, W'lldllfr 

Maiaagrmrnl Area-, and 
alalr arlrnlinr tiraa air nil

polled

Muti haat llgblrd hradllghl r j 
and iaiitlghl brlwirfi dutk 
And dawn.' fiprid Kmll it ( 

rlgbl It 40 mpH.

■
r i  j

Mauim* 3.711 Valid drher't Hrtnte It 
rrrjtjlr uif la spiral* on 
pohllr ka)i unlrli thg 
mad It iloied la athar 
muiolvthltln. Muii 

Kara ttrfilValr at. owing 
ramplrllan al llalf- 

apptnard tnawmabllr 
tafrt) adoration reetar.

13.449 Manlaoa 1 lab, Wildlife, and 
ra'Vt

51).40 MglitraHan 1 
eiirfrr. Altagaitti.

• Any auihntlrrd prara nfflirr 
may mfnlir ifjnlallont.

AHnnid hy Iraral erdlnanrr 
and whrn mad It (hied lo 
nlhllmalar trhlrlrt. 70> 

drgltr crauln|t la mml fiant 
one aolhmlftd aita la 

annlhar.

Oprtaiott muii have a tiiM 
dtltrr'a llrtntr lo npritlr as public 
roadi ami hlghwayi unlrlt Ihr road 
It (Mird la nlhrrmotarvrMflrt.

Treating) prrmlllrd In 
mote tram am prrmlllrd 

aria le anolhfr.

N'ont. Mntl hit! Ilghlid 
hradllghl ind I'allligM hlldiltt 

datk 4tid da .

. ;

Htn llamptlltf MN Valid drhrr't Bern** or 
iatfir farllfltait.

59,1)1 llrfiilmtr t al Rttaatcrt and 
rronatnlr illiil*pmrnl, 

Ituriau aflrtlli

14 PO irglali a#l» n fra. 
ii lai, and MIA 1-11 

1 atatl Setalr* 
balling* C’aiC Share

llrpailmrnl al Mib aad (Iirar. Atlanrd nnlt an ra»dt not 
malnlalnrd hr tnaw rrnnil, 
arwhrir prrmlllrd hi loral 

author lly.

AtHwrdln ROW', Intludlng 
tldrwatkl II ataihmlirrf and potird. 
til# atinwtd en trpaiatrd walVwayt 

llong Inlrrtiala htghnl|i, loll 
ioadt.ir Ibnllrd arrtllhighway! 
whir* appratld by Ihf NIIKOT 

• L’nmmltilnn*l(4l tnm eandlllehl 
prrmll). Rldrrt mu> 1 yIrId Is 
prdnttlant, banrbark tldtia,

• ihlflrt In litlrrwayt, and alhrt 
Irall mrrt.

A *' *-ghan Winter T* all 
rrogram'* ennnrrlt 

rrtMrnllal and 
downtown mar arrat and 

bnlrll with outlying 
tralti.

Al liiat one llghlid 
. hradllghl ind ait# llghtnl 
lift light tr>)iltrd from if) 

haurtllrr auhltl la t/i baaf 
blfaii lent hr. (

■ 1
■’ i [f ’y  . v. AiV",\f '’*( • ^ ' I 
.:K V MVtVCV - ‘ v./M?

BZ



N o r t h e r n  J u r i s d i c t i o n s
Ul-KiUllONS IN
nioiits-op.wAY

iir.cisirtAnoN
IUKJUIIIF.MF.NIS

iiAtwifiiir-
lir.srnicnoNs

NOHIIIF.RN
JUnisiiitiiuN

IIF-SFONSlhl.E AC.P.NCV 
, APMINlStRAllON

Rfe5rON.SIUl.K AtirNCV .SAf ElYfRAlNWC I i.Nroncr.MrNr
Al ttl|hl( |4*H# rflitcllnii tlVSlId drl<#r*« llrfnt# j 

• K»l iMf (rijulft a 
l»Mir rtllMralf at 

dilttr'i lltfnlr.'

Slalf ptttr rf I nr anlhotDtd 
rrprfirnUllvri. v

SnMniabll# Natlb Dikaia Olrirlsr may t Itlcl otptohll'l 
Sit an raadwa}!, «Koulil»r •, Id 
llrpri ami nifdDni wllhlit ihr 

It|M of ttirj gnv tt nlng hodlr# 0 
poHlkal lubdDltUni mi) aim 

ttgalalr. Stiawntnblltl ai r 
tuhjNI (a (tl tlalr mnlitf tchlrir 

(•Ol, Indadtng DIM and 
latuitnrr ttfjultrmtn'*.

120.90 bi-annual 
IrgltDilInn frr; Jit 
lnot»nt»MD Irtll tail

Jl fd foKhf
anUllifltd |u<lgnwnl 
(•hit (in ttrh War . 

trllrtlrd).

(Ilghwa)' ROWrlsird bflwflrt 
April I andNoutrtbrf I. Aha, bs.
lotting nf a (ltd, ikIJ, ntnlhrt 

UKllN In lUiWnlttl cc-Krtldtd 
tiy 4 Mo|»il Intitl Ihtl i.tillt

hllch.

Valid dilrtr'l llrrnir •#. 
a Ihih vtMtlr 

aprtilar't lltrntr.
(Inlatla Frdtrlllort of 

SnawnioMk Ciubl
At dttlgnalrd bt Ih* M"f*tlrrd 

Snon Vthlrltt Art.

Mull hav# lighted hradttghl and 
i»nri|hi htUrrh dutV and 

da wit.
Snowmahllrl mttil tlrld Is ollitr 

molnttthUlll.

nirtitlin of (##*#! iftltMlOtii."pHtpoi# of ItrvMtnllrl 
Atiiik" Slilnl# and 

‘Pstpoirel Arertl firm 
Dodging’’ lit*.

Nlghl epiiillon In Ihr lam# 
dlliMlort »• Irafllt oofrll 
prrwlllrif t>f JVYDtlf.

Nd oie an • Mtldrnlltl lliirt 
btlwftn 10 fM and > am.

SnnwmaHlrtt al' gianttd all 
rtftdl (ltd ait tuh|l(l In III 
delltlof to) atihrr Vthltlr 
•ptt rlrd Ihr highway.

11 rigfilraiUh far.

"ttMoglon

taken irtrllai)

l.«so

IN STATE RIGHTS-OF-WAY

ttjamlag

Oprraloii mml hav#
* slid rfgUli alien and 

dtfvrr‘1 llirtvtr Is 
npttalr on pabllf 

tairloitt. rrnom agfi
12 lo II muvl hr 

mtlflrillan In i tafeit 
rdorallaa fSarlf.

M.S22

IINM.SnsttMol.lia A (Ilf 
no*d It til Aid rtottont

tfotrd lo olhrtmolor tthlrlrt 
In on fttirtftnry. Sfcoatdrrair !• 
Vlgtl. A|rt 11 »nd undnoirt

pnMIr mid*. Apt II and sndrt 
tns.l hr •rrempanltd ht # 

rrgltlrrrd adalf.
tAbrti net maintained by 

mow iintotaL Altsallonrd 
• it dril|nalrd inowntrhlll 
roalM. Na Drtnay sit.

Al tlghl anglrt al rtnttln|t,
• IlKIn tllln ond Inwnt pnnoini

rlotrd lo orhkntartrafTIr stow 
poiltd tlllr r»tdn in or 

wollontl parkt; o»»n potltd 
potllont prr manly 

ramtnltilstirrt.

(In IDS. High” •) i, al a dltlancr af 
10 fttf or wiatr Alarg town 

high*i/i aulvldt of Iht tnadnaj.

Alinard In WVDOf KOWai 4tH 
ailmprovtd lurfttt If toad D hal 
malnlalnrd torwhfrlrd vrhitfrl. 
Dottl gotariOnialt maj ffgntal# 

within Ihrlrjurltdlrllofii.

|)rartrilintrlr. 110 
f#r tirdlltd la 

"inawMohllt atrnunr.

JS.0M

R.gl.trrtl-n frr •! 
111 OOajrar.

1I9.M pohlle air 
• Tgltlrtllon frr. Alta

gat (ai-

115 M argltlr tllrtit frr 
• nd IIS SO atrtftr. 
Stlllog rgtnl ttltlnt 

SI OS of ttth frr. Aft# 
frr Nam f«tl t"M lo 

tnawMohllrt.

ONW. Rotroa of I.aw
I’arerctmral

Wjontlng.Si»lr Pirhi aad 
llliutIf Slut trlnnlit) pragtaat

<1903).

Trara (IfDrrr atprnas 
ippalnlrd potiuanl la lb# Main 

V thlt It I Atl.

SNOWMOBII ES

Wjamlnf Slal# rriVl and
Illtlork Slltt

Drparfmini af Ktntwahlr 
n#iaar(N| rark rsd 

I talnird Aim Hirnth

o f  R e g u la t io n s  in
niNDINC

Vrtmohl

ISO ttgl.lr»ll«n frr; 
IIS annaal tolldallitn 
drtlrrj linn itall am 
ftr. Frtt nol trfnlrrd II 

air It fftltlrlrd la 
• wttff't proprtly, atfot

• hnrlglntt with atr 
llmllt>J lo trtrtt r land.

• nd for trtMrn't of 
Nntlhrtn flolatln U

Snow VtMrlr 
#lptr«lar*t flrrntr frr.

/  A  C o m p a r i s o n



SNOWMOBILES IN STATE RIGIITS-OF-WAY / A  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  R e g u l a t i o n s  i n  N o r t h e r n  J u r i s d i c t i o n s  E u l

northern 
( JUMsQlcrloN

ROAD CROSSINGS Sl’F.fclH.tMiiS OF.SIHN
STANDARDS

MCNINi;/
MAINtENANCfc

SAFF.TYF.QUirMF.Nr F.DIJCA 1 ION/ TIUINlNG ai.coiioussufs LlAlilUrVlSsUFJt FIRFARM USE NOISE l.lMnAtlufe j
j

AliiVi
| (fanlimifd)
(;

my--:. ■ i' • ’ 
•

At i tljto ahjtr nhlti 
ililMllly ll aiittlclrnlly rlrtr 
to iilHtfr 1 »fr 1) . ilthirmatt 
ilnp hifnti nulling thd jlilij 
to ail llalflr. Aldrrtailtl and 

non.mblnilred liatllt 
iniatlnnt niiy hot be noiihl 

untut Ilia Aria il npt/i ta 
irtott mobile rpri allon and 
lafrl) precautions (albned.

Mail folio* ptitltd • . 
tpetd Itmlta for fchretrd 

tthlclri
' 1 i ' -'n *',*S -• h r j ', ',1

*/•' v  '{("'I r 
•

Itallt And ai/Mjhlt ef 
nl) nnl ddlfntd fat 
ihnnlnrMIr ntr («.jf i 
Irall il(hl dhltnrft 
i«l ll mat. 15 toph. •

.'•I:'’ J' fjJ

■ ■ ::

{ . : ffgik§ \'
' \  /'■;

. J: .1.'

Snoionabllti mr.«l he rrjulppid 
vtllh litAdlltht, itll U|hl and 
briki. Mnilcnmply nllh 

SSCC llandaidti Alii a red 
tnanflap, a prairtllit tblrld 

nifrall mktln| ptrli, 
Irllerlnlt, rlr. '

Nnnr tfqulltd. (Allheu(b Ulftt at# 
trqulrfd la ablaln a dilttli lltrnif #nd 
(but knnn (hr hAllr lately tblta if Ihr 

. mad).
. . . .

Same iadi apply at fnr
nhtiird ttbltalarmaletltli
,

; • •

Opitaloti ire iltonid 
la ttny ioadid 

fiiitruii, bul air
(tiiiitltd front rirlng 
front A Moling loan 

mi. hi .r.
.
:< i,i.1v

Viilri ilrpindlnj to • ■'] 
lotalicn. Faltbinii 

aflont lotiri.flly Itiwl 1) 
piiltil tprrd llrhlll.

! Anchorage iir» dort nil 
• Hon «if Id Hit 

idunlrlptllly ddt hi ptri 
lo nnlir p.illiilliiri,

.
Idaho 

j’ (fpnilnufd) -
.truiiimnhllM mat tiatt, at 
tlltrtlli at pnnlhlr allrr a 
toll tlop. Iiljhwan and 
pnltllc modi* aye. aai»pt 

rnnliallril afcctt MjlmiH,

Muii hr rtatanalilr «hil 
prudr.'ll f«» f tIt 1 In|> 
tomllllnnt. 45 mph 

limit on fioonird Itallt, ;

llradllihlr, iilltlfhu, and 
rrttrrlari.

ll It a mltdrmrannrnlfrntr In 
drItr ■niteMhe Innwrnrr «f 
altnhol nn a pnbllr rnadiiay 

nr hl(hnay.

■ ' :;-a 
Ah f ihault iytieht in gaod 
noiblng Otdtrara Hofii 

tuppftiling iytient, Nol h 
tiffed jU dbi nn the HA" .

late

• , Main* \ | 
(rohlintlrd) ’ .

j
■ • • ' i

Aliy rprtaie nn i pnhtlr 
nnl) dlilanrr lurMilry 

nn Ihf tiltrnir right of Ihr 
*1) fairrolilng at dlltrliy 
at pottlblr a pnhllc '‘ay, 

ilrfrnalk, atraliirl. fctn'l 
air inarfaat I’lmmt ll.an 

Sl>0 tlrtli li pul nf tntilng 
bridge, impali pI 

untirtpaii.

.
Hralanahlf and 

plbdrhi forr titling 
eoHriHlnn't, t.'ennnl 

»• ft rate labiiarttlal rlik 
nf trrlaai bodily Injur jr.

. . r n tiff ail of rtrkt and 
Lindt ran air minlrl 
and makt (lanli lo 

nrianliatlani, 
(etirnmrnl unlit iof 

tritar(h,dr»(lapmtnl, 
and pUttMni af Itallt.

iitadll|hl and lali 11(1,1. N»lw 
htOUlUlt.

None trrjkllrd. A(* rrtlllfllnnt ably.

,

Illegal fnr mlnirld nprrale 
nndrrlhr IhHueittr atari 
■■lull nllh grralrt lhan .OA 

prfirhl altnhol. Alati lobmll 
In It tl nhtn aikril by 

• ulhnrllj.Implied tnnttnl.

1 '

t.inildnnff daet no) bite Id
keep plrmliri Ufr lat . 

aulhnt Itrd nr unauihailitd 
Utr. Only rtteplldn li If fti it 
cbiigrd. Shanmoltlliowner 
li |«itnlfjr And tiiet ally llihlr 
for damt|tl forihott andrr

l i  ;
■ ,

:/ 4-i'l i? r

rlbi il 58 hrl Not lad {
tldtr to ierioln bulldlngi. 

ind trhrlrrlri.
r \ ' ■; ' •

.

... - .
‘ li ’ ‘ u The o i 1 I r hmlill.

(continued)

! . .'.-W .
i' ,■ 'v

r

rirgirr angle nl raailni, 
mini mwr la a complete 
ilnp before rnlrtlrj a 

mailnay. Muit yltld ROW 
to trhlrlet. In n»nl«t a 

Hltldrd high* o«, the 11ni»ln| li made only al an 
Inlriairllan af inrh Mgh*«ar 
nllh analhrr puMIr air rot ar 
highway. Na prnan nndrr 
M mar tun a pahtlr rant

reitanlblt and ploptr 
amltr ill Iht 
larrotrmllng 

rirrnmtlanrrt. lilt 
tnltalrl la eprtilt In 
any Irtf hnrtrty flt 

planting aril.Nfl more

tlllr liramty ah ttrflanl 
bnonn ai Ihr 

tnmrmnbllr tr alia and 
fnfntf rmrnl ar.rannl In 
Ihy nalnral rrmuitn 
fund, fhr ftjndt »te 
p\rd for (oiiillMrllon 
and malnlrninttnf 

liifli, ilfrlj pinframt, 
and admlnliliallon 

frtlotrenitnl.

#/10f|9?), and mid In 
Mlnnnnla, rhall hrarlhr 

mabrr't prrminrnt lit numhrr.
A mnfTtrrln fnad narkln( 

nrdrr. IlrlmrIt, hraHIIjMr and 
lal|ll(hl|. bf akri, and raflrrlari 

rrqulird.

hair Immnllile pattritlan nf a yalld 
inntwnnlillr lately car tlflratr Itiufd by 
the rommlitlnnrr. frttnbi 14 In il may 
trou taadt If In Immnllilt pnttntlen af 
a taftly (iillnliii ordllaAf*• llrrnir ind 

a pnton II eroldtr.

In nprralr nndrrlhr Inflnrnrr 
nf alrnhnl nhrn ISr prnnn'i 
alcnhnl cancrnlrtllon It 0.11 

nrmnra.

ritMralaf 1 IrinnrilAhllr ll 
Jointly rripenilhlr for Uni 

fiiakrn nhlle on Ihtl 
Innnmabllf.

fltrarm nn a tnnr«mnlillr 
untrti anlnadrd and 

cnmplrltlr rnrlmrd In a 
rare. An airhrry hnw 
mail hr nmlrnng nr 

rnrlmrd In a rare, ll It 
■ hit nnlmlul In n,» a 
rnnnmahllr In rbatr, 
rnn «»er, or Mil an 

animal; rhnnl arallrmpt 
lo thnol an animal from 

a tnonmalillt.

<0 fill:

- M 3 \
:v ' i

i -5 i.vJ.' iv'A

Mnnlina
(tdnllnttrd)

|| '

i •..

Direct trotting eulhoilrrd i| 
an angle el 90• ilr*r tri li 
nrcrlitl) la (ft iinm nna 

aulhnilrni arra nl npnalho 
la inntbir. Only tlheie no 
nfitlincllan trim. Mail 
make complete atop and 
yltld lit nhcamlaf Irifflr.

Teiltd tprril llmltt 
hhtltnM tinted to 
elhrllr »ff1c. Not In 
eiitletl ar reehlfit 
Milinirlltthliiit.'

suit »ndlafa|i!ftl(n 
llAhdaldi.

. % *.>>’ .• .* -V' 
,■ ' >••• '

i . •
One btadlamp and nnelill 

ll|hi,nn il all llmrt. F.qulpptd
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fcafcae S n o w m a c h in e  dea th s  d e m a n d
(inhirm

a t ten t io n
T IM  M O W R Y , O u t d o o r s  E d ito r

It's b ecom ing  a ppa ren t th a t som e th ing  m ust be done  abou t 
s n ow m ach in e s  in A la ska .

T he re  a re  v irtua lly  no  laws rega rd ing  snow m ach in in g  in 
A la ska . You  don 't ha ve  to  w ea r a he lm et. You don 't have to  
have a license . T he re  are no  speed  lim its. The re  is no 
m in im um  age  lim it.

T h is  has been a dead ly  ye a r fo r snow m ach ine rs  in A la ska , 
pa rticu la rly  the  In te rio r, w he re  five peop le  have  d ied  so fa r 
as a resu lt o f in ju ries  sus ta ined  in snow m ach ine  acc iden ts  
and se ve ra l o the rs  have  been se rio us ly  in ju red .

O ne w om an  w as k illed  w hen  she w as  th row n from  the 
snow m ach in e  she w a s  rid ing  and s lam m ed  head firs t in to 
the tru n k  o f a pa rked  car. She  w asn 't w ea rin g  a he lm e t. O ne 
m an w as  bu ried  in an ava lanche  n e a r C an tw e ll. A n o th e r 
w as k illed  w hen  he s tru ck  a ligh t po le  a long the M itche ll 
E xp ressw ay  a t 80 m ph . A  th ird  m an was k illed  w hen  he ran 
in to a ho le o ff the s ide  o f the  tra il on  the S a lcha  R ive r. A  
fo u rth  m an w as fo und  dead nex t to  h is snow m ach ine  
be tw een  G a lena  and  Ruby a fte r appa ren tly  h itting 
som e th ing  and ge tting  th row n  from  his m ach ine .

T he re  have been se ve ra l n e a r m isses , too, the c lo s e s t o f 
w h ich  was the  young  man w ho  w as th row n from  h is 
snow m ach ine  and im pa led  on a 16 -foo t aspen  tre e  3 in ches 
in d iam e te r. The  w o rd  lucky is no t su ffic ie n t to  e xp la in  w hy 
he is s till a live . Tw o w eeks  a go  ano th e r sn o w m ach in e r w as  
p lucked  from  a c re vasse  by a military- h e licop te r nea r 
S um m it Lake. H is 5 8 ,0 00  snow m ach in e  s till res ts  in the 
bo ttom  o f the g lac ie r.

Jus t th is  w eek , a 16 -yea r-o ld  boy w ound  up in the  hosp ita l 
a fte r co llid ing  w ith  a S uba ru  s ta tion  w agon a t a s tre e t 
in te rsec tion  on G e is t Road . A cco rd in g  to  w itn e sses , the boy 
was rid ing  h is A rc tic  C a t on the  s id ew a lk  a long  the  road fa s t 
enough so tha t he w a s  pass ing  tra ff ic  w hen  he s lam m ed  
into the  car. He was no t w ea r in g  a he lm et.

I rea lize  it's im poss ib le  and p ro bab ly  fo o lish  to e s tab lish  a 
speed lim it fo r s n o w m ach in e s  g iven  the te rra in  th ey  tra ve l in 
and the  con tinu ing  te chno lo g ic a l a d van ce s  tna t have

. ■JVT-
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resulted in bigger, faster machines.

Likewise, it's not realistic to keep snowmachines out of 
places where they might fall into a crevasse or get buried by 
an avalanche. Alaska is too big and wild for that. Besides, 
one of the reasons people buy snowmachines is to get to 
those places.

The only thing that can prevent someone from smacking 
into a light pole along a highway at 80 mph, zipping around 
town without a helmet or highmarking on a steep, 
snow-loaded slope is common sense and common sense 
does not come in the form of laws and safety seminars.

It obviously does not come in the form of deaths, either. A 
dozen snowmachiners died as a result of avalanches 
triggered by highmarking last year and it is still a common 
practice for many riders, even though they are obviously 
aware of the dangers.

But there must be something that can be done, whether it's 
require a safety training course for everyone who buys a 
new snowmachine or pass a law requiring snowmachiners 
to wear helmets or stepping up enforcement by Alaska 
State Troopers.

One place to start may be for the state to create some kind 
of Office of Snowmachine Safety similar to the Office of 
Boating Safety that was opened two years ago in an 
attempt to reduce the number of boating deaths in Alaska, 
which has the highest boater fatality rate in the country. 
Granted, the Office of Boating Safety was also created to 
qualify for hundreds of thousands of dollars in federal 
funding.

Believe it or not. almost as many people die in 
snowmachine accidents each year in Alaska as die in 
boating accidents. In the last six years, the average annual 
number of boating deaths in Alaska is 24.

Tnat's the same number of people who died in 
snowmachine accidents last year and with 17 snowmachine 
deaths so far this winter, and'three months of riding left, 
we're on track to equal or top that this year.

It was almost a year ago the Legislature passed the Alaska 
Boating Safety Act, which requires a boat to carry life 
jackets for every person on board and anyone under 13 to 
be wearing one, among other safety requirements.

Coincidentally, the number of boating deaths last year was 
the lowest since 1995. Whether the Boating Safety Act was 
the reason for that is unknown, but it obviously didn't hurt

I am not anti-snowmachine. I am a dog musher and I am 
thankful for the trails they create. Without snowmachines, 
Alaska would be a much smaller place for many 
backcountry travelers.

But fhe fact remains that snowmachines are bigger and 
faster than ever. They are no different than a car or boat 
except that they travel on snow instead of pavement or 
water.

It's time for the state to pull its head out of that snow and do 
something to recognize that fact.
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N ew s-M iner outdoors editor Tim M ow n' can be 
reached via e-mail at tmowry@ newsminer.com or by 
phone at 459-7587.
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Helmetless teen Rets a second chance after wreck

February 04, 200J
B y  B E T H  I P S E N  
S ta f f  W riter

Phillip Snyder was headed home on a borrowed snowmachine after visiting his 
girlfriend Tuesday when he made an unexpected stop -righ t into the side o f  a 
1990 Subaru.

The 16-year-old is lucky because despite the fact that he wasn't wearing a helmet, 
Snyder came away with only a bad concussion and a three-day stay in the 
hospital. Otherwise, he could have been the 18th snowmachine fatality in the 
state.

Snyder adm its to skipping school that day by telling his mother, who 
home-schools him, that he had to work. He also admits he was going about 60 
mph on the bike path running beside Geist Road, which is illegal.

He and the car, driven by 32-year-old Laurel Drews, were both headed east 
toward U niversity Avenue. Snyder said Drews turned o ff Geist and onto W ilcox 
Street. He had about 150 feet to brake, but at the speed he was going, it still 
wasn't enough and he hit the car at about 45 mph.

"It tried to go o ff the side, but it was way too slipper)’," Snyder said. Instead, he 
turned the snowm achine sideways and hit the car, spinning it about 90 degrees.

"If he would have hit head on he probably wouldn't have survived," said his 
mother, Cathy Westling.

Snyder remembers keeping hold o f the handlebars during the impact, but little 
else.

Westling said his chest hit the passenger side door and his chin just cleared car 
level. Troopers who arrived at the scene said Snyder was found lying along side 
the car with h a lf o f his body underneath it.

Drews and the dog that was riding with her didn't suffer any injuries, but the car 
was left with a huge dent almost the length o f the snowmachine. Snyder has to 
paj’ for repairs to both the borrowed snowmachine and Drews' car out o f money 
from his part-time job.

When troopers called Westling after the accident, they told her Snyder only had 
minor injuries.

Westling brought the "two things he ignored that morning" with her to the 
hospital—the boy's helmet and Bible.

Shortly after her arrival, doctors discovered brain hem orrhaging and told 
Westling her son might be flown to Anchorage for treatment.

Westling prepared for the worst.

She went into a meditation room at the hospital and started thinkm g about organ
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• donation because a head injury can turn bad in an instant. She said an unexpected 
urge to pray for her kids' safety at 5 a.m. that da)’ spiritually’ prepared her for the 
accident.

After an hour the bleeding stopped. That left Snyder to concentrate on 
complaining about hospital food until his release Thursday.

On Friday he awoke with a headache, a remnant from the concussion, and he still 
tires easily. But his m other said the boy is back to his old self.

"This whole thing didn't scare me into wearing a helmet all the time," he admitted 
Friday afternoon w hile sitting on a couch at the downtown assisted living home 
W estling and her husband, Les, own. "I do realize that it's smarter to wear a 
helmet."

The incident has shaken up his mother more.

The day before the accident she made Snyder, the second-oldest o f  six children, 
promise her he'd w ear his helmet. Westling e , cntuaMv got him to agree, more for 
her peace o f mind than his safety. Snyder doesn't remember m aking that promise.

Then after the accident, Westling said, she felt her son had hurt her by not making 
good on that prom ise and not thinking what kind o f  effect his death would have 
on his family.

"We have people here (at the assisted living house) with mental illnesses because

• they couldn't deal w ith a child's death," Westling said. "Kids often don't realize 
what kind o f effect that would have on their parents."

In retrospect, she realizes she should have kept a closer eye on her son that day. 
She had explained snowmachine safety and law that prohibits them on bike paths 
to Snyder.

"I did everything I could except for follow him around like a puppy," Westling 
said.

She does have advice for paren ts..

"If you don't have a young person that doesn't comply with the safety’ measures, 
take the machine away," Westling said. "That's one o f the reasons why we don't 
have a machine."

Snyder concedes that he will wear a helmet when he rides snowmachines, simply 
because more head trauma could inflict more permanent injuries.

Trooper spokesperson Greg Wilkinson puts Snyder among the lucky few, 
especially when many o f  the 17 deaths this year happened to people who were 
wearing helmets.

"The fact o f the m atter is, if  there's anything learned, it's so easy’ to die while 
wearing a helmet, why would take you a risk and ride one without," W ilkinson 

^  said.

i M I i a ! , m o r t g a g e .  O n  v i
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Troopers planning snowmachine patrols

January 06, 200J

By  A M A N D A  B O H M A N  and B E T H  IP S E N  
S ta f f  W riter

Last year was a particularly devastating year for snowmachiners in Alaska, and the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
trend is continuing in 2001. This time, Fairbanks is getting hit hard.

H alf o f the eight snowmachine-related deaths in Alaska in the last month occurred 
in or near Fairbanks or happened to people from here.

"And we still have some prime snowmachine accident months ahead o f  us," said 
Alaska State Troopers spokesman Greg Wilkinson.

Two Fairbanksans had fatal accidents in town; one involved someone driving on a 
roadway and another, the latest death, involved excessive speed.

Troopers said 22-vear-old Michael Hampton was apparently going 80 mph when 
he hit a light pole and died from internal injuries Friday morning.

"Snowmachines are really powerful now, they're making them faster and faster,"
Trooper Sgt. Ron Wall said. "Some o f  the snow m achines will do well over 100 
mph easily."

Alaska does not have a law requiring helmet use or a speed lim it for 
snow m achines.

"Parents may tend to let their young people go and ride without proper 
supervision, which is a dangerous tiling to do," said Trooper Lt. Greg Tanner.

A third Fairbanksan died in an avalanche down south.

The fourth death is o f Galena man traveling between Galena and Ruby w'ho was 
found dead beside his snowmachine. Troopers think the man probably hit 
something and was thrown from his machine.

The four other Alaska deaths in the last month, all drownings, occurred in Western 
Alaska.

In part because o f the high number o f accidents last w 'inter-24 people 
d ied-troopers patrolled on snow m achines checking registrations, and warning 
snowmachiners traveling illegally on pedestrian trails, roadways and sidewalks.

Wall said another such campaign is scheduled for this year, but this time instead 
o f  warning violators, people will be cited.

"We're already planning and gearing up," Wall said. "As soon as the staffing 
allow's us, we're going to implement it."

Snowmachine advocate Lee Johnson says more snowmachine trails and a 
statewide safely effort w'ould address the problem.

"States that have done research have found that most accidents occur in an
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uncontrolled situation-m eaning  not on the trail," said Johnson, a member o f the 
Fairbanks Sno Travelers. "There are small grassroots efforts to put on some 
minimal safety training in different places in the state. There is just not an 
organized, statewide effort. It's piecemeal."

The state offers a pam phlet, "Common Sense About Snowmobiling." free at 
trooper posts. Snowm achining groups and manufacturers also have safety 
information, but in Alaska, snowmachiners aren't required to wear helmets and 
they aren't required to have safety training.

As a m atter o f fact, Johnson said, there aren't any certified snowmachine safety 
courses offered in the state.

He said volunteers occasionally hold safety courses, such as at th^ North Pole 
W inter Carnival, but the material taught varies because there aren’t any standards 
that set out how classes should be conducted.

Johnson said an organization needs to take on implementing a statewide safety 
effort.

"Alaska is a big state so it's difficult to get it done on any scale," he said.

Why is the local death rate higher this year than last year? It's probably chance 
mixed w ith warmer weather beckoning people outside, Johnson said.

To a degree, W ilkinson agrees.

"The warm  weather I'm sure has been responsible for some o f these drownings 
(but) 1 don't think we're looking at anything new this year. W e're looking at open 
water and we're looking at people going too fast," he said.

Here Today... 
G one  Tomorrow]
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Man dies in sno-ao accident

January 06, 2001
B y  B E T H  I P S E N  
S t a f f  W riter

The second snowm achine faiality in a week claimed the life o f a 22-year-old 
Fairbanks man early Friday morning.

A laska Stale Troopers said M atthew M. Hampton died o f  internal injuries after he 
struck a streetlight next to the Mitchell Expressway about 2:20 a.m. Hampton was 
wearing a helm et and hit the pole with his torso. Trooper Capt. M ike Stickler 
said.

Hampton was apparently riding a 600cc 1997 Ski-doo Formula II at a high rate o f 
speed on a snowm achine trail beside the expressway between University Avenue 
and Peger Road when he swerved to the right to avoid the metal light pole, a 
trooper report said.

But the left side o f the snowmachine hit the light pole and its concrete base, 
slamming Hampton into the pole, the report said. The snowm achine traveled an 
additional 70 feet before landing against a sign post.

"He was traveling with a friend," Trooper Lt. Greg Tanner said. "The friend got 
down to University (Avenue) and discovered that die victim (Hampton) was not 
behind him any longer and went back and found him."

"The friend said they were doing 80 mph, so of viously speed had a factor in the 
accident," Tanner said. Alcohol doesn't appear to be involved, troopers said.

Hampton was not breathing when troopers arrived on scene. Troopers said 
m edics performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation and transported him to 
Fairbanks M emorial Hospital, where he was pronounced dead on arrival.

The fata] accident was the second involving a snowm achine in less than a week.
A third Fairbanksan, also on a snowmachine, died in Decem ber in an avalanche. 
A nother rider was seriously injured in a separate incident.

Kelly Anne Gibson. 26, died Monday o f  head injuries a day after she was 
partially ejected from the back o f  a snowm achine and struck the trunk o f a parked 
car along Bentley Drive. Neither she nor the driver o f  the Polaris Indy Trail.
M ark .Van Brady, 32, was wearing a helmet.

Police say alcohol may have been a factor. Records said Brady had a .03 
breath-alcohol level at the time. The state's .10 limit for driving applies to 
snowm achine use. Charges may be pending, police said.

On Dec. 9, James W. Thompson, 44, died in an avalanche while snowmachining 
in Denali National Park and Preserve about 20 miles south o f  Cantwell.

A North Pole snowmachiner was injured when he was im paled by a 10-foot-long 
branch off the Old Richardson Highway Dec. 23.

mm
On Toner SuppBes

I N  T H f  M A R K E T  
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Bryan Carpenter. 22, was listed in fair condition at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital
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Friday. A 3-inch-diam eter branch pierced Carpenter's left lower chest, protruding 
about four feet.

"If people aren't being careful, people can get themselves in trouble," Tanner said. 
"Snowm achines can be wonderful recreation vehicles, but they're machines with 
a lot o f  power. People tend to get carried away and ride beyond their limits."
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Snowmachine crackdown due

Other trail u sers  su ffer  from  lack o f  en fo rcem en t  

January) 14, 2001 

B y  S T A N  J U S T IC E

The New s-M iner has run a number o f stories critical o f snowm achine restrictions 
in Denali Park. Hatcher Pass, Yellowstone National Park, etc. This trend 
continued with the newspaper's Dec. 4 editorial titled "Snowmachine Squeeze," 
which bemoaned the restrictions, and advocated building a statewide 
snowmachine trail system.

The editorial failed to mention the larger problem wdth recreational 
snowmachining, and the multiple reasons that jurisdiction after jurisdiction have 
banned them, or are attempting to ban them. The sport o f snowm achining is 
broken, prom pting agencies and individuals to do everything in their pow»er to 
squeeze tire obnoxious and dangerous machines out.

On the local level, Fairbanks now' has "No Motor Vehicle" signs on all the bike 
paths. The understaffed troopers have started issuing a few' tickets to 
snowm achiners who violate current state laws banning snow m achines from bike 
paths, sidew'alks and roadways. The Alaska Department o f  Transportation has 
made it clear they do not want snow m achines in their rights-of-way. Alaska 
Railroad does not want them in their ROW. The University o f  Alaska does not 
want them on campus lands, and there are numerous angry property owners 
exasperated at the trespassing machines.

Enforcement is difficult, forcing property owners to expend considerable money 
and effort to build barriers. Examples include the chain link fence that w'as 
installed around the Fairbanks G olf and Country' Club and the 100 posts that 
volunteers planted to try to protect the UAF ski-trail system.

The recent editorial made a good start by mentioning the noise and the stench, 
certainly things that need to be fixed, but failed to address the lack o f speed 
limits, lack o f  user age limits, lack o f a way to identify' the machine or the driver, 
lack o f a license requirement for the driver, lack o f training, lack o f  insurance 
requirement, or lack o f a police force able to enforce snowm achine rules.

The lack o f  controls combined with more capable machines has resulted in a 
predictable increase in the death and injury rate including the recent string o f 
tragic accidents. Dr. Steven Tow'er, an orthopedic surgeon, studied the statewide 
trauma registry and medical examiners' databases. He reports in the December 
issue o f the N ordic Skier newsletter the following statistics:

"From 1996-99. 44 Alaskans died related to w'inter recreational pursuits. Forty of 
the fatalities were related to snowmachining. The rate o f fatalities related to 
snowm achining appears to be increasing in that the 1999-2000 season saw' 24 
fatalities w'hereas 12 to 15 fatalities w'ould have been expected based on review o f 
the 1996-99 data."

Tow'er also reported that "from 1996-97, 451 Alaskans were hospitalized related 
to winter recreational activities. O f that total, 322 o f  these hospitalizations were 
related to snowmachining. Fifteen o f the snowmachine injured w'ere Alaskans
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struck or run over while ... hiking, skiing and mushing." The Alaska State 
epidem iologist has determined the rate o f death or hospitalizations per mile 
traveled bysnow m achine is 10 times that o f road traffic, noted Tower, who 
concludes: "1 would not recommend that children or teens use trails also used by 
snow m achines and adults need to be war)' in this setting."

There was a time when snow m achines were useful for setting a trail. They were 
heavy and the track moved at the same speed as the machine. Today's lightweight 
m achines with track-spinning power and paddle tracks turn the trails to mounds 
o f mush interspersed with areas stripped to bare ground.

If  one attempted to design a machine for destroying trails, they couldn't do much 
better than today's snow m achines.

The state o f  A laska does need to take the lead, but not in the direction the 
N ew s-M iner editorial suggested. The state needs to set aside more areas for quiet 
recreation and confine snowmachine racing to racetracks where they belong.
Comprehensive legislation needs to be passed and implemented to bring 
snowm achining into line with the controls we apply to people driving cars-speed 
limits, age limits, noise limits, pollution controls, licensing (driver and machine), 
training, insurance, and enforcement. A lot needs to be done before the public is 
going to embrace construction o f  a network o f snowmachine trails.

Stan Justice is a frequent user of the Fairbanks trail systems as a skier, 
cyclist, and former competitive runner.
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Sno-go drivers not all alike

January 21, 2001 

B y  M A R T Y  H A L L
I'm a snowm achiner who looks forward to winter and getting out on m y machine.

M any o f the trails I use are shared trails. Shared by snow machines, mushers, 
skiers and even walkers. .Aid the moose. One must never forget we're sharing with 
the moose. I practice courtesy and expect it from those other groups. Except the 
moose. Generally. I see it. However, on occasion I see people in all groups doing 
things with total disregard o f  other people in any group, including their own.

We all have seen the idiot on the winter rocket blasting down the side o f  the road, 
or in the road or trail, in total disregard for safety or anything else around him, As 
a citizen o f  the area I don't like that. WTien I see that I hope for someone in power 
to nail their butt to the wall.

W hile 1 feel for the family they max’ leax’e behind to grieve and suffer, or any 
innocent individual involved, if  someone has a total lack o f consideration for any 
kind o f  rules o f  safety and kills themselves--so be it. But stupidity' is not the sole 
property o f  snow  machiners.

One late evening I was going home and slowed approaching an intersection. As I 
began turning left, I slowed down ex'en more. The ice fog was bad. The road was 
slippery, and there was no option to continue straight. Suddenly, out o f  the fog 
from my right, came this ghostly apparition on a bike with no lights, no reflectors, 
nothing for me to see him before he was right there in front o f  me. This was 
definitely not an isolated case—a x'ersion o f  it happens to us all on a regular basis 
in many locations, winter or summer.

1 somewhat enx'y the person on the bike at 30 below who can get out there and do 
his thing _if he g i\res me half a chance to avoid hitting him. I f  he’s out there in the 
driving lane with nothing on him making light, or at least reflecting my 
headlights, this pinhead is jeopardizing me with his stupidity. If my 2,500-pound 
truck cannot stop or turn in lime, am I going to hit him ? Or end up in a ditch, 
hopefully that being my only problem?

How about those groups o f runners^cvclists traveling two. three or four abreast in 
the road. The ones that when you come up on them from either direction, won't 
even turn their heads to acknowledge the fact that you're there. Or, on a hill, when 
there's someone in the road weax’ing back and forth because his bike won't gear 
down enough make it up going straight, and a x'ehicle com ing doxx'n the hill. You 
want to avoid injuring anyone so you do whatever is required, but in all o f this 
there's not one lick o f acknowledgment that you are trying to share the road as you 
should. Or on your snowmachine with the skier ori the trail.

This lack o f  consideration by certain members o f these groups surely can't cause 
as much damage to trails as some uncaring idiot on a snow  machine, but the 
behavior is ju st as rude and inconsiderate. Injury can be caused by these people 
not only to themselves, but also to others. Most likely the injury to the 'others' 
occurs while attempting to not injure the cyclist or runner.

a m a z o n j c o r r i

It would be a shame to paint all runners and cyclists with the same brush. I reserve
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the terms of derision above only for those who deserve them. As a rule, most of 
them are aware of the worid around them and are intelligent enough to do 
something to allow themselves to be seen and avoided. And to let me know that 
they know I'm there. That's all I ask from them.
As for the snowmachiners criticized by Stan Justice in his Jan. 14 guest opinion, if 
he can suggest any reasonable way to control those in my group who deserve 
controlling" I will surely support his efforts. But when he paints_all who ride and 
enjoy snowmachines, including those who attempt to ride them in a safe sane 
manner, all the same color, I strenuously object.
Marty Hall is an inspector for an airline and a 28-vear resident of Fairbanks. 

Rsearch! V o u r - l H p n t i t v C o m  Lb e a r c m  Y 6 u r - l d e n t i t y . C o m  f  m
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Vs f la g ra n t clis*" tl of 
'il r ig h ts  a n d  ..oil’s  
lo ral beliefs. If n .^ s e  peo- 
h c  o th e r  w ay  from  w h a t 
) d u m p ed  on th e  coun try , 
line  a b o u t A sh cro ft's  gel- 
f a re  a fra id  h e  will nclual- 
uil a n d  civil r ig h ts  nnd  
c ir  p ra c tic e s  of doub le

— John A. Morrison 
Anchorage

d  t o  k e e p  j o b s  
c o m p e t i t i v e

pond to  G en e  W h e e le r 's  
h is le t te r  re g a rd in g  th e  

on vs. co llec tive  bargain*  
/e  h a d  a  p u rp o s e  in th e  

th a t  w o re  n o t sa fe  an d  
k in g 'co n d itio n s , h u t now  

vi ote . Yes! ilow evel', th e  
iro teclion  did n o t help  th e  
r  th e  b ra k e s  failed on  th e  
•r h is em p lo y er in Valdez, 
belong lo  a  un ion  th a t  n o t 
ins for m y sa la ry  b u t a lso  
2 an d  efficien t for m y e m ­
u s  h a v e  jo b s  th a t  d o  n o t 
itling  a t  th e  d ro p  o f a  b a t 
e n t p la lis , e tc ., b e c a u s e  
cally, isn ’t  il? H ave a  n ice

—  Ed Cullinane 
Anchorage

m i g h t  b e c o m e  
th  p r o p e r  n i c k n a m e

se v e ra l s to r ie s  rec e n tly  
do llar coin a n d  its cool re ­
nin public. T h e  C e n te r  for 
laby-H nck a n tic ip a te d  Ibis 
ago a n d  h a s  b ee n  diligcnt-
• the  a c c e p ta n c e  of th e  dol- 
•oup of A lask an s m ay  hold 
in  su c c e s s  o f Ib is  coin.
ic c e n te r  h as  b ee n  u s in g  is
• n ic k n am e  "D abyj t t agk .11 
bo h a v e  th e  " L o o n f lS P iid  
im e s  th a t  a r e  c a lc r r ^ m d  
luesn 'l c u t it in  th is d ep a rl-

g ra m , an d  th ey  m e e t few er days a w eek  for only 
40 m in u te s . U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e  n e g a tiv e  effects 
of th e s e  c u ts  a r e  b eco m in g  painfully  ev iden t.

I t  is a  p ro v en  fact th a t  c h ild ren  w ho stu d y  
m u sic , p lay  a  m u sica l in s t ru m e n t  o r  s in g  in a 
m u sica l g ro u p  do b e l te r  in  schoo l. T h e ir  b ra in s  
d ev e lo p  m o re  fully, they  excel in m a th  an d  o lh e r  
s u b je c ts , s c o re  b e t te r  on te s ts , h av e  h ig h e r  self­
e s te e m  a n d  le n m  lo w ork  to g e th e r  coopcrn livc-
iy-

A n y th in g  th a t  h a s  su c h  a tre m e n d o u s  effect 
on o u r  y o u n g  p eo p le  is w o rth  th e  lim e, e n e rg y  
a n d  m o n ey  it tn k e s  to  k ee p  il going. II is m uch  
b e t te r  to  in v e s t in o u r  sch o o l m u s ic  p ro g ra m s  
now  th a n  to  sp e n d  th e  m oney  on  rem e d ia l e d u ­
ca tio n , ju v e n ile  d e te n tio n  p ro g ra m s , m e n ta l 
h e a lth  c o u n se lin g  an d  a b u s e  o r  add ic tion  p ro ­
g ra m s  la te r . M usic  is im p o r ta n t to all of us, in 
m o re  w ay s th a n  you c a n  im ag ine . M usic is e s ­
s e n tia l, n o t optional.

— Adam Stewart, high school student
Anchorage

A n  a p a t h e t i c  p u b l i c  i s  y i e l d i n g  

t o  f r i g h t e n i n g  n e w  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

O u r n e w  p re s id e n t  a n d  h is  a d m in is tra tio n  
a r e  f r ig h te n in g  to  m e. As a baby  b o o m e r, I o b ­
s e rv e d  th e  c h a n g e s  o u r  c o u n try  w e n t th ro u g h  
d u r in g  th e  V ie tn am  W ar, p e a c e  p ro te s t ,  d ra f t 
r e s i s ta n c e  a tld  lh e  n b u s c ;‘6f foi;ec.by. C h icago  
M ay o r D aley , a s  well a s  K en t.S ta te , l t e l  r e g a rd ­
le s s  of w h a t s id e  you  favo red , th e  p u rp o se  w as 
lo  in i t ia te  c h a n g e  a n d  sp e a k  up, re su lt in g .i ll  
m a n y  c h a n g e s  th a t  o u r  k ids e x p e r ie n c e  today  
a n d  th a t  m a d e  u s , a s  a  na tion , b e tte r ,

T h is  is w hy I am  so  s u rp r is e d  a n d  sh o ck ed  a l  
h ow  a p a th e t ic  w e ’ve b ec o m e . W illi a  s tro k e  of 
h is  jien , o u r  new ly  e le c te d  p re s id e n t  lia s  
s to p p e d  fe d e ra l fu n d s  from  g o in g  lo  o v e rs e a s  
o p e ra tio n s  o f P la n n e d  P a re n th o o d . J u s t if ic a ­
tion : In a n  e d u c a tio n a l m a n n e r  th e y  d isc u ss  
a b o r tio n s . T h ey  d o n ’t p e rfo rm  th e m  b u t m e re ly  
s p e a k  o f  th e m . T h e n  P re s id e n t  H ush  b re a k s  a  
2 0 0 -p lu s-y ea r  ru le  o f o u r  fo u n d in g  fa th e rs ,  th e  
s e p a r a t io n  of c h u rc h  a n d  s ta le .  D usli w a n ts  lo  
g ive  fe d e ra l fu n d in g  nnd  an  office in th e  W hile 
H o u se  lo  " fa ith -b a se d "  c h a r itie s .

1 a s s u m e d , in c o rre c tly  I se e , th a t  th is  w ould 
c r e a te  ire ; in s te a d  no o n e  in p o litic s  w a n ts  to 
c a s t  th a t  f ir s t  a c c u s a to ry  s to n e . So a tre n d  b e ­
g in s: a  le a d e r  w h o se  ru le  w as  n e v e r  q u cs-  
lio n c d , w h o se  o r d e r s  w e re  c a r r ie d  o u t o b ed i­
e n t ly  a n d  qu ick ly . H u t in  A m eric a  w e 're  too

• • • • • r It . J  _4i--- t -  r»

I mil a p e  a t  A laska A irlin es’ e v e r  hav ing
to b e  on I m ad  lo  re c o v e ry .” If it h a d  n o t
c h e a te d  a im  c u t c o s ts  to m a in ta in  se v en -fig u re  
c o rp o ra te  s a la r ie s  a n d  p u t th e  m o n e y  w h e re  it 
w as n ee d ed , in to  p ro p e r  a irp la n e  m a in te n a n c e , 
th is  s to ry  n e v e r  w ould h av e  n e e d e d  lo  be p r in t­
ed , III) p eo p le  w ou ld  n o t h a v e  h a d  to  d ie , an d  
fam ilies w ould  n o t have had  lo  h e  d es tro y e d .

I a m  n o t " lo v in g  i t” Hint th e  a ir l in e  is 
"p u l lin g  m o re  r e s o u r c e s  on th e  lin e ,"  a n d  I 
w ish  il h ad  d o n e  th e  r ig h t tilin g  in th e  f irs t 
p lace . 1 w ish  th a t  nn p eo p le  h a d  n o t d ied  an d  
iiope th a t I do n o t h av e  lo su f fe r  in te r r o r  ev e ry  
tim e a  p la n e  h its  a  h it of tu rb u le n c e  o r  m a k e s  a 
b ad  land ing .

— Mary D. Mundell 
Chugiak

N o i s y  c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  b e  w e l c o m e  

a t  c i t y ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o l k  f e s t i v a l
R o b e rt G m ich tick  p o in te d  n u t p . . d e n is  th a t  

th e  A n ch o rag e  Folk  F es tiv a l h a s  w ith  e x t r a n e ­
o u s n o ise  a n d  so m e  su g g e s tio n s  fo r th e  A n­
c h o ra g e  F o lk  F e s tiv a l to  a m e lio ra te  th o se  
p ro b le m s  ("Y akk ing  c e llp h o n e  u s e rs ,  c h ild re n  
w ho c n n ’l b e h a v e  ru in  folk fe s tiv a l,"  L e t te r s ,  
J a n .  2!)). K ids a r e  a lw ays a p ro b lem , il s e e m s . I 
h ope  th e  Folk F estiv a l d o es  n o t co m e dow n loo 
h a rd  on th o s e  n o isy  k ids. 1 w a n t to  s e e  k ids 
k ee p  co m in g  Lo th e  A n c h o ra g e  festiv a l. I t  h a s ' 
b ee n  w onderfu l to  w a tch  so  m a n y  of th e m  grow  
fron t b ab ie s  to a d u lts  a n d  la k e  th e ir  m u sic  w ith  
th em .

T h e  A n ch o rag e  F olk  F e s tiv a l lia s  tru ly  b ee n  
a  p la c e  fo r tra d itio n a l m u s ic  to  b e  p a s s e d  from  
on e  g e n e ra tio n  lo a n o th e r . D u rin g  th is  p a s t  fes­
tival, I h a v e  h a d  th e  p le a s u re  o f p la y in g  w ith  
so m e  of Lhe m o s t ta le n te d  m u s ic ia n s  I h av e  ev ­
e r  m e t, m o s t of th e m  le s s  th a n  h a lf  m y  a g e  an d  
from  A laska. T h e  A n c h o ra g e  F o lk  F e s tiv a l 
g iv es k ids a p la c e  to sh o w  off a n d  ja m  a t  vol­
u m e s  th a t  d o n ’t p e rm a n e n tly  d a m a g e  a n y o n e ’s 
h e a r in g  a n d  in  a d ru g - a n d  a lc o h o l-fre e  en v i­
ro n m e n t. l t  is su c h  a  p le a s u r e  to  w a tc h  th e m  
g e l b e l te r  w ith  ea ch  y ea r.

OK, so  it’s  noisy. T h a t’s  th e  w ay  fam ilies a re . 
T h a t’s  th e  w ay  k ids a re . I t ’s  n o t th e  o p e ra . I t ’s  
th e  p a s s in g  of m u s ic  from  o ld  to  young . I t’s  
f r ie n d s  s e e in g  o n e  n n o llie r . I t ’s  a g r e a t  show . 
I t ’s  ail n n n uaW m m m u n itv  tra d itio n . A nd you 

o o u t in th e  h a lls  a n d  ja m .
\ belong, d a n g  il!

— dim K en  
A nc/io raoe

noisy  kids, 
T h a t’s  w here '

As th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l  im p a c t o r 'o m o b iie  
u s e  b eg in s  In o u tw e ig h  th e  m o rr  ihilily  of 
oil, le t ’s  d e c id e  w h e th e r  w e w . c i tie s  d e ­
s ig n e d  a n d  c o n s tru c te d  for e a s y  a n d  sa fe  
p e d e s tr ia n  a c c e s s . 1 th in k  w e do.

—  Hob Curlis-,Johnson 
.Anchorage

S t o p  w h i n i n g ,  s n o w m a c l i i n e i  s ;  

y o u  a r e  e a r n i n g  y o u r  o w n  b a d  r a p

My h u s b a n d  a n d  I a r e  fed u p  w ith  sn o w m o ­
b ile s  ru n n in g  u p  a n d  dow n o u r  s t r e e t  a l  a lb  
h o u rs , b e in g  r id d e n  by  te e n s  w ho a r e  n o t ev en  
o ld  e n o u g h  lo  d riv e . T h e y  s e e m  to th in k  th e y  
ow n th e  ro a d s  in  o u r  d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  c a n  do 
a s  th ey  p le a se  w h en  th ey  p le a se .

Wc h a v e  ca lle d  lo  r e p o r t  th e m  a n d  h a d  n o t 
o n e  tilin g  d o n e  by th e  t ro o p e r s ,  w ho  a r e  s u p ­
p o sed  lo  co m e o u t h e re .

W hat is it g o in g  to  la k e  lo  g e l so m e th in g , 
d o n e?  S o m e o n e  g e t t in g  h u r t  b ad ly  o r  k illed? 
W lial is w ro n g  w ith  p a re n ts  th e s e  d ay s?

T h e n  all th e s e  sn o w m o b ile  r id e r s  co m p la in  
a b o u t g e l l in g  a b a d  n a m e  w ith  p eo p le . T h is  is ' 
o n e  of th e  r e a s o n s .  T o  o u r  k n o w le d g e  il is j 
a g a in s t th e  law  to r id e  dow n a  ro a d  w ith  a  foiir- j 
w h e e le r  o r  sn o w m o b ile . So w h y  a r e  th e y  al-;l 
low ed lo  do  it? I s n 't  llid b i a iiy  w hy w e c a n  g e l it J 
’s te p p e d ? ’ ',v ' h

If th e s e  te e n s  a r e  n o t ta u g h t  to  r id e  by l l ic j  
law s o f th is  s ta le ,  th e n  th e y  o u g h t to h a v e  th e  
m a c h in e s  ta k e n  aw a y  fro m  th e m . A nd an y o n e ;' 
w ho b u y s o n e  of th e s e  m a c h in e s  sh o u ld  h a v e  lo  j 
go to  c la s s e s  to  le a rn  th e  p ro p e r  w ay  to  rid<b 
nnd  th e  law s for th em .

R ack  in N ew  H a m p s h ire , w e b e lo n g e d  to  a 
sn o w m o b ile  c lu b  a n d  n e v e r  ro d e  like s o m e  of j 
th e s e  p e o p le  do  h e re . W c h a d  r e s p e c t  fo r b U ib  
e r s  a n d  th e  law s. You c r o s s e d  th e  ro a d s ,  yb iji 
d id n ’t  r id e  dow n th e m  a l  an y  tim e.

L e t s o m e  o f th e s e  r id e r s  w ho  c o m p la in t 
a b o u t llie ir  r ig h ts  c o m e  o u t h e r e  a n d  s e e  w h o s e ! 
r ig h ts  a r e  b e in g  a b u s e d . r|

—  Sandra Holt * 
WasiWtll

tt
[I

G o o d m a n  i s  w r o n g ;  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ’s  \
 ■______l ________f f  • _ _________  I____
o n l y  r e a l  p a y o f f  i s  m o r e  a b o r t i o n s I

He E lle n  G o o d m a n 's  co lu m n  sacriS ; 
liccs  f re e  sp e e c h  to a b o rtio n  po lilic!V 8*an . 2(I);L 

S h e  m a k e s  a  b la n k e t s ta te m e n t  Hint th e  oiiljjh 
til in g s  th a t  p r e v e n t  a b o r t i o n  a r e  f ami ly  p l a n j j



[Fwd: Amendment re Open Container LawJ

Subject: [Fwd: Amendment re Open Container Law]
Date: W ed, 20 M ar 2002 13:03:15 -0900 

From: Mike Krieber <M ike_Krieber@ legis.state.ak.us>
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Rynnieva M oss <Rynnieva_M oss@ legis.state.ak.us>

I p a s s e d  this a l o n g  to L e g i s  L e g a l  for c o m m e n t  a n d / o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  the 
b l a n k  CS I g a v e  y o u  e a rlier. . . .will let y o u  k n o w  w h e n  I h e a r  b a c k

Subject: Amendment re Open Container Law 
Date: Wed, 20 M ar 2002 11:18:52 -0900 

From: Mary Marshburn <M ary_M arshburn@ admin.state.ak.us>
To: M ike_Krieber@ legis.state.ak.us 

CC: Anne_Carpeneti@ law.state.ak.us

Mike:
Anne and I talked and we have a really easy amendment that would keep off-highway vehicles under the 
open container law. Here's the language for you:

Amend AS 28.35.029(a) to read: "A person may not drive a motor vehicle, off-highwav vehicle, watercraft 
or aircraft on a highway or vehicular way . . . "

It simply inserts the necessary language into the open container law so that "motor vehicles" aren't the only 
vehicles covered. Nice and clean.

Lemme' know. I will be out this afternoon from about 12 until maybe 3 but you can leave voice mail or 
send me an e-mail. I assume that if you agree w/this language you'll put it forward to the committee 
tomorrow a.m. or give it to Rynieva for the com?

Darn but we're gooood!!!

Mary

I ol I 3/22/2002 1:05 I'M

mailto:Mike_Krieber@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Rynnieva_Moss@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Mary_Marshburn@admin.state.ak.us
mailto:Mike_Krieber@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Anne_Carpeneti@law.state.ak.us


[Fwd: Amendment re Open Container Law]

Subject: [Fwd: Amendment re Open Container Law]
Date: W ed, 20 M ar 2002 13:03:15 -0900 

From: Mike Krieber <Mike_Krieber@ legis.state.ak.us>
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Rynnieva Moss <Rynnieva_Moss@Iegis.state.ak.us>

I p a s s e d  this a l o n g  to L e g i s  L e g a l  for c o m m e n t  a n d / o r  i n c l u s i o n  in the 
b l a n k  CS I g a v e  y o u  e a r l i e r  w ill let y o u  k n o w  w h e n  I h e a r  b a c k

Subject: Amendment re Open Container Law 
Date: Wed, 20 M ar 2002 11:18:52 -0900 

From: Mary M arshburn <M ary_M arshburn@ adinin.state.ak.us>
To: Mike_Krieber@ legis.state.ak.us 
CC: Anne_Carpeneti@ law.slate.ak.us

Mike:
Anne and I talked and we have a really easy amendment that would keep off-highway vehicles under the 
open container law. Here's the language for you:

Amend AS 28.35.029(a) to read: "A person may not drive a m otor vehicle, ol’f-highwav vehicle, watercraft 
or aircraft on a highway or vehicular way . . . "

It simply inserts the necessary language into the open container law so that "motor vehicles" aren't the only 
vehicles covered. Nice and clean.

Lemme' know. 1 will be out this afternoon from about 12 until maybe 3 but you can leave voice mail or 
send me an e-mail. I assume that if you agree w/this language you'll pul it forward to the committee 
tomorrow a.m. or give it to Rynieva for the com?

Darn but we're gooood!!!

Mary

i <>r i 1/20/2002 5 I'M
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
com m ittee name

Committee on H B  397 , dated March 21,2002
bill #  /  subject

Dear Committee Members,

The Kenai Peninsula Borough Trails Commission would like to comment on the proposed 
change to HB 397. In our opinion the requirement of a possessing a State of Alaska Drivers 
License in order to operate a snow machine or four-wheeler should be replaced by a 
requirement for driver safety certification for underage operators. While the requirement of 
possessing a standard drivers involve motorized vehicles that are often operated on busy trails 

or roadways among other vehicles and pedestrians. This should warrant that the underage 
operator have, at a minimum, formal training in the safety issues and responsibilities associated 
with the operation of a vehicle that can easily kill or maim if used improperly.

The implementation of any certification program will obviously require funding, but these costs 
can be mitigated through the cooperation of local, state and national A T V / O H V  and snow 
mach. organizations. There are safety classes given each year by snow machine clubs all 
over the state. Our local Caribou Hills Cabin Hoppers use grant money to give out 
hundreds of free helmets each year and their members also donate time to go into the local 
schools and address assemblies on safe four-wheeler and snow machine operations.

Signed: Mike Tetreau, Chair____________________________________________________
Testifier

KPB T ra ils  C om m iss io n______________________________________________________________________
Representing (optional)

144 N Binkley Soldotna, AK 99672_______________________________________________________
Address

Phone number
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' T e s t i m o n y  o n  H B  3 9 7  f o r  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  3 - 2 1 - 0 2

The State could facilitate and encourage the expansion of these existing programs, 
supplementing them as needed through grant monies generated by snowmachine registration 
funds. This type of community and user-based program would be more effective than going to 
the local D M V  office and taking a generic test.

Some type of reasonable and proactive action is needed to address the rapid growth of 
A T V / O H V  and snow machine use with the accompanying increased number of accidents 
resulting in serious injury or death. Ineffective or un-enforced laws do little to improve safety 
on our trails and roads. While laws and regulations are not always the best solution, 
law enforcement officers must have some tools to fell back on when necessary. A requirement 

for driver safety certification, supported by community and user-based programs, could help to 
meet both of these needs.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Kenai Peninsula Borough Trails Commission.

Signed: Mike Tetreau, Chair__________
Testifier

KPB Trails Commission_____________
Representing (optional)

144 N Binkley Soldotna, AK 99669 
Address

Phone num ber
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Testimony on HB 397 for the House State Affairs Committee 3-21-02

T h e  S ta te  c o u ld  f a c i l i ta te  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e s e  e x is t in g  p ro g ra m s , 
s u p p le m e n tin g  th e m  a s  n e e d e d  th ro u g h  g ra n t  m o n ie s  g e n e ra te d  b y  s n o w m a c h in e  re g is tra tio n  
fu n d s . T h is  ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ity  a n d  u s e r -b a s e d  p ro g ra m  w o u ld  b e  m o re  e f fe c tiv e  th a n  g o in g  to  

th e  lo c a l  D M V  o f f ic e  a n d  ta k in g  a  g e n e r ic  te s t.

S o m e  ty p e  o f  r e a s o n a b le  a n d  p ro a c t iv e  a c tio n  is  n e e d e d  to  a d d re s s  th e  r a p id  g ro w th  o f  
A T V /O H V  a n d  s n o w  m a c h in e  u s e  w ith  th e  a c c o m p a n y in g  in c re a s e d  n u m b e r  o f  a c c id e n ts  
r e s u ltin g  in  s e r io u s  in ju ry  o r  d e a th . In e f fe c tiv e  o r  u n -e n fo rc e d  la w s  d o  l i t t le  to  im p ro v e  sa fe ty  
o n  o u r  tra i ls  a n d  ro a d s . W h ile  la w s  a n d  re g u la tio n s  a re  n o t  a lw a y s  th e  b e s t  so lu tio n , 
la w  e n fo rc e m e n t  o f f ic e r s  m u s t  h a v e  s o m e  to o ls  to  fa l l  b a c k  o n  w h e n  n e c e s s a ry . A  re q u ire m e n t  
fo r  d r iv e r  s a fe ty  c e r t if ic a t io n , s u p p o r te d  b y  c o m m u n ity  a n d  u s e r -b a se d  p ro g ra m s , c o u ld  h e lp  to  
m e e t  b o th  o f  th e s e  n e e d s .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  o u r  c o m m e n ts .

K e n a i P e n i n r i l a  B o ro u g h  T ra ils  C o m m is s io n .

--- ---
Testifier

KPB Trails Commission
Representing (optional)

.

144 N Binkley Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature
' 5

Please enter into the record my testim ony to the

Com m ittee on

Com m ittee nam e 

dated ^
Bill/Subject

T ^ r 'C 'S  / s s c / r ' s  7 j t  ^ c - ' t 'j Z Z e  Z Z  A  Z Z j  y j ^ ^

6/'>/>/y ,U  y  /tr-r'J/S M ,y>  Zft> ftftZ / s /Z g  c/' Z f t f t f t tc J )

"fZ -c ‘Z? f t  J? ft^ y  o j Z cJ j Z  f t  f t  Z > ft/ ft-t cẑu*—£Z  f t 'f t  ft"  is  Z  /  f t  ft ~r“ M-

y r Z  1 5  a Z> \ftt ftC f 5  ZZ1 *’ Z  J Z* ^ Z / ^ / c ^ r ^ s  Z f  c s '/?  s' .£> / V  / f t  c T /~  e?y?y? Z ft e Z)Z?

ftc s ft e Z  IAJ c * y  if t f t  Z t r  Z 'f t % J T '^ Z  iu S  6 (ft#  f t  '  z&> -ft ft. Zi £( i t  c -c _

Z  ^  / f t  Z ~ y j / ' ’s f t / { a-y?_s S 'f t t z c . f  Z y f ty 9 e  f t y Z  / ^  <" s  u  n t Z ~  ?  Z ^  Z Z  ftC < - 

/  5  •} U <r C 'f b y  ’ZZ-L+. y  u /t j j  ZZ*~ ft> tftr  Jo b tT S r ’s  &  6 yZ -t- Z y  Z Z (

y  o Z 't Z - j Z  f t a / i s i i / f t f  y  a - n  Z Z _  Z y y ?  r  ‘y y ^  ( f t /  A s / f - e  y ^ s t - f u t  Z Z ^ Z ^ . 

yZ~e~ / 't y - f  Z ft& l/ Z  f t  Zi ft*  f j  Z -* - /Z ft-t-co ft y  -r-e Z  Zz? /  f t  c  ZciftC ft. c ' Z czZ ft-/",~  Z ( fs~ 7ft̂ ft L ft t

U r< Z t\ C 'Z Z c ^ ir - c  Z ti Z z Z r / ^ r  f t  Z Z tP ^ u / r a  ,f t  h  Z ?  y  &  s Z u  Z Z  5 fta J 4  f t ?  ( f t /  5 }  o  (5
y /u  5  f t f t  ftftt Z Z  f t  s  Z  **y ^ y *  Z y  Z z j f t z t  / —<? z Z ^ z “j t /  S ’ f t  f t t  t  ftr  t t  >ft t Z y ^ -

/ L y j i i v e y  y j s Z / x ,  f t  f t  i s  1% * f r u t u t j , M , y  f / r - s Z s

Z&  it A  f t  r  f t  l-&  /  Z  / Z f t f t f t  / s  d  ia. 0  ftZ ftZ /n  o fts?  & . - Z  /&  }-? Z / f t  cc* 1  c -y Z

ft, Z i l l  ^  Z fta  / ,  / f t ,  . / f t  6  U ftJ l ft~ s -7st< ftfo  Z , Z / ^ S  j  5 , 0  ft>'M y  Z Z /  f t  y  

jh  oc< fcZ fto Z i e  <z=z=z=Zft/s Zft ft'ZZe, <Z~  ̂ ^ o u /d  Za Z
Z f t  rj  f t  & f t f t  1 f t - e  „ftk f t  f t  s . « / r «  y^sS 7 , / j  /  ^ .. ^  .  Z z  f t

ft<L

Signed:

e r  cl f t

y  Testifier

F 'f t r Z  Z 7 , r z / j  < i s

f t  f t  M Z

y  f t  r

Representing (Optional)

j L 0 ? 6  ^  f & f t ~ / f t f t  Z Z r y . ;  U / t t r / Z .  / 7 / C  * 7 * 7 ' ^ Z
Address

‘tL - 7  y a  ^ 2
Phone number
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