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Joe: Today is M arch 28, 2000, and I am a private investigator and legal
assistant for the law firm o f Robinson and Beisw enger o f Soldotna, A lajka. I am on the 
phone with M r. D rew  Scalzi. Mr. Scalzi for the purpose of this, I would like to make a 
formal taped interview  with you regarding the Governor's nominations for the North 
Pacific Fisheries M anagem ent Council, the vancant seats, and I would ju st like to get a 
quick interview  with you but I need your permission.

Scalzi: Yes

Joe: Prior to March 15, 2000, did the G overnor of Alaska or his agent or
representative ever contact you and ask for advice from you regarding the North Pacific 
Fisheries M anagem ent Council nominations o f the following people: David Benton, 
Jam es Bacon, Larry Shelton, Robert Penny, Phillip Cutler and Tim othy Everst?

Scalzi: No

Joe: A nd I understand that you were telling m e that you sent an em ail to the
G overnor prior to that, and you were in favor o f Chris Norris to be appointed to the open 
seat?

Scalzi: That is correct. Chris Norris had seeked my support for the nomination to
the North Pacific Fisheries M anagem ent Council and I emailed the Governor's office for 
that purpose.

Joe: Right, but as far as you being a repres :ntative o f the Kenai Peninsula
Borough or D rew  Scalzi o f person, you were never contacted in any way, shape or form 
regarding the nom inees that I mentioned.

Scalzi: No sir, I  was never contacted.

T ap in g  by Joe Malatesta, Sr., of p ho ne  call to:

Joe: End o f  interview.



T ap in g  by  Jo e  M ala te s ta  S r., o f  p h o n e  call to:

Joe: Today is M arch 28, 2000, and I am an investigator for the law  firm  o f
Robinson and Beisw enger o f Soldotna, Alaska, and I am w orking on the G overnor o f
Alaska's nom inations to the North Pacific Fisheries M anagem ent Council and I am on the 
phone with Roy Brown o f the K odiak Fish Com pany in Kodiak. Roy, is it okay to make a 
quick taped interview with you regarding what we ju s t talked about?

Roy: Very good.

Joe: W hat I would like to do is, you are the m anager in K odiak; is that w hat
your position is at the K odiak Fish Company?

Roy: I am personnel m anager with a few  other hats for this com pany located in
Kodiak. Yes.

Joe: A nd prior to M arch 15, 2000, did the G overnor o f A laska, M r. Knowles,
or any o f his representative o r agents contact you regarding his nom inations to the seats 
on the N orth Pacific Fisheries M anagem ent Council those nom inations being: D avid 
Benton, Jam es Bacon, Larry Shelton, Robert Penny, Phillip Cutler, and T im othy Everst?

Roy: No, I w as never personally contacted.

Joe: End of interview.



Joe: Today is M arch 28, 2 0 0 0 ,1 am the investigator with the law firm
o f Robinson and Beisw enger o f Soldotna, A laska, and I am on the phone telephonically 
with Ms. Shellikoff, and I am under the im pression that you are the president o f the Falls 
Pass Tribal Council, is that correct?

Shellikoff: Correct

Joe: W hat I would like to do with your permission, is m ake a quick
taped interview regarding G overnor K nowles' nom inees for the North Pacific Fisheries 
M anagem ent Council? Can I have your perm ission?

Shellikoff: Yes

Joe: M y question to you is prior to M arch 15, 2000, did the G overnor
m eaning Mr. Knowles or any agent o r representative o f the G overnor's office ever contact 
you regarding his nom inations who are D avid Benton, James Bacon, Larry Shelton, 
Robert Penny, Phillip  Cutler, and Tim othy Everst?

Shellikoff: No

Tap in g  by Joe Malatesta, Sr., of p h o n e  call to:

Joe: End of interview.



Joe: Today is M arch 30, 2000, and I am the legal assistant and investigator
with the law firm o f Robinson and Beisw enger o f Soldotna, Alaska, and I am on the 
phone with Mr. T erry  G ardner from Norquest Seafood Inc. Mr. G ardner can I have your 
perm ission to m ake a quick taped interview  with you sir. M ay I have your perm ission?

Gardner: Sure

Joe: I ju s t have a few questions regarding your possible knowledge of
G overnor K now les o r any o f his agents or representatives prior to M arch 15, 2000, did 
they ever contact you regarding their nom inees to the North Pacific Fisheries 
M anagem ent Council being: David Benton, James Bacon, Larry Shelton, Robert Penny, 
Phillip C utler or T im othy Everst.

Gardner: W e had prior to that tim e sent in a letter recom m ending Chris Norris for
appointm ent to one o f the vacancies and we received a phone call from  the Governor's 
office, prior to or the day o f the public announcem ent I guess a courtesy call o f what they 
were going to announce there to nominees.

Joe: So I take it from  your answ er that prior to the public announcem ent they
never contacted you and asked your opinion about the nominees.

Gardner: No

T ap in g  b y  Joe Malatesta, Sr., of p h o n e  call to:

Joe: End o f interview.



Joe: Today is M arch 28, 2000, and I am a legal assistant and investigator for
the law firm  o f Robinson and Beisw enger of Soldotna. I am on the phone telephonic to 
H alibut Cove to C lem  Tillion. Mr. Tillion is okay if I do a quick taped interview with 
you regarding the G overnor's nom inees to fill vacancies on the N orth Pacific Fisheries 
Council.

Clem: Yes, a long as you don't ask me to criticize him.

Joe: No, I don’t want you to criticize anyone sir. M y questions are this, prior to
M arch 15th, 2000, w ere you contacted by the Governor himself, M r. Knowles, or an agent 
or representative or him , regarding his nominees for appointm ents to the seats being, 
D avid Benton, Jam es Bacon, Larry Shelton, Robert Penny, Phillip Cutler, Tim othy 
Everst.

Clem: No, I never discussed any o f those names.

Joe: Okay. That's all I need to know. Mr. Tillion. Did you ever have contact
with the G overnor's office regarding someone that you wished o r that you thought would 
be a good person to take an open seat?

Clem: Yes, I did. I recom m ended Chris Norris o f Petersburg to take the vacated
seat.

Joe: Mr. T illion, so then I guess you were shocked as m ost o f us were, when
you read the paper on M arch 15th?

Clem: I was a little startled, but I don't think anybody had any warning.

T a p i n g  by Joe Malatesta, Sr., of p ho ne  call to C l e m  Tillion

Joe: End o f conversation.



Joe: Today is M arch 28, 2 0 0 0 ,1 am the investigator for the law office of
R obinson and B eisw enger in Soldnotna. I am on the phone long distance with Mr. Jensen 
and I need perm ission to make a quick taped interview with you regarding the Governor's 
nom inations for the seats that are open on the North Pacific Fisheries M anagem ent 
Council. Can I have your perm ission?

Jensen: Yes, okay, we'll see what you say anyway.

Joe: Okay, fine. M y question to you is prior to M arch 15, 2000, which is just a
couple o f weeks ago, were you ever contacted by the Governor's office or an agent of the 
G overnor or a representative o f the Governor about your opinion o f his nominees of 
D avid Benion, Jam es Bacon, Larry Shelton, Robert Penny, Phillip Cutler, and Timothy 
Everst.

Jensen: No.

Joe: You are on the list as a contact for the Governor, and that is the only
reason I called. I am  ju s t trying to figure out you know, if you had ever been contacted 
and you answ ered that question, short and sweet. That's all I needed to know. End of 
interview.

T ap in g  by Joe Malatesta, Sr., of p h o n e  call to M r .  Jensen



Joe: Today is M arch 28, 2 0 0 0 ,1 am the investigator for the law firm of
Robinson and Beisw enger in Soldotna, Alaska, and I am on the phone with M itch 
Kilborn, General M anager of W estern Alaska Fisheries, Inc., in Kodiak. Mr. Kilborn is it 
alright if  I do a quick taped interview with you, it will only take a m inute regarding 
G overnor Knowles and his appointments to the North Pacific Fisheries Council seats?

K ilborn: Sure. Go ahead sir, frankly, I don't really know  much about those two
gentlem en. But I will answ er what questions I can.

Joe: I would like to know this. Prior to M arch 15, 2000, did the governor
him self or any representative o r agent o f the Govern ir, ever contact you, regarding your 
opinion or anything on his nominees David Benton, Jam es Bacon, Larry Shelton, Robert 
Penny, Phillip Cutler and Tim othy Everst?

Kilborn: No, I was never contacted.

T ap in g  b y  Joe Malatesta, Sr., of p h o n e  call to Mitch Kilborn

Joe: End o f interview.



Joe: Today is March 28, 2000, I am the investigator fo r the law firm  of
Robinson and Beiswenger o f Soldotna, and I am on the phone with Jeff Thom as of 
W estern A laska Fisheries, Inc., in Seattle. Mr. Thom as, I would like take a quick taped 
interview  with you regarding the recent nominations for the open seats on the North 
Pacific Fisheries M anagem ent Council that G overnor Knowles m ade? D o I have your 
perm ission?

Thom as: Yes

Joe: M y question is basically very sim ple, prior to M arch 15, 2000, did the
G overnor o f A laska, Mr. Knowles, or any o f his agents or representatives ever contact 
you regarding your input on his nominees David Benton, James Bacon, Larry Shelton, 
R obert Penny, Phillip Cutler, and Tim othy Everst?

Thom as: No.

Joe: Has anyone else contacted you regarding that sir?

T a p i n g  by Joe Malatesta, Sr., of p ho ne  call to Jeff T h o m a s

Thom as: No
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F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date 3/18/99____________
Title

STATE OF ALASKA
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Cook Inlet Beluga Population
Dept. Affected________________

' B R U __________________
Component__________________

BILL NO. SJR 17

Sponsor
Requester

SRES
Component Serial No.

Expenditures/Revenues
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04 FY 05
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

mCHANGE IN REVENUES [

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/M rntal Health
1091 Desigrated Program Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY99) cost: 
POSITIONS

0.0

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This resolution is anticipted to have no fiscal impact on state agencies.

Prepared by SenatrfResoq/ce^Comripittee 
Division
Approved by Sen'
Agency

Phone 465-4907 
Date 3/22/99
Date

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Logislative Office
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Title

STATE OF ALASKA
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Cook Inlet Beluga Population
Dept. Affected________________

‘bru __________________
Component__________________

BILL NO. SJR 17

Sponsor
Requester

S R to

Expenditures/Revenues
Component Serial No. 
(Thousands of Dollars)

O P E R A T I N G  E X P E N D I T U R E S F Y  00 F Y  01 F Y  02 F Y  03 F Y  04 F Y  05

Personal Sen/ices 0.0
T ravel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P I T A L  E X P E N D I T U R E S  |

C H A N G E  I N  R E V E N U E S  [ ] | i I !

F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
1091 Designated Program Receipts

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t i m a t e  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( F Y 9 9 )  c o s t : 0.0

P O S I T I O N S

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

A N A L Y S I S :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This resolution is anticipted to have no fiscal impact on state agencies.

Prepared by Senate Resources Committee 
Division
Approved by Senator Rick Halford, Chairman 
Agency __________________________

Phone_ 
Date_
Date

465-4907
3/22/99

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call tho Governor's Logislntive Office
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3/19/99

CS F O R  SE N A T E  JO IN T  R E SO L U T IO N  NO. 17(RES)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TW ENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

O f f e r e d :

R e f e r r e d :

Sponsor(s): SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

A R E SO L U T IO N

R equesting  th a t the  N ational M arin e  F isheries Service an d  the U nited  S tates 

C ongress ac t im m ediately  to reverse the  decline o f the Cook In le t beluga w hale 

population  and  to regu la te  the harvest o f the  beluga w hales in C ook In le t un til 

the beluga w hale popu la tion  has recovered.

BE IT  R E SO LV ED  BY T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F T H E  ST A TE O F A LA SK A :

W H E R E A S the National M arine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is responsible under the 

Vlarine M am m al Protection A ct (M M PA) for m anagem ent and protection o f beluga whales 

n Alaska; and

W H E R E A S NMFS has concluded that, although the data on population trends of Cook 

nle t beluga whales are incom plete, the Cook Inlet beluga whale population appears to have 

leclined in recent years, prim arily due to overharvest; and

W H E R E A S  NM FS has concluded that the Cook Inlet beluga whale population was 

it least 650 in 1994; and

W H E R E A S  the m ost recent NM FS surveys place the Cook Inlet beluga whale 

lopulation at a  m inim um  o f 347; and

W H E R E A S  environm ental groups have recently petitioned NMFS to list the Cook

-1- CSSJR 17(RES)
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W O R K  D R A F T 1-LS0710\D

Inlet beluga whale population as cither threatened or endangered under the Endangered 

Species Act; and

W H E R E A S listing o f this population under the Endangered Species A ct w ould have 

significant negative effects on the economies o f Cook Inlet as well as the entire state; and 

W H E R E A S there are procedures under the M M PA that provide for the regulation of 

the harvest o f marine mammals; and

W H E R E A S NM FS has apparently been reluctant to use its existing authority under 

the M M PA  allowing for the regulation of harvests; and

W H ER EA S continued delays by NMFS could further contribute to the decline in the 

Cook Inlet beluga whale population; and

W H E R E A S the IVMPA also specifically authorizes the Secretary o f the United States 

D epartm ent o f Comm erce to enter into cooperative agreements with A laska Native 

organizations to conserve marine mammals;

B E IT  R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests the 

National M arine Fisheries Service to immediately begin the process o f review ing the status 

o f Cook Inlet beluga whales to determine whether the stums under the M arine M amm al 

Protection Act should be changed; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E SO L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests that 

the United States Congress immediately consider legislation amending the M arine M amm al 

Protection Act to require the National Marine Fisheries Service to regulate the harvest o f Cook 

Inlet beluga whales in cooperation with the local Native subsistence users until the population 

has recovered; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E SO L V E D  that the A laska State Legislature respectfully requests that 

the United States Congress provide the National M arine Fisheries Service w ith adequate 

financial resources to secure, in cooperation with the Alaska Departm ent o f Fish and Game 

and the local subsistence users, the information and management tools necessary to ensure that 

the Cook Inlet beluga whale population is not placed in jeopardy, that Alaskans dependent on 

the beluga whale resource are not unnecessarily penalized, and that associated industries in 

the state are not placed at risk.

C O PIE S  of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable W illiam M. Daley, Secretary 

of the United States D epartm ent o f Commerce; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the

W O R K  D R A F T

CSSJR 17(RES) -2-
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1 Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S.
2 Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

-3- CSSJR 17(RES)



S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E
State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801

Chairman: Senator Rick Halford 
Vice Chair: Senator Robin Taylor 

Senator Lyda Green 
Senator Pete Kelly 

Senator Jerry Mackie 
Senator Sean Parnell 

Senator Georgianna Lincoln

S e n a te  J o in t  R e s o l u t i o n  1 7  
S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

"Requesting that the National M arine Fisheries Service and the United States 
Congress act im m ediately to reverse the decline of the Cook Inlet beluga 

whale population and to regulate the harvest of the beluga whales in Cook 
Inlet until the beluga w hale population has recovered."

According to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the Cook Inlet 
beluga whale population has been declining in recent years and w ill become 
extinct within a decade, prim arily due to over harvest. The studies that prove 
this trend are incomplete and their accuracy has been disputed. However, based 
on these presumptions, animal rights and environmental groups have petitioned 
the NM FS to list the Cook Inlet beluga whale population as threatened or 
endangered under the Endangered Species Act.

Designation of the species as endangered or threatened could severely curtail 
economic activities, such as oil exploration and production, and subsistence, 
commercial and personal use fishing in Cook Inlet. Another, more viable option, 
would be for the NM FS to use its existing authority under the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act (M M P A ) to regulate harvest by Alaskan Natives until the 
population has recovered.

SJR 17 asks the federal government to start the process of assuming that 
authority, and to provide funding for the research necessary to balance the needs 
of the whales and the Alaskans who depend upon the resource and related 
industries in Cook Inlet. While this process is more complicated and costly for 
the federal government than simply declaring the species endangered and 
waiting to see if the population recovers, sound management of the resource 
while providing for the economic needs of Alaskans is the only reasonable and 
fair approach. This resolution urges the United States Congress to hold the 
NMFS to their responsibility of managing and protecting Cook Inlet beluga 
whales, before this problem becomes a crisis.

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

I urge your support for SJR 17.

Official Business
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 17

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY THE SENATE RESOURCES CO M M ITTEE

Introduced: 3/18/99
Referred: Resources

A RESOLUTION

1 Requesting that the National Marine Fisheries Service and the United States

2 Congress act immediately to reverse the decline of the Cook Inlet beluga whale

3 population and to regulate the harvest of the beluga whales in Cook Inlet until

4 the beluga whale population has recovered.

5 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

6 W HEREAS the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is responsible under the
7 Marine Mammal Protection Act for management and protection of beluga whales in Alaska;
8 and
9 W HEREAS NMFS has concluded that, although the data on population trends of Cook

10 Inlet beluga whales are incomplete, the Cook Inlet beluga whale population has been declining
11 in recent years, primarily due to overharvest; and
12 W HEREAS NMFS has concluded that the Cook Inlet beluga whale population was
13 at least 650 in 1994; and
14 W HEREAS the most recent surveys place the Cook Inlet beluga whale population at
15 a minimum of 347; and
16 W HEREAS environmental groups have recently petitioned NMFS to list the Cook

SJR017A -1- SJR 17



1 Inlet beluga whale population as either threatened or endangered under the Endangered
2 Species Act; and
3 W HEREAS listing of this population under the Endangered Species Act would have
4 significant negative effects on the economies of Cook Inlet as well as the entire state; and
5 W HEREAS there are procedures under the Marine Mammal Protection Act that
6 provide for the regulation of the harvest of marine mammals only following a NMFS finding
7 of "depletion"; and
8 W HEREAS NMFS has apparently been reluctant to use the Marine Mammal
9 Protection Act procedure allowing for the regulation of harvests due to the fact that the

10 "depletion" review and finding process is extremely time-consuming and complicated; and
11 W HEREAS continued delays by NMFS could further contribute to the decline in the
12 Cook Inlet beluga whale population;
13 BE IT  RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests the
14 National Marine Fisheries Service to immediately begin the process of reviewing the status
15 of Cook Inlet beluga whales for consideration for "depleted" status under the Marine Mammal
16 Protection Act; and be it
17 FU R TH ER  RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests that
18 the United States Congress immediately consider legislation amending the Marine Mammal
19 Protection Act to allow the National Marine Fisheries Service to regulate the harvest of Cook
20 Inlet beluga whales until the population has recovered; and be it
21 FU R TH ER  RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests that
22 the United States Congress provide the National Marine Fisheries Service with adequate
23 financial resources to secure, in cooperation with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game,
24 the information necessary to ensure that the Cook Inlet beluga whale population is not placed
25 in jeopardy, that Alaskans dependent on the beluga whale resource are not unnecessarily
26 penalized, and that associated industries in the state are not placed at risk.
27 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable William M. Daley, Secretary
28 of the United States Department of Commerce; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the
29 Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S.
30 Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

1-LS07KM

SJR 17 -2- SJR017A



C O O K  IN LET  B E L U G A  W H A LE S  

SU M M A R Y  O F  S U R V E Y  DATA

YR. “ ESTIMATES” AGENCY OR G ROUP COMMENTS

1963 300-400 STATE
1964 300-400 STATE
1978 450 UNIVERSITY OF AK
1978 500 INTERAGENCY GROUP
1982 400 STATE SAW 200-300
1988 300-450 STATE
1993 344 NMFS SAW 344, NO CORRECTION
1994 653 NMFS SAW 279, CORRECTED
1995 491 NMFS SAW 328, CORRECTED
1996 594 NMFS SAW 361, CORRECTED
1996 891 ABWC
1997 440 NMFS SAW 264, CORRECTED
1997 752-861 ABWC
1998 347 NMFS SAW 194, CORRECTED
1998 500 ABWC

GENERAL INFORMATION:

Survey data m os t accurate from  1994 to present. Correction fa c to rs  appea r 
comp licated , but are genera lly  between 2 - 3 times number v isua lly  
counted .

Concern  f o r  this popu la tion  has ex isted fo r  ove r 5 years. NMFS has 
d iscussed  listing in early  1 9 9 0 ’s.

The early 1 9 9 0 ’s  harvest was estimated at 15 - 20 per year. P resen t harvest 
leve ls  are estimated between 70 - 100 per year. The last five year ave rage 
harvest estimated to be app rox im ate ly  75 per year.

Sc ien tis ts agree that this popu la t ion  can not sustain the p resent leve l o f  
harvest.

NMFS c lass if ied  Anchorage as a Native village soon  after the Marine 
Mammal P rotection  Act passed  which makes it legal to se ll be luga meat in 
that community .
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Ted Popley 
Ron Somerville
Bill Horn > 
Beth Quevfi

VIA TELEFAX

November 23, 1998

Federal Register Notice regarding Cook Inlet Beluga Whales

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) announced that it Is initiating a 
status review of.the Cook Inlet beluga whale population to determine whether designation 
under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, or a change in ESA classification is warranted.

In a November 20 Federal Register Notice (63 £R 64228-64229), NMFS announced 
they would conduct the review, in conjunction with the Alaska Beluga Whale Committee 
and the Cook Irilet Marine Mammal Council, to give consideration to the current status of 
the population, their distribution, abundance and trends, food habits, biohealth parameters, 
and reproductive parameters. The review will also examine the effects o f Native 
subsistence harvest and the potential effects of other humanly induced impacts.

All interested parties should submit pertinent information and comments by 
January 19, 1999.
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

T e d  P o p e ly  
R o n  S o m e rv il le

B il l  H o r n - ^ / /
B e th  Q u e v l P ^ r  V f A  T E L E F A X

M a r c h  1, 19 9 9

Possible Emergency Listing of Cook Inlet Belugas as Threatened Species

S e v e r a l  e n v iro n m e n ta l c r o u p s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  N a tio n a l A u d u b o n  S o c ie ty  and  p o s s ib ly  th e  

C e n t e r  f o r  M a r in e  C o n s e r v a t io n ,  T r u s te e s  fo r  A la sk a  as w e ll as se vera l o th e rs , are e x p e c te d  to  

p e tit io n  th e  federa l g o v e rn m e n t to  lis t C o o k  In le t B e lu g a  w ha les a s a  th rea tened  sp e c ie s  u n d e r  the  

E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c ie s  A c t .

T h e  c r o u p s  s u g g e s t  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  p e titio n  is to  tem p o ra rily  s to p  N a t i v e  su b s is te n ce  

hun ting  o f  th e  w ha les, w h o se  popu la tion  is estim ated b y  the N a tio n a l M a r in e  F ish e r ie s  S e r v ic e  to  have  

d ropped  65 percen t in  th e  la st te n  yea rs. T h e  po ten tia l p e titio n e rs co n te n d  th a t th e y  are  n o t aga inst 

su b s is te n ce  w ha le  hunting, and tha t th e y  w o u ld  n o t be  adverse  to  h u n tin g  re su m in g  e ve n tu a lly  under 

a m o re  t ig h tly  co n tro lle d  and m o n ito re d  sy stem .

T h e o r e tic a l ly ,  th e  e m e rg e n cy  pe tition  w o u ld  sh o rten  th e  re v ie w  p erio d  n e ce ssa ry  be fo re  a 
l i s t in g  c a n  o c c u r  b y  75  p e rcen t. H o w e v e r ,  su c h  p e titio n s are rare ly  g ran ted , and, i f  th is  o n e  was 
g ra n te d  it  w o u ld  take u n til la te  sp ring , p o ss ib ly  Ju n e  be fo re  a lis tin g  co u ld  b e  made.

T h e  N a tio n a l M a r in e  F ish e rie s Se rv ice  has scheduled a m eetings fo r  M a r c h  8 and 9 to  a d d re ss 
th e  19 9 9  h a rv e s t  o f  b e lu g a s  and  su b s is te n ce  h u n tin g  issu e s.
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State rural panel calls for limited Native self-rule
By T O M  K IZ Z IA
Daily News reporter

A t  a t im e  w h e n  A la s k a  is  " p u l l in g  a p a r t  a t 
m e  s e a m s ,"  o n ly  G o v . T o n y  K n o w le s  c a n  ta k e  
s te p s  to  a s s u re  th a t  N a t iv e  in s t i t u t io n s  h a v e  a 
p la c e  in  th e  s ta te , m e m b e rs  o f  th e  g o v e r n o r ’s 
K u r a l G o v e rn a n c e  C o m m is s io n  s a id  M o n d a y .

M e e t in g  w i th  tw o  o f  K now les* to p  a ides , th e  
co m rr_c j.cn  sa id  the w ords ‘‘N a t i v e "  an J  " t - i c e "  
seem  ta b o o  in  th e  A la ska  L e g is la tu re . T h e y  
c a lle d  on  K n o w le s  to  heed th e ir  c a ll f o r  s ta te  
re c o g n it io n  o f  L im ite d  t r ib a l se L f-g o vem m en t.

T h e  a lte rn a t iv e ,  th e y  s a id , w o u ld  b e  g r o w ­
in g  N a t iv e  m i l i t a n c y ,  c i v i l  d is o b e d ie n c e  a n d  a 
t u r n in g  a w a y  f r o m  th e  s ta te  to  th e  fe d e ra l 1 
g o v e rn m e n t .

" T h e  w e dg e  is  d e e p e r  a n d  m o re  h u r t f u l  
th a n  m a n y  peop le  u n d e r s ta n d , "  s a id  f o rm e r  
s ta te  S en . A r l is s  S tu r g u le w s k i,  w h o  s a id  th e  
1 0 -m o n lh -o ld  c o m m is s io n  h ad  t r a v e le d  to  th e  
B _ s h  to  h e a r  v i l la g e  s e n t im e n ts .  " I  t h in k  
w e ’ re  a t re a l p e r i l  i f  w e  do  n o t re c o g n iz e  
w h a t 's  r e a l ly  h a p p e n in g  in  th is  s ta te . "

" T h e  g o v e rn o r  c a n  d o  a lo t ,  ju s t  as g o v e r ­

n o r , s a id  T a n a n a  C h ie fs  C o n fe re n c e  p re s i­
d e n t W i l l  M a y o .

C o m m is s io n  m e m b e rs  s a id  th e y  w a n t th e  
s ta te  to  d o  m o re  c o n t r a c t in g  w i th  t r ib e s  and  
in v o lv e  t r ib e s  m o re  in  m a n a g in g  n a tu ra l r e ­
s o u rc e s , f o r  e x a m p le .

K n o w le s  c h ie f  o f  s t a f f  J im  A y e r s  o f fe re d  
n o  s p e c if ic  p ro m is e s  to  th e  c o m m is s io n  a t its  
A n c h o ra g e  m e e t in g . B u t he  s a id  K n o w le s  re c ­
o g n iz e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  A la s k a ’s d iv e r s i ty .
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B E L U G A S :  H u n t i n g  c a l l e d  

t h r e a t  t o  C o o k  I n l e t  p o p u l a t i o n
C on tinued  from P a g e  A-1

n o u n c e  i t s  p r o p o s a ls  l a t e r  t h i s  w e e k .
J o h n  s a i d  h e  h o p e s  a  c o - m a n a g e m e n t  p la n  

—  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  i m p le m e n te d  b y  th e  
h u n te r s  a n d  th e  a g e n c y  —  w ill p r e v e n t  th e  
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  f r o m  l i s t in g  th e  w h a le  a s  
a n  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s .

L a s t  w e e k ,  a  c o a l i t i o n  o f  c o n s e r v a t o r  
g r o u p s  a n il  a  f o r m e r  w h a le  h u n t e r  f i le d  a  p e ­
t i t io n  a s k in g  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  to  d o  
j u s t  th a t .

W h ile  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u ld  q u ic k ­
ly  d e c l a r e  t h e  w h a le  e n d a n g e r e d ,  th e  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  d o e s n ’t h a v e  th e  a u t h o r i t y  to  s to p  th is  
y e a r ’s  w h a le  h u n t  w i th o u t  g o in g  th r o u g h  a  
fo r m a l  p r o c e s s  t h a t  c o u ld  t a k e  f r o m  s e v e r a l  
m o n th s  to  a  y e a r .  T h e  h u n t i n g  ty p i c a l ly  r u n s  
f r o m  A p r i l  u n t i l  O c to b e r .

A d o p tin g  a  c o - m a n a g e m e n t  p la n  w o u ld  n o t 
n e c e s s a r i l y  k e e p  th e  w h a le s  o f f  th e  e n d a n ­
g e r e d  o r  t h r e a t e n e d  s p e c i e s  l i s t ,  s a id  M ik e  
P a y n e , h e a d  o f  N M F S ’s  W a s h in g to n .  D .C .- 
b a s e d  m a r in e  m a m m a l  d iv is io n .

S in c e  1972, t h e  M a r in e  M a m m a l  P r o t e c t io n  
A c t h a s  b a n n e d  a n y o n e  e x c e p t  N a t iv e s  f r o m  
h u n t in g  th e  w h a le s .  T h e r e  is  n o  m e c h a n is m  
u n d e r  th a t  la w  to  r e g u l a t e  th e  N a t iv e  s u b s i s ­
t e n c e  h u n t ,  a l t h o u g h  h u n t in g  c a n  b e  c u r b e d  if  
a  s p e c i e s  is  l i s t e d  a s  t h r e a t e n e d  o r  e n d a n ­
g e r e d  u n d e r  th e  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c ie s  A c t o r  
l i s te d  a s  d e p le t e d  u n d e r  t h e  M a r in e  M a m m a l 
P r o te c t io n  A c t.

C a r l  J a c k ,  o n e  o f  t h c J i u n t e r s  o n  th e  c o m ­
m i t t e e ,  s a id  N M F S  is  p a r t l y  to  b la m e  f o r  th e  
b e lu g a  d e c l in e  b e c a u s e  it  a l lo w e d  c o m m e r c i a l  
w h a le  h u n t in g  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  B e lu g a  s k in  
a n d  f a t  h a s  b e e n  s o ld  in  a n  A n c h o r a g e  s t o r e  
f o r  $ 6  a  p o u n d  a n d  a ls o  h a s  b e e n  s o ld  f r o m  v e ­
h ic le s  p a r k e d  in  s o m e  lo ts  in  to w n .

" I t ’s  o n ly  h u m a n  n a t u r e , ’’ J a c k  s a id .  " I f  y o u  
p u t  a  d o l l a r  v a lu e .o n  a  r e s o u r c e ,  t h e r e  w ill h e  
a n  in c e n t iv e  to  m a k e  m o n e y ."

P a y n e  a g r e e d  t h a t  N M F S  p o lic ie s  h a v e  b e e n  
p a r t  o f  th e  p r o b le m , b u t  h e  s a id  h e 's  m o r e  in ­
t e r e s te d  n o w  in  f in d in g  s o m e  s o lu t io n s .

" T h e r e  is  e n o u g h  b l a m e  to  g o  a r o u n d ,"  h e  
s a id .  " W e  a r e  n o t  t r y in g  to  f ix  b la m e  b u t  f ix  
th e  p r o b le m ."

D a n ie l A le x , h e a d  o f  t h e  C o o k  In le t  M a r in e

{Cook Inlet beluga population
IJIalogists uso aorlal survays'and videotapes ol pods to-.', 
count the whales. Then they run the numbers through ' 
£••• a formula to get an annual population estimate.

1994 1195 1990
Source N«tkyv;t Mxm* So»w:h

1997 1998
RON ENOSTROU/AnctufigtOtlly

M a m m a l C o u n c il, s a id  th e  s c i e n t i s t s ’ d r a s t ic  
p r e d ic t io n  o n ly  m a k e s  s e n s e  i f  th e  C ook  In le t  
b e lu g a  p o p u la t io n  is  c o n s id e r e d  d is t in c t  f ro m  
a ll o t h e r  b e lu g a  w h a le s  in  A la sk a . I le  s a id  h e  
b e l i e v e s  th a t  th e  lo ca l w h a le s  a r e  p;i t o f  a  l a r g ­
e r  g r o u p  f ro m  th e  G u lf  o f  A la s k a  ai d  th a t th e  
w h a le s  a r e  t r a v e l in g  to  th e  In le t  in  fe w e r  n u m ­
b e r s  b e c a u s e  th e r e  a r e  f e w e r  f ish  to  e a t  h e re . 
H e  s a id  s c ie n t i s t s  n e e d  to  s tu d y  w h e re  th e  
w h a le s  t r a v e l  n o t j u s t  c o u n t  th e m  in C ook  In le t. 
H u n t in g  s h o u ld  h e  r e d u c e d  u n ti l  m o re  is  
l e a r n e d  a b o u t th e  b e lu g a  p o p u la t io n , A lex  sa id .

T h e  f e d e r a l  s c i e n t i s t s  s a y  t h e y ’r e  c o n ­
v in c e d  b y  D N A  a n a ly s is  t h a t  th e  In le t  b e lu g a  
s t o c k  is  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  f o u r  o t h e r  b e lu g a  
g r o u p s  in  th e  s l a te .

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  th e  S h e r a to n  A n c h o ra g e  
H o te l  c o n t in u e s  to d a y ,  s t a r t i n g  a t  9 a .m .

U Reporter Tam Bell can bo reached at tbijll@adn.com.

mailto:tbijll@adn.com
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A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s
Wednesday, March 10, 1999

Whalers offer change
Feds hear proposal for new beluga hunting 
guidelines
By TOM BELL 
Daily News reporter

See Related File

While federal officials ponder 
whether to list Cook Inlet's beluga 
whales as an endangered species, a 
group representing most of the 
Inlet's beluga hunters have 
proposed fundamentally changing 
the way they hunt.
They said they want to ban 
commercial hunting and register all 
hunters. They want to require 
hunters to harpoon whales before 
shooting, so fewer would sink and be lost, and to hunt only in 
shallow waters, where they would be easier to recover.
Their proposal comes as federal officials, tribal leaders and hunters 
begin hashing out some kind of agreement for regulating beluga 
hunting. Both sides say they want "co-management," which would 
involve various sides creating and implementing a conservation 
strategy together.
Carl Jack, one of the hunter leaders, and Daniel Alex, head of the 
Cook Inlet Marine Mammal Council, said it could take a year to put 
a deal together. In the meantime, before hunting begins this spring, 
all sides should agree to an interim plan, they said. Talks continue 
today and Thursday.
Jack said the hunters and the federal officials share the same goal.
"We want a healthy stock so people who hunt can continue to do that 
in the future," he said.
For the past several years, hunters and federal officials have been 
talking about creating a co-management plan, but nothing has come 
of it. Such agreements exist between Native hunters and the federal 
government elsewhere in Alaska.
The effort to forge an agreement has gained urgency because o f

l of 3 3/10/99 10:28 A M
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concern that the Inlet beluga population is declining rapidly. A 
federal scientist warned Monday that current hunting levels could 
drive the Inlet's familiar white whales to extinction in a decade.
Some hunters believe a co-management plan might be the only way 
to keep the whales from being listed as an endangered species. Last 
week, a former hunter and a coalition of conservation groups 
petitioned the government to implement such a plan.
I f  the National Marine Fisheries Service does not list the belugas as 
endangered by June, the peak of the hunting season, environmental 
groups will probably take legal action against the agency, said Doug 
DeMaster, director of the Seattle-based National Marine Mammal 
Laboratory.
Without a co-management plan in place, he said, the agency wouldn't 
stand much of a chance in court.
Valerie Brown, staff attorney for Trustees for Alaska, described the 
hunters' proposal as a significant step forward. But she said the 
Endangered Species Act sets explicit scientific criteria for listing 
animals as endangered, such as a dramatic drop in population. 
Whether NMFS can strike a deal with hunters, she said, has nothing 
to do with those scientific rules.
An interim agreement would help prevent the beluga population 
from declining more, she said, but "that's not going to stop they from 
being endangered. They are endangered now."
She said she suspects the government wants to avoid listing the 
animals as endangered for political reasons. The agency would then 
have to monitor all human activity in the Inlet, including the oil and 
gas industry, for the potential effects on the beluga population, she 
said.
On April 21, the state is scheduled to auction large sections of the 
Inlet for oil and gas development. At Tuesday's conference, Brown 
held up maps showing that some of those lease areas have been 
identified by scientists as critical habitat for belugas.
During public comment Tuesday, one former hunter read a "dear 
human beings" letter written from a whale's perspective. A woman 
wearing a kuspuk cried as she talked about her frustrations as she 
watched the whale population crash while people seemed unwilling 
to agree on a solution. Gilbert Paniptchuk, an Anchorage hunter, 
angrily said the whales are not in decline and that outsiders were 
intruding on the traditional lives of Natives.
"We are up against people who are trying to destroy what Native 
people have and enjoy," he said.
The fisheries service has up to a year to make a decision about 
whether to list the Inlet beluga as endangered, but it can also list it 
immediately. Even if  it put the whale on the list today, the agency 
could not stop this year's whale hunt without going through a formal 
process that could take from several months to a year.

http://152.52.2.248/stories/T99031075.htm
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The beluga population, estimated at 350, has declined nearly 50 
percent in five years, federal scientists say. They say the Cook Inlet 
beluga stock is distinct and isolated from the state's other belugas. 
Some Native hunters say the whales are part of a larger Gulf of 
Alaska population and that there are fewer whales in the upper Inlet 
because there are fewer fish here.
* Daily News reporter Tom Bell can be reached at tbell@adn.com
See related stories from:
Tuesday. March 9. 1999 
Thursday. March 4. 1999 
Saturday. February 27. 1999
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SJR IS requests Exxon Corporation pay punitive damages claims resulting 
from the Exxon Valdez oil spill. It has been 10 years since the spill, and 5 
years since an Alaskan jury in federal district court returned a S5 billion 
punitive damages judgement against Exxon. Over 40,000 claimants have 
waited while Exxon has Filed numerous motions and appeals to overturn the 
verdict, request new trials, or otherwise delay payment.

The legislature has been very supportive of the oil industry and has offered 
many incentives for development. An important element of the partnership 
between government and industry is good corporate citizenship. In order to 
help bring closure to the Exxon Valdez oil spill, SJR 18 urges Exxon to 
cease its efforts to avoid or delay payment of the court ordered judgement 
and pay all claimants due punitive damages.

Sponsor Statement
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TEN-YEAR TIM ELINE OF EXXON VALDEZ 
LITIGATION

March 24, 1989:

May 2, 1994: 
September 16,1994:

September 30, 1994:

October 3, 1994:

January 27, 1995:

February 7, 1995:

February 7, 1995:

May 5, 1995:

June 13 and 14,
1995:
July 12,1995:

July 12,1995:

August 11, 1995: 

August 16, 1995: 

September 6, 1995: 

October 24, 1995: 

October 24, 1995:

Exxon Valdez grounds on Bligh Reef and spills 
11 million gallons of crude oil.
Trial begins in federal court - +5 years after spill.
Jury in federal court returns $5 billion punitive 
damages verdict in Phase II I  of case.
Exxon files 12 motions to overturn the jury 
verdicts.
Exxon files 3 motions to overturn the jury 
verdicts.
Judge Holland denies Exxon's motions to 
overturn the jury verdicts (Order 267).
Exxon files motion asking to depose the jurors 
and a motion to adjust the Phase IIA  verdict.
Exxon files motion to reconsider the order re: 
chum price and to reconsider order re: UCI 
setnelter harvest.
Judge Holland denies Exxon's motion to 
reconsider the jury verdict regarding chum 
salmon price.
Judge Holland conducts jury interviews.

Exxon files motion to depose Juror Rita Wilson 
and Reporter Natalie Phillips.
Exxon seeks access to Jurors Murray and D^an 
original juror questionnaires filed under seal.
Judge Holland denied Exxon's motion for the 
juror questionnaires.
Judge Holland denied Exxon's motion to depose 
Wilson and Phillips.
Exxon files motion for a new trial claiming juror 
misconduct and coercion.
Exxon files motion to amend the Phase 11(a) 
findings and adjust verdict re: UCI sctnetters.
Exxon files motion attacking punitive damages 
verdict.

I o f  3 4/20/99 9:31 A M
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November 13,1995: 

February 14,1996:

February 20,1996:

March 6, 1996: 

March 18, 1996:

April 5, 1996:

June 11, 1996:

June 18,1996: 

August 6,1996:

September 6,1996:

September 24,1996:

September 30,1996: 

October 8, 1996:

Novembe: 20, 1996:

Exxon opposes Plaintiffs' motion to finalize the 
Phase IIA  verdict.
Plaintiffs are served with a complaint for 
declaratory relief from the Seattle Seven seeking 
a percentage of plaintiffs' damages on behalf of 
Exxon
Judge Holland denies Exxon's motion for new 
trial based on possible juror misconduct and 
coercion (Order 308).
Seattle Seven intervene in litigation on behalf of 
Exxon.
Exxon Files motion attacking punitive damage 
verdict and Seattle Seven object to Plan of 
Allocation acting on Exxon's behalf.
Judge Holland denied Exxon's fourth attack on 
the UCI setnetter verdict (Order 316).
Judge Holland approves Plan of Allocation and 
denounces Seattle Seven/Exxon scheme (Order 
317).
Exxon files motion to reconsider Court's order re: 
Seattle Seven.
Judge Holland rejects Exxon's attempt to attack 
the punitive damages verdict based on credits 
claimed from the Seattle Seven releases (Order 
326).
Judge Holland denies Exxon's motion to 
reconsider order re: Seattle Seven finding that 
Exxon perpetuated a deception upon the court and 
the jury (Order 327).
Judgment finally entered on federal court jury 
verdicts, including $5 Billion punitive damages 
award - +7 years after spill — + 2  years after 
verdict.
Exxon and Seattle Seven file joint notice of 
appeal on Seattle Seven kickback.
Exxon files motion to alter or amend the 
judgment and files its bill of costs against certain 
plaintiffs.
Judge Holland dismisses the Seattle Seven 
complaint with prejudice.

o f  3 4/20/99 9 :31 A M
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December 19,1996: Seattle Seven and Exxon file appeal challenging
dismissal of complaint.

January 17, 1997: Judge Holland issues order on Exxon's Motion to 
Amend Judgment (Order 332).

February 12, 1997: Exxon files notice of appeal to Ninth Circuit.
March 18,1997: Plaintiffs filed motion for approval of Plans of

Distribution.
September 23,1997: Exxon moved for a new trial on the ground of

"newly discovered" evidence.
January 5, 1998:

March 16,1998: 
July 31,1998:

August 7,1998:

The Ninth Circuit issued a limited remand to 
permit the district court to consider Exxon's 
motion for new trial.
Exxon deposed Juror Rita Wilson.
Judge Holland denied Exxon's second motion for 
a new trial (Order 339).
Exxon filed an appeal on the denial of the second 
motion for a new trial.

November 27, 1998: Exxon files its final brief in its second motion for
a new trial.

May 3, 1999: The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 
sitting in Seattle, hears Exxon's appeal.

Back to l.iliualion Pauc I Introdution to Litiuation
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National association of attorneys General

Ewcvrrw D ir e c t o r  

C e n tra l C a u n jt l
Christine t . milliken

L e e  R . R a y m o n d  
C h a irm a n  a n d  C E O  
E x x o n  C o r p o r a t io n  
2 2 5  E a s t J o h n  C a r p e n te r  F re e w a y  
trv in g , T X  7 5 0 6 2

D e a r  M r. R a y m o n d :

T h e  E x x o n  V a ld e z  o il sp ill  o c c u rre d  10 y e a rs  ag o . W e, th e  u n d e rs ig n e d  A tto rn e y s  G e n e ra l, 
u rg e  th e  E x x o n  C o rp o ra t io n  to  e n d  th e  p ro tra c te d  li t ig a tio n  o v e r  th e  sp il l  a n d  h o n o r  th e  u n a n im o u s  
ju d g m e n t  o f  th e  ju r y  in  th e  la w s u it  th a t  fo llo w e d . S u b s ta n tia l v o lu m e s  o f  c ru d e  o il a re  s h ip p e d  by  
s u p e r ta n k e r s  e v e r y  d a y  o f f  th e  c o a s ts  o f  o u r n a tio n . M a jo r  o il s p i l ls  f ro m  s u p e r ta n k e rs  s e r io u s ly  h a rm  
th e  m a r in e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  th e  lo ca l c o m m u n itie s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  th a t  d e p e n d  o n  th e  se a  f o r  th e ir  
l iv e l ih o o d .

In  S e p te m b e r  1 9 9 4  a  u n a n im o u s  fe d e ra l ju r y  fo u n d  E x x o n  C o rp o ra t io n  l ia b le  fo r  th e  E x x o n  
V a ld e z  o il  s p i l l  a n d  a w a rd e d  d a m a g e s  o f  S 5 .3  b illio n  to  4 0  th o u s a n d  p e o p le  in ju re d  by  th e  s p ill ,  
in c lu d in g  A la s k a  n a t iv e  p e o p le ,  c o m m e rc ia l f ish e rm e n , sm a ll b u s in e s s  p e o p le , a n d  la n d  o w n e rs , a s  
w e ll a s  lo c a l g o v e r n m e n ts  a n d  o th e r  e n titie s  in ju re d  by  th e  sp ill . I t  h a s  n o w  b e e n  10 y e a rs  s in c e  th e  
s p i l l  th a t  d e v a s ta te d  P r in c e  W ill ia m  S o u n d  a n d  E x x o n  C o rp o ra tio n  h a s  n o t  y e t p a id  its  d e b ts  to  th o s e  
w h o  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  th e  sp ill .

E a c h  y e a r  E x x o n  d e la y s  p a y m e n t o f  its  o b lig a tio n  it c a m s  a n  e s t im a te d  S 4 0 0  m il l io n  f ro m  th e  
d i f fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  s ta tu to ry  in te re s t  ra te  o n  ju d g m e n ts  o f  6  p e r c e n t  a n d  th e  c o m p a n y 's  in te rn a l  
ra te  o f  r e tu r n  o f  a b o u t  14%. T h e  U .S . D is tr ic t  Ju d g e  w h o  h e a rd  th e  c a s e  c le a r ly  r e c o g n iz e d :  " E x x o n  
c a n  m o re  p r o f i ta b ly  e m p lo y  its  c a p ita l e ls e w h e re , e v e n  a t th e  r is k  o f  p a y in g  g re a t  a m o u n ts  o f  in te re s t  
o n  th e  p r o s p e c t iv e  ju d g m e n t  in  th is  case . P u t m o re  s im p ly , th e  c o u r t  is  c o n c e rn e d  th a t  d e la y  in  p a y in g  
p l a i n t i f f  s j u d g j n c n t  w ill  p ro f ic E x x o n ."  In  th e  m e a n tim e , e a c h  y c a r m n n y  o f th c  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  h av e  
b e e n  a w a i t in g  c o m p e n s a t io n  d ie , an d  m a n y  c o n tin u e  to  liv e  in  d ire  e c o n o m ic  s tr a i ts .  E x x o n  m u s t  do  
th e  r ig h t  th in g  a n d  h o n o r  its  o b lig a t io n s  to th e  p e o p le  its  a c t io n  h a v e  in ju re d .

E x x o n 's  u se  o f  its  e c o n o m ic  s tre n g th  to  d e la y , an d  in  m a n y  c a s e s  to  d e n y , ju s t ic e  to  th e  4 0  
th o u s a n d  p e o p le  it  h a s  in ju re d  by  th e  E x x o n  V a ld e z  sp ill  r a is e s  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  c o n c e rn . A s  S ta te

7 jo  First Str u c t  v u  s u it s  i too
W a sh in g to n , d c  20002(202) 325-6053 

(202) 408-7014

M a r c h  2 5 , 19 9 9

PRESIDENT 
N U K E  M o o r e
A m m y  General o f  M lx jta lp p i 

A ttorney G eneral o j  Washington
vice presidentANDREW KETTERER Attorney C tn e ra l o f  Maine
Immediate Past President James e, doyleA Harney G eneral o f  SVlsconjtn
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Lee R. Raymond 
March 25, 1999 
Page 2
Attorneys General we have limited jurisdiction to deal with such an abuse of the legal system. 
However, as our state’s chief legal officers, we call upon the Exxon Corporation to acknowledge its 
corporate responsibility to the people, businesses, and communities affected by the spill by paying the 
federal jury verdict awarded five years ago.

Very truly yours,

A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  W a sh in g to n A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l o f  O re g o n

B ru c e  M . B o tc lh o  
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l o f  A la s k aA tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  C a lifo rn ia

T o c ta g a ta  A lb e r t  M a ilo
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  A m e r ic a n  S a m o a

M a rk  P ry o r
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l o f  A rk a n sa s

K e n  S a la z a r
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  C o lo ra d o

R ic h a rd  B lu m e n th a l
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l o f  C o n n e c t ic u t

— — \ J /  r >

A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  H a w a ii
R o b e r t  A . B u t te r w o r th  
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  F lo r id a

T o m  M ille r
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l o f  Io w a

20 ‘d IZ-LI 66, S' Jew 00C000:xej 9WN



L e e  R .  R a y m o n d  
March 25, 1999
P a g e  3

C a r l a  J .  S t o v & f  1 

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  K a n s a s

£ ■  7 5 .  c L - M L  •“*
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— —  
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M i k e  M o o r e

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i
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P . M a z u x e l  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  M o n t a n a

~f~\—£S_ , ■<4-—
F r a n k ie  S u e  D e l  P a p a  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  N e v a d a

P h i l ip  T .  M c L a u g h l i n  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  N e w  H a m p s h i r e

P a tr ic ia  M a d r i d  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  N e w  M e x i c o

fx Z j U < _

P e te r  V c m i e r o

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  N e w  J e r s e y

E l i o t  S p i t z c r

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  N e w  Y o r k
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L e e  R .  R a y m o n d  
M a rc h  2 5 , 1999 
P a g e  A

M i c h a e l  F .  E a s l o y  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l in a

B e t t y  D .  M o n t g o m e r y  '
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  O h i o

J o s e  A .  F u e n t e s - A g o s t i n i  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  P u e r to  R i c o

M < * ~ L
M a r k  B a r n e t t

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  S o u t h  D a k o ta

I v e r  A .  S t r i d i r o n  ( A c t i n g )
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  th e  V i r g i n  I s la n d s

l L
H e i d i  H c i tk a m p  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  N o r t h  D a k o ta

____
W . A .  D r e w  E d m o n d s o n  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  O k la h o m a

S h e l d o n W h i t e h o u s e

A t t o m c v  G e n e r a l  o f  R h o d e  I s la n d

W i l l i a m  H .  S o r r e l l  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  V e r m o n t

? .  £ L £
e s  E .  D o y l e  Ss 

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  W i s c o n s i n

Q cua. l OnrrGhcxihs?____
G a y  W o o d h o u s c

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  W y o m i n g
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We, the undersigned residents o f the Native Village o f Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a l d e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents of the Native Village of Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.

April 9,1999

DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:
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We, the undersigned residents o f the Native Village o f Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a ld e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents of the Native Village o f Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.

April 9,1999

D SAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:
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April 9,1999

DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:

We, the undersigned residents o f the Native Village of Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a ld e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents of the Native Village o f Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.
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April 9,1999

We, the undersigned residents of the Native Village o f Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a l d e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents o f the Native Village of Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.

DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:
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April 9,1999

We, the undersigned residents o f the Native Village of Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a l d e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents of the Native Village of Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.
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DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:



We, the undersigned residents o f the Native Village o f Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a l d e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents of the Native Village of Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.

April 9,1999

DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:
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We, the undersigned residents of the Native Village of Port Graham urge the Alaska State 
Legislature to pass Senate Joint Resolution 18, which requests that Exxon pay claimants 
the Court-ordered damages resulting from the 1989 E x x o n  V a l d e z  oil spilL We, the 
undersigned residents o f the Native Village of Port Graham support Senate Joint 
Resolution 18.

April 9,1999

DEAR ALASKA STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES:
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T im e for Exxon  to pay up.

Subject: Time for Exxon to pay up.
Date: Mon, 26 Apr 1999 15:56:24 -0800 

From: AKPIRG <akpirg@akpirg.org>
Organization: AKPIRG

To: Senator_Riek_Halford@legis.state.ak.us

I strongly support SJR 18. It is time that Exxon stop dragging it's 
feet. Every additional day that passes takes the sting out of the 
punitive settlement that was once supposed to be a harsh punishment but 
is now just a slap on the wrist. In this atmoshpere of merger mania the 
state of Alaska should be sending a strong message to oil corporations: 
you can't walk all over us.

Thank you,
Jonah Baker
603 W. 18th Street
Anchorage AK 99503

Alaska Public Interest Research Group (AKPIRG) 
voice: 907.278.3661 
fax: 907.278.9300
email: akpirg@akpirg.org 
web: www.akpirg.org

1 of 1 4/26/99 5:43

mailto:akpirg@akpirg.org
mailto:Senator_Riek_Halford@legis.state.ak.us
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http://www.akpirg.org


SJR 18

Subject: SJR 18
Date: Mon, 26 Apr 1999 16:00:07 -0800 

From: Karen Button <karenb@pobox.alaska.net>
To: Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.stalc.ak.us

Sear Senator Halford:

I urge you to support SJR 18. Thousands of people's lives were completely 
disrupted when the Exxon Valdez ran aground. As you probably know, those 
who depended on fishing (either commercial or subsistence) were the most 
hard hit. Exxon's refusal to take full responsibility for its actions is 
not only unconscionable, it flies in the face of their public statements 
made after the spill; that they took full resoponsibility and would do 
whatever it took to make it right.

It's unbelieveable that people are still waiting for justice ten years 
later. Please support Alaskans by supporting SJR 18, the Exxon Valdez 
Damage Claims.

T h a n k  Y o u ,

Karen Button

4/26/99 5:53 I'M

mailto:karenb@pobox.alaska.net
mailto:Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.stalc.ak.us


Rc: E xxon

Subject: Re: Exxon
Date: Tue, 27 Apr 1999 09:19:47 -0800

From: Senator Rick Halford <Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us> 
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: "Emily Creely, HydTech, Anchorage, AK" <ecreely@usgs.gov>

Dear Ms. Creely,

Thank you for your e-mail regarding Senate Joint Resolution 18, which 
will be heard in the Senate Resources Committee on Wednesday, April 28. 
I have shared your comments with Senator Halford and entered them into 
the official committee record.

Sincerely,

Brett Huber
Chief of Staff, Senator Rick Halford 
Senate Resources Committee Staff

"Emily Creely, Hyd Tech, Anchorage, AK" wrote:

> Senato r -
> Jus t wanted to  ta ke  the  tim e  to  vo ic e  my support o f  SJR 18 which asks
> Exxon to  p ay  th e  p eop le  who s u f fe re d  i l l  e f fe c ts  from  th e  1989 s p i l l .
> P lease  vo te  in  fa v o r  o f  th is  b i l l  -  thanks
> E m ily  C re e ly

mailto:Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:ecreely@usgs.gov


750 W  2nd Avc. #109, Anchorage j \K  99501 /  Ph. 907-258-6171 /  Fax 907-258-6177

P.O. Box 22151 Juneau  AK 99802 /P h . 907-463-3366 /  Fax 907-463-3312 /  unitc@akvoicc.org

T o : Sena te  R e so u rc e s  C o m m itte e  
Su b jec t: S J R  18 
D a te : 4/2S/99

T h e  A la sk a  Co n se rv a tio n  V o i c e  is co m p rised  o f  tw e n ty -se ve n  organ iza tions represen ting  o ve r  15 ,000  in d iv id u a ls  sta tew ide. 

A C V  supports Se n a te  Jo in t  R e so lu tio n  18.

A  trem endous traged y  o ccu rred  M a r c h  2 4 ,1 9 9 9  w hen  the E x x o n  V a ld e z  o il tanker grounded  o n  B lig h  R e e f. T h e  enor­

m o u s E x x o n  V a ld e z  O i l  S p i ll  sen t o ve r  1 1,000,000 ga llon s o f  crude oil w a sh ing  w estw ard  through P rin ce  W ill ia m  Sound , 

d isrup ting  e co sy s te m s  fro m  C o r d o v a  to  K o d ia k  as w e ll as the l iv e s  o f  thou sa nds o f  A la sk a n s.

T h e  e ffe c ts  o f ‘'T h e  S p i l l” are lingering  and dram atic . F o r  exam ple , during  the  firs t few ye a rs a fte r  T h e  Sp ill ,  herring 
returned w ith  lo w  egg  co u n ts  and co ve red  w ith  le sio n s. T e le v is io n  co verage  o f  o il co ve re d  w ild life  ca u sed  tourism  to 
p lum m et, and the entire  to w n  o f  C o r d o v a  w a s d iagn o sed  w ith  P o st T ra u m a tic  S tr e s s  S yn d ro m e . T o  th is  day, beaches 
heavily  oiled in 1989 still con ta in  oil.

N o  one k n o w s w h en  or i f  the  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  sp ill w ill  be e ve r  be eradicated.

In  1994, the Federa l D is t r ic t  C o u r t  ruled E x x o n  m u st p a y  f iv e  b illion  dollars in p u n itive  dam ages to  A la sk a n s  w h o se  live s  
were turned upside  d o w n  b y  th e  d evasta tion  in  P rince  W ill ia m  So u n d . T o d a y , E x x o n  has still  no t co m p e n sa ted  th e se  people.

I t  is  tim e  to  p a y  up. A C V  co m m e n d s the reso lu tion  sp o n so rs  and u rges passage  o f  th is  leg isla tion .

C o n s e r v e  A l a s k a .  I t ’ s O n l y  N a t u r a l .

mailto:unitc@akvoicc.org
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via fa x  to  (907) 465-4928

April 28, 1999

Senator Rick Halford 
Chairman
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3101)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: Comment on SJR 18 -  Exxon Punitive Damage Claims 

Dear Senator Halford,

I understand that Senate Joint Resolution 18 will be an action item as the Senate Resources 
Committee convenes this afternoon. Although you best know me through my employment as the 
general manager of the Alliance, today, I  am writing as a concerned citizen. 1 would like to 
provide my perspective on this resolution and how I  see its message may be intrepreted.

I am concerned with legislative actions that could hamper maximized, competitive development 
of Alaska’s petroleum resources. I believe that SJR 18 sends an ominous message to potential 
business and resource investors.

It is inappropriate for a law-making body to try to prevent any citizen or business from engaging 
fully in the legal system. SJR 18 effectively seeks to prevent Exxon from appealing a lower court 
decision on punitive damage claims. The right of appeal is fundamental tc American justice and 
should not be tampered with, especially by lawmakers. It is simply wrong to undermine 
government’s separation of powers.

I  understand legislators are faced with many influences with regard to this issue. Ultimately, 
citizens must trust you to make decisions that are based on what is good for all of Alaska. At a 
time when Alaska faces a decrease the number of oil and gas producing companies, state leaders 
should be pursuing ways to encourage more competitors to invest. SJR 18 does the opposite. It



04/28 /9 9 1 3 :0 5 THE ALLIANCE -r 19074654928 NO.025

makes Alaska look like an uncertain place to do business... a place where legal rights can be 
swept aside on a tide of emotion.

The resolution alludes to Exxon-driven delays in paying damages. In fact, Exxon has already 
fully paid actual damage claims and is now only appealing punitive damage claims. Exxon does 
not dictate the court’s schedule, so “delays” cannot justly be attributed to the company. I  
understand that the 9* District Court has scheduled legal arguments in this case in less than a 
week. It is particularly inappropriate for the legislature to intrude at this juncture.

I  draw your attention to three of the resolution’s clauses in particular:

W H E R E A S , t h e  p e t r o l e u m  i n d u s t r y  p l a y s  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  p r o v i d i n g  r e v e n u e ,  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  

e c o n o m ic  s t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ;  a n d

Certainly I  statement that is undeniable to Alaskans, since nearly 80% of the state’s revenue 
comes from oil and gas.

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  p e t r o l e u m  

i n d u s t r y  t h r o u g h  in c e n t i v e s  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s ;  a n d

It is incumbent upon state leaders to continue to encourage responsible development.

W H E R E A S ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  f o s t e r  p a r t n e r s h i p s  b e t w e e n  E x x o n  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a ,  E x x o n  

C o r p o r a t i o n  m u s t  m a k e  g o o d  o n  i t s  p r o m i s e  t o  m a k e  A l a s k a  w h o l e  a g a i n  a n d  t o  p a y  i t s  d e b t  

t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t .

Forcing a business to forfeit judicial rights does not foster partnerships. It breeds mistrust.

Please consider the statewide economic consequences of passing SJR18. It is not good for all of 
Alaska.

Sincerely,

Karen Cowan

D02
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S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E jr O R T

DATE: 4/9/99 FURTHER:
DATE TURNED I
IN TO OFFICE: S / / P

Resources Committee considered SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 18

Requesting Exxon Corporation to pay claimants for court-ordered damages resulting from the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill.

and recommends:
[ ] be replaced with 
[ ] adopt previous

CS
CS

[ ] attached amendment(s)
[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by _ 
[ ] further referral to the___

Committee
Committee

Senate Bill:
[ ] same title 

_) [ ] new title
House Bill:

_) [ ] same title 
[ ] technical title 
[ ] new: SCR"___

Sr. Ml X

[ ] APPROPRIATION -  no fiscal note ^include fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill
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SENATE JO IN T RESOLUTIO N NO. 18

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY SENATORS LINCOLN, Elton, Ellis

Introduced: 3/24/99
Referred: Judiciary, Resources

A RESOLUTION

Requesting Exxon Corporation to pay claimants for court-ordered damages resulting 

from the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

3 1 BE IT  RESOLVED BY TH E LEG ISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

4 |i
5;! 

6 
7 11 
8

: \

■ ■ I12 j*
13 i!
141

i!
15,i.
16 ii

ii

WHEREAS, on March 24, 1989, at 12:04 a.m., the oil tankei Exxon Valdez grounded
:

on Bligh Reef in Prince William Sound resulting in a spill of 11,000,000 gallons of North 
Slope crude oil along Alaska's shoreline; and

W HEREAS, immediately following the spill, executives of Exxon Corporation1 
promised the residents of the state that they would make Alaska whole again; and

W HEREAS the oil spill killed or affected seabirds, sea otters, harbor seals, bald 
eagles, killer whales, salmon and herring eggs, and many tidal plants and animals, and has 
caused long-term damage to the environment of Prince William Sound; and

»

W HEREAS the oil spill affected many communities; commercial, subsistence, and 
sport fishermen; tourism operators; subsistence gatherers; large and small businesses; and 
others in the area; and

W HEREAS, on September 16, 1994, an Alaska jury in the federal district court 
returned a $5,000,000,000 punitive damage verdict against Exxon Corporation to help

ii SJR 018A -1- SJR 18

COMMITTEE COPY



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8 
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20 
21 i

compensate those affected by the spill; and
WHEREAS, between 1994 and 1996, the federal district court judge denied numerous 

motions by Exxon Corporation to overturn or adjust the verdict, and the corporation continues 
to file motions that delay settlement of the case; and

W HEREAS, between 1996 and today, Exxon Corporation filed two motions for new 
trials that were denied by the federal court; and

W HEREAS oral arguments begin this year on Exxon Corporation's appeal of the 
denial for its second motion for a new trial and, pending the outcome of this appeal, the 
company may file a petition for further review to the United States Supreme Court; and

W HEREAS Exxon Corporation has prospered financially in the 10 years since the oil 
spill and is preparing to merge with Mobil Corporation to create the largest corporation in the 
world; and

W HEREAS, a decade after the oil spill and five years after the punitive damage 
judgment, 40,000 claimants are still waiting for payment of punitive damages; 500 claimants 
have died since 1989; and

WHEREAS the majority of the claimants who are owed punitive damages are working 
men and women with families, homes, mortgages, and financial obligations; and

W HEREAS the petroleum industry plays a vital role in providing revenue, 
employment, and economic stability for the state; and

W HEREAS the Alaska State Legislature has encouraged development of the petroleum 
industry through incentives and partnerships; and

1-LS0731\G

22 j WHEREAS, in order to foster partnerships between Exxon Corporation and the people

23
24 I|
25
2 6 ;

I

of Alaska, Exxon Corporation must make good on its promise to make Alaska whole again, 
and pay its debt to the people of Alaska as prescribed by the court.

BE IT  RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges the Exxon Corporation to 
cease its ongoing efforts to avoid or delay payment of the court-ordered judgment and to pay

27 jl all claimants owed punitive damages as a result of the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill.
28
29
30 j
31 !

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Bill Clinton, President of the j 
United States; the Honorable A1 Gore, Jr., Vice-President of the United States and President 
of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Janet Reno, Attorney General of the United States; the 
Honorable J. Dennis Hastert, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable

-2-



Trent Lott, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; Robert Pitofsky, Chairman of the Federal 
Trade Commission; William J. Baer, Director, Bureau of Competition, Federal Trade 
Commission; the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, 
the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in 
Congress; and Lee R. Raymond, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Exxon Corporation.

1-LS0731\G



Revision Date (Note if correction) 0 4 / 0 7 / 9 9  Dept. Affected
Title E x x o n  V a l d e z  D a m a g e  C l a i m s  BRU

Component
Sponsor S e n a t o r  L i n c o l n

Requester S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .  Com ponent Serial No. _____________

F I S C A L  N O T E  No _ j
STATE OF ALASKA B i l l  V e r s i o n :  S T R -  I%
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (S) P u b l i s h  D a t e :

E x p e n d i tu r e s /R e v e n u e s ___________________________________ (T h o u san d s  of Dollars)
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  99 F Y  00 F Y  01 F Y  02 F Y  03 F Y  04

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claim s

M iscellaneous

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( )

FU N D  S O U R C E  (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receip ts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F

1005 GF/P iogram  Receipts

1037 GF/M ental Health

Other (Specify T ype )

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate  o f a n y  curren t year (FY98) cost:

Oo

P O S IT IO N S

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  h a v e  

o n  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s .

n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t

Prepared by S u e  M o s s g r o v F Phone 4 6 5 - 3 7 1 7

Division S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e Date m  i t  y y

Approved by S e n a t o r  T a y l o r Date 4 / 7 / 9 9

Agency C h a ir ,  Senate  J u d i c i a r y
P R E P A R E R  TO  PR O VID E  A L L  D ISTRIBUTION C O P IE S  TO  G O V E R N O R 'S  L EG IS LA T IV E  O FFICE

For (urther distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
(Rev 9i97) 98lnloim ils/OMQ P a g e  _ J___ Of _ [





DATE: 4/8/99
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S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E T O R T  
F ir s t  C o m m itte e  o f  R e fe r r a l

FURTHER:

DATE TURNED 
IN TO OFFICE:Rule 23 )

Resources Committee considered SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2 0

Relating to the removal o f beaver from Washington, D.C.

and recommends: 
be replaced with 

[ ] adopt previous _
[ ] attached amendment(s)
[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by _ 
[ ] further referral to the___

CS
CS

Senate Bill: 
same title 
new title 
House Bill:

.) [ ] same title 
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Committee
Committee

[ ] APPROPRIATION -  no fiscal note ♦include fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date 4/8/99 

Title

STATE OF ALASKA
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

S ave  the Beaver in Washington D C

Dept. Affected______________________

' b r u  ________________________

C om pon en t________________________

BILL NO. SJR 20

Sponsor

Requester

Taylor

Com ponent Serial No.

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  00 F Y  01 F Y  02 F Y  03 F Y  04 F Y  05

Personal Services 

Travel 

Contractual 

Supplies 

Equipment 

Land & Structures 

Grants & Claims 

Miscellaneous

0 . 0

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

H IC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  [

F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F

1005 GF/Program Receipts 

1037 GF/Mental Health

1091 Designated Program Receipts

T O T A L 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

Estim ate  o f any current year (FY99) cost: 

P O S IT IO N S

0.0

Fuil-time

Part-time

Temporary

A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This resolution is anticipted to have no fiscal impact on state agencies.

Prepared by Sgrna 

Division

Approved by Senator Rick H&lford, Chairman 

Agency

Phone 465-4907 

Date 4/9/99

Date

P R E P A R E R  TO PRO VID E A L L  D ISTRIBUTIO N  C O P IES  TO G O VERN O R'S L E G IS LA T IV E  O FF IC E
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

C ha irm an ,
Jud ic ia ry Comm ittee 
Adm in is tra tive Regulations 
Revenue Comm ittee

Vice C ha irm an , 
Resources Comm ittee

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska ‘WHOM 182 

.  (907) -l65-.VS~3 
Pax. (907) i65o922

SO Front Street 
Suite 203 

Ketchikan, Alaska 9000 ] 
(907) 225-SOiiS 

Pax: (90") 22S .il- 1 3S e n a t o r  R o b i n  L .  T a y l o r

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

S J R 2 0

R e la t in g  to  r e m o v a l  o f  b e a v e r  f r o m  W a s h in g t o n ,  D . C .

T h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  b e a v e r  in h a b ite d  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a  fo r  e o n s  b e fo r e  th e  f i r s t

h u m a n s  o c c u p ie d  th e  a rea . T h e  b e a v e r  b e c a m e  e x t in c t  in  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a  w h e n  

d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  th e  C a p i t a l s  u rb a n  s p r a w l  k i l le d  th e m  o f f .  T w o  y e a r s  a g o , o n e  b ra v e  

p io n e e r in g  y o u n g  b e a v e r  f lo a te d  d o w n  th e  P o to m a c  R i v e r  a n d  is  n o w  a t te m p t in g  to  

e s ta b l i s h  a  c o lo n y  o f  b e a v e r s ,  w i th o u t  g o v e r n m e n t  s u b s i d y ,  in  an  a rea  k n o w  a s  th e  T id a l  

B a s in .  W e  h a v e  d e c id e d  to  g iv e  th i s  l i t t le  c r i t te r  a n a m e . . .  w e  a re  c a l l in g  h im  B u c k y .

A l t h o u g h  B u c k y  is  o b l i v i o u s  o f  th e  fa c t ,  h e  q u a l i f i e s  f o r  s p e c ia l  p r o te c t io n ,  u n d e r  th e  

E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  A c t  a n d  th e  la n d  h e  is  u s in g  is  h a b i ta t  c r i t i c a l  to  h i s  s u r v i v a l .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  th e  C l i n t o n / G o r e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  p r o t e c t in g  c h e r r y  t r e e s  in s te a d  o f  

B u c k y  B e a v e r .  T h e i r  P a rk  S e r v i c e  e m p lo y e e s  a re  h a r a s s in g  p o o r  B u c k y  b y  s te a l in g  h is  

fo o d  a n d  t r y in g  to  tra p  h im  in a c a g e .

T h e s e  F e d e r a l  a g e n c ie s  a rc  r e q u ir e d  b y  F e d e r a l  la w  to  s t o p  a ll h u m a n  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  

d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o je c t s  in  th a t c r i t i c a l  h a b ita t a rea . In  fa c t ,  th i s  b e a v e r  m a y  v e r y  w e ll  be  the  

la te s t  e v o lu t io n a r y  e x a m p le  o f  b e a v e r  a d a p ta t io n ,  a u n iq u e  s u b  s p e c i e s  th a t h a s  e v o lv e d  

a n d  le a r n e d  to  s u r v i v e  in  th e  p o lu t io n  a n d  c o r r u p t io n  th a t  e x i s t s  in  W a s h i n g t o n  D . C .  at 

a lm o s t  t o x i c  le v e ls .

L e s s  th a n  1 5 0  y e a r s  a g o . free  r o a m in g  w i ld  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  b e a v e r  l i v e d  a n d  r a ise d  th e ir  

y o u n g  in  th e  T id a l  B a s in  a n d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  D i s t r i c t .  G o v e r n m e n t  k i l le d  th e m  o f f  a n d  

n o w  th e y  a re  g o in g  to  tra p , t r a n q u i l iz e ,  ta g , a n d  tr a n s p o r t  th i s  b e a v e r  o u t  o f  to w n .

I s a y  N O  -  le t l i t t le  B u c k y  B e a v e r  a lo n e . E n f o r c e  y o u r  F e d e r a l  la w s  a n d  p r o te c t  h im  a s 

z e a lo u s l y  a s  y o u  p r o te c t  K a n g a r o o  R a t s  a n d  s p o t te d  o w ls .  T h e  t r e e s  e a te n  b y  th e  b e a v e r  

w e re  a lie n  s p e c i e s  n o t  n a t iv e  to  th e  a rea , p la n te d  fo r  th e ir  d e c o r a t iv e  v a lu e .

T h e  b e a v e r  l i v e d  th e re  f i r s t .  H e  is  n a t iv e  to  th e  a re a  a n d  h i s  h i s t o r i c  u s e  p re d a te s  m a n s . I f  

th e  e n v i r o n m e n ta l i s t s  are  c o r r e c t  . . . .m a n  is  th e  t r e sp a s s e r ,  n o t  B u c k y  B e a v e r .

D is tr ic t A :
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F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date 4/8/99____________________________________________ Dept. Affected_____________________

Title S a ve  the Beaver in Washington D C______________ BR U  _______________________

___________________________________________________________________ Com ponen t_______________________

Sponsor Taylor____________________________________________  _______________________

Requester ___________________________________________________ Com ponent Serial No. __________

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SJR 20
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

E x p e n d i tu re s /R e v e n u e s ___________  (Thousands of Dollars)
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  00 F Y  01 F Y  02 F Y  03 F Y  04 F Y  05

Personal Services 

Travel 

Contractual 

Supplies 

Equipment 

Land & Structures 

Grants & Claims 

M iscellaneous

0 . 0

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S ____________ [

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  [ ] 1

F U N D  S O U R C E ____________________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F

1005 GF/Program Receipts 

1037 GF/Mental Health

1091 Designated Program Receipts

T O T A L 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

Es tim ate  o f an y  current year (FY99) cost: 0.0

P O S IT IO N S

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

Agency
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office





F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction) __________________________ Dept. Affected _________________

Title Subsistence for Urban Alaska Natives_____________BR U  _________________

____________________________________________________________________ Com ponent _________________

Sponsor Senator Ward_____________________________________  _________________

Requester Senate Resources________________________________ Com ponent No. __________________

Expenditures/Revenues________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)______

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SJR 31
2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Note: Am ounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) [ j |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

Agency _________________________________________________________________

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution Information, call tho Governor's Legislative Office
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S e n a t o r  Je r r y  W a r d
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g is l a t u r e

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
For SJR 31

Resolution relating to subsistence activities of urban Alaska natives

SJR 31 provides that urban Alaska Natives exercise the same rights of subsistence as do 
rural Alaska residents. A  large number of Alaska Natives reside in the urban areas of 
Alaska. Urban natives K’ly on renewable resources for physical, economic, traditional, 
social and cultural existence as well as rural residents. The federal subsistence preference 
established under Title V III, Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act, denies 
urban Alaska Natives the ability to participate in subsistence activities on the same level 
as rural residents. The Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests the Congress of the 
United States to clarify whether it intended to deny urban Alaska Natives the opportunity 
to engage in subsistence activities on the same level as rural Alaska residents when it 
passed Title V III, Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act.

Januarv-M av: STATE CAPITOL • JUNEAU. AK • 99801-1182 • (907) 465-4940 • FAX (907) 465-3766 
CHO RAG E: 716 W, 4* AVE. • STB. 450 • ANCHORAGE, AK 99501 • (907) 269-0106 • FAX (907) 269-0109 

K EN A i: 145 MAIN STREET LOOP* KENA1, AK *99611 • (907) 283-7996 « FAX (907) 283-3075 
C h a irm a n , Senate Transportation Committee • C ha irm an , Senate State Affairs Com m ittee

Scnator_Jcrry_W flrd@ ’lcgis.staie .ak .us



S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E T O R T  
F ir s t  C o m m itte e  o f  R e fe r r a l

DATE: 1/12/00 FURTHER: Judiciary

Date o f  5 -Dav Notice : h \ I  DATE TURNED \ I
(in accordance with Uniform Rule'23) IN TO OFFICE: .O  [ 2- / j  Q O ______

Resources Committee considered SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 31

Relating to subsistence activities of urban Alaska Natives under the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act.

and recommends:
[ ] be replaced with 
[ ] adopt previous
[ ] attached amendment(s)
[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by _ 
[ ] further referral to the___

Committee
Committee

Senate Bill:
[ ] same title 
[ ] new title 

House Bill:
[ ] same title 
[ ] technical title 
[ ] new: SCR"___

CI1AIR:

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS DNP

NEW FISCAL
Department Date Zero Fiscal

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE'S):*
Department Date Zero Fiscal

[ ] APPROPRIATION -  no fiscal note ♦include fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill





S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  
F ir s t  C o m m itte e  o f  R e fe r ra l

S?.v\cJ-e c  f t  e  s

DATE: 3/16/00 FURTHER:

and recommends: 
be replaced with 

[ ] adopt previous
[ ] attached arnendment(s)
[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by _ 
[ ] further referral to the___

CS
CS

S T ^  3 ° \

Committee
Committee

Senate Bill:
0 r c  0 0  same title 

I ] new title 
House Bill:

_______ ) [ ] same title
[ ] technical title 
[ ] new: SCR"___

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
Department Date Zero Fiscal

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):*
Department Dale Zero Fiscal

Resources Committee considered SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 39

Encouraging the United States Congress to pass S. 2214, a bill opening the coastal plain of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge to responsible exploration, development, and production of its oil and gas 
resources.

Date o f  5-Day Notice:
(in accordance with Uniform

DATE TURNED  
IN T O  OFFICE:

[ ] A P P R O P R IA T IO N  -  no fiscal note ♦include fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



T H E  F O L L O W I N G  P A G E S  M A Y  
N O T  F I L M  L E G I B L Y  B E C A U S E  O F  

T H E  P O O R  Q U A L I T Y  O F  T H E  O R I G I N A L



M AR -22-00  WED 0 3 :3 0  PM FAIRBANKS L IO
FAX NO. 907 456 3346

P. 02

Good afternoon. M y nam e is D eb M oore. On behalf o f  the N orthern A laska Environm ental Center, I would like to 
testify in opposition o f  SJR 39: a resolution to  encourage C ongress to  allow drilling in the coastal plain o f  the Arctic 
Refuge, otherw ise known as the 1002 area.

The coastal plain is the biological heart o f  the A rctic R efuge. T he A rctic R efuge coastal p lain  provides vital habitat for 
nearly 200 species o f  anim al, including the 129,000 m em ber Porcupine C aribou herd as well as polar bears, grizzlies and 
wolves. This also includes m illions o f  m igratory  birds such as tundra swans, golden plovers, arctic terns, snow y ow ls & 
Pacific loons.

The Arctic R efuge’s coastal plain is perhaps m ost celebrated as the calving ground o f  the 129,000-m em ber Porcupine 
caribou herd, nam ed after the Porcupine R iver in the Yukon Territories. B iologists generally  agree that developm ent o f  
the calving grounds w ould have significant adverse im pacts on the Porcupine caribou. R esearch on caribou in the 
vicinity o f  the Pntdhoe oil fields suggests that cow s w ith calves avoid noise and developm ent infrastructure. 
D evelopm ent obstructs their daily  m ovem ents betw een inland areas rich  in forage and the coast, where they go to escape 
hordes o f  harassing insects. T he studies linked increased anim al stress and extra exertion w ith low er e a lf  production, 
lower ca lf  weights, and low er C3lf densities throughout developed areas.

Recently, Senator M urkow ski introduced legislation w hich w ould allow  drilling in the coastal plain o f  the Refuge, 
claiming tin t drilling in the Refuge wall control rising oil prices and reduce our dependence on foreign oil. This is simply not true, 
Drilling in the A rctic  R efuge w ill have no d isccm able short-term  o r long-term  im pact on the price consum ers pay at the 
pum p and w ill nol decrease our dependence on foreign oil.

U sing reasonable estim ates o f  econom ically  recoverable oil, the sm all am ount o f  oil in the 1002 area w ould never satisfy 
m ore than 2  percent o f  our na tion ’s o i’ dem ands a t any given time. W e’d  still be im porting w ell m ore than h a lf  our oil 
from foreign m arkets. Even i f  wo could access all o f  the oil at once and could becom e entirely independent from 
im ports, this independence would be extrem ely short-lived. At our current consum ption rate, w ith  less than 6 m onths 
worth o f  oil likely to be found under the Refuge, w e would quickly be ju s t as dependent on im ports as we are now.

In addition, how can our delegates be seeking independence through drilling in the R efuge w hen they’re allow ing North 
Slope crude oil to be  exported to foreign m arkets? Since the export ban was lifted, record quantities o r  A laskan oil have 
been shipped to C hina, Japan and other A sian countries instead o f  being used in the US, thereby increasing our 
dependence on foreign oil. I f  ou r delegates are truly serious about decreasing oil costs and our dependence on foreign 
oil, drilling in the R efuge is not the answer. Instead, the first step should be to  reinstate the ban on oil exports.

Finally, rather than attem pting to deal w ith high prices by dcm aning drilling in the Refuge, our delegates should be 
focusing on raising the fuel econom y standards o f  our na tion’s autom obile fleet. B y im proving fuel efficiency, we would 
be decreasing our annual consum ption o f  fuel, w hich would in turn decrease both individual fuel costs and the am ount o f  
im ported oil. Therefore, ralhcr than need to  drill fo r m ore oil, wc would be able to m aintain our standard o f  living using 
substantially less foreign o r  d om estic  oil.

The oil industry has already spraw led across the arctic w ith infrastructure stretching from the C anning to  lire Colville 
River. There is only 5%  o f  the coastal plain w hich is currently protected from  oil drilling. A llow ing drilling  on the 
coastal plain o f  the A rctic Refuge w ill nol solve our high fuel prices or out dependence on foreign oil w hile it w ould have 
a significant adverse im pact on the Porcupine C aribou herd as w ell as the hundreds o f  o ther species arc dependent upon
it.

The Northern A laska Environm ental C enter is opposed to any legislation w hich w ould allow for drilling in the Arctic 
Refuge or w ould encourage Congress to  m ove in that direction. W c urge you to vote no for R esolution SJR 39.

Thank you.
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U.S. oil production has fallen 17 percent during the Clinton-Gore Administration to the lowest annual 
production rate since 1954. At the same time U.S. consumption has risen approximately 14 percent.
As of February 2000, America is importing approximately 56 percent of our daily oil consumption, 44 
percent of which comes from countries that are members of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). This amounts to 10.5 million barrels of the roughly 19 million barrels we consume 
per day.

The dramatic decline in domestic oil production and the resulting dependence on foreign oil production 
is directly attributable to America’s failure to develop a long-term energy policy. To be successful this 
policy needs to address not only the promotion of alternative technologies and fuels but must also 
recognize that, for the foreseeable future, Americans will be dependent on petroleum and natural gas to 
power our nation’s industry, transportation systems, and economy.

America's energy industry has also been damaged. Jobs in the energy section have declined from 
105,000 in 1990 to 293,000; a 28 percent drop over the last 10 years. A further sign of decline is that 
exploration rigs searching for oil have fallen from 657 in 1990 to 153 in February, 2000 -  a 77 percent 
decline. Alaska and America can ill afford to continue our increased dependency on oil imports from 
foreign countries while exporting our jobs to these same nations.

Industry and government experts recognize the Coastal Plain of Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
(ANWR) as the single most promising unexplored region in the U.S. for a major oil and gas discovery.
In 1998, the U.S. Geological Survey estimated that the Coastal Plain of ANWR could have up to 16 
billion barrels of recoverable oil -  similar in size to volume of oil expected to be recovered from 
Prudhoe Bay.

In an effort to accommodate America’s energy needs, the Federal government currently employs a 
strategy of encouraging foreign countries to produce more oil to be made available for import to the 
United States. The fallacy of this strategy is evidenced by the dramatic price fluctuation of oil in recent 
years. Further failure of this approach is the three recessions since 1973 triggered by rising imported oil 
prices which were primarily driven by consumer demand and reduced domestic production.

SJR 39 supports our congressional efforts to develop a long-term energy policy for America, which 
includes opening access to promising areas, like ANWR, in an effort to increase domestic oil and gas 
production. Only then will America lessen the grip that foreign oil producing nations have on our 
economy and consumers.

Senator_Druc_Pearce@lcgis.statc.ak.us

mailto:Senator_Druc_Pearce@lcgis.statc.ak.us
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Predictable crisis
E XPERIENCES OF a quarter of a century ago apparently 

are long forgotten by many Americans. Folks today seem gen­
uinely surprised and angry that the price of gasoline and fuel oil has 
risen in recent weeks as foreign c ’ mppliers cut back production. 

What did they expect?
News reports say heating oil in some areas on the East Coast is 

selling for $1.75 a gallon. That’s up almost $1 from a year ago. 
Gasoline is going for $1.40 and is projected to hit $1.70 before long. 

The Clinton "White House is aflutter. What to do? What to do? 
The president last week asked Congress for an emergency appro­

priation so he can give poor people extra money to buy the more ex­
pensive fuel. The secretary of Energy is heading to Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Mexico and Venezuela to beg for increased oil production. 
Some administration officials are talking about selling off the feder­
al stockpiled oil reserves.

It’s appropriate that the administration is feeling some heat right 
now. After all, its policies are to blame for the situation.

A c tu a lly ,  th e  c u r r e n t  p r ice  h ik e s  a re  p r e t ty  m ild  com pared  to  
w h a t  th e  c o u n try  fa ce d  d u r in g  th e  A r a b  oil em b a rg o  o f  th e  m id - 
19 7 0 s. T h e n , m o to r is t s  w e re  fo r tu n a te  j u s t  to  f in d  a n  open  g a s s ta ­
tio n  — B elling  g a so lin e  a t  a n y  p rice .

Not coincidentally, the energy crisis of the ’70s abated about the 
time the trans-Alaska pipeline came on line and began providing 
about one-fifth of the nation’s domestic supply.

Oil and gas supplies remained stable for a number of years. But 
over this past decade, as oil flow through the pipeline has fallen 
back by naif and the nation increased its reliance on foreign im­
ports, the situation dianged.

Bill Clinton and A1 Gore have had a direct hand in obstructing 
domestic energy supply — including projects in Alaska. Their poli­
cies have included:

• Strong opposition to opening the coastal plain of ANWR
• Placing off-limits to exploration the coastal region of the Na­

tional Petroleum Reserve in Alaska.
• Opposition to offshore oil drilling.

D is m a n t l in g  h y d ro e le c tr ic  d a m s  in  th e  .Low er 48.
• Strong opposition to nuclear power generation.
• Closing off public lands in the West with vast reserves of coal.
• Blocking natural gas development in the Rocky Mountains. 
Whatever extreme environmentalists have demanded, Clinton

and Gore delivered. So, of course, the price of oil is now going up.
Five years ago, Congress approved legislation to open ANWR to 

oil exploration, but the president vetoed i t  Had he not done so, 
Alaska's pipeline might still be delivering 2 million barrels a day, 
like it was at its peak 10 years ago — and the Dation would not 
have to be begging foreign countries to give us mere.



To: National Desk/Environmental Reporter 
March 17,2000

F Y I . . .  An Editorial From The Washington Times

March 17,2000

Wildlife and oil prices

What's wrong with this picture? U.S. consumers are facing some of the biggest gas-price hikes in 
decades, increases that don't stop at the pump but ripple through the economy in the form of 
higher charges for food and other consumer goods. Meanwhile, the U.S. government is literally 
standing on the equivalent of billions of barrels of so-far untapped oil in Alaska that could provide 
them a measure of relief. Worse, if  the Clinton administration has its way, no one ever will tap it, 
either.

The ostensible reason for blocking oil exploration and development there is environmental. When 
the administration vetoed legislation in 1995 that would have allowed such work on a tiny portion 
of the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge (ANW R), Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced the 
administration had done so in the name of caribou, polar bears, swans, snow geese and musk 
oxen; any animal, in short, that might conceivably draw a breath in those barren climes and 
survive.

"Oil exploration and development has served as a kind of animal Viagra . . .  there are more 
caribou in Alaska than humans."

The fact that the Eskimos who lived in the vicinity of the proposed work backed the exploration as 
a way of generating tax revenues to support basic sanitation, education and health needs; that 
workers in the lower 48 wanted it for the jobs it would create; that the United States could have 
used it to reduce dependence on foreign oii of the kind that leaves consumers here so vulnerable to 
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) mattered not. The animals came 
first.

Awkwardly for the administration, there is evidence that far from harming wildlife, oil 
exploration and development has served as a kind of animal Viagra. When oil development began 
on the Arctic coast of Alaska at Prudhoe Bay, a herd of caribou located in the area numbered 
about 6,000. Today the herd in that area has grown to almost 20,000, and there are more 
caribou in Alaska than humans.

"Alaska is already one giant Motel 6 for wildlife. It  contains 58 million acres of land designated as 
federal wilderness."

Furthermore the technology at the heart of the exploration has, like the personal computer, 
progressed so that it can do much more with much less. Says Alaska Sen. Frank Murkowski, the 
"entire development may only disrupt 2,000 acres of the [refuge's] coastal plain - a reduction from 
the 12,500 acres predicted to be impacted in the early 1980s. That is a 'footprint' so small - a little 
over 3 square miles in a region two and one-half times the size of the state of Rhode Island - as to



likely have no impact on wildlife." Moreover, Alaska is already one giant Motel 6 for wildlife. It 
contains 58 million acres of land designated as federal wilderness. That's bigger than the 
combined area of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, West Virginia and Maryland.

Ironically, by blocking oil exploration in Alaska, the administration may actually pose a greater 
risk to this country's environment. I f  America can't get oil out of the ground there, it will be 
that much more reliant on oil tankers whose occasional spills can take a grim toll on wildlife.

M r. Murkowski, fellow Alaskan Sen. Ted Stevens and 31 other senators, including three 
Democrats, have co-sponsored legislation that would open a sliver of the plain to development 
under strict guidelines. Among other things it would place seasonal limits on oil development to 
reduce its impact on wildlife, particularly during the caribou calving period.

So it's possible to protect both wildlife and U.S. consumers by allowing oil development to proceed 
in Alaska. I f  the administration still turns down the proposal, the only protection it will guarantee 
is OPEC's.

(The Washington Times, March 17, 2000)
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SJR 39 ~ Opening the Arctic National Wildlife Refiige to 
Oil Exploration and Drilling

TO: Senate Resource Committee
DATE: March 22,2000

Alaska Conservation Alliance and Alaska Conservation Voters are sister nonprofit organizations dedicated 
to protecting Alaska’s environment through public education and advocacy. Our 40 member organizations 
and businesses represent over 21,000 registered Alaskan voters. Like all Americans, our members 
enjoyed low fuel prices about a year ago and now are feeling the pinch of an increase in those prices. We 
do not, however, believe that opening the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil exploration and drilling is 
the answer to the current situation.

• SJR 39 states (p. 2 ,1.28) that the vast majority of Alaskans supports development in the coastal plain 
of the Refuge. This assertion is a profound overstatement. ACA commissioned a statewide public 
opinion survey that was conducted by Ivan Moore Research and completed in February, 2000. Only 
50.7 % of the 500 Alaskans polled supported drilling in the Refuge; 41.7% favored protecting caribou 
and bird habitat and 7.6% were neutral on the issue. Fifty-one percent is hardly a “vast majority.” 
Results from a survey question asking whether or not the respondent favored state funding of the 
industry lobby group Arctic Power’s effort to open the Refuge revealed that only 41.6% favored state 
funding, while 46.6% did not support this use of state funds and 11.8% indicated they didn’t know.

• 95% of Alaska’s North Slope is available to oil and gas exploration and leasing. The coastal plain of 
the Refuge that many Alaskans wish to see protected represents just 5% of the North Slope. What is 
fair about Big Oil interests pushing to grab up the last 5% when they already have access to 95%?

• While the Native residents of Kaktovik, whose subsistence activities are centered around marine 
mammals rather than caribou, may support opening the Refuge, the Gwich’in people of Alaska and 
Canada consider the coastal plain as sacred ground. For an estimated 20,000 years, their traditional 
subsistence lifestyle has depended heavily upon the 129,000 caribou of the Porcupine herd that use the 
coastal plain as their birthing grounds. Protection of this herd, the coastal plain and the Gwich’in 
culture clearly makes the opening of the Refuge a human rights issue.

• Opening the Refuge is not a quick fix to our high-priced gasoline. Even if exploration started tomor­
row, it would be years before any oil could be brought on line. What enabled us to make it through the 
fuel “crisis” of 1973 was not government intervention or Big Oil’s efforts -  it was citizens of the U.S. 
who chose to conserve fuel and use more fuel-efficient vehicles. Energy conservation can start today 
and oil exporting can stop today. There are clearly other alternatives to addressing the high fuel prices 
besides invading the last 5% of Alaska’s North Slope.

Conserve Alaska. I t ’s Only Natural.

mailto:unite@akvoice.org
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A M E N D M E N T

Offered in Senate Resources By: Senator Lincoln
To: SJR 39 L S ' l S S 2 . \ f l

Page 2, following line 30, insert:

WHEREAS the state will ensure the continued health and productivity of the 
Porcupine Caribou herd and the protection of the land, water, and wildlife resources 
during the exploration and development of the coastal plain of the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge; and

Page 3, following line 6, insert:

FURTHER RESOLVED that oil exploration and development activity be 
conducted in a manner that protects the wildlife and the environment and utilizes the 
state’s work force to the maximum extent possible; and be it



Good afternoon. My name is Deb Moore. On behalf of the Northern Alaska Environmental Center, I would like to 
testify in opposition of SJR 39: a resolution to encourage Congress to allow drilling in the coastal plain of the Arctic 
Refuge, otherwise known as the 1002 area.

The coastal plain is the biological heart of the Arctic Refuge. The Arctic Refuge coastal plain provides vital habitat for 
nearly 200 species of animal, including the 129,000 member Porcupine Caribou herd as well as polar bears, grizzlies and 
wolves. This also includes millions of migratory birds such as tundra swans, golden plovers, arctic terns, snowy owls & 
Pacific loons.

The Arctic Refuge’s coastal plain is perhaps most celebrated as the calving ground of the 129,000-member Porcupine 
caribou herd, named after the Porcupine River in the Yukon Territories. Biologists generally agree that development of 
the calving grounds would have significant adverse impacts on the Porcupine caribou. Research on caribou in the 
vicinity of the Prudhoe oil fields suggests that cows with calves avoid noise and development infrastructure. 
Development obstructs their daily movements between inland areas rich in forage and the coast, where they go to escape 
hordes of harassing insects. The studies linked increased animal stress and extra exertion with lower calf production, 
lower calf weights, and lower calf densities throughout developed areas.

Recently, Senator Murkowski introduced legislation which would allow drilling in the coastal plain of the Refuge, 
claiming that drilling in the Refuge will control rising oil prices and reduce our dependence on foreign oil. This is simply not true. 
Drilling in the Arctic Refuge will have no discemable short-term or long-term impact on the price consumers pay at the 
pump and will not decrease our dependence on foreign oil.

Using reasonable estimates of economically recoverable oil, the small amount of oil in the 1002 area would never satisfy 
more than 2 percent of our nation’s oil demands at any given time. We’d still be importing well more than half our oil 
from foreign markets. Even if we could access all of the oil at once and could become entirely independent from 
imports, this independence would be extremely short-lived. At our current consumption rate, with less than 6 months 
worth of oil likely to be found under the Refuge, we would quickly be just as dependent on imports as we are now.

In addition, how can our delegates be seeking independence through drilling in the Refuge when they’re allowing North 
Slope .-ude oil to be exported to foreign markets? Since the export ban was lifted, record quantities of Alaskan oil have 
been shipped to China, Japan and other Asian countries instead of being used in the US, thereby increasing our 
dependence on foreign oil. If our delegates are truly serious about decreasing oil costs and our dependence on foreign 
oil, drilling in the Refuge is not the answer. Instead, the first step should be to reinstate the ban on oil exports.

Finally, rather than attempting to deal with high prices by demaning drilling in the Refuge, our delegates should be 
focusing on raising the fuel economy standards of our nation’s automobile fleet. By improving fuel efficiency, we would 
be decreasing our annual consumption of fuel, which would in turn decrease both individual fuel costs and the amount of 
imported oil. Therefore, rather than need to drill for more oil, we would be able to maintain our standard of living using 
substantially less foreign or domestic oil.

The oil industry has already sprawled across the arctic with infrastructure stretching from the Canning to the Colville 
River. There is only 5% of the coastal plain which is currently protected from oil drilling. Allowing drilling on the 
coastal plain of the Arctic Refuge will not solve our high fuel prices or our dependence on foreign oil while it would have 
a significant adverse impact on the Porcupine Caribou herd as well as the hundreds of other species are dependent upon 
it.

The Northern Alaska Environmental Center is opposed to any legislation which would allow for drilling in the Arctic 
Refuge or would encourage Congress to move in that direction. We urge you to vote no for Resolution SJR 39.

Thank you.


