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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 99( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sj)msor(s): REPRESENTATIVES MCGUIRE, Dyson

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to school discipline and safety programs; and providing for an effective

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.33.120(a) is amended to read:
(a) Each governing body shall adopt a written school disciplinary and safety

program. The program requi.ed under this subsection must include written

(1) standards for student behavior and safety that reflect community
standards and that include, at a minimum, basic requirements for respect and honesty;
standards required under this paragraph must be developed and periodically reviewed
with the collaboration of members of each school, parents, teachers, and other persons
responsible for the students at a school; a governing body may require that standards
developed under this paragraph be consistent for all schools in an attendance area or

the district;
(2) standards relating to when a teacher is authorized to remove a

-I- CSHB 9( )



© oo N o o A L™

N NN DD
W NP oo bR RBEBERORERS

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 243181

student from the classroom for
(A) failure to follow student behavior and safety standards; or

(B) behavior described under AS 14.30.045(1) or (2);

(3) procedures for notifying teachers of dangerous students consistent
with AS 47.12.310(h);

(4) standards relating to when a teacher, teacher's assistant, or other
person responsible for students is authorized to use reasonable and appropriate force to
maintain classroom safety and discipline as described under AS 11.81.430(a)(2);

(5) policies necessary to comply with provisions of state and federal
law, including 20 U.S.C. 1400 - 1485 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act);

(6) standards to address needs of students for whom mental health or
substance abuse may be a contributing factor to noncompliance with the school

disciplinary and safety program;
(7) policies for implementing a student conflict resolution strategy,

including the nonviolent resolution or mediation of conflicts and procedures for

reporting and resolving conflicts;
(8) procedures for periodic review and revision of the school

disciplinary and safety program.

* Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

TRANSITION. A governing body of a school district shall amend the district's school

disciplinary and safety program as required by sec. 1of this Act by January 1, 2002.
*Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 2001.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

HB 99
School Discipline and Safety

HB 99, “An Act relating to school discipline and safety programs; and providing
for an effective date,” seeks to address ways to mitigate violence in Alaska’s schools.

Violence in Alaska’s schools has recently been brought into the community
spotlight as a result of serious physical altercations between students. These particular
fights have been extremely violent resulting in severe bodily harm and even leaving one
student comatose. These cannot be considered isolated incidents from those that are
never reported. Education requires our children to learn how to live in society through
the acceptance of rules and community values. Those values need to be taught by
parents, teachers and peers. But somewhere we lost that process in our schools.

HB 99 will be another tool available to schools to help confront both violent and
non-violent conflicts. It amends Title 14 of Alaska Statutes to include policies that will
seek to initiate a student conflict-resolution curriculum that will provide methods of
nonviolent resolution and mediations of conflicts to students, teachers and associated
persons. HB 99 seeks to recognize and enforce existing behavior standards by giving
students alternatives for solving problems besides the use of violence. Students will learn
valuable lessons that will hopefully result in a safer education environment for all of our
children. By integrating this way of learning into schools’ core curriculum, these policies
are targeted at helping students resolve problems before they escalate.
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Policy Manual Update 200J -
School Disciplinary and Safety Program
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AASB Policy Manual Update includes pr'icies and/or
administrative regulations about the following:

Garerdl policy implerenting school disaipline and saiety program
Rolictes relateclto general conmrunity Sanckrcs

Rolidesedific tostudent beravior and cisoiplire

Rolicyautlining procectres for notifying teedhers of cangerous Suckrts
Rlictes recaraingystancarcs forvihen a teacher ey Lge ressonele and
aopniate force to aintain dlassroomsafety anddscipline
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AASBPolicy Manual Update, developed in Not>eniber 20(H), may
bepurchasedfor the price o f$500 annually. Oryou may
purchase the entire up-to-date AASB Policy Reference Manual
fo r only $600. For more information contact Sharon Young or
AnitaJohnson at (907) 586-1033 or email: syoungdFaashb.og
or gjohnson @gash.org.

Policy
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legal review and annual updaies.
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Chapter 78, SLA 99
School Crisis
Response Plan
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attencance areashall conplete e
initial school Speaific arisis resporee
lan requiredl by A5 14 33100 actid
sec.| ofthis A, on or before
" These ool

qmdﬁcna%mdbe e
a the school steand the distit
e

Chapter 114, SLA 00
School

Disciplinary and
Safety Prograrr
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Membership Directory

Please notify the Assodation of
Alaska Schod Boards Office
with any dxmgesyour district
or boardbai* incurredsince
publication.
Emailyour newinformation to
aash&aash.org or
callat (907) 586-1083
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Intervention Strategies used by Districts -
under the Alaska Quality Schools Initiative

Intervention Strategy Number of Participating Districts
Reported/FV2000 Propoced/FY2001

Tutoring 10 26
Summer School 24 24
Extended Day 12 22
Focus on Reading 34 22
Improve Instructional Strategies 5 12
Training 16 12
Additional Staff - Aides 8 1
Focus on Math 15 1
District-wide Inservices 9 1
Personalized Education Plans for more students 3 10
Use of Technology 5 9
Small Group Instruction 3 8
Special Remedial Classes 4 8
Community/Parent Involvement/ 4 7
New Course Development in Math 7
New Course Development in Reading X 7
Additional Staff - Teachers 3 6
Improved Home-School Communication 6
Early Elementary Reading and Writing 4 5
Personal Skills for Students 7 5
Smaller Class Size 5
Focus on Writing 8 4
Saturday School 4
sStudy Skills 4
Alternative Programs 5 3.
Focus on Special Education 2 3
School to Work Progrant 1 3
Aligning Curriculum to Standards 6 2
Course Modification 2
Develop Database for Student Accountability 2
New Course Development in Writing 2
School Readiness Program 2
Writing Assessments 6 2
Improved Bilingual Program 2 1
Math Assessments 4 1
Reading Assessments 7 1
Teacher Collaboration 2 1
Transition Program 1
Developing Standards-Based Lessons 4

District Goal Setting 4

Department of Education nncl Early Development
January 20,2001



Sbolpun ahofls IMtor tho floor of tho high school commons'orea whoro poflcé bollovo Evan Ramsey openod firei Wednesday.

e mellowest kicF

.<vDon Ramagy hasn’t hod J lot -'Ramsey, aformer Anchorage*
of contact with'his middle .son/-, cab driver now staying Inareals
Evan, 'lately; Gt Vitednnideajd he*-idanidakprogram’ Tor homclcaSij
was'stunned lo learn that police.:! veterans, .was’. paroledj;lei .
In.'Belhel were,aa Incl;.the bOK_ month after aerVing morcsthaitj
hadwalked..Into..the.focal .MIRAL10 years for his own.l98dearly
school and shot- fourJJeophe; mofning assaujt'on the offices'
hUllng-the pringipal end a stu
deni and wou_ndln? two others,

"l can't believe that," Ramsey.
said. “He's .the mellowest kli.
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{"paramount leader, Deng XI-
C

Ccomp

jyson's disease and a lung In-,
Jsl}-/fe,c,tl_bn al age 92, Hla death Jec.

(and ROSJMARY SHINOHARA
Nawl rpongrs .
{j&VBETHEL-AactthInfhi h school
JihJdent walked Into school ‘Wednes-
day morning with a shotgun and
i opened fire; wounding three stu-
~dents, one fatally, before he stalked
«and. killed the Bethel high school,

.‘princigal. - .
Students and officials Identified
the killer as Evan Ramsey, 16, son of
Donald Rnmsey of Anchotrage, Only a
month ago, the elder Ramsey was re-
leased from.prison after serving 10
years for-taking a rifle Into the An-
chorage Times office and attacking
ublisher Rob Atwood and his daugh-
er, Elaine Atwood. The Atwoods
wTeailed Ramsey to the ground.
The principal, Ronald D. Edwards,
. 50- was a veteran Rush educator
whose daughter _end son attend
Dcthel Regional High School.
_ Sophomore Joshua Palacios, 16, a
rising local basketball ploycr, was
critically Injured with multiple shot-

Pimm ate PsQt A SHOOTING’

® INtID Il Slslo.n-
year-oW Joshua Pala-
tios was a liar basket-
bal player for Bofrwi
Reo*onal H»gh Behoof.
Gtor/ and more photos.
Pxfle A7.

A commilled-educator

OCMQXIAOPINO: A min d op-
. WASHINGTON — Chins’s. posing leQactss. A-S

During almost a decade as
Ravteachér .and principal lif
drural Alaska, Ronald Dole Ed-
fwards and his family, trav-
[pgied’ to soma of o ante's

enee of gloallpower steadily
#oward eljln florta ge?ade,

movement ahalysts Delieve
-wllfeitay more.or lest on

509'”% tiled Wedticaday of  Deng-s death Is not expect- Irack sf.er Deng's eAtK
ications from Parkin- o4 EO liter Chlna' Vi

j-panlc Ira— Vi
o.ryasthe worldbs rf]astest- JR? P.olwegm eCﬁrlmom ca]ll_y,

pollilcii miwily

v ojlels the Way for bureau: jouse whose mourning com- Into the next century/*-ssld

cratlc Infighting that could : ; ;
merc'alqlggfnlgﬂ |errr]t(mjrerﬂillin_ tantv secretary ‘of state who

served as President Clinton's '

confuse or evenJ)araIyze Im-
e

Oonn Xinbplnj analysishold Wednesday

Dolly News colMn night 1t)DAb"

;flort_ant policy decisions af-' t'}f HsIIn
eeling- 1,2 billion Chinese ether
and ell who deal with them, hove

W nilon Lord,a former arrnls-

point'man on China for the

ifilnp the bol- ﬁast four years. "The ques-.

on ts whether they're going*

Bethel the chance to pIaY Ina
.bsskclball_leagfue,.By.aI a0-
Vcounts. hli wite," three chll. '
vdren and hls studenls
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to tie * cooperative power or
a disruptive one.t' :., .-
mDeng's departure augers
no Immrdlsle change In ex-
isting.U”. policy, which alms
la cngsge Chlna'scross a
broad slate of Issues ranging
from Dade snd human tights
lo drug trafficking and nu-
clear .wear)ons controls. m
0Chins Is expected to con-
tinue Its blistering 9 percent
annual economic growth rite.
American corporations will
Keep belling their fulures

wlwrt he hid served as prin
clpal since,]99J, and panenti
notedrviolence .was' Increas-

ing, loo, m
Over'ChritUmas'.bresk. a
student'brought « gun Into a
bssheibsU loumamenl at the
scho b,Just. lasi -week, sc-

Pwas. H, P.p. A-7, PQINCtPAtL. m

heavily on China, where U.S.
and other foreign companies
have Invested mote Ihan $115 .
billion to try to tap China's
vasl consumer .and labor
markets. :

‘Tor.- msny mompsnles,
Chins Is now an Integral port
of their long-term percep-
tions of their global competl-.
Ilveness," said Robcrt'Kapp,
execullv* dlrtctori«f- Iho
U7.-China Duslncia Council,
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with shells —

Palacioi, Lamont's friend,
wia with another student
near Ramsey. "They were
Just messing”around™ Lam-,
ont said., Palacios moved
away, decided Ramsey was-
n’'t going to do anyihIng with
the ‘gun; and came back and
sat down, Lamont said.

"l didn't aee him enter,"
Mclntyre said. "I Just aaw
Mm come near our table,"

Student Andy Angstman
said It wasn't that unusual to
aee weapons around tho
school. .

‘The kid came In with tho
shotgun and everyone wa:

aFertag. It was filled -
ells.

"whoa," Angstman said’
"Bui wc have'a ROTC pro-
ram here, and a lot of kids

ought It was probably
from“that, so there was a dé-
layed reaction. Then Josh
*3ld, "Hey, that'* a shotgun.’
Jle stood ‘up and said, "Hey, ,
why do you have Ihe gun
Jrene?" xe
‘LvfHe had the gun at his h E/".‘
and basically aimed at Josh/
Mcintyre aald. "When Josh
(Josh) Just said

aaw him,
to ‘get out of

rTm goin
herelg“ .

scribed

ular sophomore

making cutting jokes, some
times at the expense of oth-
ers, including Ramsey.

M cintyre said he was hit
In the shoulder by ohc of
the ﬁellets from “a round
it Palacios.

"All 1 remember Is a
whole lot of people running
and Jumping_out windows,”
she aald. "1 just found the
nearest exit and went out
that and tried to get help
from someone at the diesel
shop, and thaj’s when | no-
ticed ) was shol."

Lamont sold: "I dropped
down and tried to crawl

away. After that | don't rc*
member" .

. Jeffre){ Chon. 14, arriv-
ing late to school, uos met

by the sound of gunfire. He
looked down the hall sort

g U
B Ronald Ghto Edwards',

50. principal ol BotNrt Re-
gional High School. Hla
wife, Cin %,'Is a substitute..
loocher who waa at the;*
-school wt»on ho was shot,—-
os wore hla two okJor chil-
dren. Trevor. 19, and Mao- ¢
%an. 16. His youngost child,

on. Is a fourth-grador ot
Klibuck Jichool. An ex-Morlno
hla fomlly camo to Alosko

In 1068.

mJjoshua Pnlacioo, JO,
aophomoro, waa sitting In
tho lobby aroa vdth irtonds
wTxin ho was shot In the
stomach. Ho was a varsity
boskotholt piayor. Ho waa
flown to Anchorage end
had just omorgod frixnesse«.

trvoo.hours ol"surgery when he dkek]
Wo”adny.eytming. lamotherb a health- '
care worker and Na fothof works*with prtaon-
a r™ hallwayhouse.H o~ , younger

Oul of school. | WAI running V ued. teflrhf-r. *hauanVhkrrl.

. planter..
lie_thought about tack-
ling. Ramsey, he said, but
defided against It. As Ram-
aey walked out of sight,
llodglni -an from Ihe build-
ing, Then turned to watch
through Ihe windowa, He
saw Ramsey slslking lhe
hallwsys,' firing agsin snd
again ‘al Ihe celling, the
piaster raining down.
_Teachers were yelling al
him lo pul downthf gun,
llodglns said. Ramsey jusl
eloaded. '

llodgins heard another
shol, “then, a_ acream
Through Itic window, hr
said, e saw Edwards _fall
face down, llodglns didn't
arc lhe principal gel hit, bui
Il looked like lie waa shut In
llu- back, hr Raid

. Edwards and

:_:J\y\e##llt understand It bet-

Al The end of Ihe meeting,
the group formed a huge
circle, and a woman sang a

‘mournful Yup'lk "purifies-

i
jti

lion song" as some students
quietly oong along. They
Ihen said the Lord's Prayer.
« During ihe afternoon
many of the students ha
signed,-handmade get-well
card for their classmate,
who waa dying, tn an An-
-chorage hospital. -

n' "Josh, we all care about
you," one aludenj wrote.
“We all love you,"

~Herron sdid the Bethel
high school has had only one
InCident. Involving guns In

mthe school. Thaj happened —
r.rover Chrisimas break when
i,aaiudent broughta gun to a

mhaskethall

tournament.
Though the student dJdn'l

«show "ihe weapon, author!-

S

u
m

i,

lies found out and expelled
the student for a year.

~ Inan Interview at hla An-
ichorage home, Donald Ram-
-aey sald he lasi saw his son
,In"1991, but tried lo slay In

Incontact with telephone calls,

19

.. Evan, snd

hla two broth-

lie n werti taken from their

Vi

. HIs JS-year-bld son, hy-
ron, told him several kids
jumped out a window and
fell about 10 feet to escape
| |
'« finally, calming
down,” Dull old aboul ihret
hours .arter the shooting.
"Nothing this bad has ever
—hawened InBethelJl
. Wednesday . afternoon,
Ihe school was deserted ex-
cept for troopers, and yel-
low crime acene tape Waa
draped around the entire
lobby and office area.
.~ Four ahoigun shell cas-
ings lay acallered around
the beide carpel In front of
the office. Posi-It notes near
the casings pointed lo pel-

lew. Lo<,
orThe-offlce and front'en<
trance are'oh a raised piste,
form, abqul three feet above

"MILIIL'H

arm.

Iroshman, Juniorverity  uf "I'm
m boskotball olayor. Hts tai.,_
7 trior,rlussoli Sr., It hond

ot the tocol housi\r}\? ou- ju
1-4tidrtty.-He was-elWng at a-

teblo with some litortds In

a lounge ores ot lh«

school'whon ho was ahot.

A cholﬁun pellet paasod

through his shoulder and lédem

lodged In a rib. Ho was Heeled ol the

+Yukon KuskokwIm Dolle Roglonat Hospital
memergency room arid roloosod.

mShnno Mclnlyro. 14. Is a ninlh-grador.
Ho wes Iroolod Icr a yround lo his rtghl
orm.M.cInllyro sold he tvas timng across —'
Irom his Irfend, Joshua Paloclos, al a lunBv
lablo In Iho schﬂol'bs Iltglnl IobbyvghonI;Rom- e Toungeay enliy ellow
soy camo Into tho-buliding nrmi>d witha , ! « tM& nge’ /Y EHOW-
tony%-bnrrelod shotgun. Whon Paloclos wail?-, [ lltFkenR - k'3, "W‘h‘fg-“a’e

iol' o7 ‘rline.-pne wall of.ihe [ounge;
ahol, a aholgurfpdiiol'alruch Mcinlryro. wa.-'7 '-T,WO&Tngrapahell_r.'cailrgﬂl ,
m ‘were-visible .nearjlhe.lock-

*

V=s b ion e po M TMj.Counsellng for studenla
entrance’. ha Raid

450 students were still In
Ihe buIIdIng_‘al Ihal

Ramsey Tired on
cers and” lhe officers
back, but no one
said trooper spokesman dreu, lwassad"D u | | VvV . | d J . e
Sieve Wllhciml. . "A lot. of eludenia hsd lcsra -fdm. 1OiA

.Despite  the _gunfire, in theireves $-.Individually, mostof the day.

Burke aald. three Bethel of-

] r “I found my iwo boye; KiVj
ficers entered ihe school and

| didn’t find their mother);. rit 1,

<

?hpe%rogggeﬁimgglrpaey’- who and they were eskl »r about'f* 551 24 -f --i" 82
Thess officers dud pretty, DG LY AR A frlytenM b 0P o LEem fo g
brave Muff In there," Said He aponed W.® lj- *

Ilurke, whose daughter_Isa tlirough » achool window.

Junior in Ihe school. "Thai i i BRI i
situation callsf flor Lgnoring ggﬁllﬁ]n?%npeefvé? frt])lﬂ?j thg[m'/r}a% " cooJris'ezPr ixifa Mai‘*
our nwn safe ecause | i to fi Had i %9 ,
here are peopleywho need Jé’f( F]ee |se£/|8 0 find she w’as W& eBéEd,!° lel P«T{r
your help' ) B V X

Word of the shooil' g L
spread through

quickl%
liclhel, a city of 5,300 people

mother and placed In foster
homes after Ramsey's ar-
rest. Evan and one brother
were slaying with Sue Hare,.
superintendent of Ihe Lower
KuskokwlIm School District
and Edwards' boss. .

« The son that the elder
mRamsey remembers was "a

real gentle little boy."
" "l'hove absolu_tel\{ no clue
as_to why he did this,” he

said, "He's like me In one
respect. He's alow to anger,
but whep he angera he
blows up *

Donald Ramsey aald he
last phoned hla aon about 10
daya ago. o

“lwish 1 could Just visit
him and hold:him I'I?ht
now," Donrid Ramaey aald.

Other_students had a dif-
ferent picture of.Evsn Ram-
sey. Ramaey, a Junior and a
slim youth of medium
height,"hid shaved hit head
and wore black T-shiria and
blue Jesns.. Students de-
scribed him as aquiet misfit
who-found rrt:difficult lo
make friends and weS often

absent, from cchpo). The
said. eJ_tls*[H rebeﬂ?gus att?’-J

tudiithai:,0 ften.got'hIm In .

E_ouble.u_rlih.‘.teachin and:
dwerdsj<$jpr}E.if.
-'.Ayear ngojlodetrta said;
Ramsey Ihreaiened lo bring ,
schoolland- shoot

one took him ae-

Hodglns aald.

of Ramiry'a./riends.' They
said Ramsey hsd lold them"

Tuesday .nlghEi.'thil he
E]anne lo'ga. to. school o'
ill Edwarda.,

sRamsey is scheduled (o
be arraigned InBethel Supe-
rior Coun.a!9:43.101. today..

Q Oatiy Riel rvpRiisrs OsntRSs
Slsntan, IhsllS'-.Teor- -. Don
Huntil anil LiaV'Dimt. con-

tribune lo ISII |



\kiw, H, Wcic uig‘luicU
IhOIP n pellotl' T edv were’)
treated by Bethel;doctor*
and released. .v
Accor,dl_ngi to eyewltncsB.T.
mnd official'.accounts; »tu-.Lj
drnti were gath,erln% In IhVK-]
fnalnlcnmffeareitbr-t ch%fr"
mchool when; at 8:45 B.m.,.10.A
minmes before classes were;/
lo begin, Ran»My>alked iflv]
fo By the time the.wrdy betT;
rune about 15 minutes later>|.
>< 'shot,\
IRRCATS Ipde ers ot desh
bethel police had Ramsey In*
custody. . o
Lamont was sitting with "
friends at a cafcteria-style /
table when he saw Ramsey
arrive with o 12-gnuge shot* = ) U, Lt
sgun. ) ) Russell Lnniohl, 15,-shows Ihe wound
"He had it In his hand. He  gle shotgun pellet he was hil with
was Ipdoklng around,” Lam-
ont said.

~Herron aald ihu lteihel
V.high school has had only one
Incident/Involving.'guns In
t.'nhe school:-Thai, haEpened
ojtovey'Chrlalmas break.when
JVastudenthroughta gun to.a
[tthaihetbaltt*vilournsmenl,
jalThough the:student."didn't
ytkhow -.tho weapon,-, authori-
ds'llea’.foundbut.’and expelled
T Ihe'itudent for a year.V.V-'
an Interview at his An-
jachbragh home; Donald Ram-
1)iBey said he last caw hll son
Inln=1991,-but fried to stay In
Sconlacl vrilh lelephone calls.
Jrj’Evin' and hit -two broth-
fc-ere 'were taken-.from their
jrriiolhcr.and placed In foster
pjhonies-after. jtatnsey's ar-
rest." Evan arid one brother

with Sue Hare,,

ndcnthf the Lower
School District

«In Ramsey’s other hand
was a ﬁaf)erbag. It was filled
with shells. .

Palacios, Lamonl’s friend,

mRonald Dolo Edwariis,
was with another student

50, principal ot Bolhol Ro-

near Ramsey. "They were QDI High School. Hb m
Just messmg around;” Lam- wrto, Clnay. Is n Bubstttuto,
ont aald. Palacios moved  tonchorwho wns ot tho :

was-
with
and

awoy, decided Ramsey
n’t going to do anyihin
the "gun; and came bac
sat down, Lamont said.
"] didn’t see him enter," )
Mclintyre said, "I. Just law on, toa tounh-gradof it .
him come near our table;" -KlIboek School/.
-A-Student~Andy~Angstman“" ~htrramlty‘camotoAlnskn
said It wasn’t that undsual to In 1988.
bee weapons around* the
fechool. e x K
I "The kid came In with the
shotgun and everyone was,
"whoa,*” Angstman' .said,
JBut we have’e ROTC pro-
ram here*, and a lot of kids .
ought It was 'probably’
from”that, so there was a d& *
layed reaction.' Then Joah '
maid, "Hey, that’s a'shotgun/
He stood up and said, "Hey,
why do you have the gun
ere?"’ 1
"He had ihe gun at his hip
and basically aimed at Josh,”
d. "Whin Jo¢
saw hlm, (J.osh) Just said L .-
) Vgom to ‘get out'of out of school. T was running
TI'ChTtt/' M n he'got up, he got "lformy, lIferand I'wot think- i

school whon ho was shot,

as worn hb two olOor chit-
dron.Tiovor, 16. and Moo- m
gon, 18. Hb youngestcnltd,

* Joshuo Pglactoa."e,.- i
sophomoro, was'sitting In i i
tho lobby area wtth trtonds
whan ho was shbl Intho j' -
otomoch. Hn was a varsity .
boskothBit ptayoriHo waa
flownto Anchorageand /"
hodjuslomorgod fram™V ty

—=

brothob vt

ihot." ng, “This can't happen
Kathleen Cline, 14. said [ * .
Ramsey fired from a dls- Erick llodglns, 18, said

lance op 12°t(r1S"feerrShe— Romscy smiled and toughed 'Bethel Police Department

.saw him aim at-Paloclos, de-- as he fired. While other stu-

scribedby studentsasapop--dents, fled,-llodglins was—trooper Sgt. Paul Burke.- He--wjio,

trapped In a corner, hiding
behind a planter.

i IleRthought haboutlthagki
ing. Ramse, apld’.bu
decgided agaﬁllnst %t. KS Rom;
sey walked out of sight,
llodglns ran from the build-

ular lophomorc who enjoyed
making cutting Jokes, some-
times at the expense of oth-
ers, Including Ramsey.
Mclintyre sald he waa.hit.'
In the shoulder by one of
round

the pellets from “a

that ﬁn Patacloa. ing, ‘then turned to watch
“All 1 remember la a through lhe windows. He

whole lot ot people running  $sW Ramsey stalking the

allways, firing sgaln and
ain “at the ctelling, the
aster raining down, "
Teachers were yelling at
*9 Rundown the-gdn
H?d lJns Bold. Ramaey. Jual
re ﬂ ed

and jumping out windows,
me said. "I Jusl found the a?
nearest exit and went out P
mat. and tried to r%get he!ﬁ,
Afrom eomconc at Ife dlee
ihop, and lhaj’a when I no-
llccd 1 was shot.”

Lamont said: "1 dropped* O,,d/gllns heard another
sdown and tried to crawl shot"/[then, e« acrcam.
away. After that | don’l re- Through the wlindow;:he
member.” = . eeld, e saw Edwards-fall
Jeffrey Chon, 14; arriv- face’down, |.!0d?|ﬂ5 didn’t
ing late to school, was met, see ihe primeipdiget hit, but

It looked like he was shot In
lhe back, he sold.-

Edwards, an ex-Msrtne,
had.worked for the district
since 1990 and has been at
the high school since 1993..
oth. Besides the two children In
oi of kids were like, the.school, a younger aon
"Run, run,' " Chon ssld, "I attends- elementary” school .
Just started runninF. The. in Bethel. Ills wife, Cindy
whole school wos In leara.”- + Is a substitute high schoo

"1 'wos r. 'it there at the teacher. Witnesses later
time when the three boys saw her comfortjng her dy-
got shot," said Cline. "1 was ing husband.
running away — running As the shootlng contln-

by the sound of gunfire. He'
looked down the hall and

. saw one student tying on the
ground and a rouble of oth-
grs crawling away, bleed-
ing. Another student hid be-
hlqltkalphone bo

n ex-Marino,*

throb hours ol ouigoty whon hb dkvd "..* ...,
Woctnosdo/.fryoning."Hu motrior to a hootth- -
coro workor and hb"latbdr works"with prison- 1
era Ina hotfvray houso, Ho has a younger

SHOOTING VICTIMS

freshman, junior varatiy
boskothall ployor. Hisla- .,
thor, Russnll Sr., Is head
ol the local housing tiu-
thortty. Ho wod Bitting al a
toblo'wtth fiomo Irlorfds In
a lounge aroa ot the
school'whon ha wbs shot.
A shotgun pe.liel possod
through his shoulder and: B
Todgod (na rib. Ho was tfeolod ol ttii ‘s 's
" .Yukgp KuskokwIm Dolto Regional Hospital.
emergency room and retoosod.

Edbviraids arid .

"» Shono Mclnlyro, 14, 1s o ninth-grodof..\
Ho wes traBIfx) tor a.yround to his right , -1
anT|.,McIntym said ho (vas sitting across tv]*
from his trtond, Joshua Palacios, at a lunBi;
table'ln mb school's Ironl lobby,yrhon:
+0y comB.Intq tho Jrulldlrig armed,wlU\
long”ionolbd shot?un.-w oii PotaClda
ehot, a ahplguripoTio!'struck McInUyra

= — Ddlyfiow hilfl

entrance, he Ssldv
Dulland plherp .
across.theviundrafjb*lhe
school; he sald.'srid'he'couM
sec the"woiry.In'>Ih'tlf'facet
He found> 1aWJw JEbbys.
amonﬂ abo'utl300'jiludehti
adubegilchrrallbd,;

the'cnfctertsi m*aVacpbralb
hulllddlng from Ihe'achool,“hr
aald.

ued. teachers began herd-
ng Ihe srudcnts Into ihe
school cafeteria. m

_Four stale troopers and
five or six officers from lhe

arrived at the school, said
said mony of the school's

450 studénts were still In
the butldln%’at that time.

Ramsey fired on the offt- "To gee'itic psrcnla gdInS
cers nn(?ythe of?lncers srlpt througﬁ the c‘?owd ‘01g stu-
back, but no one was hit, dents looking for their chll-;
aald trooper spokesman drcn, It wos sad,” Dull said,
Steve Wllhciml. ) "A lot of students hod teori

Despite the gunfire, Intheir eyes.

Burke 'sold, three Réthel of-
ficers entered the school and
approached. Ramsey, who
thqp_l_ﬁave himself up:

“I found my two boys, but
1 didn't find”their mother,
and they were asking about
her. 1 was Just os frightened

orMISSK-W SFiG el 1EFe ¥ RATHY 0Ll kg Tk

ron, lold him acvpral-klda-
jumped.out-a window and-
fell about 10 feetto escape
A tinally eI i
- enu finally./-e-ImIng,
down,' Dul y :
hnura.after the shootlnge.--
“Nothing this bad has ever-
ha peged Ié] Bethefli" vim
ednesda afternoon,
the schoofwga deserted ex-
cept'for troopefi, ar.d yal-
tow crime scene tape waa.
draped around-the -entire
lobby and office area. . ..
‘¢« Four(iihotgun shell;caa-.'
-InR* lay,-.scattered ,around

the.beige carpet In front of.->«|

the office. Post-It note* near.-
B }hf*.lctasmgs poin e,(bt(') pet;-

*trance'are’onji 3ralaed.pl!
I,/?]rm’EabouTthreefeﬁfabo

eJji>urigaymaN  gtgy
locke'rajandfatirbpn
ilhb'on'elwaltiof.Ihai]
W Aroiihell”
vlil

®P:Ilh
BiiCoupecllhL, ....
rsfaftrd'lfnmedlafelAdh

qu'?IijCuItUraIACehIeWirii"

—
=
w

L.wlll'coptlriugllKe resl'dr.tha:

\Ac(ﬁgf-\ﬂoled’{ﬁ%tmlcrro
mresidentJrofath«TfIfL bw '
uskokwIm'Scnool-Blit

School BosrdSM

BIi''A'lot'of peon!

.posed lo the Incident’

of itudentl/aldekf

erk',-1 Hefrori sald, --*,,-

Adentm kjirid jR Ittach

A

Tworker,i 'trielrlj1 omﬁle %'et}]ff
deal with the tragedy. The
counselors talked™10 people
Individually most of the day.
As dusk approached, about
60 students,and teachers
gathered for a meeting, and
people took turns descrlb-

l'aald’aboutthree .

;I'Ils",JéfY]ear-t’)Id son, By..The aou mat the elder

Ramsey remember* was "a
-real gentle llllle boy."
"Ml'have absolu,tel? no clue
as to why he did thla," he
aald.."He'a like mo-Ln one
reaped. He's alow to anger,
Jbut when he angera” he
blows up.”
. Donald Ramaey aald he
last phoned his aon about 10
daya ago. -
o (1 wlah 1 could Jusl visit
him; and-hold:him right
now,*; Donald Ramsey said
Other atudchti had a dIf-

;..ferent picture of Evan Ram-

v'aey. Ramsey,'a Junior and a
YnIHyout -'of medium
ht,"had shaved hla head
wore blackT-shins zénd
©.— m. studenta-. de-
aaquiet misfit
ItgdIfflcpltSlo

he

it

I 1 Jd>wali'oneti
thbientkfrei ikchooEEThey
iM Id-M jiir — brlllouVari
Sfudiythstroa

>;"iraSe{/eas.Ht Iptnaki

. fe'yea xlptnaki .

ftakn)lleifg]rgatjeriedptb bring
pt*rchooU ~dkstoot
‘e «

ISV RO MY

tMyrbrfjAngil'niori*Andy'a

arerland- Bethel lawyer,

robletf,CInY » bbi;*of<the

rthigrw ergy dlsurbing.
Jé'gemrlgﬁﬁﬁ’sﬁe'tinge
IIn,-th¢:[lbrafyib;lhreW :the
schilreViafourid}a-'»ctually

«!WpKk'id.»Khm5#'»'»d win,gled

-fheTddnC?

ir Iy_Afic.rr;thlgtdting home.-.Hod.

gins said, he talked to some
of Ramsey's friends. They
said Ramsey‘had lold them

Tuesday night that he
anned to go to school to
1 Edwsrds.

Rsmsey la scheduled to
be arraigned In Bethel Supe-

ose officers did pretty, and scored os they were.-mew (19 What they had seen that 1jo Coyrt at 9:45a.m. tod ay.
téruarvkee a\/(/er;r()fs.emdztara%rﬁferslglg e Spotted hl | e :tI5I®,,Cln*4-"‘A:id"-\Ql ‘*I-"* U Osay'h.ws r*pon.r. Danjus
st B el Tt WL oad At M S VGG Ry gt it
our own aafety’ Y A T HH(&&“]% I»vglllwg"_fvaa‘JT!_E!Ine\{i.i}}'*’n.|biter> "fclb'u,'r'P,otM.ryi>'«ys,.>-’,,3{‘ '
thereha{e peenie W need . OK he aald. :*0,3ivASSivieyrg;.VYj0.eed.te.W ««OPUES;s*; .o To . 'j
our help.™».
J Word p-of the shootlnb’

spread  qulckly Through
Bethel, a cit ofg,200 eople m
400 miles \A)//est.of.A[r)]chgr"' V \] T B P P
age. Arvin Dull,-manager of
Bethel's First National Bank m
of Anchorage, raced to lhe
school to search for his two
children and hll wife, who
works In the office... .
. "All my eggs werc'In one .
basket, sn Just as toon as I.
found out, J hod to go," he .
snld. .

The main road to the
school was blocked and a
trooper guarded the school's

‘He had the gun at his hip and basically aimed at Josh. '
When Josh-saw him, (Josh)just said, Tm going to get out ~
of here,*When he got up, he got shot.9

— Shana Mclntyre, 14
‘/ ivas right there at the time when the three boys got shot.
| was running away — running out of school: | was running~
(0/ my life, ~nd | was thinking, 'TJiis can't happen here.".9

— Katbtean Clint, 14

ulivrec



Anchorage Dolly Nows

PRINCIPAL:
Family, school
were Edwards’ life

[ Continued hom Pago A»l \]Jf

cording to icochcr Dexter Lemon, a %rqup of
glrls.scuffled in the hallway, pulling hair and '
awmdg Into lookers . . .

e nesdar morning, ihe unimaginable
hnppcned. Alaska Slate Troopers say a stu-
dent on a rampa%e fntolly shot Edwards and
student Joshun Palacios, and wounded two
other students hefore being ta{(en into cus- *

todg by police. . .
dwards wos 50, the father of a #Wear-old ft

and two teenagers. Left behind € Ron, aV
founh-grodcr ot KUbuck School; h.cagan, 16,%
and a junior at Bethel Regional High; and:}
Trevor, a 19-year-old senior. Cindy, his _\Nld*%j
ow, was working»* a substitute teacher sitheJl

highI school when he was shot. .-£* WW-WF- V-t 1

think Ron wos Jusl open tpVvelybbdyliJ-
He would always listen to whal-theydvould?/]
hove to say,"” sald Lemon, a frieh'd Who spent .
much of Wednesday with Cindy Edwards.

Edwards was a longtime teacher. He ?revr_&
up in Southern California and went to co [G%EI r
In Montana. He taught there for about eight
years before mova to Alaska. The firstl]
stop. In 1988, was Nikolski, population about*
35.0n a treeless Island with an erupting VolJv,
cano ond Aleutian weather so'stormy that .
days Fassed between mall plnnes, Edwards
taught at the liny school, huntqdijeeafc and.y
hadan open ear to villagers' conc*"TUT Wheh-
elders needed to heat their homes, *he would
haul driftwood from the bcach'Onra-four-
wheeler. recoiled a friend, ScottJ*err,.who
still lives there.

Elder Anna Krukoff is one of many who
stayed In touch, exchanging Christmascards
an callmcl; Edwards when her hushand, the
school custodian, died in 1995.

"Ron ond Cindy were good friends,”
Krukoff said. ‘They liked It here. Nice and
quiet, no traffic, clean air."

After three years, the Edwards family
moved on to the Kusknkwim Delta, where he
look a post as principal of the school In Kongi-
ganak, serving fewer than 100 students In’
grades kindergarten through 12,

Then, In 1993, he was picked for one of the

Donald

Ramso
listens lo hl)i/i
Inwyor. Craig
Howard, atlor
his conviction
In The attach
on lhe
Anchorage
Ttmos In
1986.

RAMSEY: Father
believe son did sho

Continued Irom Pnga A-l Ier,r&s Ovrv anylh‘"g,"t tw-sey f.:ﬁ mdm;\}lhs In -"[hce hole” at
“ehar! said, "We wen. just talking. and Mountain Correction-
by the publisher's refusal o ¥ had J0st wokg up; | cou?d al Center.

?rlnt 0 political ad, stormed
nto lhe newspaper armed
with a' rifle "and smoke
renades. Ramsey fired
some rounds, but the shock
wos unsuccessful; Atwood,
whu died last month, and his
daughter Elaine fought him
off “untij other ejnplpyces
helped subdue him.

Whcclchair-bound and 51.
Ramsey spends his days go
ing to counseling and ‘work-
ing nut on Nauulus_eﬂmp
ment to strengthen his le
Hr said he last talked to*

hear him crunc
of cereal ...

took mea few
together In her

motherf

where Twos...

didn't give me
of not being ha
Ramsey aa

that he was havInR any prob-

"1 Just called to let him
know J got out of prison. It

Sue (Hare, the boy’s foster
to let

"I talked to Evan ﬂ
20 minutes to a half-hour. He aFanm ent. he said When the

%_S seen his son since a prison
IS visit in 1991, but he has tried

BE2THELA”S"™ O OT INGS

biggge_r Jobs_in the Lower KuskoVSrim School*
District, principal of Bethel Regional High,
with more than 400 students. ” * .

An cx-Marine, Edwards served In Vietnam
ond wos a member of the Alaska Notjonal
Guard. He seemed to "walk tall" and had lots
of fresh |deas, sold Bob Herron, president of
the district's school board. He stoned a Ju-
nior ROTC program at Bethel High and
quickly earned the respect of teachérs and
students. )

The military bent didn't mean he was a
stem disciplinarian. )

"He was opprcachable,” Herron said. "If

-you were astudent, he was casy-to talk to. You

can'’t
oting

he's spent much of the last

hing on a bow! Ramsey said he loves his
three sons, but history and
his own recollections make it
clear that their uEbrmgmg
wh6 tumultuous. Ramsey's
stheories of a mid- )
1980s political conspiracy
against him grew out of the
frustrations “or having his
family live in a freezing

days to get it
e, aynd | cgalled

her know
robahly

any Indication place cough! fire, Ramsey
F(Py- . said, he was sure It hod been

he hasn't set by people who wanted to
silence him  Wednesday,
lean come to his eyes as fie

*Thursday, February 20,1997 mA—7 .

AVF RALF »Mm

WChOl}] ?r Jon Wodnssdby oftemoon lo discuss fuluie socurlty measures

weren't sfrxld’oi

Lemon agreed. If someone giot In trouble,
the teacher aald, Edwards would try to keep
the kid In'school Instead of Immedlate_lé/ look-
ing to suspend or expel. The gun Incident at
(he boskctbali tournament was unusual in
that the student was kicked ouf.

"He would always try to give the student
the benefit of the doubt," Lemon said.

Edwards encouraged sports and not only ot
Ihe high school. He saw basketball as a
healthy outlet for kids with little to do and
helped create a_proHram for clementary-agc
players, unlocking the high school Mmself on
weekends for gomes.

The three boys were split ?ot an interest In mechanics

always visualized one of mi-
eing, a cop,
lawyer, one a'doctor. Evan
wks always good at mechan-

up about a year after Ram-
sey’s arrest for the Times at-  nds,
tack. Evan and a younger
brother were pieced In the
foster care of Hare, now su- ics..;-

erintendent of the Lower

uskokwIm School District.
The oldest was placed In a
foster home in Anchorage.
rcoched  for  comment amse
Wednesday.

Ramsey said he thought
Evan's placement with Hare
was fonunate ond said she
had provided a better home
for his boys than he or hla
wflffe would have been able to lable
offer

ing about a

one a

"When he was a little boy,
he liked to take his toys span.
He wasn't destroying things,
he Jusl wanted
Their mother could not be theﬁ/worked.“_

! said he had never
discussed the drime that pul
him InJail with either of the
. "You're talk- cano
year-old whose )
father was a cab driver, who been trying to help me deal
went gast a_point or control-  with that."
ehayior," he sajd

Ramsey” was asked If he

0 Sec how

younger bogs

"Ron Edwords wasn't Just the principal out
here,"” said Jim Pace, who coached In th
kethall league. "He went the extra mile and
did other things for the community."

His familﬁ/ goi plenty of attention, too. Ed-
words watched

ketball Inthe winter, and softball in thé sum-
mer. Thfcy panned for gold together, hunted
caribou together, hike
gan's good grades hod him excited about the
prospect of her becoming valedictorian next

In the bas-

his yolngest, Ron, ploy bas-

together. And Mca-

_Edwards, said Leman, "did Jusl about any-
thing ond everything" for his kids.

*
lit .V.sl,.
&«

M Bethel

B population: 5.1%

|| locillon: 400 1it miles wat ol
Anchorage on the mouth ol the
Kmkokwim River. )
IBtconomy: Bilhel is Ihe ngorui hub
tor some 56 vilUges inthe Yukon-
Xuikokwim Delta. Government and
commercial fishing ire main
employers, but there ire also workers
mtoot{, uei. thnsponjion. medical
ure and other services. TN sak ot .
Hcohol is banned mtown,

ft Cultura: (subibhed byYup'fc
Eskimos. Beltol rsmnns isjUco with
strong Yup'lk ties to the Unguage and
i subsistence Irto.

1B Bethel Ri|lenal High School: :
Grades 7 through 12. wtih mors thin
350 students end | tun ol 30.

no* CVQimoM ovwWHm

son's actions Wednesday.

"l doubt seriously Ifit had
any impact on him, but who
con say? .., | dont think he's
trying” to. emulate the old
man, Impress the old man.
but who can say?" he aald.

_"People tell me they can't
visualize me doing what | did.
1 can't visualize” him doing
this, cither .. | think this
boy’s got my temperJHe'a
slow,to an?er, but when 1
blow ug, I blow up like a vol- 4 N
hese people (at tle

veterans' program) have

Ramsey leaned back in his V|
wheelchalr, eyes moist.



I tititik Uuii was jusl open Mj everybodly.4
He would always listen lo whM-They. would bl
hove to say,” aald Lemon, 0 friend whd mpcnt>'|
much of Wednesday With Cindy Edward*. r*>4«<

Edwards waa 0 [ongtime teacher. He prtwfc
up in Southern California and went to collle%e**
In Montt]ana. He taught the'rAeI fokr ab_IQHI eflg tl&

IS re mMovi aska. The fir*
&%’* In ?9%@, was Nﬁﬁl@i&d population about’;
35.0n a treeless Island with an erupting Vol
enno ond Aleutian weather ao stormy thatT
days passed between mall planes, Edwards
taught ot the tlnly echool, huntedngeesMnd.*.
hod on open car fo villagers' conc mI}\Vheb
elders needed to heat their horrfeV.'hé would
hnul driftwood from the beach'on;.;*,, four-
wheeler, recoiled o friend, Scott JIprf*.who
still lives there

Elder Anna Krukoff is one of many who-
Mayed tn touch, exchanﬁmg Christmas cards
and calling Edwards when her husband, Ihe
school custodian, died in 1993.

"Ron ond Cindy were.
Krukoff said "They liked it
quiet, no traffic, clean air."

After three years, the Edwards family
moved on to the KuskokwlIm Delta, where he
took a post os principal of the school In Kongi-
ganak, serving fewer than 100 students ‘in
grades kindergarten through 12.

Then, in 1993, he was picked for one of the

ood friends."
ere. Nice and

Donald
Ramsey,
listens lo his
lawyer, Craig

*Voe *etrv a*hi *ai» iaoo™ o".nm

ions and school stafl membor* meelvnih‘\he*Boihol Advisory S'chool'BoDfd on Wodnesday afternoon to discuss future security measures

Ihe district should tako.

hig%er Jobs In the Lowkt NUSRAMMM SEHooY’ ‘AN iisnt miale oy rm/

District, principal.of Bethel Regional High,
with more than 100 students. )

An cx-Marine, Edwards served In Vietnam
ond was a member of the Alaska Notional
Guord. He seemed to "walk tall" end had lots
of fresh ideas, said Bob Herron, president of
the district's school board. Ho stoned a Ju-
nior ROTC program ol Bethel High ond
quickly earned the respect of teachérs and
students

The military bent didn't mean he was o
stem disciplinarian. .

"He was approachable,” Herron said. "If
you were a student, he was easy to talk to. You

... Lemon agrecd.Jf someone qot In trouble,
the teachersaid, Edwards would try to keep
the kid in school Instead of Immedlate_lé/ look-
ing to suspend or expel. The gun Incident at
the basketball tournament "Zas unusuol In
that the student was kicked out.

"He would always try lo give the student
the benefit of the doubt," l.omon said.

Edwords encouraged sports ond not only ot
the high school. He sow basketball as a
healthy outlet for kids with little to do and
helped create a_proHram_ for elcmentary-agc
players, unlocking the high school himself on
weekends for games.

"Ron Edwards wasn't Just the principal out
here," said Jim Pace, who coached In the bas-
ketball league. "He went the extra mile and
did other things for the community."

Ils famiIP]/ %ot plenty of attention, too. Ed-
wards watched his youngest, Ron, ploy bas-
ketball Inthe winter, anc*"softball In'thé sum-
mer. They panned f_nrdgold together, hunted
caribou together, hiked together. And Mea-
Ran's good grades hod him cxclled about the
prospect or her becoming volcdlctorian next
ear

. Edwards, sold Lemon, "did Just about any-
thing ond everything" for his kids.

Bethel
EPcps_Iitlsn' 195 )
location: 40 air miles wtsi ol

Ancabrsgi on tIx mourn ol lot
Kuskokvilm Rlvr

D feongmg': Beltit! It Ihe tsglonjl huh
loi some 36 villages Inthe Yukon-
kuskokwim Della. Govamment aao
commeiclal fishing tie mala
empioytit, but then an also workts
inlood, fuel. Inntponallon. magical
can and olhar servkas. Ttn uté ol .

Howard, otter
his conviction
in Ihe Bttack
on Iho
Anchorago
Times'In
19B6.

RAMSEY: Father can’t
believe son did shooting

ConiinuocJ Irom Pago Al

by the publisher’s refusal to
print o political nd, stormed
injo ihe newspaper nrmed

with o rifle ond smoke
grenades. Ramseﬁ/ fired
some rounds, bui ife attack

was unsuccessful; Atwood,
who died lost month, and his
daughter Elaine fought him
off; until other employees
helped subdue him.

Wheclchalr-bound and 51,
Ramsey spends hts doys go-
ing lo counseling and ‘work-
ing out on Naunlus,equm-
ment to strengthen his egs.
He sold he last talked to hls
non on the telephone about 10
days ago

"1 got no vibes from him

keen’s frt

SHEILA TOOMEY
y/lyhrm roctflet .
Friends of Joshua Palacios
were gathered Ina circle at the
Assembly of God church In
bethel praying for his nccov-'
crbyWednesday night when the
16year-old high school athlete
died In Anchorage, )
Others waifed by their
telephones, hoping In'vain for
goodnews
Palacios was flown to An-
chorage and taken by ambu-
lance to Providence Alaska
Medical Center, where he
went dlreptIY into surgery,
said hospital spokeswoman
Janet Asaro
He was'In surgery for
three hours hut didn’t moke it

+ fronsporf’Mm

that he was having aan/ prob-
lems or anything." Ramsey
sold. "We were just talklnlg.
He had Just woke up; I c. jid
hear him crunching on a bowl
cereal.. )

"I just called to let him
know ! got out of prison. It
took mea few days to get It
together in here, ond I called
Sue (Hare, the boy’a foster
mother) to let her know
where |'waa

"| talked to Evan %robably
20 minutes to a half-hour. He
didn't gwe me any Indication
of not being happy."

Ramsey aald” he hasn't
seen hll pon since a prison
visit In 199), but h'c has tried
to any In'touch by phone.
Prone’to disagreements with
prison,staff, Ramsey said,,

* *He'iajffipys smile %r

out of the-,operating ares,
Doctors were
Y the Inten-i
slve Care Unit when ha dled,.
J
,afler.S)jether Rrgioh»1 High'
mchool fiident turned a abot™.
;tun'bnhl/classmates and the ,
school principal )

A friendly "typical" kid,
Paiocio's real passion was
sponn, said his friends and
coach, with baskethall top
_m_ct;.\he listof his favorite ac-
tivities despite his S-foot, 6
inch height. And sports was

Asaro said: Palaclo&li.-.was {
he second-to.dlo', Thursday" a’slxth-grader. "Since

he's spent much of the last
six months In "the hole" at
Hiland Mountain Correction-
al Center. . .
Ramsey said he loves his
three sons, but history and
his own recollections make it
clear that their uEbrmgmg
wos tumultuous. Ramsey's
theories of o mid- .
1980s political conspiracy

against him grew-out ofihe"

frustrations “of having hla
family live In a freezing
oFanment. he said. When the
place caught fire, Ramsey
said, he wos sure It had been
set by people who wanted to
silence him. Wednesday,
tears came to his eyes as fie
described looking 1n the win-
dows and seeing his sons’
new bicycles burning.

for mira

— An<fy Annrtmmi
whet the people who knew

Prepsrtng to t him wonted to toJK about, "He
0

was s.real g%/m rat," sold
Acoach Billy Sfrickland, who
first took notice of the bok/has
at
time he'a been probably the
.best player in his class.'
The teenager worked aa a
" volunteer at basketball camp
with  fourth- and fifth-
graders, and "waa very good
with that age of ldda," the
coach said.
MICI Just so unfortunate,'
saildTkndy Angstman, also a
Bethel sophomore. "He el-

The three boys were split
up about a year after Rom-
scy'a arrest for the Times at-

tack. Evan and a oun(t;er
brother were placed In the
foster care of Hare, now su-

erintendent of the Lower
uskokwim School District.
The oldest was placed in a
foster home in Anchorage.
Their.mother could not be

reached « for comment
Wednesday,
Ramsey said he thought

Evan’s placement with Hare
was fortunate ond said she
hod provided a better home
for his boys than he or hb
wife would have been ablq to
offer.

"He's an above-average
student from what 1 under*
stand," Ramsey sold. ."He's

(L
l?Isklmbs.BiltaItamell' +Zgtat«M|'$l

smong Yup'™ Has to mi bhguage M il
N A VR

Bathtl Riljans! High Jthoah 1

Glides 7ihiough'l!. whhnon than:1{

350 studantj ind i stall ol 30.

?ot on interest In mechanics.

_alwags,wsuallzed one of my
kids being n cop, one a
lawyer, one n doctor. Evan
was always good at mcchon-
ica —

"When he was a little boy.
he liked to tnkc his toys apart.
He wosn't destroying things,
he jusl wanted to Sec how
thea/ worked.” .

V :Ramsey said he had never
discussed the crime that put
him In Jail with either of the
younger bogs. "You're talk-
|n? about 0 6 year-old whose
«father was a cob driver, who
went rost a point of control-

*hble behovlor,” he said,

Ramsey wae asked if he
whink*, “some' lingering
residue from hb assault-cn

The.-TImea,*!nnucnced his

cle that neyer came

ways smiled." . .
alacios, and his family
moved to Bethel when he was

in grammar school. His fa-

ther works at e halfway
house for prisoners and his

mother Is a health care work-
er. He spent summers in An-

chorage with a grandmother,
tho coach said.

"He ploys agé;ressive, but
he keeps his head,” Angstman
said early In lhe day, befdrc
the bad news reached town.
"He's rnsde several game-
wtnnInR phots In his career.”

"He loves sports. He lovea
basketball," MIkey Langlle,

one of liit.closcst friendsend’

a varsity ream collea"gue,aald
after the shootings Wedncs-

day,-(“I've never aecn him
(ticked) off,".-.v'm
Not,even when he and a
couple of other players got tn
some trouble and ended up

grounded during the state re-',

glonals this year. Strickland
would not talk about the Inci-
dent»xceﬁt'to say lhe teenag-
er "took the consequences ol
it, | thought, ver?/ well."

Palacios would definitely
have been beck on the team
ncxl season, Strickland said.
, Palacios rooted for Ihe San
Antonio Sputa and harbored
hopes of becoming a profes-
sional player himself, despite
his height. 1"You know how
k|?ds that age/ are," Strickland
asld. .

*0"fINO*T»0« Fe*w>oxc

son's actions WednesdaY.

"l dnubt seriously If 1t had
any impact on him, but who
can say? .. | don't think he's
trying” to emulate the old
man,” impress the old man,
but who can say?" he said.

~"People tell 'me they can't
vis lolizc me doing what | did.
1 can't_ visualize™ him doing
this, cither .1 think this
boy's:got my temper. He’
slow tto. an?er; but when |
blnw*-n, I blow up_like a vol-
cano. These peopji; (at the
veterans' program) have
been trying to Melp me deal
with that." )

Ramsey leaned back In his
wheelchalr, eyes molit.

‘This .comes as m 'total
shock to me. This ain't.no

fami#tﬂ;ialdition"\.Ha_\f(r
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PEACEABLE SCHOOL PILOT

CHUGIAK
HIGH SCHOOL
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Chugiak High School
Rolesand Functionso fKeyPeaceableSchoolPartners
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Chugiak High School
PeaceableSchoolPilotGoalforSchoolReportCard

Goal: Continue building a peaceable school and more personalized
learning environment by:

Increasing student participation in clubs and activities by 10% this school year

* Increasing student vcice and leadership through participation in the Student
Forum, the Positive Action Committee, and representation on school

committees

* Building capadcity to institutionalize Peaceable School activities by establishing
stipended positions to co-coordinate Peaceable School Pilot

* Broadening public awareness, student awareness, faculty awareness, and
parent awareness of Peaceable School activities through tangible events,
presentations, and written documents

* Deepening awareness pod. widening:support for "best practices" that help all
students at Chugiak to be academically successful and socially competent and
responsible. This will be accomplished by documenting teaching practices that
personalize learning and working with department chairs to identify the best

ways to support these practices and activities in their departments

* Double the number of staff who participate in peer mediation trainings or
observe mediations from last year (five participated last year)

* Secuhng participation from faculty in the Peaceable School Pilot by asking each
faculty member to identify one way that they can support this effon during the
year (Peaceable School Pilot Participation Options will be handed out at next all

staff meeting or in-service day)
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Chugiak High School

Peaceable SchoolPilotSteering Com mittee
SummaryNotesandAgreements

Positive Action Comm ittee Action Steps

1  Top has agreed to sponsor PAC and facilitate October 19 meeting. Vernon has
agreed to help facilitate the meeting.

2. Prepare a flyer to be disseminated to clubs, school organizations, and sports
teams on October 11. The flyer should include the following:

e Purposes of Positive Action Committee
« Announcement of PAC meeting on afternoon of October 19, 11 to 2 p.m.

- Call for 1to 3 representatives of each club, organization, and sports team to
attend meeting

« A form for writing name of club, organization, or sports team, names of students
who will attend meeting, and adult sponsors who would be interested in
attending meeting e

e Purpose of the meeting will include choosing the PAC theme for this year and
deciding date of-three other quarterly meetings -

3. Prepare agenda for October 19 PAC meeting. Agenda to include:

Clarification of purposes of PAC, how often it will meet, follow-up check-in's to
support club and sports involvement in theme

e Trust building activities and discussion between students and administrators

e Discuss vandalism and graffiti incidents as test cases for how PAC can
intervene

e Brainstorm and reach consensus for PAC theme for thir year
» Decide on other dates for quarterly meetings

4, Make arrangements for space, reminders to students, and food for October 19
meeting

5. Create paper passes that con be disseminated to PAC members when students
need to be notified and gathered for a quick emergency meeting
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Chugiak High School

Peaceable SchoolPilot
AnnouncementforStipended Co-Coordinator Positionsat
Chugiak High School, 2000-2001

As part of the Chugiak Peaceable School Pilot, ASD Safe & Drug Free Schools is
able to award up to three $700 (40 hour) stipends to each of two co-coordinators at
Chugiak HS for the period from October 1, 2000 to June 30, 2001. Both of these
positions willinvolve 2 to 3 hours a week to coordinate Peaceable School

activities. Itis agreed that two staff members can negotiate how they divide up
roles and responsibilities described in the description below. Please submit the
form below to the principal if you are interested in one of these positions.

Roles and responsibilities for Peaceable School Pilot Co-Coordinators:

1 Collate staff responses to Peaceable School Pilot Participation Options and
support implementation of activities that promote faculty participation.

2. Serve as a liaison between Safe & Drug Free Schools and CHS.
' Coordinate and help facilitate quarterly Steering Committee meetings.

Set up on-site schedule for consultant visits with Carol Lieberincluding focus
groups, steering committee meetings, trainings, securing rooms, gathering
people by personally inviting them, talking to principal about schedule and
food, talking to administrative assistant about substitute needs.

Communicate to school leaders about status of Peaceable School activities
during the year.

Communicate lo school staff and community about Peaceable School
activities.

7. Support the efforts of Posirive Action Committee and attend the quarterly
meetings.

8. Serve as the on-site instructor for one-credit class, "Strategies for
Personalizing the Classroom", a class offered to staff designed to learn a
strategy, try it out, discuss outcomes with colleagues, and explore how
strategies for personalization can be used in different academic disciplines.



10.

11.

13.

14.

15.

Oversee coordination of national RCCP site visit to Chugiak in February.
Educators from RCCP sites around the country will be participating in a
national gathering here in Anchorage.

~Connect with other teachers who have participated in Partners in Learning

course to compile strategies, activities, and practices that help create more
peaceable, collaborative, and respectful classrooms. These ideas will goon
the national ESR web site.

Help recruit stafffor High School course in February.

Organize and help facilitate Peaceable School Pilot assessment and
planning meeting in late Spring, 2001.

Participate in meetings with other Peaceable School coordinators and Safe
& Drug Free Schools staff.

Be an advocate for efforts to personalize the learning environment,
especially related to developing structural and program options for new
"houses" at Chugiak.

Help write and monitor mini-grants from Safe & Drug Free Schools.

Peaceable SchoolCg CoordinatorP ositions at CHS

(Please submit this form to Jan)

Name: ext.

Present Position at Chugiak H S

Three reasons why | would be a good candidate for this position:

1

QV*1



Chugiak High School

Supporting the PeaceableSchoolPilot
Participation Options

Name

We would like to invite allsta ffto identify at leastone way that
each o fuscan contribute to making Chugiaka morepeaceable,
welcoming, and respectfulcommunity where everystudentcan be
successfutby

« Providing a Safe Environment

« Personalizing Education

« Meeting DevelopmentalNeedso fDiverseAdolescents

« Building Students'EmotionalResilience and Social
Competency

« Promoting Collaboration among Colleagues

» Improving StudentPerformance

0 I would like to participate on the Peaceable School Steering Committee that
will have oversight of Year Three of the pilot. This group will probably meet
or phone conference every two months.

0 I would like to work with students from the Positive Action Committee and
other faculty to brainstorm ways to support the PeaceaUe School theme that

students have chosen for this year.

0 As a club sponsor or coach | will support efforts of my club or team to
promote the Positive Action Committee theme for this school year.

0 Iwould like to help support the Positive Action Committee them by teaching
a lesson in class that addresses the theme.

0 I would like to attend at least one Student Forum meeting this year on
business meeting days.

0 I would like to participate in Faculty Forum and other discussions about the
internal structures, scheduling, and program options for establishing
positive, personalizes learning environments in the new "houses" at
Chugiak.
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| would like to attend the peer mediation training on Friday, November 3.
(Stipends will be available.)

| would like to observe a peer mediation this year.

I will encourage the use of mediation as an early intervention when | see
students having a problem with each other.

| would like to discuss with Judy and Sandy how | might take on a support
role with the mediation program in the future to ensure that the program will

continue for years to come.

I would like to participate in a planning committee with upper class students
to develop a more personalized orientation program for in-coming students

next year.

I would like to help support student participation in school governance,
curriculum, and task force committees. We agreed to create a process
where students will participate on all standing school committees. This will

~also include establishiri*a selectidh process for students and creating a
brief orientation for students who are on committees.

| would be willing to document at least one idea, strategy, or practice that
supports a peaceable and personalized classroom. We will place these
ideas on the ESR national web site.

I would be willing to briefly describe Partners in Learning goals and practices
with colleagues in my department.

I wold like to work with my department chair to identify opportunities to share
practices and strategies that create a more peaceable and personalized

classroom.

I would like to help identify courses within my department that are the best fit
for establishing practices and activities that promote social and emotional
competencies and conflict resolution and develop greater appreciation for
diversity.

Iwould like to meet with staff from "feeder" middle schools to discuss the
kinds of middle school expectations and skill mastery that make the
transition to high school a smoother experience for in-coming 9thgraders.

HUW
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I would like to discuss the 9mgrade transition with other faculty who teach 9th
grade (thinking about some common goals, expectations, activities, and
experiences that can help 9lhgraders be more successful here at Chugiak).

I would like to participate in a discussion with sophomores to get an idea of
the kids of support, skills, learning activities, and encouragement are most
helpful to be successful in 9thgrade.

I would like to sponsor a new activity this year (could run for 4 or 5 sessions
or longer) in an effort to increase participation of students in Wednesday

-activities.

| would like to use release time or a prep period to observe another teacher
or team teach a class that reinforces social and emotional
learning/conflict/diversity in the classroom.

I would like to work with art students to create a Peaceable School banner
that can hang in a prominent place in the school.

Here's another way I'd like to make a contribution to the Peaceable School
pilot here at Chugiak.
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The Need

Conflict is a normal and essential part of life. The way we deal with difference,}and
conflict, however, often divides us and inhibits our ability to confront common problems.
Complex social issues and increasing global interdependence place new demands on our

capacities to work together.

Many young people are not learning to deal constructively with differences that they face
daily. They see few alternatives to either fleeing from conflict or fighting.

Violence has become a social problem ofepidemic proportions that especially affects
young people. The messages that society conveys about violence arc at best confusing,
and often encourage violence. Many young people do not believe that they can make a
difference and improve the world in which they live.

Key Concepts

ESR conflict resolution programs reflect the following principles and understandings
about conflict;

1. Conflictisapartoflife. When handled constructively, conflict presents
opportunities for growth and progress. People of any age can acquire skills and
understandings that will help them deal with conflict in constructive wayB.

2. There are many conflict situations where ‘Vin-wftT solutions—those that meet the
underlying interests and needs of the parties to the dispute—can be achieved. Too
often we assume that one person must win and the other must lose in a conflict, or
that both must give up something, and thus neither get whal they need or want.

3. While the win-win approach can be helpful in many situations, resolution ofa
conflict is not always possible. In some cases, the best outcome in a conflict-laden
situation might stem from a strategy that prevents the outbreak of physical violence
or the rupture of 8 relationship. Conflict can even be an important resource in the
effort to bring about constructive change. The primary goal is to be creative and
resourceful in the face of conflict.

4. Conflict resolution is best taught in the context of a caring community characterized

byxooperation, effective communication, emotional strength, appreciation of
differences, recognition of common purposes, and shared decision making.

£>1998 Educators for Social Responsibility
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A singular focus on conflict resolution knowledge and skills without attention to
creating community may miss underlying causes of problems. Caring and empathy
are as important as knowing how to negotiate.

The ability to enter others’ perspectives, to see and feel problems as others do, and
to identify their needs and interests is central to dealing constructively with
differences.

Dialogue is an effective form for discussing controversial issues. Dialogue, as
contrasted with debate, emphasizes seeking common ground rather than polarizing
differences. It encourages empathy with other points o f view and toleration for
ambiguity and the uncertainty of knowledge. Debate is characterized by
confrontation, a contest between right and wrong in which each side believes it is
right. The typical goal of debate is to win the argument and end the discussion.
Dialogue encourages people with differences to keep talking and increases the
chances of creative responses to conflict

While the interventions used in interpersonal conflicts are often quite different from
those used in larger social conflicts, the study of each helps students begin to
understand the underlying dynamics of conflict and further develop a positive
attitude toward it. The development of interpersonal conflict skills, principles,
experience, and concepts sets the foundation for effective responses to conflict in
social and political spheres.

It is important to cultivate awareness of and appreciation for differences—
individual, ethnic, cultural, and national. Commonly, the perception of difference
leads to separation and distancing. However, given an emerging understanding of
the world’s interdependent character, differences must be understood in their
interrelatedness, and in the opportunities they often piesent for creating new, more
inclusive and adaptive relationships. Responding effectively to conflict necessitates
learning to balance respect for differences with the ability to make informed

judgments.

The roots of violence and social conflict often lie in inequality and injustice. Itis
important to help students understand and confront such deeply rooted problems as
racism and sexism. In part, this takes place through examination and, where
needed, transformation of existing power relationships in social conflicts.

Conflict has many dimensions. While physical violence is the most obvious, other forms

of structural and institutional violence are also pernicious and equally demand oin-
attention.

© 1998 Educators for 6oclal Responsibility
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ESR/RCCP’s approach to conflict resolution and intergroup relations is based on the
following principles which arc rooted in beliefs about effective teaching and learning:

1 Tosee conflict as presenting opportunities for growth requires a significant shift in
attitude and world view. Adults as well as students must examine and seek to
change their own attitudes about conflict This process requires time and patience.
It also necessitates supﬁort for those teachers who are involved. Significant
behavioral change in the classroom does not result from a “quick fix.”

2. Effective teaching about conflict is student-centered—that is, it begins with
students’ experiences of conflict and their own questions. It addresses the conflict
and violence in young people’s fives. It helps young people make connections
between their fives and the larger world and apply new understandings to conflicts
outside of their immediate experience.

3. ESR/RCCP encourages young people to think about why there are different kinds of
conflict, to explore arepertoire of effective responses to conflict, to pose problems
and generate good questions, to recognize that society is created by people, and to
believe that they can make a difference.

4. ESR encourages inquiry and exploration of complex issues that lead to the
discover¥ of underlying assumptions, root causes, and internal contradictions.
Thoughttul inquiry involves risk taking, for it may raise fundamental questions
about the way we live and how our society is structured.

5. A comprehensive approach to conflict resolution education involves teachers in the
application of understanding and skills at five levels: through core practices and
routines that help create apeaceable classroom community; through modeling and
teaching“cdre conflict resolution skills;trough the use of teaching strategies that
promote cooperation, effective communication, and problem solving; through WIN-
WIN approaches to classroom management and handling student problems; and
through infusion of conflict resolution skills and concepts into academic subject
areas such as literature, social studies, and science.

6.  Many programs teach conflict resolution as a set of isolated skills. Although
individual skills are useful, the practice of creative response to conflict entails more
than a collection of isolated skills; it is an integrative process that happens when one
is confronted with areal problem. It also involves a systematic way of thinking
about how to handle differences.

© 1998 Educators for Socist Responsibility
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ESR/RCCP helps teachers create structured learning environments characterized by:
awillingness to embrace and use conflict for learning; a sense of being safe to
express feelings and different opinions, and to change one’s mind and behavior, a
commitment to share power and control so that students arc partners with teachers
in creating knowledge and making decisions; reflection about selfand others; and
connection between adults and the formation of relationships.

8. Other programs focus on stopping-fighting and physical violence and on controlling

9.

behavior. ESR/RCCP believes that conflict resolution in education is not simply
another form of discipline. ESR/RCCP’s goal involves going deeper. It includes
empowering young people by providing them with a repertoire of skills and
nurturing new ways of thinking about dealing with differences and conflict.

Based on our experience working with schools across the United States, we
recommend several components for the successful implementation of a conflict
resolution education program: in-depth introductory stafftraining, use of exemplary
curriculum, follow-up classroom visits by staff development specialists, periodic
meetings of all involved staff, and leadership development programs for qualified
participants. Training support is central—ESR/RCCP’s approach is as much about
process and practice as curriculum. ESR structures participatory learning
experiences for adults that mirror the empowering methodology we recommend for

young people.

10.  Conflict resolution in the schools often takesJhe form of mediation programs.

ESR/RCCP believes that school mediation prograxns are best implemented as part

""ofa largefeffort toTrain staffand smdents'in conflict resolution.- While mediation
programs are valuable for many young people, they often are separate from the
cultures 0f classrooms and the school at large, where prevailing norms among
students and teachers do not support the goals of the mediation program. Also,
while third party intervention (mediation) is an important form of dispute
resolution, It docs not necessarily help individuals develop abilities to manage and
resolve differences on their own.

11.  ESR/IRCCP frames its conflict resolution and intergroup relations work as central to

the process by which young people become responsible decision makers and active
participants in our democracy. Students need skills, understanding, and
opportunities to make a difference in the world. The ability to deal constructively
with differences is a fundamental part of effective citizenship.

© 1998 Educators for Social Responsibility
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Conflict Resolution and intergroup relations are essential components integrated into a
larger framework of social responsibility. ESR/RCCP is dedicated to deepening our own
and our fellow educators’ understanding of each of these activities cited below that we
believe constitute important perspectives of social responsibility.

Controversial Issues - The significant issues of our times are controversial. Therefore,
it is vital that these issues be considered in schools, so that students can practice
learning how to decide what to do in complex, emotion-laden situations. Without
such practice, they are left with the models they see around them, which tend to
encourage polarizing and oversimplifying.

Dialogue'* Tn dialogue the effort is to understand each other’s position—not only the
intellectual content, but also the history and emotions tied to the position. Done
well, this approach leads to an increased understanding of a given situation that
permits a partnership approach in critical thinking and an attempt to collaborate in
devising a “win-win” solution to the conflict. In debate, by contrast, the emphasis
is on attacking the intellectual content of an opponent’s position to achieve a “win”
at the opponent’s expense.

IMLitiple Perspectives - There are typically more than “two sides to every story.” One of
the most important means of helping students reflect on their thinking is to help
them reach beyond the limits of their own experience and to enter the experience of
others. S em e s

Interconnectedness - Preparing young People for the twenty-first century means helping
them to develop an understanding of bow to live in an interdependent world.
Students need to be encouraged to view situations holistically, examining the
interconnections of parts of a system rather than focusing on one cause and one
effect.

Opportunities for Participation - Learning is strengthened when it is embodied in action,
so it is vital to give students opportunities to contribute to the lives of others and to
improve the world around them. Depending on their maturity, students can be
appropriately involved in taking action on classroom, school, community, national,
or global problems. Providing such opportunities helps students to improve the
qualli(}y oftheir thinking and to build self-esteem and a sense ff connection with the
world.

Commrunity - Developing a sense of community—a consciousness of the group of which
one is a part—means acknowledging our interconnectedness, having a sense of
common purpose, respecting difference, sharing in decision making, and supporting
each other’s growth. To enable young people to acquire this perspective, we must
be willing and able to create classrooms and schools tliat function as communities.

© 1938 Educators for Social Responsibility
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Session
Slate Capilol Building, Room 418
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Phone (1.07) 465-2995
Fax (90.") 465-6592

Interim
7t6 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 430
Anchorage. Alaska 99501
Phone (907) 269-0250
Fax 9907) 269-0249

Alaska State Legislature

Representative Lesil McGuire

House District 17

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Fred Dyson

FROM: Representative Lesil McGuire
DATE: March 23, 2001
RE: HB 99

Chair, House Special Committee
on Economic Development, Trade
and Tourism

Chair, Joint House and Senate
Administrative Regulation and
Review Committee

Member
Resources Committee
Rules Committee

Chair, House Health, Education, and Social Services Committee

"An Act relating to school discipline and safety programs; and providing
for an effective date."

| respectfully request that HB 99 be scheduled for a hearing in the House Health,
Education, and Social Services Committee.

Attached are the following documents:

1
2.
3.
4.

Sponsor Statement
HB 99

Bill History
Backup Material

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me personally, or my staff Lou
Caputo at ext. #4955.
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Ford
2122101
CS FCP POUSE BILL NO. 101( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY
Offered:
Referred:
Sponsor(s): REP RESENTATIVES DYSON, Rokeberg
ABILL
FOR AN ACTENTITLED
"An Act relating to charter schools; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 14.03.250(a) is amended to read:
@ A charter school may be established as provided under AS 14.03.250 -

14.03.290 upon the approval of the local school board and the state Board of
Education and Early Development of an application for a charter school. The state
Board of Education and Early Development may not approve more than 60 [30]
charter schools to operate in the state at any one time [AND SHALL APPROVE
CHARTER SCHOOLS IN A GEOGRAPHICALLY BALANCED MANNER AS
FOLLOWS: NOT MORE THAN 10 SCHOOLS IN ANCHORAGE; NOT MORE
THAN FIVE SCHOOLS IN FAIRBANKS; NOT MORE THAN THREE SCHOOLS
IN THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH; NOT MORE THAN THREE
SCHOOLS IN THE KENA1 PENINSULA BOROUGH; NOT MORE THAN TWO
SCHOOLS IN THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU; NOT MORE THAN
SEVEN SCHOOLS LOCATED IN OTHER AREAS OF THE STATE, AND THESE

CSHB 01( )
New Text Vnae:jiaec IDELETED TEX: BRACKETED]



32 TN SR =T

- o

oo

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 22-L.50254\0

SEVEN SCHOOLS SHALL BE ALLOCATED AS NEARLY AS POSSIBLE IN A
GEOGRAPHICALLY BALANCED MANNER THROUGHOUT THE REST OF
THE STATE],

* Sec. 2. AS 14.03.255(a) is amended to read:

(a) A charter school operates as a school in the local school district except that

the charter school (1) is exempt from the local school district's textbook, program,
curriculum, and scheduling requirements; (2) is exempt from AS 14.14.130(c); the
principal of the charter school shall be selected by the academic policy committee and
shall select, appoint, or otherwise supervise employees of the charter school; and (3)
operates under the charter school's annual program budget as set out in the contract
between the local school board and the charter school under (c) of this section. A
local school board may exempt a charter school from other local school district
requirements if the exemption is set out in the contract. A charter school is subject
to secondary school competency testing as provided in AS 14.03.075 and other
competency tests required by the department.
*Sec. 3. AS 14.03.255(c) is amended to read:
(c) A charter school shall operate under a contract between the charter school
and the local school board. A contract must contain the following provisions:
(1) a description of the educational program;
(2) specific levels of achievement for the education program;
(3) admission policies and procedures;
(4) administrative policies;
(5) a statement of the charter school's funding allocation from the local
school board and costs assignable to the charter school program budget;
(6) the method by which the charter school will account for receipts
and expenditures;
(7) the location and description of the facility;
(8) the name of the teacher, or teachers, who, by agreement between
the charter school and the teacher, will teach in the charter school;
(9) Uie teacher-to-student ratio;
(10) the number of students served;

CSHB 1<W ) _ 2-
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(11) the lerm of the contract, not to exceed a term of 10 [FIVE] years;

(12) atermination clause providing that the contract may be terminated
by the local school board for the failure of the charter school to meet educational
achievement goals or fiscal management standards, or for other good cause;

(13) a statement that the charter school will comply with all state and
federal requirements for receipt and use of public money;

(14) other requirements or exemptions agreed upon by the charter
school and the local school board.

*Sec. 4. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 14.03.263. Charter school grant program, (a) A charter school may
receive a one-time grant from the department equal to the amount of $500 for each
pupil enrolled in the charter school on October 1 of the year in which the school
applies for the grant. The charter school shall use a giant received under this
subsection to provide educational services. In this subsection, "educational services"
includes curriculum development, program development, and special education
services.

(b) The department shall establish by regulation procedures for application for
and expenditure of grant funds under (a) of this section.

*Sec. 5. AS 14.03.275 is amended to read:

Sec. 14.03.275. Contracts; duration. A contract for a charter school may be
for a term of no more than 10 [FIVE] years [AND MAY NOT EXTEND BEYOND
JULY 1,2005].

*Sec. 6. AS 14.17.905 is amended by adding a new' subsection to read:

(b) Notwithstanding (a)(3) of this section, a charter school shall be counted as

a separate school if the charter school has an ADM of at least 150 students.
* Sec. 7. Section 9, ch. 77, SLA 1995, is repealed.
* Sec. 8. This Act takes effect July 1, 2001.

3. csun ioi( )
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Representative Fred D yson

HB 101

Sponsor Statement

"An Act relating to charter schools-
Updated: February 1, 2001
Contact: Representative Fred Dyson's office at (907) 465-2199

House Bill 101 is intended to extend and strengthen the existing Alaska Chrjter
School Law. The current law on the books is scheduled to sunset on July 1, 2005
(less than 4 V2 years from now). This means that any new charier school cannot be
approved for the allowable five year charter. Existing charter schools are having a
difficult time securing facility purchase and lease agreements because their
remaining contracts are something less than 4 Vi years and cannot be extended
beyond 2005.

Some of our chat ter schools are exciting, dynamic examples of parents being
involved in their children’s education. Intensive parental involvement has stretched
the system in a positive way. Most charter schools are struggling because we have
not given them the tools they need to succeed. | believe the demonstrated
passionate involvement of parents and the good results indicate we should go
beyond eliminating the sunset and allowing for longer contracts.

HB 101 is similar to the charter school law | sponsored last session except that it
abandons the effort to mandate a succinct accounting statement to be part of the
charter. It also abandons the attempt to mandate distribution of a pro-rated share
of local contributions to go to charter schools

HB 101 makes the following changes to the existing charter school law:

* Eliminates the July, 2005 sunset clause.

« Extends the allowable contract length from 5 to 10 years.

« Eliminates the geograpltic distribution requirements.

* Doubles the cap from 30 to 60 charter schools.

« Clarifies that charter schools are not exempt from competency testing.

+ Allows Charter Schools to be counted as separate a school if the ADM
is over 100 (reference AS 14.17.905)

 Provides a small grant for teaching of AK History and Native languages.

* Provides a one-time “start-up” grant.

« Allows for charter school use of safe public buildings with District
Superintendent approval.

We have two options: 1) strengthen the charter school law to encourage continued
new thinking and foster more fresh education reform, or 2) do nothing and watch
the investment of countless hours of hundreds of parents die on the vine. Merely
extending the sunset and lifting the cap will not be enough. HB 101 is probably
not enough, but it is a step toward quality in public education.



HB 101 Sectional / 1S
Revised P jary 22, 2001

Section 1: Do*’ is the allowable number of charter schools in Alaska from 30 to 60. This
section alsc et'rmnates the geographic distribution requirement.

Section 2: specifies that charter schools are subject to Benchmark and High School
Qualifying E carr. requirements.

Section 3: Specifies what must be included in a charter school contract. The changes HB
101 makes to existing law are grammatical except for one that conforms with the contract
duration change that is made in Section 5.

Section 4: Adds a new section of law that allows for a one-time charter school grant in the
amount of $500 per student.

Section 5. Changes the allowable charter school contract length from a maximum of 5
years to a maximum of 10 years.

Section 6: Specifies that a charter school needs at least 150 students to be counted as a
separate school for purposes of foundation formula calculations. (Existing law states that
alternative schools need at least 200 students.

Section 7: Repeals the July, 2005 charter school law sunset date.

Section 8: Sets an effective date.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CS HB 101 (HESS)

() Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected; DEED
Title: "An Act relating to charter schools; and providing BRU: K-12 Support

for an effective date." Component: Foundation Program
Sponsor: Representative Fred Dyson

Requester: House HESS Component Number: 141

Expenditures/Revenues (Thausads o Ddlars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8 609.8

Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2002 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

HB 101 Sec 6. AS 14.17.906 is bang arerndsd to refled Charter Sdhodls with an Aerage Dally
Membarsip (; o a leest 150 wauld e etitied to e couted as a sgparate sdodl.
(Hes= =2 Freaddes)

Prepared by:  Eddy Jeans, School Finance Manager Phone 465-8679
Division Education Support Services Date/Time

Approved by:  Bruce Johnson, Deputy Commissioner of Education Date 2/23/01
Agency Education and Early Development

For distribution Information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office
(Rov 217200 OVB) Page 1 of

609.8

609.8

609.8

609.8



Department of Education and Early Development Prepared by Mindy Lobaugh
February 21,2001
Charter Schools - HB_101

ok
Pg generated
Cater  basedonAS
District ADMVIs 14.17.906
Andhoage Agatian 20
\Fﬁﬂymﬁip* 70
Amrap Chata 120
Ch':igPACEC%?e 200
Deltat G Sdod* 202
Fairenis Chinodk Crerter B
Fairterks NewBgmings A
|ditarad Takara € 5)
Jueau ity Crexter a0
Kerel Auaa Boedlis 120
Kerel Horer Crarter Sdad 5
Ketdhiken Charter Sdhod 128
Loner KidakinmAygaun Blitreunik Yugik Immersan 190 809,75
Ve-Su Acaceny Qrarter 15
Me-SuMdhigt Sin %
Nore Al Gty Sdenoe Aced 20
TOTAL 296 609,75
*These are corespodaoe sdods
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
A01 LEGISLATIVE SESSON

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):

Fiscal Note Number:
() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:

Component:

Component Number:

(Thausands of Ddlars)

Title: "An Act relating to charter schools; and
providing for an effective date."
Sponsor: Representative Dyson
Requester: House HESS
Expenditures/Revenues
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002
Personal Services 101.0
Travel 5.0
Contractual 60.0
Supplies 4.0
Equipment 2.0
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 1,253.0
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 1,425.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 1,425.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL 1,425.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost:
POSITIONS

Full-time 1

CS HB 101 (HESS)

Education and Early Development
Teaching & Learning  Support
Quality Schcols

2147

FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007

101.0 101.0 101.0
5.0 5.0 5.0
60.0 60.0 60.0
4.0 4.0 4.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0
170.0 170.0 170.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

170.0 170.0 170.0

170.0 170.0 170.0

Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Heeee refer to the attadhed sheets far addtalled desaiption
St 4 AS 1408263 povdss satup gart to 16 darter schods at $600 per pua

Il. Thsfiscd mtedoss

prgedt the estiretied aost for the adtitia el 44 dharter sdhodls authonzed by this legdlation

Prepared by:  Barbara Thompson, Deputy Director
Division Teaching & Learning Support

Approved by:  Bruce Johnson, Deputy Commissioner of Education
Agency Department of Education & Early Development

For distribution information, call the Governor's legislative Office

(Rev 12000 OVE)

Phone (907) 465-8727
Date/Time 2/16/01 12:00 AM

Date 2/23/01

Page 1 of 4



Fiscal Note Descriptionfor HB 101

Section 1of HB 101 removes the former requirements that the Sate Board of
Education &Early Development may not approve more then 30 charter schools
to operate in the State at one time and shall approve charter schools in a

anced manner. Amended Tanguage raises the cap on

n rof charterschools tobeallovved from30tp Q). Language related to
approval of charter schools geographically is eliminated

Section 2 requires that charter schools be subject to seco school competen
testlngast?ﬂowded in AS 14.03075. ) nary PRIy

Section 3 aclds minor revisions to existing prOV|S|ons and extends allowable
charter school contract time from5 years to 10 years.

Section 4 creates anew Charter School Grant Program A charter school may
receive a one-time grant fromthe department eqlial to $600,per pupil. This
funding shall be usd to provice edticational services (curriculum tevelopment,

prograim cevelopment, and special educatron SEIVICES.)

Section 5 addresses extending the allowable charier school contract time from5
years to 10 years.

Personal Services - $101,000

One, new FTE Education Specialist 1, Range 21, position Is needed to administer
the charter school lication prooess for Up to 60'schools; administer the new
Progrant provige technical assistance to school district
and charter school staff who are pIannlng for or initiating acharter school; assure
compliance vv|th state charter sc ooI statutes and reg ulafions; assure quall
programs are developed and su develop and maintain a charter schools
rg%J |ations process; and evaluate the effectrveness of Alaska’s charter schools.

Funds for .10 FTE of an existing Grants Admnrstrator II position are neeced to
address flscal ISSUeS, |ssurng orant avvar ng fiscal documents

related to charter sc ca ons
ncifj fora SFIE Ar%n?stratl Clle Ition a?gs e%% provice clerical
support to the Education Specialist Il and r the application process ($L7,000

20f4
Alaska Department of Education & Early Development
February 16, 2001



Although the Grants Administrator Il and Administrative Clerk Il positions are
existing positions, current federal fund sources are not sufficient to fund the
charter schools duties that wouldl be assigned to them

Travel - ($5,000)

Travel funding is needed to provide for a limited number of technical assistance
and/or compliance reviews of charter schools. (§,000

Contractual - ($60,000)

Contractual funding is needed primarily for evaluation of the effectiveness and
success of charter s&ooﬁgﬂ%ka Additionally, some funding is neecied to
support administrative services functions, postage, phone charges, copler
&hgrr?es, printing and dlissemination of informetion abouit effective and successful
er schools and Charter Schools Grant Program applications. (360,000)

Supplies - $4,000

Funding Is needed for the purchase q&g&%raj office supplies and materials for
meetings related to charter schools. ($4000)

Equipment - $2,000

Funding is needed for the purchase of acomputer for the Education Specialist I
position. (§2,000)

Grants - $1.253

Funding is needed in the grant line for the newly created Charter Schools Grant

Program  This program allows for a charter schiool o receive a one-time grant
fr%or% the deparfmeorg]t equal %\%500 per pupil. “This funding shall be used %o

provide educational services (curriculum development, program development,
and special education services).

3of4d

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development
February 16, 2001



Department of Education and Early Development Prepared by Mindy Lobaugh
Prepared 2/22/01
Charier School $500 Grant - HB_101

AS
FY®2 14082639
Pgeded QeTine
Cater Gatof 80

District ADMs  Ra Pl

Andcharage Aguarian 240 120,000
Andarage Faily Patrerdip* 70 3030

Mllage Grarter 120 60,000
&?tglaeelygjbaﬁnd* %88 %8?888
Faitberks Chinock Crerter % 3000
Fairberks NewBaegmings A 17,000
|ditarod TakoaC % g%
Kerdl Aurara Boredlis 19 64,500
Kerel Horer Crerter Sdod y2s) BOO
Ketdlken Cherter Siad 128 64,000
Loner KisakinmAvgaun Hitreundk YUpik Inmeasan 190 5000
Ve-Su Acedany Cratter 15 67300
Vet-SuMdhgt Sin P 46000
Noe Andl Gty Sdence Acad 20 10,000
TOTAL 2506 1,253000
*These are carespodaoe sdods
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CISR SCORE CARD: Charter School Laws State Rankings http://lwww.edrefonn.com/cliarter_sehools/laws/ranking_2000.litm

M aking Schools W ork B etter for AIl Children

CER SCORE CARD

Charter School Legislation: State Rankings

States With Strong Charter Laws...

.. Which do are are likely to support at least some significant development of autonomous charter schools.

CHARTER SCHOOL LEGISLATION: STATE RANKINGS

Grade A B
State AZ M| MN DC DE MA TX CA FL IWW NC PA CO MO SC g

Year Law Passed =4 ‘93 9 ‘96 *5 ‘93 ‘95 Y92 ‘96 ‘98 ‘96 97 93 ‘98 ‘96 ‘9
Number of schools allowed 4.5 43 5 45 37 33 4 5 35 23 35 5 45 23 45 31
Mutinie charterinn 45 s 45 4 24 33 325 45 35 33 35 325 3 4 15 2
Elieible charier applicants 5 47 5 5 44 43 425 5 5 4 45 45 4 1 35 4
New starts allowed 45 AT 45 5 49 s 475 4 4 s 45 45 325 46 35 4
School inav.be.slaned 5 5 35 3 35 4 35 3 3 4 3 35 3 4 2 5
without evidence of local
support

Automatic waiver from 4.5 2.7 5 5 4.4 3 5 3 3 5 4 3 325 4 45 3.

state and district laws

Lconl/operational nutonomy , 5 5 45 45 5 47 4 3 3.5 5 3 3 275 42 35 3.

Guaranteed full ner-punil 35 5 35 45 5 5 4 4.5 5 26 45 25 375 4 5 3

fundins;

Fiscal Autonomy 5 5 5 4.5 5 5 4 4 5 5 4 3.5 4.5 4 4.5 2.
Exempt from collective 4.75 4 4.5 5 4.9 43 4 4 45 3.3 3 4 4.5 4 35 41
bargainine

agreement/district work
rules

Total 46.25 454 45 45 432 419 4075 40 40 %95 375 36.75 365 361 36 35
RANK 2000 ) 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 13 14 15 It
Rank 1998 1 ) 6 3 4 5 9 0 13 7 8 6 122 15 1 N,

Numberofcharters Spring 352 173 59 31 5 39 167 239 11| 5 75 47 65 18 8 4

2000

Llof4 2/20/01 11:18 AM
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$ States With Weak Charter Laws...

.. which have not, and are unlikely to lead to significant charter activity.

CHARTER SCHOOL LEGISLATION: STATE RANKINGS

Grade D

State IL NH OH GA LA |p NV CT UT AK NM HI WY E| AR YA

Year Law Passed ‘96 ‘95 wr w3 ‘95 ‘98 ‘97 ‘96 *98 ‘95 W3 94 ‘95 ‘05 ‘05 ‘08
Number of schools allowed 2 4y 1705 2 26 25 25 06 23 25 1 5 1 25 16
Multiple chnrterine authorities . 07 27 125 13 1 25 7 03 2.25 1 0 1 1 1
Eligible charter applicants 4 37 3 4 35 3 7 15 43 a7 2 15 43 25 25 26

New starts allowed 35 37 27 4 4 48 45 35 41 5 35 3 4 4 35 73
School mav he started without 1 0 47 25 1 5 1 25 s 3 ? 17 0o 25 26

evidence of'local simoon j

Automatic waiver from state and 3 4.7 3 5 25 43 25 25 0.6 0 05 45 0 05 0 0.6

district laws

Leeal/operational autonomy 3 3.7 1.7 1 0 1 0 15 0.5 1.6 0 0 0.5 0 0.5 0 0.6
Guaranteed full ner-pupil ftmdine 3 0 i 2.7 2 3 3 35 35 0.3 3.3 3 15 0 35 15 o
Fiscal Autonomy 35 5 - 2.7 45 16 1 3 1.3 4 2 1 0 15 0 0

Exempt from collective bnruainint! 4 4.7 2.3 15 15 4 7 25 43 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 28 279 272 27 265 256 255 23 216 209 1875 16 15 145 135 118
RANK 2000 20 21 2 28 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35
Rank 1998 20 19 2 T w24 27 a2 2B 26 33 32 29 28 34 30

Number of charters Spring 2000 19 0 48 32 17 8 5 16 3 17 3 2 0 2 0 0

About the Grades:

« "A" (Score between 40-50): These laws allow for a significant number of charter schools
and contribute positively to their growth and development.

« "B" (Score between 30-39): These laws also allow for healthy growth of charter schools but
contain some significant provisions that may impede growth.

« "C" (Score between 20-29): These laws may allow for a good number of schools, but still
pose significant challenges to sustaining a prolific and healthy charter environment.

« "D" (Score between 10-19): These laws largely allow conventional education bureaucracies
to requlate the establishment and operation of charter schools. While schools have opened
under these laws, they are heavily regulated and are few and far between.

« "F" (Score between 0-9): These laws simply offer no real charter environment at all, and
arc charter laws in name only.

Rating Criteria

All 37 charter school laws in existence as of April 2000 are scored and ranked according to

2014 2/20/01 11:18 AW
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CBR SCORE CARD: Charter School Laws State Rankings

Jot4

their degree of expansiveness. The states are ranked from 1 (most expansive) to 37 (most
restrictive), as well as divided into Strong and Weak Charter Law States, indicating which do or are
likely to support at least some significant development of autonomous charter schools, and which

do not.

o Number of Schools: states that permit an unlimited or substantial number of autonomous
charter schools encourage more activity than states that either limit the number of
autonomous schools, or allow an unlimited number of charter schools with restrictions on
their autonomy, demo raphics

¢ i'[l e chartering autho tm?brndr g appealS [rocess: States that permit a number of
entrtres in addition to or instead of local school boards to authorize charter schools, or that
provide applicants with a binding appeals process, encourage more activity than those that
vest authorizing power in a single entity, particularly if that entity is the local school board,
or provide only an advisory appeals process

« Variety of applicants: states that permit a variety of individuals and groups both inside and
outside the existing public school system to start charter schools encourage more activity
than states that limit eligible applicants to public schools or public school personnel.

o NAwstarts: states that permit new schools to start up encourage more activity than those

that per |t only pub]J (XS:ECerOI conversions.

e F0 \ IT. States that permit charter schools to be formed without
having to prove specified Ievels of Iocal support encourage more activity than states that
require such demonstratiops of support. .

« Autoretic vrarverfromfarrsand requlations: States that provide automatic blanket
waivers from most or all state and district education laws, regulations, and policies
encourage more activity than states that provide no waivers or require charter schools to
negotiate waivers on an issue-by-issue basis with charter-granting authorities. (In no case,

owe /er are ¢ivil rrghts laws or health/safely codes waived for charter schools)
Legar rational aULOnOMY: States in which charter schools are independent legal entities

that can own property, sue and be sued, incur debt, control budget and personnel, and
contract for services encourage more activity than states in which charter school remain
under district jurisdiction. In addition, legal autonomy refers to the ability of charter schools
to control enrollment numbers, with no special conditions imposed by the charter law or the

cal district on jt cies.
. &nrant %ﬁund . States where 100% of per-pupil funding automatically follows
student enrolled in charter schools encourage more activity than states where the amount of

funding is automatically set below 100%, or must be negotiated with the district. (For more
(ﬁs%gimer funding, see also: Charter School Funding Path.)

. State that give charter schools full control over their own budgets,
without the district holding the funds, encourage more activity than states that do not. (For

more on cha erfund g see also: Charter School Funding Path.|
on from o ective bargaining agreenents /j rictwork ruies: weak faws do

not give charter schools control over personnel decisions but make them subject to district
collective bargaining agreements or work rules.

Other Notes:

The scores on this table are based on the current status of each law (through April 2000).
Amendments to the original law, state board regulations, legal rulings, department of education
interpretation and actual implementation have all been factored into the ranking. Each state is
ranked for each criterion on a scale of 0 to 5, based on how that state's provisions under that

htip:/Avww.edrcform.coin/charter_schools/laws/ranking_2000.htm
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criterion support or restrict the development of a significant number of autonomous charter schools
(strongly support = 5; strongly restrict = 0), or, in the case of recently passed or amended laws, are
likely to do so. States are listed from left to right from stronger to weaker. The laws are also
divided into two subsets: strong or moderately effective laws which do or are likely to support at
least some significant development of autonomous charter schools, and week or ineffective laws
which have not, and are unlikely to lead to significant charter activity. See the following page for a
more detailed explanation of the criteria and rating system. See also analysis of individual states'
laws for further explanation of specific provisions.

Each law was scored by a panel of charter school experts: Jeanne Allen, President, The Center for
Education Reform; Bruno Manno, Senior Fellow with the Annie E. Casey Foundation and Adjunct
Fellow with the Hudson Institute. Linda Brown, Director, Pioneer Institute Charter School
Resource Center; Chester Finn, President of the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation; and John M. Olin
Fellow at the Hudson Institute, assisted with the 1997 and 1998 rankings. The average of the
panelists score's were sued for the final score for each criterion, and their sum provides the final
scores that determined ranking. States with tie scores were ranked according to secondary factors
influencing the effectiveness of their law. Edited by Jeanne Allen and Dave DeSchryver.

Originally published by the Center for Education Reform. April 2000.
Technical corrections made February 2001.
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February 16, 2001
Dear Legislators,

HB 101 is a well-written bill. Please give it your full
support to pass it this year. Itis overdue and will be a
welcome step of relief in the right direction.

There are three major concerns with the current
legislation: funding for many "city" charters is half and

in some cases, less, than other "city" schools that you
fund. This is because in part the description written into
school funding formulas, which you can correct. Itis

also because "city" schools get local taxes, and in
Anchorage, none of that is passed on to the charters. Most
importantly, "city" and "rural" schools get facilities, in
many cases worth millions of dollars.

I am with the Village Charter School, having participated
since its design and currently serving as a K-3 teacher and
APC (governing committee) member. We receive
approximately $3,850 per child, and from that, pay space /
facility. We have a terrible time working with a landlord
with that budget and limp from year to year. Our fear now
is that the economy is getting better, which means our
landlord can find much more attractive tenants than us.

The sunet should be lifted and the length of a contract 10
years with 5year renewable so that landlord negotiations
are improved.

Lastly, we struggle almost daily with school district
oversight challenges. Ihave spoken with School Board
Members and ASD executives, but it is as much that we can't
fit their "round holes" because we are a tiny, square peg.
An Independent Board, such as Arizona has, would be idea.
Please take the time to visit their Independent Board's
office and a dozen of their charters if you get the chance.

| visited 30 of their schools and believe that model is the
best in the US.

Best wishes, and I'll help you however Ican.

Linda Sharp

2710 West 34 Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99517
Tel. 245-5501

Email:  Isharp@ alaska.net

SUPPORT
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"FROM * UILLAGE CHARTER SCHOOL PHONE NO. Feb. 15 2001 05:48PM P2

D allas Engineering, inc.

475 Forest Hills Drive
Fairbanks, Alaska 99775

February 15,2001

Representative Dyson
Members of HESS (Senate/ House)
Members of the Alaska Legislature
RE: Cltartcr Schools HB 101

Senators and Representatives:

Please consider my views when Representative Dyson's and Senator Betrye Davis’ bills oomc forward for
yum rule. 1 cuna’icliicd pululuiuu uigiuvu, IAVIUE iIMé»cA W AIftIK* in"1974 w help the University af
Alaska begin Its petroleum technology program, aflcr 25 years of working as a petroleum engineer in
private industry in North Dakota and the Williston Basin.  Tmaintaina small office in Fairbanks even
now, although 1am 78 years old and generally travelling, writing a book and coaching math part-time in
public schools in Fairbanks and Anchorage.

Lhope you will pass a bill this session that changes tho fate of charter schools in Alaska. The present law is
crippling them. It precludes many who are Interested from considering proposing a dun lei, and il eauae*
extreme r”ress for many charter schools presently operating in Alaska.. 1t has also caused the demise ofat
least ont and probably more of the charters that have closed their doors.

Current law is flawed in the following major ways:

#1. Authorization. Thereshould be a choice of authorizing a?encies. Requiring charter schools to
subject themselves only to the local school districts Is 6uicide. Ttcould be likened to requiring tho newly
freed slaves in 1865 to get their freedom passports from the Plantation Owners, and to report to them for all
actions they took. There must be an Independent Board, representing the population of Alaska, who for a
decade have advocated for freedom and accountability in education. This is the most Important change
you should make.

#2. Sunset. The sunset clause of 2005 should be lifted and there should be no sunset, or at *ho earliest,
2015, Contract should be for ten years, not five.

#3. Funding. Clumcr schools should be funded no lower than the average school in the area that they
serve. They should be given housing without ®el, in addition to the per student funding. Without equal

funding iliw rannnr onnmpfp, Thiswnulrl Irypl Ihr, nlaviue finlri
I LUaKgJ VCIWIIO tv tVituLl UWMI tUMU Vi \;y P A ovww FHRox ¥ uMm

opportunity to help you gel such a bill passed in 2001.

Best wishes,

M b

Doij D. Dallas, P.E.

475 Forest Hills Drive

Fairbanks. AK 99775

Email: Doisdd@aol.com or dotticcfd@aol.com
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H.BV 101 - HESS/Charter Schools

Subject; H.B. 101 - HESS/Charter Schools
Date: Sun, 18 Feb 2001 17:49:55 -0900
From: "thomasalaska" <thomasalaska@gci.net>
To: "Representative Fred Dyson" <RepresentativeJFred_Dyson@ Legis.state. AK.US>

CC: "Linda Sharp" <Isharp@alaska.net>

Regresartatinve Dyson
On berdif of our 300 Souticentrd Aesdkamentas Labe No 46 d the Sos o woud liketo its

yoat for House Bl 101 We haewaked d withthe Mllage Cherter Sdod inAdoegetohd
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Ohtreaunset issLe, the schodls nesd sevard years leedtine to provice for rogramiretic aarntirLty. far
fadlity leeses, Saffing and sofath Owﬂpﬁj\?glsag}%e thet the praposad kil wil
presat ggp betvween tte sTdller sdhads like VCS ad schods ard will berdit the students acoad

Cn eese fovnadthis to HESSad dl legdatas? ifyau heve any questiars, fed freeto
anza)tgu rr%taruraNat561-3478 aa 3339101 imfeeg%ir@. A o akd e

Sogdy,

Honad Thaves
&?ﬁ%dmml\b%
Sysd Noway
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Subject: HB101
Date: Wed, 07 Feb 2001 15:57:38 -0900
From: "Lynn Aleshire" <lynn.aleshire@acsalaska.net>
To: Representative_Fred Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us

Rep. Dyson,

| just read through your HB 101 and am very pleased with the changes you
propose to charter school law. Of course, since we always want a little
bit more I'd like to ask if you would consider amending it to address
the new definition of a correspondence school.

As you know the State Board of Ed. recently accepted the
administration's new definition of a correspondence school which
targets Family Partnership Charter School and reduces its financing by
20%. This new definition presents our school with another tremendous
financial hurdle. We are considering legal action since we believe that
the new definition flies in the face of the legislature's original
intention for correspondence schools. It would save FPCS many, many
thousands of dollars in legal expenses and also would save our families
more hardship if the legislature would address this issue. The money we
have had to spend and will spend in our battles with DoEED would be much

better spent for educating kids.

Thanks for considering this issue and for your steadfast support for
better education for Alaska's kids.

Lynn Aleshire
FPCS APC Member

2/19/2001 11:10 AN
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«
charter bill And Midnight Sun family learning Center

17 Feb 2001 22:48:51 EST
BrwnBare@aol.com
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us

&%Q%te; %rter bill And Midhight Sun family learming Centter
Fom

To whom it may concern
I write this Email as a MOM . I am not a business owner or a
professional
But I would like to say a few things on this subject
To Start with | have twosmall children enrolled in Midnight sun. 1 have
not had to experience a " real School "Nor do | ever want to !
Without our school though , My children Would be home Schooled Which 1 had

planned on doing to start with

We have a school that has the most loving and caring environment We are
a true family . And No Where else ( besides My Home ) Would my kids be safe

We have a Saying around our school " We have school full of Mom®s™
And That 1in itsself should be good enough to get HB 101 Passed

Please take a look at our State of the Charter and the results of past few
yrs to see how important Charter schools are 11111 We have accomplishedSo
much . I would also like to invite you to see our little school and how

much fun learning can be
I am very grateful that you want this bill to pass and you see how important

charter Schools are
Like I said I am just a MOM and a Parent volunteer

Thanks for all you Do for our Charter Schools

Sincerely,
Cyndi Brown

lofl 2/19/2001 10:40 AM
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FROM  UILLAGE CHARTER SCHOOL PHONE NO. Feb. 15 2001 05:48PM P2

Dallas Engineering, Inc.

475 Forest Hills Drive
Fairbanks. Alaska 99775

February 15,200J

Representative Dyson
Members of HESS (Senate / House)
Members of die Alaska Legislature
RE: Charter Schools HB 101
Senators and Representatives:

Please consider my views when Representative D%/_son’s and Senator Betiyc Davis’ bills oomg forward for
yum rule. lama’icdicii pvliviwiuuuigLua, liAtiug 10 Al&KA In1974 to Ktlp the University rf
Alaska begin its petroleum technology program, after 25 years of working as a petroleum engineer in
private industry in North Dakota and the Williston Basin. | maintaina small office in Fairbanks even
now, although | am 78 years old and generally travelling, writing a book and coaching math part-time in
public schools in Fairbanks and Anchorage.

I hope you will pass a bill tills session that changes tho file of charter schools in Alaska. The prerant law is
crippling them. It precludes many who are interested from considering proposing a ciuutei, *ud ii moate*
extreme stress for many charter schools presently operating in Alaska.. It has also caused the demise of at
least one and probably more of the charters that have closed their doors.

Current law is flawed in the following major ways:

#1. Authorization. Thereshould be a choice of authorizing a?encie_s. Requiring charter schools to
subject themselves only to the local school districts Is 6uiclde, 1t could be likened to requiring tho newly
freed slaves in 1865 to get thoir freedom passports from the Plantation Owners, anti to report to them for all
actions they took. There must be an Independent Board, representing the population of Alaska, who for a
decade have advocated for freedom and accountability in education. This is the most important change
you should make.

#2. Sunset. The sunset clause of 2005 should be lifted and there should be no sunset, or at the earliest,
2015. Contract should be for tenyears, not five.

Cliarter schools should be funded no lower than the average school in the area that they
serve. They should be given housing without cost, in addition to the per student funding. Without equal

fandine tliw nannot mmnrtfi - This wmilrl tfival fhr. ntavinp fiolfl
VIImy VICDUV IVWUULE TIIVUI WJQUKT I miud” SIVilt UVtwvty A UM

opportunity Lohelp you gel sucha bill passed In 2001.

Best wishes,

Dl\o/!s D. Dallaé, P.E.

475 Forest Hills Drive

Fairbanks. AK 99773 _

Email: Doisdd@aol.com or dotticcfd@aol.oom
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February 16, 2001
Dear Legislators,

HB 101 is a well-written bill. Please give it your full
support to pass it this year. Itis overdue and will be a
welcome step of relief in the right direction.

There are three major concerns with the current
legislation: funding for many "“city" charters is half and

In some cases, less, than other "city" schools that you
fund. This is because in part the description written into
school funding formulas, which you can correct. Itis

also because "city" schools get local taxes, and in
Anchorage, none of that is passed on to the charters. Most
importantly, "city" and "rural" schools get facilities, in
many cases worth millions of dollars.

lam with the Village Charter School, having participated
since its design and currently serving as a K-3 teacher and
APC (governing committee) member.  We receive
approximately $3,850 per child, and from that, pay space /
facility. We have a terrible time working v/ith a landlord
with that budget and limp from year to year. Our fear now
Is that the economy is getting better, which means our
landlord can find much more attractive tenants than us.

The sunet should be lifted and the length of a contract 10
years with 5year renewable so that landlord negotiations
are improved.

Lastly, we struggle almost daily with school district
oversight challenges. |have spoken with School Board
Members and ASD executives, but it is as much that we can't
fit their "round holes" because we are a tiny, square peg.

An InJependent Board, such as Arizona has, would be idea.
Please take the time to visit their Independent Board’s
office and a dozen of their charters if you get the chance.

| visited 30 of their schools and believe that model is the
best in the US.

Best wishes, and I'l help you however Ican.

Linda Sharp

2710 West 34 Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99517
Tel. 245-5501

Email:  Isharp@ alaska.net
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Subject: H.B. 101 - HESS/Charter Schools
Date: Sun, 18 Feb 2001 17:49:55 -0900
From: "thomasalaska" <thomasalaska@gci.net>
To: "Representative Fred Dyson" <Representative_Fred _Dyson@ Legis.state. AK.US>
CC: "Linda Sharp" < 4iarp@alaska.net>

Regresataive Dysat
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Cn e fovnard this to HSSSad dl legdatas? Ad if youhave any questias, fed free to
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Honad Thares
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Subject; HBI01
Date: Wed, 07 Feb 2001 15:57:38 -0900
From: "Lynn Aleshire" <lynn.aleshire@acsalaska.net>
To: Representative_Fred Dyson@ legis.state.ak.us

Rep. Dyson,

I just read through your HB 101 and am very pleased with the changes you
propose to charter school law. 0f course, since we always want a little
bit more 1°d like to ask if you would consider amending it to address
the new definition of a correspondence school.

As you know the State Board of Ed. recently accepted the
administration®s new definition of a correspondence school which
targets Family Partnership Charter School and reduces its financing by
20%. This new definition presents our school with another tremendous
financial hurdle. We are considering legal action since we believe that
the new definition flies in the face of the legislature®s original
intention for correspondence schools. It would save FPCS many, many
thousands of dollars in legal expenses and also would save our families
more hardship if the legislature would address this 1issue. The money we
have 1™d to spend and will spend in our battles with DoEED would be much

bette” spent for educating kids.

Thanks for considering this issue and for your steadfast support for
better education for Alaska®"s Kkids.

Lynn Aleshire
FPCS APC Member


mailto:lynn.aleshire@acsalaska.net
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
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SL%S% ggqgr Fe|o| M %Ijig g[h%P family learning Center
To: % | Dyson@legis state.ak us

To whom it may concern
I write this Email as a MOM . I am not a business owner or a
professional
But | would like to say a few things on this subject

To Start with 1 have two small children enrolled in Midnight sun. Ihave
not had to experience a " real School 1INor do I ever want to !

Without our school though , My children Would be home Schooled Which 1 had
planned on doing to start with

We have a school that has the most loving and caring environment We
a true family . And No Where else ( besides My Home ) Would my kids be safe
We have a Saying around our school " We have school full of Mom®s"”
And That in itsself should be good enough to get HB 101 Passed
Please take a look at our State of the Charter and the results of past
yrs to see how important Charter schools are 11111 We have accomplished So
much . I would also like to invite youto see our little school and how

much fun learning can be
I am very grateful that you "./ant this bill to pass and you see how important
charter Schools are

Like I said I am just a MOM and a Parent volunteer
Thanks for all you Do for our Charter Schools
Sincerely,

Cyndi Brown
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AURORABO miLIS CHARTER SCHOOL

11247 Frontage Road Sie. A
Kenai, Alaska 99611
(907) 283-0292

Feonery 22,2001

To: Rep. AedDysou, Grarandenbers of te House HESS Gmittee
Slbjeot Syport of HB 101 regprainy Cherter Schools
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February 1Sf 2001

Representative Fred Dyson
Alaska State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: HB 101 (Charter Schools)

Dear Representative Dyson:

| write this letter in strong support of your HB 101, in which
you propose changes to the current statutes governing charter

schools. | have been associated with Aquarian Charter School
(Anchorage) since its beginning four years ago, as bhoth a parent
and chair of the school's Academic Policy Committee. When the

charter school laws were passed in 1995, they were a "first stab"
at a new situation. We now have four years under our belts. Your

proposed legislation corrects many of the shortcomings of the
original law.

For the sake of brevity I will not write about each of your
proposed changes, except to say that Xagree with them and with the
reasons provided in your accompanying Sponsor Statement. | do,

however, want to comment on your proposed Section 6, which amends
A.S. 14.17.905.

First, your change to A,S. 14.17.905(b)(2), in which you
propose to modify the funding base to be triggered by 100 students
ADM, rather than 200 students, is absolutely crucial. Whether 100,

200 or some other number, | presume we can all agree that these
figures are somewhat arbitrary. By definition charter schools are
most likely going to be small. What is unique and innovative at
the 100 student level, however, becomes surprisingly less
innovative at 200+ students. | speak from experience: at Aquarian
we went from 120 students .to 220 students, and | firmly believe

that we lost a lot of our ability to be innovative and flexible by
doubling.
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Rep. Fred Dyson
February 16, 2001
Page 2

Also, attracting 200 students to a new and/or already
underfunded school can be amazingly difficult. Walden Pond Charter
School was forced to close its doors this year for exactly that
reason, even though the students, parents, teachers, and the
Anchorage School District were all in agreement that Walden Pond
filled a much-needed niche. | do not think it's an overstatement
to say that Walden Pond folded because 200 students, rather than
100, was the statutorily-imposed "magic number” required to receive
full state funding (Walden Pond had approximately 130 students).

In short, something as simple as lowering the statutory number
to 100 students ADM would give both existing and future charter
schools a greater chance of succeeding than anyone who has not
witnessed this problem firsthand might imagine. Your proposed bill
is thus just right in this respect.

My second and last comment is also directed at another portion
of your proposed Section 6 (subparagraph 3), but here | recommend
that the Legislature not just add your proposed language regarding
"correspondence school"™ funding, but that the Legislature also
define what it means by these two words. Your proposed change to
A.S. 14.17.905(b)(3) ties funding at the 100% level to a charter
school "not (being] operated as a correspondence school.” This in
turn ties into the funding formula found at A.S. 14.17.430.

Please know, however, that these two clauses are ambiguous,
and that this ambiguity has already been the subject of litigation
between the DOE and Family Partnership Charter School ("FPCS"), a
home school charter school in Anchorage. | know this because | was
the lawyer who represented FPCS. During the litigation the DOE
stated that A.S. 14.03.905(b)(3) and 14.17.430 were ambiguous, in
that neither of these statutes define what <constitutes a

"correspondence school." The hearing officer held that although
via subsequent regulations the DOE tried to define "correspondence
school,” the DOE was unable to do so. In a nutshell, everyone

involved seemed to agree that this was a job for the Legislature.

The DOE also acknowledged that 1) a correspondence school is
typically a "distance delivery" model (such as the State-run
Alyeska correspondence school, where students rarely or never meet
their teachers, and lessons are mailed out and then mailed back for
grading), 2) FPCS was quite different, i.e., a "home school" that
had direct, personal and ongoing contact with teachers, in close
"partnership" with each student's parents, and (3) the Anchorage
School District--which worked most closely with FPCS--d.id not

consider FPCS to be a "correspondence school,” and ASD expressly
disagreed with DOE's attempt to classify FPCS as a correspondence
school. But because the Legislature did not define what it meant

by "correspondence school,” the DOE attempted to fund FPCS at only

{f101)3
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80%. Although the DOE eventually conceded that FPCS should be
funded at 100% for this year, 1 anticipate that to save money the
DOE will at some point in the future again try to classify FPCS as
a "correspondence school."

.l thus urge the Legislature to eliminate this ambiguity by now
defining "correspondence school.” This could be done very easily,
by simply adding the following underlined words to your proposed
AS. 14.03.905(b):

. and (3) the charter school is not operated as a
distance delivery correspondence school.

W hile FPCS ie in no way any type of a coi'respondence school--
"distance delivery" or otherwise--adding these two words would be
the simplest way to clarify this ambiguity.

Thank you, Representative Dyson, for sponsoring this bill, and
to all Representatives and Senators who ultimately support it.
Please call if you have questions.

Sincerely,

BIRCH, HORTON, BITTNER and CHEROT
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20 Feb 2001

Alaska State Legislature

Vic Knhring, Chair of HESS
Alaska State Capita], Room #104
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SUBJECT:
Dear Alaska State Legislature,

It is my intent that this letter supdports die passage and immediate implementation of HB101 and HB89. As
a parent of a student at The Academy Charter School, I am convinced that charter schools arc critical to the
development of education in our community. Charter schools provide diversity, relief from the ratense
overcrowding problems currently experienced in the Mat-Su, and even more, they provide an environment
for children to develop an appreciation for learning and growing as human beings. Remarkably, The
Academy Charter School requires no food service, no bus service, and has received very little support from
the district in even providing sewer and water. Yet as cost effective as this has been for the district, our
disappkoigltment as we are continuously shorted in both funding and services by the school district, had been
remarkable.

Legislative support in the form of a House Bill that provides more support for the charter schools would
provide stability and allow for better planning. It would encourage the educators and staff of these schools
to continue their efforts and pursue opportunities for our charter schools to improve educational
opportunities for our children. 1believe this is the goal we would all like to achieve.

I would like to voice my unequivocal support, and even gratitude, for your efforts to improve opportunities
for charter schools in Alaska. 1 assure you that based upon my experience with That Academy Charter
School, your efforts are not wasted. In fad, as | mentioned above, you could not do better than invest in
this type of educational resource. The return in learning po-dollar spent is simply remarkable. Thank you
for taking the time to read my letter.

Sincerely,

Marc H. Peterson

Sr. Project Manager

USARAK Hazardous Waste Management Contract
(Parent of a charter school student)

Food Service « Janitorial Service « General Contracting « Environmental Service
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Kenai Peninsula Borough School District
Homer Charter School

Academic Policy Committee
P.O. Box 474  Homer, AK. 99603  (907) 235-9728

February 20,2001

P.e: HB 101 Charter School Bill

Tho Academic Policy Committee, APC supports HB 101, except for the following
considerations.

The Homer Charter School is in its fourth year of operation.

The APC feels the cap on Charier Schools should be kept lo 30 until financial concerns of
existing schools are addressed properly. The Federal grants for ‘planning and
implementation’ have been adequate for getting the programs off and running. What is
lacking is the operating revenue to keep up with rising salary cost9. The State of Alaska
should recognize each Charter School as a separate school, no matter what size. Funding
needs to be allocated to School District’s according to the State’s formula for each
Charter School no matter what size.

D% nolt increase the number of Charter Schools until each is funded as a separate
school.

Garry Belley Aoadcmic Policy Member

/



Representative Fred D yson

Alaska State Legislature M emorandum

« Interim (May-Dec.| -
10928 Eagle River Rd.. Suite HO
Eagle River. Alaska 99577

w i907j 09--0083
tAX (907) 694-1015 FQbruary 12,2m1

« Session (lan -May) -
Alaska State Capitol
luneau. Alaska 99801-1182
»(907) 465-2199

FAX (907) 465-4587 TO Rarﬂy

Toll free (800) 342-2199

Fom  HedDyson !
State Representati

RE Request for consiceration of HB 101 Charter schools

| respectfully request that you consider HB 101, An Act Relating to
Cmrtpg(r:ﬁsghgolgq at your e%rliest convenience.L &

Assuming your schedule permits, Tuescay, February 20 will be fire.

Thank you.

* E-mail -
Representative_rred_Dyson
CTlLegis state ak us

- Internet -
http //www akrepublicans org



Bite Referred to Committee: February 12,2001 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance

Date of Committee Action:
The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 101
HOUSE BULL NO. 101 CHARTER SCHOOLS

"An Act relating to charter schools; and providing for an effective date."

Recommends it be replaced with CS L s [ JSame Title [ ] New Title
For Senate Bills with new title: ( J Technical Title [ ] New Title: HCR_

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to Committee
[ ] Letterof Intent Committee

NEW FISCAL NOTES PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES

Abbrev. *For Chief Clerk’s Office Use Only List by Dept(s): FH Fiscal  Indet. Zero
Efpis_: ) P List by Dept(s):  Fiscal ~ Indct.  Zero

ADM I

CED

COR |

CRT

EED

DEC

DFG

GOV

HSS

LAA

LAW

LWF

MVA

DNR

DPS

REV

DOT I
UA | . .



COMMITTEE:HOUSE HEALTH, SUBJECT.HB HB 101-CHARTER SCHOOLS

EDUCATION & SOCIAL
SERVICES

DATE: February 22, 2001

PLEASE SIGN IN

PLEASE PRINT: ADDRESS REPRESENTING DO YOU
PIIONE
NAME & TITLE (MAILING & ZIP) (No Acronyms, Please) Trar iy

d/\e! A z/5/3






SESSION ADDRESS:
Alaska State Capital
Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182
(907)465-4925
Fax:(907)465-3517
Toll Free: 1-800-821-4925

To:

From:
Date:

Re:

A laska State L egislature

INTERIM ADDRESS:
112 Mill Bay Road
Kodiak, Alaska 99615
(907) 486-4925
Fax:(907)486-5264

Representative G ary Stevens

M EMORANDUM

Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman
House Committee on Health, Education and Social Services

Representative ~ Gary
April 23, 2001
HB 105

| would respectfully request that you hold a hearing on HB 105, “An Act relating to the
base student allocation used in the formula for state funding of public education; and
providing for an effective date” at your earliest convenience.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Akhiok « Karlttk « Kodiak < larscn Bay « Old Harbor ¢ Ouzinkie « Port Lions

Kcprescntative_Gary_Slevens(<j)lcgis.stalc.ak.us



A laska State L egislature

SESSION ADDRESS: INTERIM ADDRESS:
Alaska State Capitol 112 Mill Bay Road
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 Kodiak. Alaska 99615

(907) 465-4925 (907) 486-4925

Fax:(907)465-3517 Fax: (907)486-5264

Toll Free: 1-800-821-4925

Representative G ary Stevens

STA
House Bill 105
Foundation Formula Increase

The Stale ofAIaskas PUb|IC Educatlon Funding Formrula is based on a specific
anglgjnetlger student ocation was established In 1998
rstu not been increased since that tinre, House

lb&l INCreases thls aIIocatlon by $101 00, Increasing the per student dollar to

Dunng the Inflation hes had ani plic school funadjng
o ot of e Coeer ] I oLt oo Joehy

eroded % tine. Aﬂ though the State's contribution to the 53 school dlistricts has

Increased 54%since FYBB, the effect of annual nflation, as well as an increase In
student enroliment has negated this growth, and inceed the purchasing power of
the student dollar has been diminishéd.

The public school foundation program has lost 13%%%0n astudent dollar basis
since FY88 due to the cumula ve of annual Inflation. House Bill 106

proposes to recoup some of this loss.

Supporters of aword class educational system for Alaska must agree thet, while
same time inflation Is eroding the purchasing povver for thestudent dollar,
e Alaskans are asking our public schools to take 0N rmre
responsibility in three general areas, HIst, parents toda n¥ regularly drop
off thelrchll ren atschool early inthe momln and Joick themiu erwo
S(Personne today prow e notonly cl assroom |nstruct|on these stucents
offer the emotional, social, andmoral support neecied before and after
regu ar sc ool hours at a IeveI unheard of ageneration ago. Tte reased time
thet a child spends at school naturally incredses the respomlblllty of the local
teachers and administrators,

Akhiok « Karluk « Kodiak ¢ Larsen Bay ¢ Old Harbor « Ouzinkie ¢ Port Lions
Representaiive_Gary_Stcvens@legis.slale.ak.us


mailto:Rcprcscntaiivc_Gary_Stcvcns@legis.slale.ak.us

Sponsor Staterent for House Bill 106
Foundation Formula Increase

Secondly & rfon‘nance standards and the COI'Tespo ndmﬁood o ments become

r%mvw?r&accegt rmascorm*o Ieforstudentqeamlng Child Iarv]ato

need extra Innovative instruction to mester these standards will be identified and
teachers will offer appropriate remedial learming opportunities.. The acded

tutoring sessions for some students may be offered within the reqular

school day or duri %urdayorsurmer schodl program This adlded
accountalility 1s astep I the right direction, but It does have substantlal Impact

on the financial resources of our local school districts,

Lastly, classroom teachers are on the frontllne with our chlldren and must be

Qee's%r%%"%“abta‘ﬁgf"r : eamml?est R poale /iiaskay"“h%ie&smcts

V\nththeresportsl I ofrecrwtlngandretalnlnga igh yq

V\DI’kaI‘CGataterE rsare inshort su S IS Mot
and, In Some Cases, rernoteness and |soIat|on ol?gh/lndl dual s

difficult task even more difficult an obligation to provide
alatltﬁlcrzuatft\e i Y”t% oal ptltbllcschool T et e gt gstrvuctscanhure
nauall

Public education is faced with the unenviable posmon assumlnsct; Qreater
responsibility with a reduction in the purchas cent callar.

aska cann0t continue to ask its 53 school dlstrl to meet all these additional
responS|b|I|t|es with a dwindling buciget, therefore, addltlonal fundingisa
necessity. The increase of $10L rstudent a5 proviced in House Bl 105 will
assist odr Iocal school dlistricts o meet and hopetully exceed, the public's

expectations and demands.
Please join me in endorsing House Bill 106




Health, Education, and Social Services Comm ittee

Alaska State Legislature
House of Representatives

We the undersigned agree to waive HB 105 from our House Health, Education, and Social Services
Committee.

House Bill 105; An act relating to the base student allocation used in the formula for state funding of
public education; and providing for an effective date.

Date; April 23, 2001

Representative Fred Dyson, Chair
Representative Peggy Wilson, Vice
Representative Sharon Cissna
Representative John Coghill
Representative Reggie Joule
Representative Vic Kohring

Representative Gary Stevens

Alaska State Capitol, Room 106 « Juneau, Alaska 99801
(907) 465-3759 phone « (907) 465-4587 fax
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April 24,2001
House Hinance Committiee
Iammﬂtingtoywtaﬂayin&moﬂoﬂ-BlOSFamhtimForrmla

Tteacher

Oxschoolsaresul‘fen%?g’{?l ﬁa et | rg&l}é)fﬂjﬂrq \eneedto
Ittle resouross; mucn ofwhat

I'teachers aIT
scomrg

a K-Beach th
%y.g?ﬁé}%%@c?& Cl|assesalrmst| Iole Toy a;
In this Sifuation, nost ortreir tine IS soent cealing With alisc |ne
ISSUes andcrowd , ThisIs unacoatable tone.

ea?gm%gﬁg%&ardﬂdm’sedmmﬁmmmm; It

Trankyou foryour consickration,

Jackie Ansotegui
907-283-8405
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Health, Education, and Social Services Comm ittee

Alaska State Legislature

House of Representatives

We the undersigned agree to waive HB 105 from our House Health, Education, and Social Services
Committee.

House Bill 105; An act relating to the base student allocation used in the formula for state funding of
public education; and providing for an effective date.

Date: April 23, 2001

Alaska State Capitol, Room 106 « Juneau, Alaska 99801
(907) 405-3759 phone « (907) 455-4587 fax



Department of Education and Early Development Prepared by Mindy Lobaugh
Foundation Program
Base Allocation Increase

April 19,2001
$20,000,000 INCREASE $25.000,000 MILLION INCREASE $30.000,000 MILLION INCREASE
$101 INCHEASE BASE ALLOCATION TO $4,041  $126 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION TO $4,066  $151 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION TO $4,001
Total Total i Total
FY02 $20,000,000 Funding Entitement $25,000,000 Funding Entitement 'm$30,000,000 Funding Entitlement
Projected Increase In Floor Difference @ Increase In Floor Difference @ WIncrease In  Floor  Difference @
DISTRICT State Aid State Aid Difference $20,000,000 State Aid  Difference  $25,000,000 State Aid  Difference $*0,000,000
118,429 (22,372) 177,058 (45,823)
Alculkin Region 31,335 (12,534) (15,637)
Aleutians East Borough 119,292
Anchorage
Annette Island 77,694
542,841 542,841 677,208
Bristol Bay Borough 60,344 75,280 90,217
62,406
39,662 (15,865) 47,532 (19,013)
Copper River 139,282 (15,984) 123,298 208,234 (15,984) 192,250
Cordova 84,127 (33,650) 62,970
91,486 0
Dclla/Grecly 130,053 155,857
Denali Borough 92,814
Dillingham 116,473 (46,589) 174,133 (69,653)
Fairbanks N. Star Borough 2,230,351 2,230,351 2,782,419
(129,807) 242,906
Haines Borough (7,573) (7,573) (7,573)
(19,451) (24,266) (29,080)
(56,440) (70,410) (84,380)
Juneau Borough 790,334
(9.885)
117,952
Kcnai Peninsula Borough 1,497,460 1,497,460
Ketchikan Gateway Boroug 357,914 357,914
(17,434)
Kodiak Island Borough
Kuspuk (60,436)
ake & Peninsula Borough (65,982) (82,314) (98,646) 147,970
Lower Kuskokwim (498,525) (597.439)
Lower Yukon 528,590
Mat-Su Borough 1,906,518 1,906,518 2,378,428 2,850,338
156,556 156,556 195,308
Nome 145,906 (50,608) (65,055) (79,501)



Department ol Education and Early Development
Foundation Program
Base Allocation Increase

April 19, 2001
$20,000,000 INCREASE
$101 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION TO $4,041
Total

FY02 $20,000,000 Funding Entitlement
Projected  Increase In Floor Difference @
DISTRICT State Aid State Aid Difference $20,u00,000
North Slope Borough 9,885,875 525,966 0 525,966
Northwest Arctic Borough 20,358,082 604,428 0 604.428
Pelican 420,585 6,951 (2.780) 4171
Petersburg 3,025,635 103,239 0 103,239
Pribilof 1,064,937 42,868 (6,855) 36,013
Sitka Borough 6,400,649 230,815 0 230,815
Skagway 886,624 31,218 (12.487) 18,731
Southeast Island 2,941,152 69,863 (27,945) 41,918
Southwest Region 5,979,493 223,345 0 223,345
St Mary’s 1,747,266 42,344 (16,937) 25,407
Tatiana 1,280,078 33,526 0 33,526
IJnalaskn 2,023,121 74,200 (29,664) 44,536
Valdez 3,672,455 145,351 (31,096) 114,255
Wrangell 2,364,305 75,737 0 75,737
Yakulat 1 148,203 37,353 (10,466) 26,887
Yukon Fats 4,087,475 115,657 (46.263) 69,394
Yukon/Koyukuk 5,492,033 159,350 0 159,350
Yupiit 3,831.544 123,602 (49,441) 74.161
Alveska Central School * 4,338,941 110,777 0 110,777
MI. Fdgccumhce High Sclux 1,321.400 48,928 0 48,928

Other / Contracts 26,096,100
TOTAL 665,017,725 21,355,432 (1,191,738) 20,163,694

G:\Mindy\RequestsM20-25-30MillionBaselncrease.xIsJ20. 25, 30 Million Increase

$25,000,000 MILLION INCREASE
$126 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION TO $4,066

$25,000,000Funding
Increase In

State Aid

656,156
754.039
8,671
128,793
53,479
287,948
38,945
87,156
278,628
52.826
41,824
92,566
181,329
94,483
46,599
144,284
198,793
154,196
138,197
61,039

Floor

Total

Entittement $ $30,000,000

Difference @ ' Increase In

Difference$25,000,000 r = State Aid

0

0
(3,468)
0
(11,099)
0
(15,578)
(34,862)
0
(21,130)
0
(37,01 1)
(45,488)
0
(14,164)
(57,714)
0
(61,678)
0

0

26,641,430 (1,491,313)

656,156
754,039
5,203
128,793
42,380
287,948
23,367
52,294
278,628
31,696
41,824
55,555
135,841
94,483
32,435
86,570
198,793
92,518
138,197
61,039

25,150,117

786,346
903,650
10,392
154,347
64,090
345,080
46,672
104,449
333,911
63,307
50,123
110,932
217,307
113,230
55,845
172,912
238,236
184,791
165,617
73,150

Prepared by Mindy Lobaugh

$30,000,000 MILLION INCREASE
$151 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION TO $4,001

Total

Funding Entitlement

Floor

Difference @

Difference $30,000,000

0
0
(4,157)
0
(15,343)
0
(18,669)
(41,780)
0
(25,322)
0
(44,357)
(59,879)
0
(17,862)
(69,165)
0
(73,916)
0
0

31,927,429 (1,782,440)

786,346
903,650
6,235
154,347
48,747
345,080
28,003
62,669
333,911
37,985
50,123
66,575
157,428
113,230
37,983
103.747
238,236
110,875
165,617
73,150

30,144,989



THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT(S)
HAVE BEEN REFILMED TO
ASSURE LEGIBILITY OR PAGINATION
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Health, Education, and Social Services Comm ittee

Alaska State Legislature
House of Representatives

We the undersigned agree to waive HB 105 from our House Health, Education, and Social Services
Committee.

House Bill 105; An act relating to the base student allocation used in the formula for state funding of
public education; and providing for an effective date.

Date: April 23, 2001

Alaska State Capitol, Room 106 « Juneau, Alaska 99801

(907) 465-3759 phone » (907) 465-4587 fax
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Department ol Education and Early Development Prepared by Mindy Lobaugh
Foundation Program
Base Allocation Increase
$25,000,000 MILLION INCREASE $30,000,000 MILLION INCREASE
$126 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION TO $4,066  $151 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION TO $4,091

Total S Total

$20,000,000 INCREASE
$101 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION TO $4,041

FY02 $20,000,000 Funding Ent-il;loetr?qlent $25,000,000 Funding Entittement  $30,000,000 Funding Entitlement

Projected Increase In Floor Difference @ Increase In Floor Difference @ $ Increase In  Floor Difference @
DISTRICT State Aid State Aid  Difference $20,000,000 State Aid  Difference $25,000,000 State Aid Difference $30,000,000
Alaska Gateway 4,720,721 118,429 (22,372i 96,057 (45,823)
Aleutian Region 1,170,144 31,335 (12,534) 18,801 (15,637)
Aleutians East Borough 2,822,075 95,623 0 95,623 142,961
Anchorage 193,595,132 | 6,775,142 0 6.775,142
Annette Island 867,075 62,273 0 62,278 77,694
Bering Strait 15,583,586 542,841 0 542,841 677,208
Bristol Bay Borough 1,340,580 60,344 0 60,344 90,217
Chatham 2,148,172 62,406 0 62,406 77,853 93,300
Chugach 1,698,865 31,793 (12,717) 19,076 (15,865) (19,013) 28,519
Copper River 5,324,548 139,282 (15,984) 123,298 (15,984) 208,234 (15,984) 192,250
Cordova 2,638,380 84,127 (33,650) 50,477
Craig 3,013,383 91,486 0 91,486
Dclla/Grecly 4,246,748 \ 104,249 0 104,249 155,857
Denali Borough 2,422,605 74,398 0 74,398 92,814
Dillingham 3,870,502 116,473 (46,589) 69,884 174,133 (69,653)
Fairbanks N. Star Borough 63,086,196 2,230,351 0 2,230,351 2,782,419
Galena 14,450,362 324,518  (129,807) 194.711 242,906
Haines Borough 1,931,769 70,070 (7,573) 62,497 (7,573) 79,841 (7,573)
lloonah 1.737,765 48,628 (19,451) 29,177 (29,080)
llydaburg 909,539 22,626 0 22,626
Idilarod Area 5,765,716 141,100 (56,440) 84,660 (70,410) 105,616 (84,380)
Juneau Borough 20,427.809 790,334 0 790,334
Kakc 1,140,552 33,018 (6,615) 26.403 (9,885)
Kashunamiut 2,037,788 78,895 0 78,895
Kcnai Peninsula Borough 41,665,482 1,497,460 0 1,497,460
Ketchikan Gateway Boroug 9,550,271 357,914 0 357,914
Klawock 1,636,402 43,585 (17,434) 26,151 (26,065)
Kodiak Island Borough 13,523,703 468,563 0 468,563 700,525
Kuspuk 4,679,476 151,091 (60,436) 90,655
l.akc& Peninsula Borough 5,959,944 164,955 (65,982) 98,973 (82,314) (98,646) 147,970
Lower Kuskokwim 35,139,517 999,030  (399,612) 599,418 (498,525) (597,439)
Lower Yukon 14,605,616 528,590 0 528,590 790,268
Mal-Su Borough 61,647,537 1,906,518 0 1,906,518 2,378,428 2,850,338
Ncnana 6,063,818 156,556 0 156,556 195,308
Nome 4,929,994 145,906 (50,608) 95,298 (65,055) (79,501)

Tcf



Department ol Education ana Early Development Prepared by Mindy lobaugh

Foundation Program
Base Allocation Increase

April 19. 2001
$20,000,000 INCREASE $25,000,000 MILLION INCREASE $30,000,000 MILLION INCREASE
Total Total % Total
FY02 $20,000,000 Funding Entittement  $25,000,000 Funding Entitlement I $30,000,000 Funding Entitlement
Projected Increase In Floor Difference @ Increase In Floor Difference <© mlincrease In Floor Difference @
DISTRICT State Aid Slate Aid Difference $20,000,000 State Aid  Difference $25,000,000 \ State Aid Difference $30,000,000
Norlli Slope Borough 9.885,875 525,966 0 525,966 656,156 0 656,156 786,346 0 786,346
Northwest Arelie Borough 20,358,082 6ni, 428 0 604,428 754,039 0 754,039 903,650 0 903,650
Pelican 420,585 6,951 (2,780) 4,171 8,671 (3,468) 5,203 10,392 (4,157) 6,235
Petersburg 3,025,635 103,239 0 103,239 128,793 0 128,793 154,347 0 154,347
Pribilof 1,064,937 42,868 (6,855) 36,013 53,479 (11,099) 42,380 64,090 (15,343) 48,747
Silka Borough 6,400,649 230,815 0 230,815 287,948 0 287,948 345,080 0 345,080
Skagway 886,624 31,218 (12,487 18,731 38,945 (15,578 23,367 46,672 (18,669) 28,003
Southeast Island 2,941,152 69,863 (27,945) 41,918 87,156 (34,862) 52,294 104,449 (41 780) 62,669
Southwest Region 5,979,493 223,345 0 223,345 278,628 0 278.628 333,911 0 333,911
St. Mary's 1,747,266 42,344 (16,937) 25,407 52,826 (21,130) 31,696 63,307 (25,322 37,985
Tanana 1,280,078 33,526 0 33,526 41.B24 0 41,824 50,123 é 50,123
Unalaska 2,023,121 74,200 (29,664) 44,536 92.5S6 (37,011) 55,555 110,932 (44,357) 66,575
Valdez 3,672,455 145,351 (31,096) 114,255 181,329 (45,488) 135,841 217,307 (59,879) 157,428
Wrangell 2,364,305 75,737 0 75,737 94,483 0 94,483 113,230 0 113,230
Yakulat 1,448,203 37,353 (10,466) 26,887 46,599 (14,164) 32.435 55,845 (17,862) 37,983
Yukon [-lals 4,087,475 115,657 (46.263) 69,394 144,284 (57,714) 86,570 172,912 (69,165) 103,747
I'ukon/Koyukuk 5,492,033 159,350 0 159,350 198,793 0 198,793 238,236 0 238,236
Yupiit 3,831,544 123.602 (49,441) 74,161 154,196 (61,678) 92,518 184,791 (73,916) 110,875
Alveska Central School * 4,338,941 110,777 0 110,777 138,197 0 138,197 165,617 0 165,617
MI. lidgecumbe High Schor 1,321,400 48,928 0 48,928 61,039 0 61,039 73,150 0 73,150
Other I Contracts 26,096,100
TOTAL 665,017,725 21,355,432 (1,191,738) 20,163,694 26,641,430 (1,491,313) 25,150,117 31,927,429 (1,782,440) 30,144,989

G \Mindy\Requests\[20-25-30MillionBaselncrease.xIs]20, 25, 30 Million Increase

20! 2
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4/20/01

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 105( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Shonsor s): REPRESENTATIVES STEVENS, Harris, Hayes, Davies, Lancaster, Halcro, Scalzi, Murkowski,
enau

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to the base student allocation used in the formula for state funding of

public education; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.17.470 is amended to read:
Sec. 14.17.470. Base student allocation. The base student allocation is
S4.041 [S3.940].
* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 2001.

-1- CSHB 105( )
New Texc Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED)



