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Historic equipment on patented mine site north of Nome. Photo Credit: Sitnasuak Native Corporation
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Aerial view of portal pad construction, Pogo claim area, northeast of Fairbanks. Photo Credit: Karl Hanneman

Aerial view of Fori Knox, Fairbanks. Photo Credit: Steve McGroarty, DNR, DMLW



FOREWORD

The Alaska Minerals Commission again wishes to thank the Governor and the Legislature for

implementing several of our recommendations during 1999, (see Recommendations Already

Implemented). Partly as a result of the responsive actions of the Governor and the Leg—
islature over the last few years, the global mining industry presently considers Alaska a

favorable place t do business and is demonstrating its growth potential.

The Alaska Minerals Commission was created by the 14th Legislature and signed into law
on June 6, 1986. The enabling legislation instructs the Commission to make recommenda—
tions to the Governor and Legislature on ways to mitigate constraints, including governmental
constraints, on the development of minerals, including coal, in the state.

The Commission has presented reports to the Governor and Legislature annually since
January, 1987, and is authorized t do so uttdl February, 2004. Commission members are
appointed by the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House. The
current members are representatives of placer, hard rock, and coal mining industries and
come from diverse areas of the state.

During 1999, the Commission held meetings in Fairbanks and Anchorage, and several
members met with the Governor, Commissioners of various departments, the President of
the Senate, the Speaker of the House, and with legislative committees in Juneau. All Com —
mission meetings are open to the public, and members encourage comments from all inter—

ested parties at any time.

Following the Executive Summary, this report contains background information in Part A on
the main issue, water quality permits, followed by the related recommendations. Subordinate
to the main issue are some of the recommendations from last year, as Part B.

On behalf of the members of the Commission, lwould like to express our appreciation to
those members of the public, to the Alaska Miners Association, to the Resource Develop—
ment Council, and to the many government agencies and private organizations that contrib—
uted to the preparation of the report. The Commission wishes to thank Commissioner
Deborah B. Sedwick of the Department of Community and Economic Development and Dick
Swainbank, and Frankie Pillifant of the Division of Trade and Development who have pro—
vided excellent administrative and professional support to the Commission.

Irene Anderson
Chair
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This millennium report departs substantially from the past issues due to the overwheiming impor-
tance of the permitting issues that have been a staple of the recommendations for several years.
These issues have been addressed as "User Fees," "Mixing Zones,” and ‘NPDES Primacy” in past
reports, but are consolidated in this version as Part A in what we hope is a comprehensive whole.

We do not wish to suggest that other issues in Part B, such as continuation of the aitical geophysical
surveys, are of no importance, but unless the state is able to issue permits for mining operations, possibly
with variances that recognize the need for Alaska-specific conditions, then Alaska will no longer be viewed
as an attractive area for exploration investment.

For convenience, the other issues which are 4ill important to the Commission, are consolidated in
abbreviated form as Part B. Copies of the 1999 Report that contain the full rational for the recommen —
dations as ‘Findings” are available from the Juneau staff.

Industry Overview

Despite record low prices for metals and coal, the total value of Alaskas mineral industry in 1999 is
estimated to remain above a billion dollars, mainly because of the increased production at the Red Dog
and Greens Creek mines. Several medium-sized mines (lllimis Creek, Nixon Fork, Alaska Gold Com —
pany) and a number of smaller placer mines were closed in 1999.

Exploration expenditures declined to about $45 million from $58 million in 1998, but there was a flurry of
activity near Red Dog, where a new, deep zone of mineralization was discovered, and near the Pogo gold
deposit north of Delta, where the orebody was expanded, and other zones of gold ore were explored.
Exploration for gold continued near Fairbrnks and near Delta Junction. Gold-silver-lead-zinc-copper de —
posits were the focus of exploration in th Alaska Range and in southeast Alaska. There was litte

development activity reported in the state in 1999.

The State Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys released the results of the 1998 surveys in the
Fortymile River and Livengood areas, and contracted for a new survey in the area northwest of Pogo. It
also participated in a joint federal-state-private survey of parts of Prince of Wales Island which was

released in August.

The State Division of Mining, Land & Water Management continued its cooperative studies with the U.S.
Geological Survey of the Fortymile and Goodpaster River drainages to provide baseline water quality data.

Preliminary estimates of the value of the industry in 1999 suggest $45 million for exploration, $18 million

for development, and about $986 million in production, for an overall value of about $1.049 billim. These
values are likely to change as more information becomes available.

v Report of the Alaska Minerals Commission 2000



Recommendations Already implemented

During 1999 several of the recommendations from the January 1999 Alaska Minerals Commission Report
were effected, or there was substantial progress made in their implementation. These were:

= Baseline Data,
= Natural Conditions, and
= Recorders Office Technology Upgrade.

The second part of the Baseline Data Issue, that urged cooperation of the Department of Environmental
Conservation with the Division of Mining, Land & Water Management, dill needs more work. Regrettably
funding was cut for the Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal Areas and for the core RS2477 work

group.

Since the first report in 1987 there have been numerous other recommendations of the Alaska Minerals
Commission that have been implemented, including:

= Passage of Alaska Mineral Policy Act (1988).

= Addition of the Department of Commerce to the Resource Cabinet (1992).

= Exemption of minerals from municipal in-situ taxation (1992).

= Funding for airborne geophysical surveys (1992-1998).

= Creation of a task force for RS2477 trail inventory (1993).

= Restriction of Mineral Closing Orders (1993).

= Protection for claimants on state-selected land (1994).

= Extending terms of permits when legal impediments prevent use (19%4).

= Selection of lands with high mineral potential (1994).

= Passage of the Exploration Incentives Act (1995).

= Passage of the Diminutive Discharge Bill (1995).

= Providing more flexible work hours for miners (1996).

Allowing coal mines access to the state bonding pool (1996).

Assertion of RS2477 rights-of-way (1997).

Resolution of the Mental Health Lands issue (1997).

Legislative Resolve No. 31 was passed in support of the federal "American Lands Sovereignty
Protection Act of 1997."

Funding for the AMEREF program (1987-1998).

Funding for the Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal Areas (1991-1998).

The Citizen"s Advisory Commission on Federal Areas (CACFA) was extended until 2008. (1998).
Funding was provided to the Recorders Offices to update equipment (1998).

Funding was provided to continue state services important to miners inNome (1998).

Funding was provided for the airborne geophysics program (1998).

Funding was provided for the Alaska Mineral and Energy Resource Education Fund (AMEREF) (1998).
Establishment of a rational water quality standard for arsenic (1998).

Establishment of a joint State/industry/Alaska Science &Technology Foundation effort to study Alaska
specific baseline water quality issues such as total dissolved solids (TDS) (1998).

The Alaska Minerals Commission was authorized to continue util February 2004 (1998).

The Commission can not take sole credit for requesting resolution of many of these issues, but partly as
a result of the responsive actions of the Governor and the Legislature over the past few years, the global
mining industry presently considers Alaska as a favorable place to do business. This perception is
enhanced by the excellent potential for the discovery of world-class mines ina large, under-explored state
with a regulatory environment that is not oppressive.

Report of the Alaska Minerals Commission 2000 v



Marking zones at Kennecott Greens Creek Mine, near Juneau, Alaska.
Photo Credit: Alaska Division of Trade and Development
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PART A

A CRISIS IN ftLASKA’S ABILITY TO ISSUE PERMITS

FINDING

A crisis has developed inAlaska because the Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) has lost
most of its technically competent permit writers. This affects Alaskan projects including seafood proces—
sors, pulp mills, ail field development, both rural and municipal sewage plants, as well as mines. At risk
is the ability of the public and private sectors to improve infrastructure, foster economic development, and
enhance the quality of life in Alaska. The disintegration of ADEC permitting capabilities has resulted from
a lack of understanding among Alaska residents and policy makers about the importance of this function.

In an effort to shift expenditures out of the General Fund in recent years, Alaska policy makers authorized
ADEC s Water Quality Program to collect user fees in the form of Reimbursable Service Agreements,
whereby a company agrees to pay permit fees directly to the agency. As the funding from these
reimbursable agreements provided increased revenue to ADEC over the years, the policy makers corre—
spondingly reduced the General Funds appropriated for the Water Quality Program. Recently part of
ADEC"s water quality division was funded by agreements such as Kensington, AJ, Red Dog, Ketchikan
Pulp, Fort Knox, Donlin Creek, and Badami. As these projects were completed, canceled, or postponed,

the fees paid to ADEC by these projects stopped.

In 1999, the policy makers chose not to replace the lost revenue with General Funds. Further unailocated
cuts in general funds for ADEC resulted in policy decisions that led t a reduction in staff from fourteen
to a currem “ewel of four. As a result, the State of Alaska is no longer capable of reliably processing
permits for activity ranging from seafood processing, pulp mills, ol industry seawater processing, rural and
municipal sewage treatment plants, or mining industry expansions.

While the mining industry has readily demonstrated mswillingness to use reimbursable agreements to pay
the costs of permit processing, this fee system is not appropriate for Alaska. Quite simply, Alaska®s
industrial sector is not large enough to support ADEC 5 permitting program through fees on a sustaining
basis. The experiment with reimbursable service agreements to support ADEC % core function has failed.
ADEC*"s core permitting functions must be supported by General Funds.

The use of reimbursable agreements to fund agency personnel costs also has another inherent flaw.
Under this system there is littke incentive for agency personnel, whose salaries are funded by hourly
service charges, to expeditiously complete the permit processing. This will be especially true at those
times when there are few permit applicants. Alaska cannot hope to flourish with a permitting process
designed with such obvious disincentives to be efficiett.

The permitting requirements in Alaska and the rest of the nation are changing rapidly and the permitting
workload in Alaska is destined to increase, not decrease. For example, industry regulation is continually
becoming more technical, and EPA policy will soon require federal permits based on water quality
standards for many rural sewage treatment systems that for years have been allowed to operate without
them. Also, federal law requires Alaska to issue permits under the Clean Air Act. IFADEC does not remain
actively involved in permit writing and certification of federal permits, Alaska will lose the opportunity to
utiliz the fledbility available to individual states in the implementation of the federal laws and regulations.

In order to process the air and water quality permits required by law, itis essential that the state employ
a core group of qualified and experienced personnel within ADEC. Permits will become increasingly
technical and subject to challenge by the EPA, other agencies, and environmental groups. ADEC person—
nel must have the technical background and professional experience to be able to make the judgements
necessary to process and defend the permits. The only way to attract and retain this caliber of employee

is to provide stable funding from General Funds.



2 Report of the Alaska Minerals Commission 2000

Furthermore, in order to handle the workload during periods of high permitting demand, ADEC should
have the ability to contract out portions of the permit process to qualified contractors. These contractors
could be hired directly by the permittee to expedite the process. Contractors could provide both routine
processing functions for the permittee as well as specialty expertise not available within ADEC. These
contracts should be managed by the senior ADEC employees. The competitive structure and potential for
repeat business would provide a market-dhven incentive for contractors to provide efficient and technically
accurate permit processing. ADEC would retain all discretion and approval authority.

RECOMMENPATIpIIS

The Governor and Legislature should provide sufficient support from the General Fund on a sustaining
basis to allov ADEC to re-establish and maintain a core group of technically qualified and professionally
experienced personnel to process, approve, and certify the water and air quality permits that are reguired
by state and federal law for public and private projects.

The Governor and Legislature should authorize ADEC to use qualified third party contractors to assist in
processing permits, when the expertise or workload requires i, using funding from ADEC or from permit

applicants.
PART B

APPITIONALRECOMMENDATIONS
ISSues Regining State Action
BASELINE DATA

1 The Governor and Legislature should direct the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) to cooperate fully with the Division of Mining & Water Management and the U. S. Geological
Survey in their effort to study baseline water quality conditions in the drainage of the Fortymile,
Goodpaster, and other Alaskan waterbodies.

GEOPHYSICAL & GEOLOGICAL MAPPING

2 The Governor and the Legislature should invest $5 million per year (approximately 10% of what
industry spent on exploration in 1999) for the next decade, preferably through foundation funding, in
airborne geophysical surveys and complementary geological and geochemical surveys.

LEAD AGENCY

3 The Governor, by Executive Order, and the Legislature, by Resolution, should direct agencies such
as the Department of Environmental Conservation, the Department of Fish & Game, and the Division
of Governmental Coordination to confer with the mineral experts in the Department of Natural
Resources before promulgating rules or regulations affecting mining as per A.S. 27.05.010(b).

RS 2477 ACCESS

4 The Legislature should fund a multi-year, multi-agency Capital Project of $300,000 annually for the
Division of Land to work with the Department of Law and other agencies to aggressively pursue
precedent-setting “quiet titke’ actions, and to preserve State’ rigts. The Governor should aggres—
sively assert "quiet title’ to the routes with the best documentation. Furthermore, the State should
assert an access route pursuant to Title XI of the Alaska National interest Lands Conservation Act to

test the process and set a precedent.
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ROADS TO MINERAL-RICH AREAS

5 The Legislature should reserve a portion of the federal funds secured by the proposed increase in
state gasoline taxes for the purpose of pioneer access to mineral-rich areas.

NAVIGABILITY

6 The Legislature should make funding available to continue a centralized, systematic navigability
program within the Department of Natural Resources. Additionally, funding should be made available
to the Department of Law to support any ‘Quiet titk’ actions necessary to secure ownership of

submerged lands.

MARKETING ALASKA

7 The Governor and Legislature should provide adequate budgetary support to maintain the positions
and programs of the Division of Trade and Development, the Division of Mining & Water Manage —

ment, and the Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys.

SCHOOL OF MINERAL ENGINEERING

8 The Governor and Legislature should provide adequate budgetary support to the UAF School of
Mineral Engineering.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

9 The Governor and the Legislature should appropriate $50,000 to the Division of Educational Support,
Minerals and Energy Education Program, as the State’ share of supporting the Alaska Mineral and

Energy Resource Education Fund (AMEREF).

FEDERAL ISSUES OF STATE CONCERN
ANILCA PROVISIONS

ANILCA PROVISIONS

10 The Governor and Legislature, through the Attorney General"s office, the State’ Washington D.C.
office, and the Congressional Delegation should insist that the federal administration:

@ prohibit the creation of additional CSU lands in Alaska as required by Sections 101d and

1326b of ANILCA,

) provide access across Conservation System Units (CSU) as required by Title Xl of the
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA), and

(© exchange mineralized areas from existing CSU under the authority of Sections 103b and

1302h of ANILCA.
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APPENDIX A
ENABLING LEGISLATION

Chapter 98
Session Laws of Alaska, 1986
As Amended by Chapter 12
Session Laws of Alaska, 1998

AN ACT
Relating to the Alaska Minerals Commission; and providing for an effective date.

Section 1. (@) The legislature finds that the minerals industries, including metallic minerals, industrial
minerals, and hydrocarbons, have traditionally and continue to be the major source of wealth and income

in the state.

(® The legislature further finds that there are major constraints on the continued development of a
diverse mineral industry in the state, including the Environmental Protection Agency s effluent guidelines,
state water quality standards and improperly classified streams and rivers, restriction on surface access,
complex and numerous permitting requirements, and limited access to minerals through mineral closing
orders and restrictions on multiple use through state and federal land use plans.

Section 2. ALASKA MINERALS COMMISSION ESTABLISHED, (@ The Alaska Minerals Commission
is established in the Department of Commerce and Economic Development.

() The Commission iscomposed of 11 members. The Commission shall be composed of individuals
who have at least five years® experience in the various aspects of the minerals industries in the state. The
Governor shall appoint five members of the Commission, one of whom must reside ina rural community.
The President of the Senate shall appoint three members of the Commission. The Speaker of the House
of Representatives shall appoint three members of the Commission. Each member serves at the pleasure

of the appointing authority.

(© The Commission shall make recommendations to the Governor and to the Legislature on ways to
mitigate the constraints, including governmental constraints, on development of minerals, including coal,

in the State.

(@ The Commission shall report its recommendations each year to the Governor and the Legislature
during the first 10 days of the regular session of the Legislature.

Sec. 3. This Act is repealed February 1, 1994.*
Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.070(c)

“‘Note: The Act was amended to extend the life of the Commission to February 1, 2004.



ALASKA MINERALS COMMISSION
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The Alaska Minerals Commission was created by the M 1'Legislature in Chapter 38 of the Session Laws
of 1986 and was established to make recommendations to the Governor and to the Legislature on ways
1 mitigate constraints on the development of minerals in the State.

The minerals industry offers the greatest potential of any Alaska industry for expanding and diversifying

the State®s economic base; for increasing Statewide employment; and for generating new wealth to create
businesses and provide revenues for State and local governments.

However, Alaska has a complex pattem of land ownership and management; has overlapping and
uncertain regulatory requirements; has unique geographic, geologic and climatic conditions; and has an
undeveloped transportation system.

To attract the capital necessary for the exploration and development of new mines; to ensure that mines
can be developed feasibly and in a timely fashion; and to ensure that producing mines remain viable-
constraints on the industry must be mitigated.

The Alaska Minerals Commission will prepare reports for the First and Second Sessions of the 15h
Legislature and the First Sessio . of the 16™. Legislature, recommending to the Governor and to the
Legislature the adoption of legislation and the implementation of administrative policy that will best
accomplish the statement of policy found in Article VI, of the Constitution of Alaska:

"It is the policy of the State to encourage the settlement of its land and development of
its resources by making them available formaximum use consistent with the public interest.”

And the statement of policy found in the President’s National Materials and Minerals Report to Congress
of April 5, 1982.
"It is the policy of this administration to decrease Americas mineral wlnerability by taking

positive action that will promote our national security, help ensure a healthy and vigorous
economy, create American jobs, and protect America’ national resources and

environment."

The goals and recommendations of the Alaska Minerals Commission are to assure that the Legislature
and the State administration endorse and promote development of a viable mining industry in the State.

MNERAL PCLICY ACT

Sec. 44.99.110. Declaration of state mineral policy. The Legislature, acting under at. M, sec. 1 of
the Constitution of the State of Alaska, in an effort to further the economic development of the state, to
maintain a sound economy and stable employment, and to encourage responsible economic development
within the state for the benefit of present and future generations through the proper conservation and
development of the abundani mineral resources within the state, including metals, industrial minerals, and

coal, declares as the mineral policy of the state that

(D mineral exploration and development be given fairand equitable considerationwith otherresource
use in the multiple use management of state land;

(@ mineral development be encouraged through reasonable and consistent non-duplicative regula—
tions and administrative stipulations;

(3 mineral development and the entry into the marketplace of mineral products be considered in
developing a statewide transportation infrastructure system;

(@ mineral development be encouraged through appropriate public information and education,scien—
tific research, technical studies, and the University of Alaska program involvement;

(%) economic development with respect to the state mineral industry be encouraged with Pacific Rim
nations (Sec.1 Ch. 138 SLA 1988)



This publication was released by the Department of Community and Economic
Development. Its purpose is to report the findings and recommendations of the Alaska
Minerals Commission to the Governor and to the Legislature of Alaska. It was produced
at a cost of $.90 per copy and printed in Juneau, Alaska. This publication is required by

Chapter 98, Session Laws of Alaska, as amended by Chapter 4, Session Laws of Alaska,
1993.



legislative fiscal analyst overview ofthegovernor5FYO0O1l request

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

The Department of Environmental Conservation is a technical assistance, regulatory and grant-in-aid agency
responsible for protecting the environment and public health. The agency administers programs for prevention and
response to air, land, and water pollution; enforces standards of sanitation in public facilities; assures wholesome fish
and dairy products for consumers; and provides financial and technical assistance to municipalities and local
communities for water, sewer, and solid waste projects. It also has lead responsibility for oil spill management and
oversees the disposition of the Oil and Hazardous Substance Release Response and Prevention Fund.

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES

« The Department of Environmental Conservation’s FY01 budget request is $511,300 below the department’s
FY00 Management Plan. The reductions include $111,600 in general funds, $265,500 in federal funds, and
$134,200 in other funds.

Legislative FiscalAnalyst Comment: In December, the State ofAlaska received S18.5 million from the federal
spill liability fund created under the Oil Pollution Actof 1990 (OPA 90). OPA 90 specifies that the funds be
usedforpetroleum relatedpurposes. The $18.5million isFYO00 money and the legislature may wish to consider
appropriating itin a supplementalbill.

+ The Administrative BRU contains a decrease of two PFT positions and an overall funding reduction of
$135,500. The reduction in funding is a combination of the cost associated with one of the two PFT position
reductions and a one-time appropriation for Y2K of $75,000 in Qil/Haz Funds.

« The Environmental Health BRU requests an overall funding reduction of $122,300. The reduction is a result of
a $172,300 (and 2 PFT petitions) decrease associated with anticipated federal receipts in the Laboratory
Services component that failed to materialize. The Drinking Water component requests one additional PFT
position and an increase of $25,000 in federal receipts and in GF Match for work associated with the Safe

Drinking Water Act.

Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: The legislature denied the department's FYOO request for a $50,000
increasein GF Program Receiptsand one PF T position for compliance with the Safe Drinking W aterAct.

« A fund source change in the Food Safety & Sanitation component would replace $219,800 in federal receipts
with Statutory Designated Program Receipts. The change would fund the replacement of three previously cut
environmental health officers in Dutch Harbor, Tok, and Fairbanks. The additional staff would provide

fresli/frozen seafood and other low risk inspections.

Legislative FiscalAnalyst Comment: Statutory Designated Program Receipts arc receipts received forprojects
initiated by a third party. The receipts described above may more appropriately be dcsciibed as GF Program
Receipts.

+ The Air & Water Quality BRU includes no new funding increments or decrements from FYOO levels. However,
seven PFT positions have been reduced in the Water Quality component due to reductions in the permitting
program for processing state wastewater permits and certifying federal permits.

® The Contaminated Sites Program BRU contains a decrease of $90,800 in Storage Tank Assistance Funds due to
the expiration of contractual administrative support sendees for the Board of Storage Tank Assistance.

Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: The Contaminated Sites Program received a special appropriation
(associated with SB 128) for $185,000 in Oil/Haz Funding and $200,000 in Storage Tank Assistance Funds.
The departmental Rscalnote associated with SB 128projected a second-yearreduction of$70,000 in Storage

Tank Assistance Funds.
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« The Local Emergency Planning Committees BRU includes a reduction of $162,700 in Oil/Haz Funds. The
statutory maximum funding level for this component is three percent of the estimated annual balance in the
prevention account. The request reduces funding to the maximum statutory level.

« The Facility Construction & Operations BRU has a fund source change from GF Match to federal receipts
totaling $118,000 due to a reduction in GF Match requirements.

ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES

« Statewide Public Services is a separate appropriation rather than a component under the Environmental Health
appropriation.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION FUNDING SUMMARY

General Federal Other

Purpose Restricted Funds Total
FYOO Conference Committee 12,070.3 14,612.8 20,711.7 47,394.8
FYOO Fiscal Note 3.0 3.0
Special Appropriation 460.0 460.0
FYOO Authorized 12,070.3 14,612.8 21,1747 47,857.8
FYOO Management Plan 12,070.3 14,612.8 21,1747 47,8578
One Time Item (148.0) (148.0)
FYO01 Adjusted Base 12,070.3 14,612.8 21,026.7 47,709.8
Fund Source Change (118.8) (101.0) 219.8 0.0
Increment 25.0 25.0 73.0 123.0
Decrement (17.8) (189.5) (279.0) (486.3)
FYOl Governor Request 11,958.7 14,3473 21,0405 47,346.5
Position Summary PFT PPT
FYOO Authorized 479 5
FYOI Governor Request 464 5
Net Change (15) 0
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Formula
Expenditures

None.

Non-Formula
Expenditures
Administration
Environmental
Health
Statewide Public
Services
Airand Water
Quality
Non-Pt Source
Pollution Contrl
Spill Prevention
and Response
Contaminated
Sites Program
Local Emergency
Planning Comm
Facility Constr. &

Op
Totals

General
Funds

0.0
1,130.7

12,257 .4

12/15/1999 6:08 PM

FY1999 Actuals

Federal
Funds

977.4

11,190.9

Other
Funds

4,388.4
372.3

699.3
3,034.3
0.0
11,916.8
0.0

0.0
2,291.4

22,702.5

Department Budget Summary by BRU

Total
Funds

14,376.0
0.0

0.0
4,399.5

46,150.8

General
Funds

0.0
1,141.8

12,070.3

FY2001 Governor
Department of Environmental Conservation

FY2000 Authorized

Federal
Funds

1,137.8

14,612.8

Other
Funds

2,130.9
371.6

7423
3,151.5
0.0
7,344 4
4,019.5
5434
2,871.1

21,1747

Total
Funds

4,435.1
10,439.2

1,751.5
9,381.2
1,7115.4
7,352.9
7,088.4

543.4
5,150.7

47,857.8

Department of Environmental Conservation

General
Funds

0.0
1,023.0

11,958.7

FY2001 Governor

Federal
Funds

1,256.6

14,3473

Other

Funds

2,030.4
5914

1423
3,151.5
0.0
7,344 .4
3,928.7
380.7
2,871.1

21,040.5

Alldollars in thousands

Total
Funds

4,299.6
10,316.9

1,751.5
9,381.2
1,715.4
1,352.9
6,997.6

380.7
5,150.7

47,346.5
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Department of Environmental Conservation

Funding Source Summary

Funding Sources FY1999 Actuals

1002 Federal Receipts 11,190.9
1003 General Fund Match 3,148.9
1004 General Fund Receipts 6,862.7
1005 General Fund/Program Receipts 2,232.2
1007 Inter-Agency Receipts 4,149.7
1018 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Settlement 1195
1036 Commercial Fishing Loan Fund 175.0
1052 Oil/Hazardous Response Fund 12,3875
1053 Investment Loss Trust Fund 13.6
1061 Capital Improvement Project Receipts 2,331.8
1075 Alaska Clean Water Loan Fund 431.6
1079 Storage Tank Assistance Fund 786.5
1093 Clean Air Protection Fund 1,986.3
1100 Alaska Drinking Water Fund 200.4
1108 Statutory Designated Program Receipts 134.2
Totals 46,150.8
Position Summary
Permanent Full Time
Permanent Part Time
Non Permanent
Totals
FY2001 Govern?r .
12/15/1999 6:08 PM Department of Environmental Conservation

All dollars In thousands

FY2000
Authorized
14,612.8
3,200.1
5,731.3
3,138.9
894.9
630.2

175.0
12,553.6

2,218.5
4553
1,054.7
2,139.6
518.4
534.5

47,857.8

FY2000
Authorized
479

5

4

488

FY2001
Governor
143473
2,995.1
5,824.7
3,138.9
893.2
630.2
175.0
12,296.7

2,218.0
455.3
961.5

2,137.9
518.4
754.3

47,346.5

FY2001
Governor
464

5

4

473
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A laska’s M ineral Industry 1999
A Summary

by
R.C. Swainbankland D.J. Szumigala2

INTRODUCTION

This summary of Alaska's mineral industry for 1999 is made possible by
information provided through phone interviews and replies to questionnaires
sent to the mineral industry in Alaska, and compiled by the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR), Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys
(DGGS), with Department of Community & Economic Development's (DCED)
Division of Trade & Development (DTD). Estimates used in this summary are
conservative due to incomplete data. Employ-
ment data for the mineral industry is not available Table 1 Total value ofthe mineral industry in Alaska by year

at this time. , (in millions of dollars)
Preliminary estimates for the value of
Alaska's mineral industry in 1999 are $48 million Exploration  Development Production
invested in exploration and $26 million in devel- (expenditure) (expenditure)  (value) Total
opment projects; the products were valued at
$1,014 million, of which $911 million consisted %8%% $ Zgg $ i?g $ %ggg $ %g%g
of metals. Thus the overall value of the industry 1983 41 7.8 932 4 294 3
was $1,088 million, five percent higher than the 1984 22.8 53.6 1994 2758
1998 Alaska mineral industry value. The value of 1989 9.2 341 226.6 269.9
the Alaska mineral industry from 1981 to the %gg? lg? 1%‘8% 21332 gféz
present is tabulated in table 1. 1958 455 2750 9399 5597
Exploration highlights include the discovery 1989 478 1343 277.0 459 1
at depth of a new, zinc-rich orebody north of the %3310 ggg zlég gig(s) g%(z)g
e gobm nralied zone o e pogo popery. 9% 023 S5 g
. . Yooo1om 303 211 448.7 506.7
east of Fairbanks. Other exploration programs in 1994 311 449 507.5 583.5
the Pogo area identified new gold-rich areas re- 1995 34.3 148.6 537.2 720.1
quiring further exploration and drilling. %389 g;lg ?1%%2 3§2§ %(1)(2582
gucion of Rad, ane. and sver and oomirues o 88 3 B o) o
S ' 1999a 48. 26.0 1,014.0 1,088.0

be the world's largest producer of zinc. Greens
Creek Mine near Juneau remains one of the larg- ~ TOTAL $741.8 $1,652.3 $8,548.0  §10,942.1

est producers ofsilver In the U.5,, and continues Source; Alaska's mineral industry reports published annually by DGGS
innifi i ource. .
to produce significant lead, zinc, copper, and Preliminary estimates.

gold. Fort Knox Mine near Fairbanks is Alaska's
largest gold producer, with an average daily pro-
duction of approximately 1,000 ounces of gold.

‘Alaska Division of Trade and Development, Unit til, 3677 College Rd., Fairbanks, Alaska 99709.
:Alaska Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys, 794 University Ave., Suite 200, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-3645.



EXPLORATION

Estimated minimum exploration expenditures
throughout Alaska during 1999 were $48.2 million,
down 16 percent from the $57.3 million invested in
1998. Alaska's exploration sector fared quite well, con-
sidering the massive reductions (20-30 percent) in
exploration budgets worldwide. Exploration expendi-
tures in Alaska by commodity for the past 18 years are
listed in table 2. Sixty-nine percent of exploration ex-
penditures were spent in the eastern interior region of
Alaska. The Goodpaster mining district was the hub of
exploration activity as companies conducted initial ex-
ploration programs on claims staked around the Pogo
property in 1998,

About 8,800 new state mining claims and 230 new
federal claims were staked in Alaska in 1999. The Noatak
district was the most ajtive area for new claim locations,
followed by staking in the Big Delta Quadrangle in the
Goodpaster and Richardson mining districts.

Northern Region

Cominco Alaska Inc. had a large diamond drill pro-
gram in 1999 and announced a new large, flat-lying
zinc-lead-silver deposit located about 6 miles north of
Red Dog Mine. Drill intercepts up to 240 feet thick with
20 percent zinc and 5 percent lead were found at approxi-
mately 2,200 feet below the surface in holes spaced

Alaska's Mineral Industry 1999: A Summary

between 800 and 900 feet apart. Mineralization is open in
all directions except to the southeast. Eight of nine core
holes drilled to target depth intersected significant mas-
sive sulfide mineralization. Two holes were stopped short
of target depth and will be completed next year. Best
mineralized intercepts include 30 percent zinc and 6 per-
cent lead between 2,227 and 2,280 feet in hole 806;

15 percent zinc and 5 percent lead between 2,182 and
2,202 feelin hole 808; 18 percent zinc and 5 percent lead
between 2,229 and 2,459 feet in hole 809; and 20 percent
zinc, 5 percent lead, and 4 ounces per ton silver between
2,160 and 2,400 feet in hole 810. The new discovery
occurs on state-owned lands, unlike the present mine
which is located on NANA Regional Corp. (First Nation)
lands. Over5,500 new state mining claims were staked to
cover this potential new deposit that wouid need to be
mined from an underground facility.

Cominco is also considering drilling to evaluate the
potential for natural gas in shale deposits near Red Dog
Mine. Cost savings from using natural gas instead of
imported diesel could make marginal deposits profitable
and reduce environmental risks.

Western Region

Exploration was quite active on the Seward Penin-
sula during 1999. NovaGold Resources Inc. drilled the
Anvil Creek area north of Nome in a $500,000 program
funded by Kennecott Exploration Co. in aregion with

Table 2. Reported exploration expenditures in Alaska by commodity, 1982-99

Base Precious
metals Polymetallic*1 metals
1982 $31,757,900 $ N/A $ 10,944,100
1983 9,758,760 N/A 20,897,555
1984 4,720,596 N/A 14,948,554
1985 2,397,600 N/A 6,482,400
1986 1,847,660 N/A 6,107,084
1987 2,523,350 N/A 11.7.C.711
1988 1,208.000 N/A 41,370,600
1989 3,503,000 N/A 43,205,300
1990 5,282,200 N/A 57.185,394
1991 4,789.500 N/A 34,422,039
1992 1,116,000 3,560,000 25,083,000
1993 910,000 5,676,743 23,382,246
1994 600,000 8,099,054 18,815,560
1995 2,770,000 10,550,000 20,883,100
1996 1,100,000 11,983,364 31.238,600
1997 1,700,000 22,347,000 32,960,500
1998 1,000,000 13,727,000 42,441,000
1999 4,100,000 3,000,000 41,050,000
TOTAL $81,084,566  $78,943,161 $483,160,743

Industrial Coal

minerals and peat Other Total
$ $ 2,900,000 $ 15300 $ 45,617,300
2,068,300 1,338,454 70,000 34,133,069
270,000 2,065,000 279,500 22,283,650
270,000 9,150,000
170,000 790,000 8,914,744
286,000 1,150,000 31.000 15,734,061
160,200 2,730,000 45,468,800
125,000 924,296 5,000 47,762,596
370,000 321,000 97,000 63,255,594
92,000 60.3,000 2,000 39,908,539
25,000 425,000 30,209,000
163,500 125,000 30,257,489
225,000 2,554,000 810,000 31,103,614
100,000 3,000 34,306,100
400,000 44,721,964
80,000 720,000 57,807,500
12,000 87,000 -- 57,267,000
2,000 50,000 - 48,202,000
$4,549,000 $16,927,750 $1,437,800 $666,103,020

“Polymetallic deposits considered as a separate category for the first time in 1992.

N/A = Not available.
- - Not reported.
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more than 3 million ounces of historic placer gold pro-
duction. Rich placer production from Anvil Creek
overlies a flexure in a major structural feature— the An-
vil Creek shear zone. The shear zone is coincident with
quartz-carbonate-sulfide stockwork veins and perva-
sively silicified schist along the valley bottom. At least
7.000 feet of reverse-circulation drilling was completed
in 32 holes. Drill intercepts included multiple 5-foot
intervals averaging up to 0.277 ounces per ton gold,
with northwest-trending drill fences spaced from

2.000 to 4,000 feet apart. Kennecott withdrew from the
joint-venture agreement after drilling results did not
meet expectations.

NovaGold optioned part of its Rock Creek gold de-
posit nearby to Viceroy Resource Corp. and continued
to act as operator on the project. A reverse-circulation
drilling program included twinning previous holes and
the recent results are 59 percent higher than previous
results. Other highlights from the drilling include inter-
cepts of 135 feet with 0.07 ounces per ton gold
(including 40 feet with 0.186 ounces per ton gold),

150 feet with 0.071 ounces per ton gold (including
35 feet with 0.114 ounces per ton gold), and 145 feet
with 0.04 ounces per ton gold (including 15 feet with
0.114 ounces per ton gold).

NovaGold Resources Inc. also announced a
2-million-ounce placer gold resource on its Nome pat-
ented mining claims in marine beach and alluvial
deposits. The resource was estimated using a modified
polygonal method with data derived from 7,248 churn
drill holes and over 70 years of historic production
records. NovaGold believes that alternative stripping
and mining methods, as well as improvements in fine
gold recovery, could reduce overall mining costs and
significantly enhance revenues.

Farther north at Mt. Distin, Consolidated Aston Re-
sources Ltd. drilled 24 reverse-circulation holes for a
total 0f 6,244 fi"t at several prospects. Consolidated
Aston is party to an exploration agreement and option to
lease with Bering Straits Native Corp. (First Nation) and
its subsidiary. Golden Glacier Inc, Drilling results are
interpreted to reveal a strongly disseminated gold sys-
tem that is tabular, crudely stratiform, and meta-sedi-
ment hosted. The mineralized zone is up to 285 feet
thick, and can be traced along strike for at least 1,640
feet and down dip 330 feet. Gold assay results are re-
markably consistent, with many holes mineralized over
their entire length. For example, hole MDRC-99-13
averaged 0.012 ounces per ton gold from collar to
308 foot depth, and hole MDRC-99-11 averaged
0.010 ounces per ton gold from collar to 308 fool depth.
Gold grades and thickness appeared to increase do'vn-
dip. Consolidated Aston believes that the pattern of
mineralization is consistent with a leakage halo emanat-

ing from a down-dip mineralized source along the main
structural trend. The company also conducted a phase
2 core-drilling program on the Fred Creek gold target.

Altar Resources explored its Divide gold prospects
and several base-metal showings. Two shallow Winkie
drill holes at the Bulk Gold prospect confirmed the pres-
ence of anomalous gold up to 1,285 parts per billion,
with 9,310 parts per million arsenic, and 7,170 parts per
million antimony.

Viceroy Alaska, a division of Viceroy Resources
Corp., conducted exploration at the lllinois Creek Mine
near Galena as part of its evaluation of the deposit.

North Star Exploration Inc. discovered a new gold-
silver epithermal prospect approximately 80 miles
southwest of Galena on the west side of the Yukon
River. North Star's Kaiyah prospect consists of 80 State
claims and 17 State prospecting sites totaling 5,920
acres. Host rocks include sandstone, shale, and con-
glomerate of the Koyukuk terrane adjacent to the Poison
Creek caldera. Volcanic rocks include intermediate to
felsic ash flow tuffs, massive basaltic andesite, and a
small area of siliceous sinter. Anomalous gold and silver
values occur in outcropping silicified sedimentary units
cut by radial faults immediately east of the caldera rim.
Structural analysis from fused Landsat and total field
magnetic data suggests that the caldera system may ex-
tend over 12 miles in diameter.

North Star collected 236 rock samples at Kaiyah,
and 46 samples contained over 100 parts per billion
gold. Gold values ranged up to 10.4 parts per million
and silver values ranged up to 13.6 ounces per ton. Ar-
senic and bismuth values are elevated with higher
precious-metal values, and mercury occurs in the low
parts per million range. Silica veining was mapped in a
structurally bounded zone that is 9,000 feet long and
averages 4,000 feet wide. The upper part of the mineral-
ized system consists of vuggy silica with open spaces
lined by comb quartz; 300-400 feet lower in the system,
silicification is characterized by stockwork veinlets and
quartz flooding as a dense silicified matrix.

Eastern Interior Region

The biggest news from the Fairbanks district was the
announcement that Kinross Gold Corp. completed ac-
quisition of Newmont Exploration’s rights in the
1.3-million-ounce True North gold project. Kinross paid
$28 million to buy back 100 percent interest in the de-
posit. The property had been part of ajoint venture
between Newmont and La Teko Resources; the latter
company was recently acquired by Kinross. Newmont
had expended about $19 million at the True North prop-
erly since taking over project management in 1995.
Kinross immediately began evaluating the deposit with
respect to trucking ore to the Fort Knox mill. True North



ore grades are nearly three times that of Fort Knox ore.
Production from True North is projected to increase
annual production through the Fort Knox mill by about

100,000 ounces of gold. Kinross also acquired the adja-

cent Whiskey Gulch property from Silverado Gold
Mines Ltd. in exchange for a net smelter royalty based
on gold price at production.

Kinross Gold and 20 percentjoint venture partner
Teryl Resources announced drilling results for their
Main Gil and North Gil prospects where indicated and
inferred resources stand at 10.7 million tons grading
0.040 ounces per ton (433,000 ounces of gold). Drilling
consisted of five diamond core holes (3,911 feet) and
nine reverse-circulation holes (4,038 feet). Highlights of
drilling at Gil North include 65 feet grading 0.041
ounces per ton and 75 feet grading 0.043 ounces per ton.
Significant intercepts at the Main Gil prospect included
40 feet grading 0.068 ounces per ton and 120 feet grad-
ing 0.036 ounces per ton. Geophysical data
interpretation indicated previously unknown geologic
structures with east-west and northeast trends, and ex-
ploration targets on the east side of Slippery Creek and
in All Gold Creek. Soil sampling outlined new areas
with anomalous gold values in the North Gil area and in
the eastern portion ot the Gil Venture claim block.
Kinross and Teryl also conducted some exploration on
the West Ridge property abutting the southern boundary
of the True North property, Kinross conducted a limited
reverse-circulation drilling program on the Amanitaville
property south of Fort Knox Mine, with best drill inter-
cepts of 50 feet 0 0.08 ounces per ton of gold, 50 feet of
0.29 ounces perton of gold, and 90 feet of 0.04 ounces
per ton of gold.

Kinross Gold initiated diamond core and reverse-
circulation drilling on their newly acquired Ryan Lode
deposit in the Fairbanks district. The drilling was con-
ducted to better define and confirm previously stated
resources totaling 2.4 million ounces grading 0.056
ounces per ton, with a defined reserve of 820.000
ounces of gold in 14.6 million tons of rock. Kinross has
also voluntarily bequn $100,000 worth of site
remediation at Ryan Lode to address perceived environ-
mental problems that occurred prior to their acquisition
of the property.

The Goodpaster mining district to the east of
Fairbanks was the locus of most exploration activity
during 1999. The Pogo deposit, a 5.2-million-ounce
gold prospect being evaluated by Teck Corp. and partner
Sumitomo Metal Mining, was the largest exploration
project in Alaska during 1999. An underground explora-
tion permit from state and federal agencies was received
in March and development work immediately began on
the adit. Plans are to dig approximately 5,200 feet into
the hillside (Pogo Ridge) hosting the Liese 1zone
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orebody. The adit will intersect the Liese 1zone, the
uppermost of three known mineralized zones on the
project. Access to the Liese 1 zone will allow collection
ofabulk sample for metallurgical testing purposes,
obtain geotechnical data, and test continuity of ore bod-
ies. Drilling from the Liese 1level will attempt to better
define the deep Liese 3 zone previously intersected in
two holes drilled from the surface. Teck had excavated
approximately 3,000 feet of the adit by the end of 1999
and drilled a shaft pilot hole to 2,500 feet.

Teck also conducted a $2.6 million surface explora-
tion on the 1,200-claim Pogo property. Sixty-four
diamond core holes, totaling 50,000 feet, were drilled in
1999, including 32,000 feet of infill definition drilling
around the Liese zone, 7,000 feet of geotechnical drill-
ing, and 4,000 feet of exploration drilling. Teck
announced a new orebody, the “North Zone,” located
approximately 800 feet northwest of the Liese zone.
The North Zone, consisting of two north-trending, east-
dipping quartz veins, was discovered on surface and
intersected in the planned shaft pilot hole. Other explo-
ration drill footage targeted the southeast extension of
the main Liese zone mineralization and the Sonora
Creek prospect 5 miles southeast of the main deposit
area. The Sonora Creek soil grid reportedly has higher
gold anomalies than the original Liese soil anomaly.

Numerous companies staked land around the Pogo
deposit in 1998, and though depressed gold prices hin-
dered financing necessary to complete exploration
programs, several 1999 programs identified interesting
gold targets in th, Joodpaster region. Avalon Develop-
ment Corp. managed joint exploration programs for
nine different companies in the Goodpaster district.
Theii work revealed that in some places in the
Goodpaster area, ten parts per billion gold may be a
significant value to pursue with further geochemical
sampling.

Western Keltic Mines Inc. struck a deal with Barrick
Gold Corp. on five of Western Keltic's and Rimfire
Minerals Corp.’s properties (California, Surf, Big Bend,
Boogie, and Central Creek) in the Goodpaster district.
Barrick has the option of earning a 51 percent interest in
any of the five properties. Exploration in 1999 consisted
ofgeological mapping, prospecting, and geochemical
sampling of soils and rocks on the Boundary prospect
along the northern border of the California and Surf
properties, on the southeastern part of the Surf property,
and in the Beverly Creek area of the California property.
Western Keltic collected over 3,400 soil, 375 rock, and
285 stream-sediment samples for geochemical analysis.
This work resulted in the discovery of large multi-
element soil geochemical anomalies and zones of gold-
bearing quartz-veined boulders, with values of up to
0.72 ounces per ton of gold.
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The Boundary prospect has a 2,300-foot-long soil
anomaly with gold values ranging from 10 to 40 parts
per billion associated with anomalous arsenic, bismuth,
tellurium, antimony, and tungsten. The southeast Surf
soil anomaly extends over 2.7 miles in a northwest-
southeast direction and contains gold values up to
70 parts per billion with associated anomalous arsenic,
bismuth, antimony, and tungsten. The Beverly Creek
area has anomalous gold values in stream-sediment
samples with an undefined extent.

Hyder Gold Inc. optioned five properties from

Rimfire Minerals Corp. in the Pogo area. A Phase I pro-

gram of contour soil sampling, stream-sediment
sampling, prospecting, and reconnaissance geological
mapping was completed. Coincident gold (up to 310
parts per billion), arsenic, bismuth, and antimony
anomalies outlined a 1.8-mile by 0.9-mile area on the

Eagle property and quartz-veined float on the Bou prop-

erty. A Phase Il program of systematic grid-based soii

sampling, detailed geological mapping, and further pros-

pecting on these properties identified gold
mineralization (up to 0.17 ounces per ton of gold) re-
lated to quartz veinlets cutting Cretaceous granite.
Elsewhere, Blackstone Resources terminated its option
on Rimfire's Falcon property due to lack of financing.
Copper Ridge Explorations Inc. acquired five proper-
ties from KGE Management Ltd., which acquired the
properties from Kinross Gold immediately after the clos-
ing of the Kinross-La Teko Resources merger. Alaskan
properties include Discovery Gulch in the Circle mining
district and Ogopogo in the Goodpaster mining district.
Discovery Gulch had been under option to Camnor Re-
sources Ltd., but Camnor terminated its option after a

Regional distribution ofexploration dollarsfor 1999.
Statewide total expendituresfor exploration were
$48.2 million (1998 expenditures in parentheses).

five-hole (1.520 feet) reverse-circulation drilling program
in 1999 with the best intercept 0f 20 feet of 0.03 ounces
perton ofgold in scricite-chlorite-carbonate alter,  gra-
nodiorite with quartz veins containing up to 5 percent
pyrite and 1 percent arsenopyrite. Copper Ridge con-
ducted a soil auger sampling to test two significant
gold-in-soil anomalies. Copper Ridge Explorations also
acquired the right to earn 100 percent of the McKenzie
claim block in the Circle district.

Copper Ridge's Ogopogo project 1999 exploration
program involved collecting 121 stream-sediment
samples. Gold values in stream sediments ranged up to
214 parts per billion and coarse fraction samples re-
turned gold values up to 1,608 parts per billion. Other
anomalous elements include arsenic, antimony, and
tungsten. A subsequent soil geochemical survey col-
lected 325 samples and identified three targets with gold
values up to 273 parts per billion and anomalous ar-
senic, bismuth, lead, antimony, and tellurium. Kinross
Gold acquired the Northern Cross prospect from Copper
Ridge Explorations. The Northern Cross prospect lies
2 miles north of the Pogo deposit and is host to bismuth
and tungsten pan concentrate anomalies from streams
underlain by rocks similar to those which host the Pogo
deposit.

Almaden Resources Corp. and partner William s
Creek Exploration Ltd. conducted stream-sediment,
coarse-fraction sampling and prospecting programs on
the Sonora property. Five drainages were defined by
gold values up to 40 parts per billion gold, with a back-
ground of less than five parts per billion gold.

Camnor Resources Ltd. and Oromin Exploration
Ltd. conducted soil sampling, mapping, and prospecting

Northern
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on the 6-square-mile South Salcha project 25 miles
northwest of the Pogo property. The work program con-
sisted of 27 line-miles of soil sampling, geologic
mapping, and rock sampling. Three linear, east-west-
trending anomalies defined by greater than 20 parts per
billion gold soil anomalies occur at or near contacts
between intrusive and gneissic rocks. The anomalies are
650 feet wide and vary from 2,600 to 4,600 feet long,
with soil samples assays up to 140 parts per billion gold.

Valerie Gold Resources Ltd. entered into two option
agreements to acquire an interest in the Octo property
northwest of Pogo. Geologic mapping and geochemical
surveys were completed, after which Valerie dropped
its option.

Troymin Resources Ltd. collected over 400 stream-
sediment and coarse-mineral-fraction samples from
several creeks on five claim blocks southeast of Pogo.
Gold values up to 500 parts per billion, associated with
anomalous bismuth, arsenic, molybdenum, and copper,
were found at several areas.

NovaGold Resources Inc. identified three half-mile-
scale drill targets on its 48-square-mile Caribou Creek
project, located 25 miles northwest of the Pogo property,
Each area contains highly anomalous gold, arsenic, anti-
mony, and bismuth in surface rock chip and soil
geochemical samples. Follow-up sampling on the No
Grub Zone identified anomalous gold in soil values up
to 0.03 ounces per ton of gold and rock chip samples
with up to 0.11 ounces per ton of gold. Rock chip sam-
pling in the newly identified Headwaters Zone returned
values of up to 0.06 ounces per ton of gold. The north-
easi uc.iding Caribou Zone had values in rock chip
samples up to 0.07 ounces perton of gold. A detailed
aeromagnetic and radiometric geophysical survey was
flown over the Caribou Creek Project area during the
month of August and results are currently being pro-
cessed. The 1999 Caribou project exploration program
was funded by Kennecott Exploration Co. as partof a
joint-venturc agreement with NovaGold, but Kennecott
elected to discontinue funding after the 1999 season.

Ventures Resource Corp. and equity partner Teck
Corp. completed 8,000 feet of diamond drilling in ten
holes on the Carrie Creek portion of the Veta property in
the Goodpaster district. The best drill intercept was 23
feet0f0.03 ounces per ton of gold. The final two 1999
drill holes were relocated 2 miles south to test the newly
discovered Serpentine zone. Drill core from the Serpen-
tine zone contained altered, fractured, and veined rock.
Extensive soil sampling augmented the drilling program
at the Carrie Creek prospect. Results from the North
Veta Area program (comprising the north-central seg-
ment of the Vela property) defined clusters of
stream-sediment gold anomalies, with values ranging
from 30 to greater than 1,000 parts per billion gold, and
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highest panned concentrate values in the ounces per ton
range. Sumitomo had a major program including drilling
at the nearby Black Mountain prospect.

Ventures also signed an exploration option agreement
with Kennecott Exploration Co. on Ventures' 950-square-
mile Champion property in the Fortymile mining district.
Kennecott will focus its efforts on exploration for intru-
sive-related gold deposits. The agreement provided
Kennecott the exclusive option to secure ajoint venture
with Ventures prior to October 31,1999,

International Bravo Resource Corp. made ajoint-
venture agreement with Zeus Exploration, an affiliate of
North Star Exploration Inc., for the Divide, West Pogo,
and Central gold prospects near Tcck's Pogo property
and Venture Resources' Veta property. Rock samples
from a quartz vein and stockwork zone measuring 950
feet by 2,300 feet at the Divide property assayed up to
0.17 ounces per ton gold, 1.1 percent copper and 3,860
parts per million bismuth. The West Pogo property has a
wolframite-bismuthinite-scheelitc vein prospect hosted
by igneous rock and values up to 995 parts per billion
gold and 2,190 parts per million bismuth have been
reported from samples collected there. Three other tung-
sten- and bismuth-bearing quartz veins occur near the
schist-pluton contact on the West Pogo property.

International Bravo also signed a letter of intent to
acquire 51 percent interest in three other North Star
Exploration properties known as the Highway Village
Black properties and Bravo acquired an option from
Hunter Exploration Group in ten property blocks in the
Pogo and Fairbanks areas. Fairfield Minerals Ltd. con-
ducted a field program of geochemical sampling and
prospecting on the Rock Creek and Shawnee properties
northeast of Pogo. Stream-sediment and soil samples
indicated weak but anomalous gold values ranging from
10 to 40 parts per billion at several areas. Other compa-
nies conducting initial exploration programs in the
Goodpaster mining district include Blue Desert Mining
on the Mojave property, Snowfield Resources Ltd. on
the Boulder Creek property, Camflo Resources Ltd. on
the Gobi property, Newmont Alaska Ltd. on the prop-
erty north of Pogo, and Achieva Development Corp. on
its Shaw Creek property.

Golden Phoenix Alaskajoined the flurry of claim
staking in the emerging Uncle Sam area of the
Richardson district southwest o f the Pogo deposit. Other
companies in the new staking fray were WGM Inc./
Sumitomo, On-Line Exploration, and Anglo Alaska Gold.

Newmont Alaska Ltd. optioned the Gold Dust prop-
erty in the Circle mining district from Great Quest
Metals Ltd. Previous drilling on the property intercepted
one zone containing 0.027 ounces per ton of gold overa
width of 180 feet. Newmaont controls approximately
60 square miles of properties in the district.



Information Circular 46

Tri-Valley Corp. reached final agreement with Placer
Dome Exploration Inc. on the 36-square-mile Buck and
Buckeye portions of Tri-Valley's 51-square-mile
Richardson project in the Richardson mining district.
Placer Dome conducted a geologic mapping and
geochemical survey using a broad-hase soil auger
sample grid. Several coincident gold, bismuth, tellu-
rium, and tungsten anomalies were identified and three
diamond drill holes were drilled in the area of one of the
anomalies. Placer Dome notified Tri-Valley that it would
proceed with the second year of exploration in 2000.
Tri-Valley continued exploration on the retained J4.5-
square-mile portion of the claim block thatincludes the
Democrat Dike lode prospect and on a promising high-
grade placer prospect. Previous bulk sampling at the
Democrat prospect yielded over 3,000 rough ounces of
lode gold from 30,000 tons of partially crushed ore.
Three Russian geologists from TSNIGRI continued
evaluation of this mineralized dike system and identified
a new gold-bearing zone. Ten square miles of 160-acre
prospecting sites were staked to cover the trend. In the
same area, Kennecott Exploration optioned ground from
Golden Phoenix Minerals Inc. and conducted district-
wide exploration.

Grayd Resource Corp. identified a significant gold-
bearing zone on the Rumble Creek property west of
Tok. Sampling of the White Gold trend outlined gold-
bearing silicification zones up to 55 feet wide along the
5-mile trend. Gold values up to 1.79 ounces per ton,
along with anomalous arsenic and antimony values, are
associated with northeast-trending silicified structures
with quartz-sericite and carbonate alteration envelopes.
Grayd also worked on the Dan-IC gold property in the
Delta district. Grayd signed agreements late in the year
to acquire 100 percent control of the Delta and Rumble
Creek properties.

Grayd optioned its Dry Creek prospect in the
Bonnifield district south of Delta to Atna Resources Ltd.
Atna funded a 14-hole, 10,260-fool diamond drill pro-
gram. Twelve drill holes tested the DC North base
metal, massive-sulfide mineralized horizon overa
13,500-foot strike length and two holes tested a large
alteration zone underlying the DC North horizon. No
exploration was carried out in the W TF area or on the
Anderson Mountain property. Drilling results are high-
lighted by discovery of a possible new zone 2,500 feet
to the west of the Fosters zone along the DC North hori-
zon. DCY9-65 intersected 5.5 feet of massive sulfide
averaging 7.9 percent zinc, 4.0 percent lead, 3.74 ounces
per ton silver, and 0.014 ounces Der ton of gold. DC99-
63, drilled in the Fosters zone d .vn-dip of DC98-60,
averaged 4.3 percent zinc, 2.0 percent lead, 2.07 ounces
per ton silver and 0.014 ounces per ton of gold over 160
feet. DC99-64 intersected 10.5 feet grading 5.3 percent

zinc, 1.8 percent lead, and 0.82 ounces per ton silver
within a pyritic host rock with a true width of 100 feet.
DC99-66 in the Discovery zone, intersected 56 feet of
2.07 percent zinc, 0.77 percent lead, and 0.13 ounces
per ton silver. Drilling results did not meet Atna's objec-
tive of defining a large deposit and Atna terminated its
option with Grayd.

The 1999 exploration program at the Cirque prop-
erty in the Bonnifield district by Camnor Resources
Ltd. and Oromin Exploration Ltd. consisted of geologi-
cal mapping and reconnaissance diamond drilling. Four
drill holes were completed on the Discovery zone and
two holes were drilled on the Dol zone, for a total of
1,020 feet. The best volcanogenic-massive-sulfide min-
eralization intercepts were from hole 99-1 drilled on the
Discovery zone, with 18 feet at 64 feet depth grading
0.08 ounces perton of gold, 2.17 ounces per ton silver,
and 11.55 percent combined zinc-lead-copper, and a
second lens with a 6.6-foot width at 93.8 feet depth
grading 0.027 ounces per ton of gold, 1.39 ounces per
ton silver, and 11.49 percent combined zinc-lead-
copper. The Discovery zone is interpreted to be a west-
striking, moderately north-dipping zone plunging
shallowly to the east. The Discovery zone has been
traced for 2,300 feet along strike to the west and re-
mains open along strike and down dip to the north.
Mineralization at the Dol zone is interpreted to repre-
sent mineralization distal to a vent source localized in
dolomite,

Cambior Exploration worked in the Livengood area.
Cusac Gold Mines Ltd. signed an agreement to acquire
an 80 percent working interest in the Moran Dome
project, a 200-claim block covering 8,000 acres in the
Melozitna mining district, located about 110 miles
northwest of Fairbanks. The area contains historic placer
mining areas, and stream-sediment sampling of local
creeks outlines five anomalous regions, with samples in
excess of 10,000 parts per billion gold.

Pacific Bay Minerals Ltd. acquired the TRIB prop-
erty in the Ladue River area near the Canadian border.
Limited lode exploration has identified anomalous gold
values in quartzite and quartz breccias. Nearby, Achieva
Development Corp. optioned a 50 percent interest in the
Ladue claims to Lumincx Ventures Inc. late in the year.

The State's Division of Geological & Geophysical
Surveys awarded an airborne geophysical contract to
Dighem for about 950 square miles of the Salcha and
Goodpaster mining districts. For the first time, the
DGGS survey will include radiometric data, which have
proven useful for delineating rock types and alteration.
Survey results will be released in early February 2000.
DGGS conducted geological mapping and geochemical
sampling in the area around Chicken as part of ground-
trulhing airborne geophysical surveys released earlier in



the year. This work is part o f? planned three-year study
ofthe Fortymile mining district.

Southcentral Region

Atna Resources Ltd. concluded a deal inearly 1999
to earn 100 percent interest in the Caribou Dome Prop-
erty. The Caribou Dome Property (previously known as
the Denali Copper or Pass Creek prospect) is located in
south-central Alaska, approximately 160 miles northeast
of the city of Anchorage. The project site is several
miles east of the former Valdez Creek acer mine.

The Caribou Dome Property consists of 20 federal
unpatented lode mining claims, ten millsite claim:- and
20 State of Alaska mining claims totalling approxi-
mately 1,258 acres. Previous work delineated 550,400
tons of mineralized material with an average grade of
5.84 percent copper within three of the nine known sul-
fide lenses. Atna conducted geochemical, geological,
and geophysical surveys followed by a three-hole 2,442-
foot diamond drill program to expand the potential size
of the deposit. Geophysical surveys included induced
polarization (IP), mise-a-la-masse, and ground magnet-
ics. The IP survey defined two significant anomalies
beyond previously known mineralization; a strong 700-
foot-long chargeability high trending westward from the
No. 2 Zone, and a second 600-foot-long anomaly south
of and parallel to the eastern mineralized trend. Hand
trenching extended the main mineralized trend 500 feet
farther to the east. Chip samples from the new trench
exposures assayed up to 6.7 percent copper over 2 feet.

Highlights of the 1999 core drilling program in-
cluded 5 feet of 5.9 percent copper from 1,059 to 1,064
feet (CD99-101) and 5 feet of 6.3 percent copper from
309 to 310 feet (CD99-102). Both drill intercepts were
hosted in finely bedded pyrite and chalcopyrite within a
calcareous argillite sequence. Results from the 1999
surface exploration and diamond drill program indicate
good potential exists for expanding the areas of known
mineralization of this prospective but complex property.

Usibelli Coal Mine Inc. was granted exploration
permits for the Wishbone Hill property. The most coal
that Usibelli can haul out of the area under the two-year
exploration permit is 250 tons. Exploration trenches can
be up to 30 feet wide and 250 feet long. Usibelli plans to
drill 50 core holes.

Shear Minerals Ltd. entered into a letter of intent
with Shulin Lake Mining Inc. that allows Shear the right
to earn a 50 percent interest. The property contains a
large 2-3 mile diameter circular positive magnetic
anomaly that is interpreted to be a high-level intrusive.
Historic to recent placer gold is known in the region.
Recent work by the property vendors indicates the pres-
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ence of gold and diamond indicator minerals in the
drainage surrounding the anomaly. Shear will investi-
gate the property for kimberlitic/lam proitic intrusions,
and base and precious metal potential.

Nevada Star Resource Corp. recently acquired ap-
proximately 8,000 acres of mining claims in the Nikolai
nickel-platinum-copper belt in the southern Alaska
Range. M.A.N. Resources Inc. will conduct the explora-
tion for platinum-group-element mineralization under a
lease agreement with Nevada Star. The Eureka Creek
Project area is approximately 100 cniles south-southeast
of Fairbanks, and 156 miles northeast of Anchorage.
Previous work identified platinum-group-element en-
riched sulfide concentrations in net textures at the base
of the Tangle Lake and Landmark Gap uiiramafic com-
plex rocks ana as disseminated nickel-copper sulfide
mineralization in exposures along Broxson Gulch,
Rainy Creek, Eureka Creek, and northern portions of the
claim block. Meridian Geoscience Ltd. conducted a
helicopter-borne magnctic-EM (electromagnetic) survey
over the Tangle Lake trend consisting of approximately
960 line-miles of survey coverage and the South Flank
trend consisting of 780 line-miles of coverage. Geologi-
cal mapping included regional and detailed mapping to
ascertain the distribution, orientation, and structural
setting cf important host lithologies. Identified targets
are planned to be tested by ground geophysical surveys.

Fort Knox Gold Resources Inc. entered into an
agreement with Inco Ltd. and American Copper &
Nickel Co. Inc. to increase its ownership from 20 to 100
percent in the Nikolai platinum-palladium-nickel prop-
erty. Mineralization occurs in layered ultramafic-mafic
intrusions and is primarily hosted by gabbro/norite,
clinopyroxenite, and serpentinized dunite/wehrlite units.
Mineralization varies from weakly disseminated to net-
textured sulfides in uiiramafic rocks and disseminated to
massive sulfides in gabbronorite. The predominant sul-
fide phases are pyrrhotite, pentlandite and chalcopyrite.
Platinum and palladium values are elevated in weakly
mineralized intrusive rocks and reach as high as 0.45
ounces per ton platinum and 0.08 ounces per ton palla-
dium in grab samples of massive sulfides. Core drilling
near the Cantwell prospect intersected 17 feet of 3-5
percent sulfides with assay values of 0.020 ounces per
ton platinum, 0.026 ounces per ton palladium, 0.8 per-
cent nickel, and 0.5 percent copper.

Fort Knox Gold also exercised an option to acquire
100 percent interest in the Gunsitc property, approxi-
mately 90 mile north of Anchorage in the Talkeetna
Mountains. Potential copper-gold porphyry mineraliza-
tion will be tested by an IP geophysical survey in the
Prescott Point area.
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Southwestern Region

Placer Dome Exploration Inc. cut back its explora-
tion staff and continued evaluation of its
11.5-million-ounce gold resource at Donlin Creek near
Flat with one core-drilling rig. Placer Dome confirmed
the grade of the deposit. Placer Dome also conducted a
small exploration program on Calista's Stuyahok pros-
pect. Unfortunately, Placer Dome closed its Anchorage
office during 1999, but continued exploring in south-
western Alaska and the Richardson district in the eastern
interior region. A pre-feasibility study at Donlin Creek
was postponed due to dismal gold prices.

Two companies new to Alaska also optioned land in
the area. Fjordland Resources Ltd. optioned the Kisa
prospect from Cominco Inc. The Kisa prospect is be-
lieved to be similar to NovaGold Resources’
L-million-ounce Shotgun gold deposit. Poseidon Miner-
als Ltd. acquired lease rights to earn a 100 percent
interest in the Ganes Creek and Colorado Creek proper-
ties, formerly under option to Placer Dome. Ganes

Creek occupies a large regional northeast-trending struc-

ture and the best placer gold on the property appears to
occur at the intersections of related west-northwest and
west-southwest structures. Over 260,000 ounces of
placer gold has been produced from the Ganes Creek
drainage, with much of the gold coarse, angular, and
associated with quartz gangue. The Colorado Creek area
has produced over 50,000 ounces of placer gold and the
creek occupies a large, linear, north-northwest drainage
interpreted as a deep-rooted regional structure. Poseidon
conducted a mobile metal ion soil geochemical survey
on both properties.

Southeastern Region
Kennecott Exploration continued exploration in and

around the Greens Creek Mine. Abacus Minerals contin-

ued to assess the Niblack Mine near Ketchikan, and
received a $2.5 million long-term, non-convertible, low-
interest loan from the Economic and Development
Assistance Fund in Ketchikan, Alaska. The funds are
planned for further exploration and development at
Niblack. A large group of claims was staked in the
Wrangell Narrows area near Petershurg following an
airborne geophysical survey sponsored by the State of
Alaska, the federal government, several local communi-
ties, and Sealaska Corp.

Rubicon Minerals succeeded in outlining massive-
sulfide mineralization with a ten-hole, 6,153-foot
diamond core drilling and mapping program at its
Palmer prospect near Haines. A new massive sulfide
showing named the RW zone is 600 feet from the Lower
Jarvis zone and 1,600 feet from the Upper Main zone
along the same stratigraphic horizon. The RW zone was

extended by drilling to 680 feet up dip on sections 170
feet apart, with mineralization open in all directions.
Drill results include 8.3 feet grading 5.85 percent zinc.
1.89 percent copper and 1ounce per ton silver. Two
holes drilled to test the MHC prospect did not intersect
significant mineralization. The Cap showing was not
tested in the 1999 program, but remains a target for fu-
ture drilling. Another new high-grade surface
mineralized zone was discovered 150 feet above and in
the stratigraphic hanging wall to the Main zone mineral-
ization. Two grab samples assayed up to 18.75 percent
zinc, 0.28 percent copper, and 0.56 ounces per ton sil-
ver.

Santoy Resources Ltd. signed an agreement with
Stealth Ventures Ltd. to acquire 100 percent interest in
the Salt Chuck copper, palladium, gold, and silver de-
posit located on Prince of Wales Island. First-year work
commitments were minimal under the deal. Santoy com-
piled previous work data to better define a future

exploration program.

DEVELOPMENT

Development expenditures in 1999 were about $26
million, mainly at Cominco’s Red Dog Mine, at Kinross
Gold's Fort Knox Mine, at Coeur Alaska's Kensington
Mine and at Kennccott/Hecla's Greens Creek Mine.
This drop from the $55.4 million reported for 1998
mainly reflects the fact that the Production Rate Increase
Project at the Red Dog mine was almost complete by the
end of 1998, and by 1999 the mine was performing at
the expected rate.

Development at Red Dog mine near Kotzebue was
mainly at the port site, with drainage projects and modi-
fication of the conveyor system, as well as modification
of the flotation system at the mine site. 52 miles inland.
There is a possibility that the port will be modified in
the future to allow direct loading of ships rather than the
present system of lightering concentrates with barges to
ships anchored offshore.

At Fort Knox gold mine near Fairbanks, pit dewater-
ing and random waste disposal accounted for most of
the development reported, but about 8,000 feet of in-pit
development drilling confirmed additional reserves.

At Greens Creek Mine west of Juneau, Kennecott
drove about 5,000 feet of development drifts to access
the new ore reserves, and at Coeur's Kensington Mine
north of Juneau mining optimization studies continued
throughout the year.

Kvaerner Environmental continued its closure of the
A-J Mine in downtown Juneau.
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PRODUCTION

At the time of writing (mid-January) only prelimi-
nary estimates of the statewide mineral production are
available. Estimated mineral production is given in table
3. As in the past few years, zinc is by far the most valu-
able commodity produced in the state, accounting for 68
percent o f the value of all metals, followed by gold (16
percent), silver (10 percent), and lead (6 percent).

Estimated metal production was 638,267 tons of zinc
($625 million), 122,892 tons of lead ($56 million),
500,000 ouncesofgold ($140 million), 16.5 million
ounces of silver ($86 million), and about 2,100 tons of
copper (§3 million). Other material produced included
1.56 million tons of coal, an estimated 1.8 million tons
ofrock, and about 10 million tons of sand and gravel.

Cominco's Red Dog Mine produced 575,115 tons of
zinc, 99,705 tons of lead, and an estimated 6 million
ounces of silver in 1999, accounting for almost 70 per-
centofall metal produced in Alaska, and when
exploration and development are included, the Red Dog
Mine area accounts for a full 59 percent of the total
value of Alaska's mineral industry.

Kennecott's Greens Creek Mine produced an esti-
mated 63,000 tons of zinc, 23,000 tons of lead, 81,000

Table 3. Estimated mineral production in Alaska, 1997-99u
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ounces of gold and 10.2 million ounces of silver from
about 570,000 tons of ore milled.

Kinross Gold's Fort Knox Mine produced 352,000
ounces of gold. A 1999 report commissioned by the
Fairbanks North Star Borough showed that Fort Knox
Mine creates 260 direct, and 312 indirectjobs in
Fairbanks; it spends over $35 million annually on local
goods and services; it has an annual $107 million impact
on the local economy; and it pays the borough $4.4

yearly in revenue.
Usibelli Coal Mine near Healy produced 1.56 mil-

lion tons of coal in 1999, about half of which was
exported to KEPCO in Korea through the port of
Seward.

Unfortunately the underground Nixon Fork Mine
near McGrath was forced to go into care and mainte-
nance in May, but produced about 9,900 ounces of gold
and almost 700 tons of copper in 1999 before closing.
Likewise the Illinois Creek open-pit mine near Galena
was on care and maintenance for the year, but produced
about 6,600 ounces of gold and 62,000 ounces of silver
as the existing heaps were rinsed.

Production from all of the placer mines in the state
has not yet been fully accounted for, but appears to be in
excess 0f50,000 fine ounces.

Quantity Estimated values'l
Metals 1997 1998 1999 1997 1998 1999
Cold (ounces) 590,516 594,191 504,200  $207,287,000  $174,621,000  $140,500,000
Silver (ounces) 14,401,165 14,856,000 16,459,000 70.710,000 82.154,000 85,588.000
Copper (tons) 1,720 1,900 2,100 3,543,000 2,850,000 3,234,000
Lead (tons) 88,560 102,887 122,892 49,593,000 49,386,000 56.530,000
Zinc (tons) 419,097 549,348 638,267 494,888,000 505,400.000 625,502,000
Subtotal $826,021,000  $814,411,000  $911,354,000
Industrial minerals
Jade and soapstone (tons) 2.0 2.0 20§ 25000 § 25000 § 25,000
Sand and grave! (million tons) 138 12.40 10.0 51,913,000 57,280,000 46,193,000
Rock (million tons) 3.2 1.64 18 20,000,000 14,041,000 15,410,000
Subtotal $ 71,938,000  $71346,000 $ 61,628,000
Energy minerals
Coal (tons) 1,446,000 1,339,000 1,560,000  § 38,048,000 $ 35233,000 $§ 41,048,000
Peat (cubic yards) 38,500 38,000 38,000 192,000 190,000 190,000
Subtotal $ 38,240,000 § 35,423,000 41,238,000
TOTAL $936,199,000  $920,180,000 $1,014,220,000

“Production data from DGGS questionnaires, phone interviews with mine and quarry operators. Alaska Department of Transportation and

Public Facilities, and federal land management agencies.

bValucs for selected metal production based on average prices for each year; for 1999— gold (S278.70/ounce) unless other value provided by
operator; silver (§5.20/ounce); copper (50.71/Ib); zinc (S0.23/Ib); lead (S0.49/Ib). All other values provided by mine operators. Value rounded |

to nearest 51,000,
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DRILLING

Tables 4 and 5 summarize the drilling activity in the  reporting activity at this time. Drilling totals continue
state .durlng. 1999 by region and type of drilling. Drilling  the decline begun in 1998 due to slumping metal prices
data is preliminary, with many placer operations not and difficulty in raising venture capital.

Table 4. Drilling footage reported in Alaska, 1952-99

Placer Placer TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL Hardrock Hardrock TOTAL
Year Exploration  Thawing PLACER COAL IIARDROCK Core3 Rotary3 FEET
1982 30.000 94,000 124,000 80,000 200,000 - 404,000
1983 23,000 30,000 53,000 12,000 180,500 X 245500
1984 31,000 98,000 129,000 25,700 176,000 - 330,700
1985 46,000 34,000 80,000 8,700 131,700 .- 220,400
1986 32,400 227,000 259,400 28,800 50,200 338,400
1987 50,250 130,000 180,250 19,900 115,100 95,600 19,500 315,250
1988 152,000 300,000 452,000 26,150 353,860 223,630 130,230 832,010
1989 97,250 210,000 307,250 38,670 332,230 242 440 89,790 678,150
1990 78,930 105,000 183,930 18,195 760,955 648,600 112,355 963,080
1991 51247 130,000 181,247 16,894 316,655 205,805 110,850 514,796
1992 6,740 65.000 71,740 12,875 359,834 211,812 148,022 444 449
1993 25,216 25,216 252,315 124,325 127,990 277,531
1994 21,000 21,000 8,168 438,710 347,018 91,692 467,878
1995 21,570 21,570 415,485 363,690 51,795 443,055
1996 61,780 61,780 8,500 658,857 524,330 134527 729,137
1997 38,980 38,980 13,998 704510 523,676 180,834 757,488
1998 33,250 33,250 2,300 549,618 505,408h 45,670 585,628
1999° 6,600 6,600 454 154 368,136 86,018 460,754

“Core and rotary drilling not differentiated prior to 1987.
108,022 feel of core drilling was underground.
‘Preliminary footage reported.

--= Not reported.
Note: Blastliole drilling not reported. Approximately 2.500.000 feet in 1998.
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Table 5. Drillingfootage by region in Alaska, 1999

o Eastern
Type of drilling Northern Western interior
Placer subtotal 6,600
Coal subtotal --
Hardrock core 95,100 2,100 112.406
Hardrock rotary - 31,054 49,964
Hardrock subtotal 95,100 33,154 162,370
TOTAL (feet) 95,100 33,154 168,970

--= Not reported.

108,022 feetofcore drilling was underground.

Note: Blastholc drilling not reported.

No drilling footage reported for Alaska Peninsula in 1999.

GOVERNMENT ACTIONS

In 1999 the State Division of Geologic & Geophysi-
cal Surveys (DGGS) contracted for an airborne
geophysical survey of about 1,000 square miles north-
west o f the Pogo deposit, and included radiometrics
with the standard electromagnetic and magnetic compo-
nents. The results ate expected early this year. Another
magnetic/electromagnetic survey of parts of Prince of
Wales Island in southeastern Alaska was completed in
1999 with funding from the U.S. Bureau of Land Man-
agement, the Ketchikan Gateway Borough, the Cities of
Coffman Cove and Helm Bay and the Alaska State
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South- South- South-
central western gastern TOTAL
o 6,600
2,442 29,201 126,887 368,136a
5,000 -- -- 86,018
29,201 454 154
7442 29,201 126,887 460,754

Mental Health Land Office, with additional survey data
from previous years provided by the Sealaska Native
Corp.

A team of geologists from DGGS began investiga-
tions in the Fortymile area, which had been the subject
ofa 1998 airborne survey. A preliminary geologic map
of the Eagle A-2 Quadrangle will be released later this
year. Field mapping will continue in 2000.

The State Division of Mining, Land & Water Man-
agement, working with the U.S. Geological Survey,
continued its studies of the natural water quality for
baseline studies in the Fortymile and Goodpaster River
drainages east o f Fairbanks.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE: April 23, 1999
TO: House Resources Committee Members
FROM: Lorali Meier

House Resources Committee Aide

RE: Additional Testimony on Board of Fisheries Confirmations

Please include the attached letters from the United Cook Inlet Drift Association in your packets regarding Board
of Fisheries confirmations.

Attachments.
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UNITED COOK INLET DRIFT ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 389 « Kenai, Alaska 99611 - 0389
(907) 283-3600 ¢ fax (907) 283-3306 e-mail: ucida@kenai.net

April 20, 1999

Representative Scott Ogan, Co-Chair
Representative Jerry Sanders, Co-Chair
Representative Beverly Masek, Vice-Chair
House Resources Committee

State Capitol, Room 128

Juneau, AK 99801 -1182

Subject: Board of Fisheries Continuation

Dear Representative members,

United Cook Inlet Drift Association (UCIDA) represents the 585 salmon drift pennit
holders in Upper Cook Inlet. Some 350-permit holders are current members of our
association. UCIDA is also active at the state and federal levels as a member of the
Executive Committee of United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA).

During the past three years our organization has written to the Legislature, sent POM's,
and lobbied individual members with our concerns, criticisms, and requests about both
the operation and conduct of the Board of Fisheries. Today, more than before, Alaska's
commercial fisheries are in trouble. Specifically, our long-standing historical,
economically viable Cook Inlet drift fishery is in serious trouble. Not because the salmon
runs have failed, not because the markets have failed, and certainly not because we have
failed to reinvest in our own economic future by doing all that was possible to cooperate
with and promote the best biological management possible. We are in trouble because of
the political-economic, social engineering decisions made by members of our present

Board of Fisheries.

The three appointees seeking confirmation have demonstrated by past actions that they
are more than willing to carry out the administration's agenda as to "how" and "who™ will
profit from the ongoing harvest of Alaska's renewable resources. Unfortunately, the
Governor's "vision" for the future is altogether too single minded. In fact, his agenda can
also be summed up in one word - tourism. There are thousands of "we Alaskans™ who
would prefer to continue the multiple use resource economy we have enjoyed in the past,
and we are prepared to continue to argue our ideas before the Board of Fisheries and the

Alaska State Legislature.

%
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However, we believe and have previously stated, that the makeup of the Board is unfair
and, effectively, has given the Governor more power than was intended. In fact, enough
power to carry out his personal will as to the "how" and "who" of a subject so critical to
so many people throughout our State. It only takes a majority of four appointees to get
the job done for Governor Knowles.

Today, it is your turn to put forth your ideas concerning the economic use of our fishery
resource. If you believe that commercial fishing should continue to be an important part
of an Alaskan diversified economy, then you must seriously participate in the selection of
individuals who will make those decisions for all Alaskans and Alaska's future.

One appointee has proven to be up to the task. Though Mr. Coffey has more than once
voted for proposals, which have negatively impacted our fishery, in all good conscience,
we cannot doubt his professionalism, concern, and commitment to do his very best as a
member of the Board. The Governor, the sport fishery, and the tourism industry have
enjoyed excellent representation through the persona of Dan Coffey. He alone has proven
capable of mustering enough support within the Board to make sweeping changes to our

fisheries' future.

In addition to Mr. Coffey, we ask you to select, through your power of confirmation, at
least two bono-fide professional commercial fishermen with a long-standing history and
understanding of the importance and value of our commercial fishing industry. This
representation Qi1 the Board is lacking and, in fact, absent from the process.

We ask you to ensure this representation, not for selfish reasons and, not to ram-rod our
position, but rather to allow the thousands of us to go home to our families and once
again be able to say that we received fair treatment and our views were adequately

represented and argued during the process.

As we have said, the Governor has had his way and the commercial fisheries have
suffered the results of his agenda. Now it is your time to remind this administration that
there are more opinions than his own about how Alaska will benefit from our renewable

resources.

Steve Tvenstrup, Id Vice President
Bob Merchant, Member, Board of Directors
United Cook Inlet Drift Association

ST/ch
cC: House Resources Committee
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UNITED COOK INLET DRIFT ASSOCIATION

P.0. Box 389 « Kenai, Alaska 99611 - 0389
(907) 283*3600 « fax (907) 283-3306 e-mail: ucida@kenai.net

April 23, 1999

Representative Scott Ogan, Co-Chair
Representative Jerry Sanders. Co-Chair
Representative Beverly Masek, Vice-Chair
House Resources Committee

State Capitol, Room 128

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Subject: Board of Fisheries Confirmation

Dear Representative members,

In a follow-up to our letter dated April 20, 1999, we would like to clarify the United
Cook Inlet Drift Association’s position. We recommend that the Legislature withhold
the reconfirmation of Dan Coffey, Grant Miller & Virgil Umphenour to the Board of

Fisheries.

UCIDA appreciates the hard working committment required to serve on the Board of
Fisheries and appreciates the willingness of all three appointees to serve another
term. It has  beenour position, however, that the current Board is geographically and
cxperienciallyunbalanced and does not serve the best interests of the state's largest

employer, commercial fishing.

These three appointees have already sat on two regular cycle Cook Inlet meetings and
three Board approved special meetings. If reconfirmed, they would sit on at least one
more regular Cooklnlet meetingand be a part of a full decade of .policy making for
Cook Inlet. There has alwaysbeen the tacit understanding that a Board member

should serve no more than two terms,

The last three years of Board meetings on Cook Inlet issues have been very
frustrating, time consuming, and expensive for commercial fishing in Cook Inlet. It
is extremely important to the health and survival of commercial fishing in Cook Inlet
to return balance to the Alaska Board of Fisheries. We respectfully request you use

this opportunity to do so.

Respectfully Yours,

Steve Tvenstrup
President UCIDA Vice President UCIDA
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Southeast Alaska Seiners

April 21.1999

Representative Scott Ogan

Co-Chair, House Resource Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Ogan and members of the Resources Committee,

I am writing on behalf of Southeast Alaska Seiners, a membership organization
which represents commercial fishermen, to urge you to support the confirmation of
Grant Miller to the Board of Fisheries. In addition, we believe that it is time to include of
on the Board of Fisheries additional members who have knowledge of the commercial

fisheries.

The Board of Fisheries is charged with stewardship of our fishery resources in
compliance with the sustained yield principle of the Alaska Constitution. In order to
accomplish this important function, the law calls for appointment to the Board of
individuals with knowledge and ability in the regulation of the fisheries. Thus, in order
to perform its function, the Board of Fisheries must have members who are conversant

with the fisheries under its authority.

Most of the harvest of Alaska's fishery resources takes place in commercial
fisheries. Most of this harvest occurs in marine waters with much of it comprised of
species, such as shrimp, crab, and groundfish, that spend no part of their life cycle in
the fresh water. As such, it is critical that the Board of Fisheries include individuals
who have not only a commitment to the effective management Of the commercial
marine fisheries but who also bring their personal knowledge of these fisheries to the

Board’s deliberations.

In Southeast Alaska, the commercial fishing industry provides 7500 full-time,
year- round jobs in a region with about 75.000 residents. Thus, effective regulation of
the commercial fisheries that conserves the resource and provides for efficient harvest

of surplus production is crucial to the continued economic health of the region. To
assure effective regulation, the Board should have members who have knowledge of

the marine commercial fisheries.

PO. Box 23081, Juneau, Alaska 99802 « (907) 463-5030 « Fax: (907) 463-5080



BOF confirmation

Subject: BOF confirmation
Date: Thu, 22 Apr 1999 11:03:12 -0800
From: Anne & John Herschleb <soundadv@gci.net>
To: Scott Ogan <Representative_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>,

Jerry Sanders <Representative_Jerry Sanders@]Iegis.state.ak.us>,
Beverly Masek Representative _Beverly Mased@Ilegis.state.ak.us>,
Ramona Barnes <Representative_Ramona_Barnes@legis.state.ak.us>,
John Harris <Representative_John_Harris@legis.state.ak.us>,
Mary Kapsner <Representative_Mary_Kapsner@Iegis.state.ak.us>,
Carl Morgan <Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us>,
Reggie Joule <"Representative_ Reggie_ Joule"@legis.state.ak.us>,
Bill Hudson <Representative_Bill_Hudson@Iegis.state.ak.us>,
Jim Whitaker <Representative_Jim_Whitaker@ legis.state.ak.us>,
Hal Smalley <Representative_Hal_Smalley@legis.state.ak.us>

I am writing with regards to the confirmation of Virgil Umphenour.
I am against reconfirming Mr. Umphenour to the Board of Fisheries. He
has not grown into the position the way many others have. His grasp of
the often complex issues is poor,and biased. His contribution to the
board has been ineffectual. It is time to give someone else a chance.
There are plenty of candidates who could do a better job.

Sincerely,

John Herschleb

4/22/99 11:46 AM
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SEAS supports Grant Miller tor reappointment to the Board of Fisheries
because he has served weli in his past term and because he is the only member of the
Board with experience in the commercial fisheries beyond near-shore, terminal area
salmon fisheries. In addition, SEAS believes that the Board of Fisheries would be well
served by appointment of other members who can supply expertise in the commercial
fisheries that are the life’s blood of our coastal communities.

Thank you for your attention to these comments. If | can provide anything

further, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

David Bedford
Executive Director



Introduced by: Scalzi, Brown,

Drathman
Date: 04/20/99
Action:
Vote:

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH
RESOLUTION 99-034 SUB

A RESOLUTION STRONGLY OPPOSING THE CONFIRMATION OF
CERTAIN MEMBERS TO THE ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES

WHEREAS, the Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly disagrees with certain stands taken by the
Alaska Board of Fisheries; and

WHEREAS, the board of fish has circumvented local advisory boards and addressed Cook Inlet
issues each and every year out of cycle; and

WHEREAS, the board of fish was .nsrrumental in dismantling the Upper Cook Inlet Management
Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Board of Fisheries members did not use their own guidelines regarding
local economies and historical users in their decision making process; and

WHEREAS, the board of fish dramatically changed the escapement goals for sockeye, utilizing a
sliding scale approach which may cause great damage to the Kenai River Habitat area;
and

WHEREAS, the regulations and decisions made by the board of fish have resulted in lost
opportunity and income to Cook Inlet commercial fishing families and associated
local support industries; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Kenai Peninsula Borough, Cook Inlet commercial fishing
families and businesses to deny confirmation of all current members of the Alaska
Board of Fisheries;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI
PENINSULA BOROUGH:

SECTION 1. That the Kenai Peninsula Borough supports the wishes of the Cook Inlet commercial

Kenai Peninsula Uorouch. Alaska Resolution 99-034
Page | of 2



fishing families and businesses and strongly opposes the confirmation of Dan K.
Coffey, Virgil L. Umphenour and Grant Miller to the Alaska Board of Fisheries.

SECTION 2. The Kenai Peninsula Borough takes the position that two commercial fisherman
should be appointed to the Alaska Board of Fisheries who have knowledge in large
fisheries such as Cook Inlet, and that one of the appointees be a Cook Inlet
commercial fisherman.

SECTION 3. That copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to Governor Knowles, the Alaska
Board of Fisheries, other appropriate agencies and to each of the state legislators
representing the Kenai Peninsula.

SECTION 4. That this resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH THIS 20TH
DAY OF APRIL 1999.

Ronald Wm. Drathman, Assembly President

ATTEST:

Linda S. Murphy, Borough Clerk

Resolution 99-034 Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska
Page 2 0 f2



P.O. Box 1649

APR 21 1990 Cordova, Alaska 99574-1649

907-424-3115 Fax: 907-424-3116

PRODUCERS E-mail: crspa@copperivcr.com Web: littp.7Avww.coppcrivcr.com
Senators and Representatives April 17, 1999

Alaska State Legislature
State Capital (MS3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senators and Representatives

The Copper River Salmon Producers represent the majority of commercial salmon harvesters in
Prince William Sound and the Copper River Flats.

Please add our voices of strong opposition to the re-appointment of Virgil Umphenour to the Board
of Fish. Appointees to this board must be open and unbiased, have a commitment to proper process
and a passion for the preservation and fair allocation of the states fisheries resources. They must
balance history, tradition, economic dependence, statutory requirements, the needs of fishing
families, cannery workers, and coastal communities when making regulatory decisions.

Our experiences with, and observations of Mr. Umphenour have shown that he brings none of these
traits to his board seat.

With a value to the state of over $1 billion, the Commercial Fishing Industry expects appointees to
the board who understand the delicate balance between all user groups; subsistence, commercial and
sport. We feel that the state would be better served by a different appointee. The Governor can do
a better job in this appointment, and we respectfully request that you remind him of his
responsibilities by not confirming Mr. Umphenour.

Respectfully,

Bill Webber
President

cc. Governor Tony Knowles

untidasV s <CNAA ks Lsa iFREAUNE A kUaorill st _RMAN A

Independent Fisherman Speaking with a United Voice
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ALASKA CRAB COALITION ty ~ X . *0)ecr
3901 Lttry Way N.W. Sit 6
Seattle, Washington 93107
206 547 7560
206 547 0130 Fax
Email: acc-crabatoagun.com

March 31,1999 CORRECTION

The Honorable Tcny Knowles,
Governor,

State of Alr'™*ka

P.O. Box 110001

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001

RE: APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF FISHERIES
Dear Governor Knowles:

On behalfof the Board of Directors of the Alaska Crab Coalition (ACC), I wish to
recommend the reappointments of Dan Coffey, Grant Miller and Virgil Umpheaoour to
the Board of Fisheries.

The ACC has been involved with the both the Board of Fisheries and North Pacific
Fisheries Management Council processes for over twelve years.

All thrje of the Board Members identified above have gained extensive background on
Alaskan fisheries, not only salmon and herring, but groundfish and crab. The knowledge
they have acquired on Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands crab fisheries and the bifurcated
roles of the Board of Fisheries and the NPFMC in crab, and groundfish is a significant
factor in the consideration of today’s appointments to the Board of Fisheries.

These Board Members also have extensive experience in the development of the Board
Committee Process, which has been a significant improvement in the decisionmaking
process.

Sincerely,

Gordon Blue, President
Alaska Crab Coalition
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Cordova District Fishermen United

Celebrating 65 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska
P.0.Box 939 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424-3447 / Fax (907) 424-3430

April 20, 1999

Representative Scott Ogan, Co-Chair
House Resources Committee

State Capitol

MS 3100

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SENT BY FACSIMILE TO (907) 465-3265

Dear Representative Ogan,

Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) would like to provide you with input
regarding confirmations to the Alaska Stale Board of Fisheries. These confirmations
are by far the most critical issue facing the small Independent fishing families who
comprise Alaska’s second largest income-producing industry. The Board of Fisheries’
actions and decisions affect our daily lives, and currently have an enormous impact on
our abilities to sustain both our resources and our livelihoods.

The criterion required of the successful appointee(s) are:

1) Itis imperative that an informed, competent and fair-minded individuals be
appointed.

2) The successful appointee must be knowledgeable of, committed to, and have
respect for the public process established at statehood for regulating Alaska’s
fisheries resources,

3) A clear understanding of the Board's regulatory and statutory authorities is
requisite.

4) The qualified appointee must be an unbiased decisionmaker willing and able to
factfind to make the best decision possible based upon the available information.

5) An appointee, at the very least, should maintain respect for those people
represented by the process.

We believe that you have an opportunity to address the current imbalance on the
Board. Although a majority of decisions made by the Board are nuts and bolts, day-in-
and-day-out regulations governing the orderly prosecution of the fishery, only one
person out of seven currently serving on the Board has extensive experience as a
commercial fisherman, Grant Miller. The issues facing the state’s largest private sector
employer are diverse. They demand the kind of knowledge, skills and abilities come
from a broader scope of experience than that which exists on the current Board.



We are strongly opposed to the re-appointment of Virgil Umphenour to the Board. Mr
Umphenour has not met the criteria listed above during his tenure on the Board.

CDFU is certain that after thoughtful application of the guidelines detailed here you will
come to the conclusion that the Board of Fisheries process would benefit from a
change in membership.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Aspelund
Executive Director

cc: Senator Georgiana Lincoln
Representative John Harris
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Bob Martinson
900 Iroquois Drive
Wasilla, AK 99654
phone: 907-373-2627
e-mail: danse@mtaonline.net

MEMO TO: House Resources Committee
Scott Ogan, Co-Chair
Jerry Sanders, Co-Chair

FROM: Bob Martinson
DATE: April 20,1999
SUBJECT: Board of Fisheries - confirmation hearings

| would like to oppose the confirmation of Virgil Umphenour to the Board of Fisheries.
His temper tantrum raised at the 1996 board cycle meeting in Cordova showed him to be
both biased and uninformed. His cussing and false statements in front of the public, put
the board into Executive Session. Other members had to calm him down. He clearly has a
conflict of interest in dealing with matters of concern to Prince William Sound Aquaculture

Corporation (PWSAC) and/or matters relating to the Copper River fishery.

During his tantrum he stated the we (Cordova) fishermen were allowed to “seine” up all the
fish at the mouth of the river. Purse seining has never been allowed near the Copper River.
Also, the “mouth” of the Copper River is about 60 miles wide across a delta, with many
entrances. Mr. Umphenour’s interest in a processing operation in Fairbanks provides him
with biases and personal interests when it comes to dealing with certain areas of the state.

Because of his lack of judgment, the state should consider looking elsewhere for a Board
of Fisheries candidate.

I am a resident of District 27, and rely solely on commercial fishing for my livelihood.

Thank you for the chance to comment.

cC: Representative John Harris
Senator Georgianna Lincoln
House Special Committee on Fisheries
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UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

211 Fourth Street, Suite 112
Juneau, Alaska 99801
907/586-2820
Fax: 907/463-2545

April 20, 1999 E-Mail: ufa@alaska.net

Representative Scott Ogan
Co-Chair

House Resources Committee
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Ogan,

LTA appreciates all the hours and time present Board of Fisheries (BOF) members
dedicate to a very demanding job. However, we also feel the BOF is out of balance and
does not have the necessary combination of management skills, commercial fisheries
experience, and concern for the State as a whole. At present there is only one BOF
member with extensive commercial experience in the mixed stock fishery, Grant Miller.

Alaska’s fisheries face substantial challenges. Markets are changing for both salmon and
halibut. Competition between traditional commercial, subsistence, and recreational users
is occurring due to expanding population in some areas and an increase in tourism. There
is the potential for significant interaction between the state federal resource managers
(NMFS/North Pacific Fishery Management Council, and subsistence managers). Recent
actions by the Board of Fisheries, could trigger changing management of crab fisheries
beyond the three mile limit back to the federal government. The BOF must be prepared
to address these and other issues based on sound biology, and a well founded
understanding of the socio-economic impacts of their decisions. Alaska has managed its
fishery resources well in the past and should not put these resources at risk for short term

political gain.

Commercial fisheries are the largest private sector employer in the State and the second
largest source of income after oil. Commercial fisheries pays taxes in excess of the cost
of state commercial fisheries management. Improper management of commercial
fisheries results in both short and long term losses to the State treasury and employment
base. In a sense Alaska’s commercial fisheries are a “permanent fund”; does the State
select a board without an adequate balance of financial, managerial, and technical skills
to manage the Alaska Permanent Fund?
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We need to bring the board back in balance and to have another experienced commercial
fisheries person on the board; we need a change. The experience on the board now
favors terminal fisheries which is a small fraction of the fisheries in the state. We need
someone with recent experience who can quickly grasp nuances of fisheries for different
species (halibut, cod, rockfish, scallops, etc) and gear types (pots, nets, long line, div,
etc).

Because ofthe social and economic significance of commercial fisheries, we feel it is
only fair that there be at least one more experienced commercial fisheries member.

Board members need open minds and strong consensus building skills. UFA supports
Grant Miller for reappointment and hopes the legislature understands the seafood
industry’s critical need to at have at least another board member that understands current

biological and management practices.

We know these appointments are tough decisions and hope you understand the rationale
of why change is needed. We do not feel this is too much to ask due to the current
makeup of the Board. Virgil Umphenour has served on the Board since 1994, almost two
terms. The governor’s recent nomination would add another three years. Normally a seat

changes after two terms.

Thanks for consideration of our comments and the impact you can have on Alaska’s
largest private sector employer.

Sincerely,

President






R O BERT E. DERSHAWM

OBJECTIVE _
Update of previous resume
EXPERIENCE _
1997 to Present - Dersham’s Outlook Lodge Anchor Point Alaska
Co Ovntr and operator
t 1997 to PresAir - Alaska State Board of Fisheries State of Alaska
Board member

m Chairman; BOF-NPFMC Joint Protocol Committee

m Chairman: North Gulf of Alaska Chinook Task Force Committee
a Chairman; Halibut LAMP Task Force Committee

a Chairman: Hahitat Committee _

a Chairman: Numerous sub committees at BOF regulatory meetings
a Attended all BOF meetings since appointment

PAX (907) 235-5522 « E-MAIL OUTLOOK@PTIALASKA.NET
P.O.BOX 537 + ANCHOR POINT, ALASKA 99555 » PHONE (907) 235-3335
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Robert E. (Ed) Dersham - Resume

P.O. Box 555
Anchor Point, AK 99556

Objective To be considered for an appointment to the Alaska State
Board of Fisheries

lam applying to be considered tor appointment to the Alaska State Board of
Fisheries, Ido thiswith full knowledge of the magnitude of the commitment, and
weight of the responsibility involved in service on the board. Ihave lived in Alaska
for 20 years and been actively involved in fisheries issues for over 10 years. In
every issue I've become involved with I've worked to gather as much knowledge
as possible about the issue. I'have then worked to support solutions that were
fair to all user groups while keeping the biological health of the resource as the

top priority.

My business and my life are closely tied to thB saltwater charter ftshUng industry. |
am committed to helping find workable resolutions to allocation issues using the
best available biological information and input from all user groups.

Ifchosen, Iwould serve to the best of my ability. My primary goal would be to help
achieve the fairest possible allocation decisions based on a thorough working

knowledge of the issues to come hefore the hoard.

Hi h|| hts _Of Memberofthe Anchor River Steelhead Task Force ,1990
Quall Ications President Qi the South Peninsula Sportsman’s Association 1990-1993
Memberof the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council Halibut Charter

working group 1993-1994
President o! the Anchor Point Charter Association 1993-1997

On the board of directors of the Alaska Sport Fishing Industry Association

1994-1997
Professional Dersham’s Outlook Lodge, Anchor Point, AK 1985-Present
Experience Ownerand ., fishing guide for salmon and halibut
,lAllong with my wife Karan, own and ooerain a onmplaiA nvi<-Iran<ifchino indr.o «n Cock
nlot. ‘

Achievements ,
* Built a successful business from the ground up that currently has 58% repeat

customer and word ofunouth referral clientele
+ Established as atop gu\de lor salmon and halibut on the east side of Cook Inlet

and earned the respect of the other guides in the area
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rRPttPanasonic FPX SVSTEM PHONE NO.
Peninsula Communications, Inc. Homer, AK 1988-1992
Broadcaster

Wrote and broadcast a dally 6port fishing repon including tips, antidotes, and essays on
the philosophical aspect of fishing. These reports were carried on three radio stations

servicing the Kenai Peninsula and Kodiak Island

U. S. Department of Justice, Washington, DC 1971-1985
Spedal Agent- Drug Enforcement Administration Retted

Worked as a criminal investigator for the Drug Enforcement Administration. Supervised
the development of cases against individuals who had violated federal narcotics laws.
Worked undercover extensively. Testified extensively in both federal and state court.
Conducted liaison with State and federal officers through task force operations in

California and Alaska.

Achievements
* Reoeived a superior performance award for undercoverwork done against

heroin traffickers in the southern California and Baja Mexico areas.

Weyerhaeuser Corporation, Cottage Grove, OR 1968-1971
Laborer

Worked as a laborer Inevery facet of wood products operation.

Education & Bachelors of Business Administration - University of Oregon, 1970

Licenses Operator of uninspected passenger vessel license- U.S. Coast Guard, 1989-
present

Personal Bom: April 20,1948 - Eugene OR

History Wife: Karan Dersham

Sons: David (305, Bert (23)

Other Member- Board of Directors, Kenai Peninsula Chapter Crime stoppers Int
Organizations Member - Kenai Peninsula Tourism Marketing Council
and Clubs Member-The Alaskans Club

Member- The National Federation of Independent Business
Member-The National Rifle Association

References * Kevin DeLaney, Director Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Sport fish Division
* Nick Dudiak, Area Fisheries Biologist, Alaska Departmentol Fish & Game
« Bob Ward, Homer Charter Association, Homer, AK



Resume

Larry J. Engel

P.O . BOX 197
Palmer, A laska 99545

(907) 745-4132

EDUCAT'ON Graduated Highschool 1955, Served U .S. Navy,
July 1956 - Sept. 1959, Honorable Discharge?
Graduated Umniversity of W ashington, M arch 1964,
B .S . in Fisheries

WORK HISTORY: Seasonal.technician and biologist with the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, 1960 - June, 1964,
Full-time biologist with A laska Department of
Fish and Game, Division of Sport Fish, 1964 to
A ugust 31, 992.

REFERENCES: R. Russell Redick, former ADF&G supervisor,
Anchorage; Telephone: (907) 522-2506
Kevin Delaney, supervisor, currently w ith ADF&G,
A nchorage; Telephone: (907) 344-0541
Jack W illis, President, Trout Unlimited,
W asilla; Telephone: (907) 746-1666
P hil Cutler, President, Alaska Sport Fishing

A ssociation, Anchorage; Telephone: (907) 243-4667
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GREGORY P. STREVELER
lcy Strait Environmental Services
P.O.Box 94
Gustavus, Alaska 99826

RESUME'

Vital Statistics

- Male, 57 years of age.

- Thirty year resident o f Gustavus, Alaska.
- Married to Judith T. Brakel

- Five children/stepchildren

Education

- B.S., University of Wisconsin. Biology. 1963.

- M.S., University of Wisconsin. Ecology. 1966.

- U.S. Park Ranger training, Albright Academy. 1967.

- Two quarters additional ecological training, U. Washington. 1977 & 1979,

Employment History
- Member, zoological expeditions to Aleutian and Kodiak Islands, summers 1962,64.
- Assistant on study o fground squirrel ecology, Cape Thompson, AK, summer 1965.
- Asst, to Herring/shellfish Biologist, ADF&G, Petershurg, AK, 1966-67,
- Park Ranger, Glacier Bay National Park, 1967-73.
- Research Biologist, Glacier Bay National Park, 1973-79.
- Wilderness Guide, Alaska Discovery, Inc., Juneau, summers 1980-87.
- Teacher, for Univ. of AK Southeast and Alaska Discovery Inc., summer field course "The Natural H'Story of
Glacier Bay", 1981-89.
- Contractor, with GulfOceanic Society, to ADF&G, on wildlife survey of Gustavus beaches & wetlands, 1983.
- Teacher, for Gustavus School, science and math, winters 1982-86.
- Gardener, Gustavus Inn, summers 1980-86.
- Contractor, with Environaid, inc., on Hydrology study of Gustavus, for Community of Gustavus, 1985-87.
- Planner & Research Facilitator, Glacier Bay National Park, 1987-89.
- Legislative Aide, for Representative Peter Goll, winter 1990,
- Contractor, to National Audubon Society, as vertebrate expert on expedition to Russian Arctic, summer 1991
- Contractor, to National Audubon Society, to prepare education materials on natural history of Beringia, 1991-92.
- Contractor, to U.S. Forest Service, on survey ofmammals o f the Homeshore area, Juneau RD, 1991-92.
- Teacher, for U. Vermont, graduate field course on Natural History of Glacier Bay, summers 1984-1994.
- Teacher, for Discovery Foundation, Environmental Education training for teachers, winters 1989-present.
- Teacher, University ofAlaska, SE, June 1990-1996, course on the Natural history of SE Alaska.
- Contractor, to Southeast Alaska Conservation Council, to assemble info, on Southeast Alaskan caves, 1993.
- Contractor, to the City & Borough ofJuneau, to characterize the mammal fauna of city watersheds, 1993.
- Contractor, to Gustavus Electric Co., to provide an environmental evaluation ofthe Falls Creek proposed hydro
site, 1993-present.
- Teacher ofecotourism guides and Park employees, Haines and Skagway areas, spring 1994-present.
- Contractor, for Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park, 1994, to evaluate potentials for impacts o f park
management actions, and to prepare laypersons' summaries ofrecent USFS and USGS technical reports.
- Contractor, to University of Alaska American Russian Center, March 1995, to co-instruct an ccotoursim workshop
for Russian citizens.
- Teacher, Sheldon Jackson College Elderhostel, 1993 - present,
- Contractor, to Glacier Bay National Park,
- May-July 1995 to participate in geological investigations accompanying an
archaeological survey of Icy Strait.
- January - March, 1996, to summarize glacial history for selected park watersheds



- December, 1998 - February, 1999, provide draft introduction to Resource management Plan.

- Contractor, to the USNPS Denver Service Center, July-December 1995, to provide an environmental survey of
portions of the Gustavus, Bartlett Cove and Indian Point areas.
- Contractor, to Ch2M Hill. Inc., November 1995 - April 1996, to provide ecological background on birds and
mammals for a supplemental EIS on proposed AJ mine, Juneau.
- Member, State Board of Game, October 1997 - present.
- Contractor to Southeast Alaska Conservation Council, November 1997 - April 1998, to advise on issues related to
Glacier Bay commercial fishing.
- Contractor to Southeast Alaska Conservation Council, April 1998 - Present, to characterize the tourism industry in
SE Alaska and describe its effects on local people & resources.

Contractor ot Gustavus Electric, May 1998 - present, coordinate environmental studies of proposed hydro site near

Gustavus, Alaska.
- Contractor to Glacier Gardens, Inc., October 1998 - present, to characterize mammal and bird usage of lands

proposed for road development.
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GREG ROCZICKA
PO BOX 513, BETHEL, AK. 99559
P/FAX (907)-543-2903

WORK HISTORY

1997-Present: Kuskakwim 300 Race Committee, PO Box 300, Bethel, AK. 99559, Ph. 543-3300, and self.
Part-time sales and related fund raising activities for non-profit organization sponsoring annual sled dog race from
Bethel to Aniak and back. Gather/cut/deliver firewood, general handyman/construction projects and housekeeping.

1988-97:  Association ofVillage Council Presidents (AVCP) Inc.

PO Box 219, Bethel, AK. 99559; P/Fax (907) 543-3521/3596

(1988-90, Resource Dept, dba Nunam Kitiutsisti, Protectors o fthe Land Inc.)
Worked within various capacities/title9 depending on need and availability, which have included: Resource
Specialist, Rights Protection Assistant, Coastal Zone Mgmt. Coordinator (CZM), and Director o f Natural Resource
Dept. Primary activities involved: serving as a liaison between tribal, state and federal governments; review,
response and generation o ftechnical/regulatory documents; identification and solicitation ofproject funding sources,
including fiscal oversight; overall focus to perpetuate integrity o f renewable resources and subsistence way o flife.

1975-95: Intermittent crewman in seasonal commercial fishing operations.

1987-88: Lower Kuskokwim School District and Personal Projects
Worked as seasonal maintenance mechanic and substitute teacher while building house for family in Kwethluk, AK.

1980-87:  City ofBethel, Alaska
1984-87. Coastal Zone Mgmt. Planner implementing functional and technical aspects of City's CZM program;

coordination and hands-on site supervision o fvarious community enhancement projects.
1983-84, Coordinated AJcohol Safety Action Program, maintaining networking system between Courts,
treatment agencies, and regional/village counseling programs; diagnostic assessments, placement and follow-up of

clientele; generation o falcohol related crime statistics; fiscal oversight,
1980-83, Supervisor of 24-hour detoxification facility; maintained staffof 15 in emergency care ofup to 5,000

clients annually; provide Emergency Medical Service training to staff; generate agency statistics; fiscal oversight.

1977-79:  Varied employers. Mixture oftemporary constructionjobs, commercial fishing, cab driving, etc. while
attending UAF-Kuskokwim community college in Bethel.

1976:  Six months providing food, shelter, etc. for selfand dog, 70 river miles from nearest community.

1975-76:  Northern Commercial Co., Bethel, AK.
Perform general labor/clerical dutieo, maintaining daily business at bulk fool storsgo, sales and delivery facility.

1974-75.  BethelDevelopment Corporation
Shift maintenance for front office operations 030 room hotel.

1973-74:  Bethel Social Services
Teen Center Manager, working after school and weekends with community services director implementing City's

teep secret ion program, including recruitment and supervision o f6-10 teen employees.

1971-73;  Yellow and Rabbit Cab Co's.
Work rotating dispatch shifts after school and weekends.
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1977-79 University o fAlaska, Fairbanks/Kuskokwim Community College, Bethel, AK

60+ credit hours majoring in Land/Resource Management. (LRM program discontinued at KuCC prior to
fulfillment ofdegree requirements.)

1970-74 BethelRegionalHigh School, Bethel, AK

1964-69 Holy Rosary Mission, Pine Ridge, South Dakota

1963-64 Wanblee Elementary, Wanblee, South Dakota

1962-63 Georgetown Elementary, Georgetown, Minnesota

SUPPLEMENTARY TRAINnvG/CERTIFICATIQNS

1/81  StateofAlaska Certification: Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) I,

4/81  Communications Skills Training
5/81  Substance Abuse Counseling | and Personnel Management Training

10/81  American Red Cross Instructors Certification for CPR and Basic First Aid
6/82 Increasing Supervisory Skills and Short Term Client Counseling

9/82 Management Information Systems

10/82 EMT Recertification/Refresher Course

11/82  Practical Management o f Assaultive Clients

5/83  OperationsofIBM System 34

5/84 Developing Capable Young People

8/85 ApplicationsofLolus 1,2,3.

3/90  Grant Writing Techniques

2/91  Managing Multiple Demands

COQMMUNITY/AFFILIATIONS/APPOINTMENTS

1.980-87 Bethel Ambulance Service Volunteer

1985-Present  Kuskokwim 300 Sled Dog Race Committee Volunteer

1988-90 Bethel City Planning Commission

1989-91 Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Wonring Group

1990-92 Lower Kuskokwim Fish & Game Advisory Committee (Bethel Representative)

1991-92 Western Regional Fish & Game Advisory Council Secretary

1992-93 United States/Canada Yukon River Salmon Treaty Negotiations Delegate (Guvcuior's nppt.)
1993-96 Qeuilnguut (Kilbuck) Caribou Cooperative Management Working Group

1993-97 Western Alaska Brown Bear Management Area Working Group

1994-96 Lower Yukon Moose Management Committee

1996-Preseni  Alaska State Board of Game Member (Governor's appt.)

References available upon request.
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Michael R Fleagle

P.O. Box 33
McGrath, Alaska 99627

EQUGAHQfo

Grade 1-8 Manley State Operated School Manley Hot Springs, Alaska
Grade 9-11 Monroe High School Fairbanks, Alaska

Grade 12 West Valley High School Fairbanks, Alaska

VOCATIONAL . TRAINING:

Automotive Mechanics, Hutchison Career Center, Fairbanks, 1974, 3/4 Credit

Auto and Diesel Mechanics, Teamster's Training Trust, Anchorage, 1977 16 weeks, Graduated.

COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES:

McGrath Christian Fellowship Board, Board member 1984-1986
Bean Ridge Corporation Board, Vice-president 1983-1985, 1993-Present
McGrath City Council, Council member 1985-1987
McGrath Advisory School Board, Chairman 1393-1996

Kuskokwim Public Broadcasting Corporation, Vice-president 1993-1996
McGrath Native Village Council, 2nd Chief 1995-Present
Doyon, Limited Board, Board member 1996-Present

YY-QR<—EXPERI ENCE;

I started in the workforce in 1977 on the Trans-Alaska Pipeline as a Teamster swamper and
tire changer In Prudhoe until RIF In October 1977.

My work experience is rather diverse, having spent most of 2 years in Barrow as a light duty
and a heavy duty mechanic between 1979 and 1982. Iworked as a heavy equipment operator
for the City of Fairbanks In the summer of 1982, and when laid off at season's end, returned to
McGrath. 1



Since returning, I've worked for McGrath Light and Power as a power plant operator, Alaska
Construction and Mining as a mechanic/weider/operator at Moore Creek Mine, self employed as
a mechanic, City of McGrath as a water plant operator and equipment operator, Rockford
Construction as a welder and operator. In April of 1985, Iwent to work seasonally for the State
Division of Forestry as a maintenance worker, and spent some time on fire assignments,
including Lower 48. Inthe winters, I would trap, do mechanics work, building maintenance,
plumbing and heating, etc. September, 1989 brought me to my present occupation, and that is a
heavy equipment mechanic/operator for the State Department of Transportation. Itravel to 5
¢* .er communities in my duties to assist in their airport operations.

and ACEfIMPUSHMFNTS:

Private pilot and aircraft owner since 1993.

Lifelong hunter and trapper.

Metal detecting and sluicing gold mining tailings.

Boating on the Kuskokwim River.

Salmon fishing and smoking.

Built our own 26'x32" 2-story log home on a family homestead, including harvesting and
milling logs.

Alaska Federation of Natives Parents of the Year award, 1992.
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Honorable Governor TGy Knowles
State of Alaska, Office ofthe Governor
P.O. Box 110001

Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Knowles.

I would like to volunteer to serve on the Board of Game. | am 50 years old and have
lived in Alaska since April of 1981, inthe community of Cordova from 1981to 1986 and
now in Anchorage. | offer the following summary of my involvement with wildlife
harvesting and management for your consideration.

I have hunted in Alaska almost every year since | could walk and accompany my father.
As a teenager in Arizona, | trapped coyote, bobcat and fox to supplement our family’s
income. | have been successful hunting with archery equipment as well asagun. |
always depended on game meat for sustenance and have taken moose, sheep, caribou,
deer and black bear here in Alaska. My hunt last season was for caribou near
Dillingham, but I have hunted in Southeast Alaska, the Interior, the Arctic, the Alaska
Peninsula and Central Alaska. In additionto my personal hunting, I assisted my brother
and another close friend inthe taking of a brown bear and I am constantly helping friends
determine where to hunt and howto prepare for hunting in various regions of Alaska.

My formal educationincludes a Bachelor of Science degree inforest land management
from Northern Arizona University. This curriculum taught me the interrelationships of
vegetation management and manipulation as it affects wildlife and other resources. An
informal education (self-taught) in wildlife photography has provided me an in depth
understanding of howwildlife depend on and use their habitat

My currentjob is a Real Estate Specialist for the Chugaoh National Forest My primary
duties are to monitor land conveyances to the state and Natives to ensure easements arc
retained to provide public access to public lands. | have also been the coordinator for ihe
Chugach National Forest Rural Community Assistance program providing grants to assist
in use of natural resources to develop or support businesses in rural communities.
Following the Owsichek decision, which eliminated the exclusive guide systemin
Alaska, | represented the US Forest Service to the Outfitter Guide Board and Commercial
Services Board w'de they were developing a new system tinder which guides could
operate. Along’ thotherfederal representatives, | provided information on how state
regulations could be coordinated with federal management. This process resulted in the
current system enabling guides to be registered in a maximum of 3 guide use areas at any
one time.

Earlier in my career as a Forester, | designed habitat manipulation projects to increase
forage for deer andelk. | have also assisted biologists in population surveys and capacity
analysis for wildlife. As aForester in charge of recreation management, | know how
important soundwildlife management is to the public, for both consumptive and non-
consumptive users.



As wildlife photographers, my wife and | have had the opportunity to see and
photograph events rarely observed. These events include interactions of predator and prey
that have given me a good understanding o f how each depends upon the ather. Sorme of
these have been used by biologists to convey their message ofwhat is required for sound
wildlife management However, the income we have received fixnn photography has
primarily come fromselling prints to tourists, and now screen savers to corporate clients.

In 1985,1 served onthe Cordova Fish and Game Advisory Committee. My most recent
involvement in management of wildlife in Alaska has centered on efforts to raise
recognition of unique and valuable wildlife resources. My wife and | were leaders inthe
process to establish the McNeil River Refuge, closing the Refuge to brownbear hunting
We are cunrehtly involved in efforts to protect the Toklat wolves when they leave Denali
National Park. 1 have assisted the Department of Fish and Game by serving onthe
Stakeholders Group to revise the management and permit system for the McNeil River
brown bear viewing program. | have submitted proposals to the Board of Game for the

- - - - fm - e s » o ® 2
I serve as Chairman of theBbaref'of FriMdsriTMc]WeUACT; rajsoServdas a member
of the Board of Directors oftheAlasloi'Chapter, ~ericanSocicty oYMedia ..... '
Photographers. Inadd'don/I am/also a member of trer Noith Aniericau Nature
Photography Association,' this premier organization forprofessional wildlife
photographers worldwide, Where 1 serve as the Chairman of the’ Advocacy Committee,
WhICh deals with issues |mpact|ng photographers both reglonal ly and nationally.
It would be anhonor to serve yoiythe Leglslature and the peoplc of Alaska by becoming
amember ofthe Board of Gftmd'!*.r\ **'J -rr ...
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WHY ARE WE KILLING ALASKA'S WOLVES?
Please Join The Alaska Wildlife Alliance...
Thursday, March 2nd * 6:30-8:30 pm

Egan Center, Downtown Anchorage

RALLY: Opposing Wolf Control (Begins promptly at 6:30 p.m.)
PANEL DISCUSSION:

Moderator and Wolf Biologist, Dr. Paul Joslin

25-year Moose Biologist, Dr. Vic Van Ballenberghe

Tourism Representative, Sarah Leonard

Alaska Board of Game Member, Leo Keeler

The Next Generation, 8-year old James Holleman

The Law and the People, Attorney Mike Grisham

SLIDE SHOW
by professional wildlife photographers Dorothy and Leo Keeler

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO STOP BAD WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT. WILDLIFE IS FOR
ALL ALASKANS!

Alaska's Board of Game wants wolf control now! Show up and say no!!
For more infonnation, call 277-0897

The Alaska Wildlife Alliance

P.O. Box 202022

Anchorage, AK 99520

(907) 277-0897

(907) 277-7423

mailto:awa@alaska.net <mailto:awa@alaska.net>
http://www.akwildlife.org/ <http://www.akwildlife.org/>

WWW.awimages.com

**TOKLAT WOLF SPECIAL TUESDAY, NOV. 2nd ON CBS NEWS **
from the web site


mailto:awa@alaska.net
mailto:awa@alaska.net
http://www.akwildlife.org/
http://www.akwildlife.org/
http://www.awimages.com

©Leo Keeler. An rights reserved.

**TOKLAT WOLF SPECIAL TUESDAY, NOV. 2nd ON CBS NEWS **

On Tuesday, November 2nd, CBS Evening News with Dan Rather featured the Toklat
Wolves of Denali National Park, Alaska in a special segment of "Eye on America." Stay
tuned... we expect them to do a followup story during the March Board of Game meeting.

The Toklat wolves are the most famous, most viewed, most photographed, first and
longest studied group of wild wolves in the world.

Trapping season began November 1st. and it is our hope that people from all over the
world will join us in seeking full legal protection for this special family of wolves.

(Please read the following six paragraphs, then go to our partner's site (The Alaska
Wildlife Alliance) to send a free electronic postcard to voice your support for protecting
the Wolves of Denali National Park. You can also help the Toklat wolves by purchasing a
"Wolves of Denali" screensaver. You'll have a daily reminder of how special these
wolves arc, PLUS, 50% of the profits of the sale will go to The Alaska Wildife Alliance.
The proceeds will fund programs that protect the future of these very special wolves.

Thank you again for caring! My husband and | are professional wildlife photographers
who are working with The Alaska Wildlife Alliance to try and save 10 of the rarest
creatures on earth... the Toklat pack of wolves in Denali National Park, Alaska. This
group of 10 wolves (only 2 adults, 4 yearlings, and 4 puppies from this year) is like no
other. Like the McNeil River bears, they are totally habituated to humans and regularly
walk next to bus loads of tourists, hikers, and photographers. They are currently being
hunted and trapped as they follow their primary food source... a caribou herd that winters

just outside of Denali National Park.

We are involved because we seem to have "wolf karma", and over the last ten years, have
taken one of the largest collections of photographs of these wolves on earth. We have
photos of pack members trotting next to buses and hikers, adorable photos of 6 week old
puppies, several sequences involving two different bears and a wolf feeding on the same
carcass, one sequence of the alpha male jumping over a carcass and dunking another wolf
in a river, and the most amazing thing of all... this June, not once, not twice, but on 3
different days, we had a wild wolf walk within 5 feet of us AS WE SAT ON THE SIDE
OF THE ROAD. Imagine a wild wolf approaching you at EYE LEVEL.

We have tried the standard route of testifying before the Alaska Board of Game to give



the pack protection throughout it's entire range, but were denied for political reasons.
Alaska is a state where reason does not always prevail. A former governor was quoted on
national T.V. as saying "You can't let nature run wild", and we have a current legislature

lead by predator control supporters.

We hope to put pressure on our stalemated Alaskan political officials, and have the
interested land managers work together to protect these wolves within their entire home
range. The officials currently insist on managing the Denali wolf population as a whole,
and ignore the international value of the watchable wildlife traits that are being passed on

in this specific pack of wolves.

We urge you to contact Steve Martin, the Superintendent of Denali National Park and
Governor Tony Knowles in support of protecting these wolves within their entire range
(go to our partner's site (The Alaska Wildlife Alliance) to send a free electronic postcard
to voice your support for protecting the Wolves of Denali National Park.). Please pass
this information on to anyone you feel would be in a position to help us. And consider
helping by giving this issue as much exposure as you have available. Trapping season
began November 1st. The lives of 10 very special creatures depend on your help...

Our only enemy is apathy. We hope what you have seen and learned will convince you of
your value in helping in this effort. Please don't turn away... We promise you...you will
wake up in the morning feeling proud of what your involvement did for 10 of the rarest
and most fascinating creatures on the planet.

REMEMBER YOU CAN HELP THE TOKLAT WOLVES IN THREE WAYS:

1) Please send a free electronic postcard to Governor Tony Knowles in support of the full
protection of the Toklat wolves. Go to the web site of our partner, The Alaska Wildlife
Alliance (http://www.akwildlife.org/campaigns/toklat/epostcard.htm), complete the short

form and hit "send". It's quick and easy!

2) You can also help the Toklat wolves by purchasing a "Wolves of Denali"
screensaver.Please go to: http://www.awimages.comyDenaliWolfPreview.htm to order a
downloadable copy. You can enjoy your new screensaver immediately and have a daily
reminder of how special these wolves are. PLUS, 50% of the profits of the sale will go to
The Alaska Wildife Alliance Toklat Wolf Fund, so you'll have the satisfaction of
knowing you truly helped! The Toklat Wolf Fund has been set aside to fund programs
that protect the future of these very special wolves.

3) Help us spread the word! It's fun and easy by sending a Free electronic postcard from
our web site. Go to: http://www.awimages.com/p5-index.html and choose from several
scenic or wildlife photos, fill in your message, address and send. You are welcome to

send as many as you'd like, as often as yi u'd like!

Leo and I can't thank you enough for taking time to read this and helping at whatever
level you feel comfortable. On behalf of the Toklat wolves, Bless your heart!


http://www.akwildlife.org/campaigns/toklat/epostcard.htm
http://www.awimages.comyDenaliWolfPreview.htm
http://www.awimages.com/p5-index.html

Most Sincerely,

Dorothy and Leo Keeler

To receive a copy of this article, send us an E-mail and request "send me CBS info".

NEW SERVICE Totally FREE Wildlife Electronic postcard3.htmIPOSTCARDS

Wiidlife Screensavers / Corporate Screensavers / Wholesale Screensavers / Stock
photography / Places to photograph / Photography tips / Photography ethics /

Conservation groups /Alaskan travel and weather info / Site map / Contact us /
Home / index.htmlFree E-postcard
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Anchorage Daily News
© Copyright 1985-1999 - Anchorage Daily News.
Thursday, February 10, 2000 Page: B9 Section: Metro Edition: Final LETTERS TO PEOPLE

Time to weigh in on McGrath

McGrath moose dropped from 1,900 to 1,400 (26 percent decline), wolves from 164 to 56 (66 percent
decline) and reports say nearby habitat will not support more moose. Irtive hunters "decreased?" No, they

gather at McGrath to strategize.

Will the public support wolf control if someone just claims hardships? Are decision-makers asking basic

questions like: Was 1,900 a natural peak? If wolf numbers naturally dropped 66 percent and moose dropped
only 26 percent, are wolves really a problem? Nearby habitat cannot support more moose; what is different
here? If hunters from outside the community take 50 percent of the moose, should only locals hunt here? Is

this sound science?

Fish and Game got the Board of Game to pass wolf control to prevent moose decline in Unit 13. Their draft
plan wants a change from 0.8 cows per mile to 1.0 per mile —20 percent increase, through aerial wolf
harvest. Will support at McGrath lead to supporting this plan?

More than 20,000 people per year see the Toklat wolves of Denali. Will the board protect them from
hunting and trapping? Will the McNeil River of wolves be lost to a saturation snare set?

Will the board decide each issue on its own merits? Is a wildlife board needed? Comments sent to the board
by Feb. 18 will make a difference. Address: BOG Comments; Boards Support Section, P.O. Box 25526,

Juneau, AK 99802-5526; Fax 907-465-6094.

—L eo Keeler

Anchorage Daily News
© Copyright 1985-1999 - Anchorage Daily News.
Tuesday, April 06, 1999 Page: B5 Section: Metro Edition: Final LETTERS TO PEOPLE

Wildlife not just for hunters

In his March 29 Compass article, Alaska Outdoor Council President Rod Amo asks the public to give up
their last voice in wildlife management -- the ballot initiative. Mr. Amo says the Board of Game will listen

and act for all Alaskans.

At the November 1993 Game Board meeting a board member said, "If you don't hunt, we don't want to hear
from you."

Nicole Whittington-Evans could not get confirmed to the board. She worked for an environmental
organization.

Vic Van Ballenberghe, an expert moose biologist with years of field experience in Unit 13, would not
commit himself to wolf control at any cost. He was not confirmed.

Any candidate that is not actively pro-hunting is blocked from confirmation by legislators that made recent
confirmation hearings sound like the Spanish Inquisition.

Page 1of 8



