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March 8, 2002

Representative Fred Dyson
State Capital, Room #104
Juneau, AK 99801-2199

Dear Representative Dyson:

A few weeks ago when we met to discuss the proposed changes to the State’s
Certificate of Need law, you requested information on the fiscal impact of
eliminating the law in other states. | have assembled several citations regarding
the subject. The following information is summary in nature - 1will be obtaining

the complete text of the articles this week and will provide you with them as soon

as possible.

“There is no evidence ofa surge in acquisition of facilities or in costs following

removal of CON regulations.” Conover CJ, Slo-n FA. "boes Rem oving

C ertificate o fNeedLead to a Surge in Healh Care Spending?" Journal of Health

Politics. Policy and Law 23, No. 3 (June 1998): 455-481.

“Our examination of states that repealed CON provides evidence of a surge in
supply in some states, at least immediacy following repeal, which suggests that
CON indeed restricted supply of some services any such surges are
temporary and are often the result of a supply level that was lower than the
national rate before repeal In addition, initial surges are sometimes
followed by periods o f shakeout and stabilization. Therefore, while short term

supply increases do appear at times after CON repeal, such surges have been

1001 Noble Strest* Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 459-3500 <Fax (907) 459-3566



insufficiently studied to determine if there are any persistent effects on cost.

ET&IS Ofw‘l]ﬁCate OH\EGj Hd "S P(BSHG qu - Report 99-1, page 13,

State of Washington, Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee, January 8,

1999.

“CON laws, born out of an effort to control cost, may actually increase health care
costs by suppressing competition, as noted by Department of Health Executive
Director Dr. Ed Thompson in his 1995 response to PEER questions. A Daniel N.
Mendelson and Judith Arnold study, based on extensive empirical analysis of
hospital costs, concluded that CON programs have not held down hospital costs.

These researchers also found no evidence of increased costs in the initial twelve

states thaF repealed CON requirem.entls" F(]TTH’MSSISSIQ] GOHTI]’NI‘k
Forde, inan aciesstotheMssISSIpl Leg LI, 1009, from the mississippi

state web page (www.govoff.state.ms.us/main/gc/gc020299.html);

| hope that you find the above citations useful in your upcoming HESS
Committee hearings on Certificate of Need, | will send you the complete text of
the articles as soon as | get them. Please let me know if | can be of further

assistance with this matter. | look forward to meeting with you again as the HESS

committee prepares for hearings on the CON law.

Sincerely,

Brian Slocum, FACMPE

Administrator


http://www.govoff.state.ms.us/main/gc/gc020299.html
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March 7, 2002

Representative John Davies
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK  99801-1182

Dear Representative Davies:

There are a number of bills being considered .us legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate of Need laws, including SB256, HB407, HB485.

The current CON regulations are fair. Ifthere’s no need, then the community needs to be
able to say “no”. If there is a need then we should be able to have a say in who gets to

build it.

It’s not a normal business. How can health care be cheaper in the long run if we let the
providers (physicians) themselves build the facilities and buy equipment without showing
somebody that they have done their homework and that it is really needed? Maybe they
just want it and are planning to have us pay for it.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my opinion.

Sincerely,

Dorothy Mormon

300 Howland Rd. #2
Fairbanks, AK. 99712-1533
907-457-1411

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate Hess
Representative Fred Dyson,Chair, Senate Hess



March 7, 2002

Representative John Davies
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davies:

There are several bills being considered this legislative session related to
amending the current Certificate of Need laws, including SB 256,HB 407, and HB

485.

Changing the CON requirements will encourage a greater number of smaller,
self-interested providers. Competition will over a period of general usage
increase health care cost to the patient due to staffing considerations and less
cost absorption. While the bottom line will appear to be stable, the actual cost to
the patient in dollars spent will increase while actual care expertise will decrease
resulting from a lack of technically qualified technologists and providers.

Raising or eliminating the CON threshold will have the effect of diluting the
quality of healthcare for the above stated reasons. The current CON policy
ensures that the government has a say in who and how the community
healthcare is provided. | believe that this policy is fair and competitive. | say this
being an individual with over 20 years experience in health care provision and

management.
Please take under advisement my opinions.

Thank you.

Philip E. Shenk (ARRT)(MR)
519 Keeling Road
North Pole, Alaska 99705-5032

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7, 2002

Representative John Davies
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davies:

There are several bills being considered this legislative session related to
amending the current Certificate of Need laws, including SB 256,HB 407, and HB

485.

As a new resident to the beautiful state of Alaska, | cannot begin to stress the
importance of these not being passed and implemented. | have lived in several
locations where this was utilized. Everyone automatically believes that this
“‘competition” will bring down the cost of healthcare. | can assure you that it does
not, in fact it is the opposite. The market becomes so saturated that there is not
enough business for all of the providers. In order for the providers to survive, it
drives the cost of healthcare up, not down.

I implore you to give serious consideration to not pass these bills.
Thank you for your consideration of my opinion.

Sincerel

212 Wedgewood Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99709

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS
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March 8, 2002

Senator Pete Kelly

State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Kelly

I am writing to ask you to oppose several bills that are currently before the
legislature this session. These bills would allow changes to the Certificate of
need process that exists here in the state of Alaska. More specifically 1 am
talking about HB 407, HB 485 and SB 256.

It is my perception that these bills would allow parties to duplicate services in a
market that for the most part is having it's needs fulfilled.

My concern over these bills is related to the long term healthcare services for the
peopie in the interior of Alaska. | believe competition is a needed item in certain
markets. However it does not make sense in this one. We have the lowest cost
healthcare in the state with our present system and provide services that have a
real need notjust ones that are money makers. This has been accomplished

with our current system.

One of my concerns stems from the availability of healthcare personnel. There
is a nationwide shortage of nurses and other healthcare employees. By
introducing duplicate services the already strained system could be forced to
operate with less personnel per facility and this would result in lower quality

healthcare.

I think that our present system has provided us with the services we need. Ifa

service can prove it is needed in the community it should go thru the current
CON process. This process doesn't give any preference to one party or the
other. They are all evaluated and the best one is granted authorization to

proceed.

Please show your support for this community by opposing these bills and
allowing a system that works work the way it should.

Vr



3010 Davis B14
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 5,2002

Rep. John Dries

State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AIC 99801-1182

Dear Rep. Davies,

| am concerned about the proposed amendments being considered in this legislative
session that would weaken the current Certificate of Need laws.

Small communities in Alaska need STRONGER C.O.N. laws not weaker ones.

‘Healthy competition” does not benefit the people of rural Alaska in this situation.
What it does is drive up the cost of healthcare and can necessitate that smaller hospitals
must drop less profitable services, such as; mental health, hospice, long-term care and
home care.

| urge you to not weaken the quality of the health care currently available to the
people of Alaska by not weakening the current C.O.N. laws.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this point of view.

Sincerely,

Patrick scnooiey

207 Steeihead Rd.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708
907 455 4744

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 10,2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Coghill:

I am writing you to express my opinion on some bills that are going before the
legislature in it's current session. More specifically | am referring to SB256, HB
407 and HB 485. Itis my understanding that these bills would amend our current
Certificate of Need requirements in the state of Alaska. | am against changing
the current process and do not feel this would be a benefit to our community.

Should the current process be amended as proposed in the above bills | think it
would weaken our ability to provide services with a true need that are not
profitable. | have lived in this community for over twenty years and have seen
many changes to the services provided here. If SB 256 is passed then the
health resources will poisoned by for profit centers that have no compassion for

the people living here in the interior.

Please consider the effect the proposed bills will have for us here going into the
future and do not let them pass.

Sincerely,

vV V. as:

Joan Moton
PO Box 58044
Fairbanks, Alaska 99711

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Dyson, Chair, House HESS



Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill,

It is my opinion the CON should remain in place. Without demonstrating true need
community hospitals risk losing their fiscally strong services which in turn help alleviate
the losses of other sendees, such as Mental Health, Home Health Care.

| feel the CON regulations are fair. The Con has never stood in the way of this
community receiving the health care we need.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

601 Carlcrosman Way
North Pole, AK 99705
(907) 490-2464

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 6, 2002

Representative Hugh Fate
' State Capitol

Room 416

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Fate,

| am writing to you about the bills being considered this legislative season related to
amending the current Certificate of Need laws. Those bills are SB 256, HB 407 and
HB 485.

| understand that changing the laws might allow an outside group to open an Outpatient
Surgery Clinic here in Fairbanks, even though one may not be needed. Fairbanks
Memorial Hospital is a community hospital, involved in the community in a non-profit

role. | feel that a for profit provider is more interested in revenues than the best interest of

the patients.

| urge you to strengthen existing Certificate of Need laws by opposing SB 256.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Judith Davis
1097 Vicki Lane
North Pole, AK 99705

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7, 2002

Representative John Davies
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801 -1182

Dear Mr. Davies:

i am writing io tell you | oppose legislation currently under consideration
concerning changing the Certificate of Need process. (SB 256, HB 407 and HB

485)

| believe that increasing the CON threshold of $1,000,00 or eliminating the
need for a Certificate of Need in larger communities will seriously place our
community and our community hospital at risk.

Our community is fortunate to have a Cancer Treatment Center and an
adequate inpatient mental health facility because the hospital was able to
provide these services. Itis well known they do not pay for themselves and must
be subsidized by the hospital. Without a viable, non-profit hospital the needs of
the community will not be met. If you make it easy for profit seekers to take
away the viable service of the hospital, our community will most definitely suffer.

Sincerely,

Sherryll McDonald
1440 Pickering Drive
Fairbanks, AK. 99709

Copies to:
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 11, 2002

Senator Gene Therriault . .
State Capitol, Room 121 ,
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Therriault:

| urge you to oppose Senate Bill 256. If the Certificate of Need process is eliminated
then many urtneeded facilities will most likely be constructed.

This in turn will cause an excess of care facilities, which will drive costs to patients up
and quality of care will certainly suffer.

Please take into consideration what is stated above as you make your decision regarding
SB 256.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mario Adams

Cc:  Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green
Representative Fred Dyson



WILLIAM H. DOOLITTLE, MD FACP
P.0. Box 71046
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1046
elephone (]907%456 -8881
w 456-2047
Ema|I doo ttle@ptialaska.net

March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill,

Thank you for listening to me last week in regard to HB 407. 1 still encourage that this bill not
advance. Based on 35 years of experience in health care in Fairbanks, | feel very strongly that
legislation that alters the present Certificate of Need represents a clear, if not immediate, risk to

health care in Fairbanks and its environs.

The economics of Health Care do not conform to the usual model of competition in business,
since the only “business™ attraction is the few services in health ca\e that can be profitable.
There is no competition for the services where the margins won’t carry new construction and
new equipment costs. For-profit Health Care Providers profit from picking off these few
services, and take their money and run. The One Hospital Community has a hospital that must
continue to provide the marginal or losing services , and must remain open and staffed when
the For-Profits go home at night. The single community hospital must continue to take the
complicated cases from the For-Profit Centers when the day is done, and it must provide the
wide array of services for which reimbursement is marginal , and where there is no For-Profit
group clamoring to share. The result is pretty apparent. There has to be a decrease in the
services offered by the hospital. To the extent that some of these services may be offered in a
modified form, accreditation may suffer and the attractiveness of the hospital to new
physicians being recruited to the community will change.

The Fairbanks area does not have a burgeoning population, or high expeciation of monster new
industry. CON as it now stands, is designed to protect the health care delivery potential for
communities just like ours. It might not be required in larger cities. The only constant in
health care in Fairbanks over the past 30 years has been the Hospital. Clinic operations have
come and gone, and first one then another is the largest. The CON as it now stands has
protected the community of Fairbanks from compromised services while providing a standard
for progress. Please, don’t tinker with what has been successful over time. The insidious
deterioration in health care services wrought by the contemplated changes will become
apparent in your lifetime, but probably not mine. The recovery will not come to pass until
your grandchildren reach maturity.


mailto:doolttle@ptialaska.net

Thank you for your efforts on behalf of the interior of Alaska.

Sincerely,

Cc:

Senator Pete Kelley

Senator Gary Wilken

Senator Gene Therriault

Representative John Davies

Representative Jim Whitaker

Representative Hugh Fate

Representative Jeanette James

Representative Joe Hayes

Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House Hess

Please help us with this.



March 25,2002

Ouida S. Paden
2090 Ravenvvood Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99709

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill,

| am writing with respect to House Bill 407, affecting the Cetificate of Need (CON)
program. | strongly oppose the amendments as outlined in this bill.

In particular | oppose the amendment to section 1, subpart (a)4, regarding expenditure
and population limits for health care facility construction. The proposed amendment
would eliminate the requirement for a certificate of need in an organized borough with a
population greater than 55,000. | believe this amendment will allow construction of
projects with no demonstrated need, such as private, for-profit surgery centers, or
radiology facilities, to name a few. This, in turn, may directly lead to shortages in
specialized staff for the facilities, and increases in hospital costs realted to running

multiple facilities below capacity.

Certificates of need ensure that unnecessary facilities are not built. If there is no need,
then the community should be able to say "no" to new construction. Conversely, if there
Is a need, the community should have a say in who profits from such construction. The
current CON program is fair, and provides a forum for public involvement in decisions to
expand capacity and to make major investments in healthcare technology.

Fairbanks Memorial Hospital was built with great effort and sacrifice by many citizens of
our community. Its viability should not be placed at risk by construction of unnecessary
health care facilities. Thank you very much for taking my opinions into consideration

when deliberating on this legislation.
Something of this importance should have public hearings, 1 feel.

Sincerely,

CC: Fred Dyson



¢Z],2&00-__

J. 30kflcog ni
.S taffe Capii*o|j_R_oo<w 10&L
ft/c, gg.a M

~D™ar Rep'C<=>gk'JU_ | iy
qu_AJ +tvvI jeAfcM Eﬂ') /A8+UIQ/V0|A"WV,A . , I
Com CALLchMwffi_on LLAMS™ ExmmAGH)

StAL / | | mM_ GLOar<iJM*4 tvvylArt FaULc”uAd
Cm~UYVvu~rwA Crfa]‘a IAjGZAX crl KxM1/ufe™ Vkel®  liaxQ
lasit o
.MU - N Gl oM&)'IC
... V.o0E StcjA. 18cM ** AN A Ibue i A /. N<iINRE #N'I
tucruiel yLM\v*A W-Hu CwA~rcf .

sdDf\J / lLapd ™A, (XIL civa-vup" crt \-24JLVIrcI(\ fa~CL
"Aalo Mty A ierS fw? C0/0 “fke QIO]LHm cA .caM. dUd~M4v-__

ftviCot_a Ajuw &rtd Y cC*yu ~d CiMarureh.

. AlwfAsfadc 7 H3\-i .crro _Eikjfeo ca’ Qfl]l\ﬂ
A&fcXrfri Jbu+tdiA. Jbth A~ Cdr$4

\ULOfp&UL tiByoOT OW TAJLAAGA A M aj M jAZ&A O tACTIV |
Céax AMt- DEOufben cn™U CotavuzWicfc”™ asifad -(fa.
uy\ O friQ jfaxXury\ fadlQ fa”~ L ofallfaA. tv fayAs 0ja..
<rn ceri HKoa \ W

L TvrAnA-_."u. CANNJUNIZAANGN . ,
<5> U*E*A, _ _
C C , vlUctfIAA®A/ D-d”ocfc/i
1 38.2-5 ftcljeru) kr 5eaaW L\jclc\CreeA Chair Sen. HESS
“arks, OK-CMCR-N#7 -
t .Fa"uWks, I flep. FreO Ptjson Che»f House }+£SS

i-WpK-.



March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Phone: 907-465-3719

Fax: 907-465-3258

Dear Representative Coghill,

I urge you to delay all action for this session on Certificate of Need (CON) legislation.
The CON has worked well for nearly 20 years and Fairbanks has benefited with
outstanding health care. Ifyou feel the CON needs attention, please bring the issue home
and hold hearings this summer and fall so the people most impacted by HB 407 can be

heard in the community you represent.

The changes in the CON will negatively impact Fairbanks Memorial Hospital (FMH). |
sit on the board and Executive Committee for the FMH Foundation. We have provided
services no one else would provide. We have provided cancer treatment and psychiatric
care. We have notjust provided the most profitable services that will be promoted in the
future by those who will benefit from your proposed changes to the CON.

Thank you for your attention to my concerns. You can contact me days at 488-5104 or
evenings at 457-6066, if you have questions. | truly believe the best interests of your
constituents will be served by delaying all action on HB 407 this session.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey J. Cook
458 Terrace Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99712

CC:  Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representative John Davies
Representative Jim Whitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jeanette James
Representative Joe Hayes
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House HESS



March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AJi 99801

Phone; 907-465-3719

Fax: 907-465-3258

Dear Representative Coghill,

This is in regards to Senate Bill 256 / House Bill 407, which affects Certificate of Need
legislation.

Ifthe legislation is changed as proposed, it will harm our community hospital, Fairbanks
Memorial Hospital (FMH) and in turn, it will hann the community. The hospital provides care to
all people, regardless of their ability to pay for services. Medicare/Medicaid, other payors and
charity care have a large impact on maintaining the viability of our hospital. It has been shown
over time by studies that the hospital is able to provide the needed services for our community.
To allow other groups to come in and try to provide only high paying services, the hospital’s
needed revenue will be negatively affected. This in turn will affect the hospital’s ability to keep
other, lesser paying services available. The hospital has demonstrated over time the partnership
it values with out community. Management staff serve on various boards, hospital staff are one
of the largest contributors to the communities United Way, plus they volunteer for a great variety
of activities in the community, from health fairs to baseball coaches. By maintaining the
Certificate of Need, unnecessary and for profit business does not take away from one of oar
community’s wonderful assets, our hospital. | strongly urge you to consider the overall financial
impact this has on the hospital and the people of our community.

Sincerely,

Diane Hubler, RNC
P.O. Box 82542
Fairbanks, AK 99708
(907)479-5001

CC.  Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representativc John Davies
Representative Jim Whitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jeanette James
Representative Joe Hayes
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House HESS



March 25. 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill:

| am writing today asking you to oppose HB 407. The current language of this bill is not
the answer for meeting the needs of the Fairbanks community. If this is a subject that
you personally feel strongly about, then please kill it this session and bring it back home
SO you can gather data and make the best decision for Fairbanks.

The Bill (HB 407) allows for profitable services to be cherry picked. We, as a
community, must protect these hospital-based revenues. These services: surgery,
radiology, pharmacy, and laboratory provide the funds necessary to support inpatient
nursing, mental health services, long term care, charity care, and home care. These are
the types of services our community expects their community hospital to provide.
Please, please do not get sucked in by those that claim Fairbanks would benefit from the

modei of competition that HB 407 would promote.

As a Fairbanks resident since 1969, | have watched this community grow and mature. |
am proud to be a product of the local public school system and a graduate of the
University of Alaska Fairbanks. | have been employed both by the Tanana Valley Clinic
and Fairbanks Memorial Hospital and have been witness to the excellent care that both
entities provide to their patients. 1care deeply about the future of this community, as |
know you do. Please consider heavily the long term effects of this bill. It will not meet
the needs of the Fairbanks consumer. | encourage you and your peers to study this issue

in earnest.

105 Bentley Drive

Fairbanks, AK 99701
Hin# 907-479-7514
Wk# 907-458-5575

Cc: Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representative John Davies
Representative Jim Whitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jeanette James
Representative Joe Hayes



March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill:

I think the current Certificate of Need system is fair and competitive. If a services
is needed in Fairbanks, then the CON can be obtained and doesn't give any
preference to any applicant because all application are evaluated and the best one is

granted a CON and may proceed with the project.

Perhaps it will be determined that the service is not needed, then no CON is
granted to any applicant. Fairbanks Memorial provides many services that are not
profit generating (mental health, home health care, Medicare and Medicaid) and
would be harmed if profit-making services are siphoned off by profit-seeking entities
who would only offer table services. Please reconsider your support for this

legislation.

Sincerely,

Margaret Soden

PO Box 61328
Fairbanks, AK 99706
907-479-6793

Cc: Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representative John Davies
Representative Jim Whitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jeanette James
Representative Joe Hayes
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House HESS
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March 26, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, A K 99801

Dear Representative Coghill,

Iwould like to addressHB 407 currently being sponsored by you. This bill is contrary to
the state of Alaska’sown detennination that no additional surgery beds are needed. This

came after a review by thestate CON reviews in 1999.

Itisobvious that the driving force behind this bill is to “cherry pick” our local hospital.
ITthis bill passes, there will be irreparable harm done to healthcare in Fairbanks.

During a time when the state is looking to save dollars, thiswill no doubt increase the
expenditure in the state budget. Losses injobs and financial reimbursement will have an
impact that will have many secondary effects inour community. lurge you and the other
Legislators to not pass HB 407.

Thank you,

Karl Sanford

Cc:  Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representative John Davies
Representative Jim Whitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jeanette James
Representative Joe Hayes
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House HESS



March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Phone: 907-465-3719

Fax: 907-465-3258

Dear Representative Coghill,

ITSB 256 or HB407 move forward into legislation, 1 believe the community of Fairbanks
ultimatelywill be hurt. The government needs to maintain control over the CON process
as itiscurrently doing. Some industries need regulation to prevent a decline in pricing,
quality, access, education and research.

We need astrongCON law in Alaska to provide a measure ofdiscipline to the market.
By loosening the standards, you will open the door to a host ofproblems. lurge you to
consider strengthening the CON, lowering the cost threshold and requiringmore projects
o be reviewed instead of only a handful.

Sincerely,

Carol Bamett

1696 Dredgeview Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99712
(907)455-7456

CC:  Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Gary Wi lken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representative John Davies
Representative Jim Whitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jeanette James
Representative Joe Hayes
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House HESS



March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill:

I am writing this letter regarding the legislation affecting Gertificate ofNeed legislation (House Bill 407). 1
am opposed t>any changes to the current Cartificate of Need process.

I understand representative Coghill that you are concerned wirth corpetition. The cost of healthcare 100
high not just In Faribanks but in the entire country. As a Fairbanksan, 1know that Fairbanks Memorial
Hospital isthe lonest aost provider in the state-7% loaer than Providence and 20% loner than Alaska
Regional-both hospitals are competitive ina largermarket.  Your proposed legislation hurts Fairbanks and
will have a tremendous firercial impact for the community and for the State.

Unlike other businesses inhealthcare, | cantchoose what to buy and what not to buy. 1 listen to physicians
avice. 1am afraid that Iwill end up getting advice because the physicianwill gain personal ly by the gotions
he or she Bsuyesting.

Ifthere isgoing to be competition in healthcare then let itbe fair competition. Hlam Inacar accidenton
the Parks Highway, 1am willing to bet Fairbanks Memorial Hospital will be the oniy fecilityopen at2 am ©
provide needed trauma surgery. That iswhat acommunity hospital doss. A surgery centerwould not

provide a competitive choice- theywouldnthbe open.

As a representative of the Interiar, 1am counting on you to give serious consideration to House Bill 407 and
how itwall truly affect the residents in thisarea. 1do not support FIB 407. The current CON regulatios
are fairand are important for srall comunities.

Sincerely,

Corlis Taylor

1335 Vieapointe Dr.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
907-479-3224

Cc: Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representative John Davies
Representative Jim Whitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jearette Janes
Representative Joe Hayes
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House HESS



March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 10
Juneau, AK 99801

Phone: 907-465-3719

Fax: 907-465-3258

Dear Representative Jolin Coghill

| am very concerned about the proposed changes outlined in House Bill 407 and SB 256 affecting
requirements for a Certificate of Need. | am confident that a careful review cf the details will show that
the proposed changes are not in the best interest of the Fairbanks community. Please consider the

following points:
The elimination of C.0.N. in communities with populations greater than 55,000. ¢ .o v . sdo not

prohibit or restrict services—C .0 .N. 's ensure thatproviders build only when agenuine needcan be
demonstrated thus protecting against unnecessary duplication and fragmentation. In 1999 the State of
Alaska determined that there wasno needfor an additional outpatient surgery center in Fairbanks. Ifa
genuine need existed! wouldbe supportive ofanotherfacility. As the building manager ofthe Medical
DentalArtsBuilding at 1919 Lathrop St. | am in a unique position as | interface with many private
practice physicians andyetam an employee ofFM 1l. The Fairbanks community has a very unique and
very healthy community run non-profit hospital thatis committed to the wellbeing o fthe citizens of
Fairbanks and the Interior. ONe MuSt consider the possible negative impact of unnecessary duplication of
services that could occur if the safequards of C.0.N.'s arc removed. Currently FMH costs and pricing run
lower than those in Anchorage. Other states have found that similar changes to the C.0.N.'s raised
hospital costs and drained specialized staff. We already face a national shortage in nursing. One must
consider the inevitable drain of staffing.

The simplistic first glance response would reason that lessoning the C.0.N. would eliminate “red tape”
and hoost competition with the hopeful result of driving down prices...but the facts spell out a different
outcome. There is substantial documentation that proves that it is in the best interest of the Fairbanks
community to keep the C.O.N. safe([zuard,s intact, FMH/DC has a proven commitment to the community;
who else could run a Home Medical Equipment Department at a loss solely out ofa sense of responsibility
to the community? Programs for Mental Health, Senior Care and Alcohol Treatment are very much
needed in this communi Y Again, FMH has come through for us all with lorograms tliat arc not profitable
but vital! I liatc to think that the proposed C.0.N. changes could negatively impact our current health care
network with unnecessary inflationary pressures. Asa concerned citizen | urge you to meet with
community leaders and take the time to consider the complexities surrounding the issues. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Brad Clark 458-5144w 457-5473h
3000 Moose Mt Rd

POBOX 81368

Fairbanks AK 99708

Cc: The Interior Delegation _
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House HESS



March 7, 2001

Representative John Davies
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davies:

There are anumber ofbills being considered this legislative session to amending the
Current Certificate of Need Laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

Itisa great concern ofmine living in a single provider community setting that
adequate and accessible healthcare is available to its entire people. If lifting the
current CON threshold of $1,000,000.00 or, eliminating the Certificate ofNeed in
communities larger than 55,000.00 residents; will erode the health of our community

hospitals.

lurge you to strengthen not weaken the existing laws by opposing HB 256 or require
providers interested in opening new health care services inacommunity show a real
need exists. Community hospitals will be placed at great risk of loosing fiscal stability
which places inharms way such programs as mental health, hospice, home care and
charity programs for uninsured residents.

Thank you for your time and thought concerning thismost important health care
Issue that Isbeing placed before the Alaska State Legislature-second session.

Sincerely, .

David Naylon
P.0.Box 82848
Fairbanks Ak. 99708
907-479-7949



March 7, 2002

Representative Jeanette James
State Capitol

Room 214

Juneau, AK  99801-1182

Dear Representative Jeanette James:

| am concerned about a number of hills bein? considered this legislative session
related to amending the current Certificate ot Need laws, including SB 256, HB

407 and HB 485. _ _
1am in favor of a reasonable level of state oversight of the establishment of new

health care programs. The government should ensure that there is a good chance
that the project can be built for a reasonable amount of money, that it can be
staffed approfpnately, that it is likely to have the volumes necessary to achieve
economies of scale, and a likely prospect of producing good outcomes. The existing
CON program does these things now, and | think it would be a big mistake to try
an untested experiment of allowing programs to spring up wherever providers think

they can make some money. . .
It would be very detrimental to our community to make it easy for others to open a

health care facility a_cceptin_P only those patients with high paying insurance
covera?e. The existing facilities would be left with ony those patients with little or
no health benefits causing undue financial hardship and disruption to our

community.
Thank you for your support,

Sincerely,

A >0IU VvV 12 ( hiri:dl>

zaxc> 3 haom
100/'+k 20 le, Jf fq7C>"5

CC: Interior De(te ation .
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 11, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Coghill:

There are anumber of bills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

The choice of providing healthcare in the small community hospital towns of Alaska isof
great concern tome. lam concerned that increasing the current CON threshold of
S1,000,000 or, worse yet, diminishing the need for a Certificate of Need incommunities
greater than 55,000 residents, will jeopardize the health of our state’s community

hospitals.

I urge you not to weaken, but to strengthen the existing Certificate ofNeed laws by
opposing SB 256, or requiring that all providers interested in offering additional health
services demonstrate a real need exists ina community before any new type of service
(such as an ambulatory surgery center) is introduced to a community. Without
demonstrating true need, community hospitals will be at great risk of losing their fiscally
strong programs to providers not able or willing to address important, but unprofitable
services such as mental health, long-term care, hospice, home care, or routine nursing

Services.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

105 Faulk County Rd
Fairbanks, AK. 99709
907-479-7293

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7,2002

Representative Hugh Faite
State Capitol
Juneau, A K 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Faite:

lam writing t tell you I oppose legislation currently under consideration concerning
changing the Certificate of Need process. (SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485)

I believe that increasing the CON threshold of $1,000,00 or eliminating the need fora
Certificate of Need in larger communities will seriously place our community and our
community hospital at risk.

Our community is fortunate to have a Cancer Treatment Center and an adequate
inpatient mental health facility because the hospital was able to provide these services. |t
is well known they do not pay for themselves and must be subsidized by the hospital.
Without a viable, non-profit hospital the needs of the community will not be met. Ifyou
make it easy for profit seekers to take away the viable service of the hospital, our
community will most definitely suffer.

Sincerely,

TeresaRromm
P.0. Box 80827
Fairbanks, AK. 99708

Copies to:
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HE.
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7, 2002

Representative Hugh Fate
State Capitol

Room 416

Juneau, Al< 99807-1182

Dear Representative Fate,

lam not a person who s in favor of government control. However, | feel that 1must
write to you regarding SB 256.

Competition inmost industries iIsagood thing. However, studies have shown that
competition in healthcare actually causes an increase in cost, rather than a decrease.
Changing the CON requirements will encourage more for-profit, self-serving providers.
My concern is that the not-for-profit facilitywill suffer financially. Ifthat happens, where
will they get the funding for the less profitable, but very necessary programs, such as
alcohol and mental health treatment?

lask that you withdraw your proposed amendment to the CON statute.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely.

Beth McKee

P.0. Box 74366
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709



March 7, 2002

Senator Pete Kelly

State Capitol

Room 518

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Pete Kelly:

lam writing tyou out of concern for the community I live in and you repiesent. lam
specifically concerned about a number of bills being considered this "cgislativc session
related to amending the current Certificate of Need laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and
HB 485.

lunderstand that several doctors in the Anchorage area want to build a surgical center in
our community. 1suspect their plan isto biecd offthe patients with high paying
insurance berefits and leave the other patients on Medicare, Medicaid or no insurance for
the clinics already here. 1strongly object to this. 1 firmly believe that the requirement of
a Certificate ofNeed (CON) will prevent these leaches to our community.

Ifthere™s no need for a fecility, yet a group of doctors builds one, 1know that there*s a
potential conflict of interest there. Ifthey tell me togo to their fecility, how am lgoing to
know that they"re saying that because It’s the best thing for me?

Thank you for your listening.

Phillipp Losinski

3479 Sharon Rd
North Pole, AK 99705
(907)488-5518

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House ITESS



Senator Gary Wilken
State Capitol
Juneau, A K 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Wilken,

lam writing to t&ll you I oppose legislation currently under consideration
concerning changing the Certificate of Need process. (SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485)

I believe that increasing the C O N threshold of $1,000,000 or eliminating the need
for a Certificate ofNeed in larger communities will seriously place our community and

our commun ity hospital at risk.

Our community is fortunate to have a Cancer Treatment Center and an adequate
inpatient mental health facilitybecause the hospital was able to provide these services. It
iswell known they do not pay for themselves and must be subsidized by the hospital.
Without a viable, non-profit hospital the needs of the community will not be met. Ifyou
make iteasy for profit seekers to take away the viable services of the hospital, our
community will most definitely suffer.

2652 Doc John Drive
Fairbanks, Ak. 99709

Copies to:
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7, 2002

Representative John Davies
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davies:

There are several bills being considered this legislative session related to
%nSendmg the current Certificate of Need laws, including SB 256,HB 407, and HB

aller, self-
patients

Changing the CON requirements Will_encoura(T;_e agreater numberoffs
e
care, the

interested providers. It the provider is “for profit” the best interests o
may not be the most profitable. When you jeopardize your healt
conisequences could be of a very grave nature.

Raising or eliminating_the CON threshold will have the effect of diluting the
quality of healthcare. The current CON policy ensures that the ?overnment as a
saY_ N who and how the community healthcare is provided. T believe that this
policy is fair and competitive,

Please take under advisement my opinions.

m
th
h

Thank you.

Sincerely,

P /3u I'd  f2"

Claudia Tessier
439 Fairway Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99709

CC: Interior Delegation _
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March [, 2002

Representative John Davies
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davies:

There are several bills bein? considered this legislative sessi

ession related to
zgnsendlng the current Certificate of Need laws, including SB 256,H

on
B 407, and HB

Intelligent oversight is provided by the current CON process. It provides a forum
for the public's involvement in décisions to expand capacity and to make major
investments in healthcare technology.

|am infavor of a reasonable level of state oversight of the estaplishment of new
programs. The government should ensure that there is a good chance that the
project can he built for a reasonable amount of money, that'it can be_adequateH
staffed, and that the overall outcomes will be favorable. The emstmq Co

program does these things now. | think that it would be a serious mistake to
allow programs to be implemented wherever providers think they can make a

monetary gain.
| hope that you give my thoughts some serious consideration.

Thank you.

Fairbanks, AK 99712

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

John Coghill

Room 518

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Coghill,

My parents and 1adamantly oppose legislation related to the changing the
Certificate ofNeed process - specifically SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

Sincerely,

>V S'r*
Michael G. Smith
1293 Rangeview Road

Lakloey Hill
North Pole, AK 99705

ac:
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7, 2002

Mr. Joe Hayes

Room 422

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801 -1182

Dear Mr_Hayes,

This letter isto tll you that 1 oppose current legislation to change the Certificate of
Need process.

The current CON regulations are fair. Ifthere’sno need, then the community needs to
able to say "no." And ifthere isa need, then we should be able to have a say inwho gets

to build it

Certificates of Need ensure that unnecessary fecilities are not built. Ifthere’sno need for
a faality, yet a group of doctors builds one, 1know that there’s a potential conflict of
interest there.  Ifthey Ell me to go to their facility, how am lgoing to know that they’re
saying that because it’s the best thing for me?

Thanks,

Jakki Stem
1915 Ada, Apt 1
Fairbanks, AK 99701

ac:
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



WILLIAMH. DOOLITTLE, MD FACP
P.0. Box 71046
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1046
Telephone: (907)456-8881
F A X :(907)456-2047
Email; doolttle@ptialaska.net

March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol Room 102
Juneau, A K 99801

Dear Representative Coghill,

Thank you for listening tome lastweek inregard toHB 407. 1dll encourage that this bill not
advance. Based on 35 years of experience in health care in Fairbanks, Ifeel very strongly that
legislation that alters the present Certificate of Need represents a clear, ifnot immediate, risk to
health care in Fairbanks and mtsenvirons.

The economics of Health Care do not conform to the usual model of competition in business,
since the only “business” attraction is the few services in health care that can be profitable.
There Isno competition for the services where the margins won *tcarry new construction and
new equipment ocosts. For-profit Health Care Providers profit from picking off these few
services, and take theirmoney and run. The One Hospital Community has a hospital that must
continue to provide the marginal or losing services ,and must remain open and staffed when
the For-Profits go home atnight. The single community hospital must continue to take the
complicated cases from the For-Profit Centers when the day Isdone, and itmust provide the
wide array of services for which reimbursement ismarginal,and where there isno For-Profit
group clamoring to share. The result is pretty apparent. There has to be a decrease In the
services offered by the hospital. To the extent that some of these services may be offered ina
modified form, accreditation may suffer and the attractiveness of the hospital to new
physicians being recruited t the community will change.

The Fairbanks area does not have a burgeoning population, or high expectation of monster new
industry. CON as itnow stands, isdesigned to protect the health care delivery potential for
communities just like ours. kemight not be required in larger cities. The only constant In
health care in Fairbanks over the past 30 years has been the Hospital. Clinic operations have
come and gone, and firstone then another is the largest. The CON as itnow stands has
protected the community of Fairbanks from compromised services while providing a standard
for progress. Please, don“ttinker with what has been successful over time. The insidious
deterioration in health care services wrought by the contemplated changes will become
apparent in your lifetime, but probably not mine. The recovery will not come t pass until
your grandchildren reach maturity.


mailto:doolttle@ptialaska.net

Thank you for your efforts on behalf of the interior of Alaska. Please help us with this.

Cc:  Senator Pete Kelley
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representative John Davies
Representative Jim Whitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jeanette James
Representative Joe Hayes
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House Hess



March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Phone: 907-465-3719

Fax: 907-465-3258

Dear Representative Coghill,

lam writing to make an appeal to stop legislation eliminating the Certificate ofNeed
(CON) in the State of Alaska.

Fairbanks Memorial Hospital has consistently provided services to this community that
are desperately needed, but are not reimbursed. We have identified the need for
adolescent psychiatric beds inFairbanks, to al low families to remain close in this time of
diffiaulty. Our ability to subsidize this type of unprofitable service is dependent on those
services, such as surgeiy and imaging, which are reimbursed. Eliminationofthe CON
will essentially kill any chances of providing this service in the future.

This only gives one example of the loss of vital services in every community in the State
ofAlaska. Please consider the impact elimination of the CON will have on our people.

Thank you for your consideration to this matter.

Sincerely,

Jana Walters

P.0. Box 81293
Fairbanks, AK 99708
(907)458-5319

CC:  Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Gary Wi lken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representative John Davies
Representative Jim Whitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jeanette James
Representative Joe Hayes
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House HESS



March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Phone: 907-465-3719

Fax: 907-465-3258

Dear Representative Coghill,

lurge you to oppose HB 407 regarding “Certificate of Need”. The present system for
CON works wiell, and should be leftalone.

Fairbanks Memorial Hospital (FMH) offers complete care and subsidizes some costs
from 1t’s revenue from operations. To allow private groups to selectively undercut FMH
would severely undermine the benefitof FMH to the Fairbanks community.

At the very lesst, at the next session (2003-4), schedule hearings In the Fairbanks area so
that the public can have input.

Sincerely,

LOoAaajtts

William Mendenhall
1907 Yankovich Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99709

CC:  Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representative John Davies
Representative Jim Whitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jeanette James
Representative Joe Hayes
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House HESS
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March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill:

lam writing you regarding my opposition to HB-407. Ibelieve that my community benefits greatly
from the Certificate of Need (CON) process. CON limits the potential for abusing the monopoly
powerthat providers, both hospitals and physicians, have to the consumer. Both ofthese entities
need to be regulated by being required to present well designed business planning and proof of
need to justify providing new facilities in my community. By ensuring that our community gets
only the facilities that we need, the CON helps to maintain the volumes necessary to ensure
services are delivered to each patient consistent with the highest possible quality standards.

The CON process has neverstood in the way ofthis community getting the healthcare it needs,
but it has stood in the way of getting infrastructure thatwe do not need. If Fairbanks Memorial
Hospital (FMH) were not an efficient, accountable entity in my community their position would be
different on this issue as are the proponents of this bill. Because the hospital takes on all the
burdens of my community that other entities are not willing to provide since there is no profit in
these services ie mental health, long term care, etc., please do not allow these other entities to

“cherry pick”my community hospital.

I'truly believe that the hand of government in the form ofa CON is necessary in a community the
location and size of mine. We as a community have not truly been heard from on this very
sensitive issue. Travel to Juneau is notas easy forsome of us as itisforothers. Ifyou are not
convinced of this please Kill this bill for now and bring the issue back home so that the voice of my

community can be heard on this issue.

2418 Englewood Court
Fairbanks, AK 99709
907-474-8484

Cc: Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Gene Therriault
Representative John Davies
Representative Jim W hitaker
Representative Hugh Fate
Representative Jeanette James

Representative Joe Hayes
RepresentativerFred Dyson,- ChairmanHous8 HESS



March 25, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol, Room 102
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Rhone 907-465-3719

Fax 907-465-3258

Dear Representative Coghill

Iwould like you to re-consider your House bill 407. Kwould be a mistake to, in
effect, eliminate the C.O.N. requirement. Ifthere reallywere a need itwould already be
allowed under the current laws.

This bill would harm Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, in that itwould allow doctors
1o take the well-insured or weal thy patients to their facilityand leave the uninsured and
poor to the hospital. The profitable cases at the hospital now offset the costs ofmoney
loosing cases and average out the picture.

Since the hospital isa non-profit hospital, no money will be pocketed at the
expense of another. Also any extramoney isput back into the community, upgrading and
expanding the hospital to better serve the community.

Since we, as patients, have very little, ifany, say when itcomes towhere we get
tests or surgeries done, a doctor would naturally lake us to “his “ facility, unless we had
no Insurance or could not pay-

I think you need to look at the big picture on this bill and leave the C.0.N law as
is. Ithas worked just fire up to this point.

Sincerely, y . ]

Gordon Heppner

Box 55203

North Pole, Alaska 99705
907-488-6355

Cc: Interior Delegation
Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman House HESS



Representative Jeanette James
State Capitol

Room 214

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Jeanette James:

lam writing toyou as a voting, tax paying citizen residing in the community you
represent. lam quite concerned about a number of billsbeing considered this legislative
session related t amending the current Certificate of Need laws, including SB 256, HB
407 and HB 485.

When other states changed their CON laws in the manner that is currently being proposed
in SB 256, they found themselves facing shortages in specialized staff. These staff
shortages were directly linked to a decrease in healthcare quality. Another serious
problem that occurred was an increase in hospital costs related to running multiple
fecilities far be low capacity.

By raising the threshold, you will be eliminating CON review for all but the most
expensive programs. These are the very programs where the planning ismost likely to be
the most thorough, and where consequently, the value of outside CON review the least
effective. We need to be concerned about the smaller programs, where a provider might
be playing a hunch or making a bet. 1think that the threshold should remain where itis,
or perhaps lowered, so that we don™t have providers spending money on things we don™t

need.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

.Joe" LosmSKi

3479 Sharon Rd

North Pole, AK 99705
(907)488-5518

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7, 2002

Representative Hugh Fate
State Capitol

Room 416

Juneau, AK 99807-1182

Deai-Representative Fate,

lam writing to you regarding the bills being considered this legislative season related to.
amending the current Certificate of Need laws. Those billsare SB 256, FIB 407 and HB

485.

lurge you to consider leaving the current Certificate ofNeed laws are they are. The
current laws protect small community hospitals, sqch as Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.
With changes to the law, this hospital couldbe in danger of losing the strong programs

that “keep the doors open.” < =

By ensuring that our community has only the fecilities that itneeds, the Certificate of
Need laws help to maintain the volumes necessary to ensure a variety of high quality
services are available to all peaple.

lurge you to strengthen the existing Certificate of Need laws by opposing SB 256.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

danaWalsh, CD M

1097 Vicki Lane

North Pole, Alaska 99705
907-490-2379



March 7, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol

Room 102

Juneau, AK 99807-1182

Dear Representative Coghill,

This letter is In regards to bills being considered this legislative season related to
amending the current Certificate ofNeed laws. Those billsare SB 256, HB 407 and HB

485.

ITSB 256 ispassed, |fear the healthcare market in Fairbanks will be flooded with for-

profit facilities, gleaning the high revenue outpatient surgeries from the hospital.  Ifthis
were to happen, where would Fairbanks Memorial Hospital get it’s funding for the less
profitable, yet very necessary programs, such as mental health, hospice and home care?

Fairbanks Memorial Hospital plays a vital role in promoting good health and wellness.
Passing SB 256 threatens the quality and variety of health care that this hospital provides.

lurge you to strengthen the existing Certificate of Need laws by opposing SB 256.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Laurie Struthers, RD

1319 3rdAvenue

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

907-455-6314

CC:  Interior Delegation

Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair House HESS



March 7, 2002

John Coghill

Room 102

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear John,

Loren and I continue to vigorously oppose legislation related to the changing the
Certificate of Need process - specifically SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

We cannot understand why the legislaturewould even consider making iteasier for
already overpaid physicians to take away some ofthe few services provided by the
hospital that pay for themselves, specifically imaging and out-patient surgery Services.

Our 26-year-old son had serious mental health needs during the 90°s. I lived in
terror that he would need to be admitted to the hospital mental health unit at a time al
beds were full. You may not be aware that ifbeds were full, patients at risk for harming
themselves were sent to the jail to be kept under lock and key.

Thankfully, the hospital had the funds to enlarge their mental health unit and my worst-
case scenario was never realized. Unfortunately, we cannot say that for all ofyour
constituents.  Please, please do not take away the hospital’s aility to continue to look
out for those who cannot pay or services that do not pay for themselves - such as the
Cancer Treatment Center, Home Care, Charity Program, Denali Center, etc.

Sincerely,

Loren and Linda Smith
1293 Rangeview Road
Lakloey Hill

North Pole, AK 99705

c:
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7, 2002

Pete Kelly

Room 518

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Pete,

Loren and I continue to vigorously oppose legislation related to the changing the
Certificate of Need process - specifically SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

We cannot understand why the legislature would even consider making itessier for
already overpaid physicians to take away some of the few services provided by the
hospital that pay for themselves, specifically imaging and out-patient surgery Services.

Our 26-year-old son had serious mental health needs during the 90°s. I lived in
terror that he would need to be admitted to the hospital mental health unit at a time all
beds were full. You may not be aware that ifbeds were full, patients at risk for harming
themselves were sent to the jail to be kept under lock and key.

Thankfully, the hospital had the funds to enlarge their mental health unit and my worst-
case scenario was never realized. Unfortunately, we cannot say that for ail ofyour
constituents.  Please, please do not take awav the hospital’s ability to continue to look
out for those who cannot pay or services that do not pay for themselves - such as the
Cancer Treatment Center, Home Care, Charity Program, Denali Center, etc.

Sincerely.

Loren and Linda Smith
1293 Rangeview Road
Lakloey Hill

North Pole, AK 99705

c:
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



Victory! Anti-choice Judicial Nominee Charles Pickcri , Defeated!

Subject: Victory! Anti-choice Judicial Nominee Charles Pickering Defeated!
Date: Fi, 15 Mar 2002 12:23:55 -0800 (PST)

From: Planned Parenthood Action Network <actionnetwork@rc.plannedparenthood.org>

To: Wes Keller@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Wes,

In a very real display of the power of grassroots, Judge Charles
Pickering's nomination was defeated yesterday in the Senate Judiciary
Committee. This is a very exciting and hard fought victory. When this
battle began, very few thought there was any chance to defeat the
nomination. Through incredible grassroots efforts, including tens of
thousands of letters to the Senate Judiciary Committee, and patch-
through phone calls with a visible message strategy, the seemingly
impossible became a clear victory. The vote was ten to nine.

Thanks to all of you who contributed to the 42,000 messages generated
through the Planned Parenthood Action Network. Your voice was a
critical factor in this important defeat.

For further updates on this and other judicial nominations, visit our
website at http://www.saveROE.com

Encourage others to promote and protect reproductive health
rights by joining the Planned Parenthood Action Network at

http://www.plannedparenthood.org/action/join.asp

You received this message because wes_keller@ legis.state.ak.us is
a member of the Planned Parenthood Action Network.

You can change your personal information (such as email or street
address) by visiting our online profile editor at
http://www.plannedparenthood.org/action/proflle.asp

To unsubscribe from this mailing list, send an email to
actionnetwork@ rc.plannedparenthood.org from wes_keller@ legis.state.ak.us
word "remove" in the subject line. If you have questions

or comments about this alert, please send an email to
actioncenter@ ppfa.org.

the

3/19/2002 12:37 PM
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nator Pete Kelly
>tate Capitol
Room 415
ealu, AK 99801-1182

Pear Senator Kelly
|
amwriting as a longterm resident of Fairbanks. The purpose of this letter is
Ixj'ask for your support opposing a couple ofbills before the legislature this
[session. These bills would change the Certificate of Need process as it
currently exists in the state of Alaska. The specific bills | am talking about are
SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

' believe that the process as it exists now is a fair and just process. The
current CON process requires that all providers interested in offering
substantial health services show areal need exists in a community before any

ptSfgl M- new category of service is allowed to be introduced to a community. Should
1 * this be taken away | think it will have a negative long term effect on the
) quality and type of services provided here in the interior.

If anything the current dollar limit ($1,000,000) needs to be lowered to
iregiwe more projects to be reviewed.

lease show your support for this community by opposing these bills and
lowing a system that works work the way it should.

u V. "VAr

insincerely,

Jfes- (rO ~J

Fairbanks, Alaska 99712






March 8.2002

Senator Gene Therriault
State Capitol

Room 121

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Thorrialt:

There are a number of bills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws, including SB 256,1-1B407 and HB 485.

I think the current CON system isfairand competitive. Ifa service can prove itisneeded
in the community, thenaCON can be ootained. ktdoesn’tgive any preference to one
applicant over another - each of the altermate proposals isevaluated and the best one s
granted aCON and authorization to proceed. Changing the CON requirements will
encourage a greater number of smaller, self-interested providers. [Ifthe provider is “for
profit” the best interests of the patients may not be the most profitable.

1 urge you to strengthen - not weaken - the existing Certificate ofNeed laws by opposing
SB 256, or requiring that all providers interested in offering substantive health services
demonstrate a real need exists ina community before any new category of service (such
as an ambulatory surgery center) is introduced to a community. Without demonstrating
true need, community hospitals will be at great risk of losing their fiscally strong
programs to providers not able or willing to address important, but unprofitable services
such as mental health, long-term care, hospice, home care, or routine nursing Services.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

845 Birch Hill Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712
(907) 452-5880

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair. House HESS



March 8, 2002

Representative Jeanette James
State Capitol

Room 214

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative James:

lam concerned about the bills being considered relating to the current Certificate of
Need laws. | fear that lifting the current CON threshold will jeopardize the health of
Alaska’s community hospitals. By raising the threshold, CON reviewwould be
eliminated for all but the most expensive programs, which are already well researched
Allowing niche service providers to selectively pick health-care consumers leaves
community hospitals bearing the burden of providing care for the indigent without the
ability to offset those expenses. Please don *t let this happen in our state.

Thank you foryou

Sincerely,

Allan Gough
2316 Ptarmigan
North Pole, AK 99705

907-488-5899

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8,2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol

Room 102

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill:

1am concerned that lifting the current CON threshold will jeopardize the health of
Alaska’s community hospitals. By raising the threshold, you will be eliminating CON
review for all but the most expensive programs, which are already well researched.
Allowing the unmonitored establishment ofniche services leaves community hospitals
bearing the burden of providing care for the indigent without the ability to offset those
expenses. Please don't let this happen in our community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Fairbanks, AK 99709
907-474-3455

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate MESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7, 2002

Senator Gary Wilken
State Capita!

Room 514

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Wilken:

1have become aware of three pieces of legislation being considered for this legislative session,
dealing with the Certificate ofNeed (CON) process (SB 256, HB 407, and HB 485).

lam concemed about the possibility of the CON process being eliminated inconmunities with a
population of less than 55,000. This process was designed to protect conmunities from “diluted””
forms of health care resources. When unplanned growth occurs inhealth care gptions, iEsaturates
markets, stretches much needed resources too thinand result ina lower quality of care.

lam concermed not only about maintaining the high quality health care standards thet we have in
the Interior, which 1truly believe will be Jeopardized by passage of these hills, but 1am also
concemed that not-for—profit fecilities (like FMH) will suffer firercially.  Ifthat happens, who B
going to fund programs likemental health care, cancer treatment, and alocohol treatment?

I have always received personalized, quality, professional care at our hometown hospital and I'n
very proud thatwe have such a fire fecility inFairbanks. To consider relaxingthe CON  process,
tome, will be detrimental tocommunities like Fairbanks. Though 1do not like the state making
rules and regulations that challenge my way of lifehere inthe Last Rrontier, inthis case, itismuch
needed to protect our quality healthcare system for the greater good.

lask you to consider very carefully your decision on this very important issue and urge you to
leaetheCON processas its

Thank you foryour consideration on this ISe.

Hal Meyer

4250 Aspenwood Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99709
907-474-8520

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

Representative Gene Therriault
State Capitol

Room 121

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Therriault:

lam concerned about the bills being considered this legislative session that relate to the
current Certificate ofNeed laws. | fear that liktng the current CON threshold wall
Jeopardize the health of Alaska’s community hospitals. By raising the threshold, CON
reviewwould be eliminated for all but the most expensive programs, which are generally
well-researched in the firstplace. Allowing specialty sendee providers to selectively pick
the more lucrative cases leaves community hospitals bearing the burden of providing care
for the indigent and infirm without the ability o offset those expenses. Please don’t ket

this happen inour community.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

15.1 CHSR
Two Rivers, AK 99712
907-488-2436

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



Senator Gary Wilkin
State Capitol

Room 514

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilkin:

There are a number ofhills being considered this legislative session related to amending the current
Certificate o f Need laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485,

|fthe SB 256 is passed, then the market will be flooded with for-profit facilities. My concern is that the
not-for- profit facilities will suffer financially. If that happens, where will theK get the necessaiy funding
for the less profitable, yet necessary programs, such as mental health and alcohol treatment?

By ensuring that our community gets only the facilities we need, the CON helps to maintain the volumes
necessary to ensure services are delivered to each patient consistent with the highest possible quality

standards.

Tliank you for your consideration o f this perspective.
Sincerely,

P.0. Box 83911

Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

CC: InteriorDelegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8,2002

Senator Pete Kelley
Slate Capitol

Room 518

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Kelley:

There are anumber ofbills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

lam in favor of a reasonable lewel of state oversight of the establishment of new
programs. The government should ensure that there isa good chance that the project can
be built for a reasonable amount of money, that itcan be staffed appropriately, that it s
likely 0 have the volumes necessary to achieve economies of scale, and a likely prospect
of producing good outcomes. The existing CON program does these things now, and |
think itwould be a big mistake to try an untested experiment of al lowing programs to
spring up wherever providers think they can make some money.

lurge you to strengthen - not weaken - the existing Certificate of Need laws by opposing
SB 256, or requiring trat all providers interested in offering substantive health services
demonstrate a real need exists ina community before any new category of service (such
as an ambulatory surgery center) is introduced to a conmunity. Without demonstrating
true need, community hospitals will be at great risk of losing their fiscally strong
programs to providers not able or willing to address important, but unprofitable services
such as mental health, long-term care, hospice, home care, or routine nursing Services.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

Sincerely,

1223 Wildrose Ave.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 452-6373

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

Senator Pete Kelly

State Capital

Room 518

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Kelly

| have concerns about a number of bills being considered in this
legislative session. Those bills are related to amending the current Certificate of
Need laws (bills SB 256, HB 407, and HB 485).

Certificates of Need (CON) ensure that unnecessary facilities are not built. If
there’s no need for a facility, yet a group of doctors builds one, | know that

there's a potential conflict of interest there. If they tell me to go to their facility,
how am | going to know that they’re saying that because it's the best thing for

me”?

The current CON regulations are fair. If there's no need, then the community
needs to able to say "no." And if there is a need, then we should be able to have

a say in who gets to build it.

Thank you for considering my comments and | urge you to defeat the bills and
support the current CON laws for the protection of the residents of Fairbanks as

well as the rest of the State.

Sincerely,
(lo- D*loo”

Connie Moore

P.O. Box 74784.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707
907-479-5145

CC. Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 9, 2002

Representative Joe Hayes
State Capitol

Room 422
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Representative Hayes

There are a number of bills being considered this legislative session related to amending the current
Certificate of Need laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

When other states changed their CON laws in the maimer that is currently being proposed in SB 256, they
found themselves facing shortages in specialized staff. Tliis staff shortage wa:sdlrect_lkllmked to a decrease
in healthcare quality, Another Serious problem that occurred was an incfease in hospital costs related to

running multiple facilities far below capacity.

We need a strong CON law in Alaska to provide a measure o f discipline to the market. By loosening the
standards, you wll open the door to a host of problems. | urge you to cpnmderstrenpthenmg the CON,
lowering the cost threshold and requiring more projects to be reviewed instead of only a handfiil.

Thank you for your consideration of tliis perspective.

Sincerely,

caroi awnzer

2256 Jack Street
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
907-458-8825

CC: InteriorDelegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 5, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol

Room 102

Juneau, AK  99801-1182

Dear Representative Coghill:

There are a number ofbills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and 1-IB 485.

The challenge of providing optimal access to healthcare in the unique and fragile sole-
community hospital towns of Alaska Isofgreat cowcern tome. lam concerned that Iftirg
the current CON threshold of $1,000,000 or, worse yet, eliminating the need for a
Certificate ofNeed incommunities greater than 55,000 residents, will jeopardize the

health of our state’s community hospitals.

The current CON regulations are fair. Ifthere’s no need, then the community needs t
able to say "no." And ifthere Isa need, thenwe should be able to have a say inwho gets

to build it

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

/John Cotter
794 Quasar Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99712

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, Plouse HESS



March 8, 2002

Representative Jim Whitaker
State Capitol

Room 411

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Whitaker:

There are a number of bills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

The challenge of providing optimal access to healthcare in the unique and fragile sole-
community hospital towns of Alaska isofgreat concern tome. lam concerned that
lildng the current CON threshold of $1,000,000 or, worse yet, eliminating the need for a
Certificate ofNeed in communities greater than 55,000 residents, will jeopardize the

health of our state’s community hospitals.

Intelligent oversight isprovided by the current CON process. Itprovides a forum forh.
public’s involvement in decisions to expand capacity and to make major investments in
healthcare technology. Where good planning can be demonstrated, the current CON
policy isnot an impediment. Where there isnot good planning, the current CON policy
provides a reasonable check on the unrestrained proliferation of unnecessary services.

1 urge you 1o strengthen - not weaken - the existing Certificate ofNeed laws by opposing
SB 256, or requiring that all providers interested in offering substantive health services
demonstrate a real need exists ina community before any new category of service (such
as an ambulator}” surgery center) is introduced to a community. Without demonstrating
true need, community hospitals will be at great risk of losing their fiscally strong
programs to providers not able or willing to address important, but unprofitable services
such as mental health, long-term care, hospice, home care, or routine nursing Services.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

Charles E. Hoi
1223 Wildrose
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 452-6373

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

Representative Gary Wilken
State Capitol

Room 514

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Wilken:

You are known foryour attention to the statewide impact of passing any legislation. |
strongly recommend you evaluate proposed changes to the Certificate of Need

program inSB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

These changes will effectively remove the CON process. This process isspecifically
designed to protect the consumer from unsafe practices anci huge Increases in
healthcare aosts. The CON has never stood in the way of thiscommunity getting the
heairhcare itneeds, Put ithas stood inrhe way of getting infrastructure thatwe don™t

need.

Please make a thorough ValUation Of these hills before letting them move tnrough
our legislative system. What may seem a small thing now could have major impacts
on the [0NQ-raNge healthcare awilbility to all Alaskans.

Thank you for keeping the best interests of all Alaskan's in the forefront.

Sincerely,

/A)>

Marionette D. Stock
485 Ballsine Rd
Fairbanks, AK 99709

CC. Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8,2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol

Room 102

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill:

There are a number ofbills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

lam concerned that lifting the current CON threshold would place our state’s community
hospitals in financial jeopardy. Ifspecialty services are allowed toavoid the CON
process and pluck the high payors from the market, community hospitals will be at great
risk of losing their fiscally strong programs. This will leave them struggling to provide
the sorely needed but unprofitable services such as mental health, long-term care,
hospice, home care, or routine nursing services. Please don *t let this happen to our

community.

Thank you for yourconsideration of tirs,  spective.

r
Sincerely,

CW

Cheryl Onstadv

1308 28thAve.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
907-457-1852

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



John Davies

Room 415
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davies,

I wanted to let you know how | feel about SB256, HB407 and HB485. These
bills, which deal with healthcare and Certificates of Need, are being debated and
voted on this week and | am keeping a close eye on what happens.

By changing the existing law, you would encourage a number of new, for-profit
healthcare clinics. If these clinics were owned by the doctors, which they would
most likely be, then the doctors would be faced with the dilemma of how to
increase their savings accounts while practicing good medicine. |worry that
either my family or myself will undergo unnecessary treatment, just because my

insurance will pay for it.

Please do not pass SB256, HB407 and HB485. Thank you for your time. Keep
up the good work.

Very truly yours,

Clover Tiffany
P.O. Box 329
Ester, AK 99725

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7,2002

Senator Pete Kelly
State Capitol

Room 518

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Kelly:

There are a number ofbills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeeds laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

The challenge of providing optimal access to healthcare in the unique and fragile sole-
community hospital towns of Alaska isof great concern tome. Iam concerned that
lifting the current CON threshold of $1,000,000 or, worse yet, eliminating the need for a
Certificate ofNeed Incommunities greater than 55,000 residents, will jeopardize the
health of our state’scommunity hospitals.

lurge you to strengthen -not weaken - the existing Certificate ofNeed laws by opposing
SB 256, or requiring that all providers interested in offering substantive health services
demonstrate a real need exists ina community before any new category of service (such
as an ambulatory surgery center) is introduced to a community. Without demonstrating
true need, community hospitals will be at great risk of losing their fiscally strong
programs to providers not able or willing to address important, but unprofitable services
such as mental health, long-term care, hospice, home care, or routine nursing services.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

Sincerely,

bdura Wilson

1162 Kiowa CtRd
North Pole, AK 99705
907-488-0163

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7,2002

Senator Pete Kelly
State Capitol
Room 518

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Kelly:

There are a number ofbills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate of Needs laws, including SB 256, MB 407 and MB 485.

The challenge of providing optimal access to healthcare in the unique and fragile sole-
community hospital towns of Alaska isofgreat concern tome. 1am concerned that
lifting the current CON threshold of $1,000,000 or, worse yet, eliminating the need fora
Certificate of Need incommunities greater than 55,000 residents, will jeopardize the

health of our state’scommunity hosprtals.

lurge you to strengthen - not weaken - the existing Certificate of Need laws by opposing
SB 256, or requiring trat all providers interested in offering substantive health services
demonstrate a real need exists ina community before any new category of service (such
as an arbulator)” surgery center) s introduced to a conmunity. Without demonstrating
true need, community hosprtals will be at great nsk of losing their fiscally strong
programs to providers not able or willing to address important, but unprofitable services
such as mental health, long-term care, hospice, home care, or routine nursing Services.

Thank you foryour consideration of this perspective.

2618 Lee Ln
North Pole, AK 99705
907-488-0163

CC:  Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 5, 2002

Senator Gene Therriault
State Capitol

Room 121

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Therriault:

There are a number of bills being considered this legislative session related to
amending the current Certificate of Need laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and

HB 485.

The challenge of providing optimal access to healthcare in the unique and
fragile sole-community hospital towns of Alaska is of great concern to me. |am
concerned that lifting the current CON threshold of $1,000,000 or, worse yet,
eliminating the need for a Certificate of Need in communities greater than
55,000 residents, will jeopardize the heaith of our state’s community hospitals.

The CON has never stood in the way of this community getting the health care it
needs, but it has stood in the way of it getting infrastructure that we don't need.

Certificates of Need (CON) ensure that unnecessary facilities are not built. If
there’s no need for a facility, yet a group of doctors builds one, | know that

there’s u potential conflict of interest there. If they tell me to go to their facility,
how am | going to know that they’re saying that because it's the best thing for

me?

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

Sincerely,

Marfa Brackney

1923 Parham-McCormick
North Pole, AK 99705
907-488-0959

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol

Room 102

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill:

There are a number of bills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws and 1am concerned regarding their unintentional

consequences.

lam concerned that lifting the current CON threshold of $1,000,000 will jeopardize the
health of our state™s community hospitals. By raising the threshold, you will be
eliminating CON review for all but the most expensive prograns. These are the
programs where planning ismost thorough but where outside CON review the lesst
valuable. We need to be concerned about the smaller programs where a provider might
be playing a hunch, thus increasing the risk to which the community isexposed. Ithink
that the threshold should remain where itis so thatwe don *thave providers spending

money on things we don’tneed.

Thank you foryour consideration of this perspective.

1
1216 281hAve.

Fairbanks, AK 99701
007-456-1827

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

Representative Jim Whitaker
State Capitol

Room 415
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Whitaker:

There are a number of bills being considered this
legislative session related to amending the current
Certificate of Need laws, including SB 256, HB 401 and HB

485.

1 believe that lifting the current CUN threshold of
$1,000,000 or, worse yet, eliminating the need for a
Certificate of Need in communities greater than 55,000
residents, will cause more harm than good.

Competitive markets, even for specific services, will r.ot be
created in Alaska by the addition of several new providers
of services. The action of other factors make it impossible.
And, since the introduction of the new providers into
markets is likely to create excess capacity, it is also
likely to result in higher prices rather than lower ones.
Please do not pass SB 256.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

K itsy J?ounds

929 15th Ave, #2
Fairbanks, AK 99701
(907) 452-5852

cc: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS

Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

Senator Gary Wilken
State Capitol

Room 514

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilken:

There are a number of bills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

Idon"t see how the current CON regulations are anti-corpetitive. We all know that
patients and doctors aren’tegual players in the game of healthcare. When 1go to the
doctor, Idon“tknow what Ineed, how much itshould cost, or even which specialist is the
best for my particularneed. 1relyon my doctor t &l me, and Idon*twant the doctor’s
opiNnio. . be influenced by how he or she will financially berefit.

I agree that health care isa very imperfect market where other controls are required. CON
isone of them. Your proposal effectively abolishes CON forall but the very largest

projects, and this isa mistake.

I urge you to strengthen - not weaken - the existing Certificate of Need laws by opposing
SB 256, or requiring that all providers interested in offering substantive health services
demonstrate a real need exists ina community before any new category of service (such
as an anbulatory surgeiy center) is introduced to a conmunity. Without demonstrating
tine need, community hospitals will be at great risk of losing their fiscally strong
programs to providers not able or willing to address important, but unprofitable services
such as mental health, long-term care, hospice, home care, or routine nursing Services.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.
n

1211 Grenac Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
(907) 479-6328

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7, 2002

Representative Jeanette James
State Capitol

Room 214

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Jeanette James:

I am writing tc you out of concern about a number of bills being considered this
legislative session related to amending the current Certificate of Need laws,
including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

| agree that health care is a very imperfect market where other controls are
required. CON is one of them. Your proposal effectively abolishes CON for all but
the very largest projects, and this is a mistake.

There is a nationwide shortage of nurses and other health care personnel. I'm
worried that the new services that would start up under a revised CON policy like
the one you're suggesting might be forced to skimp on the quality of their staff
just to keep it open.

It's not a normal business. How can health care be cheaper in the long run if we
let the providers (physicians) themselves build facilities and buy equipment
without showing somebody that they've done their homework and it's really
needed? Maybe they just want it. And they’re going to get all of us to pay for it.

In health care, | can't really choose what to buy and what not to buy. | listen to
the physician’s advice. I'm afraid that I'll end up getting tainted advice because
the physician will gain personally by the option he or she is suggesting.

Thank you for your support.

CC: Interior Delogation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

Representative John Davies
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davies:

There are a number of bills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws, including SB 256. HB 407 and MB 485.

1think the current- 3N system is fairand competitive. Ifa service can prove it isneeded
In the community, thenaCON can be ootained. ltdoesn*tgive any preference to one
applicant over another - each of the altermate proposals isevaluated and the best one s
granted aCON and authorization to proceed. Changing the CON requirements will
encourage a greater number of smaller, self-interested providers. [Ifthe provider is “for
profit” the best interests of the patients may not be the most profitable.

1 urge you to strengthen - not weaken - the existing Certificate ofNeed laws by opposing
SB 256, or requiring that all providers interested in offering substantive health services
demonstrate a real need exists ina community before any new category of service (such
as an ambulatory surgery center) is introduced toa community. Without demonstrating
true need, community hospitals will be at great risk of losing treir fiscally strong
programs to providers not able or willing to address important, but unprofitable services
such as mental health, long-term care, hospice, home care, or routine nursing Services.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

Sincerely, ~

NUIULD A WUk
1211 Grenac Road .
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

(907) 479-6328

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

Representative John Davies
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davies:

There are a number ofbills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

lam concerned that lifting the current CON threshold of SI,000,000 or, worse et,
eliminating the need for a Certificate ofNeed in communities greater than 55,000
residents, will create more problems than good.

Competition inmost industries isa good thing, but changing the existing CON policy
would not create a positive competitive market. There simply isnot enough volume to
support additional, duplicative services. This increased supply would lead to higher
prices, not lower, as the conventional model of competition would imply. To pass SB
256 would be to increase supply and therefore increase aost.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

Gayle Trettevik

2672 Bonanza Trail
Fairbanks, AK 99709
907/452-3292

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8,2002

Senator Gary Wilken

State Capital

Room 514

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilken,

I have concerns about a number of bills being considered in this legislative
session. Those hills are related to amending the current Certificate ol "Need laws (bills SB
256, HB 407, and HB 485).

believe that there isa need for strong (I]\I laws to prevent lnmry fecilities
from being bulkt. In Fairbanks we have a non-profit community hospital that has
maintained some of the lowest prices, Ifnot the losest, In the state for services. They
have been very responsive to community needs to the point of putting in services that
dontnecessarily pay for themselves, but are direly needed by the community. If
unneeded Fecilities are allowed to come into the community and allowed to undermine
the He jpital that this community has worked so hard to build twould be a great
disservice to the people living here.

A strong CON law that preserves the current threshold allows review of projects
before they are buiktand for Fairbanks this iswhat we need. These laws would not
preclude someone from building a facility ifthey can show a need was present in the
community. The CON law helps avoid the unneeded fecilities and the problems they
cause, such as having two underutilized fecilities causing inefficiencies and driving costs
up not bringing them down.

1 urge you to oppose changes inthe current CON laws to protect the people of
Fairbanks. Thanks you for readme and considering my perspective on this subject.

~\752 Donohue Dr.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712
907-457-2203

CC. Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green. Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 9,2002

Senator G_arY Wilkin
State Capito

Room 514

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilkin:

This letter is written to express m fe_e_lin?s v,n the bills being considered this legislative session
related to amending the current Certificate of Need laws, inCluding SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

The current CON regulations are fair. 1f there's no need, then the community needs to be able to
say NO. And if there is a need, then we should be able to have a say in who gets to build it.

We're not talking about providers not being allowed to provide services that they can show are
needed. The current CON rules let them do tliat already. We are talking about 4 proposal to
allow providers to build facilities without having to show that they are needed. The doctors will
tell us where to go for services - we won't really decide for ourselves what's best, because we

won't know.
Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.

Sincerely,

BenWolfe
593 Terrace Drive
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

CC: Interior Delegation _
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7,2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol

Room 102

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Coghill:

There are a number of bills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate of Needs laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

The challenge of providing optimal access to healthcare in the unique and fragile sole-
community hospital towns of Alaska sofgreat concern tome. 1am concerned that
Iiftng the current CON threshold of Si,000,000 or, worse yet, eliminating the need fora
Certificate of Need In communities greater than 55,000 residents, will jeopardize the

health of our statescommunity hospitals.

lurge you o strengthen - not weaken -the existing Certificate of Need laws by opposing
SB 256, or requiring that all providers interested in offering substantive health services
demonstrate a real need exists ina community before any new category of service (such
as an anbulatory surgery center) is introduced t a community. Without demonstrating
true need, community hospitals will be at great risk of losing their fiscally strong
programs to providers not able or willing to address important, but unprofitable services
such as mental health, long-term care, hospice, home care, or routine nursing Services.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

Sincerely,

1162 Kiowa Ct Rd
North Pole, AK 99705
907-488-0163

CC:  interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chi m Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 7, 2002

Representative Jeanette James
State Capitol

Room 214

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Jeanette James:

i am writing to you out of concern about a number of bills being considered this
legislative session related to amending the current Certificate of Need laws,

including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.
| agree that health care is a very imperfect market where other controls are

required. CON is one of them. Your proposal effectively abolishes CON for all but
the very largest projects, and this is a mistake.

There is a nationwide shortage of nurses and other health care personnel. I'm
worried that the new services that would start up under a revised CON policy like
the one you’re suggesting might be forced to skimp on the quality of their staff
just to keep it open.

In health care, | can't really choose what to buy and what not to buy. | listen to
the physician's advice, iI'm afraid that i’ll end up getting tainted advice because
the physician will gain personally by the option he or she is suggesting.

Thank you for your support.

34 flg /o(cHi Rel
A)r,~4h 20Wf 4K 977 45

W-30P/ £
CC: Interior Delegation

Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol

Room 415
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Coghill:

| am writing you to ask for your support concerning hills that are currently befo e
the legislature this session. These bills would allow changes to the Ceitificate If
need process that exists here inthe state of Alaska. | am specifically interested

in HB 407, HB 485 and SB 256.

My concern over these bills is related to the Ion?, term healthcare services for the
peoale in the interior of Alaska. | believe compefition is a needed item in certain
markets. However it does not make sense in this one. We have the lowest cost
healthcare in the state with our present system and provide services that have a
real need notjust ones that are money makers.

If lunderstand these hill cor,rectly{ they would take away/amend the current CON
process and allow other entities to come in and provide duplicate services that
would erode our ability to provide the services we need here in ouy community. |
am not saying that providers would not be allowed to provide services that they
can show are needed. Our current CON process let them do that already. | ani
talklnq about the ability to allow providers to build facilities without having to
show he,Y are needed. The current CON has never stood in the way of this
community getting the healthcare it needs.

Please show your support for this community by opposing these bills and
allowing a system that works work the way it should.

Linette Jordan  »
3350 Thomas lot 8
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

CC: Interior Delegation _
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 9, 2002

Senator G,ary( Wilkin
%tate Caﬂto

oom 5
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Senator Wilkin:

| am writin% P{OU to comment on the bills being considered tliis Ieﬁislative session related to amending the
current Certificate of Need laws, including SB"256, HB 407 and HB 485.

Certificates of Need (CONJ ensure that unnecessary facilities are not built. 1 ihcre’s no need for a facility,
yeta?roupofdoctors builds one, I know that there's a potential conflict of interest there, It they tell meto

go to their facility, how am I going to know that they're saying that because it's the best tiling for me?

Research has proven that in slates with no CON, the quality of care declings after the CON is removed,

The same study, done by the University of lowa, also shows that the hospitals in non-CON states have
lower patient levels, but liighcr treatment costs per patient. It would be a shame to pass SB 256 and destroy
our healthcare system here’in Alaska.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.

/

Michele Hobbs
P.0. Box 83911
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

CC: InteriorDelegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 8, 2002

Representative John Coghill
State Capitol

Room 102

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Coghill: *

There are a number ofbills being considered this legislative session related to amending
the current Certificate ofNeed laws, including SB 256, HB 407 and HB 485.

The current CON regulations are fair. Ifthere’s no need, then the community needs to be
able to say "no." And ifthere isa need, then we should be able to have a say inwho gets
to build 1t We ’re not talking about providers not being al lowed to provide services that
they can show are needed. The current CON rules letthem do that already. We are talking
about a proposal t allow providers to build fecilitieswithout having to show that they are
needed. The doctors will tell us where to go for services - we won *treally decide for
ourselves what’s best, because we won *tknow.

lurge you to strengthen - not weaken - the existing Certificate ofNeed laws by opposing
SB 256, or requiring that all providers interested in offering substantive health services
demonstrate a real need exists ina community before any new category of service (such
as an ambulatory surgery center) is introduced to a community. Without demonstrating
true need, community hospitals will be at great risk of losing their fiscally strong
programs to providers not able or willing to address important, but unprofitable services
such as mental health, long-term care, hospice, home care, or routine nursing services.

Thank you for your consideration of this perspective.

Sincerely,

mA

Sanies R. Anderson
845 Birch Hill R.oad
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712
(907) 479-6328

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



Daniel A. Johnson

1215 Saint Anton Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99712

March 7, 2002

Representative Hugh Fate
State Capitol

Room 416

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative

I am writing to you concerning legislation that will affect the current Certificate of Need
laws, SB 256 and HB 485.

Certificates of Need help to ensure that unnecessary and expensive medical facilities
are not built. In addition, they support the concept of community hospitals where all
patients and all conditions are treated. Without certificates of need, facilities can be
built which “cherry pick” or treat only the most lucrative patients, thus undermining
community hospitals. In addition, for a community like Fairbanks, redundant facilities
divide the health care market among several facilities will only undermine efficiencies
and economies of scale.

There are many other reasons to support strong Certificate of Need laws, but | feel very
strongly that the current laws benefit the community and have proven themselves to be
reasonable and effective.

| urge you to support the strengthening, not weakening of our Certificate of Need Laws.

Sincerely,

Daniel A. Johnson

Cc: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS
Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



March 6, 2002

Representative Hugh Fate
State Capitol

Room 415

Juneau, AK /99801—1182

Dear Representative Fate:

There are a number of bills being considered this legislative session related
to amending the current Certificate of Need laws, including SB 256, HB 407

and HB 485.

The current CON regulations are fair. If there’sno need, then the
community needs to able to say "no." And if there jsa need, then we
should be able to have a say inwho gets to build it Furthermore, where
good planning can be demonstrated, the current CON policy is not an
impediment. Where there isnot good planning, the current CON policy
provides a reasonable check on the unrestrained proliferation of

unnecessary services.

| also think the current CON system is fair and competitive. If a service

can prove itisneeded in the community, then a CON can be obtained. It
doesn't give any preference to one applicant over another - each of the
alternate proposals isevaluated and the best one isgranted a CON and

‘authorization to proceed.

Thank you for your consideration of this' perspective’.

Sincerely,|

CICA 1 -IDecVy o Lo

Carol Barnett

1696 Dredgeview Drive
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712
455-7456

CC: Interior Delegation
Senator Lyda Green, Chair, Senate HESS

Representative Fred Dyson, Chair, House HESS



