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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HESS
committee name

Committee on HR 464 dated March 7. 2002
bill # /subject

| am writing to ask that you adopt the HB 464 and that in be done in a timely manner. Iaman
|.D.E.A. parent and have been for 3 years. | have watched this program grow from 150 sutdents,
to 3,500 students. The effort that is put into making this program succeed is outstanding. This
wonderful program is the product of years of parent/teacher/administration input. It works the
way it is - it doesnt need to be fixed or changed. Thank you for considering HB 464. Without
its adoption | feel that we will be unduly restricted and discriminated against in our attempts

to educate our children.

Signed: Catherine W. Bishop
Testifier
Representing (optional)

P.0O. Eox 2986 Seward, AK 99664
Address

224-2394
Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Committee = Members
! committee Dame

Committee on HB464 ., March 7,2002
bill#/ subject "

| ask that you consider and adopt the Committee Substitute ofHB 464.

| encourage the timely passage o fthis bill.

Thank your for your consideration.

Signed: Marsha Ware /
Testifier

IDEA
Representing (optional)

P0.Box7059  \lia<,zt Alt 91C35'
Address

laaiM i
Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the  House Health, liducaiion. and Social Services
committee name

Committeeon  CS of HB464 . dated 3,4,2002
~ ~6flf# / subject

| have been informed of your work on behalfof the Homeschoolers of the State that choose to
enroll our children in a State Correspondence Group. Thankyou for your work. 1’d like to
encourage you to forward your Committee Substitute for HB464 so that we can continue to
school our children and enjoK the very valuable help that we receive from the good folks at
IDEA. The added scrutiny that HB464 calls for would be burdensome and costly, and would
serve no purpose regarding a better education for our children. 'Tlic educational needs of our
children and ourselves as parent/educators as best served by the local control and accountability
that your Committee Substitute allows, and indeed, that we have enjoyed for some time.

Signed:  Darrell W. Kincaid
Testifier

Parent/Educator in the IDEA program
Representing (optional)

38710 Highcrest Court Sterling, Alaska 99672
Address

AZDR=I5%.

Phone number



PLEASE ENTER MY TESTIMONY INTO THE RECORD TO THE HESS
COMMITTEE IN THE REGARD TO THE HB 464 TELECONFERENCE ON MARCH

1, 2202.

Please recognize the difference between in-district correspondence programs and
statewide correspondence programs. District programs work closely with the local
school board for curriculum adoption, testing policies etc. and have students who reside
in the district, support the local businesses and pay the local taxes. Statewide programs,
on the other hand, have scattered students which do not support the local economy,
actually funnel money away from the local community and do not have representation on
local school boards. This is not what we teach our children about democracy; this is not

what we should practice in our state schools.

Icjucsell J -
SIGNED

ADDRESS: Tok AK 3 -2 x50\
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State ofAlaska
Legislature

Pleaseenter my testimony into the record to the

COMMITTEE IN REGARD TO THE

(COMMITTEEName)
H-& MVE 0N, 3/7/"
(Bill/Subject) (date)
3. sl -the- S'uhirluU
rite m'difig / V fe acticm kI”

repnz&rfts 1*hat J  -Qst > -£si)r awf nc&3sa*y
tars ldtten ~XV  StdaeueY sdml d)sirtci- QprreSféndzs™a
9lodc™ pro ra-rnz.

SIGNED. ‘JeaAffbe" 'fjd”)osk\

(PLEASE PRINT)

POVcy 49gf£,xT<?k AK irm . ~'4343

(ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER)
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State ofAlaska
Legislature

Please enter my testimony into the record to the

Hvfce COMMITTEE IN REGARD TO THE
(Committee Name)
Hj3> on 3/7/0"
(Bill/subject) (date)

SIGNED.
(PLEASE PRINT)

jffa. Ogk 70 ~Tof 9cn-S'*3-sy0&

(Address and Phone number)
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P*



March 6, 2002

Alaska State House of Representatives

Chairman, House Education and Social Services Committee
State Capitol Room 104

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Dyson:

Lhave worked as an Otolaryngologist at the Alaska Native Medical Center for the last eight years.
Prior to the implementation of Denali KidCare in March of 1999, we had great difficulty
delivering treatment to disadvantaged Native Alaskan children in a consistent fashion. It was
tyFicaI to see a child with a clear indication for surgery during one of our outreach clinics in rural
Alaska but not have the opportunity to perform the surgery due to the family’s inability to afford
a trip into Anchorage. Denali KidCare changed that dramatically. We have had much better
success in delivering treatment to these children.

My specialty is unique in that relatively simple procedures such as the placement of ear tubes,
repair of eardrum perforations, and the removal of recurrently infected tonsils can have a
substantial effect on the health and development ofa child. It is heartbreaking to see a child with
entrenched speech and language developmental delay from a hearing loss that could have been
corrected with a five minute operation. From a public health standpoint, the costs to society
dealing with a delayed child are many multiples higher than that cost ofa simple corrective
procedure performed at the appropriate time.

The changes in eligibility mandated by HB 367 would not only lose health care coverage for
currently eligible Alaskan children but would also result in the loss of federal matching funds that
the state currently receives. In fact, for every dollar spent on Denali KidCare, 71 cents comes
from the federal government. For children eligible for Native Health Services, the argument to
maintain current e'igibility standards is even more compellin? as those services are paid 100% by
federal funds. It would seem to me that HB 367 would actually result not only in a loss of dollars
for health care specifically but for the overall state economy in general.

| cannot think of another program or initiative that has been as successful as Denali KidCare in
realizing its goal: to improve the health status of Alaskan children from all walks of life. I would
encourage you and your colleagues to continue your support for this vital program.

Sincerely yours,

John Kokesh, MD
Chief, Department of Otolaryngology
Alaska Native Medical Center
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RE: HB 464 “An Act relating to statewide school district correspondence study
programs

TO: HES Committee members

MEMO: Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB
464, dated March 7, 2002, as follows:

Please vote yes on the Committee Substitute version of HB 464 pertaining to
statewide school district correspondence study programs such as IDEA, Cyherlynx, etc.
| am a homeschooling mother and a certified teacher who believes in educational
cHolce. Please defend our educational freedoms by supporting HB 464,

Margaret Seeley
#1472 3875 Geist Rd., Ste. E
Fairbanks, AK 99709
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Attention: House HES Committee j

From: Judith RThomas l
Upfer

B o .

March 7,2002 |

r|t| {0 encourage to adqpt the corﬂmlttee substitut gof
re |ate sto eep the ¢ mcesassomate
Wlth homes 00| e an soft e parents. | am
(M n |tt anl(zJl ?1dve helpfid, W|thou5
Need 0 u EﬁulatlonsP se do all you canto seethe timely
passage oft

Judith R Thomas

Please enter into the rec J testlhnong to the House HES
Committee on HB 464, dated March 7,2002.
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Testimony for CS HB464

March 7, 2002

To: House HES Committee Members:
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.

My name is Debraly Gamache; | am a homeschooling mother of three
children. I represent IDEA and Iwould like my testimony entered into
the record for the House HES committee on HB464, March 7,2002.

I urge each one of you on this committee to adoptthe committee
substitute for HB464 and pass the legislation quickly.

This is extremely important for those of us who have devoted
ourselves to give our children the best education possible. The Dept,
of EED is going well beyond the clear intent of the legislature towards
homeschoolers and programs like IDEA and as a result our freedom
to choose is injeopardy. Please support our efforts and adopt CS

Fred Dyson, Chair,

Peggy Wilson, Vice-Chair,
John Coghill,

Gary Stevens,

Vic Kohring,

Sharon Clssna,

Reggie Joule,

HB464 and pass it quickly.

Respectfully,
Debraly Gamache

P.O.

Box 348

Barrow, Alaska 99723
(907) 852-3257

FAX

PAGE 1
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1530 Crescent Drive
Anchorage, AK 99508
6 March 2002

Anchorage Legislative Information Office
716 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99501

To whom it may concern:

Please, enter into the record my sentiments to the House HES Commitee on HB464,
dated 7 March 2002. | amin favor of HB464 and am magreement with the comments
and statements o f Carol Simpson of Homer. My address is listed above and my phone
number is (907) 563-9068.

Thank you for your time and for making note of my support of HB464.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Wilson

Poat-it* Fax Note 7671 |Dax7 ™ 7 / |

CO7Dopt, ' co. 1



MARCH 7, 2002

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

From: Darilyn Yeager
7121 E 34* Ave
Anchorage, AK 99504
907-562-8268
Represent self

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB 464, dated
March 7,2002.

| am sending this to let you know that | am in favor of HB 464. | agree with Carol Simpson
of Homer. This is our 13thyear of homeschooling . Programs like IDEA, help give our
children a broader education. We feel our children are getting a better education at home,
then they would in the public school, due to one on one teaching. Our oldest is going to
graduate this May, and she was in the first class to take the Exit Exam. She passed all three

tests the first time.
Thank you for your time to read this.

Sincerely,



NANCY A. WOLD
12547 CRESTED BUTTE DRIVE
EAGLE RIVER, AK 99577-7655
PHONE: 696-8794

March 7,2002

Anchorage Legislative Information Office
716 W 4th Avenue, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133

Fax: (907) 269-0229

Dear LIO Staff;

Hello! My name is Nancy Wold from Eagle River, Alaska. | am mmitingon behalf
of myself, as a homeschool teacher working with IDEA (Interior Distance Education

of Alaska).

| amin favor of HB464. | also agree with Carol Simpson who is speaking on our
behalfin Homer.

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB464,
dated March 7,2002.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Nancy Wold

MftR-7-2002 01:08P FROM:WOLD 9076965151 T0:2690229 P:i®



[Fwd: MB464]

lof2

Subject: [Fwd: HB464]
Date: Thu, 07 Mar 2002 08:47:26 -0900
From: Anchorage LIO <Anchorage_L10@]legis.state.ak.us>
To: Barbara Norrell <Barbara_NoiTell@legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: HB464
Date: Thu, 07 Mar 2002 °'7:54:59 -0900
From: The Schvvichts <sc.ivvicht@alaska.net>

Organization: IDEA
To: Anchorage_LIO@legis.state.ak.us

Debra & Stephen Schwicht
11820 Humble Court
Anchorage, AK 99515
(907) 522-9988

We agree with Carol Simpson of Homer, and we urge you to pass HB464, to
help preserve the supportive atmosphere homeschool students have so
greatly benefited from in the state of Alaska.

We are the parents of six children, four of whom are currently bein
homeschooled. We homeschool through IDEA and have been very please

with the teacher/staff support and service IDEA has provided us. Greatly
aided by the IDEA program, we have been able to provide an excellent,
personalized educati. \ tailored to the needs of each of our children for
the last 3+ years. On daughter, who graduated through IDEA is now a
successful university student. Our other students/children have had
numerous successful educational experiences which we could relate, but
you'd get tired of reading them. TheK are becoming well educated and
IDEA, 1ts program and staff, is and has been an invaluable resource for
us. In short, it works! Please do all in your power to preserve it as
is.

The State Board of Education's push to take much greater control of
homeschooling seems to be motivated more by politics than by a concern
for what's best for the students involved. The BOF. seems to have
forgotten the wisdom of the age old, "If it ain't broke don't fix it."
If anything, they should be trying to strengthen the homeschooling
movgment in Alaska because it is proving successful for so many
students!

Thank you so much for your assistance.

Debra & Steve Schwicht
Emmalee, Jeffrey, Daniel, & Sarah Schwicht

Anchorage LIO <Anchorage LIO@legis.state.ak.us>
(907)269-0111

3/7/2002 8:49 AM
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Rc: HB 464

Subject: Re: HB 464
Date: Thu, 07 Mar 2002 08:05:15 -0900
From: Anchorage LIO <Anchorage LIO@Ilegis.state.ak.us>
To: Larrisa <larrisa@gci.net>, Barbara Norrell <Barbara_Norrell@legis.state.ak.us>

Hi Larrisa:

We will pass this on to the committee.
Thank you.

Barbara
Anchorage LIO

Larrisa wrote:
..From: Larrisa Cummings, 2932 Kingfisher, Anchorage AK 99502, 24S-7830

This email represents myself in the interests of quality, and equitable
homeschooling.

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Committee
on HB 464, dated March 1, 2002.

support the committee substitute for HB 464. Education is both
ollective and individual, and nothing should interfere with our

bility both as private citizen and aS an education community to

e select methods and curriculum that works for our children,

f we as parents are willing to make the effort to homeschool our
hildren, we need to have more options, more flexibility, and
creativity. Part of why | homeschool Is so that | and ‘my children
aren't LOCKED in a box, 'but rather are able to plan and act

according to what works for each of my children. We have been

yerK successful thus far. My oldest Scored in the 98 percentile

in her last standardized (CATS??) tests! My youngest scored at or
above average. The test scores don't mean as much to me as they do
to some folks....but are nice reassurance that we aren't totally missing
the boat! Please consider all the input regarding the adopting” of this
CS for HB 464, esPemally from the folks in~the trenches (the parents,

and the homeschool community) !!
Thank you, Larrisa Cummings
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Anchorage LIO <Anchorage LIO@]Iegis.state.ak.us>
(907)269-0111

lof 1 3/7/2002 8:41 AM
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| Fwd: HB 464]

Subject: [Fwd: HB 464]
Date: Thu, 07 Mar 2002 08:50:36 -0900
From: Anchorage LIO <Anchorage LIO@ legis.state.ak.us>
To: Barbara Norrell <Barbara_Non-ell@legis.state.ak.us>

B
Can you please let these folks know that you've recceived their email.

Thanks.

Subject: HB 464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 08:38:50 -0900

From: "Dan & Linda Wiese" <dwiese@ideafamilies.org>
To: <Anchorage LIO@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear LIO:

We are Dan & Linda Wiese, 17506 Baronoff Ave, Eagle River, Alaska; phone number 907-696-8771. We have two
boys who are students in the IDEA program. Please enter into the record our testimony to the House HES
Committee on HB 464, dated March 7, 2002, that would like for you to adopt and quickly pass bill HB 464.

Dan and Linda Wiese

Anchorage LIO <Anchorage LIO@]Iegis.state.ak.us>
(907) 269-0111

loi | 3/712002 9:59 AM
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TRNYfl HOFMEISTER THOMPSON 907 248 6452

FROM: TANYA THOMPSON
POB 91735
ANCHORAGE, AK 99509
907 243 7596
FANCYMOOSE@GCI.NET

TO: REGION A LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICES
716 WEST 4th AVENUE  SUITE 200
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501
FAX 907 269-0229

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Please enter into the record, my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB 464, dated 7
March 2002.

| am in favor of HB 464 and could not be there today, due to testing for my 9thgrade child. |
have been home schooling all my children since 1979 and firmiy believe that we as parents
have the right to chose the type of education, curriculum and type of home schooling program
we want for our children. It is a proven statisic that home schooled children are more mature,
score higher academically and fut. .tion in society and hold jobs longer than an average public
schooled child. My youngest son attended West High School this year (10thgrade) after
refusing to continue with home school. He had refused since 8lhgrade to participate in home
school and his father let him lay around for 8thand 9° grade watching TV and sleeping.

When he enrolled him in West, he had no transcripts at all, as he had done nothing. West put
him in 10thgrade and the child holds a 3.0—and does very little work. An average public
schooled child could not miss 2 years of school and shoot into the 10thgrade and pick right
up. | have personally seen what happens when they are out of school for Spring and

Christmas break.

| am very much in favor of HB464 and want that on record.


mailto:FANCYMOOSE@GCl.NET

Request: Please work to change the Department of Education's
roposed regulations on correspondence schools and suEport
epresentative James's bill for a preemptive change to these school

ending regulations.

First I would like for legislators and correspondence school participants to key in on the most important
changes to the regulations in AAC 33.420 —33.490 These most important changes are those that will make it
difficult or impossible for correspondence schools to continue to operate or for families to choose to
attend them depending on their private purchases. These regulations fall into 4 categories:

List of regulations that will force students out of correspondence schools, or close the school down:

1 Regulations that significantly increase the teacher cost for each student and regulations that increase the
overhead ofthe school significantly.

2. Regulations that will prevent the teacher from assisting in educational aieas that the correspondence
family has chosen to privately purchase religious materials for.

3. Regulations that will dramatically change the structure by a wholesale replacement of the authority and
judgement of the parents with that of the certified teacher, who currently assists the parents.

4. Regulations that will remove students from the program for not taking assessment exams, and those that
close down the school if assessment attendance does not register within 10% of the state participation

average.

A cursory reading of the regulations may show them to be less than disastrous. A more complete review will
reveal that many of the regulations fall into one of these 4 categories. While some of the regulations do, in
fact, represent the current structure of the correspondence schools, most of the regulations appear to be either
discriminatory to correspondence school students, disruptive to the home school, or excessively restrictive

interpretations of State laws regarding purchasing and course content.

Suggested law: _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Representative James is currently sponsoring a bill that will continue a cooperation with correspondence

schools, treating them no differently than other students.

| have reviewed the regulations proposed by the Department of Education regarding Chapter 33 about Special
Schools. The particular area for the proposed changes includes State-wide correspondence schools, including
those run by charter school programs. Aside from the findings above, here are my findings:

1 The proposed regulations enact significant changes to the existing law.

2. The proposed regulations will reduce the individual student account by approximately 75%.

3. The proposed regulations will divert teacher and monetary resources away from students who need it
most (in traditional public schools) and is therefore not in the 'best interest of the State.'

It appears that the regulations proposed by the Department of Education are not an enactment ofthe will of
the legislature embodied in the law that allowed for the formation of the correspondence school option, but
rather a significant change to it. The Department of Education is implementing regulations that will replicate
the less successful school vision that exists in traditional schools, which will lead to a reduced effectiveness
and simplicity of the successful correspondence / home school. Finally, these regulations will be costly,
effectively wiping out the account that allows parents barely able to afford to home educate the ability to
continue to do so. Please also read the in-depth review that | have provided for you via e-mail.

Thank you,
Glen M. Biegel

594 ACy
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HB 464

Subject: HB 464
Date: Thu, 07 Mar 2002 13:48:23 -0800

From: Anna Maus <timmaus@gci.net>
To: Anchorage LIO@legis.state.ak.us

ANNA MAUS

P.O. Box 670725

20640 Chapel Drive
Chugiak, AK 99567-0725

re: IDEA Representation for HB 464

PLEASE ENTER INTO THE RECORD my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB 464,
dated March 7, 2002.

| am in support of HB 464.

Sincerely,
Anna Maus

Lof | 3/7/2002 3:47 PM
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HB 464

Subject: 1B 464
Date: Thu, 07 Mar 2002 13:55:11 -0800

From: Anna Maus <timmaus@gci.net>
To: Anchorage_LIO@]legis.state.ak.us

LILLIAN M. PERSON
24120 Ramblers Rd.
Chugiak, AK 99567

(907) 688-3678

RE: IDEA Representation for HB 464

PLEASE ENTER INTO THE RECORD my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB 464, dated
March 7, 2002.

| am in support of 11B 464,

Thank you for your willingness to accept my e-mail. Please forward as necessary to those involved.

Sincerely,
Lillian M. Person

lof | 31712002 3:47 PM
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HB464

Subject: HB464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 10:53:41 -0900
From:'Javid Stockwell" <davedebs@ideafamilies.org>
To: <Anchorage_LIO@Iegis.state.ak.us>

To whom it may concern:

I want it to go on record that | agree with Carol Simpson who is
representing IDEA in Homer, and that | strongly support the HB464.

Thankyou for this attention.
Debbie STockwell

2351 Foxhall Dr.

Anchorage, AK 99504

907-332-2227

| of |
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Subject: HB464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 10:53:46 -0900
From: "albanil family" albanil@ideafamilies.org>
To: <Anchorage_LIO@]egis.state.ak.us>

| began homeschooling after four years of substandard public school. Itried for years to work with the system but my
children were growing up and feeling incapable of excellance. | began homeschooling one son and it was so
sucessful that | now homeschool both sons. They now feel capable of so much and we have time to master all the
concepts and still have family time. 1 use I.D.E.A. and have for four years after a brief and unhappy time with
Alyeska.

IDEA has been wonderful for my sons. | can accomodate their very different learning styles and participate in the
"Battle of the Books'l "Geography Bee", "Book-It", and "Math Counts". IDEA offers seminars, activity days, field trips
and other educationally enriching activites much like the other schools in Alaska. My children excell in this
coorespondence program. We belong to a Science co-op, a Spanish study group, fencing group, boy scouts, youth
group, and volunteer as a family in the community. We would not be happy or as active in a public school. | support
your actions to protect my coorespondence school from needless regulationa and pointless changes The
represenatives of my homeschool DO speak for me and | support HB464.! agree with the testimony of Carol
Simpson and am thankful for my school, IDEA. Thank you for your consideration.

lam Cindy Albanil. My telephone number is 243-4924 .1live at 9224 Kavik St., Anchorage, AK 99502.

3/7/2002 3:48 PM


mailto:jalbanil@ideafamilies.org
mailto:Anchorage_LIO@legis.state.ak.us

HB464

Subject: HB464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 11:25:42 -0900
From: "Garrett & Melanie Heusser" <mheusser@ideafamilies.org>

To: <Anchorage_L10@legis.state.ak.us>

Melanie Heusser
7805 Kiana Cr. Anchorage, AK 99507 907-522-7345

Representing myself as a homeschooling member of 1.D.E.A.

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Commitee on HB 464, dated March 7,2002.

[am in favor of HB464. lagree with Carol Simpson in Homer.

Please help us reserve the rightto school our children with freedom.

Melanie Heusser

3/7/2002 3:48 PM
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Subject: HB464
Date: Thu, 07 Mar 2002 23:58:51 +0000
From: alaskaisfrozen@att.net
To: Anchorage. LIO@legis.state.ak.us

Nancy Frost
14030 Specking Ave.
(907)349-5025

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House
HBS Committee on HB464, dated March 7,2002.
| am in favor and support HB464.

Respectfully,
Nancy Frost


mailto:aIaskaisfrozen@att.net
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HB464

Subject: HB464
Date: Fri, 08 Mar 2002 00:07:27 +0000
From: alaskaisfrozen@ att.net
To: Anchorage_L10@Ilegis.state.ak.us

Buck Frost

14030 Specking Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99515
(907) 349-5028

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House
HES Committee on HB464, dated March7,2002.
| am is favor of HB464.

Sincerely,
Buck Frost

lof 1 3/7/2002 3:48 PM
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Please enter into the record my tcstimon...ommitce on HB 464, dated March 7,2002."

iof I

Subject: Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Commitee on HB 464, dated

March 7,2002."
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 11:13:38 -0900
From: "Susan Teel" <susan@beluga.com>
To: <Anchorage_LI0O@legis.state.ak.us>

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Commitee on HB 464, dated

March 7, 2002."

name is Susan Teel
PO Box 671996
Chugiak, AK 99567
907-688-7800

| represent myself.

Izi%ee with Carol Simpson of Homer and
SUPPORT HB464

Thank-you,
Susan Teel

Susan Teel
www.teelfamily.com

susan@ beluga.com

3/7/2002 3:48 PM
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Testimony for HB464

Subject: Testimony for HB464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 13:33:23 -0900
From: "Susan Kiggins" <mkiggins@ideafamilies.org>
To: <Anchorage_LIO @legis.state.ak.:is>

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Susan Kiggins, I can be reached at 1910 Cleveland Ave. Anchorage, AK 99517 or 907-562-3538. lam a
Homeschooler with IDEA. Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB464, dated March 7,
2002. Asa HomeSchooler for my 5 children I am in favor of HB464. 1also agree with Carol Simpson in Homer.

lof | 3/7/2002 3:49 PM
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Subject: HB 464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 13:22:56 -0900

From: "Alaska Quade's" <jcquade@gci.net>
To: <Anchorage_LIO@Iegis. state.ak.us>
Hello, my name is Carla Quade. My address is 20212 Paul Revere Circle, Eagle River, AK 99577. My phone

number is 907-622-9504. | am with IDEA program.

"Please enterinto the record my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB 464,
dated March 7, 2002."

lam in favor of HB*'64
| agree with Carol Simpson in Homer

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. Carla Quade

Outgoing mail is certified Virus Free.
Checked by AVG anti-virus system (http://www.grisoft.com).
Version: 6.0.286 / Virus Database: 152 - Release Date: 10/9/2001

1ofl 3/7/2002 3:47 PM


mailto:jcquade@gci.net
http://www.grisoft.com

Subject: HB 464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 10:18:36 -0900
From: "Tom & Grace Huhndorf' <thuhndorf@ideafamilies.org>
To: <Anchorage_LI0O@Iegis.state.ak.us>
CC: <Cordova_LIO@Iegis.state.ak.us>

Andrea Grace Huhndorf
POBOX 211826

7520 E. 34th Street
Anchorage, AK 99521
907-333-3047

| am currently home schooling; I am enrolled with IDEA.

Hello, I am writing to document my support of HB 464. 1 agree with Carol Simpson
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From: "Sally" I<; ally@ideaTamilies.org>
To: <Anché6rige LIO@Ilegl3.state.ak.us>
Sant: Thursday “march 07, 2002 4:52 PM

Sutijact: HB464; Warcii 7, 2002

"Pleaseenterinto the recordmytestimony to the House HESCommite onHB 464, dated M arch 7,2002

Mavcella ‘Salty* Joules
6425East16th Avenu I
Anchorage, Alaska $91W
907-333-2255

lam trufysorr)'thatcouldnotmakeit today. | havebeenhelping with Benchmark testing o fIDEA stude its.
li
| supportH9464. | .

Thankyou for taking' g tim € to hearmy voice.

Sincerely, j!
M arcella 'Sally*Jav\ier
-

3/7/02
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Main Identity

Sally" <sally@ideafamilies.org>

.

Pleaseenter into the Veeordmy testimony to the House HES Commitee on HB 464, datedMarch 7,2002

Mavcaila ' SaIIK ‘Javiek
6425East 16th Avemk?
Anchorage, Alaska 99i'04
907-333-2255

| amtrulysorry that couldnotmokeit today. | have been helping with Benchmark testing o fIDEA stude. its.

Isupport HBBA ;|
Thankyou for taking e time to hear my voice

Sincerely, X
Marcella "Sally"JavieF

y

i
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HB464 - March 7. 2002

Subject: HB464 -March 7. 2002
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 16:52:07 -0900

From: "Sally' <sally@ideafamilies.org>
To: <Anchorage LIO@legis.state.ak.us>

"Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Commitee on HB 464, dated March 7, 2002

Mavceiia "Sally" Javier
6425 East 16th Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
907-333-2255

| am truly sorry that | couldnotmake it today. | have been helping with Benchmark testing o fIDEA
students.

| support HB464.

Thankyou for taking the time to hear my voice.

Sincerely,
Marcella "Sally" Javier

lof | 3/8/2002 8:17 AM
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LauraWiImot
P.0.Box 771002
Eagle River, Ak. 99577
Re: 1DEA Representation forHB 464

Please enter into record my testimony to the House HES Committee onHB 464,
dated March 7, 2002.

lam insupport ofHB 464

Thank you for your willingness to accept my e-mail. Please forward as necessary
tothose involved.

Sincerely,
Laura Wi Imot



[Fwd: Galena School Districc/IDEA]

Subject: [Fwd: Galena School Districe/IDEA]
Date: Wed, 13 Mar 2002 09:07-24 -0900
From: Matsu L10 <MatSu_LI0@Legis.state.ak.us>
Organization: Alaska State Legislature
To: Representative nred Dyson <Representative Fred Dyson@Legis.slate.ak.us>,
Representative Peggy Wilson <Representative Peggy Wilson@lLegis.stale.ak.us>,
Representative Vic Kohring <Representative Vic Kohring@lLegis.state.ak.us>,
Senator Lyda Green <Senator Lyda Green(iLegis.state.ak.us>,
Senator Loren Leman <Senator_Loren Leman@Legis.state.ak.us>,
Senator Robin Taylor <Senator Robin TaylorfiLegis.state.ak.us>,
Representative Lesil McGuire <Representative Lesil McGuireflLegis.state.ak.us>

Subject: Galena School Districe/IDEA
Date: Wed, 13 Mar 2002 05:16:27 -0900
From: "Tiedemansl" <tiedemand@gci .net>
To: <MatSu_LI0@legis.state.ak.us>

To whom it may concern;
Please do not pass the proposed regulations regarding GSD and IDEA. Myself and many other enrolled Home

Teachers, will feel we have no other choice than to disenroll and go it alone if forced to use only one curriculum. It has
become obvious, especially as homeschoolers, that not all curriculums work well with all kids, or with all Home

Teachers for that matter.

These proposals would have only negative impacts including but not limited to: loss of revenues for the program to the
State and School District, loss of jobs. Loss of supervision, Certified Teacher assistance for the Home Teacher and
loss of mandated testing for those enrolled in a State program. But, last and most definitely NOT LEAST, the children
would lose out the most. They would not be getting the quality, supervised, controlled and tested education that they
are getting now. The GSD/IDEA kids are testing VERY well.

We need your help. lunderstand the concerns of those who wrote these proposed regulations, but they clearly don't
understand homeschoolers. They seem to assume that we'd just accept the new regs. and go on with the program,
but those kind of regs. were why a great proportion of us left other programs or signed up with IDEA rather than go it
alone in the first place.

Please vote against these regulations. They are, to put it plainly, UNNEEDED.

GSD/IDEA is a great program. If there are areas they need to improve on to fit State mandates, I'm sure they can do
that without ruining the program we homeschoolers are so happy with now.

We will all lose. Please don't let that happen.

I thank you for your valuable time,

Mrs. Marianne Tiedeman
rtiedeman ft)ideafamilies.org

lof | 3/13/2002 3:53 PM
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Homeschool Regulations

Subject: Homeschool Regulations
Date: Sat, 9 Mar 2002 11:51:20 -0900
Frgm: Jared Wandell <wandel I@ak.net>
0: ""Representative_Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us'™™ <Representalive_Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us:

Fed Dyson,
have been investigating sare other Department of Education & Earl

Development . regull %onsgthat vvould effect our famll¥’ I\Iext year nyymsbend
will bejomlng eAlr ad we will ke noving from Alaska. V@ plan on
keeping our Alaska resid en% ad house 0 we can return to Alaska after we
cb our requwed time In service. Under the new proposed regulations our
older two children could continue to be enrolled in State Wide

ut our children would not_qualify. As a
State of Alaska resident all of our children should qualify for state wide
COIT prograns. | feel that this is not fair for families wo are
serving for the arred services. | do not kow if this matter will be
dresSed in HB 464, but feel strongly that it will hurt our family ad
other families serving in the amred forces,
Regulations Adopted by the Board an:lAvvaltln |I|ng}
in first document” "4A8C 09.015 %omts or Foundation Formula"
85 (gltt #//\Qmweed state.ak. us/regs/4aa009rev isedregs .pdf section 45%C
Sincerel
Janine

.-r?%

of | 3/13/2002 6:34 PM
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HB 464

Subject: HB 464
Date: Mon, 11Mar 2002 08:07:30 -0900
From: "Sue and Doug Badilla" <cbedilla@ideafanilies.org>
To: <Representative Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Dyson,

lam a homeschooling parent with the IDEA correspondence program and | am writing in support of the committee
substitute for this bill. |feel very strongly that homeschooling families
1) should not be over regulated
2) should be able to choose the curriculum

3) should be given an allotment of funds to help us educate our children.
These are the most important issues to our family. Thank you for your time on this important bill.

Sincerely,

Sue Badilla
1067 Arctic Circle
Juneau, AK 99801

Lof! 3/13/2002 6:33 PM
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HB 464

Subject: 11B 464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 14:32:02 -0900

From: Jared Wandell <wandell@ ak.net>
To: "Representative_Fred_Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us™ Representative, Fred_Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us:

Deax Sir, . . . :
Please adopt the S (Committee Substitute) of H364 ad the timely passage of this

bill.

Attached letter written to the Department of Education & Early Development.
Thark you,

Janine’ Wendel

Name: Homeschool letter.doc
Type: WINWORD File (application/msword)

Homeschool Icttcr.doc
Encoding: x-uuencodc

3/13/2002 6:33 PM
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support of CS HB 464

Subject: support of CS HB 464
Date: Fri, 08 Mar 2002 12:24:20 -0900
From: "Tammy Moser" <yoginni@ hotmail.com>
To: Representative_Fred _Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us

| am writing to voice my support of committee substitute HB 464.

Sincerely, Tammy Moser

Join the world’s largest e-mail service with MSN Hotmail. Click Here

Lof |

3/13/2002 6:15 PM
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Dear House HES. Committee Members:

Thank you for hearing the testimony of the public concerning CS KB 464.1
have been a homeschooling parent of three for the lastnine years. We are
very happy with the 1.D.E.A. program and would hate to see the DEED
change things so much thatwe would lose the opportunities afforded to us by
the Galena City School District. Ifthese regulations are passed without the
protection of this B ill, we will be forced to withdraw from the program and
continue on our own as we have always done before the I1.D.E.A. program
became our advocate.

ITthe education of our children is the primary concem, which DEED assures
us itis, then we need to look at the facts. The facts of the case inour family
are that my oldest son isworking on having his doctorate by the age of 24,

my second son is 11 and isdoing high school work and my third grade
daughter isdoing the work ofa fifthgrader. This acceleration could not
happen inthe conventional school system where just maitakiing the status quo
is the primary goal. With our tailor-made classes, we are able take lull
advantage of the flexbility that the homeschool offers without worrying about
any non-educationail interruptions that occur during every class period inthe
public school system.

With the moneys that we are able to access through the wise distribution of ,
education funds from the state, we have been able to excel Inmusic and at,
as well as participate in the State Spelling Bee inAnchorage, geography bees,
and reading programs. We also have access to a resource room with a trained
staffthat iswilling to aid us inour goal to home educate our children. Many
hours of preparationgo intowhat we do inour families and the funding has
been a great blessing to those ofus who will continue to homeshool in the
Tace of opposition. Please consider the education of our children as a primary
concern when passing this bill out of Committee with a favorable response.

Thank vnn vf*rv mur.h

Christie Axmaker

. 02
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March 14, 2002

HHESS Committee:
RE: Proposed changes to regulations concerning state wide homeschooling programs.

Our family has been involved in homeschooling our children for the past ten years. Our first experience was
with the predecessor of the Alyeska Central School when one of our daughters was in Kindergarten. While we
appreciated the efforts of the staff, we found the paperwork and record keeping requirements of the program
toustpadaptthe”/ia/jna! toin83rttbUr>Qhfi8tran.matQnafkltO'thij.dt3rtiCttlum. ft Way
more work than we were interested in 2md we 'dropped out* prior to finishing the year. Subsequently we
continued homeschooling on our own with all of our children, using Christian based curriculum which did not
need adapting. There were no reponing requirements. We got the hang of homeschooling and decided to use

it through high schooal.

In 1998 we enrolled in the IDEA program to supplement our homeschooling program. The following features of
the IDEA program attracted our attention:

e Minimum reporting requirements

e Flexibility to choose or write our own curriculum (mix and match).

e Ability to use Christian curriculum (at our own expense), but still receive credit for completing the work.

e The IDEA stalf was available as a resource to discuss teaching issues.

< Ability to include the more expensive extra-curricular activities that public school students benefit from with
no additional costto us. (Music instruction. Physical Education instruction, art instruction).

One of the requirements of being involved in the IDEA program was that we agree to have our children take
the standardized achievement testing to verify that they are within normal limits in their academic instruction. |
believe thattour test scores have demonstrated that with orwithout a.program like IDEA, homeschooling works
and DEED is getting i.'s moneys worth when they support homeschooling options.

The greatest asset to programs like IDEA is the individuality and flexibility that is permitted. If you attempt to
put homeschooling into a public school 'box’ by controlling and limiting options it will fail. Homeschooling works
because we can mix and match a program to fit the student. If our student is in 4thgrade in math, but 7 grade
in history and 5thgrade in language, we can assemble a curriculum to do that. Public school does not give us

that option. It's all 4thgrade or nothing.

Please use great care when writing regulations that attempt to make homeschooling look like a traditional
public school. | see these proposed regulations as taking great strides In this direction and if they are adopted
it is most likely that we will withdraw from working under a state program and return to homeschooling
independently as we have done in the past.

itreet
Petersburg, AK 99833
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March 14,2002 Page 1.

To: the HEESS Committee
Re:
From: Sharylee Zachary, Petersburg,AK

“Hello, again!”

| gave testimony at the March 7 meeting and submitted a comment letter that
same day.

I will not go over what | already said, but | do have a few more thoughts.

When someone is working with, say, cancer, the goal is to ‘get rid of it and bring
the person back to health’! No two cancers are the same, yet they have similar
characteristics. Several avenues of medical treatment are pursued to attain ‘the
goal’, - i.e. surgery, chemotherapy, radiation ... sometimes a combination of
procedures is needed to attain the goal. Everyone understands this principle.

The goal of education in Alaska is to be sure that all children in Alaska are
availed of the opportunity to get the best education in academics, as well as
character building, so they become self-supporting, honorable and upstanding
citizens with proper work ethics, loyalty to country, and reaching out to help their
fellow citizens; - that they are part of the strength of our Nation, and not part of
it's downfall. No two students are the same. Learning styles vary. Family
situations vary. The building - based schools have been set up to
accommodate a large number of children with teachers, supplies, programs,

etc. to reach ‘the goal'. Certain procedures and rules do need to be applied in
order to work with so many children in a controlled and effective way. But this is
only one, limited method of schooling and there are many methods, i.e.
homeschooling, that can be used to reach the goal of education.

Homeschooling is an entirely different, yet just as effective way, of educating
our children. It looks, feels, and functions differently because it can be designed
according to the child and the family. During the schooling years, children will
be at different levels in different areas. Yet, when they graduate, the - same
goal is met.

Because of programs like IDEA, Cyberlinks, & Pace our family has been able to
educate our children with resources we have never had available to us before.



MAR-14-2002 THU 03:00 PM P. 05

You might ask, "Then why did you not put your children in the public school
system?”

While v;e agree with a lot of things being taught in the school system, we see
areas that are being taught that we feel are very dangerous for children to be
exposed to. Iwon't go into them here, but those areas tear down the ‘character
building’ that we are trying to do in our children. Ifwe send our children into the
public school system, we are sending them into an area that will lead them to
make extremely unwise choices in their lives. We teach our children to treat all
people with respect and kindness, but that does not mean that they need to
believe that ‘what’ people are doing is o.k.

Now, it seems to me that the DEED is wanting to prevent us from having funds
to educate our children because we do not want to function as a ‘building-
based' school, and we do not agree with all that is taught. Also, they do not
want us to be allowed to use curriculum that teaches ‘character building’
principles that are based on Biblical principles that our country was founded on.

We do not want our children put in ‘harms way’ by certain ideas taught as o.k.
and‘the norm’. Over 10,000 children in Alaska will be penalized from funding
because the DEED does not understand that homeschooling is different from
‘building based’ and because we do not agree with with certain things that are

being taught in the public arena.

Our family and thousands of others in the system believe firmly enough in what
we are trying to accomplish in our childrens’ lives that we will forgo the funding
and carry on with less resources by leaving the program if we have to.

We want to be excellent examples to our children of Americans standing up for
what they believe, inspite of the consequences that may come fromit...
because what we believe is more important to our Nation in the long run, than a
comfortably and easier way of doing things (which may look good in the
beginning, - but may have unsavory consequences when everything is said and
done!

Thank you for reading my comments!
Respectfully, 1 =0 A :
Sharylee Zachary (Homeschooling'M<5Gther of Three)

P.O. Box 1531, Petersburg,AK 99833 dzachary@pobox.com
Page 2
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March 6. 2002
Pp-HR 464

Representatives Jeannette James, and Fred Dyson
Sate Capitd, Juneau Aeda

Iwould like lo gve you a copy o the attached letter to the Det, of Educdlionand %Da/elqcrrert
regarding their praposad regulatians far statewnice corespondence pragan's (AAAC R4 ) because Ifed
there ey be sore things overloaked that ey be addressed by actitions Inyour bl ifyouwerewdlling to
arend, a add sorethinginoit

Idid bold, on page 3 ofmy ke, something trat Heel may change state law regarding the frreedom of
all parents to home sdwol. el kmay be implementing punrtave circunstances fardlhome school fanilies,
whether they are associated toa correspondence pruyrum cxnot (3.450), kthey are Independently home
school ingftétrjt ﬁc])ept tonot do aﬂbggchn?rk, dgn%/hle niq__0 Hlen] also an];c/rat%/]eimm slate ﬂ1;"9)u/nded correspor;der\;\%tg -
program aurrent year y, an oningyear Tastyear they attenpt toapply, whi
goes against Ihe wishes of the Iegigpatue nthe freedom home schooling fanlliesarranlly enjoy.

would lie tohear fronyou seecrficallyon how we can help further the sucoess of HB 464, and
anything you feel we can do tohelp thishill successfullymove towards passage.

Tnerkyou sonmuch for iisinrodudion. Ifed itlsa th tohave hed treiragtto have
nmoved fonard with ths very goodiningyau gt

BoA711
ASBB4711
100726 Satrader@ad.net
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Comissae Shrlgll—dl
81 Wt Terth SUte
Juneay, AKERL-

Dear Commissioner Hollonay.

|ama proactive and Invdved parert of an aJ]S]CChIdWIh sRyyinegaion and eqressve languege
dsalrs hono sdhoding my snsuocessily, usrg the Gy grogram to help with sound eduudionu

ainoeandreswmstodosa lamhoresdhod rg s by mysdlf, without any puldic difirict invavernrert,
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COMMENTS REGARDING NEW STATE REGULATIONS FOR
CORRESPONDENCE PROGRAMS

February 17, 2002

Steven and Nancy Axelson
P.0. Box 9029

Ketchikan, AK 99901
(907) 225-9778

| am opposed to the potential instatement of regulations 4 AAC 33.421 and 4
AAC 06.450 concerning correspondence programs. The basic function of the existing
correspondence programs referred to in these new regulations has been to assist
homeschooling families like mine. Many of the new regulations are just adapting the
traditional regulations of brick and mortar public schools. Original legislation should be
drafted to fit these correspondence programs. It should be a process that involves a cross
section of people who rely on the programs, a bottom up approach. Parent/Teachers
should play a major role here. Program administrators and school board members need
to contribute to make sure legislation will allow for enough leeway to fit their programs
unique culture.

| am aware of at least three unique correspondencc-homeschool programs being
used in the Ketchikan area. REACH, PACE, and IDEA. REACH, Respecting
Educational Alternatives & Choices in Homeschooling - the acronym alone couldn’t
make clearer their mission. The foundation on which the PACE program was built
“...offers parents the opportunity to make decisions on how their children are educated
(and)...provides alternative choices to the reqular school experience.” The IDEA
program’s objective is to “...build and foster a community of learners which views
education as not confined to the traditional four walls of a classroom, rather a free-
flowing exchange of knowledge and ideas .” Under the “new” proposed top down
legislation, existing programs such as these will be re-formed into the generic public
schools that the legislation was originally written for.

That being said, however, it is unlikely that legislation drafters will ever
undertake such an endeavor. So at the very minimum, here are the areas in the proposed
“new" state regulations that must be changed.
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Regulations 4 AAC 04.010 and 4 AAC 04.200 were designed to facilitate a
relationship between the community and the school and protect the students in a public
school institution and do not apply correctly to a homeschool situation where a child is
most often being taught directly by the parents. This legislation should not be




“borrowed” and adopted for homeschoolers because much of it does not apply and
infringes on the very rights that homeschoolers are often practicing when they choose
alternative education. 4 AAC 04.010 needs to be rewritten or eliminated, as it was not
written with homeschool students in mind. For example, 04 AAC 04.010 (b) (2) reads as
follows: “empower the public with the knowledge that the skills and subjects included in
this chapter are of great importance to education so that the public can participate in local
educational planning with more authority and effect.” A homeschool does not need the
public “empowered with the knowledge that the skills and subjects of this chapter are of
great importance so that the public can participate in local educational planning with
more authority and effect”. Homeschooling takes the “public” out of the equation and
allows parents to be more than just participants. Homeschool parents ARE the
educational planners for their children. Another example: 4 AAC 04.200 (a) reads as
follows: “Subsections (b) and (c) of this section identify and describe content and
performance standards that reflect the highest abilities and qualities of the teaching
profession.” The list of performance standards in (b) and (c) referred to above is too
extensive to copy here. Again, this does not apply to homeschoolers being taught by a
parent who has a God-given right to be their child’s teacher and does not need to qualify
by anyone’s criteria or performance standard.

Bn R

Here again the legislation is demanding public school legislation standards in my
home. AS 14.03.090 reads: “<._partisan, sectarian, or denominational doctrines may
not be advocated ina public school (my home if I’'m a part of a correspondence
program) during the hours the school is insession...” My children are learning from
the moment they awake in the morning until the moment they fall asleep at night. | teach
my children “when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up” Deuteronomy 6:7. Even with set “school hours” at home
this section cannot possibly apply. This subsection must not be passed! The government
cannot regulate or limit the religious beliefs, denominational elect; ines, partisan or
sectarian biases that we wish to represent to, teach to or advocate to our As
homeschoolers, many of us are teaching our children at home for the very reason that we
wish to impart religious biases! We cannot allow the government to intentionally or
inadvertently pass legislation that could jeopardize our freedom to influence our children.
We are not talking about a hired teacher in a public institution when we are looking at
these correspondence programs. We are talking about parents and their children in their
own homes. We must be allowed to teach our children whatever we choose, whether the
materials we use are purchased by the state or by our own funds.

Each family that chooses to homeschool has their own unique list of reasons why
they chose this option. Some of the objections many of us have to the public institutions
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will be brought into our homes with the proposed regulations above. As parents we need
to be able to maintain control and freedom in choosing the materials we use in teaching
our children at home. With the passing of this legislation, the government has the power
to prevent me teaching my religion to my family with materials purchased by me in my

home.
4AAC 33.421 subsection (h) specifies and regulates the appropriate spending of

state funds. | understand that this is necessary and reasonable. It isa completely
different issue then approving unfunded materials that are to be used. 1am not objecting
to the regulations of state funding but to the regulation of curriculum and course of study
as stated again in subsection (g) part 1and in subsection (d) below:
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n (d) above, it is unclear whether the parent teaching the child is considered part
of the program staff. If this regulation was interpreted that way then it would again
prohibit religious instruction in the home. This regulation needs more clarity.

The following requlations are proposed that would mandate state testing of the
students enrolled in the above programs.
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This legislation should not be enacted. | understand that if the State is funding a
program, they are going to need some way of monitoring and evaluating the program and
all participants and staff for assessment. There are adequate provisions in subsection 4
AAC 33.421 (e) to achieve this.
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Monthly review is an excessive burden to place on the parent but quarterly review
would be sufficient to ensure that academic progress was being made.

CAS

Legislation requiring homeschoolers to participate in State testing must not be
enacted. Any existing mandates need to be repealed or amended to include a provision
for parents to opt out of the tests if they deem this to be best for their child. Giving
correspondence program administrators the power to excuse students from testing and
then requiring the high percentage of participation as spelled out in AAC 33.421 (f)(3)
does not give them the freedom to allow parents/students to opt out of testing. There are
legitimate reasons why homeschool parents might not want to participate in the
assessment testing.

L Testing is not an accurate assessment. This is especially true for
homeschoolers because they arc choosing an unconventional approach to education. One
of the biggest benefits of homeschooling is the freedom it gives us to create a scope and
sequence (what to teach and at what grade level to teach it) suited to our own children
and of our own choosing - not the state’s. We are not teaching to the test, nor do we
want to be forced tojust to prove our performance to the critics. Testing would require
homeschool parents to teach what the government decides is appropriate for our kids to
learn and at what age they should learn it. This unravels the very fabric of existing
correspondence programs stated missions and objectives. And it erodes the very freedom
many homeschoolers are trying to exercise. Often the reason achild isin a
homeschooling setting, is because the scope or sequence of the public school did not suit
the parents or the child. Testing would, in practice, dictate curriculum.

State tests are created to assess the knowledge, understanding, capabilities and
advancement of students being taught in an institutionalized setting. Public schools are
basically similar across the state and as they are governed by state standards, testing is
going to be far more accurate among those who have gone through the system that they
were designed to test. Conversely, the cultural atmosphere of a homeschool setting is
going to vary greatly from home to home. State tests are going to be biased against this
minority background. Forexample: one of the questions found on the second grade
IOWA test of Basic Skills assessment test in the social studies section shows a picture of
a chalk board and asks where that particular item would usually be found. The choices



are home, schooi and two other choices. This question would obviously be biased if
“school” were the correct answer. On the IOWA test of Basic Skills test for first graders
the same question is asked about a globe. Many homeschoolers have these kinds of
resources in their homes and these kinds of questions would not correctly assess their
knowledge. This is agood example of how standardized tests are going to be biased
against the alternative culture of the homeschooling population.

There is also great controversy among psychologists as to the validity of
standardized testing, and whether it does assess ability and knowledge, or rather
familiarity and comfort with testing procedures and materials. Not all children are even
familiar with the same types of testing procedures let alone the same educational
materials. Furthermore, homeschool parents are intimately acquainted with their students
and know them and their strengths and weaknesses so well that they often don’t feel the
need to “test” their knowledge. Consequently, these students are not likely to be as
familiar with the whole concept of testing as conventional students. There is a greater
range of variance in testing procedures and educational materials in a homeschool setting.
There are such a wide array of educational materials available now for homeschoolers
that accuracy in testing would be almost impossible. My first grader, who is reading at a
third grade level and doing math at a second grade level has never even filled out a
bubble answer sheet and may score poorly even o1t these categories of the tests simply
because of the confusing process.

Another problem with standardized testing is that the tests presume a standard of
knowledge that homeschoolers might not agree with. For example, most public school
textbooks of world history teach that the earth is millions of years old and that dinosaurs
were prehistoric animals. 1have personally taught my kids a young-carth (only 6 or 7
thousand years old), creation view of history. They have learned that dinosaurs and
people were, in fact, 011 the earth at the same time. That is what we believe based on the
Bible. I use this example to show that any test questions about this are going to be
religiously biased against my kids. If the tests show that my kids are not educated
properly because they didn’t "know that people and dinosaurs were not o1 the earth at the
same time” or that certain archaeological findings date people back 12,000 years or more
then the tests did not assess their knowledge but their beliefs. This would also be similar
to a child taking a standardized test in the 1400’s answering the question “what shape is
the earth? a) flat b) round etc. One of the reasons | homeschool is because | want to
teach my children our personal beliefs which are often not the perspective being taught in
the public schools. The tests are going to be biased against this freedom of belief.

2. Testing has psychological ramifications. Many homeschool parents don’t
want to expose their children to the psychological stress, pressure and labeling of testing.
They don’t want grades to become the focus of learning nor a tool to alter self-esteem.
Rather, they want learning to be a natural gathering of information and skills that the
child can learn to use and apply and reason with. They don’t want their child to aspire to
a goal that is less worthy than the bare achievement of appreciating the world we live in
and mastering it...simply a love of learning. To aspire to acquire a letter grade or a high
score on a test cheapens and overshadows the goals that some of us want for our children.
Many of us homeschool for this very reason. Again, this is yet another instance where



the rules and regulations for public schools cannot be imposed on homeschoolers without
encroaching upon the rights we seek to keep.

Government assisted homeschooling, via the existing correspondence programs, provides
a wide range of opportunities that would not otherwise be available and is beneficial to
many homeschoolers. Money spent on education in these unique cultural settings
(homes) assures the state a continual diverse pool of future Alaskans. Changing or
passing legislation that diminishes the difference between public schools and
homeschools serves no logical end. Today, Alaska has the best climate for
homeschoolers of any state for parents who want to teach their children without
government funding or assistance. Why not set this goal for funded homeschool

programs too?



February 24, 2002

Comments regarding:
House Bill 464 by Representative James;

Proposed changes to the State Board of education and Early Development, 4 AAC 33.420-.490
Statewide Correspondence Programs;

Cyberlynx Correspondence School Audit;

Regarding House Bill 464 by Representative James. An Act relating to statewide school
district correspondence study programs, and Memorandum Number 2002-17: Notice of proposed
ehangcs in the Regulations of the State Board of Education and Early Development to 4 AAC
33.420-490, Statewide Correspondence.

Regarding See. 14.07.175(a) (1), We support the approval process of 10 years. This will allow
for the establishment of the school programs rather than starting over every year without a
stable base and allow the predictability for long term items.

Regarding See. 14.07.175(a) (2), We support the school district to establish the monitoring
intervals of the students. As they are involved with the students and the program, they can
best determine what is needed, not a State Board of Education that is isolated from the
students.

Regarding Sec. 14.07.175(a) (3) and (4), We support that the limits on use of teaching materials
should not be more stringent than those placed on public schools. To cause correspondence
schools and/or home schools to follow more stringent requirements, is to promote an attitude
ofaggression and discrimination against the correspondence and/or home schools and to favor
the public schools.

Regarding Sec. 14.07.175(b), We support this definition as well as including other methods of
home schooling that may be available.

With these ideas in mind it should be stated that a correspondence school/homo school,
should have less stringent and less restrictive regulations than a public school. How they are
approved, accepted, and evaluated should be based on the quality of education they produce.
Each school should be judged by itselfand not as a group. They should be allowed to have the
freedom to make their own choices regarding curriculum, monitoring, testing, grading, and use of
funding. As correspondence and/or home schools arc found in studies to produce a superior
education, our opinion is that the State Board of Education should then support these schools
above public schools with less stringent standards toward their operation.

Refer to:

Llome Schooling: From the Extreme to the Mainstream

Release Date: 9 October 2001 by The Fraser Institute.

Home schooled children are, on average, more academically and socially advanced than public

and private school students.
http://www.fraserinstitute. ca/media/media_releases/2001/20011009.html
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Regarding the proposed changes to the State Board of Education and Early Development, 4 AAC
33.420-.490 Statewide Correspondence Programs. We oppose these changes because the
correspondence schools do not need any special regulations, because they generally provide a
better education, more suited to the student. They should be encouraged with fewer regulations.
These proposed changes are also in conflict with 4 AAC 04.010 (¢ ) that states inpart that

“...The content standards and goals are intentionally broad to allow a school district to
tailor its curriculum to the conditions, goals, and expectations of its community. A school
district board, working with the public, teachers, and students shall choose and implement
effective teaching strategies so that its students will achieve high performance in a subject
area...”

'fo implement these changes would cause this section to be declared null and void. The total of
these proposed changes emphasize the adage of“hollow the Money.” They indicate that the main
reason for their existence is to keep the money for each student in the public school without
regard to the effect on the educational quality. The proposed regulations either do this directly,
such as in4 AAC 33.432, or indirectly by doing whatever possible to eliminate correspondence
schools from operating. Also 4 AAC 33.450 puts a burden on the correspondence schools that
public schools would never be able to meet and is showing direct antagonism and discrimination
against correspondence schools. This shows that these regulatioas are wrote in disregard to the
quality ofa students' education, but in an effort to close down correspondence schools even if it
harms the education of Alaska students.

Regarding 4 AAC 33.420, Department Approval. To compel correspondence school to apply
annually for isjust a way for the State Board of Education to cause extra paperwork to be done
by the correspondence programs. No state public schools are required to do this. 1fa public
school had to apply every year for operation, it would take a considerable amount of time that
could be spent for the educations of students. Also, a long term education plan cannot be set up
one year at a time, but should be set up to work best tor each individual toward an excellent
education. This shows that the proposed regulations were not designed in the interest of the
education of Alaska students, but in the interest ofshutting down and restricting correspondence
schools so that the public schools can then get the state funds. It also shows that the State Board
ofeducations feels that public schools cannot compete with the correspondence schools in
educational quality, so they must eliminate the correspondence schools so the poor public school
results have nothing to he compared with.

Regarding 4 AAC 33.421, Statewide correspondence Study Program Requirements. These
should be either less stringent or the same as public schools and be set up by the local individuals
working with the student, as correspondence schools generally produce a better education for the
student, because of the flexibility and individuality ofeach program. Implementing Statewide
restrictions on this would harm this flexibility and individuality. The only purpose for this section
is to decrease the quality of education of correspondence schools so that the public schools they
are compared to do not look so bad. As to the requirement for grading and monitoring by a
certified teacher, this should be left up to the correspondence school to determine because us each
program is set up for each student individually, it defeats this purpose and advantage and will
result in a lower quality of education. Also as cveiy student will be using consumable materials, it
should lie up to the correspondence school to determine how to judge between consumable
materials and items that become school property if purchased form the students account fund. To



take this decision away from the correspondence school is really just a method to cause an
additional burden on them that is not placed on the public schools, to try and shut them down.

Regarding 4 AAC 33.430, Enrollment of Out-of-District Schools. This section would give the
public school the authority to exclude a parent/student from enrolling in a correspondence school
of their choice. This would then cause a significant decrease in the educational opportunities of
that student. It would also take away the flexibility and individuality that most correspondence
schools have of tailoring the education to the needs of each student individually. The only
purpose for this section is to eliminate correspondence schools so that the publie schools do not
have to compete with them and also have their lower standards of education revealed.

Regarding 4 AAC 33.432, Enrollment of Special Education Students. To give the district of
residence the ability to control the students’ education regardless of the concern and choice of the
parent shows that the regulations are not concerned with the education of the special education
student, but that the main concern is that the majority of the ftinds for that student are to go to the
district of residence, regardless ofthe education outcome. 1fa parent wants their special
education student to receive the individual and flexible attention that a correspondence school can
provide, then they should have that choice regardless of the attitude of the district of residence,
and all funding for that student should then go to the correspondence school for the purpose of
supporting that student. This section really reveals the intent o f these proposed regulations, that
the purpose is to let the public schools get as much funding as they can without regard to the

students educational quality.

Regarding 4 AAC 3.450, Failure to Participate in State Mandated Assessinent Test. There should
not need to lie a special section for this because it should be the same as for all students. To
cause special restrictions on correspondence school is an act of discrimination. The only purpose
for this is to cause hardship for correspondence school programs and remove students from them
to enable public schools to enhance their funding. 1fa student fails or misses a test in a publie
school are they then going to be required to attend a correspondence school the next year? Public
schools would never be subjected to this because it would hurt their funding and show that they
are not able to provide the same level of individual education that correspondence schools can.
There can by hundreds of reasons for missing or foiling an assessment test. These should be
considered individually for the student that is effected. Most of the time a correspondence school
can do this more effectively because of the individual attention payed to each student and their
individual education program

Regarding 4 AAC 33.460, Program Review. This section is an effort to increase the paperwork
requirements ofthe correspondence schools. 1fthis is not required of public schools then is
should not be required of correspondence schools. To make this a ‘by request’ basis, would be to
open up an avenue for harassment of the correspondence school to further accomplish the effect

ofclosing it down.

These proposals all point to the fact of the department of education wanting to rid the state of
correspondence schools in the state of Alaska They are trying to do this through discrimination,
harassment, excess of paperwork, and excessive regulation. 'ITiis is in complete disregard for the
education of the students of Alaska and the superior individualized education that correspondence
schools can provide. It should also be considered that the Alaska correspondence schools such as
Cyberlynx are being looked at by teachers from other states as having the lead in the future of



education with the individual programs they can set up and the superior education they can
provide. These proposals would eliminate these advantages for Alaska students and say that the
Alaska board of education would rather have complete control and act as a “police state’ in
education, than to provide a quality education to the students of Alaska

Regarding the Department of Educations Audit of Cyberlynx:

The attitude of the auditors of confrontation and disrespect shows that these auditors were not
there to conduct theirjob of reviewing the correspondence school, but to find reasons to eliminate
it. By being confrontational and disrespectful they aiuld hope to cause nervousness in the
administration and staff, and maybe incite a reaction to use agaiast the school. It also shows that
the report of the audit was predetermined, and the only purpose for being there was to look for
information to substantiate the predetermined outcome in disregard for any other information.
The fact that there were no members of the audit team from a correspondence school is a serious
error. This would be coasidered criminal in a life-safety industry and should be considered for a
criminal complaint in this instance. It would be the equivalent of having an auto mechanic making
flight inspections on a 747. This should have been noted by the department o f education and
canceled the results ofsuch an audit. It should also have been noted by the head of the audit team
and he should have removed the team from the audit process until this was corrected. This act of
defiance to normal standards should declare this audit null and void as well as any subsequent
action. Also the fact that the head of the audit team was from a competing school type system is
to be considered a ainflict of interest that automatically disqualifies him from this position and
declares that any further pursuing of this audit and subsequent regulations stemming from it could
be considered a criminal and/or civil act that is being pursued by the department of education in
disregard to any true issues to achieve there preplanned end of eliminating a>rrespondenee
schools. The head of the audit team should also have to file a response on why he did not
suspend the audit until it could be done properly before any actioas on these regulations, or any
other results of the audit information are considered. The audit team should also have to issue an
apology to Cybcrlynx for the unprofessional, uncooperative, and confrontational behavior. 1fany
regulations arc to be proposed, they should be that this type ofaudit, in this attitude should never
again be preformed. The preplanned end of this audit is also shown by the short time frame given
for Cyberlynx to respond to the audit, when the time any responses back to Cybcrlynx have been
very slow without care to resolving the issue.

Understand that the entire issue of this audit, and the proposed regulations are to eliminate any
parent choice or control, and any individualism from the Alaska school system. It would seem
that the Board of Education feels that the public schools are threatened by correspondence
schools because of the individual attention and higher grade ofeducation that usually results in a
correspondence school. They feel that they mast then cause a degradation of the correspondence
school through additional regulations and more stringent requirements so that the public schools
don’t look so b, This isin disregard to the opportunities and better education that can be
presented to the students thru correspondence schools.

Reginald and Joy Swedberg
P.O. Box 56359
North Pole, Alaska 99705-1359
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Honorable State Legislators, 3/19/02

Support forHB 464 and againstnew DOE proposed regulations Chapter 33
lam here to supportHB 464, which protects the prospering of publiic correspondence

My wife and Ihave 4 children enrolled inthe Cyber lynx Correspondence program in
Nenana. We have taught ar.kids for 6 years, three of these years wirthout correspondence
prograns. These programs are now under attadk by the Alasku Department of Education.
Alaska is, and has been ina unique position recatly in thisnew idea of correspondence
schooling and has captured the interest of other school districts inother states thet arc
looking forways to improve and renovate treir prograns.  The whole i1dea of school
vouchers Issurpassed by thisnew experiment inhome education tret gives parents
Treedom and choice as they educate their children. Veteran home schoolers and
newcomers alike are all attracted to school distnids tret arc offering prograns tretare
amicable tonard theirneeds since parents want the best for treir children.

There showever one element thathas been antagonistic towards these programs and
thet isthe regullations regarding correspondence proposed by the Alaska department of
education. Our state has the gpportunity to be at the autting edge ofeducational
altermatives. Instead of taking this opportunity tobe Inovative, progressinve, and
cooperative with parents to help them be the best educators they can be, theDOE 3
proposed regulatioswill... SHUT THE PROGRAMS DOWN! That isof course except
for treirown programs like Alyeska Correspondence. The DOE constantly indicates in
theirmaterial tret their programs are superior and home schooling isa lessbereficial wav
ofeducating, even though public school educators El us constantly tret childrenwho do
better in public school are those thethave purents athome involved in trelr leamirn.

One can see thisby readin’™the proposals, which include no encouraging language
referring to the terms parents, fanilies, orhome sdhooling.

Thesc proposed regulations undermine the main berefits forwanting tohome school
with® public funds inthe firstplace, and does thisby making it impossible for these
correspondence programs to operate without lacal school districtantrol. Inessence tre
DOE msstating that since local correspondence progranms have to endure endless red tge,
then everyone else has to als. Itseems tome that less burocracy and more educating was
supposed to be themaiin idea. Our experience Is tratour correspondence program has
required quite a bit of documentation inorder to prove that requested public funds arc
used solely for the education of the studartts. 1 feel the current requilrements and state
testingare sufficient to prove that children arc being educated.

The DOK smaking abig point as to accoutability o treir requlations, but Twould like
o know rfthey feel atall accountable to Parents who arc working very hard to educate
their children. Contraiy to popular DO E beliefparents do demonstrate good judgment
and performance and can actually educate a child properly without imposed regulatios.
Not only does the DOE state in their proposed regullations that school districtiswall pick
out the curriculums and expect parents to send inall work to be graded by them, but it
also says thet since we arc a public school entaity, we cannot use religias, partisn, etc.
meterial inour own homes even ifwe purchase thermaterial. This Ithirk Isavery
Interesting topic since theDOE  uses The Alaska Constirtution and another state law in
their wording to dictate what keliefsare taught inour home. These laws were written
regarding public school fealities, not homes. The intent of these laws isto protect
fanilies, not publiic school systerns interests.
The DOE however wants toshow in their proposals that they are working hard to give
parents a woice intheir chilldren Seducution. This isdemonstrated by requiring the parent
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1o sign an agreement for a curriculum plan that they have no say i Inotherwords be
involved inour plan and we &l you what todo. We believe tret home educators and
the DOE can work together suocessfully. This will require mutual trust for the berefit of
all involhved.
The truth isthese programs are working, and furthermore, education funding i
ultimately inexistence to provide every child in this country with an education. The DOE
however discriminates against home education and parental influence and believes
government funding should be onlly for those individuels tret are enrolled intheir
traditical methods. 1helieve the state needs to intcivene and hold DOE accountable for
these aurrent and proposed regulatias.

1rDOE regullations continue their current trend towards increased micro management,
taghter antrols, and overbearing scrutiny over parental abillity to teach theirown chilldren
we will withdraw from public school programs. The DOE realizes that these requlations
rfaccepted willl phase out public school long distance education inthe State.
Unfortunately, not only walll our correspondence program lose aut, DOE will lose funding
asvell. Please supportHB 464 legislatian...
Thank you foryour tire.

Jeff& Caroline Smardo
45112 East Sunrise Court
Kenai, Alaska 99611
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Subject: HB 464 and SB 346
Date: Sat, 16 Mar 2002 10:45:29 -0900
From: "Carol Simpson" <carols@ideafami'ies.org>
To: "Wes Keller" <Wes_Keller@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Whitney Highland" <Whitney_Highland@ legis.state.ak.us>,
"Richard Schmitz" <Richard_Schmitz@legis.state.ak.us>
CC: "Representative Fred Dyson" <Representative_Fred Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us>,
"Jim Pound" <Jim_Pound@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Senator Loren Leman" <Senator_Loren_Leman@ legis.state.ak.us>

Hello all;

You are doing a magnificent job! Whitney, you were simply fabulous about holding the line
regarding AS 14.14.090(7) and the appropriateness of the inclusion of the words "establish
procedures"!!! It is true that both the old and new regs say that the local board must "review and
select" all materials as opposed to establish procedures for such - my feeling, as | explained to
Whitney r € Thursday, is that this has always gone too far...i.e. beyond the statute. It is
impractical and cumbersome for a program such as ours, which allows for latitude beyond the

same "school in a box" for every student in every grade.

| so appreciate Loren's clear thinking in the midst of all that to explain the three options that
programs then have (after the Board establishes procedures) in approving the purchase and/or
use of materials. |think this is very appropriate and makes perfect sense, and it is exactly what
we do! He explained it in a way that made even Ed agree with the concept! |also very much
appreciated how much testimony Fred gave on our behalf (by his own admission) on Thursday,
adding to Richard's explanations and lobbying for this bill.

When | left the meeting (LIO) yesterday, | was thinking that maybe we could look at some slight
re-phrasing of (3) in order to make it more palatable to Ed so that he does not try to obstruct it.
This was due to what he was saying about going along with the original phrasing of (3), aiong
with Loren's 3 options. However, in looking it over, | really like it just the way it is. If you guys
think that we can get it passed the way it is, let's just leave it.

Jim F and | were discussing some options for adding an element related to representation on
the local school board and responsibility toward the correspondence students, with the thought
in mind that if we can address these concerns of the DOE and the State Board, we can alleviate
much of the push toward regulation. They keep saying that they need to regulate state-wide
programs because (a) we do not have a legal responsibility for those students who reside out of
our district, and (b) those families do not have representation on the local board. My feeling is
that if we can find an appropriate way to address these twin concerns, we can cut them off at the
pass. Jim has some ideas that may have evolved since we spoke last, so I'll leave itto him to

discuss it with you.

By the way, Steve, Jim, and | all looked through all of the NW Association of Schools and
Colleges accreditation stuff and can see nothing about the selection of materials. See
http://www.asdn.org/distance education/ed 597 5k/ | had another thought, which Ithink is
crucial. Remember Friday, Ed says that he called the NWASC and they thought that

there would be a problem with this wording that backs off from the Board actually selecting the
materials. One of you (who can be at these hearings - Whitney, since the Senate is first?)
should call them ASAP Monday morning and ask them the same thing, explaining the wording in

3/18/2002 3:32 PM
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MB 464 and SB 346

these bills. Just like it was beneficial to have Whitney sitting there saying, "l have the law in my
hand; it says "establish procedures!”, it would be wise for someone to be able to respond if Ed
says again, "Well, | called the NWASC and they had a problem with it; | am just trying to protect
these programs' accreditation.” It would be great if Whitney or someone could say, "Well, |
called them this morning (go as high as you can on the contact) and spoke to the President (or
whatever), and he said " Not to show Ed up, but just to avoid the "I think ." and "well, 1
think...." kind of discussion. [ think that this is VERY important. We can < out it will be better

if you do it, so you can say that you spoke to them yourself.

By the way, in response to someone's question (I am not looking at my meeting notes), AS
14.08.101 (3) Powers of School Boards: "School districts must conduct all business through the

school board."

Thank you once again, every one of you, for all your hard work! Please continue to keep me in
the loop. See you in a few days!

Carol

20f2 3/18/2002 3:32 PM
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Representative Fred D yson

HB 505- MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
SPONSOR STATEMENT

The growth of yVlaska’s clinical mental health profession is a commendable response
to the needs of our state’s youth and adults, and to y\laska’s mental health system as
a whole. More safety is needed for our citizens who experience acute psychiatric
crises. Currently, in many regions of our state, there is a shortage of mental health
professionals who are authorized to respond to a variety of significant public safety
circumstances. Because of the limited focus of the current Title 47 definitions, many
licensed professionals who are qualified to aid these Alaskans are not authorized to
do so. HB 505 addresses this concern by updating the statutory definition of ‘mental
health professional,” resulting in an increase in the efficacy of Alaska’s mental health

system.

HB 505 expands the definition of ‘mental health professional’ to include (1) a
licensed marital and family therapist, (2) a licensed professional counselor, (3) a
licensed clinical social worker, and (4) a person who is trained and experienced and
who is in die process of qualifying for licensure. This updates the current Title 47
definition, which was composed before the establishment of licensing standards for

these master-level clinicians.

The broadening of the ‘mental health professional’ definition will increase die
number of licensed, master-level professionals who will be (1) authorized to evaluate
prisoners for psychological or psychiatric treatment, (2) authorized to evaluate
minors who may need to be confined to, or released from, a residential treatment
center, (3) liable to report incidents of harm, and (4) authorized to perform civil

commitments.
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[1B505-Changing the Definition of Mental Health Professional

How the Inraal Civil Commitment Evaluation for Ex Parte Works

When a person experiencing a mental health aisis needs an evaluation for possible
admittance to a mental health hospital, a “fiental health professional” {MHP) iscalled in
to conduct an evaluation. The goal of the evaluation is to determine if the person has a
mental illress, and as a result, is suicical, homicidal or “gravely disabled™? Ifthe MHP
determines trat the person fits these aiteria, and the individual refuses voluntary
hospitalization, a call s placed to a consulting psychiatrist or physician. I the consulting
psychiatrist or physician concurs with the evaluation that the person is at dire nk, the
MHP oontacts a judge, who hearing the results of the evaluation makes the decision
whether or not © involuttarily commit the individial © a 72-hour hold. While
hospitalized, a psychiatrist examines the person. Ifthere continues to be sufficient risk of
harm, there isa court hearing for extended commitment. At anytime during this process if
the person no longer meets commitment aTteria, they are released.

Current Definition

The current definition included every discipline of mental health practitioner at the tine:
licensed psychiatrist or physician,

licensed clinical psychologist or licensed psydolo®.  jl,

registered nurse with amaster 3 degree inpsychiat cnursing,

or any kind of social worker with amaster 3degree and experience.

Since the statute was written in 1981, the nation and Alaska have been licensing Clinical
Social Workers (LCSW), Licensed Marital and Family Therapists (LMFT) and Licensed

Professional Counselors (LPC).

To do an ex parte eval you must work ina hospital or State funded mental health canter.
Across the state, there are approximately 140 mental health clinicians doing emergency
services evaluations.  In reality, only halfof these cliniciars fit the current definition.

Under current statute there isa legal precedent for having unlicensed, social workers with
experience do evaluations. HB505 would include master 3 level clinicians who are

experienced, but also supervised and working toward licansure.

© LMFTs, LPCs and LCSWs are clinically qualified to serve these needs.

= Including all licensed mental health disciplines and requiring that unlicensed
clinicians hold a master 3 degree, be experienced, supervised and working toward
licesure, enlarges the pool of MHPs who must meet legislatively mandated standards
of education, experience and professionalisn © qualify for one of the 140 present
emergency services positions. People who do not hold one of these jobs cannot do
civil commitment evaluations. A judge makes the decision about commitment.
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STATUTORY DEFINITIONS OF ALASKA SMENTAL HEALTH DISCIPLINES
Presented in the order inwhich theywere recognized with licensure

Licensed Psychologists and Licensed Psychological Associates
Psychologists (Ph.D.) inAlaska currently holding licenses 132
Psychological Associates (MA) currently holding licenses 38

Sec. 08.86.130. Licensing requirements. (FOR PSYCHOLOGISTYS)

(@ The board dall issue a psychologist license toa personwho

(D holds an eamed doctorate degree, from an academic institution whose program of
graduate study for a doctorate degree in psychology meets the ariteria established by the
board by regulation, in

(A) clinical psychology;

(B) counseling psychology; or

(©) education ina field 1 . specialization considered equivalent by the board;

(@ has not engaged in dishonorable conduct related t the practice of counseling or
psychometry;

(3 has one year of post doctoral supervised experience approved by the board; and

(@ takes and passes the abjective examination developed or approved by the board.

() The board may not deny recognition as an accredited or approved academic
institution to an educational institution solely because 1tsprogram has not been accredited

by a professional organization of psychologists.

Sec. 08.86.160. Licensing requirements. (FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATES)

(@ The board dall isse a psychological associate license o a person who

(D holds an eamed mester"s degree from an academic institution whose program of
graduate study for a mester”s degree in psychology meets the aiteria established by the
board by regulation in

(A) clinical psychology;

(B) counseling psychology; or

(©) education na field of specialization considered equivalent by the board;

(@ has not engaged In dishonorable conduct related to the practice of counseling or
psychometry;

(3) has two years of post master"s supervised experience approved by the board; and

(4 takes and passes the abjective examination developed or approved by the board for
psychological associates.

() The board may not deny recognition as an accredited or approved academic
institution to an educational instatution solely because tsprogram has not been accredited
by a professional organization of psychologists.

Sec. (08.86.230. Definitions. Inthis depter,

©) '"to practice psychology' means to render or offer t render for a fee to individuals,
groups, organizations, or the public for the diagosis, prevention, treatment, or
arelioration of psychological problems and emotional and mental disorders of
individuals or groups or for conducting research on human behavior, a psychological



service involving the application of psychological principles, methods, and procedures of
understanding, predicting, and influencing behavior, including

(A) tre principles pertaining to leaming, perception, motivation, emotions, and
interpersonal relationships;

(B) themethods and procedures of interviewing, counseling, psychotherapy, biofeedback,
behavior modification, and hypnosis;

(©) oonstructing, administering and interpreting tests of mental adilities, gptitudes,
interests, attitudes, personality daracteristics, emotions, and motivations.

Sec. 08.86.164. Scope of practice by associate.

@ A psychological associate shall be licensed to provide psychological services within
the nature and extent of the psychological associate™s training and experience as defined
in regulation.

Licensed Social Workers
Social Workers (Ph.D. or MA) currently holding licenses MZ

Sec. 08.95.110. License requirements.

@ The board shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a person who

(D has received a master § degree or a doctoral degree in social work from a college or
university approved by the board;

(@ has completed, within the 10 years before application for licensure and under the
supervision of a licensed clinical social worker, licensed psychologist, or licensed
psychiatrist either

(A) aminimum of two years of continuous full-time employment in postgraduate clinical
social work; or

®) aminimum of 3,000 hours of less than full-time employment in a period of not less
than two years in postgraduate clinical social work;;

(3 isofgood moral dharecter;

(@ singood professional standing and is fitto practice social work as determined by the
board;

(5) has provided three professional references that are acceptable to the board, including,
ifthe gpplicant

(A) was previously employed to practice social work, one reference from a person who
was the gplicait's employer while practicing social wor«v unless the gpplicant
demonstrates to the satisfaction of the board that the applicant is unable to satisfy the
requirement of this subparagraph through no fault of the gpplicant; and

(B) scaurrently employed to practice social work, a reference from the goplicant™s current
employer;

© has satisfectorily completed the examination given by the board for clinical social
worker licensing; and

(7)) has paid required fess.

() The board sall isste a license authorizing use of the title "'master social worker” toa
person who

(D) stashies the requirements of @), (3 - G), and (V) of this section; and



(@ has satisfectorily completed the examination given by the board for master social
worker licensing.

Sec. 08.95.990. Definitions. Inthis dgpter,

@ ‘clinical social work™ means the diagnosis of psychiatric disorders and the use of
techniques of applied psychotherapy of a nonmedical nature whi le practicing social work;
©) " social work™ means a service in which a special knowledge of social resources,
human cgebilities, and the part that unconscious motivation plays iIn detemmining
behavior is directed, through the application of social work principles and methods, at
helping individuals to achieve more adequate, satisfying, and productive social
adjustments;

(7 "social work principles and methods™ include counseling of a nonmedical nature ©
assist in the treatment of menial and emotional conditions of individuals, fanilies, and
groups; providing information and referral services; providing or arranging for the
provision cf social services; explaining and interpreting the psychosocial aspects in the
situations of individials, families, or groups; helping communities to organize, provide,
or improve social and health services; and doing research related to social work.

Licensed Marital and Family Therapists
Marital and Fami ly Therapists (Ph.D. or MA) currently licensed  JjO

Sec. 08.63.100. Qualifications for license to practice.

@ The board sall i1sste a license to practice marital and family therapy to a person who
(D applies on a form provided by the board;

(@ pays the fee established under AS 08.01.065 ;

(3 fumishes evidence satisfactory to the board that the person

(A) has not engaged in conduct thet isa ground for imposing disciplinary sanctions under
AS 08.63.210;

(B) holds a mester"s degree or doctorate in marital and family therapy or allied mental
health field from a regional ly accredited educational instrtution approved by the board for
which the person completed a course of study that included instruction substantially
equivalent to the following:

(1) three courses or nine semester or 12 quarter hours of course work in marital and
Tamily therapy;

(@in) three courses or nine semester or 12 quarter hours of course work in marital and
Tami ly studies;

(i) three courses or nine semester or 12 quarter hours of course work in human
development;

(V) one course or three semester or four quarter hours of course work in professional
studies or professional ethics and law;

(V) one course or three semester or four quarter hours of course work in research; and

(v) one year of supervised clinical practice inmarital and family therapy;

(C) after receiving a degree described in (B) of this paragraph, has

() practiced marital and family therapy within three years of the persons goplication,
including 1,500 hours of direct clinical contact with couples and families; and



(i) been supervised in the clinical contact for at lesst 200 hours, including 100 hours of
individual supervision and 100 hours of group supervision approved by the board;

(D) has received training related to domestic violence; and

(E) has passed awritten or oral examination administered by the board.

(b) Under regulations adopted by the board, a person who holds a mester*s or doctorate
degree in marital and family therapy or allied mental health field from a regionally
accredited educational nstitution approved by the board, but whose course of degree
study did not include all the courses or clinical practice requirements set out in Q))(B)
of this section may substitute post-tegree courses or practice, as approved by the board,
1o satisfy the requirements of (2)(3)(B) of this section.

© An alicant who fails an examination given under this section may not retake the
examination for a period of six months from the date of the examination that the
applicant failed.

(@ A license issued under this section all be renewed biemially by the gpplicant on a
date st by the department and approved by the board. ttshall be renewed by payment of
the fee established under AS 08.01.065 and by satisfaction of the continuing education
requirements established by the board for the renewal of licenses issued under this
section.

Sec. 08.63.900. Definitions. Inthis depter, unless the context indicates otherwise,

(®) 'practice of marital and family therapy'' means the diagnosis and treatment of mental
and emotional disorders that are referenced iIn the standard diagnostic nomenclature for
marital and family thergpy, whether cognitive, affective, or behavioral, within the context
of human relatioships, particularly marital and family systers; marital and family
therapy involves

(A) the professional goplication of assessments and treatments of psychotherapeutic
services 1o individials, couples, and fanilies for the purpose of treating the diagnosed
emotional and mental disorders;

(B) an applied understanding of the dynamics of marital and family interactias, along
with the application of psychotherapeutic and counseling techniques for the purpose of
resolving intrapersonal and interpersonal conflict and changing perceptions, attrtues, and
behaviors iIn the area ofhuman relationships and family life;

Licensed Professional Counselors
Professional Counselors (Ph.D. orMA) currently licensed 275

Sec. (08.29.110. Qualifications for licensure.

@ The board shall issue a professional counselor license to a person who applies for the
license, submits the required fee, submits two letters of recommendation from

professional counselors who are familiar with the goplicant™s practice of professional

counseling, and presents evidence satisfactory to the board that the person

(D isat lesst 18 years of age;

(@ 15 not under Investigation in this or another jurisdiction for an act that would

constitute a violation of this dhepter;

(3 has not had a license related to the practice of counseling, psychology, marital and

family thergpy, or social work in this or another jurisdiction suspended, revoked, or



surrendered in lieu of discipline unless the license has been fully reinstated in tret
Jurisdiction;

(4 has passed a written exanination as required by the board; the board may provide that
passing a nationally recognized examination for professional counselors is sufficiett to
meet the examination requirement of this paragraph;

() has successfully completed ertrer
(A) an eamed doctoral degree in counseling or a related professional field from a

regional ly accredited institution of higher education approved by the board; or

(B) an earmed mester™s degree in counseling or a related professional field, from a
regionally or nationally accredited institution of higher education approved by the board,
consisting of at lesst 48 semester hours and at lesst 12 other graduate semester hours in
counseling during or after eamning the master"s degree, for a total of at lesst 60 hours; and
(6) hes, after completing the requirement of either (5)(A) or (B) of this subsection, had at
lesst 3,000 ha\-s of supervised experience iIn the practice of professional counseling
performed over a period of at lesst two years under the supervision of a supervisor
approved under AS (08.29.210, with at lesst 1,000 hours of direct counseling with
individuals, couples, families, or groups and at least 100 hours of face-to-face superwsion
by a supervisor approved under AS 08.29.210 wunless, under regulations of the board, the
board allons the supervision t be by telephonic or electronic means because of the
remote location of the counselor.

(o) The board may, in its regulations, specify the areas of study that must be covered In
order to meet the educational regquirerents of (@) of this section.

Sec. 08.29.490. Definitions. In this depter,

(D) "practice of professional counseling™ means, subject t (C) of this paragraph, the
application of principles, methods, or procedures of the counsel ing profession to diagnose
or treat, other than through the use of projective testing or individually adninistered
intelligence tests, mental and emotional disorders thet are referenced in the standard
diagnostic nomenclature for individal, group, and organizational therapy, whether
cognitive, affective, or behavioral, within the context of human relationships and
systems; if otherwise within the scope of this paragraph, "practice of professional
counseling™ includes

(A) the professional gpplication of evaluation tedniques, treatments, and therapeutic
services o individuals and groups for the purpose of treating the emotional and mental
disorgers;

(B) an applied understanding of the dynamics of the individual and of group interactions,
along with the gpplication of therapeutic and counseling techniques for the purpose of
resolving intrapersonal and interpersonal conflict and changing perceptions, attitudes, and
behaviors in the area ofhuman relationships; and

(©) oonsistent with regulations adopted by the board under AS (08.29.020()(4),
administration and use of appropriate assessment instrurents that measure or diagnose
problems or dysfunctions within the course of human growth and development as part of
a counseling process or in the development of a treatment plan;



Initial Civil Commitment for Ex Parte

1. Person experiences a mental health crisis and needs an evaluation for possible admittance

O 0N

tamental health hospital.

A "mental health professional” iscalled in to conduct an ex parte evaluation.

The evaluator must work in a hospital (adoctor or psychiatrist) or be employed at a state-
funded community mental health center.

The evaluation is to determine If the person has a mental 1llness and, as a result, issuicidal,
homicidal or “'gravely disabled”, each of these criteria require there to be an indication of
real, imminent risk. Examples of ""grave disability’ are an individual who stops eating and
ISnear starvation because they hear voices that say someone has poisoned the food, or they
are so delusional that they are at risk of freezing to death because they have no awareness

of their bodies needs for survival.

If the mental health professional determines the person fits this criteria and the individual
refuses voluntary hospitalization, a call isplaced to a consulting psychiatrist or physician.

If the consulting psychiatrist or physician concurs that the person is at risk, the mental
health professional contacts a judge.

Upon hearing the results of the evaluation, the judge makes the decision as to whether or
not there is sufficient criteria t initiate an ex parte hold of the individual for up to 72-hours
for purposes of obtaining a full psychiatric evaluation done by a psychiatrist.

If there continues to be sufficient risk of harm, a court hearing is held to determine the
appropriateness for a civil commitment.

Anytime throughout this process If the person no longer meets the commitment criteria,
the individual isreleased from the hospital.

Mental Health Professional

Current Definition SB 302 New Definition

Licensed Psychiatrist 1 Licensed Psychiatrist
Licensed Physician 2. Licensed Physician
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 3. Licensed Clinical Psychologist
Licensed Psychological Associate 4. Licensed Psychological Associate
Registered Nurse with a Master®s 5. Registered Nurse with a Master®s
Degree inPsychiatric Nursing Degree in Psychiatric Nursing
Any Type of Social Worker with a 6. Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Master®s Degree and Experience 7. Licensed Marital and Family Therapist
8. Licensed Professional Counselors
9. Master-level clinician, with experience,

under supervision and seeking licensure



Initial Civil Commitment for Ex Parte

. Person experiences a mental health crisis and needs an evaluation for possible
admittance t amental health hospital.

. A "mental health professional” iscalled in to conduct an ex parte evaluation.

. The evaluator must work ina hospital (adoctor or psychiatrist) or be
employed at a state-funded community mental health center.

. The evaluation is to determine ifthe person has a mental illnessand, as a
result, issuicidal, homicidal or "gravely disabled”, each of these criteria
require there to be an indication of real, imminent risk. Examples of "'grave
disability" are an individual who stops eating and isnear starvation because
they hear voices that say someone has poisoned the food, or they arc so
delusional that they are at risk of freezing to death because they have no
awareness of their bodies needs for survival.

. IFthe mental health professional determines the person fits this criteriaand
the individual refuses voluntary hospitalization, a call isplaced toa
consulting psychiatrist or physician.

. IFthe consulting psychiatrist or physician concurs that the person isat risk,
the mental health professional contacts the judicial officer on cll.

. Upon hearing the results of the evaluation, the judicial officer makes the decision as
o whether or not the testimony of the mental health professional s sufficiett to
support a judicial finding that the statutory aiteria (threat of harm to <if, others or
grave disbility) have been met. Hthe judicial officer determines that the testimony
isaufficiatt, the judicial officer will enter a verbal and written order allowing the
individual to be held atan evaluation fecility for up to 72-hours so that a full
psychiatric evaluation can be done by a psychiatrist. This what iscommonly known
as an ex parte order. This order isprovided to the individual and states that there Is
probable cause 1 find that the individual issuffering from amental illnressand asa
result of thet illress they are a threat to i, others, or gravely disabled. This order
also appoints the public defender to represent the individual 1 further proceedings are
needed.

. IFatanytime during this process ifthe individual no longer meets the
commitment criteria, the individual isreleased from the hospital.
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Mental Health Professional

Current Definition

Licensed Psychiatrist

Licensed Physician

Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Licensed Psychological Associate

Registered Nurse with a Master”s
Degree inPsychiatric Nursing

Any Type of Social Worker with a
Master®s Degree and Experience

gD

6.
7.

8
9.

SB 302 New Definition

Licensed Psychiatrist

Licensed Physician

Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Licensed Psychological Associate

Registered Nurse with a Master®s
Degree inPsychiatric Nursing

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Licensed Marital and Family
Therapist

Licensed Professional Counselors

Master-level clinician, with

experience, under supervision
and seeking licensure



The original statutory definition for “fiental health professional” TMHP) was written into
Title 47, when psychiatrists, physicians, psychologists, master 3 level psychologists
(psychological associates) and psychiatric nurses were the only licensed mental health
professions. At trat time, master 3 leel social workers were not licensed, but were
acknowledged under the definition and allowed to do civil commitment evaluations if
they had “Sbstantial experience”? Since then, the clinical mental health field has
expanded to license social workers, marital and family therapists (MFT), and professional
counselors (LPC).

In addition to the use of the mental health professional definition for persons evaluating
adults in acute psychiatric aisis and facing mental health commitment, the definition also
applies to those working with incarcerated adults with mental illnessss, youth iIn the
custody of the Divisions of Family and Youth Services or Juvenile Jstice, and with
wilnerable acults ina variety of health care settings.

Licensing these professional mental health clinicians isaTtical 1o the public safety, and
hold accountable people working with wilnerable populations. Today, there are not
enough people within the current definition of a mental health professional licensed to do
thiswork. At the same time, there are hundreds of licensed professionals who do not fall
wirthin the current definirtion and cannot do the work.

This hill changes the definition of MHP to acknowledge the licensing of clinical social
workers (LCSW), MFTs and LPCs, and makes provisions for those working toward
licesure. By including experienced master 3 level clinicias working toward licensure,
the bill also Increases the capacity of our mental health system to protect Alaska 3 youth
and adults who are experiencing acute psychiatric arisis in our conmunities, to protect
and safeguard wilnerable adults from harm, and to treat mentally il adults who are
Incarcerated.

Changing the definition of MHP would increase the number of traired professionals
working inthe fieldwho are:

1 required to report incidents of harm to wilrerable alllts;
1 allowed to provide mental health treatment to prisoers;

1 authorized o evaluate children and minors in custody for appropriateness to
be placed in secure resicential treatment caters;

1 eligible to work in one of the 140 jobs at community mental health centers
where emergency evaluations are done on individuals experiencing a aisis,
determine suicicality, homocidality and grave dissbility in preparation for a
Judge 3 decision on appropriateness for mental health civil commitment t a
hospital in Fairbanks, Anchorage or Juneau.



