
A JL A b K A  1 .1 1 1 ,1 5 E H T U K J 1  C O H M 1 T T E I T  f l U 5  Z U U 1 - Z U U Z
1 0 2 3 5  H O U S E  H E A L T H  E D U C A T I O N  &  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  ^

8 6 7 2 4/3ify



APR-23-2002 TUE 02:15 PH FAX NO. P. 01

A l a s k a  Y o u t h  a n d  P a r e n t  F o u n d a t i o n  
C h a l l e n g e  H o u s e

9320 Roy Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
Shelter phone: 243-6342 
Shelter Fax: 248-6902

WARNING: The information contained in this facsimile message is legally privileged 
and confidential information intended only for the use o f the individual or entity named 

below. If  the reader o f this message is nor the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that any dissemination, distribution, or copy of this fax is strictly prohibited. If  you have 

received this fax in error please immediately notify us by telephone and return the 
original message to us at the address above via the U.S. Mail.

Thank You.

Deliver To: LIO office 

Date: April 23.2002 

Fax: 269-0229 

RE: House Bill 182 

From: Tamara Keech

Total pages sent 2 .(including cover page). If all pages are not received, please call 
sender at (907) 243-6342.
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4/22/2002

T o :

S ubject: HB 182

From: Michael & Tamara Keech 
7715 Port O rford Drive 
Anchorage/ AK 99507

To Whom I t  May Concern:

This l e t t e r  i s  in  re fe ren ce  to  HB 182 and i t ' s  p robable impact on the fo s te r  
care system .

The b i l l ,  a lso  known as th e  "p ro -ra ta "  b i l l ,  t e l l s  th e  ad m in is tra tio n  to  
p ro - ra ta  the  monthly payment to  fo s te r  pa ren ts  when funds run low, which 
means th e  payment would be ad ju s ted  to  f i t  the amount of money th e  Department 
i s  budgeted.

When fo s te r  care funding runs low now, th e  a d m in is tra tio n  i s  allow ed to  ask 
fo r  more funding through th e  Supplemental Budget p rocess. SB 182 s ta te s  no 
Supplemental funding would be a v a ila b le  fo r fo s te r  ca re .

L iving w ith in  th e  budget i s  ojc when the number o f ch ild ren  heeding th a t  
care does no t exceed the annual budget. In  some y ears , more ch ild ren  needed 
p ro te c tio n  through placem ent in  fo s te r  care than the budget allow ed.

I f  SB 182 p asse s , then in  fu tu re  years when fo s te r  care  budget runs low, 
fu tu re  ad m in is tra tio n s  would have to  reduce the monthly payment to  fo s te r  
p a re n ts . There would be no o th e r op tio n . L egally , th e  d iv is io n  could not 
accept fewer ch i?dren in  need in  order to  balance the budget.

The average monthly payment to  fo s te r  pa ren ts  i s  $22.34. F oster pa ren ts  
a re  not in te r e s te d  in  making money w hile p rov id ing  fo s te r  ca re , but they 
su re ly  can ’t  supplement fo s te r  ch ild ren  to  the de trim en t of th e i r  own! 
Secondly, managing a household w ith in  f in a n c ia l  l im its  i s  v i t a l ,  and w ithout 
confidence th a t  th e  ra te s  would not vary, many fo s te r  fam ilie s  would 
d isco n tin u e  ca rin g  fo r  th ese  ch ild ren  in  need. A fte r the  f i r s t  occurrenci o f 
red u c tio n s , I b e liev e  th e  a lread y  f ru s tr a te d  fo s te r  fa m ilie s , who are  
unaccustomed to  dea lin g  w ith the government, bureaucracy would say the heck 
w ith i t  and b rin g  th e  ch ild ren  back to  DFYS! Then th e  only a l te rn a t iv e  would 
be to  p lace  them in  r e s id e n t ia l  group home s e t t in g s  a t  a r a te  of w ell over 
$100.00 d a ily . Common sense should p re v a il  here la d ie s  and gentlemen. Sheer 
economics, coupled w ith th e  proven success of home environments in  l ie u  of 
s h e l te r s ,  d ic ta te s  th e  d isco n tin u a ' of th is  b i l l .

S in ce re ly ,

Michael & Tamara Keech 
Foster Parents



T O N Y  K N O W L E S , G O V E R N O R
S ta te  o l A la sk a

GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL ON DISABILITIEj|AND SPECIAL EDUCATION
P.O. Box 240249 • A ncho rage, A la sk a  99524-0249 • P h o n e : 907-269-8990 • Fax: 907-269-8995

April 23, 2002

Members o f  the House Health, Education, and Social Services Committee:

The Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education writes this letter in 
opposition to Senate Bill 182. This bill attacks people with developmental disabilities by 
reducing the benefits they receive whenever the Legislature under funds a state “benefit 
program”. It is very difficult for people with disabilities, dependant on state benefits, to 
live o ff a budget that fluctuates one month to the next. People with disabilities depend on 
the following programs.

• Adult Public Assistance (APA): Almost 15,000 disabled and elderly people who 
are currently able to live on their own because they receive Adult Public 
Assistance could be forced into more expensive institutional care, or even 
homelessness, if  their benefits erode under pro rata shortfall scenarios. APA is 
chronically under funded: state spending on APA has exceeded the Legislature’s 
appropriation in 11 o f  the last 13 years, and the program is currently under funded 
for FY02.

• Medicaid, Chronic Acute Mcdicai Assistance, and General R elief Assistance: 
Destabilizing the benefits o f these programs would affect thousands of Alaskans 
who are now beneficiaries o f  these programs.

Benefit programs provide a safety net that is available to every Alaskan to meet basic 
needs, work toward self-sufficiency, and continue to live with dignity in our 
communities. Compensating for a budget shortfall on a pro rata basis, rather than 
through supplemental funding, could tremendously destabilize the lives o f people 
who receive support through benefit programs

The Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education strongly requests that 
you will consider the effects that SB182 will have on people with disabilities as well 
as other Alaskans who depend on “benefit programs” to maintain basic standards o f 
living, self-sufficiency, and dignity while living in our communities.

Creating Change That Improves The Lives Of People With Disabilities
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Arctic Alliance for People remains unequivocally opposed to SB182, the pro-raln benefit 
reduction bill. This Is NOT the way to balance our budget. By compensating for budget 
shortfalls on a pro rata basis rather than by supplemental funding, you would allow the 
legislature to shift the budget balancing burden onto the backs o f the most vulnerable Alaskans -  
the poor, the elderly, the disabled, For example, the potential reduction of benefits possible with 
the passage o f this bill would undermine our ability to recruit and retain foster homes, would 
create) unnecessary hardships for the elderly and disabled, and might actually force more people 
onto well are. The clients o f Arctic Alliance agencies have been speaking out against this 
legislation since it was first introduced in 1999 as TIB 161. Last year during a public 
demonstration against SB 182, disabled and elderly citizens spoke painfully and poignantly of tbe 
limitations o f their incomes and tho very real consequences that this bill could have on their 
ability to meet their most basic o f needs. Please acknowledge them now and do not promote this 
piece o f  legislation.
As yon deni witli the budget challenges o f the stale during this legislative season, I applaud the 
1 lousp lor continuing to look for ways to enhance rovenuo -  a strategy that will ultimately 
si rung then our slate -n o t  weaken us by undermining our ability to care for our neediest citizens. 
The health o f  any society is determined by its ability to take care o f those unable to care for 
themselves, Please recognize this bill for the unhealthy piece of legislation that it is.

B P v  A c
‘I a - S ' n r  

H: '■ts'i' O H Z 3



TESTIMONY REGARDING SB 182 
PRESENTED 04-23-2002 

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE 
ANCHORAGE

Ladies and Gentlemen o f  the Health Education and Social Services 
Committee,

Good afternoon. My name is Anthony Lombardo and I represent 
Covenant House Alaska. Covenant House is a privately funded, 
non profit agency which cares for homeless and at risk youth . 
Today, I am here to offer you our view on SB 182.

In addition to our emergency shelter, we having a program in 
Anchorage, called Passage House, which helps teen moms 
transition o ff public assistance and into se lf sufficiency. I speak to 
you today on their behalf.

Most Passage House moms come to us barely surviving on ATAP 
and WIC. We help stabilize their lives, find affordable day care, 
learn life skills like money management, find a job and over the 
course o f  about 18 months, transition o ff o f  public assistance.
They come to us because they know that they are barely making it 
and often fear that one false step will result in life on the street and 
possibly loss o f  their child to the state’s protective custody.

The uncertainty this bill would create in the meager budgets o f  
young moms like those at Passage House is too great. Those teen 
moms who could otherwise come to us for help might lose their 
children to state services before they ever get to Passage House.
We need less babies in state custody, not more. We need more 
programs transitioning poor moms and babies into se lf sufficiency



and o ff  public assistance, but these moms do not need any more 
financial crisis or uncertainty.

In addition, i f  this bill passes, foster parents would not necessarily 
know from month to month how much income to factor into their 
budget. The added difficulties could discourage foster parents from 
participating in the program. We already have a shortage o f  foster 
care homes in this state. I f  we train wreck the fragile homes 
maintained by moms like those at Passage House, the state will 
need somewhere to place those children.

In short, Covenant House is opposed to the apparent intent o f  this 
bill. It would be unreasonable to introduce additional uncertainty 
into the health, safety and welfare o f  our poorest families.

Thank you.



SB 182

Subject: SB 182
Date: Thu, 25 Apr 2002 14:09:51 -0800 

F rom : Mark Andrews <markandchery]@ak.net>
To: Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us

I  u rge  you to  d e fe a t  SB 182. I t  i s  p o o rly  co nce ived  and can do 
im m easurable damage. F o s te r  c a re  i s  d e s p e ra te ly  needed, and red u c in g  
th e  s t ip e n d s  w i l l  make i t  even h a rd e r  to  f in d . A dult p u b lic  a s s i s t a n c e  
i s  p a id  to  fo lk s  who a re  n o t a b le  to  work & su p p o rt th em se lv es. T h is 
i s  v e ry  poor p u b lic  p o lic y .
S in c e re ly ,
C heryl K eepers 
PO Box 74898 
F a irb an k s , AK 99707

1 o f 1 4/30/2002 4:24 PM

mailto:Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us


SB 182

Subject: SB 182
Date: Mon, 22 Apr 2002 17:51:33 -0800 

F rom : "Mary Ideran" <awrc@ ak.net>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us>

D ear R epresentative Dyson:

I am writing to you in a  different ro le from  A W R C  Executive D irector. I am also C hairperson ror the A nchorage W om en's 
Comm ission. W e arc w riting to com m unicate to you grave concerns over SB 182 which is to be heard in your com m ittee on 
April 23rd.

A nchorage residents who receive benefits through the program s affected by SB 182 arc, typically, wom en with low or fixed 
incomes. T he benefits that com e to them arc a crucial part o f  a tight and carefully crafted budget, the purpose o f  which is either 
to help them m ove beyond the need for tem porary assistance or to help them  to live independently o f  institutional care. To pro 
rate these benefits is to de-stabilizc the lives and plans for independence that these A laskans have w orked hard to build.
W ithout this assist tow ard independence, these individuals arc likely to need even greater levels o f help at greater cost to our 
state and com m unities.

The A nchorage W om en's C om m ission strongly urges that this bill not becom e a part o f  the FY  2003 state budget. W e 
understand that legislator's responsibilities in the funding process are com plex and difficult, and that many A laskans arc 
contacting you to convey their feelings on budget issues. T he A nchorage W om en's C om m ission strongly urges that SB 182 not 
become a part o f  the FY 03 state budget.

M ary Ideran, C hair 
A nchorage W om en's C om m ission

1 o f I 4/30/2002 4:24 PM

mailto:awrc@ak.net
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us




SENATOR 
PETER KELLY
Mailing Address:

119 N. Cushman, Suite 201 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

Senator_Pete_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us 
(907) 456- 8161

^d n skc t Jitate legislature

MEMORANDUM

Representative Fred Dyson, Chair 
House HESS Committee

Senator Pete Kelly, Co-Chai 
Senate Finance Committee

April 18,2002

Hearing Request for SB 295
“An Act relating to the disclosure of information regarding delinquent 
minors to certain licensing agencies; and providing for an effective date.”

Please accept this memorandum as a request to schedule SB 295 for a hearing in the 
House HESS Committee at your earliest convenience.

I have enclosed the following back-up information for your review and inclusion in bill 
packets:
•  SB 295
• Sponsor Statement
• Fiscal Note

If you have any questions please coniact Wendy in my office at extension 4747. Thank 
you for your consideration of this request.

To:

From:

Date:

RE:

While Jiim.\in
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-2327

Senate District P

http://www.akrepublicans.org/KullyP.html

mailto:Senator_Pete_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us
http://www.akrepublicans.org/KullyP.html


Alaska State Legislature
Session:
S ta te  C apito l 
J u n e a u , AK 99801 
Phone : (907) 465-2327 
Fax: (907) 465-5241

Senator Pete K elly
District P

Interim: 
119 N. C u sh m a n  

F a irb an k s , AK 99701 
P h o n e : (907) 456-8161 

Fax: (907) 456-8163

S B 2 9 5  S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

“An Act relating to the disclosure of information regarding delinquent minors to cer tain 
licensing agencies; and providing for an effective date.”

B o t h  S t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  l a w s  c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e  a l l  c h i l d  a n d  a d u l t  c a r e  l i c e n s i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  
r e v i e w  c r i m i n a l  h i s t o r i e s  o f  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a g e d  1 6  a n d  o l d e r ,  w h o  i s  s e e k i n g  e i t h e r  a  c a r e  
l i c e n s e ,  e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h  a  c a r e  p r o v i d e r ,  o r  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  h o m e  o f  a  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  s e e k i n g  
l i c e n s u r e .

C r i m i n a l  h i s t o r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  1 8  i s  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  
S a f e t y  I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k ,  b u t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  J u v e n i l e  J u s t i c e  ( D J J ) .
Y e t  d u e  t o  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  m a y  r e l e a s e  c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  
s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n s  t o  o n l y  a  f e w  o f  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  a g e n c i e s .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  a n  a p p l i c a n t  m a y  h a v e  a  
s o n  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  h o m e  w h o  i s  a  c o n v i c t e d  c h i l d  m o l e s t e r  c o u l d  b e  k e p t  f r o m  a  l i c e n s i n g  a g e n c y  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ’ s  a u t h o r i t y  to  r e l e a s e  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n .

T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  c l e a r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  a l l  
c h i l d  a n d  a d u l t  c a r e  l i c e n s i n g  a g e n c i e s  a c c e s s  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e l i n q u e n c y  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h i s  w i l l  
h e l p  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  s u i t a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  w e l l  a s  h e l p  e n s u r e  q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e  a n d  
s a f e t y  c o n c e r n s  a r e  m e t  f o r  e v e r y  c l i e n t  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n  a  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  o r  p r o g r a m .



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R e v is io n  D a te /T im e  (N o te  if c o rre c tio n ) : 2/21/2002 3:24 pm__________
T itle : D ISCLOSURE O F  JUVENILE DELINQUENCY INFORMATION TO 

LICENSING'AGENCIES

D ep t. A ffe c te d ;________
'B R U :

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
( ) Publish Date:

SB  295

H e a l th  & S o c ia l  S e r v i c e s
Ju v en ile  Ju s tic e

C o m p o n e n t :  P robation  S e rv ic es
S p o n s o r :
R e q u e s to r :

KELLY
SENATE(HES) C o m p o n e n t  N u m b e r :  2134

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
N o te : A m o u n ts  d o  n o t  in c lu d e  in f la tio n  u n l e s s  o th e rw is e  n o te d  b e low .
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S FY  2003 FY  2004 FY  2005 FY  2006 FY  2007 FY  2008
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s
T ra v e l
C o n t r a c tu a l
S u p p l i e s
E q u ip m e n t
L a n d  & S t r u c tu r e s
G r a n t s  & C la im s
M is c e l la n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  | | |

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( 0 ) |

F U N D  S O U R C E ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla rs)
1002 F e d e r a l  R e c e ip t s
1003 G F  M a tc h
1004 G F
1005 G F / P ro g ra m  R e c e ip t s
1037 G F /M en ta l H e a l th
O th e r  ( S p e c ify  T y p e - d o  n o t a b b r e v ia '  )

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a t e  o t  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY2002) c o s t :
C h e c k  t h i s  b o x  (X) i f  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h i s  b ill i s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  FY  2003 b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l :

P O S IT IO N S
Full- tim e
P a r t- tim e
T e m p o ra ry

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
While our administrative staff may have to compile information and transmit it to DEED, Senior Services, 
etc., we do not anticipate a significant fiscal impact with the p ^sa g e of this bill.

P r e p a r e d  by: 
D iv is io n
A p p ro v e d  by: 
A g e n c y

(Rov 2/7/2001 OMB)

Susan M. Taylor, Administrative Manager
Juvenile Justice_______________________
E lm e r  A . L in d s tro m , D e p u ty  C o m m is s io n e r  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  & S o c ia l  S e r v i c e s ________

Phone 4 6 5 -2 2 1 2
D a te/T im e  02 /2 1 /2 0 0 2  

D a te  0 2 /2 3 /2 0 0 2

For distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
Page 1 of 1_



Date o f Committee Action:

The H E A LT H . ED U C A T IO N  AND SO C IA L  SERV ICES Committee considered: SB 295

^ l O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O ^

(7)
Dale Referred to Committee: April 18,2002 FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary

SENATE  B IL L  NO . 295 L 1C E N S IN G :D ISC L 0S U R E  OF  M IN O R S  RECO RD S

"An Act relating to the disclosure o f information regarding delinquent minors to certain licensing agencies; and 
providing for an effective date."

Recommends it be replaced w ith  CS__________________________________ (________) [ ] Same Title [ ] New Title
F o r  S en ate  B il l s  with new tit le : /  ]  T e c h n ic a l T itle /  ]  New T it le : H C R ________

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral t o _____________ Committee
[ ] Letter o f  In ten t_______________Committee

List of 
Abbrev. 
for
Depts.:
A D M
CED
CO R
C R T
EED
D EC
DFG
G O V
HSS
L A A
L A W
L W F
M V A
DNR
DPS
R E V
D O T
U A

PREVIOUS F ISC A L  N OTES
List bv Deptfs): FN# Fiscal Indct. Zero
HSS J . y.

NEW F ISC A L NOTES
*For Chief Clerk’s Office Use Only

List by Dcptfs): *FN# Fiscal Indct. Zero
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R ep resen ta tiv e  Fred D yson, C hairm an
H ealth , E duca tion  a n d  Social Services C o m m ittee

FROM : S ena to r G ary  W ilken 

DATE: A pril 18, 2002

RE: S enate  Bill 302 -  M ental H ealth  P rofessionals

I respec tfu lly  req u e st th a t Senate Bill 302, Mental Health Professionals, be 
sch ed u led  fo r a h e a rin g  before the H ouse  H ea lth , E ducation , a n d  Social Services 
C om m ittee .

S enate  Bill 302 recog n izes the g ro w th  in the clinical m en ta l h e a lth  p rofession  and  
b ro ad en s the d e fin ition  to include all qu alified  m en ta l h ea lth  exports. A m ore 
inclusive m en ta l health  professional de fin ition  increases the capac ity  of A laska 's 
m en ta l h e a lth  system  to p ro tec t o u r y o u th  a n d  a d u lts  w h o  a re  ex perienc ing  acute 
psych ia tric  crisis in  o u r com m unities .

T h ank  you  fo r y o u r co op era tion  and  assistance  in sch ed u lin g  a  hearing .

H o m e  o f  th e  
lin iv iT s i ty  o f  A la s k a
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Sponsor Statem ent 
CS for SB 302 (JUD) -  M ental H ealth Professional D efinition

C o m m ittee  S u b stitu te  fo r Senate Bill 302 (JUD) recognizes the g ro w th  in the 
clinical m en ta ' health  p ro fession  an d  b ro ad en s the "m en ta l h ea lth  professional" 
defin ition  to include (!) a licensed clinical social w ork er, (2) a licensed  m arita l 
an d  fam ily  th erap ist, a n d  (3) a licensed  professional co un se lo r. T he cu rre n t T itle 
47 defin itio n  w as w ritten  in 1981 p rio r to th e  p assage  of A lask a 's  licensing 
req u irem e n ts  go v ern in g  these m aste r level m en ta l h ea lth  clinicians.

A m ore  inclusive m en ta l h ea lth  p rofessional de fin itio n  increases the capacity  of 
the A lask a 's  m en ta l health  system  to p ro tec t o u r y o u th  a n d  a d u lts  w ho  are  
ex p erienc ing  acu te  psych iatric  crisis in  o u r co m m un ities . T o day , n o t en o u g h  
m enta l h e a lth  p ro fessionals are  au th o rize d  u n d e r  th e  c u rre n t de fin ition  to 
re sp o n d  to  so m e critical public  safety  s itua tions , p a rticu la rly  in  ru ra l A laska. 
A nd y e t there  a re  h u n d re d s  of licensed p rofessionals w ho  are  qua lified  to a id  
these M askans, b u t canno t, as they  do  n o t fall w ith in  th e  c u rre n t s ta tu to ry  
defin ition . C om m ittee  S ubstitu te  fo r S enate Bill 302 (JUD) recognizes this 
p ro b lem  a n d  u p d a te s  the Title 47 defin ition .

T he ex p a n d e d  "m en ta l health  p ro fessional" defin ition , as s ta ted  in C om m ittee  
S u b stitu te  fo r S enate Bill 302 (JUD), increases the n u m b e r  of tra in ed  professionals 
w ho  w ill be:

• A llow ed to p ro v id e  m ental h ea lth  tre a tm en t fo r p riso n ers
•  A u th o rized  to ev a lua te  ch ild ren  an d  m ino rs in cu sto d y  to 

d e te rm in e  p lacem en t in residen tia l tre a tm en t cen ters
•  R equ ired  to re p o rt inciden ts of h a rm  to vu ln e rab le  a d u lts
• A llow ed to  co n d u c t civil co m m itm en t ev a lu a tio n s

1 respec tfu lly  re q u e s t y o u r considera tion  an d  su p p o r t fo r S enate  Bill 302.

Home o f I lie
University ol AI;isk;i
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Psych. Assoc. c s w iUFT L p c

Educa tion
Ph.D. from program 
approved by Board

MA from program approved 
by the Board

MA from program 
approved by the Board

MA from a Regional 
Accrediting agency (Specifies 

course work)

MA from a National or Regional 
Accrediting Agency (60 total 

graduate hours)

No Im p rope r 
C o n d u c to r 

in ves tig a tio n s in 
o th e r sta tes

Not engaged in 
dishonorable conduct

Not engaged in 
dishonorable conduct O f good moral character

Has not engaged in conduct 
that is grounds for 

disciplinary sanctions

Not under investigation in this or 
another jurisdiction, & has not 
had any license suspended or 

revoked
m - : P & .

Post G raduate 
Superv ised 
Experience 1 year 2 years 2 years or 3000 nours

1500 clinical contact hours, 
100 hours o f individual 
supervision, 100 hours of 

group supervision

3000 hours of clinical contact, 
1000 hours o f face to face 

counseling, 100 hrs face to face 
supervision

;-/ v
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P ro fess iona l
r, cReferences

5 required by 
regulation 2 required by regulation } 3

1 verification of supervised 
experience & fitness

2 references and 1 verification of 
employment for 2 years

.

Practice De fin itions Diagnosis
Treatment

Emotional/Mental
Disorders

Individual group

Dependent on 
experience

and training

Diagnosis 
Treatment 

Mental & Emotional 
Disorders 

Individuals, families, 
groups, communities

Diagnosis 
Treatment 

Mental & Emotional 
Disorders

Individuals, families, groups

Diagnosis
Treatment

Mental & Emotional Disorders 
Individual, group, and 

organizations
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How the Initial Civil Commitment Evaluation for Ex Parte Works 
When a person experiencing a mental health crisis needs an evaluation for possible 
admittance to a mental health hospital, a “mental health professional” (MHP) is called in 
to conduct an evaluation. The goal o f the evaluation is to determine i f  the person has a 
mental illness, and as a result, is suicidal, homicidal or “gravely disabled”. I f  the MHP 
determines that the person fits these criteria, and the indivic.ual refuses voluntary 
hospitalization, a call is placed to a consulting psychiatrist or physician. If  the consulting 
psychiatrist or physician concurs with the evaluation that the person is at dire risk, the 
MHP contacts a judge, who hearing the results o f  the evaluation makes the decision 
whether or not to involuntarily commit the individual to a 72-hour hold. While 
hospitalized, a psychiatrist examines the person. I f  there continues to be sufficient risk o f 
harm, there is a court hearing for extended commitment. At anytime during this process if  
the person no longer meets commitment criteria, they are released.

Current Definition
The current definition included every discipline o f mental health practition ~ at the time:
licensed psychiatrist or physician,
licensed clinical psychologist or licensed psychological,
registered nurse with a master’s degree in psychiatric nursing,
or any kind o f  social worker with a m aster’s degree and experience.

Since the statute was written in 1981, the nation and Alaska have been licensing Clinical 
Social W orkers (LCSW), Licensed Marital and Family Therapists (LMFT) and Licensed 
Professional Counselors (LPC).

To do an ex parte eval you m u s t  work in a hospital or State funded mental health center. 
Across the state, there are approximately 140 mental health clinicians doing emergency 
services evaluations. In reality, only half o f these clinicians fit the current definition.

Under current statute there is a legal precedent for having unlicensed, social workers with 
experience do evaluations. SB302 would include master’s level clinicians who are 
experienced, but also supervised and working toward licensure.

•  LM FTs, LPCs and LCSWs are clinically qualified to serve these needs.
• Including all licensed mental health disciplines and requiring that unlicensed 

clinicians hold a master’s degree, be experienced, supervised and working toward 
licensure, enlarges the pool o f MFIPs who must meet legislatively mandated standards 
o f education, experience and professionalism to qualify for one o f the 140 present 
emergency services positions. P e o p le  w h o  d o  n o t  h o ld  o n e  o f  th e s e  j o b s  c a n n o t  d o  
c iv i l  c o m m it m e n t  e v a lu a t io n s .  A j u d g e  m a k e s  t h e  d e c is io n  a b o u t  c o m m it m e n t .

SB302--Changing the Definition of Mental Health Professional

Provided by the Department of Health and Social Services



In itia l C ivil C om m itm en t fo r Ex Parte

1. Person experiences a mental health crisis and needs an evaluation for possible adm ittance 
to a mental health hospital.

2. A "mental health professional" is called in to conduct an ex parte evaluation.

3. The evaluator m ust work in a hospital (a doctor or psychiatrist) or be employed at a state- 
funded community mental health center.

4. The evaluation is to determine if the person has a mental illness and, as a result, is suicidal, 
homicidal or "gravely disabled", each of these criteria require there to be an indication of 
real, imminent risk. Examples of "grave disability" are an individual who stops eating and  
is near starvation because they hear voices that say someone has poisoned the food, or they 
are so delusional that they are at risk of freezing to death because they have no awareness 
of their bodies needs for survival.

5. If the mental health professional determines the person fits this criteria and the individual 
refuses voluntary hospitalization, a call is placed to a consulting psychiatrist or physician.

6. If the consulting psycniatrist or physician concurs that the person is at risk, the m ental 
health professional contacts a judge.

7. Upon hearing the results of the evaluation, tire judge makes the decision as to whether o r 
not there is sufficient criteria to initiate an ex parte hold of the individual for up to 72-hours 
for purposes of obtaining a full psychiatric evaluation done by a psychiatrist.

8. If there continues to be sufficient risk of harm, a court hearing is held to determine the 
appropriateness for a civil commitment.

9. Anytime throughout this process if the person no longer meets the commitment criteria, 
the individual is released from the hospital.

M en ta l H ea l th  P ro fess iona l

C u r re n t  D e f in i t io n  SB 302 N ew  D e f in i t io n

1. Licensed Psychiatrist 1. Licensed Psychiatrist
2. Licensed Physician 2. Licensed Physician
3. Licensed Clinical Psychologist 3. Licensed Clinical Psychologist
4. Licensed Psychological Associate 4. Licensed Psychological Associate
5. Registered Nurse with a Master's 5. Registered Nurse with a Master's

Degree in Psychiatric Nursing Degree in Psychiatric Nursing
6. Any Type of Social Worker with a 6. Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Master's Degree and Experience 7. Licensed Marital and Family Therapist
8. Licensed Professional Counselors
9. Master-level clinician, with experience,
under supervision and seeking licensure

Provided by the Department of Health and Social Services



March 14, 2002

Senator Gary Wilken
Room 514
Alaska Senate Office Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: SB 302

Dear Senator Wilken:

I wish to strongly recommend the inclusion o f  Licensed Professional Counselors 
(LPC) in the definition o f  “mental health professional” as discussed in SB 302.

Licensed Professional Counselors in the State o f  Alaska are required to have a 
minimum o f  a M aster’s Degree in counseling, have completed a  certain number 
o f  supervised hours as a counselor and pass a nationally recognized exam. 
Additionally, Licensed Professional Counselors are required to annually complete 
professional development courses to maintain license currency in the State o f  
Alaska.

Our national organization, the American Counseling Association, defines 
Professional Counselors as: “An employee o f  or independent contractor for an 
institution ... whose official responsibilities include counseling to the members o f  
the institution’s community and who is functioning within the scope o f  his/her 
license or certification...”

Licensed Professional Counselors in the State o f  Alaska currently meet standards 
similar to all o f  the other professions included in SB 302; they also provide 
similar professional health care services.

Thank You,
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T h e m
The Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority

March 1,2002

The Honorable Gary Wilken 
Alaska Sens+e 
State Capitol, Room 514 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilken:

I am writing to you to thank you for your sponsorship o f SB302, the bill to change the 
definition of mental health professionals (MHP). The Trust supports updating the 
definition to include all the licensed mental health professions and experienced 
practitioners seeking licensure. The proposed definition increases access to vital, often 
lifesaving services for the beneficiaries o f the Trust In recent years we have been privy 
to many anecdotal reports of beneficiaries suffering hardships and indignities due to the 
lack of services in rural and urban locations. Service providers speak to the difficulties o f 
meeting the current MHP definition requirements for hiring staff.

The Trust is actively supportive of addressing the recruitment and retention issues that 
impact Alaska’s health care professions and providers that sav e  the needs o f Alaska’s 
youth and adults who are experiencing acute psychiatric crisis in our communities, who 
protect and safeguard vulnerable adults from harm, and who treat mentally ill adults in 
correctional facilities. We understand that this definition change increases the pool from 
which professionals can be hired by over 40% of licensed practitioners, and significantly 
more who are currently working toward licensure.

Executive Director

Ccr Board of Trustees

SSO West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1820 ■ Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Telephone: (907) 269-7960 • Fax:(907)269-7966



A L A S K A  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  B O A R D

T O N Y  K N O W L E S , G O V E R N O R  431 N. Franklin, S u ite  200
S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A  Juneau, A laska  99801

Office: (907) 465-3071  
F ax: (907) 465-3079

February 28, 2002

The Honorable Gary Wilken 
Alaska Senate 
State Capitol, Room 514 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilken:

The Alaska Mental Health Board (AMFIB) wishes to convey to you its position on SB 
302. As the entity tasked by state law with planning, evaluation, and advocacy for public 
mental health services in Alaska, the AMHB works regularly and closely with a wide 
range ot stakeholders in that system. The Board considered ‘he issues prompting the bill 
and agrees with the Department o f Health and Social Services that the time is ripe to 
update the statutoiy definition o f a mental health professional, f  he benefits o f  increasing 
the pool o f  licensed professionals that meet professional standards are clear. Civil 
commitment based on mental health issues is a serious matter. The State’s responsibility 
to ensure that the professionals that perform the evaluations that initiate the commitment 
process are qualified to do so seems clear to us. The current situation under which 
evaluations in many cases must be conducted by providers that cannot be licensed 
because they are not defined as mental health professionals should be rectified.

The AMHB appreciates your willingness to sponsor this needed legislation. Please let us 
know if  we can assist as the bill makes its way through the Legislature. Thank you for 
this opportunity to comment.

Respectfully,

Is/ Richard Rainery

Richard Rainery 
Executive Director



SB 302

S ubject: SB 302
D ate: Sun, 24 Feb 2002 08:16:22 -0800 (PST)

F rom : Sally Donaldson <sallyannbd@ yahoo.com>
To: Senator_Gary_W ilken@ legis.state.ak.us

S e n a to r  W ilk in ,

P le a se  su p p o rt SB302, a s  i t  in c lu d e s  l ic e n s e d  
p r o f e s s io n s 1 c o u n s e lo rs , m a r i ta l  and fa m ily  t h e r a p i s t s  
and c l i n i c a l  s o c ia l  w orkers under th e  term  "m ental 
h e a l th  p r o f e s s io n a l " .

T h is  b i l l  w i l l  e n a b le  q u a l i f i e d ,  l ic e n s e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  
m en ta l h e a l th  c a re  p r o v id e r s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  r u r a l  
A lask a , to  c a re  more in c lu s iv e ly  f o r  th o se  who need 
s e r v i c e s .

Thank you fo r  y o u r a t t e n t i o n  to  t h i s  im p o rta n t m a t te r .

S in c e re ly ,
S a l ly  D onaldson, LPC, School C ounselor 
Juneau

Do You Yahoo!?
Yahoo! S p o r ts  -  C overage o f th e  2002 Olympic Games 
h t t p : / / s p o r t s .y a h o o . com

mailto:sallyannbd@yahoo.com
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us
http://sports.yahoo.com


Please support SB302

S ubject: Please su p p o rt SB302
D ate: Tue, 19 Feb 2002 23:27:58 EST 

F rom : CathrynMFS@aol.com
To: Senator_Gary_Wilken@ legis.state.ak.us

D ear S e n a to r  W ilken:

T am a l ic e n s e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  co u n se lo r  w orking in  A nchorage. SB302 w i l l  
p ro v id e  A laskans w ith  b e t t e r ,  more a c c e s s ib le  m ental h e a l th  c a re  by 
a u th o r iz in g  p r o f e s s io n a l s  w ith  th e  p ro p e r  t r a in in g  to  p refo rm  c i v i l  
commitments and o th e r  n e c e s s a ry  s e r v ic e s .  I t  a ls o  p ro v id e s  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  to  
th e  p u b lic  t h a t  th e s e  c r i t i c a l  fu n c tio n s  a re  c a r r i e d  o u t in  an e th i c a l  and 
e f f e c t i v e  manner. R ural a re a s  in  p a r t i c u l a r  a re  in  g r e a t  need of 
p r o f e s s io n a l  s e rv ic e s  and th e s e  s e rv ic e s  a re  c u r r e n t ly  b e in g  l im i te d  by 
o u td a te d  l e g i s l a t i o n .  P le a se  su p p o rt A laskans by su p p o r tin g  SB302 and 
w orking fo r  i t s  speedy p a ssa g e .

Thank you,
C athryn  Simon
12320 T racy  R d ., A pt. A
A nchorage, AK 99516

mailto:CathrynMFS@aol.com
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us


SB 302

S ubject: SB 302
D ate: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 14:31:11 -0900 

F rom : "Judith Anrie Morotti" <jm orotti@ northstar.kl2.ak.us>
To: Senator_Gary_W ilken@ legis.state.ak.us

D ear S e n a to r  W ilken,
I w r i te  to  u rge  you to  su p p o rt SB 302. I t  i s  im p o rta n t to

have
l ic e n s e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  c o u n se lo rs  a v a i la b le  f o r  a l l  

A lask an s . T h is  b i l l  p ro v id e s
A lask an s , e s p e c ia l ly  th o se  in  r u r a l  a re s  a c c e ss  to  m ental 
h e a l th  c a re .
Thank you, J u d i th  M o ro tti ,  M.Ed.

mailto:jmorotti@northstar.kl2.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us


SB302

Subject: SB302
Date: Thu, 21 Feb 2002 15:03:14 -0900 

From : Jim Lorence <jlorence@ crsd.kl2.ak.us>
To: Senator_Gary_W ilken@ legis.state.ak.us

D ear S e n a to r  W ilken: I  su p p o rt SB302 because  I see  th a t  i t  w i l l  p ro v id e  
more a c c e ss  to  m en ta l h e a l th  s e r v ic e s  in  r u r a l  A lask a . L iv in g  in  th e  
Copper R iv e r a re a ,  i t  i s  o f te n  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  p eop le  to  g e t  in to  p la c e s  
l i k e  Matsu o r  A nchorage to  o b ta in  th e  s e r v ic e s  th e y  need . T h is  b i l l ,  by 
re c o g n iz in g  a l l  c l i n i c a l  m enta l h e a l th  d i s c ip l in e s  as b e in g  v a l id  f o r  
c a r ry in g  o u t im p o rta n t s e r v ic e s ,  w i l l  make i t  much e a s i e r  f o r  p eo p le  in  
ou r a re a  to  a c c e s s  th e  m enta l h e a l th  s e r v ic e s  th ey  need .

S in c e re ly ,

Jim  L orence, G uidance C o u n se lo r, Copper R iv e r School D i s t r i c t

mailto:jlorence@crsd.kl2.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us


SB 302 / Please Support

Subject: SB 302 /  Please S u p p o rt
D ate: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 09:50:59 -0900 

F rom : "Shawn Marsh" <shaw n_t _marsh@hotmail.com> 
To: Senator_Gary_Wilken@leg.: vstate.ak.us

Senator V, ilken,

I am writing today to respectfully encourage you to support SB 302. This bill advocates a change in the 
definition o f  "mental health professional" to include a variety o f wen tjiialified occupational groups in 
Alaska. As a lifelong Alaskan and National Certified Counselor (NCC), I believe this change is clearly 
in the best interest o f consumers (e.g. provides improved access to qualified professionals) and clinicians 
(e.g. increased accountability).

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Shawn Marsh, M.Ed. 

National Certified Counselor 

Menial Health Clinician 

Fairbanks, Alaska 

(907)488-8230

Chat with friends online, try M SN Messenger: Click Here

mailto:_marsh@hotmail.com


SB302

Subject: SB302
Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2002 22:13:42 -0900 

From : "Kelly Seman" <kellyseman@ hotmail.coin> 
To: Senator_Gary_W ilken@ legis.sta;e.ak.us

Dear Senator W ilkens -

I would like to express m y support for SB302 which will broaden the definition o f a "Mental Health 
Professional" in the state o f  Alaska. I am currently a Licensed Professional Counselor in both the state 
o f  Montana and Alaska. W hile living in Montana I worked for comm unity mental health and was 
considered a mental health professional. I conducted evaluations for involuntary comm ittm ents and 
provided crisis services. W hen I moved to the state o f  Alaska two years ago I was surprised to learn that 
the LPC was not well recognized and my skills could not be utilized because o f  this. I believe many 
jobs have remained unfilled because o f  the narrow definition o f  "Mental Health Professional", especially 
in rural areas. I hope you will consider supporting this bill. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Kelly Sem an-Ew alt, LPC #318

Get your FREE download o f M SN  Explorer at http://explorer.msn.com.

http://explorer.msn.com
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S u s i t n a  F a m i l y  S e r v i c e s
Vivian C. Finlay, M.Ed.

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist
Clinical Member: The American Association 

For Marriage & Family Therapy
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The original statutory definition for “mental health professional” (MHP) was written into 
Title 47, when psychiatrists, physicians, psychologists, master’s level psychologists 
(psychological associates) and psychiatric nurses were the only licensed mental health 
professions. At that time, master’s level social workers were not licensed, but were 
acknowledged under the definition and allowed to do civ.l commitment evaluations if 
they had “substantial experience”. Since then, the clinical mental health field has 
expanded to license social workers, marital and family therapists (MPT), and professional 
counselors (LPC).

In addition to the use o f  the mental health professional definition for persons evaluating 
adults in acute psychiatric crisis and facing mental health commitment, the definition also 
applies to those working with incarcerated adults with mental illnesses, youth in the 
custody o f  the Divisions o f  Family and Youth Services or Juvenile Justice, and with 
vulnerable adults in a variety o f  health care settings.

Licensing these professional mental health clinicians is critical to the public safety, and to 
hold accountable people working with vulnerable populations. Today, there are not 
enough people within the current definition o f  a mental health professional licensed to do 
this work. At the same time, there are hundreds o f  licensed professionals who do not fall 
within the current definition and cannot do the work.

This bill changes the definition o f  MHP to acknowledge the licensing o f  clinical social 
workers (LCSW ), MFTs and LPCs, and makes provisions for those working toward 
licensure. By including experienced master’s level clinicians working toward licensure, 
the bill also increases the capacity o f  our mental health system to protect Alaska’s youth 
and adults who are experiencing acute psychiatric crisis in our communities, to protect 
and safeguard vulnerable adults from harm, and to treat mentally ill adults who are 
incarcerated.

Changing the definition o f  MHP would increase the number o f  trained professionals 
working in the field who are:

□ required to report incidents o f  harm to vulnerable adults;

□ allowed to provide mental health treatment to prisoners;

□ authorized to evaluate children and minors in custody for appropriateness to 
be placed in secure residential treatment centers;

□ eligible to work in one o f the 140 jobs at community mental health centers 
where emergency evaluations are done on individuals experiencing a crisis, to 
determine suicidality, homocidality and grave disability in preparation for a 
ju d g e’s decision on appropriateness for mental health civil commitment to a 
hospital in Fairbanks, Anchorage or Juneau.
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Subject: S ponso r SB302
D ate: M on, 25 Feb 2002 08:35:28 -0900 

From : "Lynn Patem a" <lypatema@acsalaska.net> 
To: <Senator_Gary_W ilken@ legis.state.ak.us>

February 23, 2002

Dear Senator Wilken:

Please sponsor SB302. I strongly support his bill, because the original statutory definition for “mental 
health professional” (M HP) was written into Title 47, when psychiatrists, physicians, psychologists, 
master’s level psychologists (psychological associates) and psychiatric nurses were the only licensed 
mental health professions. At that time, m aster’s level social workers were not licensed, but were 
acknowledged under the definition and allowed to do civil commitment evaluations if  they had 
“substantial experience”. Since then, the clinical mental health field has expanded to license social 
workers, marital and family therapists (MFT), and professional counselors (LPC).

In addition to the use o f  the mental health professional definition for persons evaluating adults in acute 
psychiatric crisis and facing mental health commitment, the definition also applies to those working with 
incarcerated adults with mental illnesses, youth in the custody o f the Divisions o f  Fam ily and Youth 
Services or Juvenile J ustice, and with vulnerable adults in a variety o f  health care settings.

Licensing these professional mental health clinicians is critical to the public safety, and to hold 
accountable people working with vulnerable populations. Today, there are not enough people within the 
current definition o f  a mental health professional licensed to do this work. At the same time, there are 
hundreds o f  licensed professionals who do not fall within the current definition and cannot do the work.

This bill changes the definition o f  MHP to acknowledge the licensing o f clinical social workers 
(LCSW), MFTs and LPCs, and makes provisions for those working toward licensure. By including 
experienced m aster’s level clinicians working toward licensure, the bill also increases the capacity o f  our 
mental health system to protect Alaska’s youth and adults who are experiencing acute psychiatric crisis 
in our communities, to protect and safeguard vulnerable adults from harm, and to treat mentally ill adults 
who are incarcerated.

Changing the definition o f  MHP would increase the number o f trained professionals working in die field 
who are:

mailto:lypatema@acsalaska.net
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us


Sponsor SB302

□ required to report incidents o f harm to vulnerable adults;

□ allowed to provide mental health treatment to prisoners;

□ authorized to evaluate children and minors in custody for appropriateness to be placed in 
secure residential treatment centers;

□ eligible to work in one o f  the 140 jobs at comm unity mental health centers w here 
emergency evaluations are done on individuals experiencing a crisis.

□ ju d g e’s decision on appropriateness for mental health civil commitment to a hospital in 
Fairbanks, Anchorage or Juneau.

I am the President-elect o f  the Alaska Counseling Association and a family therapist who works w ith 
families at risk o f  loosing their children because o f  neglect and abuse. I daily realize the tremendous 
help I and m y m ental health colleagues provide for A lask a’s families and children. Please sponsor 
SB302.

Thank you,

Lynn S. Patem a, M S, LPC 

Family Therapist
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Robert,D, Schults 
3406 Glacier Rwy 
Juneau, AK 99801

&
9.  '• " ' • I  I,» 

• 'y .  4. ;<'•w.VAj.r .n .jfciW A,
pk-'Wtf,-

March 4,2002

’■A-*

•i-

Re: SB302

Dear Senator Wilkins; j

This letter is written in strong support o f the additio^ o f marital and family therapists 
licensed by the Board of Mental Health and Family Therapy, Professional 
Counselors licensed by the board of Professional Counselors, Clinical Social 
Workers licensed by the Board of Social Work Examiners and a person with a 
Masters DegTee in the field of Mental Health and who has at least 24 months o f post 

;*;%m$ters, working experience in the field o f Mental Illness, who is in the process o f 
;;';^''4u0fying for licensure by a board named above and who is working under the 

of a type o f license listed in SB 302 to be able to be listed as Mental 
Professionals under the statute.

Thia’'^fi';¥ecognize the people’s skills and ability for help, get the work done which 
'^ p ^ S & h n c n ta l health professional such as relating to the evaluation of prisoners 

'M tf rm a y  need psychological or psychiatric treatment for the purpose o f statutes 
' •i$a$gig; to the evaluation of children in need o f aid and delinquent minors who may 

be confined in a secure residential psychiatric treatment center or who 
be released from such a center, for the purpose o f statutes requiring certain 

professionals to report the possibility that a vulnerable adult has been abused or 
neglected, and for the purpose o f statutes relating to mental health civil 
commitments.

Thank you for your interest in this matter 

Respectfully,

Robert D. Schults, MD
Psychiatrist



two bills currently in process

Subject: two bills currently in process
Date: Fri, 1 Mar 2002 17:01:44 -0900 (AKST)

From: Dan and Ann Swift <dswift@ptialaska.net>
To: Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us

D ear Gary,
I am w r i t in g  you about two b i l l s  c u r r e n t ly  under c o n s id e ra t io n  in  

th e  L e g is la tu r e .
SB 302 - Thank you fo r  in tro d u c in g  t h i s  b i l l .  As a p u b lic  member of 

th e  l i c e n s in g  board  fo r  m a r i ta l  and fam ily  t h e r a p i s t s ,  I  see  th e  need fo r  
expanding  th e  d e f in i t i o n  o f m ental h e a l th  p r o f e s s io n a l .  As you a re  p ro b a b ly  
aw are, th e r e  i s  a g r e a t  sh o rta g e  o f  m ental h e a l th  p r o f e s s io n a l s  in  t h i s  
s t a t e  and, u n fo r tu n a te ly ,  no sh o rta g e  o f p eo p le  w ith  m ental h e a l th  p rob lem s.

I have seen  th e  c a re  w ith  which ou r board  s c r u t i n i z e s  a l l  
a p p l ic a t io n s  f o r  l ic e n s u re  and th e  p ro c e ss  o f su p e rv iso n  fo r  th o se  who have 
n o t y e t  had s u f f i c i e n t  hours o f p r a c t ic e  to  be l ic e n s e d .  (M arita l and fam ily  
t h e r a p i s t s  a re  m ental h e a l th  p r o f e s s io n a l s ,  n o t sim p ly  m arriag e  c o u n se lo rs . 
An a p p l ic a n t  f o r  l ic e n s u re  must have a m aste rs  o r  d o c to ra te  deg ree  in  a 
m en ta l h e a l th  f i e l d ,  as w ell as  th re e  y e a rs  o f p r a c t i c e ,  su p e rv ise d  by an 
a c c e d i te d  s u p e r v is o r .)  By in c lu d in g  in  t h i s  b i l l  th o se  "working under th e  
su p e rv iso n  o f  a . . . l i c e n s e e ,"  more p eop le  l i k e l y  w i l l  be a b le  to  a c c e ss  
th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  m ental h e a l th  p r o f e s s io n a l s .

SB 182 - I  u rge you to  v o te  a g a in s t  t h i s  b i l l .  I t  would c e r t a in ly  
im pact th e  most v u ln e ra b le  A lask an s . C u ttin g  funds to  h e lp  th e  po o r, e ld e r ly  
and d is a b le d  would n o t l i k e l y  save much m oney--and th e  l i t t l e  th e  s t a t e  
m ight save  would seem a l o t  to  th o se  a f f e c te d  by th e  c u ts .

Thank you, Ann S w ift
3181 A ro lla  Ave.
F a irb an k s , AK 99709

mailto:dswift@ptialaska.net
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The H EA LTH , EDU CATION AND SO C IA L SERV ICES C om m ittee considered: CSSB 302(JUD1

CS FO R  SENATE B IL L  NO. 302(JUD) M EN TA L H E A L TH  PRO FESSIO N A LS
"An Act defining the term  'm ental health professional' fo r the purpose o f sta tu tes rela ting  to th e  evaluation of 
prisoners who m ay need psychological o r  psychiatric trea tm en t, fo r the purpose o f sta tu tes rela ting  to the 
evaluation o f children  in need of aid and delinquent m inors who m ay need to be confined in a secure residential 
psychiatric trea tm en t center o r  who should be released from  such a center, fo r the purpose o f sta tu tes requiring  
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Interim:
600 East Railroad Avenue 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
(907) 376-3370 
(907) 376-3157 Fax

Session: 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(907)465-6600 

(907) 465-3805 Fax

S e n a t e  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e

S e n a t o r  L y d a  G r e e n , C h a i r

April 24, 2002

TO: Fred Dyson, Chair
House, Health Education and Social Services Committee

FROM: Senator Lyda Green, Chair —  •£>--
Senate, Health Education and Social Services Committee

RE: Hearing Request SB 342

Senate Bill 342, “An Act relating to the long term care ombudsman” has been referred to 
the House Health Education and Social Services Committee.
Please consider this my request to schedule a hearing on SB 342 at the earliest 
opportunity.
If you have any questions please call Jeiry at 3579. Thank you for your consideration.

Sen a to r  L o r en  L e m a n , V ice-C ha ir  
Sen a to r  J er r y  W a r d , S en a to r  G ary  W ilk e n , S en a to r  B e t t y e  D avis



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Interim:
6t)0 East Railroad Avenue 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
(907) 376-3370 
(907) 376-3157 Fax

Session: 
Slate Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(907)465-6600 

(907) 465-3805 Fax

SENATOR LYDA GREEN
S E N A T E  D IS T R IC T  N

Sponsor Statement 
CS Senate Bill 342

Long-Term  C are O m budsm an

Each state is required to have a long term care ombudsman under the Older Americans 
Act. A laska’s long-term care ombudsman is located in the Alaska Mental Health Trust 
Authority. Recently, the long term care ombudsman resigned, citing frustration with 
Alaska’s statutes as one of the reasons for leaving.

Discussion with the executive director of the Alaska Mental Health Trust led to the filing 
of Senate Bill 342 which brings Alaska’s statutes in line with the federal law.

Specifically, SB 342:

* directs the long teiTn care ombudsman to visit long term care facilities and 
identify problems rather than assuming the more passive role of only responding 
to complaints;

* provides that no long term care facility may deny immediate access to an 
employee c  volunteer from the long term care ombudsman’s office who is 
responding to a complaint;

* gives the long term care ombudsman an active role in developing and providing 
technical support to volunteer organizations which are interested in the health, 
safety, welfare and rights of older Alaskans

The long-term care ombudsman’s role is critical in protecting the health and safety of our 
most vulnerable older Alaskans. It is essential that we provide the office with the tools 
necessary to do this job.
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H O U SE CS F O R  CS F O R  SEN A TE B ILL NO. 342( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

O ffered :
R eferred :

Sponsor(s): SE N A TE H E A L T H , ED U C A TIO N  AND SO C IA L  SER V IC ES C O M M IT T E E

A B ILL 

F O R  AN A CT E N TIT LED

"A n Act re la ting  to the long term  care om budsm an ."

BE IT  EN A C TED  BY T H E  LE G ISL A T U R E  O F T H E  STA TE O F ALASKA.:

* Section 1. AS 47.62.015(a) is amended to read:

(a) The ombudsman shall identify, investigate3 and resolve com plaints th a t 

a re  [A COMPLAINT] made by or on behalf o f  older A laskans who reside [AN 

OLDER ALASKAN WHO RESIDES] in a long term care facility in the state if  the 

com plaints relate [COMPLAINT RELATES] to a decision, action, or failure to act 

by a provider or a representative o f  a provider o f long term care services, or by a 

public agency or social services agency, that may adversely affect the health, safety, 

welfare, or rights o f one or m ore o lder A laskans. T he om budsm an shall visit the 

residents o f long term  care facilities in the state, the residen ts ' representatives, 

and  others to identify, investigate, and  resolve com plaints covered by this 

subsection. Subject to the confidentiality  provisions o f AS 47.62.030, the 

om budsm an shall provide inform ation to public agencies reg ard in g  the problem s 

o f o lder A laskans who reside in long term  care  facilities in the sta te  [THE OLDER

WORK D R A FT  WORK D R A FT WORK D R A FT

-1- HCS CSSB 342( )
New Text: Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED)
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ALASKAN].

* Sec. 2. AS 47.62.015(b) is amended to read:

(b) The ombudsman may identify, investigate, and resolve com plaints th a t 

a re  [A COMPLAINT] made by or on behalf o f o lder A laskans related  [AN OLDER 

ALASKAN RELATING] to the long term care or residential circumstances o f one or 

m ore older A laskans [THE OLDER ALASKAN]. Complaints under this subsection 

may relate to any issue not covered under (a) o f this section, including an [TPIE] older 

Alaskan's landlord, senior citizen housing, a public assistance program, a public grant 

program for services to older Alaskans, public utilities, health care facilities, and 

health care providers.

* Sec. 3. AS 47.62.015 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

(d) The ombudsman shall analyze, comment on, and monitor the development 

and implementation o f federal, state, and local laws, rules, regulations, and policies 

with respect to the health, safety, welfare, and rights o f residents o f long term care 

facilities. The ombudsman may facilitate public comment on laws, rules, regulations, 

policies, and actions that relate to the health, safety, welfare, and rights o f  the residents 

o f long term care facilities.

(e; The ombudsman shall promote the development o f citizen organizations 

interested in the health, safety, welfare, and rights o f older Alaskans who reside in 

long term care facilities in the state.

(f) The ombudsman shall provide technical support for the development o f 

resident councils and family councils whose members are interested in protecting the 

well-being and rights o f the residents o f long term care facilities in the state.

(g) The ombudsman may schedule visits to long term care facilities to 

exchange information regarding the health, safety, welfare, and rights o f the residents.

(h) In addition to volunteers who may provide office assistance, the 

ombudsman shall recruit volunteers who, after training under AS 47.62.020 and in 

accordance with policies and procedures established by the ombudsman, may assist 

the ombudsman by

(1) informing residents o f long term care facilities, their 

representatives, and others about the rights o f the residents; and

H C S CSSB  342( ) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(2) identifying, investigating, and resolving complaints described 

under AS 47.62.015(a).

* Sec. 4. AS 47.62.025(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person may not deny access to a long term care facility or to an older 

Alaskan by the ombudsman or an employee, volunteer, or other representative o f the 

office. A person may not deny im m ediate access to a long term  care facility o r to 

an older A laskan by the om budsm an or an employee, volunteer, o r o ther 

representative o f the office between eight o 'clock in the m orning and eight o'clock 

in the evening. A person m ay not denv im m ediate access to a long term  care 

facility or to an older A laskan by the om budsm an o r an employee, volunteer, or 

o ther representative of the office between eight o'clock in the evening and eight 

o'clock in the m orning if the om budsm an or employee, volunteer, or o ther 

representative of the office

(1) has scheduled a visit w ith the o p era to r o f the facility for a time 

between eight o'clock in the evening and eight o'clock in the m orning;

(2) states th a t the pu rpose  fo r requesting  access is to investigate a 

com plain t m ade bv o r on behalf o f an older A laskan who resides in the facility 

and im m ediate access is necessary to p ro tec t the health , safety, w elfare, o r rights 

of a resident of the facility; o r

(3) states th a t an o lder A laskan o r the legal representative of an 

older A laskan has requested th a t a visit from  the office occur between eight 

o 'clock in the evening and eight o 'clock in the m orning.

-3- H C S CSSB 342( )
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



MO' W , ' ’OMIVHTTEE MICPGPT

CO
Date Referred to Committee: April 4, 20U2 

Date o f Committee Action: H4 ^ 0 ,

I UE i HER REFERRALS:

The HEAL T H , ED U C A T ION  A N D S O C IA L S ERV ICES Committee considered: CSSB  3 4 2 0 1ES)

CS FO R  SEN A TE  B IL L  NO . 342 (H E S ) L O N G  T ER M  CA RE  O M BUD SM A N

"An Act relating to the long term care o lbudsman."

Recommends it be replaced with Ufl1J5£ CS Cot' CS d r  Sfy ( Me S ) [ jx | Same Title [ ] New Title
F o r  S en a te  B il l s ivilli new  tit le : / ]  T e c hn ic a l T itle /  ]  New T it le : IJCJi________

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral t o ______________Committee
[ ] Letter o f  In ten t_______________Committee

[S ign ing  w ith recom m endations l'l intcd i.nsl Name

Lilt o f  
Abbrcv. 
for
Depts.:
ADM
CED
COR
cur
EED
DEC
DEC
GOV
I1SS
LAA
LAW
LWF
MVA

DOT
UA

NEW F ISC A L  N OTES
*For Chief Clerk’s Office Use Onl> 

*FN#kj.tb}LpcpjLs)



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

WORK D R A FT WORK D RA FT WORK D RA FT

2 2 -L S 1 5 9 1\P 
L au terb ach  

4 /3 0 /02

H O U SE CS F O R  CS F O R  SENATE B ILL NO. 342( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

O ffered :
R eferred :

Sponsor(s): SEN A TE H E A L T H , ED U C A TIO N  AND SO C IA L SER V IC ES C O M M IT T E E

A B ILL 

F O R  AN A C T EN TITLED

"A n Act relating  to the long term  care  om budsm an."

BE IT  EN A CTED  BY T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F T H E  STATE O F ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.62.015 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 47.62.015. Duties of the long term  care om budsm an, (a) The long 

term care ombudsman may, personally or through a representative o f the office,

(1) identify, investigate, and resolve complaints that are made by or on 

behalf o f older Alaskans who reside in a long term care facility in the state if  the 

complaints relate to a decision, action, or failure to act by a provider or a 

representative o f a provider o f long term care services, or by a public agency or social 

services agency, that may adversely affect the health, safety, welfare, or rights o f one 

or more older Alaskans;

(2) 'isit the residents o f long term care facilities in the state, the 

residents' representatives, and others to identify, investigate, and resolve complaints 

covered by (1) o f this subsection;

(3) subject to the confidentiality provisions o f AS 47.62.030, provide

-1- H C S CSSB 342( )
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information to public agencies regarding the problems o f older Alaskans who reside in 

long term care facilities in the state;

(4) identify, investigate, and resolve complaints that are made by or on 

behalf o f older Alaskans related to the long term care or residential circumstances o f 

one or more older Alaskans; complaints under this paragraph m ay relate to any issue 

not covered under (1) o f this subsection, including an older Alaskan's landlord, senior 

citizen housing, a public assistance program, a public grant program for services to 

older Alaskans, public utilities, health care facilities, and health care providers;

(5) analyze, comment on, and monitor the development and 

implementation o f federal, state, and local laws, rules, regulations, and policies with 

respect to the health, safety, welfare, and rights o f residents o f long term care 

facilities; the ombudsman may personally or through representatives o f the office, 

facilitate public comment on laws, rules, regulations, policies, and actions that relate 

to the health, safety, welfare, and rights of the residents o f  long term care facilities;

(6) promote the development o f citizen organizations interested in the 

health, safety, welfare, and rights o f  older Alaskans who reside in long term care 

facilities in the state;

(7) provide teclmical support for the development of resident councils 

and family councils whose members are interested in protecting the well-being and 

rights of the residents o f long term care facilities in the state;

(8) schedule visits to long term care facilities to exchange information 

regarding the health, safety, welfare, and rights o f the residents;

(9) pursue administrative, legal, or other appropriate remedies on 

behalf of an older Alaskan who resides in a long term care facility in the state.

(b) The ombudsman or an employee of the office may subpoena witnesses, 

compel their attendance, require the production o f evidence, administer oaths, and 

examine any person under oath in connection with a complaint described under (a)(1) 

o f this section. The powers described in this subsection shall be enforced by the 

superior court.

(c) In this section, "representative" means an employee or volunteer who is 

trained and certified by the ombudsman under AS 47.62.020.

IIC S CSSB 342( ) -2-
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* Sec. 2. AS 47.62.025 is amended to read:

Sec. 47.62.025. Access to long term  care facilities, o lder A laskans, and 

records, (a) A person may not deny access to a long term care facility or to an older 

Alaskan by the ombudsman or an employee, volunteer, or other representative o f the 

office. A person may not deny im m ediate access to a long term  care  facility o r to 

an older A laskan by the om budsm an or an employee, volunteer, or o ther 

rep resen ta tive  o f the office between eight o'clock in the m orn ing  and eight o'clock 

in the evening. A person m ay not deny im m ediate access to a long term  care 

facility o r to an older A laskan bv the om budsm an or an em ployee, volunteer, or 

o ther rep resen ta tive o f the office between eight o'clock in the evening and eight 

o 'clock in the m orn ing  if the om budsm an o r employee, volunteer, o r o ther 

rep resen ta tive o f the office

(11 has scheduled a visit w ith the op era to r of the  facility for a tim e 

between eight o 'clock in the evening and eight o'clock in the m orni;:g;

(2) states that the purpose for requesting access is to investigate a 

com plain t m ade by o r on behalf of an older A laskan who resides in the facility 

and im m ediate access is necessary to p ro tec t the health , safety, w elfare, o r rights 

of a resident of the facility; o r

(31 states th a t an older A laskan o r the legal representa tive of an 

o lder A laskan has requested th a t a visit from  the office occur hetween eight 

o 'clock in the evening and eight o 'clock in the m orning.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions o f  AS 47.62.015(bl [AS 47.62.015(c)(1)], 

the ombudsman may obtain medical or other records of an older Alaskan who resides 

in a long term care facility in the state only with the consent o f  the older Alaskan or 

the olde: A laskan's legal guardi .n or, if  the older Alaskan is unable or incompetent to 

consent and does not have a legal guardian, only with a court order.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Interim: I |
COO East Railroad Avenue 1 I Session:
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 State Capitol
(907)376-3370 \  y S f /  Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
(907) 376-3157 Fax (907)465-6600

(907) 465-3805 Fax

S e n a t e  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e

S e n a t o r  L y d a  G r e e n , C h a i r

To: Representative Fred Dyson, CoChair
House Health Education and Social Services Committee

From: Senator Lyda Green, C h a i r ^ ^
Senate HESS Committee

Date: April 17, 2002

Subject: Hearing Request, Senate Bill 345

Senate Bill 345, "An Act relating to medical assistance for rehabilitative services for 
certain children with disabilities; relating to agreements to pay medical assistance for 
covered services paid for or furnished to eligible children with disabilities by a school 
district; and providing for an effective date." has been referred to the Senate Finance 
Committee. This is my formal request that a hearing for SB 345 be held at the earliest 
opportunity.

A copy of the sponsor statement accompanies this request. If you have any questions 
please call Jerry at 3579.

You cooperation is appreciated.

Sen a to r  L o r en  Le m a n , V ic e-C h a ir  
Sen a to r  J er r y  W a r d , Sen a to r  G ary  W il k e n , S en a to r  B e t t y e  D avis



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Interim: I a j
600 East Railroad Avenue I I Session:
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 \ J g g S i l Slale CaPho1
(907)376-3370 \  ^ Jy  Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
(907) 376-3157 Fax <907> ^65-6600(907) 46' 1805 Fax

SENATOR LYDA GREEN
SENATE DISTRICT N

S p on sor Statem ent 
C S Senate B ill 345

Under the federal Individuals Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), school districts are 
required to provide rehabilitative services to qualifying students. Currently the federal 
government pays approximately 16% of the costs of services required by IDEA and the 
balance is paid out of the foundation formula with a mix of state and local funding. To 
the extent that these students qualify for Medicaid, federal law allows for schools to bill 
the state Medicaid program for many of these services. However, Alaska state law does 
not authorize school districts to be Medicaid providers. Senate Bill 345 authorizes the 
Alaska Department of Health and Social Services to promulgate the necessary regulations 
and to contract with school districts to reimburse the districts for rehabilitative services 
for students who qualify under the Medicaid program. Currently 42 other states fund 
school-based services through the Medicaid program.

Under the provisions o f SB 345, the school district pays the state match for the Medicaid 
services it receives. The only state cost under this bill is the cost of promulgating the 
regulations and some small administrative costs. School districts benefit by receiving the 
federal matching dollars under the Medicaid program for services that they must provide, 
regardless of how they are funded. For each school district dollar expended for these 
covered services, the school district would receive approximately $1.50 in additional 
federal dollars, which can help defray the costs of providing special education services.



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
( s  ) Publish Date:

SB 345
3/27/02

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________________
Title: SCHOOL BASED MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN WITH BRU: 

DISABILITIES

Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services
Medical Assistance

Component: Medicaid Services
Sponsor:
Requestor:

SENATE (HES) 
SENATE(HES) Component Number: 2077

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 787.5 3,937.5 7,875.0 7,875.0 7,875.0 7,875.0
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 787.5 3,937.5 7,875.0 7,875.0 7,875.0 7,875.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES j

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 0 ) !
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 458.9 2.294.4 4,588.8 4,588.8 4,588.8 4,588.8
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
1108 Stat Desig 328.6 1,643.1 3,286.2 3,286.2 3,286.2 3,286.2

TOTAL 787.5 3,937.5 7,875.0 7,875.0 7,875.0 7,875.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill would enable school districts to bill Medicaid for services provided to Medicaid-eligible children 
in special education programs. Districts would reimburse the Department of Health and Social Sen/ices 
for the state match required. There would be no net increase in state general fund match for Medicaid 
(see related fiscal note for administrative costs).

See attached page for assumptions.

Prepared oy:
Division
Approved by:
Agency

(ROV2/7/2U01 OMB)

COMMITTEE COPY

Jon Sherwood_____________________________________ Phone 465-3355_________
Medical Assistance  Date/Time 03/05/2002________
Elmer A. Lindstrom, Deputy Commissioner________________  Date 03/06/2002________
Department of Health & Social Services__________________

For distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
P ag e  1 of 2___



FISCAL NOTE

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Assumptions:

Alaska school districts provide approximately $45 million in special education support services annually.

Approximately 35 percent of children receiving special education services are eligible for Medicaid.

At full implementation, approximately 50 percent of special education support services provided to 
Medicaid eligible children will qualify for Medicaid reimbursement; the remainder will fall outside of 
Medicaid service definitions or will be provided by smaller districts who choose not to bill Medicaid.

Legislation will be fully implemented by FY 05. FY 03 Medicaid service expenditures will be 10 percent 
of FY 05 expenditures. FY 04 expenditures will be 50 percent of FY 05 expenditures.

Federal share of Medicaid Service expenditures will be 58.27 percent.

School districts will reimburse the Department for the state match (shown as statutory designated 
program receipts).

Cost of Services under full implementation:

FY 05 @ $45,000.0 x 35% x 50% = $7,875.0.
FY 06 @ $45,000.0 X 35% X 50% = $7,875.0.
FY 07 @ $45,000.0 X 35% X 50% = $7,875.0.
FY 08 @ $45,000.0 X 35% X 50% = $7,875.0.

Start-up years:

FY 03 @ 10% of FY 05 = $ 787.5 
FY 04 @ 50% of FY 05 = $3,937.5

BILL NO. SB 345
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_________________
T itle : SCHO OL BASED MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN WITH 

DISABILITIES----------------------------------------------

Dept. Affected: 
'BRU:

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
( s  ) Publish Date:

1
SB  345

3/18/02

Health & Social Services
Medical A ss is ta n ce  Admin

Component: Health P u rch a s ing  G roup
Sponsor:
Requestor:

SENATE (HES) 
SENATE (HES) Component Number: 243

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note; Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S FY  2003 FY  2004 FY  2005 FY  2006 FY  2007 FY  2008
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
T r a v e l 
C o n t r a c tu a l  
S u p p l i e s  
E q u ip m e n t  
L a n d  & S t r u c tu r e s  
G r a n t s  & C la im s  
M is c e l l a n e o u s

76.5 76.5 97.3 97.3 97.3 97.3
5.0 5.0 5.0 6.0 7.0 8.0

56.5 6.5

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 138.0 81.5 108.8 103.3 104.3 105.3

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 0 ) |
FUND SOURCE____________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 F e d e r a l  R e c e ip t s
1003 G F  M a tc h
1004 G F
1005 G F / P ro g ra m  R e c e ip t s  
1037 G F /M en ta l H e a l th
O th e r  ( S p e c ify  T y p e - d o  n o t  a b b re v ia te )

85.9 40.7 54.4 51.6 52.1 52.6
52.1 40.8 54.4 51.7 52.2 52.7

T O T A L 138.0 81.5 108.8 103.3 104.3 105.3

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2003 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full- tim e 1 1 1 1 1 1
P a r t- tim e 1 1 1
T e m p o r a r y 1

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Administrative costs associated with this legislation include $50.0 to modify the MMIS to allow school 
districts to submit claims. This would be a one-time, FY03 contractual cost, and is eligible for 75% 
federal funding. Cne full time, range 20 position in the Health Policy and Programs unit would be 
required to develop policy and support school district claiming efforts, beginning in FY 03. The position 
would require $76.5 in personal services and $5.0 in travel annually and $6.5 in start-up contractual 
costs. Eventually, in FY 05, the volume of claims would require one half-time, range 10 accounting clerk 
position to track expenditures and recover the state match from school districts, as provided for in 
legislation. This position would require $20.8 in personal services annually.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

(Rov 2/7/3001 OMD)

Jon Sherwood Phone 465-3355
Medical Assistance
Elmer A. Lindstrom, Deputy Commissioner 
Department of Health & Social Services

Date/Time 03/05/2002 
Date 03/06/2002

For d istribution information, call th e  G overnor’s  Legislative Office

OMMITTEE COPY
P ag e  1 of J__
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Written T ta iim ony- House. HCS Committee, 4/ 2 3 /O i

8 .B. 34Ef, “ School Services (or Disabled Suidome"

I bniieyo noma o| the assumptions, ospeclaily regarding estimation of funds to be galn»d from 
billing Medicaid for services delivered In BChools Is liawed.The bill would ask schools to determine eligible 
services and bill Medicaid. Per discussion In Senate HESS committee hearing by Mr. Bob Ubbe, Director 
ol Division of Medical Assistance, the division would process the bills iltta any from any ho epK clinic, or 
other madtyat provldor. However, unlike other providers, each district would reimburse the state for It's 
ernto match of federal Medicaid dollars! [I fWnk this Is about o 47% match (or Alaska.]

Analysis details upon which the S.B, 345 fiscal noto is based are flawed. Them appears to be on 
asuumptlon tlutt it 35% of Alaskan students recolvlng special servicesare eligible for Medicaid, then SO% 
of those aervioes, especially those delivered in larger districts, would be recoverable. Many s'Moas 
provided In schools by 'iheraplstc (and other potential reimbursable service providers) are educational In 
'scopo and focua’ and would not be medically-reimbursable from Medicaid. A friend sent me this quote 
from tho 'technical uusistance guide published in 1897 to help schdols understand what could/could not 
bo blltotf under I ho federal rules by the Centers for Medicare and Medtoald Servlces/CMS (tormorty 
HCFA). It'says: •

’In addition, ll medical evaluations or assessments are conducted to determine a child's health• 
rolvtnd needa for purposes of tho IBP/IFS, payment lor soma or all o f the oosa may be available 
undo/ Medicaid. However, If the evalt^l/ona or assessments aria for educational numoa as.
Mfaffcald reimbursement Is not available. Medkeid payment Is only available for the part of the 
tiosansment that is medical in nature and provided by qualified Medicaid providers- In addition, 
reimbursement for nommedlcal services, such us special Instruction, is not covered..."

Tho schools are still obligated to provide services In accordance with IDEA relative'to eligibility, oducbttaK! 
focus/otitcames, etc, There is no guarantor) of reimburaomorit. Schools continue to hold the final 
responsibility for the provision of special education and related services even II they do bill Medicaid and 
Other insurance provider, Others report that Congress has become oonoomed with the increase In the 
number of school district claims, and caaes where all of tbe faderel Medicaid matching funds ended up in '• 
State noftera. Tlipre has been perceived evidence ol! Medicaid fraud and abuse. A6 Investigation follows, 
reimbursement ol federal dollars and additional penalties may have to be paid.

Both dollar costs, arid phllospphlcal/ethlpal procedural changes would'be needed to move from 4 
"school function" model or focus to "medical model" focua of service delivery, Schools will be put In Ihe • 
position of competing tor funds with outpatient services at hospitals, medical clinics and private practices, 
ir services cunoriily received after school are no toncjer available (not billable twice) schools may have to 
provide mom Individual services and Increase the time students are pulled from academlo activities. As a 
school employed therapist, shifting from “time study" to "direct billing" for capture of Medicaid funds 
tranciatini to lots more papar work (medical prescriptions, treatment plans in addition to lEPe, progress • 
mvfaw studies, treatment documentation in 15 minute blUoblo coding Increments), with lees time to work 
tofifi kid* ( Ihnraforg Increased staff naoded); as wall as the hoops to be approved Medicaid providers end 
an subject to op additional audit process, insarvice on requirements for providers wlil be needed/ 
pngoirin.

This bill l& oppressed as an ‘'option'' for districts, however therapists experienced with ILP 
Programs, found tholr stale dollar contributions cut by what they were "projected to be able to generate" 
through billing and fell ua thore may no! be choice M an. Thom w ill be coat* to HtaWcta. win tho

•i • U A.-.'V lu.l.k
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SENATE BILL NO. 345 SCHOOL SERVICES FOR DISABLED STUDENTS

"An Act relating to medical assistance for rehabilitative services for certain children with disabilities; relating to 
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Written Testimony- House HES Committee, 4/23/02

S.B. 345, “ Schoo l Services fo r D isabled S tuden ts"

I believe some of the assumptions, especially regarding estimation of funds to be gained from 
billing Medicaid for services delivered in schools is flewed.The bill would ask schools to determine eligible 
services and bill Medicaid. Per discussion in Senate HESS committee hearing by Mr. Bob Labbe, Director 
of Division of Medical Assistance, the division would process the bills like any from any hospital, clink:, or 
other medical provider. However, unlike other providers, each district would reimburse the state for It's 
state match of federal Medicaid dollars. [I think this is about a 47% match for Alaska.]

Analysis details upon which the S.B. 345 fiscal note is based are flawed. There appears to be an 
assumption that if 35% of Alaskan students receiving special services are eligible for Medicaid, then 50% 
of those services, especially those delivered in larger districts, would be recoverable. Many services 
provided in schools by therapists (and other potential reimbursable service providers) are educational in 
‘scope and focu3 ’ and would not be medically reimbursable from Medicaid. A friend sent me this quote 
from the technical assistance guide published In 1997 to help schools unde> stand what could/r uld re t 
be billed under the federal rules by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Servlces/CMS (formtrly 
HCFA). It says;"In addition, if medical evaluations or assessments are conducted to determine a child's health- 

related needs for purposes of the IEP/IFS, payment for some or all of the costs may be available 
under Medicaid. However, If the evaluations or assessments are for edijcational purposes.
Medicaid reimbursement Is not available. Medicaid payment Is only available for the part of the 
assessment that is medical in nature and provided by qualified Medicaid providers. In ■-*&Won, 
reimbursement for non-medical services, such as special Instruction, is not covered...”

The schools are still obligated to provide services In accordance with IDEA relative to eligibility, educational 
focus/outcomes, etc. There Is no guarantee of reimbursement. Schools continue to hold the final 
responsibility for the provision of special education and related services even if they do bill Medicaid and 
other insurance providers. Others report that Congress has become concerned with the Increase in the 
number of school district claims, and cases where all of the federal Medicaid matching funds ended up in 
State coffers. There has been perceived evidence of Medicaid fraud and abuse. As investigation follows, 
reimbursement of federal dollars and additional penalties may have to be paid.

Both dollar costs, and philosophical/ethical procedural changes would be needed to move from a 
“school function’ model or focus to “medical model” focus of service delivery. Schools will be put In the 
position of competing for funds with outpatient services at hospitals, medical clinics and private practices.
If services currently received after school are no longer available (not billable twice) schools may have to 
provide more individual services and increase the time students are pulled from academic activities. As a 
school employed therapist, shifting from “time study" to “direct billing" for capture of Medicaid funds 
translates to lots more paper work (medical prescriptions, treatment plans in addition to lEPs, progress 
review studies, treatment documentation in 15 minute billable coding increments), with less time to work 
with kids ( therefore increased staff needed); as well as the hoops to be approved Medicaid providers and 
an subject to an additional audit process. Inservice on requirements for providers will be needed/ 
ongoing.

This bill Is expressed as an “option” for districts, however therapists experienced with ILP 
Programs round their state dollar contributions cut by what they were "projected to be able to generate" 
through billing and tell us there may not be choice at all. There w ill be costs to d is tric ts . Will the 
potential income offset those costs? The federal playing field may be shifting toward tighter funding. Will 
wo be left holding the bag of having geared up for a services shift and get less reimbursement? Alaska 
needs to be very careful to avoid problems and work from a more realistic view than what has been 
projected with big dollar signs in S.B. 345. Thank you for your attention to this Issue.
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PHONE NUMBER:
465-3759

FAXED ON:
04/23/2002

RE:
Written Testimony: SB 345

TEI.ECONFERENCED ON:
04-23-02

□ URGENT □ FOR REVIEW □ PLEASK COMMENT □ PLEASE REPLY □ PLEASE RECYCLE

NOTES/COMMENTS:
E nclosed  please find the originals o f  the  w ritten  testim ony fo r SB 345 heard  during die H I IESS 
teleconference.

1’MON 1C: 452-4448 
l!AX: 456-3346





S enator  Jerry  W ard
Alaska State Legislature

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman
House HESS Committee

FROM: Senator Jerry  W ard

DATE: February 13,2001

SUBJECT: Request for SCR 2 to be added to the HESS Calendar

Please add SCR 2 “A Senate Concurrent Resolution declaring March 2001 as Sobriety 
Awareness M onth” to the calendar for a hearing. Included with this memo is the Sponsor 
Statement.

Jam ia rv-M av : STA TE  C A P IT O L  • JU N E A U , A K  • 99801-1182 • (907) 465-4940 • FA X  (907) 465-3766 
AN.C H Q R aOE: 716 W. 4"'AVE. • STE . 450 • A N C H O R A G E . A K  99501 • (907) 269-0106 • FA X  (907) 269-0109 

KENA1: 145 M A IN  S T R E E T  L O O P » K E N A I. A K  • 99611 • (907) 283-7996 • FAX  (907) 233-3075 
Chairm an. S en a te  T ra n sp o r ta t io n  C om m itte e  • Chairm an, S en a ie  S la te  A ffa irs  C o m m itte e  
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H O U SE  C O M M IT T E E  R E P O R T

FU R TH ER  R EFER R A LSDate Referred to Committee: February 9 ,2001

Date o f Committee Action

C hair:

C hair;

The H EA LTH , ED U C A T IO N  AND SO C IA L  SERV ICES  Committee considered: C SSCR  2 (H ES )

CS FOR  SENATE  C O N C U R R E N T  R E SO LU T IO N  NO . 2 (H ES ) SO B R IE TY  A W AREN ESS  M O N T H

Relating to declaring M arch 2001 as Sobriety Awareness Month.

Recommends it be replaced with J  [ ] Same Title [ ] New Title
F o r  S en ate  B il ls  with new tit le : /  /  T e chn ic a l T itle  [  ]  New T it le : HCR_ 

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral t o ___________ Committee
[ ] Letter o f In ten t______________ Committee

List o f
Abb rev.
For
Depts.:
ADM
CED
COR
CRT
EED
DEC
DFG
GOV
HSS
LAA
LAW
LWF
MVA
DNR
DPS
REV
DOT
UA

NEW FISCA L N OTES
*For C h ief C lerk’s O ffice Use

PREVIOUS FISC A L N OTES
L is t by D ept(s):

Signing with recom m endations

&
Printed Last Name

O



Senator  Jerry  W ard
Alaska State Legislature

Sponsor Statement 
SCR 2 

“A Senate Concurrent Resolution declaring March 2001 as 
Sobriety Awareness M onth”

Alcohol, drug and inhalant abuse has been identified as the single most destructive health 
problem in Alaska. Its devastating effects have been felt within every racial, ethnic and 
economic background.

Senate Concurrent Resolution (SCR) 2 reinforces the commitment A laskans make to a 
clean and healthy life style.

SCR 2 will help to: a) Highlight and reinforce socially appropriate behaviors and choices 
that improve quality of life and health of individuals, families, and communities, b) 
Reduce the incidence of crimes related to alcohol, drugs and inhalants and c) Reduce the 
burden on government in having to expend valuable resources to pay for the perverse 
problems caused by alcohol, drugs and inhalants.

SCR 2 follows conventional wisdom to focus on sobriety as a solution being em braced by 
thousands of Alaskans.
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Senator  Jerry  W ard
Alaska State Legislature

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman
House HESS Committee

FROM: Senator Jerry  W ard

DATE: February 13,2001

SUBJECT: Request for SCR 2 to be added to the HESS Calendar

Please add SCR 2 “A Senate Concurrent Resolution declaring March 2001 as Sobriety 
Awareness Month” to the calenJar for a hearing. Included with this memo is the Sponsor 
Statement.
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Date Referred to Committee: February 9,2001 

Date of Committee Action: ___

FURTHER REFERRALS:

The H EALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: CSSCR 21HES)

CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 2(HES) SOBRIETY AWARENESS MONTH

Relating to declaring March 2001 as Sobriety Awareness Month.

Recommends it be replaced with CS c J  [ ] Same Title [ ] New Title
F o r  Sen ate  B il ls  with new t it le : [  ]  T e c h n ic a l T itle /  ]  New T it le : HCR_ 

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral t o ____________Committee
[ ] Letter o f In ten t______________ Committee

List o f
Abbrev.
For
Depts.:
ADM
CED
COR
CRT
EED
DEC
DFG
GOV
IISS
LAA
LAW
LWF
MVA
DNR
DPS
REV
DOT
UA

PREVIOUS F ISC A L N O TES
L is t by D cpt(s): 1 7 j Fiscal |  Indct. Zero J

I ”

j

.
1 !

|
i n

I I



S e n a t o r  Je r r y  W a r d
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Sponsor Statement 
SCR 2 

“A  Senate Concurrent Resolution declaring M arch 2001 as 
Sobriety Awareness M onth”

Alcohol, drug and inhalant abuse has been identified as the single most destructive health 
problem in Alaska. Its devastating effects have been felt within every racial, ethnic and 
economic background.

Senate Concurrent Resolution (SCR) 2 reinforces the commitment A laskans make to a 
clean and healthy life style.

SCR 2 will help to: a) Highlight and reinforce socially appropriate behaviors and choices 
that improve quality of life and health of individuals, families, and communities, b) 
Reduce the incidence of crimes related to alcohol, drugs and inhalants and c) Reduce the 
burden on government in having to expend valuable resources to pay for the perverse 
problems caused by alcohol, drugs anc inhalants.

SCR 2 follows conventional wisdom to focus on sobriety as a solution being embraced by 
thousands o f Alaskans.

Ja n u a rv- M av : S T A T E  C A P IT O L  • JU N E A U . A K  • 99801-1182 • (907) 465-4940 • F A X  (907) 465-3766 
A N C H O R A G E : 716 W . 4* A V E. • S T E . 450 • A N C H O R A G E . A K  99501 • (907) 269-0106 • F A X  (907) 269-0109 

K E N A I: 145 M A IN  S T R E E T  L O O P » K E N A I. A K  »9 9611 • (907) 283-7996 « F A X  (907) 283-3075 
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a te  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  C o m m itte e  • C h a i rm a n .  S e n a te  S ta te  A f fa ir s  C o m m it te e  

S en a to r_ J c rry _ W a rd @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

mailto:Senator_Jcrry_Ward@legis.state.ak.us


#  ®
FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_________
Title: Relating to declaring March 2001 as

Sobriety Awareness Month.

Fiscal Note Number: 
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
^BRU:
Component:

CSSCR 2(HES)
2/1/01

Sponsor:
Requester:

Sen. Ward

Expenditures/Revenues

Component Number: 

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: 0.0 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES COMMI

Senator: Is l SENATOR GREEN________________________________
Committee Chair

Phone 465-3009

Date 1/29/01

P ag e  1 o f  1__

COMMITTEE COPY



SCR 02 Passes A K  Senate, Referred to Hou...f Representatives...House HESS Committee

Subject: S C R  02 Passes AK Senate, R eferred to House of Representatives...H ouse HESS 
C om m ittee 

Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 11:18:11 -0900 
F rom : "(Tungwenuk) Gregory Nothstine" <sobriety@gci.net>

To: "Rep. Fred Dyson" <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>
CC: "Rep. Peggy Wilson" <Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Rep. John Coghill" <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Rep. Gary Stevens" <Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Rep. Sharon Cissna" <Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Rep. Vic Kohring" <Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us'>,
"Rep. Reggie Joule" <Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us>

H onorable R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Dyson, C hair
House H e a lth , E d u ca tio n  & S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  Committee

S ena te  C o n cu rren t R e so lu tio n  02 - P roc la im ing  March 2001 as S o b r ie ty  
Awareness M onth, was p a sse d  by th e  S enate and r e f e r r e d  to  th e  House, F r id a y , 
F ebruary  9, 2001; re a d  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e and r e f e r r e d  to  House HESS 
C om m ittee.

Review o f A lask a  L e g i s t a tu r e 1s " B il l  A ction  and S ta tu s  In fo rm a tio n  System 
(BASIS), i . e . ,  a t  th e  fo llo w in g  web a d d re ss :
h t t o : / / w w w .lea is . s t a t e . a k . u s / b a s i s / . in d ic a te s  th e  House HESS Committee i s  
sch ed u led  to  m eet Tuesday, F ebruary  20, 2001, a t  3 :00  p.m . and a g a in  on 
Wednesday, F eb ru a ry  21, 2001 a t  4:00 p.m.

I am in  su p p o r t o f th e  e x p e d ie n t, ju d ic io u s  rev iew  and recom m endation fo r  
p assag e  o f SCR 02 - R e la tin g  to  d e c la r in g  March 2001 as S o b r ie ty  Awareness 
Month.

B est R egards,

Tungwenuk (G regory N o th s tin e )
h t t p : / /co m m u n itie s .m sn . c o m /so b rie tv a la sk a

2/19/2001 4:42 PN
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