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Petersburg Vessel Owners Association
P.O. Box 232 

Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
Phone (907) 772-9323 Fax (907) 772-4495

April 23,2001

Re: PVOA Opposes Confirmation of Dr. White to Alaska Board of Fisheries 

Dear Senator Taylor and Representative Wilson,

On behalf of Petersburg Vessel Owners Association* Purge you to oppose the 
confirmation of Dr. John White (Bethel) for his third terra on the Alaska Board of 
Fisheries (BOF). PVOA' believes that two terms are enough and a time for a change is 
long overdue. We also believe that commercial fishing is underrepresented in the 
membership ofthe BOF particularly in regards to Ub!ucvwtcr” ocean fisheries (as 
opposed to terminal or in-river fisheries). . The legal and dental communities have 
disproportionately more representation on the BOF than the commercial fishing fleet

' - • ■ • V  .. _ • • *  ' ■ ■
We also believe that geographic balance ofthe BOF is skewed. Currently the make-up of 
the BOF has three representatives from Western Alaska (Bethel, Dillingham, and the 
upper Yukon). Western Alaska is over represented with three seats, therefore not 
re-appointing Dr. White may help correct the imbalance. Western Alaska should be 
adequately represented with two scats. After all, Southeast has had but one seat for ten 
years whrlc Kodrak and Prince William Sound have held no seats for about the same 
duration. Alaska Peninsula has also not had a seat on the BOF in six years.

There are other viable candidates to choose from including Art Nelson and Paul Shadura 
that would bring a fresh view point to the BOF. In tht regard, PVOA asks that the Alaska 
Legislature not re-confirm Dr, White to the BOF.

Thank yc or your consideration in this matter,
i

j h  L ~  : r  :
Gerry Menigan 
Director, PVOA

PoaHr Fax Note 7071

^S C A L T . I / f T d X ^
CoJDopt Co.
PTky* * Phooa#

Vvt* Fax*
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Specifically PVOA’s opposition to reconfirmation of Dr. White is based on:

• Two terms is enough. One of the telling signs that individuals have served too long 
on any public board is when those individuals decide they do not need the public 
anymore. This is evident in the recent turn of events in which the BOF came to a 
position on an issue (halibut charter EFQs) without the benefit of a public meeting or 
public input or public notice (3/28/01 letter from Dan Coffey, chairman BOF to 
NPFMC). Since Dr. White has not publicly stated any dissent to this BOF position 
prior to the NPFMC meeting, we can only interpret that he concurs with this position 
which was devoid of pi'blic process.

• Dr. Wliitc was one of the principal architects ai the BOF in keeping the hatchery 
chum issue tabled indefinitely at the BOF (from 1997) even though it was repeatedly 
stated that the BOF did not have the authority to regulate and reduce hatchery chum 
releases in SE Alaska and Prince William Sound. Tire appropriate action would have 
been take no action rather than tabling from year to year. The EOF Standing Rules 
(finding 91-128-FB) states, "Take no action: Has the effect o f killing a proposal or 
issue upon adjournment. There are two reasons for taking no action: 1) I t  is fo u n d  
tha t the  proposal is  beyond th e  board 's authority; or 2) due to board action on a 
previous proposals)." Tabling is primarily done to gather more information, 
however if the BOF lacks authority the appropriate course nf action is to take no 
action. The BOF finally took this course of no action in regards to this issue at the 
January, 2001 BOF meeting.

• An other BOF Standing Rule is, “Z)o not change or reverse the intent o f a 
proposal/issue." At the January BOF meeting, Dr. White took a proposal for 
establishing a gillnet herring fishery in Dutch Harbor, and at the meeting (with no 
public notice or analysis), added a section for a punitive overage payback policy in 
regards to the seine fishery. This is now the only herring fishery in the state with such 
a provision even though the harvest rate is w^ll below the maximum in this fishery.

• Dr. White’s interpretation of what constitutes “practical public notice” seems to 
change one hundred and eighty degrees depending on what the the issue and his 
interest level. The normal practical public notice process is that proposals arc due 
April 10, the proposal book is published in the summer, reviewed by the public and 
advisory committees, and public meetings are held in the winter and spring on those 
proposals. At the March 2000 meeting in Anchorage, Dr. White held the position that 
the BOF could drastically change and modify a proposal in the book and that was 
well within practical public notice. In this case, it was a proposal regarding Adak and 
banning trawling for cod in state waters. At the meeting, the BOF allowed this 
proposal to be modified to banning all gear for all groundfish species by vessels over 
60 feet. The BOF held unanimously that these charges did not violate public notice.
In contrast, at the January 2001 BOF meeting. Dr White reftiscd to allow proposals
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(as written, WK_angcd and unmodfied) to be moved from the latter half of th • 
meeting to the front half of the meeting, as this would violate practical public notice. 
In this case, the proposals in question concerned Area M, an area of particular interest 
of Dr. White.

Prior to the January 2001 BOF meeting, Dr. White made an extensive three page data 
request to ADF&G which concluded with, "Finally, I do not want my request for 
information forwarded to the public, simply put. These are my request (sic) as a 
board member and I don’t want them shared, period.” So much for the public.



[Fw d: O ppose  co n firm a tio n  o f  Jo h n  W hite  fo r B oard  o f  F isheries!]

Subject: [Fwd: O p pose confirmation of John White for Board of Fisheries!]

Date: Mon, 23 Apr 2001 09:47:56 -0800

From: Representative D r e w  Scalzi < Rcpresentative_Drew_Scaizi@legis.state.ak.us>  

To: Pat Hartley < Pat_Hartley@legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: O p p o s e  confirmation of John White for Board of Fisheries!

Date: Sun, 22 Apr 2001 11:28:28 -0700 

From: "Bob and Janice Martinson" < danse@mtaonline.net>

To: "Drew Scalzi" < Represcntative_Drcw_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Hugh Fate" < RepresentativeHughFate@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Mike Chenault" < Representative_Mike_Chenault@legis.sfate.ak.us>,

"Joe Green" < Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Lesil McGuire" <Represen'’ative_Lesil_McGuire@legis..statc.ak.us>,

"Gary Stevens" <Representa, ve_Gary_Stcvens@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Mary Kapsner" <Representative_Mary_Kapsner@ lcgis.state.ak.us>,

"Beth Kertula" < Rcprescntative_Bcth_Kcrttula@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Beverly Masek" < Representative_Bcverly_Masck@legis.state.ak.us>

Dea r  m e m b e r s  of Che L e g i s l a t u r e :

I s e r v e  o n  the B o a r d  for C o r d o v a  D i s t r i c t  F i s h e r m e n  U n i t e d  ( C D F U ) , C o p p e r  
R i v e r  S a l m o n  P r o d u c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( C R S P A ) , a n d  the M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  M a y o r ' s  
"Blue R i b b o n  F i s h e r i e s  C o m m i t t e e " .  I s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e  the a p p o i n t m e n t  of 
J o h n  W h i t e  for a n o t h e r  t e r m  o n  the B o a r d  of Fish.

G o v e r n o r  K n o w l e s  has not a p p o i n t e d  a n y  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r m e n  to the B o a r d  of 
F i s h e r i e s  for the last s e v e n  y e a r s  a n d  this has r e s u l t e d  in a s e r i o u s  
i m b a l a n c e  o n  the Board, r e s u l t i n g  in j e o p a r d y  a n d  d e t r i m e n t  to a o n e  b i l l i o n  
d o l l a r  i n d u s t r y  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  Alaska. T his is the t i m e  to act!

Dr. W h i t e  w a s  a s u p p o r t e r  of the s u b s i s t e n c e  p r i o r i t y  for the C h i t i n a  
D i p n e t t e r s  a n d  v o t e d  to s u p p o r t  t h e ir  ACR, as well. I d o  no t  b e l i e v e  tha t  
J o h n  is c a p a b l e  of l i s t e n i n g  to the users, the issues, or the s c i e n t i f i c  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w i t h o u t  bia s  a n y  longer, a n d  M U S T  be replaced. Yo u  a r e  
c e r t a i n l y  a w a r e  of the c o s t s  w e  i n c u r  w h e n  we h av e  to d e f e n d  o u r  h i s t o r i c a l  
right to fi . e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  y e a r  as t h e s e  A C R' s  h a v e  done. P l e a s e  tr y  to 
b a l a n c e  the B O F  w i t h  i n t e r e s t s  f r o m  A L L  users.

T h a n k  you,

R O B E R T  A. M A R T I N S O N  
900 I R O Q U O I S  D R I V E  
WASILLA, A K  99654 
PHONE: 9 0 7 - 3 7 3 - 2 6 2 7  
E-MAIL: d a n s e @ m t a o n l i n e . n e t
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ORUTSARARMIUT NATIVE COUNCIL

April 25, 2001

(A
S u p p ^

Alaska State Legislature 
Capitol Building 
Juneau, Ak. 99801

Honored Legislators:

Orutsararmiut Native Council would like to express their endorsement and urge your vote 
of support to confirm Dr. John White’s re-appointment to the State Board of Fisheries. 
Dr. White’s knowledge and experience in this area is simply too valuable. Without 
individuals of such integrity in positions of this nature, our state loses in the long run.

You have heard severe criticism of some of his decisions from Sv me specific area 
fisheries representatives. These mostly regarding actions on sharing the burden for 
conservation and sustainability o f fisheries resources throughout their migratory range. 
He has taken a strong stance on this issue, and it is a stance that is necessary for everyone 
who has an interest in maintaining the long-term future viability of our fisheries resource 
and related industries. Those who tell you different are choosing to acknowledge or 
portray their concerns only in short-sighted allocative terms.

In the larger picture, Mr. White has presented a fair and balanced approach in an 
extremely complicated and contentious arena. His actions reflect a recognition and 
attempt to serve the needs and interests of all the people of our state, not just those who 
happen to have the financial resources to aggressively lobby their own self-serving 
aeendas. Our fervent hope would be that you cast your vote in the same regard, and 
confirm Dr. White’s appointment to the state Board of Fisheries. Thank you for your 
positive consideration and response to our comments.

Sincerely.

Henry Hunter, 
Chairman

P.O. Box 927, Bethel, Alaska 99559-0927 (907) 543-2608 FAX (907) 543-2639 IN STATE ONLY 800-478-2654
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Association of Village Council Presidents 
Natural Resource Department 

P.O. Box 219 • Bethel, Alaska 99559 • Phone 543*3521
ALERT! ALERT! ALERT! 

CALL FOR ACTION

RURAL FISHING COMMUNITIES & FISHERMEN 
AVCP, INC., DEPARTMENT O F NATURAL RESOURCES 
APRIL 24,2001
SUPPORT THE RE-APPOINTMENT OF DR. WHITE TO BOARD OF 
FISHERIES

The Governor has decided to nominate Dr. John White to the Alaska Board of Fisheries (BOF) 
for a third term along with Mr. Russell Nelson of Bristol Bay,

Confirmation hearings were held by House Committee on Fisheries on April 23, the list of 
callers from around the state was concentrated from Southeast and South-contral Alaska, the 
majority of the callers opposing Dr. White’s re-appointment. Some callers were flat out mean- 
spirited.

This is a result of Dr. White’s fair-handedness in dealing with sharing the burden of conservation 
and burden of proof in Alaska’s fisheries. His being fair has affected richer commercial fisheries 
in the State and they want to punish him for it. Some urban fishermen groups have sent out 
alerts to their members to send in large volumes of Public Opinion Messages (POM) and 
testimonies to the House and Senate confirmation hearings in this matter, and it is apparent that 
they have a presence. WE NEED TO HAVE A PRESENCE TOO!

At the hearing yesterday, only a few callers from the Bristol Bay and Kawerak region, Bering 
Sea Fishermen’s Association (BSFA) and our new Interim Director of Natural Resources, 
Jennifer Hooper of AVCP made-up the only testimonies from Rural Alaska suppo^ng 
Dr. White.

THE HOUSE AND SENATE ARE GOING TO VOTE ON THIS CONFIRMATION AND 
WE CAN NOT BE SILENT AGAIN!

PLEASE TAKE ACTION, TRIBAL OFFICES, STAFF AND CHIEF’S, FILL OUT THIS 
FORM AND FAX INTO THE BETHEL LIO, OR EMAIL COMMENTS!

A joint session of the House and Senate will vote on final confmnalion before adjournment now 
scheduled for May 3fd.

Some fishing groups are contending that Governor Knowles has not appointed any commercial 
fishermen to the BOF for die last seven years. Dr. White is a commercial fisherman and has 
been for over 20 years on the Kuskokwim!

* 5



April 24, 2001

Senator John Torgerson 

Chair, Resources Committee 

Alaska State Senate 

State Capitol M S :  3100 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Senator Torgerson:

M e m b e r s  of the committee, m y  name is Paul A. Shadura II and I reside in Kenai Peninsula 

Borough. I have traveled 1,000 miles to testify today on the re-confirmation of Board of 

Fisheries m e m b e r  John White.

There are some key points that I belie\ you should consider:

1. H o w  has the record of this board m e m b e r  proved to the committee that he has made 

fair and unbiased decisions that benefit all the users of the state?

a) Section 6(e) of the Alaska Statehood act states... (The) policy-making 

officials should be selected for their ability and their dedicated interest in the 

resource, and no identification should be ma d e  between a policy-making 

official and any particular segment of the population; likewise, no official 

should be bound to represent the interests of a specific geographical region.

b) In addition, an excerpt from the “Board or Fish review Committee” dated 

2/23/88...In 1975 the Legislature enacted a n e w  statute which split the Board 

of Fisheries and Board of Game, the members of which must be appointed by 

the Governor and confirmed by the Legislature “without regard to political 

affiliation or geographical location” (ch. 206 S L A  1975). However, despite 

the explicit aforementioned statutory prohibitions, for more 'ban a quarter 

century Alaska Governors, aided and abetted by the legislature, have 

appointed individuals to the Board because of their identification with special 

interests or geographic areas.

c) Re-appointing board members for two or three terms does not adhere to any 

diversity of interests and in fact would solidify or ingrain the inherent bias or 

idealism of one m e m b e r  from one area and from only one perspective or 

resource user.

d) If w e  are attempting to reduce the temptation of an administration or body

from exerting political philosophies on board members that are not to be 

considered by political affiliations, then it would seem proper that “n e w  

blood” and “n e w  ideas” would help to ensure that there would be less 

collusion and a stronger attempt for Board of Fish members to balance the 

decisions they promulgate.



Ha v e  decisions made by this board m e m b e r  resulted in sweeping losses to resource 

users?

a. In the Kusk o k w i m  River region, this area will n o w  be closed for real 

conservation reasons. This is Mr. White’s back yard yet in six years which 

included his time as chairman he could not craft a moderate solution and n o w  

his inability has severally impacted the economic viability for the fishing 

families of this region.

b.In Co o k  Inlet in August2001, Mr. White failed to approve an emergency 

petition that resulted in a surplus stock of pink salmon in excess of 20 

Million fish. Information from local A D F & G  personnel gave the Board their 

best available information on the need for surplus fishery and assessments 

that the conservation species that the board had been concerned about were 

returning in record numbers (In the final analysis the best return to the Kenai 

River in 20 years.).

c.Mr. White was instrumental on deterring the responsibilities of the decline of 

c h u m  salmon away from his turf and placing the blame on a distant Area M. 

These sweeping changes to this area regulations will not, as board m e mber 

Coffey alluded to in a recent legislative committee report, make the 

K u s k o k w i m  whole again.

Does this board m e m b e r  listen to the concerns of others and does he have the 

necessary participation experience on affected fisheries?

a. Board m e m b e r  White has stated publicly that he does not feel the public 

testimony is necessary (Fall workshop 1999).

b.He voted against having a recorded copy of all committee meetings (Fall 

workshop 1999).

c.He reserves his ex-parte communications with only selected members of the 

public and stakeholders. M a n y  times I or others in the commercial fishing 

community have gone up to Mr. White and have been rudely cast off with no 

answers except a sarcastic remark.

d.Mr. White is a dentist from Bethel, yet his recent press release states that he is 

a commercial fisherman. I believe that he has a freshwater longline permit 

that, is not an open fishery and a limited fishery gillnet on the Kuskokwim. In 

contrast you m a y  review someone like myself w h o  is a third generation 

commercial fisherman in C o o k  Inlet, with family history that dates back over 

100 years. I a m  an Alaska native descendent with Russian and English 

heritage because m e y  were the first explorers in the State. I commercially 

fish salmon, herring, and halibut. M y  family has owned traps; w e  have been 

involved in processing, fish buying, and tendering. I have subsisted on salted 

salmon and sport fished in the Kenai River before it was fashionable. I a m  

an active Board m e m b e r  of the C o o k  Inlet Aquaculture Association for 20 

years, board m e mber to the C I R C A C  and K R S M A  boards. I have been 

involved with K P F A  for 30 years, and a m  a U F A  Board member. I live, eat, 

and breath fishing and I A M  A N  A L A S K A N  C O M M E R C I A L  

F I S H E R M A N !



Please do not reconfirm John White. H e  will not improve the fisheries. H e  will not use his 

intellect to bring the conflicts of individual users to a mutual agreement.

Sincerely,

Paul A. Shadura II 

Kenai
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Kenai River Sportfishing Association, inc. 
P O  B ox 1228 •  161 N .B in k le y  S t r e e t ,S u i t e  201 

S o ld o tn a , A la sk a 99669 
907.262.8588 p h o n e  907.262.8582 fax 

v/ w w .k e n a ir iv e f s p o r t f is h in g .o r g  • k e n a ir iv @ p t ia la s k a .n e t

April 25,2002

Tb honorable Drew Scalzi 
ALska State House 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Scalzi:

Please accept this letter from the Kenai River Sportfishing Association, Inc. (KRSA) in support of the legislative 
confirmation of Brett Huber to the Alaska Board of Fisheries. KRSA is a member-based, conservation organization 
whose mission is the preservation of the Kenai River through protecting habitat, providing education and promoting 
responsible sport fishing.

As you know, the Alaska Board of Fisheries plays a critical role in fulfilling the state's stewardship responsibility to our 
fish and our fisheries. While no user group agrees with every decision reached by the regulators, in our estimation 
the Board of Fisheries has performed remarkably. In the face of an ever-increasing workload and additional 
jurisdictional complexities the Board of Fisheries has not only taken care of business, they have dramatically 
improved their process and developed and adopted policies that will benefit the fish and their attendant fisheries for 
generations to come.

As you are aware, Brett Huber, our executive director has been appointed by the Governor to serve on the 
Board of Fisheries. We would like you to know that he has the full support of the KRSA board of directors. 
After discussion with Brett and among ourselves at our January 24th quarterly business meeting, the KRSA 
board unanimously approved endorsing his appointment. While fishery management issues are often 
contentious and the debate can sometimes be quite emotional, KRSA has always striven to take positions 
based on the best available biology and sound scientific fishery management principles. We are confident 
that Mr. Huber will approach his service to the Board with sound science and stewardship first in his mind 
and a sincere commitment to putting the fish first.

We know Brett to be motivated, hardworking, dependable and professional in fulfilling his responsibilities as 
the administrator of our non-profit. We also know that he displays those same qualities in the many 
volunteer roles he plays in the community. We feel certain that those characteristics coupled with his 
knowledge and background in habitat conservation and fishery management and his familiarity with the 
Board's process would make him a valuable and productive member ofthe Board.

Thank you again for your interest and dedication to our fisheries. We appreciate your consideration of our 
support for Mr. Huber and would be happy to provide any additional information you may desire.

Sincerely,

Rik Bucy 
Chairman

mailto:kenairiv@ptialaska.net




C o o k  I n l e t  F i s h e r m a n ' s  F u n d
Non-profit Advocate for all Commercial Fishing Gear Types in Area H 
P.O. Box 39408 Ninilchik, AK 99639 FAX 907-260-5614

April 16,2002

To all Representatives and Senators

Alaska State Legislature ^ ̂  f V £ D
State Capitol Ann p „
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 K ^  2002

Re: Board of Fish Confirmation

Dear Senators and Representatives:

O n  behalf of over 320 members of the C o o k  Inlet Fisherman’s Fund, w e  are asking for your prompt 

attention and action in blocking the confirmation of Brett Huber.

While w e  endorse Gerry Merrigan and Art Nelson , the attached 200 plus public opinion messages send 

a crystal clear message of widespread opposition to Brett Huber’s advancement. The signed Public Opinion 

cards are coming into our office on a daily basis and w e  shall send them to you weekly. Please read them and 

look at the individual signatures. Y o u  will be able to see that all walks of life not just commercial fishermen are 

signing these cards. Mr. Huber has alienated not just the commercial fishing families, but Alaskans that utilize 

the resources for subsistence needs and local recreation.

Undoubtedly some of you attended the salmon summit in Kodiak recently and for the most part the 

consensus was to develop a degree of advocacy for the salmon industry. Our problems in Cook Inlet are 

regulatory and not a lack of resource. W e  have experienced a great deal of antagonism from the board of fish 

and in particular, at the hands of Mr. Huber. At the board meeting in Anchorage in February he formed a 

quorum with a group of Kenai River guides to promote a hook and release fishery on declining trophy king 

salmon stocks. In so m u c h  as these regulations hurt the king return and the river ,they also allocate to non­

resident sport fishermen at the expense of local sport, and commercial fishermen.

The constitution clearly stipulates against allocation of natural resources to non-residents, “in times of 

shortage the non-resident will be restricted first”. There is a growing contingent of local sport fishermen that 

speak out in favor of a food fishery not a hook and release play with food fishery, that panders to guided non­

resident anglers. S o m e  have expressed the view that these regulations Huber lobbied for at the board of fish 

meeting are tantamount to privatizing the Kenai River.

Mr. Huber’s disregard for the habitat, resource and the local folks that have lived and worked here in our 

community, has created a great deal of animosity locally. Because he has embraced a messianic role as a voice 

of the river, a voice no one wants to hear, his greatest success has been in alienating river users of all walks of 

life. It has been his actions that prompted a large group of very influential local citizens to run an add in the 

Peninsula Clarion.



Our local economy is in poor financial shape. The loss of commercial fishing income has had a severe 

impact on local families. The local processors are being regulated out of business. and city and borough 

government’s are losing tax income. The raw fish tax has been substantially reduced due to the commercial fleet 

not being able to utilize their limited entry permits for what they were intended.

The appointment ot Brett Huber will only perpetuate the imbalance and bias of the board of fish.

Officers 
Doug Blossom, President 
John McCombs, Vice Pres. 
Dave Martin, Treasurer 
Janet Clucas, Secretary

Board of Directors 
Dan Ducker Butch Leman
"Teague Vanek Tim Keener 
Steve vanek Mark Ducker

Chris Garcia

Support Staff 
Joe Malatesta, Sr., Consultant 
John McCombs, Editor 
Deidre McCombs, Technical Editor



Kena i-So ldo tna F&G Advisory Comm ittee 19 April, 2 0 0 2  
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D ea r Legislators,
A fter the Peninsu la C larion was kind enough (a s  usua l) to advertise our meeting 
a coup le days prior to its occurrence. And after news o f this meeting danced for 
seve ra l d ays a c ro ss  numerous e-m ails , the Kenai-So ldotna Fish & Game 
Advisory Comm ittee met on 17  April to discuss confirmation o fth e  three newly 
appointed Board o f Fish m em bers. The only appointee that received any criticism 
was Brett Huber, and with the exception o f one person, the public, representing 
d iverse users , was unanimous in their objection to his appointment. Coming from 
the community in which Mr. Huber resides, this objection is glaring.
The ob jection was centered on the follow ing key points:
1. Mr. Huber is an advocate o f non-consumptive users. He has a record o f 
favoring catch and re le a se  fisheries. The 3 0  people at this public meeting were 
unan im ously opposed  to the new catch and re lease  king sa lm on fishery designed 
by the Board  o f Fish fo r the Kenai R iver. Huber is on record as  not on ly favoring 
this fishery , but a lso  wanting to expand the restrictions.
2. C om m ercia l fishe rs at this meeting testified that Mr. Huber has a mind-set 
against com m ercia l fishing. Not on ly has Mr. Huber had a constant conflict with 
com m ercia l fishe rs , but he a lso  w orks fo r Kenai R iver Sportfish Association, 
which has a long history o f opposing commercial fishing at every opportunity.
3. B oard  o f Fish m em bers shou ld have personality traits com m ensurate to 
public serv ice . They shou ld be good listeners, gifted at understanding scientific 
data, obvious in their respect o f others, not easily angered , known as gentlemen, 
be good  speake rs , and have im peccab le integrity. It was the be lie f o f the public 
at this meeting that Mr. Huber fe ll fa r short in som e o f these personality traits.
4 . The BO F  m em bers shou ld  be residents from diverse a rea s  o f A la ska ’s coast. 
A fter the current appointments, the a rea  from  Metlakatla to V a ld ez boasts a 
sing le m em ber. Kod iak d oesn ’t have a sing le member. Neither d oes the A laska 
Pen in su la  o r A rea M. Bristol Bay has a single member. The Kuskokw im  River 
has a m em ber but Norton Sound, the Yukon R iver and Kotzebue Sound are 
without a m ember. And why a re  these  a rea s  so  poorly rep resen ted? Because 4  
o f th e  BO F  m em bers live in the C ook  Inlet W atershed!
5. Each m em ber o f th e  Board o f Fish should have an extensive background in 
d iverse fisheries, from  crab to cod. F o r a long time the BOF has had numerous, 
effective sport fish advocates from  C ook Inlet. W hat d oes Mr. Huber know that 
isn ’t duplicated by the abundant know ledge o f retired sport fish biologist Larry 
Engel o f P a lm e r o r sa lt-w ater guide Ed Dersham  o f Anchor P t.?
A motion was m ade to support Brett Huber’s appointment to the BOF . That 
motion failed by roll call vote. F avo r - 0 Opposed - 1 1 .

Brent John son  (chairm an)
Kena i-S o ldo tna  F&G Advisory Comm ittee
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United Cook Inlet Drift Association
<3961 K-Beaeh Rd, Ste E, Soldotna, AK 99669 ~ (907) 260-9436 ~ fax (907) Z60-9438

April 15,2002

House & Senate Members 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801*1182

RE: Board of Fisheries Confirmation

Dear Members of Alaska House of Representatives 
and Members of Alaska State Senate:

We at United Cook Inlet Drift Aqqodntinn hppn.qa the confirmation of Brett Huberlto tho 
Alaska Board of Fisheries. We support the confirmation of Gerry Merrigan and Art Nelson.

We suppose the Legislature would expect our disappointment over the nomination of Mr. 
Huber given his obvious efforts to destroy the commercial salmon fishery here in Cook Inlet. But, 
our concerns are not just about Cook Inlet. Mr. Huber has consistently proven, by his actions and 
statements, that commercial sport fishing and tourism promotion must take precedent over, and 
grow, without limits, at the expense of every other historical use such as commercial, subsistence, 
and resident sport fishing. We believe such an attitude and commitment would certainly not be 
confined to Cook Inlet, but, realistically, be applied throughout the state.

Such one-dimensional thinking about resource uses, displayed by Mr. Huber, comes at a 
particularly bad time given the statewide effort to help the commercial salmon industry recover 
and compete with fanned salmon. The Board of Fisheries will play an important role as Alaska 
"reinvents" our commercial salmon fisheries, most especially regulations that will provide 
stability of harvest and promote i> top quality product

Recently, some one hundre i fifty residents of the Kona] Peninsula publicly (Peninsula 
Clarion, 4/14/02) disassociated tnemselves from the goals put forth by Kenai River Sport Fishing 
Association, which are the goals of their Executive Director, Brett Huber. The majority of those 
objecting are not commercial fishers, but rather, prominent residents from all walks of life who 
have sport fishing in common, and disagree with Mr. Huber’s views on salmon management. 
They have all been displaced by commercial sport fishing, and now, have eve.’ been denied 
harvest opportunity on some Kenai River king salmon. And for what7 Simply to provide tho 
maximum economic benefit to commercial fishing guides and tourism promotion.

We at UCIDA ask you to think long and hard about who you confirm to serve on the Board. It 
is our contention that anyone appointed to the Board must take into account the consequences of 
their actions, whether those consequences be to the resource, its habitat, or the toll it may take on 
other resident's lives, expectations, and in many cases, a lifetime of building and investing in 
their ftiture, as well as, Alaska’s future. Disregarding the damage done to people, especially 
residents, should never be justified in the name of economic development.
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Should you choose to confirm Mr. Huber perhaps he will prove our concerns wrong. 
But, until such time, we must assume his future decisions will be no different than his 
past decisions. As such, for our Industry that translates into tho final and complete 
destruction of commercial salmon fishing here in Cook Inlet. This, in spite of tho 
harvestablc surplus of salmon that there is now, and always has been produced in the 
greater Cook Inlet watershed.

Again, we cannot take a chance, and we certainly cannot endure another three years 
of relentless attaoks on our industry. Therefore we must ask you to not confirm Mr. 
Huber.

Sincerely,

Bob Merchant 
President, UCIDA



HrK-i'b-Ui' THU 12:08 PH»-*r i t— ✓ r w ' i  i! I n i  i i nn n v c trc u u c . in u  i v . co hii ruiwmntUv utHK a t itu
P, 02
f. U1

m m w

April 25, 2002 APR 2 5 2002
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ANfCHORAQE
To: Alaska legislators and ADFG Boards Support Section

\
j

In a  poll conducted by telephone and personal Interviews, a major!jy of the members 
o f the Homer Fish and Game Advisory Committee agreed to oppose the confirmation 
of Brett Huber to the Board of Fisheries. I ‘

Mr. Huber is known to this committee as an effective voice for a  single segment of 
Kenai River fishermen. He does not, however, seem able to consider any biological 
Information, existing allocation, o r public opinion which might interfere with his own 
plans for Cook Inlet salmon stocks. We believe Mr. Huber Is incapable of making 
consistently fair and reasonable decisions about the fishery resources so important t 
the people o f the Btate of Alaska. J

Advisory Committee members and their votes are listed below: 
Marvin Peters, yes 
Meryl Wolford, yes
Frank Ubal, yes i
d lnrM eesis.yes
Don Bunker, yes
Trlna Fellows, yes j
David Raskin, yes 
Mako Haggerty, yes
Richard Balzer, yes • ;

Box 2623 •
Horner, Alaska 99603 . 
2 3 5  2468



April 9,2002

Rep. Drew Scalzi 

Dear Representative Scalzi,
A laska’s fishery resources and responsible management will suffer with the 
confirmation o f Brett Huber to  the Board o f Fisheries, While Mr. t t ib e r  h as been an 
eloquent spokesman for Kenai River Sportfishing Association fo r t ie  last few years, he 
has pushed for the interests of his employer at great cost to other user groups and the 
resource JtseJf,

His support for drastic and biologically unnecessary reductions In the wlntor king 
fishery In Cook Inlet and Kodiak has made Mr. Huber extremely unpopular with sport 
fishermen In this area. His eagerness to close an existing fishery an the remote 
chance o f sending another few  fish to his clients on the Kenai Rlv< t fs nothing new, 
however. -Cook Inlet commercial salmon fishermen have long been disgusted by his 
pious Insistence that his association is not asking for any increase in allocation -  all 
he wants is-a “conservation -cushion". While "conservation cush lo is" have been in 
place for many years ih Cook Inlet salmon fisheries, Mr. Huber Is Constantly seeking 
new regulations designed to provide de facto Increases In allocation to Kenai River 
Sportfishing Association.
Many o f the p roposa ls made byKenaJ River Sportfishing Associat on to the Board of 
Fisheries In the past year called for now reductions In commercial fishing gear and 
fishing time. In most o f those proposals, the answer to the question "“Who is iikefy to 
suffer?" begins with “H o one". I am one of those “no ones" who has seen much of my
fishing opportunity taken from me and given to Mr. Huber-and bts 
the guise o f a  “conservation cushion". Sportsmen, £shing_guides,

association under 
and commercial

fishermen from this community and the Homer Fish and d am e  Advisory Committee
oppose the confirmation of Brett Huber to the Board of Fisheries, 
accountability -is a lready slight, public confidence, in the process c

While Board 
an only be

diminished by the addition of such a demonstrably biased board member 

Thank you fo r your consideration In this matter.

Sincerely ,

Marvin Peters, Chairman, Homer Advisory Committee



Irving R. Carlisle 
P. O. Box 2349 
Soldotna, AK 99669 
(907) 262-5389

April 8, 2002

To the Alaska Legislature:

Re: Board of Fisheries Appointment

I urge you to deny the confirmation of Brett Huber to the Alaska Board of Fisheries.

As a former member of the Alaska Board of Fisheries, I am keenly aware of the 
standards that this board must maintain in its review of statewide regulations 
regarding Alaska fisheries. Each board member must be completely objective and 
willing to make decisions based on the scientific evidence presented both for and 
against any particular issue. Board members with specific agendas do not perform 
well in the process and erode the public perception of such process.

Brett Huber comes to the process carrying heavy baggage from his position of 
Executive Director of Kenai River Sportfishing Association, where he has lobbied 
extensively to promote their political agenda. I do not fault him for this, as this is 
the function that he was hired to do, however, this is extremely counterproductive in 
the Board of Fisheries process.

I still regularly receive many contacts from around the State of Alaska regarding 
fisheries issues. The common comment I receive is the deplorable state of the 
current Board of Fisheries objectivity. It was once the model of management that 
every other state fisheries administration dreamed of. By repaying political 
contributors with board appointees, I feel Governor Knowles has virtually 
destroyed this once respected process.

The appointment of Brett Huber by Governor Knowles is another example of his 
disregard for an independent board and I urge you to reject this appointment and 
begin the process to return the Board of Fisheries to the credible entity it once was.

Please feel free to contact me in regard to this matter at (907) 262-5389 or at the 
address listed above. Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Sincerely,

Irving R. Carlisle



[F w d: B rett H uber N o m in a tio n  to  B O F]

Subject: [Fwd: Brett Huber Nomination to BOF]
Date: Tue, 16 Apr 2002 11:54:00 -0800

From: Representative D r e w  Scalzi < Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat Hartley < Pat_Hartley@legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: Brett Huber Nomination to BOF 
Date: Tue, 16 Apr 2002 11:19:33 -0800 

From: Loren &  Sandra Flagg < flaggs@gci.net>

To: Representative_Drew_ScaIzi@Iegis.state.ak.us

To: Rep. Scalzi 

From: Loren Flagg 

Subject: Huber Nomination to B O F

I a m  a 34 year Alaskan w h o  has attended probably 15 or more Cook Inlet Board of Fish Meetings since 

1968.1 a m  also a retired A D F & G  Biologist and a 15 year sport fishing guide on the Kenai River. I strongly 

disagree with the position of K R P G A  on the confirmation of Brett Huber to the Board of Fish. H e  should 

not be confirmed. Mr. Huber's views on the management of Kenai River king salmon stocks differ greatly 

from local and Alaska resident anglers as well as m a n y  Alaska resident fishing guides. W e  find it difficult 

to comprehend w h y  he fought hard to turn our early Kenai king salmon run into a hook and release 

fishery, when fishery managers stated unequivocally that there was not a conservation concern on this run. 

There was an identified need to protect the larger 5 ocean component of this run, but hook and release on 

the entire run was not required to do so. What was needed was a plan to protect these larger fish and Mr. 

Huber's actions on this issue, by supporting a 55 inch and over harvest of these larger kings, was totally 

contrary to the conservation measure required!

Mr. Huber has promoted a fishery "stability" argument which has no place in managing salmon returns. 

Salmon returns are by their nature unpredictable and require flexibility in management. This was one of 

the great benefits of Statehood-Alaska's ability to manage salmon returns by Emergency Order (E.O.). The 

latest B O F  action, which Mr. Huber strongly supported, took a giant leap toward weakening that authority.

Mr. Huber has not represented the best interests of the resource, nor the b ;st interests of the users in the 

Cook Inlet area. H e  has ignored A D F & G ' S  best advice and data and has set a dangerous tone by favoring 

an elitist hook and release fishery over a resident salmon harvest fishery. T o  appease trophy "World 

Record Hunters" he has supported retention of the larger kings that Fish &  G a m e  sought to protect. This is 

so short sighted it is hard to believe. O n e  can only imagine the additional stress that the already over-used 

Kenai River system would incur if someone did manage to land the proverbial 100 pound World Record 

king salmon during the early run. Does this river and the early run need more fame right now? C o m m o n  

sense says no, yet this is the opportunity that the over 55 inch retention regulation, promoted by Mr. Huber, 

aims to provide. W e  should be protecting these larger early run fish and let any world record attempts be 

made from our late run in July, which is about 500ca. greater in magnitude of return and more capable of 

handling intense fishing pressure.

Finally, I believe that guide interests, w h o  have been led d o w n  the primrose path by Mr. Huber, had better 

wuxe up soon or they are going to lose the early run king salmon fishery. Resident Alaska fishermen arc 

simply not going to stand by and watch as guided non-residents "play" with the very fish they are denied to 

harvest. I would urge you to strongly oppose the confirmation of Mr. Huber to the Board of Fish as he has 

influenced a poor decision in Cook Inlet, and could well do harm to fisheries in the rest of the state with

mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Pat_Hartley@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:flaggs@gci.net
mailto:Representative_Drew_ScaIzi@Iegis.state.ak.us


[Fw d: B rett H uber N o m ination  to  B O F]

his misguided reasoning and lack of regard for the best interests of Alaska residents. 

Sincerely,

Loren Flagg 

P.O. B o x  3268 

Soldotna, Ak.

99669

907-262-6769

d/ir^nn2.i.LS8.PM



[Fw d: B oard  o f  F isheries]

Subject: [Fwd: Board of Fisheries]
Date: Tue, 16 Apr 2002 11:53:49 -0800

From: Representative Dr< w  Scalzi < Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat Hartley <Pat_E;'artley@legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: Board of Fisheries
Date: Tue, 16 Apr 2002 18:09:39 +0000 

From: "wayne mize" < teranch@hotmail.com>
To: Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state ak.us

Last month governor Knowles asked for Brett Huber to be placed on the Board of Fisheries, this gentleman 

does not represent M E  or m y  family on the Kenai peninsula, approval should be denied. Thank Y o u

Send and receive Hotmail on your mobile device: Click Here

i t Mfinm? 1-S8PM

mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:artley@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:teranch@hotmail.com


[Fw d: F w : B rcll H u b er nom ination  to Fish B oard]

Subject: [Fwd: Fw: Brett Huber nomination to Fish Board]
Date: Sun, 14 Apr 2002 12:33:12 -0800

From: Representative Drew Scalzi <Reprcsentative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat_Hart!ey@legis.state.ak.us

Subject: Fw: Brett Huber nomination to Fish Board 
Date: Fri, 12 Apr 2002 15:57:57 -0800 

From: "Paul Zimmerman" <pcz@ak.net>
To: <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us>

>
>
> > I ' m  h o p i n g  to h e a r  fr o m  y o u  that B r e t t  H u b e r  will n o t  b e  c o n f i r m e d  
for
> > the F i s h  Board. A t  the least, I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  a s s u r a n c e  that y o u  will 
v o t e

> a g a i n s t  h i s  b e i n g  confirmed.
> >
> > Mr. H u b e r  *s notv p e r c e i v e d  as the d r i v i n g  f o r c e  b e h i n d  r e c e n t  Kenai
> > r i v e r  k i n g  sal mo n m a n a g e m e n t  c h a n g e s  that a re  v e r y  d i v is iv e.  T h e r e  is 
no
> > q u e s t i o n  as  to Mr. H u b e r ' s  in te n t  o f  s u p p l a n t i n g  r e s i d e n t  b i o l o g i c a l

> h a r v e s t
> >  in f a v o r  o f  e c o n o m i c  g a i n  fo r h i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  c o n s t i t i u e n t s .  This
> > r e p u t a t i o n  h e  h a s  acquired, will do l i t t l e  to i m p r o v e  the p u b l i c

> p e r c e p t i o n
> > o f  the board.
> >
> > Th e b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a r e  c a l l e d  upon to m a k e  f r e q u e n t  a l l o c a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s

> > that r e q u i r e  c o n s e n s u s  b uilding, a n d  Mr. H u b e r  will h a v e  l i t t l e

> c r e d i b i l i t y
> > a p p e a r i n g  to be impartial. T he  b o a r d  n e e d s  b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  than 

to
> > a p p o i n t  i n d u s t r y  s p o k e s m e n  wi t h  p r e a r r a n g e d  agendas. I t ' s  t i m e  o u r

> b o a r d s
> > h a v e  i mp a r t i a l  m e m b e r s  a n d  leadersh ip .
> >
> > I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  a r e s p o n s e  to this issue.
> >
> > Sincerely,

> > Paul Z i m m e r m a n

> > B o x  414
> > Kasilof, A k  99610
> > (907) 2 6 2 - 7 2 2 3
> >
>

J / K / ? I W >  R - V >  A M
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Subject: Kenai Peninsula Online - Alaska NevvspaperBrett Huber's presence on Board of Fisheries 
not good for Alaskans 04/10/02 

Date: Thu, 11 Apr 2002 14:47:23 -0800 
From: John Nelson <ne]decoy@alaska.nct>

To: Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us, Pat_Hartlcy@legis.state.ak.us
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Brett Huber's presence on Board of Fisheries not good 
for Alaskans 
N o m in a t io n  s h o u l d  b e  n i x e d  

| John Nelson
4

j W hen  Bob Dy lan  sang  "The T im es  T hey  A re A -Chang in ," ' he 
w a sn ’ t th inking ab ou t A laska 's  f ishe r ies , bu t he cou ld have 
been .

O v e r  the pa s t  few  y e a rs  and a t  an acce le ra t ing  pace , the 
trad it iona l , n on -w as te fu l h a rv e s t  o f  A laska 's  fish re sou rce s  by 
res iden ts is being d isp laced by the n on trad it ion a l use o f  
A laska 's fish re sou rce s  by non re s id en ts .  And all f o r  the 
a lm igh ty  d o l la r .

During the recen t Boa rd  o f  F isheries m ee t ing s  on C ook  In le t , a 
Kenai R ive r gu ide ex c la im ed , "The Kena i is s o  specia l it 
shou ldn 't j u s t  be t rea ted  as a n o th e r  m ea t  f ish e ry ."  Fe llow 
guide and Kena i R ive r Spo rt f ish ing  Assoc ia t ion  execu tive 
d i re c to r  B re t t H ube r a g re e s :  "P e rh ap s  it's t im e  to t re a t  this like 
o th e r  t rophy  f ishe r ies , l ike we do  with the ra inbow  trou t ."

B re t t Huber w an ts  us to be lieve tha t c a tch -an d - re le a se  fishing 
fo r  t roph y  fish is nob le , s om eh ow  "above "  the trad itiona l 
"m ea t"  fishing A laskans h ave  pract iced fo r  ages . H ube r would 
have  us be lieve c a tc h -a n d - re le a s e  t r oph y  fish ing is be tte r fo r 
the fish . But Is c a tc h -a n d - re le a s e  t roph y  fish ing nob le , o r  even 
be t te r?  Is  It the r igh t th ing to do  fo r  th e  fish?

C ons ide r the uppe r r iv e r ra inbow  t rou t  f ish e ry , the f ishery 
Hube r ho lds up a s  an e x am p le  w o rth  im itating In o th e r  
f ishe r ies  like the f irs t run o f  Kena i k ings. According to  Fish and

4 /11 /2 0 0 2  3 :3 2  PM
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K enai P en insu la  O n line  - A lask a  N ew sp ap s...F ish e rie s  not good  fo r A laskans 04/10/02

G am e f igu res , the uppe r Kena i ho s ts  a popu la t ion  o f  abou t 
2 5 , 0 0 0  ra inbow . In  2 0 0 0 ,  th e re  w e re  7 8 , 0 0 0  ra inbow s caugh t 
and re le ased .

T h a t m ean s  each t rou t  w as  caugh t on  a v e ra g e  a litt le m o re  
than  th ree  t im es during the fish ing s e a son .  At a m o r ta l i ty  ra te 
o f  5  pe rcen t , 3 , 9 0 0  o f  th o se  7 8 , 0 0 0  t ro u t  d ied , and a t  1 pound 
each , that's 3 , 9 0 0  p ounds o f  dead  m ea t  w as ted . M oreove r ,  5 
pe rcen t o f  the ra inbow s in the r iv e r  h ave  o n ly  on e  eye . O f  the 
6 -y e a r - o ld  t rou t tha t c om p r is e  a b ou t  2 5  p e rcen t o f  the 
popu la t ion , 8 5  pe rcen t o f  th em  h ave  s om e  d eg re e  o f  mou th  
dam age  f rom  being hooked .

This Is how  B re t t Huber w an ts  to t r e a t  the f i rs t run o f  Kenai 
own w o rd s , " l ike  we do  . . . th e  ra inbow  trou t ."

B re t t  Huber has been n om in a ted  to the Boa rd  o f  F isheries by 
Gov . Tony Know les , but H ube r sh ou ld  no t be con f irm ed  by the 
Leg is la tu re . Huber's v is ion fo r  A laska 's  f isher ies wou ld  continue 
to d isp lace the t rad it iona l ,  n o n -w as te fu l h a rv e s t  o f  o u r  fish 
re sou rce s  in fa v o r  o f  >.ne to u r is t -o r ien ted  s p o r t  fishing industry 
while tu rn ing A laska 's f ishe r ie s  into a m oc k e ry  o f  th e  sta te 's  
w an ton  waste  laws.

Huber's idea o f  f ishe ry  m an a g em en t  a s  ev idenced  by his plan 
f o r  the f i rs t- run  kings wou ld  inc reas ing ly  d ive r t  the sa lm on  
bes t used on  A laska 's tab le s  Into the po cke tb ook s  o f  the tou r is t 
sport f ish ing industry .

Call y o u r  leg is la to rs  and u rge  th em  tc v o te  no on Huber's 
c on f i rm a t ion . :  S en s . John T o rg e rs o n ,  R -K a s i lo f  
( 8 0 0 - 9 6 4 - 5 7 3 3 ) ,  Je r ry  W a rd , R -N ik isk i ( 4 6 5 - 3 7 6 6 ) ,  and Reps . 
Ken Lancaste r , R -S o ld o tn a  ( 8 0 0 - 4 6 3 - 2 6 9 3 ) ,  Mike Chenau lt , 
R -Nikiski ( 8 0 0 - 4 6 9 - 3 7 7 9 ) ,  ar d D rew  Sca lz i ,  R -H om e r  
( 8 0 0 - 6 6 5 - 2 6 8 9 ) .

John  Nelson

S o ld o tn a
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D ear Senators and Representatives:

A s  a retired A D F & G  employee I have had the opportunity to watch Mr. Brett Huber 

interact personally with me, the public, and Board of Fish members. I can state without 

reservation that Mr. Huber should not be confirmed as a Board of Fish member.

The Board of Fish is in trouble today because some of the present members are arrogant 

and vindicate in their decision making process. They have attacked staff - including 

myself, they have ignored scientific data, they have been disrespectful to the public 

process, and they have passed regulations that has cost the State millions of dollars for no 

biological or allocative reward. Fortunately, two of these individuals arc leaving the 

Board. In contrast to these individuals, the Board requires people w h o  can listen, interact 

with those of opposing views, evaluate information, and act in the best interest of the 

public. This position is one of the most important in the Stale of Alaska. Not only are 

millions of dollars at stake but the lives of thousands of people are impacted by the 

decisions reached.

Unfortunately, the legislature has not applied strict standards for performance of Board 

members. With these appointments you have the opportunity to start to correct the 

personnel problems of the Board and allow yourself some time to deal with the structural 

and functional problems in the Board process. However, if you appoint Mr. Huber you 

will continue the personnel issues the Board just rid itself of with the resignation of the 

present Board members.

As a professional I have interacted with Mr. Huber and his personality is one of 

arrogance and intolerance. H e  fails to seriously listen to scientific data that is contrary to 

his personal opinion and has misrepresented data numerous times to make his point. 1 

question his integrity because of these actions.

Mr. Huber, at a number of public meetings, has stated habitat protection is an important 

issue on the Kenai River. However, consistently at Board of Fish meetings, he has 

objected to regulations that are habitat friendly. The message is that large sums of money 

can be raised in the name of habitat at the Kenai River Classic but limiting recreational 

use on the Kenai for habitat protection is not acceptable. I question whether Mr. Huber 

can ma k e  the tough decisions on habitat protection if recreational users are impacted.

I also would like Mr. Huber to explain to the committee h o w  Kenai River Classic funds 

were spent recently. Mr. Huber and Kenai River Classic organizers have often staled no 

Classic funds are used to fund Board of Fish activities or to achieve allocation objectives. 

However, costs of preparing for and attending the recent Board of Fish meeting by the 

Kenai River Sport Fishing Association had to be in the 50,000 to 150,000 dollar range. A  

consultant’s report on Upper Cook Inlet Management had to be very expensive. I a m  

requesting that the committee look at this issue since it goes to the issue of integrity. If in 

fact Classic funds have been used, then Mr. Huber, as executive director of the K R S A ,  

has misled the public.



I have also watched Mr. Huber propose and support regulations that significantly hurt the 

commercial fishing industry with no biological or allocative goals that benefit the general 

public. At the recent Board of Fish meeting, I observed the performance of Mr. Huber 

and it was unacceptable. H e  was manipulative and disrespectful to members of the 

public and myself. At one point in the meeting he presented his unde .-standing of 

scientific data on sockeye salmon production and management in the Kenai and Kasilof 

River systems. His statements were incorrect. I attempted to discuss this with him by 

showing him, at a minimum, a different explanation of the situation. H e  dismissed m y  

comments in public by making crude and unprofessional comments about m y  research 

abilities. Mr. Huber has no scientific background or training to ma k e  these judgements. I 

k n o w  of a number of A D F & G  professionals that feel Mr. Huber is disrespectful. 

Appointment of Mr. Huber will only inflame the situation more.

I k n o w  you will receive a number of comments objecting to Mr. Huber appointment. I 

hope you take them seriously. I have found, in attending over 20 Board of Fish meetings, 

that people tend to accept regulations if they think the process and decision-makers acted 

in a fair and ethical manner. The appointment of Mr. Huber to the Board of Fish will not 

make people feel fairness and ethics prevailed.

Sincerely,

Kenneth E. Tarbox 

P.O. B o x  3507 

Soldotna, Alaska 99669 

907-262-7767



Dan 0. Pitts, D.D.S. 
P. O. Box 1916 
Soldotna, AK 99669 
(907)262-5919

April 7, 2002

To all Senators and Representatives of the Alaska Legislature:

As a former board member ofthe Kqnai Rive; Sportfishing Association and former Kenai 
River Classic Chairman J. am writing to ask jthiat you not confirm Brett Huber to the Board 
of Fish for the following reasons.

Mr. Huber’s appointment would be a conflict of interest, since he was hired by KRSA 
specifically to lobby for and use his legislative experience to promote the political agenda 
of the KRSA Board to the Board of Fish.

As chairman ofthe 2000 Kenai River Classic I observed Mr. Huber to be impatient and 
often times verbally abusive to volunteers. I could not rely on Mr. Huber to carry out my 
directives and found him to be quick to take and slow to give credit for the 
accomplishments of the organization.

I feel Mr. Huber lacks the skills necessary to make objective decisions. I found, in my 
dealings with Mr. Huber, that he is extremely subjective in his views toward fisheries 
management and unwilling to accept the ideas of others even though they are founded on 
scientific fact. I do not feel that he will lend an open mind to the process.

It is my opinion that Mr. Huber’s confirmation will be detrimental to the process of the 
Board of Fish. I urge you to consider my objections and I am available to answer any 
questions you may have.

Dan O. Pitts, D.D.S.



[Fw d: B O F  vote....]

Subject: [Fwd: BOF vote....]
Date: Thu, 25 Apr 2002 13:11:38 -0800

From: Representative D r e w  Scalzi < Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat Hartley < Pat_Hartley@legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: BOF vote....
Date: Thu, 25 Apr 2002 09:57:46 -0800 

From: John Nelson < neldecoy@alaska.net>
To: "Rep. K e n  Lancaster" <Representati ve_Ken_Lancaster@legis.state.ak.us>, 

Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us,

S E N A T E  Resource Committee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us>, 

Darwin_Peterson@legis.state.ak.us, Pat_Hartley@legis.state.ak.us,

Helen Donahue < Helen_Donahue@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Legislators,

Regardless of whether Huber is confirmed or not, the issue of Hepler's "new deal" policies coming out of 

Sport Fish, that is the institution of catch-and-release fisheries at the expense of harvest is going to be 

aggressively displayed to national organizations like The Orion Society, Trout Unlimited, and more.

As a Canadian professor of ichthyology has concluded,

"Whereas ethical hunters clearly respect the interest o f an animal to avoid pain and suffering, (sport) 
anglers intentionally override these interests in fish. The enjoyments o f catching fish fo r  sport, in large 
measure, consist o f purposely inflicting fear, pain, and suffering on fish by forcing them to violently 
express their interest to stay alive. The very real challenge to anglers, then, is to find a justification for  
their cruel treatment..."

Fishing for fun, simply taking pleasure in the animal's frantic efforts to free itself is ethically indefensible 

and will increasingly be seen so by the public mind at large. It seems to m e  that fishing for fun will 

eventually go the w a y  of Jim C r o w  laws and cigarette smoking in public buildings. W e  will never be rid 

of human insensibility, but as a society w e  increasingly disallow its public expression.

As the confirmation vote nears, I hope the legislature, including Mr. Mulder and Mr. Halford, consider the 

long-term implications and consequences of Hepler's leadership at Sport Fish and of Huber's nomination to 

BOF. Both Hepler and Huber walked into B O F  asking for the same thing.

John Nelson 

Soldotna
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Nomination should be nixed
Brett Huber’s presence on Board of Fisheries not good for Alaskans

W
hen Bob Dylan sang "The Times 
They Are A-Changin,”’ he wasn’t 
thinking about Alaska's fisheries, 
but he could have been.

Over the past few years aid at an accelerat­
ing pace, (be traditional, uoa-wasteful harvest 
of Alaska’s fish resources by residents is being 
displaced by (he nontraditional use of Alaska's 
fish resources by nonresidents. And all for the 
almighty dollar.

During the recent Board of fisheries meet­
ings on Cook Inlet, a Kenai River guide 
exclaimed, “The Kenai is so special it should­
n’t just be treated as another meat fishery." 
Fellow guide and Kenai River Sportfishing 
Association executive director Brett Huber 
agrees: “Perhaps it’s time to treat this like 
other trophy fisheries, like we do with the rain­
bow treat”

Bretl Huber wants ns to believe that catch- 
and-release fishing for trophy fish is noble, 
somehow “above" the traditional “meat" fish­
ing Alaskans have practiced for ages. Huber 
would have is  believe catch-and-release tro­
phy fishing is better for liie fish. But is catch- 
and-rdease trophy fishing noble, or even bet­
ter? Is it the right thing to rio for the fish?

; V o ic e s
• .• *,’ •*" i S'l' •; . f/ i r  rtLli’ ■"

* j p n  i . i o  v  > *

Consider the upper river rainbow trout fish­
ery, the fishery Huber holds up as ao example 
worth imitating in ctber fisheries like the first 
mn of Kenai kings. According to Fish and 
Game figures, the upper Kenai hosts a popula­
tion of about 25,000 rainbow. In 2000, there 
were 78,000 rainbows caught and released.

That means each trout was caught on aver­
age a little more than three times during (he 
fishing season; At a mortality rate of 5 percent, 
3,900 of those 78,000 trout died, and at 1 
pound each, that’s 3,900 pounds of dead meat 
wasted. Moreover, 5 percent of the rainbows 
in the river have only one eye. Of the 6-year- 
old trout that comprise about 25 percent of the 
population. 85 percent of them have some

degree of month damage from being hooked.
This is how Brett Huber waits to treat the 

first run of Kenai kings, or in his own words, 
"like wc do ... the rainbow trout.”

Brett Huber has been nominated to the 
Board of Fisheries by Gov. Tony Knowles, but 
Huber should h o ! be confirmed by the 
Legislature. Huber’s vision for Alaska’s fish­
eries would continue to displace the tradition­
al, non-wasteful harvest of our fish resources 
in favor of the tourist-oriented sport fishing 
industry while turning Alaska’s fisheries into a 
mockery of the state’s wanton waste laws.

Huber’s idea of fishery management as evi­
denced by his plan for the first-run kings 
would increasingly divert the salmoo best used 
on Alaska’s tables into the pocketbooks of the 
tourist sportfishing industry.

Call your legislators and urge them to vote 
no on Huber's confirmation.: Sens. John 
Torgerson, R-Kasilof (800-964-5733), Jerry 
Ward, R-Nikiski (465-3766), and Reps. Ken 
Lancaster, R-Soldctna (800-463-2693), Mike 
Chenault, R-Nikiski (800-469-3779), and 
Drew Scalzi, R-Homer (800-665-2689).

John Nelson 
Soldotna
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Advisory committee angles for hook and release of KRSA directo
By MATT TUNSETH
Peninsula Clarion

T h e  K c n n i-S o ld o tn n  F ish  an d  G am e 
A dv iso ry  C om m ittee  vo ted  unan im ously  
W ednesday to  send a le tte r to  sta te leg isla­
tors and the governor opposing  the nom ina­
tion o f  an area Fishing gu ide lobbyist to the 
A laska Board o f  F isheries.

T he decision  cam e afte r an hour o f  com ­
m ittee d iscussion and public  com m ent that 
w as overw helm ingly  opposed to the nom i­

nation  o f  B rett H uber, execu tive  d irec to r o f  
the K enai R iv er S portfish ing  A ssociation . 
O f  the m ore than  30  peop le presen t a t the 
m eeting , only  one person  spoke on H u b e r’s 
behalf.

D iscussion  focused overw helm ing ly  on 
H u b e r’s ro le in shaping recen t dec isions by 
the controversial B oard o f  F isheries, espe­
cially  the restric tions the board  p laced  on 
early -run  Kenai R iver king sa lm on . A lso 
called  in to  question  w as H u b e r’s affilia tion  
w ith K R SA , w hich  sponsors the by-inv ita -

tion-on ly  K enai R iver C lassic  fish ing  derby  
each  July. • • • .

“ B asically , (H uber) has p riv a tize d  the 
river. T h ey  have th is derby, and all they  do is 
c reate  hassles fo r everyone e lse ,"  sa id  John  
M c C o m b s , a c o m m e r c ia l  f i s h e r  f ro m  
N inilch ik .

O nly B ob E stes, a K enai R iver fish ing , 
gu ide, spoke  in favo r o f  H u b er’s nom ination ..

“ I th ink  w e need  m ore sport fish ing  re p re ­
sen tation  on the board ,” E stes said . "(H u b er) . 
is a good advocate  for sport fish ing  on the

K enai R iver."
E stes says gu ides shou ld  not be v ilified  fcj 

w hal they do. H e be lieves H uber can be 
s trong  ad v o ca te  fo r  A laskans w ho enjo  
fish ing  on the K enai River.

“ I th ink the general pub lic  needs to under 
stand  w hat (gu ides) do. P eop le  seem  to thin! 
it’s on ly  non residen ts w e take out. I take a Io 
o f  A laska residen ts fish in g ,"  he said.

H u b e r  w a s  a p p o in te d  by G ov. T ony 
K now les ea rlie r  th is m onth  to fill one o f  the 

See BOARD, back page

...Board
Continued from page A-1

th ree vacant positions on th e  b o ard . 
T h e  ap p o in tee s  s till h av e  to  b e  
approved  by  a jo in t session  o f  th e  
H ouse  and S enate . A lthough  the  
L e g i s l a t u r e ’s a p p r o v a l  is  n o t  
requ ired , a  jo in t  session  is u sua lly  
held  n e a r  the end  o f  the le g is la tiv e  
session  to  e ith e r  co n firm  o r  d en y  
the  a p p o in tm e n ts ,  a c c o rd in g  to  
K n o w le s ’ p re ss  s e c re ta ry , B o b  
K ing.

Sen . Jerry  W ard, R -N ik isk i, has 
prev iously  said  he is opposed  to 
H u b e r ’s n o m in a tio n . W ard  sa id  
T hursday  that he expects a jo in t se s ­
sion to  be called  w ithin the nex t tw o 
w ee k s  to  d isc u ss  a p p o in tm e n ts , 
although  an exact tim e fram e has yet 
to  b e  established.

K e n a i - S o ld o tn a  A d v is o r y  
C o m m it te e  c h a ir m a n  B r e n t  
Johnson , a com m ercial fisher, said  

i the group  w anted to  send a strong  
i m essag e  to  Ju n eau  tha t H u b e r’s 
; nom ination  is opposed  by  central
1 peninsula residents.
/  "T h is  a rea  d e fin ite ly  d o es not
j  w ant to  have h im  on the board ,”*• -

n u w ev c r, n u o e r  says lie 
than  w illing  to  listen to  o th e r peo ­
p le 's  view s. H e said T hursday  that 
he  w as unaw are  that the board  had 
even  p lanned to  m eet to  d iscuss  h is  
nom ination . H e sa id  that d u rin g  the 
m e e tin g , h e  w as in  H o m e r  d is ­
cussin g  h is nom ination w ith  a g ropp  
o f  concerned  c itizens there, t  

H ow ever, h e  said , th e  .advisory  
c o m m itte e ’s d ec is io n  d id n ’t su r­
p rise  h im . ■• . ' V

"T he on ly  part th a t su rp rises m e 
is that I live in the com m unity , and 
to  find out the local adv iso ry  co m ­
m ittee  m et to  d iscuss m y nom ina­
tion  w ithout even  con tac ting  m e ... 
th a t’s  in te resting ," H u b er sa id . •

"I h av e  no problem  m eeting  w jth 
fo lk s w ho w ant to  m eet w ith  me. 
I ’ve heard  from  people w ho support 
m e an d  peo p le  w ho  o p p o se  m y
nom ina tion ,"  h e  said .

Johnson  speculated  that the co m ­
m ittee ’s opposition  to  H u b e r’s no m ­
ina tion  w ill sw ay  the L egislature: 

"T h e  com m unity  defin ite ly  will 
b e  heard . C om m unity  oppositionO C  J J C iU U . ” 1 1
(to  H uber) w ill m ake a  d iffe rence ," 
lie said.'

I f  approved  b y  the L eg islatu re , 
H u b e r will c la im  one o f  the  seven  
scats on  the  B oard o f  F ish en e s  Ju ly



[Fw d: Q uestions...]

Subject: [Fwd: Questions...]
Date: Fri, 19 Apr 2002 13:05:43 -0800

From: Representative Drew Scalzi <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat_Hartley@legis.state.ak.us

Subject: Questions...
Date: Fri, 19 Apr 2002 09:01:40 -0800 

From: John Nelson <neldecoy@alaska.net>
To: "Rep. Ken Lancaster" <Representative_Ken_Lancaster@legis.state.ak.us>, 

Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us,
Senator Jerry Ward <Senator_Jerry_Ward@legis.state.ak.us>,
Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Mike_Chenault@legis.state.ak.us 

Re: P o l i t i c a l  i m p r o p r i e t i e s

B rett H u b e r ' s  l o b b y i n g  e f f o r t s  at the r e c e n t  B O F  m e e t i n g  on b e h a l f  of 
the t o u r i s t  s p o r t  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  s h o u l d  b e  c a u s e  to q u e s t i o n  the 
p r o p r i e t y  of K R S A ' s  d o n a t i o n s  to g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  to q u e s t i o n  
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  in K R S A ' a  f i s h i n g  derby.

KRSA, u n d e r  H u b e r ' s  d i r e c t o r s h i p ,  h a s  d o n a t e d  n e a r l y  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  to A D F & G  
S port F i s h  D i v i s i o n  to test a n e w  f i s h - c o u n t i n g  a p p a r a t u s  this summer.
K R S A  has a l s o  b o u g h t  t e l e m e t r y  d e v i c e s  for the U  S F i s h  & W i l d l i f e  
Se r v i c e ' s  w o r k  w i t h  K e n a i  R i v e r  r a i n b ow s .  K e l l y  Hepler, D i r e c t o r  of 
Sport F i s h  w o r k s  in K R S A ’s f i s h i n g  derby, w h i c h  g e n e r a t e s  f u n d s u s e d  b y  
K R S A  for i t s  d o n a t i o n s .

T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  on the p a r t  of Huber, KRSA, a n d  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  
r e g u l a t o r y  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  h a v e  the a p p e a r a n c e  of i m p r o p e r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

J o h n  N e l s o n  
So l d o t n a
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H u b e r  N o m in a tio n

Subject: Huber Nomination
Date: Wed, 24 Apr 2002 06:50:50 -0800 

From: wilbur nelson < wnelson@offcenterconcepts.com>
To: undisclosed-recipients:;

G o o d  Morning:

> From an  e c o n o m i c s  standpoint, the H u b e r  n o m i n a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  a p o t e n t ia l  
e x p a n s i o n  of the r e n t - s e e k i n g  of KRS A  a n d  G u i d e - r e l a t e d  interests.

Rent s e e ki n g  is d e f i n e d  as:

A c t i o n s  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  i n te r e s t  gr o u p s  d e s i g n e d  to r e s t r u c t u r e  p u b l i c  
p o l i c y  in a m a n n e r  that will e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  or i n d i r e c t l y  r e d i s t r i b u t e  more 
income to themselves.

The n e g a t i v e  e x t e r n a l i t i e s  of rent s e e k i ng  are clear:

1. W i d e s p r e a d  u s e  of the taxing, spending, and r e g u l a t i n g  p o w e r s  of 
g o v e r n m e n t  that favors s ome at the expe n s e  of others will e n c o u r a g e  rent 
seeking.

....In o t h e r  words, c o n f i r m i n g  B rett for the B O F  will o n l y  e n c o u r a g e  more
p r o - t o u r i s t  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  at the c o n t i n u e d  expe n s e  of r e s i d e n t ' s
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  rights.

2. R ent s e e k i n g  m o v e s  r e s o u r c e s  aw a y  from p r o d u c t i v e  a ctivities. Th e  output 
of e c o n o m i e s  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  amou n t s  of rent s e e k i n g will fall b e l o w  their 
p o t e n t i a l .

The p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the S a l m o n  that are m eant for A l a s k a n ' s  tables 
will float d e a d  d ownstream, w i t h  a h o o k  and releaf - m o r t a l i t y  of one in 15. 
Also, the latest r o u n d  of B O F  rules, h e a v i l y  lobb i e d  for b y  KRSA, 
e f f e c t i v e l y  see k  to " i n c r e a se  p r o d u c t i o n "  for the G u i d e  i n d u s t r y  b y  cr e a t i n g  
a stable, p r e d i c t a b l e  fishery. Th i s  increase in p r o d u c t i o n  is in the face of 
p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r ts  that the K ing Sa l m o n  of large size are disappearing, and 
has b e e n  d one at the e x p e n s e  of the r e s ident harvest. In e c o n o m i c s  all 
r e s o u r c e s  are s c ar c e  a n d  w h e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a comm o n s  t here is no e c o n o m i c  
in c e n t i v e for a n yo n e  i n v o l v e d  to d e c r e a s e  p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  that commons. The 
rent s e e k i n g  b e h a v i o r  of Brett in p a r t i c u l a r  (at the B O F  proceedings) shows 
that K R S A  a n d  ot h e r s are c o m m i t t i n g  a fundamental e c o n o m i c  sin in tryi n g  to 
i n c r ea s e  p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  a c o m mo n s  w hen returns b e g i n  to fall off. Inst e ad  
of s e e i n g  the i n c r e a s i n g  o c c u r r e n c e  of e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r es  as sig n  to "back 
off" of the resource, B r e t t and ot h e r s  have  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  A l a s k a n  v o t e r s  
by  u s i n g  rent s e e k i n g  as a tool to expand their p roduction.

This is an o p e n  and shut c a s e — I be g  yo u  to h elp turn a r o u n d  b a d l y  flawed 
p u b l i c  p o l i c y  b y  not c o n f i r m i n g  B rett to the B o a r d  of Fish.

T h a n k  you, 
Wi l b u r  N e l s o n

mailto:wnelson@offcenterconcepts.com


fFw d: B oard  o f  F ish  C o n firm a tio n s]

< Representative_Carl_Moses@legis.state.ak.us>,

< Representative_Eldon_Mulder@legis.state.ak.us>,

< Representative_Lisa_Murkowski@legis.state.ak.us>,

< Representative_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>,

< Representative_Brian_Porter@legis.state.ak.us>,

< Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us>,

<Representative_Drew_Scalzi@]egis.state.ak.us>,

< Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>,

< Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>,

< Representative_Bill_Williams@legis.state.ak.us>,

< Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us>

I 'm h o p i n g  to h e a r  f r o m  y o u  t hat B r e t t  H u b e r  w ill n ot  b e  c o n f i r m e d  for 

the F i s h  Board.

Mr. H u b e r  is n o w  p e r c e i v e d  as the d r i v i n g  f orce b e h i n d  r e c e n t  K e n a i  
r i v e r  k i n g  s a l m o n  m a n a g e m e n t  c h a n g e s  that a r e  v e r y  d i v i s i v e .  T h e r e  is no 
q u e s t i o n  as to Mr. H u b e r ' s  i n t e n t  of s u p p l a n t i n g  r e s i d e n t  b i o l o g i c a l  h a r v e s t  
o p p o r t u n i t y  in f a vo r  of e c o n o m i c  g a i n  for the i n d u s t r y  g r o u p  h e  w o r k s  for. 
T h e  r e p u t a t i o n  h e  ha s  a c q u i r e d  w i l l  do l i t t l e  to i m p r o v e  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  
p e r c e p t i o n  of the b o a r d s  a b i l i t y  to act in th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of the sta t e s 

r e s i d e n t s .

T h e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  to m a k e  f r e q u e n t  a l l o c a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  
that r e q u i r e  c o n s e n s u s  bu i l d in g ,  a n d  Mr. H u b e r  w i l l  h a v e  l i t t l e  c r e d i b i l i t y  
a p p e a r i n g  to b e  impartial. T h e  b o a r d  n e e d s  b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  th a n  to 
a p p o i n t  i n d u s t r y  s p o k e s m e n  w i t h  p r e a r r a n g e d  agendas. It' s  t i m e  o u r  b o a r d s  
h a v e  i m p a r t i a l  m e m b e r s  a n d  le a d e r sh i p .

I h o p e  I h a v e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o n  this i s su e  a n d  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  a 

r e s p o n s e  if y o u  would.

Sincerely,
Paul Z i m m e r m a n  
B o x  414
Kasilof, A k  99610 
(907) 2 6 2 - 7 2 2 3
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Sent By: HP LaserJet 3100; 88B5906; Apr-25-02 2:58PM; Page 1/1

April 25.2002 

Representative Drew Scalzi 

Dear Mr. Scalzi:

I am writing to oppose the confirmation of Brett Huber to the Alaska Board of Fisheries (Bob’). 1 retired 
from (he Alaska Department of Fish and Game in January of2000 as a Management Biologist with 
Division of Sport Fish m Soldotna. I have extensive background working with Advisory Committees and 
the BOF in the development of management plans for both fresh water and marine fisheries to include 
Kenai River Chinook fisheries.

There is significant local concern regarding recent changes to the Kenai River Early Run Chinook Salmon 
Management Plan. Mr. Huber provided extensive input to this plan during the previous BOF meeting. 
'Ihe changes greatly reduce han*st opportunity while insuring a very stable fishery. The primary 
beneficiary being guided and trophy anglers, While changes were needed to the management plan, the 
drastic measures taken were not needed. This slock of fish does have a harvestable surplus. The results 
of these changes will result in increased catch and release mortality by allowing the use of bah during a 
catch and release fishery (increased catch rates) and significantly reduce fish harvested for personal use. 
While I would be happy to further discuss the biological issues regarding this fishery this is not die 
primary intent of this letter.

The Board process has, at limes tliroughoul the years been a very political process, depending on issues 
and individual board members. The advisory committee process is an important part of this process. 
While not perfect, the Board process works very well in most situations. What is needed is to reduce 
political bias when it occurs and focus on biological issues while balancing social issues fairly to lake in 
concerns of all groups. In theory, the process allows all members of the public to provide input in the 
development of regulations and management plans.

My opposition to Mr. Huber’s confirmation stems from his attitude toward the public and his 
demonstrated willingness to manipulate the Board process. His disregard for all users during the past 
Board meeting combined with his recent editorial in the Peninsula Clarion (March 2000) are the basis of 
my concern. He indicated his belief that if the public wants to weigh in on Board decisions they should 
attend these meetings. The Board process is designed to allow the public to participate with written and 
oral testimony numerous times. However, Mr. Huber and members of other special interest groups have 
the luxury of time and financial support to attend and provide input throughout the entire meeting. The 
public should not have to sit through a two-week meeting to assure then interests arc properly addressed

In summary, my concern Is that should Mr. lluber be confirmed his previously demonstrated attiiude will 
further undermine public confidence and participation in the Board process. Public interests will continue 
to take a back seat to special interests when all should be considered equally. We need Board members 
with demonstrated willingness to positively weigh the input of all interests and respect all viewpoints.
This input should bo valid whether written or ora) and not be dependent on one’s ability to attend and 
lobby throughout an entire Board meeting. My interest is in fair and equitable public process.

Thank you for your lime and consideration.

David Athons 
P.O. Box 3521 
Soldotna, AK. 99669 
dallioiis@alaska.net
907-283-3743

mailto:dallioiis@alaska.net


D o N ot C onfirm  B rett H u b er fo r  B O F

"’Representative_Car]_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us"' < Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak 

'"Representative_Carl_Moses@legis.state.ak.us"' < Representative_Carl_Moses@legis.state.ak.us 

'"Representative_Eldon_Mulder@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Eldon_Mulder@legis.state. 

"'Representative_Lisa_Murkowski@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Lisa_Murkowski@legis. 

"'Representative_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us'" < Representative_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us: 

"'Representative_Brian_Porter@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Brian_Porter@legis.state.ak.i 

'"Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@k 

"'Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.staie.ak.us'" <Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.a 

"’Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.i 
"'Representative_Bill_Williams@legis.siate.ak.us'" <Representative_Bill_Williams@legis.state.< 
"'Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.

Dear Senators,

I a m  whole heartedly opposed to appointing Brett Huber to the Board of Fisheries. H e  has recently 

spearheaded a m o v e  to severely restrict the salmon fishery on the Kenai River and I feel this was a great 

injustice to the residents of the State of Alaska. Ignoring sound biological data accumulated by State of 

Alaska fishery biologists, Mr. Huber played a big part in making the Kenai River primarily a "catch and 

release" fisher)'. This m o v e  sides with the fishing guide and the tourists and not with Alaskans w h o  fish 

the Kenai for both recreation and to put food on the table. Please listen to the voters w h o  sent you to 

Juneau and do not appoint Brett Huber.

Regards 

Earl J. Chauvin 

Technical Professional 

Baroid Drilling Fluids 

Phone 907-275-2642 

cell 907-441-4821

e-mail earl.chauvin@ha!liburton .com

2 o f  2 4 /2 4 /2 0 0 2  9 :08  AM
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[Fw d: D O  C O N F IR M  B R E T T  H U B E R  F O R  B O F]

Subject: [Fwd: DO CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF]
Date: Tue, 23 Apr 2002 08:30:50 -0800

From: Representative D r e w  Scalzi < Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat Hartley <Pat_Hartley@legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: DO CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Tue, 23 Apr 2002 05:39:24 -0700 

From: Craig Gittings < gitt-one@netmagic.net>
To: S E N A T E  Resource Committee Chair < Senator_John_Torgerson@iegis.state.ak.us>,

H O U S E  Resource Committee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us>

C o n c e r n s  o n  t h e  K e n a i  h a v e  m a d e  y o u r  e m a i l  a d d r e s s  a v a i l a b l e  for 
c o n t r a r y  b e l i e f s  to m i n e  in the f o r m  of a e m a i l  w r i t i n g  c a m p a i g n  to k e e p
B r e t t  H u b e r  f r o m  f i l l i n g  the e m p t y  s eat on t t h e  BOF. B r e t t  H u b e r  is
f o w a r d  m i n d e d  in r e s p e c t  to the f u t u r e  of A l a s k a ' s  f i s h e r ie s .  It w o u l d  
be sa d  to see  i n t e r e s t s  on the K e n a i  R i v e r  f o r c e  hi s  k i n d  f r o m  b e c o m i n g  
a m e m b e r  of the b o a r d  of fisheries. I' m  a s t r o n g  p r o p o n e t  of c a t c h  a n d
r elease. If the s t a t e  is p r o g r e s s i v e  e n o u g h  to l e g i s l a t e  c a t c h  and
r e l e a s e  of r a i n b o w  trout, it c e r t i a n l y  s h o u l d  h a v e  the f o r e s i g h t  to do 
the sam e  c e r t a i n  r uns of s a l m o n  a n d  in this p a r t i c u l a r  case, the e a r l y  
r u n  of K i n g  s a l m o n  on the K e n a i  R i v e r  to e n s u r e  its f u t u r e  v i a b i l i t y .

C r a i g  G i t t i n g s  
F r e m o n t , C A
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[Fwd: DO N O T C O N FIR M  B R ETT H U BER FO R BOF]

Subject: [Fwd: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF]
Date: Tue, 23 Apr 2002 08:27:10 -0800

From: Representative Drew Scalzi <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat Hartley <Pat_Hartley@ legis.slate.ak.us>

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Mon, 22 Apr 2002 21:52:45 -0800 

From: Bob & Liz <cormit@ alaska.net>
To: SENATE Resource Com m ittee Chair <Senator_Jchn_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

HOUSE Resource Com m ittee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

It is imperative that Alaska Board o f Fish appointments have broad citizen support and bring a sense of 
integrity and fairness to the process. Brett H uber clearly does not have this kind of support or respect. I 
urge you to NOT confirm this appointment. As a m atter of interest this is what a local sport magazine had 
to say about the m atter http://AlaskaOutdoor.Toumal.com/

sincerely 
Bob Correia 
Kasilof, Alaska

q-m am
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H uber Nom ination

Subject: Huber Nomination
Date: W ed, 24 A pr 2002 08:21:47 -0800 

From: w ilbur nelson <wnelson@ offcenterconcepts.com>
To: <Helen_Donahue@ legis.state.ak.us>, <Pat_Hartley@ legis.state.ak.us>,

<Darwi n_Peterson @ legi s . state. ak. us>

G o o d  M o r n i n g :

> F r o m  an e c o n o m i c s  s tandpoint, the H u b e r  n o m i n a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  a p o t e n t i a l  
e x p a n s i o n  of the r e n t - s e e k i n g  of K R S A  a n d  G u i d e - r e l a t e d  i n t e r e s t s .

Rent  s e e k i n g  is d e f i n e d  as:

A c t i o n s  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  d e s i g n e d  to r e s t r u c t u r e  p u b l i c  
p o l i c y  in a m a n n e r  that w il l  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  or i n d i r e c t l y  r e d i s t r i b u t e  m o r e  
in co m e  to t he ms elves.

T h e  n e g a t i v e  e x t e r n a l i t i e s  of ren t s e e k i n g  are clear:

1. W i d e s p r e a d  u s e  of the taxing, spending, a n d  r e g u l a t i n g  p o w e r s  of 
g o v e r n m e n t  that  fav or s s o m e  at the e x p e n s e  of o t h e r s  w il l  e n c o u r a g e  rent 

seeking.

....In o t h e r  words, c o n f i r m i n g  B r e t t  fo r the B O F  wi l l  o n l y  e n c o u r a g e  m o r e
p r o - t o u r i s t  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  at the c o n t i n u e d  e x p e n s e  of r e s i d e n t ' s
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  rights.

2. R en t  s e e k i n g  m o v e s  r e s o u r c e s  a w a y  f r o m  p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  ou tp u t  
of e c o n o m i e s  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t s  of r e n t  s e e k i n g  w i l l  fall b e l o w  t heir 

p o t e n t i a l .

T h e  p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the S a l m o n  that are m e a n t  fo r A l a s k a n ' s  tables 
w ill f loat d e a d  do wn stream, w i t h  a h o o k  a n d  r e l e a s e  m o r t a l i t y  of one  in 15. 
Also, the l a t e s t  r o u n d  of B O F  rules, h e a v i l y  l o b b i e d  for b y  KRSA, 
e f f e c t i v e l y  s e e k  to "i n c r e a s e  p r o d u c t i o n "  for the G u i d e  i n d u s t r y  b y  c r e a t i n g  
a stable, p r e d i c t a b l e  fishery. T h i s  i n c r e a s e  in p r o d u c t i o n  is in the face of 
p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t s  that the K i n g  S a l m o n  of l arg e si z e  are  d i s a p p e a r i n g ,  an d 
ha s b e e n  d o n e  at the e x p e n s e  of the r e s i d e n t  h a r v e s t . In e c o n o m i c s  all 
r e s o u r c e s  a r e  s c a r c e  a n d  w h e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a c o m m o n s  t h e r e  is n o  e c o n o m i c  
i n c e n t i v e  f or a n y o n e  i n v o l v e d  to d e c r e a s e  p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  th a t  commons. Th e 
rent s e e k i n g  b e h a v i o r  of B r e t t  in p a r t i c u l a r  (at the B O F  p r o c e e d i n g s )  s hows 
that K R S A  a n d  o t h e r s  a r e  c o m m i t t i n g  a f u n d a m e n t a l  e c o n o m i c  s i n  in tr yi ng  to 
i n c r e a s e  p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  a c o m m o n s  w h e n  r e t u r n s  b e g i n  to fall off. I n s t e a d  
of s e e i n g  th e i n c r e a s i n g  o c c u r r e n c e  of e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e s  as s i g n  to "back 
off" of the resource, B r e t t  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  A l a s k a n  v o t e r s  
b y  u s i n g  r en t  s e e k i n g  as a tool to e x p a n d  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n .

Th i s  is an o p e n  a n d  s hut c a s e  I b e g  y o u  to h e l p  turn a r o u n d  b a d l y  f la w e d
p u b l i c  p o l i c y  b y  n ot  c o n f i r m i n g  B r e t t  to the B o a r d  of Fish.

T h a n k  you, 
W i l b u r  N e l s o n

mailto:wnelson@offcenterconcepts.com
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[Fwd: DO N O T CON FIRM  B R E TT  H U BER FO R BOF]

Subject: [Fwd: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF]
Date: Tue, 23 A pr 2002 10:33:27 -0800

From: Representative Drew Scalzi <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat Hartley <Pat_Hartley@ legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Tue, 23 A pr 2002 10:09:52 -0800 

From: jsseaton <jsseaton@ unicom -alaska.com >
To: SEN ATE Resource Committee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>, 

H O U SE Resource Committee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

Scott S e a t o n  

T a l k e e t n a

A n i n m r J  a m
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[Fwd: DO N O T C O N FIR M  B R E TT  H U BER FO R  BOF]

Subject: [Fwd: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF]
Date: Mon, 22 A pr 2002 13:24:41 -0800

From: Representative Drew Scalzi <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.st2te.ak.us> 
To: Pat Hartley <Pat_Hartley@ legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Mon, 22 A pr 2002 13:21:01 -0800 

From: Bob Toll cbtoll @ ptialaska.net>
To: SEN ATE Resource Comm ittee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>, 

H OU SE Resource Comm ittee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

Sirs,

I b e l i e v e  that Brett H u b e r  is n o t  a g o o d  c a n d i d a t e  for the BOF. He  is n ot 
th e c a l i b e r  of p e r s o n  w e  n e e d  on  the b o a r d  to h a n d l e  A l a s k a n  f i s h e r y  issues.

T h a n k  y o u  f or  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  on this matter,

B o b  Toll 
Kasilof . A K
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[Fwd: DO N O T C O N FIR M  B R E TT  H U BER FO R BOFJ

Subject: [Fwd: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF]
Date: Mon, 22 Apr 2002 11:35:44 -0800

From: Representative Drew Scalzi <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat Hartley <Pat_Hartley@ !egis.stale.ak.us>

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Sat, 20 Apr 2002 12:30:03 -0800 

F rom : "Friedrich B. Wiese" <fwiese@ alaska.net>
To: SENATE Resource Committee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>, 

H OUSE Resource Committee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi @ legis.state.ak.us>

P l e a s e  do  no t c o n f i r m  B r e t t  H u b e r  for thr B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  p o s i t i o n  as 
h e  d o e s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  m y  i n t e r e s t s  in f i s h e r i e s  i s s u e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s .  I 
a m  a 35 y e a r  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t  a n d  t ak e  s t r o n g  e x c e p t i o n  to th e K en ai  r i v e r  
c a t c h  a n d  r e l e a s e  r e g u la ti on , I o n l y  t ake o n e  K i n g  if lucky, d o n ’t sell 
A l a s k a  to o u t s i d e  interest, w e  ar e the ones that  v o t e  y o u  in or out of 
office, n o t  the tourist.

F r i e d r i c h  B. W i e s e  
1349 S ai nt  G o t t h a r d  Ave.
Anchora ge , A K  99508 
907 562 4301 
f w i w e s e @ a l a s k a .ne t

I n f  1 & m .m  i pm

mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:fwiese@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:fwiwese@alaska.net


[Fwd: DO N O T C ON FIRM  B R E TT  H U BER FO R BOF]

Subject: [Fwd: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF]
Date: M on, 22 A pr 2002 13:24:21 -0800

From: Representative Drew Scalzi <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat Hartley <Pat_Hartley@ legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: M on, 22 Apr 2002 12:42:15 -0800 

From: Bob Ourso <rtourso@ usgs.gov>
To: SEN ATE Resource Committee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>, 

H OU SE Resource Committee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

Ple a s e  d o  n o t  c o n f i r m  B r e t t  H u b e r  for the B O F . . . H e  is o b v i o u s l y  i g n o r a n t  
of is su e s  r e l a t e d  to f i s h e r i e s  a n d  the a v e r a g e  A l a s k a n

B o b  O u r s o  
A nc ho ra ge , A K

mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Pat_Hartley@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:rtourso@usgs.gov
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us


D O  N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B E R  FO R B O F

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
D ate: Tue, 23 Apr 2002 20:15:52 -0800 

From: Linda Brannian < lbrannian@ ak.net>
To: SENATE Resource Committee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

H OUSE Resource Committee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

I have w o r k e d  a r o u n d  this m a n  a nd  do not r e c o m m e n d  h i m  to r e p r e s e n t  fair 
access, optim al  utilization, and  c o n s e r v a t i o n  of o u r  fish  resources.
Please do n o t  c o n f i r m  him. We ca n do better.

I o f  1 4 /24 /2002  8:14 AM

mailto:lbrannian@ak.net
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us


D O  N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B ER  FO R  BOF

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Sun, 21 Apr 2002 05:38:02 -0800 

From: John Nelson <neldecoy@ alaska.net>
To: SENATE Resource Committee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>, 

H OUSE Resource Committee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Legislators,

Please do not confirm  H uber to Board o f  Fish. The m ost im portant fish is the one on Alaska's tables.

John Nelson 
Soldotna

l o f  I 4 /23 /2002  1 2 :1 7 P M

mailto:neldecoy@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us


D O  N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B ER  FO R  B O F

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Sun, 21 A pr 2002 15:53:43 -0800 

From: braxling <braxling@ alaska.net>
To: SENATE Resource Com m ittee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

H OUSE Resource Comm ittee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

Sand ra  B r a x l i n g  So ld o t n a

1 o f l 4 /23/2002 12 :17P M

mailto:braxling@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us


DO N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B E R  FO R  B O F

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Sun, 21 A pr 2002 21:58:53 -0700 

From: Charles Snyder <cohoeskim o@ gci.net>
To: SENATE Resource Com m ittee Chair < Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

HOUSE Resource Committee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

NO. NO. NO!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

1 o f  1 4/23 /2002  1 2 :1 7 P M

mailto:cohoeskimo@gci.net
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us


D O  N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B ER  FO R  B O F

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: M on, 22 A pr 2002 07:54:12 -0800 

From: Pete Holden <dlh@ gci.net>
To: SENATE Resource Committee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

H OUSE Resource Committee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

H o w  can this p e r s o n  p o s s i b l y  have an o p . i  m i n d  on  topics c o n c e r n i n g  the 

r i v e r .
T hank You 
D a v i d  H o l d e n  
Soldotna, A k

4/23 /2002  12:17 PM

mailto:dlh@gci.net
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us


D O  N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B E R  FO R  B O F

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT IIUBER FOR BOF 
Date: M on, 22 A pr 2002 12:42:15 -0800 

From: Bob Ourso <rtourso@ usgs.gov>
To: SENATE Resource Com m ittee Chair <Senatv_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

HOUSE Resource Com m ittee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

Please do not c o n f i r m  B re tt  H u b e r  for the B O F . . .He is o b v i o u s l y  ig nor an t 
of issues r e l a t e d  to fi s h e r i e s  a nd the a v er ag e A l a s k a n

Bob O u rso  
A n c h o r a g e , A K

1 o f  I 4 /23/2002 12 :17PM

mailto:rtourso@usgs.gov
mailto:Senatv_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us


DO N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B E R  FO R B O F

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Sat, 20 Apr 2002 12:30:03 -0800 

From: "Friedrich B. Wiese" < fwiese@ alaska.net>
To: SENATE Resource Committee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

HOUSE Resource Comm ittee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

Please d o  not c o n f i r m  Brett Hub er  for thr B oa rd  of Fis h e r i e s  p o s i t i o n  as 
he does not r e p res en t m y  int er es ts in fisheries issues or regulations. I 
a m  a 35 y e a r  state re si de nt and take st ro ng e xc e p t i o n  to the Kenai ri ve r 
c at ch  a n d  relea se  regulation, I on l y  take one King if lucky, d on 't  sell 
A l a s k a  to o u t si de interest, we are the ones that vo t e  y o u  in or  out of 

office, n o t  the tourist.

F r i e d r i c h  B. W ie se 
1349 S ain t G o t t h a r d  A v e .
Anchorage, A K  99508 
907 562 4301 
f w i w e s e @ a l a s k a .net

4/23 /2002  12:14 PM

mailto:fwiese@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:fwiwese@alaska.net


D O  N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B E R  FO R  B O F

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Tue, 23 A pr 2002 10:09:52 -0800 

From: jsseaton <jsseaton@ unicom -alaska.com >
To: SENATE Resource Committee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

H O U SE Resource Committee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

Scott S e a t o n  

T a l ke et na

4 /23 /2002  1 2 :1 7 P M

mailto:jsseaton@unicom-alaska.com
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us


D O  N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B E R  FO R B O F

Cubpct: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF
D;. te: M on, 22 A pr 2002 21:52:45 -0800 

Fruia: Bob & Liz <cormit@ alaska.net>
To: SEN ATE Resource Comm ittee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

H OU SE Resource Comm ittee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

It is im perative that A laska Board o f  Fish appointments have broad citizen support and bring a sense o f  
integrity and fairness to the process. Brett Huber clearly does not have this kind o f  support or respect. I 
urge you to NOT confirm this appointment. As a m atter o f  interest this is what a local sport magazine 
had to say about the m atter http://AlaskaOutdoorJournal.com /

sincerely 
Bob Correia 
Kasilof, A laska

l o f  I 4/23 /2002  12:17 PM

mailto:cormit@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us
http://AlaskaOutdoorJournal.com/


D O  N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B E R  FO R  BOF

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT IIUBER FOR BOF 
Date: M on, 22 A pr 2002 13:21:01 -0800 

From: Bob Toll <btoll@ ptialaska.net>
To: SENATE Resource Committee Chair <Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

H OUSE Resource Committee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

Sirs,

I b e l i e v e  that B r ett  H u b e r  is not a g oo d  c a n d i d a t e  for the BOF. He is not 
the c a l i b e r  of p e r s o n  we n e e d  on the b o a r d  to h a n d l e  A l a s k a n  fi s h e r y  issues.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  on  this matter,

B o b  Toll 
Kasilof. A K

1 o f  I 4/23/2002 12:17PM

mailto:btoll@ptialaska.net
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us


D O  N O T  C O N FIR M  B R E T T  H U B ER  FO R B O F

Subject: DO NOT CONFIRM BRETT HUBER FOR BOF 
Date: Sun, 21 A pr 2002 00:05:58 -0800 

From: G unnar Pedersen <netnorse@ netscape.net>
To: SENATE Resource Com m ittee Chair < Senator_John_Torgerson@ legis.state.ak.us>,

H OUSE Resource Com m ittee Co-Chair <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

I

4/23 /2002  I2 :1 7 P M

mailto:netnorse@netscape.net
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us
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A R U D E  A W A K E N I N G

Alaskans say "Cease & Desist!" to 
Brett Huber's Kenai River 
Sportfishing Association

M a t h e w  M o r s e  h o l d s  u p  t h e  full p a g e  p r o t e s t  
s t a t e m e n t  p u b l i s h e d  in t h e  P e n i n s u l a  C l a r i o n  
n e w s p a p e r  o n  S u n d a y  A p r i l  14th, 2002 a n d  p u b l i s h e d  
a g a i n  in t h e  D i s p a t c h  o n  W e d n e s d a y  A p r i l  17th, 2002.
Icli c k  h e r e  to r e a d  t he s t a t e m e n t  p a g e . )  O n e  h u n d r e d  
a nd f i f t y - f o u r  A l a s k a n s  m a d e  it v e r y  c l e a r  t hat KRSA 
and its executive director, Brett Huber, d i d  n ot 
r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  as o r d i n a r y ,  a v e r a g e  
a n g l e r s  a n d  r e s o u r c e  u s e r s  at t h e  F e b r u a r y  B o a r d  of 
F i s h e r i e s  m e e t i n g  a n d  to d i s c o n t i n u e  m a k i n g  c l a i m s  
that it r e p r e s e n t s  t he " Joe F i s h e r m a n’ u n g u i d e d  
a n g l e r s  w h o  s i g n e d  t h e  page.

Help P ro te c t  Y o u r  A la s k an  F ish ing  R igh ts!
Brett Huber Must NOT Be Confirmed For 

Board  o f Fisheries
A l a s k a n s  h a v e  A L W A Y S  h a d  a f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  to 
h a r v e s t  the s u r p l u s  g a m e  a n d  f i s h  r e s o u r c e s  of  this 
tate. T h o s e  r i g h t s  a r e  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  w h o  w e
r - o  l.tVtnt* n n r  V io T - i  f- o o o  i  e  » 1  1 » V > n u h  o n r t  i.iV n r  i i i o  V ia ir t

Southeastern Alaska 
las been a producer o f 

fine king salmon 
fishing as long as any 
other area in the state. 

But because its a bit 
m ore "secluded" it has 
not received as much 
attention as the areas 
which are saturated 

with fishing services. 
From  our research o f  
A D FG  king salmon 

harvest data, we have 
iscovered that S IT K A  

appears to be holding 
the title as best 

southeastern region 
king salmon producer 
for anglers. D uring the 
peak o f  the run, angler
e f f o r t  n * * r f i c l i  ic

http://alaskaoutdooijounial.coin,7
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A P U Z Z L I N G  P L A N

R I G H T I N G  T H E  
W R O N G S

Anchorage Daily 
News 

K ing Rules S tir  
D ebate on K enai 

by Jon Little

Peninsula Clarion 
Letters to the Editor 

Does KRSA 
R epresen t the  

Public In te re st?

Peninsula Voices - 
Guest Editorials 
C atch & Release 
P lan Should  Be 

Scrapped

d e c i d e d  Co call A l a s k a  o u r  h o m e  o v e r  a ll o c h e r  
p l a c e s  to live. W e  e n j o y  the w i l d n e s s  of A l a s k a  
r i g h t  in o u r  own b a c k y a r d s  a n d  w e  a r e  b l e s s e d  to 
l i v e  i n  a r e g i o n  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  s u c h  a  b o u n t y  that 
,ve c a n  s t i l l  b a s e  m u c h  of o u r  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  a r o u n d  
the o p p o r t u n i t i e s  it p r o v i d e s .  F e e d i n g  o u r  families, 
b y p u t t i n g  food on  t he t a b l e  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  h a r v e s t e d  
f r o m  A l a s k a ' s  b o s s o m  is t he v e r y  f a b r i c  w h i c h  m a k e s  
up o u r  " p e r s o n a l i t i e s "  as v e r y  u n i q u e  a n d  f o r t u n a t e  
A m e r i c a n s .

D u r i n g  t he F e b r u a r y  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  m e e t i n g ,  
A l a s k a n s  h a d  this "soul" s h r e d d e d  b y  a n  h i s t o r i c a l ,  
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  c h a n g e  in t h e  K e n a i  R i v e r  k i n g  s a l m o n  
f i s h e r y  r e g u l a t i o n s .  For the first time ever, a 
healthy, viable, and well-managed king salmon 
fishery that has always been delegated as a 
harvestable resource was abruptly converted to 
mainly a Catch & Release King Fishery with minimal 
harvest opportunities offered to Alaskans and 
visiting anglers. (See New Kenai R e a s  )

B R E T T  HUBER, p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in t he B O F  c o m m i t t e e  
p r o c e s s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the K e n a i  R i v e r  S p o r t f i s h :  ig 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w a s  a p r i m a r y  c h a m p i o n  o f  t he c a u s e  to 
c o n v e r t  the e a r l y  r u n  of K e n a i  R i v e r  k i n g  s a l m o n  
into a C a t c h  & R e l e a s e  " p l a y g r o u n d "  for g u i d e s  a n d  
a n g l e r s  w h o  c a r e d  n o t  f or p u t t i n g  a f i s h  on the 
table. T h e  o n l y  b e n e f a c t o r s  in t he " r e s o u r c e  u s e r s  
d e p a r t m e n t "  w e r e  the r i v e r  g u i d e s  w h o  w e r e  t o l d  t h e y  
n o w  h a v e  a s t a b l e  a n d  p r e d i c t a b l e  f i s h e r y  w i t h  w h i c h  
t h e y  c a n  m a r k e t  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  to o t h e r  a n g l e r s . All 
Alaskans who valued the right to harvest surplus 
fish in a healthy fishery were now displaced and 
must seek alternative fisheries to put food on their 
tables to feed their families.

Letters To JUN EA U

Brett Huber 
Confirmation

less than ten hours 
which means a full day 

charter is likely to 
produce fish for most if  

not all on board. The 
follow ing list o f  

saltw ater salm on and 
nalibut charters in the 
SITK A  area will give 

you a headstart on 
checking out what Ih.-y 
have to offer. W e don't 
know any o f  these so 
they are not endorsed 

by AOJ one way or the 
other.

SIT K A  F IS H IN G  
C H A R T E R S

Reel C lass Charters 
P enny 's G uide Service

Anelinu Unlimited 
Big Blue Charters 

Kingfisher Charters i
Lodge 

B aranof W ilderness 
Lodge 

D ragon Ladv Charters
Raven Guide Services

A W hale o f  a Tale 
Charters 

Sitka Rose Sportfishing
Charters 

Excursions Unlimited

BRETT HUBER is now a candidate for one of the vacant Board of Fisheries seats.
T h e  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  t h e  B O F  r e p r e s e n t  A L L  A L A S K A N S  e a c h  t i m e  t h e y  m e e t  
to v o t e  on  r e g u l a t i o n s  that w i l l  a f f e c t  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  u s e r  g roups, e n t i r e  
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  e v e n  the f o u n d a t i o n  of  o u r  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y .  T h e  B o a r d  h a s  a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to p r o t e c t  the f u t u r e  of the r e s o u r c e  first, t h e n  p r o t e c t  t he 
t r a d i t i o n a l  r i g h t s  to h a r v e s t  for all A l a s k a n s .  S p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g roups, m o n e t a r y  
v a l u a t i o n s  p l a c e d  on  a  r esource, a n d  m i n o r i t y  u s e r s  s h o u l d  a l w a y s  t a k e  a b a c k  
se a t  to o u r  p e r s o n a l  r i g h t s  as t h e  true owners of these resources.

M a n y  h u n d r e d s  of A l a s k a n s  h a v e  t a k e n  the t i m e  to s p e a k  o ut t his p a s t  w e e k  in 
P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e s  [FOMs) to all t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  in J u n e a u  m a k i n g  it c l e a r  
t hat t h e y  D O  N O T  w a n t  B r e t t  H u b e r  c o n f i r m e d  as a B O F  m e m b e r  b e c a u s e  h e  d o e s  not 
r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  in A l a s k a n s '  fishe r i e s .  Ho is anti-harvest and 
pro-Catch £ Release and that is unacceptable for 99% of those who live in this 
state and rely on our salmon fisheries as a traditional consumable resource. T h e  
• p r o t e s t  p a g e "  t h a t  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  in o u r  n e w s p a p e r s ,  the L e t t e r s  to t he E d i t o r  in 
the A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s  a n d  the C larion, t he g u e s t  edi". ' r i a l s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  the 
p a p e r s  a n d  e v e n  t h e  6 o ' c l o c k  tv  n e w s  c o v e r a g e  r e p o r t i n g  h o w  u p s e t  A l a s k a n s  
w e r e  w h e n  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  w a s  p a s s e d  are j u s t  s o m e  of  the e x a m p l e s  of the p u b l i c  
s p e a k i n g  o u t  a g a i n s t  the d i r e c t i o n  w h i c h  B r e t t  H u b e r  a n d  t h o s e  l i k e  h i m  w a n t  to 
t a k e  f o r  t h e  " new v i s i o n "  o f  f i s h e r i e s  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s .

T h e  A l a s k a n s '  V o i c e  d o e s n ' t  e nd there, m  T u e s d a y  e vening, 4/17, t h e  Anchorage 
Fish £ Game Advisory Committee v o t e d  a g a i n s t  s u p p o r t i n g  B r e t t  H u b e r  as a s u i t a b l e  
a p p o i n t e e  f or t he B o a r d  o f  Fish e r i e s .  T h i s  N o  C o n f i d e n c e  v o t e  b y  a g r o u p  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  h u g e  n u m b e r  of  A l a s k a n  a n g l e r s  w a s  a c l e a r  mes s a g e .  O n  W e d n e s d a y  
e v ening,  4/18, the Kenai-Soldotna Fish £ Game Advisory Committee v o t o d  
unamimouslv t o  n o t  s u p p o r t  B r e t t  H u b e r  as a c a n d i d a t e  to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  P e n i n s u l a  
r e s i d e n t s '  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  to s e n d  a m e s s a g e  to J u n e a u  t e l l i n g  t h e m  "Do N o t  C o n f i r m  
B r e t t  H u b e r  for B OF."

O u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in J u n e a u  N E E D  to h e a r  f rom A l a s k a n s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  
b e f o r e  t h e y  t a k e  t h e i r  v o t e  in a w e e k  o r  two. T h i s  is a S T A T E W I D E  issue. T h e s e  
B O F  m e m b e r s  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  y o u r  i n t e r e s t s  in f i s h e r i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  for 
t he n e x t  t h r e e  y ears. T h e  w r o n g  p e r s o n  on  the B o a r d  is a  w a s t e  of this w o n d e r f u l  
d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n .

http://alaskaoutdoorjournul.com/
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It is c l e a r  to  m o s t  A l a s k a n s  t h a t  Mr. B r e t t  H u b e r  w o u l d  n o t  m a k e  a s u i t a b l e  B o a r d  
of F i s h e r i e s  m e m b e r  w h o  w o u l d  f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t  all A l a s k a n s  a n d  t h e i r  f i s h i n g  
rights. H i s  "vision" of t h e  d i r e c t i o n  v/hich s a l m o n  f i s h e r i e s  s h o u l d  b e  m a n a g e d  is 
c o n t r a r y  to  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  A l a s k a n s  s t a n d  for a n d  the r e a s o n  w e  l i v e  here.

Every Juneau legislator will vote on whether Brett Huber will be 
seated on the Board o f Fisheries. We need those representatives to 
hear from  Alaskans from  all over the state, letting them know that 
Mr. Huber should not be confirmed on the BOF.
T h i s  is a v e r y  s i m p l e  t h i n g  to do. C l i c k  on  t h e  "TELL IT TO JUNEAU" b u t t o n  b elow. 
A n  e m a i l  m e s s a g e  w i n d o w  w i l l  p o p  u p  w i t h  t h e  S U B J E C T  l i n e  a l r e a d y  t y p e d  i n  w i t h  
"DO N O T  C O N F I R M  B R E T T  H U B E R  F O R  BOF". I n  add i t i o n ,  t h e  e m a i l  is a l r e a d y  
pre-addressed to m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  F o r  W i n d o w s  PCs u s i n g  Outlook 
Express an  a b b r e v i a t e d  m a i l  l ist is sent. F o r  All Macs plus Windows PCs using 
Netscape Mail all 60 l e g i s l a t o r s  a re s e n t  t h e  email. If y o u  c a n  u s e  N e t s c a p e  M a i l  
it w i l l  a l l o w  y o u  to c h o o s e  t h e  m a x i m u m  l ist f or n o t i f i c a t i o n .

Y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  to a d d  a n y  m e s s a g e  if y o u  d o n ' t  w a n t  to. T h e  s u b j e c t  l i n e  w i l l
i n f o r m  t h e m  o f  y o u r  p o s i t i o n  b u t  y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  to a d d  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m e n t s
y o u  m a y  w a n t . Just be sure to sign your NAME and HOMETOWN so they know who and 
where you are. It w i l l  o n l y  t a k e  30 S E C O N D S  to h e l p  i n s u r e  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  fair

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on  t h e  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  in the future. THANKS ffom  many
fellow Alaskans!

W IN D O W S PC  using  O U T L O O K  
E X PR E SS

A L L  M A C S + W IN D O W S P C  using  
N etscape M ail

■

Tell I t  To JU N E A U Tell I t  To JU N E A U

m s S H H H K  U flU p<taB :^ /02 2:35AM
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These

KRSA Executive Director, B rett Huber, states that KRSA 
represents the interests of "Joe Fisherm an."
(Peninsula Clarion, February 8, 2002)

Kenai River Com munity Residents Say B U LL to Kenai R iver Sportfishing Associalion !ittp://;Jaskaoutdooijoum a!.com /D cpanm ents/N ew s/ne\vs0415.html

The regulations, supported by Kenai River Sportfishing Association, that 
allow for the killing o f the large trophy king salmon and the use of bait in a 
catch-and-release fishery, both in the name of conservation, provide a great 
fishing opportunity for the white-collar politician and corporate bigshot. The 
opportunity for "Joe Fisherman", the blue-collar angler, to provide a king 
salmon for his family when a harvestable surplus exists, fell victim to this 
thinly disguised political agenda.

By choice, we join and support an organization whose basic tenets reflect our 
ideals, whose objectives we concur with and whose strategies we approve of. 
Subsequently, an organization may rightfully claim that they represent us. We 
don't think an organization's right to represent us or to state that it represents 
us occur simply because we participate in activities related to that



Kenai R iver C om m unity R esidents Say B U LL to Kenai River Sportfishing Associalion hltp.7/al askaoutdoorjoum al.com /D epartm ents/N ews/news0415.htm l
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Nomination should be nixed
Brett Huber’s presence on Board of Fisheries not good for Alaskans

When Bob Dylan sang "The 'limes 
'They Are A-Cliangin,”’ he wasn’t 
thinking about Alaska’s fisheries, 
but he could have been.

Over tlie past few years and at an accelerat­
ing pace, the traditional, non-wasteful harvest 
of Alaska’a fish resources by residents is being 
displaced by the nontraditional use of Alaska’s 
fish resources by nonresidents. And all for the 
almighty dollar.

During the recent Board of Fisheries meet­
ings on Cook Inlet, a Kenai River guide 
exclaimed, "The Kenai is so special it should­
n’t just be treated as another meat fishery.” 
Fellow guide and Kenai River Sportfishing 
Association executive director Brett Huber 
agrees: "Perhaps it’s time to treat this like 
other trophy fisheries, like we do with the rain­
bow trouL”

Brett Huber wants us to believe that catch- 
and-release fisliing for trophy fish is noble, 
somehow “above” the traditional “meat” fish­
ing Alaskans have practiced for ages. Huber 
would have us believe catch-and-release tro­
phy fishing is better for the fish. But is catch- 
and-release trophy fishing noble, or even bet­
ter? Is it the right tiling to do for the fish?

O F  T H E

'PENINSI/LA
w a S m a m  S l i

John Nelson
Consider ihe upper river rainbow trout fish­

ery, the fishery Huber holds up as an example 
worth imitating in other fisheries like the first 
run of Kenai kings. According to Fish and 
Game figures, the upper Kenai hosts a popula­
tion of about 25,000 rainbow. In 2000, there 
were 78,000 rainbows caught and released.

That means each Irout was caught on aver­
age a litile more than three times during the 
fishing season. At a mortality rate of 5 percent, 
3,900 of those 78,000 trout died, and at 1 
pound each, that’s 3,900 pounds of dead meat 
wasted. Moreover, 5 percent of the rainbows 
in the river have only one eye. Of the 6-year- 
old trout that comprise about 25 percent ofthe 
population, 85 percent of them have some

degree of mouth damage from beiDg hooked.
This is how Brclt Huber wants to treat (lie 

first run of Kenai kings, or in his own words, 
"tike we do ... Ihe rainbow Irout.”

Brett Huber has been nominated tu the 
Board of Fisheries by Gov. Tony Knowles, but 
Huber should not be confirmed by the 
Legislature. Huber’s vision for Alaska’s fish­
eries would continue to displace (he tradition­
al, non-wasteful harvest of our fish resources 
in favor of the tourist-oriented sport fishing 
industry while turning Alaska’s fisheries into a 
mockery of the slate’s wanton waste laws.

Huber’s idea of fishery management as evi­
denced by his plan for the first-run kings 
would increasingly divert the salmon best used 
on Alaska’s tables into the pocketbooks of the 
tourist sportfishing industry.

Call your legislators and urge them to vote 
no on Huber’s confirmation.: Sens. John 
Torgerson, R-Kasilof (800-964-5733), Jerry 
Ward, R-Nikiski (465-3766), and Reps. Ken 
Lancaster, R-Soldotna (800-463-2693), Mike 
Chenauit, R-Nikiski (800-469-3779), and 
Drew Scalzi, R-Homer (800-665-2689).

John Nelson 
Soldotna
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Subject: [Fwd: Huber]
Date: Fri, 26 Apr 2002 15:19:46 -0800

From: Representative Drew Scalzi <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us> 
To: pat_hartiey@ legis.state.ak.us

Subject: Huber
D ate: Thu, 25 Apr 2002 23:05:39 -0800 (AKDT)

From: fay000@ webtv.net (Fay Gavin)
To: Representati ve_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us

P le a s e  do N O T  c o n f i r m  H u b e r  to the BOF 
He do e s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  the is su es  of the f i s h e r p e r s o n  He is t a k i n g  ca r e  

of the s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  n e e d s  of t o u r i s m  n o t  the A L A S K A N S  t h a t w o u l d  
like to k e e p  a fi s h  w i t h o u t  h o o k i n g  a n d  r e l e a s i n g  all d a y  till t h e y  h o o k  
the R I G H T  s i z e  f a y  g a v i n  ANCH. A K

mailto:Representative_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:pat_hartiey@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:fay000@webtv.net
mailto:ve_Drew_Scalzi@legis.state.ak.us


'file  Rest o f  the Story

Subject: The Rest of the Story
Date: Fri, 05 A pr 2002 17:19:27 -0800 

From: Les Palm er < lpalmer@ alaska.net>
To: Ken Lancaster <R epresentatre_K enJLancaster@ legis.state.ak.us>

Ken,

I k n o w  y o u ' r e  busy, bu t this c o l u m n  c o n t a i n s  the jist of an i s s u e  tha t' s 
e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  to the e n t i r e  state. It al s o  r e l a t e s  to B r e t t  Huber, 
w h o  y o u  w i l l  b e  a s k e d  to c o n f i r m  for the B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  soon. I w o u l d  
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  ta k e  o n  this issue. Also, p l e a s e  tell m e  w h e t h e r  y o u  i n t e n d  
to s u p p o r t  H u b e r ' s  co nf ir ma tio n.

T h a n k  y o u  for  y o u r  e f f o r t s  d o w n  there. It m u s t  b e  a m a d hou se . S t a y  the 
course. J a n e t  a n d  I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  efforts.

Les

This c o l u m n  a p p e a r e d  in Les Pa lm e r ' s  "An O u t d o o r  View," P e n i n s u l a  Clarion, 

O u t d o o r s  se ction, Apr. 5, 2002

A  R U D E  A W A K E N I N G  

by
Les P a l m e r

( E d i t o r 1s note: T h i s  is the first in a t h r e e - p a r t  s e r i e s  a bou t w h a t  r e c e n t  
ev en ts  p o r t e n d  for the f utu r e  of anglers, f i s h i n g  g ui d e s  a n d  o t h e r s  for w h o m  
the K e n a i  R i v e r  is k e y  to t hei r welfare.)

Hi. M y  n a m e  is Les, a n d  I xm  a f i s h i n g - g u i d e  booster.

I 3ve b o o s t e d  g u i d i n g  si nc e the late 1980s, w h e n  I s t a r t e d  w r i t i n g  this 
column. I 1v e  r e m a i n e d  a b o o s t e r  even  w h e n  e v e r y o n e  a r o u n d  m e  w a s  t h r o w i n g  
r oc ks  at g u i des . It h a s n 3t a l w a y s  b e e n  easy, b e i n g  a g u i d e  b oo st er .

As an o u t d o o r  w r i te r, I've  t urn e d  d o w n  d o z e n s  of o ff e r s  of 3f r e e 2 f i s h i n g  
trips. T h e r e  a r e  n o  free lunches. I ' m  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  s e v e r a l  guides, but  
c o n s i d e r  o n l y  o n e  a true  friend.

M y  t h i n k i n g  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  that g ui d e s  do far m o r e  g o o d  t ha n  harm. T h e  
g u i d e d  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  d o e s n 3t do as m u c h  for the c o m m u n i t y  or the  r e s o u r c e  
as it c o u l d  a n d  should, bu t it does b r i n g  in m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  in "new"
m o n e y  f r o m  O uts i d e ,  d o l l a r s  that b o u n c e  s e v e r a l  times b e f o r e  s e t t l i n g  down.

S p e a k i n g  to t he  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  at its 1999 m e e t i n g  in  Soldotna, I said, 
"Guides a r e  a n  a s s e t  to the K e nai  R i v e r  a n d  A l a s k a ' s  economy, no t a 
l i a b i l i t y . "  I s t i l l  b e l i e v e  that. But m y  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  g u i d e s  has 
c h a n g e d  in r e c e n t  w e e k s . I lm  s t a r t i n g  to t h i n k  that b e i n g  g u i d e - f r i e n d l y  is 
an u n h e a l t h y  h a b i t  I s h o u l d  break.

In la t e  F e b r ua ry , I w a s  in F r e d  Meyers, m a n e u v e r i n g  a s h o p p i n g  c ar t  a r o u n d  a 
bend, w h e n  a w o m a n  ca m e  u p  a n d  said, 3W h a t  d i d  y o u  t h i n k  a bo ut  the  w a y  the 
B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  m e e t i n g  t u r n e d  o u t ? 2

I was s t i l l  f e e l i n g  a n g r y  a n d  f r u s t r a t e d  a b o u t  that me eting, but  I d i d n 3t 
wa n t  to ge t i n t o  it w i t h  a s t r a n g e r  w h o  h a d n 3t e v e n  i n t r o d u c e d  h er self, so I 
said, 3I 1m  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  for the fallo ut  to l a n d . 2

3Well, I 3m  a guide, a n d  I d i d n 3t like i t , 2 s h e  said. 3I w a n t e d  the
e a r l y - r u n  k i n g s  to be all ca tc h -  a n d - r e l e a s e .2

3You d i d ? 2

1 o f 3 4/5/2002 5:47 PM
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3I come  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a , 3 she  said. 3D o w n  there, our rainbov; tr ou t u s e d  to 
be big, bu t t h e y  w e r e  h a r v e s t e d  d o w n  to nothing . N o w  w e ’ve h a d  c a t c h  a n d  
r e l e a s e  for the las t f ive years, an d the b i g  ones a re  c o m i n g  b a c k . 2

3Two t h i n g s , 2 I said. 20ne, k i n g  s a l m o n  a r e n’t r a i n b o w  trout. A n d  two, y o u  
are n o  l o n g e r  in C a l i f o r n i a . 2

I fi g u r e d  that w o u l d  c oo l  h e r  jets. I wa s wrong.

31 was d i s a p p o i n t e d  th a t  the b o a r d  d i d n’t e x t e n d  c o h o  f i s h i n g  on  the K e n a i  
t h rou gh  O c t o b e r , 2 sh e said. 31 c o u l d  b o o k  that w h o l e  m o n t h . 2

3T h a t’s w h y  the b o a r d  d i d n’t e x t e n d  the s e a s o n , 2 I said. 3T h e y  w o u l d ’ve 
g i v e n  loca ls  a shot at t ho se  l a t e  silvers, b u t  t h e y  were a f r a i d  t h e  g u i d e s  
w o u l d  e x p l o i t  t h o s e  fish. T h e y  d i d n’t w a n t  it to turn  into a 
c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  f i s h e r y . 2

A f t e r  that c o n v e r s a t i o n - k i l l e r , w e  w e n t  our  s e p a r a t e  ways. It w a s  just as 
well. T h e  w a y  I felt a b o u t  K e n a i  R i v e r  g u i d e s  a f t e r  w h a t  th e y  h a d  d o n e  at 
the f i s h - b o a r d  m e e t i n g  in February, sh e was  l u c k y  I s t o p p e d  w h e n  I did.

A t  that b o a r d  me eti ng , th e K e n a i  R i v e r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  G u i d e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
c o a l e s c e d  w i t h  the w e l l - f u n d e d  a n d  w e l l - r e p r e s e n t e d  K en ai  R i v e r  S p o r t f i s h i n g  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h i s  a l l i a n c e  f o r m e d  to c o n v i n c e  the B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  that 
ki n g  s a l m o n  a r e  too g o o d  to b e  w a s t e d  on food, b ut  s h o u l d  b e  s a v e d  for play. 
The  p l a n  w a s  to 3 s a v e 2 the e a r l y - r u n  K e n a i  kin gs  b y  h a v i n g  c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  
m a n a g e m e n t  for the e n t i r e  run, t h r o u g h  J u n e  30.

To the c a s u a l  o b s er ve r,  the c o a l i t i o n  was  f l y i n g  a c o n s e r v a t i o n  flag, 3S av e  
the E n d a n g e r e d  E a r l y - R u n  K e n a i  K i n g s . 2 But t h e i r  true c o l o r s  w e r e  —  a n d  
a re  —  g r e e d  a n d  s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  2K in g  S a l m o n  for F u n  a n d  Profit, n o t  F o o d . 2

A t  the m eeting, f i s h i n g  g u i d e  a n d  K R S A  b o a r d  m e m b e r  Pat C a r t e r  s u m m e d  it up. 
In an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  th e A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  News, h e  said, 3T h e  Ken ai  is so 
s p ec ia l it s h o u l d n’t just b e  t r e a t e d  as a n o t h e r  m e a t  f i s h e r y . 2

Ov e r  the years, I ’ve  s u p p o r t e d  K R S A  in m a n y  ways, b e l i e v i n g  it r e p r e s e n t e d  
the best  i n t e r e s t s  of fish, as wel l as anglers. I was one of the e a r l y  
members, in the l at e  1970s. So w h a t  h a p p e n e d  at this b o a r d  m e e t i n g  w a s  a 
rude  awake nin g.  T h i s  s e e m i n g l y  b e n e v o l e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  p r o s e l y t i z i n g  w i t h  
its p r o - h a b i t a t  m e s s a g e ,  ha s b e c o m e  a 4 0 0 - p o u n d  p i r a n h a  in the g o l d f i s h  
p o n d .

Most  p e o p l e  h a v e n’t y e t  r e a l i z e d  what h a p p e n e d  at that F e b r u a r y  f i s h - b o a r d  
meeting . I m e a n  o t h e r  th a n  the b o a r d  a d d i n g  a n o t h e r  11 o n e r o u s  r e g u l a t i o n s  
to the a l r e a d y  n i g h t m a r i s h l y  c o m p l e x  r u l e s  for f i s h i n g  the K e n a i  River.

T h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g  the b o a r d  d i d  w a s  to, in part, go a l o n g  w i t h  the 
K R S A - g u i d e  c o a l i t i o n’s plan. W i t h o u t  r e g a r d  for the n u m b e r  of e a r l y - r u n  
kings that w i l l  be in  the Ke na i River, the b o a r d  s c h e d u l e d  a 
c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  f i s h e r y  for the last 20 da y s  of J u n e  on the e a r l y - r u n  

Kenai R i v e r  k i n g  salmon.

This o u t r a g e o u s  a c t i o n  m a r k e d  the first time ev e r  that a t r a d i t i o n a l  s a l m o n  
h a r v e s t  f i s h e r y  h a d  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  by  a c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  fishery. T o g e t h e r  
w i t h  a n o n - r e t e n t i o n ,  40- to 5 5 - i n c h  s lo t  limit, the b o a r d  s l a s h e d  the 
annual e a r l y - r u n  h a r v e s t  to o n e - s i x t h  of w h a t  it has  b e e n  in p r i o r  years, 
from an a v e r a g e  of 6 , 90 0 to less than 1,200.

This p r e c e d e n t  has  s t a t e w i d e  i m pl ica ti on s.  Before, f i s h e r i e s  m a n a g e r s  u s e d  
c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  only  as a m e a n s  of g i v i n g  a n g l e r s  a c h a n c e  to fi s h  on 
small fish p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  d u r i n g  w e a k  s a l m o n  runs. Now, s t a r t i n g  this 
season, "fun" f i s h i n g  for s a l m o n  a s s u m e s  a h i g h e r  v a l u e  than the us ua l 
’f o o d 2 fishing. If th e B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  c a n  do it on the Kenai, t he y  can 
do it a nywhere.



The Rest o f  the Story

I fin d m y s e l f  f e e l i n g  b a d  a bout things I've thoug ht  a n d  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  o ur 
local N at iv es'  p e r s i s t e n c e  to fi s h  for s a l m o n  w i t h  gill  nets. I f i n d  m y s e l f  
w a n t i n g  to t a l k  to the  d i p - n e t t e r s  a n d  p e r s o n a l - u s e  g i l l - n e t  a d v o c a t e s  w h o  
h a v e  b e c o m e  m o r e  v o c a l  in r e c e n t  years. Of late, I ’ve  even f ou nd  m y s e l f  
h a v i n g  c a l m  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  c o m m e r c i a l  fishermen.

Big  c h a n g e s  a r e  on t he  breeze. If y o u ’re w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  wi l l  h a p p e n  next, 
you  n e e d n’t l o o k  far for clues. In the C l a r i o n  (Feb. 15, 2002, ’Bo a r d  M u l l s  
K i n g  P l a n 2 ), K R S A  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  Brett H u b e r  said, 2P e r ha ps  i t ’s tim e  to 
treat this like  o t h e r  t r o p h y  fisheries, like  w e  do w i t h  r a i n b o w  t r o u t . 2

B e c a u s e  of this r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  in s o m e t h i n g  I ha d t h o u g h t  wa s sacred, I ’ve 
b e e n  r e c o n s i d e r i n g  this t h i n g  c a l l e d  "sport fishing."

I ’m  a m e a t  f isherman. A l w a y s  h a v e  been, a l w a y s  v/ill be. L i k e  the g r ea t 
m a j o r i t y  of A l a sk an s,  I c o n s i d e r  e a t i n g  fish an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of c a t c h i n g  
it. P e r h a p s  the m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  part.

That said, I ' m  n o t  a p u r i s t  m e a t  fisherman. I've c a u g h t  a n d  r e l e a s e d  m o r e  
than a f e w  trout, g r a y l i n g  a n d  b o n e f i s h  o ve r  the years. Yet, I 'v e  n e v e r  
felt right a b o u t  c a t c h i n g  a n d  r e l e a s i n g  salmon, to "fight" or "play" t h e m  

just for the fun of it.

Tha t s a l m o n  a re  m e a n t  to b e  food  for h u m a n s  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i s m s  is so 
apparent, I c a n n o t  f a t h o m  h o w  a n y  t h i n k i n g  p e r s o n  c o u l d  b e l i e v e  o t he rw ise .

I confess, I ’ve s i n n e d  t wi ce  in the d i s t a n t  past. O n e  morning, four  of us 
ca ug h t  a n d  r e l e a s e d  34 k i n g s  at the 3 r d  Hole, a cr o s s  from  the m o u t h  of the 
K i l l e y  River. W e  k i l l e d  at l ea st two of t ho se fish w e  released, if the 7.6 
p e r c e n t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  for c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  a p p l i e d  that day.

I di d n ' t  feel r i g h t  a b o u t  that fishing. At the tim e I d i d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  

why. But I do now.

(Next week: A  p u z z l i n g  plan)

Les P a l m e r  is a f r e e l a n c e  o u t d o o r  w r i t e r  w h o  lives in Sterling.

The E n d
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For P e n i n s u l a  C la ri on,  O utdoors, Apr. 12, 2002

A  P U Z Z L I N G  P L A N  

b y
Les P a l m e r

( E d i t o r 1s note: T h i s  is the s e c o n d  in a t h r e e - p a r t  series a b o u t  w h a t  r e c e n t  
ev e n t s  p o r t e n d  f o r  the f ut u r e  of anglers, fi s h i n g  gu id e s  a n d  o t h e r s  for w h o m
the K e n a i  R i v e r  is k e y  to t h ei r welf are .)

T h e  k i n g  salmon, the  f i rs t s a l m o n  of the year, w il l  s o o n  start n o s i n g  in t o
the K e nai  River, b o u n d  for t h e i r  s p a w n i n g  grounds.

In y e a r s  past, m y  h e a r t  b ea t  f a s t e r  at the v e r y  thoug ht of c a t c h i n g  a n d  
b r i n g i n g  h o m e  o n e  of t he se  fish. But this year, I Jm  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  the 
k n o w l e d g e  tha t s o m e  p e o p l e  w a n t  to s to p  all h a r v e s t  of Kenai kings, e x c e p t  
for the 1 t r o p h y 2 size. So, i n s t e a d  of t h i n k i n g  about fishing, I am  s p e n d i n g  
e v e r y  s p a r e  m o m e n t  t r y i n g  to s a v e  one  of the m a i n  r e a s o n s  for l i v i n g  on the 
Kenai P en in s u l a .

In Feb ruary, the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  a d o p t e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  that 
e f f e c t i v e l y  s l a s h  f i v e - s i x t h s  fr o m  the an n u a l  ha r v e s t  of e a r l y - r u n  K enai 
R i v e r  k i n g  salm on . F r o m  1988 t h r o u g h  2000, d o w n s t r e a m  from  the S o l d o t n a  
bridge, the  a v e r a g e  h a r v e s t  f ro m  this r u n  w a s  about 6,900 fish. U n d e r  the 
n e w  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  e f f e c t i v e  this year, the h a r v e s t  wi l l  l i k e l y  b e  less than 1 , 2 0 0 .

T h e  b o a r d  a c c o m p l i s h e d  m o s t  of this s e v e r e  cut by  d e c l a r i n g  the last 20 days 
in J u n e  a c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  fishery. F o r  the first time ever, an A l a s k a n  
s a l m o n  h a r v e s t  f i s h e r y  has  b e e n  c a n c e l e d  b e f o r e  the s e a s o n  begins, r e p l a c e d  
b y  a 3f u n 2 fishery, w i t h o u t  b i o l o g i c a l  reason.

Ru m o r s  a n d  n e w s  a c c o u n t s  w e r e  the first i n k l i n g  m o s t  K ena i P e n i n s u l a  
r e s i d e n t s  h a d  of th e fi s h  b o a r d 1s extreme, s e e m i n g l y  i r r a t i o n a l  action. As 
the full r e a l i z a t i o n  of w h a t  it m e a n t  cam e  to bear, l o n g t i m e  o b s e r v e r s  of 
the l oc al f i s h i n g  s c e n e  w e r e  i n  a s t a t e  of s t u n n e d  disbelief.

M e m b e r s  of t he K e n a i  R i v e r  S p o r t f i s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  and  the K e nai  R i v e r  
P r o f e s s i o n a l  G u i d e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  w e r e  s t u n n e d  for d i f f e r e n t  reasons. T h e y  
w a n t e d  the h a r v e s t  cut e v e n  further.

A t  the F e b r u a r y  b o a r d  me eting, K R S A  b o a r d  m e m b e r  a n d  f i sh ing  g u i d e  Pat 
C a r t e r  t o l d  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s  (Feb. 19, 2002), 3We h a v e  a problem, 
a n d  w e  j us t  p u t  a B a n d  A i d  on it. T h e  K e n a i  is so s p e cia l it s h o u l c n lt just 
be t r e a t e d  as a n o t h e r  m e a t  f i s h e r y . 2

K RS A  m e m b e r s  at t h e  b o a r d  m e e t i n g  h u d  z e a l o u s l y  t ri ed  to sto p v i r t u a l l y  all 
h a r v e s t  of kings. In r e s p o n s e  to c r i t i c i s m  of the g r o u p Js a c t i o n s  b y  m e  an d 
o t h e r  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  K R S A  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  B r ett  H u b e r  w r o t e  a n  o p i n i o n  
p i e c e  that a p p e a r e d  in the C l a r i o n  (Mar. 12, 2002) K R S A 1s po sition, he 
wrote, w a s  t ha t  t h e  e a r l y  r u n  s h o u l d  be m a n a g e d  b y  c at c h - a n d - r e l e a s e ,  ba i t  
s h o u l d  b e  a ll o w e d ,  a n d  a n g l e r s  o u g h t  to be a bl e  to k e e p  a p o t e n t i a l  n e w  
w o r l d - r e c o r d  king, the o nes m o r e  than 55 i nc h e s  in length.

3We  (took this p o s i t i o n )  b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e d  it to be the m o s t  b i o l o g i c a l l y  
s o u n d  o p t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  -- a n d  we  still d o , 2 H u b e r  wrote.

H u b e r  c l a i m e d  that f i s h e r y  m a n a g e r s  i d e n t i f i e d  two d i s t i n c t  p r o b l e m s  in
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st af f r e p o r t s  to the  board. One, he wrote, w a s  3a la c k  of s t a b i l i t y  in one  
of the m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s po rt f is h e r i e s  in t he s t a t e . 2

H u b e r  w a s n lt th e o n l y  o n e  c o n c e r n e d  a b ou t S t a b i l i t y 2 of this run. K e l l y  
Hepler, d i r e c t o r  of the D i v i s i o n  of S por t Fish, m e n t i o n e d  it to S o l d o t n a  
r e s i d e n t  J o h n  N el son . In r e s p o n s e  to N e l s o n 1s c o m p l a i n t  a b o u t  th e fish 
b o a r d s  a c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  e a r l y - r u n  Kenai kings, H e p l e r  w r o t e  on M a r c h  14:
3M y  s t a f f  w e n t  i n t o  the r e c e n t  C o o k  Inlet B o a r d  m e e t i n g  a s k i n g  for two 
things for t h e  e a r l y - r u n  c h i n o o k  sa l m o n  on the K e na i River: 1) a d d i t i o n a l  
p r o t e c t i o n  for  l a r g e  c h i n o o k  salmon, an d 2) c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e  g i v e n  for 
p r o v i d i n g  a s t a b l e  a n d  p r e d i c t a b l e  f i s h e r y  for c u r r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s .

As for 3s t a b l e  a n d  p r e d i c t a b l e , 2 if th os e are H e p l e r ' s  m a i n  goals, it 
e x p l a i n s  w h y  he  d i d n ' t  d e f e n d  the e x i s t i n g  h a r v e s t  fishery, w h e n  it w a s  s h o t  
dow n  in f l a m e s . A  c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  f i s h e r y  is m u c h  e a s i e r  a n d  less 
e x p e n s i v e  to mo ni t o r .  In s e a s o n  m a n a g e m e n t  u n d e r  f u n - f i s h i n g  r ul es  w i l l  b e  
m u c h  e a s i e r  on Hepler, his s taf f and  the a g e n c y 1s budget.

As for H e p l e r 3s 3c u r r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s , 2 t h ose  ar e m a i n l y  g u i d e d  anglers, w h o  
h a r v e s t e d  all b u t  a b o u t  11 p e r c e n t  of the e a r l y - r u n  k i n g s  in 2001.

If y o u  b e l i e v e  w h a t  K R S A  m e m b e r s  a n d  some  of the g u i d e s  s a i d  at th e b o a r d  
m e e t i n g  —  a n d  c o n t i n u e  to s a y  -- y o u  w o u l d  th in k the e a r l y - r u n  K e n a i  k i n g s  
w e r e  on the e d g e  of e x t i n ct ion .

Bu t at the S o l d o t n a  o f f i c e s  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  Game, the 
sc i e n t i s t s  w h o  s p e n d  m o s t  of t h e i r  time s t u d y i n g  these fis h disagree. 
B i o l o g i s t  L a r r y  M a r s h  te lls  m e  the e ar ly r u n  has m e t  its b i o l o g i c a l  
e s c a p e m e n t  g o a l  in 15 of the  p a s t  16 years.

So l d o t n a  f i s h e r y  b i o l o g i s t s  a c k n o w l e d g e  the lack of l a r g e r  k i n g s  —  the 
35 - o c e a n 2 7 - y e a r - o l d s  —  in r e c e n t  years, b u t  d i s a g r e e  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s  as 
to the cause. I n  a J a n u a r y  2002 report, th e y  wrote: 3W e  d o n ' t  k n o w  if this 
d e c l i n e  is a r e s u l t  of n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  or the r es u l t  of s e l e c t i v e  h a r v e s t  
p r e s s u r e s  o n  l a r g e r  fi s h  b y  a n g l e r s  in the r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h e r y  or a 
c o m b i n a t i o n  of b o t h . 2

In re sponse, t h e s e  b i o l o g i s t s  s u g g e s t e d  to the K e n a i - S o l d o t n a  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  a 3n o n - r e t e n t i o n  slot l i m i t 2 that p r o t e c t e d  the large r 
kings. T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s u b m i t t e d  a p r o p o s a l  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  this idea. Th e 
b i o l o g i s t s  s a i d  a r a n g e  of 45 inches to 55 inches w o u l d  a l l o w  m o s t  of the 
la r g e r  f ish to e s c a p e  a n d  spawn.

But b o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  h e a r i n g  m a i n l y  from K R S A  members, w e n t  further. To 
p r o t e c t  v i r t u a l l y  all t he  5 - o c e a n  fish a n d  m o s t  of the 4 - o c e a n  fish, th e y  
lo w e r e d  the b o t t o m  e n d  of the n o n - r e t e n t i o n  slot from 45 to 40 inches.
Then, i n c o n g r u o u s l y ,  t h e y  a l l o w e d  the k i l l i n g  of k ing s l o n g e r  t ha n  55 
inches, the l a r g e s t  of the l a rg e ones they  w e r e  s u p p o s e d l y  t r y i n g  to 
p r o t e c t .

Th e b o a r d  d o e s n ' t  d e s e r v e  a l l  the blame. A t  the m e e t i n g  of the 
K e n a i - S o l d o t n a  a d v i s o r y  c ommittee, w h e r e  the iss u e s  i n v o l v e d  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
a i r e d  in p u bl ic , K R S A  a n d  th e gu id e s  s t a y e d  away, h o l d i n g  t h e i r  c a r d s  c l o s e  
to their v e s t s  u n t i l  t h e  re a l  game. Th a t  this c o m m i t t e e  has  lo n g  b e e n  
d o m i n a t e d  b y  c o m m e r c i a l - f i s h i n g  i n t e r e s t s  h a d  m u c h  to do w i t h  its b e i n g  
b y - p a s s e d  in  th e p r o c e s s .

A l t h o u g h  K R S A  v o i c e d  c o n c e r n  about the e a r l y  r u n  K e n a i  k i n g s  at the F e b r u a r y  
b o a r d  m e e t i n g ,  t h e i r  c o n c e r n  w a s n ' t  a p p a r e n t  u n t i l  then. Th e g r o u p  w e n t  to 
a lot of t r o u b l e  a n d  e x p e n s e  to sub mi t n i n e  p r o p o s a l s  for r e g u l a t i o n  
changes, n o n e  of w h i c h  p e r t a i n e d  to e a r l y - r u n  K en ai kings. K R S A  m e m b e r s  
w a i t e d  u nti l th e b o a r d  m e e t i n g  wa s w el l  u n d e r  way, then m e t  w i t h  m e m b e r s  of 
the g u i d e s  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t a l k e d  th e m  i n t o  s u p p o r t i n g  the  c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  
i d e a .
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As one g u i d e  w h o  w a s  p r e s e n t  at this m e e t i n g  t ol d  me, 3T h e  gu i d e s  w e r e  led 
to b e l i e v e  it w a s  the o n l y  w a y  to b r i n g  b a c k  the b i g  k i ng s a n d  r e s t o r e  the 
run. T h e y  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  t here was n o  o t h e r  w a y . 2

This i d e a  th a t  t h e  e a r l y - r u n  k in gs  n e e d  to be 3b r o u g h t  b a c k 2 is just p l a i n  
malarky . M a r k  Gamblin, the fishe ri es  m a n a g e m e n t  b i o l o g i s t  for the u p p e r  
Kenai P e n i n s u l a  area, has  s t a t e d  seve ral  times s i n c e  the F e b r u a r y  m e e t i n g  
that the  r u n  is n o t  in trouble.

As  r e c e n t l y  as Apr. 10, G a m b l i n  said, 3T he i m p r e s s i o n  that s om e  folks have, 
or ar e p r o m o t i n g ,  that t her e' s a c o n s e r v a t i o n  i s s u e  or cr i s i s  that n e e d s  to 
be  a d d r e s s e d ,  is jus t s i m p l y  i n c o r r e c t . 2

Thi s is p r i m a r i l y  a so c i a l  issue, n ot  a b i o l o g i c a l  issue, he said.

T h o s e  of us w h o  c o n s i d e r  the c a t c h i n g  a n d  e a t i n g  of s a l m o n  a lm o s t  a h o l y  
rit ua l a r e  g o i n g  to h a v e  to d r a w  a line in the sand. Th e b u r e a u c r a t s  w o n ' t  
h e l p  us, a n d  g u i d e s  are  in it m a i n l y  for th e money. F o r  now, at least, the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t hat p r e t e n d  to s t a n d  u p  for 3J o e  F i s h e r m a n 2 a r e  s t a n d i n g  on 
the w r o n g  s i d e  of the line.

T he  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of A l a s k a n s  b e l i e v e  that w h e n  a r u n  of s a l m o n  has a 
h a r v e s t a b l e  s ur plus, f i s h e r i e s  p o l i c y  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  s h o u l d  be  to h a r v e s t  
those fish, n o t  a l l o c a t e  t h e m  to g ui d e s  a n d  an e li te  g r o u p  that w a n t s  to 
treat s a l m o n  as p l a y t h i n g s .

W e  can w i n  th i s  fight. W e  m u s t  w i n  this fight.

N e x t  week: T a k i n g  a s t a n d

Les P a l m e r  is a f r e e l a n c e  w r i t e r  w h o  lives i n  Sterling.

Th e E n d
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Subject: [Fwd: third column in a series]
Date: Fri, 19 Apr 2002 12:59:40 -0800

From: Representative Drew Scalzi <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us> 
To: Pat_Hartley@ legis.state.ak.us

Subject: third column in a series
Date: Thu, 18 A pr 2002 21:38:26 -0700 

From: Les Palm er < lpalmer@ alaska.net>
To: Representative Drew Scalzi <Representative_Drew_Scalzi@ legis.state.ak.us>

For  P e n i n s u l a  Clario n, "An O u t d o o r  V i e w , "  A p r i l  19, 2002

R i g h t i n g  th e W r o n g s  

b y
Les P a l m e r

( E d i t o r 1s note: T h i s  is the t h i r d  c o l u m n  in a t h r e e - p a r t  s er i e s  a b o u t  w h a t  
rec e n t  e v e n t s  p o r t e n d  for the f ut u r e  of angler s,  f i s h i n g  g u i d e s  a n d  othe rs  
for w h o m  the K e n a i  R i v e r  is k e y  to t h e i r  w e l fa re .)

W h e n  it c o m e s  to m a k i n g  f i s h i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  A l a s k a  h as  the m o s t  o p e n  
p r o c e s s  o f  all  states. T h e  p u b l i c  c a n  b e  i n v o l v e d  at ever'/ stage, f ro m  the 
local f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a d v i s o r y  commi tt ee , to the B o a r d  of Fi sheries. I t 1s a 
s y s t e m  d e s e r v i n g  of o u r  s upport. W e  s h o u l d  c h e r i s h  a n d  cake p r i d e  in it.

But wait. If thi s p r o c e s s  is so w o n d e r f u l ,  h o w  d i d  w e  e n d  u p  w i t h  a 
r e g u l a t i o n  t ha t  e f f e c t i v e l y  m a d e  c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  s a l m o n  f i s h i n g  m o r e  
i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  c a t c h - a n d - e a t ?

F o r  no b i o l o g i c a l  reason, the  f is h  b o a r d  in F e b r u a r y  v o t e d  to r e p l a c e  a 
t r a d i t i o n a l  s a l m o n  h a r v e s t  w i t h  a c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e  fishery. F or  now, this 
r e g u l a t i o n  a p p l i e s  o n l y  to the e a r l y - r u n  K e n a i  R i v e r  ki n g  salmon, b u t  it 
si g n a l s  p r o f o u n d  c h a n g e s  ahead.

M o r e  th a n  a s i m p l e  c o u n t  of 3y e a s 2 a n d  3nays, 2 t hat u n p r e c e d e n t e d  v o t e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a p a r a d i g m  shift.

W i t h  that vote, th e B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  g a v e  a w a y  p a r t  of o u r  A l a s k a n  
b i r t h ri gh t,  o u r  r i g h t  to c a t c h  a n d  ea t salmon, so f i s h i n g  "guides w o u l d  h a v e  
a m o r e  stable, p r e d i c t a b l e  f i s h e r y  to sell.

W i t h  that  vote, the b o a r d  i g n o r e d  the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h i c h  m a n d a t e s  
the m a n a g e m e n t  of fi s h  for  a s u s t a i n e d  yield.

W i t h  that vote, the b o a r d  t u r n e d  a d e a f  e a r  to the s c i e n t i s t s  w h o  s a f e g u a r d  
o u r  fishe ri es , a n d  i n s t e a d  p a i d  h e e d  to a few s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d  f i s h i n g  g u i d e s  
a n d  the o v e r z e a l o u s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of a s p o r t - f i s h i n g  o r g a n iz at io n.

W i t h  that vote, the b o a r d  s e r v e d  n o t i c e  t hat the sam e  thing c o u l d  h a p p e n  
an ywhere. T o o  m u c h  p r e s s u r e  o n  k i n g  s a l m o n  f i s h e r i e s  in the S u s i t n a  
d r a i n a g e ?  S l o w  d o w n  the h a r v e s t  w i t h  c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e .  A r e  e m e r g e n c y  
c l o s u r e s  m a k i n g  it d i f f i c u l t  for N u s h a g a k  R i v e r  g u i d e s  and  l o dg e o w n e r s  to 
b o o k  t r i p s ?  M a k e  the k i n g  r u n  c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e .  Is i n t e n s i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  
c o s t i n g  t o o  m u c h ?  G o  to c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e .

W h e r e  w a s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w h i l e  all this w a s  g o i n g  on? On 
a l l o c a t i v e  p r o p o s a l s ,  a g e n c y  s t a f f  c l a i m  n e u t r a l i t y .  Mainly, th e y  w e r e  m u t e  
on this issue, c l a i m i n g  it w a s  a l l o c a ti ve , not bi o l o g i c a l ,  k n o w i n g  it w a s  a 
hot  pota to . B u t  j u s t  h o w  n e u t r a l  w e r e  they?
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As I m e n t i o n e d  in last w e e k ’s column, Sp -t F i s h  D i r e c t o r  K e l l y  H e p l e r  
s t a t e d  that his  s taf f w e n t  to the F e b r u a r y  b o a r d  m e e t i n g  a s k i n g  that 
’c o n s i d e r a t i o n  be g i v e n  for p r o v i d i n g  a s t a b l e  a n d  p r e d i c t a b l e  f i s h e r y  for 
cu r r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s 2 of e a r l y - r u n  K e n a i  R i v e r  k i n g  salmon. O n  a n  i s s u e  that 
w a s  so o b v i o u s l y  a l l o c at iv e,  w h a t  w a s  h e  d o i n g  a s k i n g  fo r s o m e t h i n g  that has 
m o r e  to d o  w i t h  the m a r k e t a b i l i t y  of a p r o d u c t  tha n w i t h  the b i o l o g y  of the 
e a r l y - r u n  ki n g s ?

H e p l e r  w a s n’t the o n l y  one  i n t e r e s t e d  in a s t a b l e  a n d  p r e d i c t a b l e  e a r l y  run. 
A f t e r  the b o a r d  vote, K R S A  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  B r e t t  H u b e r  e x p r e s s e d  hi s 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  that th e b o a r d  h a d n’t m a d e  the e n t i r e  r u n  c a t c h - a n d - r e l e a s e .  
’It w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p r e d i c t a b l e ,  s i m p l e  a n d  s t a b l e , 2 H u b e r  to l d  the 
A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  News.

B i o l o g i s t s  l i n k e d  w i t h  this e x e r c i s e  in s oc i a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  h a v e  los t s om e  
cred ib ili ty , a n d  c r e d i b i l i t y  is of u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  to a s ci en t i s t .  Th i s  
d i d n’t h a p p e n  overn ig ht .

As r e c e n t l y  as a d e c a d e  ago, F i s h  a n d  G a m e  staff i n s t i n c t i v e l y  g a v e  the 
Kenai R i v e r  S p o r t f i s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  a w i d e  berth. In the o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  
e a r l y  years, f o u n d e r  B o b  P e n n e y  w a s  a j u n k y a r d  d o g  w he n  it c a m e  to t a k i n g  on 
the c o m m e r c i a l - f i s h i n g  i ndustry. In one way, this w a s  h ea lthy. A t  le as t 
y o u  k n e w  w h e r e  P e n n e y  w a s  c o m i n g  f r o m  a n d  w h e r e  h e  w a n t e d  to go. A n d  w o e  b e  
to the b i o l o g i s t  w h o  w e n t  there.

Nowadays, K R S A’s a i m s  a r e  less obvious. In the e a r l y  1990s, it b e c a m e  a 
kinder, g e n t l e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  ’Th i n k  h a b i t a t  —  if w e  w a i t  i t ’ll b e  too 
l a t e , 2 b e c a m e  its slogan. It a d o p t e d  the m i s s i o n  of ’p r e s e r v i n g  the 
gr e a t e s t  s p o r t f i s h i n g  r i v e r  in the world, the K enai River, t h r o u g h  
p r o t e c t i n g  fi s h  habitat, p r o v i d i n g  education, a n d  p r o m o t i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e  
s p o r t f i s h i n g . 2

T h e  n e w l y  b e n e v o l e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e g a n  g r a n t i n g  l a r g e  sum? of c a s h  to 
p r o v i d e  h a b i t a t - f r i e n d l y  a n g l e r  a c c e s s  a l o n g  th e Kenai. It h a n d e d  out 
aw ar d s  to p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  for p r o t e c t i n g  t hei r r i v e r  b a n k s  in a 
h a b i t a t - f r i e n d l y  manne r.

K R S A  is l a r g e l y  f u n d e d  b y  its f i s h i n g  tournament, the K e n a i  R i v e r  Cl assic, 
h e l d  in e a r l y  J u l y  fo r the p a s t  e i g h t  years. In last y e a r ’s event, H o n o r a r y  
C l a s s i c  C o - H o s t s  S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  G o v e r n o r  T o n y  K n o w l e s  p l a y e d  h o s t  
to 180 p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  K R S A  W e b  site. T h i s  g r o u p  i n c l u d e d  
fou r U.S. senators, f our B u s h  C a b i n e t  members, d o z e n s  of e x e c u t i v e s  f r o m  
m a j o r  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  a n d  c e l e b r i t y  guests. A l s o  a t t e n d i n g  w e r e  S e n a t e  
P r e s i d e n t  R i c k  Halford, H o u s e  S p e a k e r  B r i a n  Porter, F i s h  a n d  G a m e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  F r a n k  R u e  a n d  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  Dan 
C o f f e y  a n d  E d  D er sham. T h i s  w a s  n o t  y o u r  e v e r y d a y  f i s h i n g  trip.

W h i l e  g i v i n g  a w a y  $2 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  for r i v e r - r e l a t e d  p r o je cts , K R S A  
i n g r a t i a t e d  i t s e l f  to e v e r y  city, borough, state a n d  f e d er al a g e n c y  w i t h  
ties to the K e n a i  River, as w e l l  as to the K en ai  P e n i n s u l a  b u s i n e s s  
community.

M a n y  is the s t a t e  l a w - m a k e r  a n d  b u r e a u c r a t  w h o  s p ent  a n  e n j o y a b l e  J u l y  
m o r n i n g  f i s h i n g  for k i n g  s a l m o n  on the Ke na i River. Thi s  is K R S A ’s ’On the 
R i v e r 2 pr og r a m .  I t’s purpose, a c c o r d i n g  to the g r o u p’s W e b  site, is to m a k e  
p o l i c y  m a k e r s  ’fa m i l i a r  w i t h  the i s s u e s  of i m p o r t a n c e  to the r i v e r  a n d  the 
ef f o r t ?  b e i n g  a c c o m p l i s h e d  on its b e h a l f . 2

H o w  can a p o l i c y  m a k e r  r e f u s e  a r e q u e s t  f r o m  K R S A  w h e n  he  or s h e  h a s  b e e n  on 
a free f i s h i n g  trip w i t h  su c h  nice, w e l l - m e a n i n g  folks?

H o w  can  th e D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  b e  o t h e r  than a c c o m m o d a t i n g  w h e n  
K R S A  g i v e s  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  for a study?

N o t  that K R S A  h a s n ’t d o n e  a lot of g o o d  work. But its l a r g e s s  w i t h
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p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  b u r e a u c r a t s  t h r e a t e n s  n o t  o n l y  its ow n cred ib il it y, b u t  that 
of th ose  w h o s e  f a v o r  the g r o u p  s e e k s .

H o w  ca n the s t a t e  g i v e  u n b i a s e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to the i ssu e of b o a t  w a k e s  on 
the K e n a i  w h e n  the p r i m e  s p o n s o r  of the K en ai R i v e r  C l a s s i c  is Y a m a h a  
M a r i n e ?

It m a y  s e e m  as if I lm  g i v i n g  K R S A  too m u c h  credit, but  I d o n 3t t h i n k  so.
I t 1s sa f e  to s a y  tha t thi s is the m o s t  p o w e r f u l  a n d  i nf l u e n t i a l  
s p o r t - f i s h i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in the world. A t  the F e b r u a r y  f i s h - b o a r d  
meeting, that p o w e r  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  w a s  d emo n s t r a t e d .

N ot  that K R S A  d e s e r v e s  all the credit. O t h e r  r e a s o n s  for w h a t  w e n t  wrong:

€ A n g l e r  a p a t h y  is at a n  a l l - t i m e  high.
€ C o m m e r c i a l  f ishermen, d r i v e n  to d e s p e r a t i o n  b y  low  s a l m o n  prices, v e n t e d  
th ei r a n g e r  a n d  f r u s t r a t i o n  b y  w r i t i n g  d o z e n s  of s i l l y  propos al s,  all of 
w h i c h  h a d  to b e  c o n s i d e r e d  at e v e r y  level of t he  pr ocess. T h e  s h e e r  n u m b e r  
of p r o p o s a l s  s w a m p e d  the a d v i s o r y  c om m i t t e e s .  I m p o r t a n t  i ssu e s  w e n t  
u n c o n s i d e r e d .
€ T h e  K e n a i - S o l d o t n a  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  for y e a r s  ha s b ee n  
v i e w e d  b y  o t h e r  u s e r - g r o u p s  as s t a c k e d  in f a v o r  of c o m m e r c i a l - f i s h i n g  
i nterests. S p o r t - f i s h i n g  i n t e r e s t s  c h o s e  to i g n o r e  this c ommittee, thus 
i k i p p i n g  p a r t  o f  th e p u b l i c  process.
€ G o i n g  i n t o  the F e b r u a r y  b o a r d  meeting, s o m e  i ss u e s  r e m a i n e d  h i d d e n  that 
s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  a i r e d  in public. As a result, the p u b l i c  a n d  at 
l ea st  so m e  of the s t a f f  a n d  b o a r d  w e r e  b l i n d - s i d e d  b y  wh a t  h ap pened.

In r e t r os pe ct , m a n y  of us w i s h  w e  c o u l d  go b a c k  a n d  r e c o n s i d e r  the p r o p o s a l  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  e a r l y - r u n  kings. Hopefu ll y, th e b o a r d  wil l g i v e  us that c h a n c e  
to r e c o n s i d e r  it b e f o r e  2005, w h e n  the b o a r d  n e x t  a d d r e s s e s  C o o k  I n le t 
f i n - f i s h  p r o p o s a l s .

If y o u 1re w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  y o u  c an  do  r i g h t  now, t h e r e 3s plenty.

As  A l a s kan s,  w e  n e e d  to r e a f f i r m  the b e l i e f  that w h e n e v e r  a h a r v e s t a b l e  
s u r p l u s  of s a l m o n  exists, it s h o u l d  b e  h a rve st ed , no t jet a s i d e  to p l a y  
wiuh. W e  n e e d  to jo i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  that s u p p o r t  this belief, a n d  w o r k  to 
c h a n g e  t h o s e  that d o n 1t.

The  fee fo r a r e s i d e n t  s port f i s h i n g  l i c e n s e  ($15) h a s n 3t i n c r e a s e d  in 
years. If w e  w a n t  to h a r v e s t  Kenai R i v e r  salmon, w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  intensive, 
e x p e n s i v e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  w e  m a y  h a v e  to p a y  m o r e  for that m a n a g e m e n t  t h a n  we  
d i d  10 y e a r s  ago. W e  s h o u l d  m e n t i o n  this to o u r  le gislators.

W e  n e e d  to r e t h i n k  the  w o r d  3s p o r t , 5 as it a p p l i e s  to fishing. S o m e w h e r e  
a l o n g  the line, m a n y  a n g l e r s  h a v e  b o u g h t  in t o  the idea that 
c a t c h i n g - a n d - r e l e a s i n g  s a l m o n  is a 3s p o r t i n g 2 t h i n g  to do. M a y b e  we  o u g h t  
to t h i n k  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  s a l m o n  h a v e  e n o u g h  pr o b l e m s ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  c a u g h t  a n d  
r e l e a s e d  j u s t  for  3s p o r t . 2

A l o n g  the way, w e 111 h e a r  that a 3 t r o p h y 2 s a l m o n  h a s  m o r e  v a l u e  on a 
t o u r i s t 3s h o o k  or  w a l l  than  on an A l a s k a 3s d i n n e r  plate. If w e  a l l o w  
e c o n o m i c s  to f o r m  o u r  o p i n i o n s  on this matt er , w e  w i l l  h a v e  so l d  o ff the 
rest  of o u r  b i r t h r i g h t .

Les  P a l m e r  is a f r e e l a n c e  w r i t e r  w h o  lives in Sterling.
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Catch-and-release decision should be scrapped King plan 
fails us all

Loren Flagg
W hen  long t im e Board  o f  F isheries o b s e r v e r s  hailing f rom  
d iv e rs e  in te res t  g roup s  a ll s lam  the  boa rd  p roce ss  in this 
n ew sp ape r ,  we m us t su spec t  th a t "s om e th ing  is ro t ten  in 
D enm a rk . "
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In d e e d ,  when Les P a lm e r  (P en in su la  d a - i o n  o u td o o r  w r ite r  and 
s p o r t s  f ish a d v o c a te ) ,  Doug B lo s som  (e a s t s id e  s e tn e t t e r  and 
c om m e rc ia l fish ing a d v o c a te )  and Ken T a rb o x  ( f o rm e r  Fish and 
G am e  b io log is t and e n v i ro nm en ta l  a d v o c a te )  te am  up to 
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Actua l ly , based  on the n u m be r  o f  nega t iv e  le t te rs  to  th e  ed ito r 
in bo th  loca l and Ancho rage  pape rs  a s  we ll a s  the m an y  critical 
b la s ts  d irected a t  the fish boa rd  on th e  loca l rad io  p rog ram  
S o u n d -O f f ,  p e rh ap s  A la skan s  have  ta ken  due  notice .

At the  c rux o f  th e  p rob lem  th is t im e is a b o a rd  p ro ce ss  tha t 
p rodu ced  a "fa i led upon  a r r iv a l"  e a r ly  king sa lm on  
m an ag em en t  p lan f o r  th e  Kena i R ive r . The  p lan is no t j u s t  a 
rea l s t in ke r ,  it is a d isa s te r  f o r  the fish , f o r  the  b io logy  o f  the 
Kena i s y s tem , f o r  loca l and  A laska re s id en t f i s h e rm en ,  fo r
fniirict-c anrl n.-inrpciripnk fichprm pn fnr Fich pnrl C am p
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m an ag em en t  and fo r  th e  e c on om y  o f  th e  Kena i Pen insu la .

While  this has long been an ac cep tab le  pract ice in this f ishery , 
th e  d i f fe rence  now is th a t  th ese  la rg e r  fish a re  re p o r te d  to  be 
in a downwa rd  t rend  by Fish and G am e  and m ay  be in need o f  
add it iona l p ro tec t ion .

T h a t  is ju s t  on e  p rob lem  with the  new  p lan .

A n o th e r  m a jo r  p rob lem : The B oa rd  o f  Fish has reduced  Fish 
and G am e 's  Eme rgency  O rd e r  (E .O . )  a u th o r i ty  to  m ak e  
in -s eason  m an ag em en t  dec is ions based  on run s t ren g th .  This 
is the  way s a lm on  runs a re  m an ag ed  a ll o v e r  th e  s ta te .

The  new plan p roduced by the  boa rd  m ak e s  a b so lu te ly  no 
s e n se  to an y on e  who is kn ow led geab le  a b o u t  th e  Kenai R iver. 
W ha t  is the p rob lem , how  did th is f iasco  happen , and w he re  do 
we go f r om  he re?

The  main p rob lem  was tha t the  o ld p lan did no t need a to ta l 
m a k e o v e r ,  it ju s t  needed  a little tw eak  to give th e  la rg e r  
5 -o c e a n  fish a litt le he lp in recove r ing  f r om  a downward  t rend . 
In s te ad  o f  a cweak, th e  e a r ly  p lan w as tw idd led down the  to i le t 
by the boa rd . With the new  p lan , we end  up exc lu s ive ly  
ta rge t ing  th e  v e ry  c om pon en t  o f  5 -o c e a n  fish th a t  th e  orig ina l 
p rop o sa l s ough t to p ro tect .

On ly  th ose  king s a lm on  5 5  inches and  o v e r  m ay  now  be 
re ta ined  a f t e r  June 10 . Adm itted ly , th e re  a re  no t m an y  fish o f  
th a t  s ize expec ted  to re tu rn  this y e a r .  ( I f  y o u  do th e  b io logy 
and  the m ath  you  will d isc ove r  th a t  th is y e a r ’s 5 -o c e a n  re tu rn  
o f  kings will s tem  f rom  the adu lt  fish th a t  sp aw ned  during the 
1 9 9 5  f lo od  th a t  ra ised h a voc  with the  K il ley  R ive r s y s tem , the 
m a jo r  e a r ly  run spawn ing g ro u n d s . )

S t i l l ,  do you  de ve lo p  a plan th a t  a im s  to  h a rv e s t  th e  " la s t 
su rv iv o r? "  The p rob lem  is no t th a t  ju s t  a few  fish o v e r  5 5  
inches m ay  be ha rv e s ted .  The p rob lem  is th a t  v e ry  l ike ly m os t 
fish b rough t to the  boa t o v e r  5 0  inches will be p layed  ou t , 
ne t ted , s t re tched  ou t by a t le a s t  tw o se ts  o f  hand s , and then 
m ea su red  two o r  th re e  t im es . And o f  c o u rs e  the  ob l ig a to ry  
p icture will be ta ken  b e fo re  it is re le a sed .

T ha t this will happen  is ju s t  a fa c t  o f  h um an  na tu re . Most local 
an g le r s  and c om pe ten t gu ides a re  go ing to  know  when a fish is 
2 o r  3 inches o r  so  un de r  k e e p e r  s ize .  Bu t be l ieve  m e , th e y  a re  
go ing to  go  ah ead  and m ea su re  th em  an yw ay  " ju s t  to be su re ,"  
e spec ia l ly  in the  p re sence  o f  th e i r  f r ie nd s  o r  paid c lients .

A s tudy  by Fish and G am e  su gg e s ts  th a t  h ook  and re le a se  
m o r ta l i ty  on  Kenai king sa lm on  is 7 to  8  p e rcen t o v e ra l l  f o r  fish 
o f  a ll s ize ca tego r ie s . I f  you  ha ve  e v e r  tr ied to m e a su re  a king 
sa lm on  o v e r  5 0  inches in the  ne t you  know  the p rob lem s  
invo lved . I t  is a v e ry  dif ficu lt ta sk  to  a c cu ra te ly  m ea su re  a fish 
o f  th is s ize and inva r iab ly  le a v e s  the  ne t with sca le s  and s lime 
and the  fish in a s t re s s e d - o u t  cond it ion .

9 n r  r. 4/19/2002 11:22 AM
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w r ,

E.O. is by fa r  th e  be s t  m an ag em en t  s y s tem  poss ib le , g iven the 
unce r ta in ty  o f  s a lm o n  re tu rn s  and lac*  o f  re l iab le  fo re ca s ts .  I f  
the run com es  in w eak ,  h a rv e s t  m e a su re s  a re  re s tr ic ted  o r  the 
f ish e ry  is c losed  down com p le te ly .  I f  the run com es  in s t rong , 
regu la t ion s  can be re la x ed . This f o rm  o f  m an a g em en t  was one  
o f  the g re a t  bene f i ts  o f  s ta te h o od ,  and within ju s t  a few  y e a rs  
o f  being im p lem en ted , it he lped re v ive  d ep le ted  s a lm on  
popu la t ion s  a round  th e  s ta te .

Now , the  new plan has  reduced  Fish and G am e 's  in -s e a son  
ab ility  to  ad ap t h a rv e s t  s t ra te g y  to  run s t re n g th . W hile  it m ay  
be still poss ib le  to op en  up the  f ish e ry  to catch and keep  a f te r  
June 1 0 ,  th e  re q u i rem en ts  a re  s t r ic te r and  loca l m an ag em en t  
f lex ib i li ty  has been  reduced . The oppo r tu n i ty  f o r  loca l ang le rs  
( a s  well gu ided a n g le r s  f r om  a l l o v e r  the w o r ld )  to  p a r ta k e  in 
th is f ish e ry  not j u s t  f o r  th e  s p o r t  o f  it, but to  pu t s a lm o n  on the 
d inne r ta b le ,  has been  d im in ished .

A th ird p rob lem : The new  p lan , while a t tem p t ing  to  p ro te c t  the 
m ain  body  o f  5 -o c e a n  fish , is so  o v e r ly  re s tr ic t iv e  in th is a rea  
th a t  it n e ed le s s ly  p ro te c ts  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  4 - o c e a n  fish a s  well. 
No on e ,  including Fish and G am e  b io log is ts , has identified any  
p rob lem  with the  4 -o c e a n  c om pon en t  o f  th e  run , y e t  h a rv e s t  o f  
an  e s t im a ted  8 0  p e rc en t  o f  th e se  fish m ay  be den ied  by the 
new regu la t ion , which inc ludes a 4 0 - in c h  s ize  limit in e f fe c t 
until June 10 .

W hen  as ked  to su g g e s t  a s ize  limit to  p ro te c t  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i t y  
o f  5 -o c e a n  fish , Fish and  G am e  bio log is ts c am e  up with 4 5  
inches. Th is wou ld h ave  p ro tec ted  a ll o f t h e  la rg e r  5 -o c e a n  fish 
(e x c ep t  f o r  th o se  o v e r  5 5  inches! and ev en  m os t  o f  th o se  with 
s low e r  g row th  g en e s .  I t  wou ld have  a lso  m ad e  av a i la b le  fo r  
po ten t ia l h a rv e s t  m o re  than  7 0  pe rcen t o f  f ish in the 4 -o c e a n  
age  c lass.

The m agn itude  o f  th is h a rv e s t  cou ld ea s i ly  be con t ro l led  by 
Fish and G am e 's  in -s e a so n  E .O . au th o r i ty .  Yet, f o r  s om e  
re a so n , th e  boa rd  dec lined the  da ta  p rov ided  by e x p e r ts  and 
decided to  im pose  a sm a l le r  4 0 - in ch  lim it until June 10 .  I f  
h a rv e s t  is a l low ed  a f t e r  June  1 0  by E .O ., it will stii l be with the 
4 0 - in ch  restr ic t ion .

This action was a big s lap  in the  face  to re s id en t an g le r s  who 
have  part ic ipa ted in th is f ish e ry  f o r  m an y  y e a rs .  "Joe 
F ish e rm an " has now  been  s e v e re ly  re s tr ic ted  during the e a r ly  
po rt ion  o f  the run and  qu ite poss ib ly  to ta l ly  shu t o f f  f rom  the 
la te r  re tu rn  — and no t f o r  a va lid  b io log ica l re a son .

D ue to low w a te r  cond it ions  in the  r iv e r  and run t im ing , m an y  
loca ls  do  no t e ven  begin to  pa rt ic ipa te  in th is f ish e ry  until e a r ly  
June . Now, by re gu la t io n ,  th ey  and gu ided an g le r s  a s  well m ay  
be sh u t o f f  f r om  a n y  e a r ly - ru n  h a rv e s t  (e x c ep t  f o r  fish o v e r  5 5  
inches ) a f t e r  June 1 0 .

One f ina l p ro b lem : The  p lan a l low s f o r  the use  o f  ba it by E.O. 
during the  h o o k - a n d - r e le a s e  pe r iod . I f  th e  run is s t rong  
enough  to  a l low  th e  u se  o f  bait, it sh ou ld  be s t rong  en ough  to
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a l low  the re ten t ion  o f  fish .

This was tru ly  a lud ic rous decis ion by the boa rd  th a t  ca te red  
heav i ly  to an in te re s t  g roup 's  p e rs o n a l ag end a . W hy shou ld  we 
be pe rm itted  to  end le s s ly  "p lay" with fish when we a re  being 
den ied the r ight to re ta in th em  un de r  c con se rv a t ion  p u .p o se ?  
No bait tends  to  keep  both a n g le r  e f fo r t  and fish hand ling down 
to  a m in im um , which shou ld  be on e  o f  th e  g o a ls  o f  a 
h o o k -a n d - r e le a s e  sa lm on  f ishe ry .

W ha t is re a l ly  ha rd  to  unde rs tand  is why th e se  changes  we re  
m ad e ?  The re  s e em s  to  be no ind iv idua l, no sp o r t  fish ing g roup , 
no gu ide o rg an iz a t ion , and no Fish and  G am e  rep re sen ta t iv e  
who will ta ke  re spons ib i l i ty  f o r  ch anges  to  the  p lan . All s e em  to 
c la im  th a t  th ey  did no t a u th o r  o r  s u p p o r t  th e  ne , p lan . S o  ju s t
who did?

I f  I  cou ld p a rap h ra se  an o ld say ing , "Success  has m any  
fa th e rs ,  but fa i lu re  is an o rp h an ."  Th is new  p lan is de fin ite ly  a 
bona fide fa i lu re , y e t  s om eh ow  m ad e  its w ay  th rou gh  the 
com m it te e  p roce ss  and was passed  by the  B oa rd  o f  F isheries.

I  h ave  read  in this p ap e r  th a t the  Kena i R iv e r  Spo rt f ish ing  
Association 's execu t ive  d i re c to r ,  B re t t  Hube r , was in s t rum en ta l 
in p rom ot ing  the  stab i l ity  a rg um en t ,  exc lu s ive  catch and 
re le a se ,  and o t h e r  c om pon en ts  o f  th e  p lan . T he re  a re  c la im s 
KRSA was covet ing spec ia l in te res ts  and p rom o t in g  sp o r t  
fish ing fo r  e lit ists , ra th e r  th an  loca ls . P e rh ap s  th is will be a 
good  line o f  quest ion ing  f o r  leg is la to r 's  to  ta ke  du ring the 
upcom ing  con f irm a t ion  hea r ing s  fo r  Huber's a p p o in tm en t  to a 
fish board  sea t .

Then aga in , we m ay  h ave  to wait to  g e t  a copy  o f  th e  board  
m ee ting  t ran sc r ip t to s o r t  th is all ou t .  In  th e  m ean t im e  we 
need to lay the  g rou n dw o rk  to  o v e r tu rn  th is p lan and ge t a 
p lan back th a t is based  on  b io log ica l m an ag em en t  - -  no t the 
S to n e  Age concep t o f  m an ag em en t  by  stab i l ity . S a lm on  re tu rns  
a re  f a r  f rom  s tab le ,  and th e re  m u s t  be f lex ib i li ty  a l low ed  in 
m an ag em en t .

• ' « '• :: 1 •'7 -
: s • ‘ -V * fu** ■ v'*v■ *V.v-jV
j : ■ ■■

Fo r th o se  who do  no t w an t to live with th is N eande r th a l p lan 
f o r  the nex t th re e  y e a rs ,  th e re  is a p ro ce ss  a va i la b le  th rough
the  Boa rd  o f  Fish to  o v e r tu rn  it and  to  m ak e  the  neces sa ry  
changes  to bring it back to b io log y -b a sed  m an ag em en t .

v.f- }. Actua l ly , R ound 1 , th e  petit ion p ro ce s s ,  has a l r e a d y  been
a t tem p ted  by an  a s s o r tm en t  o f  s p o r t  fish ing in te res ts  and by 
th e  A laska O u td o o r  Jou rn a l .  Pe tit ions to  ch ange  the  e a r ly - ru n  
p lan w e re  p re sen ted  a t the  March B oa rd  o f  F isheries hearing 
and w e re  round ly  re je c ted  by the  b oa rd  due  to  lack o f  a 
c on se rva t ion  em e rg en cy .  W ha t  th e se  pe tit ions did accomp lish  
w as to  a le r t  the boa rd  th a t  th e re  w as w ide sp read  
d issa t is fac t ion  with the  e a r ly  king s a lm o n  p lan and  to lay  the 
g roun dw o rk  f o r  Round  2 ,  th e  ag enda  ch ange  p roce ss , n ex t fa ll.

U n d e r  th is p roce ss  the B oa rd  o f  Fish will accep t an  agenda
change  reque s t  on ly :
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f o r  a f ish e ry  con se rv a t ion  pu rp ose  o r  re a s o n ;  

to c o rre c t an e r r o r  in re gu la t io n ;  o r

to c o r re c t an e f fe c t  on a f ish e ry  th a t  was u n fo re s e en  when a 
regu la t ion  was adop ted .

The boa rd  will no t accep t an ag enda  change  re q u e s t  th a t  is 
p red om in an t ly  a l loca t ive  in n a tu re  in the ab sen ce  o f  new 
in fo rm at ion  found  by the  boa rd  to be compe l l ing .

I  be lieve th e re  a re  good  re a s o n s  f o r  the b o a rd  to  accep t an

re a son  f o r  
s e t  the

tab le "  f o r  a rev iew  o f  the p lan th is fa l l is Fish and G am e  Sp o r t  
Fish D ivision D ire c to r K e l ly  Hep le r .

A ppa ren t ly  recogniz ing th e  e x t r em e  d issa t is fac t ion  by this 
c om m un ity  and nea r ly  a l l r iv e r u s e r  g rou p s  with th e  ou tcom e  
o f t h e  e a r ly  Kena i king p lan , Mr. H ep le r has a l r e a d y  instructed 
his s t a f f  " to initiate a se r ie s  o f  public m ee t ings  th is fa l l to 
d iscuss a l te rn a t iv e s  f o r  p rov id ing re a s on ab le  access  to  this 
re sou rce  while p ro tec ting la rg e r  f ish ."  This will be a good  s ta r t  
and fits in well with the ag enda  change  p rocess .

I f  the boa rd  accep ts the  ag enda  change  re que s t  n e x t  fa l l ,  it 
wou ld  then schedu le  a fu l l hea r ing  on the  issue f o r  a m eeting 
som e t im e  in the 2 0 0 2 - 0 3  cycle . The su p p o r t  o f  a ll Kena i R ive r 
u s e r  g roup s  and o rg an iz a t ion s ,  the tou r ism  industry , local 
g o v e rnm en ts  and individual u s e rs  will be needed  ne x t  fa l l to 
bring this abou t .

B ased  on w ha t I am  hearing f r om  th is c om m un ity ,  th e re  shou ld  
be little p rob lem  in g a rne r ing  ov e rw he lm ing  su p p o r t  fo r  an 
e a r ly  rev iew  and revam p ing  o f  this p lan . The fo rm a t io n  o f  a 
new loca l-b a sed  sp o r t sm en 's  o rg an iz a t ion  to  coa le sce  this 
su pp o r t  and  to  b e t te r  re p re s e n t  the in te res ts  o f  th e  Kenai 
R ive r , its re sou rce s  and its u se rs  is s o re ly  needed . This is going 
to take  a lot o f  su pp o r t  and ha rd  w o rk  f r om  r ive r u se rs  and 
com m un ity  m em b e rs ,  but in the w o rd s  o f  JFK, "Let us begin ."

Lo ren Flagg is a re t i red  A laska D ep a r tm e n t  o f  Fish and G am e 
b io log is t who lives on the  Kena i R iv e r  in S o ld o tn a .  He has been 
a sp o r t  fish ing gu ide fo r  the  p a s t 15  y e a rs .

S n ff i 4/19/2002 11:22 AM



Brent G Johnson 26 April 2002
20773 Porcupine Lane 
Clam Gulch, AK 99568 
907-262-4763

Dear Legislator,
I see the Governor has appointed another commercia! fish 

antagonist to the Board of Fish. Why can’t the Governor just let us 
die with dignity? We will be dead and gone shortly and won’t need 
the likes of bad Huber twisting the knife in our wounds.

Already three fourths of the Lower Cook Inlet seiners occupy 
themselves in other fields while only one quarter tries to fish. 
Predictions are that half the Cook Inlet drift fleet won’t be able to 
afford to fish this year. Northern Cook Inlet setnetters are becoming 
as rare as sailboats in February.

Over the past decade men with great talent who live in the 
Cook Inlet watershed have been appointed to the BOF. These have 
included lawyers, guides, and sport fish biologists with several things 
in common: They have sharp minds filled with intricacies of the sport 
fish world. They have oratory skills to lead the lesser sheep. And 
they have a hatred for commercial fishing.

In that decadent time frame, there hasn’t been a Cook Inlet 
commercial fisher on the BOF, period. This is not just taxation 
without representation; it’s the death penalty without representation.

Consequently in this decade management has decayed and 
fish stocks have degraded. In the end it wouldn’t matter. I don’t think 
Cook Inlet commercial fishers could overcome farm fish, the Asian 
economic crises, water turbidity, pollution, poor ocean survival, rising 
costs of fuel and other necessities, and subsistence. So the 
appointment is a moot point for me.

For fairness, it’s a huge point. Honesty ams in the gallows 
for reconsideration.

Brent Johnson______
Brent Johnson
Life-long Clam Gulch setnetter.
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April 26,2002 

Letter to the Editor:

All of you that consider fishing for food to be a9 Alaskan as motherhood and apple pie 
should contact your legislators ASAP. Brett Huber, a current Knowles appointee to the 
Board of Fish, stands to be confirmed by your legislators within the next few days. Mr. 
Huber represents a new philosophy in fish management that promotes catch and release, 
play with your food fisheries, over traditional Alaskan fish for food opportunities. This 
translates into fisheries for elitist “sportsmen” having priority over those who choose to 
harvest for their table.

Please contact your legislators today and insist that they VOTE NO on Brett Huber's 
Board of Fisheries confirmation. Send a POM (Political Opinion Message) today I!

Bill'S ullivan 
Kenai Bill Sullivan 

P.O. Box 943 
Kenai, AK 99611 
(907) 283-4850
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April 23,2002 

Letter to the Editor:

Residents of the Kenai Peninsula, on behalf of tho residents of the State of Alaska need your help In 
stopping the confirmation of Brett Huber of Soldotna to the Alaska Board j f  Fisheries. We, tho residents 
of the Kenai Peninsula, know him and have worked around him and feel strongly that he is not 
appropriate for the Board of Fisheries Wc feel this for the following reasons:

Salmon summit - recently in Kodiak there were over a hundred individuals representing all sectors 
of the salmon industry that came together in a common cause of revitalizing our 9almon 
resources. New thoughts and management practices very well may be in the future if this 
industry is going to recover. Mr. Huber was too busy to attend the salmon summit, even though 
other nominees to the Board of Fisheries were in attendance. If Mr. Huber was concerned about 
the future of the commercial salmon industry he should have attended the salmon summit.

Over six hundred residents of the Kenai Peninsula have personally taken the time to write Senators 
and Representatives asking them not to confirm Mr. Huber. These written comments come from 
the commercial guides, commercial fishermen, processors, business and just everyday Joe 
Fisherman. One hundred fifty two community leaders each paid $10.00 for a full-page ad in our 
local newspaper expressing displeasure with Mr'. Huber and his views of salmon management. 
This group included eleven retired fishery biologists and former Board of Fisheries members.

Fish and Garnc advisory groups in Anchorage and here on the Kenai Peninsula have also opposed 
Mr. Huber and his views of salmon management. Just recently our local native community has 
also publicly opposed the nomination of Mr. Huber to the Board of Fisheries.

In short, Mr. Huber's nomination is a desperate move by twe or three Anchorage politicians to 
promote an anti-commercial fishing agenda. Mr. Huber represents poor salmon management ideas and 
practices that are not in the best Interest of Alaskans or the salmon resources. Your Senators and 
Representatives need to stop the confirmation of this individual to the Board of Fisheries.

For further information on these issues, please refer to www.alaskaoutdooijoumal.com.

Sincerely,
n o n - -  

Roland R. Maw
Kasilof Roland R. Maw

P.O. Box 530 
Kasilof, AK 99610 

(907) 260-9436

Letter sent to following newspapers:

Ketchikan, Petersburg, Haines, Juneau, Cordova, Valdez, Seward, Fairbanks, Nome, 
Anchorage, Kenai, Homer, and Kodiak.

Any questions, please let me know.

http://www.alaskaoutdooijoumal.com


LETTER TO TH E CORDO V A TIM ES RE: BOF AND BRETT HUBER APPOINTM ENT

Dear Editor,

Alaska Salmon Fishery M anagem ent -  a success story that makes one proud to be an Alaskan. 
Scientist, fishery m anagers, and the public from around the world look to Alaska for the model 
o f how to manage salmon populations. The founding fathers o f this Great State showed superior 
wisdom in abandoning the federal government model o f fixed fishing times. They designed a 
unique and wonderful system.

The cornerstone of A laska salmon management is the Area m anagem ent concept that is 
com bined with abundance based management techniques. The prim ary technique is emergency 
order authority that allows local knowledgeable biologists to adjust fishing time and area to meet 
escapem ent and harvest objectives. Local biologist live in the com m unity and hopefully know 
and response to local conditions. They lcam the fisheries and what can and cannot be done in 
the interest o f escapem ent, harvest, safety, social, and econom ic situations. They arc available 
for questions and must answ er to the com m unity for their decisions. Therefore, not only arc they 
decision-makers but they arc accountable decision-makers. Overriding this is the mandate to 
maintain high sustained yields o f salmon.

Unfortunately, the Board o f Fish and the Governor o f the State has abandoned this concept in 
Upper C ook Inlet. This has been a slow process but the last Board o f Fish meeting brought the 
new philosophy to the public attention. This new philosophy is one o f restrictions on the use of 
em ergency order authority, the changing o f traditional sport fisheries, which harvested fish, into 
catch and release fisheries, the abandoning o f sustained yield escapem ent goals for no social or 
econom ic reason, and finally they inhibited local managers from speaking out against these 
policies at their meetings.

These are harsh words and accusations but the direction is real and should be of concern to all 
users o f the salmon resources. In Upper Cook Inlet, resident sport fish anglers have m ounted a 
serious protest to only catch and release Chinook salmon fisheries. Local biologist testified that 
there was no biological reason to go to this extreme measure. The Board indicated they made 
this decision to bring a stable and prcdicablc fishery that benefited out o f state guided anglers.
No more harvest even if the runs arc at recorded levels. No em ergency order authority to adjust 
fishing times and areas. No escapement goal management since no harvest means the total run 
will spawn. For the early run Kenai River Chinook the loss of harvest amounts to 6,000 fish or 
180,000 pounds o f salmon that will not be on sport anglers dinner plates.

In the Upper Cook Inlet com mercial fisheries the Board limited the em ergency order authority of 
local managers to allow no more that 24 hours per week in some weeks and significantly 
restricted fishing time for both drift and set gill nets in all weeks. In abundant years, managers 
have fished 4 times as much to meet escapement objectives. The local m anager told his 
supervisor that it “is im possible to manage for the goals" with these restrictions. The manager 
was inform ed that he could not use the term "im possible” in public. Restricted em ergency order 
authority means abandoning the Alaska management concept.



While the above is serious there is a way to change the direction. Change the Board of Fish 
members and the political structure that created it. Unfortunately, the Governor has appointed 
Brett Huber to the Board of Fish. Mr. Huber was instrumental, as executive director of the Kenai 
River Sport Fishing Association, in getting the Board to past the above restrictions. He rejected 
the escapement goal concept and has stated there should be no upper end to the goals. He 
attacked the commercial fisheries by using misleading and false information on the management 
and biology of Upper Cook Inlet systems.

Therefore, I am urging all Alaskan to write their legislators to ask that Mr. Iluber not be 
confirmed. His philosophy of management is not in the best interest of the State of Alaska. 
In addition, I urge all Alaskan to put pressure on the Alaska Department of Fish and Game to 
return to the model that made this State proud. The other choice is to watch our resources move 
down the same path as Washington, Oregon, and California.

Kenneth E. Tarbox 
Box 3507
Soldotna, Alaska 99669
907-262-7767
tarbox@ptia!aska.nct



Dear Representative Scalzi,

We are salmon drift permit holders here in Cook Inlet, and have been following closely the nomination of Brett 
Huber. Several of we Cook Inlet fisherman have been discussing the confirmation of Mr. Huber. Some of these folks 
are also board people with UCIDA, and we all oppose Mr. Huber from being seated. We oppose his being seated for 
the following reasons.

(1) Brett Huber as the executive director of KRSA has been the main thrust in the elimination of fishing time for the 
commercial fishing fleet, and set nctters. which has been devastating to the commercial drift fishing fleet This 
devastation, along with the poor salmon prices have brought about a near collapse ofthe fishing fleet financially, along 
with tremendous loss in depreciation of permits, vessels, and processing facilities.

(2) Because Brett Huber receives his salary from KRSA, and possibly from the Kenai Classic tournament, he will 
continue to pursue, and support, and reflect the goals of the organizations that pay him. This represents to us a very 
potential issue of conflict of interest, which will place Mr. Huber in a most precarious position as to his voting on 
agendas that include management and allocation issues dealing with Cook Inlet, and Kenai River salmon stocks. We 
have challenged several individuals to respond to the invitation of requesting Mr. Huber reveal his sources of income 
personally, so that the members of the legislature may coasider potential conflict of interest on his behalf. To date, We 
have not heard that Mr. Huber has done so. We arc extending the challenge to you to request Mr Huber to divulge his 
income sources, and the amount of his salary, so that this conflict of interest issue may be exposed to all of the 
legislators.

Mr. Huber may indicate that he can simply not participate in voting on these issues. This would blatantly be unfair to 
the people ofthe Kenai Peninsula and issues associated with Cook Inlet Salmon stocks and Kenai River management 
strategies, as it seems to me that if a board member is so handicapped because of the conflict of interest problems, that 
he should be replaced with a more neutral nomination.

(3) Mr. Huber lacks experience in fish management training, and conservation. He has consistently expressed and 
pursued the goals of KRSA and Kenai River Guide Associations to increase escapement for the benefit of sports 
fisherman on the Kenai and Kasilof Rivers, contrary to the scientific biological research recently completed on the 
carrying capacity of the Skilak Lake system of sockeye salmon. If you are not familiar with this department survey, 
you may contact the Soldotna ADF&G department for a copy. The Skilak Lack system produces approximately 70% of 
the total Kenai River sockeye salmon. Over-escapement of sockeye salmon and the over-grazing of the over-abundant 
sockeye fry in the Skilak Lake system resulted in a 58% mortality of salmon try in this system from Sept 2000 to April 
2001. As the executive director of KRSA, Brett Huber did not exhibit any concern over the over escapement issue of the 
sockeye in the Kenai River System.

(4) Brett Huber has shown little if any consideration for the sportfishing people of the Kenai Penninsula, and their 
traditional consumptive use of the resources of King Salmon. As the executive director of KRSA, he encouraged and 
participated in the last two unpopular decisions of the Homer Winter King Fishery, and the Winter King Fishery of the 
Kodiak Archipelago. He also spear headed the catch and release decision put out by the BOF on the early run of king 
salmon on the Kenai River. He did this while being a salaried representative of KRSA, and the coalition of commercial 
sport fishing guides of the Kenai River.

(5) If Mr. Huber has been and is salaried with funds from the Kenai Classic Tournament, which funds were donated 
by the public for the use of habitat and environment projects, and these funds were diverted to pay Mr. Huber's office 
costs and salary, does this not represent unethical conduct on the part of Mr. Huber? How will those individuals that 
donated funds for environment and habitat improvement feel, when they realize that their contributions were channeled 
to Mr. Huber to support himself, and his effort in lobbying the BOF and securing these very unpopular decisions which 
were the agenda of KRSA, and the Kenai River Guide association? If this condition exists, should it not be exposed 
before Mr. Huber is confirmed?

In conclusion, We have not expressed any new issues that you are not already familiar with. The commercial salmon 
fisherman of Cook Inlet have supported you as our Representative, and have voted for you and worked for you. We 
know these allocation issues are very complex, and emotional. We also, as a commercial salmon fishing industry, are 
now in such a perilous financial condition, that we are putting forth out last stand to try and protect our way of life, and 
our investments in our permits and equipment. It is our understanding, that you have publicly proclaimed that you 
will not support the nomination of Brett Huber, and the legislature confirmation of him. We support you in your 
effort. We just simply do not wnnt Brett Huber confirmed. Thankyou, Alan DeGraffenried dcgraff@xvz.net 
Don Bunker bunkcr@xvz.nct
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