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Subject: Support for HB 408
Date: Mon, 08 Apr 2002 18:29:40 -0800
From: "Anita Hazel 1-Parrish" <anitalbbbs@hotmail.com>
To: Representative_Fred Dyson@Icgis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us,
Represenlative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us,
Rcpresentative_Gary_Stevens@legis.stale.ak.us,
Representative_Peggy Wilson@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Chairman Dyson, Representative Wilson, Representative Stevens,
Representative Kohring, Representative Joule, Representative Coghill and

Representative Cissna,

As a parent, PTA member, concerned citizen and youth worker 1 urge you to
support changing existing laws requiring active parental consent for
anonymous surveys, to passive consent, provided there is adequate notice for
parental response. I want my daughter and other Alaskan children to grow up
in a state that is responsive to their needs. But how do we find out what 1is
really happening with our kids without asking them with such questionnaires?

Experience in Alaska and other states that have experimented with active
parental consent has shown that enough permission forms for a worthy study
simply do not come in. In cases where school personnel have gone to
extraordinary lengths to get them (for example, the CHOICE program here in
Juneau) the results cire overwhelmingly in favor of survey administration.
This tells me that the law is making educators lives hard for no good

reason.

And what 1is the cost in the end? Trends in grant funding are very clear.

If you want money to fund prograns that benefit children, you must be able
to measure results. Across the nation states use results of Youth Risk
Behavior Surveys developed with the Centers for Disease Control for this
purpose. Alaskan organizations dedicated to the well-being of our children
are at a disadvantage when they compete for these funds because they cannot
show valid evaluation results. We are missing the boat and our kids are

paying this price.

I urge each and every one of you to please move this vital legislation
forward as quickly as possible. Thank you for considering my input.

Respectfully,
Anita Hazell Parrish
Juneau, 789-0280

4/10/2002 2:29 PM
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HB408

Subject: HB408
Date: Tue, 09 Apr 2002 20:14:17 GMT

From: akcompub@sinbad.net
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

Proposed Amendment:
bill page 2, line 7
Sec. 4 AS 14.03.110(d)

add after "section must"

...be mailed directly to the parent or guardian of each student by first class
U.S. mail and must..."™ "include..."

Lofl 4/10/2002 3:06 PM
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April 17,2002

Honorable Fred Dyson
House of Representatives
State Capitol - Room 104
Juneau, AIC 99801-1182

Re:  House HES committee hearing on HB 408
Dear Representative Dyson:

l. Introduction

Two issues arose during the hearing in the House HES committee on HB 408, held
on April 11, 2002 which require some further clarification. Those issues are:

A. What are the consequences for teachers and other school district employees
who disregard the anonymity and confidentiality protections contained in HB 408 if

passed?
and
B. What is the effect of the case referred to as the “New Jersey case” on Alaska

law governing student surveys?

[I. Short Answer

A. The consequences for teachers and other school district employees who
disregard the protections for students and families in HB 408 include employee discipline
and, for certified teaching staff, the potential for a finding of an ethical or teaching
practices violation by the Professional Teaching Practices Commission (PTPC) resulting
In the potential for revocation or suspension of the certificate in certain circumstances. In
addition a public servant may be charged with a misdemeanor crime under AS 11.56.860.

B. In the New Jersey case, C.N. et al. v. Ridgewood Board ofEducation, an
appeals court remanded the case back to the trial court for further evidence of the
voluntary nature of a student survey the trial court found to be voluntary without a trial.
The New Jersey appeals court did not dispute or change the trial court’s legal conclusion
that the federal written parental consent provision would not apply to a voluntary and
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anonymous survey. While this case serves as a guideline in reviewing student survey
procedures it docs not serve as legal precedent in Alaska and is not relevant to a
voluntary survey as described in HB 408.

HI.  Analysis

A.  StaffConsequences

The legislature has previously provided for both employee and certification
consequences if a teacher or other slaff member fails to follow the requirements
contained in FIB 408 if passed into law. In addition, a person who is or has been a public
servant may be charged with a Class A misdemeanor for misuse of confidential

information as defined in AS 11.56.860.

Under current Alaska law two governing bodies are responsible for ensuring
compliance with applicable rules by the certificated staff ofa school district. First, the
school district is authorized to dismiss a teacher, even if tenured, for substantial
noncompliance with the school laws of the state (including AS 14.03.110) the regulations
or bylaws of the department, the bylaws of the district, or the written rules of the
superintendent under AS 14.20.170(a)(3). A teacher is defined to include all certified
school staff. A teacher who has not acquired tenure rights is subject to nonretention for
the school year following the expiration of the teacher's contract for any cause that the
district determines to be adequate under AS 14.20.175.

Second, disciplinary action may be imposed by the Professional Teaching
Practices Commission (PTPC) if a school district did not act to address a violation ofa
school law such as HB 408. The PTPC may revoke or suspend a teaching certificate ifa
teacher fails to comply substantially with the school laws of the state or if the PTPC
determines that there has been a violation of ethical or professional standards under
AS 14.20.030 including a violation of an ethical standard. The ethical standards include a
requirement that teachers “keep in confidence information that has been obtained in the
course of providing professional service, unless disclosure serves a compelling
professional purpose or is required by law” under 4 AAC 10.020(8).

In addition, a public servant may be charged with a Class A misdemeanor for the
crime of misuse of confidential information if the person (1) learns confidential
information through employment as a public servant and (2) while in office or after
leaving office, uses the confidential information for personal gain or in a manner not
connected with the performance of official duties other than by giving sworn testimony
or evidence in a legal proceeding in conformance with a court order. This crime as well
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as the employee and teaching practices standards appear to be adequate protections for
students and famili -s fearful of an unauthorized breach of confidentiality in connection
with the administration of a voluntary and anonymous survey.l

B. The Effect ofthe New Jersey Case in Alaska

Hearing testimony before the committee on FIB 408 included references to a New
Jersey case that challenged the administration of a student survey in that state under
federal law. A federal trial court had determined prior to trial that the specific student
survey had not violated statutory or constitutional requirements because it was
anonymous and voluntary. An appeals court then reversed the decision because the
district court had not permitted adequate discovery before reaching its summary

conclusion.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit decision has resulted in some
confusion about its applicability to HB 408. The restrictions placed on student surveys
by the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (P.P.R.A.), 20 U.S.C. 12j2h provide that
parental consent must be secured prior to requiring participation of a student in a survey
if the survey addresses certain subjects. In C.N. et al. v. Ridgewood Board ofEducation,
No. 01-1637 (Dec. 10, 2001) the appeals court reversed and remanded the case not
because there was a particular problem with the survey but because the lower court’s
decision was reached by summary judgment without adequate discovery. The court
remanded the case because discovery had not been permitted by the court to determine
whether the students were adequately informed that the survey was “voluntary and
anonymous” or whether the students were required to take the survey. (The other
consideration upon remand will he that, if the survey was required, was the required
participation in compliance with board policy to determine whether the board is immune

from suit.)

The district court case, C.N. el al. v. Ridgewood Board ofEducation, 146
F.Supp.2d 528 (D.N.J. 2001) had dismissed the matter without trial on a determination
that, under the PPRA, if the survey was “voluntary and anonymous” the PPRA was not
applicable and written parental consent was not necessary. The ruling of the appeals
court does not affect that legal analysis. Thus the case does not have a bearing on the
current state law or the proposed changes in HB 408.

1in addijtion to the conseguences descnbed a case pending before the United States Supreme Court, Gonza%ql
University v, Doe fCase No. 01-679,), will decide whether parents or students have individual [jghts under t
Family Educatlon Records Privacy Act, that can be enforced throu%h federal civil rights Iawswts It is unclear,

however, whether an anonymous Survey falls within this federal ac
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While these cases serve as a guideline in reviewing student survey procedures it
does not serve as legal precedent in Alaska and is not relevant to a voluntary survey as
described in 11B 408.

Sincerely,

BRUCE M. BOTELHO
ATTORNEY GENERAL y

Jean Mischel
Assistant Attorney General

JM:ebc

cc:  Rep. Peggy Wilson
Rep. John Coghill
Rep. Vic Kohring
Rep. Gary Stevens
Rep. Sharon Cissna
Rep. Reggie Joule
Elmer Lindstrom, Deputy Commissioner, Dep't of Health & Social Services
Teri Campbell, Legislative Liaison, Dep't ofEducation & Early Development
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SEC. 1017. PROTECTION OF PUPILS.

Section 439 of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232¢g) isamended to read as
follows:

"PROTECTION OF PUPIL RIGHTS
"Sec. 439.

(a) All instructional materials, including teacher's manuals, films, tapes, or other supplementary ma.erial
which will he used in connection with any survey, analysis, or evaluation as part of any applicable
program shall be available for inspection by the parents or guardians of the children.
"(b) No student shall be required, as part of any ‘.pplicable program, to submit to a survey, analysis, or
evaluation that reveals information conceming-

“(1) political affiliations;

"(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or his family;

"(3) sex behavior and attitudes;

"(4) jjlegal™anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;

"(5) critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close family

relationships;
"(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of lawyers, physicians,

and ministers; or
"(7) income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program

or for receiving financial assistance under such program),
without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an adult or emancipated minor), or in the case of

an unemancipated minor, without the prior written consent of the parent.
“(c) Educational agencies and institutions shall give parents and students effective notice of their rights

under this section.
"(d) ENFORCEMENT.-The Secretary shall take such action as the Secretary determines appropriate to

enforce this section, except that action to terminate assistance provided under an applicable program

shall be taken only if the Secretary determines that—
"(1) there has been a failure to comply with such section; and
"(2) compliance with such section cannot be secured by voluntary means.

“(e) OFFICE AND REVIEW BOARD.-The Secretary shall establish or designate an office and review
board within the Department ofEducation to investigate, process, review, and adjudicate violations of

the rights established under this section.".

-HH-
SEC. 1016. AMENDMENTS TO SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING PROGRAM.

SEC. 1018. CONTRACEPTIVE DEVICES.

4/18/2002 11:27 AM
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vpftintary vft required - for Fred

Subject: voluntary vs. required - for Fred
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 10:39:43 -0800
From: Lisa Torkelson <lisa@advanced-design.com>
To: Wes Keller <Wes_Keller@legi.c state.ak.us>

3rd paragraph is an excellent point!

From: Caroleanumi@aol.com

Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 07:05:30 EDT
Subject: Re: let me get this straight
To: lisa@advanced-design.com

Lisa... the Search Institute (156-question) survey given to the students (which the lawsuit is
all about) had nothing printed on it that said "voluntary." ALSO, the staffnever told the
students the survey was voluntary. In fact, the students were told to take the survey
"seriously" and according to Judge Rendell at the 3rd Circuit Court Hearing, she mentioned
that saying to take a survey "seriously" made it sound like it was required. We continue to
say that the survey was required - the district continues to deny it!

ALSO, we believe that even if stafftell a student that a survey is voluntary, if under the age
of 18, that student is considered a minor and, therefore, the parents have the right to say
whether or not their child can participate in the survey. Minors cannot give up their rights
.. parents and guardians are there to make those kinds of decisions - especially when
students are being asked intimate questions about themselves, their friends and family.
Parents/guardians have to sign permission slips for their minor children to go on field trips,
to be given an aspirin in school, etc. These nosy surveys should be no different.

ALSO, the PPRA (Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment) has the word "required” in it. |
do believe that the new Education Act regarding surveys has taken the word "required" out
for the very reason that school districts don't seem to know the definition of the word

“required.”

There is no such thing as VOLUNTARY in aMANDATORY environment. The teachers
know it, the students know it, and the parents know it. My kids have told me that if a teacher
were to say "this is voluntary, you don't have to take it" that the first thing they would do is
look around and see what the other students were going to do. O fcourse, all the
brown-nosing, goodie goodie, teacher pet kids are going to take it. Regardless if the teacher
says it is voluntary, she/he will also probably be saying "but | would like you to take it" or
"but this is extremely important information that we need" or "I hope you will consider
taking this for me", etc. Teachers will pressure the kids to take it v/ith words, a look, body
language, etc. | sure don't want our family's consitutional rights to hinge on whether or not
school personnel are trustworthy - we have several school personnel here in Ridgewood
who are definitely not trustworthy - Ridgewood can't be the only school district out there

that have untrustworthy staff.

By all means ... pressure the legislators to get actual proof (a letter) from the federal agencies
saying that funding will depend on survey data. You have to put the onus on the surveyors to
prove that what they are saying is (rue ... and, of course, they will not be able to obtain such

a letter because no federal agency will put it in writing.

lof2 4/18/2002 11:15 AM
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HB 408 committee testimony - REVISED

Subject: HB 408 committee testimony - REVISED
Date: Tue, 26 Mar 2002 10:35:30 -0900
From: Lisa Torkelson <lisa@advanced-design.com>
To: Gayle Keller <Gayle_Keller@Legis.state.ak.us>

Gayle,
After some Wes points, | changed it again (sent Wes a copy too). If you or Wes could give Fred a copy of
this one I'd appreciate it. | think it says more, but hopefully not too much. I just kept reiterating the parent

thing.

I'll be glad when this is dead! It's hard work killing a bill!
Lisa

Anyway, here's another attempt at testimony:

My name is Lisa Torkelson. I'm a parent of two.

Three short years ago, HB 70 passed overwhelmingly with only 3 nay votes between the house and senate,
and was signed into law by the Governor.

HB 408 before you now rips the heart out of HB 70 under the guise of minor cosmetic surgery. Whereas
parents were specifically added to the process, HB 408 neatly carves them out.

With all its repealing and reenacting, HB 408 appears to have changed little from the original bill.
However, the little that remains doesn't include parents.

You may hear that schools need I-IB 408 to do the Youth Risk Behavior Survey and get Federal grant
monies. Well, HB 70 ncer ended survey collection. There is nothing in current law that prohibits school
districts from getting information they want. They just need to notify parents of their intentions;
permission is only required for inquiries into "personal or family affairs". To promote efficiency, "blanket
permission” was allowed at the beginning of each school year (as in during registration when parents and

students are already signing other paperwork). 0 1A T

The goal was to include parents in the loop, but not make the process onerous and cumbersome for the
schools.

On the other hand, under HB 408, anonymous surveys of any subject would no longer have a check and
balance system. On page |, Line 6-7, 11, as long as anonymity is maintained, a district inquiring about
students, their families, or any other subject would be totally permissible. That's like telling parents, "leave
us your kids, but don't let the door hit you on your way out".

Current law requires at least notification for every other type of non-personal survey. This still keeps
parents in the loop, but provides more of a "heads up" than requires an active role.

In HB 408, it is no longer clear whether or not "notification" is even required for anonymous surveys.

And finally, HB 70 narrowly defined "questionnaire or survey". This definition no longer exists in the bill

| of2 3/26/2002 10:44 AM
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before you now.

Vou may hear from schools that they are finding it difficult to get parents permission which is why they
need the onus of getting it removed. However, has it occurred to them that perhaps parents don't want their

kids surveyed?

Parents are the best judges of what their kids should be exposed to and v/hen. Long ago it was decided that
children below the age of majority were to be under their parents'jurisdiction. This is still true today no
matter how noble the cause. When schools want to ask personal and probing questions, parents have a
right to respond with their child's best interest in mind.

HB 70 was all about protecting parents; HB408 is all about protecting funding for bureaucracies.

I'll conclude by requesting you to support parents' rights and vote Do Not Pass on HB 408.

Thank you for your lime and listening ears.

By the way, Mr. Chairman, how will you respond to HB 408 gutting the intent of your original bill?

20f2 3/26/2002 10:44 AM



Fred, Dick Block will be on T/C. He is calling from Southern California. He has done well in
researching this for us.

He found out that the Anchorage School District (ASD) grant that was denied was for
$186,000. He was unable to find any others that were missed. He dug and found out that
the grant re&ectlon was from AK DEED not the Federal DOE. He talked with the person in
EED that did the rejecting and was told that ASu did not get the grant because their
Raperwork was deficient compared to other applicants. The districts that DID get the grant/s
ad better data because they used surveY information collected before your HE 70 went into
d have é]otten good data to compete, but it would

effect in 1999.  The schodl district cou
ance records, etc)...

have taken more work (police department, atten



Letter to the Editor Jan 19, 1999

School business isn't surveys
[Top] | [Next]

Parental rights are once again being usurped, and our children are being
manipulated as though consumers. Last year, there was a concerted
effort by different health care professionals to have the right to
implement different youth surveys in our public schools.

First they wanted to do it without having written parental permission.
When they discovered they couldn't do them without it, they forced the
Anchorage School Board into pas..mg an OK to do them without written
parental permission. It was only because of the wise and honest
decision of the superintendent of schools, Mr. Bob Christal, were
parental rights protected.

This year, they will be administering different surveys to our children.
Why? So that different agencies can then compete for federal and state
and local grants and funding! Our children are being treated as mere
consumers, another easy source of money.

These surveys are supposed to be anonymous. Still, if a child answers a
survey question which would alarm the administrators of the test or
others, it will be very easy for such people to narrow it down to what
individual child it was. Even if answered in ajoking manner, in today's
current school climate, it will be taken as a "potential” threat. |f the
child answers negatively on any family issue or one regarding his
parents, the next step will be for the authorities to begin an
investigation into the parents!

The matters of home and family are private, and parents need to let
the schools and those pushing these surveys find their funding another
way and stay out of our private lives!

- Timothy Napier

Anchorage



Parents, OK those surveys
[Top] | [Next]

Parents are in control, as Rep. Fred Dyson points out ("Be v/ary of
surveys, parents,” Letters, Jan. 11), so the ball is in our court. Let's
allow our children to participate in the Search and Youth Tobacco
Survey. We can bury our heads in the sand and deny that far too many
of our youths have serious obstacles to becoming healthy, productive
Alaskans, or we can face the facts by asking questions.

In these surveys, students will be asked about the positive and negative
things in their lives that affect their decisions about school,
extra-curricular activities, sports and other habits. Be encouraged that
our School District wants to continue to gather this important
information to better plan curricula, programs and activities as well as
evaluate progress made. That means future decisions will be based on
current infonnation from the students rather than adult guesses and
“national trends."

Active parent consent is a reality in other states too, in fact whenever
federal funds are used to design Safe and Drug Free Schools Programs.
The experience of parents in these communities is encouraging.

Parents look forward to hearing about results and being part of the
solution. That's how schools, parents, families and businesses can work
together to address strengths and weaknesses in the community. The
Anchorage School District will do that through this newspaper, meetings
and reports to schools.

You are encouraged to stay involved with your kids by signing parent
permission forms giving your approval for your child to complete the
survey.

- Judith Bendersky

Anchorage
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HB 70 supports parents' rights Hw I 1INcail

I support passing House Bill 70 to protect my parental rights to give written permission
when itdeals with schools asking my children personal questions. Icannot depend on the
Anchorage School District to guarantee that my children®s right to privacy is protected.
When schools ask students private questions, Iwant to know about itbefore they're

asked.

Itsmy parental right to guide my children as they leam what and how much of
themselves they should divulge and towhom. H’smy parental duty, not the school®s, to
teach values tomy children. It'smy parental responsibility to keep track and monitor what
my children do.

Please support HB 70 so itwill become law. This school district has already shown me
indifference when 1*ve gone to them for help in resolving situations with my children.
What about teaching students so they can get their diplomas, instead of snooping into
private lives? Whose business is itanyway? Help me protect our children®s right to
privacy when we can"t be there to protect them.

This bill was introduced by Rep. Fred Dyson and isheing heard by the Heath, Education
and Social Services Committee. Call your local Legislative Information Office to find out
when. Last Iknew, they would take public testimony on the bill on Thursday. In
Anchorage, call the L10 at 258-8111 and siign up to testify. Also send support by e-mail
to Representative_Frcd _Dyson@legis.state.ak.us.

P.S. I"m an ordinary citizen, 1 don*t work in the health industry, and Idontlive on the
Hillside.

- Frank R. Phillips

Anchorage
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Subject: HB 70 Support
Date: Wed, 14 Apr 1999 18:26:57 -0500
From: Andree McLeod <mcleodak@alaska.net> _
To: Representative Dyson <Representative_Fred Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representaive Fred Dyson,

Thank you for taking the time to protect parent's and family's right to privacy.

It's hard enough raising children without having to worry about goverm. ..t
agencies going into schools behind our backs, intruding in on our children's
privacy and diminishing their study time at school by asking questions

The compromise you have reached in your bill, as | understand it, is to give
annual blanket permission at the time of school registration. Also, parents
will be notified in advance before speciric surveys are administered where
parents can opt to not have their children participate.

Again, thank you for all your efforts on this issue. It has not been easy
dealing with most health professional in this state as they have used their
power to usurp our privacy. But when the Attorney General's office backs the
Administration's position, hopelessness and helplessness abounds for us common
folk. You have truly been a saving grace.

Andree Mcleod

4115199 9:24 AM
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PHHS Block Grant Follow-up

Sut[);'ect: PHHS Block Grant Follow-u
ate: Fri, 18 Sep 1998 10:39:14 -0800
From: "Ray, Glenn S." <GlenR@health.state.ak.us>
To: "Mcleod, Andree” <mtkcdak@alaska.net>
CC: "Carr, Patricia A." <PCarr@health.state.ak.us>,
"Johnson, Mark S." <MarkJ@health.state.ak.us>
"Lowe, Sharon K." <SLOWE@health.state.ak.us>

This note follows our morning telephone conversation of September 18, 1998
in which you asked me for responses to the following three questions.

1. What is the purpose of the Preventive Health and Health Services
(PHHS) Block Grant? According to the Public Health Service Act, Title XIX
Block Grants, section 1904, it reads "...payments made to a State under
section 1903 may be used for: (A) Activities consistent with making

progress toward achieving the objectives established by the Secretary for
the health status of the population of the United Stater for the year 2000.
(B) Preventive health services programs for the control of rodents and for

community and school-based fluoridation programs. (C) Feasibility studies
and planning for emergency medical services systems and the establishment,
expansion and improvement of such systems.... (D) Providing services to
victims of sex offenses and for prevention of sex offenses. (E) With
respect to activities described in any of subparagraphs (A) through (D),
related planning, administration and educational services. (F) Monitoring

and evaluation of activities carried out under any of subparagraphs (A)
through (E).

2. What is the amount of PHHS block grant funds being used for YRBS in
SFY 99°? $64.0 is allocated for support of 1 FTE to implement the YRBS in
SFY 99, The position is placed within the Section of Epidemiology and
located in Anchorage. This $64.0 for YRBS personnel is not included in the
budget that Sharon Lowe reported in response to Rep. Mulder's question
regarding the PHHS block grant because these YRBS funds are used directly by
the Section of Epidemiology and do not pass through the Section of Community
Health ano EMS. The clerical person retrieving block grant budgetary
information for Sharon was not familiar with the block grant and | was in
Anchorage and unavailable to provide Sharon with the correct information,

3. What is the total amount of PHHS block grant funds and what is the
amount of PHHS block grant funds not allocated for any program use in FY 99°?
This question is not easy to answer because, 1) | do not have a final fiscal

report from the EHHS/Division of Administrative Services as to expenditures
charged to the PHHS block grant during state FY 98 and 2) the amount of the
federal FY $9 (FFY 99) PHHS block grant is currently being determined by

Congress. Congress may reduce the total PHHS block grant by 29 million
dollars in FFY 99 which will cause a decrease in the Alaska award by
approximately $106.0. Until there is a final Congressional decision it is

safest to assume that there are no unallocated funds.

If the block grant is awarded in FFY 99 at the same level as the FFY
98 amount this would mean that there would be approximately $100.0
unallocated funds available by July 1, 1999, But, if Congress significantly
reduces the PHHS block grant allocation, even by $50.0 or $60.0, this will
cause a re-evaluation of current funding priorities and it is not possible
to guess at a likely wunallocated amount.

10/20/98 2:07 P)
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Requet* i'or information about YRBS
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Subject: Request for information about YRBS
Date: Fri, 2 Oct 1998 07:03:50 -0800
From: "Ray, Glenn S." <GlenR@health.state.ak.us>
To: *'Mcleod, Andree" <mcleodak@alaska.net>

Ms. Mcleod, you requested information regarding how the Behavioral Risk
Factor Surveillance Survey (BRFSS) is funded.

1. An amount of $73,500 is allocated from the Preventive Health and
Health Services Block Grant for BRFSS. In order to fully fund this program
the state was successful in securing a grant from the Centers of Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) for $87,000 specifically for the implementation

of the BRFSS. This specific CDC grant was awarded for a five-year period
which ends October 30, 1999.

2. Regarding use of the CDC/BFRSS grant, use of funds is determined in
the application process. Funds may only be used for implementation of BRFSS

with final approval by CDC of the state's yearly budget proposal.

From: Andree Mcleod [SMTP:mcleodak@ alaska.net]

<rnniitc : ISIfTP:mcleodafcpAlaska.net] >

Sent: Monday, September 28, 1998 11:32 AM

To: Ray, Glenn §S.

Subject: Re: Response to telephone message

Thank you Ray. | appreciate your help on all this. Myguestion was: other
than the $73, *00 allocated for the adult risk behavioal survey, what other
money goes towards the survey and from where does it come from, I thought |
remember you saying that CDC sends money to the survey through another
grant. What is the total amount of that grant and who decides how that is
spent? Thank you again. "Il try to make it to thetelephone to make that

meeting but prior commitments might supercede.
Ray, Glenn S. wrote:

> You may join the Community Health Promotion Advisory Committee

meeting by

>~ dialing in on the Anchorage number that | previously sent you -
> The operater is likely to ask for your name and location

(community name

>"and then connect you with the other people on line. If there is

751-8000.

Y > difficulty reaching the teleconference operator you can call Eric
reter 2t my office for assistance - 465-3140.

>

> In your phone message there were reveral questions as to grants
from the

> Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the
BehaVI“leRalétkor Surveillance Survey (BRFSS). | will ve happy to supply
,Information that | have in response to your questions but, to help
> accurate as possible | need you to submit your questions in

To
> save. time, this can be done via e-mail to glenr@health.state.ak.us
a-enrffhealth.s;late-..|e.c..> . glenr@

you with
me be as

writing.

10720798 2:10 Ph
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Subjec
date e 16APr 1999 07:12:28 -0800
rQrm Ey ricksan' " <erickson@ @ptial sk&net>
reen gresentatlve Carl Green@ Ie |sstateakus>
vsoE presentative Fred I |s.state.ak u
! |m \Whitaker" Representative Jlm h|t aker (Iusstatea s>,
"Joe Greeq1 r%e resentative. Joe ﬁreen L(]é IS stafe.ak.us>
John Cog Presentatlve John Co | Ie 1S. st te.ak.us>.
~Tom Brice” <Rep esentatlve Tom Brice eglssatea s>
CC: "Mike Ta n?lnen <mtpentl Pet>
"Lisa Torkelson <L|sa Toreson egis.state.ak.us>

Honorable Representatives,

Thank you for passing HB70 out of committee on to the House. | pray that your colleagues will understand the importance of passing tliis
bill as all of you have. 1believe this bill will open many parents eyes to what the government funding school system isdoing to our
children. W h nn parents have to give permission for their children to be exposed to the humiliating and degrading experience of having t©

read and answer the graphic and intrusive question that arc on these government forced school surveys they many decide to get more
involved inwhat the school system isspending their time and our children®s time on.

Thank you again for caring for our children!

Larry Erickson

IMAP://imap.Iagis.statoﬂl%s?fetchwID>IINBOX>
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HB 70 "Public School Surveys"

Subject: HB 70 "Public School Surveys"
Date: Sun, 18 Apr 1999 10:34:18 -0800
From: "[ferrell" <ferrell@alaska.net>
To: <Representative_Fred Dyson@Legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Dyson:

I support the passage of HB 70. The kind of Personal information asked of our students on the Youth Risk Behavior Survey is
alarming. 1 believe that underage, minor children are the chief responsibility of their parents. | empathize with the health care

providers who feel this intimate information isessential to preventing some of ihese high risk behaviors. | believe the statistics
arewell known, knowing the exact numbers is not essertial to helping youth avoid risky behavior. 1would prefer to erron the

side of parental authority. Thank you for your efforts on behal f of Parental Rights.

Sincerely,

Lorraine M. Ferrell

Fairbanks, Alaska

lof1 4/19/99 11:35 AM
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Subiject:
ate: Fr| 16APr 1999 07:12:28 &8
From: Larrv Erick son <erick.son tlaI ska.net>

To: ' reen gresentanve a Green@l Is,state.ak. us>
"Fred Dyson" Representative F vson s ate.ak.us>.
J|mW |taker Rep resentanve J|m Wh |ta e? Is.state.ak.us>.
! reer}] Fe resentatwe Joe Green Eq faea US>,
John og resentative John Coghill ?ISS te.ak.us>.,
"Tom Brice" Rep r sentatlve Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: "Mike Ta rl?lnen" <mtpent| net>
"Lisa Torkelson <L|sa Tor eson@1eg|s state.ak.us>

Honorable Representatives,

Thank you for passing HB70 out of committee on to the House. I pray that your colleagues will understand the importance of passing this
bill as all of you have. I believe this bill will open many parents eyes to what the government funding school system isdoing to our
children. When parents have to give permission for their children to be exposed to die humiliating and degrading experience of having to
read and answer the graphic and intrusive question that are on these government forced school surveys they many decide to get more
involved in what the school system is spending their time and our children™s time on.

Thank you again for caring for our children!

Larry Erickson

IMAP://imap.ISgis.stat% légs7letch>UID>IINBOX>
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Parental Consent

Adopted by Alaska PTA Convention, April 27, 1990
W hereas, Parents are recognized aa the primary educators of their children; and

Whereas, There has kP,enm increase in the number of resting and survey instruments being
used to evaluate our children's attitudes toward school, iheir coping skills, and
their feelings about themselves and their experiences; and

W hereas. Alaska School Law (Chapter 4, Sec. 14.03.110) mandates that questionnaires and
surveys which inquire into the private family affairs of the student which are nota
matter of public record require written permission from the student’s parent or
guardian before they may be administered; and

W hereas. The Protection of Pupil Rights Act (20 U.S. Code 1232h) states that no student
shall be required to take pan in psychiatric or psychological examinations, testing,
or treatment in which the primary purpose is to reveal private information,
without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an adult or emancipated
minor), or in the case of uncmancipatcd minors, without the prior written consent
of the parern; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Alaska PTA supports strict adherence by all Alaska school districts to
Federal and State laws requiring written, informed parental consent for both
elementary and secondary students prior to the administration of the above
described attitude surveys and tests.

Rationale

Inan attempt to assess the needs of children, some school districts have developed a number uf
testing and survey instruments which measure the affective area of a child's being. These
instruments attempt to measure things such as locus of control, attitude toward school, general
self-esteem, academic self-esteem, social interaction, coping with stress and anxiety skills, health
habits, and identification with school. In many cases, teachers, school psychologists, and
administrators discuss and analyze results among themselves and with students, out not with
parents. Students have been encouraged to dialogue with teachers about their feelings in regard
to affective testing instruments, but parents have not generally been included.

Specific written parental consent forms are often utilized at the elementary level, but hardly ever
at the secondary level.

High school students who are taking health classes or AIDS curricula are often required to take
attitudes surveys dealing with feelings toward AIDS, homosexuals, sexual feelings, and sexual
behavior. These surveys fall under fie "Protection of Pupil Rights" federal statute and require
written parental consent

Clarification of and adherence to Federal and State statutes is required of all school districts in
the State of Alaska. Psychological probing and surveying should not be done withoutparental

consentand knowledge.
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The Alaska PTA, the state’s largest child advocacy
organization representing almost 16,000 members,
follows the lead of the National PTA in_support of
the Youth Risk Behavior Surveys (YRBS).

The Alaska PTA delegates stated their concern
about the health, safety and welfare of Alaska’s
children at our 1998 Issues Conference. The results
ofthe survey w ill assist state and local agencies to
plan and implement school health programs.

We encourage the parents to be informed and
involved in these efforts_andapplaud-the-------

methodology of collection QTfhfi..data-that-alfows..

anonymity for the participants.

The Alaska PTA is pleased to support and
cooperate with the Alaska’s Departments o fHealth

and Education.

Sincerely,

Paula Pawlowski,
Alaska PTA President

cc Tammy Green, Dept of Health & Human Services
Bob Chiistal. Superintendent Anchorage School District
Harriet Drummond, Chair, Anchorage School Board Association
Diane Ettcr. President, Anchorage Council PTAS
Ginger Jenkinson, Region 1V, Alaska PTA Board of Managers
Peggy Brown. Health & Safety Chair, Alaska PTA Board of
Managers

phon €lfaMeo7-279-9345

Emaili 4k _officeOpld.org

P,03



CSHB 70 (RLS)AM

Subdect' CSHB 70 (RLSg)AM
ate: Thu, 13 May 1999 13:41:29 +0000
From: Charles Hubbard <chubbard@a|aska net>
T0: Sentor_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us
CC. Senator_Loren Leman legis.state.ak.us, Senator Mike Miller@legis.state.ak.us,
Senator Drue Pearce@legis.state.ak.us, Senator Johnny Ellis@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Fred son@le is.state.ak.Us
Representative_Norm_Rokeber @Ie gis State.ak.us
Representative” Mary'Kapsneré eqis.state.ak.us, Representative_Eric_Croft@legis state.ak.us

Dear Senator Kelly and Members of the Rules Committee:

| am writing today to request that HB 70 (An act relating to questionnaires
or surveys administered in public schools) be passed out of the Senate
Rules Committee for Senate floor action prior to adjournment next week

There has been a flurry of activity against this bill by DOE and DH&SS.
Both Departments are quite willing to allow "passive" parent permission
in response to administering the Youth Risk Behavior Survey. Passive

permission means that if the school doesn’'t hear a "yes" or "no" from the
parents, then it's O0K.

Parents have become the bad guys, because parents are requesting that
"active" parent permission be obtained prior to administering the surveys

to their children. Active permission means that if there is no written
response from parents (either a yes or no), then the child does not
participate. What is so wrong with asking parents to state in writing a
"yes” or "no" response to the question of letting their children participate
in this survey? Parents are asked to actively give permission for or to
participate in almost everything else that involves their children in school
or in the classroom.

Actually the YRBS is just a catalyst to another larger problem. There are
other surveys and questionnaires being given to children that the parents
sometimes find out about and, | think, sometimes they don't. There have

been some cases where the administration of a school doesn't even know
about questionnaires being given to students in their own school

Personally, | would rather have knowledge about what is being given to my
children or any children, before they are asked to participate. | would also
like to see what I'm paying for. | would like to know why any questionnaire

is necessary, of what good are the results, how are the results going to be
used and is this so necessary that it takes away instruction time from
every student in the class.

These are questions that every parent should be asking, including many of
you. If you don't currently have children in school, maybe you have nieces
or nephews in school. You might have close friends that have children in
school. School is a time for instruction and learning. Taking surveys and

questionnaires might not be a part of the instruction and learning process.
If they aren't, then parents should be given the ™"active" right to say "yes"
or "no". A parent's right to participate in the classroom education process

should not be abridged.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of my comments.
Sincerely,

Dee Hubbard

4251 Pinnacle Circle
Anchorage, AK 99504
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Saturday, January 26, 2002

| 1lem Mhkkai
HEART OF THE MATTER

Schools snoop for scandal

By Ellen Makkai
© 2002 WorldNetDaily.com

What happened to readin’ and writin' and 'rithmetic? Today students are being grilled like delinquents
about non-academics such as sex, drugs and hooch.

Invasive school surveys ask students if they drink, smoke, snort or steal. Are their parents political,
abusive, divorced or dead? Do they believe in God, hell and heaven? Have they ever been bullied,
pregnant, arrested or raped? Do they floss, bike orjog? Are they fat, skinny or Suicidal? Do they have
sex, hobhies or a gun?

Never are they asked if they are embarrassed by the questions. Nor are they read their Miranda rights.

School, government and psychology confederates seem pathologically compelled to guinea pliJg our Kids.
(Questionnaires arrive from groups like the Centers for Disease Control, Weekly Reader, the U.S.
Department ofEducation, the Kaiser Family Foundation and National Parents Commission.

Government and Brivate %rants seduce districts into using these student interrogations, which are then
used to convince benefactors that districts need help - the bigger the problems, the bigger the prize.

"If a district proves itselfto be in rough enough shage,“ financial faucets open, says Edward Freeland,
associate director of the Survey Research Center at Princeton University. "Consequently, surveys contain

some bizarre questions.”

Not only are questions hizarre, many are offensive. And parents seldom know Junior is spilling the
beans, says family advocate Brad Dacus, president of the non-profit Pacific Justice Institute.

Organizations hope data will translate into programs that preemptively squelch a myriad of social evils.

But do they? Principal Frank DeAngelis said the Columbine killers projected no criminal indicators at
school before their rampage.

1of3 3/26/2002 11:.09 AM
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Also, data is compromised. A 12-year-old New Jerserzjokester confided he morphed into an 13-year-old
Chinese girl on his survey. Another supposedly had 12 sex partners in a week.

Anonymity isn't guaranteed because some schools pre-labeled polls or have kids sign names. Teacher
integrity IS questioned - they snoop, say enraged Oregonians, whose kids responded to the Values

Appraisal Scale.

|f school boards and Iegislators don't halt the practice, students will continue to slog through surveys,
exposing family ills and ids to the scrutiny of strangers.

"Notification and permission slips are so vague, no one suspects what's h_aﬁpening,“ says parent Carole
Nunn, whose complaint prompted recent New Jersey state legislation. With any hint ofa survey,

"parents need to read them and opt kids out."

New Jersey's law states that students cannot be quizzed on personal issues unless parents give informed
written consent. It is the only state to do so.

The new federal education reform bill tried for similar protection. Groups like the American
Psi/]chologlcal Association - worried parents would deny them access to their kids - lobbied successfully

to have it diluted.

"If you could eliminate an entire race, would you? Which one?" a Bettendorf, lowa, survey asked in
1992. Youngsters get details on oral sex in one question on the CDC's 1999 Youth Risk Behavior
Surveys %Nen to grades seven to 12. Another lists street names where illegal drugs are sold and asks
which substances respondents have sampled.

Dr. Freeland wonders if such questions nudge kids to explore behavior noted in the questions
themselves. "There is no data about the potential harm rendered," he says. This begs the question; Does
negative scrutiny send negative sqnals?_ls a child's self-perception damaged when respected adults deem
it necessary to quiz her on immoral and illegal conduct? "We need to look at these factors," says Dr.

Freeland.

Ask me; Lknow. | am a refugee of childhood phrsical and psychological inquisitions. My psychiatrist
father saw me as a handy specimen for perpetual analysis.

| was a "polio pioneer," testing the Salk vaccine in the early '50s. Rorschach inkblots probed my psyche.
As a humiliated 11-year-old, I'was photographed in my underpants at school for posture screening.
Intermingled throughout was a psychiatric couch.

| wondered what acute personal flaws prompted the unceasing assessments.

When | taught 30 years ago, family sovereignty was honored, except in uni?ue crises. Students
concentrated on academics, athletics and the arts. Today, educators must refocus on that original

scholastic mandate.
And ditch the ignoble school survey, which is little more than a sociological strip search.

Ellen Makkai began writing columns 16 years ago in response to what she perceived as the moral and
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Members o f the House HESS Committee

Re: HB 408

We would agprec_iate your giving this measure very critical consideration.
While the 0 {ec_tlve of the school districts seems laudible enough, that

is, having sufficient information tojustify federal grant requests, the
|ootent|al for abuse by school districts and the patent ahility within the
an_?uage ofthe proposed hill to circumvent parental desire for their
children not to participate in personal surveys or questionaires makes it
very inappropriate to change the procedures placed in statute only three

years ago.

Three years ago, the Legislature adopted a comprehensive method for school
districts to conduct surveys and questionaires that balanced the interest
ofthe schools to have information with the parents' rights to review and
refuse participation in surveys or questionaires that they felt delved into
personal family matters which they did not want documented.

This office is concerned that these surveys can, and in other places do,
probe into family health issues, religious practices, student
participation in out o fschool activities and other matters well beyond the
purvue of student education.

We do not categorically oppose surveys or questionaires of any kind, but we
do believe that It is essential for parents to have adequate notice of

these surveys and the ability to review them and consider whether their
tchklld should participate in them before the survey or questionaire is

aken.

We favored the 1999 legislation because it placed the burden on the school
district to notify parents and obtain affirmative permission to include

students in the study. The proposed legislation reverses the burden and

makes it incumbent upon parents to know when surveys might be administered,
to make inquiry as to the content, purpose, etc. of the surveys and then to
notify of their denial of permission.

It is inappropriate and impractical to expect parents to be constantly
inquiring of the school as whether they are contemplating a survey. This
legislation gives school districts too much latitude to presume permission
and conduct invasive studies without any parental awareness.

We would be most grateful in you would include these concerns in your
review of this legislation.

Yours cordially,
Richard L. Block

Richard L. Block
907 562 5183

t
Christian Science Committee on Puwication (A d.f.) 8773305183
for the State of Alaska

907 562 5187 .

360 W. Benson Blvd., Suite 301 (c)
akcompub@sinbad.net

Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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IS PASSIVE CONSENT “CONSENT"
A key issue in the passive consent debate revolves around the number of parents who

would have refused if active consent had been used. Ellickson a” Hawes. (19S9) through
extensive follow-up with parents from both active and passive consent procedures, found that
failure to return a form is considerably more likelv to reflect latent consent than latent re{usal.
Specifically, Ellickson and Hawes found that when parents who were informed via passive
consent were asked about their decision for their child to participate or not. the great majority of
parents (87%) said that yes, they had received the materials, understood them, and decided to
allow their child to participate. Research indicates that carefully designed passive consent
methods can avoid the negative consequences of active consent while ensuring that parents
receive the consent materials, pay attention to them, and have sufficient time to refuse
participation. Additionally, Catalona (1994) also found failure to return asigned active consent
form is more likely to reflect apathy or inertia than objection to the research. Strasburger (1998)
believes active parental consent requires overly stringent informed consent procedures,

especially when applied to anonymous confidential surveys.

COST OF ACTIVE CONSENT VERSUS PASSIVE CONSENT

In a study of two schools, Ellickson and Hawes (1989) examined refusal rate associated
with active and passive consent procedures. They found that in the school requiring passive
consent 93% of the students participated, compared to 86% in the schools requiring active
consent. One might assume that 86% participation is quite good for active consent, but it came
at a high cost in terras of time and money. Three mailings, at least two follow-up phone calls to
all non-respondents, two special parent meetings and daily reminders by classroom teacher to
students to return their forms were the efforts needed to obtain an 86% participation rate.

Ellickson and Hawes estimated that for a sample of 7,500 students, active consent would cost
2
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Solution to

By ANDR MCCLOUD

Here are the top 10 reasons why
people should u. ."ax legislators in sup—
port of House Bill 70, “An art relating to
questionnaires or suiveys administered
inpublic schools.”

1Defend and protect privacy.

Hie Alaska Constitution states, The
right of the people to privacy is recog—
nized and shall not be infringed upon."
Parents are legally responsible for their
children, who they send to school with an
understanding that theyMl be taught to
read, write and do math. Anything done
outside those parameters cannot be done
without parents’ prior knowledge. School
administrator.”, teachcrff.and parents
work extremely hard at maintaining this
fragileand sensitive mutual trust. Violat—
ing this trust has a chilling effect on this
all-loo-important partnership.

2,Ensure parents’right toknow.

Existing state law says that parents
must provide written permiivion before a
school may hand out surveys dealing
with "private family affairs.”Bureaucrats
in the Alaska Health and Social Services
department find this phrase ambiguous.
With legal opinions in hand challenging
the meaning of the phrase, they have
proceeded this past school year to insidi—
ausly, and in a stealth-like manner, ad—
minister surveys to students in 26 out of
28 school districts without getting prior
written consent from parents. The sur—
veys consisted of extremely private ques—
tions dealing with a student’ personal
behavior outsido of school. (Anchorage
Superintendent Bob Christa) did not per—
mi't the surveys in the Anchorage School
District, so students here were not ha—
rassed with these invaBive surveys.)
HB70 adds the word "personal’ to the ex—
isting state jaw. which hppefullv will dis—
pel future confhsion on the pan of*health
department officials.

3. Clarify the term “written
permission.”

The hill stresses the type of permis—
sion schools must obtain Pefore handing
out surveys. Parents will decide to give or
deny permission, inwriting, at the time
they register their child about whether
they want their child to answer personal
questions in anonymous surveys. For
non-anonymous surveys, the school must
contact parents and obtain additional
written permission at least two weeks
prior to adninistering them.

school

survey

. <ewcomictoom
.. And'l do_hereby begueath my
two tickets to ‘Slur Wars: Episode I'—
The Phantom Menace' to ... ®

4. Stop erosion of academic
time.

Surveys dealing with personal behav—
iors detract from the important task of
leaming. Parents who dontwant their
children wasting time on surveys firally
have a say in the matter. One potential
result of 1-1B70 will be to indulge stu—
dents with leamning matters of academic
substance instead of diminishing their
educational opportunities.

5. Allow parents opportunity
to accept rights and responsibili—
ties.

Parents can exercise their right duty
and responsibility to teach children about
privacy issues and when, how ;»d t©
whom children should divulge privnte in—
formation.

6. Make parents account—
able.

Tho governor®s children®s agenda is
admirable in its intent t curb the abuse
of children. However, most parents do
follow the rules and dont break these
lans. In the state™6 quest to find the peo—
ple who violate child abuse laws, great
can: should be taken tono® dilute person—
al and ciml likerties of innocent people.
Those fighting the war against abuse
must look with a broader view and recog—
nize that many Alaskan families lead
functional Iives. Most parents do know
what isbest lor their children and 6trive
todo hotter by them without government
intervertion.
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iIssue at hand

7. Efficient government.

State health cficiah
native methods for information gather- ;
ing. Why survey each child?How abouta 1
stratified sample of the population?-Or =
obtaining real, hand numbers fry.survey-’
ing health clinics and phyeicu”~who
compile patient snd service weorils?
Health eaucators have told  that the®
*key-determinant™ method of collecting
data ienot only more accurate but cheap—
er. Its our money paying far.all this pry*
ing, afterall.

8. Stimulate community in—
volvement.

HB70 encourages communities and
groups to start talking with young citi—
zens. Sitkas Teen Center is in the fore—
front of this by initiating a program
bringing adults and childrbn together,
outside of school, tn speak about issues
important in maintaining n healthy and
risk-freecommurdtv.

9. Track public health spend—
ing*

The controversy surrounding the bill
should send a red flag to the Legislature
1o initiate a full and complete audit of
public health and education funds used
in this state, The reason for the intense
lobbying efforts™ bv health officials ap —
pears to have more to do with perpetuat—
ing their own welfare than that of the
children. Bringing about accountability
of public funds will guide the Legislature
and inform taxpayers, who want toknow
where all the money isgoing.

10. The government’ right to
know does not supercede the
right to privacy of Alaskan fami—
lies.

Legislators are told that mainstream
-Alaskan parents don T really object to the
way schools cchiv.irt V' : =
u parent, 1 have strong feelingsudoui oe-
in«put in n taxira: position, lobbying leg—
islators to demand state health officials
abide to the intent of the law (1979
House Joumal), as students are used as
guinea pigs to generate money from the
feds, behind the back ofparents.

Moose support die survey hill by con—
tacting the sponsor, Rep. Fred Dyson, as
soon as you can. Phone: (907) 465-2199;
Fax: (907) 465-4587; e-mail: Representa-
tive fYed Pysonxfllegis_Ktate.ak.ui;

Andree MrClood of Anchonw t», omone oilier

thirijru. a ttmeemod parent and un unnbuehed
I'itiri'tv;' Havncuie.
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Schools snoop for scandal

By Ellen Makkai
© 2002 WorldNetDaily.com

What happened to readin' and writin' and 'rithmetic? Today students are being grilled like delinquents
about non-academics such as sex, drugs and hooch.

Invasive school surveys ask students if they drink, smoke, snort or steal. Are their parents political,
abusive, divorced or dead? Do they believe in God, hell and heaven? Have they ever been bullied,
pregnant, arrested or raped? Do they floss, bike orjog? Are they fat, skinny or suicidal? Do they have

sex, hobbies or a gun?
Never are they asked if they are embarrassed by the questions. Nor are they read their Miranda rights.

School, government and psychology confederates seem pathologically compelled to quinea pig our kids.
(D)uestlonnalres arrive from groups Tike the Centers for Disease Control, Weekly Reader, the U.S.
epartment ofEducation, the Kaiser Family Foundation and National Parents Commission.

Gjvemment and Brivate ?rants seduce districts into using these student interrogations, which are then
used to convince benefactors that districts need help - the bigger the problems, the bigger the prize.

"If a district proves itselfto be in rough enough shaBeJ" financial faucets open, says Edward Freeland,
associate director of the Survey Research Center at Princeton University. "Consequently, surveys contain

some hizarre questions.”

Not only are questions bizarre, many are offensive. And parents seldom know Junior is spilling the
beans, says family advocate Brad Dacus, president of the non-profit Pacific Justice Institute.

Organizations hope data will translate into programs that preemptively squelch a myriad of social evils,

But do they? Principal Frank DeAngelis said the Columbine killers projected no criminal indicators at
school before their rampage.
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Also, data is compromised. A 12-year-old New Jerse 2jokester confided he morphed into an 18-year-old
Chinese girl on his survey. Another supposedly had 1Z sex partners in a week.

Anonymity isn't guaranteed hecause some schools pre-labeled polls or have kids sign names. Teacher
integrity is questioned - they snoop, say enraged Oregonians, whose kids responded to the Values

Appraisal Scale.

|f school boards and Ie%islators don't halt the practice, students will continue to slog through surveys,
exposing family ills and ids to the scrutiny of strangers.

"Notification and permission slips are o vague, no one suspects what's h_aﬁpening," says parent Carole
Nunn, whose complaint prompted recent New Jersey state legislation. With any hint of a survey,
"parents need to read them and opt kids out."

New Jersey's law states that students cannot be quizzed on personal issues unless parents give informed
written consent. It is the only state to do so.

The new federal education reform bill tried for similar protection. Groups like the American
tPs;r/]chol(_)gu;al Association - worried parents would deny them access to their kids - lobbied successfully
0

ave it diluted.

"|f 9you could eliminate an entire race, would you? Which one?" a Bettendorf, lowa, Survey asked in
1992. Youngsters get details on oral sex in one question on the CDC's 1999 Youth Risk Behavior
Surveys given to grades seven to 12. Another lists street names where illegal drugs are sold and asks
which’substances respondents have sampled.

Dr. Freeland wonders if such questions nudge kids to explore behavior noted in the questions
themselves. "There is no data about the potential harm rendered," he says. This begs the question: Does
negative scrutiny send negative sqnals?_ls a child's self-perception damaged when res?ec ed adults deem
it necessary to quiz her on immoral and illegal conduct? "We need to look at these factors," says Dr.

Freeland,

Ask me; | know. | am a refugee of childhood physical and psychological inquisitions. My psychiatrist
father saw me as a handy specimen for pegpetual analysis.

| was a "polio pioneer," testing the Salk vaccine in the early '50s. Rorschach inkblots probed my psyche.
As a humiliated 11-year-old, I'was photographed in my underpants at school for posture screening.
Intermingled throughout was a psychiatric couch.

| wondered what acute personal flaws prompted the unceasing assessments.

When | taught 30 years ago, family sovereignty was honored, except in uni?ue crises. Students
concentrated on academics, athletics and the arts. Today, educators must refocus on that original

scholastic mandate.
And ditch the ignoble school survey, which is little more than a sociological strip search,

Ellen Makkai began writing columns 16 years ago in response to what she perceived as the moral and
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Talk Points HB 408 N
& No Requirement to inform the student so they know they may refuse to participate i
Mo requirement of“how?" the parentfyuardian will be informed in writing S4COMA-v /)
-%omethlgng given to student?
-By mail’
-T%lis bill puts in place the system that failed to notify parents that they could give
animal nermissjpn-  Didn"twork then — won’twork now!
All about fnonev--n5t kias — pressure from health department desperate for dough.
Fed. Law says you cannot disqualified for not ?ettmg_parental permission
There are numerous sources for much of the information sought. Police records, attendance
records, teacher surveys, parents.. - o
School districts did not do alLto get permission under existing law.
PTA not even informed ﬁlzetter) _
Nothmg on District or EED web sites

Now they canask any kid any question  any time at any age!!!

Educators and administrator - say “pubicty 1've got to support this, butpersonaiy | am against it
| donotwantmy child to even know these questions exist until we the parents decide it is

appropriate”.

8_uestions are educational tools. Most of us ask questions to make points... - Surveys are no
ifferent. Questions are used by teachers every day to teach— questions educate even if they are

not for that purpose.

( 1« School and Government as substitute parent!-we have been in a 40 year trend to pressure schools
to make up for failed homes — so called * mission creep”— this distorts and blurs education -and
it doesn’t work. We want children to have all of the Assets we can give them-— but we must not

set heavy-handed policy that invades family privacy.
This bill asks you to remove the mandate that parentffaH'control what “non academic” issues their

*

|f you want to encoura%e Nanny Government Schools to expand its roll into the lives ofkids and
families then vote for this -Invasion of Privacy and families.

| have never talked to an educator who did not know that there is clearly>defmite, positive
correlation between academic success and a solid family. There are many assets, this is no doubt
the most prominent asset a kid can have— This bill invades the privacy of these solid families and
can harm the very thing that is producing success— families.

Helping Kids _ _
-kids get help one at a time not in clumps _ o _
-Agtgre?atehd%a might help design remedial behaviors modification programs but does little for a
particular chi _ . _ o
-Any good teacher knows there is no real anonymity in a classroom — no requirement in this bill
for anonymity. |f there were real protection— HB 408 would at least require testing in large

groups.
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SCITE-
20 USC sec. 1232h 01/02/01
LXPCITE-

TITLE 20 - EDUCATION

CHAPTER 31 - GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING EDUCATION

SUBCHAPTER Il - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND CONDITIONS CONCERNING
OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS: GENERAL

AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY

Part 4 - Records; Privacy; Limitation on Withholding Federal Funds

Sec. 1232h. Protection of pupil rights

-STATUTE-

(a) Inspection of instructional materials by parents or guardians

All instructional materials, including teacher's manuals, films,
tapes, or other supplementary material which will be used in
connection with any survey, analysis, or evaluation as part of any K

applicable program shall be available for inspection by the parents
or guardians of the children.
(b) Limits on survey, analysis, or evaluations
No student shall be required, as part of any applicable program,
to submit to a survey, analysis, or evaluation that reveals
information concerning
(1) political affiliations;
(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing
to the student or his family;
(3) sex behavior and attitudes;
(4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning
behavior;
(5) critical appraisals of other individuals with whom

respondents have close family relationships;
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(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships,
such as those of lawyers, physicians, and ministers; or
(7) income (other than that requiz.-id by law to determine
eligibility for participation in a p/ogram or for receiving
financial assistance under such program),
without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an
adult or emancipated minor), or in the case of an unemancipated
minor, without the prior written consent of the parent.
(c) Notice
Educational agencies and institutions shall give parents and
students effective no' <ce of their rights under this section.
(d) Enforcement
The Secretary shall take such action as the Secretary determines
appropriate to enforce this section, except that action to
terminate assistance provided under an applicable program shall be
taken only if the Secretary determines that
(1) there has been a failure to comply with such section; and
(2) compliance with such section cannot be secured by voluntary
means.
(e) Office and review board
The Secretary shall establish or designate an office and review
board within the Department of Education to investigate, process,
review, and adjudicate violations of the rights established under
this section.
-SOURCE-
(Pub. L. 90-247, title IV, Sec. 445, formerly Sec. 439, as added
pub. L. 93-380, title V, Sec. 514(a), Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 574;
amended Pub. L. 95-561, title X II, Sec. 1250, Nov. 1, 1978, 92
Stat. 2355; Pub. L. 103-227, title X, Sec. 1017, Mar. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 268; renumbered Sec. 445, Pub. L. 103-382, title Il, Sec.
212(b)(L), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3913.)
-MISC1I-
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PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 445 of Pub. L. 90-247 was classified to section

1233d of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103-382.

AMENDMENTS
1994 - Pub. L. 103-227 amended section generally, substituting in
subsec. (a), provisions relating to inspection of instructional
materials by parents or guardians for similar provisions, in
subsec. (b), provisions relating to Ilimits on survey, analysis, or
evaluations for provisions relating to psychiatric or psychological
examinations, testing, or treatment, and adding subsecs, (c) to

(e)

1978 - Pub. L. 95-561 designated existing provisions as subsec.

(a) and added subsec. (b).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 95-561 effective Oct. 1, 1978, see section

1530(a) of Pub. L. 95-561, set out as a note under section 1221le-3

of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE
Section 514(b) of Pub. L. 93-380 provided that: ''The amendment
made by subsection (a) (enacting this section) shall be effective

upon enactment of this Act (Aug. 21, 1974)."1

Search 1JSC. About Database. Download USC. Classification Tallies. Codification
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CITE-
20 USC sec. 12321 01/02/01
CEXPCITE-

TITLE 20 - EDUCATION
CHAPTER 31 - GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING EDUCATION
SUBCHAPTER 11l - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS .AND CONDITIONS CONCERNING

OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS: GENERAL

AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY

Part 4 - Records; Privacy; Limitation on Withholding Federal Funds
-HEAD-

Sec. 1232i. Limitations on withholding of Federal assistance
-STATUTE-

(a) Refusal to supply personal data on students or families

Except as provided in section 1232¢g(b)(1)(D) of this title, the
refusal of a State or local educational agency or institution of
higher education, community college, school, agency offering a
preschool program, or other educational institution to provide
personally identifiable data on students or their families, as a
part of any applicable program, to any Federal office, agency,
department, or other third party, on the grounds that it
constitutes a violation of the right to privacy and confidentiality
of students or their parents, shall not constitute sufficient
grounds for the suspension or termination of Federal assistance.
Such a refusal shall also not constitute sufficient grounds for a
denial of, a refusal to consider, or a delay in the consideration
of, funding for such a recipient in succeeding fiscal years. I'n
the case of any dispute arising under this section, reasonahle
notice and opportunity for a hearing shall be afforded the

applicant.

(b) Noncompliance with nondiscrimination provisions of Federal lav;
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The extension of Federal financial assistance to a local
educational agency may not be limited, deferred, or terminated by
the Secretary on the ground of noncompliance with title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 u.s.c. 20000 €t BeQ.) Or anv Other
nondiscrimination provision of Federal law unless such agency is
accorded the right of due process of law, which shall include

(1) at least 30 days prior written notice of deferral to the
agency, setting forth the particular program or programs which
the Secretary findB to be operated in noncompliance with a
specific provision of Federal law;

(2) the opportunity for a hearing on the record before a duly
appointed administrative law judge within a 60-day period (unless
such period is extended by mutual consent of the Secretary and
such agency) from the commencement of any deferral

(3) the conclusion of such hearing and the rendering of a
decision on the merits by the administrative law judge within a

rT] period not to exceed 90 days from the commencement of such

hearing, unless the judge finds by a decision that such hearing
cannot be concluded or such decision cannot be rendered within
such period, in which case such judge may extend such period for
not to exceed 60 additional days

(4) the limitation of any deferral of Federal financial
assistance which may be imposed by the Secretary to a period not
to exceed 15 days after the rendering of such decision unless
there has been an express finding on such record that such agency
has failed to comply with any such nondiscrimination provision of
Federal law; and

(5) procedures, which shall be established by the Secretary, to
ensure the availability of sufficient funds, without regard to
any fiscal year limitations, to comply with the decision of such
judge.

(¢c) Failure to comply with imposition of quotas
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unlawful for the Secretary to defer or limit any
assistance on the baris of any failure to comply
imposition of quotas (or any other numerical requirements
effect of imposing quotas) on the student admission
institution of higher education or community

Federal financial assistance

title IV, Sec. 446, formerly Sec. 440, as added
title V, Sec. 5!5(a), Aug. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 574

94-482, title IV, Sec. 407, 408, Oct. 12, 1976, 90

renumbered Sec. 446 and amended Pub. L. 103-382,

212(b)(1), (3)(C), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3913.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT
Act of 1964, referred to in subsec. (b), is Pub.

1964, 78 Stat. 241, as amended. Title VI of the

of 1964 is classified generally to subchapter V
seq.) of chapter 21 of Title 42, The Public Health
complete classification of this Act to the Code,

note set out under section 2000a of this title and

PRIOR PROVISIONS

446 of Pub. L. 90-247 was classified to section

prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103-382

AMENDMENTS

(a). Pub. L. 103-382, Sec. 212(b)(3)(C), made
amendment to reference to section 1232¢g(b)(1l)(D) of this

renumbering of corresponding section of original

94-482 designated existing provisions as subsec

subsecs, (b) and (c).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT
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Amendment by Pub. L. 94-482 effective 30 days aft~.'™ Oct. 12
1976, except either as specifically otherwise provided or, if not
so specifically otherwise provided, effective July 1, 1976, for
those amendments providing for authorization of appropriations, see
section 532 of Pub. L. 94-482, set out as a note under section 1001
of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section 515(b) of Pub. L. 93-380 provided that: ''The amendment

made by subsection (a) (enacting this section) shall be effective

upon enactment of this Act (Aug. 21, 1974)."1

Search USC. About Database. Download USC. Classification Tables. Codification
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Sectional Analysis HB 408

Section 1: Repeals and rewrites a AS 14.03.110(a) thereby changing existing statute to
allow 1) anonymous surveys without written permission. 2) It also removes a prohibition

about questions that inquire into personal or private affairs.

Section 2: Repeals and rewrites 14.03.110(b) thereby it: D removes the section that allows
the school district to get annual permission (for anonymous surveys) from the parents, and,
2) removes the requirement to notify parents 2 weeks before a survey. These two concepts

are replaced with a requirement that each student's parent shall be unity

to submit... denial of permission.

Section 3: Repeals and rewrites 14.03.110(c) thereby 1) removing the requirement for
written permission and. 2) the requirement for a two week notice for non-anonvmous
surveys. These two concepts are replaced with a requirement for at least two weeks
written notice of the right to (I'dn torden yperm Ission . No direction is given on what
should be done with the written notice other than the school "shall provide" it. (The intent of
this section could be technically satisfied with a posting on a "parent's bulletin board"” in some

remote corner of the school)

Section 4: Repeals and rewrites 14.03.110(d) The only significant change is that the written
notice that must be "provided" to parents is defined to include directions for permission for
taking the survey (which would not be needed if this bill was to pass) or for denial of

permission.

Section 5: Amends 14.03.110(d) to require the parent to take the initiative to provide written

denial of permission
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Mail Stop 3101 Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

MEMORANDUM February 18. 2002
SUBJECT: Public school questionnaires - HB 408
TO: Representative Con Bunde
Attn: Karen Ii.
FROM: Michael F. Ford # /
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summarY ofa bill should not be considered
an authoritative mterf)re_tanon of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its
contents. |f you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set
of circumstances, please advise.

Section L. Prohibits a public school student bein? %iven a school questionnaire or survey
unless written permission is obtained from the student's parent or IePaI guardian, or the
questionnaire or survey is anonymous or concerns a matter of public record or public

observation.

Section 2. Provides that for an anonymous school questionnaire or surver written
permission is not required, but the student's parent or legal guardian must get the
opportunity to deny permission to take the questionnaire or survey.

Section 3. Requires that for Pur_poses of a school questionnaire or survey under
AS 14.03.110(a) or (b), the school district must provide a parent or legal guardian at least
two weeks written notice of the right to ?ran or deny permission to take the school
questionnaire or survey, before it is administered.

Section 4. Specifies the contents of the written notice required to be given a parent or
legal guardian, regarding a school district questionnaire or survey.

Section 5. Provides that a student's parent or legal %uardian_may refuse to allow
participation in a specific school questionnaire or survey by submitting written denial of
permission for the student's participation.

MFF:med
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méeSs-

Attitudes and Behaviors

Your answers on this questionnaire will bo kept strictly ccnflctanfifil. DO NOT pus your
name on this forrn. It hes no coda numbors, go no one will bo ebb t0find out how you or
anyone clad onoworod. Your eohool will recalve a rapors Hint comblnaa many attic" (to’
enevvere together. Therefore, no orso will be ebla to connect your answers with your muite.

This Is NOt a teat you tek® for cctiooi gradca. You aro Juat bolno eakoG to toll ahoi
youraelf, your experiences, end your toolings. Please bhe m honest cd you ciiut

Please note-l
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1. How old era you?
0 1f oryounger )
VI % 17 e.Beingreilfc!:--:
%O spiritual.
0 roidor

10, Helping to ew'v>

O mple\ o g | aratceatsd fttlriy. .,
O 11.Casing to knowy |
2. Vftat (« your grotfe Inschool? pwrptowhoere
0ali %f.md'fferentrace :
Oem o, HIMLISM A
0 Tth la. Speaking up for'
Owh Oduality (everﬁone
ithouki have tho
earno ilglrte giud
= 3.Whetltsyour boh? cppmrtunttico) Q... (R~ (O 0 0
%ﬁ] 0 Male 0 Female 13. Giving Umo or
monay to make )
an life better for L
/j. How tlo you describe yourself? if more than one, otherpooplo Q (O R— 0 0 s 0
merit oaoh that applies to you, 14. Doing what | .
0 American Indian believe la right '
0 Aslan or Pacific Islander (for example, Cambodian, even lfmyfrlanda <
Hmong, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, Vietnamese) mjtkOfun of mo ... Q e 0 (O (O J— 0
0 Black or African Amorlcan 15. Standing up for
0 Hispanic, Latino or Lntlna (for oxumplo, Cuban American, what | bolipvi?,
MaxIcan American, Puerto Rican, or otiior Latin American) even when It's .
0 Whito unFopuIartodo 00.Q (R 0 0. 0
18, Telling the truth,
oven when It'u not
b &d]"0>.ofi.tho' gttpdtton* in-this survey ttk fihbusyou” 10} 0 s (S 0 (S 0
eirrveyf. “pantrntft’ (and. efathesn,.osi: 17, Accepting
tsu, the .gdulto vjfto o> now- rtjovi;! rucponslblllty for
k B could *x».terp*$trp my acttonw when ?
* g » you HVfr.ifii | make @ mistake
De orgotIntroubio ... 0 0 v 0 o 0 0
mis 10. Doing my basteven r !
Er3 5. Which orra of tho following basf tfcocrlbao your when lhavotodo
dd  family? odobldon'tlko ...Q 0 00 0
va 0 | Howith two parents.
HQ 01 HwoIna one-parent family with my mother,

KOt 0 IHwina ooc-pnront family with my father.
0 Sometimes | livo with my mothor and sometimes with

KM my father.
ﬁ% . _ is. On &naverage e-choo) cny, ©bout how much time do you
How Important Is each of the following to you In your life? spend doing homeworkouteldo of echool?
EZ*S Mark on© onawor for each. 0 Non®© 0 1 hour
rodist Koo Oiftt fekiooV 0 Hall hour or i09s 0 *ho--
83) _ U.ijtf'ﬁ"wrt oI St Important ngs?trt%t O Botwoon halfan hourand O 3 hours or mom
n=3 6. Helping other an hour
PiSPIC o O i 0 s Q Jrrrn 0 Q
0® 7, Helping toraduoo * ' 'J
hwigar and poverty . 20. what grades do you earn in bcinjod?
«jj In Uvevroftd......... 0 0 0 e Om 0 Mostly As 0 Mostly Co
«@a e.Hoping to melts O About half As andhalfBa O About hall Ca and half Ds
thoworld a holier 0 Mostly Bn 0 Moctly Do
pise® in which to 0 About half Bn and haifca  Q Montly below Ds
"y [V v Q (O J— Q 0.
s
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Pa* Baoh of the following, mark ono respond,
How often does one of your pcrente ..*7

o*'*n Qettfl ttow JWiwn Haw

21. Hof ou W|th your school *CA“O “Q °O*Oil
22, jhi a ouebo twlwaty&y Ij\
B e 090300
etings or offsnta ot d
yewso 00J,
w.much do ua ree or dteagr&e with tho following?
fana eravBcTor each.
SHSP |/Al] 'ca S’\Lllarla t&w Dtrnugslftst/
28, At school Itryan hardgo 1
can.to do my boatwork........ Cjme Oee£$*0 ..0
2. MyteaCherSreaIIy caro about i$ A g
7 EboJ’t‘?“"'qﬁb'\'/ihé,’ﬁ'l'ddn'f """ 4.:0-§70> 8,
0 eontcthing Well................ Q-O —6-0-0
26.1, goto oto onoovrugomoht
B try SCNOOL....vvvsrvvrrsrvvre Q..0+Q..0.0
afl. YtWIMWI ei school pueh me
to bo the be'stlcanbe ........ 0.0..,Qj.0.0Q
30. (fly fiarenta pueh mo to bo I ty] ;
tho bast 1can b 0 oo Q| —0=0—-0.0
3L, Durin t| last.f urwesks hoyv many dnye of ecfipol
aOStI eCauSe yOUO\QII p%(}/ 8§Sy(%tCheJ59
-1(
ornn¥3days
Forosoh of tho following, mark otto answer.
How ofion (Soyou... 7
Urnliy Sc CITWO N’w
32 FC3Jbsrod at SCNOOL....c.vvvvvvvven e

33. Como to claso&s without brmglng W$

gt g 5

35. Come to otesaca without your : H

1012 {0 Q

_3*
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“mother"), refer to iho e*i.Uevwh”e”.R"feijibirt?}

Al
w B
| "ee5i7V, . ®

.
bV 4

w o

wHY

Elﬂwrmch do ou
eese one

s0. On tho whole, 11lI: s rnyoalf., '”Qz 0
37. ItInnsatnst my voluoato

drink olcc.".0i white 1&m d

tso.ic/r,

33-1 llka to do exciting thingo J:
oven Ifthey aro dsngsrouo. ...Q ..
33. Attimes, Ithink lam no mt

good atall. . . 9\, 0
40.1 gotalong wall with my %

(T G 11 W -0 -
41. All In nil, 1cm gled 1nmnr?. . ».0.,. O «.'fc —o . .
42.1 fod 1do not Itavo much to . oo

bo proud of oo,
43, If Lbreak one of my parents'

rules, 1ueunfiy get pum'ched. . .0 .
44. My perents glvo mo holp

end cuppori v;hon 1nood I t .
45. 1t Is against MY voiuoo to

have sox wtilte lam a i

tocn&Qsr.

43. In my scihool thwo arc clear
rules about what students

can and cannotdo,
47.1 cere about tho edtool 1no

CFlsagreevvlth tho followIno?

S8l

OI'OCI

S3H BI881B3B182031H 959811

sw=o o

3H8IB1I11BB3B89. SISSgSSBISSHSSSSBI

W
~

|
. *
A~

49. In my family, 1feci us ful t
and Important......oeeriienenn. ,
50. Stutfsnfe In my school oera
about ms.
St. Inmy family, there are clear i
rutea about whut 1can and
_cannot do. L
Gl, In my neighborhood, ti>«ro $
arc a lotofpooplowho cere 4
aboutmo.................... .0 ..
53. At my school, everyone
knows thct you'll gat In
troubls ter using alco’icl
Or Oliverdrugs. .cooeeeeeevenerine, ,.0..q
64. If one of my neighbors €av/
me (0 something wrong, ho 33 r
or aha would tell ono of my K
PATENTS. covrerrrrerirnrinns e >0 «¢0O ¢.0s..0..0

Om Sissali®
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During

&5.Been o leader Ina group or

organisation
58. stolsn 0cmalhling from o
ctaro
57. Cotton Into trouble with tiro
Lo 1 [
6B. Kit or bseS up &0W9&JU)
50. Damaged property Just for fun
(enah ss breaking windows,
scratching d cer, putting pr.Int

on walla, €t0.) e Q ..

During en avejggo week, how many hours do you spend

2012519789

tfia; 12 months, how many tImas have you..

34 @Pé

Nww Os*o Wt-8 Times Times

0+ »0

Number of Hours

SO, Pteylny on or holplnp 1
with eports teams at
Fuhool or In the
corurmmity
Cl. In clubs or organizations
(othsr than sports) «J
school (for oitamplo,.
ochool nowspepor, .
etudont govemmont,
school ploya, language

3-5 6-10
««O *10..0..

V.

<A

¥

clubo, hobby clubs,

draina club, dsbats, etc.). O +mO ++ O Q
C?,In clubo or organlz&ticns

(othsr than eporto) outsido I‘B

of school (cuch ao 4*M, ri*s

Scouts, Boye end Girls

Cluba, YWCft,YMCA) ....O0 ..0 ..0..d . °
63. Ficr.cilng Juct for fun (not

part of your school work),O .« O ¢+ 0 «+(|- °©
64. Going to programs, 1

groups, or cwvfcoo at

a church, synagogue,

mooc™u®. or other

rollf ItK!® or spiritual |

plIr>j8 o0..o%0 .. 0,
65. Helping other peoplo jv

wltiOUt g&KIng paid

(cuoli as holplng out €3 1

g hoc;jital, d&ycera

ccritar, food ahalf, youth 1i»: ?iSj

program, community

Mirvtco egoncy, or «>- Y

doing otlvw things) to kj\

mslta your city a hatter - '

ploco for pcop!®to llvo .. O ¢« O «. O "Q "
63. Helping frtendti or <<

nalghbofa....................... O ,.0* 0O ».Q..
67. Practicing or taking & ARV

leocOTia IN music, alt. i

drama, or dunce, after ! ’1

(tohooiofonwo«k»nds..O.. 0..*

@

0.-

O ..&zi..O LX)

(o]

o..

.0.C..0..C

0].

L
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Think abouttho peepto who knov; you vaosi. ten# da you

think thay would refayou on essh o' ttwso?

Ml - o Ko o

People who know mu would esy thatthls to.

" o[*j/*’ »

Not A Soovs*

atfiS Utfc

UWwWo - Ufellw
68. Knowing how to
aoy "no" when
gomeona wants

m®to do things I.
énow ors wrong or

angerous .............
Corln 'about othow g
peop b stoolings ..£»
Thinking through .4
tho paeslblagood
and lied results of
%If rent choices ;
elore | TEiGE
d'SOlclono .......... Cre«
Saving my monoy ;
forsomatfilng
spoolol rcthor
than cponding It |
all right away......... Cj.
fteopectlitg tha ]
voluoo end boiiots
of psoplowho ora =
of a different race J
or culiuro than 1
am
Giving up when
thinge get hard for .v:
ms
Scoying away from «'J
people v/tio might -
got mo Introublo ,,Q,
Feolltig really *ad #
when ono of my Y

89.

70.

'A

71.

72.

73.

O .»., **
T

74.

75. R

Doado g O

frlondB Is unhappy.Q . A

70. Bolng good at ¢
making and j
keeping frlondo.... .
I Knowing a lot t
about poople of
otherracoa............ Q.
Enjoying treing .
with people wiro |
sro of a cflffari nt 1
race than 1cm
Doing good at
planning ahosd.... O
TukInfl good cero of
my body (euehoe, o
ontlng foods thfit '3

are good for DY
«»0rolBIng rogulsrly”® ,f , ><¢

oo akslsaapy).0

78.

79.

60.

«..0 sese.q....

Wfes}  Qufeo
IfltoMo Likafio Ufato
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Hot/ mcny times, If any, have you hod alcohol to drink... 7

Niimftraof TInwa

_ | 1 S G 100 2DM &
Bt i yout

lifatieo  0..q--0..9..0.,9..0...0
02.Durring tlsa i$] <a& * a$

tagflt? *SS

...... 0 od »0 . Q mO +«Ql»0 * Qi

83. During tho

last30dava.. O ¢*£2+. O -.Q,.. O .. <8%,.0 ...0

94. Think (Kick over tho taat two waoke. Kow many Wmoa
hfiva you had five or mora drinks In arow? (A "drink"”
Is 0 gleoa of wins, a bottle or can of boor, a ehot glass
of liquor, or n mixad drink.)

0 Nono 0 3to5times
0 onco 0 61009 times
0 Twico 0 10 or more times

83. If you com® homo from a parly and your perento found
out tflot you hod b; j n drinking, how upsst do you think
trioy would be?

0 Not at all upset
0 Alittle upset
0 Somewhat upset

0 Very upset
0 Extremely upeot

How many timoe, If any, have you smoked cigarettes... 7
Number 0f Times
0 1 2 3 60 1015 <K» 40+
86. In your
lifetime 0..0..0. Q1.0
87. During the QE .
last 12 »? fl frj
months...... 0.Q ..0.0Q. $$ 0 "Q
63- During the | ft >
last 30days..O .. ffj.. Q ..Q .. O ..JQ

80. During tho last two wooke. about how many claerelteo
hGve you smoked?

0 None 0 About 1 pack per dey

0 Locothan 1 cigarette ;>orday O About 1-1/2 packs per day

0 ltos cigarettes per day 0 2ormoro packs per day

O About 1/2 pack per day

NUNN PAGE 06

How many timoe, If any, hav® you used ma”~datm (gears,
pot) or hnohlish (hash, hnsh oil)... ?

o' ~ NurobwofTW
o 2% & O M ot
BO. inywr o 0 =0 w0 o
ot Sirghe O w0 "P"0 -G08
tact 12

How mony time3, if any, hevo you uood cocalno (crack, coko,
enow, roc?;)... 7

Number of Timsa
0 1 2 56 6* 1019 2933 40+
02. Inyour
Hratimo....... 0.0.0.0.0.-Q.0.%0
03. During tho 4
last 12 % -
Months...... 0..0--0-.0 ("V.2 ~

?
5CT

3-S Hon
haver Onca IVrfa TSs.3 Times

During the loan 2 months, how many times have you...

94. Bsxsnto a party whsr® o tlw

klda your ego ware drinking...O .. O .. O,.. O .. Q
95. DHvon e car after you hoid . n
boondlinking .0 »0 .. »0O «
95. Rld '*n In 0 car whose driver tv';
had b®:n drinUing...........c........ Q.O0.Q. 0.0

How many times, If any, havo you enhfed glua, brcothed tho
contents of aeroool spray con® or Inlialori other furrres In
ordsrto got high... 7

NumbtrofTImsa

97, Ourlng tiwW
montho 0.0..0.q..0«0--0.0,
93. During thei K
laGt 3Qdaye..Q ..q ..Q ..Q ..Q ..q..0 ..0O

99. In on avorega week, how many times do all of the people
In year family who Hvo with you cat dinner tid ie r?
0 None 0 4 lienee a week
0 onco a wook 0 Gtimeo aweak
0 Tweo aweek 0 6UMc®aweek
0 Three time8 a wook 0 7limoc awes-k

B &
bd _L

**<<

«S]
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0 100. Kiw often did ycu feel sad ordoprets™d durt;>2tit® &M
month?

0 O All of th* time

a O Mostof tha limo

O Onoo in d white
O Notatall

W j O Soma of the time

mm
|

10T. HEv*you ovar tried to kill yourwSf?
O no
O Vba, onoo
O Vos, twice
O Yob. more than two JJnmos

102.  Metroycu eVe? hed soxuet Intcroourco (“gono oil tits way,"

1mod® lova“>?

O NO- SKIPTO QUESTION 104
O Once

O TVica

O 3times

O 4 or more timoe

103. Whan you have sea, how often do you and/or your
partner uso s birth control method ®uch eo birth control
pl''a, a condom (rubhoi), foam, diaphragm, or IUD?

O Never O Often
0O Soidom 0 Always
O Sometimes

Now many tii,.ac, ifany, In the laat 12 months hove you

uesd ...7
Number Of Times

0 1 2 W05 00 25 (m

104, Chawing

tobacco or

snuff 0..:0..0..Q..0..£3..0
103. Heroin Vij *

(emr.sk, horw», " Fkok

otasg) or other  r# '™

narcotics like A

opium or $7

morphine....O ..d*. 0 .. QL O o .
103. Afowan 0O ©j.0.0..0 0 -
107. PCi> or Angsl 0

Duot ........ (3.7 O eeidjjue O .. 0 @
106.b8D ("sole!") 0..$8].. 0
ICO. Amphetamines  ja Wj

(lorcwmpfa,

upper®, UpPP,

speed, bonnlss,  -n

doste®) without "5 tly

a proscription $jj .

frombdoctor.0 0 ..Iy** 0 0

S mMmWdAdWW®
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Wow muoh do you egroa or disagree with the following?

Meritons answer for a»ch.
Ao A M
N

110. Sometime* | fooI [Ik©my life

mhoe no purpose.'............. O B0 o*N |
111. Adults In my town or city £>3 <$
mat*Ome tee! Important. Q..0...0..0 *0
112. Actiilstt In my town or city '
listen to wtiot Ilhavetoesy. ...0 ,, 0O .o .. 0 «Q

0

113. I'm glvon lots of charged to K 'JE)
help moke mytown C.citya
bolterplr.aelnwhichtollvo. ..Q,,. O .. G$.. 0 .-£»

114, Adults In my town or city don't ‘i S- .
Cfeifdiilrouipaopbmyego.......... 0..0..0*.0 ..£*

115. In my town or city, I fed 1k®| ‘H/ ot »E(
matter to people....creeeennnn. 0,0..0>0..0

116. When things don't go, woll for 1
mo Inm 000 at finding a

Kothtnge baiter..... . 0.0 ..Q ¢« 0.
117. When lam on pdult, 'm sura | &* 3$!
will havo a good IIf®.................... Q.0 ...0..0 «10

RffisnimJen. ,.In*tnie ourvey, «“parental’ (e«vt% e Ji(«r-
"mother") refer to. tlio edulta who. ara/nb”'ritpet-
rosptrnBlbb.fQrratelnoyou. . bees

During tha Inst 12 months, how many times havoyou,.. 7
o
31 tif, 3
Noww Ooso TVvif» TiiiM Tov 4
110. Taten part Ina fight vvhora a
group of your fiteudo fought
enothor group ..cceevveeevnncninnne, 0 ..O .Q!'.On
119. Hurt someone badly enough
to need band&gec or a doctor .o .. O . ®..0 -.|t:>j
120. Used a knits, gun W other V V! t
weapon to got aorneililng v
from a person Q..0 ..Q--0 ..0

121. Ifyou had an Important concorn about tfruga, alcohol,
59«, 0r oom-0 otlior s-crlous lecuo, would you Uiti to your
parem(s) chout it?

O Yes O Probably not
O Probably 0 No
O I'mnot suro

122. How much oftho timado your paronta mat! you where
you are going or with whom you will be?
O Nover O Moet of tho tlrne
0O Seldom O All of tho time
O Soma of the time
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Among the pooplo you conoider\a be your cloooot friartdo, How mu©:-, do you agree or dlasgroa with the follm.tfnci?
how many would you eay .., ? Merit one answer for each. *n
Strongly N&t Do Striflly '
Non# Few Come Meet AH Agrco Agtto Surt  Bp'S! Ottsycs

123. Drink alcohol ones a weak or 133, Students help dacldo wh?.t car

SR % DU TR O .«0 .- Gs.m0 .*Of floao on in my school .,.,0 *0 ..0..0 ..0Q.
12 FﬁbeUSOddmg*swha» G‘j 134.1 don'tcars how Ido in i .. B

marijuana or cocaine ......... Q.o cI*0.Ch sohool. 0 ..0 ..0 .-0..0
all o echiQ0l, . .. if---- <@ e m .. O 135. #hov® lot* of good . . "0
m E"éﬂntOErQJbleCtSChO(Jl Ejl., @ . °*6 0" convorgsttar.B with my o
PAIENTS....ovevvvrsrvrne 0.0.0.0.0 (@
135. If I bresak a ru*n at school, I'm > ;oera
euro to got Introuble.....ccoeevee Q.0 ...0..0 Q0 “®
Howoften dOWstal drldo:. . Oiica 137. My perontQ cportd a tot of timo . i LW

fe ore. hﬁlé)in%tf)thar fo o 0.0.0..0.0, "

itevtt o BT Oicii Ao 135, | havO Tt 80 control ove tio «s
127. Walkj things that will happen Inm <M
nealgkh%rroun ! e 0..0..Q..0*-Q | ||f0,g .pp ............ y C) _ rv N /A\ .
128. Getting hurt by comoons at \]Jl
your school?........ccccocvircnnce, O--0 ..Qj«. 0 ..Q pm
129. Gettlrﬁohurbby SOtttOOntt In BD&
your [OMO7..oo 0.0.Qj.0.Q During th0 lost 12 months, now many timaa havo you... ?  cea
23

Nivw Onta “N@T?r?w nmca

130. On tho avcrago, how ninny evenings par week do you go  139. Cnrrlod n knlfo or gun to um
out to ectivltloe cl a achool, youth group, congregEtlon, protectyour otf. ...convririeenens 0.0.0.0.0 *
or other organization? 140. Throotenad to physically hurt X en»
Oo 03 06 BOMOON0 .o e 0.0.0..0.0 =B
O 04 07 141. Gairvblsd (for oKernpl®, bought (s
02 05 lottery tickets or tabs, hot .

money on sportr teams or «>
card gamoo, etC.) s 0..0..0...0..0 K

131. Ontho overago, how many evenings porwook do you go %
out Juat to bo with your frlonde without anything special
to do? The following questlonc ask about tha eduils you know. A

0 8 z 8 ? When nneworlng those qurefcnr,. R
g 21 0’5 or relatives. Ui
How many adults havo you known for two or more yor.re eei
who... 7 sei
Jor Sor ws*

132. Imagine that someone at your school hit you or puslrakJ 0 1 2 4  more
you for no reason. What would you do? Mark one onewsr. 142, Give you loto of Dflcoura;::nns)ns
0 rdhitor push them right hack. whenevcrthey sosyou .0..0 0O..0 A

I'd try to hurt them worse thnn they hurt mo. 143. You look forward to spending \v* wo
I'd try to talk to this person and work out our dIfterencoo. tImowith ,..0 ..0 ..C?..0..0 M
I'd talk to a teachoror other adult. 144. Spend a lot ot tImo helping

O I'djust ignore it and do nothing. 0ther poopla .. 0.0. 0.0 o f*
145. Do things that are wrong oi’ [
AONQGATOUL v e 0.0 e0--0 Q

143. Talk with you ot least onca a ‘
MONEEH oo, 0..0..0..0 Q "
mm
vjn

|3 b a «
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On.an average gjjool day. how many hours do you spend,..

L*si 4 Of
Tfwn 1 2 S Mora
Nona 1Hour Hour Hours Hours Hows

147. W eeing TV.or videos.. C’)*« O e (aj*. O 0]
146.  Athomo with no oduit ‘A
thona With Y 0 U v )QJ o.,Q.0 o}

k»

on

m 149, HavO you everbeen physically harmed (tiwit la, whero

i

tn

8 & ooz

1
=

-
-~

B K 88

A
@

BRORIEREE0E TEEGEE

(]
w
(7]

2gx g

corneous cauood you to hr.via* soar, black and Who
i.C'ilT, waits, btosdIng, ora broken bone) by someone In
your fesr'iy or eomeono living with you?

0 Never 04-10 times
0 Onco 0 Mora than 10 times
0 2*3 times

150. Ho'vmany timoo In tho Inet2 v*nra have you b«on tha
victim of physical vlolenco whero somoon* caused you
physical pain or Injury?
0 Mover

0 e

161. Whero clona your family now Hvo?
0 Onafarm
0 Inthe country, not on & form
o Onan American Indlon reGorvatlon
O Ina email town (under 2,500 In population)
0 Inatown 0f2,500 to 0.999
0 Inasmallcity (10,000 to 49,999)
0" In'a medium size city (50,000 to 250,000)
0 Inalargo city (over 250,000)

0 3times
o 4 or mote times

152. How msny years have you lived In tho city where you
now live?
0 AHimy life
O 10years or more, but I've lived in at least one other place
0 5-0years
03 4years
0 1-2years
O Less than 1year

NUNN PAGE 09

153. How often do you binge eat (eota lot of food Ine short
Feriod of Um«) and than mnko yourself throw up or use
axatives to getrid of the food you have caton?

O Never
0 Once ina while
O Sometimes

00fton

154, Havo yGU ever gwra several mot *ha whero you out
down on how much you oto end lost so mvoh weight
or became so thin thatother people became worried

aboutyou?

8 Yes

165. What lo tha highest Iovedofschoolmgg/ourfather or
etop-fathor or mnlo footer paront/gunrdlfir) completed?
o Completed grade school or loco
o Somo high school
o Completed high school
0 Somo college
O Completed college
0 Graduate or professional school after college
o Don'tknow, or dose not apply

156. What lo tho highest level of ttchocling your mother (or
slop-mother or fsmote footer poront/gurrdlar,/ competed?
o Completed gmde school or loss
o Somo high school
o Completed high school
O Soma college
o Completed college
0 Gradual® or professional school after college
0 Don't know, or does not apply

M | RocvonMon Con*.1ES»-U141}1211
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Page 14- Dr. Frederick J. Stokley %GQJ; B Schwgnitaw -jif
pvi&eA* .

We believe that the District required complainant H-163 to take the survey when it forced him to
make-up the survey when he returned to school.

Did the survey ask questions that revealed information about one or more of the seven
categories?

This Office has reviewed the survey in detail, We conclude that the survey contains questions
that seek to reveal information concermr(ljg subject areas such as sex behavior and attitudes,
illegal, anti-sqcial, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior, and critical appraisals of other
Individuals with whom respondents have close fami K relationships. In particular, we have
identified the following questions as touching upon the seven categories listed in the Jaw;

0 Sexbehaviorand attitude* - questions45, 102,103,121;

® [llegal, an
41,42, 56
97, 98, 10

Criticalappraisals o fotherindividuals with whom respondents have closef I

elationsn1ps - QUestions 30,40,43,44,48,49, 51, 85,129, 135,136.137,148,149,150,
|f the survey was required, did the district obtain prior written consent ?

As noted above, the District has admitted it did not obtain Brior written consent. The District
stated in its February 11, 2000 response, “The survey was both voluntary and anonymous.
Therefore, prior written parental consent was neither sought nor obtained. Students were not

“required” to take the survey."

tisocial, self-incrim inating and demeanin%behavior' questionsBl 37,938,8896

9T, 5i8, 59, 68, 72, 80, 81, 8. 83, 84, 85,86, 87, 88, 89,90, 91, 92,93, %4,
0, 101, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 118, 119,120, 139, 140, 141, 153, 154

Csncllismn

This Office concludes that the school district violated PPRA when it administered the survey on
or about October 22, 1999, in the George Washmqton Middle School and on or about
November 2, 1999, at the Ridgewood High School. We reach this determination because the
evidence demonstrates that the school district, through the use of federal funds, required its
students to take a survey that touched upon tliree of the seven categories of information listed in

In order for this Office to close the investigation of this complaint, the District must provide the
FPCO with a written assurance that all alopropnat_e officials of the District have been informed 0f
the PPRA requirements. Specifically, all appropriate officials need to be informed ofme
requirement that written consent be obtained from parents Rnor to administering a su,rveY that is
subject to PPRA. The assurance should include the date when and the manner in which the
school district infonned the officials about these requirements. Please provide this Office with a
copy of any memorandum or other written document used to provide such guidance.
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United States Code : Title 20, Section 1232H
http://www4 law.comelJ.edu/ uscode/20/1232h.text.ntml

Sec. 1232h. Protection of pupil rights

Xﬂ? Inspection of instructional materials by parents or Puardlans
| instructional materials, mclud_ln% teacher’s manuals, films, tapes, or other

supFIementary material which will be used in connection with any_surve%/., analysis, or

evaluation as part of any applicable program shall be available for inspection by the.

parents or guardians of the children.

(b) Limits on survey, analysis, or evaluations _

N0 student shall be'requiréd, as part of any applicable program, to submit to a survey,

analysis, or evaluation that reveals information concerning -

1) political affiliations; _ _

h2_ ?nen.tlal and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or
is family; _

3) sex beyhawpr and attitudes;. _ _

4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;

5) critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close
amily relationships; o

(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of

lawyers, physicians, and ministers; or o

(7) income (other than that re(%uwed by law to determine eligibility for

participation in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such

program), without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an adult or

emancipated minor), or in the case of an unemancipated minor, without the

prior written consent of the parent (em phasis addea)

c) Notice
E%ucational agencies and institutions shall give parents and students effective notice of

their rights under this section.

(Va) Enforcement _ _ _
he Secretary shall take such action as the Secretary determines appropriate to enforce
this section, except that action to terminate assistance provided under an applicable
grogram shall be taken only if the

ecretary determines that- _ _
there has been a failure to comply with such section; and
2) compliance with such section cannot be secured by voluntary means,

(e) Office and review board
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FAX COVER SHEET

DATE: April 9,2002

FAXTO:  Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman _
House Health, Education & Social Services (HESS) Committee
Fax: 907-465-4587
FROM: Carole A. Nunn Ph: 201-444-8449
515 Summit Street Fax: 201-251-9789
Ridgewood, NJ 07450 E-mail: cp.roleanuno@aol,com
MESSAGE:

| would hope that as your committee meets today to discuss HB 408 (passive parent
permission for student surveys), your committee members would keep.in mind the rights
0f parents and students under the U.S. Constitution. In our muych Pubhmz,ed lav/suit
{ﬂvolvmg the Ridgewood, NJ student survey issue, we allege that the administration of

e SUrvey.

> Compelled speech in violation ofthe First Amendment;

» Was an unreasonable intrusion into the household in violation of the Fourth and
Fourteenth Amendments:

» Violated the substantive due process rights for the adults to raise their children as
guaranteed by the Fifth and Fourteenth"Amendments;

> Contravened the right to privacy under the Fourth, Fifth and Fourteenth
Amendments;

» And violated the Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimination.

The Third Circuit Court of Appeals in their 12/10/01 decision stated that wc failed to
allege a violation of the “Fifth Amendment protection against compelled self-
incrimination.” They said in order for self-incrimination to be compelled, there must be a
coercion that attaches smszlcant enalties to non-comPllance. Students Acte
over the loudspeaker thal if they did not report to take the survey, it would be considered
acut. Apparently, the court did not see that as a significant penalty. HOWEVER ... the
Third Circuit Court went on to say; “We are not, however, ﬁrepared to say that C.N.
could not, as a matter of law, establish any set of facts which would demonstrate
violation ofthe other constitutional rights asserted.”

A family's constitutional rights should come first.



Surveys stir

%_% V%Jlleafl Wetzstein e

Have you ever had sexual inter—
course (‘gone all the way, made
love?)™? As of January, students’in
New Jersey public schools canthe
asked thiskind ofpersonal question

on a survey without their parents” _,

priorwrittenconsent”X|}.. ..

debate

ehts must &l the school that their
,children can take a survey. Ifpar—
ents dont say yes, their children
cannot participate in any school
survey that asks questions about
politics, sex, drugs and other per—
sonal issues.

The lav/stems from a battleover
A.156-question survey that was

iven in 1999 to more titan 2,000

The Jan. 9 law enacting this ./publicmiddle-and high-school stu-
change has been hailed aS"avicto- \ ;dents inRidgewood, N.J.
17 forprivacy rightsofpdrents ando-f " :;Thfe survey asked teens about
their children and something that ™'sexual activity, birth control, drugs,

should be adopted rationally. =

Researchers, however, say the
lawjs FasasyiE™ arid, wild jeopar —
dize rinportant research into teen
behavior. - -

There has longbeen a tugofwar
over kudent surveys in schools.

Researchers agree that, schools
are the ideal place to survey teens
and have typically addressed the
need for parental consent with a
technique called “passive consent,”
“active dissent” or “opt cut."

With this technique, schools
informparentsofanupcoming sur—
vey and ask them totell the school
ifthey dontwant their children o
take It— parents must “actively
dissent” or “opt out” Ifthe school
doesnt hear from the parents, it
assumes ithas their “passive con—
sent” to give the survey to their
children.

The New Jersey law requires
“active consent,”whichmeans par-

Beard games prove popularIn

liquor, cigarettes, binge eating,
depression, suicide, stealing, phys-
Jjcajviolence, and relationshipswith
family and friends.

mSchool officials said they notified
parents several times about the sur—
vey butdidnotseek parental consent
because the survey was voluntary.

Many Ridgewood parents were
outraged by the survey, saying it
introduced childrentobad behaviors,
invaded familyprivacyand irstilled
a politically liberal wor Idview.

“The questionswere so political —
lyoorrect,” saidRidgewood mother
Frances Edwards, noting that stu—
dents were asked to assess their
feelingsabout race relations, pover —
ty and “‘speaking up for eqality.”

Amid a lengthy battle— which
includesan ongoing lawsuit— New
Jersey officials passed their law,
whichwas hailed as a “greatvicto—
ry for parents” by Phyllis Schlafly,
founder of the Eagle Forum.

over

9
m IM |
privacy

“The school system is just
obsessed with giving the®e nosy
questionnaires,”Mrs. Schlafly said.

Schools shouldnt use valuable
classroom time c.i social surveys,
but if they do, they should all
re%u ireactive parental consent, she
said.

Now inNew Jersey, therewill be
one statewhere the parentswill not
always lose,” isaid Michael
Schwartz, vice president for gov—
ernment relations at Concerned
Women for America, which sup—
ports parental rights in surveys.

Getting active parental consent
forstudentsurveys is“analogous o
doing medical research,” Mr.
Schwartz said. Medical research
can only be conducted on people
who consent to it, he said. “Why in
thewor Idwouldwe thinkyou can do
research 0l children without their
parents”’knowledge and consent?”

Shepherd Snith, presidentofthe
Institute for Youth Development,
which publishes a journal on teen
behaviors, s “empathetic to both
sides™ inthe issle.

“Clearlyasaparent, I not real
excited about intrusive surveys in
high school," he said. ‘At the same
time, | understand that the data
gained in these surveys iscritical—
lyimportant toultimately reducing
the negative behaviors.”

Supporters of the New Jersey
law "may have won a Pyrrhic vic—
tory,” said Lloyd D. Johnston, direc—

terror’s w ake,

rig hts versus

’Eor o; the Monitoring the Future
MTF) survey.

The fg\éey;ral ly funded MTF,
founded in 1975, goes into 400
schools every year to ask eighth,
10th- and 12th-graders about
their substance abuse and other
behaviors.

MTF uses active dissent in
almostall itsschools, saidMr. John—
ston, who works at the Institute for
Social Researchatthe Universityof
Michigan.

In the few schools that require
active consent, he said, MTF
researcheis have found that many
parents don return the consent
form— “theydidntopen theirmail
or get around toanswering i’ Mr.
Johnston said.

As a result, asmany as 30 percent
of students are excluded from talc—
ing the MT F sunvey, even though,
based on deeper research, fewer
than 2 percent of parents actually
object to the survey.

The loss of so many students
“skews the findings inaseriousand
important way," Mr. Johnston said.

“Parents, more than anyone,
stand to berefit from our having
thisknowledge, ” he said, noting that
theMTF helped alert the nation to
expanding maryu imna use in the
19/0s, cocaine use inthe 1980s and
ecstasy use inthe 1990s.

"So I not sure the interests of
parents are beingwell-served, even
though It3 in theirname that these

am

id

research

efforts are taken,” he said.

“lhaveyettohear someone come
up with an altemative approach to
getting data other than asking the
question,”saidSarah Brown, direc—
toroftheNational Campaign toPre—
vent Then Pregnancy.

Parental concerns about sensi—
tivesurveys ofyoung teens are rea—
sonable and should be addressed,
perhaps with opt-out techniques,
said Mrs. Brown. But there are
compelling public health concerns
that require data about teen behav—
ior that have t be addressed as
Well, she said.

It5 difficllt to ask teens ques—
tions about topics such as oral sex,
and yet “every tirrie theres some —
thing inthe paper, we gethysterical
calls asking isntittrue thatall the
middle schoolers are having oral
sex?”

‘And I have tosay, "ell, 1 actu—
allydon thave any information. Al!

I have isanecdotes, ™ Mrs. Brown
said.

“I see [the New Jersey law] as
excessive” saidMichael D. Resnick,
a pediatrics professor at the Uni—
versityofMinnesotaand researcher
with the National Longitudinal
Study of Adolescent Health (Add
Health).

“The vastmajorityofparentsare
all right [with surveys] as long as
they are informed,” he said, citing
hi's two decades of experience in
researching teen behavior.

recession



A school

"magine a school where 13-
year-old children are asked to
report whetherthey have
-multiple sex partners and to
answer questions concerning
their parents and relatives' mari-
tal practices, addictions, weight
and diseases. Could this be the
Soviet Union, perhaps? Nazi Ger-
many? Or America’s own Rldge-
wood, New Jersey — where stu-
dentsand parents recently
celebrated a victory won in a fed-
eral court, which ruled the fami-
lies could argue infederal court
that a forced survey gleaning per-
sonal information from studénts
was unconstitutional.,
~The US. DepartmentofEduca-
tion also ruled that the school dis-
trictviolated federal law by sur-
veying students on sex, drugs, and
suicide without parental consent.
The Ridgewood case also served
as a catalystfora new law passed
in New Jersey on Jan. 7, which
made ita federal requirement for
parents to ?lve informed written
consent before students are given
surveYsortestswhlchcould _
revealsuch ﬁersonal information
as sexual behavior, family income
and other personal fam ily mat-
ters, regardless ofwhether the
testwas federally funded or not.
Why does it take'a new law and a
two-yearlawsuit to convince
school board officials to respect
(r:]|V|I'It|bert|es? The bad new is, it
asn't.

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

St

In the fall of 1999, students
ages 11 to 18 in the Ridgewood
School District were required to
answer questions about their own
drug use, sexual life and any ille-
galactivity they had been
involved in. The 156-qucstion sur-
vey asked students to name how
many times they had tried to kill
themselves, made themselves
throw up after theg eat, used con-
traception or breathed the con-

survey outrage in

they had been forced to take the
survey during class time or be
counted as absent. The case then
wenton tothe U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit,
where the t,hre_e-Hudge panel
ruled the district court was
wrong, that plaintiffs could argue
in federal court that the survey

violated rights to silence, substan-

tive due process, privacy and
from household intrusion as pro-

Ridgew ood,

from the appeals court which just
ruled against them, and the case
cannot proceed back to the U.S.
District Court for the District of
Now Jersey until the panel
decides whetherto grant the
school board's request.
Meanwhile, RId%EWOOd stu-
dents were forced To submitlo
more of the same type ofnosy.
questions — and worse. In a dif-
ferent survey disbursed once

Students were asked to rate themselves on how at-risk they were
for bad behavior. The children would then graph their positive and
negative behaviors so that they could see in black and white how
“at-risk” they are. A better question would be to ask how at-risk
families are of being controlled by school hoard secret agents.

tents.ofan aerosol spra%/ can to
get high, This, without the par-
ents' written consent or know|-
edge of the questions that would
heasked. Judge Nicholas Politan
ofthe U.S. District Court for the
District ofNew Jersey dismissed
the case in F,ebruarY 0flast year,
falsely claiming that federal funds
were not used — in fact, $5,000
was gleaned from taxpayers for
the survey — and disregarding
students'sworn affidavits that

tccted by the First, Fifth, Fourth
and Fburtcenth Amendments.
But that wasn't enough for the
Ridgewood school board and
RId%EWOOd Schools Superinten-
dent Frederick Stoldey, who still
maintain that the survey was vol-
untary

v
in grades seven through 12 of the

affected schools was made to take

it, even |fthe5{,had, heen absent.
The%/ have calico ior a rehearing
by the same three-judge panel

even though evéry student

again during gym class without
arents’ permission to George
ashington Middle School last
Year, students were asked to rate
hemselves on how at-risk theY
were for bad hehavior. Students

had to put their names on the sur-

vey, titled “How am 1" and were
given a grade for it, A few of the
Survey questions given to seventh
graders: o

* “Are you engaging in r|sk¥
sexual hehavior (mulfiple part-

N J

ners, no protection from STDs or
unwanted pregnancy, etc)?’

« “Are theré guns'in your home
or the homes o ,Yourfrlends?," _
, ®“Has¥ourllechan ed signif-
icantly in hepastyear?e.g.
through illness, your parents’
divorCe, a death’in the family,
financial problems, a move fo
anothercny??" .

If the child made it through
questions on how many times he
brushed his teeth, takes illegal
drugs and drives drunk, he then
gets'to divulge the private life of
mommy and daddy: “Do you
have a parent, grandparent
brother, sister, aunt, or uncle
who ... Developed breast can- e
cer?... Isan alcoholic? Is signif-
icantly overweight? Developed
colon cancer?” _

The child must then graph his
Posmve and negative behaviors so
hat he can see in black and white
how “at-risk” he is, A better ques-
tion would be to ask how at-risk
families are ofheing controlled by
school board secretagents. The
Department ofEducation rulin
carried with it no penalties for the
school district. Perhaps that could
be amended to force dje Rld?e-
wood Board ofEducation to fake
the same surveys it gave to the
children, and let the families of
Ridgewood do the grading.

Sarah Means is an editorial
writerfor The Washington Times.
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New Jersey Permanent Statutes
TITLE 18A EDUCATION

I8A:36-34. School surveys, certain, parental consent required before administration

|, a Unless aschool district receives prior written informed consent from a student's parent or
legal guardian and provides for a cop?/ of the document to be available for viewing at convenient
locations and time periods, the school district shall not administer to a student any academic or
nonacademic survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation which reveals information concerning:

(1) political affiliations;
(2)  mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or the ~ student's

family;
(3)  sexual behavior and attitudes;
(4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior,
relati(05nship(;:ritica| appraisals o f other individuals with whom a respondent has a close family

(6)  legally recognil.ed privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of lawyers,
physicians, and ministers;

(7)  income, other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a
program or for receiving financial assistance under a program; or

(8)  social security number.

b, The school district shall request prior written informed consent at least two weeks prior to the
administration of the survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation.

¢ Astudent shall not participate in any survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation that concems
the issues listed in subsection a. of this section unless the school district has obtained prior written
informed consent from that student's parent or guardian.

d. A school district that violates the provisions of this act shall be subject to such monetary
penalties as determined by the commissioner.

L.2001,c.364.

"/S/2.nn7. P\1
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House HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES Minute

Apr 06,1999

HB 70 - PUBLIC SCHOOL SURVEYS

Number 0277

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON announced the next order to business as House
Bill No. 70, "An Act relating to questionnaires or surveys

administered in public schools."
CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON handed over the gavel to Co-Chairman Coghill.

CO-CHAIRMAN COGHILL called on Co-Chairman Dyson to testify as
sponsor of HB 70.

Number 0342

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON noted that there is not a quorum yet, but they

will continue testimony. He asked that the committee not vote on
HB 70 today since they just got the proposed CS in the last few
hours.

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON went on to say that during this past year, there
was some controversy whether the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS)

could be administered without active parental permission. In AS
14.03.110 it says ... Wwhether anonymous or not, that inquires
grab into private family affairs of the student ..." and his first
thought was to insert "a private family or personal affairs of the
student” in order to make it clear that active parenta” permission
was required. In subsequent discussion with the Department of

Health and Social Servicer. (DHSS) , they made a clear and convincing
case that the logistics of doing that were insurmountable.

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON said for the last :wo months he has been working
on a way that his concerns and parents' concerns for parental
consent and control could be satisfied without making a logistics
nightmare for the department. The proposed CS is more complicated
than he wanted, but it is comprehensive. It is very similar to a
proposal in Utah and allows for a once-per-year blanket approval by
the parent for surveys, and it sets down some conditions for doing
it. He intends to make this easy for the school districts. At
enrollment, the parent can sign another piece of paper or check a
box on the enrollment form, and then the school district knows they

have permission to do the surveys.

Number 0604

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON continued that it his intention that parents will
get an additional notification in advance of the survey in case

they change their mind to opt out. Even the once a year blanket
permission is difficult, but the information that is obtained from
the YRBS is valuable. There are federal funding grants that are
jeopardized, if not eliminated, if the DHSS is not able to get this
information. He w ill make copies of the actual YRBS available to

the committee before they vote.

CO-CHAIRMAN COGHILL asked how different the proposed CS is from the
original version.

lof8 4/8/2002 3:38 PM
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CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON answered that it is quite different and more

comprehensive. He will also have a sectional analysis available.
He called their attention to some important points. On page 2,
l[ine 30, subsection (e) is where it talks about getting blanket
permission; page 3, line 3, subsection (e) (2) provides for parents

to change their mind after they have given written consent.

Number 0920

JOHN MIDDAUGF MD, Chief, Epidemiology Section, Division of Public
Health, Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS), came

forward to testify. He said they share many of the principles and
are trying to get to the right place for everyone. He explained
that the YRBS was developed by the National Center for Disease
Prevention and Control in collaboration with 71 state and local

departments of education and 19 federal agencies.

DR. MIDDAUGH explained that the YRBS collects information on middle
school and high school students about behaviors that relate to the

major causes of disability, in wury and disease for their age group
and later in their lives., The school-based survey uses a
systematic, nationally comparable methodology. It is conducted in
all the states and in many school districts; so Alaska could get
data and compare itself to other school districts and states. The

DHSS was able to conduct this in 1995, did so very successfully,
and got valid statewide results that gave them some information
about the behaviors of that age group.

Number 1012

DR. MIDDAUGH stated this information has allowed the DHSS to craft
programs to try to assist and support students who are doing things

right; it turns out that most of the students are doing things
right, and target programs to students who need additional
assistance. Given the success of this survey in 1995, the DHSS
anticipated little controversy and similar support and success in
1999, To their surprise, they encountered a lot of questions.
There was a lot of misinformation. Questions were raised on
different legal opinions, about what constituted a family affair,
and about the interpretation of existing laws. Unfortunately, a

great amount of incorrect information characterized the YRBS as
wanting to be done without parental permission.

DR. MIDDAUGH stated that the YRBS always has been and always would

be done with parental permission. The YRBS is voluntary, not
mandatory.lt is done based on the voluntary participation of a
local school district. Under current procedures, the districts
have an option, if they choose, of conducting the survey with
passive permission. [f the district wished to get active written
parental permission, they clearly can do so. The whole approach
has been a partnership to help get information for use in public
health and schools to assist the students. Passive parental
permission is where there is an implied consent: the schools
notify the parents in writing, newsletters, and/or offer the
complete survey for parent's review. Any parent or child can then

opt out of participating in the survey by informing the school.

DR. MIDDAUGH told the committee the problem the DHSS has with
active parental permission is that the notices sent home to get

parental permission are not returned to the school. Numerous
activities are done in the schools with passive parental
permission. The difficulties they face in cc. lucting the survey
with active parental permission is threefold. The first one is a

selection bias because many of the students whose behaviors they
are most interested in learning about are just the ones who don't

20f8 4/8/2002 3-"8 PM
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bring the permission slips back. It isn't necessarily a case of
the parent objecting to the student's participation, it is a
logistic barrier of getting the actual slips back. The second one
relates to the cost of doing it. The third one relates to
confidentiality. The way the YRBS is done with passive parental
permission is that the sample of students to participate is only a
small proportion of the students enrolled in the district. The

students are not individually identified, but the classrooms are.
The questionnaire comes in an envelope with no name on it; the
survey is distributed in the classroom so the survey people never
know the students' names. Up until actually executing the survey,
a parent or child can elect not to do it, and any questions the
students don't want to answer can be skipped. When the survey is
completed, it is put back in the envelope and turned in. No names
are on the surveys, no list of the students who participated is
available; so the survey is completely confidential and anonymous.
Answers could never be linked back to any individual students.

DR. MIDDAUGH explained that with active parental permission, a list
of students who have permission has to be maintained by somebody,
and potentially it could provide a source of breach of
confidentiality later. Every questionnaire would have to be
labeled with the student's name, and records would have to be kept
to verify that only the students with permission were the ones who
participated. These three problems are why it causes a great
barrier to conduct these surveys. I[f the parents wish to undertake
active parental permission, they can do so under current
procedures. The DHSS would hope to get support to craft a solution
that would indeed allow these future surveys done efficiently,
maintaining the current situation of local district autonomy to
make those decisions, but also to enable the DHSS to efficiently
collect this information.

DR. MIDDAUGH pointed out one concern in the proposed CS is the
burden on the school districts to get parental permission, maintain
the list of students with permission and then re-notify the parents

before the survey is given in case they want to opt out. The
purpose is to get valid, "generalizable" data, and protect
confidentiality. The power of the information is to identify the

students who need help; help evaluate the programs; provide an
advantage to districts for competition of federal grant funds to
have the solid data to help them leverage resources.

Number 1433

DR. MIDDAUGH stated the DHSS is conducting the YRBS surveys in

Alaska in 1999. Because Anchorage elected not to participate, they
will not have a "generalizable"” statewide result to compare to
1995, They will have results for 28 districts, who are currently
participating, involving over 1,300 classrooms and about 25,000
surveys. Two of the districts elected to use active parental
permission; all the rest are using passive parental permission and

are doing so successfully.

DR. MIDDAUGH hopes they can continue the dialog to reach a win-win
situation because he believes they share many of the goals. The
DHSS wants to protect the scientific validity of the survey,
minimize the costs and burdens on the schools districts, while
preserving the absolute commitment to notify parents to give them
the opportunity to opt out, and then absolutely maintaining the

confidentiality and privacy of the data.

Number 1490

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON asked how much money is riding on this.

3018 4/8/2002 3:38 PM
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DR. MIDDAUGH answered that he didn't know the answer to that
because the goal of the DHSS is to use the data related to public

health programs. For example, the drug and alcohol program was
able to use the YRBS that resulted in new federal funding of $3
million which was distributed to Alaska communities for drug and
alcohol prevention programs. He thought that the Department of

Education could better respond to the funding streams available to
districts.

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON asked if the $3 million funding requires that the
YRBS be done or just that information be gathered.

DR. MIDDAUGH said no, there is no money that specifically requires
the survey.

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON asked if the data gathered was used to
demonstrate what a powerful need exists in Alaska and thereby

secure some funding.

DR. MIDDAUGH answered yes.

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON asked Dr. Middaugh to address how the once a year
blanket permission at enrollment would be a tremendous burden on

the school district.

Number 1626

DR. MIDDAUGH explained that it takes staff time to collect the
permission slips when the students haven't brought them back to

school. It wasn't because the parents didn't want the students to
participate, but perhaps the parents were out of town or the slip
got lost. The DHSS did not use the simple mechanism of handing
something to the child to take home to the parents in the passive
parental permission exercise. There was a letter to every parent
or guardian, there were newsletters, local publicity,
Parent-Teacher Association meetings and public meetings to get
information. In talking to school district colleagues, the DHSS

found out that the logistics of getting a blanket permission at a
time before the actual survey would be given, then to enter the
data, and use it later would be very cumbersome.

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON asked why it is difficult for the school
enrollment form to include another page to sign or check off a box
when they are already maintaining registration records.

DR. MIDDAUGH said it will require the schools to set up a new
mechanism to collect and maintain those permission records which
they currently aren't doing. With the turnover in school

enrollment, at the time of actually administering the survey, they
would have to go back and specifically identify every single child
by name who then did or didn't have permission. The logistics, the
costs and the practicality of pulling the samples are going to add
a tremendous burden to the school districts as well as those

conducting the survey. He would argue that the protections of
notifying parents and giving them the chance to opt out exists
today, is effective and would meet the need of almost every person

in the state.

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON commented that most schools are automating their
records, and he suggested that the permission information could be

sorted on the computer.

DR. MIDDAUGH suggested from discussions with the school districts
that it isn't as easy as it would seem or appear.
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Number 1815

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON asked if Dr. Middaugh thought they couldn't get
enough parents to give permission for the survey on an active

basis.

DR. MIDDAUGH said the mechanisms to get active parental permission
are much more cumbersome. In 1995, Juneau used active parental
permission, and this year Sitka used active parental permission
and both had a very interesting experience in terms of the extra
costs and burdens, the number of volunteers and clerical time it

took. In order for the survey to be valid, there has to be a
certain response rate; if they don't get the response rate, then
they can't generalize the results of the survey. He encouraged the

committee to get specific testimony from those who were involved in
Juneau and Sitka to relate their experiences, because they speak
quite powerfully to the difficulty of doing this

Number 1907

CO-CHAIRMAN COGHILL asked why Anchorage decided not to take the
survey.

DR. MIDDAUGH answered that they were concerned about a potentia
lawsuit over the interpretation of the current law if they were to
undertake it with passive parental permission. The second issue is
they felt the costs and burden on their district were too great to
undertake it with active parental permission under the time frame.
They did suggest they would entertain the survey if DHSS would pay
for all the additional costs of trying to undertake it with active
parental permission, but the DHSS had no funds to do that.'

Number 1953

ELMER LINDSTROM, Special Assistant, Office of the Commissioner,
Department of Health and Social Services, came forward to testify.
Based upon the concerns of the Anchorage School District raised

over a potential lawsuit, he said, "With your permission we did
have a potential amendment drafted referenced to the original bil
that | think very narrowly addresses the concern that was raised by

Anchorage, making it abundantly clear that passive parenta
permission is permissible for anonymous surveys that are conducted
even though they might inquire into the private or personal matters
of the student or the student's family. But again, making it clear
it was only related to anonymous surveys where there was no ability
to identify individual students who took part in the study or the
results for those individuals.”

CO-CHAIRMAN COGHILL said one of his concerns is the ability of a
parent to speak to the very issue of their child taking even an

anonymous questionnaire that unduly defiles them. They may not
want them to go through that mental exercise. He said he believes
parental notification is going to be a high issue. He entertained

this amendment under advisement since they don't have a quorum.

Number 2042

MR. LINDSTROM referred to the tobacco tax discussion a few years
ago and mentioned that the state is obligated over time to show
that the increase of the tobacco tax was having the effect they

promised it would: it would reduce youth's use of tobacco. The
YRBS is the instrument to gather the data to prove to the
legislature whether the programs are working. "For youth issues
the YRBS rjally is the gold standard. It is something we hang our
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hat on everyday in the department.”

CO-CHAIRMAN COGHILL acknowledged that it is valuable information.
He thought it would be helpful if parents did a similar survey.

Number 2150

DR. MIDDAUGH said there is an adult survey, and he would love to

see it given if they could find funding. "We are identically
concerned about confidentiality and anonymity. This mechanism
assures that. It absolutely assures that no answer can be
identifiable to a person. The power of the data is that it s
mgeneralizable.' That's why we think this is a major thing that we
hope we can convince you of our case to assure our ability to do
it. We would be very happy to continue to provide additional

information and explore ways to see if we can sort out this
conundrum right now."

CO-CHAIRMAN COGHILL reiterated that parents do have access to the
actual questions prior to the survey.

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON commented that it takes the parents paying
attention to the notice and thenasking for a copy of the

questions.

DR. MIDDAUGH explained if parents ask for the questions, they will
be mailed to them; they are madeavailable at the school and
depending on the local district, a public meeting is held where
parents can come and discuss the survey and all the mechanisms for
it with someone involved in administering the survey.

DR. MIDDAUGH said the DHSS has had a lot of experience with the

survey and was caught blind sided. In 1995 things were effective
and smooth, the DHSS thought they had gained wide support to
continue to do the survey. They hope by continuing to do the
survey, it is something that can be supported; and that it does
have integrity in the notification mechanism. Their intention is

to do it every two years to have good monitoring data to tell
whether the programs are working.

Number 2253

CO-CHAIRMAN COGHILL remarked that parents quite often will not
answer very probing questions which are similar to the ones on the
survey. He believes if parents were given the questionnaire, many

would resist probing questions, even under anonymous conditions.
"In a school setting quite often, the authoritativeness of giving
a questionnaire at school almost goes unguestioned by many students

just because of the nature of the situation. Therefore, | think
that the active participation in the parents,that anybody would
agree with, that parental involvement is so important, is worth the
effort. As | read this, | am going to be looking for not only the

cost of the effort but how to facilitate that effort."

TAPE 99-30, SIDE B

Number 2336

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON summarized where he believes they are. They
agree that the information is valuable and useful for getting

grants, and they agree they want parents in the loop. The
disagreement seems to be whether the parental permission will be
active or passive. He commented that Dr. Middaugh's position is

that active permission is logistically difficult enough to call
into question the ability to do the job and get the survey.
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CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON said, "You didn't say, but were on the edge of
inferring there might not be enough parents who would actively
agree if it was really easy to get their permission. You didn't

say that, but there might not be a high enough percentage of
parents that would agree...you have no problem with active
permission if we can find a good way to do it that wasn't
logistically impractically overwhelming, and because the ways that
we've come up with of getting active permission are too cumbersome,
you're wanting to go with the best kind of a passive program, with
all the ways of notifying." He asked if that accurately
characterized Dr. Middaugh's perspective.

Number 2271

DR. MIDDAUGH said that was a very close summary. His additional
concern is the bias of the survey and the costs related to the
mechanisms of active and passive permission based on national
experience of published data in Alaska's experience. "Perhaps we
could explore what has happened here related to that question. |
don't think it is a question that enough parents don't want their

kids doing the survey that that is the issue. That's not bheen our
experience. | absolutely do think there are many parents who
absolutely do not want their kids to do the survey. I think the
goals, and | think we've met the goal, is to give a mechanism for

them to have that right protected under existing procedures. |
would like a chance to have an opportunity to arrange for you to
hear from the districts that have undergone the experience of

trying to do the active permission. | also want to make certain
that these remarks are only directed for a survey that s
completely anonymous and confidential. When we talk about anything

else then we're talking a completely different ballpark.”
CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON asked Dr. Middaugh if he just said that getting

the active permission would take enough of a group of students out
of it to bias the results, and therefore not give them an accurate

enough data base.
Numbrt 2208

DR. MIDDAUGH replied it is a concern.

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON commented, "I think you just made my case."

DR. MIDDAUGH explained the reason that the question "why do they
not get the permission in" is not because the students or the
parents object to the questions; it is because the students do not
get the permission slips returned. When given an opportunity, they
do take the survey, and they do answer it. There's a great amount

of information about that.

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON commented it doesn't seem to him that is
addressed to the parents who are doing the enrolling.

DR. MIDDAUGH continued saying, "Those data are available as well
about the acceptability to parents, and again | think actually, the
experience here of individuals involved in local districts with
their communities can help answer that exact issue that you're

getting at about why is it that individuals don't do it. The ones
that don't do it, articulate that and clearly don't participate.
There's a group that just don't participate. It's not that they

object to doing it, and given an opportunity to facilitate their
participation, they participate and the information is valuable.
It's just about a selection bias. It's very difficult to always
get to the non-responders in a survey. Their characteristics are
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often very different than those who respond. Those are often
exactly the kids we're most interested in learning about. I think
we can provide a lot of information to back that up in terms of

experience."

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON asked if Dr. Middaugh was saying that the parent
who, at the time of enrollment doesn't give permission, is the very

one they want to get information from.

Number 2111

DR. MIDDAUGH said, "No it isn't. | was talking about a specific
active written parent permission at the time of the survey. We
have no experience with your proposal which would be ‘what would
parents behavior be at the start of a school year to give a blanket
permission for a survey they can't see because it's not available
at the time they enroll their kid to be administered six months
later.' | think that is an unfair comparison."”

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON agreed. I"'m glad we got through that.

DR. MIDDAUGH said, "Yes we're talking about two different
scenarios."

Number 2084
CO-CHAIRMAN COGHILL said to Co-Chairman Dyson, "According to the
bill you have, having checked that at the beginning of the year,

they still have the chance or opportunity to opt out once the
survey is brought up for notification to be done, right?"

CO-CHAIRMAN DYSON said yes.
The committee took an at-ease from 4:35 p.m. to 4:36 p.m.

Number 2058

CO-CHAIRMAN COGHILL said his intention is to keep testimony open
and deal with this when they have a quorum. HB 70 will be
continued until Thursday.

CO-CHAIRMAN COGHILL passed the gavel back to Co-Chairman Dyson.
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Sectional for CSHB 407(HSS)

Version O

a certificate of need, that facility cannot, for any amount, construct a skilled nursing
facility or Psychl_atrlc hospital, Increase the bed capacity of a skilled nursing facility,
nor convert a building or part of a building to a skilled nursing facility or ps¥¢h|atr|c
hospital. It also prohibits the conversion of adult psychiatric beds to psychiatric beds
designated for care of a child under 21 years of_aqe. This language requires a CON
for skilled nursing facilities and psychiatric hospitals.

(a)(2) This provision stipulates that a skilled nursing facility or a psychiatric hospital
wishing to add health services that would cost $1 million or more would have to

apply for an additional CON to do so.

It also exempts from the CON provisions any health facility other than a skilled
nursing facility or psychiatric hospital in an area with a population of 55,000 or

Mmore.

"Section 1. (a)(L) This é)rovision specificall Provides that if a facility is operating under

Section 2. Provides that a facility destroyed on site or demolished on site could be
replaced v ithout having to acquire a new certificate ol need and provides that a
facility could move to a new site without a new certificate of need as long as

capacity and categories of services do not change.

Section 3. requires die department to adopt requlations to set a time limit for
department determines the application is complete.

Sectionh4.IOI Requires the department to set a time limit by which public hearings must be
eld.

Requires the department to approve or deny an application within 120 days of the
dale the department determined the application was complete.

Section 5. Places all certificate of need applications under the same standards of review
that currently exist for nursing home beds. All CON's except nursing homes had a
vague standard of review undci AS 18.07.041. This change gives a more definitive

standard for the applicants to follow.

Sections 6 _ , .
Thru 10. Technical changes required under Section 5.

Section 11,  Repeals the broad standard of review in AS 18.07.041 and repeals
18.07.03_1{Jb_) which is now AS 18.07.031(a)(1)(C) and is expanding the restrictions
to psychiatric hospitals.

Section 12.  Applicability of new statute is limited to CON applications filed on or after
the effective date.

Section 13.  Has an immediate effectiv: date.
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Subject: HB 407
ate: Sun, 7 Apr 2002 19:13:07 -0800
From: "Lewis, Steve" <STLewis@PetroStar.com> _ _

To: "'Representat!ve_Fred_DWQn@Iegf|s.state.ak.us“' <Representative_Fred Dyson@legis.stale.ak.u:
"Representative_Peggy Wilson@legis.state.ak.us" <Reprcsentative Pegqy,Wilson@legis.state.
“Representative_John_Coghil@legis.state.ak.us" <Representative_John Coghil@legis.state.ak.i
""Representative V|c_T<ohrmg@leg|s_.state.ak.|s"'<ReFEJresentanv_e_Vw_Kohrmg leqis.state.ak.
"Representative Garry Stevens@regis.state.at.us™ <Representative Garry_St.evens%Ieg|s.state
"Represenative Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us™ <Represenative Sharon” Cissna@legis.state..
"Represenative_Reggie Joule@Ilegis.state.ak.us™ <Represenative Reggie Joule@legis.state.ak>

Dear Representatives,

It is my understanding that HB-407 w ill be coming up for a vote in the
House HESS committee early next week and | would urge each of you to vote in
favor of HB 407 and move it out of your committee, as it is currently
drafted, to the Rules Committee. Petro Star Inc.and our subsidiaries
Sourdough fuel and Petroleum Sales, along with our Sister companies Natchig,
APC and Houston Contracting CO. employ more than 800 employees in the

Fairbanks area. "Not “only. do we have that many employees, but for the most
part each of thenrfep'resents a, house*. hold that we provide medical benefits
to. After living in Fairbanks for more 'than 24 years of my career, before
moving to Anchorage, | certainly recognize the politics involved in this
issue and the special interest that are represented on both sides. However, *
not only does this bill provide an avenue for competition, which 'is always * *
good from the stand point of cost, but it also gives the citizens of the *
North i-Stai" Borough greater choices relative to their medical care, both from [
"a dollar standpoint and ~availability '0f services. Not only is the current
system potentially costly to our ‘company, it limits the choices of our
employees. Competition is good for the community fend lack of it can, only
produce higher cost and less services. Again | would urge you to V0|Ce in
flavor* of ~HB-407. * V*,
> : > *
iSincerely,
*
Stephen T. Lewis It . ¢ e .
Chairman and CEO . * * * * n
> U

Petro Star Inc.
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“oSection 1. (a)(1) This provision _specificallty Provides that if a facility is operating under
a certificate of need, that facility cannof, for any amount, construct a skilled nursing
facility or Psych[atnc hospital, Increase the bed capacity of a skilled nursing facility,
nor convert a building or part of a building to a skilled nursing facility or psrghlatrlc
hospital. It also prohibits the conversion of adult psychiatric beds to psychiatric beds
designated for care of a child under 21 years of_aqe. This language requires a CON
for skilled nursing facilities and psychiatric hospitals,

(a)(2) This provision stipulates that a skilled nursing facility or a psychiatric hospital
wishing to add health services that would cost $L million or more would have to

apply for an additional CON to do so.

It also exempts from the CON provisions any health facility oth r than a skilled
nursing facility or psychiatric hospital in an area with a population of 55,000 or

MOre.

Section 2. Provides that a facility destroyed on site or demolished on site could be
replaced v itbout having to acquire a new certificate ol need and provides that a
facility could move to a new site without a new certificate of need as long as
capacity and categories ol services do not change.

Section 3. Requires die department to adopt regulations to set a time limit for
department determines the application is * ompletc.

Section 4, Requires the department to set a time limit by which public hearings must be

Requires the department to approve or deny an application within 120 days of the
dale the department determined the application was complete.

Section 5. Places till certificate of need apL ications under the same standards of review
that currently exist for nursing home beds. All CON's except nursing homes had a
vague standard of review under AS 18.07.04 1. This change gives a more definitive

standard for the applicants to follow.

Sections 6 _ , .
Thru 10. Technical changes required under Section 5.

Section 11, Repeals the broad standard of review in AS 18.07041 and repeals
18.07.03_1{)b_) which is now AS 18.07.031(a)(1)(C) and is expanding the restrictions
to psychiatric hospitals.

Section 12.  Applicability of new statute is limited to CON applications filed on or after
the effective date.

SeCtlon 13. Has an immediate eflcctiv Jute



EXISTING LAW:

Sec. 14.03.110.Questionnaires and surveys administered in public schools.

(a) A school district, principal or other person in charge of a public school, or teacher in a
public school may not aominister or permit to be administered in a school a questionnaire or
survey, whether anonymous or not, that inquires into personal or private family affairs of the
student not a matter of public record or subject to public observation unless written permission

is obtained from the student's parent or legal guardian.

(b) For an anonymous questionnaire or survey, written permission required under (a) of this
section may be obtained annually and is valid until the commencement of the subsequent school
year or until the parent or legal guardian who gave permission submits a written withdrawal of
permission to the school principal. The school shall provide each student's parent or legal
guardian at least two weeks' notice before administering a questionnaire or

survey described under this subsection.

(c) If a school administers to a student a questionnaire or survey that is not anonymous, the
school shall obtain the written permission required under (a) of this section from the student's
parent or legal guardian at least two weeks before the questionnaire or survey is administered.

(d) The school shall give a student's parent or guardian an opportunity to review the
questionnaire or survey described under (b) or (c) of this section and shall give the parent or

guardian written notice regarding

(1) how the questionnaire or survey will be administered to the student;
(2) how the results of the survey or questionnaire will be used; and

(3) who will have access to the questionnaire or survey.

(e) A student may refuse to participate in a questionnaire or survey administered in a public

school. A student's parent or legal guardian may refuse
to allow the student to participate in a specified questionnaire or survey.

(f) In this section, "questionnaire or survey" means a list of questions to, or information

collected from, a class or group of students.



Fred, this is in response to a question you asked me about

TISL (Truth-in-sentencing law) — where is Alaska in it..,
Don Bullock answered pretty well, and offered more, but | told

him to hold off unless we decide to do more with it.

Please send this back (with further instructions) so I can file it
under "potential legislation.

Thanks.
Wes



Legislative R esearch Services

Alaska State Legislature State Capitol
Legislative Affairs Agency Juneau, AK 99801

Division ofLegaland Research Services Phone:907-465-3991
Fax: 907-465-3908

April 4, 2002

Memorandum

TO: Representative Fred

FROM: Donald Bullock Jr. M
Legislative Analyst

RE:  Truth-in-Sentencing Law in Alaska and Eligibility for Federal Funding
Research Request 02.189

You asked us to report on the attempts in Alaska to pass truth in sentencing legislation and whether federal
money is available to states that enact such laws. A "Truth-in-Sentencing Law'* (TISL) addresses the criminal
sentence imposed by a court and the actual time an offender serves in prison.1 In general, TISLs require courts
to clearly state the period during which an offender would be incarcerated, when the offender would be eligible for
parole, and the possibilities for early release. The intent of TISLs is to require courts to order that offenders be
incarcerated for a significant portion of their sentences, before being released on probation or parole. Most states
with TISLs require offenders to serve 85% of the prison sentence in an institution.

In order to motivate states to enact TISLs, the federal government offered grants for the building and expansion of
state prisons to partially offset the costs of longer periods of incarceration. However, federal funding for prison
grants stopped after federal fiscal year 2001 because the Bush administration cojicjuded_thal.ths—gnaDts"had

The Alaska Truth in Sentencing Act of 1997 requires a minimum term of incarceration that is not less than two-
thirds of the total sentence of imprisonment.4 Despite the enactment of Alaska's TISL, the State never received
federaLorison grants, partly because the two-thirds imprisonment requirement was lessjhan the 85% JeHerai.
standard for grant eligibility? Federal fundinglslid'lbnger available; therefore amendingTtlaska law to require
tfTSTB"/Tof a sentence be served would not result in an increase in federal funds to the State.

| hope you find this information to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or need
additional information.

1Donna Lyons, “Truth in Sentencing,” NCSL LegisBricf, vol. 7, No. 21 (April/May 1999), available on the Internet at
http:/fwww.ncsl org/legis/LBRIEFS/legis721.htm.

2Paula M. Ditton and Doris James Wilson, "Truth in Sentencing in State Prisons,” Bureau of Justice Statistics, Special Report éU.S. Dept,
of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, January 1999). The report is available on the Internet at http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/paf/tssp.paf.

3'Analytical Perspectives, Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2002," Budget of the United States Government
(Executive Office of the President, 2001), p. 200. This publication is available on the Internet at
http://w3.access.gpo.gov/usbudgetyfy2002/pdf/spec pdf.

4 The Alaska Truth In Sentencing Act of 1997, Chapter 37, SLA 1997, amended AS 12.55.015, AS 12.55.025, and Rule 32.2(e) of the
Alaska Rules of Criminal Procedure.

5According to Margot Knuth, Commissioner’s Office of the Department of Corrections (465-4338), there were limited exceptions to the
85% federal requirement; however, Alaska never received grant money under this program.


http://www.ncsl
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/tssp.pdf
http://w3.access.gpo.gov/usbudgetyfy2002/pdf/spec

more HB 408 points

Sutgect: more HB 408 80|nts
ate: Wed, 17 Aforz 02 23:29:54 -0800
From: Lisa Torkelson <lisa@advanced-design.com>
To: Wes Keller <Wes_Keller@legis,state.ak.us>

Other points | made in HESS (use as you seg fit):

1 Kids cannot_?o on field trips without parent's permission nor can they be given aspirin. Surveys
should be no different.

2 rIhelre are sources of documented evidence that anonymity does NOT exist when surveying students in
schoal,

3. There is a list of places where hard, reliable data can be gathered and it's not from a student survey.

4. We have been told that the Federal government does not make money contingent on the provision of
specific survey data.

5. Federal law also prohibits making the 'sharing of personal data’ mandatory when it is tied to grants.

6. Self-rego(ited daéa IS not re.liabhe._The committee sources that can show where students have lied., .. _
bragged and played games with their answers. - D W » «V0«

1. It tiiis bill passes, the school district will stand wide-open for potential lawsuits. And, | can tell you
that lawsuits are much more expensive than most grants.

8. Finally, HB 408 does not limit questions to just those found in the YRBS...as if those aren't enough
to make you pause. There is documented evidence that any tO-P'C is (and has been) open for discussion
within thie confines of a survey (race and gender of other family members, family stability, parent
income, family extracurricular activities, allowance amounts, who all lives in a particular home, if
parents like their kids, and a whole lot more),

(checK out questions 41 on in the attachment)

Backup for above:

A)SD field trips reqzuire parent permission, but nothing is posted for surveys:
http://www.asd .kl 2.ak.us/aboutasd/registration.html#fieldtrip

2 .

F%om: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com> (She's the NJ Mom in court)

Date: Maon, 8 Apr2002 07:40:29 EDT _ . _
Anonymity does not exist when surveying students in schools. These surveys ask such specific questions
(age, race, grade, sex, if you live with one or both parents, how long you've lived in town, the level of
education of your father, of your mother, what grades you get, etc.). I would have no trouble picking out
my child's survey out 02000 surveys. These surveys are given in classes of20-25 students, thus
narrowing down which survey belongs to whom. Kids were saying that they had to hand in their surveys

4/18/2002 9:52 AM
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more hJE.408 points

front-to-hack, row-by-row (every teacher has a seating assignment chart). One student at our high school
said he was caught ¢ angmg his race on his survey so the administrator made him go to another room
and fill it out eorrectly. A mother complained that when her child missed the survey on Fndax, upon his
return to school on Monday, he "as made to take the survey while the rest of the class read. Another
mother said her son was pulled into the office and questioned about his “alarming" answers on his
survey. At one school, the surveys were a_ctuallr labelled with the students' names. Let's not for?et that
these surveys have our children's fingerprints all over them. Ridgewood qnored the guidelines for
administering the surveg in an anonymous and voluntary fashion —the only guideline they followed was
that the students use a #2 pencil! What's to stop another'school district like Ridgewood from doing the

same thing?

i
From: "Carole Nunn" <Car0|eanunn@aol.com>

Date: Mon, 8Aﬂr 2002 07:40:29 ED . _ _
It seems to me that the Feds would want valid, accurate and reliable hard data. This can be found by

gathering data from police stations, emergency rooms, drug and rehah centers, planned parenthood,
mental health clinics, fire stations, social Service agencies, etc. Relying on students to be truthful about
their risky behaviors is not the way to go.

4

F)rom: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>

Date; Sat, 6 Apr2002 08:26:28 EST _ _

Testimony was heard from all the state agencies (state attorney general's office, health dePartment,
education department, schools boards association, etc.) bemoaning the fact that they would lose federal
funding if they couldn't survekl students and get back a high percentage ofcomPIeted surveys (which
would require passive consent because with active consent a low percentage ot consent forms come back
from the parents). Senator Martin, Chairman of the Senate Education Committee, demanded that these
state agencies hand over to him letters from the federal agencies stating that federal funds were
contingent on survey data. These state agrenues could not produce these letters because no federal
agency was going to put that in writing. Therefore, Senator Martin considered their testimony invalid.

) . |
Federal Law: Title 20 USC 1232i:
(a) Refusal to supply personal data on students or families

Except as provided in section 1232q(b)(/)(D) of this title, the
refusal of a State or local educational agency or institution of
higher education, community colle?e, school, agency offering a
preschool program, or other educational institution to provide
personally identifiable data on students or their families, as a
part ofany applicable program, to any Federal office, agency,
department, or other third party, on the grounds thatit =~
constitutes a violation of the right to privacy and confidentiality
of students or their parents, shall not constitute sufficient
grounds for the suspension or termination of Federal assistance.
uch a refusal shall also not constitute sufficient grounds for a
denial of, a refusal to consider, or a delay in the consideration
of, fundm? for such a recipient in succeeding fiscal years. In
the case 0T any dispute arising under this section, reasonable
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notice and opportunity for a hearing shall be afforded the applicant.

6)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>

Date: Mon, 8 Apr2002 07:40:29 EDT _ o _ .
Firstly, self-reported data is neither valid nor reliable. Kids lie on these surveys —kids were bragging

about how the%/ changed their age, race and sex and then the fun and games began. Studies show that
asking teens about their risky behaviors is not the way to seek legitimate survey data.

7

F%om: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>

Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08:26:28 EST _ o N

Regarding our lawsuit, after two years of court battle, we are gust now entering into deposition and
discovery. M){ attorney estimates that his legal bill so far is $50,000 which means the school district's
bill is probably about the same. Now that we are into the deposition and discovery phase, the legal fees
are going to soar! Thank God Rutherford Institute is footing the bill. Of course, when (not if) we win the
lawsuit, the school district's insurance company will be footing the total biill... which I imagine will be in

the hundreds o f thousands.

8)

From: Caroleanunn@aol.com

Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08:26:28 EST _

Site related to the Ridgewood, New Jersey case in court
http:/lwww.geocities.com/ridgewoodschools/scliool.htm

Also, the United States Justice Foundation lists samples* (in PDF format) that can be downloaded:
http://www.usjf.net/html/surveys.htm 1

*L will send these PDF files in a separate e-mail,

Name: prospectssurvey.pdf
Type: Acrobat (application/pdf)
Enaoding: hase64 _
Downlload Statis: Not downloaded with message
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Prospects: The Congressionally-Mandated Study

of Educational Growth and O pportunity

StuontQesstiaraireGrades 68
(USJFNOTE : ThisQuestaaTaireves aloussd farGrade 35)

Form Approved OM.B. No. 18/5-00U4 Bqires 12/31/A

PurposeoftteStudy

The Prospects study is being conducted For the Office ofPolicy and Planning o fthe U S Department of Education.
Prospects is a Congressionally-mandated longitudinal study ofthe impact of Chapter _1’pro rams on students’
academic achievement and other educational and behavioral outcomes. Theevaluation will be based upon surveys
ofnationally representative samples ofstudents attending public schools during the 1990s. The Base Year survey
was conducted in 1991;annual follow-up surveys will track students' progress each year through 1996.

This questionnaire should be com\oleted by students enrolled in the 6th throu%h 8thgrades who are participating in
the study. This questionnaire should take participating students an average o f50 minutes to complete, including the
time for instructions and answering all items.

Comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this data collection, including suggestions for
reducing response burden should be addressed to the U.S. Department o fEducation, Information Management
and Compliance Division, Washington, D.C. 20202-4651; and to the Office ofManagement and Budget, Paper-
work Reduction Project, 1875-NEW, Washington, D.C. 20503,

All information that would permit identification o findividual respondents will be held in strict confidence, and will
be used only by persons engaged in and for the purposes o fthe survey, and will not be disclosed or released to
others forany purpose except as required by law. This survey isauthorized by law (P.L. 100-297, Section 1452).
While participation in the survey is voluntary, your cooperation is needed to make the resu Its o fthis study compre-

hensive, accurate, and timely.



Instructions Directions for filling out this questionnaire are provided with each question. Here are some examples
ofthe different kinds of instructions you will see, and the right way to answer each type ofquestion.
(Mark only one answer)

1. What is the color o fyour eyes? (Mark only one answer)

Brown Blue Green Another color

|fyoureyes are green, you would mark only the oval to the right o £ Green”.

(Markall thatapply)AZ -Last week, didyou do any or the following things? (Mark all that apply)
Seeaplay Gotoamovie Attend a sports event

|fyou went to aplay and aﬁo'vie, yoq would mark the first two ovals.

(Mark one answer on each line) ;

3. Doyou plan todoany ofthe following tilings next week? (Mark one answer an each line)

N _ Yes No Not Sure
a. Visitarelative
b. Go toa museum
¢. Gotoalibrary o'

(Mark only one answer) with “ Other (write in)"

4. What is your favorite sport? (Mark OHIK one answer) IS8

Basehall Tenni_sSwimminﬁ Other (write in) _
I]‘)f]ourff%/%nte sport is baskethall you would print“baskethall" in the space as shown, and mark the oval to the
righto f'Other”.

WE HOPE YOU WILLANSWER EVERY QUESTION THAT APPLIES £0YOU, BUT YOU MAY
SKIPANY QUESTION YOU DO NOT WISH TOANSWER .

QurrentSdool Work
1. Which ofthe following courses or classes did you take this school year? (Mark one answer for each type of
Course) Yes No Not Offered

a English (including literature, writing, or language arts)

b. Mathematics

cHstoy N |

d. Social studies (including government or civics, economics, geography, current events)
e. Foreign language

f. Science _

0. Computer education



1. Music _

J.Home economics

k. Shop

L Typing

m. Other Technical Courses
n. Business

0. Agriculture

2. During this school year, have you done any ofthese tilings at school before or after the regular school day?
(Mark one answer on each line)

a. Instruction in reading

b. Instruction in math _

¢. School sports (softball, tumbling, etc.)

d. Band or orchestra

e.Chorusorchoir & m

f. Acting, singing or dancing inschoolplays

Gradessad Perfomance

3. During the past semester, what grades have you received in English and mathematics? (For each subject,
mark one statement that best describes your grades) . _

_ Reading, English, Language Arts Math
a. Mostly A’s (a numerical average 0f90-100) N
b. About halfA'sand halfWs (85-S9) 4
C. Mostly B's é80-842
d. About halfB'sand halfVs (75-79)
e. Mostly C's(70-74)
f. About halfC'sand halfD's (65-69)
ﬁ' Mostly D's (60-64)
n. Mostly below D (below 60) _ _
1Does not appIY to me - did not take this course this year
j. Does not apply to me - my classes are not graded

4. During atypical week, how much writing do you do in school? (Mark only one answer)

a. | write something almost every day

b. ['write something 3 or 4 times a week
c. | write something Lor 2 times ~week
d. I do no writing at all

5. Which ofthe following kinds or writing activities did you do during a typical week in school this term?
(Mark all thatapply)

aldidnowriting
b. Lcompleted answers inaworkbook

¢. lwrote inmyjournal



d. [ wrote a short story
e. | wrote aschool report

6. During a typical week, how muchwriting do you do outside ofschool? (Mark only one answer)

a. | write something aimost every day

b. I write something 3 or 4 times a week
. | write something Lor2 times a week
d. I'do no writing atall

7. Which o fthe following types o fwriting did you do outside o fschool this term? (Mark one answer on each
line) Daily Every Week Every Month ~ Don't Read

a. | did nowriting

b. | wrote letters

¢. | wrote inmyjournal
d.| wrote ashort story

e. | wrote aschool report

8. Which statement best describes your ability in mathematics? (Mark only one answer)

| have a lot of trouble with mathematics and often Eet things wrong
| find mathematics hard, but | candothework OK
Lhave an easy time with mathematics and usually get things right
Not applicable - 1am not taking mathematics this term

9. Which statement best describes your current reading ability? (Mark only one answer)

| #
| have alot o ftrouble reading
| find reading hard, but I can usually read OK A
| am avery good reader i
10. Mark whether the followingha{e true or false statements about the way you your English or reading class this
term. (Mark one answer on each line) True False

a. Class material was difficult to leam

b. | had trouble keeping up with the homework
c.Theclasswasfun

d. I would do much betterin English if I had more help

11, If Lreally work hard in English class... (Mark only one answer)
| will be one ofthe best students in English

|willdoOK inEnglish
| will still not do well inEnglish



12, During a typical week in your English or reading class, how much do you do ofeach ofthe following?
(Make one answer on each line)

a Listentolectures

b. Participate in class discussions

¢. Work in small groups of students
d. Do seat work

13. Mark whether the following are true or raise statements about the way you feel about your mathematics
class. (Mark one ansvyeron each line) rue False

a. Class materialwas 'difficult to leam

b. I had trouble keeping up with the homework
c.Theclasswasfun o

d. Iwould do much better in mathematics if | had more help

14. 111 really work hard in my mathematics class, (Mark only one answer)

| will be one o fthe best students in mathematics |
1willdo OK inmathematics |
| will still not do well in mathematics

15. During a typical week in your mathematics class this term, how much do you do each of the following?
(Mark one answer on each line) Aost™  Sometimes  Rarely Never

a. Listen to lectures or view board work the teacher does
b. Participate in class discussions or doing board work
¢. Work in small groups o students,
d. Do seat work _ o
e. Notapplicable - not taking mathematics this term
v 9
16. During this school year, have you participated inany ofthe following school activities after the regular school
day? (Mark one answer to describe your involvement ineachactivity) No ~ Yes  Not Available

a. School sports teams (playing against teams from otherschools&
b. Intramural sports (playing against teams from your own schoo

¢. Cheerleader, majorette, pep club

d. Band or orchestra

e. Chorus, choir or drama club o _

f. Hobby ciubs, suchas photograph?;, model building; electronics, crafts

ﬂ' School subject-matter clubs, such as science, history, language, business, art

. Honorary clubs, such as National Honor Society

I. Student government or student council

. Debating or speech team

k. Student newspaper or yearbook _

1 Vocational education clubs, such as Future Homemakers, Future Teachers, Future Farmers, Future Business

Leaders, VICA, or DECA



17. How important to you is participation in school sports or athletics? (Mark only one answer)
Veiyimportant Important ~ Notvery important ~ Not important atall

Sdool Atterchnee
18 What were the reasons that you missed any days ofschool thisyear? (Mark all that apply)

a. | did not miss any days ofschool this year

b. | was sick _

. I had to care for afamily member

d. I had to getajob to help m?]/ family _

e. | had problems witji a teacher or other adult in school

f. 1 had problems with another student or group o f students
H. | wanted to spend time with my friends who were not in school
. | couldn’tkeep up with my school work

I. [ felt I didn'tbelong atschool 4

j. My English was not good enough

k.~ Iwas traveling A

19. How often doyou cut or skip classes? (l\/’l’a%nly one answer)

Never Yy J)

Less than once a week

At least once aweek, but not every day

At least once a day 7>

20. How often do you feel thatitis“ OK” foryou to... (Mark one ansier for each line)
Never ~ Really  Sometimes Often

a. Be late for school

b. Cutacouple ofclasses

¢. Skip school for the whole day kd

21. How many times did the following things happen toyou during this school year?
(Mark one answer on each line) , _ _
Never 1-2Times 3-4Times  5+Times

a. | helped tomonitor halls, cafeteria, or classes

b. My class work was publicly Pra|sed inschool _

. | was sent to the prlnuf)al’so fice because | was mishehaving
d. | was kept after school for detention

e. | was puton an in-school suspension

f. 1 was given an out-of-school suspension

0. | was put on probation from school

22. During this school year, how many times have any of the flowing things happened toyou? (Mark one
answeron each line)



a. | was given an award for good attendance
b. [ was given an award for my school grades
c. | served on a committee foraschool activity
d. | represented my school at an event outside school o
e. lwas elected as an officer o fmy class, a school club, or another school organization
f. I had something stolen from me at school
H. Someone offered to sell me drugs at school
. Someane threatened to hurt me at school

StuontAdivitiesQutsiceof Sdool

23. During this year, have you participated inany o fthe following activities outside ofschool, either asa member
orasanofficer (for example, vice president, coordinator, team captain)? (Mark one answer to descrioe your

involvement ineachactivity)7 v Have Not Have
a. Scouting v £ '
b. Religious youth groups AR

¢. Community youth groups, suchasBoys' Clubs, Girls' Clubs, 4-H, Junior Achievement

d. Community team sports
e. Hobby or special interest clubs %
f. Community service activities or volunteerwork cry)

24. How often do you attend or participate in the following? (Mark one answer on each line)

Orten Sometimes ~ Rarely ~ Never
a. Attend religious services t
b. Participate in church or temple-sponsored activities
VoS
25. Do you attend classes or take lessons outsice ofyour regular school day to study any of the following?
(Mark alLthatapply) M
sLgp'

a. Art, music or dance lessons

b. Language lessons

C. Religious instruction

d. Computers _
e. SpOrts, exercise or gymnastics

26. How much readin’r%Ado you do each week on your own outside o fschool - not in connection with school
work or homewaork? (Mark only one answer)

None Lhourorless2-3  hours 4-5 hours 6 hours or more
27. How often do you read the following types of material outside ofschool? (Mark one iswer on each line)
Daily Every Week Every Month ~ Don'tread outside school

a. Newspapers



b. Magazines

c. Novels

d. Non-fiction books
e.Comics

f. Other materials

28. How often do you go to apublic library in your town or community (Not in school) (Mark only one answer)
Onceaweek  Onceeverytwoweeks — Onceamonth A few times ayear Never

29. During the school year, how many hours a day do you usually watch TV on school days— (Monday
through Friday)? (Mark Qnly one answer)

V-
| don'twatch TV on school days
Less than Lhouraday 1-2 hours 2-3 hours 3-4 hours 4-5 hours

Morethan5 hoursaday 3 ;t>
30. Duringz the school year, how manff hours aday do you usually watch TV on weekends (Saturday and

Sunday)? (Mark only one answer)

| don'twatch TV on weekends 3

Less than Lhouraday 1-2hours  2-3 hours 3-4 hours  4-5 hours
More than 5 hours a day 5

31, What kinds oftelevision programs do you usually watch? (Mark all that apply)

a | don'twatch TV

b. Sports

c. News

d. Music Videos .
e. Cartoons VA
f. Movies _

ﬁ' Weekly TV series

. Science or nature programs

1. Other educational programs

32. Does your teacher ever assign television programs for you to watch at home? Yes  No

Including homewaork you may finish before you leave school, about how much time do you spend on home-
work each week? (Mark only one answer)

No homework is ever assigned | have homewaork, but | don'tdo it
Less than 1hour a week

1-3 hours a week

4-5 hours a week

6-9 hours a week

10 or more hours



34. About how much o fyour assigned homewaork do you usually do? (Mark only one answer)

No homework is ever assigned

| don’tdo any assigned homework

| do about one-quarter or less ofass,lgned homework
| do about halfofassigned homewor

| do about three-quarters o fassigned homework

| doall ofthe assigned homewaor

35. Where do you usually do your homework? (Mark only one answer)
N

No homewaork s ever assiqned
In school, during the school day

Athome _
Atalibrary or another place outside my home

36. How often is your homewaork gradeg/ a\pvd returned toyou? (Mark only one answer)

No homework is ever assigned
Always

Sometimes

Rarely

Never

37, During this school year have you had a payingjob (not counting work around the house)? (Mark only one
answer) Yes  No

38. How many hours do you usually work for pay each week during the school year? (Mark only one answer)

Between Land 4 hours a week
Between 5 and 14 hours a week
Between 15 and 20 hours a week
Over 20 hours a week

40.  During the current school year how much time do around your home atjohs you do not get paid for?
(Mark only one answer)

None

Between 1and 4 hours a week
Between 5 and 14 hours a week
Between 15 and 20 hours a week
Over 20 hours a week

AcoutYaourFamily
41, What language do the people inyour home speak most ofthe time? (Mark only one answer)



