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Alaska Youth and ParentFoundation

Challenge House
9320 Roy Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99508
Shelter phone: 243-6342
Shelter Fax: 248-6902

WARNING: The information contained in this facsimile message is legally privileged
and confidential information intended only for the use ofthe individual or entity named
below. Ifthe reader of this message is nor the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution, or copy of this fax is strictly prohibited. 1fyou have
received this fax in error please immediately notify us by telephone and return the

original message to us at the address above via the U.S. Mail.
Thank You.

Deliver To: LIO office

Date: April 23.2002

Fax: 269-0229

RE: House Bill 182

From: Tamara Keech

Total pan(;es sent 2 .(including cover page). Ifall pages are not received, please call

sender at (907) 243-6342.

Message: jg)
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412212002
To:
Subject: HB 182
From: Michael & Tamara Keech

7715 Port Orford Drive
Anchorage/ AK 99507

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is in reference to HB 182 and it's probable impact on the foster
care system.

The bill, also known as the “pro-rata" bill, tells the administration to
pro-rata the monthly payment to foster parents when funds run low, which
means the payment would” be adjusted to fit the amount of money the Department

IS budgeted.

When foster care fundinct; runs low now, the administration is allowed to ask
for more funding through the Supplemental Budget process. SB 182 states no
Supplemental funding would be available for foster care.

Living within the budget is ojc when the number of children heeding that
care does not exceed thé annual budget. In some years, more childrén needed
protection through placement in fosfer care than the budget allowed.

If SB 182 passes, then in future years when foster care budget runs low,
future administrations would have to reduce the monthly payment to foster
parents. There would be no other option. Legally, the division could not
accept fewer chi?dren in need in order to balance” the budget.

The average monthly payment to foster parents is $22.34. Foster parents
are not interested in makln? money while prowdlngz foster care, .but they
surely can’t supplement foster children to the detriment of their own!
Secondly, managing a household within financial limits is vital, and without

confidence that the rates would not vary, many foster families would _
discontinue caring for these children in need. After the first occurrenci of
reductions, | believe the already frustrated foster families, who are
unaccustomed to dealing with the” government, bureaucracy would say the heck
with 1t and bring_the thildren back to DFYS! Then the only altefnative would
be to 8Iace_ them”in residential group home settlnqs at a rate of well over
$100.00_ daily. Common sense sholld prevail here Tadies and gentlemen. Sheer
economics, coupled with the proven success of home environments in lieu of
shelters, dictates the discontinua’  of this bill

Sincerely,

Michael & Tamara Keech
Foster Parents



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR
State ol Alaska

GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL ON DISABILITIEjJAND SPECIAL EDUCATION
P.0. Box 240249  Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0249  Phone: 907-269-8990 < Fax: 907-269-8995

April 23, 2002

Members of the House Health, Education, and Social Services Committee:

The Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education writes this letter in
opposition to Senate Bill 182. This bill attacks people with developmental disabilities by
reducing the benefits they receive whenever the Legislature under funds a state “benefit
program™. Itis very difficult for people with disabilities, dependant on state benefits, to
live off a budget that fluctuates one month to the next. People with disabilities depend on

the following programs.

« Adult Public Assistance (APA): Almost 15,000 disabled and elderly people who
are currently able to live on their own because they receive Adult Public
Assistance could be forced into more expensive institutional care, or even
homelessness, if their benefits erode under pro rata shortfall scenarios. APA is
chronically under funded: state spending on APA has exceeded the Legislature’s
appropriation in 11 ofthe last 13 years, and the program is currently under funded
for FY02.

« Medicaid, Chronic Acute Mcdicai Assistance, and General Relief Assistance:
Destabilizing the benefits of these programs would affect thousands of Alaskans

who are now beneficiaries of these programs.

Benefit programs provide a safety net that is available to every Alaskan to meet basic
needs, work toward self-sufficiency, and continue to live with dignity in our
communities. Compensating for a budget shortfall on a pro rata basis, rather than
through supplemental funding, could tremendously destabilize the lives of people
who receive support through benefit programs

The Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education strongly requests that
you will consider the effects that SB182 will have on people with disabilities as well
as other Alaskans who depend on “benefit programs” to maintain basic standards of
living, self-sufficiency, and dignity while living in our communities.

Creating Change That Improves The Lives Of People With Disabilities
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Arctic Alliance for People remains unequivocally opposed to SB182, the pro-raln benefit
reduction bill. This ISNOT the way to balance our budget. By compensating for budget
shortfalls on a ﬁro rata basis rather than by supplemental funding, %/ou would allow the
legislature to shift the budget balancing burden onto the backs ofthe most vulnerable Alaskans -
the poor, the elderlﬁ, the disabled, Forexample, the potential reduction of benefits possible with
the passage of this bill would undermine our ability to recruit and retain foster homes, would
create) unnecessary hardships for the elderly and disabled, and might actually force more people
onto wellare. The clients of Arctic Alliance agencies have been speaking out against this
legislation since it was first introduced in 1999 as TIB 161. Last year during a public
demonstration against SB 182, disabled and elderly citizens spoke painfully and poignantly of the
limitations of their incomes and tho very real consequences that this bill could have on their
ability to meet their most basic of needs. Please acknowledge them now and do not promote this
piece of legislation.

As yon deni witli the budget challenges of the stale during this legislative season, | applaud the
Llousp lor continuing to look for ways to enhance rovenuo - a strategy that will ultimately
sirungthen our slate -not weaken us by undermining our ability to care for our neediest citizens.
The health ofany society is determined by its ability to take care of those unable to care for
themselves, Please recognize this bill for the unhealthy piece of legislation that it is.
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TESTIMONY REGARDING SB 182
PRESENTED 04-23-2002
LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
ANCHORAGE

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Health Education and Social Services
Committee,

Good afternoon. My name is Anthony Lombardo and I represent
Covenant House Alaska. Covenant House is a privately funded,
non profit agency which cares for homeless and at risk youth .
Today, Iam here to offer you our view on SB 182.

In addition to our emergency shelter, we having a program in
Anchorage, called Passage House, which helps teen moms
transition off public assistance and into self sufficiency. | speak to

you today on their behalf.

Most Passage House moms come to us barely surviving on ATAP
and WIC. We help stabilize their lives, find affordable day care,
learn life skills like money management, find ajob and over the
course of about 18 months, transition off of public assistance.
They come to us because they know that they are barely making it
and often fear that one false step will result in life on the street and
possibly loss of their child to the state’s protective custody.

The uncertainty this bill would create in the meager budgets of
young moms like those at Passage House is too great. Those teen
moms who could otherwise come to us for help might lose their
children to state services before they ever get to Passage House.
We need less babies in state custody, not more. We need more
programs transitioning poor moms and babies into self sufficiency



and off public assistance, but these moms do not need any more
financial crisis or uncertainty.

In addition, if this bill passes, foster parents would not necessarily
know from month to month how much income to factor into their
budget. The added difficulties could discourage foster parents from
participating in the program. We already have a shortage of foster
care homes in this state. I1fwe train wreck the fragile homes
maintained by moms like those at Passage House, the state will
need somewhere to place those children.

In short, Covenant House is opposed to the apparent intent of this

bill. 1t would be unreasonable to introduce additional uncertainty
into the health, safety and welfare of our poorest families.

Thank you.
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Subject: SB 182
Date: Thu, 25 Apr 2002 14:09:51 -0800
From: Mark Andrews <markandchery]@ak.net>
To: Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Fred_Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Peggy Wilson@ legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Gary_Stevens@ legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us

| urge you to defeat SB 182. It is poorly conceived and can do
Immeasurable damage. Foster care is desperately needed, and reducing
the st ends will ‘make it even harder to find. ~Adult public assistance
Is paid to folks who are not able to work & support themselves. This

|s very poor public policy.
mcerelél

Cheryl ee ers

Falrbanks AK99707

4/30/2002 4:24 PM
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Subject: SB 182
Date: Mon, 22 Apr 2002 17:51:33 -0800
From: "Mary lderan" <awrc@ak.net>
To: <Representative_Fred _Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Dyson:

I am writing to you in a different role from AWRC Executive Director. | am also Chairperson ror the Anchorage Women's
Commission. We arc writing to communicate to you grave concerns over SB 182 which is to be heard in your committee on

April 23rd.

Anchorage residents who receive benefits through the programs affected by SB 182 arc, typically, women with low or fixed
incomes. The benefits that come to them arc a crucial part of a tight and carefully crafted budget, the purpose of which is either
to help them move heyond the need for temporary assistance or to help them to live independently of institutional care. To pro
rate these benefits is to de-stabilizc the lives and plans for independence that these Alaskans have worked hard to build.
Without this assist toward independence, these individuals arc likely to need even greater levels of help at greater cost to our

state and communities.

The Anchorage Women's Commission strongly urges that this bill not become a part of the FY 2003 state budget. We
understand that legislator's responsibilities in the funding process are complex and difficult, and that many Alaskans arc
contacting you to convey their feelings on budget issues. The Anchorage Women's Commission strongly urges that SB 182 not

hecome a part of the FY03 state budget.

Mary Ideran, Chair
Anchorage Women's Commission

413012002 424 PM
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Adnskct Jitate legislature

SENATOR While ~ Jiim\in
PETER KELLY State Capitol
Mailing Address: Juneau, Alaska
119 N. Cushman, Suite 201 99801-1182
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 (907) 465-2327
Senator_Pete Kelly@legis.state.ak.us
(907) 456- 8161 Senate District P
MEMORANDUM
To: Representative Fred Dyson, Chair
House HESS Committee
From: Senator Pete Kelly, Co-Chai
Senate Finance Committee
Date: April 18,2002
RE: Hearing Request for SB 295

“An Act relating to the disclosure of information regarding delinquent
minors to certain licensing agencies; and providing for an effective date.

Please accept this memorandum as a request to schedule SB 295 for a hearing in the
House HESS Committee at your earliest convenience.

| have enclosed the following back-up information for your review and inclusion in bill

packets:

« SB 295

« Sponsor Statement
 Fiscal Note

If you have any questions please coniact Wendy in my office at extension 4747. Thank
you for your consideration of this request.

http:/Amww.akrepublicans.org/KullyP.html
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Alaska State Legislature

Session: Interim:
State Capitol 119 N. Cushman
Juneau, AK 99801 Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: (907) 465-2327 Phone: (907) 456-8161

Fax; (907) 456-8163

Fax: (907) 465-5241

Senator Pete Kelly
District P

SB295 Sponsor Statement

“An Act relating to the disclosure of information regardin? delinquent minors to certain
licensing agencies; and providing for an effective date.”

Both State and Federal laws currently require all child and adult care licensing authorities to
review criminal histories ofevery individual, aged 16 and older, who is seeking either a care
license, employment with a care provider, orresiding in the home ofa care provider seeking

licensure.

Criminal history inform ation for persons under 18 is notaccessible through the Alaska Public
Safety Information Network, butis available through the Division ofJuvenile Justice (D1JJ).
Yetdue to the language in the current statute, the division may release certain inform ation for
specific situations to only a few ofthe licensing agencies. The fact thatan applicantmay have a
son living in the home who is aconvicted child molestercould be kept from a licensing agency
because ofthe limitations on the division’'s authority torelease thatinform ation.

This bill will give the DepartmentofHealth and Social Services clearauthority to provide all
child and adult care licensing agencies access to appropriate delinqguency information. This w ill
help facilitate the licensing ofsuitable individuals as well as help ensure quality ofcare and
safety concerns are metforevery clientreceiving services in acare facility orprogram.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bl Version: SB 295
() Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 2/21/2002 3:24 pm Dept. Affected; Health & Social Services
Title: DISCLOSURE OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY INFORMATION TO 'BRU: Juvenile Justice

LICENSING'AGENCIES Component: Probation Services
Sponsor: KELLY
Requestor:  SENATE(HES) Component Number: 2134

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 0 ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-do not abbrevia' )
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate ot any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)
While our administrative staff may have to compile information and transmit it to DEED, Senior Services,
etc., we do not anticipate a significant fiscal impact with the p~sage of this bill.

Prepared by:  Susan M. Taylor, Administrative Manager Phone 465-2212
Division Juvenile Justice Date/Time 02/21/2002
Approved by:  ElmerA. Lindstrom, Deputy Commissioner Date 02/23/2002
Agency Department of Health & Social Services

For distribution informetion, call the Governor's Legislative Cffice
Page 1 of 1

(Rov 2/7/2001 OMB)
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gleﬂsrerredmmrmittee: April 18,2002 FURTHER REFERRALS: Jldiciary
Date of Committee Action:

The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: SB 295
SENATE BILL NO. 295 LICENSING:DISCLOSURE OF MINORS RECORDS

"An Act relating to the disclosure of information regarding delinquent minors to certain licensing agencies; and
providing for an effective date."
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman
Health, Education and Social Services Committee

FROM: Senator Gary Wilken

DATE: April 18, 2002

RE: Senate Bill 302 - Mental Health Professionals

| respectfully request that Senate Bill 302, Mental Health Professionals, be
scheduled for a hearing before the House Health, Education, and Social Services

Committee.

Senate Bill 302 recognizes the growth in the clinical mental health profession and
broadens the definition to include all qualified mental health exports. A more
inclusive mental health professional definition increases the capacity of Alaska's
mental health system to protect our youth and adults who are experiencing acute

psychiatric crisis in our communities.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in scheduling a hearing.

Home of the
liniviTsity of Alaska



Gary wilken
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Sponsor Statement
CS for SB 302 (JUD) - Mental Health Professional Definition

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 302 (JUD) recognizes the growth in the
clinical menta' health profession and broadens the "mental health professional"
definition to include (') a licensed clinical social worker, (2) a licensed marital
and family therapist, and (3) a licensed professional counselor. The current Title
47 definition was written in 1981 prior to the passage of Alaska's licensing
requirements governing these master level mental health clinicians.

A more inclusive mental health professional definition increases the capacity of
the Alaska's mental health system to protect our youth and adults who are
experiencing acute psychiatric crisis in our communities. Today, not enough
mental health professionals are authorized under the current definition to
respond to some critical public safety situations, particularly in rural Alaska.
And yet there are hundreds of licensed professionals who are qualified to aid
these Maskans, but cannot, as they do not fall within the current statutory
definition. Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 302 (JUD) recognizes this
problem and updates the Title 47 definition.

The expanded "mental health professional” definition, as stated in Committee
Substitute for Senate Bill 302 (JUD), increases the number of trained professionals

who will be:

« Allowed to provide mental health treatment for prisoners

« Authorized to evaluate children and minors in custody to
determine placement in residential treatment centers

« Required to report incidents of harm to vulnerable adults

« Allowed to conduct civil commitment evaluations

Lrespectfully requestyour consideration and support for Senate Bill 302.

“Homeof llie.
University ol Alisk:i




FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Numper: 1
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bl Version: SB 302
(‘s )Publish Date:  a/6/02
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services
Title: DEFINITION OF MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL 'BRU: Communily Mental Heallh Grants
Component: Sves/Chronically Mentally 1i
Sponsor: WILKEN
Requestor:  SENATE(HES) Component Number: 800
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004  FY 2005  FY 2006  FY 2007  FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE INREVENUES ( 0 ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-do not abbreviate)
TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check this box (X) Iffunding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

SB 302 changes the definition of Mental Health Professional (MHP) by adding the licensed disciplines of
clinical social worker, marital and family therapist and professional counselor, and allowing experienced
unlicensed master's level mental health graduates who are seeking licensure and are supervised by a
licensed MHP, to do the work of a MHP. The bill increases access to mental health services to several
different consumer populations by increasing the pool of prospective employees in a time of shortage. It
also encourages licensure of experienced individuals which increases the quality and accountability of

the professions serving vulnerable Alaskans.

No cost is identified with these changes.

Prepared by:  Sarah Brinkley. Administrative Manager Phone 465-3167
Division Mental Health & DP Date/Time 02/27/2602
Approved by:  Elmer A. Lindstrom, Deputy Commissioner Date 02/28/2002
Agency Department of Health & Social Services

For distribution inforetion, call the Govemor's Legislative Office 1 o3

(Rev 2/7/2001 OMB)



Comparison

Requirement

Education

No Improper
Conductor
investigations in
other states

Post Graduate
Supervised
Experience

Exam Required;;

Professional
References

Practice Definitions

Individual

Current Definition

Psychologist

Ph.D. from program
approved by Board

Not engaged in
dishonorable conduct

1year
Yes

5 required by
regulation

Diagnosis
Treatment
Emotional/Mental
Disorders

group

Chartfor M ental Health Disciplines covered

under SB 302

Added by Senate Bill 302

' v-T,
Psych. Assoc.

"l

iUFT Lpc
MA from a Regional

Accrediting agency (Specifies

course work)

csw
MA from a National or Regional
Accrediting Agency (60 total
graduate hours)

MA from program approved
by the Board

MA from program
approved by the Board

Not under investigation in this or
anotherjurisdiction, & has not
had any license suspended or

revoked

Has not engaged in conduct
that is grounds for
disciplinary sanctions

Not engaged in

dishonorable conduct Of good moral character
m -:P &
1500 clinical contact hours,
100 hours of individual

supervision, 100 hours of

3000 hours of clinical contact,
1000 hours of face to face
counseling, 100 hrs face to face

2years 2 years or 3000 nours group supervision supervision
A
Yes Yes Yes Yes
1verification of supervised 2 references and 1 verification of
2 required by regulation } 3 experience & fitness employment for 2 years
Dependent on Diagnosis Diagnosis Diagnosis
experience Treatment Treatment Treatment
Mental & Emotional Mental & Emotional
and training Disorders Disorders Mental & Emotional Disorders

Individuals, families,
groups, communities

Individual, group, and

Individuals, families, groups organizations

Fordetails please see Statutory Definitions of Alaska's Mental Health Disciplines document

Prepared by DHSS -based on current law




SB302--Changing the Definition of Mental Health Professional

How the Initial Civil Commitment Evaluation for Ex Parte Works

When a person experiencing a mental health crisis needs an evaluation for possible
admittance to a mental health hospital, a “mental health professional” (MHP) is called in
to conduct an evaluation. The goal of the evaluation is to determine if the person has a
mental illness, and as a result, is suicidal, homicidal or “gravely disabled”. If the MHP
determines that the person fits these criteria, and the indivic.ual refuses voluntary
hospitalization, a call is placed to a consulting psychiatrist or physician. If the consulting
psychiatrist or physician concurs with the evaluation that the person is at dire risk, the
MHP contacts a judge, who hearing the results of the evaluation makes the decision
whether or not to involuntarily commit the individual to a 72-hour hold. While
hospitalized, a psychiatrist examines the person. If there continues to be sufficient risk of
harm, there is a court hearing for extended commitment. At anytime during this process if
the person no longer meets commitment criteria, they are released.

Current Definition
The current definition included every discipline of mental health practition ~at the time:

licensed psychiatrist or physician,

licensed clinical psychologist or licensed psychological,

registered nurse with a master’s degree in psychiatric nursing,

or any kind of social worker with a master’s degree and experience.

Since the statute was written in 1981, the nation and Alaska have been licensing Clinical
Social Workers (LCSW), Licensed Marital and Family Therapists (LMFT) and Licensed

Professional Counselors (LPC).

To do an ex parte eval you must work in a hospital or State funded mental health center.
Across the state, there are approximately 140 mental health clinicians doing emergency
services evaluations. In reality, only half ofthese clinicians fit the current definition.

Under current statute there is a legal precedent for having unlicensed, social workers with
experience do evaluations. SB302 would include master’s level clinicians who are
experienced, but also supervised and working toward licensure.

« LMFTs, LPCs and LCSWs are clinically qualified to serve these needs.

Including all licensed mental health disciplines and requiring that unlicensed
clinicians hold a master’s degree, be experienced, supervised and working toward
licensure, enlarges the pool of MFIPs who must meet legislatively mandated standards
of education, experience and professionalism to qualify for one of the 140 present
emergency services positions. People who do not hold one of these jobs cannot do
civil commitment evaluations. Ajudge makes the decision about commitment.

Provided by the Department of Health and Social Services
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Initial Civil Commitment for Ex Parte

Person experiences a mental health crisis and needs an evaluation for possible admittance
to a mental health hospital.

A "mental health professional” is called in to conduct an ex parte evaluation.

The evaluator must work in a hospital (a doctor or psychiatrist) or be employed at a state-
funded community mental health center.

The evaluation is to determine if the person has a mental illness and, as a result, is suicidal,
homicidal or "gravely disabled", each of these criteria require there to be an indication of
real, imminent risk. Examples of "grave disability" are an individual who stops eating and
Is near starvation because they hear voices that say someone has poisoned the food, or they
are so delusional that they are at risk of freezing to death because they have no awareness

of their bodies needs for survival.

If the mental health professional determines the person fits this criteria and the individual
refuses voluntary hospitalization, a call is placed to a consulting psychiatrist or physician.

If the consulting psycniatrist or physician concurs that the person is at risk, the mental
health professional contacts ajudge.

Upon hearing the results of the evaluation, tire judge makes the decision as to whether or
not there is sufficient criteria to initiate an ex parte hold of the individual for up to 72-hours

for purposes of obtaining a full psychiatric evaluation done by a psychiatrist.

If there continues to be sufficient risk of harm, a court hearing is held to determine the
appropriateness for a civil commitment.

Anytime throughout this process if the person no longer meets the commitment criteria,
the individual is released from the hospital.

Mental Health Professional

Current Definition SB 302 New Definition

Licensed Psychiatrist 1. Licensed Psychiatrist

Licensed Physician 2. Licensed Physician

Licensed Clinical Psychologist 3. Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Licensed Psychological Associate 4. Licensed Psychological Associate

Registered Nurse with a Master's 5. Registered Nurse with a Master's
Degree in Psychiatric Nursin Degree in Psychiatric Nursing

Any Type of Social Worker with a 6. Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Master's Degree and Experience 7. Licensed Marital and Family Therapist

8. Licensed Professional Counselors

9. Master-level clinician, with experience,
under supervision and seeking licensure

Provided by the Department of Health and Social Services



March 14, 2002

Senator Gary Wilken

Room 514
Alaska Senate Office Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: SB 302

Dear Senator Wilken:

| wish to strongly recommend the inclusion of Licensed Professional Counselors
(LPC) in the definition of “mental health professional” as discussed in SB 302,

Licensed Professional Counselors in the State of Alaska are required to have a
minimum of a Master’s Degree in counseling, have completed a certain number
of supervised hours as a counselor and pass a nationally recognized exam.
Additionally, Licensed Professional Counselors are required to annually complete
professional development courses to maintain license currency in the State of

Alaska.

Our national organization, the American Counseling Association, defines
Professional Counselors as: “An employee of or independent contractor for an
institution ... whose official responsibilities include counseling to the members of
the institution’s community and who is functioning within the scope of his/her

license or certification...”

Licensed Professional Counselors in the State of Alaska currently meet standards
similar to all of the other professions included in SB 302; they also provide

similar professional health care services.

Thank You,
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Them

The Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority

March 1,2002

The Honorable Gary Wilken
Alaska Sens+e

State Capitol, Room 514
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilken:

| am writing to you to thank you for your sponsorship of SB302, the bill to change the
definition of mental health professionals (MHP). The Trust supports updating the
definition to include all the licensed mental health professions and experienced
practitioners seeking licensure. The proposed definition increases access to vital, often
lifesaving services for the beneficiaries ofthe Trust In recent years we have been privy
to many anecdotal reports of beneficiaries suffering hardships and indignities due to the
lack of services in rural and urban locations. Service providers speak to the difficulties of
meeting the current MHP definition requirements for hiring staff.

The Trust is actively supportive of addressing the recruitment and retention issues that
impact Alaska’s health care professions and providers that save the needs of Alaska’s
youth and adults who are experiencing acute psychiatric crisis in our communities, who
protect and safegfuard vulnerable adults from harm, and who treat mentally ill adults in
correctional facilities. We understand that this definition change increases the pool from
which professionals can be hired by over 40% of licensed practitioners, and significantly

more who are currently working toward licensure.

Executive Director

Cor Board of Trustess

SI0OWest Seventh Avenue, Suite 1820 = Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Telephone: (907) 269-7960 + Fax:(907)269-7966



ALASKA MENTAL HEALTH BOARD

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR 431 N. Franklin, Suite 200

STATE OF ALASKA Juneau, Alaska 99801
Office: (907) 465-3071

Fax: (907) 465-3079

February 28, 2002

The Honorable Gary Wilken
Alaska Senate

State Capitol, Room 514
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilken:

The Alaska Mental Health Board (AMFIB) wishes to convey to you its position on SB
302. As the entity tasked by state law with planning, evaluation, and advocacy for public
mental health services in Alaska, the AMHB works regularly and closely with a wide
range ot stakeholders in that system. The Board considered ‘he issues prompting the bill
and agrees with the Department of Health and Social Services that the time is ripe to
update the statutoiy definition of a mental health professional, fhe benefits of increasing
the pool of licensed professionals that meet professional standards are clear. Civil
commitment based on mental health issues is a serious matter. The State’s responsibility
to ensure that the professionals that perform the evaluations that initiate the commitment
process are qualified to do so seems clear to us. The current situation under which
evaluations in many cases must be conducted by providers that cannot be licensed
because they are not defined as mental health professionals should be rectified.

The AMHB appreciates your willingness to sponsor this needed legislation. Please let us
know if we can assist as the bill makes its way through the Legislature. Thank you for

this opportunity to comment.
Respectfully,
IS/ Richard Rainery

Richard Rainery
Executive Director



SB302

Subject: SB 302
Date: Sun, 24 Feb 2002 08:16:22 -0800 (PST)

From: Sally Donaldson <sallyannbd@yahoo.com>
To: Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us

Senator Wilkin,

Please support SB302, as it includes licensed
professionsl counselors, marital and family thera
and clinical social workers under the term” "menta

health professional”.

This bill will enable qualified, Iicensed_profes?ional

mental health care providers, especially in rura
Alaska, to care more inclusively for those who need

Services.
Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

i)ists

Sincerely,
Sally Donaldson, LPC, School Counselor

Juneau

Do You Yahoo!? _
Yahoo! Sports - Coverage of the 2002 Olympic Games

http://sports.yahoo.com


mailto:sallyannbd@yahoo.com
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us
http://sports.yahoo.com

Please support SB302

Subject: Please support SB302
Date: Tue, 19 Feb 2002 23:27:58 EST

From: CathrynMFS@aol.com
To: Senator_Gary_Wilken@ legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Wilken:
SB302 will

T am a licensed professional counselor working in Anchorage.
provide Alaskans with better, more accessible mental healf care b
reform civi

authorizing professionals with the proper training to pr .
commitments and other necessary services. It also provides accountability to
functions are carried out in an ethical and

the public that these critical
?reat_need

pu .
effective manner.  Rural areas in particular are in _of
d these services are currently being limited by

professional services an
outdated legislation. Please support Alaskans by supporting SB302 and

working for~its speedy passage.

Thank you,

Cathryn Simon

12320" Tracy Rd., Apt. A
Anchorage, " AK 99516


mailto:CathrynMFS@aol.com
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us

SB 302

Subject: SB 302
Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 14:31:11 -0900
From: "Judith Anrie Morotti" <jmorotti@ northstar.kl2.ak.us>

To: Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Wilken, o
| write to urge you to support SB 302. It is important to

have : .
licensed professional counselors available for all

Alaskans. " This bill Prowdes
hose in rural ares access to mental

Alaskans, especially

health care. . _
Thank you, Judith Morotti, M.Ed.


mailto:jmorotti@northstar.kl2.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us

SB302

Subject: SB302
Date: Thu, 21 Feb 2002 15:03:14 -0900

From: Jim Lorence <jlorence@ crsd.k12.ak.us>
To: Senator_Gary Wilken@ legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Wilken: | support SB302 because | see that it \_/viII_pr(t)r\]/ide
in the

more access to mental health services in rural Alaska. L|vgn(t1
Copper River area, it is often difficult for people to 8et Into gl_aces
like Matsu or Anchorage to obtain the services they need, This bill, by
recognizing all clinical mental health disciplines”as bem? valid for.
carrying out important services, will make it much easier Tor people in
our area to access the mental health services they need.

Sincerely,
Jim Lorence, Guidance Counselor, Copper River School District


mailto:jlorence@crsd.kl2.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us

SB 302/ Please Support

Subject: SB 302 / Please Support
Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 09:50:59 -0900
From: "Shawn Marsh" <shawn_t _marsh@hotmail.com>
To: Senator_Gary_Wilken@leg.: vstate.ak.us

Senator V, ilken,

| am writing today to respectfully encourage you to support SB 302. This bill advocates a change in the
definition of "mental health professional” to include a variety of wen tjiialified occupational groups in
Alaska. As a lifelong Alaskan and National Certified Counselor (NCC), I believe this change is clearly
in the best interest of consumers (e.g. provides improved access to qualified professionals) and clinicians

(e.g. increased accountability).

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Shawn Marsh, M.Ed.
National Certified Counselor
Menial Health Clinician
Fairbanks, Alaska
(907)488-8230

Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: Click Here


mailto:_marsh@hotmail.com

SB302

Subject: SB302
Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 22:13:42 -0900

From: "Kelly Seman" <kellyseman@hotmail.coin>
To: Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.sta;e.ak.us

Dear Senator Wilkens -

I would like to express my support for SB302 which will broaden the definition of a "Mental Health
Professional” in the state of Alaska. | am currently a Licensed Professional Counselor in both the state
of Montana and Alaska. While living in Montana | worked for community mental health and was
considered a mental health professional. | conducted evaluations for involuntary committments and
provided crisis services. When I moved to the state of Alaska two years ago | was surprised to learn that
the LPC was not well recognized and my skills could not be utilized because of this. | believe many
jobs have remained unfilled because of the narrow definition of "Mental Health Professional”, especially
in rural areas. 1 hope you will consider supporting this bill. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Kelly Seman-Ewalt, LPC #318

Get your FREE download of MSN Explorer at http://explorer.msn.com.


http://explorer.msn.com

Susitna Family Services

~ Vivian C. Finlay, M.Ed.
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

Clinical Member: The American Association
For Marriage & Family Therapy
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The original statutory definition for “mental health professional” (MHP) was written into
Title 47, when psychiatrists, physicians, psychologists, master’s level psychologists
(psychological associates) and psychiatric nurses were the only licensed mental health
professions. At that time, master’s level social workers were not licensed, but were
acknowledged under the definition and allowed to do civ.l commitment evaluations if
they had “substantial experience”. Since then, the clinical mental health field has
expanded to license social workers, marital and family therapists (MPT), and professional

counselors (LPC).

In addition to the use of the mental health professional definition for persons evaluating
adults in acute psychiatric crisis and facing mental health commitment, the definition also
applies to those working with incarcerated adults with mental illnesses, youth in the
custody of the Divisions of Family and Youth Services or Juvenile Justice, and with

vulnerable adults in a variety of health care settings.

Licensing these professional mental health clinicians is critical to the public safety, and to
hold accountable people working with vulnerable populations. Today, there are not
enough people within the current definition ofa mental health professional licensed to do
this work. At the same time, there are hundreds of licensed professionals who do not fall

within the current definition and cannot do the work.

This bill changes the definition of MHP to acknowledge the licensing of clinical social
workers (LCSW), MFTs and LPCs, and makes provisions for those working toward
licensure. By including experienced master’s level clinicians working toward licensure,
the bill also increases the capacity of our mental health system to protect Alaska’s youth
and adults who are experiencing acute psychiatric crisis in our communities, to protect
and safeguard vulnerable adults from harm, and to treat mentally ill adults who are

incarcerated.

Changing the definition of MHP would increase the number of trained professionals
working in the field who are:

[ required to report incidents of harm to vulnerable adults;

1 allowed to provide mental health treatment to prisoners;

[ authorized to evaluate children and minors in custody for appropriateness to
be placed in secure residential treatment centers;

1 eligible to work in one of the 140 jobs at community mental health centers
where emergency evaluations are done on individuals experiencing a crisis, to
determine suicidality, homocidality and grave disability in preparation for a
judge’s decision on appropriateness for mental health civil commitment to a

hospital in Fairbanks, Anchorage or Juneau.



Sponsor SB3U2

Subject: Sponsor SB302
Date: Mon, 25 Feb 2002 08:35:28 -0900

From: "Lynn Patema" <lypatema@acsalaska.net>
To: <Senator_Gary_Wilken@ legis.state.ak.us>

February 23, 2002

Dear Senator Wilken:

Please sponsor SB302. I strongly support his bill, because the original statutory definition for “mental
health professional” (MHP) was written into Title 47, when psychiatrists, physicians, psychologists,
master’s level psychologists (psychological associates) and psychiatric nurses were the only licensed
mental health professions. At that time, master’s level social workers were not licensed, but were
acknowledged under the definition and allowed to do civil commitment evaluations if they had
“substantial experience”. Since then, the clinical mental health field has expanded to license social

workers, marital and family therapists (MFT), and professional counselors (LPC).

In addition to the use of the mental health professional definition for persons evaluating adults in acute
psychiatric crisis and facing mental health commitment, the definition also applies to those working with
incarcerated adults with mental illnesses, youth in the custody of the Divisions of Family and Youth
Services or Juvenile Justice, and with vulnerable adults in a variety of health care settings.

Licensing these professional mental health clinicians is critical to the public safety, and to hold
accountable people working with vulnerable populations. Today, there are not enough people within the
current definition of a mental health professional licensed to do this work. At the same time, there are
hundreds of licensed professionals who do not fall within the current definition and cannot do the work.

This bill changes the definition of MHP to acknowledge the licensing of clinical social workers

(LCSW), MFTs and LPCs, and makes provisions for those working toward licensure. By including
experienced master’s level clinicians working toward licensure, the bill also increases the capacity of our
mental health system to protect Alaska’s youth and adults who are experiencing acute psychiatric crisis
in our communities, to protect and safeguard vulnerable adults from harm, and to treat mentally ill adults

who are incarcerated.

Changing the definition of MHP would increase the number of trained professionals working in die field
who are:


mailto:lypatema@acsalaska.net
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us

Sponsor SB302

[0 required to report incidents of harm to vulnerable adults;
C allowed to provide mental health treatment to prisoners;

[0 authorized to evaluate children and minors in custody for appropriateness to be placed in
secure residential treatment centers;

[0 eligible to work in one of the 140 jobs at community mental health centers where
emergency evaluations are done on individuals experiencing a crisis.

[0 judge’s decision on appropriateness for mental health civil commitment to a hospital in
Fairbanks, Anchorage or Juneau.

| am the President-elect of the Alaska Counseling Association and a family therapist who works with
families at risk of loosing their children because of neglect and abuse. | daily realize the tremendous
help I and my mental health colleagues provide for Alaska’s families and children. Please sponsor

SB302.
Thank you,

Lynn S. Patema, MS, LPC

Family Therapist
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Robert D, Schults
6 Glacier Rw
Juneau, AK 99801

9. e "oy .
March 4,2002

Re: SB302

Dear Senator Wilkins: ]

This letter is written in strong support of the additio” of marital and family therapists
licensed by the Board of Mental Health and Family Therapy, Professional
Counselors licensed by the board of Professional Counselors, Clinical Social
Workers licensed by the Board of Social Work Examiners and a person with a
Masters DegTee in the field of Mental Health and who has at least 24 months of post
*%6méters, working experience in the field of Mental Iliness, who is in the process of
" A"4u0fying for licensure by a board named above and who is working under the
ofatype of license listed in SB 302 to be able to be listed as Mental

Professionals under the statute.

ol Thia™fi';¥ecognize the people’s skills and ability for help, get the work done which
"p~AS&hncntal health professional such as relating to the evaluation ofprisoners
'M tfrm ay need psychological or psychiatric treatment for the purpose of statutes
i '+i%a$gig; to the evaluation of children in need of aid and delinquent minors who may
be confined in a secure residential psychiatric treatment center or who
be released from such a center, for the purpose of statutes requiring certain
professionals to report the possibility that a vulnerable adult has been abused or
neglected, and for the purpose of statutes relating to mental health civil

commitments.
Thank you for your interest in this matter

Respectfully,

Robert D. Schults, MD
Psychiatrist



two bills currently in process

Subject: two bills currently in process
Date: Fri, 1Mar 2002 17:01:44 -0900 (AKST)

From: Dan and Ann Swift <dswift@ ptialaska.net>
To: Senator_Gary Wilken@ legis.state.ak.us

Dear Gary, . . : .
Yam writing you about two bills currently under consideration in

the Legislature. _ _ o _
~ ~SB 302 - Thank you for introducing this bill. As a public member of
the licensing hoard for marital and family therapists, | see the need for
expanding the definition of mental health”professional. As you are Probably
aware, there is a great shortage of mental health professionals in this
state and, unfortunately, no shortage of people with mental health problems.
~ | have seen the” care with which our board scrutinizes all
applications for licensure and the process of supervison for those who have
not yet had sufficient hours of practice to be licensed. (Marital and family
therapists are mental health professionals, not simply marriage counselors.
An applicant for licensure must have a masters or doctorate degree in a
mental health field, as well as three years of Practlce, supervised by an
accedited suPerwsor.) By including in"this bill those "wor mg? under” the
supervison ot a . licensee,” more_people likely will be able to access

the services of mental health professionals.

_ SB 182 - | urge You to vote against this bill. It would certainly
impact the most vulnerable Alaskans. Cutting funds to he_IP the poor, elderly
and disabled would not likely save much money--and the [ittle the state
might save would seem a lot to those affected by the cuts.

Thank you, Ann Swift
3181 Arolla Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99709


mailto:dswift@ptialaska.net
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Alaska 99654
6-3370
907) 376-3157 Fax

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Senate Health,Education and Social Services Committee

Senator Lyda Green,Chair

April 24, 2002

TO: Fred Dyson, Chair
House, Health Education and Social Services Committee

FROM: Senator Lyda Green, Chair — £>-
Senate, Health Education and Social Services Committee

RE: Hearing Request SB 342

Senate Bill 342, “An Act relating to the long term care ombudsman” has been referred to
the House Health Education and Social Services Committee.

Please consider this my request to schedule a hearing on SB 342 at the earliest
opportunity.

If you have any questions please call Jeiry at 3579. Thank you for your consideration.

Senator Loren Leman, Vice-Chair
Senator Jerry Ward, Senator Gary Wilken, Senator Bettye Davis

St
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
907)465
(907) 465-3305 Fax
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SENATOR LYDA GREEN

SENATE DISTRICT N

Sponsor Statement
CS Senate Bill 342

Long-Term Care Ombudsman

Each state is required to have a long term care ombudsman under the Older Americans
Act. Alaska’s long-term care ombudsman is located in the Alaska Mental Health Trust
Authority. Recently, the long term care ombudsman resigned, citing frustration with
Alaska’s statutes as one of the reasons for leaving.

Discussion with the executive director of the Alaska Mental Health Trust led to the filing
of Senate Bill 342 which brings Alaska’s statutes in line with the federal law.

Specifically, SB 342:

* directs the long teiTn care ombudsman to visit long term care facilities and
identify problems rather than assuming the more passive role of only responding
to complaints;

* provides that no long term care facility may deny immediate access to an
employee ¢ volunteer from the long term care ombudsman’s office who is
responding to a complaint;

* gives the long term care ombudsman an active role in developing and providing
technical support to volunteer organizations which are interested in the health,
safety, welfare and rights of older Alaskans

The long-term care ombudsman’s role is critical in protecting the health and safety of our
most vulnerable older Alaskans. It is essential that we provide the office with the tools
necessary to do this job.
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HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 342( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to the long term care ombudsman."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA.:

* Section 1. AS 47.62.015(a) is amended to read:
(a) The ombudsman shall identify, investigate3 and resolve complaints that

are [A COMPLAINT] made by or on behalf of older Alaskans who reside [AN
OLDER ALASKAN WHO RESIDES] in a long term care facility in the state if the
complaints relate [COMPLAINT RELATES] to a decision, action, or failure to act
by a provider or a representative of a provider of long term care services, or by a
public agency or social services agency, that may adversely affect the health, safety,
welfare, or rights of one or more older Alaskans. The ombudsman shall visit the
residents of long term care facilities in the state, the residents' representatives,
and others to identify, investigate, and resolve complaints covered by this
subsection.  Subject to the confidentiality provisions of AS 47.62.030, the
ombudsman shall provide information to public agencies regarding the problems
of older Alaskans who reside in long term care facilities in the state [THE OLDER

1- HCS CSSB 342( )
New Text: Underlined [DHETED TEXT BRAKETED)
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1 ALASKAN].
2 *Sec. 2. AS 47.62.015(b) is amended to read:
3 (b) The ombudsman may identify, investigate, and resolve complaints that
4 are [A COMPLAINT] made by or on behalf of older Alaskans related [AN OLDER
5 ALASKAN RELATING] to the long term care or residential circumstances of one or
6 more older Alaskans [THE OLDER ALASKAN]. Complaints under this subsection
7 may relate to any issue not covered under (a) of this section, including an [TPIE] older
8 Alaskan's landlord, senior citizen housing, a public assistance program, a public grant
9 program for services to older Alaskans, public utilities, health care facilities, and
10 health care providers.
1 *Sec. 3. AS 47.62.015 is amended by adding new subsections to read:
12 (d) The ombudsman shall analyze, comment on, and monitor the development
13 and implementation of federal, state, and local laws, rules, regulations, and policies
14 with respect to the health, safety, welfare, and rights of residents of long term care
15 facilities. The ombudsman may facilitate public comment on laws, rules, regulations,
16 policies, and actions that relate to the health, safety, welfare, and rights of the residents
17 of long term care facilities.
18 (e; The ombudsman shall promote the development of citizen organizations
19 interested in the health, safety, welfare, and rights of older Alaskans who reside in
20 long term care facilities in the state.
21 (f) The ombudsman shall provide technical support for the development of
22 resident councils and family councils whose members are interested in protecting the
23 well-being and rights of the residents of long term care facilities in the state.
24 () The ombudsman may schedule visits to long term care facilities to
25 exchange information regarding the health, safety, welfare, and rights of the residents.
26 (h) In addition to volunteers who may provide office assistance, the
27 ombudsman shall recruit volunteers who, after training under AS 47.62.020 and in
28 accordance with policies and procedures established by the ombudsman, may assist
29 the ombudsman by
30 (1) informing residents of long term care facilities, their
3l representatives, and others about the rights of the residents; and

HCS CSSB 342( ) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRAKETH]
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(2) identifying, investigating, and resolving complaints described
under AS 47.62.015(a).

*Sec. 4. AS 47.62.025(a) is amended to read:
(a) A person may not deny access to a long term care facility or to an older

Alaskan by the ombudsman or an employee, volunteer, or other representative of the
office. A person may not deny immediate access to a long term care facility or to
an older Alaskan by the ombudsman or an employee, volunteer, or other
representative of the office between eight o'clock in the morning and eight o'clock
in the evening. A person may not denv immediate access to a long term care
facility or to an older Alaskan by the ombudsman or an employee, volunteer, or
other representative of the office between eight o'clock in the evening and eight
o'clock in the morning if the ombudsman or employee, volunteer, or other
representative of the office

(1) has scheduled a visit with the operator of the facility for a time
between eight o'clock in the evening and eight o'clock in the morning;

(2) states that the purpose for requesting access is to investigate a
complaint made bv or on behalf of an older Alaskan who resides in the facility
and immediate access is necessary to protect the health, safety, welfare, or rights
of a resident of the facility; or

(3) states that an older Alaskan or the legal representative of an
older Alaskan has requested that a visit from the office occur hetween eight
o'clock in the evening and eight o'clock in the morning.

-3- HCS CSSB 342( )
New Text Underlined [DEETED TEXT BRAKETH]
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HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 342( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to the long term care ombudsman."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.62.015 is repealed and reenacted to read:
Sec. 47.62.015. Duties of the long term care ombudsman, (a) The long
term care ombudsman may, personally or through a representative of the office,

(1) identify, investigate, and resolve complaints that are made by or on
behalf of older Alaskans who reside in a long term care facility in the state if the
complaints relate to a decision, action, or failure to act by a provider or a
representative of a provider of long term care services, or by a public agency or social
services agency, that may adversely affect the health, safety, welfare, or rights of one
or more older Alaskans;

(2) 'isit the residents of long term care facilities in the state, the
residents' representatives, and others to identify, investigate, and resolve complaints

covered by (1) ofthis subsection;
(3) subject to the confidentiality provisions of AS 47.62.030, provide

-1- HCS CSSB 342( )
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information to public agencies regarding the problems of older Alaskans who reside in
long term care facilities in the state;

(4) identify, investigate, and resolve complaints that are made by or on
behalf of older Alaskans related to the long term care or residential circumstances of
one or more older Alaskans; complaints under this paragraph may relate to any issue
not covered under (1) of this subsection, including an older Alaskan's landlord, senior
citizen housing, a public assistance program, a public grant program for services to
older Alaskans, public utilities, health care facilities, and health care providers;

(5) analyze, comment on, and monitor the development and
implementation of federal, state, and local laws, rules, regulations, and policies with
respect to the health, safety, welfare, and rights of residents of long term care
facilities; the ombudsman may personally or through representatives of the office,
facilitate public comment on laws, rules, regulations, policies, and actions that relate
to the health, safety, welfare, and rights of the residents of long term care facilities;

(6) promote the development of citizen organizations interested in the
health, safety, welfare, and rights of older Alaskans who reside in long term care
facilities in the state;

(7) provide tecImical support for the development of resident councils
and family councils whose members are interested in protecting the well-being and
rights of the residents of long term care facilities in the state;

(8) schedule visits to long term care facilities to exchange information
regarding the health, safety, welfare, and rights of the residents;

(9) pursue administrative, legal, or other appropriate remedies on
behalfofan older Alaskan who resides in a long term care facility in the state.

(b) The ombudsman or an employee of the office may subpoena witnesses,
compel their attendance, require the production of evidence, administer oaths, and
examine any person under oath in connection with a complaint described under (a)(1)
of this section. The powers described in this subsection shall be enforced by the
superior court.

(c) In this section, "representative” means an employee or volunteer who is
trained and certified by the ombudsman under AS 47.62.020.

[ICS CSSB 342( ) _ -2-
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* Sec. 2. AS 47.62.025 is amended to read:

Sec. 47.62.025. Access to long term care facilities, older Alaskans, and
records, (a) A person may not deny access to a long term care facility or to an older
Alaskan by the ombudsman or an employee, volunteer, or other representative of the
office. A person may not deny immediate access to a long term care facility or to
an older Alaskan by the ombudsman or an employee, volunteer, or other
representative of the office between eight o'clock in the morning and eight o'clock
in the evening. A person may not deny immediate access to a long term care
facility or to an older Alaskan bv the ombudsman or an employee, volunteer, or
other representative of the office between eight o'clock in the evening and eight
o'clock in the morning if the ombudsman or employee, volunteer, or other
representative of the office

(11 has scheduled a visit with the operator of the facility for a time
between eight o'clock in the evening and eight o'clock in the morni;:g;

(2) states that the purpose for requesting access is to investigate a

complaint made by or on behalf of an older Alaskan who resides in the facility
and immediate access is necessary to protect the health, safety, welfare, or rights
of a resident of the facility; or

(31 states that an older Alaskan or the legal representative of an
older Alaskan has requested that a visit from the office occur hetween eight
o'clock in the evening and eight o'clock in the morning.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of AS 47.62.015(bl [AS 47.62.015(c)(1)],

the ombudsman may obtain medical or other records of an older Alaskan who resides
in a long term care facility in the state only with the consent of the older Alaskan or
the olde: Alaskan's legal guardi .n or, if the older Alaskan is unable or incompetent to
consent and does not have a legal guardian, only with a court order.

3 HCS CSSB 342( )
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Senate Health,Education and Social Services Committee

Senator Lyda Green,Chair

To: Representative Fred Dyson, CoChair
House Health Education and Social Services Committee

From: Senator Lyda Green, C hair™”
Senate HESS Committee

Date: April 17, 2002

Subject: Hearing Request, Senate Bill 345

Senate Bill 345, "An Act relating to medical assistance for rehabilitative services for
certain children with disabilities; relating to agreements to pay medical assistance for
covered services paid for or furnished to eligible children with disabilities by a school
district; and providing for an effective date." has been referred to the Senate Finance
Committee. This is my formal request that a hearing for SB 345 be held at the earliest

opportunity.

A copy of the sponsor statement accompanies this request. If you have any questions
please call Jerry at 3579.

You cooperation is appreciated.

Senator Loren Leman, Vice-Chair
Senator Jerry Ward, Senator Gary Wilken, Senator Bettye Davis
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SENATOR LYDA GREEN
SENATE DISTRICT N

Sponsor Statement
CS Senate Bill 345

Under the federal Individuals Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), school districts are
required to provide rehabilitative services to qualifying students. Currently the federal
government pays approximately 16% of the costs of services required by IDEA and the
balance is paid out of the foundation formula with a mix of state and local funding. To
the extent that these students qualify for Medicaid, federal law allows for schools to bill
the state Medicaid program for many of these services. However, Alaska state law does
not authorize school districts to be Medicaid providers. Senate Bill 345 authorizes the
Alaska Department of Health and Social Services to promulgate the necessary regulations
and to contract with school districts to reimburse the districts for rehabilitative services
for students who qualify under the Medicaid program. Currently 42 other states fund
school-based services through the Medicaid program.

Under the provisions of SB 345, the school district pays the state match for the Medicaid
services it receives. The only state cost under this bill is the cost of promulgating the
regulations and some small administrative costs. School districts benefit by receiving the
federal matching dollars under the Medicaid program for services that they must provide,
regardless of how they are funded. Foreach school district dollar expended for these
covered services, the school district would receive approximately $1.50 in additional
federal dollars, which can help defray the costs of providing special education services.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bl Version: SB 345
(s ) Publish Date: 3127102

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services
Title: SCHOOL BASED MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDRENWTH BRU: Medical Assistance

DISABILITIES Component: Medicaid Services
Sponsor: SENATE HES%
Requestor: SENATE(HES Component Number: 2077
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 781.5 3,937.5 7,875.0 71,875.0 7,875.0 7,875.0
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 7815 39375 7,875.0 7,875.0 18750 7.875.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES j
CHANGE INREVENUES ( 0 ) !

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts 4589 2.2944 45888 4588.8 4588.8 45888

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

1108 stat Desig 328.6 16431 3,286.2 3,286.2 3,286.2 3,286.2
TOTAL 7875 39375 7,875.0 7875.0 7,875.0 7.875.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’'s FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill would enable school districts to bill Medicaid for services provided to Medicaid-eligible children
in special education programs. Districts would reimburse the Department of Health and Social Sen/ices
for the state match required. There would be no net increase in state general fund match for Medicaid
(see related fiscal note for administrative costs).

See attached page for assumptions.

Prepared oy: Jon Sherwood Phone 465-3355
Division Medical Assistance Date/Time 03/05/2002
Approved by:  Elmer A. Lindstrom, Deputy Commissioner Date 03/06/2002
Agency Department of Health & Social Services

For distribution information, call the Governor's Legslative Office
(ROV2/7/2U01 OMB)

COMMITTEE COPY

Page 1 of2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 345
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
Assumptions:
Alaska school districts provide approximately $45 million in special education support services annually.
Approximately 35 percent of children receiving special education services are eligible for Medicaid.
At full implementation, approximately 50 percent of special education support services Provid,ed t
Medicaid eligible children will qualify for Medicaid reimbursement; the remainder will fall outside of
Medicaid service definitions or will be provided by smaller districts who choose not to bill Medicaid.

Legislation will be fully implemented by FY 05. FY 03 Medicaid service expenditures will be 10 percent
of +Y (5expenditures. FY 04 expenditures will be 50 percent of FY 05 expenditures.

Federal share of Medicaid Service expenditures will be 58.27 percent.

School districts will reimburse the Department for the state match (shown as statutory designated
program receipts).

Cost of Services under full implementation:

FY 05 000.0x 35% x 950% = $7,875.0.
FY 06 0000 x 35% x 50% = $7,8750
FY 07 0000 x 39% x 50% = $7,875.0,
FY 08 000.0 x 35% x 50% = $7,8750.

Start-up years:

FYO3@ 10%of FY 05 =$ 7875
FY 04 @ 50% of FY 05 =$3937.5



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill \ersion: SB 345
(s ) Publish Date: 3/18/02

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services
Title: SCHOOL BASED MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN WITH 'BR . Medical Assistance Admin

DISABILITIES --==mmmmmmmmmm oo oo oo Component: Health Purchasing Group
Sponsor: SENATE (HES)
Requestor:  SENATE (HES) Component Number: 243
Expenditures/Revenues . (Thousands of DOllarS)
Note; Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 76.5 76.5 97.3 97.3 97.3 97.3
Travel 5.0 5.0 5.0 6.0 7.0 8.0
Contractual 56.5 6.5
Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 1380 815 108.8 033 1043 105.3
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE INREVENUES ( 0 ) |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 85.9 40.7 54.4 51.6 52.1 52.6
1003 GF Match 521 40.8 54.4 51.7 52.2 52.7
1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 138.0 815 108.8 103.3 104.3 105.3

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Full-time 1 1 1 1 1 1
Part-time 1 1 1

Temporary 1

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page ifnecessary)
Administrative costs associated with this legislation include $50.0 to modify the MMIS 1o allow school
districts to submit claims. This would be a one-time, FYO3 contractual cost, and is eligible for 75%
federal funding. Cne full time, range 20 position in the Health Po||c%/ and Programs ufit would be
required to develop policy and support school district claming efforts, beginning in FY 03 The position
would require $7/65n pérsonal services and  $5.0 in travel annually and"$6.5 in start-up contractual
costs. Eventually, in FY. 05, the volume of claims would recgwre oné half-time, range 10.accounting clerk
'oos,mon to track expenditures and recover the state match from school districts, as provided for in
egislation. This position would require $208 in personal services annually.

Prepared by:  Jon Sherwood Phone 465-3355
Division Medical Assistance Date/Time 03/05/2002
Approved by Elmer A Lindstrom, Deputy Commissioner Date 03/06/2002

Agency Department of Health &Sacial Services

For distribution information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office

2OMMITTEE COPY
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Written Ttaiimony- House. HCS Committee, 4/23/0i

8.B. 34E, “School Services (or Disabled Suidome"

| bniieyo noma o| the assumptions, ospeclaily regarding estimation of funds to be galn»d from
billing Medicaid for services delivered In BChools Is liawed.The bill would ask schools to determine eligible
services and bill Medicaid. Per discussion In Senate HESS committee hearing by Mr. Bob Ubbe, Director
ol Division of Medical Assistance, the division would process the bills iltta any from any hoepK clinic, or
other madtyat providor. However, unlike other providers, each district would reimburse the state for It's
ernto match of federal Medicaid dollars! [| fWnk this Is about 0 47% match (or Alaska.]

Analysis details upon which the S.B, 345 fiscal noto is based are flawed. Them appears to be on
asuumptlon tlutt it 35% of Alaskan students recolving special servicesare eligible for Medicaid, then SO%
of those aervioes, especially those delivered in larger districts, would be recoverable. Many s'Moas
provided In schools by ‘'iheraplstc (and other potential reimbursable service providers) are educational In
'scopo and focua’ and would not be medically-reimbursable from Medicaid. A friend sent me this quote
from tho 'technical uusistance guide published in 1897 to help schdols understand what could/could not
bo blltotf under lho federal rules by the Centers for Medicare and Medtoald Services/CMS (tormorty
HCFA). It'says:* .

'In addition, 1l medical evaluations or assessmentsare conducted to determine a child's healthe

rolvtnd needa forpurposes of tho IBP/IFS, paymentlor soma orall ofthe oosa may be available

undo/ Medicaid. However, If the evalt®l/ona or assessments aria for educationalnumoaas.

Mfaffcald reimbursement Is not available. Medkeid payment Is only available for the part of the

tiosansment that is medical in nature and provided by qualified Medicaidproviders- In addition,

reimbursement fornommedical services, such us special Instruction, is not covered..."
Tho schools are still obligated to provide services In accordance with IDEA relative'to eligibility, oducbttaK!
focus/otitcames, etc, There is no guarantor) of reimburaomorit. Schools continue to hold the final
responsibility for the provision of special education and related services even Il they do bill Medicaid and
Other insurance provider, Others reportthat Congress has become oonoomed with the increase In the
number of school district claims, and caaes where all of tbe faderel Medicaid matching funds ended up in '
State noftera. Tlipre has been perceived evidence ol Medicaid fraud and abuse. Ab Investigation follows,
reimbursement ol federal dollars and additional penalties may have to be paid.

Both dollar costs, arld phllospphlcal/ethlpal procedural changes would'be needed to move from 4
"school function" model or focus to "medical model" focua of service delivery, Schools will be put In lhe <
position of competing tor funds with outpatient services at hospitals, medical clinics and private practices,
ir services cunoriily received after school are no toncjer available (not billable twice) schools may have to
provide mom Individual services and Increase the time students are pulled from academlo activities. As a
school employed therapist, shifting from “time study" to "direct billing" for capture of Medicaid funds
tranciatini to lots more papar work (medical prescriptions, treatment plans in addition to IEPe, progress e
mvfaw studies, treatment documentation in 15 minute blUoblo coding Increments), with lees time to work
tofifi kid* ( Ihnraforg Increased staff naoded); as wall as the hoops to be approved Medicaid providers end
an subject to op additional audit process, insarvice on requirements for providers wlil be needed/
pngoirin.

This bill I& oppressed as an “option" for districts, however therapists experienced with ILP

Programs, found tholr stale dollar contributions cut by what they were "projected to be able to generate"
through billing and fell ua thore may no! be choice M an. Thom will be coat* to HtaWcta. win tho

U AV lulk
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ggte Referred to Committee: April 17,2002 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance
Date of Committee Action: %3, &'

The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: SB 345
SENATE BILL NO. 345 SCHOOL SERVICES FOR DISABLED STUDENTS

"An Act relating to medical assistance for rehabilitative services for certain children with disabilities; relating to
agreements to pay medical assistance for covered services paid for or furnished to eligible children with
disabilities by a school district; and providing for an effective date."

Recommends it he replaced with CS ( ) [ ]Same Title [ ]New Title

For Senate Bills with new tide:[ ] Technical Title [ ] New Tide: IICR
[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to Committee
[ ] Letterof Intent Committee
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Written Testimony- House HES Committee, 4/23/02

S.B. 345, “School Services for Disabled Students”

| believe some of the assumptions, especially regarding estimation of funds to be gained from
billing Medicaid for services delivered in schools is flewed.The bill would ask schools to determine eligible
services and bill Medicaid. Per discussion in Senate HESS committee hearing by Mr. Bob Labbe, Director
of Division of Medical Assistance, the division would process the bills like any from any hospital, clink:, Or
other medical provider. However, unlike other providers, each district would reimburse the state for It's
state match of federal Medicaid dollars. [l think this is about a 47% match for Alaska.]

Analysis details upon which the S.B. 345 fiscal note is based are flawed. There appears to be an
assumption that if 35% of Alaskan students receiving special services are eligible for Medicaid, then 50%
of those services, especially those delivered in larger districts, would be recoverable. Many services
provided in schools by therapists (and other potential reimbursable service providers) are educational in
‘scope and focu3d’ and would not be medically reimbursable from Medicaid. A friend sent me this quote
from the technical assistance guide published In 1997 to help schools unde>stand what could/r uld ret
be billed under the federal rules by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services/CMS (formtrly

HC
A‘fn a(TcT1 iton, | medlcal evaIuaU%ns 0r assessments are conducted to determine a child's health-
re %te neéx dprpu V\Poses ? P/IFS, payment for some or aIH of the costs ma Mbe available
unaer Meaicaid. However, I the evaluatlo S 0 agsessments are for ed|,cat|ona R [POSES,
Medicaidl reimbursement Is not avallable Med|ca|d payment s only ava| able fort Part ofthe
assegsment tha} IS medical in r]ature and provided gqu? ified l\/Ie icaid providers. . In wglon,
reimbursement for non-medical Services, Such as speclal Instruction, IS not covered...
The schools are still obligated to provide services In accordance with IDEA relative to eligibility, educational
focus/outcomes, etc. There Is no guarantee of reimbursement. Schools continue to hold the final
responsibility for the provision of special education and related services even if they do bill Medicaid and
other insurance providers. Others report that Congress has become concerned with the Increase in the
number of school district claims, and cases where all of the federal Medicaid matching funds ended up in
State coffers. There has been perceived evidence of Medicaid fraud and abuse. As investigation follows,
reimbursement of federal dollars and additional penalties may have to be paid.

Both dollar costs, and philosophical/ethical procedural changes would be needed to move from a
“school function’ model or focus to “medical model” focus of service delivery. Schools will be put In the
position of competing for funds with outpatient services at hospitals, medical clinics and private practices.
If services currently received after school are no longer available (not billable twice) schools may have to
provide more individual services and increase the time students are pulled from academic activities. As a
school employed therapist, shifting from “time study" to “direct billing" for capture of Medicaid funds
translates to lots more paper work (medical prescriptions, treatment plans in addition to IEPs, progress
review studies, treatment documentation in 15 minute billable coding increments), with less time to work
with kids (therefore increased staff needed); as well as the hoops to be approved Medicaid providers and
an subject to an additional audit process. Inservice on requirements for providers will be needed/
ongoing.

This bill Is expressed as an “option” for districts, however therapists experienced with ILP
Programs round their state dollar contributions cut by what they were "projected to be able to generate"
through billing and tell us there may not be choice at all. There will be costs to districts. Will the
potential income offset those costs? The federal playing field may be shifting toward tighter funding. Will
wo be left holding the bag of having geared up for a services shift and get less reimbursement? Alaska
needs to be very careful to avoid problems and work from a more realistic view than what has been
projected with big dollar signs in S.B. 345. Thank you for your attention to this Issue.



FAIRBANKS LEGISLATIVE INORMATION OFFICE
119 N. CUSHMAN ST. SUITE 101
FAIRBANKS, AK 99701

WRITTEN TESTIMONY TRANSMITTAL SHEET

TO ROM

HHESS, Rep. Fred Dyson, Chair Fran/Fbx L1O
COVRANY: \E

4/23/2002

PAXNIMVBR

465-4587
PHONENVBR FAEDN

465-3759 04/23/2002
RE THECONFERENCEDON

Written Testimony: SB 345 04-23-02

CJURGENT [CIFORREVIEN  CIPLEASKCOMMENT [CIPLEASEREPLY  COPLEASERECYCLE

NOTESCOMVENTS
Enclosed please find the originals of the written testimony for SB 345 heard during die HIIESS

teleconference.

IMONIC 452-4448
['AX: 456-3346






Senator Jerry Ward

Alaska State Legislature

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman
House HESS Committee

FROM:  Senator Jerry Ward
DATE:  February 13,2001
SUBJECT: Request for SCR 2 to be added to the HESS Calendar

Please add SCR 2 “A Senate Concurrent Resolution declaring March 2001 as Sobriety
Awareness Month” to the calendar for a hearing. Included with this memo is the Sponsor

Statement.

Jamiarv-Mav: STATE CAPITOL «JUNEAU, AK *99801-1182 « (907) 465-4940 « FAX (907) 465-3766
ANCHQRaOE: 716 W. 4"AVE. «STE. 450 «.ANCHORAGE. AK 99501 «(907) 269-0106 « FAX (907) 269-0109
KENAL: 145 MAIN STREET LOOP» KENAL AK 99611« (907) 283-7996 « FAX (907) 233-3075
Chairman. Senate Transportation Committee » Chairman, Senaie Slate Affairs Committee
Senator_Jcrry..Ward@ legis.itatc.ak.us
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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Date Referred to Committee: February 9,2001 FURTHER REFERRALS

Date of Committee Action

The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: CSSCR 2(HES)

CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 2(HES) SOBRIETY AWARENESS MONTH

Relating to declaring March 2001 as Sobriety Awareness Month.

Recommends it be replaced with J [ ]SameTitle [ ] New Title
For Senate Bills with new title:/ / Technical Title [ ] New Title: HCR_

[ ] attach amendments

[ ] add new referral to Committee

[ ] Letter of Intent Committee
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Senator Jerry W ard

Alaska State Legislature

Sponsor Statement
SCR 2

“A Senate Concurrent Resolution declaring March 2001 as
Sobriety Awareness Month”

Alcohol, drug and inhalant abuse has been identified as the single most destructive health
problem in Alaska. Its devastating effects have been felt within every racial, ethnic and
economic hackground.

Senate Concurrent Resolution (SCR) 2 reinforces the commitment Alaskans make to a
clean and healthy life style.

SCR 2 will help to: a) Highlight and reinforce socially appropriate behaviors and choices
that improve quality of life and health of individuals, families, and communities, b)
Reduce the incidence of crimes related to alcohol, drugs and inhalants and ¢) Reduce the
burden on government in having to expend valuable resources to pay for the perverse
problems caused by alcohol, drugs and inhalants.

SCR 2 follows conventional wisdom to focus on sobriety as a solution being embraced by
thousands of Alaskans.

Januarv-M;iv: STATE CAPITOL «JUNEAU. AK *99801-1182 «(907) 465-4940 « FAX (907) 465-3766
ANCHORAGE: 716 W. 4“AVE. «STE. 450 sANCHORAGE. AK 99501 = (907) 269-0106 « FAX (907) 269-0109
KF.NAL: 145 MAIN STREET LOOP «KENAI. AK «99611»(907) 283-7996 « FAX (907) 283-3075
Chairman, Senate Transportation Commuter «Chairman. Senate State Affairs Committee
Senator..Jcrry_Ward @ legts. state, ak. us



Senator Jerry Ward

Alaska State Legislature

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman
House HESS Committee

FROM:  Senator Jerry Ward
DATE:  February 13,2001
SUBJECT: Request for SCR 2 to be added to the HESS Calendar

Please add SCR 2 “A Senate Concurrent Resolution declaring March 2001 as Sobriety
Awareness Month” to the calenJar for a hearing. Included with this memo is the Sponsor

Statement.

Januarv-May: STATE CAPITOL «JUNEAU, AK «99801-1182 «(907) 465-4940 «PAX (907) 465-3766
ANCHORAGE: 716 W. 4">AVE. «STE. 450 s/ANCHORAGE. AK 99501 «(907) 269-0106 «FAX (907) 269-0109
KENAL: 145 MAIN STREET LOOP «KENAI. AK *99611»(907) 283-7996 « FAX (907) 283-3075
Chairman, Senate Transportation Committee «Chairman. Senate State Affairs Committee
Scna(or_Jerry__Ward (Tlcgis.state.ak.as



Date Referred to Committee: February 9,2001 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action:

The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: CSSCR 21HES)
CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 2(HES) SOBRIETY AWARENESS MONTH
Relating to declaring March 2001 as Sobriety Awareness Month.

Recommends it be replaced with CS C J [ ]SameTitle [ ]New Title

For Senate Bills with new title:[ ] Technical Title / ] New Title: HCR_
[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to Committee
[ ] Letterof Intent Committee
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Senator Jerry Ward

Alaska State Legislature

Sponsor Statement
SCR 2

“A Senate Concurrent Resolution declaring March 2001 as
Sobriety Awareness Month”

Alcohol, drug and inhalant abuse has been identified as the single most destructive health
problem in Alaska. Its devastating effects have been felt within every racial, ethnic and
economic background.

Senate Concurrent Resolution (SCR) 2 reinforces the commitment Alaskans make to a
clean and healthy life style.

SCR 2 will help to: a) Highlight and reinforce socially appropriate behaviors and choices
that improve quality of life and health of individuals, families, and communities, b)
Reduce the incidence of crimes related to alcohol, drugs and inhalants and ¢) Reduce the
burden on government in having to expend valuable resources to pay for the perverse
problems caused by alcohol, drugs anc inhalants.

SCR 2 follows conventional wisdom to focus on sobriety as a solution being embraced by
thousands of Alaskans.

Januarv-Mav: STATE CAPITOL «JUNEAU. AK «99801-1182 « (907) 465-4940 «FAX (907) 465-3766
ANCHORAGE: 716 W. 4*AVE. «STE. 450 s/ANCHORAGE. AK 99501 « (907) 269-0106 «FAX (907) 269-0109
KENAI: 145 MAIN STREET LOOP»KENAI AK »99611¢(907) 283-7996 « FAX (907) 283-3075
Chairman, Senate Transportation Committee «Chairman. Senate State Affairs Committee
Senator_Jcrry_Ward@ legis.state.ak.us
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSSCR 2(HES)

(S) Publish Date: 2/1/01

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected:
Title: Relating to declaring March 2001 as "BRU:

Sobriety Awareness Month. Component:
Sponsor: Sen. Ward

Requester: Component Number:

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES [ I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )y

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES COMMI Phone  465-3009

Senator: Isl SENATOR GREEN Date 1/29/01
Committee Chair
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SCR 02 Passes AK Senate, Referred to Hou...f Representatives...House HESS Committee

Subject: SCR 02 Passes AK Senate, Referred to House of Representatives...House HESS
Committee
Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 11:18:11 -0900
From: "(Tungwenuk) Gregory Nothstine" <sobriety@gci.net>
To: "Rep. Fred Dyson" <Representative_Fred _Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us>
CC: "Rep. Peggy Wilson" <Representative_Peggy_Wilson@ legis.state.ak.us>,
"Rep. John Coghill" <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Rep. Gary Stevens" <Representative_Gary_Stevens@ legis.state.ak.us>,
"Rep. Sharon Cissna" <Representative_Sharon_Cissna@ legis.state.ak.us>,
"Rep. Vic Kohring" <Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us">,
"Rep. Reggie Joule" <Representative_Reggie Joule@legis.state.ak.us>

Honorable Representative Dyson, Chair _
House Health, Education & Social Services Committee

Senate Concurrent Resolution 02 - Proclaiming March 2001 as Sobriety
Awareness Month, was passed by the Senate and referred to the House
February 9, 2001; read for the first time and referred to House HESS

Committee.

Review of Alaska Legistaturels "Bill Action and Status Information System

(BASIS), i.e., at the following web address: , ,
htto://www.leais.state.ak.us/basis/. indicates the House HESS Committee is

scheduled to meet Tuesdag Februarg 20, 2001, at 3:00 p.m. and again on
Wednesday, February 21, 2001 at 4:00 p.m.

| am in support of the expedient, judicious review and recommendation for
Rﬂasstahge of SCR 02 - Relating to declaring March 2001 as Sobriety Awareness
onth.

Friday,

Best Regards,

Tungwenuk (Gregary Nothstine)
http://communities.msn.com/Sobrietvalaska

2/19/2001 4:42 PN
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