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Support fo r HB 408

Subject: Support for HB 408
Date: Mon, 08 Apr 2002 18:29:40 -0800 

From: "Anita Hazel 1-Parrish" <anitalbbbs@hotmail.com>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@lcgis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us, 
Represenlative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us, 
Rcpresentative_Gary_Stevens@legis.stale.ak.us, 
Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Chairman Dyson, Representative Wilson, Representative Stevens, 
Representative Kohring, Representative Joule, Representative Coghill and 
Representative Cissna,

As a parent, PTA member, concerned citizen and youth worker I urge you to 
support changing existing laws requiring active parental consent for 
anonymous surveys, to passive consent, provided there is adequate notice for
parental response. I want my daughter and other Alaskan children to grow up
in a state that is responsive to their needs. But how do we find out what is
really happening with our kids without asking them with such questionnaires?

Experience in Alaska and other states that have experimented with active 
parental consent has shown that enough permission forms for a worthy study 
simply do not come in. In cases where school personnel have gone to 
extraordinary lengths to get them (for example, the CHOICE program here in 
Juneau) the results cire overwhelmingly in favor of survey administration. 
This tells me that the law is making educators lives hard for no good 
reason.

And what is the cost in the end? Trends in grant funding are very clear.
If you want money to fund prograns that benefit children, you must be able 
to measure results. Across the nation states use results of Youth Risk 
Behavior Surveys developed with the Centers for Disease Control for this 
purpose. Alaskan organizations dedicated to the well-being of our children 
are at a disadvantage when they compete for these funds because they cannot 
show valid evaluation results. We are missing the boat and our kids are 
paying this price.

I urge each and every one of you to please move this vital legislation 
forward as quickly as possible. Thank you for considering my input.

Respectfully,
Anita Hazell Parrish 
Juneau, 789-0280
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HB408

Subject: HB408
Date: Tue, 09 Apr 2002 20:14:17 G M T  

From: akcompub@sinbad.net
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

Proposed Amendment:

bill page 2, line 7 
Sec. 4 AS 14.03.110(d)

add after "section must"

" ...be mailed directly to the parent or guardian of each student by first class
U.S. mail and must..." "include..."
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

P.O. BOX 110700111 MONO COURT HOUHP. 5m /WOK JUNEAU, A /.ASKA m i l O.iWl PHONE: (007)465-3600PAX: (907)463-2530

To  v * KNOIYJ.ESGOVERNOR

April 17,2002

Honorable Fred Dyson 
House o f  Representatives 
State Capitol -  Room 104 
Juneau, AIC 99801-1182

Re: House HES committee hearing on HB 408

Dear Representative Dyson:

I. Introduction

Two issues arose during the hearing in the House HES committee on HB 408, held 
on April 11, 2002 which require some further clarification. Those issues are:

A. W hat are the consequences for teachers and other school district employees 
who disregard the anonymity and confidentiality protections contained in HB 408 if  
passed?

and
B. W hat is the effect o f  the case referred to as the “New Jersey case” on Alaska 

law governing student surveys?

II. Short Answer

A. The consequences for teachers and other school district employees who 
disregard the protections for students and families in HB 408 include employee discipline 
and, for certified teaching staff, the potential for a finding o f  an ethical or teaching 
practices violation by the Professional Teaching Practices Commission (PTPC) resulting 
in the potential for revocation or suspension o f the certificate in certain circumstances. In 
addition a public servant may be charged with a m isdemeanor crime under AS 11.56.860.

B. In the New Jersey case, C.N. et al. v. Ridgewood Board o f Education, an 
appeals court remanded the case back to the trial court for further evidence o f the 
voluntary nature o f a student survey the trial court found to be voluntary without a trial. 
The New Jersey appeals court did not dispute or change the trial court’s legal conclusion 
that the federal written parental consent provision would not apply to a voluntary and
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anonymous survey. While this case serves as a guideline in reviewing student survey 
procedures it docs not serve as legal precedent in Alaska and is not relevant to a 
voluntary survey as described in HB 408.

HI. Analysis

A. S ta ff Consequences

The legislature has previously provided for both employee and certification 
consequences if  a teacher or other slaff member fails to follow the requirements 
contained in FIB 408 if  passed into law. In addition, a person who is or has been a public 
servant may be charged with a Class A misdemeanor for misuse o f confidential 
information as defined in AS 11.56.860.

Under current Alaska law two governing bodies are responsible for ensuring 
compliance with applicable rules by the certificated staff o f a school district. First, the 
school district is authorized to dismiss a teacher, even if tenured, for substantial 
noncompliance with the school laws o f the state (including AS 14.03.110) the regulations 
or bylaws o f the department, the bylaws o f the district, or the written rules o f  the 
superintendent under AS 14.20.170(a)(3). A teacher is defined to include all certified 
school staff. A teacher who has not acquired tenure rights is subject to nonretention for 
the school year following the expiration o f the teacher's contract for any cause that the 
district determines to be adequate under AS 14.20.175.

Second, disciplinary action may be imposed by the Professional Teaching 
Practices Commission (PTPC) if  a school district did not act to address a violation o f a 
school law such as HB 408. The PTPC may revoke or suspend a teaching certificate if  a 
teacher fails to comply substantially with the school laws o f the state or if  the PTPC 
determines that there has been a violation o f ethical or professional standards under 
AS 14.20.030 including a violation o f an ethical standard. The ethical standards include a 
requirement that teachers “keep in confidence information that has been obtained in the 
course o f  providing professional service, unless disclosure serves a compelling 
professional purpose or is required by law” under 4 A AC 10.020(8).

In addition, a public servant may be charged with a Class A misdemeanor for the 
crime o f  misuse o f  confidential information if  the person (1) learns confidential 
information through employment as a public servant and (2) while in office or after 
leaving office, uses the confidential information for personal gain or in a manner not 
connected with the performance o f  official duties other than by giving sworn testimony 
or evidence in a legal proceeding in conformance with a court order. This crime as well



H o n o ra b le  F re d  D y s o n
H o u s e  o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s

A p r i l 1 7 , 2 0 0 2
P a g e  3

as the employee and teaching practices standards appear to be adequate protections for 
students and fam ili -s fearful o f an unauthorized breach o f confidentiality in connection 
with the administration o f  a voluntary and anonymous survey.1

B. The Effect o f  the New Jersey Case in Alaska

Hearing testimony before the committee on FIB 408 included references to a New  
Jersey case that challenged the administration o f a student survey in that state under 
federal law. A  federal trial court had determined prior to trial that the specific student 
survey had not violated statutory or constitutional requirements because it was 
anonymous and voluntary. An appeals court then reversed the decision because the 
district court had not permitted adequate discovery before reaching its summary 
conclusion.

The U .S. Court o f  Appeals for the 3 rd Circuit decision has resulted in some 
confusion about its applicability to H B  408. The restrictions placed on student surveys 
by the Protection o f  Pupil Rights Amendment (P .P .R .A .), 20 U .S .C . 12 j2h  provide that 
parental consent must be secured prior to requiring participation o f  a student in a survey 
i f  the survey addresses certain subjects. In C.N. et al. v. Ridgewood Board of Education, 
No. 01-1637 (Dec. 10, 2001) the appeals court reversed and remanded the case not 
because there was a particular problem with the survey but because the lower court’s 
decision was reached by summary judgment without adequate discovery. The court 
remanded the case because discovery had not been permitted by the court to determine 
whether the students were adequately informed that the survey was “voluntary and 
anonymous” or whether the students were required to take the survey. (The other 
consideration upon remand w ill he that, i f  the survey was required, was the required 
participation in compliance with board policy to determine whether the board is immune 
from suit.)

The district court case, C.N. el al. v. Ridgewood Board o f Education, 146 
F.Supp.2d 528 (D .N .J. 2001) had dismissed the matter without trial on a determination 
that, under the PPRA, i f  the survey was “voluntary and anonymous” the PPRA was not 
applicable and written parental consent was not necessary. The ruling o f  the appeals 
court does not affect that legal analysis. Thus the case does not have a bearing on the 
current state law  or the proposed changes in HB 408.

1 in addition to the consequences described, a case pending before the United States Supreme Court, Gonzayji 
University v, Doe fCase No. 01-679,), will decide whether parents or students have individual l ights under the 
Family Education Records Privacy Act, that can be enforced through federal civil rights lawsuits. It is unclear, 
however, whether an anonymous survey falls within this federal act.
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While these cases serve as a guideline in reviewing student survey procedures it 
does not serve as legal precedent in Alaska and is not relevant to a voluntary survey as 
described in I IB 408.

Sincerely,

JM:ebc

BRUCE M. BOTELHO 
ATTORNEY GENERAL y

Jean Mischel 
Assistant Attorney General

cc: Rep. Peggy Wilson
Rep. John Coghill 
Rep. Vic Kohring 
Rep. Gary Stevens 
Rep. Sharon Cissna 
Rep. Reggie Joule
Elmer Lindstrom, Deputy Commissioner, Dep't o f Health & Social Services 
Teri Campbell, Legislative Liaison, Dep't ofEducation & Early Development



.SEC. 1017. PROTECTION OF PUPILS. , ------- http://www.cd.gov/lcgislation/GOALS2000/ThcAct/sccl017.htnil

SEC. 1017. PROTECTION OF PUPILS.

Section 439 of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g) is a m e n d e d  to read as 

follows:

"PROTECTION OF PUPIL RIGHTS

"Sec. 439.

(a) All instructional materials, including teacher's manuals, films, tapes, or other supplementary ma.erial 
which will he used in connection with any survey, analysis, or evaluation as part o f any applicable 
program shall be available for inspection by the parents or guardians o f the children.
"(b) No student shall be required, as part o f any ‘.pplicable program, to submit to a survey, analysis, or 
evaluation that reveals information conceming- 

"(1) political affiliations;
"(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or his family;
"(3) sex behavior and attitudes;
"(4) jjlegal^anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;
"(5) critical appraisals o f other individuals with whom respondents have close family 
relationships;
"(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those o f lawyers, physicians, 
and ministers; or
"(7) income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program 
or for receiving financial assistance under such program), 

without the prior consent o f the student ( if  the student is an adult or emancipated minor), or in the case of 
an unemancipated minor, without the prior written consent o f the parent.
"(c) Educational agencies and institutions shall give parents and students effective notice o f their rights 
under this section.
"(d) ENFO RCEM ENT.-The Secretary shall take such action as the Secretary determines appropriate to 
enforce this section, except that action to terminate assistance provided under an applicable program 
shall be taken only i f  the Secretary determines that—

"(1) there has been a failure to comply with such section; and
"(2) compliance with such section cannot be secured by voluntary means.

"(e) OFFICE A N D  REVIEW  BO A RD .-The Secretary shall establish or designate an office and review 
board within the Department ofEducation to investigate, process, review, and adjudicate violations of 
the rights established under this section.".

-###-

SEC. 1016. AM ENDM ENTS TO SUMMER YOUTH EM PLOYM ENT AND TRAIN ING  PROGRAM.

SEC. 1018. CONTRACEPTIVE DEVICES.

l o fi 4/18/2002 11:27 AM
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Subject: voluntary vs. required - for Fred 
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 10:39:43 -0800 

From: Lisa Torkelson < lisa@advanced-design.com>  
To: Wes Keller <Wes_Keller@legi.c state.ak.us>

3rd paragraph is an excellent point!

From: Caroleanumi@aol.com 
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 07:05:30 EDT  
Subject: Re: let me get this straight 
To: lisa@advanced-design.com

Lisa... the Search Institute (156-question) survey given to the students (which the lawsuit is 
all about) had nothing printed on it that said "voluntary." ALSO, the staff never told the 
students the survey was voluntary. In fact, the students were told to take the survey 
"seriously" and according to Judge Rendell at the 3rd Circuit Court Hearing, she mentioned 
that saying to take a survey "seriously" made it sound like it was required. We continue to 
say that the survey was required -  the district continues to deny it!

ALSO, we believe that even i f  staff tell a student that a survey is voluntary, i f  under the age 
of 18, that student is considered a minor and, therefore, the parents have the right to say 
whether or not their child can participate in the survey. Minors cannot give up their rights 
... parents and guardians are there to make those kinds o f decisions -  especially when 
students are being asked intimate questions about themselves, their friends and family. 
Parents/guardians have to sign permission slips for their minor children to go on field trips, 
to be given an aspirin in school, etc. These nosy surveys should be no different.

ALSO, the PPRA (Protection o f Pupil Rights Amendment) has the word "required" in it. I 
do believe that the new Education Act regarding surveys has taken the word "required" out 
for the very reason that school districts don't seem to know the definition o f the word 
"required."

There is no such thing as VO LU N TA R Y in a M A N D A TO R Y environment. The teachers 
know it, the students know it, and the parents know it. M y kids have told me that i f  a teacher 
were to say "this is voluntary, you don't have to take it" that the first thing they would do is 
look around and see what the other students were going to do. O f course, all the 
brown-nosing, goodie goodie, teacher pet kids are going to take it. Regardless i f  the teacher 
says it is voluntary, she/he will also probably be saying "but I would like you to take it" or 
"but this is extremely important information that we need" or "I hope you will consider 
taking this for me", etc. Teachers will pressure the kids to take it v/ith words, a look, body 
language, etc. I sure don't want our family's consitutional rights to hinge on whether or not 
school personnel are trustworthy -  we have several school personnel here in Ridgewood 
who are definitely not trustworthy -  Ridgewood can't be the only school district out there 
that have untrustworthy staff.

By all means ... pressure the legislators to get actual proof (a letter) from the federal agencies 
saying that funding will depend on survey data. You have to put the onus on the surveyors to 
prove that what they are saying is (rue ... and, o f course, they will not be able to obtain such 
a letter because no federal agency will put it in writing.

l o f  2 4/18/2002 11:15 AM
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HB 408 committee testimony - REV ISED

Subject: HB 408 committee testimony - R EV IS ED  
Date: Tue, 26 Mar 2002 10:35:30 -0900 

From: Lisa Torkelson < lisa@advanced-design.com>
To: Gayle Keller <Gayle_Keller@Legis.state.ak.us>

Gayle,
After some Wes points, I  changed it again (sent Wes a copy too). I f  you or Wes could give Fred a copy of 
this one I'd appreciate it. I think it says more, but hopefully not too much. I just kept reiterating the parent 
thing.

I'll be glad when this is dead! It's hard work killing a bill!
Lisa

Anyway, here's another attempt at testimony:

My name is Lisa Torkelson. I'm a parent of two.

Three short years ago, HB 70 passed overwhelmingly with only 3 nay votes between the house and senate, 
and was signed into law by the Governor.

HB 408 before you now rips the heart out of HB 70 under the guise of minor cosmetic surgery. Whereas 
parents were specifically added to the process, HB 408 neatly carves them out.

With all its repealing and reenacting, HB 408 appears to have changed little from the original bill. 
However, the little that remains doesn't include parents.

You may hear that schools need I-IB 408 to do the Youth Risk Behavior Survey and get Federal grant 
monies. Well, HB 70 n c e r  ended survey collection. There is nothing in current law that prohibits school 
districts from getting information they want. They just need to notify parents of their intentions; 
permission is only required for inquiries into "personal or family affairs". To promote efficiency, "blanket 
permission" was allowed at the beginning of each school year (as in during registration when parents and 
students are already signing other paperwork). O 1 ^ 7

The goal was to include parents in the loop, but not make the process onerous and cumbersome for the 
schools.

On the other hand, under HB 408, anonymous surveys of any subject would no longer have a check and 
balance system. On page I, Line 6-7, 11, as long as anonymity is maintained, a district inquiring about 
students, their families, or any other subject would be totally permissible. That's like telling parents, "leave 
us your kids, but don't let the door hit you on your way out".

Current law requires at least notification for every other type of non-personal survey. This still keeps 
parents in the loop, but provides more of a "heads up" than requires an active role.

In HB 408, it is no longer clear whether or not "notification" is even required for anonymous surveys.

And finally, HB 70 narrowly defined "questionnaire or survey". This definition no longer exists in the bill

I o f 2 3/26/2002 10:44 AM
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before you now.

Vou may hear from schools that they are finding it difficult to get parents permission which is why they 
need the onus of getting it removed. However, has it occurred to them that perhaps parents don't want their 
kids surveyed?

Parents are the best judges of what their kids should be exposed to and v/hen. Long ago it was decided that 
children below the age of majority were to be under their parents'jurisdiction. This is still true today no 
matter how noble the cause. When schools want to ask personal and probing questions, parents have a 
right to respond with their child's best interest in mind.

HB 70 was all about protecting parents; HB408 is all about protecting funding for bureaucracies.

I'll conclude by requesting you to support parents' rights and vote Do Not Pass on HB 408.

Thank you for your lime and listening ears.

By the way, M r. Chairman, how will you respond to HB 408 gutting the intent of your original bill?

2 o f 2 3/26/2002 10:44 AM



Fred, Dick Block will be on T/C. He is calling from Southern California. He has done well in 
researching this for us.

He found out that the Anchorage School District (ASD) grant that was denied was for 
$186,000. He was unable to find any others that were missed. He dug and found out that 
the grant rejection was from AK DEED not the Federal DOE. He talked with the person in 
EED that did the rejecting and was told that ASu did not get the grant because their 
paperwork was deficient compared to other applicants. The districts that DID get the grant/s 
had better data because they used survey information collected before your HB 70 went into 
effect in 1999. The school district could have gotten good data to compete, but it would 
have taken more work (police department, attendance records, etc)...



Letter to the Editor Jan 19, 1999

School business isn't surveys
[Top] | [Next]

Parental rights are once again being usurped, and our children are being 
manipulated as though consumers. Last year, there was a concerted 
effort by different health care professionals to have the right to 
implement different youth surveys in our public schools.

First they wanted to do it without having written parental permission. 
When they discovered they couldn't do them without it, they forced the 
Anchorage School Board into pas..mg an O K to do them without written 
parental permission. It was only because o f the wise and honest 
decision o f the superintendent of schools, Mr. Bob Christal, were 
parental rights protected.

This year, they will be administering different surveys to our children. 
Why? So that different agencies can then compete for federal and state 
and local grants and funding! Our children are being treated as mere 
consumers, another easy source o f money.

These surveys are supposed to be anonymous. Still, i f  a child answers a 
survey question which would alarm the administrators of the test or 
others, it will be very easy for such people to narrow it down to what 
individual child it was. Even i f  answered in a joking manner, in today's 
current school climate, it will be taken as a "potential" threat. I f  the 
child answers negatively on any family issue or one regarding his 
parents, the next step will be for the authorities to begin an 
investigation into the parents!

The matters o f home and family are private, and parents need to let 
the schools and those pushing these surveys find their funding another 
way and stay out o f our private lives!

- Timothy Napier

Anchorage



[Top] | [Next]
Parents, OK those surveys

Parents are in control, as Rep. Fred Dyson points out ("Be v/ary o f 
surveys, parents," Letters, Jan. 11), so the ball is in our court. Let's 
allow our children to participate in the Search and Youth Tobacco 
Survey. We can bury our heads in the sand and deny that far too many 
o f our youths have serious obstacles to becoming healthy, productive 
Alaskans, or we can face the facts by asking questions.

In these surveys, students will be asked about the positive and negative 
things in their lives that affect their decisions about school, 
extra-curricular activities, sports and other habits. Be encouraged that 
our School District wants to continue to gather this important 
information to better plan curricula, programs and activities as well as 
evaluate progress made. That means future decisions will be based on 
current infonnation from the students rather than adult guesses and 
"national trends."

Active parent consent is a reality in other states too, in fact whenever 
federal funds are used to design Safe and Drug Free Schools Programs. 
The experience o f parents in these communities is encouraging.
Parents look forward to hearing about results and being part o f the 
solution. That's how schools, parents, families and businesses can work 
together to address strengths and weaknesses in the community. The 
Anchorage School District will do that through this newspaper, meetings 
and reports to schools.

You are encouraged to stay involved with your kids by signing parent 
permission forms giving your approval for your child to complete the 
survey.

- Judith Bendersky 

Anchorage
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I support passing House Bill 70 to protect m y  parental rights to give written permission 
when it deals with schools asking my children personal questions. I cannot depend on the 
Anchorage School District to guarantee that m y  children's right to privacy is protected. 
When schools ask students private questions, I want to know about it before they're 
asked.

It's m y  parental right to guide my children as they leam what and how much of 
themselves they should divulge and to whom. It's m y  parental duty, not the school's, to 

teach values to m y  children. It's my parental responsibility to keep track and monitor what 
m y  children do.

Please support H B  70 so it will become law. This school district has already shown me 
indifference when I've gone to them for help in resolving situations with m y  children. 
What about teaching students so they can get their diplomas, instead of snooping into 
private lives? Whose business is it anyway? Help me protect our children's right to 
privacy when we can't be there to protect them.

This bill was introduced by Rep. Fred Dyson and is being heard by the Heath, Education 
and Social Services Committee. Call your local Legislative Information Office to find out 
when. Last I knew, they would take public testimony on the bill on Thursday. In 
Anchorage, call the LIO at 258-8111 and sign up to testify. Also send support by e-mail 
to Representative_Frcd_Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us.

P.S. I'm an ordinary citizen, I don't work in the health industry, and I don’t live on the 
Hillside.

- Frank R. Phillips

Anchorage

mailto:Representative_Frcd_Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us


H B  7 0  Support

Subject: HB 70 Support
Date: Wed, 14 Apr 1999 18:26:57 -0500 

From: Andree McLeod <mcleodak@alaska.net> 
To: Representative Dyson <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a i v e  F r e d  D y s o n ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  p r o t e c t  p a r e n t ' s  a n d  f a m i l y ' s  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y .

I t ' s  h a r d  e n o u g h  r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  g o v e r m .  . . , t  
a g e n c i e s  g o i n g  i n t o  s c h o o l s  b e h i n d  o u r  b a c k s ,  i n t r u d i n g  i n  o n  o u r  c h i l d r e n ' s  
p r i v a c y  a n d  d i m i n i s h i n g  t h e i r  s t u d y  t i m e  a t  s c h o o l  b y  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s .
T h e  c o m p r o m i s e  y o u  h a v e  r e a c h e d  i n  y o u r  b i l l ,  a s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  i s  t o  g i v e  
a n n u a l  b l a n k e t  p e r m i s s i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  s c h o o l  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  A l s o ,  p a r e n t s  
w i l l  b e  n o t i f i e d  i n  a d v a n c e  b e f o r e  s p e c i r i c  s u r v e y s  a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  w h e r e  
p a r e n t s  c a n  o p t  t o  n o t  h a v e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  p a r t i c i p a t e .
A g a i n ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  y o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .  I t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e a s y  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  m o s t  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  a s  t h e y  h a v e  u s e d  t h e i r  
p o w e r  t o  u s u r p  o u r  p r i v a c y .  B u t  w h e n  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  b a c k s  t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  h o p e l e s s n e s s  a n d  h e l p l e s s n e s s  a b o u n d s  f o r  u s  c o m m o n  
f o l k .  Y o u  h a v e  t r u l y  b e e n  a  s a v i n g  g r a c e .

A n d r e e  M c L e o d

1 of 1 4 /1 5 /9 9  9 :2 4  AM
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PH H S B lo c k  Grant Fo llow -up

Subject: PHHS Block Grant Follow-up
Date: Fri, 18 Sep 1998 10:39:14 -0800 

From: "Ray, Glenn S." <GlenR@health.state.ak.us> 
To: '"Mcleod, Andree'" <mtkcdak@alaska.net> 
CC : "Carr, Patricia A." <PCarr@health.state.ak.us>, 

"Johnson, Mark S." <MarkJ@health.state.ak.us> 
"Lowe, Sharon K ." <SLOWE@health.state.ak.us>

T h i s  n o t e  f o l l o w s  o u r  m o r n i n g  t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 9 8  
i n  w h i c h  y o u  a s k e d  m e  f o r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s .
1 .  W h a t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  P r e v e n t i v e  H e a l t h  a n d  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s
( P H H S )  B l o c k  G r a n t ?  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  A c t ,  T i t l e  X I X  -  

B l o c k  G r a n t s ,  s e c t i o n  1 9 0 4 ,  i t  r e a d s  " . . . p a y m e n t s  m a d e  t o  a  S t a t e  u n d e r  
s e c t i o n  1 9 0 3  m a y  b e  u s e d  f o r :  ( A )  A c t i v i t i e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  m a k i n g
p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  
t h e  h e a l t h  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e r  f o r  t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 .  
( B )  P r e v e n t i v e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  r o d e n t s  a n d  f o r  

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s c h o o l - b a s e d  f l u o r i d a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  ( C )  F e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  
a n d  p l a n n i n g  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  s y s t e m s  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  
e x p a n s i o n  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  s u c h  s y s t e m s . . . .  ( D )  P r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  
v i c t i m s  o f  s e x  o f f e n s e s  a n d  f o r  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  s e x  o f f e n s e s .  ( E )  W i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  a c t i v i t i e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  a n y  o f  s u b p a r a g r a p h s  ( A )  t h r o u g h  ( D ) ,  
r e l a t e d  p l a n n i n g ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s .  ( F )  M o n i t o r i n g  
a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  a n y  o f  s u b p a r a g r a p h s  ( A )  
t h r o u g h  ( E ) .

2 .  W h a t  i s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  f u n d s  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  Y R B S  i n
S F Y  9 9 ?  $ 6 4 . 0  i s  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  s u p p o r t  o f  1  F T E  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  Y R B S  i n
S F Y  9 9 .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  i s  p l a c e d  w i t h i n  t h e  S e c t i o n  o f  E p i d e m i o l o g y  a n d  
l o c a t e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  T h i s  $ 6 4 . 0  f o r  Y R B S  p e r s o n n e l  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
b u d g e t  t h a t  S h a r o n  L o w e  r e p o r t e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  R e p .  M u l d e r ' s  q u e s t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  Y R B S  f u n d s  a r e  u s e d  d i r e c t l y  b y  
t h e  S e c t i o n  o f  E p i d e m i o l o g y  a n d  d o  n o t  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  S e c t i o n  o f  C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  a n o  E M S .  T h e  c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n  r e t r i e v i n g  b l o c k  g r a n t  b u d g e t a r y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  S h a r o n  w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  b l o c k  g r a n t  a n d  I  w a s  i n  
A n c h o r a g e  a n d  u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  S h a r o n  w i t h  t h e  c o r r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n .

3 .  W h a t  i s  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  f u n d s  a n d  w h a t  i s  t h e
a m o u n t  o f  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  f u n d s  n o t  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  a n y  p r o g r a m  u s e  i n  F Y  9 9 ?  
T h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  a n s w e r  b e c a u s e ,  1 )  I  d o  n o t  h a v e  a  f i n a l  f i s c a l  
r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  E H H S / D i v i s i o n  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s  a s  t o  e x p e n d i t u r e s  
c h a r g e d  t o  t h e  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  d u r i n g  s t a t e  F Y  9 8  a n d  2 )  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  
f e d e r a l  F Y  $ 9  ( F F Y  9 9 )  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  
C o n g r e s s .  C o n g r e s s  m a y  r e d u c e  t h e  t o t a l  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  b y  2 9  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  i n  F F Y  9 9  w h i c h  w i l l  c a u s e  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  a w a r d  b y  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 0 6 . 0 .  U n t i l  t h e r e  i s  a  f i n a l  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e c i s i o n  i t  i s  
s a f e s t  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  u n a l l o c a t e d  f u n d s .

I f  t h e  b l o c k  g r a n t  i s  a w a r d e d  i n  F F Y  9 9  a t  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l  a s  t h e  F F Y  
9 8  a m o u n t  t h i s  w o u l d  m e a n  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 0 0 . 0  
u n a l l o c a t e d  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e  b y  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 9 9 .  B u t ,  i f  C o n g r e s s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
r e d u c e s  t h e  P H H S  b l o c k  g r a n t  a l l o c a t i o n ,  e v e n  b y  $ 5 0 . 0  o r  $ 6 0 . 0 ,  t h i s  w i l l  
c a u s e  a  r e - e v a l u a t i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  f u n d i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  
t o  g u e s s  a t  a  l i k e l y  u n a l l o c a t e d  a m o u n t .

l o f t 10/20/98 2:07 P)
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Rcquct* i'or information about Y R B S

Subject: Request for information about YRBS 
Date: Fri, 2 Oct 1998 07:03:50 -0800 

From: "Ray, Glenn S." <GlenR@health.state.ak.us> 
To: *"Mcleod, Andree'" <mcleodak@alaska.net>

M s .  M c L e o d ,  y o u  r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  h o w  t h e  B e h a v i o r a l  R i s k  
F a c t o r  S u r v e i l l a n c e  S u r v e y  ( B R F S S )  i s  f u n d e d .
1 .  A n  a m o u n t  o f  $ 7 3 , 5 0 0  i s  a l l o c a t e d  f r o m  t h e  P r e v e n t i v e  H e a l t h  a n d  
H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  B l o c k  G r a n t  f o r  B R F S S .  I n  o r d e r  t o  f u l l y  f u n d  t h i s  p r o g r a m  
t h e  s t a t e  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s e c u r i n g  a  g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  C e n t e r s  o f  D i s e a s e  
C o n t r o l  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  ( C D C )  f o r  $ 8 7 , 0 0 0  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  B R F S S .  T h i s  s p e c i f i c  C D C  g r a n t  w a s  a w a r d e d  f o r  a  f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d  
w h i c h  e n d s  O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 9 9 .
2 .  R e g a r d i n g  u s e  o f  t h e  C D C / B F R S S  g r a n t ,  u s e  o f  f u n d s  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  i n  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  F u n d s  m a y  o n l y  b e  u s e d  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  B R F S S  
w i t h  f i n a l  a p p r o v a l  b y  C D C  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  y e a r l y  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l .

F r o m :  A n d r e e  M c L e o d  [ S M T P : m c l e o d a k @ a l a s k a . n e t ]
< r n n i i t c  : I S l f T P : m c l e o d a f c p A l a s k a .  n e t ]  >
S e n t :  M o n d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ,  1 9 9 8  1 1 : 3 2  A M
T o :  R a y ,  G l e n n  S .
S u b j e c t :  R e :  R e s p o n s e  t o  t e l e p h o n e  m e s s a g e

T h a n k  y o u  R a y .  I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  h e l p  o n  a l l  t h i s .  M y  q u e s t i o n  w a s :  o t h e r
t h a n  t h e  $ 7 3 ,  * 0 0  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  a d u l t  r i s k  b e h a v i o a l  s u r v e y ,  w h a t  o t h e r  
m o n e y  g o e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  s u r v e y  a n d  f r o m  w h e r e  d o e s  i t  c o m e  f r o m .  I  t h o u g h t  I  
r e m e m b e r  y o u  s a y i n g  t h a t  C D C  s e n d s  m o n e y  t o  t h e  s u r v e y  t h r o u g h  a n o t h e r  
g r a n t .  W h a t  i s  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  t h a t  g r a n t  a n d  w h o  d e c i d e s  h o w  t h a t  i s  
s p e n t ?  T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n .  I ' l l  t r y  t o  m a k e  i t  t o  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  t o  m a k e  t h a t
m e e t i n g  b u t  p r i o r  c o m m i t m e n t s  m i g h t  s u p e r c e d e .
R a y ,  G l e n n  S .  w r o t e :

>  You may j o i n  th e  Community H ea l th  P rom o t io n  A d v is o ry  Committee 
m e e t i n g  b y

>  d i a l i n g  i n  on the  Anchorage number t h a t  I  p r e v i o u s l y  s e n t  you -  
7 5 1 - 8 0 0 0 .

>  The o p e r a t e r  i s  l i k e l y  t o  ask  f o r  y o u r  name and l o c a t i o n  
( c o m m u n i t y  n a m e )

>  and then connec t you w ith the o t h e r  p e o p le  on l i n e .  I f  t h e r e  i s
a n y

> d i f f i c u l t y  r e a c h in g  th e  t e le c o n f e r e n c e  o p e r a t o r  you can c a l l  E r i c
P e t e r  a t

>  my o f f i c e  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  -  4 6 5 -3 1 4 0 .
>
> In  y o u r  phone message th e re  were r e v e r a l  q u e s t io n s  as  t o  g r a n t s

f r o m  t h e
>  C en te rs  f o r  D is e a s e  C o n t r o l  and P r e v e n t i o n  (CDC) and th e  

B e h a v i o r a l  R i s k
>  F a c to r  S u r v e i l l a n c e  Su rv e y  (BRFSS ). I  w i l l  v e  happy t o  s u p p ly  

y o u  w i t h  a n y
>  i n f o rm a t i o n  t h a t  I  have in  re sp on se  to  y o u r  q u e s t io n s  b u t ,  t o  h e lp

m e  b e  a s
>  a c c u ra t e  as p o s s i b l e  I  need you t o  subm it y o u r  q u e s t io n s  in  

w r i t i n g .  T o
;> save  t im e t h i s  can be done v ia  e -m a i l  t o  g l e n r@ h e a l t h . s t a t e . a k . u s
a-en rtfhea lth . s ia te -. .i e . c.. > .

I o f  2 10/20/98 2:10 Ph
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Friday, April 10, 1999 HB70 Page:1

Subject: HB70
Date: Fri, 16 Apr 1999 07:12:28 -0800 

From : "Larry Erickson" <erickson@ptialaska.net>
To: "Carl Green" Representative Carl Green @legis.state.ak.us>.

"Fred Dvson" Representative Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Jim Whitaker" Representative Jim Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Joe Green" Representative Joe Green@legis.state.ak.us>.
"John Coghill" Representative John Cophill@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Tom Brice" <Representative Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: "Mike Tauriainen" <mtpentl@alaska.net>.
"Lisa Torkelson" <Lisa Torkelson@legis.state.ak.us>

Honorable Representatives,

Thank you for passing HB70 out of committee on to the House. I pray that your colleagues will understand the importance of passing tliis 
bill as all of you have. I believe this bill will open many parents eyes to what the government funding school system is doing to our 
children. W h nn parents have to give permission for their children to be exposed to the humiliating and degrading experience of having to 
read and answer the graphic and intrusive question that arc on these government forced school surveys they many decide to get more 
involved in what the school system is spending their time and our children's time on.

Thank you again for caring for our children!

Larry Erickson

IMAP://imap.lagis.stato.ak.us?fetch>UID>IINBOX>2126

mailto:erickson@ptialaska.net
mailto:Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Green@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Cophill@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Brice@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:mtpentl@alaska.net
mailto:Torkelson@legis.state.ak.us


H B  7 0  "P ub lic  S choo l S u rveys"

Subject: HB 70 "Public School Surveys"
Date: Sun, 18 Apr 1999 10:34:18 -0800 

From: "jferrell" <jferrell@alaska.net> 
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@Legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Dyson:
I support the passage of H B  70. The kind of Personal information asked of our students on the Youth Risk Behavior Survey is 
alarming. I believe that underage, minor children are the chief responsibility of their parents. I empathize with the health care 
providers who feel this intimate information is essential to preventing some of ihese high risk behaviors. I believe the statistics 
are well known, knowing the exact numbers is not essential to helping youth avoid risky behavior. I would prefer to err on the 
side of parental authority. Thank you for your efforts on behalf of Parental Rights.
Sincerely,
Lorraine M. Ferrell 
Fairbanks, Alaska

1 o f  1 4 /1 9 /9 9  11 :3 5  AM
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Friday, April 16, 1999 HB70 Pago: 1

Subject: HB70
Date: Fri, 16 Apr 1999 07:12:28 -0800 

From: "Larrv Erickson" <erick.son@ptialaska.net>
To: "Carl Green" Representative Carl Green@legis.state.ak.us>.

"Fred Dyson" Representative Fred Dvson@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Jim Whitaker" Representative Jim Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Joe Green" Representative Joe Green@legis.state.ak.us>.
"John Coghill" Representative John Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>.
"Tom Brice" Representative Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: "Mike Tauriainen" <mtpentl@ alaska.net>.
"Lisa Torkelson" <Lisa Torkelson@legis.state.ak.us>

Honorable Representatives,

Thank you for passing HB70 out of committee on to the House. I pray that your colleagues will understand the importance of passing this 
bill as all of you have. I believe this bill will open many parents eyes to what the government funding school system is doing to our 
children. When parents have to give permission for their children to be exposed to die humiliating and degrading experience of having to 
read and answer the graphic and intrusive question that are on these government forced school surveys they many decide to get more 
involved in what the school system is spending their time and our children's time on.

Thank you again for caring for our children!

Larry Erickson
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Parental Consent
A dopted  by  A laska  PTA  C onvention , A pril 27 , 1990

W hereas, Parents are recogn ized  aa the prim ary  ed u ca to rs  o f  th e ir  ch ildren ; and

W hereas, T here  has been an increase in  the n u m b er o f  resting an d  survey  instrum ents being
used to  ev a lu a te  o u r ch ildren 's a ttitudes tow ard  schoo l, ih e ir cop ing  sk ills , and 
th e ir feelings ab o u t them selves and th e ir ex periences; and

W hereas. A laska School Law  (C hapter 4, Sec. 14 .03 .110) m an d a tes  that questionnaires and
surveys w hich inquire  in to  the p rivate  fam ily  a ffa irs  o f  the s tu d en t w hich  are n o t a 
m atter o f  pub lic  record  requ ire  w ritten  p erm ission  from  the  studen t’s p aren t or 
gu ard ian  before  th ey  m ay  be ad m in istered ; and

W h ereas. T h e  P ro tection  o f  P up il R igh ts A c t (20  U .S . C o d e  1232h) s ta tes  that n o  s tuden t
sha ll be requ ired  to take p a n  in  p sych ia tric  o r  p sycho log ica l exam inations, testing, 
o r  trea tm ent in  w hich th e  prim ary  p u rpo se  is to  reveal p riva te  in form ation , 
w ithou t th e  p rio r consen t o f  the s tu d en t ( i f  the s tuden t is  an  ad u lt o r  em ancipated  
m inor), o r in th e  case o f  uncm ancipatcd  m inors, w ith o u t the p rio r w ritten  consen t 
o f  the parern; therefore be  it

R eso lv ed , T h at the A laska PTA supports  s tric t adh eren ce  by  all A lask a  schoo l d istric ts  to
Federal and  S ta te  law s requ iring  w ritten , in fo rm ed  paren ta l co n sen t fo r  both 
e lem en tary  and  secondary  students p rio r to  the ad m in is tra tio n  o f  the above 
described  a ttitude  surveys and  tests.

Rationale

In an  a ttem p t to  assess the  needs o f ch ildren , som e schoo l d is tric ts  have  developed  a  n u m ber u f  
tes ting  an d  su rvey  in strum en ts w hich m easure the affective  a re a  o f  a ch ild 's  being. T hese 
in stru m en ts  attem pt to m easu re  th ings such as locus o f  co n tro l, a ttitu d e  tow ard  school, general 
se lf-esteem , academ ic se lf-esteem , soc ia l in te rac tion , co p in g  w ith  stress and  anxiety  skills, health  
hab its, a n d  iden tification  w ith  school. In  m any  cases , teache rs , sch oo l p sy ch o lo g is ts , and 
adm in is tra to rs  d iscuss  and  analyze  resu lts  am ong  them selves and  w ith  s tu d en ts, out no t with 
parents. S tu d en ts  have been  en couraged  to d ia logue w ith  teachers a b o u t th e ir fee ling s in regard  
to  a ffec tive  te s ting  in strum en ts, bu t paren ts  have  n o t genera lly  been  inc luded .

S pecific  w ritten  pa ren ta l co n sen t fo rm s are o ften  u tilized  at the  e lem en tary  leve l, b u t hardly e v e r  
a t the seco nd ary  level.

H igh  school s tuden ts  w ho are tak ing  health  c la sses  o r  A ID S  cu rricu la  a re  o ften  requ ired  to take 
a ttitudes surveys dea lin g  w ith feelings tow ard  A ID S, h o m o sex u a ls , sexual fee lings, and  sexual 
b ehav io r. T h ese  surveys fall u n d e r f ie  '’P ro tection  o f  P up il R igh ts" federa l s ta tu te  and require 
w ritten  paren ta l c o n se n t

C la rifica tio n  o f  and  adherence  to  Federal and S tate  sta tu tes is  required  o f  all school d istric ts  in 
th e  S ta te  o f  A laska. P sycho log ica l p robing  and  su rv ey in g  sho u ld  n o t be d o n e  w ith o u t parental 
c o n sen t and  know ledge.
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The Alaska PTA, the state’s largest child advocacy 
organization representing almost 16,000 members, 
follows the lead o f the National PTA in_support o f 
the Youth Risk Behavior Surveys (YRBS).

The Alaska PTA delegates stated their concern 
about the health, safety and welfare o f Alaska’s 
children at our 1998 Issues Conference. The results 
o f the survey w ill assist state and local agencies to 
plan and implement school health programs.

We encourage the parents to be informed and
involved in these efforts_andapplaud-the-------
methodology o f collection QTfhfi..data-that-alfows.._ 
anonymity for the participants.

The Alaska PTA is pleased to support and 
cooperate with the Alaska’s Departments o f Health 
and Education.

Sincerely,

Paula Pawlowski, 
Alaska PTA President

cc Tammy Green, Dept o f  Health & Human Services 
Bob Chiistal. Superintendent Anchorage School District 
Harriet Drummond, Chair, Anchorage School Board Association 
Diane Ettcr. President, Anchorage Council PTAs 
Ginger Jenkinson, Region IV, Alaska PTA Board o f M anagers 
Peggy Brown. Health & Safety Chair, Alaska PTA  Board of 

Managers
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CSHB 70 (RLS)AM

Subject: CSHB 70 (RLS)AM
Date: Thu, 13 May 1999 13:41:29 +0000 

From : Charles Hubbard <chubbard@alaska.net>
To: Sentor_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us
CC: Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us, 

Senator_Drue_Pearce@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Norm_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Mary_Kapsner@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Eric_Croft@legis.state.ak.us 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e l l y  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e :

I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o d a y  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  H B  7 0  ( A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  
o r  s u r v e y s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s )  b e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  S e n a t e  f l o o r  a c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  a d j o u r n m e n t  n e x t  w e e k .

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  f l u r r y  o f  a c t i v i t y  a g a i n s t  t h i s  b i l l  b y  D O E  a n d  D H & S S .
B o t h  D e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  a l l o w  " p a s s i v e "  p a r e n t  p e r m i s s i o n  
i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y .  P a s s i v e  
p e r m i s s i o n  m e a n s  t h a t  i f  t h e  s c h o o l  d o e s n ’ t  h e a r  a  " y e s "  o r  " n o "  f r o m  t h e  
p a r e n t s ,  t h e n  i t ' s  O K .

P a r e n t s  h a v e  b e c o m e  t h e  b a d  g u y s ,  b e c a u s e  p a r e n t s  a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  
" a c t i v e "  p a r e n t  p e r m i s s i o n  b e  o b t a i n e d  p r i o r  t o  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y s  
t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  A c t i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  m e a n s  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  n o  w r i t t e n  
r e s p o n s e  f r o m  p a r e n t s  ( e i t h e r  a  y e s  o r  n o ) ,  t h e n  t h e  c h i l d  d o e s  n o t  
p a r t i c i p a t e .  W h a t  i s  s o  w r o n g  w i t h  a s k i n g  p a r e n t s  t o  s t a t e  i n  w r i t i n g  a  
" y e s ”  o r  " n o "  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  l e t t i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h i s  s u r v e y ?  P a r e n t s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  a c t i v e l y  g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  o r  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l  
o r  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .

A c t u a l l y  t h e  Y R B S  i s  j u s t  a  c a t a l y s t  t o  a n o t h e r  l a r g e r  p r o b l e m .  T h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r  s u r v e y s  a n d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  t h e  p a r e n t s  
s o m e t i m e s  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  a n d ,  I  t h i n k ,  s o m e t i m e s  t h e y  d o n ’ t .  T h e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  s o m e  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a  s c h o o l  d o e s n ' t  e v e n  k n o w  
a b o u t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  o w n  s c h o o l .

P e r s o n a l l y ,  I  w o u l d  r a t h e r  h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  m y  
c h i l d r e n  o r  a n y  c h i l d r e n ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  a s k e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  I  w o u l d  a l s o  
l i k e  t o  s e e  w h a t  I ' m  p a y i n g  f o r .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  w h y  a n y  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  o f  w h a t  g o o d  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  h o w  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  g o i n g  t o  b e  
u s e d  a n d  i s  t h i s  s o  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  a w a y  i n s t r u c t i o n  t i m e  f r o m  
e v e r y  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  c l a s s .

T h e s e  a r e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  e v e r y  p a r e n t  s h o u l d  b e  a s k i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  o f  
y o u .  I f  y o u  d o n ' t  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l ,  m a y b e  y o u  h a v e  n i e c e s  
o r  n e p h e w s  i n  s c h o o l .  Y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  t h a t  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  
s c h o o l .  S c h o o l  i s  a  t i m e  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  l e a r n i n g .  T a k i n g  s u r v e y s  a n d  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s .
I f  t h e y  a r e n ' t ,  t h e n  p a r e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t h e  " a c t i v e "  r i g h t  t o  s a y  " y e s "  
o r  " n o " .  A  p a r e n t ' s  r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  e d u c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a b r i d g e d .

T h a n k  y o u  i n  a d v a n c e  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  m y  c o m m e n t s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D e e  H u b b a r d
4 2 5 1  P i n n a c l e  C i r c l e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 4
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WorldNetDaily

Saturday, January 26, 2002

I llem Makkai
HEART OF THE MATTER

Schools snoop for scandal

By Ellen Makkai
©  2 0 0 2  W o r ldN e tD a ily .c om

What happened to readin' and writin' and 'rithmetic? Today students are being grilled like delinquents 
about non-academics such as sex, drugs and hooch.

Invasive school surveys ask students i f  they drink, smoke, snort or steal. Are their parents political, 
abusive, divorced or dead? Do they believe in God, hell and heaven? Have they ever been bullied, 
pregnant, arrested or raped? Do they floss, bike or jog? Are they fat, skinny or suicidal? Do they have 
sex, hobbies or a gun?

Never are they asked i f  they are embarrassed by the questions. Nor are they read their Miranda rights.

School, government and psychology confederates seem pathologically compelled to guinea pig our kids. 
Questionnaires arrive from groups like the Centers for Disease Control, Weekly Reader, the U.S. 
Department ofEducation, the Kaiser Family Foundation and National Parents Commission.

Government and private grants seduce districts into using these student interrogations, which are then 
used to convince benefactors that districts need help -  the bigger the problems, the bigger the prize.

" I f a district proves itself to be in rough enough shape," financial faucets open, says Edward Freeland, 
associate director o f the Survey Research Center at Princeton University. "Consequently, surveys contain 
some bizarre questions."

Not only are questions bizarre, many are offensive. And parents seldom know Junior is spilling the 
beans, says family advocate Brad Dacus, president o f  the non-profit Pacific Justice Institute.

Organizations hope data will translate into programs that preemptively squelch a myriad o f  social evils.

But do they? Principal Frank DeAngelis said the Columbine killers projected no criminal indicators at 
school before their rampage.
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Also, data is compromised. A 12-year-old New Jersey jokester confided he morphed into an 13-year-old 
Chinese girl on his survey. Another supposedly had 12 sex partners in a week.

Anonymity isn't guaranteed because some schools pre-labeled polls or have kids sign names. Teacher 
integrity is questioned -  they snoop, say enraged Oregonians, whose kids responded to the Values 
Appraisal Scale.

I f  school boards and legislators don't halt the practice, students will continue to slog through surveys, 
exposing family ills and ids to the scrutiny o f strangers.

"Notification and permission slips are so vague, no one suspects what's happening," says parent Carole 
Nunn, whose complaint prompted recent New Jersey state legislation. With any hint o f a survey,
"parents need to read them and opt kids out."

New Jersey's law states that students cannot be quizzed on personal issues unless parents give informed 
written consent. It is the only state to do so.

The new federal education reform bill tried for similar protection. Groups like the American 
Psychological Association -  worried parents would deny them access to their kids -  lobbied successfully 
to have it diluted.

" I f you could eliminate an entire race, would you? Which one?" a Bettendorf, Iowa, survey asked in 
1992. Youngsters get details on oral sex in one question on the CDC's 1999 Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveys given to grades seven to 12. Another lists street names where illegal drugs are sold and asks 
which substances respondents have sampled.

Dr. Freeland wonders i f  such questions nudge kids to explore behavior noted in the questions 
themselves. "There is no data about the potential harm rendered," he says. This begs the question: Does 
negative scrutiny send negative signals? Is a child's self-perception damaged when respected adults deem 
it necessary to quiz her on immoral and illegal conduct? "We need to look at these factors," says Dr. 
Freeland.

Ask me; 1 know. I am a refugee o f childhood physical and psychological inquisitions. My psychiatrist 
father saw me as a handy specimen for perpetual analysis.

I was a "polio pioneer," testing the Salk vaccine in the early '50s. Rorschach inkblots probed my psyche. 
As a humiliated 11-year-old, I was photographed in my underpants at school for posture screening. 
Intermingled throughout was a psychiatric couch.

I wondered what acute personal flaws prompted the unceasing assessments.

When I taught 30 years ago, family sovereignty was honored, except in unique crises. Students 
concentrated on academics, athletics and the arts. Today, educators must refocus on that original 
scholastic mandate.

And ditch the ignoble school survey, which is little more than a sociological strip search.

Ellen Makkai began writing columns 16 years ago in response to what she perceived as the moral and
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Members o f the House HESS Committee

Re: HB 408

We would appreciate your giving this measure very critical consideration. 
While the objective o f  the school districts seems laudible enough, that 

is, having sufficient information to ju stify  federal grant requests, the 
potential fo r abuse by school districts and the patent ability within the 
language o f  the proposed b ill to circumvent parental desire for their 
children not to participate in personal surveys or questionaires makes it 
very inappropriate to change the procedures placed in statute on ly  three 
years ago.

Three years ago, the Legislature adopted a comprehensive method fo r school 
districts to conduct surveys and questionaires that balanced the interest 
o f  the schools to have information with the parents' rights to review and 
refuse participation in surveys o r questionaires that they felt delved into 
personal fam ily matters which they did not want documented.

This office is concerned that these surveys can, and in other places do, 
probe into fam ily health issues, religious practices, student 
participation in out o f  school activities and other matters well beyond the 
purvue o f  student education.

We do not categorically oppose surveys o r questionaires o f  any kind, but we 
do believe that it is essential fo r parents to have adequate notice o f  
these surveys and the ability to review them and consider whether their 
child should participate in them before the survey o r questionaire is 
taken.

We favored the 1999 legislation because it placed the burden on the school 
district to notify parents and obtain affirmative permission to include 
students in the study. The proposed legislation reverses the burden and 
makes it incumbent upon parents to know when surveys might be administered, 
to make inquiry as to the content, purpose, etc. o f  the surveys and then to 
notify o f  their denial o f  permission.

It is inappropriate and impractical to expect parents to be constantly 
inquiring o f  the school as whether they are contemplating a survey. This 
legislation gives school districts too much latitude to presume permission 
and conduct invasive studies without any parental awareness.

We would be most grateful in you would include these concerns in your 
review o f  this legislation.

Yours cordially,

Richard L. B lock

Richard L. B lock
(t) 907 562 5183

Christian Science Committee on Publication (A k .t.f.) 877 330 5183 
fo r the State o f  A laska (0

907 562 5187
360 W. Benson B lvd ., Suite 301 (c )
akcompub@sinbad.net
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

mailto:akcompub@sinbad.net


IS PASSIVE CONSENT “ CONSENT"

A key issue in the passive consent debate revolves around the number o f parents who 

would have refused if active consent had been used. Ellickson a ^  Hawes. (I9S9 ) through 

extensive follow-up with parents from both active and passive consent procedures, found that 

failure to return a form is considerably more Iikelv to reflect latent consent than latent refusal." " ' I
Specifically, Ellickson and Hawes found that when parents who were informed via passive 

consent were asked about their decision for their child to participate or not. the great majority o f 

parents (87% ) said that yes, they had received the materials, understood them, and decided to 

allow their child to participate. Research indicates that carefully designed passive consent 

methods can avoid the negative consequences o f active consent while ensuring that parents 

receive the consent materials, pay attention to them, and have sufficient time to refuse 

participation. Additionally, Catalona (1994) also found failure to return a signed active consent 

form is more likely to reflect apathy or inertia than objection to the research. Strasburger (1998) 

believes active parental consent requires overly stringent informed consent procedures, 

especially when applied to anonymous confidential surveys.

COST OF ACT IVE CONSENT VERSUS PASSIVE CONSENT

In a study o f two schools, Ellickson and Hawes (1989) examined refusal rate associated

with active and passive consent procedures. They found that in the school requiring passive

consent 93% o f the students participated, compared to 86% in the schools requiring active

consent. One might assume that 86% participation is quite good for active consent, but it came

at a high cost in terras o f time and money. Three mailings, at least two follow-up phone calls to

all non-respondents, two special parent meetings and daily reminders by classroom teacher to

students to return their forms were the efforts needed to obtain an 86% participation rate.

Ellickson and Hawes estimated that for a sample o f 7,500 students, active consent would cost
2
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ic e  o f T h e  T im e s
S o l u t i o n  t o  s c h o o l  s u r v e y  i s s u e  a t  h a n d
By AN DR M C C L O U D

Here are the top 10 reasons why 
people should u. .'.act legislators in sup­
port of House Bill 70, “An art relating to 
questionnaires or suiveys administered 
in public schools.”

1 Defend and protect privacy.
Hie Alaska Constitution states, ‘The 

right of the people to privacy is recog­
nized and shall not be infringed upon." 
Parents are legally responsible for their 
children, who they send to school with an 
understanding that they’ll be taught to 
read, write and do math. Anything done 
outside those parameters cannot be done 
without parents’ prior knowledge. School 
administrator.^, teachcrff.and parents 
work extremely hard at maintaining this 
fragile and sensitive mutual trust. Violat­
ing this trust has a chilling effect on this 
all-loo-important partnership.

2, Ensure parents’ right to know.
Existing state law says that parents

must provide written permiivion before a 
school may hand out surveys dealing 
with "private family affairs.” Bureaucrats 
in the Alaska Health and Social Services 
department find this phrase ambiguous. 
With legal opinions in hand challenging 
the meaning of the phrase, t hey have 
proceeded this past school year to insidi­
ously, and in a stealth-like manner, ad­
minister surveys to students in 26 out of 
28 school districts without getting prior 
written consent from parents. The sur­
veys consisted of extremely private ques­
tions dealing with a student’s personal 
behavior outsido of school. (Anchorage 
Superintendent Bob Christa) did not per­
mit the surveys in the Anchorage School 
District, so students here were not ha­
rassed with these invaBive surveys.) 
HB70 adds the word "personal" to the ex­
isting state jaw. which hppefullv will dis­
pel future confhsion on the pan of'health 
department officials.

3. Clarify the term “written 
permission.”

The bill stresses the type of permis­
sion schools must obtain l>efore handing 
out surveys. Parents will decide to give or 
deny permission, in writing, at the time 
they register their child about whether 
they want their child to answer personal 
questions in anonymous surveys. For 
non-anonymous surveys, the school must 
contact parents and obtain additional 
written permission at least two weeks 
prior to administering them.

♦rww.comict.com 
" ... And'I do hereby bequeath my 

two tickets to ‘S lu r Wars: Ep isode I —
The Phantom  Menace' to ... •

4. Stop erosion of academic 
time.

Surveys dealing with personal behav­
iors detract from the important task of 
learning. Parents who don’t want their 
children wasting time on surveys finally 
have a say in the matter. One potential 
result of I-IB70 will be to indulge stu­
dents with learning matters of academic 
substance instead of diminishing their 
educational opportunities.

5. Allow parents opportunity 
to accept rights and responsibili­
ties.

Parents can exercise their right duty 
and responsibility to teach children about 
privacy issues and when, how ;»nd to 
whom children should divulge privnte in­
formation.

6. M a k e  parents a c c o u n t­
able.

Tho governor's children's agenda is 
admirable in its intent to curb the abuse 
of children. However, most parents do 
follow the rules and don’t break these 
laws. In the state'6 quest to find the peo­
ple who violate child abuse laws, great 
can: should be taken to no' dilute person­
al and civil liberties of innocent people. 
Those fighting the war against abuse 
must look with a broader view and recog­
nize that many Alaskan families lead 
functional lives. Most parents do know 
what is best lor their children and 6trive 
to do hotter by them without government 
intervention.

7. Efficient government.
State health cficiah 

native methods for information gather- ; 
ing. Why survey each child? How about a 1 
stratified sample of the population?-Or • 
obtaining real, hand numbers fry .survey-’ 
ing health clinics and phyeicu^who 
compile patient snd service wcorils? 
Health eaucators have told that the' 
“key-determinant" method of collecting 
data ie not only more accurate but cheap­
er. It’s our money paying for. all this pry* 
ing, after all.

8. Stimulate c o m m u n i t y  in­
volvement.

HB70 encourages communities and 
groups to start talking with young citi­
zens. Sitka’s Teen Center is in the fore­
front of this by initiating a program 
bringing adults and childrbn together, 
outside of school, tn speak about issues 
important in maintaining n healthy and 
risk-free commurdtv.

9. Track public health spend­
ing*

The controversy surrounding the bill 
should send a red flag to the Legislature 
to initiate a full and complete audit of 
public health and education funds used 
in this state, The reason for the intense 
lobbying efforts' bv health officials ap­
pears to have more to do with perpetuat­
ing their own welfare than that of the 
children. Bringing about accountability 
of public funds will guide the Legislature 
and inform taxpayers, who want to know 
where all the money is going.

10. The government’s right to 
k n o w  does not supercede the 
right to privacy of Alaskan fami­
lies.

Legislators are told that mainstream 
.Alaskan parents don’t really object to the 
way schools ccb’iv.irt !’■. ■ : • 
u parent, 1 have strong feelings udoui oe- 
in« put in n taxina: position, lobbying leg­
islators to demand state health officials 
abide to the intent of the law (1979 
House Journal), as students are used as 
guinea pigs to generate money from the 
feds, behind the back of parents.

Moose support die survey bill by con­
tacting the sponsor, Rep. Fred Dyson, as 
soon as you can. Phone: (907) 465-2199; 
Fax: (907) 465-4587; e-mail: Representa- 
tive_fYed_Pyson<fllegis.Ktate.ak.ui;

Andree MrClood of Anchonw t», omone oilier 
thirijru. a ttmeemod parent and un unnbuehed
I'itiri'tv;' Hdvncuie.
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HEART OF THE MATTER

Schools snoop for scandal

By Ellen Makkai
©  2 0 0 2  W o r ldN e tD a i ly .c om

What happened to readin' and writin' and 'rithmetic? Today students are being grilled like delinquents 
about non-academics such as sex, drugs and hooch.

Invasive school surveys ask students i f  they drink, smoke, snort or steal. Are their parents political, 
abusive, divorced or dead? Do they believe in God, hell and heaven? Have they ever been bullied, 
pregnant, arrested or raped? Do they floss, bike or jog? Are they fat, skinny or suicidal? Do they have 
sex, hobbies or a gun?

Never are they asked i f  they are embarrassed by the questions. Nor are they read their Miranda rights.

School, government and psychology confederates seem pathologically compelled to guinea pig our kids. 
Questionnaires arrive from groups like the Centers for Disease Control, Weekly Reader, the U.S. 
Department ofEducation, the Kaiser Family Foundation and National Parents Commission.

G jvemment and private grants seduce districts into using these student interrogations, which are then 
used to convince benefactors that districts need help -  the bigger the problems, the bigger the prize.

" If a district proves itself to be in rough enough shape," financial faucets open, says Edward Freeland, 
associate director o f the Survey Research Center at Princeton University. "Consequently, surveys contain 
some bizarre questions."

Not only are questions bizarre, many are offensive. And parents seldom know Junior is spilling the 
beans, says family advocate Brad Dacus, president o f the non-profit Pacific Justice Institute.

Organizations hope data will translate into programs that preemptively squelch a myriad o f social evils.

But do they? Principal Frank DeAngelis said the Columbine killers projected no criminal indicators at 
school before their rampage.
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Also, data is compromised. A 12-year-old New Jersey jokester confided he morphed into an 18-year-old 
Chinese girl on his survey. Another supposedly had 12 sex partners in a week.

Anonymity isn't guaranteed because some schools pre-labeled polls or have kids sign names. Teacher 
integrity is questioned -  they snoop, say enraged Oregonians, whose kids responded to the Values 
Appraisal Scale.

I f  school boards and legislators don't halt the practice, students will continue to slog through surveys, 
exposing family ills and ids to the scrutiny o f  strangers.

"Notification and permission slips are so vague, no one suspects what's happening," says parent Carole 
Nunn, whose complaint prompted recent New Jersey state legislation. With any hint o f a survey,
"parents need to read them and opt kids out."

New Jersey's law states that students cannot be quizzed on personal issues unless parents give informed 
written consent. It is the only state to do so.

The new federal education reform bill tried for similar protection. Groups like the American 
Psychological Association -  worried parents would deny them access to their kids -  lobbied successfully 
to have it diluted.

" I f you could eliminate an entire race, would you? Which one?" a Bettendorf, Iowa, survey asked in 
1992. Youngsters get details on oral sex in one question on the CDC's 1999 Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveys given to grades seven to 12. Another lists street names where illegal drugs are sold and asks 
which substances respondents have sampled.

Dr. Freeland wonders i f  such questions nudge kids to explore behavior noted in the questions 
themselves. "There is no data about the potential harm rendered," he says. This begs the question: Does 
negative scrutiny send negative signals? Is a child's self-perception damaged when respected adults deem 
it necessary to quiz her on immoral and illegal conduct? "We need to look at these factors," says Dr. 
Freeland.

Ask me; I know. I am a refugee o f  childhood physical and psychological inquisitions. My psychiatrist 
father saw me as a handy specimen for peqpetual analysis.

I was a "polio pioneer," testing the Salk vaccine in the early '50s. Rorschach inkblots probed my psyche. 
As a humiliated 11-year-old, I was photographed in my underpants at school for posture screening. 
Intermingled throughout was a psychiatric couch.

I wondered what acute personal flaws prompted the unceasing assessments.

When I taught 30 years ago, family sovereignty was honored, except in unique crises. Students 
concentrated on academics, athletics and the arts. Today, educators must refocus on that original 
scholastic mandate.

And ditch the ignoble school survey, which is little more than a sociological strip search.

Ellen Makkai began writing columns 16 years ago in response to what she perceived as the moral and
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Talk Points HB 408 -
4s* No Requirement to inform the student so they know they may refuse to participate j ,

■k t  • r*tt\ n i t  ,t ■ i 1* > ii » • r* 1 • * »No requirement o f “ how?”  the parent/guardian will be informed in writing s>4 C o M ^ -v  / )
-Something given to student?
-By mail?
-This bill puts in place the system that failed to notify parents that they could give
animal nermissjpn- Didn’t work then  won’t work now!

A ll about fnonev--n5t kias — pressure from health department desperate for dough.
Fed. Law says you cannot disqualified for not getting parental permission
There are numerous sources for much o f the information sought. Police records, attendance
records, teacher surveys, parents...
School districts did not do alLto get permission under existing law. * 

fC - PTA not even informed (letter)
- Nothing on District or EED web sites 

Now they can ask any kid any question any time at any age!!!

Educators and administrator -  say “p u b l i c l y  I ’ ve got to support this, but p e r s o n a l l y  I am against it. 
I  d o  n o t  w a n t  m y  c h i l d  t o  e v e n  k n o w  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  e x i s t  until we the parents decide it is 
appropriate” .

Questions are educational tools. Most o f us ask questions to make points... Surveys are no 
different. Questions are used by teachers every day to teach—  questions educate even i f  they are 
not for that purpose.

(ft 1 • School and Government as substitute parent!-we have been in a 40 year trend to pressure schools
to make up for failed homes —  so called “  mission creep”— this distorts and blurs education -and 
it doesn’ t work. We want children to have all o f the Assets we can give them-—  but we must not 
set heavy-handed policy that invades family privacy.

u n VThis bill asks you to remove the mandate that parentfj^aH'control what “ non academic”  issues their

I f  you want to encourage Nanny Government Schools to expand its ro ll into the lives o f kids and 
families then vote for this -Invasion o f  Privacy and families.

I have never talked to an educator who did not know that there is clearly>defmite, positive 
correlation between academic success and a solid family. There are many assets, this is no doubt 
the most prominent asset a kid can have— This bill invades the privacy o f  these solid families and 
can harm the very thing that is producing success—  families.

Helping Kids
-kids get help one at a time not in clumps
-Aggregate data might help design remedial behaviors modification programs but does little for a 
particular child
-Any good teacher knows there is no real anonymity in a classroom — no requirement in this bill 
for anonymity. I f  there were real protection— HB 408 would at least require testing in large 
groups.

^  v / *  p m ^ r k
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- L X P C I T E -

T I T L E  2 0  -  E D U C A T I O N

C H A P T E R  3 1  -  G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S  C O N C E R N I N G  E D U C A T I O N  

S U B C H A P T E R  I I I  -  G E N E R A L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  A N D  C O N D I T I O N S  C O N C E R N I N G  

O P E R A T I O N  A N D  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M S :  G E N E R A L  

A U T H O R I T Y  O F  S E C R E T A R Y  

P a r t  4  -  R e c o r d s ;  P r i v a c y ;  L i m i t a t i o n  o n  W i t h h o l d i n g  F e d e r a l  F u n d s  

-HEAD-
S e c .  1 2 3 2 h .  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  p u p i l  r i g h t s  

- S T A T U T E -

( a )  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  b y  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  

A l l  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e a c h e r ' s  m a n u a l s ,  f i l m s ,

t a p e s ,  o r  o t h e r  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n y  s u r v e y ,  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  e v a l u a t i o n  a s  p a r t  o f  a n y  

a p p l i c a b l e  p r o g r a m  s h a l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  b y  t h e  p a r e n t s  

o r  g u a r d i a n s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .

( b )  L i m i t s  o n  s u r v e y ,  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  e v a l u a t i o n s

N o  s t u d e n t  s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d ,  a s  p a r t  o f  a n y  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o g r a m ,  

t o  s u b m i t  t o  a  s u r v e y ,  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  e v a l u a t i o n  t h a t  r e v e a l s  

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  -

( 1 )  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s ;

( 2 . )  m e n t a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m s  p o t e n t i a l l y  e m b a r r a s s i n g  

t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  o r  h i s  f a m i l y ;

( 3 )  s e x  b e h a v i o r  a n d  a t t i t u d e s ;

( 4 )  i l l e g a l ,  a n t i - s o c i a l ,  s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i n g  a n d  d e m e a n i n g  

b e h a v i o r ;

( 5 )  c r i t i c a l  a p p r a i s a l s  o f  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  w h o m  

r e s p o n d e n t s  h a v e  c l o s e  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;

K
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( 6 )  l e g a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  p r i v i l e g e d  o r  a n a l o g o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  

s u c h  a s  t h o s e  o f  l a w y e r s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  a n d  m i n i s t e r s ;  o r

( 7 )  i n c o m e  ( o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  r e q u i z . - i d  b y  l a w  t o  d e t e r m i n e  

e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  p / o g r a m  o r  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  

f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  s u c h  p r o g r a m ) ,

w i t h o u t  t h e  p r i o r  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  ( i f  t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  a n  

a d u l t  o r  e m a n c i p a t e d  m i n o r ) ,  o r  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a n  u n e m a n c i p a t e d  

m i n o r ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r i o r  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  p a r e n t .

( c )  N o t i c e

E d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s h a l l  g i v e  p a r e n t s  a n d  

s t u d e n t s  e f f e c t i v e  n o '  c e  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

( d )  E n f o r c e m e n t

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  t a k e  s u c h  a c t i o n  a s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  d e t e r m i n e s  

a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  a c t i o n  t o  

t e r m i n a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  a n  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o g r a m  s h a l l  b e  

t a k e n  o n l y  i f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  -

( 1 )  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  f a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  s u c h  s e c t i o n ;  a n d

( 2 )  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s u c h  s e c t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  s e c u r e d  b y  v o l u n t a r y  

m e a n s .

( e )  O f f i c e  a n d  r e v i e w  b o a r d

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  o r  d e s i g n a t e  a n  o f f i c e  a n d  r e v i e w  

b o a r d  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  p r o c e s s ,  

r e v i e w ,  a n d  a d j u d i c a t e  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  s e c t i o n .

( P u b .  L .  9 0 - 2 4 7 ,  t i t l e  I V ,  S e c .  4 4 5 ,  f o r m e r l y  S e c .  4 3 9 ,  a s  a d d e d  

P u b .  L . 9 3 - 3 8 0 ,  t i t l e  V ,  S e c .  5 1 4 ( a ) ,  A u g .  2 1 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  8 8  S t a t .  5 7 4 ;  

a m e n d e d  P u b .  L .  9 5 - 5 6 1 ,  t i t l e  X I I ,  S e c .  1 2 5 0 ,  N o v .  1 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  9 2  

S t a t .  2 3 5 5 ;  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 2 2 7 ,  t i t l e  X ,  S e c .  1 0 1 7 ,  M a r .  3 1 ,  1 9 9 4 ,  1 0 8  

S t a t .  2 6 8 ;  r e n u m b e r e d  S e c .  4 4 5 ,  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 3 8 2 ,  t i t l e  I I ,  S e c .  

2 1 2 ( b ) ( 1 ) ,  O c t .  2 0 ,  1 9 9 4 ,  1 0 8  S t a t .  3 9 1 3 . )

- S O U R C E -
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P R I O R  P R O V I S I O N S

A  p r i o r  s e c t i o n  4 4 5  o f  P u b .  L .  9 0 - 2 4 7  w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  t o  s e c t i o n  

1 2 3 3 d  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  p r i o r  t o  r e p e a l  b y  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 3 8 2 .

1 9 9 4  -  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 2 2 7  a m e n d e d  s e c t i o n  g e n e r a l l y ,  s u b s t i t u t i n g  i n  

s u b s e c .  ( a ) ,  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

m a t e r i a l s  b y  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  f o r  s i m i l a r  p r o v i s i o n s ,  i n  

s u b s e c .  ( b ) ,  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i m i t s  o n  s u r v e y ,  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  

e v a l u a t i o n s  f o r  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  p s y c h i a t r i c  o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  t e s t i n g ,  o r  t r e a t m e n t ,  a n d  a d d i n g  s u b s e c s ,  ( c )  t o

1 9 7 8  -  P u b .  L .  9 5 - 5 6 1  d e s i g n a t e d  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  a s  s u b s e c .

( a )  a n d  a d d e d  s u b s e c .  ( b ) .

A m e n d m e n t  b y  P u b .  L .  9 5 - 5 6 1  e f f e c t i v e  O c t .  1 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  s e e  s e c t i o n  

1 5 3 0 ( a )  o f  P u b .  L .  9 5 - 5 6 1 ,  s e t  o u t  a s  a  n o t e  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  1 2 2 1 e - 3  

o f  t h i s  t i t l e .

S e c t i o n  5 1 4 ( b )  o f  P u b .  L .  9 3 - 3 8 0  p r o v i d e d  t h a t :  ' ' T h e  a m e n d m e n t  

m a d e  b y  s u b s e c t i o n  ( a )  ( e n a c t i n g  t h i s  s e c t i o n )  s h a l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  

u p o n  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t  ( A u g .  2 1 ,  1 9 7 4 ) . ' 1

A M E N D M E N T S

( e )  .

E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  O F  1 9 7 8  A M E N D M E N T

E F F E C T I V E  D A T E
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- C I T E -

20 USC S e c .  12321 01/02/01
- E X P C I T E -

T I T L E  2 0  -  E D U C A T I O N

C H A P T E R  3 1  -  G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S  C O N C E R N I N G  E D U C A T I O N  

S U B C H A P T E R  I I I  -  G E N E R A L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  . A N D  C O N D I T I O N S  C O N C E R N I N G  

O P E R A T I O N  A N D  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M S :  G E N E R A L  

A U T H O R I T Y  O F  S E C R E T A R Y  

P a r t  4  -  R e c o r d s ;  P r i v a c y ;  L i m i t a t i o n  o n  W i t h h o l d i n g  F e d e r a l  F u n d s  

- H E A D -

S e c .  1 2 3 2 i .  L i m i t a t i o n s  o n  w i t h h o l d i n g  o f  F e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  

- S T A T U T E -

( a )  R e f u s a l  t o  s u p p l y  p e r s o n a l  d a t a  o n  s t u d e n t s  o r  f a m i l i e s  

E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c t i o n  1 2 3 2 g ( b ) ( 1 ) ( D )  o f  t h i s  t i t l e ,  t h e  

r e f u s a l  o f  a  S t a t e  o r  l o c a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c y  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e ,  s c h o o l ,  a g e n c y  o f f e r i n g  a  

p r e s c h o o l  p r o g r a m ,  o r  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  

p e r s o n a l l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  d a t a  o n  s t u d e n t s  o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  a s  a  

p a r t  o f  a n y  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o g r a m ,  t o  a n y  F e d e r a l  o f f i c e ,  a g e n c y ,  

d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  o t h e r  t h i r d  p a r t y ,  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  i t  

c o n s t i t u t e s  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y  a n d  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  

o f  s t u d e n t s  o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  s h a l l  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  s u f f i c i e n t  

g r o u n d s  f o r  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  

S u c h  a  r e f u s a l  s h a l l  a l s o  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  s u f f i c i e n t  g r o u n d s  f o r  a  

d e n i a l  o f ,  a  r e f u s a l  t o  c o n s i d e r ,  o r  a  d e l a y  i n  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

o f ,  f u n d i n g  f o r  s u c h  a  r e c i p i e n t  i n  s u c c e e d i n g  f i s c a l  y e a r s .  I n  

t h e  c a s e  o f  a n y  d i s p u t e  a r i s i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  r e a s o n a b l e  

n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  b e  a f f o r d e d  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t .

( b )  N o n c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  n o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  F e d e r a l  l a v ;
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T h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  a  l o c a lr--------------- ----- ---------------------------------
e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c y  m a y  n o t  b e  l i m i t e d ,  d e f e r r e d ,  o r  t e r m i n a t e d  b y

t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  o f  n o n c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t i t l e  V I  o f  t h e

C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t  o f  1 9 6 4  ( 4 2  U . S . C .  2 0 0 0 d  et Beg.) o r a n v  other
n o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  l a w  u n l e s s  s u c h  a g e n c y  i s

a c c o r d e d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  d u e  p r o c e s s  o f  l a w ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  -

( 1 )  a t  l e a s t  3 0  d a y s  p r i o r  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o f  d e f e r r a l  t o  t h e  

a g e n c y ,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o g r a m  o r  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  

t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f i n d B  t o  b e  o p e r a t e d  i n  n o n c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a  

s p e c i f i c  p r o v i s i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  l a w ;

( 2 )  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  o n  t h e  r e c o r d  b e f o r e  a  d u l y  

a p p o i n t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a w  j u d g e  w i t h i n  a  6 0 - d a y  p e r i o d  ( u n l e s s  

s u c h  p e r i o d  i s  e x t e n d e d  b y  m u t u a l  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  

s u c h  a g e n c y )  f r o m  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  a n y  d e f e r r a l ;

( 3 )  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  s u c h  h e a r i n g  a n d  t h e  r e n d e r i n g  o f  a  

d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  m e r i t s  b y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a w  j u d g e  w i t h i n  a  

p e r i o d  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  9 0  d a y s  f r o m  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  s u c h  

h e a r i n g ,  u n l e s s  t h e  j u d g e  f i n d s  b y  a  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  s u c h  h e a r i n g  

c a n n o t  b e  c o n c l u d e d  o r  s u c h  d e c i s i o n  c a n n o t  b e  r e n d e r e d  w i t h i n  

s u c h  p e r i o d ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  s u c h  j u d g e  m a y  e x t e n d  s u c h  p e r i o d  f o r  

n o t  t o  e x c e e d  6 0  a d d i t i o n a l  d a y s ;

( 4 )  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  a n y  d e f e r r a l  o f  F e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  w h i c h  m a y  b e  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  a  p e r i o d  n o t  

t o  e x c e e d  1 5  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  r e n d e r i n g  o f  s u c h  d e c i s i o n  u n l e s s  

t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a n  e x p r e s s  f i n d i n g  o n  s u c h  r e c o r d  t h a t  s u c h  a g e n c y  

h a s  f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  a n y  s u c h  n o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n  o f  

F e d e r a l  l a w ;  a n d

( 5 )  p r o c e d u r e s ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  t o  

e n s u r e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s ,  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  

a n y  f i s c a l  y e a r  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  s u c h  

j u d g e .

( c )  F a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  q u o t a s
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I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  f o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  d e f e r  o r  l i m i t  a n y  

F e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o n  t h e  b a r i s  o f  a n y  f a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  

w i t h  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  q u o t a s  ( o r  a n y  o t h e r  n u m e r i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

w h i c h  h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  i m p o s i n g  q u o t a s )  o n  t h e  s t u d e n t  a d m i s s i o n  

p r a c t i c e s  o f  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  o r  c o m m u n i t y  

c o l l e g e  r e c e i v i n g  F e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .

- S O U R C E -

( P u b .  L .  9 0 - 2 4 7 ,  t i t l e  I V ,  S e c .  4 4 6 ,  f o r m e r l y  S e c .  4 4 0 ,  a s  a d d e d  

P u b .  L .  9 3 - 3 8 0 ,  t i t l e  V ,  S e c .  5 1 5 ( a ) ,  A u g .  2 1 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  8 8  S t a t .  5 7 4 ;  

a m e n d e d  P u b .  L .  9 4 - 4 8 2 ,  t i t l e  I V ,  S e c .  4 0 7 ,  4 0 8 ,  O c t .  1 2 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  9 0  

S t a t .  2 2 3 2 ,  2 2 3 3 ;  r e n u m b e r e d  S e c .  4 4 6  a n d  a m e n d e d  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 3 8 2 ,  

t i t l e  I I ,  S e c .  2 1 2 ( b ) ( 1 ) ,  ( 3 ) ( C ) ,  O c t .  2 0 ,  1 9 9 4 ,  1 0 8  S t a t .  3 9 1 3 . )

- R E F T E X T -

R E F E R E N C E S  I N  T E X T  

T h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t  o f  1 9 6 4 ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  s u b s e c .  ( b ) ,  i s  P u b .

L .  8 8 - 3 5 2 ,  J u l y  2 ,  1 9 6 4 ,  7 8  S t a t .  2 4 1 ,  a s  a m e n d e d .  T i t l e  V I  o f  t h e  

C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t  o f  1 9 6 4  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  g e n e r a l l y  t o  s u b c h a p t e r  V  

( S e c .  2 0 0 0 d  e t  s e q . )  o f  c h a p t e r  2 1  o f  T i t l e  4 2 ,  T h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  

a n d  W e l f a r e .  F o r  c o m p l e t e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t  t o  t h e  C o d e ,  

s e e  S h o r t  T i t l e  n o t e  s e t  o u t  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  2 0 0 0 a  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  a n d  

T a b l e s .

- M I S C 2 -

P R I O R  P R O V I S I O N S  

A  p r i o r  s e c t i o n  4 4 6  o f  P u b .  L .  9 0 - 2 4 7  w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  t o  s e c t i o n  

1 2 3 3 e  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  p r i o r  t o  r e p e a l  b y  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 3 8 2 .

A M E N D M E N T S

1 9 9 4  -  S u b s e c .  ( a ) .  P u b .  L .  1 0 3 - 3 8 2 ,  S e c .  2 1 2 ( b ) ( 3 ) ( C ) ,  m a d e  

t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s e c t i o n  1 2 3 2 g ( b ) ( 1 ) ( D )  o f  t h i s  

t i t l e  t o  r e f l e c t  r e n u m b e r i n g  o f  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s e c t i o n  o f  o r i g i n a l  

a c t .

1 9 7 6  -  P u b .  L .  9 4 - 4 8 2  d e s i g n a t e d  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  a s  s u b s e c .

( a )  a n d  a d d e d  s u b s e c s ,  ( b )  a n d  ( c ) .

EFFEC T IV E DATE OF 19 7 6 AMENDMENT
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A m e n d m e n t  b y  P u b .  L .  9 4 - 4 8 2  e f f e c t i v e  3 0  d a y s  a f t ^ . ’ " O c t .  1 2 ,

1 9 7 6 ,  e x c e p t  e i t h e r  a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  o r ,  i f  n o t  

s o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d ,  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  f o r  

t h o s e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  s e e  

s e c t i o n  5 3 2  o f  P u b .  L .  9 4 - 4 8 2 ,  s e t  o u t  a s  a  n o t e  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  1 0 0 1  

o f  t h i s  t i t l e .

E F F E C T I V E  D A T E

S e c t i o n  5 1 5 ( b )  o f  P u b .  L .  9 3 - 3 8 0  p r o v i d e d  t h a t :  ' ' T h e  a m e n d m e n t  

m a d e  b y  s u b s e c t i o n  ( a )  ( e n a c t i n g  t h i s  s e c t i o n )  s h a l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  

u p o n  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t  ( A u g .  2 1 ,  1 9 7 4 ) . ' 1

Search U S C . About Database . D ow n load  U S C . C la ssification  T a b les. C od ific a tion
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S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  H B  4 0 8

Section 1: Repeals and rew rites a AS 14 .03 .1 10 (a ) thereby changing existing statute to
allow 1) anonym ous su rveys w ithout written perm ission. 2 ) I t  also rem oves a prohibition 
about questions that inquire into personal or private a ffa irs .

Section 2 : Repeals and rew rites 14 .03 .110 (b ) thereby it: D rem oves the section that allows
the school district to get annual permission (fo r anonym ous su rveys) from the parents, and, 
2 ) rem oves the requirem ent to notify parents 2 w eeks before a su rvey . Th e se  two concepts 

are replaced w ith a requirem ent that each student's parent shall be unity

Section 3 : Repeals and rew rites 14 .03 .110 (c) thereby 1) removing the requirem ent for
written perm ission and . 2 ) the requirem ent for a two w eek notice for non-anonvmous 
su rveys. Th ese  two concepts are  replaced with a requirem ent for a t least two w eeks 
written notice o f the right to g r a n t  o r  d e n y  p e rm is s io n . No direction is given on w hat 
should be done with the written notice other than the school " shall provide" it. (Th e  intent of 
this section could be technically satisfied with a posting on a "parent's bulletin board" in some 

remote corner o f the school)

Section 4 : Repeals and rew rites 14 .03 .110 (d ) T h e  only significant change is that the written 
notice that m ust be "provided" to parents is defined to include directions for perm ission for 
taking the su rvey  (w hich  would not be needed if th is bill w as to pass) or for denial of 

perm ission.

to subm it... denial o f perm ission.

Section 5 : Am ends 14 .03 .1 10 (d ) to require the parent to take the initiative to provide written 

denial o f perm ission
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D e live rie s to : 129 6 th S t., Rm . 329

M E M O R A N D U M February 18. 2002

SUBJECT: Public school questionnaires - HB 408

TO: Representative Con Bunde 
Attn: Karen /i.

FROM: Michael F. Ford 
Legislative Counsel

# /
You have requested a sectional summary o f the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary o f  a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation o f the bill and the bill itself is the best statement o f its 
contents. I f  you would like an interpretation o f  the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
o f circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Prohibits a public school student being given a school questionnaire or survey 
unless written permission is obtained from the student's parent or legal guardian, or the 
questionnaire or survey is anonymous or concerns a matter o f  public record or public 
observation.

Section 2. Provides that for an anonymous school questionnaire or survey written 
permission is not required, but the student's parent or legal guardian must get the 
opportunity to deny permission to take the questionnaire or survey.

Section 3. Requires that for purposes o f  a school questionnaire or survey under 
AS 14.03.110(a) or (b), the school district must provide a parent or legal guardian at least 
two weeks written notice o f the right to grant or deny permission to take the school 
questionnaire or survey, before it is administered.

Section 4. Specifies the contents o f  the written notice required to be given a parent or 
legal guardian, regarding a school district questionnaire or survey.

Section 5. Provides that a student's parent or legal guardian may refuse to allow 
participation in a specific school questionnaire or survey by submitting written denial o f 
permission for the student's participation.
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A ttitud es a n d  B ehav io rs

You r an sw e rs  on  th is  qu es tionn a ire  w ill b o  kep t s tric t ly  ccn flc tan fifil. DO NOT pus y ou r 
nam e on  th is  fo rrn . It h e s  n o  c od a  num bors , go n o  o n e  w ill bo  e b b  to find  ou t how  you  o r 
an yon e  c lad  onow orod . Y ou r e oh o o l w ill rec a lve  a rap o rs  Hint c om b ln aa  m any attic" (to’ 
enevvere togethe r. T he re fo re , n o  orso w ill be  eb la  to  c onn ec t y ou r an sw e rs  with y ou r muite.

T h is  Is  not a  tea t y ou  tek© fo r  cc tioo i g radca . You a ro  Juat b o ln o  eakoG to  to ll ahoi j 
y o u ra e lf , y o u r e xp e rien ces , end  y ou r to o lin g s . P le a s e  b e  m  h on e s t cd y ou  ciiut.

P l e a s e  note-.1
issssswa

. . . . . . .     1 !  pU asc  d o a t  sh a re  th la

• • .' t W ' -  • • • . . . \ : {i . . # < h ■? &1 1  you*youm & »
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0 4 / 0 9 / 2 0 0 2  0 8 : 4 4  2 0 1 2 5 1 9 7 8 9

1. How old era you?
O  1 f o r younger
0.12, . : vV i
O  13

, :?
2. V/ftat (« your grotfe In sch oo l?

O a l i  
O e m  
O  7th 
O w h

O  17 
O  18
0 10 oroidor

■ >/!• V • . 'd r. — ,\ ■■ ■ ■ ■

e . B e ing  r e i l f c ! : - - :  
s p ir i tu a l. (  

.1 0 , H e lp ing  to  ew ’v>

a ra tc e a tsd  ft t lr iy . . ,  ( 
11 . C a s in g  to  know  

p w rp tow h o e re  
o f  a  d iffe ren t ra c e  . 

'■t0„ttiM.Ism . . . . . . . . A

®= 3 . W het Its you r boh?
“ a  O  Male O  Femaleam
an

/j. How tlo you describe  yourself? if m ore than one, 
merit oaoh th a t applies to  you,
O  American Indian
O  Aslan or Pacific Islander (fo r example, Cambodian,

Hmong, Japanese , Korean, Laotian, Vietnamese)
O  Black or African Amorlcan
O  Hispanic, Latino or Lntlna (fo r oxumplo, Cuban American, 

Maxlcan American, Puerto Rican, o r otiior Latin American) 
O  Whito

!• &d]^0>.ofi.tho' qttpdtton* in -th is  survey t t k  fihbusyou^ 
ei»rvcyf . “pantrntft' (and. •fathesn,.osi: 

tsu, th e  .gdulto vjfto ore> now- rtjovi; !
k B t* could * x » . t e ^ ‘p * $ t ^ P
*  .» you Hvfr.ifjijLV)

Died
mis
Er3 5 . Which orra o f  tho fo llow ing  b a s f tfcocrlbao  y ou r 

fam ily ?
0  I Hvo with two parents.
0 1  Hvo In a one-parent family with my mother,
O  I Hvo in a  ooc-pnront family with my father.
O  Sometimes I livo with my mothor and sometimes with

my father.

era 
v a  
HQ 
KOt

KM
CD)
flEB

How Im portant Is each  o f the fo llow ing  to  you  In y ou r life ?  
* *  M ark on© onaw or fo r  each .
E23 
83)

n=3 6 . H elp ing o th e r
P i s p f c ........... . . . O ..................O .............Q j ........... O  ,Q

o® 7 , Helping to  raduoo  ‘ ’  • ;!
hw igar and poverty ;•

« jj In Uve v r o f t d ................ O ...........O ............ O ...........O  ■
«®a e. H op ing  to  m e lts 

tho w o rld  a h o lie r 
pise® in which to  

“ »  l i v e .................................. Q ...........O ............ Q .......... O .
rsn

Km Sojr,c«tist Ko4 Oiift# fc'KtoroV
U.ij«nwrt l* o o rtt«  Sit » Important fcipsrttet

1a . Sp eak in g  up  fo r'
©duality (e ve ryone  
ith ouk i have  tho
earno ilglrte giuJ.
cppm rtun ttlco ) Q ...........O ............O ......... O ............. O

13 . G iv ing Umo o r  
m onay to  m ake ’ ) 
life  b e tte r fo r  ■"/
o th e r p o o p lo  Q ...........O ............O ......... O .............O

14 . D o ing  what I . : 
be lieve  la  righ t • ,  
even  If m y fr la n d a  <
m jtk© fun o f m o . . . Q ...........O ............O ......... O ............. O

15 . S tand ing  up fo r  
what l bolipvi?, 
even  when It's •
unpopu la r to  do  o o . Q  O ............O ......... O . . . . .  O

18 , Telling the truth , 
oven  when It’u not
eaoy     ...............  O ...........O .............O ......... O .............O

17 . A ccepting
ru cp on s lb lllty  f or  
my  acttonw when ?
I make a mistake
o r  g o t In troub io  . . . 0  O ............O ......... O  O

10. Doing my bast even r : '
when I havo to  d o  ,
o Job I d o n ’t llk o  . . . Q  O ............O ......... O  O

i s .  On &n ave rage  e-choo) cJny, ©bout how  much time do  you 
spend  do ing  hom ew ork  ou te ld o  o f  e ch o o l?
O  Non© O  1 hour
O  Hall hour o r io9s  O  *  h o -  -
O  Botwoon half an hour and O  3  hours o r mom

an hour

20 . What g rad e s  d o  you earn in bcInjoJ?
O  Mostly As O  Mostly Co
O  About half As and half Ba O  About hall Ca and half Ds
O  Mostly Bn O  Moctly Do
O  About half Bn and half Ca Q  Montly below Ds

« H  S3®
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Pa* Baoh of the following, m ark ono re s p o n d , 
How often d o es  o n e  of your pcrente . . * 7

9oin&'
Ofttfl t t o w  J W i w n  H a w

V?V
M g fa  ° * * n «“

21. Hof£5 you with your schoo l
Vk*&r& •«••• • *.Ĉ• • O • • Q • ■ O *• Oi■

22 , jhik to  you eb o u t w hat y&y i j \sre diiino in ecbool.23. Ask you about homework.......
24. G o to meetings or otnsnta ot 

yew sobooJ,
j . .  O  •».Q >. O  • • O.v . t?'S

How m uch do you ag ree  o r  dteagr&e with th o  following?
Marti ana enav/®c for each.

Strong!/ Nat Ote- Blronsfy 
Agrso Atj-’ ca Sura t& w  D tng itt

28, At school I try an hard go 1
can to  do my boat w o rk ............C j  ■ • O  • • £ $  * • O . . O

23. My teachers really caro abou t i $  ^  £■&
mo........................................ q . . o - $ - o » $27. It bo Jtora mo when I don't v.i, /•do eontcthlng well..................Q - O  — Q - O - O

2 6 .1 got o lot of onoovrugom oht
et t r .y school..........................Q ... O  •, Q . • O  .. O

afl.YtWlMWl e i schoo l pueh  me
to bo the be'st I can  b e  . . . . . . . .  O . .  O . .  ,Q j. .  O  . .  Q

30. (fly fiarenta pueh  mo to  bo i  ty j :
tho b as t I can b o ........................ Ql — O  — .©  — O  • • . 0

31. During tiro last four wesks. how many dnye of ecfrool 
hwa you mlaosti because you skipped or "ditched?" 
O  Nono 0  4-5 days
O 1 day O  6 -10 days
O 2 days O  11 or more days
O 3 days

For osoh of tho following, m ark otto answer.
How ofion (5o y o u . . .  7

Urnliy ScmciTwo N?w
32,F©3Jbsrod at school.......................£1........O - . - C j
33. Como to  claso&s w ithout bringing w$ feif

paper o r som eth ing  to  write with . . .  ® .......O ...........Q
34, Como to doft403 without your its)

hornewarfc flnJ&faod........................ -Cj|.......O ........
35. Come to o tesaca  w ithout your : H

toefco............................................Q ........O ........ Q

. “mother"), re fer to  iho 6*i.U,e v w h ^ e ^ . R ^ f e i j i b i r t '}

• > • * . V*\ • I-V.

■' ir • . •
.••> ' ■ . -• . ‘ .. .V*. H >r • •si7 V. . •

•• . ’W*'* + • V**|l -/V .4* .

How much do you ogre© or disagree with tho followlno? 
Cheese one anewcr for ocicli.

ttrwgty K i i ssw&ly
so. On tho whole, 1 III: 5 rnyoalf., . • • Q "  O . . O . . J Q
37. It In n sa tn st my voluoa to .*2 •* 3Hp

drink olcc.'.oi white 1 &m a •: i  M
tso .ic^ tr ,

33-1 Ilka to  do  exciting thlngo J :  & • r
oven If they aro dsngsrouo . . . . Q . .  O . . ' ^ . .  O . • c

33. At tim es, I think I am no ■t 1good a t all. .............. .. . . Q . .  O — 0  — p
40.1 got along wall with my • v wj % ftQ

pcre-nta........................................ - 0 - 0
41. All In nil, 1 cm glcd 1 nrn nr?. . .» .O ., .  O  • . 'fc — o . . d
42.1 fo d  1 d o  not Itavo m uch to • .■ i

bo proud of................................ r \  -r* i r* W

43. If 1 break one of my paren ts '
. . o  .Mrules, 1 ueunfiy ge t pum'chcd.

44. My peren ts  glvo mo holp •, .ij n j* ji- _ R3 Hend cuppori v;hon 1 nood I t . . . . a . . o - | - 0 - 0
45. It Is ag a in st my voiuoo to ■xi m N

have sox wtilte I am a ^  i
tocn&Qsr. , ,  O  «, w . .  O  -  O .

43. In my scihool thw o arc clear
X  1

»• i
ru les abou t w hat studen ts ? ’
can  and  cannot d o , ................. . . o . . d

47.1 cere  about tho ed to o l 1 no y.’ft |§? *:-4
to ................ ................................. € ? . .  O  . . f y . . 0 - 0

48, My pcronto often tell mo they 
lovo m o.......................................

l

. . o . . ! d
49. In my family, 1 feci us ful »VjV

t ^ i i t 'i
and  Im p o rtan t.......................... . Q  . .  O  * • fjp; . . o . . q

50. Stutfsnfe In my school oera .s> SS S *4
abou t m s. ................................. . . o . . vo

S t. In my family, there are  clear • 1  i
rutea about whut 1 can  and 
cannot do. . . .  O  • • ^

qo•a

Gi, In my neighborhood, tl>«ro $
a rc  a  lot of pooplo who cere fr?4 £& •• ' '
abou t mo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o . . q

i ;53. At my school, everyone S3
knows thct you'll gat In f »
troubls te r using alco’icl :• * * 4
or Oliver d ru g s ............................ , . o . . q

64. If one  of my neighbors eav/
m e do som ething wrong, ho ■k 3 3 r
or aba would tell ono of my . *f
p a r e n t s . ........................ .. > O «• O  ♦. Os . . o . . o

- 3 * □ m  s i s s a i i ® 3H
8I

B
1I

II
B

B
3B

89
. 

SI
SS

gS
SB

lS
SH

SS
SS

B
I 

S 3 
H 

B I 
8 § 

I B 
3 B

' 1 
8 2 

0 3 
1 H 

9 S 
9 8 

1 I
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*® During tfia; 12 m on ths, how many tlm as have y o u . . .  7

Sw•“  3-4 itore
# Nww Os*o Wt-8 Timas Times

&5. B een o  leader In a  g roup or

organisation  .......
a > 58. S to ls n ocm alhlng from o
c i c ta ro  ..........................................
ca 57. Cotton Into trouble with tiro
«* p o ilc o ......................................................... O
^  6B. Kit or bseS up  &0W9&JU).............© . .  O . .  !<£
,n> 50. Dam aged property Just for fun 
r*  (enah s s  breaking windows,

scratch ing  a cer, putting pr.lnt 
1 1 on walla, e to .) .................................Q . .  O  • • &2i • • O  • •K3

.. O .. Ca.. O'.. C>
H  ^  ^0 | .. O  •. .»O  •. tC

..O-.Ql
J.

'='5

iraa
.-•3
CSS
r.-TB

During en avejggo week, how many hours  do  you spend

Number of Hours 11 or
<e« SO, Pteylny on or holplnp 1 3 -5 6 -10 More
r a with eports teams at
.c'a Fuhool or In the
am corurmmlty . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Q  • • O  •■ O . . 0 . . Q

ns
Cl. In clubs or organizations 

(othsr than sports) «J
CM school (for oitamplo,. V . :•
»CT ochool nowspepor, • •ttA .•
r>*9 etudont govemmont, ...^ i

school ploya, language : 7z -i1 It*
153& clubo, hobby clubs,

. o . . qCE9 draina club, dsbats, etc.). O  • ■ O  • • O .■ Q .
A

C?„ In clubo or organlz&tlcns
' 4  ■ •$

yi •*
(othsr than eporto) outsido

tsa of school (cuch ao 4*M, ri*s
ten Scouts, Boye end Girls .r v>

Cluba, YWCft, YMCA) . . . . O . . O . . O . . a . 0o

rjra 63. Ficr.cilng Juct for fun (not ; z
EX3 part of your school work), O  . • O  • • 0  • • O i -

0o

^ 3 64 . Going to programs, 1’4 4 1G23 groups, or cwvfcoo at M
G*3 a church, synagogue, <>:s
TO mooĉ u®. or other •» ?
KS3 rollf'ltK!® or spiritual :-,i *:}
KC3 plr>j8 O  . • O* *» O  . . 0 , . O .. O
1233 65 . Helping other peoplo j./jv

1

uR2Q wltiOUt g&Klng paid witcn (cuoli as holplng out e3 f.-:;
wrt q hoc;jital, d&ycera

ccritar, food a half, youth !i»: ?isj *v*630 program, community r ;
oca Mirvtco egoncy, or •;.> - -y-:« I...5
w>v doing otlvw things) to U \\ !i

>f:;i
c?a mslta your city a hatter - nr;.
tzzs ploco for pcop!® to llvo .. O  • • O  •. O  • • Q "ClD 63. Helping frtendti or i<<
EEfl nalghbofa.......................O ,. O * . O  » .Q . . O . . Q i
raa 67. Practicing or taking •.*, ; .'l-vl

•.t!•*
/ ; v ‘

leocOTia In music, art. w, •

P
drama, or dunce, after ' *1
(tohooiofonwo«k»nds..O .. 0 . .*  0 . -

T h in k a b o u t th o peep to w ho kno v ; y o u vaosi. te n# d a you 
th in k  th a y w ou ld re f a you on e ssh o ' ttw s o ?

*•■*.••• •«.- • . . « • • • • • t* j/ * , »
Peop le w h o know  mu w ou ld e sy th a t th is  t o . . . ■ )• • •i';VwyNot A Scovs*

atfiS Utfc vtfcs} Oufeo Uuefi
UWW9 UfeJlW IfltoMo Lika fio Ufa to

68. Knowing how to  
aoy "no" when 
eom eona w ants 
m® to  do  th ings I. 
know ors w rong ordangerous . . . . . . . . . . . . .  O • . • . . .

rt othrw v” ■'89 . C oring  abou t o th o r 
people'stoolings ..£» 

70. Thinking through • 4  
tho paeslb la  g o o d  ... $ 
and  lied  re su lts  o f  ' ̂  
d lffo ren t ch o ice s  ; before I mefce

■ o . . . . .

. . .  O . . . . .  Q
'• ;5

. . .  o . . . » »^
k*.

I.':

d'SOlclono . . . . . . . . . C- •̂ « O  *. *. • • • • .0 . . . . .0
71. Saving my monoy ; i >'l : V

forsomatfilng ipA
spoolol rcthor •
than cpondlng It |

• Q —all right away.........C j. .0 . . . . .0
72. fteopectlitg tha ■

voluoo end boiiots • i ♦ *» \
of psoplo who ora ■ • -m
of a  different race .j <s »
or culiuro than 1
am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Q . . . . . 0 . . . . • ,Q • O

73. Giving up when
thinge get hard for ..v;: ** L V
ms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O .».. * * »•»» . 0 . *.. ■474. Scoylng away from • ' J ;*rj >
people v/tio might '> - :* • *
got mo In troublo , , Q , vQ

75. Feolltig really *ad ■'• . '-Tti
when ono of my , ..y •.'•r
frlondB Is unhappy. Q . . ^ . . . . • d

70. Bolng good at •' *•
making and .j j

’r t .
•v«

keeping frlondo. . . . Q . . . . 0  • V“S-

77. Knowing a lot t
about poople of - j tt*|
other racoa............Q . c i

78. Enjoying treing • IV*

with people wlro i m s4
sro of a  cflffari nt 1 m t j
race than 1 cm .......O '. .0 . . . . . a

79. Doing good at <vi
planning ahosd. . . . O . • .. 0  •••• . q . . . . «0 . . . . • d

60. Tuklnfl good cero of % ’ v» *,
my body (eueh oe, • ;• * V -Aa: •
ontlng foods thfit '3 +.>•'
are good for \' 4 t •••_•'
«»orolBlng rogulsrly^ ,f . »#
end  ootlng thraD \
good aksIs a opy). O . . . . .  O . . . . .  |Q . . . . .  O . . . . .

BS1
fKJm  m m m m  @
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Inthla. wstitoiv.ufBr' you about alcohol nnd-ptfr$ednig*#j 
Rcn>«naef,YCSi aroi*B î|#5wM«r$ 

pjrt ygug ppnm  oA lfiltttorm , »o no  onof wJU ©was t o  g£kei'$su
: :v- ; '  \ i -v.v:r»

Hot/ mcny times, If any, have you hod alcohol to drink . . .  7
Ni i mf t r a  o f  T l n w a

1 S-3 C-S 10-10 20-M 46*
61. In your 

lifetime 
.During
teg j|12

. . . . . .  O  ••  d  ». O  . .  Q  ■, O  • • :(Ql •» O  *• Q i
83. During tho

last 30 dava.. O  • • £2 •. O  -. Q ,. . O  .. <§$,. O  .. . 0

u it  hi yvu i
li fa t lm o  0 . . q - - 0 . . q . . O . , q . . O . . . Q

02. During tlsa i$ j <■& * a$
la e tm  *sS

94. Think (Kick over tho taat two waoke. Kow many Wmoa 
hfiva you had five or mora drinks In a row? (A "drink'’ 
Is o gleoa of wins, a bottle or can of boor, a ehot glass 
of liquor, or n mlxad drink.)
O  Nono O  3 to 5 times
O  Onco O  6 1o 9 times
O  Twico O  10 or more times

83. If you com® homo from a parly and your perento found 
out tf lot you hod b; j n drinking, how upsst do you think
trioy would be?
O  Not at all upset O  Very upset
O  A little upset O  Extremely upeot
O  Somewhat upset

How many tlmoe, If any, have you smoked cigarettes . . .  7

Number o f Times 
0 1 2 34  6-0 10-15 2<K» 40+

86 . In you r
life time O . .  O . . O . . O . . O . . Q I . . O . . Q

87. During the '. '■}£ :
last 12 .»-? f l |  f r j
m on th s . . . . . .  O  . .  Q . .  O  . .  Q . .  O . - $ $ . .  O  • • Q

63- During the i ft $w u .*
last 30days. . O .. f f j .. Q .. Q . .  O  O . . jQ

80. During tho last two wooke. about how many claerelteo 
hGve you smoked?
O  None O  About 1 pack per dey
O  Loco than 1 cigarette ;>or day O  About 1-1/2 packs per day 
O  1 to 5 cigarettes per day O  2 or moro packs per day 
O  About 1/2 pack per day

NUNN PAGE 06

How many tlmoe, If any, hav® you used ma^datm (gears, 
pot) or hnohlsh (hash, hnsh o il) . . . ? B,a iW7J i f

v •• ", N u ro b w o fT W  ^  f. i, • • ‘ »_   * _ i2 >5 C5 10-19 te-M tot bd {
■ ■ ■ >! 'iv.B0. In yw r «ss

(Iftrtlrro O . . O.-O •• O •• O .. Q-. O .. Q
91. During th e  • '<■> I *»:i ‘‘ j  «ss=>

tact 12

How mony tlme3, if any, hevo you uood cocalno (crack, coko, **« 
enow, roc?;). . . 7 «s j i

CT3 :i
Number of Tlmsa >|

0 1 2  5-5 6* 10-19 29-33 40+ m  j)
02 . In y ou r ecu ’•(

ii ra t im o ............O . .  O . .  O . .  O . .  O . - Q . .  O . *  0  “ =* :]
03. During tho •>( on :i

last 12 'j$| - bsi .:j
m o n th s ............0 . . 0 - - 0 - . 0  ( " V . ?  ^  *  — • A

During the loan 2 months, how many times have you . . . ?
ET3BSB
tael5 CT _ _  

3 - S Hon 
haver Onca IV rfa  TSs .3 Times 633

94. Bsxsn to a party whsr® o t lw  ca
klda your ego ware drinking... O  .. O  .. O ,.. O  .. Q

95. DHvon e car after you hoid •; .  ̂ era
boondlinking .O  .» O  . . ̂ .» O «■ eei

95. Rld '^n In o car whose driver tv'; naa
had b®:n drlnUing....................Q . . O  .. Q .. O .. O  ®aKiJ 

Et£3 
G 3 
tt&a

i f

How many times, If any, havo you enhfed glua, brcothed tho 
contents of aeroool spray con® or Inlialori other furrres In 
ordsr to got h igh . . .  7

N um btr o fT Im sa
D 3CiSQ
IV93
EoU

97, Ourlng tlW

montho O  . .  Q . .  O  . .  q . .  O  •• 0 - -  O  . .  O , 868
93. During thei k','̂  caa

laGt_3Q daye.. Q .. q .. Q .. Q .. Q .. q . . O . . O

c a
99. In on avorega week, how many times do all of the people ied 

In year family who Hvo with you cat dinner t i d i e r ?  cct
O  None O  4 lienee a week
O  Onco a wook O  G tlmeo a weak
O  TWco a week O  6 Umc® a week
O  Three tlme8 a wook

I

O  7 limoc a  wcs-k

IR3
K 55 |
C!S » 
irna ; 
Ktf) .•
BT?I •*

H I

-6*



o 100. K iw  often did ycu  feel sad  o r d o p re ts^ d  durt;>2 tit® !®M
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m onth? .
O O  All of th* time O  Onoo in a white
a O  Most of tha limo O  Not at all

w j  O  Soma of the time

9
■ m
■

1OT. H©v* you ovar tried  to  kill yourwSf? 
O no
O  Vba, onoo 
O  Vos, twice
O  Yob. more than two JJmos

102. Metroycu eve? h ed  soxuet Intcroourco (“gono oil tits  way," 
■mod® lova“>?
O  NO -  SKIP TO QUESTION 104 
O  Once 
O  TV/ica 
O  3 times 
O  4 or more tlmoe

103. W han you have sea , how often do  you and/or your 
partner u so  s  b irth  control m ethod ®uch eo birth control 
pl!!a, a condom  (rubhoi), foam, diaphragm , or IUD?
O  Never O  Often
O  Soidom O  Always
O  Sometimes

Now m any tii,.ac, if any, In the  laat 12 m on ths hove you 
uesd . . . 7

Number of Times 
0 1 2 W 0-5 10-10 20-5? «(■

104. Chawing 
tobacco  or
s n u f f  0 . . : Q . . 0 . . Q . . 0 . . i£ 3 . . 0

103. Heroin ‘V/j *j
(em r.sk , horw», '■ ; **•*
otasg) o r o ther r #  'M
narco tics like ^
opium  or $ 7
m o r p h in e . . . .  O  . .  d * .  O . .  Q L  O  O  ..

103. A fow an O  © j . .  O  . .  0 . .  O  O  .-
107. PCi> or Angsl o

Duot . . . . . . . .  ( 3  . .  ^ . .  O  • • iddjj ■ • O  - - . .  O  «■
106.b 8D ("s o le !" ) 0 . . $ 8 | . .  O
ICO. Amphetamines j a  w j

(lorcwmpfa, 

upper® , upp, 
speed , bonnlss, - n
doste®) without '̂ 5 tty
a proscription $ jj
fro m b d o c to r .O  O  ..iy **  O  O .

-:r
Wow m uoh d o  you egroa or d isag ree  with the following?
Merit o n s  answ er for a»ch.

Mat Dfe? Strong Agrrc-Agfa? Cu?t> eyaoKtTsreo'
110. Som etim e* I fool Ilk© my life

■■ hoe n o  pu r p o s e . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . .  O  ■• O  • * ^ . .  O  . .  Q |
111. A dults In my town or city £>’• <<$

mat*© m e tee! Im p o rtan t. Q . . .  O . .  . Q . .  O  *. 0
112. Actiilstt In my town o r city '

listen  to  wtiot I have to  esy. . . . 0 , ,  O  ■. 0 . .  O  •• Q
113. I'm glvon lo ts of ch arg ed  to  K ; 'J j  

help  m oke my tow n c : city  a  •*£ T-b
b o lte rp lr .ae In w h ich to llv o . . . Q , .  O . .  G $ .. 0 . - £ »

114. A dults In my town or city d o n 't '■!?, S.- $ ’•;
C feifdiilrouipaopbm yego.......... 0 . .  O . . 0 * . O . . £ *

115. In my tow n or city, I fe d  Ilk® |  ‘H/ • ;,t »£;(
m atter to  people........................... 0 , .  O . .  0 j > .  O . . 0

116. W hen th ings don 't go woll for 1
mo, I nm good at finding a
way to msko thtnge b a i t e r . . . . .  . O . .  O  . .  Q  •.  O . .  .

117. W hen I am on pdult, I’m su ra  I ■;.*> 3$!
will havo a  good Ilf®.....................iQ . ,  O  . .  . 0 . .  O  • ■ O

RffisnimJcn. ,.ln*tni6 ourvey, • “parental' (e«v t% ^e^^Ji(« r -' 
"m other") refer to. tlio edu lta  w ho. a r a /n b ^ 'r i tp e t -  

.rosptrnB lbb.fQ rratelnoyou. . ’••••

During tha Inst 12 m onths, how many times havo y o u , . .  7

3-1
Novw Ooso TVrf» TIi'iiM

110. T aten  p art In a  fight vvhora a 
group of your fiteudo fought 
enothor group ..............................0  . .  O  . .  Q ! . .  O  ■

119. Hurt som eone badly enough
to  need  band&gec or a doctor . 0 . .  O  •. ® .. .  O  •

120. Used a  knits, gun w  o ther V ’V '
weapon to  got aorneililng v
from a  p e r s o n  Q . . .  O  . .  Q -  - O  .

5 or
t if , 3 
Tbv 4

•Pjt t

• o

121. If you h ad  an  Important concorn abou t tfruga, alcohol, 
59« , o r oom-o otlior s-crlous lecuo, would you Uiti to  your 
parem(s) cbout it?
O  Yes O  Probably not
O  Probably O  No
O  I'm not suro

122. How m uch of tho tlm a do  your paronta mat! you where 
you are  going o r with whom you will be?
O  Nover O  Moet of tho tlrne
O  Seldom O  All of tho time
O  Soma of the time

#
S m W d W W ®
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Am ong the p oop lo  y ou  c on o id e r \ a  be y ou r c loo oo t friartdo, 
how  many w ou ld  y ou  eay . . ,  ?

A
Non# Few Come Meet AH

123. D rink a lc o h o l o n e s  a  w eak o r
more ..........................................O  . • O  . • ,C£i. ■ O . * Of124. Havo usod drug* such a» 'J 
marijuana or cocaine . . . . . . . . .  Q .. O  C l * - O  . . C b

126. Do wall In echool. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Q .« O  . • ■ • O  •. O120. Get Into trouble ct school £ji., O .. • * O • •

How often do you fsal alruld o t . . . ,Orica
Ino Soms- 

Itevtf tf/liilo H iM i Oilc.ii Akvcyo
127. Walking around yourneighborhood?  ........O . . O . . Q . . O * - Q |
128. Getting hurt by comoons at

your school?............................. O - -  O  .. Qj«. O  .. Q
129. Getting hu rt by SOtttOOntt In

your horno?............................... O  .. O  .. Q j. . O  .. Q

130. On tho avcrago, how ninny evenings par week do you go 
out to ectivltloe cl a achool, youth group, congregEtlon, 
or other organization?

0 6  
0 7

131. On tho overago, how many evenings porwook do you go 
out Juat to bo with your frlonde without anything special 
to do?
0 0  0 3  0 6
0 1 0 4  0 7
0 2  0 5

132. Imagine that someone at your school hit you or puslrakJ 
you for no reason. What would you do? Mark one onewsr. 
O  I'd hit or push them right back.
O I'd try to hurt them worse thnn they hurt mo.
O  I'd try to talk to this person and work out our dlfterencoo. O I’d talk to a teachoror other adult.
O  I'd just ignore it and do nothing.

O o 0 3
O i 0 4
0 2 0 5

How mu©:-, do you ag ree  o r d lasgroa with th e  follm.tfnci?
Merit one answ er for each. * n

Strongly N&t Dto- Strtfl#ly CS"
Agrco Agtto Surt Bp'S! Ottsycs

133. S tu d en ts  help dacldo wh?.t car
floao on in my schoo l . , . , 0 * . 0 . . Q . . 0 . . Q .

134.1 d o n ’t c a rs  how I do  in . i • . B=
s o h o o l .  ..................................0 . . 0 . . 0 . - 0 . . 0

135. # hov® lot* of good  • . " ,0
convorcsttar.B with my »=»
parents......................... . . . . . O . . O . . Q . . O . . Q  03a

135. If I bresak a  ru*n a t school, I'm ' > ; era
euro to  got In trouble...................Q  . .  O  . .  . Q . .  O  • • ,Q  “ ®

137. My perontQ cportd a  to t of tlmo . -j . w>
helping o thar poopio...................O . .  O . • O . . .  O  . .  O  ^

135. i havo itf.ao control over tho ‘ « •
th ings th a t will happen In my <^a
llfo,  ....... .............................. C ) _ rtv rtN /^\

Jjl
p m
BD&

During tho los t  12 m onths, now many tJmaa havo y o u . . .  ?  cea
*235

,  # 5or ^3*4 Horo 
Nivw O n t a  TWlc© Tfmw nmca ^

139. Cnrrlod n knlfo or gun to  um
pro tect y o u r  otf. .........................O  . .  O  . .  O  . .  O  . .  O  * “

140. Throotenad to  physically hurt ; en»
Bomoono........................................ O  . .  O  . .  O . . .  O  . .  0  ,=B

141. Gairvblsd (for oKernpl®, bought er<>
lottery tickets or tabs, hot . •
m oney on  sp o rtr  team s o r «=>
card  gamoo, e tc .) .........................O . . O . . Q .  . . O . . O K1

ec5
SCa

The following questlonc a sk  about  tha  eduils you know. ^
W hen nneworlng those q u re fcn r,. ! \ ............
or relatives. uui

How many adults havo you known for two or m ore yor.re eei
w h o . . .  7 sei

Jor Sor ws*
0 1 2  4 more

142. Give you loto of Dflcoura;::nns)n8
w hcnevcrthey  s o s y o u  . . O . .  O  O  . .  O  ^

143. You look forward to spend ing  \v* wo
tlmowith   , . . 0 . . 0 . . C ? . . 0 . . 0  M

144. Spend a lot ot tlmo helping 
o ther p o o p la .................................O  . .  O  . .  O  • . O  O  f *

145. Do th ings that are wrong oi’ ■ “
d o n g a ro u e ................ .............. . . O  . .  O  •• O - - O  Q  •“*

143. Talk with you ot least onca a  ‘
m o n tti .............................................O . . O . . Q . . O  Q  ■ "

mm
v jn

NUNN PAGE 08
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«a On.an average g j j o o l  day. how  many hou rs do  you s p e n d , . .  ?
m 
a L * s i  4  Of

Tfwn 1 2 S Mora
Nona 1 Hour Hour Hours Hours Hows

147. Weeing TV or videos... C?*« O  •• .(aj*. O  O
146. At hom o with n o  odu it *•»'; 'A

k » thona with y o u ..................... )Qj. .  O  .. , Q . .  O  O

o n
rm
EDPX1
03
*us
t n
BHturjEB3
tTiU
lK3
W35J

ICT31
rvy?

rrca
■SS9
BZ>.*4

£33 
u s  
«£« 
MB) 
C3?3 
KTl3 
C51 
EH

KK9
k :*
KID
0 6 )
OS
c&a
« a
C£2
CVU
D<1
■fl
CSS

CT.0
Sf:1
8S)
CMfl

149. Hav© you  e v e r been  phys ic a lly  ha rm ed (tlwit la , whero 
co rneou s cauood  you  to  hr. via *  soa r, b la ck  and  Who 
rr.C'ilT, w aits , b tosd lng , o r a  b roken  b on e ) by som eon e  In 
your fe s r ’ iy o r  e om eon o  liv ing with y ou ?
0  Never 0 4 - 1 0  times
O  Onco O  Mora than 10 times
0  2 * 3  times

150. Ho’.v m any tlm oo In tho Inet 2  v*n ra  have y ou  b«on tha 
victim  o f p h ys ica l v lo le n c o  w hero so  m oon * caused  you 
physica l pa in o r  In ju ry ?
O  Mover O  3 times
O  Once O  4 o r mote times
O TWfce

161. W hero cl on a y o u r fam ily  now  Hvo?
O  On a  farm
O  In the country, not on & form 
O  On an American Indlon reGorvatlon 
O In a email town (under 2 ,500  In population) 
O  In a  town o f 2 ,5 0 0  to 0 .999  
O  In a sm all city (1 0 ,0 0 0  to 49 ,99 9 )
O ' In a  medium size city (5 0 ,0 0 0  to 25 0 ,0 00 ) 
O  In a  largo city (over 2 5 0 ,0 00 )

152. How m sny y ea rs  have you  lived  In tho city where you  
now  liv e ?
O  AH imy life
O  10 years o r more, but I've lived in at least one other place 
O  5  - O years 
0 3  4  years 
O  1 - 2  years 
O  Less than 1 year

153. How o ften  d o  you  b inge eat (eo t a  lo t o f fo o d  In e  sh o rt 
pe riod  o f  Um«) and than mnko y ou rse lf throw  up o r  u se  
la xa tiv es to  get rid o f  the fo o d  you  have caton?
O  Never
O  Once in a  while 
O  Sometimes 
O O fto n

154. Havo yGU eve r gw ra  seve ra l mot *ha whero you  ou t 
down o n  how  much you  oto end lo s t  s o  m voh weight 
o r  becam e s o  thin that o th e r p eop le  became w orried 
abou t y o u ?
O  Yes 
Onq

165. W hat lo  tha  h ighest loved o f  sch oo lin g  y ou r fa the r (o r  
e top -fa tho r o r  mnlo fo o te r paront/gunrd lflrj) c om p le ted ? 
O  Completed grade school o r loco 
O  Som o high school 
O  Completed high school 
O  Som o college 
O  Completed college
O  Graduate or professional school after college 
O Don't know, o r dose not apply

156. W hat lo  tho  h ighest le ve l o f  ttchoc llng you r m other (o r  
s lop -m othe r o r fsm ote fo o te r poront/gu rrd lar,/ c om p e te d ?  
O  Completed gmde school or loss 
O  Som o high school 
O  Completed high school 
O Som a college 
O  Completed college
O  Gradual® o r professional school after college 
O  Don't know, o r does not apply

-8- M l  RocvonMon Con*.1ES»-U141}1211
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Page 14 -  Dr. Frederick J. Stokley
KX.GOT.W v m  c ' Ŝ f . ‘ 6 ‘W b \  S t a W - j r f

U tA G p v J& eA * VbV»Wv SchwAi.
We believe that the District required complainant H-163 to take the survey when it forced him to 
make-up the survey when he returned to school.
Did the survey ask questions that revealed information about one or more o f the seven 
categories?
This Office has reviewed the survey in detail, We conclude that the survey contains questions 
that seek to reveal information concerning subject areas such as sex behavior and attitudes, 
illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior, and critical appraisals o f other 
individuals with whom respondents have close family relationships. In particular, we have 
identified the following questions as touching upon the seven categories listed in the Jaw;

o S e x  b e h a v i o r  a n d  a t t i t u d e *  -  questions45, 102,103,121;
® I l l e g a l ,  a n t i s o c i a l ,  s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i n g  a n d  d e m e a n i n g  b e h a v i o r  -  questions 31,37, 38,39, 

41,42, 56, 57, 58, 59, 68, 72, 80, 81, 82. 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92,93, 94, 95,96, 
97, 98, 100, 101, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 118, 119,120, 139, 140, 141, 153, 154;

° C r i t i c a l  a p p r a i s a l s  o f  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  w h o m  r e s p o n d e n t s  h a v e  c l o s e  f a m i l y
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  -  questions 30 ,40 ,43 ,44 ,48 ,49 , 51, 85,129, 135,136,137,148,149,150.

I f  the survey was required, did the district obtain prior written consent ?
As noted above, the District has admitted it did not obtain prior written consent. The District 
stated in its February 11, 2000 response, “The survey was both voluntary and anonymous. 
Therefore, prior written parental consent was neither sought nor obtained. Students were not 
“ required”  to take the survey."

Csncllismn

This Office concludes that the school district violated PPRA when it administered the survey on 
or about October 22, 1999, in the George Washington Middle School and on or about 
November 2, 1999, at the Ridgewood High School. We reach this determination because the 
evidence demonstrates that the school district, through the use o f federal funds, required its 
students to take a survey that touched upon tliree o f the seven categories o f information listed in 
the law.

In order for this Office to close the investigation o f this complaint, the District must provide the 
FPCO with a written assurance that all appropriate officials o f the District have been in fo rm e d  of 
the PPRA requirements. Specifically, all appropriate officials need to be informed o f me 
requirement that written consent be obtained from parents prior to administering a survey that is 
subject to PPRA. The assurance should include the date when and the manner in which the 
school district infonned the officials about these requirements. Please provide this Office with a 
copy o f any memorandum or other written document used to provide such guidance.



10-2002 MED 09:31 AH P. 02

U nited States Code : Title 20, Section 1232H
http: /  /  www4 .law.comelJ .edu /  uscode/20/1232h.text.html

Sec. 1232h. Protection o f pupil rights

(a) Inspection of instructional materials by parents or guardians
All instructional materials, including teacher’s manuals, films, tapes, or other 
supplementary material which will be used in connection with any survey, analysis, or 
evaluation as part of any applicable program shall be available for inspection by the. 
parents or guardians of the children.
(b) Limits on survey, analysis, or evaluations
N o student shall be required, as part of any applicable program, to submit to a survey, 
analysis, or evaluation that reveals information concerning -

(1) political affiliations;
(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or 
his family;
(3) sex behavior and attitudes;.
(4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;
(5) critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close 
family relationships;
(6) legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of 
lawyers, physicians, and ministers; or
(7) income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for 
participation in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such 
program), without the prior consent of the student (if the student is an adult or 
emancipated minor), or in the case of an unemancipated minor, without the 
prior written consent o f the parent ( e m p h a s i s  a d d e d ) .

(c) Notice
Educational agencies and institutions shall give parents and students effective notice of 
their rights under this section.

(a) Enforcement
The Secretary shall take such action as the Secretary determines appropriate to enforce 
this section, except that action to terminate assistance provided under an applicable 
program shall be taken only if the 
Secretary determines that -

(1) there has been a failure to comply with such section; and
(2) compliance with such section cannot be secured by voluntary means.

(e) Office and review board
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FAX COVER SHEET

DATE: 
FAX TO:

FROM:

MESSAGE:

April 9,2002
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman
House Health, Education & Social Services (HESS) Committee
Fax: 907-465-4587
Carole A. Nunn 
515 Summit Street 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Ph: 201-444-8449
Fax: 201-251-9789
E-mail: cp.roleanuno@aol,com

I would hope that as your committee meets today to discuss HB 408 (passive parent 
permission for student surveys), your committee members would keep in mind the rights 
o f parents and students under the U.S. Constitution. In our much publicized lav/suit 
involving the Ridgewood, NJ student survey issue, we allege that the administration of 
the survey:

> Compelled speech in violation o f the First Amendment;

» Was an unreasonable intrusion into the household in violation o f the Fourth and 
Fourteenth Amendments;

» Violated the substantive due process rights for the adults to raise their children as 
guaranteed by the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments:

> Contravened the right to privacy under the Fourth, Fifth and Fourteenth 
Amendments;

• And violated the Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimination.
The Third Circuit Court o f Appeals in their 12/10/01 decision stated that wc failed to 
allege a violation o f the “Fifth Amendment protection against compelled self- 
incrimination.”  They said in order for self-incrimination to be compelled, there must be a
coercion that attaches significant penalties to non-compliance. Students Acte   .
over the loudspeaker that i f  they did not report to take the survey, it would be considered 
a cut. Apparently, the court did not see that as a significant penalty. HOWEVER ... the 
Third Circuit Court went on to say: “ We are not, however, prepared to say that C.N. 
could not, as a matter o f law, establish any set o f facts which would demonstrate 
violation o f the other constitutional rights asserted.”
A family’ s constitutional rights should come first.
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S u r v e y s  s t i r  d e b a t e  o v e r  p r i v a c y  r i g h t s  v e r s u s  r e s e a r c h
By Cheryl Wetzstein •
THeV*\SHINQTONTW£S

ehts must tell the school that their 
, children can take a survey. If par­
ents don’t say yes, their children 
cannot participate in any school 
survey that asks questions about 
politics, sex, drugs and other per­
sonal issues.
The lav/ stems from a battle over

Have you ever had sexual inter­
course (‘gone all the way, made 
love’)’? As of January, students’in 
New Jersey public schools can’t be 
asked this kind of personal question 
on a survey without their parents’ _„.a .156-question survey that was 
prior written consent^ x j}.... given in 1999 to more titan 2,000 
The Jan. 9 law enacting this ./public middle- and high-school stu- 

change has been hailed aS'a victo- \ ;dents in Ridgewood, N. J.17  for privacy rightsof pdrents ando-f ":;Thfe survey asked teens about 
their children and something that ' "sexual activity, birth control, drugs, 
should be adopted nationally. •• liquor, cigarettes, binge eating, 

Researchers, however, say the . depression, suicide, stealing, phys- 
r )c iwocnvfi" „„n , jcaj violence, and relationships with

family and friends.
law is "excessive” arid, will jeopar­
dize rinportant research into teen 
behavior. }; *• •
There has long been a tug of war 

over kudent surveys in schools.
Researchers agree that, schools 

are the ideal place to survey teens 
and have typically addressed the 
need for parental consent with a 
technique called “passive consent,” 
“active dissent” or “opt out."
With this technique, schools 

inform parents of an upcoming sur­
vey and ask them to tell the school 
if they don’t want their children to 
take it —  parents must “actively 
dissent” or “opt out” If the school 
doesn’t hear from the parents, it 
assumes it has their “passive con­
sent” to give the survey to their 
children.
The New Jersey law requires 

“active consent,” which means par-

■ • School officials said they notified 
parents several times about the sur­
vey but did not seek parental consent 
because the survey was voluntary.
Many Ridgewood parents were 

outraged by the survey, saying it 
introduced children to bad behaviors, 
invaded family privacy and instilled 
a politically liberal worldview.

“The questions were so political­
ly correct,” said Ridgewood mother 
Frances Edwards, noting that stu­
dents were asked to assess their 
feelings about race relations, pover­
ty and “speaking up for equality.”

Amid a lengthy battle —  which 
includes an ongoing lawsuit— New 
Jersey officials passed their law, 
which was hailed as a “great victo­
ry for parents” by Phyllis Schlafly, 
founder of the Eagle Forum.

“The school system is just 
obsessed with giving the^e nosy 
questionnaires,” Mrs. Schlafly said.
Schools shouldn’t use valuable 

classroom time c.i social surveys, 
but if they do, they should all 
require active parental consent, she 
said.
‘N o w  in New Jersey, there will be 

one state where the parents will not 
always lose,” isaid Michael 
Schwartz, vice president for gov­
ernment relations at Concerned 
Women for America, which sup­
ports parental rights in surveys.

Getting active parental consent 
for student surveys is “analogous to 
doing medical research,” Mr. 
Schwartz said. Medical research 
can only be conducted on people 
who consent to it, he said. “Why in 
the world would we think you can do 
research 011 children without their 
parents’ knowledge and consent?” 
Shepherd Smith, president of the 

Institute for Youth Development, 
which publishes a journal on teen 
behaviors, is “empathetic to both 
sides" in the issue.

“Clearly as a parent, I’m  not real 
excited about intrusive surveys in 
high school," he said. “At the same 
time, I understand that the data 
gained in these surveys is critical­
ly important to ultimately reducing 
the negative behaviors.”
Supporters of the New Jersey 

law "may have won a Pyrrhic vic­
tory,” said Lloyd D. Johnston, direc­

tor of the Monitoring the Future 
(MTF) survey.
The federally funded MTF, 

founded in 1975, goes into 400 
schools every year to ask eighth, 
10th- and 12th-graders about 
their substance abuse and other 
behaviors.
M T F  uses active dissent in 

almost all its schools, said Mr. John­
ston, who works at the Institute for 
Social Research at the University of 
Michigan.

In the few schools that require 
active consent, he said, M T F  
researcheis have found that many 
parents don’t return the consent 
form— “they didn’t open their mail 
or get around to answering it,” Mr. 
Johnston said.

As a result, as many as 30 percent 
of students are excluded from talc­
ing the M T F  survey, even though, 
based on deeper research, fewer 
than 2 percent of parents actually 
object to the survey.

The loss of so many students 
“skews the findings in a serious and 
important way," Mr. Johnston said.

“Parents, more than anyone, 
stand to benefit from our having 
this knowledge,” he said, noting that 
the M T F  helped alert the nation to 
expanding maryu ina use in the 
1970s, cocaine use in the 1980s and 
ecstasy use in the 1990s.

"So I’m  not sure the interests of 
parents are being well-served, even 
though it’s in their name that these

efforts are taken,” he said.
“I have yet to hear someone come 

up with an alternative approach to 
getting data other than asking the 
question,’’ said Sarah Brown, direc­
tor of the National Campaign to Pre­
vent Then Pregnancy.
Parental concerns about sensi­

tive surveys of young teens are rea­
sonable and should be addressed, 
perhaps with opt-out techniques, 
said Mrs. Brown. But there are 
compelling public health concerns 
that require data about teen behav­
ior that have to be addressed as 
Well, she said.
It’s difficult to ask teens ques­

tions about topics such as oral sex, 
and yet “every tirrie there’s some­
thing in the paper, we get hysterical 
calls asking isn’t it true that all the 
middle schoolers are having oral 
sex?”
“And I have to say, 'Well, I actu­

ally don’t have any information. Al! 
I have is anecdotes,’” Mrs. Brown 
said.

“I see [the New Jersey law] as 
excessive” said Michael D. Resnick, 
a pediatrics professor at the Uni­
versity of Minnesota and researcher 
with the National Longitudinal 
Study of Adolescent Health (Add 
Health).

“The vast majority of parents are 
all right [with surveys] as long as 
they are informed,” he said, citing 
hi's two decades of experience in 
researching teen behavior.

B e a r d  g a m e s  p r o v e  p o p u l a r  I n  t e r r o r ’s  w a k e ,  a m i d  r e c e s s i o n



— S ilt
A  s c h o o l  s u r v e y  o u t r a g e  i n  R i d g e w o o d ,  N J .

"m agine a  schoo l w he re  13- 
yea r-o ld  ch ild ren  a re  asked to 
re p o r t  w he the r they  have 

-m u lt ip le  sex p a rtn e rs  and to 
an sw er questions concern ing 
th e ir pa ren ts  and re la tives ' m a r i­
ta l p ractices, addictions, weight 
and diseases. C ou ld  this be the 
Soviet U n ion , perhaps? N azi G e r­
many? O r  A m eric a ’s own R idge­
wood, N ew  Je rse y  —  w he re  stu­
dents and  pa ren ts  recen tly  
ce leb ra ted  a v ic to ry  w on in a fe d ­
e ra l c ou rt, which ru led  the fam i­
lie s  cou ld  argue in fe d e ra l c ou rt 
that a fo rced  su rv ey  g lean ing  p e r­
sona l in fo rm a tion  from  students 
was unconstitutiona l.,

T he  U  S. D epa rtm en t o f  E duca­
tion  a lso  ru le d  that the schoo l d is­
tr ic t v io la ted  fe d e ra l law  by  su r­
vey ing students on sex, d rugs, and 
su icide w ithou t pa ren ta l consent. 
T h e  R idgew ood case a lso  se rved  
as a cata lyst fo r  a  new law  passed 
in  New  Je rse y  on Jan . 7 , which 
m ade it a  fe d e ra l requ irem en t fo r  
paren ts to give in fo rm ed  w ritten  
consent b e fo re  students a re  given 
su rveys o r  tests which cou ld  
revea l such  p e rson a l in fo rm a tion  
a s sexua l behavior, fam ily  incom e 
and o th e r p e rsona l fam ily  m at­
te rs , reg a rd le ss  o f  w he the r the 
test was fe d e ra lly  funded o r  not. 
W h y  does it take a new law  and a 
tw o-year law su it to convince 
schoo l b oa rd  o ffic ia ls  to respec t 
c iv il lib e rties? T he  bad new  is, it 
hasn't.

In  the fa l l o f  1999 , students 
ages 11 to 18  in the R idgew ood 
Schoo l D is tr ic t w e re  req u ire d  to 
an sw er questions abou t th e ir own 
d ru g  use, sexua l li fe  and any il le ­
g a l activ ity  they had been 
invo lved  in . The  156-qucstion  su r­
vey  asked students to  nam e how 
m any  tim es they had tr ie d  to k ill 
them se lves, m ade them se lves 
th row  up a fte r  they eat, used con ­
tracep tion  o r  b rea thed  the con-

they had been fo rced  to take the 
su rv ey  d u rin g  c lass tim e  o r  be 
counted as absent. T he  case then 
went on  to the U.S. C ou rt o f  
A ppea ls fo r  the T h ird  C ircu it, 
w here  the th ree -judge  pane l 
ru led  the d is tric t c ou rt was 
w rong , that p la in tiffs  cou ld  a rgue  
in fed e ra l c ou rt that the su rv ey  
v io la ted  rig h ts  to s ilence , substan ­
tive due p rocess, p r iv a cy  and 
from  househo ld  in tru s ion  as p ro -

from  the appea ls cou rt which ju s t  
ru le d  against them , and the case 
cannot p roceed  back to the U.S. 
D is tr ic t C ou rt fo r  the D is tr ic t o f  
Now  Je rse y  until the pane l 
decides w he th e r to g ran t the 
schoo l b o a rd ’s request.

M eanw h ile , R idgew ood stu ­
den ts w ere  fo rced  to subm it lo  
m o re  o f  the sam e type o f  nosy 
questions —  and worse. In  a d if­
fe ren t su rv ey  d isbu rsed  once

Students were asked to rate themselves on how at-risk they were 
for bad behavior. The children would then graph their positive and 
negative behaviors so that they could see in black and white how 
“at-risk” they are. A better question would be to ask how at-risk 
families are of being controlled by school board secret agents.
tents o f  an ae ro so l sp ra y  can to 
get high. Th is , w ithou t the p a r ­
en ts ’ w ritten  consent o r  kn ow l­
edge o f  the questions that w ou ld  
be asked. Judge N icho las P o litan  
o f  the U.S. D is tr ic t C o u rt fo r  the 
D is tr ic t o f  N ew  Je rse y  d ism issed 
the case in F e b ru a ry  o f  la st year, 
fa ls e ly  c la im ing  that fe d e ra l funds 
w ere not used —  in fac t, $ 5 ,000  
was g leaned from  taxpaye rs  fo r  
the su rv ey  —  and d is rega rd in g  
students ’ sw o rn  a ffidav its that

tccted b y  the F irs t , F ifth , Fou rth  
and Fbu rtcen th  Am endments.

Bu t that wasn ’t  enough fo r  the 
R idgew ood schoo l boa rd  and 
R idgew ood Schoo ls Superin ten ­
dent F re d e r ic k  Stoldey, w ho s till 
m ain ta in  that the su rv ey  was v o l­
un ta ry , even though e v e ry  student 
in  g rades seven th rough 12  o f  the 
a ffec ted  schoo ls was m ade to take 
it, even i f  they had been absent. 
T hey have ca lico  io r  a reh ea ring  
by  the sam e th ree -judge pane l

again  d u rin g  gym  c lass w ithout 
p a ren ts ’ p e rm iss ion  to G eorge  
W ash ing ton M idd le  Schoo l la st 
y ea r, students w e re  asked to rate  
them se lves on how  a t-risk  they  
w e re  fo r  bad  behavior. Students 
had  to put th e ir nam es on the su r­
vey, titled  “ H ow  am  I,”  and were 
g iven  a g rade  fo r  it. A few o f  the 
su rv e y  questions g iven to seventh 
g rad e rs :

•  “A re  y ou  engaging in r is k y  
sexua l behav io r (m u lt ip le  p a r t ­

ne rs , no p ro tec tion  from  ST D s  o r  
unwanted p regnancy , etc )?”

« “A re  th e re  guns in  y ou r hom e 
o r  the hom es o f  y o u r fr iend s? ”

® “ H as y o u r  li fe  changed s ig n if­
ic an t ly  in  the  past y e a r  (e.g. 
th rough  illn ess , y o u r p a ren ts ’ 
d ivo rce , a death  in the fam ily , 
financ ia l p rob lem s , a m ove to 
an o th e r c ity )? ”

I f  the c h ild  m ade  it th rou gh  
question s on  how  m an y  tim es he 
b ru sh e d  h is  teeth , take s  i l le g a l 
d ru g s  and  d r iv e s  d ru n k , he  then 
gets to  d ivu lg e  the p r iv a te  li fe  o f  
m om m y  and  daddy : “ D o  you  
have a  p a re n t , g ra n d p a ren t , 
b ro th e r , s is te r , aun t, o r  u n c le  
who . . .  D e v e lo p e d  b re a s t can - •. 
c e r ? . . .  Is  an  a lc oh o lic ?  Is  s ig n if­
ic a n t ly  ove rw e igh t?  D e v e lo p e d  
c o lo n  c an c e r? ”

T h e  ch ild  m ust then g raph  his 
positive and negative behav io rs  so 
that h e  can see  in  b la ck  and white 
how  “ a t- r is k ”  he is. A  b e tte r ques­
tion w ou ld  be  to  ask how  a t-r isk  
fam ilie s  a re  o f  be ing c on tro lled  by 
schoo l boa rd  sec re t agents. T he  
D epa rtm en t o fE d u c a t io n  ru lin g  
c a r r ie d  w ith it no  pena lties fo r  the 
schoo l d is tric t. P e rh ap s  that cou ld  
be am ended to  fo rce  d ie  R id g e ­
wood B oa rd  o fE d u c a t io n  to take 
the sam e su rv ey s  it gave to the 
ch ild ren , and le t  the fam ilie s  o f  
R idgew ood do the g rad ing .

Sarah Means is an editorial 
writer for The Washington Times.
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New Jersey Permanent Statutes 

TITLE 18A EDUCATION

!8A:36-34. School surveys, certain, parental consent required before administration
I . a. Unless a school district receives prior written informed consent from a student's parent or 

legal guardian and provides for a copy o f the document to be available for viewing at convenient 
locations and time periods, the school district shall not administer to a student any academic or 
nonacademic survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation which reveals information concerning:

(1) political affiliations;

(2) mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or the student's
family;

(3) sexual behavior and attitudes;

(4) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior;

(5) critical appraisals o f  other individuals with whom a respondent has a close family 
relationship;

(6) legally recogni/.ed privileged or analogous relationships, such as those o f  lawyers, 
physicians, and ministers;

(7) income, other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a
program or for receiving financial assistance under a program; or

(8) social security number.

b. The school district shall request prior written informed consent at least two weeks prior to the 
administration o f  the survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation.

c. A student shall not participate in any survey, assessment, analysis or evaluation that concerns 
the issues listed in subsection a. o f this section unless the school district has obtained prior written 
informed consent from that student's parent or guardian.

d. A school district that violates the provisions o f  this act shall be subject to such monetary 
penalties as determined by the commissioner.

L.2001,c.364.

'l/S/?.nn7. P \1
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H B  7 0  -  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  S U R V E Y S  

N u m b e r  0 2 7 7

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  n e x t  o r d e r  t o  b u s i n e s s  a s  H o u s e  
B i l l  N o .  7 0 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  o r  s u r v e y s  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  h a n d e d  o v e r  t h e  g a v e l  t o  C o - C h a i r m a n  C o g h i l l .

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  c a l l e d  o n  C o - C h a i r m a n  D y s o n  t o  t e s t i f y  a s  
s p o n s o r  o f  H B  7 0 .

N u m b e r  0 3 4 2

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  q u o r u m  y e t ,  b u t  t h e y  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t e s t i m o n y .  H e  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  n o t  v o t e  o n  
H B  7 0  t o d a y  s i n c e  t h e y  j u s t  g o t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C S  i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  
h o u r s .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  w e n t  o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  t h e r e  
w a s  s o m e  c o n t r o v e r s y  w h e t h e r  t h e  Y o u t h  R i s k  B e h a v i o r  S u r v e y  ( Y R B S )  
c o u l d  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  w i t h o u t  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n .  I n  A S  
1 4 . 0 3 . 1 1 0  i t  s a y s  . . .  w h e t h e r  a n o n y m o u s  o r  n o t ,  t h a t  i n q u i r e s  

g r a b  i n t o  p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  . . . "  a n d  h i s  f i r s t
t h o u g h t  w a s  t o  i n s e r t  " a  p r i v a t e  f a m i l y  o r  p e r s o n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  
s t u d e n t "  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a "  p e r m i s s i o n  
w a s  r e q u i r e d .  I n  s u b s e q u e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e r .  ( D H S S )  , t h e y  m a d e  a  c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  
c a s e  t h a t  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  o f  d o i n g  t h a t  w e r e  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  s a i d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  : : w o  m o n t h s  h e  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  
o n  a  w a y  t h a t  h i s  c o n c e r n s  a n d  p a r e n t s '  c o n c e r n s  f o r  p a r e n t a l  
c o n s e n t  a n d  c o n t r o l  c o u l d  b e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  a  l o g i s t i c s  
n i g h t m a r e  f o r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  C S  i s  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d  
t h a n  h e  w a n t e d ,  b u t  i t  i s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e .  I t  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  a  
p r o p o s a l  i n  U t a h  a n d  a l l o w s  f o r  a  o n c e - p e r - y e a r  b l a n k e t  a p p r o v a l  b y  
t h e  p a r e n t  f o r  s u r v e y s ,  a n d  i t  s e t s  d o w n  s o m e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  d o i n g  
i t .  H e  i n t e n d s  t o  m a k e  t h i s  e a s y  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  A t  
e n r o l l m e n t ,  t h e  p a r e n t  c a n  s i g n  a n o t h e r  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  o r  c h e c k  a  
b o x  o n  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  f o r m ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  k n o w s  t h e y  
h a v e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  d o  t h e  s u r v e y s .

N u m b e r  0 6 0 4

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  i t  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  p a r e n t s  w i l l  
g e t  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  i n  c a s e  
t h e y  c h a n g e  t h e i r  m i n d  t o  o p t  o u t .  E v e n  t h e  o n c e  a  y e a r  b l a n k e t  
p e r m i s s i o n  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  
t h e  Y R B S  i s  v a l u a b l e .  T h e r e  a r e  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  g r a n t s  t h a t  a r e  
j e o p a r d i z e d ,  i f  n o t  e l i m i n a t e d ,  i f  t h e  D H S S  i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  g e t  t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  H e  w i l l  m a k e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  Y R B S  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b e f o r e  t h e y  v o t e .

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  a s k e d  h o w  d i f f e r e n t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C S  i s  f r o m  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n .

1 of 8 4/8/2002 3:38 PM
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C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  i t  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  m o r e  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e .  H e  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  a  s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  a v a i l a b l e .
H e  c a l l e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s .  O n  p a g e  2 ,  
l i n e  3 0 ,  s u b s e c t i o n  ( e )  i s  w h e r e  i t  t a l k s  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  b l a n k e t  
p e r m i s s i o n ;  p a g e  3 ,  l i n e  3 ,  s u b s e c t i o n  ( e )  ( 2 )  p r o v i d e s  f o r  p a r e n t s
t o  c h a n g e  t h e i r  m i n d  a f t e r  t h e y  h a v e  g i v e n  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t .

N u m b e r  0 9 2 0

J O H N  M I D D A U G F  M D ,  C h i e f ,  E p i d e m i o l o g y  S e c t i o n ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  
H e a l t h ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  ( D H S S ) , c a m e  
f o r w a r d  t o  t e s t i f y .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  s h a r e  m a n y  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  f o r  e v e r y o n e .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  t h e  Y R B S  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  D i s e a s e  
P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  7 1  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  
d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  1 9  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  Y R B S  c o l l e c t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m i d d l e  
s c h o o l  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  b e h a v i o r s  t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  
m a j o r  c a u s e s  o f  d i s a b i l i t y ,  i n  u r y  a n d  d i s e a s e  f o r  t h e i r  a g e  g r o u p  
a n d  l a t e r  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T h e  s c h o o l - b a s e d  s u r v e y  u s e s  a  
s y s t e m a t i c ,  n a t i o n a l l y  c o m p a r a b l e  m e t h o d o l o g y .  I t  i s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  
a l l  t h e  s t a t e s  a n d  i n  m a n y  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ;  s o  A l a s k a  c o u l d  g e t  
d a t a  a n d  c o m p a r e  i t s e l f  t o  o t h e r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  s t a t e s .  T h e  
D H S S  w a s  a b l e  t o  c o n d u c t  t h i s  i n  1 9 9 5 ,  d i d  s o  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  
a n d  g o t  v a l i d  s t a t e w i d e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  g a v e  t h e m  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  t h e  b e h a v i o r s  o f  t h a t  a g e  g r o u p .

N u m b e r  1 0 1 2

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s t a t e d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  a l l o w e d  t h e  D H S S  t o  c r a f t  
p r o g r a m s  t o  t r y  t o  a s s i s t  a n d  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  d o i n g  t h i n g s  
r i g h t ;  i t  t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  d o i n g  t h i n g s  
r i g h t ,  a n d  t a r g e t  p r o g r a m s  t o  s t u d e n t s  w h o  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
a s s i s t a n c e .  G i v e n  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y  i n  1 9 9 5 ,  t h e  D H S S  
a n t i c i p a t e d  l i t t l e  c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  s i m i l a r  s u p p o r t  a n d  s u c c e s s  i n  
1 9 9 9 .  T o  t h e i r  s u r p r i s e ,  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d  a  l o t  o f  q u e s t i o n s .
T h e r e  w a s  a  l o t  o f  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n .  Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  r a i s e d  o n  
d i f f e r e n t  l e g a l  o p i n i o n s ,  a b o u t  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  f a m i l y  a f f a i r ,  
a n d  a b o u t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  l a w s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a  
g r e a t  a m o u n t  o f  i n c o r r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  Y R B S  a s  
w a n t i n g  t o  b e  d o n e  w i t h o u t  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Y R B S  a l w a y s  h a s  b e e n  a n d  a l w a y s  w o u l d  
b e  d o n e  w i t h  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n .  T h e  Y R B S  i s  v o l u n t a r y , n o t  
m a n d a t o r y . I t  i s  d o n e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a  
l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  U n d e r  c u r r e n t  p r o c e d u r e s ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  
h a v e  a n  o p t i o n ,  i f  t h e y  c h o o s e ,  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  w i t h  
p a s s i v e  p e r m i s s i o n .  I f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i s h e d  t o  g e t  a c t i v e  w r i t t e n  
p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  t h e y  c l e a r l y  c a n  d o  s o .  T h e  w h o l e  a p p r o a c h  
h a s  b e e n  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  t o  h e l p  g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  u s e  i n  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  a n d  s c h o o l s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  P a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n  i s  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a n  i m p l i e d  c o n s e n t :  t h e  s c h o o l s
n o t i f y  t h e  p a r e n t s  i n  w r i t i n g ,  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  a n d / o r  o f f e r  t h e  
c o m p l e t e  s u r v e y  f o r  p a r e n t ' s  r e v i e w .  A n y  p a r e n t  o r  c h i l d  c a n  t h e n  
o p t  o u t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  b y  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  s c h o o l .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  t o l d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h e  p r o b l e m  t h e  D H S S  h a s  w i t h  
a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  n o t i c e s  s e n t  h o m e  t o  g e t  
p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  a r e  n o t  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  N u m e r o u s  
a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  d o n e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  w i t h  p a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n .  T h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e y  f a c e  i n  c c .  l u c t i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  
w i t h  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  i s  t h r e e f o l d .  T h e  f i r s t  o n e  i s  a  
s e l e c t i o n  b i a s  b e c a u s e  m a n y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o s e  b e h a v i o r s  t h e y  
a r e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  a r e  j u s t  t h e  o n e s  w h o  d o n ' t
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b r i n g  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  s l i p s  b a c k .  I t  i s n ’ t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  c a s e  o f  
t h e  p a r e n t  o b j e c t i n g  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  i t  i s  a  
l o g i s t i c  b a r r i e r  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  s l i p s  b a c k .  T h e  s e c o n d  o n e  
r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  d o i n g  i t .  T h e  t h i r d  o n e  r e l a t e s  t o  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y .  T h e  w a y  t h e  Y R B S  i s  d o n e  w i t h  p a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  s a m p l e  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i s  o n l y  a  
s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  
s t u d e n t s  a r e  n o t  i n d i v i d u a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t  t h e  c l a s s r o o m s  a r e .
T h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o m e s  i n  a n  e n v e l o p e  w i t h  n o  n a m e  o n  i t ;  t h e  
s u r v e y  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  s o  t h e  s u r v e y  p e o p l e  n e v e r  
k n o w  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  n a m e s .  U p  u n t i l  a c t u a l l y  e x e c u t i n g  t h e  s u r v e y ,  
a  p a r e n t  o r  c h i l d  c a n  e l e c t  n o t  t o  d o  i t ,  a n d  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t o  a n s w e r  c a n  b e  s k i p p e d .  W h e n  t h e  s u r v e y  i s  
c o m p l e t e d ,  i t  i s  p u t  b a c k  i n  t h e  e n v e l o p e  a n d  t u r n e d  i n .  N o  n a m e s  
a r e  o n  t h e  s u r v e y s ,  n o  l i s t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i s  
a v a i l a b l e ;  s o  t h e  s u r v e y  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  a n o n y m o u s .
A n s w e r s  c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  l i n k e d  b a c k  t o  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  w i t h  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  a  l i s t  
o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  p e r m i s s i o n  h a s  t o  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  s o m e b o d y ,  
a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  i t  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  s o u r c e  o f  b r e a c h  o f  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  l a t e r .  E v e r y  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  
l a b e l e d  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  n a m e ,  a n d  r e c o r d s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  k e p t  
t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  w e r e  t h e  o n e s  w h o  
p a r t i c i p a t e d .  T h e s e  t h r e e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  w h y  i t  c a u s e s  a  g r e a t  
b a r r i e r  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e s e  s u r v e y s .  I f  t h e  p a r e n t s  w i s h  t o  u n d e r t a k e  
a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  t h e y  c a n  d o  s o  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  
p r o c e d u r e s .  T h e  D H S S  w o u l d  h o p e  t o  g e t  s u p p o r t  t o  c r a f t  a  s o l u t i o n  
t h a t  w o u l d  i n d e e d  a l l o w  t h e s e  f u t u r e  s u r v e y s  d o n e  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  a u t o n o m y  t o  
m a k e  t h o s e  d e c i s i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  D H S S  t o  e f f i c i e n t l y  
c o l l e c t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  p o i n t e d  o u t  o n e  c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C S  i s  t h e  
b u r d e n  o n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  g e t  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  m a i n t a i n  
t h e  l i s t  o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e n  r e - n o t i f y  t h e  p a r e n t s  
b e f o r e  t h e  s u r v e y  i s  g i v e n  i n  c a s e  t h e y  w a n t  t o  o p t  o u t .  T h e  
p u r p o s e  i s  t o  g e t  v a l i d ,  " g e n e r a l i z a b l e "  d a t a ,  a n d  p r o t e c t  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y .  T h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  w h o  n e e d  h e l p ;  h e l p  e v a l u a t e  t h e  p r o g r a m s ;  p r o v i d e  a n  
a d v a n t a g e  t o  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  f u n d s  t o  
h a v e  t h e  s o l i d  d a t a  t o  h e l p  t h e m  l e v e r a g e  r e s o u r c e s .

N u m b e r  1 4 3 3

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s t a t e d  t h e  D H S S  i s  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  Y R B S  s u r v e y s  i n  
A l a s k a  i n  1 9 9 9 .  B e c a u s e  A n c h o r a g e  e l e c t e d  n o t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  t h e y  
w i l l  n o t  h a v e  a  " g e n e r a l i z a b l e "  s t a t e w i d e  r e s u l t  t o  c o m p a r e  t o  
1 9 9 5 .  T h e y  w i l l  h a v e  r e s u l t s  f o r  2 8  d i s t r i c t s ,  w h o  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  i n v o l v i n g  o v e r  1 , 3 0 0  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  a b o u t  2 5 , 0 0 0  
s u r v e y s .  T w o  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  e l e c t e d  t o  u s e  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n ;  a l l  t h e  r e s t  a r e  u s i n g  p a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  a n d  
a r e  d o i n g  s o  s u c c e s s f u l l y .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  h o p e s  t h e y  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t h e  d i a l o g  t o  r e a c h  a  w i n - w i n  
s i t u a t i o n  b e c a u s e  h e  b e l i e v e s  t h e y  s h a r e  m a n y  o f  t h e  g o a l s .  T h e  
D H S S  w a n t s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  s u r v e y ,  
m i n i m i z e  t h e  c o s t s  a n d  b u r d e n s  o n  t h e  s c h o o l s  d i s t r i c t s ,  w h i l e  
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  n o t i f y  p a r e n t s  t o  g i v e  t h e m  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o p t  o u t ,  a n d  t h e n  a b s o l u t e l y  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  a n d  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e  d a t a .

N u m b e r  1 4 9 0

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  h o w  m u c h  m o n e y  i s  r i d i n g  o n  t h i s .
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D R .  M I D D A U G H  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  
b e c a u s e  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  D H S S  i s  t o  u s e  t h e  d a t a  r e l a t e d  t o  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  p r o g r a m  w a s  
a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e  Y R B S  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  n e w  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  o f  $ 3  
m i l l i o n  w h i c h  w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  d r u g  a n d  
a l c o h o l  p r e v e n t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  H e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  b e t t e r  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  f u n d i n g  s t r e a m s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
d i s t r i c t s .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  $ 3  m i l l i o n  f u n d i n g  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  
Y R B S  b e  d o n e  o r  j u s t  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  g a t h e r e d .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  n o ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  m o n e y  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u i r e s  
t h e  s u r v e y .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  i f  t h e  d a t a  g a t h e r e d  w a s  u s e d  t o  
d e m o n s t r a t e  w h a t  a  p o w e r f u l  n e e d  e x i s t s  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e r e b y  
s e c u r e  s o m e  f u n d i n g .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  a n s w e r e d  y e s .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  D r .  M i d d a u g h  t o  a d d r e s s  h o w  t h e  o n c e  a  y e a r  
b l a n k e t  p e r m i s s i o n  a t  e n r o l l m e n t  w o u l d  b e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  b u r d e n  o n  
t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .

N u m b e r  1 6 2 6

D R .  M I D D A U G H  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  s t a f f  t i m e  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  
p e r m i s s i o n  s l i p s  w h e n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e n ' t  b r o u g h t  t h e m  b a c k  t o  
s c h o o l .  I t  w a s n ' t  b e c a u s e  t h e  p a r e n t s  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  t h e  p a r e n t s  w e r e  o u t  o f  t o w n  o r  t h e  s l i p  
g o t  l o s t .  T h e  D H S S  d i d  n o t  u s e  t h e  s i m p l e  m e c h a n i s m  o f  h a n d i n g  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h e  c h i l d  t o  t a k e  h o m e  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  p a s s i v e  
p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  e x e r c i s e .  T h e r e  w a s  a  l e t t e r  t o  e v e r y  p a r e n t  
o r  g u a r d i a n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  l o c a l  p u b l i c i t y ,
P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e e t i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  t o  g e t  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  I n  t a l k i n g  t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c o l l e a g u e s ,  t h e  D H S S  
f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  o f  g e t t i n g  a  b l a n k e t  p e r m i s s i o n  a t  a  
t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  a c t u a l  s u r v e y  w o u l d  b e  g i v e n ,  t h e n  t o  e n t e r  t h e  
d a t a ,  a n d  u s e  i t  l a t e r  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  c u m b e r s o m e .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  w h y  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  
e n r o l l m e n t  f o r m  t o  i n c l u d e  a n o t h e r  p a g e  t o  s i g n  o r  c h e c k  o f f  a  b o x  
w h e n  t h e y  a r e  a l r e a d y  m a i n t a i n i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e c o r d s .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  i t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  s c h o o l s  t o  s e t  u p  a  n e w  
m e c h a n i s m  t o  c o l l e c t  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h o s e  p e r m i s s i o n  r e c o r d s  w h i c h  
t h e y  c u r r e n t l y  a r e n ' t  d o i n g .  W i t h  t h e  t u r n o v e r  i n  s c h o o l  
e n r o l l m e n t ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a c t u a l l y  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y ,  t h e y  
w o u l d  h a v e  t o  g o  b a c k  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f y  e v e r y  s i n g l e  c h i l d  
b y  n a m e  w h o  t h e n  d i d  o r  d i d n ' t  h a v e  p e r m i s s i o n .  T h e  l o g i s t i c s ,  t h e  
c o s t s  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f  p u l l i n g  t h e  s a m p l e s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  a d d  
a  t r e m e n d o u s  b u r d e n  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  
c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  s u r v e y .  H e  w o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n s  o f  
n o t i f y i n g  p a r e n t s  a n d  g i v i n g  t h e m  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  o p t  o u t  e x i s t s  
t o d a y ,  i s  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  w o u l d  m e e t  t h e  n e e d  o f  a l m o s t  e v e r y  p e r s o n  
i n  t h e  s t a t e .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  m o s t  s c h o o l s  a r e  a u t o m a t i n g  t h e i r  
r e c o r d s ,  a n d  h e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  
s o r t e d  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s u g g e s t e d  f r o m  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  
t h a t  i t  i s n ' t  a s  e a s y  a s  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  o r  a p p e a r .
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N u m b e r  1 8 1 5

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  i f  D r .  M i d d a u g h  t h o u g h t  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  
e n o u g h  p a r e n t s  t o  g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  s u r v e y  o n  a n  a c t i v e  
b a s i s .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  t h e  m e c h a n i s m s  t o  g e t  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  
a r e  m u c h  m o r e  c u m b e r s o m e .  I n  1 9 9 5 ,  J u n e a u  u s e d  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n ,  a n d  t h i s  y e a r  S i t k a  u s e d  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  
a n d  b o t h  h a d  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  e x t r a  
c o s t s  a n d  b u r d e n s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  c l e r i c a l  t i m e  i t  
t o o k .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  s u r v e y  t o  b e  v a l i d ,  t h e r e  h a s  t o  b e  a  
c e r t a i n  r e s p o n s e  r a t e ;  i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  r e s p o n s e  r a t e ,  t h e n  
t h e y  c a n ' t  g e n e r a l i z e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s u r v e y .  H e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  t o  g e t  s p e c i f i c  t e s t i m o n y  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  
J u n e a u  a n d  S i t k a  t o  r e l a t e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s p e a k  
q u i t e  p o w e r f u l l y  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  d o i n g  t h i s .

N u m b e r  1 9 0 7

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  a s k e d  w h y  A n c h o r a g e  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  
s u r v e y .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  a  p o t e n t i a l  
l a w s u i t  o v e r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a w  i f  t h e y  w e r e  t o  
u n d e r t a k e  i t  w i t h  p a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n .  T h e  s e c o n d  i s s u e  i s  
t h e y  f e l t  t h e  c o s t s  a n d  b u r d e n  o n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  w e r e  t o o  g r e a t  t o  
u n d e r t a k e  i t  w i t h  a c t i v e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  u n d e r  t h e  t i m e  f r a m e .  
T h e y  d i d  s u g g e s t  t h e y  w o u l d  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  s u r v e y  i f  D H S S  w o u l d  p a y  
f o r  a l l  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  o f  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r t a k e  i t  w i t h  a c t i v e  
p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  b u t  t h e  D H S S  h a d  n o  f u n d s  t o  d o  t h a t . "

N u m b e r  1 9 5 3

E L M E R  L I N D S T R O M ,  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  c a m e  f o r w a r d  t o  t e s t i f y .  
B a s e d  u p o n  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  r a i s e d  
o v e r  a  p o t e n t i a l  l a w s u i t ,  h e  s a i d ,  " W i t h  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n  w e  d i d  
h a v e  a  p o t e n t i a l  a m e n d m e n t  d r a f t e d  r e f e r e n c e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  
t h a t  I  t h i n k  v e r y  n a r r o w l y  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  c o n c e r n  t h a t  w a s  r a i s e d  b y  
A n c h o r a g e ,  m a k i n g  i t  a b u n d a n t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  p a s s i v e  p a r e n t a l  
p e r m i s s i o n  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  f o r  a n o n y m o u s  s u r v e y s  t h a t  a r e  c o n d u c t e d ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  m i g h t  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  o r  p e r s o n a l  m a t t e r s  
o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  o r  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  f a m i l y .  B u t  a g a i n ,  m a k i n g  i t  c l e a r  
i t  w a s  o n l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a n o n y m o u s  s u r v e y s  w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  a b i l i t y  
t o  i d e n t i f y  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  w h o  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o r  t h e  
r e s u l t s  f o r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s . ”

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  s a i d  o n e  o f  h i s  c o n c e r n s  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a  
p a r e n t  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  v e r y  i s s u e  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d  t a k i n g  e v e n  a n  
a n o n y m o u s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t h a t  u n d u l y  d e f i l e s  t h e m .  T h e y  m a y  n o t  
w a n t  t h e m  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h a t  m e n t a l  e x e r c i s e .  H e  s a i d  h e  b e l i e v e s  
p a r e n t a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  h i g h  i s s u e .  H e  e n t e r t a i n e d  
t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  u n d e r  a d v i s e m e n t  s i n c e  t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  a  q u o r u m .

N u m b e r  2 0 4 2

M R .  L I N D S T R O M  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  t o b a c c o  t a x  d i s c u s s i o n  a  f e w  y e a r s  
a g o  a n d  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i s  o b l i g a t e d  o v e r  t i m e  t o  s h o w  
t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  t o b a c c o  t a x  w a s  h a v i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  t h e y  
p r o m i s e d  i t  w o u l d :  i t  w o u l d  r e d u c e  y o u t h ' s  u s e  o f  t o b a c c o .  T h e
Y R B S  i s  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  t o  g a t h e r  t h e  d a t a  t o  p r o v e  t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  w h e t h e r  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  w o r k i n g .  " F o r  y o u t h  i s s u e s  
t h e  Y R B S  r j a l l y  i s  t h e  g o l d  s t a n d a r d .  I t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w e  h a n g  o u r
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h a t  o n  e v e r y d a y  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  i t  i s  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .
H e  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  i f  p a r e n t s  d i d  a  s i m i l a r  s u r v e y .

N u m b e r  2 1 5 0

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a n  a d u l t  s u r v e y ,  a n d  h e  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  
s e e  i t  g i v e n  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  f i n d  f u n d i n g .  " W e  a r e  i d e n t i c a l l y  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  a n d  a n o n y m i t y .  T h i s  m e c h a n i s m  
a s s u r e s  t h a t .  I t  a b s o l u t e l y  a s s u r e s  t h a t  n o  a n s w e r  c a n  b e  
i d e n t i f i a b l e  t o  a  p e r s o n .  T h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  d a t a  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  
■ g e n e r a l i z a b l e . '  T h a t ' s  w h y  w e  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a  m a j o r  t h i n g  t h a t  w e  

h o p e  w e  c a n  c o n v i n c e  y o u  o f  o u r  c a s e  t o  a s s u r e  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  d o  
i t .  W e  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  h a p p y  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  e x p l o r e  w a y s  t o  s e e  i f  w e  c a n  s o r t  o u t  t h i s  
c o n u n d r u m  r i g h t  n o w . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  d o  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
a c t u a l  q u e s t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s u r v e y .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  t h e  p a r e n t s  p a y i n g
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  a n d  t h e n  a s k i n g  f o r  a  c o p y  o f  t h e
q u e s t i o n s .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  e x p l a i n e d  i f  p a r e n t s  a s k  f o r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e y  w i l l  
b e  m a i l e d  t o  t h e m ;  t h e y  a r e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d
d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t ,  a  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  i s  h e l d  w h e r e
p a r e n t s  c a n  c o m e  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u r v e y  a n d  a l l  t h e  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  
i t  w i t h  s o m e o n e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  t h e  D H S S  h a s  h a d  a  l o t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
s u r v e y  a n d  w a s  c a u g h t  b l i n d  s i d e d .  I n  1 9 9 5  t h i n g s  w e r e  e f f e c t i v e  
a n d  s m o o t h ,  t h e  D H S S  t h o u g h t  t h e y  h a d  g a i n e d  w i d e  s u p p o r t  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  t h e  s u r v e y .  T h e y  h o p e  b y  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  d o  t h e  
s u r v e y ,  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  b e  s u p p o r t e d ;  a n d  t h a t  i t  d o e s  
h a v e  i n t e g r i t y  i n  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  m e c h a n i s m .  T h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  i s  
t o  d o  i t  e v e r y  t w o  y e a r s  t o  h a v e  g o o d  m o n i t o r i n g  d a t a  t o  t e l l  
w h e t h e r  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  w o r k i n g .

N u m b e r  2 2 5 3

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  q u i t e  o f t e n  w i l l  n o t  
a n s w e r  v e r y  p r o b i n g  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  o n e s  o n  t h e  
s u r v e y .  H e  b e l i e v e s  i f  p a r e n t s  w e r e  g i v e n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  m a n y  
w o u l d  r e s i s t  p r o b i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  e v e n  u n d e r  a n o n y m o u s  c o n d i t i o n s .
" I n  a  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e n e s s  o f  g i v i n g  
a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a t  s c h o o l  a l m o s t  g o e s  u n q u e s t i o n e d  b y  m a n y  s t u d e n t s  
j u s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I  t h i n k
t h a t  t h e  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  t h a t  a n y b o d y  w o u l d
a g r e e  w i t h ,  t h a t  p a r e n t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t ,  i s  w o r t h  t h e  
e f f o r t .  A s  I  r e a d  t h i s ,  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  b e  l o o k i n g  f o r  n o t  o n l y  t h e
c o s t  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  b u t  h o w  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h a t  e f f o r t . "

T A P E  9 9 - 3 0 ,  S I D E  B

N u m b e r  2 3 3 6

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  s u m m a r i z e d  w h e r e  h e  b e l i e v e s  t h e y  a r e .  T h e y  
a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  v a l u a b l e  a n d  u s e f u l  f o r  g e t t i n g  
g r a n t s ,  a n d  t h e y  a g r e e  t h e y  w a n t  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  l o o p .  T h e  
d i s a g r e e m e n t  s e e m s  t o  b e  w h e t h e r  t h e  p a r e n t a l  p e r m i s s i o n  w i l l  b e  
a c t i v e  o r  p a s s i v e .  H e  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  D r .  M i d d a u g h ' s  p o s i t i o n  i s  
t h a t  a c t i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  i s  l o g i s t i c a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  e n o u g h  t o  c a l l  
i n t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d o  t h e  j o b  a n d  g e t  t h e  s u r v e y .

6  o f  8 4 /8 /2 0 0 2  3 :3 8  PM

http://www.legis.statc.ak.us/basis/gct_s...06&begJinc=0179&cndJinc=U668&lime=l540


Mouse HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES Minute 21 Lcgi.s!atliUp:/Avww.lcgis.slale.uk.us/basis/get_s...06&begJinc=0179&ciidJine=0668&tiinc=1540

7 o f  8

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  s a i d ,  " Y o u  d i d n ' t  s a y ,  b u t  w e r e  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  
i n f e r r i n g  t h e r e  m i g h t  n o t  b e  e n o u g h  p a r e n t s  w h o  w o u l d  a c t i v e l y  
a g r e e  i f  i t  w a s  r e a l l y  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e i r  p e r m i s s i o n .  Y o u  d i d n ' t  
s a y  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a  h i g h  e n o u g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
p a r e n t s  t h a t  w o u l d  a g r e e . . . y o u  h a v e  n o  p r o b l e m  w i t h  a c t i v e  
p e r m i s s i o n  i f  w e  c a n  f i n d  a  g o o d  w a y  t o  d o  i t  t h a t  w a s n ' t  
l o g i s t i c a l l y  i m p r a c t i c a l l y  o v e r w h e l m i n g ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  w a y s  t h a t  
w e ' v e  c o m e  u p  w i t h  o f  g e t t i n g  a c t i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  a r e  t o o  c u m b e r s o m e ,  
y o u ' r e  w a n t i n g  t o  g o  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  k i n d  o f  a  p a s s i v e  p r o g r a m ,  w i t h  
a l l  t h e  w a y s  o f  n o t i f y i n g . "  H e  a s k e d  i f  t h a t  a c c u r a t e l y  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  D r .  M i d d a u g h ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e .

N u m b e r  2 2 7 1

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d  t h a t  w a s  a  v e r y  c l o s e  s u m m a r y .  H i s  a d d i t i o n a l  
c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  b i a s  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  a n d  t h e  c o s t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
m e c h a n i s m s  o f  a c t i v e  a n d  p a s s i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  b a s e d  o n  n a t i o n a l  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  p u b l i s h e d  d a t a  i n  A l a s k a ' s  e x p e r i e n c e .  " P e r h a p s  w e  
c o u l d  e x p l o r e  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  h e r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  I  
d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  e n o u g h  p a r e n t s  d o n ' t  w a n t  t h e i r  
k i d s  d o i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  i s s u e .  T h a t ' s  n o t  b e e n  o u r  
e x p e r i e n c e .  I  a b s o l u t e l y  d o  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p a r e n t s  w h o  
a b s o l u t e l y  d o  n o t  w a n t  t h e i r  k i d s  t o  d o  t h e  s u r v e y .  I  t h i n k  t h e  
g o a l s ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  w e ' v e  m e t  t h e  g o a l ,  i s  t o  g i v e  a  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  
t h e m  t o  h a v e  t h a t  r i g h t  p r o t e c t e d  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .  I  
w o u l d  l i k e  a  c h a n c e  t o  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  y o u  t o  
h e a r  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
t r y i n g  t o  d o  t h e  a c t i v e  p e r m i s s i o n .  I  a l s o  w a n t  t o  m a k e  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  t h e s e  r e m a r k s  a r e  o n l y  d i r e c t e d  f o r  a  s u r v e y  t h a t  i s  
c o m p l e t e l y  a n o n y m o u s  a n d  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  W h e n  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  
e l s e  t h e n  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  b a l l p a r k . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  D r .  M i d d a u g h  i f  h e  j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  g e t t i n g  
t h e  a c t i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  w o u l d  t a k e  e n o u g h  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  o u t  
o f  i t  t o  b i a s  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  g i v e  t h e m  a n  a c c u r a t e  
e n o u g h  d a t a  b a s e .

N u m b r t  2 2 0 8

D R .  M I D D A U G H  r e p l i e d  i t  i s  a  c o n c e r n .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  c o m m e n t e d ,  " I  t h i n k  y o u  j u s t  m a d e  m y  c a s e . "

D R .  M I D D A U G H  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  " w h y  d o  t h e y  
n o t  g e t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  i n "  i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o r  t h e  
p a r e n t s  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ;  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  d o  n o t  
g e t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  s l i p s  r e t u r n e d .  W h e n  g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h e y  
d o  t a k e  t h e  s u r v e y ,  a n d  t h e y  d o  a n s w e r  i t .  T h e r e ' s  a  g r e a t  a m o u n t  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h a t .

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  c o m m e n t e d  i t  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  t o  h i m  t h a t  i s  
a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  w h o  a r e  d o i n g  t h e  e n r o l l i n g .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  c o n t i n u e d  s a y i n g ,  " T h o s e  d a t a  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a s  w e l l  
a b o u t  t h e  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  t o  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  a g a i n  I  t h i n k  a c t u a l l y ,  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  h e r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d  i n  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  
t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  c a n  h e l p  a n s w e r  t h a t  e x a c t  i s s u e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  
g e t t i n g  a t  a b o u t  w h y  i s  i t  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  d o n ' t  d o  i t .  T h e  o n e s  
t h a t  d o n ' t  d o  i t ,  a r t i c u l a t e  t h a t  a n d  c l e a r l y  d o n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  
T h e r e ' s  a  g r o u p  t h a t  j u s t  d o n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  I t ' s  n o t  t h a t  t h e y  
o b j e c t  t o  d o i n g  i t ,  a n d  g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e  a n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  v a l u a b l e .
I t ' s  j u s t  a b o u t  a  s e l e c t i o n  b i a s .  I t ' s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a l w a y s  
g e t  t o  t h e  n o n - r e s p o n d e r s  i n  a  s u r v e y .  T h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e
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o f t e n  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  w h o  r e s p o n d .  T h o s e  a r e  o f t e n  
e x a c t l y  t h e  k i d s  w e ' r e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t .  I  t h i n k  
w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  a  l o t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  b a c k  t h a t  u p  i n  t e r m s  o f  
e x p e r i e n c e . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a s k e d  i f  D r .  M i d d a u g h  w a s  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  p a r e n t  
w h o ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  e n r o l l m e n t  d o e s n ' t  g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n ,  i s  t h e  v e r y  
o n e  t h e y  w a n t  t o  g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m .

N u m b e r  2 1 1 1

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d ,  " N o  i t  i s n ' t .  I  w a s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  s p e c i f i c  
a c t i v e  w r i t t e n  p a r e n t  p e r m i s s i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y .  W e  
h a v e  n o  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  ' w h a t  w o u l d  
p a r e n t s  b e h a v i o r  b e  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a  s c h o o l  y e a r  t o  g i v e  a  b l a n k e t  
p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  a  s u r v e y  t h e y  c a n ' t  s e e  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  
a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  e n r o l l  t h e i r  k i d  t o  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  s i x  m o n t h s  
l a t e r . '  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a n  u n f a i r  c o m p a r i s o n . "

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  a g r e e d .  I ' m  g l a d  w e  g o t  t h r o u g h  t h a t .

D R .  M I D D A U G H  s a i d ,  " Y e s  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  
s c e n a r i o s . "

N u m b e r  2 0 8 4

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  s a i d  t o  C o - C h a i r m a n  D y s o n ,  " A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
b i l l  y o u  h a v e ,  h a v i n g  c h e c k e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  
t h e y  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  c h a n c e  o r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o p t  o u t  o n c e  t h e  
s u r v e y  i s  b r o u g h t  u p  f o r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  b e  d o n e ,  r i g h t ? "

C O - C H A I R M A N  D Y S O N  s a i d  y e s .

N u m b e r  2 0 5 8

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  s a i d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  i s  t o  k e e p  t e s t i m o n y  o p e n  
a n d  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  a  q u o r u m .  H B  7 0  w i l l  b e  
c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  T h u r s d a y .

C O - C H A I R M A N  C O G H I L L  p a s s e d  t h e  g a v e l  b a c k  t o  C o - C h a i r m a n  D y s o n .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o o k  a n  a t - e a s e  f r o m  4 : 3 5  p . m .  t o  4 : 3 6  p . m .
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Sectional for CSHB 407(HSS)
V e r s i o n  O

’’'Section 1. (a )(1 ) This provision specifically provides that if a facility is operating under
a certificate o f need, that facility cannot, fo r any amount, construct a skilled nursing 
facility or psychiatric hospital, increase the bed capacity o f a skilled nursing facility, 
nor convert a building or part o f a building to a skilled nursing facility or psychiatric 
hospital. It also prohibits the conversion o f adult psychiatric beds to psychiatric beds 
designated for care o f a child under 21 years o f age. This language requires a CON 
for skilled nursing facilities and psychiatric hospitals.

(a)(2) This provision stipulates that a skilled nursing facility or a psychiatric hospital 
wishing to add health services that would cost $1 million or more would have to 
apply for an additional CON to do so.

It also exempts from the CON provisions any health facility other than a skilled 
nursing facility or psychiatric hospital in an area with a population o f 55,000 or 
more.

Section 2. Provides that a facility destroyed on site or demolished on site could be
replaced v ithout having to acquire a new certificate ol need and provides that a 
facility could move to a new site without a new certificate o f need as long as 
capacity and categories o f services do not change.

Section 3. requires die department to adopt regulations to set a time limit for
department determines the application is complete.

Section 4. Requires the department to set a time limit by which public hearings must be
held.

Requires the department to approve or deny an application within 120 days o f the 
dale the department determined the application was complete.

Section 5. Places all certificate o f need applications under the same standards o f review 
that currently exist for nursing home beds. All CON ’s except nursing homes had a 
vague standard o f review undci AS 18.07.041. This change gives a more definitive 
standard for the applicants to follow.

Sections 6
Thru 10. Technical changes required under Section 5.

Section 11. Repeals the broad standard o f review in AS 18.07.041 and repeals 
18.07.031(b) which is now AS 18.07.031(a)(1)(C) and is expanding the restrictions 
to psychiatric hospitals.

Section 12. Applicability o f new statute is limited to CON applications filed on or after 
the effective date.

Section 13. Has an immediate effectiv; date.
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To: "'Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.stale.ak.u: 

'"Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us"' <Reprcsentative_Peggy„WiIson@legis.state. 
"’Representative_John_Coghil@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_John_Coghil@legis.state.ak.i 
'"Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.is"' <Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak. 
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D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,

I t  i s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  H B - 4 0 7  w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  u p  f o r  a  v o t e  i n  t h e  
H o u s e  H E S S  c o m m i t t e e  e a r l y  n e x t  w e e k  a n d  I  w o u l d  u r g e  e a c h  o f  y o u  t o  v o t e  i n  
f a v o r  o f  H B  4 0 7  a n d  m o v e  i t  o u t  o f  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  a s  i t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
d r a f t e d ,  t o  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e .  P e t r o  S t a r  I n c . a n d  o u r  s u b s i d i a r i e s  
S o u r d o u g h  f u e l  a n d  P e t r o l e u m  S a l e s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o u r  S i s t e r  c o m p a n i e s  N a t c h i q ,
A P C  a n d  H o u s t o n  C o n t r a c t i n g  C O .  e m p l o y  m o r e  t h a n  8 0 0  e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e  
F a i r b a n k s  a r e a .  " N o t  ^ o n l y .  d o  w e  h a v e  t h a t  m a n y  e m p l o y e e s ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
p a r t  e a c h  o f  t h e n r f e p ' r e s e n t s  a ,  h o u s e * .  h o l d  t h a t  w e  p r o v i d e  m e d i c a l  b e n e f i t s  
t o .  A f t e r  l i v i n g  i n  F a i r b a n k s  f o r  m o r e  ’ t h a n  2 4  y e a r s  o f  m y  c a r e e r ,  b e f o r e  
m o v i n g  t o  A n c h o r a g e ,  I  c e r t a i n l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p o l i t i c s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  
i s s u e  a n d  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  b o t h  s i d e s .  H o w e v e r , * 
n o t  o n l y  d o e s  t h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  a v e n u e  f o r  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  w h i c h  ' i s  a l w a y s  *  *
g o o d  f r o m  t h e  s t a n d  p o i n t  o f  c o s t ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  g i v e s  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  *
N o r t h  i - Sta i , "  B o r o u g h  g r e a t e r  c h o i c e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  c a r e ,  b o t h  f r o m  ' r

^ a  d o l l a r  s t a n d p o i n t  a n d  ^ a v a i l a b i l i t y  ' © f  s e r v i c e s .  N o t  o n l y  i s  t h e  c u r r e n t  
s y s t e m  p o t e n t i a l l y  c o s t l y  t o  o u r  ' c o m p a n y ,  i t  l i m i t s  t h e  c h o i c e s  o f  o u r  
e m p l o y e e s .  C o m p e t i t i o n  i s  g o o d  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f c n d  l a c k  o f  i t  c a n  o n l y  
p r o d u c e  h i g h e r  c o s t  a n d  l e s s  s e r v i c e s .  A g a i n  I  w o u l d  u r g e  y o u  t o  Voice i n  
f l a v o r *  o f . ^ H B - 4 0 7 .  „  * V*.
> ;  >  ' •  -  *  

i S i n c e r e l y ,

* it «’S t e p h e n  T .  L e w i s  ,  , r ‘ •
C h a i r m a n  a n d  C E O  .  * * *  * ' ^
P e t r o  S t a r  I n c .  .> u
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Sectional fo r CSHIi 407fHSS) 
V e r s i o n  0

‘'•Section 1. (a )(1) This provision specifically provides that if a facility is operating under
a certificate o f need, that facility cannot, fo r any amount, construct a skilled nursing 
facility or psychiatric hospital, increase the bed capacity o f a skilled nursing facility, 
nor convert a building or part o f a building to a skilled nursing facility or psychiatric 
hospital. It also prohibits the conversion o f adult psychiatric beds to psychiatric beds 
designated for care o f a child under 21 years o f age. This language requires a CON 
for skilled nursing facilities and psychiatric hospitals.

(a )(2) This provision stipulates that a skilled nursing facility or a psychiatric hospital 
wishing to add health services that would cost $1 million or more would have to 
apply for an additional CON to do so.

It also exempts from the CON provisions any health facility oth r than a skilled 
nursing facility or psychiatric hospital in an area with a population o f 55,000 or 
more.

Section 2. Provides that a facility destroyed on site or demolished on site could be 
replaced v it bout having to ac quire a new certificate ol need and provides that a 
facility could move to a new site without a new certificate o f need as long as 
capacity and categories ol services do not change.

Section 3. Requires die department to adopt regulations to set a time limit for
department determines the application is ‘ ompletc.

Section 4. Requires the department to set a time limit by which public hearings must be
held.

Requires the department to approve or deny an application within 120 days o f the 
dale the department determined the application was complete.

Section 5. Places till certificate o f need apj ications under the same standards o f review
that currently exist for nursing home beds. All CON's except nursing homes had a 
vague standard o f review undei AS 18.07.04 I. This change gives a more definitive 
standard for the applicants to follow.

Sections 6
Thru 10. Technical changes required under Section 5.

Section 11. Repeals the broad standard o f review in AS 18.07,041 and repeals 
18.07.031(b) which is now AS 18.07.031(a)( I )(C ) and is expanding the restrictions 
to psychiatric hospitals.

Section 12. Applicability o f new statute is limited to CON applications filed on or after
the effective date.

Section 13. H as an im m e d ia te  e f lc c t i v  Ju te



EXISTING LAW:

Sec. 1 4 .0 3 . 1 1 0 . Q u estionn aires and su rveys adm in istered  in public sch oo ls.

(a ) A school d istrict, principal or other person in charge o f a public school, or teacher in a 
public school m ay not aom inister or perm it to be adm inistered in a school a questionnaire or 
survey, w hether anonym ous or not, that inquires into personal or private fam ily affa irs of the 
student not a m atter o f public record or subject to public observation unless written permission 
is obtained from the student's parent or legal guardian.

(b ) For an anonym ous questionnaire or su rvey , written perm ission required under (a ) o f this 

section m ay be obtained annually and is valid until the com m encem ent o f the subsequent school 
year or until the parent or legal guardian who gave permission subm its a w ritten w ithdrawal of 

permission to the school principal. T h e  school shall provide each student's parent or legal 
guardian at least two w eeks' notice before adm inistering a questionnaire or
survey described under th is subsection.

(c ) I f  a school adm inisters to a student a questionnaire or su rvey that is not anonym ous, the 
school shall obtain the written perm ission required under (a ) of th is section from the student's 
parent or legal guardian at least two w eeks before the questionnaire or su rvey  is adm inistered.

(d ) The  school shall give a student's parent or guardian an opportunity to review  the 
questionnaire or survey described under (b ) or (c ) of this section and shall g ive the parent or 
guardian written notice regarding

(1 ) how the questionnaire or survey will be adm inistered to the student;

(2 ) how the results o f the survey or questionnaire will be used; and

(3 ) who will have access to the questionnaire or survey .

(e ) A student m ay refuse to participate in a questionnaire or su rvey  adm inistered in a public 

school. A student's parent or legal guardian m ay refuse
to allow the student to participate in a specified questionnaire or survey .

( f )  In  th is section, "questionnaire or survey" m eans a list o f questions to, or information 
collected from , a class or group of students.



F r e d ,  t h i s  i s  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  y o u  a s k e d  m e  a b o u t  
T I S L  ( T r u t h - i n - s e n t e n c i n g  l a w )  —  w h e r e  i s  A l a s k a  in  i t . . .
D o n  B u l l o c k  a n s w e r e d  p r e t t y  w e l l ,  a n d  o f f e r e d  m o r e ,  b u t  I  t o l d  
h im  t o  h o l d  o f f  u n l e s s  w e  d e c i d e  t o  d o  m o r e  w i t h  i t .

P l e a s e  s e n d  t h i s  b a c k  ( w i t h  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s )  s o  I  c a n  f i l e  i t  
u n d e r  " p o t e n t i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h a n k s .
w e s



L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  S e r v i c e s

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y
D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g a l  a n d  R e s e a r c h  S e r v i c e s

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1  

P h o n e :  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 3 9 9 1  
F a x :  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 3 9 0 8

April 4, 2002

Memorandum
TO: Representative Fred

FROM: Donald Bullock Jr. /■ 
Legislative Analyst

RE: Truth-in-Sentencing Law in Alaska and Eligibility for Federal Funding
Research Request 02.189

You asked us to report on the attempts in Alaska to pass truth in sentencing legislation and whether federal 
money is available to states that enact such laws. A "Truth-in-Sentencing Law" (TISL) addresses the criminal 
sentence imposed by a court and the actual time an offender serves in prison.1 In general, TISLs require courts 
to clearly state the period during which an offender would be incarcerated, when the offender would be eligible for 
parole, and the possibilities for early release. The intent of TISLs is to require courts to order that offenders be 
incarcerated for a significant portion of their sentences, before being released on probation or parole. Most states 
with TISLs require offenders to serve 85% of the prison sentence in an institution.

In order to motivate states to enact TISLs, the federal government offered grants for the building and expansion of 
state prisons to partially offset the costs of longer periods of incarceration. However, federal funding for prison 
grants stopped after federal fiscal year 2001 because the Bush administration cojic|uded_thal.th5-gnaDts"’had

The Alaska Truth in Sentencing Act of 1997 requires a minimum term of incarceration that is not less than two- 
thirds of the total sentence of imprisonment.4 Despite the enactment of Alaska's TISL, the State never received 
federaLorison grants, partly because the two-thirds imprisonment requirement was lessjhan the 85% JeHerai. 
standard for grant eligibility? Federal fundinglslid'lbnger available; therefore amendingTtlaska law to require 
tfTSTB̂ /Tof a sentence be served would not result in an increase in federal funds to the State.

I hope you find this information to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or need 
additional information.

1 Donna Lyons, “Truth in Sentencing," NCSL LegisBricf, Vol. 7, No. 21 (April/May 1999), available on the Internet at 
http://www.ncsl org/legis/LBRIEFS/legis721.htm.

2 Paula M. Ditton and Doris James Wilson, "Truth in Sentencing in State Prisons," Bureau o f Justice Statistics, Special Report (U.S. Dept, 
of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, January 1999). The report is available on the Internet at http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/tssp.pdf.

3 "Analytical Perspectives, Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2002," Budget o f the United States Government 
(Executive Office of the President, 2001), p. 200. This publication is available on the Internet at 
http://w3.access.gpo.gov/usbudgetyfy2002/pdf/spec pdf.

4 The Alaska Truth In Sentencing Act of 1997, Chapter 37, SLA 1997, amended AS 12.55.015, AS 12.55.025, and Rule 32.2(e) of the 
Alaska Rules of Criminal Procedure.

5 According to Margot Knuth, Commissioner’s Office of the Department of Corrections (465-4338), there were limited exceptions to the 
85% federal requirement; however, Alaska never received grant money under this program.

http://www.ncsl
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/tssp.pdf
http://w3.access.gpo.gov/usbudgetyfy2002/pdf/spec


m ore  H B  4 0 8  points

Subject: more HB 408 points
Date: Wed, 17 Apr 2002 23:29:54 -0800 

From: Lisa Torkelson <lisa@advanced-design.com>
To: Wes Keller <Wes_Keller@legis,state.ak.us>

Other points I made in HESS (use as you see fit):

1. Kids cannot go on field trips without parent's permission nor can they be given aspirin. Surveys 
should be no different.

2. There are sources o f documented evidence that anonymity does NOT exist when surveying students in 
school.

3. There is a list o f  places where hard, reliable data can be gathered and it's not from a student survey.

4. We have been told that the Federal government does not make money contingent on the provision o f 
specific survey data.

5. Federal law also prohibits making the 'sharing o f personal data' mandatory when it is tied to grants.

6. Self-reported data is not reliable. The committee sources that can show where students have lied ., .. _
bragged and played games with their answers. -  D W  »  « v 0« W *  u S * *  o f r  o o f -

7. I f  tiiis bill passes, the school district will stand wide-open for potential lawsuits. And, I can tell you 
that lawsuits are much more expensive than most grants.

8. Finally, HB 408 does not limit questions to just those found in the YRBS...as i f  those aren't enough 
to make you pause. There is documented evidence that any topic is (and has been) open for discussion 
within the confines o f  a survey (race and gender o f other family members, family stability, parent 
income, family extracurricular activities, allowance amounts, who all lives in a particular home, i f  
parents like their kids, and a whole lot more).

(checK out questions 41 on in the attachment)

Backup for above:

1)
ASD field trips require parent permission, but nothing is posted for surveys: 
http://www.asd.kl 2.ak.us/aboutasd/registration.html#fieldtrip

2)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com> (She's the NJ Mom in court)
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 07:40:29 EDT
Anonymity does not exist when surveying students in schools. These surveys ask such specific questions 
(age, race, grade, sex, i f  you live with one or both parents, how long you've lived in town, the level o f 
education o f your father, o f  your mother, what grades you get, etc.). I would have no trouble picking out 
my child's survey out o f  2000 surveys. These surveys are given in classes o f  20-25 students, thus 
narrowing down which survey belongs to whom. Kids were saying that they had to hand in their surveys

4/18/2002 9:52 AM

mailto:lisa@advanced-design.com
http://www.asd.kl
mailto:Caroleanunn@aol.com
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front-to-back, row-by-row (every teacher has a seating assignment chart). One student at our high school 
said he was caught changing his race on his survey so the administrator made him go to another room 
and fill it out eorrectly. A mother complained that when her child missed the survey on Friday, upon his 
return to school on Monday, he "'as made to take the survey while the rest o f  the class read. Another 
mother said her son was pulled into the office and questioned about his "alarming" answers on his 
survey. At one school, the surveys were actually labelled with the students' names. Let's not forget that 
these surveys have our children's fingerprints all over them. Ridgewood ignored the guidelines for 
administering the survey in an anonymous and voluntary fashion — the only guideline they followed was 
that the students use a #2 pencil! What's to stop another school district like Ridgewood from doing the 
same thing?

3)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 07:40:29 EDT
It seems to me that the Feds would want valid, accurate and reliable hard data. This can be found by 
gathering data from police stations, emergency rooms, drug and rehab centers, planned parenthood, 
mental health clinics, fire stations, social service agencies, etc. Relying on students to be truthful about 
their risky behaviors is not the way to go.

4)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08:26:28 EST
Testimony was heard from all the state agencies (state attorney general's office, health department, 
education department, schools boards association, etc.) bemoaning the fact that they would lose federal 
funding i f  they couldn't survey students and get back a high percentage o f completed surveys (which 
would require passive consent because with active consent a low percentage o f  consent forms come back 
from the parents). Senator Martin, Chairman o f the Senate Education Committee, demanded that these 
state agencies hand over to him letters from the federal agencies stating that federal funds were 
contingent on survey data. These state agencies could not produce these letters because no federal 
agency was going to put that in writing. Therefore, Senator Martin considered their testimony invalid.

5)
Federal Law: Title 20 USC 1232i:

(a) Refusal to supply personal data on students or families

Except as provided in section 1232g(b)(l)(D ) o f  this title, the 
refusal o f a State or local educational agency or institution o f 
higher education, community college, school, agency offering a 
preschool program, or other educational institution to provide 
personally identifiable data on students or their families, as a 
part o f any applicable program, to any Federal office, agency, 
department, or other third party, on the grounds that it 
constitutes a violation o f  the right to privacy and confidentiality 
o f  students or their parents, shall not constitute sufficient 
grounds for the suspension or termination o f Federal assistance.
Such a refusal shall also not constitute sufficient grounds for a 
denial of, a refusal to consider, or a delay in the consideration 
of, funding for such a recipient in succeeding fiscal years. In 
the case o f any dispute arising under this section, reasonable

2 o f 3 4/18/2002 9:52 AM
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notice and opportunity fo r a hearing shall be afforded the applicant.

6)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Mon, 8 Apr 2002 07 :40 :29 EDT
Firstly, self-reported data is neither valid nor reliable. Kids lie on these surveys — kids were bragging 
about how they changed their age, race and sex and then the fun and games began. Studies show that 
asking teens about their risky behaviors is not the way to seek legitimate survey data.

7)
From: "Carole Nunn" <Caroleanunn@aol.com>
Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08 :26 :28 EST
Regarding our lawsuit, after two years o f  court battle, we are just now entering into deposition and 
discovery. M y attorney estimates that his legal bill so far is $50 ,000 which means the school district's 
b ill is probably about the same. Now that we are into the deposition and discovery phase, the legal fees 
are going to soar! Thank God Rutherford Institute is footing the bill. O f course, when (not if) we win the 
lawsuit, the school district's insurance company w ill be footing the total b i l l ... which I imagine w ill be in 
the hundreds o f  thousands.

8)
From: Caroleanunn@aol.com
Date: Sat, 6 Apr 2002 08 :26 :28 EST
Site related to the Ridgewood, New Jersey case in court
http://www.geocities.com/ridgewoodschools/scliool.html

A lso, the United States Justice Foundation lists samples* (in PDF format) that can be downloaded: 
http://www.usj f.net/html/surveys.htm 1

*1 w ill send these PDF files in a separate e-mail.

Name: prospectssurvey.pdf 
Type: Acrobat (application/pdf) 

Encoding: base64 
Download Status: Not downloaded with message

3 o f 3 4/18/2002 9:52 AM
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P r o s p e c t s :  T h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l l y - M a n d a t e d  S t u d y  

o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  G r o w t h  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t y

Student Questionnaire Grades 6-8 
(USJF NOTE: This Questionnaire was also used for Grade 3-5)

Form Approved O.M.B. No. 1875-0044 Expires 12/31/94

Purpose of the Study

The Prospects study is being conducted For the Office o f Policy and Planning o f the U S Department o f Education. 
Prospects is a Congressionally-mandated longitudinal study o f  the impact o f Chapter 1 programs on students’ 
academic achievement and other educational and behavioral outcomes. The evaluation will be based upon surveys 
o f nationally representative samples o f students attending public schools during the 1990s. The Base Year survey 
was conducted in 1991;annual follow-up surveys will track students’ progress each year through 1996.

This questionnaire should be completed by students enrolled in the 6th through 8th grades who are participating in 
the study. This questionnaire should take participating students an average o f 50 minutes to complete, including the 
time for instructions and answering all items.

Comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect o f this data collection, including suggestions for 
reducing response burden should be addressed to the U.S. Department o f Education, Information Management 
and Compliance Division, Washington, D.C. 20202-4651; and to the Office o f Management and Budget, Paper­
work Reduction Project, 1875-NEW, Washington, D.C. 20503.

All information that would permit identification o f individual respondents will be held in strict confidence, and will 
be used only by persons engaged in and for the purposes o f  the survey, and will not be disclosed or released to 
others for any purpose except as required by law. This survey is authorized by law (P.L. 100-297, Section 1452). 
While participation in the survey is voluntary, your cooperation is needed to make the resu 1 ts o f this study compre­
hensive, accurate, and timely.



Instructions Directions for filling out this questionnaire are provided with each question. Here are some examples 
o f the different kinds o f instructions you will see, and the right way to answer each type o f question.
(Mark only one answer)

1. What is the color o f  your eyes? (Mark only one answer)

Brown Blue Green Another color

I f  your eyes are green, you would mark only the oval to the right o f “ Green” .
A ,

(Mark all that apply) 2: -Last week, did you do any or the following things? (Mark all that apply)

See a play Go to a movie Attend a sports event
■ '

I f  you went to a play and a movie, yoq would mark the first two ovals.

(Mark one answer on each line) ;i;

3. Do you plan to do any o f the following tilings next week? (Mark one answer an each line)
Yes No Not Sure

a. Visit a relative
b. Go to a museum
c. Go to a library • ' /

(Mark only one answer) with “ Other (write in)”
^  rfSfiSk4. What is your favorite sport? (Mark only one answer)

Baseball Tennis Swimming Other (write in)
I f  your favorite sport is basketball you would print “ basketball”  in the space as shown, and mark the oval to the 
right o f ‘Other” .

WE HOPE YOU WILL ANSWER EVERY QUESTION THAT APPLIES £0 YOU, BUT YOU MAY 
SKIP ANY QUESTION YOU DO NOT WISH TO ANSWER.

Current School Work

1. Which o f the following courses or classes did you take this school year? (Mark one answer for each type o f 
course) Yes No Not Offered

a. English (including literature, writing, or language arts)
b. Mathematics
c. History
d. Social studies (including government or civics, economics, geography, current events)
e. Foreign language
f. Science
g. Computer education



i. Music
j.Home economics 
k. Shop
1. Typing
m. Other Technical Courses 
n. Business
o. Agriculture

2. During this school year, have you done any o f these tilings at school before or after the regular school day? 
(Mark one answer on each line)

a. Instruction in reading
b. Instruction in math
c. School sports (softball, tumbling, etc.)
d. Band or orchestra
e. Chorus or choir & m
f. Acting, singing or dancing in school plays

Grades and Performance

3. During the past semester, what grades have you received in English and mathematics? (For each subject, 
mark one statement that best describes your grades)

Reading, English, Language Arts Math
a. Mostly A’s (a numerical average o f 90-100) ^ .
b. About half A’s and half Ws (85-S9) 4
c. Mostly B ’s (80-84)
d. About half B ’s and half Vs (75-79)
e. Mostly C ’s (70-74)
f. About half C ’s and half D ’s (65-69)
g. Mostly D ’s (60-64)
h. Mostly below D (below 60) 
i Does not apply to me - did not take this course this year 
j. Does not apply to me - my classes are not graded

4. During a typical week, how much writing do you do in school? (Mark only one answer)

a. I write something almost every day
b. I write something 3 or 4 times a week
c. I write something 1 or 2 times ~ week
d. I do no writing at all

5. Which o f the following kinds or writing activities did you do during a typical week in school this term? 
(Mark all that apply)

a. I did no writing
b. 1 completed answers in a workbook
c. 1 wrote in my journal



d. I wrote a short story
e. I wrote a school report

6. During a typical week, how m uch writing do you do outside o f school? (Mark only one answer)

a. I write something almost every day
b. I write something 3 or 4 times a week
c. I write something 1 or 2 times a week
d. I do no writing at all

'
7. Which o f the following types o f writing did you do outside o f school this term? (Mark one answer on each 
line) Daily Every Week Every Month Don’t Read

a. I did no writing
b. I wrote letters
c. I wrote in my journal
d.I wrote a short story
e. I wrote a school report

8. Which statement best describes your ability in mathematics? (Mark only one answer)

I have a lot o f trouble with mathematics and often get things wrong 
I find mathematics hard, but I can do the work OK 
1 have an easy time with mathematics and usually get things right 
Not applicable - 1 am not taking mathematics this term

9. Which statement best describes your current reading ability? (Mark only one answer)
I  #

I have a lot o f  trouble reading
I find reading hard, but I can usually read OK ^
I am a very good reader i

10. Mark whether the following are true or false statements about the way you your English or reading class this 
term. (Mark one answer on each line) True False

a. Class material was difficult to learn
b. I had trouble keeping up with the homework
c. The class was fun
d. I would do much better in English i f  I had more help

11. I f  1 really work hard in English class... (Mark only one answer)

I will be one o f the best students in English 
I will do OK in English 
I will still not do well in English



12. During a typical week in your English or reading class, how much do you do o f each o f the following?
(Make one answer on each line)

a. Listen to lectures
b. Participate in class discussions
c. Work in small groups o f students
d. Do seat work

13. Mark whether the following are true or raise statements about the way you feel about your mathematics 
class. (Mark one ansvyer on each line) True False

a. Class materialwas 'difficult to leam
b. I had trouble keeping up with the homework
c. The class was fun
d. I would do much better in mathematics i f  I had more help

^  ■
14. I f  I really work hard in my mathematics class, (Mark only one answer)

I will be one o f the best students in mathematics. I1 will do OK in mathematics 
I will still not do well in mathematics A •I-'

15. During a typical week in your mathematics class this term, how much do you do each o f the following?
(Mar k one answer on each line) ^ ost^  Sometimes Rarely Never

a. Listen to lectures or view board work the teacher does
b. Participate in class discussions or doing board work
c. Work in small groups o f students.
d. Do seat work
e. Not applicable - not taking mathematics this term

•v 9  
.16. During this school year, have you participated in any o f the following school activities after the regular school 

day? (Mark one answer to describe your involvement in each activity) No Yes Not Available

a. School sports teams (playing against teams from other schools)
b. Intramural sports (playing against teams from your own school)
c. Cheerleader, majorette, pep club
d. Band or orchestra
e. Chorus, choir or drama club
f. Hobby ciubs, such as photography, model building; electronics, crafts
g. School subject-matter clubs, such as science, history, language, business, art
h. Honorary clubs, such as National Honor Society
i. Student government or student council 
j. Debating or speech team
k. Student newspaper or yearbook
1. Vocational education clubs, such as Future Homemakers, Future Teachers, Future Farmers, Future Business 
Leaders, VICA, or DECA



17. How important to you is participation in school sports or athletics? (Mark only one answer)

Veiy important Important Not very important Not important at all 

School Attendance

18. What were the reasons that you missed any days o f school this year? (Mark all that apply)

a. I did not miss any days o f school this year
b. I was sick
c. I had to care for a family member
d. I had to get a job to help my family
e. I had problems witji a teacher or other adult in school
f. I had problems with another student or group o f students
g. I wanted to spend time with my friends who were not in school
h. I couldn’t keep up with my school work
i. I felt I didn’ t belong at school 4 
j. My English was not good enough 
k. I was traveling ^

~ A *19. How often do you cut or skip classes? (Mark only one answer)

Never <y J)
Less than once a week 
At least once a week, but not every day 
At least once a day •i*. ? *

a20. How often do you feel that it is “ OK”  for you to... (Mark one answer for each line)
Never Really Sometimes Often

a. Be late for school
b. Cut a couple o f  classes
c. Skip school for the whole day kd

21. How many times did the following things happen to you during this school year?
(Mark one answer on each line)

Never 1-2 Times 3-4 Times 5+ Times

a. I helped to monitor halls, cafeteria, or classes
b. My class work was publicly praised in school
c. I was sent to the principal’s office because I was misbehaving
d. I was kept after school for detention
e. I was put on an in-school suspension
f. I was given an out-of-school suspension
g. I was put on probation from school

22. During this school year, how many times have any o f the flowing things happened to you? (Mark one 
answer on each line)



a. I was given an award for good attendance
b. I was given an award for my school grades
c. I served on a committee for a school activity
d. I represented my school at an event outside school
e. 1 was elected as an officer o f my class, a school club, or another school organization
f. I had something stolen from me at school
g. Someone offered to sell me drugs at school
h. Someone threatened to hurt me at school

Student Activities Outside of School

23. During this year, have you participated in any o f the following activities outside o f school, either as a member 
or as an officer (for example, vice president, coordinator, team captain)? (Mark one answer to descrioe your 
involvement in each activity)7 v Have Not Have

a. Scouting v  p '
b. Religious youth groups $  ̂  ^
c. Community youth groups, such as Boys’ Clubs, Girls’ Clubs, 4-H, Junior Achievement
d. Community team sports y.
e. Hobby or special interest clubs % -
f. Community service activities or volunteer work

cry) „

24. How often do you attend or participate in the following? (Mark one answer on each line)
Often Sometimes Rarely Never

•t Jia. Attend religious services
b. Participate in church or temple-sponsored activities

v! $
25. Do you attend classes or take lessons outside o f your regular school day to study any o f the following? 
(Mark al 1 that apply) M

-V
sLgp'a. Art, music or dance lessons

b. Language lessons
c. Religious instruction
d. Computers
e. Sports, exercise or gymnastics

26. How much reading do you do each week on your own outside o f school - not in connection with school 
work or homework? (Mark only one answer)

None 1 hour or less 2-3 hours 4-5 hours 6 hours or more

27. How often do you read the following types o f material outside o f school? (Mark one : iswer on each line)

Daily Every Week Every Month Don’t read outside school

a. Newspapers



b. Magazines
c. Novels
d. Non-fiction books
e. Comics
f. Other materials

28. How often do you go to a public library in your town or community (Not in school) (Mark only one answer) 

Once a week Once every two weeks Once a month A few times a year Never

29. During the school year, how many hours a day do you usually watch TV on school days— (Monday 
through Friday)? (Mark only one answer)f ' s 

V -
I don’t watch TV on school days
Less than 1 hour a day 1-2 hours 2-3 hours 3-4 hours 4-5 hours 
More than 5 hours a day 3 ; .t . >

vf ’’30. During the school year, how many hours a day do you usually watch T V on weekends (Saturday and 
Sunday)? (Mark only one answer)

I don’ t watch TV on weekends > i
Less than 1 hour a day 1-2 hours 2-3 hours 3-4 hours 4-5 hours 
More than 5 hours a day 7

WV

31. What kinds o f television programs do you usually watch? (Mark all that apply)

a. I don’ t watch TV
b. Sports
c. News
d. Music Videos

_  4 /  Ae. Cartoons ■v' $
f. Movies
g. Weekly TV series
h. Science or nature programs
i. Other educational programs

32. Does your teacher ever assign television programs for you to watch at home? Yes No

Including homework you may finish before you leave school, about how much time do you spend on home­
work each week? (Mark only one answer)

No homework is ever assigned I have homework, but I don’t do it
Less than 1 hour a week
1-3 hours a week
4-5 hours a week
6-9 hours a week
10 or more hours



34. About how much o f your assigned homework do you usually do? (Mark only one answer)

No homework is ever assigned 
I don’ t do any assigned homework 
I do about one-quarter or less o f assigned homework 
I do about half o f assigned homework 
I do about three-quarters o f assigned homework 
I do all o f the assigned homework

35. Where do you usually do your homework? (Mark only one answer)
. /V'

No homework is ever assigned 
In school, during the school day 
At home
At a library or another place outside my home

36. How often is your homework graded and returned to you? (Mark only one answer)

Between 15 and 20 hours a week 
Over 20 hours a week

40. During the current school year how much time do around your home at jobs you do not get paid for? 
(Mark only one answer)

None
Between 1 and 4 hours a week 
Between 5 and 14 hours a week 
Between 15 and 20 hours a week 
Over 20 hours a week

About Your Family

% W *

No homework is ever assigned
Always
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

37. During this school year have you had a paying job (not counting work around the house)? (Mark only one
answer) Yes No

38. How many hours do you usually work for pay each week during the school year? (Mark only one answer)

Between 1 and 4 hours a week 
Between 5 and 14 hours a week

41. What language do the people in your home speak most o f the time? (Mark only one answer)


