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C hristina  L. A xm ak er 
P .O .B ox  301 
P e tersburg ,A laska  99833

I am  sorry  tha t I cannot s tay  fo r the public com m ent period  but I a lso  have a  p iano  recital 
to attend.

I have a few  concerns abou t the C s for HB 464.

F irst, I feel tha t the bill needs to be adopted so that w e w ill be p ro tected  from  fu rther over 
regu lation  from  the D E E D .

A s tim e  goes along, there  will be new  D E ED  board m em bers and  new  L egislatu res. I am  
concerned  tha t there  w ill be less hom e school friendly o ffic ia ls in the  future. I f  w e w ould 
pass th is in to  law , then  we w ould have the assurance that this o ver regu lation  cou ld  no t 
happen  as easily .

P lease  let th is bill con tinue  on the path to a law. T hank  you fo r this tim e and  the attention 
that you  are  pu tting  in to  this. I appreciate  that you are looking  at this seriously .
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S hary lee  M . Z achary  
P .O . B ox  1531 
P e te rsbu rg ,A k  99833 
d z a c h a ry @ D o b o x .c o m

I ’m  so rry  I canno t s tay  fo r  the  testim ony  tim e fo r HB 464, but, thanks to ID EA , m y  
d au g h te r has a p iano  recita l ton igh t and  I have to run hom e and  help  her pu t the fin ish ing  
touches on the  dress she  is m ak ing  fo r it!!

I w an t to  e spec ia lly  w ant to thank  R ep .Jeanette  Jam es and R ep. F red  D yson for all they  
have d one  in the  recen t past fo r the  hom eschool regu lations w ith  the D E E D  ©

O u r fo refa thers c reated  constitu tiona l and  o ther law s, not on ly  fo r “ the ir p resen t” , b u t for 
the ‘fu tu re  g en e ra tio n s’.

M y concern  is fo r the  fu tu re  g enera tions o f  hom eschoolers.

M y ch ild ren  w ill be through  school in a  few  years, but o thers are  com ing  up  beh ind  them  
w ho w ill n eed  ‘sta tew id e  school d is tric t correspondence p ro g ram s’.

R ig h t now , we have peop le  in o u r leg islative bodies w ho are ‘hom eschool f r ie n d ’; ' ’ 
in  the  fu tu re , depend ing  on w ho  is vo ted  in, w e m ay no t have as m any  people  back ing  us. 
I f  that happens, the  c u rren t freedom s w e have w ithin  the ‘statew ide school d istric t 
co rrespon dence  p ro g ram s’ m ay be taken  aw ay  from  the children  o f  the future.

I feel H B  46 4  w ill sa feguard  aga inst tha t happening . A nd I ask that HB 464  w ill con tinue 
to  m ove fo rw ard  and b ecom e law.

mailto:dzachary@Dobox.com




rc:HB464

Subject: re:HB464
Date: T h u , 7 M a r  2 0 0 2  0 7 :5 3 :0 4  -0 9 0 0  

From: "K acy  a n d  S a ra  S ta ffo rd "  < k s ta ffo rd @ id e a fa m ilie s .o rg >
Organization: ID E A

To: < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

Mr. Dyson,

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB464, dated March 7, 2002, the 
following:

I am in support of HB464, co-sponsored by Reps Jam es and Dyson. Unfortunately I will not be able to attend the 
hearing in person, but wish this statement of support for HB464 to be included as testimony.

Name: Kathleen Kacy Stafford
Address: 889 Chena Hot Springs Rd, Fairbanks, AK 99712 
Phone: 907 457-5229
I am representing IDEA, as a parent of an IDEA high school student.

Thank you, Kacy Stafford

1 o f I 3/7/2002 12:58 I>M
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HESS

committee name

Committee on -HB-464- dated ... March 7 ,2fiQ2.
bill #  /  subject

I am in favor of HB 464 and would like to see it passed without further delay.
I am a homeschool parent and feel this bill benefits all Alaskan homeschoolers.

Thank you

Signed: O m a R . Murdoch______________________
Testifier

ID E A  P aren t_______________________________
Representing (optional

37464 Riverbend Dr Soldotna, AK 99669 
Address

 201-262:1347_____________________
Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to th e _______ House HESS

com m ittee  nam e

Committee o n __________ HP 464_______________   dated — March 7 ,2 0 0 2 .
bill # / subject

I am completely in support of the Committee Substitute for HB 464 and request that this 
legislation is passed quickly.

Signed: Jan ice  H aberm ann______________________________
T estifie r

 Self___________________________________
R ep resen ting  (optional)

36790  S teadm an S tree t So ldo tna, A K  99669 
A ddress

JHLZ)-262-3704 
P h o n e  nu m b er
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HESS

com m ittee  nam e

Committee on HB464 , dated March 7,2002
bill # / subject

Thank you for taking the time to consider the importance of the passage of this bill HB464. 
It is vitally important for this to pass in order to maintain the integrity and the high standards 
that homeschoolers have imposed upon themselves.

Signed: Tami John?, on
T estifie r

ID E A  Paren t
R ep resen ting  (optional)

51835 P io neer S t K enai, A K 99611
A ddress

907-776-5597
Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to t h e _______ House HESS_______________________

com m ittee  nam e

Committee o n __________HRA6&________________, dated  March 7, .200/.____________ —
bill #  /  sub ject

I have b een  hom esch oo ling  m y  tw o  children  fo r th e  past 4  years and  have foun d  it to  b e  the 
single m o st rew ard in g  th ing  tha t I  do . A s a  paren t w ho started  o u t send ing  m y  children  to  trad itional school I 
was frustra ted  w ith  the  fac t tha t m y  son  w as very  b righ t bu t needed to  be  cha llenged  and  m y  daugh ter needed 
ex tra  help  and  the re  ju s t  w asn 't enough  tim e in the school day  to take h er aside  and  help  her. B ecause  ID EA  
allow s m e to  c ho o se  all o f  the  cu rricu lu m  th a t m y children  need  I  h av e  been ab le  to fo rm ulate  an education 
specifically  targeted  to  each  o f  th e ir  streng ths and  w eaknesses. I f  the  com ittee  substitu te  o f  H B  464  does no t 
pass the  A laska  S ta te  D ep artm en t o f  E ducation  is  go ing  to institu te  changes in  how  hom eschooling  is done in all 
S tate  fu nded  hom eschool p rogram s. I w ill n o t be able to use m any o f  the  cu rricu lar m ateria ls tha t I have long 
found  to  be su ccessfu ll fo r  m y  ch ild ren  because som e o f  them  are  re lig ious in natu re . I s trong ly  b eliev e  in the 
right to  edu cate  m y  ow n ch ild ren  and  i f  H B  46 4  does not pass and  the  departm en t o f  education  chooses to pass 
the ir new  ru lings then  I w ill be fo rced  to  pull m y  children from  p artic ipa tion  in any  sta te  funded  hom eschool 
program  and  edu ca te  them  independently . F u rth er m ore, I  am  getting  rea lly  tired  o f  h av in g  to  defend  the ID E A ’S 
hom eschool po lic ies every  co u p le  o f  years. T he  state departm ent o f  education  has com e up with som ething  
new  to  try  and  gain  g rea te r con tro ll o f  srate w ide hom eschool p rogram s every  tw o to three  years for as long  as 1 
can rem em ber. I  believe  H B  4 6 4  w ill e ffec tiv e ly  pu t a s top  to paren ts hav ing  to constan tly  w orry  each year i f  
they  w ill h ave  to change  the w ay  tha t they  do things again. In  c losing  I  w ould  like to  say  tha t the ID E A  program  
has helped  m y  ch ild ren  and  I  trem endo usly  w ith  every th ing  from  curricu lum  cho ices to  g iv ing  ,'he k ids w alking 
stick  bugs fo r  pets. M y  ch ild ren  a re  figure skaters and the ID E A  s ta ff  are a lw ays in te rested  in  w hat new 
accom plishm en ts th e y  h av e  ach ieved  and w here  they  w ill be  com peting  next. T h e  teachers are alw ays 
available  to  m ee t w ith  paren ts a n d  are  open and  supportive as w ell as insigh tfu ll. I do  n o t see how  m aking 
m ore restric tions on  a  h ig h ly  successfu ll p rogram  can help  them  o r be beneficial in any  w ay. ID E A  is already 
a fan tastic  p ro g ram  and  i t ’s po lic ies are  there  fo r  the  good o f  the  children  and  the ir education , no i the  m oney.

Signed: C ath y  S hearer______________________________________________________________ _ _ _ _ ______________
T e stif ie r

 ID E A  P a ren t__________________________________________________________________________________
R epresen ting  (op tional)

P .O . B ox  1 S terling , A K  99672_________________________________________________________________
A ddress

(907) 262-7040
Phone number



Alaska State Legislature

P lease  en te r in to  the  reco rd  m y  testim on y  to the  V \ S  , ^  0  (? >___________
C om m ittee  n am e .

___________________  ,  da ted  3 j  1  I  0 ^C o m m ittee  o n ___________________
B ill/S ub jec t
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Alaska State Legislature

P lease  en te r  In to  the reco rd  m y  testim ony  to the 14 £ S
C om m ittee  nam e

C om m ittee  on _  U  _____________________________   da ted M d r T y K  Z C fiZ.
B ill/Subjcct
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a d o p - M
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Signed:
tifiCTTestify

~ G E d f f l
R epresen ting  (O ptional)

g £ » G .  W Z  f i j - H i v > - ? M e  m ^ T 7
A ddress
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Wayne and Christie Eberhardt 
17791 B irchtree Street 
Chugiak, AK 9 9 5 6 7  
18 February 2 0 0 2

Sheila  Box
Dept, o f Education  and Early Developm ent 
8 1 0  W est 10th St.
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Board M em bers and interested parties:

Tw enty-eight years ago w hen I cam e to  Alaska to  com m ercial fish and experience the  "Last Frontier”, I 
found far m ore than the breathtaking scenery that is ou r state signature. I d iscovered Alaska’s  uniquely 
w onderful lifestyle, w hich honors friendship, cooperation , and respect for individuality and adaptive 
innovation. Here I m et my husband, a lifelong Alaskan w hose parents hom esteaded outside Fairbanks in 
194 7 .

Thirteen years ago we began hom eschooling ou r grow ing family. We knew it w ould in m any ways be a 
sacrifice , but we considered it a  privilege to tu to r o u r ch ildren and instill our personal values.

We have seen hom eschooling expand and develop over the years. In our family and nationwide, we have 
happiiy observed the positive results of diligent parental tutoring.

The  IDEA  program , w hich we jo ined  three years ago, has faithfully prom oted the cooperative spirit we 
identify with the Alaskan lifestyle. The ir leaders have been very helpful in facilitating parental expertise and 
responsibility for our own ch ild ren ’s education .

Personal freedom  is a prim e traditional value to  A laskans. In that light, we ask you not to  im plem ent the 
proposed regulations affecting hom eschooling in o u r state. They run co u n te r to the founding principles of 
ID EA ; and they run co u n te r to  o u r fam ily’s ideals in hom eschooling five o f o u r ch ildren.

Thank  you in advance for seriously considenng  ou r input, and that of other hom eschool families, on this 
m atter. We request you rewrite the proosed regulations after draw ing on the collective wisdom  gained from 
su cce ssfu l program s like ID EA , and those "veteran field teachers" like us who have lived out hom e 
education  from "K through 12”. We have particu lar co n ce rn s  about these changes: (4  AAC 33.421 (d ); 
4AAC 33 .421  (e ) (1 ,2 ); 4AAC 33 .4 2 1  (g ) (2 ) ;  4  AAC 33 .4 2 1  ( e ) ; 4  AAC 33 .421  (f ) ( 3 ) ;  4  AAC421 ( h ) ( 5 ) ;  4  
AAC 3 3 .4 5 0 .
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Subject: CSHB464
Date: W e d , 6 M a r  2 0 0 2  1 3 :57 :3 5  -0 8 0 0  

From: "w a g a r  fam ily" < k w a g ar@ id ea fa m ilie s .o rg >
To: "W ilson " < R ep re se n ta tiv e _ P e g g y _ W ilso n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>, 

"S tev e n s"  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ G a ry _ S te v e n s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
"Jo u le"  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ R e g g ie _ Jo u le @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
"D y so n "  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
"cogh ill"  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ Jo h n _ C o g h ill@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
"C issn a"  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ S h a ro n _ C issn a @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

Please adopt CSHB464 and save our homeschool program.
Thank you,
Kristin M. Wagar 
1897 Badger Rd.
North Pole, AK 99705 488 1601

1 o f 1 3/7/2002 10:48 AM

mailto:kwagar@ideafamilies.org
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S u b je c t :  C S H B 4 6 4
D a te :  W e d , 6 M a r  2 0 0 2  14 :03 :16  -0 8 0 0  

F r o m :  "w a g a r  fam ily" < k w a g ar@ id ea fa m ilie s .o rg >
T o :  "W ilson "  < R ep re se n ta tiv e _ P e g g y _ W ilso n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>, 

"S te v e n s"  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ G a ry _ S te v e n s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>, 
"Jo u le"  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ R e g g ie _ Jo u le @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
"D y so n "  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
"cog h ill"  < R ep re se n ta tiv e _ Jo h n _ C o g h ill@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
"C issn a"  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ S h a ro n _ C issn a @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

Please adopt CSHB464 and save my homeschool program (IDEA)

Thank you 
Hannah Wagar 
1897 Badger Rd 
North Pole, AK 99705

907 488 1601

1 o f t
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4AAC 33.421 Statewide Correspondence Study Program Requirements .
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Subject: 4AAC 33.421 Statewide Correspondence Study Program Requirements 

Date: S u n , 13 Ja n  2 0 0 2  2 2 :2 7 :4 7  -0 9 0 0  
From: "T erri T e rre a u lt"  < d e s ig n e r@ m ta o n lin e .n e t>

T o :  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

D e a r  R e p re se n ta t iv e  F re d  D y so n ,

I am  a p a re n t  in v o lv e d  in th e  C y b erly n x  C o rre sp o n d e n c e  P ro g ra m  a n d  I w rite  to  y o u  in o p p o s itio n  o f  the  
p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s  p re se n tly  o u t fo r p u b lic  c o m m e n t th a t d ire c tly  re la te  to  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  S ta te w id e  
C o rre sp o n d e n c e  S tu d y  P ro g ra m  R e q u ire m e n ts .

< ? x m l:n a m e s p a c e  p re fix  =  o n s  =  " u rn :sc h e m a s -m ic ro so f t-c o m :o ff ic e :o ff ic e "  />

T h e  p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s  a re  w ritte n  by  the  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  w ith  l i t t le  o r  n o  in p u t f ro m  th e  h o m e  
sch o o l p o p u la tio n . T h e  p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s  w ill s e v e re ly  l im it  p a re n ta l c h o ic e  a n d  h av e  a  d e v a s ta tin g  
im p ac t on  s tu d e n t  o p p o rtu n ity .

A  sm all p e rc e n ta g e  o f  c h ild re n  lea rn  in “ the  b o x .” O u r  p u b lic  sc h o o l sy s te m  h as  fa ile d  th e  re s t  o f  o u r  
c h ild re n  m ise ra b ly , w h ich  sh o w s c le a r ly  in  th e  A K  S ta n d a rd s  B en c h  M a rk  a n d  H ig h  S c h o o l Q u a lify in g  
e x a m  resu lts . C la s s e s  a re  o v e rc ro w d e d , te a c h e rs  h av e  n e ith e r  th e  t im e  n o r  th e  re so u rc e s  to  h e lp  th e se  
c h ild re n , n o  m a tte r  h o w  m an y  re g u la tio n s  the  sch o o l b o a rd  in s titu te s .

M y d a u g h te r  w a s  o n e  o f  th e se  c h ild re n . S h e  b eg a n  h e r  p u b lic  sc h o o l c a re e r  as an  o p e n , s e lf -c o n fid e n t 
c h ild , w ill in g  a n d  e x c ite d  a b o u t th e  p ro sp e c t o f  lea rn in g . B y  th e  tim e  sh e  w a s  in th e  5 1'1 g ra d e , sh e  w as 
c o n v in c e d  sh e  w a s  “ s tu p id ” b e c a u se  sh e  c o n tin u e d  to  fall fa r th e r  and  fa r th e r  b e h in d . H e r  g ra d e s  w e re  
a cc ep ta b le ; th e  te a c h e rs  lo v e d  h e r  b e c a u se  sh e  w as a  m a n a g e a b le  s tu d e n t. S h e  w a s  q u ie t, sa t a t h e r  d e sk  as 
sh e  had  b een  ta u g h t a n d  d id n ’t d is ru p t th e  c la ss . B y  the  t im e  sh e  w a s  in th e  6 th g ra d e  sh e  h a d  b e c o m e  
in v is ib le . A lth o u g h  s till v e ry  w e ll b e h a v e d , sh e  no  lo n g e r  a tte m p te d  to  p a r t ic ip a te  o r  lea rn  b e c a u se  sh e  w as 
c o n v in c e d  sh e  w a s n ’t c a p a b le  o f  lea rn in g .

W h e n  th e  s ta te  a n d  fed e ra l m a n d a te d  te s tin g  re su lts  c a m e  in , they  sh o w e d  th a t sh e  w as a t a  2 -p e rc e n tile  
level n a tio n w id e . I s till b e lie v e d  in th e  sch o o l sy s te m  a n d  fe lt a s  th o u g h  all m y  d a u g h te rs ’ p ro b le m s  c o u ld  
be  reso lv e d . I a p p ro a c iie d  C o lo n y  M id d le  S ch o o l w ith  m y  c o n c e rn s  a n d  d u e  to  h e r  g ra d e s  b e in g  av e rag e , 
they  a tte m p te d  to  a s su re  m e  th a t sh e  w as d o in g  “ f in e ” . I in s is te d  on  a d d itio n a l te s tin g  a n d  by  th e  m id d le  o f  
6 th g rad e  sh e  w a s  p la c e d  in th e  sp e c ia l e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m  at 4 th g rad e  lev e l. S h e  w a s  d e v a s ta te d , n o w  n o t 
o n ly  d id  sh e  k n o w  sh e  w as “ s tu p id ” b u t so  d id  the  res t o f  h e r  p e e rs . H e r  so c ia l life  b eg an  fo llo w in g  h e r  
a ca d e m ic  life  d o w n  th e  d ra in . A s p a re n ts , w e  fe lt th is  w a s  a  sm all p r ic e  to  p a y  to  in su re  h e r  a c a d e m ic  
su c ce ss , as w e  w e re  c o n f id e n t th a t sh e  w o u ld  fin a lly  s ta r t m a k in g  p ro g re ss  w ith  th e  e x tra  a s s is ta n c e . L ife  at 
h o m e  w as g re a tly  a ffe c ted ; o u r  d a u g h te r  w h o  s ta r te d  o u t b e in g  s e lf -c o n f id e n t a n d  o p e n  h ad  b e c o m e  a 
s tra n g e r  w h o  w e  c o u ld  b a re ly  re c o g n iz e . S h e  w as su lle n , o v e r ly  e m o tio n a l a n d  a lth o u g h  s h e  w o rk e d  o n  h e r  
s tu d ie s  a n d  m a in ta in e d  a v e ra g e  g ra d e s  b y  d o in g  h o m e w o rk  fro m  th e  tim e  sh e  g o t o f f  the  b u s  u n til sh e  w e n t 
to  bed , sh e  d id n ’t a p p e a r  to  u s  to  be  m a k in g  m u ch  p ro g ress .
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M y  fru s tra tio n  lev e l n o w  m a tc h e d  h ers . I b eg an  e x p lo r in g  o th e r  e d u c a tio n a l p o s s ib lil ite s  a n d  w a s  to ld  
a b o u t th e  h o m e  s c h o o lin g  o p tio n s  av a ila b le . I fe lt a m az ed  th a t I liv e d  in a  s ta te  th a t c a re d  so  m u c h  a b o u t

• th e ir  c h ild re n  th a t th e y  w e re  g iv e n  o p p o rtu n itie s  to  su c c e e d  w h en  they  w o u ld  fa il i f  fo rc e d  to  lea rn  the  
sa m e  as all o th e r  c h ild re n . A s  b o th  m y  h u sb a n d  a n d  I w o rk e d  full tim e , I c o u ld n ’t see  a  w ay  to  p a r tic ip a te  
a n d  felt th a t I w o u ld  b e  an in a d e q u a te  te a c h e r  b ec a u se  I o n ly  had  a  h igh  sch o o l e d u c a tio n  m y se lf . S u re ly  
th e  tea ch e rs  w h o  h a d  a  d e g re e  in  e d u c a tio n  w ere  m u ch  m o re  c a p a b le  o f  te a c h in g  m y  c h ild . I p o s tp o n e d  
m a k in g  a  d e c is io n  u n til m y  d a u g h te rs  an n u a l I.E .P . at th e  e n d  o f  the  I st s e m e s te r  in  7 ,!l g rad e .

A t th e  m e e tin g , m y  d a u g h te rs  “ te a m ” p ro u d ly  a n n o u n c ed  to  m e  th a t sh e  h a d  p ro g re ss e d  to  th e  4 1'1 g ra d e  
lev e l. W h e n  I p o in te d  o u t th a t sh e  s ta r te d  the  p ro g ram  a t th e  4 th g ra d e  lev e l, they  s till a tte m p te d  to  a s su re  
m e  th a t sh e  w as s till d o in g  w e!!. I  d ec id e d  to  pu ll h e r  o u t o f  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l to  h o m e  sc h o o l her. T h e y  
a tte m p te d  to  d is su a d e  m e  by te llin g  m e th a t it w o u ld  be  d e tr im e n ta l to  h e r  e d u c a tio n . M y  re s p o n s e  a t th a t 
p o in t w as a  q u e s tio n . “ H o w  can  I p o ss ib ly  d o  any  w o rse  than  you  h av e , w h en  you h a v e n ’t m a d e  a n y  
p ro g re ss  a t all w ith  h e r  fo r th e  la s t y e a r? ”

F o r  th e  re s t o f  th e  7 th g rad e , w e  d id  little  m o re  than  b u ild  h e r c o n fid e n c e  a n d  w o rk  on  b a s ic s . In  th e  
m e an tim e , 1 d id  a  lo t o f  re sea rch  on  h o m e  sc h o o lin g  a n d  d is c u sse d  o u r  o p tio n s  w ith  b o th  m y  h u sb a n d  a n d  
d au g h te r. M y  d a u g h te r  w as a b le  to  tak e  p a rt in h e r  life  by  p ic k in g  o u t c u rr ic u lu m s  th a t sh e  b e lie v e d  w o u ld  
be  g ea red  to w a rd s  h e r  le a rn in g  sty le . S h e  h ad  s ta rted  sm ilin g  aga in  and  o n ce  m o re  w as lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  
a  p o s itiv e  le a rn in g  e x p e rie n c e . M y  fea rs  reced ed  as w ell a n d  b y  the  e n d  o f  8 l1' g rad e , sh e  n o t o n ly  te s ted  
o u t o f  d ie  sp e c ia l e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m , sh e  h ad  g a in ed  5 g ra d e  lev e ls  in o n e  y ear. I f  th is  se e m s  to  be  u n u su a l, 
c o m p a re  it to  S y lv an  L e a rn in g  C en te rs  w h o  can  b rin g  a  c h ild  u p  1 to  3 g rad e  lev e ls  in o n e  su m m e r, w ith  
th e  c h ild re n  a tte n d in g  1 to  2  h o u rs  a  w eek . M y  d a u g h te r  is n ’t an e x c e p tio n  to  the  ru le ; it can  be  
a c c o m p lish e d  w ith  all c h ild re n  u n le ss  they  h av e  se v e re  m en ta l h an d ica p s .

M y  d a u g h te r  p a r t ic ip a te d  in th e  A la sk a  B en c h m a rk  e x a m s  in th e  8 lh g rad e . S h e  te s ted  a b o v e  th e  
p ro fic ie n c y  lev e l in  a ll th re e  te s ts . A n  e x a m p le  w o u ld  be: R ea d in g ; a  p ro f ic ie n t sc o re  is  2 6 5  a n d  m y  
d a u g h te r  sc o re d  a  4 0 9 . N o t bad  fo r  a  c h ild  tha t 1 Vi y e a r ’s p r io r  w as in ;he sp e c ia l e d u c a tio n a l p ro g ra m  a n d  
a t a  4 th g rad e  lev e l. W e  w e re  ab le  to  a c c o m p lish  th is  by  u s in g  d iffe re n t c u rr ic u lu m s , b a se d  u p o n  m y  
c h i ld ’s n ee d s , n o t a  c u rr ic u lu m  ‘ ap p ro v e d ” by  a sch o o l b o ard  th a t su its  m a in s tre a m  c h ild re n . If  sh e  w e re  
m a in s tre a m , sh e  w o u ld  be  in p u b lic  sc h o o l! M y  d a u g h te r  is n o w  in the  9 th g rad e  a n d  lo v e s  le a rn in g . S h e  
d e v e lo p e d  a  fo u r  y e a r  p la n  b ased  on  h e r  c a re e r  c h o ic e  a n d  w ill h av e  a  m in im u m  o f  29  h ig h  sc h o o l c re d its  
as w ell as 18 c o lle g e  c re d its  by  th e  tim e  sh e  g rad u a te s . T h e  c o s t to  the  s ta te  w ill b e  m in im a l c o m p a re d  to  
h e r  p u b lic  sc iio o l c o u n te rp a r ts .

T h is  h as all b e e n  a c c o m p lish e d  by  th e  very  th in g s th e  sc h o o l b o ard  is d e te rm in e d  to  cha n g e . C y b e rly n x  h as  
to ld  u s th a t th e  A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  h as  no t a c ted  in g o o d  fa ith . P le a se  d o  n o t p a s s  re g u la tio n s  
un til w e  k n o w  th a t  th e  re g u la tio n s  are  w ritten  in  an o p en , c o n s tru c tiv e  and  in c lu s iv e  fa sh io n .
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T h e  p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s  lis ted  u n d e r  4  A A C  33 .421  S ta te w id e  C o rre sp o n d e n c e  S tu d y  P ro g ra m  
R e q u ire m e n ts  s h o u ld  b e  sh e lv e d  in th e ir  e n tire ly  u n til w e  c a n  be  c e rta in  th a t they  a re  n o t u n fa ir ly  b ia se d  
a g a in s t th o se  o f  u s th a t  c h o o se  to  tak e  re sp o n s ib ili ty  fo r  e d u c a tin g  o u r  c h ild re n .

S in ce re ly ,

T e rri L  T e rre a u lt  

2 0 5 0  V illa g e  D r iv e  S o u th  

W a s illa , A K . 9 9 6 5 4 -3 6 2 5  

d e s ig n e r@ m ta o n lin e .n e t  

9 0 7 -3 7 3 -3 3 6 4

m
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Mary N c a ry  
4113 Dogwood Lane 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

February 18, 2002

Rep. Fred Dyson 
State Capitol, Room ^94 
Juneau, AK 99801

* V  1

Dear Representative Dyson,

I am  a  h o m e sc h o o lin g  p a re n t in a  s ta te w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  w a n tin g  to  le t y o u  k n o w  o f  m y 
c o n c e rn s  a b o u t th e  p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s  th a t a ffe c t h o m e sc h o o lin g  in  A la sk a . I a m  a sk in g  y o u  p le a s e  n o t to  
a p p ro v e  th e se  re g u la tio n s , a s  th e y  w ill s e r io u s ly  re s tr ic t  m y  a b ility  to  e d u c a te  m y  c h ild re n  e ffe c tiv e ly . T h e se  
re g u la tio n s  ad d  b u rd e n so m e  d e ta ils  to  b o th  s ta f f  a n d  p a re n ts .

M y  c h ild re n  a re  c u rre n tly  e n ro lle d  in th e  I .D .E .A . p ro g ram . W e  h av e  b e e n  w ith  I .D .E .A . fo r  fo u r  y e a rs  and  
h av e  b e e n  v e ry  im p re sse d  w ith  th e  lev el o f  su p p o r t  a n d  a v a ila b ility  o f  r e s o u rc e s  th a t  th is  p ro g ra m  h a s  a ffo rd e d  
us. W e a re  v e ry  p ro u d  o f  o u r  p ro g ra m  an d  th in k  th a t  it p ro v id e s  a  lev e l o f  a c a d e m ic  e x c e lle n c e  th a t  is  v is io n a ry  
fo r o u r  sy s tem . W h e n  w e  m a d e  th e  d e c is io n  to  h o m e sc h o o l w e  w e re  n o t a w a re  o f  th is  ty p e  o f  p ro g ra m  a n d  w e re  
p la n n in g  to  e d u c a te  o u r  c h ild re n  w ith o u t th e  su p p o rt o f  a  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  it is v e ry  im p o r ta n t  to  u s 
in d iv id u a lly  to  c h o o s e  th e  m a te ria ls  a n d  m e th o d s  o f  e d u c a tio n . T h e re  a re  m a n y  w o n d e r fu l  h o m e s c h o o lin g  
m a te ria ls  a v a ila b le  and  w e  d id  n o t w a n t to  b e  re s tr ic te d  in  o u r  c u rr ic u lu m  c h o ic e s . T h is  is  w h y  w e  c h o s e  a  
p ro g ra m  lik e  I .D .E .A . ra th e r  th a n  a  p ro g ra m  lik e  A .C .S . T h e  e n ro llm e n t n u m b e rs  o f  I .D .E .A . re f le c t  th a t th is  
p ro g ra m  o ffe rs  a n  e d u c a tio n a l c h o ic e  th a t is v a lu e d  b y  m a n y  A la s k a n  fam ilie s .

W e a lso  w a n te d  to  o p tim iz e  o u r  t im e  in e d u c a tin g  o u r  c h ild re n  ra th e r  th a n  f illin g  o u t  p a p e rw o rk  fo r  a  te a c h e r  
o r  p ro g ra m  like  A .C .S . T h e  p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s  c a u se  m e  g re a t c o n c e rn  th a t  th e y  w ill  a f fe c t  th e  w a y  p ro g ra m s  
as I.D .E .A . w ill ru n . I am  c o n c e rn e d  th a t  th e y  m a y  c a u se  a  fa ilu re  o f  th e se  p ro g ra m s  to  c o n tin u e  b y  p la c in g  
b u rd en so m e  re s tr ic tio n s  o n  th e  re so u rc e s  th e se  p ro g ra m s  o r te r .

I w o u ld  lik e  to  c o m m e n t o n  sp e c if ic  p a r ts  o f  th e  re g u la tio n s .

R eq u irin g  s ta te w id e  p ro g ra m s  to  su b m it a  y e a r ly  a p p lic a t io n  [4  A A C  33 .421  (a )] . C h a r te r  sc h o o ls  a p p ly  o n c e  
and  th e n  re a p p ly  e v e ry  te n  y ea rs . 1 w a n t to  a llo w  th e  s ta te  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s c h o o ls  th e  s a m e  re q u ire m e n ts . L e t 
o u r  te s tin g  s c o re s  re flec t h o w  o u r  sc h o o l c o m p a re s . W e  a re  a t a  p a r  w ith  o th e r  s c h o o l d is tr ic t  p ro g ra m s . T h is  is 
n o t a  h ig h -r isk  sc h o o l a n d  th e re  a re  o th e r  p ro c e d u re s  a lre a d y  in p la c e  to  m o n ito r  a  sc h o o l d is tr ic t.

R es tr ic tio n s  o n  th e  u se  o f  c u rr ic u la r  m a te ria ls  p r iv a te ly  p u rc h a se d . [4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 (d ) . 4  A A C  33.42(e)(1) 
and  4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 (g )(2 )] , I h av e  c h o s e n  p riv a te ly  to  p u rc h a se  a  fe w  c u rr ic u la r  m a te r ia ls  th a t  ID E A  w o u ld  n o t 
p a y  fo r b e c a u se  th e y  had  so m e  re fe re n c e  to  re lig io u s  m a te r ia l in  th e m . T h e se  m a te r ia ls  p ro v id e  e x c e lle n t 
e d u c a tio n a l in s tru c tio n  in  so m e  a re as . S p e c if ic a lly  fo r  m y  c h ild  th e se  a re  a  g ra m m a r  p ro g ra m  a n d  a  L a tin  
p ro g ram  T h e  e d u c a tio n a l c o n te n t o f  th e se  m a te ria l c a n  b e  ta u g h t a n d  d e m o n s tra te d  w ith o u t c ro s s in g  th e  lin e  o f  
re lig io u s  c o n te n t. F o r  e x a m p le , a  v e rb  is  a  v e rb  re g a rd le s s  o f  th e  c o n te x t o f  th e  s e n te n c e , w h ic h  c o n ta in s  it. I 
w o u ld  like  to  h a v e  th is  se c tio n  re m o v e d  a s  I th in k  it  is  u n n e c e ssa ry .



M a n d a tin g  th e  level a n d  ty p e  o f  te a c h e r  s u p p o r t T4 A A C  33.421(h ')('5 )]. In s tea d  o f  m a n d a tin g  m o n th ly  
m e e tin g s  b e tw e e n  th e  p a re n t a n d  s tu d e n t  it  w o u ld  p ro v id e  g re a te r  f le x ib ility  to  a llo w  th e  p a re n t a n d  te a c h e r  to  
c o n tra c t a n  a g re e m e n t w h a t m a te ria ls  w ill b e  rev iew ed . B u ild in g  b ased  p ro g ra m s  do  n o t re q u ire  m o n th ly  te a c h e r  
c o n fe re n c e s  a n d  it w o u ld  b e  b u rd e n so m e  fo r  b o th  th e  p a re n t and  p ro g ra m  s ta f f  to  d o  th is . T h e  s t a f f  w o u ld  be  
b e tte r  u tiliz ed  b y  p ro v id in g  th e  su p p o rt th a t  is c u rre n tly  o ffe re d . A n  a s se s sm e n t p la n  is  a lre a d y  re q u ire d  and  
re c o g n iz e d . T h is  le v e l o f  d e ta il is  u n n e c e s sa ry .

S tu d e n ts  m iss in g  m a n d a te d  te s ts  a re  n o t a llo w e d  to  re -e n ro ll o r  en ro ll in a n o th e r  p ro g ra m  w ith o u t sp e c ify in g  
th a t n o rm a l a b s e n c e s  a re  a llo w a b le  T4A A C 3 3 .4 5 0 ] , T h e  re q u ire m e n ts  h e re  sh o u ld  m a tc h  th o s e  o f  o th e r  s ta te  
ru n  sc h o o ls . A n  a g re e m e n t to  se n d  c h ild re n  to  s tan d a rd iz ed  te s tin g  is a lre a d y  p a r t  o f  th e  e n ro llm e n t p a c k e t.
N o ' i l  e x c u se s  (S ic k , o u t  o f  s ta te , v a c a tio n )  sh o u ld  be  a llo w ed .

C o n ta c t- te a c h e r  a p p ro v a l fo r  all e x p e r .d itu re s  [4  A A C  3 3 .4 2  l(h )(5Y |. T h is  is  a n  u n n e c e s sa ry  b u rd e n  o n  sta ff. 
T h e  o rd e r in g  d e p a r tm e n t a lre a d y  m o n ito rs  th is  a n d  fo rw a rd s  a n y th in g  o u t  o f  th e  o rd in a ry  to  th e  c o n ta c t te a c h e r . 
T h is  w o u ld  s lo w  th e  o rd e r in g  p ro c e s s  and  e ff ic ie n c y  o f  th e  a lre a d y  e x is tin g  sy s te m  a n d  c a u se  u n n e se sa ry  
d e lay s . C e r tif ie d  te a c h e rs  w ith in  th e  p ro g ra m  h av e  a lre a d y  re v ie w e d  a n d  a p p ro v e d  c u rr ic u lu m  a n d  a sk in g  th e m  
to  re v ie w  a ll  m a te r ia ls  fo r  e ac h  s tu d e n t w o u ld  re q u ire  a  tre m e n d o u s  a m o u n t o f  t im e  th a t  w ill ta k e  a w a y  f ro m  th e  
q u a lity  o f  th e  p ro g ram .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  ta k in g  th e  t im e  to  re v ie w  th e se  c o n c e rn s . I am  c o n fid e n t th a t rew rite  o f  th e se  re g u la t io n s  c an  
ta k e  p lace  th a t w ill e n h a n c e  o u r  e d u c a tio n a l e ffo r ts  a n d  c o n ta in  in p u t f ro m  h o m e sc h o o le rs  a n d  p ro g ra m s  lik e
I.D .E A . w h ich  su p p o rt th em . P le a se  k e e p  in  m in d  th a t A la sk a  h a s  th e  b e s t h o m e sc h o o lin g  law s  in  th e  c o u n try . I f  
p a re n ta l in v o lv e m e n t in  e d u c a tio n  is a  g o o d  th in g  th e n  o u r  re g u la tio n s  w o u ld  se rv e  b e t te r  to  fa c ili ta te  th a t ra th e r  
th a n  m a k in g  it m o re  d iff ic u lt. P ro v id in g  th e  b es t e d u c a tio n  fo r  o u r  c h ild re n  is  o u r  p rim a ry  c o n c e rn .

S in ce re ly ,

M a ry  N e a ry

c.c.: Sheila Box, Exec. Sec. T o  the Board 
Dept, o f  Education and Early D evelopm ent 
801 W est 10th St.
Juneau, AK 99801

Dr Shirley H ollow ay 
R egulation Review 
801 10,h St 
Juneau, AK 99801

Rep. Bill Hudson 
S tate Capitol, Room 502

Sen. Beth Kerttula 
S tate Capitol, Room 430

Sen. Kim Elton 
State Capitol, Room 504

Rep. John Coghill 
S tate Capitol, Room 102



February 17, 2002

A lan  a n d  E lle n  R o g e rs  
P .O .B o x  3 4 4 0 1  
Ju n e au , A K  9 9 8 0 3

R ep . F re d  D y so n  
S ta te  C ap ito l, R o o m  104 
Ju n eau , A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 4

R E : 4 A A C  3 3 .4 2 1  S ta te w id e  C o rre sp o n d e n c e  S tu d y  P ro g ra m  R e q u ire m e n ts  

D e a r  R ep . D y so n :

W e  am  v e ry  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  n ew ly  p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s  re la te d  to  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  
S ta te w id e  C o rre sp o n d e n c e  S tu d y  P ro g ra m  R eq u irem en ts . W e  as p a re n ts  o f  a  ch ild  e n ro lle d  in the  
C y b erL y n x  C o rre sp o n d e n c e  P ro g ra m  d e s ire  to  h av e  in p u t o r  c o m m e n t a s  to  th e  o u tc o m e  th a t 
d irec tly  a ffe c ts  o u r  p ro g ra m  a n d  th e  w a y  w e  e d u c a te  o u r  d au g h te r.

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  w o u ld  d ire c tly  b en efit in  m ak in g  a  m o re  in fo rm ed  d ec is io n  by  
c o n su ltin g  h o m e  sc h o o lin g  p a re n ts  w h o  e d u c a te  in  th e  h o m e  daily. I t  is h a rd  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  
d ec is io n  to  re w rite  re g u la tio n s  w ith o u t  a  full in v estig a tio n , d a ta  g a th e rin g , a n d  in p u t fro m  all th e  
p a rtie s  th a t  a re  in v o lv ed  in th e  p ro c e s s  a s  th e  re su lts  a re  su re  to  b e  sk e w ed . T h e  p ro p o se d  
re g u la tio n s  sh o u ld  b e  se t a s id e  a n d  an  e ffo rt m a d e  to  a sce rta in  th a t  all in fo rm a tio n  is g a th e re d  
fro m  all p a r tie s  in v o lv ed , th a t  th e re  is n o  d o u b le  s ta n d a rd  p re sen t, and  th a t  th e re  is n o  u n fa ir  b ias 
a g a in s t th o s e  o f  u s  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  a n  e d u c a te d  d ec is io n  to  resp o n sib ly  e d u c a te  o u r  o w n  children .

T h e  fo llo w in g  a re  th e  a re a s  th a t  w e  h av e  th e  g re a te s t  c o n c e rn s  a n d  o b jec tion s :

3 3 .4 2 1  (c )  Requiring curriculum materials to be of the same quality as offered in the public 
school programs. W e  h a v e  in th e  p a s t u se d  h o m e  d es ig n ed  c o u rs e s  fo r  m an y  su b jec ts  a n d  h av e  
ad ju s te d  p re p a re d  c u rr icu lu m  so  th a t  th e y  m e e t th e  n eed s, lea rn in g  sty le s  and  in te re s ts  o f  o u r  
ch ildren . L e a rn in g  is an  ind iv id u a l p ro ce ss . I t  is  im p o ss ib le  to  ta k e  o n e  ty p e  o f  c u rr ic u la  and  
tea ch in g  s ty le  a n d  a ssu m e  th a t  all ind iv id ua ls  w ill b e  ab le  to  a ss im ila te  th e  in fo rm a tio n  req u ired . 
Ind iv idu al L e a rn in g  P ro g ra m s  o r  Ind iv idual E d u c a tio n a l P ro g ra m s  a re  c re a te d  fo r  th a t  p u rp o se  
and  h o m e  e d u c a tio n  w ith  h o m e  d es ig n e d  c o u rse s  a re  ju s t  th a t, an  IL P /IE P . P a re n ts  a re  m u ch  
b e t te r  ab le  to  a sse ss  o u r  c h ild re n ’s n e e d s  th a n  a  sch o o l a d m in is tra to r  o r  te a c h e r  w h o  is n o t o n  site  
to  se e  th e  daily  p ro c e s s  o f  lea rn in g  a n d  s tru g g le s . A n o th e r  c o n c e rn  is  th a t  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
E d u c a tio n  is  d e m an d in g  fu r th e r  m a n d a te s  b ey o n d  th o s e  th a t  th e  le g is la tu re  h as  a lre a d y  p asse d  
leg isla tion .
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3 3 .4 2 1  (d )  T h e  s t a f f  s h a l l  n o t  p r o v i d e  i n s t r u c t i o n  u s i n g  r e l i g i o u s ,  p a r t i s a n ,  s e c t a r i a n ,  o r  
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l a  p u r c h a s e d  p r i v a t e l y  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t  i f  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  t e a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  

r e l i g i o n  a s  t r u e .  W e  fo llo w  th e  re g u la tio n  th a t  m a n d a te s  p riv a te  p u rc h a s in g  o f  re lig io u s  m a te ria ls  
o r  c u rricu lu m . O u r  C o n s titu tio n  p ro m ise s  re lig io u s f re e d o m  and  w e  e x e rc ise  th is  f re e d o m  in  o u r  
ho m e. W e  e d u c a te  o u r  c h ild re n  in m an y  th in g s; aca d e m ics , m o ra l v a lu e s , and  re lig io u s  b e liefs . W e  
d o  n o t re q u ire  th a t  C y b erL y n x  p u rc h a se  th e se  re lig io u s  item s. W e  e x p e c t  an d  h a v e  a  r ig h t to  te a c h  
o u r  re lig io u s  b e lie fs  in o u r  h o m e , ju s t  a s  ev e ry  o th e r  fam ily  w h o  is in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l sy s te m  
e x p e c ts  to  te a c h  th e ir  m o ra l v a lu e s  a n d  re lig io u s b e lie fs  w ith o u t p en a lty .

3 3 .4 2 1  (e ) (1 )  . . . m o n i t o r i n g  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t . . . t h e  m o n i t o r i n g  m u s t  i n c l u d e  a t  l e a s t  m o n t h l y  r e v i e w  

o f  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  w o r k . . .  “M o n th ly  re v ie w  o f  th e  s tu d e n t’s w o rk ” is n o t  w e ll d e fin ed . H o w  is th is  to  
b e  a cc o m p lish e d ?  I t  se em s v e ry  b u rd e n so m e  and  cos tly . W e  a re  n o t  say in g  th a t  m o n ito r in g  is n o t 
n ecessa ry , h o w e v e r , th e  m e th o d  n e e d s  to  b e  w ell th o u g h t o u t  so  w e  a re  n o t re q u ire d  to  se n d  in 
ev e ry  b it o f  c o m p le te d  w o rk . T h e  a d d e d  c o s t w ill n e e d  to  b e  a b s o rb e d  so m e w h e re  a n d  w ill m o s t 
likely  w ill b e  th e  s tu d e n t’s a llo ca tio n . T h is  d e c re a se s  th e  fin an ces w ith  w h ic h  to  p ro v id e  
e d u ca tio n .

(e ) (2 ) g r a d e s  o r  s t a n d a r d s  m e t  d e t e r m i n e d  a n d  a s s i g n e d  b y  a  c e r t i f i e d  te a c h e r . C e rtif ie d  te a c h e rs  
a re  n o t  th e  o n ly  p e rs o n  c o m p e te n t  to  ass ig n  g rad e s . M y  h ig h sch o o l a g e d  d a u g h te r  in  th e  p u b lic  
sc h o o l sy s te m  fre q u e n tly  is  in v o lv ed  in p e e r  g ra d in g  o f  p ro je c ts  a n d  a ss ig n m e n ts  w h ic h  is  th e n  
“ sig ned  o f f ’ by  th e ir  te a c h e r . A s  th is  is an  a c c e p te d  p ro c e d u re  in th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l w h y  is it n o t 
a cc ep ta b le  in  o u r  s itu a tio n ?  W e  c u rre n tly  g iv e  g ra d e s  fo r  o u r  d a u g h te r  in all o f  h e r  su b jec ts . O u r  
te a c h e r  a d v iso rs  c a n  a lso  “ sign  o f f ’ o n  th e se  g ra d e s  a s  w e  assign  th e m . T h e  c u rre n t  leg is la tiv e  law  
leaves th e  e d u c a tio n a l p ro c e s s  u p  to  th e  p a re n ts  w ith o u t  m a n d a tin g  th a t  th e y  b e  c e rtif ie d  te a c h e rs . 
T h is  a llo w s fo r  g ra d in g  w ith o u t th e  inv o lv em en t o f  ce rtified  tea ch e rs .

3 3 .4 2 1  (h ) (2 )  m a t e r i a l s  p u r c h a s e d  w i t h  s t a t e  f i n d i n g  a r e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m :  n o n  

c o n s u m a b l e  m a t e r i a l  m u s t  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  w h e n  t h e  s t u d e n t  e x i t s  t h e  p r o g r a m  f o r  

a n y  r e a s o n .  T h e  re tu rn  o f  all n o n  c o n su m a b le  item s w o u ld  in c re a se  th e  e x p e n se  o f  p ro c e ss in g , 
m ailing, s to rin g , e tc . T h is  e x p e n se  w o u ld  b e  a  financia l b u rd en  th a t  w o u ld  b e  b o rn e  b y  th e  
p ro g ra m  a n d  th e  s tu d e n ts  re d u c in g  fu n d s  ava ilab le  fo r  th e  s tu d e n t’s e d u c a tio n . T h e  ite m s  th a t  a re  
re tu rn e d  w o u ld  b e  o u td a te d  and  u n u sa b le  by  th e  ad m in is tra tio n  a n d  w o u ld  b e  o f  n o  v a lu e  to  
any one . T h is  a m e n d m e n t m a k e s  no  se n se  and  sh o u ld  b e  rem o v ed  f ro m  th e  reg u la tio n s .

3 3 .4 5 0  (a )  I f  a  s t u d e n t  f a i l s  t o  t a k e  a  s t a t e - m a n d a t e d  a s s e s s m e n t  t e s t ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  
e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e w i d e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  u n l e s s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  

e n r o l l m e n t  h a s  e x c u s e d  t h e  s t u d e n t  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  m a n d a t e d  t e s t .  A tte n d a n c e  a t  s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s ts  
is a lrea d y  a  re q u ire m e n t o f  C y b e rL y n x  and  w e  a re  in fo rm ed  o f  th is  in  th e  e n ro llm e n t p ro c e ss . W e  
o b je c t to  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  re g u la tio n  th a t  s ta te s  th a t  a  s tu d e n t is ine lig ib le  f o r  e n ro llm e n t fo r  th e  n e x t 
y ea r i f  th e  te s t  is m issed . T h e re  a re  c ircu m sta n c e s  in  all o f  o u r  lives th a t  a re  b e y o n d  o u r  c o n tro l. 
T h e re  a re  n o  p ro v is io n s  fo r  ta k in g  th e  te s t  a t  a  la te r  d a te  e v en  i f  th e  s tu d e n t  w a s  ab le  a n d  w illing .
I f  a ch ild  in  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l sy s te m  fails to  ta k e  th e  s ta te  m a n d a te d  te s t  is h e /sh e  th e n  b a rre d  
from  e n ro llm e n t to  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l sy stem ?  W h y  a re  th e  s ta te w id e  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  sy s te m
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s tu d e n ts  b e in g  p e n a liz e d  w h ile  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l sy s te m  s tu d e n ts  a re  n o t?  A t th e  v e ry  lea s t, th e re  
sh o u ld  b e  a  d o c u m e n te d  p a t te rn  o f  te s tin g  n o n -co m p lian c e  sh o w n . A lte rn a te  te s t in g  d a te s  sh o u ld  
b e  a v a ila b le  i f  th e  p e n a lty  fo r  m iss in g  te s tin g  is to  b e  so  sev ere .

T h e  o v e r to n e s  o f  th e s e  p ro p o s e d  re g u la tio n s  a re  th a t  th e  s ta te w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  and  
th e ir  s tu d e n ts  a re  a  s c h o o l a n d  s tu d e n ts  “ a t r isk ” . B e n c h m a rk  te s t, T e r ra  N o v a  te s t  a n d  o u r  
p e rso n a l a c h ie v e m e n t te s t  s c o re s  sh o w  re su lts  th a t a re  c o n tra ry  to  th a t. A c c o rd in g  to  te s t  sc o re s  
th a t  a re  a v a ila b le  t o  th e  p u b lic , th e  s ta te w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  s tu d e n ts  a re  o n  a  p a r  w ith  
th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l te s ts . M y  d a u g h te rs ’ te s t  s c o re s  a re  in th e  9 0 th to  9 9 th p e rc e n tile  c o m p a re d  to  
th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  o n  e v e ry  s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s t  g iven .

W e  h a v e  o n e  ch ild  in  10 th g ra d e  an d  o n e  in 4 th g rad e . W e  h o m e  sc h o o le d  o u r  o ld e r  d a u g h te r  
d u rin g  h e r  m id d le  sc h o o l y e a rs  a n d  w e  h av e  h o m e  sc h o o le d  o u r  4 th g ra d e r  s in ce  sh e  e n te re d  
sc h o o l a g e  a n d  p la n  to  c o n tin u e  a s  lo n g  it b en e fits  h e r  lea rn in g  p ro c e ss . C y b erL y n x  h a s  p ro v id e d  
u s  w ith  a  g r e a t  p ro c e s s  fo r  e d u c a tin g  o u r  ch ild ren . T h e re  is n o  n e e d  fo r  a n y  c h a n g e s  in  th e  
re g u la tio n s  in  o u r  v iew . T h e  c h a n g es  th a t  a re  p ro p o se d  a re  n o t  in th e  b e s t  in te re s t o f  th e  
e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  in th is  p ro g ra m . I t  se em s th e  re g u la tio n s  a re  try in g  to  c h a n g e  o u r  
p ro g ra m  in to  a n o th e r  p u b lic  sc h o o l p ro g ra m  w h ich  d o e s  n o t se rv e  th e  n e e d s  o f  o u r  s tu d e n ts . 
T h e se  p ro p o s a ls  n e e d  m u c h  fu r th e r  in v e s tig a tio n  a n d  in p u t a n d  a  p ro c e s s  th a t w ill in c lu d e  th e  
in p u t fro m  th o s e  in v o lv ed  in th e  sy stem . T h e y  sh o u ld  n o t b e  a d o p te d  a s  th e y  s tan d .

A lan  a n d  E lle n  R o g e r s
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Dear State Board of Education;

I am  a c e r tif ie d  te a c h e r  w h o  is c u rre n tly  te a c h in g  fu ll t im e  in m y  h o m e . I a m  
h o m e sc h o o lin g  th re e  o f  o u r  f iv e  c h ild re n . W e h a v e  b een  h o m e sc h o o lin g  f o r  8 y ea rs ; 5 
y e a rs  o n  o u r  o w n  an d  th e  p a s t  th re e  y ea rs  in  p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  I .D .E .A . T h is  p ro g ra m  h as 
p ro v id e d  re so u rc e s  th a t h a v e  g re a tly  e n r ic h e d  o u r  c h i ld re n ’s e d u c a tio n , p ro v id in g  th e  
u ltim a te  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  o u r  c h ild re n  as a  re su lt o f  th e  p a r tn e r in g  o f  fa m ilie s  a n d  s ta te .

I .D .E .A . a s s is ts  th e  h o m e sc h o o lin g  c o m m u n ity  th ro u g h  v a r io u s  a id e s  a n d  s u p p o r t 
sy s te m s . T h e y  h av e  d e s ig n e d  a  u n iq u e  p ro g ra m  th a t p a r tn e rs  w / p a re n ts  a n d  s tu d e n ts  o f  
h o m e sc h o o le rs  w h ile  maintaining the high standards o f the state’s requirements. T h e  
p ro g ra m ’s s tre n g th s  a re :
1. R E Q U IR E D  In d iv id u a l L e a rn in g  P lan s
2. F R E E D O M  to  s e le c t a n d  o rd e r  c u r r ic u la r  m a te r ia ls  to  m e e t m y  c h i ld ’s I L P ’s
3 . C E R T IF IE D  te a c h e r  s u p p o r t  a n d  o th e r  s ta ff
4 . A C C O U N T A B IL IT Y  th ro u g h  p ro g re ss  re p o rts  a n d  fo llo w -u p
5. S T A T E  M A N D A T E D  T E S T IN G  a cc e ss
6. F IN A N C IA L  A L L O C A T IO N S  to  e n a b le  fa m ilie s  to  e n r ic h  th e ir  te a c h in g  

o p p o rtu n itie s
7 . C U R R IC U L U M  F A IR S  a n d  e x te n s iv e  P O  V e n d o r  lis t
8. P R A C T IC A L /H E L P F U L  W O R K S H O P  o p p o rtu n itie s
9. S E C O N D A R Y  E D U C A T IO N A L  O P P O R T U N IT IE S .C O U N C IL IN G  A N D  

G U ID A N C E  ie; t ra n sc r ip ts , g ra d u a tio n  c e re m o n y
10. P A R E N T  A D V IS O R Y  C O U N C IL

T H IS  P R O G R A M  W O R K S !!  T h e  sc o re s  on  the  s ta te  m a n d a te d  te s ts  (to ta l a v e ra g e s :
S ta te  =  6 1 .9 %  vs. ID E A  =  6 4 .5 % ) a re  sh o w in g  th a t w h a t is  c u r re n tly  in  p la c e  is 
su c c e s s fu l. I f in d  m y s e lf  a sk in g  th e  q u e s tio n : “Why change something that works well 
for ALL parties involved?”

A few  sh o r t  y e a rs  a g o , o u r  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t g ra n te d  us in c re d ib le  f re e d o m  as 
h o m e sc h o o le rs  to  e d u c a te  o u r  c h ild re n  u n h in d e re d  by  law s  a n d  re g u la tio n s  th a t h ad  
p re v io u s ly  b een  re q u ire d . B y  d o in g  so , y o u  in e sse n c e , to ld  u s th a t y o u  b e lie v e d  w e  a re  
a b le  to  d o  o u r  j o b  a n d  d o  it w e ll w /o  u n n e c e s sa ry  law s a n d  re g u la tio n s . T h is  b rin g s  m e  to  
m y  se c o n d  q u e s tio n : Why has your confidence in our ability to educate our children 
changed now that we are partnering w/ you through state correspondence schools?

O n e  m a in  p e rso n a l c o n c e rn  m y  h u sb a n d  a n d  I h a v e  is c e n te re d  on  c u rr ic u la  c h o ic e s . W e  
h a v e  e le c te d  to  p a y  o u t-o f -p o c k e t  to  p u rc h a se  C h ris tia n  c u rr ic u la  fo r th e  p a s t 8 y ea rs . A s 
I re a d  th ro u g h  th e  p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s  it a p p e a rs  th a t th is  fre e d o m  is  a t r is k  d u e  to  
re s tr ic t io n s  th a t w o u ld  b e  p la c e d  on  I.D .E .A . tea ch e rs . In te rfa c in g  (on  e d u c a tio n a l 
m a tte rs )  b e tw e e n  te a c h e r  a n d  fam ily  w o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  b e  a llo w e d  if  th e  fa m ily  w e re  u s in g  
m a te r ia ls  o th e r  than  s e c u la r  c u rr ic u la . O n e  reaso n  w c c h o o s e  to  h o m e sc h o o l is to  h av e  
d ire c t c o n tro l o v e r  th e  c h o ic e  o f  c u rr ic u la  a n d  th e  ty p e  o f  e d u c a tio n  o u r  c h ild re n  rec e iv e .
I f  th is  f re e d o m  w e re  re m o v e d , w e  w o u ld  b e  fo rce d  to  re tu rn  to  h o m e s c h o o lin g  o u r  
c h ild re n  a s  w e  h av e  in th e  p a s t, w /o  p a r tn e r in g  w / th e  s ta te  th ro u g h  th e  I .D .E .A . p ro g ram . 
O u r  c h ild re n  (a s  w ell a s  se v e ra l h u n d re d  o th e rs )  h a v e  in d e e d  b een  e n r ic h e d  th ro u g h  the  
o p p o r tu n itie s  p ro v id e d  th ro u g h  I.D .E .A . W e  w o u ld  b e  v e ry  d is a p p o in te d  i f  w e  w ere  
fo rc e d  to  lea v e  th e  p ro g ra m  d u e  to  th e  p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s .



If your main concern is indeed the children, then please do not alter and/or impose
regulations upon the presently existing I.D.E.A. partnership program! T h ese  
c h a n g e s  w o u ld  o n ly  s e rv e  to  e n ta n g le  a n d  d is tra c t from  th e  se rv ic e s  th e y  a re  p re se n tly  
p ro v id in g .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  a tte n tio n  to  m y  c o n c e rn s . I t ru s t  y o u  w ill m a k e  th e  d e c is io n s  th a t  a re  
tru ly  in th e  b e s t in te re s t  o f  th e  c h ild re n  o f  th is  g re a t s ta te .

S in c e re ly ,

Ju lie  M . W o h rle
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S h a r r o n ,
R ep . K o h r in g  i s  m o re  t h a n  w e lc o m e  t o  u s e  my l e t t e r  i f  h e  f e e l s  i t  w o u ld  
b e  o f  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  I  r e c e i v e d  t h e  new  a n d  im p ro v e d
c h a n g e s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  EED y e s t e r d a y  a n d  w r o te  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  t o  th e m
t h a t  I  h a v e  c o p i e d  b e lo w .  T h i s  l e t t e r  m ay b e  o f  m o re  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a n  my 
f i r s t  l e t t e r  w o u ld  b e .  I t ' s  u p  t o  R e p . K o h r in g  w h ic h  o n e  ( o r  b o th )  h e  
w o u ld  p r e f e r  t o  u s e .  T h e y  m ay b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  h e a r i n g  to m o rro w  a s  w e l l ,  
w h ic h  b r i n g s  me t o  my n e x t  q u e s t i o n ,  w h e re  i s  t h a t  h e a r i n g  b e i n g  h e l d  
a t ?  I  w as n o t i f i e d  t h a t  I  c o u l d  a t t e n d  b u t  I 'm  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e  w h e re  t o  
g o . T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t im e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .

T h i s  i s  t h e  l e t t e r  b e i n g  s e n t  t o  t h e  EED:

The EED P r o p o s e d  R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S c h o o ls  s t a t e s :  "T he
S t a t e  c o n s i d e r s  a l l  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  
p ro g ra m  a s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s .  T h i s  i s  s o  w h e th e r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
a t t e n d  c l a s s e s  i n  a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  b u i l d i n g  o r  w h e th e r  t h e y  s t u d y  a t  
h o m e ."  "T h e  s t a t e  r e g u l a t e s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  t o  m ake c e r t a i n  s t u d e n t s  g e t  
t h e  b e s t  e d u c a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  a n d  s o  t h a t  a l l  c h i l d r e n  o b t a i n  e q u i t a b l e  
t r e a t m e n t  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s . "  T h ey  f u r t h e r  go  o n  t o  s t a t e ,  " P u b l i c l y  
fu n d e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  r e g u l a r  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l . "  W h ich  i s  i t ?  A re  t h e y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  o r  a r e  t h e y  
a l t e r n a t i v e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s ?  T he  E E D 's m i s s i o n  i s  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  
" a l l  c h i l d r e n  o b t a i n  e q u i t a b l e  t r e a t m e n t  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s . "  I n  o r d e r  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  m i s s i o n ,  t h e y  w o u ld  n e e d  t o  r e g u l a t e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
s c h o o l s  t h e  sam e  a s  a  " r e g u l a r "  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  I f  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
s c h o o l  c a n  l o o s e  s t a t e  a p p r o v a l  i f  t h e i r  s t a t e w i d e  a v e r a g e  f a l l s  b e lo w  
10 p e r c e n t ,  t h e n  i t  s t a n d s  t o  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  " r e g u l a r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s "  
s h o u l d  a l s o  l o o s e  s t a t e  a p p r o v a l  w hen t h e y  f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  10 p e r c e n t  s e t  
o u t  b y  t h e  EED. I f  a  c h i l d  f a i l s  t o  t a k e  a  s t a t e  m a n d a te d  t e s t  i n  a  
" r e g u l a r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l " ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  l o o s e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  e n r o l l  i n  t h a t  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  o r  a n y  o t h e r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  I f  a  
" s t u d e n t  c a n n o t  d e m o n s t r a t e  a d e q u a t e  p r o g r e s s  i n  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g  a n d  
m a th  o n  s t a t e  e x a m s ,"  a  s o l u t i o n  n e e d s  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  t h a t  i s  f a i r  a n d  
c o n s i s t e n t  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  n o t  o n e  t h a t  o n ly  a p p l i e s  t o  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
s c h o o l s .  W here  i n  t h e  E E D 's  p r o p o s a l  i s  t h e r e  a n y  " e q u i t a b l e  t r e a t m e n t ? "  
I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  t h e  EED i s  a t t a c k i n g  o n l y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  
t h a t  e n r o l l  s t u d e n t s  f ro m  o u t s i d e  a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ' s  " l e g a l l y  d e f i n e d  
g e o g r a p h i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s . "

T he s t a t e m e n t  m ade b y  t h e  EED t h a t  s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e  m o re  " a t t e n t i o n  a n d  
s u p e r v i s i o n "  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a  r e g u l a r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i s  l u d i c r o u s .  I  w o u ld  
l i k e  t o  know  w h e re  t h e  EED i s  g e t t i n g  t h e  f a c t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h a t  
s t a t e m e n t .

My d a u g h t e r  w as i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s te m .  By 7 t h  g r a d e  s h e  w as 
g e t t i n g  s o  m uch " a t t e n t i o n  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n "  t h a t  s h e  w as f a i l i n g  m a th  
a n d  h a d  b e e n  p l a c e d  i n  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  h e r  w r i t i n g  s k i l l s  a n d  
t e s t e d  o u t  a t  a  2 p e r c e n t i l e  l e v e l ,  n a t i o n w i d e .  The c e r t i f i e d  t e a c h e r s  
t h a t  w e re  s u p e r v i s i n g  my d a u g h t e r  h a d  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  33 t o  36 s t u d e n t s  i n  
e a c h  c l a s s .  When my d a u g h t e r  w as p l a c e d  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g ra m  
s h e  w as a t  4 t h  g r a d e  l e v e l .  One y e a r  l a t e r ,  s h e  w as s t i l l  a t  4 t h  g r a d e  
l e v e l .  W i th i n  o n e  y e a r  o f  home s c h o o l i n g  s h e  h a d  g a i n e d  f i v e  g r a d e  
l e v e l s  a n d  w as re m o v e d  f ro m  t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g ra m . S h e  t o o k  t h e
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A la s k a  B e n c h m a rk  Exam a n d  p a s s e d  a l l  t h r e e  t e s t s .  C an  t h e  EED e x p l a i n  
how b e i n g  i n  a  r e g u l a r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  w as a f f o r d i n g  my d a u g h t e r  m o re  
a t t e n t i o n  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n ?  T he p r o g r e s s  my d a u g h t e r  h a s  m ade w as b a s e d  
on  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  s h e  w as r e c e i v i n g  f ro m  h e r  p a r e n t ,  
n o t  a  c e r t i f i e d  t e a c h e r .  I  am p e r f e c t l y  c a p a b l e  o f  g r a d i n g  my d a u g h t e r ' s  
w o rk  a n d  c h e c k i n g  o v e r  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t s  t h a t  I  g i v e  h e r .  H e r c u r r i c u l u m  
i s  b a s e d  o n  h e r  n e e d s ,  n o t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  
" r e g u l a r "  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g .  Had I  n o t  b e e n  d o in g  my j o b  c o r r e c t l y ,  
i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a p p a r e n t  o n  h e r  r e s u l t s  f ro m  t h e  A la s k a  B en c h m a rk  
Exam.

T h e re  a r e  h o m e - s c h o o le d  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  " r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g "  t h a t  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  a s  w e l l  a n d  
c e r t i f i e d  t e a c h e r s  a r e  s u p e r v i s i n g  th e m . W hat i s  t h e  e x c u s e  f ro m  t h e  EED 
a s  t o  why t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  f a i l i n g  t o  l e a r n ?  My p o i n t  i s  t h a t  a l l  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e y  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  l e a r n i n g  s t y l e s  t h a t  a l l o w  
th em  t o  e x c e l  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g s .  Some t h r i v e  i n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
s c h o o l ;  som e i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  a n d  o t h e r s  d o  b e t t e r  i n  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  o r  
c h a r t e r  s c h o o l s .  T he o n ly  p e o p l e  t h a t  c a n  m ake t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o n  w h e re  
t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  l e a r n  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y ,  i s  t h e  v e r y  
p e o p l e  who know  th e m  -  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  n o t  t h e  EED. A c e r t i f i e d  t e a c h e r  
i s  no  m o re  c a p a b l e  o f  t e a c h i n g  my c h i l d  t h a n  I  am . My c h i l d  r e c e i v e s  a
g r e a t  d e a l  m o re  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  i n  o u r  home t h a n  s h e  d i d  i n
p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  S h e  i s  v e r y  w e l l  s o c i a l i z e d ;  s h e  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  d a n c e ,  
s i n g i n g ,  c h e s s  c l u b ,  y o u th  g r o u p  a n d  m any o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  S h e  i s  
c a p a b l e  o f  t a l k i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  i n  a n y  a g e  g r o u p  i n s t e a d  o f  o n l y  h e r
p e e r s  l i k e  s o  m any o f  h e r  " r e g u l a r "  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c o u n t e r p a r t s . I  do  n o t
h a v e  a n y  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  a  c e r t i f i e d  t e a c h e r  c h e c k i n g  my d a u g h t e r ' s  w o rk ; 
t h a t  i s  w hy we t u r n  i n  p o r t f o l i o s  e v e r y  y e a r  a l o n g  w i t h  h e r  g r a d e s .  I f  
s h e  w e re  t o  f a i l  t h e  A la s k a  S t a t e  B en c h m a rk  o r  H ig h  S c h o o l  Q u a l i f y i n g  
Exam s, t h e n  I  c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  why s h e  m ig h t  n e e d  t o  b e  p l a c e d  u n d e r  a  
m o re  r e s t r i c t i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n  w i t h i n  o u r  hom e s c h o o l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  j u s t  a s  
I  w o u ld  e x p e c t  t o  s e e  h e r  " r e g u l a r "  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  p l a c e d  
u n d e r  m o re  s u p e r v i s i o n  w hen th e y  f a i l  t h e  e x a m s .

The f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  sh o w s t h e  HSGQE F a i l u r e  R a t e s  f o r  b o t h  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  i n  A n c h o ra g e  a n d  t h e  M a t-S u  V a l l e y  a t  t h e  1 1 th  g r a d e  l e v e l ,  
a lo n g  w i t h  tw o  o f  t h e  home s c h o o l s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  E E D 's 
p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s .

2001 HSGQE F a i l u r e  R a te s
S c h o o l :  R e a d in g :  W r i t i n g :  M a th :
C o lo n y  H ig h  S c h o o l :  60% 66% 52.9%
W a s i l l a  H ig h  S c h o o l :  57 .1%  74% 63.6%
D iam ond H ig h  S c h o o l :  71% 77 .3%  76 .9%
E a s t  H ig h  S c h o o l :  83% 83.2%  77 .5%
W est H ig h  S c h o o l :  87.9%  80.6%  81.7%
C y b e r ly n x :  28.6%  68% 75%
IDEA: 39.1%  69.4%  67.2%

As a  p a r e n t  a n d  a n  e d u c a t o r ,  I  am n o t  im p r e s s e d  w i t h  a n y  o f  t h e s e  g r a d e s  
b u t  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  a  l a r g e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  hom e s c h o o l  
a r e  a b l e  t o  r e a d  w h ic h  i s  m o re  t h a n  I  c a n  s a y  f o r  t h e i r  " r e g u l a r "  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  v/ho a r e  r e c e i v i n g  "m o re  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n . "

L a s t  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  l e a s t ,  w h e re  i s  t h e  f u n d in g  c o m in g  f ro m  f o r  a l l  
t h e  a d d i t i o r  ^ a f f  i t  w o u ld  t a k e  t o  g r a d e  a n d  o v e r s e e  a l l  o f  t h e  
h o m e -s c h o o le - !  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e ?  C y b e r ly n x  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 74 6  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  a n d  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  s e e  87 
s t u d e n t s  a  d a y  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  E E D 's p r o p o s e d  m o n th ly  r e q u i r e m e n t .  IDEA 
h a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 10 4  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  t o  s e e  155 
s t u d e n t s  d a i l y .  T h e s e  a r e  o n l y  tw o  o f  t e n  s c h o o l s  b e i n g  a f f e c t e d  b y  
t h e s e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s . When w i l l  a l l  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  h a v e  t im e  t o  g r a d e  
t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  w o rk  w i t h  t h e  a m o u n t o f  c h i l d r e n  t h e y  w i l l  b e  s e e i n g  
d a i l y ?  T he  EED m u s t  b e  a w a re  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  c u r r e n t  b u d g e t  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,
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I  w o u ld  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  t a k e  t h e  f u n d in g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w hen 
t h e y  a r e  m a k in g  d e c i s i o n s ,  u n l e s s  o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  a r e  r e a l l y  j u s t  t r y i n g  
t o  m ake i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s c h o o l s  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  a l l  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  m a n d a te d  t o  o n ly  
h a v e  o n e  o p t i o n ,  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .

Who i s  r e a l l y  l o o s i n g  o u t  o n  t h e s e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s ?  As f a r  a s  I  c a n  
t e l l ,  i t ' s  t h e  v e r y  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e  EED i s  p u r p o r t e d l y  t r y i n g  t o  
p r o t e c t .

T e r r i  L T e r r e a u l t  
2050  V i l l a g e  D r iv e  S o u th  
W a s i l l a ,  AK. 9 9 6 5 4 -3 6 2 5  
9 0 7 - 3 7 3 -3 3 6 4

3 o f 3 2/28/2002 1:32 PM

________________
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the noose Health, uducation. and Social Services

conmBfec name

I have been informed o f your work on behalf of the Homeschoolers o f the State that choose to 
enroll our children In a State Correspondence Group, ihankyou for your work. I ’d like to 
encourage you to forward your Committee Substitute for HB464 so that we can continue to 
school our children and enjoy the very valuable help that we receive from the good folks at 
IDEA. The added scrutiny that HB464 calls for would be burdensome and costly, and would 
serve no purpose regarding a better education for our children. The educational needs o f our 
children and ourselves as parent/educators as best served by the local control and accountability 
that your Committee Substitute allows, and indeed, that we have enjoyed for some time.

Signed: Darrell W. Kincaid

Committee on CS o f HB464
 — »»■•■ >• ■* ^ p f Y r i r l 7 —~W*/subject

Testifier

... Parent/Educator la the IDEA program 
Representing (optional)

Address

SSQJ&2dl525.,
Phone number

10 'd SA08 892 106 'ON m o n  IVN3M W £p:A0 301 2002-90-HW



HB464

Subject HB464
Date S u n , 3 M a r  2002 20:30:17-0900 

From; "W illia m  A . a n d  C aro l H ill"  < w a c h ill@ g c i.n e t>
To; "F red  D y so n "  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

H i -  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  p r o p o s i n g  t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  b i l l  e n t i t l e d  
"An a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s t a t e w i d e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m s "  
w h ic h  i s  m uch n e e d e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  p r o p e r  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  EED. 
W e 'r e  i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  y o u  a n d  h o p e  y o u ’r e  a b l e  t o  g e t  i t  p a s s e d  s o o n .
B i l l

1 o f  I 3/4/2002 11:41 AM

mailto:wachill@gci.net
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us


re: CS version o f HB464

Subject: re: CS version o f HB464 
Date: S u n , 3 M a r  2 0 0 2  1 8 :1 8 :1 9  -0 9 0 0  

From: "B rian  S p rin g e r"  < b sp r in g e r@ id e a fa m ilie s .o rg >
To: < Ja so n _ H o o le y @  le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

C C : "F re d  D y so n "  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
"P eg g y  W ilso n "  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ P e g g y _ W ilso n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
" Jo h n  C o g h ill"  < R c p re se n ta tiv e _ Jo h n _ C o g h ill@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
"G a ry  S te v e n s"  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ G a ry _ S te v e n s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
"V ic  K o h rin g "  < R e p re s e n ta tiv e „ V ic _ K o h rin g @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
"S h a ro n  C issn a "  < R e p re s e n ta tiv e _ S h a ro n _ C is sn a @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
"R eg g ie  Jo u le "  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ R e g g ie _ Jo u le @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

M y  n a m e  i s  T e r r i  S p r i n g e r .  I  a m  b o t h  a  c e r t i f i e d  t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  a  h o m e  s c h o o l i n g  p a r e n t  w i t h  G a l e n a  S c h o o l  

D i s t r i c t ' s  I D E A  P r o g r a m .  I  a m  i n  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  C S  v e r s i o n  o f  H B 4 6 4  

a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  i t s  t i m e l y  p a s s a g e .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  

b i l l  w o u l d  e n a b l e  m y s e l f  a n d  o t h e r  p a r e n t / t e a c h e r s  l i k e  m e  t o  c o n t i n u e  

t o  e d u c a t e  o u r  o w n  c h i l d r e n ,  i n  o u r  o w n  h o m e s ,  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  

o f  o t h e r  t r a i n e d  e d u c a t o r s ,  i n  a  w o n d e r f u l l y  u n i q u e ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  a n d  

e f f e c t i v e  w a y .  T h a n k  Y o u  S o  V e r y  M u c h !

1 o f  I 3/4/2002 11:40 AM
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homeschool

Subject: homeschool
Date: S u n , 0 3  M a r  2 0 0 2  1 5 :4 4 :4 3  -0 9 0 0  

From: T y le r  ar.d  C in d y  S c h lu n g  < sc h lu n g @ n o o k .n e t>
To: R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s

H e l l o ,
I  am w r i t i n g  y o u  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  i n  y o u r  new  b i l l  t o  r e s t r i c t  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o v e r r e g u l a t i r . g  h o m e s c h o o l .
T h a n k s ,
C in d y  S c h lu n g

1 o f 1 3/4/2002 11:38 AM

mailto:schlung@nook.net
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us


HES committee

S u b je c t :  H E S  c o m m it te e
D a te :  S u n , 3  M a r  2 0 0 2  0 7 :5 5 :4 9  -0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  " F le tc h e r  fam ily "  < b f le tc h e r@ id e a fa m ilie s .o rg >  
T o :  < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

Honorable Rep. Fred Dyson

Thank you for sponsoring HB464.1 have emailed the following to each of your colleagues 
on the House HES committee.

I understand that in your capacity on the House Health Education and Social Services 
Committee you will shortly be considering the CS of HB 464 limiting the ability of DEED 
to regulate state-wide correspondence programs.

Having recently commented at some length on DEED’S 4 AAC 33.420-.4901 received from 
the State Board a ‘Question & Answer’ document that makes it clear that they really don’t 
understand the purpose of the programs they’re regulating.

The impending excessive regulations have placed Alaskan homeschools under a stifling 
cloud, and the time spent in addressing this really detracts from our ability to provide for 
our children’s education. I hope you and your colleagues on the Committee will pass this 
bill ASAP.

Thank you for your consideration,

Barrett Fletcher 

PO Box 57 5

Homer, AIC 99603-0575

I o f 1 3/4/2002 11:31 AM

mailto:bfletcher@ideafamilies.org
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us


HB464 - Please support it!

Subject: HB464 - Please support it!
Date: S u n , 3 M a r  2 0 0 2  0 6 :4 3 :2 4  -0 9 0 0  

From: 'B ill M ille r"  < k e n a i@ sa rc o m g s .c o m >
To: < Ja so n _ H o o le y @ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>, 

< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ R e g g ie _ Jo u le @ le g ic .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ S h a ro n _ C is sn a @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

C C : < R e p re se n ta t iv e _ P e g g y _ W ilso n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>,
< R e p re se n ta ti  v e _ Jo h n _ C o g h i 11 @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ G a ry _ S te v e n s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re sc n ta t iv e _ V ic _ K o h r in g @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

HB464 - Please Include this message in the packet for the committee members 

Distinguished House HES Committee Members,

We wanted to take a moment to urge both of you to support HB464 as we feel that the Dept, of Education and Early 
Development should be limited with regards to enacting legislation that affects statewide correspondence programs. 
We homeschool our son and believe it is the best education that he could ever get. I work for XTO Energy, Inc., in 
Nikiski as District Administration Manager but my background/degree is Secondary Education. I've taught in the 
classroom and have seen first hand the problems with the system. With homeschooling, we've been able to 
overcome those and give our son a "world class education" and I'm willing to compare my son's scores with any 
student in the public system. We believe you'll find that the State of Alaska is getting a tremendous return on it's 
education dollars that are spent on home schoolers both in terms of better education and more efficient use of the 
dollars spent by the state on homeschoolers. We believe if you compare all of the homeschool kids in the state to 
the public system, you'll find the same. Please don't allow the Dept, of Education and Early Development to burden 
us homeschoolers with the same bureaucratic nightmare as the public system. We urge you to support HB464.

My parents moved to Alaska back in 1966 when I was three, and I've lived and worked all across Alaska thanks to 
my father being an Alaska State Trooper and my own career path. I've been involved with, and seen first hand the 
education system from St. Marys to Savoonga, Togiak to Tununak, Anchorage to Alakanuk, Fairbanks to King 
Salmon, and I can tell you that nobody knows first hand about the education of their children than the local people. 
The parents of Alaska know their children and their local situation better than anyone in Juneau, and the last thing 
any of us need is the Deparment of Education in Juneau or Washington D.C. dictating to us how our children should 
be educated or how our education dollars should be spent. I remember in Fairbanks as a child when native kids 
were sent from their villages to Fairbanks or Anchorage to attend elementary school, and alway thought it was 
terrible that they couldn't live and learn in their own community where their parents knew what was best for their 
children's education. Years ago the State figured it out and now kids go to school in their own villages as they 
should have been able to from the beginning. We have a diverse population in a huge state - we need to respect 
that. Please support HB464 and let's keep the Dept, of Education off our backs.

Sincerely,

Bill & Linda Miller 
402 Eadies Way 
Kenai, AK 99611

907-283-2726

3/4/2002 11:31 AM
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4 AAC 33.420-.490 Statewide Correspondence Programs

Subject: 4 AAC 33.420-.490 Statewide Correspondence Programs 
Date: F ri, 1 M a r  2 0 0 2  2 1 :5 8 :4 1  -0 8 0 0  

From: "S tev e n  A x e lso n "  < sa x e lso n @ w o rld n e t .a t t .n e t>
To: < R e p re se n ta t iv e _ B ill_ W illia m s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 

< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ P e g g y _ W ilso n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ B e th _ K e r ttu la @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ B ill_ H u d s o n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ A lb e r t_ K o o k e sh @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ G a ry _ S te v e n s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ D re w _ S c a lz i@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ K e n _ L a n c a s te r@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ M ik e _ C h e n a u lt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ Jo e _ G re e n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ N o rm a n _ R o k e b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ A n d re w _ H a lc ro @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ E th a n _ B e rk o w itz @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ L isa _ M u rk o w sk i@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re s e n fa tiv e _ E r ic _ C ro f t@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  G re tc h e n _ G u e ss@ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ L e s il_ M c G u i'-e @ le g is .s ia te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ C o n _ B i> n d e @ le g :s .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ K e v in _ M e y e r@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ B ria n _ P o r te r@ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ S h a ro n _ C is sn a @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ H a rry _ C ra w fo rd @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ E ld o n _ M u Id e r@ le g is .s la te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ P e te _ K o tt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ V ic _ K o h r in g @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ S c o tt_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a se k @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ Jo h n _ D a v ie s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ Jo e _ H a y e s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ J im _ W h ita k e r@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ Jo h n _ C o g h il l@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ Je a n n e tte _ Ja m e s@ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ Jo h n _ H a rr is@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ R e g g ie _ Jo u le @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ R ic h a rd _ F o s te r@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta t iv e _ M a ry _ K a p sn e r@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ C a r l_ M o se s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,

We h a v e  a t t a c h e d  o u r  com m en ts  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  a b o v e .  We 
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  t i m e .  T h a n k  y o u .

S te v e  a n d  N a n c y  A x e ls o n  
K e tc h ik a n

I of 2 3/4/2002 11:21 AM
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C O M M E N T S  R E G A R D IN G  N E W  S T A T E  R E G U L A T IO N S  F O R  
C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  P R O G R A M S

F e b ru a ry  17, 2 0 0 2
S te v e n  a n d  N a n c y  A x e lso n  
P .O . B o x  9 0 2 9  
K e tc h ik a n , A K  99901  
(9 0 7 ) 2 2 5 -9 7 7 8

I am  o p p o se d  to  th e  p o te n tia l in s ta te m e n t o f  re g u la tio n s  4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1  a n d  4  
A A C  0 6 .4 5 0  c o n c e rn in g  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s . T h e  b as ic  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  e x is t in g  
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  re fe rre d  to  in  th e se  n e w  re g u la tio n s  h as  b een  to  a s s is t  
h o m e sc h o o lin g  fa m ilie s  lik e  m in e . M a n y  o f  th e  n ew  re g u la tio n s  a re  ju s t  a d a p tin g  th e  
tra d itio n a l re g u la tio n s  o f  b ric k  a n d  m o rta r  p u b lic  sc h o o ls . O rig in a l le g is la tio n  s h o u ld  be  
d ra f te d  to  f it th e se  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ram s. I t  sh o u ld  be  a  p ro c e ss  th a t in v o lv e s  a  c ro s s  
se c tio n  o f  p e o p le  w h o  re ly  on  th e  p ro g ra m s , a b o tto m  u p  a p p ro a c h . P a re n t/T e a c h e rs  
sh o u ld  p la y  a  m a jo r  ro le  h ere . P ro g ra m  a d m in is tra to rs  a n d  sc h o o l b o a rd  m e m b e rs  n e e d  
to  c o n tr ib u te  to  m a k e  su re  le g is la tio n  w ill a llo w  fo r  e n o u g h  le e w a y  to  f it th e ir  p ro g ra m s  
u n iq u e  c u ltu re .

I a m  a w a re  o f  a t le a s t th re e  u n iq u e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e -h o m e sc h o o l p ro g ra m s  b e in g  
u sed  in  th e  K e tc h ik a n  a rea . R E A C H , P A C E , a n d  ID E A . R E A C H , R e s p e c tin g  
E d u c a tio n a l A lte rn a tiv e s  &  C h o ic e s  in  H o m e sc h o o lin g  -  th e  a c ro n y m  a lo n e  c o u ld n ’t 
m a k e  c le a re r  th e ir  m iss io n . T h e  fo u n d a tio n  on  w h ich  th e  P A C E  p ro g ra m  w a s  b u iit  
“ . . .o f f e r s  p a re n ts  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m a k e  d e c is io n s  o n  h o w  th e ir  c h ild re n  a re  e d u c a te d  
( a n d ) . . .p ro v id e s  a lte rn a tiv e  c h o ic e s  to  th e  re g u la r  sch o o l e x p e r ie n c e .”  T h e  ID E A  
p ro g ra m ’s o b je c tiv e  is to  “ .. .b u ild  a n d  fo s te r  a  c o m m u n ity  o f  le a rn e rs  w h ic h  v ie w s  
e d u c a tio n  as n o t c o n f in e d  to  the  tra d itio n a l fo u r  w a lls  o f  a  c la s s ro o m , ra th e r  a  free -  
f lo w in g  e x c h a n g e  o f  k n o w le d g e  an d  id e as  .”  U n d e r  th e  “ n e w ” p ro p o se d  to p  d o w n  
le g is la tio n , e x is t in g  p ro g ra m s  su c h  as th e se  w ill be  re -fo rm e d  in to  th e  g e n e r ic  p u b lic  
sc h o o ls  th a t th e  le g is la tio n  w as o r ig in a lly  w ritten  for.

T h a t  b e in g  sa id , h o w e v e r , it is u n lik e ly  th a t le g is la tio n  d ra f te rs  w ill e v e r  
u n d e rta k e  su c h  an e n d e a v o r . S o  a t th e  v e ry  m in im u m , h ere  a re  th e  a re a s  in  th e  p ro p o se d  
“ n e w ” s ta te  re g u la tio n s  th a t m u s t be  c h a n g ed .

4 AAC33.421
(b): The program must conform with statewide goals and performance standards as set out in: 

4AAC 04.010, 4 AAC 04.200

R e g u la tio n s  4  A A C  0 4 .0 1 0  a n d  4  A A C  0 4 .2 0 0  w ere  d e s ig n e d  to  fa c il i ta te  a  
re la tio n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  c o m m u n ity  a n d  th e  sc h o o l a n d  p ro te c t th e  s tu d e n ts  in a  p u b lic  
sc h o o l in s ti tu tio n  a n d  d o  n o t a p p ly  c o rre c tly  to  a  h o m e sc h o o l s itu a tio n  w h e re  a  c h ild  is 
m o s t o f te n  b e in g  ta u g h t d ire c tly  b y  th e  p a re n ts . T h is  le g is la tio n  s h o u ld  n o t be



“ b o rro w e d ” a n d  a d o p te d  fo r  h o m e sc h o o le rs  b e c a u se  m u c h  o f  it d o e s  n o t a p p ly  a n d  
in fr in g e s  on  th e  v e ry  r ig h ts  th a t h o m e sc h o o le rs  a re  o fte n  p ra c tic in g  w h e n  th e y  c h o o s e  
a lte rn a tiv e  e d u c a tio n . 4  A A C  0 4 .0 1 0  n e e d s  to  b e  re w ritte n  o r  e lim in a te d , a s  it  w a s  n o t 
w ritte n  w ith  h o m e sc h o o l s tu d e n ts  in m in d . F o r  e x a m p le , 0 4  A A C  0 4 .0 1 0  (b )  (2 ) re a d s  is 
fo llo w s: “e m p o w e r  th e  p u b lic  w ith  th e  k n o w le d g e  th a t th e  sk il ls  a n d  su b je c ts  in c lu d e d  in 
th is  c h a p te r  a re  o f  g re a t im p o r ta n c e  to  e d u c a tio n  so  th a t th e  p u b lic  c an  p a r t ic ip a te  in  local 
e d u c a tio n a l p la n n in g  w ith  m o re  a u th o r ity  a n d  e f fe c t .”  A  h o m e sc h o o l d o e s  n o t n e e d  th e  
p u b lic  “e m p o w e re d  w ith  th e  k n o w le d g e  th a t th e  sk ills  a n d  su b je c ts  o f  th is  c h a p te r  a re  o f  
g re a t im p o r ta n c e  so  th a t th e  p u b lic  c an  p a r tic ip a te  in loca l e d u c a tio n a l p la n n in g  w ith  
m o re  a u th o r ity  a n d  e f fe c t” . H o m e sc h o o lin g  ta k e s  the  “ p u b lic ” o u t  o f  th e  e q u a tio n  and  
a llo w s  p a re n ts  to  be  m o re  than  ju s t  p a rtic ip a n ts . H o m e sc h o o l p a re n ts  A R E  th e  
e d u c a tio n a l p la n n e rs  fo r th e ir  c h ild re n . A n o th e r  e x a m p le : 4  A A C  0 4 .2 0 0  (a ) re a d s  as 
fo llo w s: “S u b s e c tio n s  (b ) a n d  (c) o f  th is  se c tio n  id e n tify  a n d  d e s c r ib e  c o n te n t  a n d  
p e rfo rm a n c e  s ta n d a rd s  th a t re f le c t th e  h ig h e s t a b ilit ie s  a n d  q u a lit ie s  o f  th e  te a c h in g  
p ro fe s s io n .”  T h e  lis t o f  p e rfo rm a n c e  s ta n d a rd s  in (b )  a n d  (c ) re fe r re d  to  a b o v e  is  too  
e x te n s iv e  to  c o p y  h e re . A g a in , th is  d o e s  n o t a p p ly  to  h o m e sc h o o le rs  b e in g  ta u g h t b y  a 
p a re n t w h o  h as  a  G o d -g iv e n  r ig h t to  be  th e ir  c h i ld ’s te a c h e r  a n d  d o e s  n o t n e e d  to  q u a lify  
b y  a n y o n e ’s c r i te r ia  o r  p e r fo rm a n c e  s ta n d a rd .

4 AAC 33.421
(c ): The program must use curriculum materials, including textbooks and other instructional 
aids, that have been reviewed and selected by the district school board, are o f the same quality as 
those materials that the district offers in the district’s other programs, and are in compliance with 
AS 14.03.090 and AS I4.1S.060.

H e re  a g a in  th e  le g is la tio n  is d e m a n d in g  p u b lic  sc h o o l le g is la tio n  s ta n d a rd s  in m y  
h o m e . A S  1 4 .0 3 .0 9 0  reads: “ ...partisan, sectarian, or denominational doctrines may 
not be advocated in a public school (m y  h o m e  i f  I ’m  a p a r t  o f  a  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  
p ro g ra m ) during the hours the school is in session ...” M y  c h ild re n  a re  le a rn in g  fro m  
th e  m o m e n t th e y  a w a k e  in th e  m o rn in g  u n til th e  m o m e n t th e y  fa ll a s le e p  a t n ig h t. I tea ch  
m y  c h ild re n  “ w h e n  yo u  s it  a t h o m e  a n d  w h e n  y o u  w a lk  a lo n g  th e  ro a d , w h e n  y o u  lie  
d o w n  a n d  w h e n  y o u  g e t u p ” D e u te ro n o m y  6 :7 . E v e n  w ith  se t “ sc h o o l h o u rs ”  a t h o m e  
th is  se c tio n  c a n n o t p o ss ib ly  a p p ly . T h is  su b se c tio n  m u s t n o t b e  p a s se d !  T h e  g o v e rn m e n t 
c a n n o t re g u la te  o r  lim it th e  re lig io u s  b e lie fs , d e n o m in a tio n a l d o c tr in e s , p a r tis a n  o r  
se c ta r ia n  b ia se s  th a t w e  w ish  to  re p re se n t to , te a ch  to  o r  a d v o c a te  to  o u r  c h ild re n . A s 
h o m e sc h o o le rs , m a n y  o f  us a re  te a c h in g  o u r  c h ild re n  a t h o m e  fo r  th e  v e ry  re a so n  th a t w e  
w ish  to  im p a r t re lig io u s  b ia se s!  W e  c a n n o t a llo w  th e  g o v e rn m e n t to  in te n tio n a lly  o r  
in a d v e r te n tly  p a ss  le g is la tio n  th a t c o u ld  je o p a rd iz e  o u r  f re e d o m  to  in f lu e n c e  o u r  c h ild re n . 
W e  a re  n o t ta lk in g  a b o u t a h ire d  te a c h e r  in a  p u b lic  in s ti tu tio n  w h e n  w e  a re  lo o k in g  at 
th e se  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s . W e  a re  ta lk in g  a b o u t p a re n ts  a n d  th e ir  c h ild re n  in th e ir  
o w n  h o m e s . W e  m u s t be  a llo w e d  to  teach  o u r  c h ild re n  w h a te v e r  w e  c h o o s e , w h e th e r  th e  
m a te ria ls  w e  u se  a re  p u rc h a se d  b y  th e  s ta te  o r  by  o u r  o w n  fu n d s.

E a ch  fa m ily  th a t c h o o s e s  to  h o m e sc h o o l h as  th e ir  o w n  u n iq u e  lis t o f  re a so n s  w h y  
th e y  c h o s e  th is  o p tio n . S o m e  o f  the  o b je c tio n s  m a n y  o f  u s  h av e  to  th e  p u b lic  in s ti tu tio n s



w ill b e  b ro u g h t in to  o u r  h o m e s  w ith  th e  p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s  a b o v e . A s  p a re n ts  w e  n e e d  
to  be  a b le  to  m a in ta in  c o n tro l a n d  f re e d o m  in c h o o s in g  th e  m a te r ia ls  w e  u se  in  te a c h in g  
o u r  c h ild re n  a t h o m e . W ith  th e  p a s s in g  o f  th is  le g is la tio n , th e  g o v e rn m e n t h a s  th e  p o w e r  
to  p re v e n t m e  te a c h in g  m y  re lig io n  to  m y  fa m ily  w ith  m a te r ia ls  p u rc h a s e d  b y  m e  in  m y  
ho m e.

4 A A C  3 3 .4 2 1  su b se c tio n  (h ) sp e c if ie s  a n d  re g u la te s  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  s p e n d in g  o f  
s ta te  fu n d s . I u n d e rs ta n d  th a t th is  is n e c e s sa ry  a n d  re a so n a b le . It is  a  c o m p le te ly  
d if fe re n t is su e  th e n  a p p ro v in g  u n fu n d e d  m a te ria ls  th a t a re  to  be  u se d . I a m  n o t o b je c tin g  
to  the  re g u la tio n s  o f  s ta te  fu n d in g , b u t to  th e  re g u la tio n  o f  c u rr ic u lu m  a n d  c o u rs e  o f  s tu d y  
a s  s ta te d  aga in  in  su b se c tio n  (g ) p a rt 1 a n d  in su b se c tio n  (d ) b e lo w :

4 AAC 33.421
(g) Tne program must include a plan for receiving parental advice and involvement in planning, 
development, and evaluation o f the correspondence study program, including the selection and 
evaluation o f curriculum, teachers, and administrators; the plan must include a signed agreement 
between the statewide correspondence program certified teacher and the parent, or parents, o f 
each student, the agreement

1) must verify that the curriculum materials and course o f study are aligned to state 
standards and c comply with AS 14.03.090 and appropriate for the student;

2) must document the process used to ensure curriculum materials are aligned to state 
standards and in compliance with AS 14.03.090, including a certified teachers review o f 
all curriculum materials for each student.

4 AAC 33.421
(d) The program staff, including certified teachers, shall not provide instruction using religious, 
partisan, sectarian, or denominational curricula purchased privately by the parent, or by the 
student i f  the curricula teach particular religious beliefs, or a particular religion as true.

In  (d ) a b o v e , it is u n c le a r  w h e th e r  th e  p a re n t te a c h in g  th e  c h i ld  is  c o n s id e re d  p a i t  
o f  th e  p ro g ra m  s ta ff . I f  th is  re g u la tio n  w a s  in te rp re te d  th a t w a y  th e n  it w o u ld  a g a in  
p ro h ib it  re lig io u s  in s tru c tio n  in th e  h o m e . T h is  re g u la tio n  n e e d s  m o re  c la r ity .

T h e  fo llo w in g  re g u la tio n s  a re  p ro p o se d  th a t w o u ld  m a n d a te  s ta te  te s t in g  o f  th e  
s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  in th e  a b o v e  p ro g ram s.

4 AAC 33.421
(f) The district must require enrolled students to participate in the statewide student assessment 
program as required by 4 AAC 06.710-4  AAC 06.790; the program must

(I) have staff inform parents o f state testing requirements and the consequences o f non- 
compliance under 4 AAC 33.450

4 AAC 33.450
FAILURE TO PARTICIPATE IN STATE MANDATED ASSESSMENT TESTS.
(a) I f  a student fails to participate in a state mandated assessment test the student will be

ineligible for enrollment in the statewide correspondence program and denied enrollment in



any other statewide correspondence program, for the following year, unless the district o f 
enrollment has excused the student from the state mandated assessment.

T h is  le g is la tio n  s h o u ld  n o t b e  e n a c ted . I u n d e rs ta n d  th a t i f  th e  S ta te  is  fu n d in g  a 
p ro g ra m , th e y  a re  g o in g  to  n e e d  so m e  w a y  o f  m o n ito r in g  a n d  e v a lu a tin g  th e  p ro g ra m  a n d  
a ll p a r tic ip a n ts  a n d  s ta f f  fo r  a sse ssm e n t. T h e re  a re  a d e q u a te  p ro v is io n s  in  su b se c tio n  4  
A A C  3 3 .4 2 1  (e ) to  a c h ie v e  th is .

4 AAC 33.421
(e) To ensure the academic progress o f enrolled students, the program must include an assessment 
plan o f the same quality as an assessment plan that the district offers in the district's other programs; 
assessment must include:

(I) monitoring o f the enrolled student by a certified teacher; the monitoring must include at least 
monthly review o f the student’s work and documentation o f the certified teacher's review;

M o n th ly  re v ie w  is an  e x c e s s iv e  b u rd en  to  p la c e  on  th e  p a re n t b u t q u a r te r ly  re v ie w  
w o u ld  b e  su f f ic ie n t  to  e n s u re  th a t a c a d e m ic  p ro g re ss  w as b e in g  m ad e .

L e g is la tio n  re q u ir in g  h o m e sc h o o le rs  to  p a r tic ip a te  in  S ta te  te s tin g  m u s t n o t be  
e n a c te d . A n y  e x is t in g  m a n d a te s  n e e d  to  b e  re p e a le d  o r  a m e n d e d  to  in c lu d e  a  p ro v is io n  
fo r  p a re n ts  to  o p t o u t o f  th e  te s ts  i f  th e y  d e e m  th is  to  be  b e s t fo r  th e ir  c h ild . G iv in g  
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  a d m in is tra to rs  th e  p o w e r  to  e x c u se  s tu d e n ts  fro m  te s tin g  a n d  
then  re q u ir in g  th e  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  p a r tic ip a tio n  as sp e lle d  o u t in  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1  (0 ( 3 )  
d o e s  n o t g iv e  th e m  th e  f re e d o m  to  a llo w  p a re n ts /s tu d e n ts  to  o p t o u t o f  te s tin g . T h e re  a re  
le g itim a te  re a so n s  w h y  h o m e sc h o o l p a re n ts  n v g h t n o t w a n t to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  
a s se s sm e n t te s tin g .

1. T e s t in g  is n o t an  a c c u ra te  a sse ssm e n t. T h is  is  e sp e c ia lly  tru e  fo r 
h o m e sc h o o le rs  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  c h o o s in g  an  u n c o n v e n tio n a l a p p ro a c h  to  e d u c a tio n . O n e  
o f  th e  b ig g e s t b e n e f its  o f  h o m e sc h o o lin g  is  the  f re e d o m  it g iv e s  u s to  c re a te  a  sc o p e  an d  
se q u e n c e  (w h a t to  tea ch  a n d  a t w h a t g ra d e  level to  teach  it) su ite d  to  o u r  o w n  c h ild re n  
a n d  o f  o u r  o w n  c h o o s in g  -  n o t th e  s ta te ’s. W e  a re  n o t te a c h in g  to  th e  te s t, n o r  d o  w e  
w a n t to  b e  fo rc e d  to  j u s t  to  p ro v e  o u r  p e rfo rm a n c e  to  th e  c r it ic s . T e s tin g  w o u ld  re q u ire  
h o m e sc h o o l p a re n ts  to  tea ch  w h a t th e  g o v e rn m e n t d e c id e s  is a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  o u r  k id s  to  
lea rn  a n d  a t w h a t a g e  th e y  s h o u ld  lea rn  it. T h is  u n ra v e ls  th e  v e ry  fa b r ic  o f  e x is t in g  
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  s ta te d  m iss io n s  a n d  o b je c tiv e s . A n d  it e ro d e s  th e  v e ry  free d o m  
m a n y  h o m e sc h o o le rs  a re  try in g  to  e x e rc ise . O ften  th e  rea so n  a  c h ild  is  in  a  
h o m e sc h o o lin g  s e tt in g , is  b e c a u se  th e  sc o p e  o r  se q u e n c e  o f  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l d id  n o t su it 
th e  p a re n ts  o r  th e  c h ild . T e s t in g  w o u ld , in p ra c tic e , d ic ta te  c u r r ic u lu m .

S ta te  te s ts  a re  c re a te d  to  a sse ss  the  k n o w le d g e , u n d e rs ta n d in g , c a p a b ili t ie s  a n d  
a d v a n c e m e n t o f  s tu d e n ts  b e in g  ta u g h t in an in s ti tu tio n a liz e d  se ttin g . P u b lic  sc h o o ls  a re  
b a s ic a lly  s im ila r  a c ro s s  th e  s ta te  a n d  a s  th e y  a re  g o v e rn e d  b y  s ta te  s ta n d a rd s , te s tin g  is 
g o in g  to  b e  fa r  m o re  a c c u ra te  a m o n g  th o se  w h o  h a v e  g o n e  th ro u g h  th e  sy s te m  th a t th e y  
w e re  d e s ig n e d  to  te s t. C o n v e rse ly , th e  c u ltu ra l a tm o sp h e re  o f  a  h o m e sc h o o l s e tt in g  is 
g o in g  to  v a ry  g re a tly  f ro m  h o m e  to  h o m e . S ta te  te s ts  a re  g o in g  to  b e  b ia se d  a g a in s t th is  
m in o rity  b a c k g ro u n d . F o r  e x a m p le : o n e  o f  th e  q u e s tio n s  fo u n d  on  th e  s e c o n d  g ra d e  
IO W A  tes t o f  B a s ic  S k ills  a s se ssm e n t te s t in th e  so c ia l s tu d ie s  se c tio n  sh o w s  a  p ic tu re  o f  
a  c h a lk  b o a rd  a n d  a sk s  w h e re  th a t p a r tic u la r  item  w o u ld  u su a lly  b e  fo u n d . T h e  c h o ic e s



a re  h o m e , sc h o o l a n d  tw o  o th e r  c h o ic e s . T h is  q u e s tio n  w o u ld  o b v io u s ly  b e  b ia se d  i f  
“ s c h o o l”  w e re  th e  c o r re c t  a n sw er. O n  th e  IO W A  te s t o f  B a s ic  S k ills  te s t  fo r  f irs t  g ra d e rs  
th e  s a m e  q u e s tio n  is a s k e d  a b o u t a  g lo b e . M a n y  h o m e sc h o o le rs  h a v e  th e se  k in d s  o f  
re so u rc e s  in  th e ir  h o m e s  a n d  th e se  k in d s  o f  q u e s tio n s  w o u ld  n o t c o r re c t ly  a s se s s  th e ir  
k n o w le d g e . T h is  is a  g o o d  e x a m p le  o f  h o w  s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s ts  a re  g o in g  to  b e  b ia se d  
a g a in s t th e  a lte rn a tiv e  c u ltu re  o f  th e  h o m e sc h o o lin g  p o p u la tio n .

T h e re  is  a lso  g re a t c o n tro v e rsy  a m o n g  p sy c h o lo g is ts  a s  to  th e  v a lid ity  o f  
s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s tin g , a n d  w h e th e r  it d o e s  a s se ss  a b ility  a n d  k n o w le d g e , o r  ra th e r  
fa m ilia r ity  a n d  c o m fo r t w ith  te s tin g  p ro c e d u re s  a n d  m a te ria ls . N o t a ll c h ild re n  a re  e v e n  
fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  s a m e  ty p e s  o f  te s tin g  p ro c e d u re s  le t a lo n e  th e  sa m e  e d u c a tio n a l 
m a te ria ls . F u r th e rm o re , h o m e sc h o o l p a re n ts  a re  in tim a te ly  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e ir  s tu d e n ts  
a n d  k n o w  th e m  a n d  th e ir  s tre n g th s  a n d  w e a k n e sse s  so  w ell th a t  th e y  o f te n  d o n ’t fee l th e  
n ee d  to  “ te s t” th e ir  k n o w le d g e . C o n se q u e n tly , th e se  s tu d e n ts  a re  n o t l ik e ly  to  b e  as 
fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  w h o le  c o n c e p t  o f  te s tin g  as c o n v e n tio n a l s tu d e n ts . T h e re  is  a  g re a te r  
ra n g e  o f  v a r ia n c e  in te s t in g  p ro c e d u re s  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l m a te r ia ls  in  a  h o m e sc h o o l se ttin g . 
T h e re  a re  su c h  a  w id e  a rra y  o f  e d u c a tio n a l m a te r ia ls  a v a ila b le  n o w  fo r  h o m e sc h o o le rs  
th a t a c c u ra c y  in  te s tin g  w o u ld  be  a lm o s t im p o ss ib le . M y  f irs t  g ra d e r , w h o  is  re a d in g  a t a  
th ird  g ra d e  level a n d  d o in g  m a th  a t a  se c o n d  g ra d e  leve l h as  n e v e r  e v e n  f il le d  o u t  a  
b u b b le  a n s w e r  sh e e t  a n d  m a y  sc o re  p o o r ly  e v e n  on  th e se  c a te g o r ie s  o f  th e  te s ts  s im p ly  
b e c a u se  o f  th e  c o n fu s in g  p ro c e ss .

A n o th e r  p ro b le m  w ith  s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s tin g  is  th a t th e  te s ts  p re s u m e  a  s ta n d a rd  o f  
k n o w le d g e  th a t h o m e sc h o o le rs  m ig h t n o t a g re e  w ith . F o r  e x a m p le , m o s t p u b lic  sc h o o l 
te x tb o o k s  o f  w o rld  h is to ry  tea ch  th a t th e  e a r th  is m illio n s  o f  y e a rs  o ld  a n d  th a t d in o sa u rs  
w e re  p re h is to r ic  a n im a ls . I h a v e  p e rs o n a lly  ta u g h t m y  k id s  a  y o u n g -e a ith  (o n ly  6  o r  7  
th o u s a n d  y ea rs  o ld ) , c re a tio n  v iew  o f  h is to ry . T h e y  h a v e  le a rn e d  th a t d in o s a u rs  a n d  
p e o p le  w e re , in  fac t, on  th e  e a r th  at th e  sa m e  tim e . T h a t  is  w h a t w e  b e lie v e  b a se d  o n  the  
B ib le . I u se  th is  e x a m p le  to  sh o w  th a t a n y  te s t  q u e s tio n s  a b o u t th is  a re  g o in g  to  be  
re lig io u s ly  b ia se d  a g a in s t  m y  k id s . I f  th e  te s ts  sh o w  th a t m y  k id s  a re  n o t e d u c a te d  
p ro p e r ly  b e c a u se  th e y  d id n ’t “ k n o w  th a t p e o p le  a n d  d in o s a u rs  w e re  n o t o n  the  e a r th  a t the  
sa m e  t im e ” o r  th a t c e r ta in  a rc h a e o lo g ic a l f in d in g s  d a te  p e o p le  b a c k  1 2 ,0 0 0  y e a rs  o r  m o re  
then  th e  te s ts  d id  n o t a s se ss  th e ir  k n o w le d g e  bu t th e ir  b e lie fs . T h is  w o u ld  a lso  b e  s im ila r  
to  a  c h ild  ta k in g  a  s ta n d a rd iz e d  tes t in  th e  1 4 0 0 ’s a n s w e r in g  th e  q u e s tio n  “ w h a t sh a p e  is 
the  e a r th ?  a) f la t b) ro u n d  e tc . O n e  o f  th e  re a so n s  I h o m e sc h o o l is  b e c a u s e  I w a n t to  
teach  m y  c h ild re n  o u r  p e rso n a l b e lie fs  w h ic h  a re  o fte n  n o t th e  p e rs p e c tiv e  b e in g  ta u g h t in  
the  p u b lic  sc h o o ls . T h e  te s ts  a re  g o in g  to  be  b ia se d  a g a in s t  th is  f re e d o m  o f  b e lie f .

2 . T e s tin g  h as  p sy c h o lo g ic a l ra m if ic a tio n s . M a n y  h o m e sc h o o l p a re n ts  d o n ’t 
w a n t 10 e x p o s e  th e ir  c h ild re n  to  the  p sy c h o lo g ic a l s tre s s , p re s su re  a n d  la b e lin g  o f  te s tin g . 
T h e y  d o n ’t w a n t g ra d e s  to  b e c o m e  th e  fo c u s  o f  le a rn in g  n o r  a  to o l to  a l te r  se lf -e s te e m . 
R a th e r , th e y  w a n t le a rn in g  to  b e  a  n a tu ra l g a th e r in g  o f  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  sk ills  th a t th e  
c h ild  can  learn  to  u se  a n d  a p p ly  a n d  re a so n  w ith . T h e y  d o n ’t w a n t th e ir  c h i ld  to a sp ire  to  
a  g o a l th a t is le ss  w o rth y  th a n  th e  b are  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  a p p re c ia t in g  th e  w o r ld  w e  liv e  in 
a n d  m a s te r in g  i t . . . s im p ly  a  lo v e  o f  le a rn in g . T o  a sp ire  to  a c q u ire  a  le t te r  g ra d e  o r  a  h ig h  
sc o re  o n  a  te s t  c h e a p e n s  a n d  o v e rs h a d o w s  th e  g o a ls  th a t so m e  o f  u s w a n t fo r  o u r  c h ild re n . 
M a n y  o f  u s h o m e sc h o o l fo r  th is  v e ry  re a so n . A g a in , th is  is  y e t a n o th e r  in s ta n c e  w h e re



th e  ru le s  a n d  re g u la tio n s  fo r  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  c a n n o t b e  im p o se d  on  h o m e sc h o o le rs  w ith o u t 
e n c ro a c h in g  u p o n  th e  r ig h ts  w e  seek  to  k eep .

G o v e rn m e n t a s s is te d  h o m e sc h o o lin g , v ia  th e  e x is t in g  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s , p ro v id e s  
a  w id e  ra n g e  o f  o p p o r tu n itie s  th a t w o u ld  n o t o th e rw ise  b e  a v a ila b le  a n d  is  b e n e fic ia l to  
m a n y  h o m e sc h o o le rs . M o n e y  sp e n t on  e d u c a tio n  in  th e se  u n iq u e  c u ltu ra l s e tt in g s  
(h o m e s)  a ssu re s  th e  s ta te  a  c o n tin u a l d iv e rse  poo l o f  fu tu re  A la sk a n s . C h a n g in g  o r  
p a ss in g  le g is la tio n  th a t d im in ish e s  th e  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  a n d  
h o m e sc h o o ls  se rv e s  n o  lo g ica l end . T o d a y , A la s k a  h as  th e  b e s t c lim a te  fo r  
h o m e sc h o o le rs  o f  a n y  s ta te  fo r  p a re n ts  w h o  w a n t to  tea ch  th e ir  c h ild re n  w ith o u t 
g o v e rn m e n t fu n d in g  o r  a ss is ta n c e . W h y  n o t se t th is  g o a l fo r  fu n d e d  h o m e sc h o o l 
p ro g ra m s to o ?



CS o f HB464

S u b je c t :  C S  o f H B 4 6 4
D a te :  M o n , 4  M a r  2 0 0 2  1 7 :5 8 :47  -0 8 0 0  

F r o m :  "w a g a r  fam ily" < k w a g ar@ id ea fa m ilie s .o rg >
T o : < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

I am Kristin Wagar, a homeschooling mom, and want to see a Committtee Substitue of HB464 adopted. Our 
family was homeschooling prior to
IDEA and have been with idea since the onset and would like to keep this 
fine program in place and unchanged.

Thank you,
Kris Wagar 
1897 Badger Rd.
North Pole, AK 99705
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DEED'S 11 11 Regulations

S u b je c t :  D E E D 'S  P r o p o s e d  R e g u la t io n s  
D a te :  M o n , 4  M a r  2 0 0 2  16 :1 2 :49  -0 9 0 0  

F ro m :  "S u sa n  J. L o c h n e r"  < su sa n @ b y g e o rg e c re a tio n s .c o m >
T o : < S e n a to r_ A la n _ A u ste rm a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .iis> , < S e n a to r_ Je rry _ W a rd @ le g is .s ta te .u !: .u s> , 

< S e n a to r_ B e n _ S te v e n s@ le g is .s ia ie .a k .u s> , < S e n a to r_ L o re n _ L e m a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< S e n a to r_ Jo h n n y _ E llis@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , < S e n a to r_ Jo h n _ C o w d e ry @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< S e n a to r_ B e tty e _ D a v is@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , < S e n a to r_ R a n d y _ P h ill ip s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< S e n a to r_ R ic k _ H a lfo rd @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , < S e n a to r_ G e o rg ia n n a _ L in c o ln @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ P e te _ K o tt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

T o :  P u b l ic  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  a n d  r e s p o n s ib le  a d u l t s  f o r  b e t t e r  e d u c a t io n  

F r o m :  T h e  L o c h n e r  F a m ily

W e  s u p p o r t  th e  C H A N G E S  to  th e  D E E D 'S  P ro p o s e d  R e g u la t io n s  t h a t  w e re  p r e s e n te d  b y  J i m  F o s te r  
in  J u n e a u  o n  F r id a y ,  M a r c h  1, 2 0 0 2 . a s  o u t l in e d  b e lo w . W e  f in d  th e  p r o p o s e d  r e g u la t io n s  h a r m f u l  to  
o u r  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o ic e  in  e d u c a t io n .  W e  h a v e  fo u n d  t h a t  th e  h o m e s c h o o lin g  m o d e l a n d  in  p a r t i c u l a r  
th e  ID E A  f o r m a t  to  b e n e f i t  n o t  o n ly  o u r  fa m ily  d ir e c t ly  b u t  a lso  th e  c o m m u n i ty  o f  E a g le  R iv e r  in  
w h ic h  w e  live .

S in c e re ly ,

G e o rg e  &  S u s a n  L o c h n e r

D E E D ’S P R O P O S E D G C S D ’s  ( o r  ID E A 'S )  S U G G E S T E D

4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 0 (a )  A  d is tric t th a t p ro p o ses  
to  en ro ll o u t-o f-d is tr ic t  s tu d e n ts  in a 
s ta te -w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ram , 
inc lud ing  a  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  
o p e ra te d  by  a c h a r te r  sch o o l, m u st first file 
an  a n n u a l a p p lic a tio n  and  rece iv e  w ritten  
a p p ro v a l fro m  the  d e p a rtm e n t to  o p e ra te  a 
s ta te w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ram .

(b) T h e  d e p a rtm e n t will a p p ro v e  a d is tr ic t’s 
a p p lic a tio n  if th e  app lica tio n  sa tisfac to rily  
d e m o n s tra te s  tha t the  d is tr ic t’s p ro p o se d  
s ta te w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  
c o m p lie s  w ith  the  req u irem en ts  in 4  A A C  
3 3 .4 2 1 .

4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 0 (a )  A  d is tr ic t tha t p ro p o se s  
to  en ro ll o u t-o f-d is tr ic t  s tu d e n ts  in a 
s ta te -w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m , 
a s ta te  su p p o rte d  h o m e  sc h o o l p ro g ra m , o r  
a c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  o p e ra te d  
by a  c h a r te r  sch o o l, m u s t file an  initial 
ap p lica tio n  and  rece iv e  w ritte n  a p p ro v a l 
from  th e  d ep a rtm en t to  o p e ra te  a  
s ta te w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m .

(b) T h e  d e p a rtm e n t w ill a p p ro v e  a  
d is tr ic t’s app lica tio n  if  th e  a p p lic a tio n  
sa tisfac to rily  d e m o n s tra te s  th a t the  
d is tr ic t’s  p ro p o se d  s ta te -w id e  
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m , a  s ta te  
s u p p o r te d  h o m e  sc h o o l p ro g ra m , o r  a 
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  o p e ra te d  
by a c h a r te r  sch o o l, c o m p lie s  w ith  the  
req u ire m e n ts  in 4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 .

(c) O n ce  th e  initial a p p lic a tio n  is a p p ro v e d , 
the  d is tr ic t’s p ro g ra m  will be  re v ie w e d  not
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Subject: CS ofHB464
Date: M o n , 4  M a r  2 0 0 2  1 7 :58 :4 7  -0 8 0 0  

From: "w a g a r  fam ily" < k w a g ar@ id ea fa m ilie s .o rg >
To: < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ !e g is .s ta te .a k .u s>

I am Kristin Wagar, a homeschooling mom, and want to see a Committtee Substitue of HB464 adopted. Our 
family was homeschooling prior to
IDEA and have been with idea since the onset and would like to keep this 
fine program in place and unchanged.

Thank you,
Kris Wagar 
1897 Badger Rd.
North Pole, AK 99705

o f l 3/5/2002 12:33 I'M
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InfoExch 03.01.02

Subject: InfoExch 03.01.02
Date: T u e , 5 M a r  2 0 0 2  0 9 :0 8 :2 9  -0 9 0 0  

From: "S ta r  T ra v e le r"  < s ta r tra v e le r@ g c i.n e t>
To: < s h e ila _ b o x @ e e d .s ta te .a k .u s>

P le a s e  scroll d o w n  to  th e  reel. I b e l ie v e  th e re  is a  s ta te m e n t  b y  DEED o n  th e  p r o p s e d  re g s  th a t  is m is le a d in g  
In n a tu re  re: 14.30.010 a n d  & AAC 33,450. The p ro p o s e d  re g u la tio n s  s e e m  to  n o t  a c c o m p lis h  a n y th in g  truly 
po sitive  w h a ts o e v e r , a n d  I q u e s tio n  th e  n e e d  for th e ir  c re a t io n  a t  all d u e  to  th e  unk ind  n a tu r e  to w a rd s  
h o m e  sc h o o l fam ilies  t h a t  s e e m s  to  Ju m p  o u t  th ro u g h o u t th e m . The q u e s tio n s  a n d  a n sw ers  d o  n o t 
a d e q u a t e l y  a d d re s s , a t  all. th e  left fie ld  d ire c lio n  th e s e  re g u la tio n s  g o .

Q  &  A  s  A b o u t  P r o p o s e d  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S c h o o l  R e g u l a t i o n s  ( t h i s  d o c u m e n t  
i s  f r o m  D E E D - S h e i l a  B o x )

The S ta te  B o ard  o f  E d u c a tio n  & Early D e v e lo p m e n t  o n  N o v e m b e r  28, 2001, p ro p o s e d  a m e n d m e n ts  to  4 AAC 
33.420-490, re g u la tio n s  th e  b o a r d  first e n a c t e d  in 1999. The N o v e m b e r  a m e n d m e n ts  fu rth e r d e f in e  th e  
re q u ire m e n ts  for t h e  o p e r a t io n  b y  p u b lic ly  f u n d e d  sc h o o l districts o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  t h a t  enroll 
s tu d e n ts  from  o u ts id e  a  s c h o o l d istrict s leg a lly  d e f in e d  g e o g r a p h ic a l  b o u n d a r ie s . C urren tly  10 o f A laska  s 53 
s c h o o l d istricts o ffe r  s u c h  p ro g ra m s  a n d  enroll s tu d e n ts  from  o u ts id e  th e ir  districts.

The m a jo r  f e a tu r e s  o f th e  p ro p o sa l:
- r e q u ire s  th e  s c h o o l d istric t s c e r tif ie d  t e a c h in g  sta ff t o  b e  in v o lv ed  in g ra d in g  s tu d e n t  h o m e w o rk  a n d  in 
a ss ig n in g  th e  s tu d e n t  s g ra d e s ,
- s e t s  o u t  re q u ire d  s tu d e n t  p a r t ic ip a tio n  ra te s  o n  s t a t e - m a n d a te d  a sse ssm en ts ,
- s e t s  o u t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  for s tu d e n ts  failing to  p a r t ic ip a te  in s ta te  m a n d a t e d  a sse ssm en ts ,
- s e t s  o u t  responsib ilities o f p a r e n ts  a n d  s tu d e n ts  in re g a rd s  to  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in s t a t e - m a n d a te d  a sse ssm en ts , 
- r e q u ire s  lo c a l  s c h o o l b o a r d s  to  b e  in v o lv ed  in s e le c t io n  o f cu rricu la r m a te ria ls , a n d  
- g iv e s  s c h o o l d istricts g u id a n c e  o n  a p p r o p r ia te  instruc tion al e x p e n d itu re s  for p a re n ts .

Q: W hy is th e  s t a te  re g u la tin g  sc h o o l d istrict c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s?
A: S ch o o l d istric t c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  th a t  enroll s tu d e n ts  from  o u ts id e  a  sc h o o l d istric t b o u n d a ry  a re  
a  re la tive ly  n e w  p h e n o m e n o n  t h a t  h a v e  re la tive ly  fe w  rules p l a c e d  o n  th e m . The s ta te  r e g u la te s  p u b lic  
sc h o o ls  to
m a k e  c e r ta in  s tu d e n ts  g e t  t h e  b e s t  e d u c a t io n  p ossib le  a n d  so  th a t  all c h ild re n  o b ta in  e q u i ta b le  t r e a tm e n t  
in p u b lic  sch o o ls .

Q: Are c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  th e  on ly  n o n -tra d itio n a l a lte rn a t iv e  p u b lic  s c h o o l p ro g ra m  in A laska?
A: C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  a r e  on ly  o n e  ty p e  o f a lte rn a r iv e  p u b lic  sc h o o l p ro g ra m  a v a i la b le  in A laska. 
C h a r te r  sc h o o ls  a r e  a n o th e r . O th e r  e x a m p le s  o f a lte rn a tiv e s  a r e  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  High S c h o o l, a  b o a rd in g  
sc h o o l in Sitka, a n d  A lyeska C e n tra l  S choo l, a  s ta te w id e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  o p e r a t e d  b y  th e  
S ta te  o f A laska  s in c e  1939. The s ta te  r e g u la te s  e a c h  p ro g ra m  to  m a k e  su re  t h a t  s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  in th e  
p ro g ra m s  r e c e iv e  a  h igh  q u a lity  e d u c a t io n  
a n d  e q u i ta b le  t r e a tm e n t .

Q: D o th e s e  p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n s  a f f e c t  all c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s?
A: T hese  p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n s  a f f e c t  o n ly  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  o p e r a t e d  b y  A laska  p u b lic  sc h o o l 
districts t h a t  enro ll s tu d e n ts  from  o u ts id e  th e  enro lling  sc h o o l d istric t s b o u n d a ry .

Q: D o es this p ro p o s a l  a f f e c t  h o m e  sc h o o ls?
A: T hese  p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n s  d o  n o t c o v e r  h o m e  sc h o o ls  t h a t  a r e  e x e m p t  from  th e  C o m p u lso ry  S ch o o l 
A t te n d a n c e  A c t (AS 14.30.010(12)). H o m e  sc h o o ls  u n d e r  AS 14.30.010 a r e  e x e m p t  from  all th e  law s a n d  
re g u la tio n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  p u b lic  sch o o ls . T hese  h o m e  sc h o o ls  d o  n o t  r e c e iv e  a n y  s ta te  e d u c a t io n  fu nd in g .

Q: D o e s  I h e  D e p a r tm e n t  of E d u c a tio n  & Early D e v e lo p m e n t  h a v e  p la n s  to  r e g u la te  h o m e  sc h o o ls  th a t  
o p e r a te  i n id e r  AS 1 4 ,3 0 .010 ?
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A: No. The S ta te  d o e s  n o t  in te n d  to  r e g u la te  h o m e  sch o o ls  t h a t  d o  n o t r e c e iv e  s t a te  e d u c a t io n  fu n d in g , 
th a t  is, th o s e  th a t  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  AS 14.30.010.

This d o e s  n o t a p p e a r  to  b e  a  re liab le  s ta te m e n t  - if you  look a t  y o u r p r o p o s e d  re g  33.450, "If a student foils to 
take o state-mandated assessment lest the student is ineligible for enrollment in a stc :ewide 
correspondence program for the following year..." I c o n  p ro b a b ly  p re tty  m u c h  b e  a s s u re d  th a t  if a  p riva te ly , 
in d e p e n d e n tly  h o m e  s c h o o le d  ch ild 's  fam ily a p p r o a c h e s  o  s ta te  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  for en ro llm en t, b u t  h a s  
n o t d o n e  a n y  b e n c h m a r k  e x a m s , th e y  will b e  to ld  th e y  c a n n o t  enroll until th e y  h a v e  w h ic h  is a  lirnely 
p u n itiv e  d e n ia l  o f e d u c a t io n  to  a  c h ild  for n o  re a s o n  - this DOES a f f e c t  fam ilies c o v e r e d  u n d e r  AS 14,30.010 - 
s ta te  f u n d e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  sc h o o ls  will c o v e r  th e m se lv e s  by  refusing  e n ro llm e n t a n d  I b e l ie v e  yo u  know  
th a t.

Q: Are s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  in sc h o o l d istric t c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  c o n s id e re d  h o m e  sc h o o ls?
A: The S ta te  c o n s id e rs  all s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  in a  p u b lic  sc h o o l d istrict p ro g ra m  a s  p u b lic  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts . This 
is so  w h e th e r  th e  s tu d e n ts  a t t e n d  c la s se s  in a  sc h o o l d istrict b u ild ing  o r w h e th e r  th e y  s tu d y  a t  h o m e .

Q: M ay s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  in c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m s  a lso  enroll in o th e r  s c h o o l p ro g ra m s ?
A: Yes. A s ta te  law  (AS 14.03.095) a llow s c h ild re n  e n ro lle d  in p riv a te , h o m e  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  
to  enroll a s  p a r t  t im e  s tu d e n ts  in a  p u b lic  sc h o o l to  enroll in o n e  o r m o re  c o u rses . T hese  s tu d e n ts  a r e  
c o n s id e re d  p u b lic  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  w hile tak in g  their p u b lic  sc h o o l c la sses .

Q: D o th e  p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n s  a p p ly  to  p a r t  tim e  p u b lic  sc h o o l s tu d e n ts?
A: The re g u la tio n s  w o u ld  a p p ly  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  only w h e n  th e y  a re  ta k in g  p u b lic  s c h o o l c o u rse s . T hey w o u ld  
n o t  a p p ly  w h e n  th e y  a r e  ta k in g  c o u rs e s  from  th e ir  p r iv a te , h o m e , o r n o n -p u b lic  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  
p ro g ra m .

Q: Are sc h o o l districts re q u ire d  to  a d m in is te r  s t a te  m a n d a t e d  e x a m s  to  p a r t  t im e  p u b lic  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts ?
A: Yes. All p u b lic  s c h o o l s tu d en ts , inc lud in g  p a r t- tim e  s tu d en ts , a r e  a d m in is te re d  th e  s t a t e - m a n d a te d  e x a m s  
(AS14.03.075, 4AAC 06.730 a n d  .738).

Q: U nd er th e  p ro p o s e d  reg u la tio n s , w h a t  h a p p e n s  if a  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d e n t  d o e s  n o t  ta k e  a  
s t a t e - m a n d a te d  e x a m ?
A: The s tu d e n t  m a y  b e  e x c u s e d  from  fak ing  th e  e x a m  b y  th e  sc h o o l d istrict for g o o d  c a u s e ,  a s  d e te rm in e d  
b y  th e  district. H o w ever, if th e  district d o e s  n o t e x c u s e  th e  s tu d e n t, th e  s tu d e n t  will n o t  b e  a l lo w e d  to  enroll 
In t h a t
sc h o o l d istrict s, o r  a n y  o th e r  s c h o o l d istrict s, c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  th e  follov/ing y e a r , The 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  is a n  a lte rn a tiv e  to  th e  re g u la r  p u b lic  sc h o o l se ttin g . As a n  a lte rn a tiv e , 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s
likely d o  n o t  m e e t  th e  n e e d s  o f e v e ry  s tu d e n t . If a  s tu d e n t  c a n n o t  d e m o n s tr a te  a d e q u a t e  p ro g re ss  in 
re a d in g , w riting a n d  m a th  o n  s ta te  e x am s, th e n  p e rh a p s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is n o t  a n  a p p r o p r ia te  a lte rn a tiv e  
for th e
s tu d e n t. The s tu d e n t  m a y  n e e d  m o re  a t te n t io n  a n d  supervision  th a t  is a v a i la b le  in a  re g u la r  p u b lic  sch o o l, o r 
in a  d iffe ren t kind o f a lte rn a t iv e  sc h o o l se tting ,

Q: How will p a r e n ts  k n o w  w h e n  th e ir  c h ild re n  a re  s u p p o s e d  to  ta k e  a  s t a t e - m a n d a te d  a s s e s s m e n t?
A: S ch oo l districts u n d e r  th e  p ro p o s e d  re g u la tio n  will b e  re q u ire d  to  inform  p a re n ts  a n d  s tu d e n ts  o f th e  d a t e s  
for s tu d e n t  a s se ssm e n ts , a n d  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  for n o t  tak in g  th e  e x a m ,

Q: W h a t e lse  will s c h o o l d istricts b e  re q u ire d  to  d o  a b o u t  a s se ssm e n ts  u n d e r  th e  p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n s ?
A: The p ro p o s e d  re g u la t io n  req u ires  sc h o o l districts to  m a in ta in  th e  c o n fid e n tia lity  o f all te s t  q u e s tio n s  o n  
s ta t e - m a n d a te d  e x a m s . This is th e  s a m e  re q u ire m e n t t h a t  a lr e a d y  h a s  b e e n  s e t  for re g u la r  s c h o o l d istrict 
p ro g ra m s  (4 AAC 06.765). To m a in ta in  co n fid en tia lity , s tu d e n ts  will n e e d  to  t a k e  s t a t e - m a n d a te d  e x a m s  in 
s e c u re  te s t  sites, ju s t like o th e r  s tu d e n ts . This m e a n s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  to  g o  to  a  site  t h a t  h a s  
b e e n  d e c l a r e d  s e c u r e  b y  th e  sc h o o l district,

Q: H ow  will th e  s t a te  kno w  w h e th e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d e n ts  a re  p a r t ic ip a tin g  In s t a t e - m a n d a te d  e x a m s ?
A: U rd e r  th e  p ro p o s e d  reg u la tio n s , sc h o o l districts will n e e d  to  sho w  th a t  th e  p a r t ic ip a tio n  r a te s  for s tu d e n ts
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in th e  prior y e a rs  sp ring  a d m in is tra tio n  o f s t a t e - m a n d a te d  e x a m s  w a s  w ithin 10 p e r c e n t  o f th e  s ta te w id e  
a v e r a g e  for all s tu d e n ts , If a  d istrict s p a r t ic ip a tio n  r a te  d o e s  n o t m e e t  th a t  s ta n d a rd , th e  d istric t risks losing 
its s ta te  a p p ro v a l  to
o p e r a te  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  th a t  enrolls s tu d e n ts  o u ts id e  its b o u n d a r ie s .

Q: W hy h a s  th e  s t a t e  s e t  su c h  a  d ra s tic  p e n a lty  for n o n -p a r tic ip a tio n  In s ta te  e x a m s ?
A: A laska s p o lic y  m a k e rs  h a v e  s e t  a  g o a l  t h a t  all p u b lic  sc h o o l s tu d e n ts  will m e e t  s ta te  a c a d e m i c  
p e r fo rm a n c e  s ta n d a r d s  in re a d in g , w riting a n d  m a th . The p ro g ress  o f s tu d e n ts  is m e a s u re d  b y  s ta te  e x a m s  
b e g in n in g  in t h e  third
g r a d e .  In a d d itio n , s tu d e n ts , b e g in n in g  in 2004, m a y  n o t re c e iv e  a  h igh  s c h o o l d ip lo m a  if th e y  d o  n o t  p a s s  
th e  A laska High S c h o o l G ra d u a tio n  Q ualify ing  Exam . It is im p o r ta n t  for s c h o o ls  to  k n o w  w h e th e r  a  s tu d e n t  is 
m e e t in g  s ta n d a r d s  in e a rlie r  g r a d e s  so  t h a t  s tu d e n ts  g e t  th e  h e lp  th e y  n e e d  e a rly  to  a ssu re  th e y  m e e t  
s ta n d a rd s , p a s s  th e  h ig h  sc h o o l e x a m  a n d  e a rn  a  d ip lo m a .

Q: Are th e re  a n y  o th e r  re a so n s?
A: Publicly f u n d e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  a re  a lte rn a tiv e s  to  th e  re g u la r  p u b lic  sc h o o l. If a  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  c a n n o t  d e m o n s tr a te  a d e q u a t e  a c a d e m i c  p ro g ress  o f its s tu d e n ts  in th e  c o re  skill 
a r e a s  o f r e a d in g ,
writing a n d  m a th  o n  s ta te  e x a m s, t h e  e ffe c t iv e n e s s  o f th e  p ro g ra m  c a n n o t  b e  ju d g e d , no r c a n  th e  
p e r fo rm a n c e  o f its s tu d e n ts .

Q: H ow  will s c h o o l districts a n d  p a re n ts  kno w  if s tu d e n ts  a re  m a k in g  a d e q u a t e  a c a d e m i c  p ro g ress?
A: E a c h  sc h o o l d is tric t n e e d s  to  d e v e lo p  a n  a s se s sm e n t p la n  for its c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m , Both 
c u rre n t a n d  p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n s  req u ire  th a t  t h e  p la n  n e e d s  to  b e  o f th e  s a m e  q u a lity  a s  t h e  a s se s sm e n t 
p la n s  for re g u la r  d istric t p ro g ram s.

Q: W h a t is in th e  a s s e s s m e n t  p la n ?
A: The p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n  p ro v id e s  fu rther d efin ition  for th e  a s se s sm e n t p la n : m o n ito rin g  o f th e  e n ro lle d  
s tu d e n t  by  a  c e r tif ie d  t e a c h e r ;  a  m o n th ly  rev iew  o f s tu d e n t  work; d o c u m e n ta t io n  o f a  t e a c h e r  s rev iew ; a  
re c o rd  o f g r a d e s  o r s ta n d a rd s  th e  s tu d e n t  h a s  m e t  a s  d e te rm in e d  by  a  c e r tif ie d  t e a c h e r  a n d  th e  s tu d e n t  s 
p a re n t;  a  tra n sc r ip t  t h a t  d e n o te s  th e  origin o f cu rricu la r m a te ria ls  for a n y  c o u rs e  o th e r  th a n  a  d istrict 
d e v e lo p e d  c o u rs e .

The re q u ire m e n t  for t e a c h e r  in v o lv e m e n t only  a p p lie s  to  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  
c o m p o n e n t  o f a  s tu d e n t  s h o m e -sc h o o l e d u c a t io n ,

Q: H ow  will th e  p a r e n ts  o f c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d e n ts  b e  a ssu re d  o f a  v o ic e  in the ir c h ild re n  s e d u c a t io n ?
A: The p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n  req u ires  sc h o o l districts to  d e v e lo p  a  p la n  for re c e iv in g  th e  a d v ic e  a n d  
in v o lv e m e n t o f p a r e n ts  in th e  p la n n in g , d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  e v a lu a tio n  o f th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tud y  
p ro g ra m .

Q: W h a t s in c lu d e d  in th e  p a r e n t  p la n ?
A: The p la n  n e e d s  to  in c lu d e  a  s ig n e d  a g r e e m e n t  b e tw e e n  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t e a c h e r  a n d  th e  p a r e n t  o f 
th e  s tu d e n t . The p la n  will verify a n d  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  t h e  c o u rs e  of s tu dy  a n d  curricu lum  m a te r ia ls  a r e  a l ig n e d  
w ith s ta te
a c a d e m i c  s ta n d a rd s . The p la n  n e e d s  to  d o c u m e n t  th e  p ro c e s s  u se d  to  e n s u re  th a t  th e  cu rricu lum  a n d  
m a te ria ls  m e e t  s t a t e  s ta n d a rd s . The p la n  a lso  n e e d s  to  sh o w  th a t  a  c e r tif ie d  t e a c h e r  will rev iew  curricu lum  
m a te ria ls  for e a c h
s tu d e n t  s p u b lic  s c h o o l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c ou rses .

Q: How will te x tb o o k s  a n d  cu rricu lum  m a te ria ls  b e  s e le c te d  for s ta te w id e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m s?

A: A re g u la tio n  cu rre n tly  in fo rc e  req u ires  lo c a l sc h o o l b o a rd s  to  rev iew  a n d  s e le c t  tex ts  a n d  m a te ria ls , a n d  
th e y  n e e d  to  b e  o f  t h e  s a m e  q u a lity  a s  m a te ria ls  s e le c te d  in o th e r  sc h o o l d istrict p ro g ra m s . This re q u ire m e n t 
d o e s  n o t  c h a n g e  w ith  th e  p ro p o s e d  reg u la tio n s . As w ith all p a r ts  o f th e s e  reg u la tio n s , th e  re q u ire m e n t 
a p p l ie s  only  to  a  p u b lic ly  fu n d e d  a n d  m a n a g e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m . The re g u la tio n  in fo rc e  a n d  th e  
p ro p o s e d  c h a n g e s  p l a c e  n o  restric tions o n  p r iv a te  c o u rse s  a n d  m a te r ia ls  o r instruc tion  b y  p a re n ts  o r o th e rs
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th a t  a re  n o t  p a r t  o f th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m .

Q: W hy d o  lo c a l  sc h o o l b o a r d s  h a v e  to  g e t  Invo lved  in s e le c t in g  te x tb o o k s  a n d  m a te r ia ls ?
A: A laska s ta tu te  (AS 14.14.090(7) a n d  AS 14.08.111(9)) req u ires  all lo c a l  sc h o o l b o a rd s  to  b e  in v o lv ed  in th e  
s e le c tio n  o f te x ts  a n d  cu rricu lu m  m a te ria ls  for all o f th e ir  s c h o o l p ro g ra m s . This in c lu d e s  p u b lic  s c h o o l 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s .

Q: C a n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  s tu d e n ts  u se  texts, in s truc tion al a id s  a n d  o th e r  m a te r ia ls  t h a t  p a r e n ts  s e le c t?  
A: Yes, if th e  m a te r ia ls  a re  o n  th e  sc h o o l b o a r d  s a p p r o v e d  list, o r a r e  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  s c h o o l d istric t 
th ro u g h  a  d is tr ic t-e s ta b lish e d  p ro ce ss .

U nder b o th  th e  c u rre n t  a n d  p r o p o s e d  reg u la tio n s , d istricts a r e  re q u ire d  to  a ssu re  t h a t  c u rricu lu m  m a te ria ls  
a re  re v ie w e d  a n d  s e le c t e d  b y  th e  d istric t s c h o o l b o a rd , a r e  o f th e  s a m e  q u a lity  a s  th o s e  m a te r ia ls  th a t  th e  
district
offers in t h e  d istric t s o th e r  p ro g ram s&  This p ro p o s e d  re g u la tio n  d o e s  n o t  c h a n g e  this re q u ire m e n t.

Q: W h a t a b o u t  m a te r ia ls  n o t  o n  th e  sc h o o l b o a rd s  a p p r o v e d  list. M ay  p a re n ts  u se  th e m ?
A: They m a y  u se  th e m , b u t  n o t  du rin g  th e  hours th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  sc h o o l is in session , n o r m a y  p a re n ts  or 
p u b lic  sc h o o ls  u s e  s t a te  fu n d s to  p u r c h a s e  th e m . P a re n ts  m a y  p u rc h a s e  th e s e  m a te r ia ls  o n ly  w ith  the ir o w n  
funds.

Q: W h a t a b o u t  relig ious m a te ria ls . M ay  p a re n ts  u se  th e m ?
A: Yes, p a re n ts  m a y  u se  relig ious m a te r ia ls  w ith o u t restric tion  w h e n  u s e d  in a  n o n -p u b lic  s c h o o l 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m .

If u se d  in a  p u b lic  s c h o o l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m , su c h  m a te r ia l  m a y  b e  u s e d  p ro v id e d  th e  m a te r ia l  is n o t  
u se d  to  a d v o c a t e  a  religious p o in t o f v iew , E xam ples o f  a llo w a b le  u ses  o f re lig ious m a te r ia l  in c lu d e  a s  
curricu lum  m a te r ia ls  In lite ra tu re , c o m p a r a t iv e  religion, p h ilo so p h y  a n d  so c ia l s tu d ies.

The A laska C o n stitu tio n  (A rticle VII, S e c tio n  I) req u ires  all p u b lic  sc h o o ls  b e  f re e  from  s e c ta r ia n  c o n tro l. Also, 
a  s ta te  law  (AS14.03 .90) p roh ib its  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  from  a d v o c a t in g  p a rtisa n , s e c ta r ia n  o r d e n o m in a tio n a l  
d o c tr in e s  d u rin g  th e  hours a  sc h o o l is in session. The law  a lso  s ta te s :  A t e a c h e r  o r s c h o o l b o a r d  v io la tin g  this 
se c tio n  m a y  n o t  r e c e iv e  p u b lic  m o n e y .

B e c a u s e  o f this, t h e  p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n  p roh ib its c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  o th e r  s ta ff  from  p ro v id in g  
instruction  using  religious, p a rtisan , s e c ta r ia n  or d e n o m in a tio n a l  c u rricu la  e v e n  if p u r c h a s e d  p riv a te ly  b y  t h e  
s tu d e n t s p a r e n t .

Q: M ay p a re n ts  b u y  religious tex ts  a n d  m a te r ia ls  w ith th e ir  p e rs o n a l  m o n e y ?
A: Yes. A nd th e y  c a n  instruc t th e ir  c h ild re n  w ith th e s e  m a te r ia ls  p ro v id e d  t h a t  th e  in stru c tion  is n o t  p a r t  o f th e  
p u b lic  sc h o o l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m , a n d  p ro v id e d  t h a t  p u b lic  sc h o o l t e a c h e r s  a r e  n o t  in v o lv ed  in th a t  
instruction.

Q . M ay a  s tu d e n t  r e c e iv e  c re d it  for a  c o u rs e  or e d u c a t io n a l  p ro g ra m  ta k e n  o u ts id e  o f th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m ?
A: As in a n y  district, p a re n ts  c a n  a p p ly  to  th e  lo c a l d istrict for rev iew  a n d  a c c e p t a n c e  o f a  le a rn in g  
e x p e r ie n c e  o r c o u r s e  ta k e n  o u ts id e  o f th e  district. A d istrict m a y  u se  c rite ria  a n d  a  p ro c e s s  o f its o w n  d e s ig n  
to  rev iew  a n d  e v a lu a te  su c h  w ork a n d  a w a r d  a p p r o p r ia te  c re d it . The p ro p o s e d  re g u la tio n  re q u ire s  t h a t  t h e  
so u rc e  of su c h  c o u rs e  o r a c a d e m i c  w ork sh o u ld  b e  In d ic a te d  o n  th e  s tu d e n ts  tra n sc rip t. This is c o m p a r a b le  
to  c u rre n t p r a c t i c e  in districts w h e n  a  s tu d e n t  transfe rs  from  a n o th e r  s c h o o l a n d  th e  c o u rs e s  a c c e p t e d  for 
transfe r a r e  listed  o n  th e  tra n sc r ip t w ith th e  n a m e  o f th e  s c h o o l o r p ro g ra m  id e n tif ie d .

Q: C a n  p u b lic  s c h o o l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  g iv e  m o n e y  to  p a re n ts  to  p a y  for in s tru c tio n a l e x p e n s e s  for 
the ir c h ild  s e d u c a t io n ?
A: Yes. S ch o o l d istricts g e n e r a t e  $3,200 for e a c h  ou t-o f-d ls tric t c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d e n t . A nd, u n d e r  c u rre n t 
rules, th e y  m a y  a llo t  all or p a r t  o f t h a t  a m o u n t  for p a re n ts . U n d er t h e  p ro p o s e d  re g u la tio n , s c h o o l d istricts 
n e e d  to  d is trib u te  th o s e  fu n d s from  a  fu n d  a c c o u n t .
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Q: W h a t rules will a p p ly  to  fu n d s s p e n t  th ro u g h  th e  fu n d  a c c o u n ts ?
A: The p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n s  will req u ire  t h a t  m o n ies  from  th e  fu n d s b e  s p e n t  on ly  for th e  in s iru c tio n a l n e e d s  
of th e  e n ro lle d  ch ild ; n o n -c o n s u m a b le  m a te ria ls  p u rc h a s e d  a r e  th e  p ro p e r ty  o f th e  s c h o o l d istrict a n d  n e e d  
to  b e
re tu rn e d  to  th e  s c h o o l d istrict w h e n  th e  s tu d e n t  exits th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m ; a n d  religious, p a rtisa n , 
s e c ta r ia n  o r d e n o m in a tio n a l  m a te ria ls  m a y  n o t b e  p u rc h a s e d .

U nder th e  p r o p o s e d  reg u la tio n s , th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  sc h o o l will n e e d  to  p ro v id e  w ritten  g u id a n c e  to  
p a re n ts  a n d  s tu d e n ts  o n  w h a t  c o n s ti tu te s  a p p ro p r ia te  a n d  a llo w a b le  fu n d  e x p e n d itu re s . A'l e x p e n d itu re s  
from  fu n d  a c c o u n t s  will n e e d  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f a  c e rtif ie d  t e a c h e r .

In a d d itio n , th e  d istric t m a y  n o t  u se  th e  fu n d s from  th e  a c c o u n t  to  s u p p la n t  fu n d s for s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  in th e  
p ro g ra m  u n d e r  a n  In d iv idu a lized  E d u c a tio n a l P lan  (IEP).

NOTE; The D e p a r tm e n t  o f E d u c a tio n  & Early D e v e lo p m e n t  is r e c o m m e n d in g  th a t  th e  s t a te  b o a r d  fu rther 
a m e n d  th e  p r o p o s e d  re g u la tio n  to  a llo w  a p p ro v a l  b y  ih e  d istrict a s  w ell a s  o r in p l a c e  o f a p p r o v a l  b y  th e  
c e r tif ie d  t e a c h e r  
signing  th e  a g r e e m e n t ,
Q; W hy d o e s n 't  t h e  S ta te  req u ire  sc h o o l districts to  s p e n d  th e  w h o le  $3,200 o n  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
p ro g ra m ?
A: This s u b je c t  is n o t  a d d r e s s e d  in th e  c u rre n t o r p ro p o s e d  reg u la tio n s . H ow ever, th e  S ta te  B o ard  o f 
E d u c a tio n  & Early D e v e lo p m e n t  is in v e s tig a tin g  this issue now . The re a s o n  th e  b o a r d  is in te re s te d  in this 
m a t te r  is b e c a u s e  c u r re n t  s ta te  la w  p la c e s  n o  re q u ire m e n t o n  d istricts t o  s p e n d  th e  fu n d s g e n e r a t e d  b y  
ou t-o f-d istric t s tu d e n ts  in c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s  o n  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m . L ocal b o a rd s  a re  
re q u ire d  b y  s ta tu te  to  w ork for th e  b e s t  in te re s t o f th e  s tu d e n ts  resid ing  w ithin the ir d istrict b o u n d a r ie s . W hile 
so m e  districts m a y  c r e a t e  p a r e n t  c o u n c ils  for c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ram s, th e r e  is n o  s ta tu to ry  re q u ire m e n t  
for s u c h  ov ers ig h t.

Further, p a re n ts  o f ou t-o f-d is tric t s tu d e n ts  m a y  h a v e  little o r n o  in f lu e n c e  o v e r  h o w  s ta te  m o n e y  is s p e n t  o n  
the ir ch ild  s p ro g ra m , s in c e  p a re n ts  w h o  re s id e  o u ts id e  a  sc h o o l d istrict b o u n d a r ie s  c a n n o t  v o te  for Ih e  
sc h o o l b o a r d  t h a t  se ts  p o lic ie s  for th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  sc h o o l in w h ich  th e ir  c h ild re n  a r e  e n ro lle d . The s ta te  
b o a r d  m a y  ask  th e  L eg isla tu re  to  b e c o m e  Inv o lv ed  in this issue. The s ta te  b o a r d  m a y  ask  th e  L eg is la tu re  to  
req u ire  districts to  s p e n d  th e  fu n d s g e n e r a t e d  b y  th e  s ta te w id e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  c n  th e  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  in w h ich  th e  ch ild  is en ro lled .

Q: D o es th e  s t a t e  h a v e  a n y  o th e r  responsibility  for assuring  th e  q u a lity  o f p u b lic  sc h o o l d istric t 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m s?
A: The D e p a r tm e n t  o f E d u c a tio n  & Early D e v e lo p m e n t  u n d e r  th e  p ro p o s e d  re g u la tio n  will h a v e  th e  a u th o rity  
to  m o n ito r sc h o o l districts to  m a k e  su re  th e y  a r e  m e e t in g  th e  provisions o f th e  p ro p o s e d  re g u la tio n  o n  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e
p ro g ra m s  th a t  enro ll o u t-o f-d is tric t s tu d en ts .

Q: C a n  m e m b e rs  o f th e  p u b lic  c o m m e n t  o n  th e  p ro p o s e d  re g u la tio n ?
A: Yes. Any p e rs o n  m a y  o ffer c o m m e n ts  to  th e  S ta te  B oard  o f E d u c a tio n  & Early D e v e lo p m e n t.

Q: How c a n  th e  p u b lic  c o m m e n t?
A: You c a n  su b m it fo rm al c o m m e n ts  o n e  o f th re e  w ays.

1. You m a y  m a k e  o ra l c o m m e n ts  a t  th e  n e x t m e e t in g  o f t h e  s ta te  b o a r d  o n  April 4 from  8:30 to  9:30 a .m . in 
J u n e a u , S ta te  B o ard  R oom , G o id b e lt  Building, 801 W. T enth  St., J u n e a u .  Or yo u  c a n  p a r t ic ip a te  b y  g o in g  to  
your L eg islative In fo rm atio n  O ffice.
2. You m a y  su b m it w ritten  c o m m e n ts  n o  la te r  th a n  4:30 p .m ., o n  M arch  4,2002. S e n d  th e m  to  D e p a r tm e n t  o f 
E d u c a tio n  & Early D e v e lo p m e n t, R eg u la tio n s  R eview , 801 W. T enth  St., J u n e a u , AK 99801-1894.
3. You m a y  a lso  m a k e  c o m m e n ts  o n  th e  w e b  n o  la te r  th a n  4:30 p .m ., M arch  4, 2002. You c a n  find  th e  o n lin e  
form  a t  w w w .e e d .s ta te .a k .u s / r e a s . You c a n  a lso  find th e  p ro p o s e d  re g u la tio n  a t  th e  s a m e  o n lin e  a d d re s s .

If you  n e e d  fu rth e r a s s is ta n c e  o n  m a k in g  your c o m m e n ts , c o n t a c t  Sheila  Box(907) 465-2801, o r e -m a il
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Subject: Correspondence Schools 
Date: T u e , 5 M a r  2 0 0 2  0 0 :1 8 :1 8  G M T  

From: W o h rta  < g w o h rle @ ju n o .c o m >
To: R e p re sc n ta t iv e _ G re tc h e n _ G u e s s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s ,

R e p re se n ta tiv e _ L e s il_ M c G u ire @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , R e p re se n ta tiv e _ P e te _ K o tt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 
R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s , R ep re se n ta tiv e _ V ic _ K o h rin g @ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  o n  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S c h o o l s .  
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t im e  t o  r e a d  a b o u t  my c o n c e r n s .

J u l i e  W o h rle  
E a g le  R i v e r

I  (y o u ) c a n  d o  a l l  t h i n g s  t h r o u g h  CHRIST who s t e n g t h e n s  me (y o u  a g a i n ! ) .
P h i l i p p i a n s  4 :1 3
H ave a  G r e a t  d a y  i n  t h e  L o r d ! !!
J u l e s ...................

Name: L e tte r  to th e  le g is la tu re .d o c
Type: W IN W O R D  File  (a p p lic a tio n /m sw o rd )

j L e tte r  to  th e  le g is la tu re .d o c Encoding: b ase6 4
Description: L e tte r  to  th e  le g is la tu re .d o c

Download Status: N o t d o w n lo a d e d  w ith  m essag e
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Dear State Board of Education;

I am  a c e r tif ie d  te a c h e r  w h o  is c u rre n tly  te a c h in g  fu ll tim e  in m y  h o m e . I am  
h o m e sc h o o lin g  th re e  o f  o u r  f iv e  c h ild re n . W e  h av e  b een  h o m e sc h o o lin g  fo r  8 y ea rs ; 5 
y e a rs  on  o u r  o w n  and  th e  p a s t th re e  y ea rs  in p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  I .D .E .A . T h is  p ro g ra m  h as  
p ro v id e d  re s o u rc e s  th a t h av e  g re a tly  e n r ic h e d  o u r  c h ild re n ’s e d u c a tio n , p ro v id in g  th e  
u lt im a te  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r o u r  c h ild re n  a s  a  re su lt o f  th e  p a r tn e r in g  o f  fa m ilie s  a n d  s ta te .

I .D .E .A . a ss is ts  the  h o m e sc h o o lin g  c o m m u n ity  th ro u g h  v a rio u s  a id e s  and  su p p o rt 
sy s te m s . T h e y  h av e  d e s ig n e d  a  u n iq u e  p ro g ra m  tha t p a r tn e rs  w / p a re n ts  and  s tu d e n ts  o f  
h o m e sc h o o le rs  w h ile  m a in ta in in g  th e  h ig h  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’s r e q u i r e m e n t s . T h e  
p ro g ra m ’s s tre n g th s  are:
1. R E Q U IR E D  In d iv id u a l L e a rn in g  P lan s
2. F R E E D O M  to  se le c t and  o rd e r  c u rr ic u la r  m a te ria ls  to  m e e t m y  c h i ld ’s IL P ’s
3. C E R T IF IE D  te a c h e r  su p p o rt a n d  o th e r  s ta f f
4 . A C C O U N T A B IL IT Y  th ro u g h  p ro g re ss  re p o r ts  and  fo llo w -u p
5. S T A T E  M A N D A T E D  T E S T IN G  access
6. F IN A N C IA L  A L L O C A T IO N S  to e n a b le  fam ilie s  to  e n ric h  th e ir  te a c h in g  

o p p o r tu n itie s
7. C U R R IC U L U M  F A IR S  and  e x te n s iv e  P O  V e n d o r  list
8. P R A C T IC A L /H E L P F U L  W O R K S H O P  o p p o rtu n itie s
9. S E C O N D A R Y  E D U C A T IO N A L  O P P O R T U N IT IE S ,C O U N C IL IN G  A N D  

G U ID A N C E  ie; tra n sc rip ts , g rad u a tio n  c e re m o n y
10. P A R E N T  A D V IS O R Y  C O U N C IL

T H IS  P R O G R A M  W O R K S !! T h e  sc o re s  on  th e  s ta te  m a n d a te d  te s ts  ( to ta l a v e rag e s :
S ta te  =  6 1 .9 %  vs. ID E A  =  6 4 .5 % ) a re  sh o w in g  th a t w h a t is c u r re n tly  in p la c e  is 
su c c e ss fu l. I find  m y s e lf  a sk in g  th e  q u es tio n : “W h y  c h a n g e  s o m e th in g  t h a t  w o r k s  w e ll 
l o r  A L L  p a r t i e s  in v o lv e d ? ”

A few  sh o rt y ea rs  a g o , o u r  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t g ran ted  us in c red ib le  fre e d o m  as 
h o m e sc h o o le rs  to  e d u c a te  o u r  c h ild re n  u n h in d e red  by  law s and  re g u la tio n s  tha t had  
p re v io u s ly  b een  req u ired . B y d o in g  so , you  in e s se n c e , to ld  us th a t y o u  b e lie v e d  w e  a re  
ab le  to  d o  o u r  jo b  a n d  do  it w ell w /o  u n n e c e s sa ry  law s and  re g u la tio n s . T h is  b rin g s  m e  to  
m y  se c o n d  q u e s tio n : W h y  h a s  y o u r  e o n l id e n c e  in  o u r  a b i l i ty  to  e d u c a te  o u r  c h i ld r e n  
c h a n g e d  n o w  t h a t  w e  a r e  p a r t n e r i n g  w / y o u  th r o u g h  s t a t e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s c h o o ls ?

O n e  m a in  p e rso n a !  c o n c e rn  m y  h u sb a n d  and  I h av e  is c e n te re d  o n  c u rr ic u la  c h o ic e s . W e  
h av e  e le c te d  to  p ay  o u t-o f-p o c k e t to  p u rc h a se  C h ris tia n  c u rr ic u la  fo r  the  p as t 8 y ea rs . A s 
I re a d  th ro u g h  the  p ro p o se d  re g u la tio n s  it a p p e a rs  tha t th is  f re e d o m  is a t risk  d u e  to  
re s tr ic tio n s  th a t w o u ld  be p la c e d  o n  I.D .E .A . tea ch e rs . In te rfa c in g  (o n  e d u c a tio n a l 
m a tte rs )  b e tw e en  te a c h e r  and  fam ily  w o u ld  no lo n g e r be a llo w ed  if  the  fa m ily  w e re  u s in g  
m a te r ia ls  o th e r  than  se c u la r  c u rr icu la . O n e  reaso n  w e c h o o s e  to  h o m e sc h o o l is to  h av e  
d ire c t c o n tro l o v e r  the  c h o ic e  o f  c u rr ic u la  and  the  type  o f  e d u c a tio n  o u r  c h ild re n  rec e iv e .
I f  th is  fre e d o m  w ere  re m o v e d , w e w o u ld  be fo rced  to re tu rn  to  h o m e sc h o o lin g  o u r  
c h ild re n  as w e h av e  in th e  p a s t, w /o  p a rtn e rin g  vv/ the  s ta te  th ro u g h  th e  I .D .E .A . p ro g ram . 
O u r  c h ild re n  .,s w ell as se v e ra l h u n d red  o th e rs )  h av e  ind eed  b een  e n r ic h e d  th ro u g h  th e  
o p p o r tu n itie s  p ro v id e d  th ro u g h  I.D .E .A . W e  w o u ld  be v e ry  d is a p p o in te d  i f  w e  w e re  
fo rce d  to  leave  the  p ro g ra m  d u e  to  th e  p ro p o se d  reg u la tio n s .



I f  y o u r  m a in  c o n c e r n  is in d e e d  th e  c h i ld r e n , th e n  p le a s e  d o  n o t  a l t e r  a n d / o r  im p o s e
r e g u la t io n s  u p o n  th e  p r e s e n t ly  e x is t in g  I .D .E .A . p a r t n e r s h i p  p r o g r a m !  T h e se  
c h a n g e s  w o u ld  o n ly  se rv e  to  e n tan g le  and  d is tra c t fro m  the  se rv ic es  th e y  a re  p re se n tly  
p ro v id in g .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r y o u r a tte n tio n  to  m y c o n c e rn s . 1 tru s t y o u  w ill m ake  th e  d e c is io n s  th a t  are  
tru ly  in th e  b es t in te re s t o f  th e  c h ild re n  o f  th is  g re a t s ta te .

S in c e re ly ,

Ju lie  M . W o h rle



Proposed DEED rcg changes

Subject: Proposed DEED reg changes 
Date: T u e , 5 M a r  2 0 0 2  1 3 :41 :35  -0 8 0 0

From: "H a c k w o rth , M a rk  A  P O A 0 2 "  < M a rk .A .H a c k v v o rth @ p o a 0 2 .u sa c e .a rm y .m il>
To: '"R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s" ' < R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s :

We've homeschooled for 20 years with 5 children and are currently in IDEA under the Galena School system. We have 
1 in grad school in Boston, MA, 1 at UAA Anch, and 3 still being schooled in the home. Both of our older children were 
successful products of homeschooling in spite of our lack of experience. In this competitive world we desire to use the 
very, very best material that is available in our homeschool program. 20-v years experience has lead us to a 
combination of nonsecular published material (from HBJ and Scott Foresman that IDEA pays for) and secular 
published material (from Abeka that we pay for). The proposed DEED regulation changes for correspondence schools 
(4 AAC 33.420-.490) would not permit us to be enrolled in IDEA with this type of blended material. This issue and 
others within the proposed changes seem to be an attempt to hold correspondence/homeschools to higher standards 
than our public school counterparts. If the changes go through as proposed our only option will be one followed by 
many: drop out of the IDEA program. Please don't change something that has worked so well for us. We've seen the 
proof in our own children that the system already really does work.

Respectfully yours,
Mark Hackworth 
Sharon Hackworth 
Corey Hackworth (22 yo)
Zachary Hackworth (19 yo)
Brynna Hackworth (13 yo - 7th grader)
Je sse  Hackworth (10 yo - 5th grader)
Makenna Hackworth (8 yo - 2nd grader)
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Connniilc Substitute for House Bill 464

Subject: Comniitte Substitute for House Bill 464 
Date: T u e , 05  M a r  2 0 0 2  1 3 :3 9 :3 9  -0 9 0 0  

From: K a th ry n  F re e b u rg  < K a tfre e 3 d @ g c i.n e t>
To: R e p re se n ta tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

D e a r  M r. D y so n ,

I  am w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  y o u  t o  p l e a s e  a d o p t  t h e  c o m m it te  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  
H o u se  B i l l  4 6 4 . As a  h o m e s c h o o l  p a r e n t  w i t h  a  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  IDEA 
p ro g ra m , I  w o u ld  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  a  t i m e l y  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  c o m m it te  
s u b s t i t u t e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t im e  a n d  a t t e n t i o n .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,  
K a th r y n  F r e e b u r g

I of I 3/5/2002 2:17 PM
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Re: DEED'S Proposed Regulations

- Subject: Re: DEED'S Proposed Regulations 
Date: T u e , 5 M a r  2 0 0 2  19:48:01 -0 9 0 0  

From: "P aw fam " < p a w fa m @ a la sk a .n e t>
T o : < R e p re se n la tiv e _ F re d _ D y so n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 

< R e p re se n ta tiv e _ P e te _ K o tt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s>,
< S e m u o r_ G e o rg ia n n a _ L in c o ln @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , < S e n a to r_ R ic k _ H a lfo rd @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< S e n a to r_ R a n d y _ P h iIlip s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , < S e n a to r_ B e tty e _ D a v is@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< S e n a to r_ Jo h n _ C o w d e ry @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , < S e n a to r_ Jo h n n y _ E llis@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< S e n a to r_ L o re n _ L e m a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , < S e n a to r_ B e n _ S te v e n s@ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< S e n a to r_ Je rry _ W a rd @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , < S e n a to r_ A la n _ A u s te rm a n @ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
"S u sa n  J. L o c h n e r"  < su s a n @ b y g e o rg e c re a tio n s .c o m >

C C : "S h irley  H o llo w a y "  < sh ir le y _ h o ilo w a y @ e e d .s ta te .a k .u s>

thank you for your message, I have received several emails with the format of the side by side presented by IDEA. 
Although you say you are in support of the recommendation made by Jim Foster, I have just a couple of questions for 
you instead of just the side by side.

in 4AAC33.421 (a) you are suggesting to add the: or a correspondence study program operated by a charter school.
Right now the definition for charter school is different than a correspondence school and the funding is different I 
believe, how would you reconcile this?

in 4AAC33.421 (c) you suggest that districts should establish procedures for the review and selection of materials.....
districts are already charged with the responsibility of review of materials not give it away to another procedure. PTA 
has spent many hours testifying iri districts across the state in support of or against a particular piece of proposed 
curricula. What is the process for you as a parent enrolled in a state wide program with no one school board to appeal 
to? How do you determine what the budget is and if each student counts as $3200 how do you know what is being 
done with the remaining dollars? The legislature has asked all districts to spend not less than 70% of their dollars on 
instruction. I would not ask for less from any school system, correspondence or brick and mortar.

in 4AAC 33.421 (e) you suggest that quarterly plans are ok
what would you suggest is the best length of time that a students work can go without being reviewed. Quarterly seems 
to me to be a long time to go to find out that the learning plan is not being followed? Arid if the parent is not following 
;he plan agreed upon I would like to know what the intervention plans are. If a student is checked only twice in one 
semester and then decides to return to the local school district the second semester, who has failed this student if they 
are not up to speed?

in 4AAC33.421 (f) the suggestion is to delete the required assessment percentage of participation of 10%.
I personally have a problem discounting any children in the assessment process. The state of Alaska is serious about 
raising the bar for all children in the slate not jusl those that are convenient to see and touch. Military children, low 
socio economic children, immigrant children need to be serviced and counted and assessed and I would not discount 
correspondence students with a different expectation oi participation. In several different places people have 
suggested ways to leave out children who might do badly on Ihe tests and therefore reflect badly on the schools 
designation, this makes me angry.

Again I thank you for sending me the side by side and Ihe instructions from yuur field representafive, Sally Javier, we 
can clearly see that you are organized and receive the same information. It is good campaign work. The discussion will 
be good and we can only hope to make the decision best for the children. II may require homeschooling parents to do 
more because soine are misusing the system but we are attempting to shore up those holes and develop 
accountability for all who educate and lake the responsibility for educating children.

Paula Pawlowski

 Original Message.......
From: Susan J .  Lochner
To: Senator Alan Austerman@leciis.stale.ak.us ; Senator Jerry Ward@legis.state.ak.us ;
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Rc: DEED'S Proposed Regulations

Senator Ben Stevens® leqis.state.ak.us ; Senator Loren Leinan@leciis.state.ak.us ;
Senator Johnny Ellis® leais.siate.ak.us ; Senator John Cowderv® leqis.state.ak.us ;
Senator Bettve Davis® leqis.state.ak.us ; Senator Randy PhilliDS@leqis.state.ak.us ;
Senator Rick Halford ©leqis.state.ak.us ; Senator Georqianna Lincoln@leais.state.ak.us ; 
Representative Pete Kott@leciis.state.ak.us; Representative Fred Dyson@leqis.state.ak.us 
Sent: Monday, March 04, 2002 4 :12 PM 
Subject: DEED'S Proposed Regulations

To: Public representatives and responsible adults for better education 

From: The Lochner Family

We support the CHANGES to the DEED'S Proposed Regulations that were presented 
by Jim  Foster in Juneau on Friday, March 1, 2002. as outlined below. We find the 
proposed regulations harmful to our freedom of choice in education. We have found 
that ihe homeschooling model and in particular the IDEA format to benefit not only 
our family directly hut also the community of Eagle River in which we live.

Sincerely,

George & Susan Lochner

DEED’S PROPOSED GCSD’s (or IDEA'S) SUGGESTED

4  AAC 3 3 .4 2 0 (a )  A d is tr ic t  th a t p ro p o se s  
to  e n ro ll o u t-o f -d is tr ic t  s tu d e n ts  in a 
s ta te -w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ram , 
inc lud in g  a  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  
o p e ra te d  by a  c h a r te r  sc h o o l, m u st first file 
an  ann u a l a p p lic a tio n  a n d  rece iv e  w ritten  
a p p ro v a l from  th e  d e p a r tm e n t to  o p e ra te  a 
s ta te w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ram .

(b ) T h e  d e p a rtm e n t w ill a p p ro v e  a  d is tr ic t’s 
a p p lic a tio n  if  th e  a p p lic a tio n  sa tisfac to rily  
d e m o n s tra te s  th a t the  d is tr ic t’s  p ro p o se d  
s ta te w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  
c o m p lie s  w ith  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  in 4  A A C  
3 3 .4 2 1 .

I
i.............. ......................  '  '  • i

4  AAC 3 3 .4 2 0 (a )  A  d is tr ic t th a t  p ro p o se s  
to  en ro ll o u t-o f-d is tr ic t  s tu d e n ts  in a 
s ta te -w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m , 
a s ta te  s u p p o r te d  h o m e  sc h o o l p ro g ra m , o r 
a  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  o p e ra te d  
by a  c h a r te r  sc h o o l, m u s t file an  initial 
a p p lic a tio n  and  rece iv e  w ritte n  a p p ro v a l 
from  the  d e p a rtm e n t to  o p e ra te  a 
s ta te w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m .

(b) T h e  d e p a r tm e n t w ill a p p ro v e  a 
d is tr ic t’s a p p lic a tio n  if  th e  a p p lic a tio n  
sa tis fa c to rily  d e m o n s tra te s  th a t the  
d is tr ic t’s p ro p o se d  s la te -w id e  
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m , a  s ta te  
s u p p o r te d  ho m e sc h o o l p ro g ra m , o r  a  
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  o p e ra te d  
by a  c h a r te r  sch o o l, c o m p lie s  w ith  the  
re q u ire m e n ts  in 4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 .

(c) O n ce  th e  initial a p p lic a tio n  is a p p ro v e d , 
th e  d is tr ic t ’s p ro g ra m  w ill be re v ie w e d  no t 
m o re  freq u en tly  th a n  e v e ry  ten  y ea rs  as 
lon g  as the  p ro g ra m  is d e s ig n a te d  as 
d is tin g u ish ed  o r  su c c e ss fu l u n d e r  AS 
1 4 .0 3 .1 2 3 (a ).
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Rc: DEED'S Proposed Regulations

4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 (a )  A  s ta te w id e  
c o rre s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  o ffe red  by a 
d is tr ic t m u s t m ee t th e  req u irem en ts  o f  this 
se c tio n  b e fo re  its  a p p lic a tio n  w ill be 
a p p ro v e d  by th e  d e p a rtm e n t.

4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 (a )  A  s ta te -w id e  
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m , a  s ta te  
su p p o r te d  h o m e sc h o o l p ro g ra m , o r  a 
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g ra m  o p e ra te d  
by a  c h a r te r  sc h o o l, o ffe re d  by a  d is tr ic t 
m ust m eet th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th is  se c tio n  
b e fo re  its initial a p p lic a tio n  w ill be 
a p p ro v e d  by  th e  d e p a rtm e n t.

4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 (b )  T h e  p ro g ra m  m ust 
c o n fo rm  w ith  s ta te w id e  g o a ls  and  
p e rfo rm a n c e  s ta n d a rd  ?, as se t o u t in 4  A A C  
0 4 . 0 1 0 - 4  A A C  0 4 .^ 1 0

4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 (b )  T h e  p ro g ra m  m ust 
co n fo rm  w ith  s ta te w id e  g o a ls  and  
p e rfo rm a n c e  s ta n d a rd s , as se t o u t  in 4  
A A C  0 4 . 0 1 0 - 4  A A C  0 4 .2 0 0

4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 (c )  T h e  p ro g ra m  m u st use  
c u rr ic u lu m  m ateria ls , inc lud ing  te x tb o o k s  
a n d  o th e r  in s tru c tio n a l a ids, th a t have  been 
re v ie w e d  and  se le c te d  by  the  d is tr ic t sch o o l 
b o a rd , a re  o f  th e  sam e  q u a lity  as th o se  
m a te ria ls  th a t th e  d is tr ic t o ffe rs  in the 
d is tr ic t 's  o th e r  p ro g ra m s , and  a re  in 
c o m p lia n c e  w ith  A S 1 4 .0 3 .0 9 0  and  A S 
1 4 .1 8 .0 6 0 .

1

4  A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 (c )  T h e  d is tr ic t sc h o o l 
b o a rd  m ust e s tab lish  p ro c e d u re s  fo r the  
rev iew  and  se le c tio n  o f  all te x tb o o k s  and  
in s tru c tio n a l m a te ria ls  th a t are  u se d  w ith in  
the  s ta te w id e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ra m  o r  
a  s ta te  s u p p o r te d  h o m e  sc h o o l p ro g ra m  to 
m eet th e  s ta n d a rd s . T h e se  m a te ria ls  m u s t 
be o f  the  sa m e  q u a lity  as th o se  m a te ria ls  
th a t the  d is tric t o ffe rs  in the  d is tr ic t 's  o th e r  
p ro g ra m s, and  a re  in c o m p lian c e  w ith  s ta te  
law .

4 AAC 33.421(d) The program staff,
, including certified teachers, shall not 
provide instruction using religious, 
partisan, sectarian, or denominational 
curricula purchased privately by the 
parent, guardian of the student, or by the 
student i f  the curricula teach particular 

\ religious beliefs, or a particular religion, 
i as true.

D e le te  th is se c tio n  b e c a u se  this is a lread y  
c o v e re d  in law .

4 A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 (e )  T o  e n su re  the  academ ic  
p ro g re s s  o f  e n ro lle d  s tu d e n ts , the  p ro g ra m  
m u s t in c lu d e  an a sse ssm en t p lan  o f  th e  
sam e  q u a lity  as an  a sse ssm en t p lan  th a t the 
d is tr ic t o ffe rs  in th e  d is tr ic t 's  o th e r

4 A A C  3 3 .4 2 1 (e )  T o  e n su re  th e  academ ic  
p ro g re ss  o f  e n ro lle d  s tu d e n ts , th e  p ro g ra m  
m u st inc lude  an a sse ssm en t p lan  o f  the  
sam e  q u a lity  as an a sse ssm en t p lan  th a t the 
d is tric t o ffe rs  in th e  d is tr ic t 's  o th e r
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Re: DEED's Proposed Regulations

(1) monitoring of the enrolled student by 
a certified teacher; the monitoring must 
include at least monthly review of the 
student’s work and documentation of the 
certified teacher’s review;

(2) grades, or standards met, determined 
and assigned by a certified teacher, after 
review and consideration of any 
recommendations submitted by the 
student and parents.;

(3) a transcript that denotes curricula 
material origin for any course other than 
a district developed course.

p ro g ra m s ; a s s e s s m e n t  m u s t  i n c l u d e :

4 AAC 33.421(f) The district must require 
enrolled students to participate in the 
statewide student assessment program as 
required by 4 AAC 0 6 .7 1 0 -4  AAC

programs; this assessment plan will 
include:

(1) assistance and approval by the 
district’s certified contact teacher in the 
development of an Individual Learning 
Plan for each student;

(2) at least quarterly contact by the 
district’s certified contact teacher 
reviewing the parent/ student progress 
with the Individual Learning Plan. The 
district certified contact teacher will 
maintain a record o f the contact;

(3) the district certified contact teacher 
will review and approve all grades 
submitted by the pareni for all courses 
delineated in the student’s Individual 
Learning Plan;

(4) the district certified contact teacher 
will review the required student progress 
reports submitted by the parent;

(5) Delete (3) of DEED’s Proposed 
Regulations

4 AAC 33.421(f) The district must require 
enrolled students to participate in the 
statewide student assessment program as 
required by 4 AAC 06.710 - 4 AAC

or 7 .7/7/2002 9 :3 1 AM
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06.790; the program mast

(1) have staff inform parents of state 
testing requirements and the 
consequences of non-compliance under 4 
AAC 33.450; and

(2) provide a secure testing facility 
pursuant to 4 AAC 06.765 to administer all 
state mandated assessment tests; or enter 
into agreements with local school districts 
and those site-based schools to allow 
statewide correspondence program 
students to participate in state required

i testing;

(3) have available to the department, data 
documenting student participation rates 
in state required assessments within 10% 
points of the state average for the prior 
year’s spring test administration.

06.790

(1) that parents must sign an affidavit 
indicating that they understand the state 
testing requirements and that they will

i abide by them.

(2) provide a secure testing facility 
pursuant to 4 AAC 06.765 to administer 
all state mandated assessment tests; or 
enter into agreements with local school 
districts and those site-based schools to 
allow statewide correspondence program 
students to participate in state required

1 testing;

(3) Delete

4 AAC 33.421(g) The program must 
include a plan for receiving parental advice 
and involvement in planning, development, 
and evaluation of the correspondence study 
progra ~i, including the

selection and evaluation of curriculum, 
teachers, and administrators; the plan must 
include a signed agreement between the 
statewide correspondence program 
certified teacher and the parent, or 
parents, of each student; the agreement

(1) must verify that the curriculum 
materials and course of study are aligned 
to state standards and comply with AS 
14.03.090, and appropriate for the

j student;

(2) must document the process used to 
ensure curriculum materials are aligned 
to state standards and in compliance with 
AS 14.03.090, including a certified 
teacher review of all curriculum materials

: for each student.

4 AAC 33.421(g) The program must 
include a plan for receiving parental advice 
and involvement in planning, development, 
and evaluation of the state-wide 
correspondence study program, a state 
supported home school program, or a 
correspondence study program operated 
by a charter school, including the selection 
and evaluation of curriculum, teachers, and 
administrators; the plan must include a 
signed agreement between the statewide 
correspondence program the district 
certified contact teacher and the parent, or 
parents, of each student; the agreement 
must include the planned course o f study 
and a plan for evaluating student progress, 
as agreed upon by the parent and the 
district certified contact teacher.
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*

4 AAC 33.421(1i) A statewide 
correspondence program may provide a 
fund account to parents for the purpose 
of meeting instructional expenses for the 
child enrolled in the program; the 
following requirements apply to the fund 
account:

(1) expenditures from statewide 
correspondence fund accounts must be 
for the student’s instructional needs only;

(2) materials purchased with state 
funding are properly of the program; non 
consumable materials must be returned to 
the program when the student exits the 
program for any reason;

(3) religious, partisan, sectarian, or 
denominational materials may not be

purchased with account funds;

(4) the program must provide written 
guidance, consistent with this chapter, 
on what constitutes appropriate and 
allowable expenditures of the fund 
accounts;

(5) all expenditures from the fund 
account must be approved by the certified 
teacher signing the student's plan; and

(6) the fund account may not be used 
either by the district or the parent to

supplant district funds or obligations for 
IEP services.

4 AAC 33.450. FAILURE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN STATE MANDATED 
ASSESSMENT TESTS, (a) If a student 
fails to participate in a state mandated 
assessment test the student will be 
ineligible for enrollment in the statewide 
correspondence program and denied 
enrollment in any other statewide 
correspondence program, for the 
following year, unless the district of

4 AAC 33.421(h) A state-wide 
correspondence study program, a state 
supported home school program, or a 
correspondence study program operated 
by a charter school, may provide a fund 
account to parents for the purpose of 
meeting instructional expenses for their 
students enrolled in the program; the 
following requirements apply to the fund 
account:

(1) expenditures from statewide 
correspondence fund accounts must be for 
student instructional needs; as referenced 
on the learning plan agreed upon by the 
parent and the district certified contact 
teacher;

(2) materials purchased with, state funding 
are property of the program; non 
consumable materials must be returned to 
the program when the student exits the

: program for any reason;

(3) religious, partisan, sectarian, or 
denominational materials may not be

purchased with account funds; j

(4) the program must provide written 
guidance, consistent with this chapter, on 
what constitutes appropriate and allowable 
expenditures of the fund accounts;

(5) each district must develop a process by 
which approval lor expenditures from the 
fund account is given.

(6) Drop; already law.

Delete this section or treat correspondence 
or state supported home school students 
the same as you do all other public school 
students attending traditional schools.
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enrollment has excused the student from 
the state mandated assessment.

Your P A C -

F n a m e L N a m e
.......... .. .............................. . —
E m a i l

P a m R a y g o r w d e z a r n @ i d e a f a m i l i e s . o r g

D i a n a G a m e z a d g a m e z @ o t i a l a s k a . n e t

M a r i e W y m a n d m w v m a n @ i d e a f a m i l i e s . o r g

D e n i s e M e e h a n t m e e h a n @ i d e a f a m i l i e s . o r g

P a m J o h n s o n i o h n s o n @ i d e a f a m i i i e s . o r

G e n a G r a v e s r b g r a v e s @ g c i . n e t

S u s a n

A l t e r n a t e s

K i g g i n s m k i g g i n s @ i d e a f a m i l i e s . o r

P e g g i e W a t s o n D e g n w a v n @ a c s a l a s k a . n e t

Your Field Rep -S a lly  Ja v ie r- Sallv@iileafamilics.orL>
Your D irector - Steve M usser Slcvedm@ ideafamilies.oru
Exccutive A ssislant - Carol Simpson - Carols@idenfamilic.s.oru 
Assistant Superintendent - Jim Foster - J iml('@ ;:alcnancl.nei

W rite to -

• Tlic State Board o f  Education -subm it an email 011 the website (scroll to bottom of this page)
I i t tp :/ /w w \v .c cd .s ta le .a k .u s/ re u s/

•  W rite individually to the State Board of Education M em bers by email 
hltp:/Avww.ecd.slalc.ak.ns/slalc board/M HM I.IST.HTM l,

• Subm it an email to your Legislator - hltp:/Avww.lc»is.slale.ak.us/I,cedist/22/lcgdist22.lilm
• Send com m ents to your legislator by faxing or calling in a POM  (Public Opinion M essage) o f  50 words or 

less. Form - hiim/Avww.leuis.siatc.ak.u.s/infodocs/pomfurm.pdr

Thank you all for all you do!

Sincerely,
Sally Javier
IDEA Field Rep. - Region A

7 o f 7 3/7/2002 9:31 AM
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FAX NO, 11 P. 030 I &
Subject: HB 464

Date: Wed, 06 Mar 2002 20:57:57 *0900 
From: FAMILY TOLLEFSRIJD <zodama@pLia!aska,net>

Organization: Treehousc Productions
To: Ilomcr_T.IO@legis.statc.ak,us

Greetings,

Please enter into the record my testimony to the IIouso HBS Committee on HB 464, dated March 7,2002. 
THANK YOUI! My testimony is as follows:

Dear Ladies and Gontlemen,

We me home school parents involved in the I.D.E.A. program which, as you may know, is a Statewide 
educational correspondence program based out of Galena. We are also the proud parents of a 10 year old 
daughter who, last year, scored in the 9Sth percentile overall in the National 4th grade benchmark exams 
as well as professional educators. Wo are writing today to ask you to adopt the CS (Committee Substitute) 
of 1113464 and encourage the timely passage of this bill.

Respectfully,

DcWainc and Jane Tollefsrud 
PO Box 3307
2465 Mount Augustine Drive 
Homer, AK 99603 
(907) 235-7262

Also attached is a letter addressed to the Dept, of Education and Early Development that outlines our 
major concerns about the original language of 11B 464, The letter begins below:

Dear Indies and Gentlemen,

We are home school parents involved in the I.D.E.A. program which is a Statewide educational 
correspondence program based out of Galena. We are writing to you today to express our concerns about 
proposed regulations that would affect home schooling in Alaska. We arc asking that you do not approve 
these regulations as written as they would greatly restrict our ability to educate our child.

As parents of a 10 year old daughter who, last year, scored in the 98th percentile overall in the National 4lh 
grade benchmark exams and as professional educators we appreciate the intent of the new proposed 
regulations but strongly disagree with its verbiage. We have concerns about the reasons why our program 
is being held to different standards than other educational programs.

IDEA needs to submit an annual application. Charter School need only apply every ten years.

New regulations would require “[Assessment] by certified teacher once a month". This would 
be comparable to requiring monthly conferences with teachers in public school.

New regulations would also require; “A transcript that denotes curricula material origin...". 
This is already being done for course work that requires texts but would unduly limit

1 of2 vtrifim c-n a m



individually designed curricula. As professional educators this is distressing to us. In no other 
program is this reviewed. Instead, how about “How does curricula material align with the 
standards"?

“...certified teacher review of all curriculum material for each student.."Why does a certified 
teacher need to review all curriculum materials? As above.

“...data documenting student participation rates in the state required assessments wilhinlO% 
points of the stale average...” Wc are the only program in the state with this regulation.

The proposed new regulations arc written as if our children’s education is “at risk.” It most 
assuredly is not! The State benchmark assessments show us to be comparable with other 
districts.

. 'HAR-07-02 THU 10:50 AH HOMER LIO FAX NO. 11 P. 04

We recognize that the Intent of these new regulation may have been to clarify already existing programs 
but if wc all agree that parental involvement in the education of our children is a good thing then 
regulations should be made to facilitate that involvement rather than hinder it. Holding Statcwido 
correspondence courses, such as I.D.E.A. to a higher standard than other programs is not only burdensome 
to the parent but is absolutely inappropriate.

Please do not approve the regulations as originally proposed. Wc urge you to consider instead the revised 
language as presented in the CS of HB 464.

Respectfully,

DcWainc and Jane Tollefsrud 
PO Box 3307
2465 Mount Augustine Drive 
Ilomcr, AK 99603 
(907) 235-7262

2 o f2 3/7/2002fi:37 AM
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FAX NO. 11

Subject; CS for HB 464
Dale: Wed, 6 Mar 2002 22:52:11 -0800 

From : "sterling & kaari bouma" <,sbouma@idcafamilie9.0rg>
To: <1 lomcr_LTO@Icgis.state.uk.us>

Dear Sirs,
I am  asking  you to  adop t the  Com m ittee Substitute fo r  HB 464 and to  pas9 the legislation quickly.

Wo have so many problems with the proposed changes to the regulations for Home School and Charter School 
and Statowide Correspondence School that we urge you to pass instead the CS for HB 464. The regulation 
changes will go through as is, with no vole, unless you take up our cause.

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB 464, dated March 7, H002.

Sterling and Kaari Bouma 
4712 Rochelie Road 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

907-235-1988
lDEA--lnterlor Distance Education of Alaska

l o f i 3/7/2002 8:30 AM
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FAX NO. 11 P. 02

Subject: HB464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 01:27:06 EST 

From: Kathabcr@aol.com
To: Homci-_LlO@lcgis.statc.ak.us

D ear  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;
P leases  c o n s i d e r  f a v o r a b l y  y o u r  su p p o r t  f o r  HB464. My so n  i s  t h r i v i n g  i n  

id e a  and  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  bo e f f e c t i v e  i n  e n h a n c in g  i t s ,  and my 
s o n ' s ,  s u c c e s s e s .

Wo a r e  s o  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  th e  su p p o r t  from t h e  c a r i n g ,  c o m m itte d  s t a f f  a t  
IDEA. W henever I  h a v e  an y  q u e s t i o n s  my c o n t a c t  t e a c h e r  g e t s  t a k e s  my c a l l  o r  
g e t s  b a ck  t o  mo im m e d ia t e ly .  T h is  i n d i v i d u a l  a t t e n t i o n  i s  p r e c i s e l y  why we 
c h o s e  t h i s  t y p e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  Cor our s o n .  He i a  e x c e e d i n g  by  o n e  e n t i r e
g r a d e  a h i l .d r e n  h i s  same ago  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .

I13KA d o e s  an o u t s t a n d i n g  j o b  o f  c u r r i c u l a  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t e a c h e r / p a r e n t  
w o rk sh o p s  o n  e v e r y t h i n g  from  s c i e n c e  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  w r i t i n g  t o  w h a te v e r  we 
r e q u e s t  and g e n e r a l  m a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  Because, we a r e  i n  s u c h  c l o s e  
c o n t a c t  v i a  th e  i n t e r n e t ,  more i n f o  r e g a r d i n g  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  a r t  
c o n t e s t s ,  g e o g r a p h y  c o m p e t i t i o n s ,  s p e l l i n g  b e e s ,  w r i t i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s  and  
s c i e n c a  f a i r s  r e a c h  u s  i n  t im e  to  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  l e a r n ,  b f">e£it from  and o f t e n
w in .  H a v in g  a com p u ter  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  i n t e r n e t  o p en s  a » ,nole  i . r i d  o f  c u r r e n t
i n f o r m a t i o n  r i c h  w i t h  so u n d , f a c t s ,  p h o t o s  and v i d e o s  o f  a n y  s u b j e c t  u nder  
t h e  s u n .

P l e a s e  v o t e  f o r  HB464.
I'hank y o u ,
K a th ry n  Haber

V7/9M9ft*l AM
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RE: DEED'S Proposed Regulations

Subject: RE: DEED'S Proposed Regulations 
Date: Tue, 5 Mar 2002 22:06:28 -0900 

From: "rues" <rues@gci.net>
To: "Susan J. Lochner" <susan@bygeorgecreations.com>,

<Senator_Alan_Austerman@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Jerry_Ward@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senalor_Ben_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_John_Cowdery@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator_Bettye_Davis@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Randy_Phillips@Iegis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator_Rick_Halford@Iegis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Pete_Kott@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear George and Susan.

Thanks for taking the time to comment on the proposed correspondence school regs. I will carefully consider your 
comments and suggestions.

Some provisions may need clearer language (there seems to have been some misunderstanding of the intent of some 
of the provisions) and there is on-going discussion about some provisions such as how often it is reasonable for 
homeschooling parents and students to check in with the certified teachers.

Thanks again for your comments and for taking such an active role in your children's education.

Sincerely,

Sally

 Original M essage.......
F ro m : Susan J. Lochner [mailto:susan@ bygcorgecrcations.com]
S en t: Monday, M arch 04, 2002 4:13 PM
T o: Scnator_Alan_Austcrm an@ lcgis.state.ak.us; Scnator_Jerry_W ard@ legis.stale.ak.us; Scnator_Bcn_Stcvcns@ lcgis.statc.ak.us; 
Senate r_l.orcn_Lcm an@ lcgis.state.ak.us; Senalor_Johnny_Ellis@ lcgis.stale.ak.us; Senator_John_Cowdery@ lcgis.state.ak.us; 
Scnatot_Bcllyc_D avis@ legis.statc.ak.us; Senator_Randy_Phillips@ lcgis.slatc.ak.us; Scnator_Rick_Halford@ lcgis.stalc.ak.us; 
Scnalor_Gcorgianna_Lincoln@ lcgis.state.ak.us; Rcprescnlalivc_Pcle_Kotl@ lcgis.statc.ak.us; 
Rcprcscnlativc_Frcd_Dyson@ lcgis.statc.ak.us 
S u b jec t: DEED'S Proposed Regulations

To: Public representatives and responsible adults for better education

From: The Lochner Family

We support the CHANGES to the DEED'S Proposed Regulations that were presented by 
Jim Foster in Juneau on Friday, March 1, 2002. as outlined below. We find the proposed 
regulations harmful to our freedom of choice in education. We have found that the 
homeschooling model and in particular the IDEA format to benefit not only our family 
directly but also the community of Eagle River in which we live.

Sincerely,

George & Susan Lochner

DEED’S PROPOSED GCSD’s (or IDEA'S) SUGGESTED

I o f 6 3/7/2002 9:49 AM
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Fw: MB 464

Subject: Fw: HB 464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 10:20:56 -0900 

From: "Tom & Grace Huhndorf" < thuhndorf@ideafamilies.org> 
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: <Representative_Peggy_Wilson@Iegis.state.ak.us>

 Original Message......
From : Tom & Grace Huhndorf 
To: Anchorage LIO@legis.stale.ak.us 
Cc: Cordova LIQ@legis.state.ak.us 
Sent: Thursday, March 07, 200k! 10:18 AM 
Subject: HB 464

Andrea Grace Huhndorf 
POBOX 211826 
7520 E. 34th Street 
Anchorage, AK. 99521 
907-333-3047

I am currently home schooling; I am enrolled with IDEA.

Hello, 1 am writing to document my support o f HB 464. I agree with Carol Simpson in Homer.

AG 11

I o f I 3/7/2002 12:03 PM
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MB 464

Subject: HB 464
Date: Thu, 7 Mar 2002 10:50:10 -0900 

From: "sells-steinmetz" <msteinmetz@ideafamilies.org>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

My name is M artina Stcinmctz, I live in Bird Creek, Alaska (1-ICR 52 BOX 8618/907 653-1999) and am currently hom eschooling 
my two boys, 7 and 8 years old.

I am writing to you in support o f the Committee Substitute oFHB 464.

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HES Committee on HB 464, dated M arch 7, 2002.

Best regards, M artina Stcinmctz

3/7/2002 12:03
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HB464

Subject: HB464
Date: Thu, 07 M ar 2002 20:25:30 GMT 

From : "Alan McCollough" <kittycat@kittycatonline.com>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

T o: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y so n  

M arch 7 t h ,  2 0 0 2  

P l e a s e  p a s s  HB464!

As a p a r e n t  o f  a  d a u g h t e r  who my w i f e  a n d  I  s c h o o l  v i a  ID EA'S c o o r e s p o n d e n c e  
p r o g r a m , I  am a s k i n g  y o u  t o  p a s s  HB464 s o  t h a t  R a c h e l ,  o u r  d a u g h t e r ,  c a n  
c o n t i n u e  t o  t h r i v e .  W i t h o u t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  HB464, R a c h e l  w i l l  b e  s u b j e c t e d  
t o  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  a v o i d ,  u n w e lc o m e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t r u s i o n  
i n t o  h e r  s c h o o l i n g .

IDEA h a s  b e e n  a  f a n t a s t i c  p r o g r a m  f o r  o u r  R a c h e l ,  a n d  I  p e r s o n a l l y  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  w i t h o u t  1B464, m e d d l e r s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a r e a n  v / i l l  f i g h t  t o o t h  
a n d  n a i l  t o  s e e  t h a t  p r o g r a m s  s u c h  a s  IDEA a r e  t a r g e t e d  f o r  " s p e c i a l  
t r e a t m e n t "  i n  t h e  fo r m  o f  u n r e a s o n a b l e  s c r u t i n y ,  s t i f i l i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  
g e n e r a l  h a r a s s m e n t  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  b u e r a u c r a t s .

Thank y o u ,  F r e d ,  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

A la n  M c C o l lo u g h  
4 2 3 3  A p o l l o  D r.  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 4  
t e l :  9 0 7 - 3 3 7 - 7 6 0 8

I o f I 3/7/2(MJ2 12:12PM
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into tho record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on —  , dated JL-7-a2.
bill/subject

Jeff & Donna Of^rd 
PO Box8772:4 
Wasillc, AK 99687 
907-376-0266

- j , —

I

.. »«*<*»• 

I

Dear House HES Committee:

I am writing to ask that you please adopt the CS(Committee Substitute) of HB 
464. I am part of the IDEA program and have found them very helpful In my 
homeschooling. They have lots of opportunities for learning and are so helpful 
as we teach our children. I appreciate this program very much and think it has 
helped many homeschooling families to be abtelo-expand their curriculum and 
activities.

Sincerely,

Donna Offord

Pleqse enter into tfie record my testimony tp the House (HES Cqmmlttee on HB 
464. dated March 7.2002.



Rc: MB 464

Subject: Re: HB 464
Date: Wed, 6 M ar 2002 20:26:22 -0800 

From: "Gerald & Lana Gooding" <glgooding@gci.net>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us>

Our son is a homescliooi student enrolled through IDEA. W c urge adoption of the CS of HB464. 
Gerald & Lana Gooding 
Eagle River, A laska

I o f I 3/7/2002 12:53 PM
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Subject: HB464
Date: Wed, 6 Mar 2002 19:47:00 -0900 

From: "Tim and Chris Scott" < fishin4men@gci.net>
To: "Fred Dyson" <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Gary Stevens" <Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>,
"John Coghill" <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Peggy Wilson" <Representative_Peggy_Wilson @legis.state.ak.us>,
"Reggie Joule" <Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Vic Kohring" <Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us>

G r e e t i n g s  t o  a l l  o f  y o u ,

F i r s t  o f  a l l  I  n e e d  t o  a p o l o g i z e  f o r  n o t  m a k in g  t h e  LOI t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  i n  
A n c h o r a g e  on  T h u r s d a y ,  M arch 7 b u t  I  h a v e  o n e  c h i l d  a t  t h e  B en ch m ark  t e s t i n g  
s i t e ,  o n e  a t  p i a n o  l e s s o n s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  a t  v o i c e  l e s s o n s .  As y o u  c a n  s e e ,  I  
am t h e  m o t h e r  o f  3 c h i l d r e n ,  2 o f  w h ic h  I  home s c h o o l  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  
IDEA. The o t h e r  i s  a so p h m o r e  a t  C h u g ia k  H .S .  w h e r e  s h e  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  h e r  
l e t t e r  f o r  a c a d e m i c  h o n o r s .  S h e  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  home  
s c h o o l e r .

I w r o t e  on  Monday s u p p o r t i n g  H B 464. A f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  c h a n g e s  p r o p o s e d  b y  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n ,  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  I  am i n  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  o f  H B 464. I  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  
a r e  g i v i n g  t o  t h e  s t r o n g  home s c h o o l i n g  c o n t i n g e n c y  o f  A l a s k a .  T he s o l e  
c o n c e r n  t h a t  my h u s b a n d  a n d  I  h a v e  i s  t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  c a n  h a v e  t h e  b e s t  
e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  w e, a s  p a r e n t s ,  c a n  p r o v i d e  f o r  th em . The p a r t n e r s h i p  t h a t  i s  
made p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  G a le n a  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  b e s t  o f  a l l  
w o r l d s .  I t  i s  a  w i n ,  w in ,  w in  s i t u a t i o n .  A w in  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  a  w in  f o r  t h e  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  a w in  f o r  t h e  p a r e n t s  an d  e s p e c i a l l y  a w in  f o r  t h e  
c h i l d r e n .  T h an k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  a s s i s t i n g  u s  i n  m a k in g  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  a 
p r i o r i t y .

S i n c e r e l y ,
C h r i s t i n a  S c o t t  
6 9 6 - 2 9 5 6
f i s h i n 4 m e n @ g c i . n e t

mailto:fishin4men@gci.net
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:fishin4men@gci.net


Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the j — //tS - S ^  
committee name

committee on . ./t/JS , dated — . —
bill/subject

Subject: Consideration of 111)464 
Date: Thu, 07 Mar 2002 09:00:42 -0900 

From: Dawne Yaskus <yaskus@ntaonline.net>
To: MatSu_UO@legis.state.akus

P l e a s e  e n t e r  i n t o  th e  r e c o r d  my t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  House HES Commitcc on  
HQ 4 6 4 ,  d a t e d  March 7 ,  2 0 0 2 .

To t h e  H ouse HES C om m ittee  Members:

My name i s  Dawno Y askus and I  am i n  t h e  I . D . E .A .  program . The 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  and l o n g e v i t y  o f  t h e  program  a s  i t  s t a n d s  i s  o f  g r e a t  
c o n c e r n  t o  me. The I . D . E .A .  program  h as  p r o v e n  t o  b e  a s t a b l e ,  s e c u r e  
and h i g h l y  b e n e f i c i a l  means o f  e d u c a t i n g  my c h i l d r e n .  W ith  t h e  
D ep artm en t o f  EED's p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s ,  g r e a t  l i m i t a t i o n s  and c o n s t r a i n t s  
w ould  b e  p l a c e d  on t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  my c h i l d  t h a t  WOULD NOT b e n e f i t  
e i t h e r  my c h i l d  o r  t h e  I . D . E .A .  program . I  a sk  t h a t  yo u  c o n s i d e r  and  
a d o p t  t h e  C om m ittee  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  HB464 i n  a  t i m e l y  manner t o  e n s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  EED be l i m i t e d  and  
f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  I . D . E .A .  program .

Thank y o u  f o r  y o u r  t im o ,

Dawne Y askus  
P.O . Box 521799  
B ig  Lake, AK 99652

(9 0 7 )  3 9 2 .1 4 2 6

Signed:_________
Testhler

Representing (Optional)

Address

Phone No.

3/B0 Ugi]iadv« Information Olftcn
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mailto:yaskus@ntaonline.net


Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the A / ^  S

committee name
committee on    dated 3 / y / o i.

bill/subject
Com m ilco Substitu te o f  HB464

Subject: Commltee Substitute of HB464 
Date: Thu, 07 Mar 2002 10:57:27 -0900 

From: "Stephanie Olson" <sbritton@idcafamilics.org>
To: MatS u_LIO @1 egis .state, ak. us

P l e a s e  e n c e r  i n c o  t h e  r e c o r d  my t e s t i m o n y  t o  th o  House HES Commitee on  
HB464, d a t e d  March 7 ,  2 0 0 2 .

House HES C om m ittee  Members,

1 am s e n d i n g  t h i s  e - m a i l  r e g a r d i n g  th o  Commitee S u b s t i t u t e  o f  HB464. As

a p a r e n t  o f  an I . D . E . A .  s t u d e n t  I  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  and r e q u e s t

a t i m e l y  p a s s a g e  o f
t h o  Commitee S u b s t i t u t e  o f  HB464.

Thank y o u  f o r  y o u r  t im e  and  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
program s and HB464.

S t e p h a n i e  O lso n  
P.O . Box 9 40061  
H o u sto n ,  AK 
(90 7 )  8 9 2 -2 0 1 5  
I . D . E . A .

Signed:---------------
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Address

Phone No.

9/88 LigsUuy* Information Oflice

10 *d 08199ASZ.06 'ON XOJ Oil OSION Ud 0fr:2l flHl 20-A0-1WH

mailto:sbritton@idcafamilics.org


MAR-7-2002 09:56A FROM: 70:3766120 P: l/2

P

March 7,2002

HES Committee Members

Pi ease enter into the record testimony to the house HES Committee on 
HB464 to be taken March 7, 2002. V  ' ** " ny from Richard
and Sheila Sparks.

Please adopt the CS of HB 464.

i»
Name; Richard and Sheila Sparks 
Address; Solo Creek, White River, Alaska «
And

3050 Caskill, Wasilla, Alaska 
Phone: 907 357-4281
Program; IDEA (Interior Distance Education of Alaska)

i
t1

t

20 'd O0I991.ei.O6 'ON m on nsiuw wd ot?:2i nm 20-Ao-ayn



' MAR-7-2002 09:57ft FROM: TO13766180 P:2'2

I do believe it would be extremely determental to my son Forest’s studies 
and interest in school if he were not able to enjoy his curriculum. We don’t 
use many items with religious content but I feel it should be my right to do 
so if we purchase the items ourselves. One of the reasons we choose to home 
school Forest, other than the fact that we live away from any schools, is the 
ability to purchase our own curriculum. When we read bedtime stories 
they arc often bible stories. Would this mean we couldn’t read religious 
stories to our son? I consider any rea 4' _  ' booling process.
We feel this proposed regulation would be against our constitutational rights.

We don’t have a problem with teacher interaction but who would pay for the 
contact. We are often at our home in the Wrangell Mountains. To get to our 
home we charter a plane, which usually runs about 450. or more. Who 
would pay to get a teacher into our home? Th r̂e is not any road access. We 
could not possibly afford to pay this on our limited income.

A

I think the teacher already approves allotment Expenditures since wc have to 
put subjects and methods/use of materials on the Individual Learning Plan.

Regarding the State mandated tests, what if a child has been ill and hasn’t 
been able to take the test. Why should a child .be punished by loosing their 
ability to be home schooled? If a child were sickly they would miss even 
more school in public school and fell even further behind.

i

Having a participation rate for testing is foolish. If a certain rate of 
enrollment is required and the emumuvAi* L ^ u  uot qll of those who 
still chose to home school would be penalized.'

Sincerely
I

Richard and Sheila Sparks ^

f

BO 'd

!
t
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S ubject: A dop t C om m ittee S ubstitu te  o f HB464 
Date: Wed, 6 M ar 2002 21:03:06 -0900 

From : "The Wyman Family" <bmwyman@ideafamilies.org>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Mr. Dyson,

Wc arc a home schooling family enrolled in the IDEA program  with GCSD.

I am writing to respectfully request that you please adopt the Committee Substitute o f HB464. I would furlhcr request a limciy 
passage o f this bill.

This is an im portant issue that many people care about.

I respectfully request that you inform your committee of my message.

Most sincerely,

Guadalupe M. W yman

Adopt Committee Substitute o f HB464

1 oi l 1/7/2002 12:55 PM

mailto:bmwyman@ideafamilies.org
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us


Iib464

Subject: hb464
Date: Wed, 06 Mar 2002 22:23:48 -0900 

From : david dorland <dorlandfamily@gci.net>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

D e a r  R ep . D y s o n ,
I  am a  c o n c e r n e d  h o m e s c h o o l  p a r e n t  w i t h  IDEA. P l e a s e  a d o p t  CS H B 464.  

We n e e d  y o u r  h e l p  t o  c o n t i n u e  e d u c a t i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t h e  b e s t  w ay  we  
know how .

S i n c e r e l y ,
J a n e t  D o r la n d

I o f I 3/7/2002 12:56 PM

mailto:dorlandfamily@gci.net
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us


House Bill 464

Subject: H ouse Bill 464
D ate: Thu, 7 M ar 2002 06 :51:39 -0900 

From : "Richard Hand" <rhand@ideafamilies.org>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: <Jason_Hooley@legis.state.ak.us>

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y so n

I t  h a s  com e t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  y o u  a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  a d o p t  a C o m m it te e  
S u b s t i t u t e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  H B 464. I f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  p l e a s e  a c c e p t  my 
w h o l e h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

I  r e c e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  a  b r i e f i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  EDU i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  p l a c e  
a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  o n  p u b l i c  f u n d e d  home s c h o o l i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  I  am 
n o t  p l e a s e d .  My f a m i l y  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  t h e  IDEA p r o g r a m , a n d  I  b e l i e v e  i n  
i t s  c u r r e n t  fo r m  i t  i s  t h e  b e s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  A m e r ic a .

I  am a L t C o l  i n  t h e  USAF f l y i n g  F - 1 5 s .  T h i s  l i n e  o f  w ork  h a s  c a u s e d  t h e  
f a m i l y  t o  m ove  10  t i m e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  16  y e a r s  m a k in g  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  a  c h a l l e n g e .  We a d o p t e d  home s c h o o l i n g  i n  1 9 8 7  a n d  h a v e  n e v e r  
l o o k e d  e l s e w h e r e .  A l a s k a ' s  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  o u t  o f  d i s t r i c t  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s  g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e s  t h i s  c h o i c e  o f  s c h o o l i n g ,  a n d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  
p r o d u c i n g  w o r l d - c l a s s  s t u d e n t s  an d  f u t u r e  a d u l t  c i t i z e n s .

Am I q u a l i f i e d  t o  com m ent on  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a n  E d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ?
I w i l l  l e t  y o u  d e c i d e .  I  do  p a y  t a x e s  a n d  v o t e .  I  do  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  
IDEA p r o g r a m .  I  am a  p r o d u c t  o f  som e p r i v a t e  an d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
K -12 g r a d e s ,  a n d  I  h a v e  a  d e g r e e  i n  A e r o s p a c e  E n g i n e e r i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  t h r e e  
a d d i t i o n a l  M a s t e r s  D e g r e e s .  W ith  t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d ,  a n d  h a v i n g  l i v e d  o n  5 
d i f f e r e n t  c o n t i n e n t s  an d  18 d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s ,  I  e m p h a t i c a l l y  p r o m o t e  t h e  
IDEA p r o g r a m  i n  i t s  c u r r e n t  fo r m  w i t h o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s .

I  h a v e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a v o i d e d  t h e  u r g e  t o  t o u t  my c h i l d r e n ' s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  -  
m o s t  made p o s s i b l e  b y  t h e  IDEA p r o g r a m  a n d  f u n d i n g  ( t h e  b o a s t f u l  p a r e n t  
r a r e l y  c o m e s  a c r o s s  i n  a  g o o d  l i g h t ) . P l e a s e  a c c e p t  my w ord  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  I  w e lc o m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a s s i s t  y o u  w i t h  y o u r  e f f o r t s  an d  
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  a t  (9 0 7 )  5 5 2 - 2 7 0 4 .

Thank You,
R i c h a r d  Hand  
P a lm e r ,  AK

I o f I 3/7/2002 12:58 PM

mailto:rhand@ideafamilies.org
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Jason_Hooley@legis.state.ak.us
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Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written testimony for
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e_____________ House HESS
committee name

Committee o n __________HR 464______________ , dated March 7, 2002
bill # /  subject

I am in favor of HB 464 and would like to see it passed without further delay.
I am a homeschool parent and feel this bill benefits all Alaskan homeschoolers.

Thank you

Signed: Oma R. Murdoch_________________________
Testifier

IDEA Parent____________________________
Representing (optional)

37464 Riverbend Dr Soldotna, AK 99669 
Address

 907-262-1947___________________________
Phone number



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HESS
committee name

Committee on HR 464 , dated M arch  7 , 2 0 0 2
b ill# /su b je c t

I am completely in support of the Committee Substitute for HB 464 and request that this 
legislation is passed quickly.

Testifier

Self________________________________________
Representing (optional)

36790 Steadman Street Soldotna, AK 99669 
Address

Signed: Janice Habermann

(9 0 7 ) 2 6 2 -3 7 0 4
P h o n e  n u m b e r



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HESS
committee name

Committee on HB 464 , dated March 7, 2002
bill # /  subject

Thank you for taking the time to consider the importance of the passage of this bill HB464. 
It is vitally important for this to pass in order to maintain the integrity and the high standards 
that homeschoolers have imposed upon themselves.

Signed: Tami Johnson
Testifier

IDEA Parent
Representing (optional)

51835 Pioneer St Kenai, AK 99611
Address

907-776-5597 
Phone number



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e _______ House HESS
committee name

Committee o n _________ HR 464_______________ , dated  March 7, 2002_______________
bill # /  subject

I have been homeschooling my two children for the past 4 years and have found it to be the 
single most rewarding thing that I do. As a parent who started out sending my children to traditional school I 
was frustrated with the fact that my son was very bright but needed to be challenged and my daughter needed 
extra help and there just wasn’t enough time in the school day to take her aside and help her. Because IDEA 
allows me to choose all of the curriculum that my children need I have been able to formulate an education 
specifically targeted to each of their strengths and weaknesses. If the comittee substitute of HB 464 does not 
pass the Alaska State Department of Education is going to institute changes in how homeschooling is done in all 
State funded homeschool programs. I will not be able to use many of the curricular materials that I have long 
found to be successfull for my children because some of them are religious in nature. I strongly believe in the 
right to educate my own children and if HB 464 does not pass and the department o f education chooses to pass 
their new rulings then I will be forced to pull my children from participation in any state funded homeschool 
program and educate them independently. Further more, I am getting really tired of having to defend the IDEA’S 
homeschool policies every couple of years. The state department o f education has come up with something 
new to try and gain greater controll of state wide homeschool programs every two to three years for as long as I 
can remember. I believe HB 464 will effectively put a stop to parents having to constantly worry each year if 
they will have to change the way that they do things again. In closing I would like to say that the IDEA program 
has helped my children and I tremendously with everything from curriculum choices to giving the kids walking 
stick bugs for pets. My children are figure skaters and the IDEA staff are always interested in what new 
accomplishments they have achieved and where they will be competing next. The teachers are always 
available to meet with parents and are open and supportive as well as insightfull. I do not see how making 
more restrictions on a highly successfull program can help them or be beneficial in any way. IDEA is already 
a fantastic program and it’s policies are there for the good of the children and their education, not the money.

Signed: Cathy Shearer___________________________________________________________________________
Testifier 

IDEA Parent
Representing (optional)

P.O. Box 1 Sterling, AK 99672
Address 

(907) 262-7040
Phone number



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House HESS
committee name

Committee on HR_4M , dated  March 7T 2002
bill # /  subject

Dear Committee members:

I urge you to adopt the Committee Substitute on HB 464 and incorporate it as soon as possible. 

Thank you very much.

Testifier

Self___________________________________
Representing (optional)

37930 Highcrest Ln Sterling, AK 99672 
Address

1907) 2 6 2 -7 0 7 9 _____________________________

Signed: Marjie Dempster

P h o n e  n u m b e r


