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A qua tic  R esources (W allop-B reaux) 
T ru s t F u n d  In fo rm a tio n  

Recreational Boating Safety Program

A L A S K A  C O A S T G U A R D  O F F IC E  P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T
Seventeenth Coast Guard District Sue Hargis
P.O. Box 25517 Boating Safety Coordinator
Juneau, A K  99802-5517 (907) 463-2297

P R O G R A M  S U M M A R Y

•  Receipts in the Aquatic Resources (Wallop-Breaux) Trust Fund are derived from Federal excise 
taxes attiibutable to motorboat and small-engine fuel use and on sport fishing equipment, along 
with import duties on fishing equipment, yachts and pleasure craft. Total Wallop-Breaux Trust 
Fund receipts average about $450 million per year. O f that amount, nearly $180 million is 
derived from motorboat fuel taxes. Up to $70 million per year of the motorboat fuel tax receipts 
is authorized for the Boat Safety Account of Wallop-Breaux. The balance of motorboat fuel 
taxes and all other Wallop-Breaux receipts are transferred into the Sport Fish Restoration 
Account. Funds in the Boat Safety Account are subject to annual discretionary appropriation by 
Congress, while the Sport Fish Restoration Account is a mandatory appropriation.

•  In 1998, several amendments were enacted to the statutes governing the Wallop-Breaux 
programs. The most significant of these for the Boating Safety Program ensures a minimum 
level of funding each year for grants *o the States. I f  the full discretionary amount is appro­
priated, total funds available for State grants would be $71.6 million. I f  there is no discretionary 
appropriation from the Boat Safety Account, States are guaranteed a minimum of $59 million in 

funding through a transfer from the Sport Fish Restoration Account. The Coast Guard is 
authorized to retain not more than 2%  of the amount available for State grants to cover costs of 
administering the funds, and 5% for grants to national non-profit public service organizations 
for boating safety programs.

•  The allocation formula for distribution of boating safety funds to the States is based on:
1/3 -  Distributed equally among States;

1/3 -  Distributed according to the ratio of the number of vessels registered in the State; and 
1/3 -  Distributed according to the ratio of State funds expended for boating safety.

•  The Coast Guard estimates that Alaska will be eligible for $420,000-460,000 in Wallop-Breaux 
boating safety funds, depending on the number of boats registered and amount of State funds 
Alaska is able to claim as boating safety-related expenditures.

•  States must provide matching funds; and Federal reimbursement of a State's RBS expenditures 
cannot exceed one-half of its total program costs during a fiscal year. In order to receive all 
allocated Federal funds, the State of Alaska must document an equal amount of State expendi­
tures. Approved expenditures may include costs of the State to register boats, boating safety 
education and enforcement costs, boating access and facility costs, and other relevant State 
expenditures.



B O A T IN G  SA FET Y  IN
A L A S K A

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O FFIC E S  
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
3601 C Street, #1280 
Anchorage, A K  99503-5921

Seventeenth Coast Guard District
P.O. Box 25517 

Juneau, A K  99802-5517

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T S  
Jeff Johnson
Boating Law Administrator 
Phone: (907) 269-8705 
Fax: (907) 269-8907

Sue Hargis
Boating Safety Coordinator 
(907) 463-2297

S T A T E  B O A T I N G  F A C T S

1998 Registered Boats 32,989
1998 Boating Accidents 107
1998 Alaska Boating Fatalities 38
1997 U.S. Boating Fatalities (1998 TBD) 819
F Y  99 Alaska Federal Grant Up to $329,000
Total Available with Alaska Program $460,000

'“Estimated 50,000 unregistered boats
* Alaska has history o f low reporting rate
* Alaska Fatality Rate: 71/100,000 boats 
*U.S. Fatality Rate: 6/100,000 boats 
*Only partial funding at this time 
*Plus State vessel registration revenues

P R O J E C T S  A N D  P R O G R A M S

•  Partial federal funding of $329,000 was authorized for Alaska in federal F Y  99 for the First time. 
Alaska has submitted an application for federal funding and has received conditional federal 

approval of the State’s program. Full approval is based on implementation of a state program.

•  Current boating safety programs in Alaska are a combination of Coast Guard, State of Alaska, 
and private and public community efforts, which are not centrally coordinated.

• Local and Coast Guard education and enforcement efforts are limited due to lack of funding and 

unable to substitute for an approved State Boating Safety Program.

•  The Coast Guard is the administering agency for Wallop-Breaux boater fuel tax funds and, as 
such, is statutorily prohibited from receiving funds for use in Alaska. Additionally, the Coast 

Guard does not have units or personnel in many areas of Alaska. A ll boating safety program 
efforts utilize funding from other Alaska Coast Guard programs.

•  Alaska boating fatalities per 100,000 boats are 10-20 times higher than the national average.

P R O G R A M  E X P A N S I O N

•  Alaska is the only state in the nation without a federally approved boating safety program. 
Legislation is needed for the State of Alaska to fully implement a state boating safety program 
and receive all authorized federal grant funds. Required program elements include vessel 
registration, accident reporting, and implementation of basic safety equipment carriage 
regulations (equivalent to U.S. Coast Guard requirements). In addition to federal funds, Alaska 
would then receive vessel registration revenues, for total gross projected program revenues of 

$750,000 - $1 million dollars.
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Dciir Alaskan,

The D iv is ion  o rP a rk s  and O u tdoor Recreation , in cooperation  u  ith the U .S . Coast Guard , 
produced Ibis handbook to help you and other A laskans en joy  sa fe  boating.

A la ska ’ s bottlers are as d iverse as ou r s ta le ’ s geography. A long  3 3 .0 0 0  m iles o f  coastal 
shore line , down 3 ,0 0 0  rivers, and on more than 3 m illio n  lakes. A laskans use their boats 
lb r fun and recreation, fo r  transportation between v illages and coasta l towns, and fo r 
subsistence.

W ork ing  c lo se ly  with tbc United Sta les Coast Guard , the U SC G  aux ilia ry , statcw idc and 
loca l nonprofit boating organ izations, and other state agencies. D iv is ion  o f  Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation is dedicated to p rom oting boating safety, enhancing enjoym ent, 
supporting statewide boating sa fe ly  education, and boating law enforcement and 
im proving recreational boating opportunities fo r A laskans.

A laska ’ s first slate boating handbook provides basic in fo rm ation  fo r A laska boaters on 
boat registration, equipment requirements, and "ru les o f  the road .”  it h igh lights safe 
operating procedures and tips fo r handling boating emergencies. P lease take the lim e to 
review  the book, and keep it on board as a handy reference, f o r  m ore  in fo rm ation , please 
contact J e f f  Johnson. Boating Law Adm inistrator, at 2 6 9 -8 7 0 5 , em ail: 
ie ffi'u  dn r.s la lc .ak .us . o r  w rite lo  the O ffic e  o f  Boating Sa fe ty , D iv is ion  o f  Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation. 3601 C  Street. Suite 1280 . Anchorage. A K  0 9303 .

I hope y ou r boating experiences are safe and en joyab le ! And p lease, a lw ays wear a life  
iaeket.

S incere ly,
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Photo Credits:
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PREPARATION

EDUCATION
N ationw ide, 8 out o f  10 boating fatalities occur 011 boats w here the 

operator has no boating safety  education. In A laska, w here residents use their 
boats more like cars and help is often  unavailable, education and preparation are 
vital. The State O ffice  o f  B oating Safety recom m ends that all boat operators take 
boating courses, and continue to learn and build sk ills. Look for c la sses that are 
approved by the N ational A ssociation  o f  State B oating Law Adm inistrators 
(NASBLA).

The U.S. C oast Guard A uxiliary, a volunteer association  o f  boaters, 
prom otes safe boating. Boaters can call 1-800-478-6381 for information 011 free 
A uxiliary boating classes.

The A uxiliary a lso w orks w ith the C oast Guard on search and rescue, and 
conducts voluntary safety  ch ecks o f  privately ow ned  boats. A  boat m eeting  
Auxiliary requirem ents, w hich arc more rigid than Alaska or federal requirements, 
is awarded the A u xiliary’s “Seal o fS a fe ty "  decal.

Vessel operators should also  educate their passengers to safely  start, stop  
and steer a boat, and w here to find and how to use the com m unication and 
em ergency equipm ent on board.

Contact the A laska State O ffice  o f  B oating Safety for inform ation on other 
courses at (907) 269-8705 .

I n t e r n e t  I n f o r m a t i o n

The Stale O ffice  o f  B oating Safely  and the C oast Guard a lso  provide w eb  
sites w ith current information and links to m any other interesting boating sites. 

(http://w w w .dnr.statc.ak.us/parks/boating)
(http://ww w.uscg.m ii/d 17/d 17rbs/'d 17rbs.htm)
Boaters can even  take a course “on line” from BoafiU S. 
( http://w w w .boatus.ccm ).

ATTITUDE
Boating safety  depends on proper attitude. C om placency and careless­

ness have no place 011 the water. Sound judgm ent unim paired by a lcohol, drugs 
or fatigue, is your m ost important tool. Trust your inner feelings and use  
com m on sense. Your life and the lives o f  others are in your hands.

4
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BOATING LAWS

P r o h i b i t e d  O p e r a t i o n  

Reckless Operation
A person may not operate a watercraft or m anipulate a d ev ice  on the water 

o f  the State in a reckless or negligent manner that endangers the life or property 
o f  another person (A S 05 .25 .060).

Boating Under the Influence
Operating a boat under the influence o f  intoxicants or marijuana or other 

drugs is against the law (A S  28 .35 .030).
Law enforcem ent officers w ho have reason lo  suspect that a boat operator 

is under the influence may require the operator to undergo sobriety tests.
A nyone who operates a boat on A laska’s waterways has given  consent to a field  
sobriety test. Refusal can be used as ev idence in a court trial.

Penalties for conviction  o f  operating under the in fluence may include 
cancellation o f  veh icle  operating privileges, a fine, and/or jail.

A l c o h o l  a n d  B o a t i n g

1. Drinking and operating a boat is as dangerous as drinking and operating  
a car. A ccording lo a recent study, 60%  o f  all fatal motorboat accidents involved  
alcohol.

2. A lcohol affects your sense o f  balance, w hich is critical w hen boating.
3. Boating requires good  vision. A lcohol can seriously restrict your 

vision . It reduces peripheral v ision , night vision , and ability to focus.
4. A lcohol affects your judgm ent. Operators under the influence are more 

likely to take risks they norm ally w ouldn’t take and less likely to m ake the right 
decisions in a life threatening situation.

5. A lcohol s low s your reaction time. In a hazardous situation, seconds  
may be all you have to take the appropriate action.

6. Even without a lcohol, reaction tim e is slow ed  in normal boating by 
stressors. Stressors include m otion, sun, w inds, and noise. Include a lcohol, and 
the stressors' fatiguing e ffects  are m ultiplied.

7. A lcohol increases the risk o f  hypothermia.
The Alaska State O ffice  o f  Boating Safety strongly advises boaters and 

passengers refrain from consum ing alcohol w hen boating.
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P R E P A R A T I O N

O w n e r ’s  C i v i l  L i a b i l i t y

T he ow ner o f  a watercraft is liab le for injury or dam age caused by the 
negligent operation o f  the ow ner’s watercraft w hether the n eg ligen ce  consists o 
a violation o f  state statute, or neglecting  to observe ordinary care in the opera­
tion o f  the watercraft as the rules o f  the com m on law require. T he ow ner is not 
liable, however, unless the watercraft is used with the ow ner’s express ot im plici 
consent, p is presum ed that the watercraft is being operated with the know ledg  
and consent o f  the owner, i f  at the tim e o f  the injury or dam age, it is under the 
control o f  the ow ner’s spouse, father, mother, brother, sister, son , daughter, or 
other m em ber o f  the ow ner’s im m ediate family. T his chapter d oes not relieve any 
other person from a liability that the person w ould otherw ise incur, and does not 
authorize or permit recovery in ex cess  o f  injury or dam age actually  incurred. (AJ 
05.25.040)

C i t i z e n  C o m p l a i n t  P r o c e d u r e

Federal law  a llow s a citizen to file  a com plaint w ith the U .S. C oast Guard 
w hen negligent operation occurs on navigab le waters o f  the U nited Stales. The 
fo llow ing  points help clarify the charge (negligent operation):

1. Was the operator negligent in his or her action? A negligen t operator 
endangers or injures/dam ages life, lim b, or property. B eing d iscourteous is not 
negligent operation. The operator must at least be endangering life , lim b, or 
property. R ocking a boat with your wake is on ly  d iscourteous until you endan­
ger the boa, ( for exam ple, i f  the boat rocked is tied lo  a fuel dock and is taking or 
fuel).

2. Are you w illin g  lo write a formal statem ent or testify  lo the facts? The 
probability o f  the Coast Guard taking enforcem ent and/or civ il action against an; 
individual greatly increases i f  tw o or more w itn esses w ill write statem ents or 
testify.

3. Do you  have all the pertinent facts? N egligen t circum stances surround 
mg the negligent action must be reported. D ropping o f f  a water skier is not a 
negligent act. D ropping o f f  a water skier at a sandy beach w here sw im m ers are 
present, thereby endangering life, is a negligent act.

4. Provide as much o f  the fo llow in g  inform ation as possible:
a. Description o f  the offense.
b. Description o f  the offend ing  boat.
e. D escription, nam e and/or address o f  the operator.
d. T im e and p lace o f  the incident.
e. Body o f  water, location.
f. Injuries or property dam aged,
g. W itnesses.
It. D escription o f  the incident,

6



P R E P A R A T I O N

Al'lcr you have all the inform ation, contact the C oast Guard to report the 
negligent act. I f  the negligent operator is still in the area o f  the incident, make the 
Coast Guard aware o f  that person’s 
presence.

Littering
It is unlaw ful to litter on state 

waters. Many form s o f  litter including  
polystyrene cups, plastic bags, bait 
packages, and m onofilam ent line can kill 
or injure birds, fish, and marine m am m als 
Properly dispose o f  your litter on shore.

Marine Patrols
To aid those in distress in our 

waters and lo assure that the requirem ents o f  law  are obeyed . A laska State 
Troopers, Stale Park R angers, som e m unicipal p o lice  departm ents, and the U .S. 
Coast Guard enforce boating law s. T he United Stales C oast Guard operates 
recreational boating patrols in waters under federal jurisdiction.

W henever you are contacted by one o f  these o fficers, you  must stop and 
permit the officer to com e a longside to check your certificate o f  num ber and 
required safety equipm ent. L aw  v io la tors can  expect to be c ited . W hen ap­
proached by a law enforcem ent vessel using its siren or flashing light, yo .i must 
slow  to a speed sufficient for safe steerage only. You may resum e speed when  
out o f  the vicinity or at the direction o f  the officer.

Safe boaters w ill find these officers helpful friends. On occasion , you  may 
be stopped and warned o f  an anticipated storm or cautioned o f  potential dangers 
arising from your operation.

Boating Accidents
The operator o f  a watercraft involved  in an accident (includ ing a co llis ion  

or casualty) must g iv e  the other persons affected  by the accident assistan ce that 
w ill save them from or m in im ize the danger caused by the accident, and must g ive  
the operators name, address, and identification  o f  the operators watercraft in 
writing to any person injured and to the ow ner o f  any properly dam aged in the 
accident (A S 05.25.030).

Report Required
If a boating accident occurs and results in a fatality, injury, or property 

dam age over SI 00 . the boat operator or ow ner must m ake a written report o f  the 
accident to the U .S. Coast Guard, or A laska State Troopers (A S  05 .2 5 .0 3 0 ).



An accident report form can be obtained from the* Alaska State O ffice  o f  
B oating Safety or the U .S. C oast Guard.

R e q u i r e d  S a f e t y  E q u i p m e n t

Equipment requirem ents vary w ith the s ize  o f  the boat, its source o f  power, 
and whether the boat is used on waters w itli State, federal or jo in t jurisdiction. 
Type o f  construction and m otor w ill a lso  cause equipm ent requirem ents to vary. 
Personal watercraft arc a lso considered  boats. A dditional equipm ent recom m en­
dations are found in the PR Ii- DE PA Ii' I IJ Ii 1C C l I EC'hi I -1 ST.

Federal Laws
In Alaska, federal boating regulations and equipm ent requirem ents apply  

on salt water and on all inland w aters determ ined by the federal governm ent to be 
navigable. B oats using those w aters should obtain a current cop y  o f  F e d e ra l 

Requirem ents a n d  Safe tv Tips fa r  R ecre ationid  Boats or visit the U.S. Coast 
Guard web site at: http://w w w ,uscgboating.org/Fcdreq/.

Slate Laws
Safely Requirements (A S  05 .25 .010)

• Watercraft operated on State inland waters must carry at least one life  

preserver, lifebelt, ring buoy, or other d ev ice o f  the sort approved by the U SC G  
for each person on board, placed so  as to be readily accessib le .

• The operator o f  a watercraft on the w ater o f  the State (includ ing salt 

water) may not transport a person under 13 years old on the deck o f  a watercraft 
or in an open watercraft unless the person is w earing a USCG  approved Type I.
II, or III personal floatation d ev ice  (PFD ).

• A watercraft operated on inland waters m ust carry and exhibit betw een  

sunset and sunrise tit least one w hite light to sh ow  all around the horizon.

• A m otor-driven watercraft operated for hire m ust carry a lire ex tin ­

guisher capable o f  prom ptly and effectually  ex tingu ish ing  burning gasoline.

Water Skis and Surfboards (A S  0 5 .25 .020 )

• Watercraft tow ing water sk iers or persons using sim ilar d ev ices must be 

equipped with a rear v iew  mirror, or there must be an observer at least 12 years 
old on the boat,

“ A person m ay not operate a watercraft on the water o f  the Slate to tow a 

person under 13 years o f  age on water sk is or sim ilar d ev ices unless the person  
being towed is wearing a U SCG  approved Type 1, II. or III personal floatation  
device (PFD).

• All peace officers in A laska m ay en force state boating laws.
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P R E P A R A T I O N

N ote: A dditional regulations and local ordinances m ay apply depending  
on jurisd iction 's) A lw ays check with local authorities before boating in unfam il­
iar areas.

F ollow in g  is a description o f  the equipm ent required by either state or 
federal law.

Fire Extinguishers
Each lire extingu isher is c lassified  by Roman numeral and letter according  

to its size  and the type o f  fire it is meant to extinguish . The fo llow in g  is a listing  
o f  the fire types and their corresponding letter.

A . Fires o f  ordinary com bustible materials.
B. G asoline, o il, and grease fires.
C. Electrical fires.
Extinguishers approved for m otorboats are hand-portable, o f  either B -l or 

B -ll classification.
An approved extinguisher bears the label o f  a testing laboratory and w ill 

include either C oast Guard approval number or specify  “M arine Type USCG .”
Boaters should be fam iliar with the correct use o f  fire extinguishers.

Som e A dditional Points:
1. Keep a shipboard fire dow nw ind, 

turn the boat so  the flam es and sm oke b low  
aw ay from the craft rather than over it.

2. D o not test fire an extinguisher (this 
breaks the seals and cau ses leakage). ALL  
extinguishers should be serviced  at least 
every tw o years. Sec label for additional 
servicing information.

3. Store extinguishers w here a fire is 
N O T likely to break out. An extinguisher  
m ounted over the ga lley  stove  or inside the 
engin e compartment m ay be im possib le to 
reach i f  needed.

4. An extinguisher stored horizontally  
is less susceptib le to packing or caking o f  
the pow der charge, caused by vibration and 
settling.

5. A im  the extingu isher n ozzle  at the source o f  the fire (beneath the flam es) 
and sw eep back and forth. R em em ber that a Type B -l extinguisher em pties in less 
than 10 seconds.

6. Save som e o f  the charge for a rellash or, better >et, carry a spare 
extinguisher.

lixlinyuisliciiinufic 
must indicate fullness.

Extinguishers 
without gauges 
must be weighed 
and lagged 
everysix 
mouths.

Read the label 
htr servicing 
requirements.
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Personal Flotation Devices (PFDS)
B y law, all boats must carry at least one Coast Guard approved personal 

llotation d ev ice  for every person aboard. Such d ev ices must be in serviceab le  
condition. T hey must not have any rips, tears, or broken straps. A ll d ev ices  
must be kept readily available for use in an em ergency situation.

Note: Personal llotation devices in a plastic bag or in a storage compart­

ment are not considered readily available.

Everyone on board boats in A laska should wear personal llotation d ev ices  
at all tim es. A ll d ev ices must be o f  a suitable size . Adult d ev ices do not satisfy  
legal requirem ents for children just as children's d ev ices do not m eet llotation  
requirem ents for adults.

The Alaska State O ffice  o f  B oating Safety  highly recom m ends testing your 
PFD s before using them . This provides the opportunity to evaluate your PFD s 
and increases your con fid en ce prior to an actual em ergency.

Buoyancy
B uoyancy is the upward force that water exerts on an object less dense  

than water. An adult human, 011 average, is sligh lly  more dense than water and 
“w eighs” about 10 lbs. in water. That m eans you w eigh 10 lbs. more than the 
water your body disp laces. W earing a PFD overcom es this negative buoyancy, 
helping you float w ith far less effort.

C ho o s in g a PFD
T he follow ing chart describes the “types” o f  PFD s available, their relative 

buoyancy, and their advantages and disadvantages.
R em em ber that a PFD with less than 20  lbs. o f  buoyancy is not adequate 

for breath control in rough seas.
N o one PFD is perfectly suited for all situations.

Type Type II Type III
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R E P A R A T I O N

Type B u o y a n c y C om m e n ts

1
“ O ffsh o re”

22  lbs. 
m in .

In ten d ed  for u se o ff-sh o re , in  op en  or  coasta l 
w aters, or  p o ten tia lly  rough seas w here q u ick  
rescu e m ay not be likely. Very good  buoyancy. 
M od era te  ex p en se . T ends to float an  
u n co n sc io u s p erson  face up. U n com fortab le . 
Very little  h yp oth erm ia  p rotection .

II
“ N ear

S h o re”

15.5 lbs. 
m in .

D esign ed  for gen era l b oa tin g  activ ities. S u itab le  
for protected  areas w here rough  w ater  is not 
likely o r  for ac tiv itie s  w h ere  q u ick  rescu e is 
availab le . In ex p en s iv e .T en d s to floa t a p erson  
face  up. Very little  h yp oth erm ia  p rotection .

III
“ F lo ta tion

A id ”

15.5 lbs. 
m in .

In ten d ed  for gen era l b oa tin g  a c tiv itc s  or  
sp ec ia lized  ac tiv itie s  su ch  as ca n o e in g , sk iin g , 
o r  fish in g  d u e  to th e  freed om  o f  m ovem en t it 
allow s. S u ita b le  for protected  areas w here  
rough  w ater  is not likely  or  w h ere  q u ick  rescue  
is likely. C o m fo rta b le . M ore exp en sive . S o m e  
h yp oth erm ia  p ro tection .

IV
T h row ab le”

16.5 lb s. 
m in .

In ten d ed  to be throw n to  a person  w h o is in the  
w ater. O f  no use  to  an u n co n sc io u s or  
ex h a u sted  p erson . N o h yp oth erm ia  p rotection .

V
R estr icted

U se

V aries

D esign ed  and  approved  for sp ec ific , restr icted  
uses or  a ctiv ities . M ust actu a lly  be w orn  to  
cou n t legally  as a P FD . Follow in stru ctio n s on  
lab e ls  carefu lly . E xp en sive . H yp oth erm ia  
p rotection  fair.

V
In fla tab le

22 lb s. 
In fla ted

N ot for person s u n d er  90  lbs. M ech an ism  
d ep en d en t, not as re liab le  as o th er  P F D s. M u st  
lie w orn  to  cou n t lega lly  as P FD . Very  
co m fo rta b le . E xp en sive . N o h yp oth erm ia  
protection .

T h e  b e s t P F D ?  I t 's  th e  o n e  y o u  w ea r .1
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Lighting
Boats must display running lights betw een sunset and sunrise, and during 

periods o f  restricted visibility. A  sailboat operating under pow er or under power 
and sail must d isp lay the proper lights for a powerboat.

This section  describes the inland and international light requirem ents for 
boats under 20  meters (65 feet 7 inches). In m any cases, the lights prescribed for 
a particular boat arc the sam e under both rules. A ny excep tions arc noted.

P o w e r -D r iv e n  B o a t s

CO LO R
CO D E

W=Wliite
R=Red
G~(lrecn

In inland and international waters, a pow er-driven boat shall exhibit 
navigation lights as show n in I. V essels less than 12 meters (3 9  feet 4  inches) 
m ay show  the lights show n in I or 2. In international waters, a pow er-driven boat 
o f  less than 7 meters (23 feet) in length w hose m axim um  speed cannot exceed  7 
knots may exhibit an all-round w hite light and if  practicable, a lso exhibit side 
lights.

S a i lb o a t s  a n d  B o a t s  U n d e r  O a r s
A sailboat under 

m achinery pow er and sail 
is considered a power- 
driven boat.

Sailboats under sail 
alone must exhibit 
navigation lights show n in 
3 ,4 ,  or 5. A sailboat o f  
less than 7 meters (23 feet) in length may carry an electric torch or lighted lantern 
show ing  a w hite light w hich shall be exhibited in sufficient time to prevent 
collision  (see 6c).

A boat under oars m ay (a) display those lights prescribed for sailboats or 
(b) have ready at hand an electric torch or lighted lantern show ing a w hite light 
w hich shall be exhibited in sufficient tim e to prevent co llis ion  (see 6).

12



Ancho r Lights
Power-driven boats and sailboats at anchor 

must display anchor lights. A n anchor light is an 
all-round w hite light v is ib le  for2  m iles and 
exh ib ited  forward w here it can best be seen.

V essels less than 7 m eters (23 feet) are not 
required to disp lay anchor lights unless anchored  
in or near a narrow channel, fairway, or anchorage, 
or w here other v esse ls  norm ally navigate.

A nchor lights are not required on v esse ls  less than 2 0  m eters anchored in a 
special anchorage designated by the Secretary o f  Transportation.

Day S h a p e s
V essels under sail a lso  being propelled by m achinery  

must exhibit forward, w here it can best be seen , a conical 
shape, apex dow n (see  figure 7). V essels less than 12 meters 
are not required to exhibit the day shape in inland waters.

Ventilation (Fuel Vapors)
A ny boat using a fuel with a flashpoint o f  11 degrees or less (gaso line, but 

not d iesel) that has any en closed  engine or fuel tank spaces (not open to the 
atm osphere) must have an effic ien t ventilation system  to disperse exp losive  
g a ses .

Natural ventilation consists o f  at least tw o ventilation ducts litled with 
co w ls or their equivalent. At least one exhaust duct extending lo the low er  
portion o f  the bilge and at least one intake (supply) duct extending to a point 
m idw ay to the bilge or at least b elow  the level o f  the carburetor air intake is 
required.

Boats built after July 31 ,1 0 X 0 , are required lo  have pow ered ventilation  
(exhaust blow er) for engine com partm ents that are not open to the atm osphere.

Such boats are required to display a w arning label such as this: "Warning - 
Gasoline vapors can explode. Before starting engine operate blower Jb r 4 
minutes and check engine compartment bilge Jb r gasoline vapors. Gas vapors 
contained in an enclosed space make a boat a potential bomb wailing to go 
o(l!"

N ote: C heck the galley! Butane and propane are even m ore dangerous 
that gasoline. H eavier than air, they flow rapidly into the low er part o f  the boat 
and arc extrem ely difficult to rem ove. Il’you cook  with a liquid petroleum  gas 
such as propane or butane, be sure the fuel tank enclosure is properly vented.

For additional equipm ent recom m endations, see  the I’re-D ep artu re  
C h eck lis t.
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PRE-DEPARTURE CHECKLIST
A laska boaters arc often a long w ay from help. That m eans w e must be as 

self-su ffic ien t as possible. Adequate pre-departure preparation w ill insure you  
are able to prevent or resolve many com m on problem s. You w ill a lso  be better 
prepared to assist other boaters.

A lw ays com plete a pre-departure checklist.

Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs)
• Carefully inspected, properly sized and lilted, and worn by each  

person. T hey should also be thoroughly inspected and tested in the water when  
new, and at the beginning o f  each field  season thereafter.

• Type IV with attached floating (1/4" min. diam .) poly line, readily 

accessib le , with other end secured to the vessel.

• Survival (im m ersion) suits inspected. Zippers adequately w axed, and 

unzipped in dow n position.

Signals
• I lorn (or w histle) operational, capable o f  a 4  second blast, audible for 

m ile. Ifair horn, have a spare can o f  air,

• Required num ber o f  day and night signal devices. Make sure pyrotech­

nics have current dates and are packed in tin easily  accessib le w aterproof 
container.

•  EPIRB (E m ergency Position Indicating Radio B eacon) working and 

battery current.

Fire Extinguishers
• Eire cxtinguishcr(s) w ith gauge, corrosion free, clear nozzles, EUL.LY 

Cl IARC3EP.

• Secured in a horizontal position in a readily accessib le location, but 

NOT where fire is likely to occur.

• Secure m ounts anil brackets.

Fuel and Oil
• Tanks topped off. Adequate fuel for trip. “ Rule o f  Thirds" = 1/3 out,

1/3 back. I/3 spare - see M 'E I.IM * .

• Fuel filter, tanks, tank vents, fuel lines and fittings inspected for leaks, 

cracks, c logs, and water/dirt contam ination.

• Engine oil topped o f f  and/or proper fuel/oil mixture checked.
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P R E P A R A T I O N

Bilges
• S n if f  lest around the en g in e and b ilge areas for fuel leaks or vapors 

before ventilating. If detected, stop and search for the source.

•  B low er operated/ventilated Ibr5 m in. B efore starting engin es, sn if f  test 
done again. If odor detected after ventilating, stop again and search for source.

• B ilge reasonably dry.

• Oil or w aste cleaned up to prevent an illegal discharge.

• B ilge pum ps start, run, and shut o f f  properly.

Main and Auxiliary Engines
• B elts, hoses, and fittings checked.

- C heck/clean seaw ater strainer and check  coolant level ( inboard). Check
water pump operation - “tcldalc” water stream (outboard).

• Props and low er units inspected.

• Check en gine(s) secure 011 transom - clam ps or bolt nuts tight, secure,
tighten i f  necessary and w ire clam ps together.

• Start /  warm -up aN en g in es for 5 m inutes - m onitor gauges, and check  

fuel and coo lin g  system s for leaks.

• Test forward and reverse gears, steering, and em ergency cut o il 
sw itches.

Electrical / Electi onics
• Battery sw itc  ies operational and in proper positions.

• Volt meters confirm  proper charging voltage.

• Batteries fully charged and have proper electrolyte level.

• Battery terminal connection s tight, and with no corrosion.

• Batteries encased  in p lastic boxes w ith term inals covered , secured with  

a strap.

• Spare batteries for battery pow ered accessories (ce ll phone, hand held  

radio, flashlight), or auxiliary accessories w ith separate pow er sources.

•  Running and anchor lights checked  and w orking.

• Spare bulbs for lights and spare fuses for till circuits.

• Electric b ilge pumps start, run, and shut o f f  properly.

• Jumper cab les ( i f  more than one battery).

• All gauges operational.

• A ll electronic d ev ices operational (cell phone, radios. G PS. lorun. chart 
plotter, radar, depth finder).
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P R E P A R A T I O N

Dock Lines and Ground Tackle
• Main and auxiliary anchors, each w ith chain and line. At least one  

anchor attached to an anchor line and ready.

• K nife and shackle key (or w rench) readily accessib le .

• Sea anchor, with 200' line.

• Four dock lines, and tw o or three spare.

• A ll dock and anchor lines inspected  for ch a fin g  and wear.

• Two (or m ore) fenders.

Other Equipment, Tools, and Spare Parts
•  T ools - adequate and in good  condition , including fuel filter wrench, 

adjustable w renches, screw  drivers, open end w rench set, pliers, spark plug  
w rench, electrical repair kit, locking pliers.

• M anual bailing dev ice.

• Sunglasses or g o g g les .

• Hearing protection.

• O w ner’s manual and a troubleshooting or repair manual.

• Foot pump, and fabric repair materials (inflatables).

• First aid kit and prescription m ed icines in w aterproof container.

• Personal survival kit - 011 your person .

• Watch or sm all clock .

• M anual propulsion (such as oars or paddles).

• C om pass w ith headings list.

• Signal mirror.

• Flashlight.

• Soundings marked on oar, sounding pole, or a line.

• Water and food, tarp or tent, fire m aking materials, and spare cloth ing, 

in case o f  an overnight.

• Inflatable raft or d inghy (larger boats).

• Fuel additive for w ater/condensation.

• T ide book.

• Chart(s)

• Spare parts, appropriate for the vessel such as right size  prop, prop nut 
and thrust washer, shear pins, spark plugs, various sized  hose clam ps, starter 
rope, fuses, bailing w ire, fuel filter, duct tape, drain p lugs, light bulbs, spare 
ignition and lock keys, water pump kit.
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P R E P A R A T I O N

Documentation
• Vessel registration certificate, number and decals (or copy o f  vessel 

documentation). See R K f "ST R A T IO N .

• L icenses and permits (m oorage stickers, fishing license).

• Log book checked (and last few  entries read, i f  boat has m ultiple 

operators),

Trip Planning
• File a float p la n -s e e  FLO AT P L A N .

•  D evelop  an alternate plan. You will be less likely to “ risk it” later if  

problem s d evelop  or conditions deteriorate.

• Weather checked - see W F.ATII F.R & T l DLS.

• C onsult tide tables and charts for p ossib le  hazards. C heck depth, rocks 

and aids lo navigation along travel route.

• Is ev e ’yonc properly dressed? A m ovin g  boat, even on a n ice day, 

m akes its own ‘weather.” Three hours o f  exposure to wind, sun, glare, vibration  
and noise doubles reaction tim e and reduces visual acuity by up to 75% . Carry 
rain gear.

•  Make a G o/N o  Go determ ination based on the results o f  your pre- 

departure check list and weather check.

Passenger Briefing
•  Passengers should know  the trip plan, and the alternate plan in case  o f  

problem s or delays.

• Mow to start, shift gears, steer, and slop  the boat.

• How  to use radios/phones.

• Adequate cloth ing worn.

• Location o f  and how to use PFD s, survival suits, lire extinguishers, 

signal dev ices , EPIRI3, rescue d ev ices , survival kit. tool kit, and lirst aid kit.

• Passengers should have practiced putting 011 a survival suit on deck ( i f  

vessel so  equipped).

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE
M echanical breakdown is the m ost com m on boating problem , (m ost often  

caused by inadequate or contam inated fuel, a poorly m aintained electrical/ 
ignition system , or a bad water pump). Keep your boat clean, organized and w ell
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maintained. Follow  m aintenance schedules in the ow ner’s manual and keep boat 
m aintenance records up to date and organized.

WEATHER & TfiOES
Before you  begin your trip, a lw ays check local w eather and current w eather 

conditions. For detailed weather inform ation, listen to the National Weather 
Service VI IF/FM broadcasts on frequencies o f  1 6 2 .4 0 0 ,1 6 2 .4 2 5 ,1 6 2 .4 7 5  and 
162.550  MHz in areas w here available.

Storm warning flags arc d isplayed at selected  coastal locations such as 
Coast Guard stations, and harbors.
T hese signals are a prediction o f  
potentially dangerous w ind  or, in 
the case o f  sm all craft w arnings, 
w inds and seas dangerous lo sm all 
boats. Boaters should know  these  
signals and heed their w arnings.

If boating in salt water, 
alw ays carry and use a tide book.
Tidal currents can be very strong in 

som e areas o f  A laska, causing  
dangerous “rips” o f  standing  
w aves. It is usually better to wait 
for the “slack" betw een the 
changes in current direction.

FUELING
M ost fires and exp los ion s happen during or after fueling. To prevent an 

accident, fo llow  these rules:
1. Fuel before dark.
2. Do not sm oke or strike m atches.
3. Shut o ffm o to rs. Turn o f f  electrical equipm ent.
4. C lose till w in d ow s, doors, and openings.
5. Take portable tanks out o f  the boat and fill them on the dock.
6. Keep the fill n ozz le  in contact w ith the tank.
7. Wipe up any sp illed  gasoline. Discard the ciolh  in a safe manner.
5. Ventilate for at least five m inutes. S n iff  around to make sure there is no 

odor o f  gaso lin e  anyw here in the boat. During pre-departure checks, 
cheek the entire fuel system  for leaks.

6. Secure and co v er  battery to prevent term inals from shorting and 
sparking fuel vapors.

W EATI1LR DISPLAYS

Daytime
Signals

Night
Signals

■ m p ...

SMAI.I. C‘RAI'1 
Wmtls21 (<■

33 knots

GAI.I: 
Winds 34 
l«. 47 knots

STORM 
WiriU4X knots 

or greater
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FLOAT PLAN
A lw ays file  a float plan with a fam ily mem ber, friend, or neighbor. T hen, if  

you d on ’t return as planned, help can be notified. The float plan should provide  
rescue personnel with important inform ation including a description o f  your boat 
registration numbers, number o f  passengers, w here you arc go in g , and w hen to 
expect your return. Passengers should also  inform friends or fam ily w here they 
are go in g  and w hen to expect their return.

B e sure to notify the sam e people w hen you  return, so  the float plan can 
be “closed  out" and an unnecessary and costly  search avoided.

BOAT CAPACITY & LOADING
The total w eight o f  passengers, supplies, and motor should not exceed  the 

capacity plate lim itations. If you d on ’t have a capacity plate, use the fo llow ing  
formula to determ ine the number o f  persons the boat w ill safely  carry.

Boat Length in Feet x Boat Width in Feet _  Number of Persons 15
The results g ive  the number o f  persons (ISO lb. average) that can be put 

aboard without crow ding in good weather conditions.
It is the operators responsibility lo insure that supplies are carefully  

loaded and all passengers are properly seated. Remember:
1. Spread weight evenly.
2. Fasten gear to prevent shifting.
3. Keep passengers seated.
4. D o not overload.

LAUNCHING
The fo llow ing  tips arc offered to assist you w hen launching your boat.
1. C heck to m ake sure engine or the hull w as not dam aged during the trip.
2. Check the ramp for hazards or obstructions.
3. A ll passengers should be out o f  the veh icle.
4. R em ove all tie down straps that are securing the boat to the trailer.
5. Tilt engines up. disengage travel brackets or remove transom saver.
6. C heck to make sure the ball hitch and safety chains are secure.
7. Check transom plug/s are in.
8. Check w inch line and bow safety cab le are secure,
9. U nplug w ire harness.
It). Prepare w heel chocks - keep at the ready.
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11. Unlock all veh icle  doors.
12. Unfasten scat belt.
I3 .0 n e  person acts as lookout and is ready w ith chocks.
14. Boat backed in just until it floats or can easily  be pushed o f f  o f  trailer. If  

possib le, do not im m erse rear w h eels o f  veh icle.
15. Put truck in first gear, or park, and put on parking brake.
16. P lace chocks.
17. B ow  line secured or handed \o  assistant, and the w inch cab le and b ow  

safety  cable rem oved.
18. Boat guided o f f  o f  trailer and secured to dock, or guided up to shore.
Practice backing your boat and trailer until you are proficient. A ramp is

not the place to learn how to back a trailer.

Be cou rteou s. T h e less  tim e you  spend  on the ram p or  at the d ock  the  
m ore other boaters w ill appreciate  you .

TRAILERS
Alaska law requires that boat trailers be registered.
Boat trailers are also subject to the lighting requirem ents o f  T itle 13 o f  the 

A laska A dm inistrative C ode. Check your lights before traveling.
B ooster brakes are best with heavy boats. T he driver o f  the tow ing veh ic le  

must be able to sa fe ly  stop in a reasonable distance. Check the function o f  the 
brakes on flat ground before traveling. A llow  more tim e and distance for braking 
w h ile  tow ing.

Before tow ing  consider: D oes your veh ic le  have adquate pow er? Is the 
transm ission capable o f  tow ing? A re adquate coo lin g  system s installed?

A dequate tie-dow ns arc necessary at the bow  and stern.
Bum per hitches are not recom m ended. H itches should be w elded  or bolted  

to the frame o f  the tow ing veh icle .
The tow  bar and coup ler must be the sam e size. Tow ball and fasteners 

should be tight and secure. Two safety  chains crossed under the coupler  
prevent the trailer tongue from  dropping to the ground in the event the tow  bar 
or coup lin g  d evice fails. T he chains must have a tensile  strength equal to the 
w eight o f  the trailer, and adequate length to permit turning o f  the veh icle . T he tip 
o f  the chain hook should  face the veh ic le , not the boat.

Check overhead and side clearances. P lace antennas in dow n position.
C heck the tires, spare and w heel bearings before and after each use. Stop  

periodically  and check the bearings for overheating.
Rinse the trailer with fresh water fo llow in g  salt water im m ersion.
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THEFT PREVENTION
N ationw ide, vessel theft Itas becom e big business. To help defend you  

from thieves, fo llow  these tips:
1. Take loose gear and valuables w ith you  w hen you leave the boat.

2. Secure your outboard motor to the boat with a padlock through the two  
holes in the thum bscrews.

3. Padlock all hatches and storage com partm ents. U se hasps that have 
concealed  screw s (dead bolts provide better security w here usable).

4. Secure your trailer to your veh ic le  w ith a chain and lock. Im m obilize the 
trailer by rem oving a trailer w heel and/or blocking up frame.

5. Mark and record your property. Record all serial numbers and store the 
list in a safe place. U se a v ideo camera to record your boat, trailer, registration, 
and equipm ent.

6. Be alert to strangers in the area.
7. Install an audible alarm.

Be Cool, Not Cold!
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UNDERWAY

OPERATING TIPS
• D o not run at full throttle. K eep  just enough  speed  to keep "on step.”’ 

I’his is called “cruising speed." It is easier on the en g in e, and greatly im proves 
fuel econ om y (without sacrific ing m uch speed).

• O bey navigation rules and w aterw ay markers.

• Proceed slow ly  in shallow  water and w atch w ater depth carefully.

• Maintain a clear, unobstructed v iew  forward at all tim es. “S ean ” the 
water back and forth; avoid “ tunnel” v ision . M ost boating co llis io n s arc caused  
by inattention.

• R espect sm all boat instability.

• Avoid rough water - wait until conditions im prove.

• If you  get caught in rough weather, proceed to the nearest protected  

area. Run into the w ind, and “tack” back and forth at 45° - 85° angle to the 
w aves. Travel d istance w ill be doubled , so  m ake sure you have adequate fuel.

• Wind and w aves are often w orse in the m idd le o f  an inlet, when  

rounding a point, and at the mouth o f  a bay w here w ind  current and seas co llide.

• You can improve vessel stability  by ask in g  passengers to sit low. on the

floor.

• I f  you lo se  propulsion, on e option is u sing  a “sea anchor" to keep the 

bow  into the w aves. A p lastic bucket w ith a hole in (he bottom  tied by a line to 
the bow w ill work.

• U ccom e proficient with basic b oaters knots including the howdine. 

figure S. cleat hitch, and anchor bend.

• A lw ays fasten the em ergency cut o f f  cab le  lo  you . esp ecia lly  w hen  

operating an open sk iff  or personal w'atercraft.

•  D o not stand w h ile  operating unless the boat is rigged for that type o f  

operation.

• N ever begin a trip with con d ition s at the limit o f  you; experience.

A lw avs leave a com fort margin.
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AIDS TO NAVIGATION
N avigational aids and w aterw ay markers are like traffic signs. T hey are 

placed at various points along our w aterw ays to help boaters locate their 
position and steer clear o f  hazards in sp ecia lly  designated areas.

All navigational aids and w aterway markers are protected by law. It is a 
crim inal offense lo dam age or interfere w ith them. N ever tic your boat to a buoy, 
day beacon, or light structure m ooring. I f you  should co llid e w ith or dam age an 
aid to navigation, report it im m ediately  to the C oast Guard or local law en force­
ment office.

I N L A N D  W A T E R W A Y  M A R K E R  S Y S T E M

IIOA IS KKI'I' Oll'l 
l splanalloimu.iy be placed 
Hillside (lie cios.se ddiumond 
sli.tpc snJi us tJ.im. i upitls. 
\u mi atea

( ON I ROM I I) ARIA 
lypeufcuituol is indicated 
willlin the circle Midi us 
5mpli.noanclinring

DANtil.U
I lie nature of the dancer may be 
indicated by words inside die 
diamou dshape, such .is shoal, 
reef, wreck, dam

INI OKMAI ION 
101 display mp oKuial 
Information such us 
tlircclions, distances, 
location

Murker oil 
pilmp

Maikernn special 
purpose buoy

Mtnirine
buoy

z .

C O A ST G U A R D  C H A N N E L  M A RK ER S

Marks left side o f Channel M urks right s id c o f l hannel

When returning from main water body 
or proceeding upstream
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MAINCHANNI

NUN HL'OV :
Coloring red. u ith cscn num- 
her (lease lo starboard) 
Secondary channel stalls new 
numbering system

CAN III OYS A 5 7 
Coloring preen, odd number 
me fcawng Inward licjd of 
navigation (lease to psiti)

NUN IH «»Y-»Coloiing red wiih cs en number 
Numkn mtrcasing inward head 
ol n.isigalioii (lease lo stnihnaid)

iKdiriDwmsriLiicwi
iirccn in tolot, odd number, preen 
ligRreyular of quick Ihdunp (leascio poll proceeding 
uptiieami

(Weeding toward 
ruMpalnn Irom 
Ncjwaitl

MIDI HANM I.UKJV 
\o number, ml and while vertical 
-It ipes (should he passed close lo. 
ooeithcrside) liphl whitcwoh 
\|i*r« A llashe*

HI I) AND (ml l:N 
ll'icfened Channel) lluoy 
Topmost band icd. preferred 
channel is lo led of buoy; no 
number

S E C O N D A R Y
CHANNELC ' CHANNEL i

\  j f t ,  . s l l

LKiifTin mcrif.
KeJ in color, with even number, red 

j  light, quick flashing ((0 Hashes per 
II minute). Lease to starNuid when 
I proceeding lowaid head of 

njs ipalmn (upstream).

ii(iiim>miLiu:ov:
Rfil in coli< w iih rsen number, 
red light, regular llaslimp inoi 
more ihan hi Hashes per nunuir) 
or quick llashmp (fO flashes per 
minute) I ease lo c!.u board when 
ptoc ceding toward head»»f 
nasipaiinniupsiicaini

IM S M B

FEDERAL CHANNEL MARKER 
SYSTEM
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RULES OF THE ROAD
To help everyone avoid co llis io n s, the fo llow ing rules o f  the road apply. 

On the water, the stand-on boat has the right o f  way. The g ive-w ay  boat must 
keep out o f  the stand-on boat’s way.

C r o s s i n g  S i t u a t i o n

The boat to starboard (right) is the “stand-on” boat and has the right o f  
way. It must hold course and speed . T he g ive-w ay boat keeps clear and passes 
behind the stand-on boat.

1 short blast 
(Iscc.)

G i v e - W a y ^ p /  

Vessel '
Danger/.one 

IOpoints.1 12.5

I short blast 
(I.see.)

S tand -O n  
Vessel

O v e r t a k i n g

A boat being overtaken has the right o f  way. It must hold course and 
speed. T he passing boat must keep  a sufficient distance to avoid co llis ion  or 
endangering the other boat with its wake. If passing, be prepared to use a sound  
signal lo indicate your intentions.

2 short blasts 
(Iscc.)

/ f t

a
Stand-On

V e ssel
O vertaken

■ I short blast

a
*

2.short blasts 
(Iscc.)

G iv e -W a y
Vessel

Overtaking

I short blast 
(Iscc,)
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U N D E R W A Y

M e e t i n g  H e a d - O n  o r  N e a r l y  S o

W hen tw o boats approach each other “head-on,” each m ust alter course to 
the right to avoid co llision . 11* the two boats are far to the left o f  each other, no 
change in course is necessary.

I sh ort b la st( Is c c .)

f H P > ■ ■ ■ « ■ ►
I short blast ( I  sec.)

((M )j': .-Ty "■■■■■■■► 2 short blasts (I see.)
2 sh ort b lasts! I see.)

M o r e  R u l e s  o f  t h e  R o a d

• Less m aneuverable boats such as sailboats, rowboats, and canoes  

usually have right o f  w ay over pow erboats, except in an overtaking situation.

• Small boats must yield  lo  deep draft v esse ls  in narrow channels. D eep  

draft vesse ls  are lim ited in m aneuverability and to navigating w ithin the channel.

•  A nchoring a boat in a position that obstructs a p assagew ay ordinarily 
used by other boats is against the law.

P r o p e r  L o o k  O u t

Boat operators should be know ledgeable enough to recognize lights, 
w aterway markers and boats as w ell as other hazards, and maintain a proper look 
out for danger at all tim es, but especially  during tim es o f  restricted visibility.

S a f e  S p e e d

Boat operators must maintain a safe speed  at all tim es to avoid co llis ion . 
Safe speed takes into consideration such factors as visibility, traffic, weather 
conditions, water depth, and vessel maneuverability.

A n c h o r i n g

To anchor, bring the bow  into the wind or current and put the engine in 
neutral. W hen the vessel com es to a stop, lower, do not throw, the anchor over 
the bow. The anchor line should be at least 7 tim es longer than the depth o f

4 ■ »  * short blast 
”  (Iscc.)

@ § § ^ > ■ ♦ ♦ ■ < — 1 1 !

I short blast in a  
(Iscc.)
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water.
A nchoring a sm all boat at the stern lias caused m any to sw am p, capsize  

and sink. N ever anchor at the stern.
Pull low er units out o f  the water to prevent w rapping the anchor line 

around them.
Avoid leaving a boat on its ow n anchor unattended. Current, w ind and 

w ave conditions m ay change, and can cau se  an anchor to foul or drag. Maintain 
an anchor watch.

If the boat is sm all, consider taking the boat up the beach (beyond  the high  
water line) and securing it. Other options include using  designated m ooring  
buoys, or setting up a “running line” (w ith a safety line) to the shore.

Select the right anchor for the bottom  conditions.

EMERGENCIES
(C aution: T h ese  procedures m ay  not app ly  in all situations.)

S u r v i v i n g  C o l d  W a t e r

Be Prepared
B eing prepared for boating in A laska m eans a lw ays w earing a PFD  

(personal llotation d ev ice). Trying to put your PFD on after you  find y ou rse lf in  
the water is very difficult. Equip your PFD with item s that w ill attract attention. 
R eflective tape and a Hashing light, secured high on your PFD, w ill m ake you  
more visible. Carrying sm all aerial flares, sm oke canisters, and a plastic w histle  
can also  help draw the attention o f  passing boats or rescue personnel.

PFD s d o n ’t a lw ays work the  
sam e w ay on all people. It is a lw ays a 
good  idea lo test your PFD before you 
take it boating and at the start o f  each  
boating season. T his w ill help you  
evaluate its perform ance, and w ill build 
your confidence.

Drugs or a lcoh o lic  beverages should never be consum ed w h ile  boating. 
Intoxicants impair critical lifcsaving  d ecision s and contrary to popular belief, 
alcohol w ill not warm a person. In fact, alcohol d ilates b lood vesse ls and 
increases heat loss.

K now ledge o f  em ergency procedures and survival techniques w ill g iv e  
you  confidence. B eing prepared, m aintaining a positive attitude, and rem aining  
calm  in an em ergency can be the d ifference betw een life and death.

Being prepared for 
boating in Alaska means 
always wearing a PFD!
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U N D E R W A Y

Effects of Cold Water Immersion
Nearly all water in A laska is considered “co ld .” C old w ater im m ersion can 

cause im m ediate problem s including disorientation, u nconsciousness, and 
occasionally, heart attack. I f  your plunge is sudden, co ld  water shock can trigger 
hyperventilation or a gasp reflex. Either can be fatal i f  your face is under water.

Water transfers heat 25 tim es faster than air. In just a lew  m inutes, self- 
rescue b ecom es difficult, as your extrem ities are quickly numbed by the cold.
Your hands w ill have trouble hold ing a lifejack et, rescue line, floating object, or 
overturned boat. W ithin a few  m inutes, severe hypotherm ia sets in and uncon­
sciousness quickly fo llow s.

Hypothermia
Hypothermia is the low ering o f  the body core temperature. U nconscious­

ness can occur when your core temperature drops below  90°F. Death usually  
occurs at approxim ately 80°F, though m ost v ictim s o f  im m ersion hypothermia d ie  
by drowning.

Hypothermia Prevention
Obviously, the best way to prevent im m ersion hypotherm ia is to avoid  

im m ersion in the first place. I f  you suddenly end up in the water, however, every  
effort should be made to get out o f  the water, or at least slow  your coo lin g  rate. 
Techniques that w ill increase your survival tim e take into account the follow ing:

• Your body co o ls  25 tim es faster in co ld  water than in co ld  air.

• Heat loss is increased through m ovem ent.

• Most heat is lost through the head and neck area.

•  Other major areas o f  heat loss are sid es o f  the chest and the groin area.

I f  you fall into cold  water, do not panic. A ir trapped in cloth ing and
footwear w ill provide significant buoyancy as long as you  remain still in the 
water. Do not rem ove your clo th es or shoes, they provide added thermal 
protection. If your boat capsizes, try to right it and clim b back in. i f  this is not 
possib le , clim b 011 top o f  your boat, getting as far out o f  the water as possib le. If 
you cannot gel out o f  the water, use the “ help” and/or “huddle” p ositions, and at 
least keep your head and neck out o f  the water. Even i f  the air is colder than the 
water, it is better to get out o f  co ld  water.

“Help” and “Huddle”
T he “I leal Escape L essening Posture” (H E L P) is on ly  possib le w hen  

w earing a personal llotation d ev ice . I lo ld  the inner side o f  your arms tightly  
against the sid es o f  your chest, press your thighs together, cross your feet and 
raise your knees to your chest and keep as still as you can. Life jackets w ith their
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U N D E R W A Y

flotation high on the body arc best for 
this technique. PFDs w ith even ly  
distributed flotation m ay cause som e  
instability. I f  that happens, lower your 
legs a little but keep them  together.

Sm all groups should form a tight 
“ huddle” so bodies work together to 
protect high heat loss areas. Sm all children  
and injured or unconscious persons can be 
placed in the center o f  the huddle, to be 
supported by one group.

Huddle position
Swimming

Sw im m ing in cold water w ill not keep you warm. You may feel warmer, but 
you actually lose over30%  more heat sw im m ing than rem aining still. In cold  
water, safety alw ays looks closer than it is. Sw im m ing to safety is only recom ­
m ended i f  you are very c lo se  to shore or another boat and you are absolutely  
sure o f  m aking it. W earing a PFD in this situation can m ake the difference  
betw een life and death,

I f  you  ch ose to sw im , you reduce your survival tim e in the water. I f  you  
must sw im , use survival sw im m in g techniques:

• Keep your head up and out o f  the water.

• Stay on your back.

• Keep your upper arms c lo se  to your chest, using on ly  your forearms.

• Keep legs bent, use a flipper kick i f  necessary,

0 Stay calm  and conserve your energy.

• U se floating objects to help you.

• Sw im  slow ly  and calm ly to safety.

Hypothermia Treatment
A person w ho has been in the water for even  a few  m inutes is probably  

suffering from som e degree o f  hypotherm ia. T he main concerns in treating cold  
water im m ersion and hypotherm ia arc preventing further heal lo ss and obtaining  
m edical help quickly. D uring rescue, great care should be taken to ensure that 
the victim  avoids physical exertion, trauma, and go in g  from a horizontal to
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vortical position. Handle the victim  gently. Jarring the victim  might adversely  
affect the v ictim ’s heart rhythm. G ive  nothing by mouth i f  the victim  is in an 
altered stale o f  consciousn ess. Do not g ive  the victim  alcohol. Seek m edical 
help at on ce.

A victim  found unconscious floating face dow n in or under co ld  water 
m ay be a victim  o f  cold  w ater near-drowning. B lue skin coloration, no detectable 
breathing, no apparent heartbeat or pulse, and fully dilated pupils are typical 
sym ptom s, This does not necessarily  mean the victim  is dead. Immediate and 
continuous CPR m ay save an indiv idual in tnis situation.

All A laskan boaters should maintain current CPR and first aid certification.

P e r s o n  O v e r b o a r d

If som eone fa lls overboard:
1. S w ing  the stern o f  the boat aw ay from the person to reduce propeller 

danger.
2. Throw  a lifesav in g  d evice or other floating object to the victim  im m edi­

ately, even if lltc  person is a swim m er. Be careful not to hit the person. A life ring 
is best because it is designed for this purpose, but do not wait to get a life ring if  
another item  is closer at hand. Speed is m ost important.

3. K eep the person in view. Have a passenger act as a lookout. At night, 
direct the best possib le  light on the victim . D o not lose sight o f  the victim .

4. Approach the person from dow nw ind or dow nstream . The m aneuver to 
use in approaching a person depends upon the ex isting  conditions (w ater  
temperature, water conditions, v ic tim ’s physical capabilities, whether you  are 
alone, availability o f  other ready assistance, boat m aneuvering room)

3. Reach for the person with an oar or paddle. I f  the person is too far 
away, throw them a Type IV PFD, w ith  a floating line, and tow the person to you, 
D o not tzo in the water unless it is a last resort and von are w earing a PFD .

b. A ssist the person in boarding the boat. It is often difficult to clim b into 
a boat from the water, and the individual w ho is hurt or cold may not be capable 
o f  getting on board without help. In sm all boats, the w eight o f  a person sus-



ponded from the side can be enough to tip the boat and cause it to take in water. 
The best procedure for getting back in a sm all boat is over the stern or bow. 
depending on the boat’s construction. C om m on sense dictates that tin propeller 
be slopped w hen pulling a victim  in over the stem .

7. Treat for hypothermia.

•'i

Pets go overboard too!

R e c o g n i z e d  D i s t r e s s  S i g n a l s

Signals illustrated below  are recognized as indicate that a boat is in distress 
and requires assistance, i lowever, other m ethods may be used.

w.vvi iRMSSttnvnt I'AND DOWS'
U \A|
OKAStii 11 Ali

Sot NDllokVllll I.Ok SI I Oil OKANi.l
wills III kli'l All I >1Y ( Ol OKI OnMuM. SKiS-M

I S|.Id nillM kl I 
OKI! \KI M \ll\lAU>\\" 

oSkADlo
III INK 11 AMI! bill I ok 
Will 11! 114*111- S 11S
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MORE COURTESY / LESS  
REGULATION

Eliminate con flic ts  by using som e sim p le courtesy. The fo llow in g  courtesy  
code is recom m ended for all boaters. Remember:

1. W hen launching and loading boats, avoid  b lock ing ramps and docks 
when others are w aiting to use the facility.

2. Watch your w ake, particularly w hen operating near docks, floating  
hom es, m oorages, and ramps. You are responsib le for your wake.

3. Be alert for sw im m ers, w ater skiers, s lo w  m oving  boats and personal 
watercraft.

4. When launching or m ooring a boat on private properly, ask the ow ner’s 
permission.

5. Avoid operating continuously on water near private properly,
6. Avoid spraying peop le w ith je t  or watcr-ski wake.
7. G ive fisherm en a w id e berth. T hey have lines out.
8. Keep clear o f  com m ercial traffic, especia lly  barges.
9. Powerboats m ust g iv e  the right-of-w ay to nonpow cred boats.
10. If you are a river boater, p lease be considerate o l'other users, scout each  

river before running and know  the local bank/river fish ing spots.

WEAR YOUR 
LIFE JACKET!

BOAT SMART FROM THE START.
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W A T E R  S P O R T S

WHITEWATER BOATING
Many boaters enjoy A laska’s w hilcw atcr rivers. Unique dangers are found 

on these waters, w hich claim  more and more lives each year. Fatal accidents are 
usually due to inexperience and lack o f  caution.

Operating a kayak, canoe, rubber raft, or drift boat takes special sk ills and 
good  physical conditioning. The fo llow ing  are important w hilew ater boating  
safely  tips:

1. Obtain good  equipm ent.
2. Carry spare oars or paddles, and spare clothing.
3. Wear personal flotation devices.
4. Take a sw ift water rescue class.
5. Know the river, especia lly  w here rapids, falls or other hazards such as 

rocks and strainers arc located. A lw ays scout rapids from shore.
6. N ever boat alone.
7. Be prepared for exposure by dressing properly.
8. M ost o f  A laska’s waters are cold year round and hypothermia is always 

a danger.

W hitewater publications are available in m ost public libraries. T hese  
books and guides should be read by people planning lo  drift these beautiful but 
often dangerous waters,

WATER SKIING
To make water skiing safer and more 

enjoyable for all. boat operators must observe the 
follow ing laws:

• Skiing betw een sunset and sunrise is 

prohibited.

• There must be another person 12 years 

o f  age or older, aboard as a lookout, or a rear view  
mirror installed on the boat.

The operator and/or sk ier must not operate:

• In a manner endangering the safety o f  

persons or property.

• Under the in fluence o f  intoxicating liquor 
or drugs.

• W caryour PFD. It’s  the law i f  the skier  

is under 13.
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WATERSPORTS

Here are som e good tips for skiers:

• A lw ays keep an ey e  on the water ahead.

• If you  fall, hold up a ski or arm to signal driver you ’re OK.

• W hen landing, com e in parallel to the shore at low  speed.

• Falls are inevitable. In fact, its a very practical w ay to stop. S im ply sit 
dow n in the water, or i f  you ’re go in g  to fall sidew ays, curl up into a ball before
you hit. A lw ays throw the tow bar w e ll clear to avoid becom ing tangled in the
rope.

• D o not ski in shallow  water or near sw im m ers.

• D o not wrap the rope around any part o f  your body.

• D o not ski at night.

• D o not yell “hit it” until the rope is taut and y o u ’re ready.

Slower Slower Faster Faster

Turn Led Speed OK Stop Turn Right
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W ATERSPORfS

DIVING
Alaska law recognizes that a red Hag w ith a w hite diagonal stripe (com ­

m only called the “d iver’s flag” ) indicates a person is engaged in diving in the 
im m ediate area. D isplaying the “d iver’s  flag” is not required by law and does not 
in itse lf  restrict the use o f  the water. W hen operating in an area w here this llag is 
displayed, boaters must stay at least 100' aw ay from the flag unless they are 
operating at no-w ake speed.

PERSONAL WATERCRAFT
O ne o f  the fastest grow ing forms o f  outdoor recreation in A laska and in the 

U nited States is riding personal watercraft (PW C ).
Personal watercraft are boats and operators o f  personal watercraft have the 

sam e responsib ilities as any boat operator.
It takes skill lo operator a personal watercraft safely. M ost personal 

watercraft accidents are due to co llis ion . Avoid tunnel v ision  by continuously  
scanning the water from sid e  to side. U nlike a conventional powerboat, a 
personal watercraft can on ly  be steered i f  it is being pow ered forward. R eleasing  
the throttle to avoid a co llis ion  w ill result in a loss o f  steerage and control.

Personal watercraft operators should take boating safety  courses and PWC  
courses before operating.

Personal Watercraft Rules
1. S low  to 10 mph w hen you are approaching within 100 feel o f  another 

motorboat or sailboat underway.
2. S low  to no-w ake, m axim um  5 mph when within 100  feet o f  anchored 

v esse ls  or noil-m otorized craft.
3. Operate at slow  no-w ake, m axim um  5 mph when within 200  feel o fa  

shoreline.
4. Operate at slow  no-wake, m axim um  5 mph within 200  feet o fa  swim mer,
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surfer, shoreline angler or d iving flag. A lso , w ith in  200  feet o f a  dock, launch  
ramp, m oorage, floating hom e or boathouse, p ier or sw im  float.

5. Wear a Type III lifejacket.
6. An engine sh u t-o ff lanyard, i f  equipped, should be attached to the 

person operating the boat.
7. D o not use alcohol before or during operation.
8. Avoid wake jum ping and operating near other boats and big ships.
9. Do not operate a personal watercraft w ithin  2 0 0  feel behind a waterskier.
10.O bserve speed lim its and no w ake zones.
11. Avoid operating too c lo se  to residential and congested  areas.
12. Avoid operating in the sam e area for extended periods.

P e rsonal w atercraft operation is p ro h ib ite d  on som e w aterways. F o r  

m ore in fo rm a tion  check lo c a l regulations.

Safe and courteous operation o f  
personal watercraft w ill help prevent 
further regulation and keep our water­
w ays safer for all.

For more information on operating  
personal watercraft, contact the State 
O ffice o f  Boating Safcl j .
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R E G I S T R A T I O N

Unlike other states, boats in A laska are currently registered by the U.S. 
C oast Guard.

All boats in A laska that are equipped w ith any type o f  motor and used on 
waters subject to federal jurisd iction , (including inland navigable w aters) must 
be registered.

E xceptions include:
1. Certain public v esse ls .
2. Foreign vesse ls.
3. V essels currently registered in other states,
4. Ship lifeboats used solely  for lifcsaving purposes.
5. V essels docum ented  by the U. S. C oast Guard.
(Failure to have proper certificate o f  num ber/registration may result in a 

penalty o f  up to SI 0 00 .)

H o w t o  R e g i s t e r

To register a v esse l, the ow ner must com p lete  an application for certifi­
cate o f  number/boat registration in A 'aska and mail to:

Boat Registration  
17"' C oast Guard District 
P.O. Box 2 5 5 1 7  
Juneau, A K 9 9 S 0 2 -5 5 I7
Or, present the application in person to the C oast Guard Boat Registration  

O ffice  at:
709 W. 9"' Street Rm. 771 
Federal B uilding  
Juneau. A K  99801  
Phone: 1-800-478-6381  
(907) 4 6 3 -2 2 9 4
**W alk in hours are 10:00 a m -1:00 pm M on.-Fri.
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In addition, a fee m ust be paid and the ow ner must provide p ro o f o f  
ownership:

I. I f  th e  vessel is cu rren tly  reg istered  in the D istrict o f  C o lu m b ia  o r
any o f  the fo llow ing sitates, su b m it th e  prop erly  sign ed  cer tif ica te

California M innesota Rhode Island
M issouri South Carolina Florida
Montana South Dakota Illinois
Nevada Texas Indiana
N ew  Jersey Utah Iowa
N ew  M exico Vermont Kentucky
N ew  York Virginia Maryland
North Carolina W ashington M assachusetts
O hio West Virginia M ichigan
Oklahoma W isconsin Oregon

2, O wners o f  vesse ls  from non-title states or w ith in  A lask a  m ust provide 
it bill o f  sa le from the last registcied  ow ner and provide a copy registration/ 
certificate o f  number from the previous state, i f  other than Alaska,

3 .Owners o f  new vesse ls must provide the dealer’s invoice/b ill o fs a le . If 
the vessel is hom em ade, provide a notarized claim  o f  hom em ade boat builder. 
Note: Applications w ill be rejected without a docum ented claim  o f  ownership. 
Exempted vessels are am phibious veh ic les and v esse ls  used by dealers or 
manufacturers for dem onstration purposes. T he certificate o f  number is valid for 
three years from date o f  issue.

N ote: The certificate o f  num ber must alw ays be carried on board when  
operating your vessel.

Fees: C ertifica te  o f  N u m b er/3  Year R en ew al/F ee  S ch ed u le:
Original Num ber/Renewal o f  Num ber/Transfer o f  Ownership: $ 6 .00
D uplicate C ertificate o f  Num ber S1 .00
Replacem ent Decal:

S0.25(cu)
N ote: An in crease  in vessel reg istra tion  fees is an tic ip ated  in  early  

1999. C on tact the B oat R eg istra tion  O ffice  for u pdated  fees at (80 0 )4 7 8 -  
6381 .

Change in Vessel Status
Vessel owners are required lo report w ithin 15 days changes o f  ownership, 

address, theft, or recovery o f  vessel, and loss or destruction -if certificate o f  
number. It is the new  ow ner’s  responsibility to register the vesse l in his or her 
name. V essels registration numbers w ill transfer w ith the vessel to the new
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owner. V essels w ithout A laska registration num bers w ill receive new  number 
designation.

Measuring Vessel Length
T he length is m easured from end to end exclu d in g  sheer. T h is is straight- 

line m easurem ent o f  the overall length from  the rorcm ost part o f  the boat to the 
aft part o f  the boat, m easured parallel to the centerline. B ow sprits, bum pkins, 
rudder, outboard motor brackets, and sim ilar fittings or attachm ents are not 
included in the m easurem ent. Length shall be stated in feet and inches.

Length Length

Waterline

Display of “AK” Number and Decals
The "AK” number assigned  by the U. S. C oast Guard m ust be attached or  

painted on each side o f  the forward h a lf  (bow ) o f  the vessel above the waterline. 
The numbers and letters m ust be in b lock  fo rm a t, n o  less th an  3 in ch es in 
h eigh t, read in g  left to  r ig h t, sp a ced  eq u ally , and be o f  co n tra stin g  co lo r  lo 
the background 011 w hich  numbers and letters are attached.

Validation stickers (deca ls) m ust be p laced w ithin 6 inches o f lh c  number. 
N o other number o :  letters shall be disp layed nearby i f  they interfere with the 
identification o f  A laska registration num ber o f  the vessel. O nly current decals 
shall be displayed.
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R E G I S T R A T I O N

Hull Identification Number
All vessels manufactured after N ovem ber 1, 1972, must have a hull 

identification number perm anently displayed and affixed  in accordance w ith U.
S. Coast Guard R egulations before the vessel can be sold,

H IN (H u ll Identification Number)

Notification Requirements
The ow ner is required to notify  the U. S, C oast Guard in writing:
1. Within 15 days i f  the vesse l is destroyed, stolen, or docum ented. I f  

sto len , the ow ner should report the theft to the local police department.
2. W ithin 15 days o f  any change o f  address.
3. I f  the certificate o f  number or validation stickers (decals) o f  the vessel 

are lost or destroyed.

Please note that the ow ner is responsib le for any dam age caused by an 
abandoned or sunken v esse1 in navigable waters. I f  a vessel is b locking a 
waterway, the ow ner can be required to rem ove vessel at his or her ow n expense.

A nyone find ing an abandoned vessel shall contact his or her local p o lice  
department, harbor master o ffice , A laska Stale Troopers, or U. S. C oast Guard 
Marine Safety O ffice  closest to w here the vessel w as found.

Documented Vessels
D ocum ented vesse ls  are vesse ls that are greater than five net tons involved  

in com m erce/com m ercial purposes, although recreational vesse ls  may be 
docum ented rather than registered at ow ner’s  discretion. For inform ation please
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R E G I S T R A T I O N

contact the N ational V essel D ocu m en ta tion  C en ter , 2039  S ton ew a ll J a ck so n  
D rive, F alling W aters, W V  2 5 4 1 9 -9 5 0 2 , p h o n e  8 0 0 -7 9 9 -8 3 6 2 .

You may also contact the D ocum entation  
Center at their w eb site: http://w w w .dot.gov/ 
dotinfo/uscg/hq/g-m /vdoc/nvdc.htm
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C O N T A C T S

P h o n e  N u m b e r s :

Alaska State Troopers 
Coast Guard A uxiliary C lasses 
Coast Guard F ishing &  Safety  
Coast Guard Registration  
Coast Guard Search & R escue

Ports & Harbors:

A nchorage 272-1531
Bethel 246-6168
Cordova 424-6400
Dillingham 842-5211
Haines 766-2443
Homer 235-3160
Juneau 586-5255
Kenai 283-7535
Ketchikan 225-3111
Kodiak 466-8080
Nome 443-2918
Petersburg 772-4688
Sand Point 383-2696
Seattle (206)728-3397
Seklovia 234-7886
Seward 224-3138
Sitka 747-3439
Skagway 983-2628
Valdez 835-4981
Whittier 472-2330
Wrangell 874-3736

Alaska State Office of Boating Safety:
Alaska D ivision  o f  Parks & Outdoor Recreation  
O ffice o f  Boating Safety  
3601 “C” St. #1280  
Anchorage, A K  99503
Jeffrey S. Johnson, B oating Law Administrator
(907)269-8706 fax(907)269-8907
e-m ail: Jeir_Johnsonfednr.statc.ak.us
web site: http://www.dnr.slatc.ak.us/parks/boaling

(907)428-7200  
1-800-478-6381 
I-800-478-7369 

I -8 00478 -6381 
1-800-478-5555

http://www.dnr.slatc.ak.us/parks/boaling


B O A T I N G  T E R M S

AMIDSHIPS C enter o f  boat with reference to its length and/or som etim es  
its w idth.

AFT Toward the stern o f  a boat.
BEAM The boat’s m axim um  width.
BILGE Lower internal part o f  a boat’s hull.
BOAT Every description o f  watercraft used or capable o f  being used  

as a m eans o f  transportation on the water, but does not include 
aircraft equipped to land on water, boathouses, floating hom es, 
air m attresses, beach and water toys, or sin g le  innertubes.

BOW Forward part o f  a boat.
BULKHEAD A vertical partition separating com partm ents.
DAYBEACON A fixed navigation aid structure in shallow  waters upon w hich  

is p laced one or more daymarks. ,.
DAYMARK A signboard attached to a daybeacon to con vey  information. a
DRAFT T he depth o f  water a boat draws. $
FATHOM Six lect. ft
FORE To or at the front. ft
FREEBOARD H eight o f  boat’s side m easured from waterline to deck or

gunw ale. to
GUNWALE Top, outer ed ge o f  boat's hull. h
HELM T he w heel or tiller controlling the rudder.
HULL Body o f a  boat. ft
MOTORBOAT A ny boat propelled by machinery, including any sail boat ft 

under sa le  and power. f.
PORT Side o f  boat to the left when facing forward.
STARBOARD Side o f  boat to right when facing forward. w
STERN A fter end o f  boat.
TRANSOM Flat planking across the stern o f  a boat.
TRIM Fore and aft balance o f a  boat. ft?
UNDERWAY Boat in m otion. Technically a boat is underway when not ft 

m oored, at anchor or aground. f;|
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Alaska State Office of Boating Safety 
Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
3601 “C” St. #1280 
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It is again a pleasure to see that N A S B L A  is publishing Boating Safety Dollars At 
Work because this publication puts forth an excellent summary of what our Coast 
Guard/State partnerships have done for recreational boating safety.

As m y  tenure as Commandant comes to a close, I look back with pride at our 

successful partnerships with N A S B L A ,  various state safety organizations and the 
boating industry. Over the years, w e  have seen increasing numbers of Americans 

purchase and rent recreational boats and personal watercraft. With these challenges, 

w e  have worked together to consistently reduce the number of recreational boating 

fatalities.

All of us should be proud that our boating safety seervices have reduced fatalities by 

nearly 12 percent in recent years and the number of fatalities for children under age 

13 shows significant downward trends. This is good government in action at the 

Federal and State levels.

W e  must temper our successes with the knowledge that recreational boating accidents 

remain a leading cause of transportation-related fatalities, second only to traffic 

accidents. Improving recreational boating safety remains a top priority for the 

Department of Transportation and the Coast Guard. W e  are dedicated to continuing 

our close work with the states and boating industry and look forward to improving 

our recreation boating safety records by developing boating safety awareness and 

outreach initiatives that will increase the wearing of personal flotation devices, reduce 

alcohol use, improve boater knowledge and skills, and encourage the reporting of 

boating accidents.

W e  enjoy some of the most beautiful and accessible lakes, rivers and coastal waters in 

the world. Through our partnerships, w e  will continue to provide the public with 

opportunities to safely use our lakes and waterways.

Sincerely,

Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard



National Association of State 
Boating Law Administrators

Message from the President

Each year as many as 75 million Americans enjoy recreational boating on our nation’s rivers, lakes 

and coastal waterways, making boating one of the most fun and popular forms of aquatic recreation 

for over the last two decades. Boating provides an important medium for pursuing a variety of 

outdoor activities —  fishing, hunting, sight-seeing and water skiing, among others. Additionally, 

recreational boating provides a v i t a l  e c o n o m i c  s t i m u l u s  from coast to coast, g e n e r a t i n g  b i l l i o n s  o f  

d o l l a r s  i n  r e v e n u e  a n n u a l l y  in increased tourism, manufacturing and retail sales of boats, boating 
accessories and related recreational equipment.

The National Association of State Boating L a w  Administrators ( N A S B L A )  is an organization of 

state and territorial boating officials dedicated to keeping recreational boating safe and enjoyable for 

generations to come. With funding provided by the individual states and the Aquatic Resources Trust 

Fund (Wallop/Breaux) this program provides direct benefits to boaters through better education and 

public information initiatives, enhanced law enforcement efforts and navigational aids, and 

increased access to boating and fishing opportunities.

During the last 25 years, these initiatives have saved literally thousands of lives while the number of 

recreational boats and boating access sites have increased ten-fold. All of this has been accomplished 

through a joint partnership between the states and the Coast Guard using a combination of state 

funding and that portion of the federal tax attributable to motorboat gasoline fuel. This is indeed a 

“user pay - user benefit" program that does not add one penny to the national debt. N A S B L A  is 

proud of the achievements of this exemplary program since the passage of the Federal Boat Safety 

Act of 1971 and proud of the dynamic partnership between the states and the U.S. Coast Guard that 

has resulted in declining fatality rates during this period. However, despite these successes, boaters 

will not fully enjoy the benefits of the Wallop/Breaux Trust Fund until adequate and stable funding 

is assured and sustained.

The purpose of this document is lo provide national and state-by-state profiles of the projects and 

programs that are saving lives on our nation’s waterways. These programs range from innovative 

approaches to increasing o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  enforcement patrols to specialized training 
programs in p e r s o n a l  w a t e r c r a f t  s a f e t y  a n d  y o u t h  e d u c a t i o n  to enhanced s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e  

o p e r a t i o n s  in the states. Boating Safety Dollars at Work also provides important facts and figures on 
state-by-state boating statistics in each of the 56 stales and territories. W e  hope this information will 

be used to further enhance the state boating safety program, to foster greater support for this model 

state-federal partnership and to continue to save lives and make recreational boating safer and more 

enjoyable for all.

NASBLA • PO Box 11099 • Lexington KY 40512-1099 • PUN 606-225-9487 • FAX 606-231-6403 • E-MAIL nasbla@aol.coin

Sincerely,

Ted Woolley, Presideor

National Association of State Boating L a w  Administrators



vi *ajv̂ >0 THE N A T IO N A L TRA NSPORTA TIO N  SAFETY BOARD

M O ST W ANTED
Transportation Safety Improvements

"...a program to increase the public's awareness of, and support for, action to adopt safety steps that can help prevent accidents and save lives."
R e c re a t io n a l B o a tin g  S a fe ty
Strengthen legislation , enforcem ent and education  
program s to prevent boating accidents.
Action needed by the states

P o s i tiv e  T ra in  S e p a ra t io n
Require a railroad collision  avoidance jystem .
Action needed by the Federal Railroad 
A dm inistration (F R A ) &  the railroad industry

H u m a n  F a tig u e  in  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  O p e ra t io n s
Study the relationship  o f fatigue in the transportation  
industry and update applicable regulations.
Action needed by the Departm ent o f Transportation (D O T )

A irp o r t R u n w a y  In c u r s io n
Provide safer control o f aircraft on  the ground.
Action needed by the Federal A viation A dm inistration (FA A )

F ish in g  V esse l S a fe ty
Require operators' license and load line inform ation for 
com m ercial fish ing vessels.
Action needed by the U nited States Coast Guard (U S C G )

A u tom a tic  In fo rm a tio n  R e co rd in g  D ev ic e s
Require d ev ices that w ill autom atically record specified  
information.
Action needed by the U nited States Coast Guard (U S C G ) and the 
Federal H ighw ay A dm inistration (F H W A )

Youth H ig h w a y  C ra sh e s
Strengthen age 21, zero BAC, and licensing legislation; 
im prove enforcem ent, licensing and education program s for 
persons under age 21.
Action needed by the stales

Excav a tio n  D am ag e  P re v e n tio n  
to  U n d e rg ro u n d  F a c il i tie s
Require the installation o f excess flow  va lves in h igh  
pressure residential natural gas distribution system s and  
provide education  and training related to third party 
dam age.
Action needed by the states, the Research Ft Special Programs 
Adm inistration (R S PA ) &  the American Gas Association (A G A )

W ake T u rb u le n c e
Require safe separation betw een  large aircraft and  
fo llow ing sm aller aircraft.
Action needed by the Federal A viation A dm inistration (FA A )

A d m in is t r a t iv e  R e v o c a tio n  o f  D r iv e r s ' L ic en se  
Pull driver's license on the sp ot o f anyone failing or 
refusing a chem ical test for alcohol.
Action needed by the states

Schoo l B u s S a fe ty
Safer transportation for school children.
A clion needed by the N ational H ighw ay Traffic Safely 
A dm inistration (N H T S A )

H eav y  C om m e rc ia l T ru ck  S a fe ty
Prevention o f accidents caused by  fatigue, alcohol, drug use  
and m edical problem s; and a requirem ent for checking driv­
ers' records.
A ction needed by the Federal H ighw ay A dm inistration (F H W A ) 

and the states

S m a ll P a s s e n g e r  V esse l S a fe ty
Suggest that m em bers provide passenger briefings and crew  
em ergency training.
A ction needed by the Passenger Vessel Association (PV A )

M od e  C  In t r u d e r  C o n f l ic t A le r t in  T e rm in a l A re a s
Install collision avoidance system s for airport terminal areas. 
Action needed by the Federal A viation A dm inistration (FA A )

P ilo t B a c k g ro u n d  C h ec k s
Require air carriers to check backgrounds o f pilot 
applicants.
A  lion  needed by the Federal A viation A dm inistration (FA A )

F lig h t D a ta  R eco rd e r E x p an d ed  P a ram e te r  R e co rd in g
Require the installation o f flight data recorders w ith  larger 
num ber o f parameters.
Action needed by the Federal A viation  A dm inistration (FA A )

S a fe ty  o f  P a s s e n g e rs  in  R a ilro a d  P a s s e n g e r  C a rs
Require inspection  o f safety d ev ices in railroad passenger  
cars.
A ction needed by the Federal Railroad A dm inistration (F R A )

H ig h w a y  V eh ic le  O c c u p a n t P ro te c tio n
Enact prim ary enforcem ent for state seat belt laws; educate  
public about transporting kids in back sent, evaluate nigher 
air bag dep loym ent thresholds and m aking the back seat 
m ore child friendly.
A ction needed by the states, the N ational H ig hw ay Traffic Safely 
A dm inistration (N H T S A ) and Autom obile M anufacturers

A irf ram e  S tru c tu ra l Ic in g
R evise icing criteria and certification testing requirem ents. 
Research and d eve lop  on-bcard aircraft ice protection and  
detection system s.
A ction needed by the Federal A viation A dm inistration (FA A )

E xp lo s iv e  M ix tu re s  in  F u e l T ank s 
o n  T ra n sp o r t C a te g o ry  A irc ra f t
Require preclusion uf operation o f transport category aircraft 
w ith exp losive  fuel-air m ixture in fuel tanks.

A irp la n e  C a rg o  C o m p a r tm e n t F ire s
Require the installation o f fire detection and suppression  
equipm ent in airplane cargo com partm ents.
A ction needed by the Federal A viation A dm inistration (FA A )
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What is Boating Safety?
G O A L

Although boating safety programs vary from place to place in the country, the overall goal is 

the same:

• reducing deaths, injuries and property loss

• providing safe and reliable access to the water

• making boating mo r e  enjoyable

H I S T O R Y

Since the Federal Boating Safety Act of 1971 w a s  passed, the states, territories and the U.S. 

Coast Gua r d  have w o r k e d  in a unique partnership which resulted in a decrease in boating 

fatalities over the past 25 years, from 28.7 in 1971 to 5.9 deaths per 100,00U reg stered boats in 

1996. There is still, however, m u c h  w o r k  to be done.

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Funds for the Recreational Boating Safety program are derived frcm fuel taxes boaters pay. 

The administration of these funds is governed by Title 46 U.S. Code, Chapter 131, as well as 

procedures established by the Coast Guard. Allocation of the funds to the states is based upon: 

one-third equally to all states/territories, one-third prorated by the n u m b e r  of registered boats 

and one-third based u p o n  the a m o u n t  of state funds expended on boating safety. In addition, 

u p  to five percent of the states' allocation can be utilized for national nonprofit grants (for 

details, see page 64) and two percent can be used for the Coast Guard's cost in administering 

the program.

P R O G R A M  A R E A S

There are six major areas that m a k e  u p  the Federal Recreational Boating Safety Program 

(RBS). They are administration, enforcement, education, registration and titling, navigational 

aids and public access. Here is a s u m m a r y  of each of these categories:

• Administration —  Includes most of the fiscal and record-keeping functions of the program, 

as well as other items, including planning, legislative and regulatory functions, boat traffic 

m a n a g e m e n t  (surface use controls), and subgrant administration and auditing.

• Enforcement —  Along with the traditional enforcement duties of stopping violators and 

issuing citations or warnings, enforcement includes m a n y  other functions, a m o n g  them are 

accident and stolen vessel investigations, assistance to boaters (providing directions, assisting 

with mechanical breakdowns, towing disabled watercraft, and first aid - from cuts to CPR), as 

well as search, rescue and recovery operations. Even a routine enforcement stop can provide an 

opportunity to inform the boater, thus turning a potentially negative contact into a positive 

experience (this is often referred to as "educational enforcement").

Enforcement officers mu s t  be trained and equipped to handle all of these roles and often with 

little or no backup. In addition to the normal law enforcement skills, officers mu s t  be proficient 

in the following areas: boating laws, boat handling, navigation, public speaking and instruction, 

accidpnt investigation and reconstruction, boat registration, first aid and CPR, search and 

rescue, impaired boater detection and testing, and water survival.



• Education —  Each year, m o r e  a n d  m o r e  effort goes into educating a n d  informing the boater 

and angler. These efforts include the traditional classroom courses in boating safety taught by 

volunteer instructors or boating safety officers, to nontraditional approaches, such as radio and 

T V  public service announcements, billboards, brochures aimed at hunters and anglers, canoe 

safety classes a n d  informational kiosks at boat ramps. Specific programs have even been 

developed for various problem areas (impaired operation, lowhead dams, etc.) and for specific 

craft (sailboards, personal watercraft, etc.).

• Registration a n d  Titling —  Since the Federal Boating Safety Act of 1958, states and territories 

have had the authority to register a n d  require vessels to be numbered. Currently all states and 

territories (except Alaska) d o  so. Registration periods range from one year, u p  to a m a x i m u m  of 

three years. Revenue derived from registration fees (along with marine fuel taxes and general 

revenue funds) is used to fund state boating safety programs in m a n y  states, and is a source of 

matching dollars for federal R B S  grants. T h e  computer systems used for registration and titling 

(in a n u m b e r  of states) will also be the backbone for the u p c o m i n g  Vessel Identification System 

(VIS) enacted b y  Congress, which will act as a central identification point for all registered 

watercraft in the United States. Hopefully, this will greatly assist in interstate boat transfers and 

in tracking stolen vessels.

• Navigational Aids —  With m o r e  and m o r e  boats on the water, there is a growing need (and 

d e m a n d )  for buoys, signs a n d  other w a terway markers. These "signposts of the water" m a r k  

hazardous areas (rocks, d a m s  a n d  rapids), channels, controlled use areas (speed or use 

restrictions implemented under marine traffic management) and provide information to the 

boater (marinas, ramps, fuel, etc.).

• Public Access —  Since the mid-80s, the acquisition, development and maintenance of public 

access facilities has been an allowable cost for R B S  funds (in addition to those projects built 

under the grant program administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service). A  n u m b e r  of 

states have used a portion of their funds for this purpose. Access facilities generally consist of a 

boat r a m p  (or ramps), boarding dock and parking lot. In s o m e  cases, additional facilities such 

as mooring docks, restrooms a n d  lighting, are also provided. These sites provide safe and 

reliable access to lakes, rivers a n d  the ocean, as well as providing a contact point for boating 

safety information (as an example, the U.S. Coast G u a r d  Auxiliary often uses them for their free 

Courtesy Marine Examinations or CMEs).



* B O A T IN G  SA FETY  D O LLA R S A T W O R K  IN
THE UNITED STATES

Boat
Recreational Boats -1996 

Total registered boats*

Estimated total in use (numbered, documented and non-numbered)

*includes 33,759 registered by the U S C G  in  A laska

Waterways

Lakes (est.)

Rivers (est.)

Coastal Shoreline (includes bays and inlets)

Estimated n u m b e r  of persons participating in recreational boating (1996)

11,877,938

15.830.000

50,867,840 acres 

633,109 miles 

88,633 miles

77.719.000

Economic Impact
1995 & 1996 Sales Estimates

Item 1995 1996

Units Value Units Value

Boats (includes personal w atercraft) 

Personal Watercraft
649,460
200,000

$5,735,231,000
$1,144,400,000

618,850
191,000

$4,628,990,000
$1,208,648,000

Outboard Motors 317,000 $1,793,260,000 308,000 $1,882,188,000

Boat Trailers 207,000 $195,559,000 194,000 $189,344,000

Marine Accessories N / A N / A N / A $1,134,633

Boating Safety Program Funding
FFY1995Source

State and Territorial 

Funds Expended on 

Boating Safety

Federal Boating Safety 

Grant Funds Available 

to States and Territories

$162,088,558

FFY1996

$162,147,152

FFY1997 FFY1998

$158,253,156
(preliminary)

N / A

$30,445,897 $28,488,714 $42,944,952 $52,324,087

Inform ., ion from  N ational M arine M fgs. Assn., States, W orld Alm anac and U .S. Coast Guard
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
A L A B A M A

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

A la b am a  M a r in e  P o lic e  
F o lso m  A d m in is tr a t io n  B u ild in g  
64  N . U n io n  S treet, R o o m  4 3 8  
M o n tg o m e r y , A L  36130-1451

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

W illiam  B. G a rn e r , C D R  
D irector, M a r in e  P o lic e  D iv is io n  

B o a tin g  L aw  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e  (334) 2 4 2 -3 6 7 3 /F a x : (334) 24 2 -0 3 3 6

State Boating Facts
19 9 6  R e g is te r e d  B oats

1996  B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s

1996  B oat*, M otor, T railer  
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s

261,351

120

24

$ 1 5 6 ,6 1 4 ,0 0 0

L ak es

R iv ers

C o a stlin e

FY 98  F ed era l G ran t

1 ,000 ,000  a cres  

1 ,600  m ile s  

6 0 7  m ile s  

$ 1 ,2 6 1 ,3 5 7
* Retail willies far inboard Innas, sierndrne boais and tnabaanl boats.

PRO/ECTS AND PROGRAMS
•  Federal fu n d in g  h a s  m a d e  it p o ss ib le  to  u p g ra d e  and  

rep lace u n serv icea b le  v eh ic le s  an d  b oats for n in ety -fiv e  
percent (95%) o f  th e  A labam a M arine P o lice  current fleet 
w ith in  th e  last tw o  years. T h irty -fou r (34) in lan d  patrol 
v e sse ls  w ere  d e s ig n e d  and  p u rch ased  to rep lace ex ist­
in g  patrol craft. T h ese  v e sse ls , d esign a ted  "SRP Trooper" 
are 18-foot a lu m in u m  boats w ith  en c lo sed  cab ins. Forty- 
t w o  p ic k u p  tr u c k s  w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  to  r e p la c e  
u n serv icea b le  v e h ic le s  in  th e  fie ld . T h ese  v eh ic le s  are 
ex ten d ed  cab  fu ll-s iz e  trucks. We an tic ip a te  that th e  p a ­
trol v e sse ls  w ill  h a v e  a serv icea b le  life  o f  tw en ty  (20)

years. T he v eh ic le s  are an tic ip ated  to  last for ten (10) 
years.

In a d d itio n , e igh t (8) tw en ty -fo o t fib erg lass patrol v e s ­
se ls  w ere  p u rch ased  for the coasta l w aters.

T h e ap p rox im ate  co st for th is program  w a s  $2,030,000.

W ithout federal fu n d in g , th is p rogress w o u ld  n ot h a v e  
b een  p ossib le . T he ben efit to th e boatin g  p u b lic  has b een  
red u ced  resp on se  tim e in  em erg en c ies  and  m ore co n ­
s is ten t patrol co v era g e  on  a d a ily  basis.

Program Expansion '
•  W ith the ex p a n s io n  o f  the federal b oa tin g  sa fety  fund , 

th e  program  m o st in  n eed  o f  u p g ra d in g  and  in n ova tion  
in  the M arine P o lice  D iv is io n  is in  th e  field  o f  au tom ated  
d ata  sy s tem s. W e p lan  to p urch ase  co m p u ter  hardw are  
an d  so ftw a re  to  a cco m m o d a te  in tern et an d  E -m ail ca­
pab ilities. Boat reg istration  records w ill b e  m a d e  m ore  
current an d  v a lid  th rou gh  the u se  o f  tap e transfers from

the cou n ties.

•  V id eo  su rv e illa n ce  cam eras w ill b e  p u rch ased  for p a ­
trol v e sse ls  to p ro v id e  m ore secu r ity  for ou r officers and  
im p ro v e  ou r con v iction  rate for ser io u s  o ffen se s  su ch  as  
BUI and  reck less op eration . T h e estim ated  co sts  for this 
program  is $300,000.



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
ARIZONA

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

A riz o n a  G am e  a n d  F ish  D e p a r tm e n t
2221 W. G r e e n w a y  R oad  
P h o e n ix , A Z  85023

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

K im  L. K e ith
C o o rd in a to r , L a w  E n fo rcem en t  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (602) 7 8 9 -3 3 8 3 /F a x :  (602 ) 78 9 -3 9 4 5

State Boating Facts ~
1996 R e g is te r e d  B oats 150 ,108 L ak es 36 4 ,0 0 0  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 32 7 R iv ers 76 6  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 8

C o a st lin e 0
1996 B oat*, M otor, T railer

a n d  A c c e s so r y  S a le s $ 1 2 1 ,7 5 1 ,0 0 0 FY 98  F ed era l G ran t $ 7 4 3 ,7 6 0
• Netail values for inboard bonis, siemdrive boats ntut oiitbuonl bon/x.

Pro/ects and Programs
j • W a llo p /B rea u x  fu n d in g  has a llo w ed  for the e sta b lish ­

m en t an d  m a in ten an ce  o f  four b oa tin g  sa fe ty  officers to  
p rov id e  ed u ca tio n , in form ation  and la w  en forcem en t to 
the b oa tin g  pub lic .

•  D ev e lo p m en t o f  an e ig h t h ou r  p u b lic  b oa tin g  e d u ca ­
tion  co u rse  u s in g  o v er  100 v o lu n teer  in structors.

•  P rod u ction  o f  rad io  and  te lev is io n  p u b lic  serv ice  an ­
n ou n cem en ts u s in g  a variety  o f  m u sic , te lev is ion , m o v ie  
an d  sp o rts  p erso n a litie s  on  b oa tin g  safety.

•  P rov id in g  w atercraft la w  en forcem en t, ed u ca tio n  and  
tactics tra in ing  to d ep artm en t and  o th er  federal, state, 
co u n ty  an d  c ity  la w  en forcem en t officers.

•  Purchasing o n e  n ew  patrol v esse l, boat storage area, o u t­
board e n g in e , and  sh ared  u tilities  for m u lti-a g en cy  aid  
sta tion s at three o f th e  sta te 's  p o p u la r  lakes.

•  P rov id in g  co m m u n ica tio n s  eq u ip m en t and  sy s tem  u p ­
g ra d es to im p ro v e  o fficer safety.

•  In itiated  a cou rt-ap p roved  b o a tin g  ed u ca tio n  program  
in  a n u m b er o f  p recincts to  ed u ca te  boaters w h o  c o m ­
m itted  v io la tio n s.

•  E xp an d ed  a m u lti-a g en cy  p atro l effort to  target boaters 
o p era tin g  u n d er  the in flu en ce  o f  d ru g s  or a lcoh o l.

•  E stablished a T -shirt g iv e a w a y  p rogram  rew ard ing  ch il­
dren  for w ea r in g  their  life  jackets. T h e im p ortan ce o f  
w ea r in g  a life  jacket is  p rom oted  th rough  the T-shirt to 
the ch ild  an d , h op efu lly , their parents.

•  P rov id e  a p a m p h le t o n  p rev en tin g  boat an d  b oa t e q u ip ­
m en t thefts. M an y  o f  th e  b oa t th efts co u ld  b e p reven ted  
u sin g  an ti-th eft tech n iq u es.

Program Expansion
•  T he b oa tin g  ed u ca tio n  program  co u ld  b e ex p a n d ed  to 

better m eet the n e e d s  o fa  m ore d iv ers ified  b oa tin g  p u b ­
lic  a n d  a l lo w  g r e a te r  n u m b e r s  o f  th e  p u b l ic  th e  
o p p o rtu n ity  to p articipate in  a b oa tin g  sa fe ty  course.

•  A d d itio n a l patrol em p h a s is  co u ld  b e p ro v id ed  on  the 
C olorad o  River. T h ese  a d d itio n a l resou rces are n eed ed  
to a d d ress  th e  in creasin g  n u m b ers o f  u sers w h ich  resu lt 
in  in creasin g  en forcem en t p rob lem s.

•  A d d itio n a l stu d y , m ore eq u ip m en t an d  better coord i­
n a tio n  is  n e e d e d  to  co m b a t the g r o w in g  p ro b lem  o f  
m ix in g  a lco h o l and  b oa tin g  on  all A rizon a  w aters.

•  D e v e lo p  an ed u ca tio n  program  to in form  the p u b lic  on

h o w  to p reven t m arine theft. T heft o f  b oats an d  m arin e  
eq u ip m en t is  an  in creasin g  p rob lem , T rain ing officers  
in  in v es tig a tio n  o f  m arin e theft is a lso  necessary.

•  D ev e lo p  an d  im p lem en t a co m p reh en siv e  boatin g  sa fety  
program  for sc h o o ls  as a p roactive  a ttem p t at reach in g  
tom o rro w 's b oat operators.

•  D e v e lo p  an d  im p lem en t a p erson a l w atercraft train ing  
program . W ith the in creasin g  p op u lar ity  o f  p erson al w a ­
tercraft an d  rental op era tio n s, there n eed s  to b e  m ore  
in form ation  p ro v id ed  to th e  u sers. P ersonal w atercraft 
h a v e  m a n y  u n iq u e  op era tin g  characteristics that n eed  
to b e  u n d ersto o d  for sa fe  op era tion .
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
ARKANSAS

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

A rk a n s a s  G am e  &  F ish  C o m m iss io n
B o a tin g  S a fe ty  S e c tio n  
2  N a tu r a l R eso u rces  D r iv e  
L ittle  R ock , A R  72205

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

M ik e  W ilso n
B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h o n e: (501 ) 2 2 3 -6 3 9 9 /F a x :  (501) 2 2 3 -6 4 0 7

State Boating Facts
1996 R eg is te r e d  B oats 178 ,185 L ak es 60 0 ,0 0 0  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 92 R iv ers 9 ,0 0 0  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 20

C o a s t lin e 0
1996 B oat*, M otor, T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a les $ 1 0 0 ,3 6 0 ,0 0 0 FY 98  F ed era l G ran t $ 6 7 8 ,5 9 4
• Retail values Jar in haunt haan. Memdrive luma and auihaanl htuih

Protects and Programs
•  T he W a llo p / Breaux A q u atic  R esources Trust Fund d o l­

lars a llo w ed  a tw o -y ea r  program  to increase  b oa tin g  
en forcem ent p atro ls on  th e w aters o f  th e  state. T h e e f­
fort to en h an ce  en fo rcem en t has resu lted  in  a d o u b lin g  
o f the tim e officers sp en d  on  the w ater. T he en h a n ce­
m en t program  is  in  resp o n se  to p u b lic  req u ests for m ore  
boating  patrols. T h e v esse l fleet h as b een  u p grad ed  w ith  
m a n y  n e w  b oats , m otors and  trailers. T h e v is ib ility  o f  
patrol b oats h as b een  increased  w ith  n e w  d eca ls , m ark­
in g s  a n d  b lu e  l ig h t s .  T h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  n e w  
co m m u n ica tio n s eq u ip m en t a llo w s  the officers to k eep  
in contact w ith  rad io  operators, o ther en forcem en t a g e n ­
cies , and  oth er boaters.

•  E nforcem ent o fficers are trained in  d e tec tio n  o f  b oa tin g  
w h ile  in tox ica ted . P ortable breath testin g  d ev ic e s  h a v e  
b een  p urch ased  in  a p artn ersh ip  project w ith  M others  
A gain st D runk D rivers, that a llo w s  officers to act im ­
m ed ia te ly  on  su sp ec ted  v io la tio n s  o f  the BWI law.

•  N e w  person a l flo tation  d ev ic e s  w ere  purch ased  an d  is ­
su e d  to  a ll o fficers. T he n e w  P F D s p r o v id e  u n ifo rm

ap p earan ce  for officers, a s w e ll a s en h a n c in g  their  per­
so n a l safety . A g e n c y  p o lic y  req u ires o fficers to  w ea r  
PFD s w h ile  on  d u ty  in  boats.

•  A  program  d esig n ed  to in crease  boaters' a w a ren ess  o f  
the d a n g ers  o f  a lco h o l and  boatin g , an d  to p rom ote  th e  
con cep t o fa  " d esign ated  driver" is  co n tin u in g  th rou gh ­
ou t th e  state. T he a w a rd -w in n in g  H arbor Hero  program  
w a s d e v e lo p e d  in  coop era tion  w ith  th e  national H ig h ­

w ay H ero  program . T h e p u b lic  a w a ren ess effort co n sists  
o f te lev is io n  p u b lic  serv ice  an n o u n cem en ts , co lor  p o s t­
ers and  b u m p er  stickers. T he P SA s are aired sta te w id e  
on  te lev is io n  sta tion s. T h e program  m aterial is  d istr ib ­
uted  to  boat dealers, m arinas and  sp orting  g o o d s  ou tlets.

•  T he p u b lic  outreach program  co n tin u es through  th e  u se  
o f  n e w s  re lea ses, p u b lic  serv ice  a n n o u n cem en ts  an d  
public presentations. T h ese  p ub lic  outreach serv ices, that 
w o u ld  not h a v e  b een  p o ss ib le  w ith o u t fed eral fu n d in g  
th rou gh  th e  W allop -B reau x T rust F u n d , ra ise  p u b lic  
aw a ren ess o f  b oa tin g  sa fety  a n d  h e lp  p rom ote  grou n d -  
roots su p p o rt for b oa tin g  sa fe ty  issu es.

Program Expansion
•  T hirty-four a d d it io n a l officers h a v e  b een  hired in  the 

past tw e lv e  m on th s. T he n ew  officers w ill a llo w  p la c ­
in g  at least tw o  officers in each  o f  se v e n ty -f iv e  cou n ties, 
and  w ill a lso  a llo w  increased  b oa tin g  patrol on  se lec ted  
h ig h -u se  w aters. A ll o fficers are trained in  an  in ten siv e  
e ig h te e n -w e e k  sc h o o l, in c lu d in g  tra in in g  in  b oa tin g  
la w s, b oa tin g  w h ile  in tox ica ted  d e tec tio n , boat op era ­
tio n , a c c id e n t in v e s t ig a t io n , b o a tin g  e d u c a tio n  an d  
firearm s training. It is n ecessary  to p ro v id e  officers w ith  
th e  p rop er e q u ip m e n t for the job, in c lu d in g  4 -w h ee l  
d r iv e  trucks, b o a ts , m o to rs, trailers, co m m u n ica tio n  
equ ipm ent, PFDs and  sidearm s. A n  estim ated  $1,700,000  
is required to e q u ip  the n ew  officers.

•  F ive officers h a v e  b een  trained for a n e w  D iv e  Team.

A ll o f  the d iv ers  received  ex te n s iv e  train ing and  are cer­
t if ie d  m a s te r  d iv e r s .  T h e  n e w  D iv e  T eam  w il l  b e  
resp o n sib le  for search  and  rescu e d u tie s , recovery  o f  
acc id en t and  d ro w n in g  v ic tim s and  e v id e n c e  recovery. 
N e w  eq u ip m en t is required  for the d iv e  team  at an  e s t i­
m ated  co st o f  $50,000.
Boating ed u cation  w ill b eco m e m andatory  in A rkansas  
on  January 1,2001 for those boaters b o m  on  or after Janu­
ary 1 ,1987. Im plem entation  o f  m andatory  ed u cation  w ill 
require a d d itio n a l sta ff to  train vo lu n teer  instructors, 
reach stu d en t c lasses and  perform  office and  adm in istra-  
tive  d u ties. N e w  eq u ip m en ta n d  su p p lie s  w ill be required  
to accom plish  this task. E stim ated start-up cost is $450,000  
w ith  $350,000 p er year required thereafter.______________
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  H
CALIFORNIA

P R I N C I P A L  C O N T A C T  

C h u c k  R a y sb ro o k  
B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h o n e: (916 ) 445-6281  /F a x :  (916) 3 2 7 -7 2 5 0

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 7 0 7 ,739 L a k es 1 ,1 5 2 ,0 0 0  a cre s

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 84 9 R iv ers 3 ,0 0 0  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 5 6

C o a st lin e 1 ,890  m ile s
1996 B oat*, M otor, T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 4 1 7 ,9 2 3 ,0 0 0 FY 9 8  F e d e r a l G ran t $ 2 ,7 4 0 ,2 4 4
• Retail values for inboard boats, stemdrivt boats anJ outboard boats.

A D M I N I S T E R I N G  O F F I C E  

‘i f  S v X  yl'l! D e p a r tm e n t  o f  B o a tin g  &  W a te rw ay s
1 6 2 9  S S treet  
S a c r a m e n to , C A  9 5 8 1 4

Proiects and Programs
•  T he d ep a rtm en t p ro v id ed  $7 .6  m illio n  in  gran ts to  loca l 

la w  en fo rcem en t ag en c ie s  for acq u is itio n  o f  v e s s e ls  and  
e q u ip m en t for m a rin e  patrols.

•  U n iv e r s it ie s  a n d  n o n p ro fit  o r g a n iz a t io n s  o p e r a tin g  
aqu atic  cen ters b en efitted  from  $400 ,000  in  grant fu n d s  
an d  ed u ca ted  23 ,300  stu d en ts . T h ese  cen ters offer on -  
th e -w a te r  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  e d u c a t io n  for a v a r ie ty  o f  
b oatin g  a ctiv ities . B oating S afety  S ch o larsh ip s w ere  in ­
stitu ted  for d isa d v a n ta g ed  an d  p h y s ica lly  ch a llen g ed  
persons.

•  O n e  m illio n  b roch u res on  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  are d istr ib u ted  
annually . T h ese  in c lu d e  th e  A B C s o f C a lifo rn ia  B oating 

Law , a Safe B oating  H in ts  ser ies , a n d  a B oating T ra il G uide 

se r ie s . O v e r  40  b ro ch u re  t it le s  are  a v a ila b le  to  th e  
p u b lic  at n o  cost.

•  P ersonal w atercraft c o r 'in u e  to  b e  in v o lv e d  in  a d is ­
prop ortion ate n u m b er  o f b oa tin g  acc id en ts  an d  injuries.

Program Expansion
•  R ev ise  and  ex p a n d  th e  current la w  en forcem en t train­

in g  program  to  p r o v id e  m ore sp e c ia liz e d  co u rses  for  
loca l m arine patro ls. R ev ision  w ill fo cu s  o n  ex p e d it in g  
train ing  o p p o rtu n itie s  for m arine officers s ta tew id e  and  
en h a n cin g  th e  co st e ffec tiv en ess  o f  p rogram  d elivery .

•  M arine en forcem en t is  h an d led  b y  o v e r  100 agen c ies . 
Local b u d g eta ry  p ro b lem s h a v e  ca u sed  a red u ction  in  
m a n y  agen cies' jurisd ictional area. A d d itio n a l fu n d s w ill

Ride-Safe, R id e-S w art, a  v id e o  a d d ress in g  sa fe  PW C  o p ­
eration s for n e w  users , w a s  released  and  m a d e  ava ilab le  
to  PW C rental a g en c ie s , d ea lers an d  b oa tin g  o rg a n iza ­
tion s.

•  T he three-part series en titled  A q u a S M A R T  targets grades  
K -2 ,3-5  an d  6-8. E n g lish  an d  S p an ish  m ateria ls reach ed
165,000 stu d en ts . T h e h ig h  sc h o o l B oating Safely co u rse  
serv ed  22,000 stu d en ts .

•  T h e ann u al Safe &  W ise W ater W ays p o ster  co n te s t re­
c e iv e d  6 ,000 en tr ies  from  g ra d es  K-6 sh o w in g  aq u atic  
a n d  b oa tin g  sa fe ty  le s so n s  learn ed  in  class. S ev en  w in ­
ners, o n e  from  each  g ra d e  le v e l, w ere  d isp la y ed  o n  th e  
D ep artm en t calendar.

•  D istr ib u tio n  o f  th e  C aliforn ia  B oatin g  S a fety  C o u rse  
reach ed  25,000, resu ltin g  in  a record n u m b er  o f  certifi­
ca tes  is su ed  for p a ss in g  ex a m  scores.

b e  required  to regain  and  m ain ta in  a d eq u a te  m arin e e n ­
forcem en t efforts.

•  T h e s ta te w id e  m ed ia  ca m p a ig n  co n tin u es  to  ex p a n d  
th rough  the u se  o f  print, rad io , T V  and  b illb oard s to p ro­
m o te  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  m e ssa g e s  d u r in g  th e  p eak  b oa tin g  
sea so n  from  N a tion a l Safe B oating W eek in  M ay through  
th e  Labor D a y  w e e k e n d  in  S eptem ber.



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
COLORADO

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l R e so u rc e s  
D iv is io n  o f  P ark s & O u td o o r  R ecrea tio n  
1 3 7 8 7  S o . H ig h w a y  85  
L itt le to n , C O  80 1 2 5

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 93 ,118

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts  7 7

1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s  12

1996  B oat*, M otor, T railer
a n d  A c c e s so r y  S a le s  $7 1 ,5 1 2 ,0 0 0
• Retail values for inboard boats, slemdrive boats and outboard boats.

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

R ic k  S to rm  
C h ie f  o f  L a w  E n fo r c e m e n t  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (303 ) 7 9 1 -1 9 5 4 /F a x :  (303 ) 4 7 0 -0 7 8 2

L a k es

R iv ers

C o a s t l in e

FY 9 8  F ed era l G ra n t

2 8 9 ,9 2 0  a cre s  o f  la k e s  
a n d  r iv e r  im p o u n d m e n ts

N / A

0

$ 5 0 7 ,7 4 8

Proiects and Programs
• A  m ajor m e d ia  ca m p a ig n  for  N a tio n a l S a fe  B oatin g  

W eek w a s  d e v e lo p e d . It in c lu d e d  p u b lic  serv ice  a n ­
n o u n cem en ts  o n  rad io  an d  te lev is io n  th rou gh ou t the  
state. S p ecia l e v e n ts  w ere  sc h e d u le d  an d  p u b lic ized . 
P rem iu m s su c h  a s  ch ild ren 's  c o lo r in g /a c t iv ity  b o o k s  
w ere  d istr ib u ted . T he p rob lem s o f  b oa tin g  w h ile  u n d er  
the in flu en ce  a n d  n o t u s in g  a p erson a l flo ta tion  d e v ic e  
w ere em p h a sized .

Every boat a n d  b u o y  ten d er in  u se  in  the sta te  h as b een  
p u rch ased  u s in g  fed era l fin an cia l a ss is ta n ce . C ap ita l 
eq u ip m en t d o lla rs  are ex trem ely  lim ite d  a t th e  sta te  
level. A n y  req u ests for patrol b oats m u st co m p ete  w ith  
ev ery  o ther cap ita1 request. W ithout th e  fed eral fin an ­
cial a ss istan ce  th e  im p ortan t serv ices  perform ed  d u r in g  
boat patro ls su ch  a s search an d  rescu e an d  a id in g  d is ­

tressed  boaters w o u ld  be grea tly  lim ited  or  n o n ex is t­
ent.

•  T h e b o a tin g  ed u ca tio n  coord in a tor  p o s itio n  is  fu n d ed  
to ta lly  b y  fed era l fu n d s. T h is p o s it io n  is  in stru m en ta l 
in  d e v e lo p in g  and  m a in ta in in g  the sta te 's  efforts in  e d u ­
catin g  th e  b oa tin g  pub lic .

C o lorad o  h as a m an d atory  y o u th  ed u ca tio n  program  
for m otorb oat operators. T h e  g o a l o f  th is program  is  to  
red u ce  th e  n u m b er  o f  p erso n a l w atercraft a ccid en ts.

•  Federal fin an cia l a ss istan ce  fu n d s  m o st o f  the sta te 's la w  
en fo rcem en t tra in in g . T h is  tra in in g  in c lu d e s  b o a tin g  
u n d er  the in flu en ce  en forcem en t, tech n ica l b o a tin g  ac­
c id en t in vestiga tion  c la sses , gen era l boat patrol train ing, 
an d  o th er  train ing.

Program Expansion
•  A d d ition a l fed era l fu n d in g  is  n eed ed  to  d e v e lo p  a co m ­

p reh en sive  v e ss e l titlin g  sy stem . A  titlin g  sy s tem  is  a 
m ajor too l in  th e  efforts to  p rev en t theft. C o lo ra d o 's  
participation  in  th e  n ation a l v e sse l id en tifica tion  p ro­
gram  n eed s  to  b e  p lan n ed  for.

•  C o lorad o 's e x is tin g  w ater  patro l activ ities n eed  to b e  
exp an d ed . T he sta te  p op u la tion  is gro w in g  rapidly. W ith

rapid  gro w th  co m es in creasin g  p rob lem s. A d d itio n a l a s­
s is ta n c e  w i l l  b e  r e q u ir e d  to  a d d r e s s  th is  g r o w in g  
p o p u la tio n .

E igh ty  th ou san d  d o lla rs  p er  y ea r  is  n e e d e d  in  o rd er  to  
rep lace  patrol boats. A n o th er  $50,000 p er  y ea r  is  n ee d e d  
to  rep lace ou tb oard  m otors o n  patro l boats.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  p  \
C O N N E C T IC U T

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n v ir o n m e n ta l P r o te c t io n
B o a tin g  D iv is io n  
M a r in e  D is tr ic t  H e a d q u a r te r s  
3 3 3  F erry  R o a d /P .O . B ox  280  
O ld  L y m e , C T  06371

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B oats 101 ,184

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 52

1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 6

1996 B oat*, M otor, T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 9 1 ,7 8 0 ,0 0 0
• He tail \ alues for inboard boats, sttmdrixe boats and oulboant boats.

PRINCIPAL CONTACT 
M aj. R a n d o lp h  W . D i l l

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e : (8 6 0 ) 4 3 4 -8 6 3 8  

Fax: (8 6 0 ) 434-3501

L a k es 3 3 ,4 3 5  a cres

R iv ers 10 5  m ile s

C o a s t l in e  278  m ile s  (9 3 0  sq . m i. S o u n d )

FY 98  F ed era l G ran t $ 6 4 5 ,7 7 2

Projects and Programs
•  F ederal fin an cia l a ss is ta n ce  h as b een  co n tin u ed  for fiv e  

C o n serva tion  E nforcem ent O fficers, to  en ab le  increased  
en forcem en t efforts b y  a ll 54  officers.

•  L aw  en forcem en t efforts w ere  ex p a n d ed  for the B oat­
in g  U n d er  th e  In flu en ce  (BUI) E n forcem en t Program . 
Seven  BUI sp o t ch eck s w ere  co n d u cted  in sp ec tin g  a to ­
tal o f  164 v e s s e ls  a n d  resu ltin g  in  th e  is su a n ce  o f  33 
w ritten  w a rn in g s, 15 in fractions, a n d  six  arrests. A lc o ­
ho l-re la ted  v io la tio n s  co n stitu ted  f iv e  o f th e se  action s.

•  S ix sea so n a l b o a tin g  patrol o fficers w ere  h ired .

•  S ign ifican t reso u rces w ere  co m m itted  b y  th e  L aw  En­
forcem ent an d  the B oatin g  D iv is io n s  to  th e  1995 S p ecia l 
O lym p ics. L aw  E n forcem en t coop era ted  w ith  the C oast  
G uard and  sta te  and  local p o lice . C on serv a tio n  E nforce­
m en t O fficers sp en t 1,555 h ou rs su p p ortin g  p u b lic  sa fe ty  
d u r in g  the sa ilin g  v e n u e , th e  tall sh ip s  e v e n t an d  patro l 
o f N e w  H a v en  H arbor. T he B oating D iv is io n  p ro v id ed

e q u ip m en t a n d  rep resen ta tiv es for tech n ica l su p p o r t  
d u r in g  th e  sa ilin g  v en u e .

•  F ederal fu n d in g  w a s  co n tin u ed  for tw o  p erson n el a s ­
s ig n ed  to  is su e  p erm its to  en su re  p rop er p o sitio n in g  o f  
C on n ecticu t's  regu la tory  m arkers, to id en tify  h azards, 
and  to  d e v e lo p  and  sta n d a rd ize  n a v ig a tio n  sa fe ty  s y s ­
tem s. S ix ty -se v e n  R e g u la to r y  M ark er P erm its  w e r e  
is su ed  th is  year.

•  A  Flare D isp o sa l P rogram  w a s  im p lem en ted  th is  year. 
T w o fireproof b o x es w e r e  p laced  at perm an en t loca tion s  
in  th e  eastern  an d  w estern  parts o f  the state. T w o "Flare 
D ays" w ere  h e ld  at S tate boat access areas. Boaters cou ld  
d rop  o ff  flares and  p erso n n e l w ere  a va ilab le  to  su p er­
v ise  p rop er u se  o f  flares.

® F u n d in g  w a s  c o n t in u e d  fo r  th e  S ta te 's  R eg u la to r y  
M arker P rogram  in  th e  C on n ecticu t R iver. S p eed  an d  
w a k e  lim it b u o y s  w ere  d e p lo y e d  as part o f  th is  sy stem .

Procram Expansion
T he B oating  D iv is io n  is  r eev a h  
p ro p o sin g  m ajor c u ts  and  stre; 
ord er to  d ea l w ith  d im in ish in g  fu n d in g . N o  program

T he B oating  D iv is io n  is  r eev a lu a tin g  all p rogram s a n d  ex p a n sio n  can b e  con sid ered  u ntil the ex is tin g  program s
p ro p o sin g  m ajor c u ts  and  strea m lin in g  o f  ac tiv itie s  in  are b rou ght in to  fiscal a lig n m en t.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  f \
DELAWARE V

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu r a l R e s o u r c e s  J im  G ra y b e a l
&  E n v iro n m e n ta l  C o n tr o l (a c t in g )  B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r
D iv is io n  o f  F ish  &  W ild life  P h o n e : (3 0 2 ) 7 3 9 -3 4 4 0
89  K in g s  H ig h w a y /P .O . B o x  1401 Fax: (3 0 2 ) 7 3 9 -6 1 5 7
D o v e r , D E  19901

State Boating Facts i
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 4 2 ,8 5 6 L ak es 3 ,2 0 0  a cre s

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 27 R iv ers 2 0 5  m ile s
1996

1996

B o a tin g  D e a th s  

B o a t4, M o to r , T railer

2
C o a st lin e 381 m ile s  (D e la w a r e  Bay, 6 3 2  sq . m i.)

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 2 2 ,7 7 2 ,0 0 0 FY 98  F ed era l G ra n t $ 4 3 5 ,9 2 5
• RfJail xnlunfor InbiHini Iwait, uemdrix't tuxm »mj ouiboanl boon

MO

Pro/ects and Programs
•  A  m arin e  rescu e  tra in in g  p rogram  w a s d e v e lo p e d  to 

train vo lu n teer  firefighters b e lo n g in g  to coasta l fire co m ­
pan ies. T his train ing w a s  con d u cted  jointly w ith  the state  
fire sch o o l. It p r o v id e s  u n ifo rm ity  a m o n g  a g e n c ie s  and  
state-of-the-art p ro fessio n a l train ing. T his co u rse  is  n o w  
listed  in  th e  fire sc h o o l's  co u rse  ca ta lo g u e  and  cred its  
are g iv e n  s im ila r  to  o th er  fire sc h o o l cou rses .

•  S ev era l y e a r s  a g o  a v o lu n ta r y  b o a t in g  cer tif ica tio n  
co u rse  w a s  in itia ted  in  a n tic ip a tion  o f  a m a n d a to ry  re­
q u irem ent. In January 1994, it b eca m e m a n d a to ry  for 
boat op erators b o m  after Jan. 1 ,1 9 7 8  to ob ta in  a boatin g  
sa fety  certificate. T h is im p lem en ta tion  had n o  add ition a l

effect o n  the agency . W e h ad  a v o lu n ta ry  p rogram  in  
effect u s in g  th e  sa m e  p rogram , state certificate, e q u ip ­
m en t a n d  m ateria ls. T h ere w a s  a lso  a cad re o f  v o lu n teer  
instru ctors a lread y  esta b lish ed  to teach  the sta te  co u rse  
in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  C o a st G u ard  A u x ilia r y  a n d  
P o w er  S q u ad ron s cou rses.

•  S p ecia l b oa tin g  sa fety  c la sse s  h a v e  b een  con d u cted  tar­
g e ted  at sp ec ific  u ser  g ro u p s. T h ese  in c lu d e  p erson a l 
w atercra ft u se r s , fr e sh w a te r  a n g le r s  and  w a te r fo w l  
hun ters. T h ese  n on trad ition a l boaters are in v o lv e d  in  
m ore a cc id en ts  and  su ffer  in ju ries a n d  fa ta lit ies  a t a 
h igh er rate th an  trad ition a l boaters.

Program Expansion
•  W hat u sed  to  b e jet sk is  h a v e  e v o lv e d  in to  p erson a l 

w atercraft, w h ic h  h a v e  su b se q u e n tly  e v o lv e d  in to  thrill 
craft. B oats are lighter, m ore p o w er fu l and  m an eu ver-  
ab le  an d  can  o p era te  in  v ery  sh a llo w  w ater. T here are 
so m e  that e v e n  "fly" after reach in g  a m in im u m  sp eed .  
T h ese  tech n o log ica l a d v a n ces  are g o in g  to  require a d ­

vance:. m  boatinc, :;y an d  en fo rcem en t s tra teg ies . 
P lan n in g  for th e  future w ill h a v e  to in c lu d e  th is  n e w  
d iv ers ity  and  w h a t e ffec ts  it w ill  h a v e  on  ed u ca tio n , 
m arine access u ser  g ro u p  con flicts , surface  m an agem en t  
and c o m m u n ity  relations.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O LLA R S  A T W O R K  IN
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA V P

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

M e tr o p o l ita n  P o lic e  D e p a r tm e n t
H a rb o r  B ran ch  S p e c ia l O p e r a t io n s  D iv is io n  
5 5 0  W ater  St. S.W .
W a sh in g to n , D .C . 20 0 2 4

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

L t. R a lp h  M c L e a n
C o m m a n d in g  O fficer  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (2 0 2 , 7 2 7 -4 5 8 2 /F a x : (202 ) 7 2 7 -3663

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B oats 6 ,429 L ak es 0

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 0 R ivers 21 m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 0

C o a s t l in e
1996 B oat*, M otor , T railer

0

a n d  A c c e s so r y  S a le s $ 2 0 ,4 8 1 ,0 0 0 FY 98  F ed era l G rant $4 5 1 ,7 9 6
• Retail values for mlhutnl boms, stemdrive boats ami outboanl boon.

Protects and Programs
•  T lie W ashington, D .C . M etropolitan P olice  D epartm en t's  

H arbor Patrol o ffers trad itional b oa tin g  sa fe ty  cou rses, 
free o f  charge. T he co u rses  are op en  to  a n y o n e , in c lu d ­
in g  you th s.

•  T he H arbor Branch fu ture ob jectives in c lu d es  offering  
rem ed ia l co u rses  to the exp er ien ced  boater. T h is cou rse  
w ill in c lu d e  a r ev ie w  o f  all item s and  issu es  that are the  
m ain  ca u sa tiv e  factors for b oa tin g  acc id en ts . A d d it io n ­
a lly , w e  w i l l  o ffe r  in d iv id u a l iz e d  in s tr u c t io n s  to  
recreational b oaters con cern in g  a sp ec ific  m aritim e is ­
su e  that h e / s h e  w o u ld  like to  review .

•  R e c e n t ly  th e  C ity  C o u n c il  h a s p a s s e d  le g is la t io n  
stren g th en in g  the B oatin g  W h ile  In toxicated  law s. T h is  
la w  w ill a llo w  the H arbor U n it to  en force  th e  B oating  
W hile In toxicated  la w  in a m anner com p arab le  to the  
Federal S tatue. A d d ition a lly , there is  a p en a lty  for re­
fusal to  su b m it to a breathalizer. A s a  result o f  this n ew  
law , m e m b e r s  a s s ig n e d  to  th e  H arb or U n it  w il l  b e  
trained in  a ll areas o f  a lco h o l enforcem en t.

•  T he H arbor U n it w ill increase the n u m b er o f  n a v ig a ­
tional a id s  in th e  D istrict o f  C o lu m b ia . T h ese  a id s  w ill  
further id en tify  d an ger  areas a s  w e ll a s  a d d itio n a l n o  
w a k e  areas.

•  T he C ity  C ou n cil has a lso  p a ssed  leg is la tion  g o v ern in g  
th e  d ista n ce  th at p erson a l w atercraft can  op era te  from  
other v e sse ls . A fter a p u b lic  ed u ca tio n  ca m p a ig n  co n ­
cern in g  the n e w  H arbor R egu lations, th e  H arbor U n it 
w ill em b ark  u p o n  an a g g r e ss iv e  en forcem en t effort to  
en su re that all p erson a l w atercraft operators o b e y  the  
law .

•  T he v id e o  library estab lish ed  la st year b y  the u n it  co n ­
tin u es to  grow . T h is library w ill b e  u sed  b y  the p u b lic  a s  
w ell a s  d ep artm en ta l p erson n el.

•  T he H arbor U n it is rea ssessin g  our h ig h  sch o o l e d u ca ­
tional program  w ith  a v ie w  o f h a v in g  th e  stu d en ts  co m e  
d irectly  to the H arbor U n it to receive  b asic  in form ation  
co n cern in g  b oa tin g  safety.

Program Expansion
•  B o a tin g  W h ile  In tox ica ted : A s sta ted  ab ove, the D is ­

trict o f  C o lu m b ia  h as a n ew  B oating W h ile  In tox icated  
law. In order to  e ffec tiv e ly  en force  th is law, a ll H arbor  
P olice p erso n n e l w ill u n d erg o  a d d ition a l train ing rela­
tive to  en forcem en t p ro ced u res as w e ll as en forcem en t  
tactics. A d d ition a lly , n e w  eq u ip m en t w ill b e pu rch ased  
for th e  en forcem en t o f  th is law . T he d ep artm en t w ill 
begin  a n  ed u ca tio n a l ca m p a ign  to acqu ain t th e  p u b lic  
w ith  th e  co n ten ts  o f  the n e w  law. A fter the m aritim e  
co m m u n ity  h a s  b een  ed u ca ted  in all respects o f  the n e w  
law , th e  H arbor Patrol w ill co n d u ct p er io d ic  sob riety  
ch eck p oin ts in  p rob lem  areas to in su re  com p lian ce .

•  R ecords: A s sta ted  in  the p rev io u s  ed it io n  o f  B oating 

Safety D o lla rs  at W ork, a ll records and in v en to ry  w ill b e  
co m p u ter ized . T h is is  an  o n g o in g , ted io u s  project and  
h o p e fu lly  w ill b e  co m p le ted  in  th e  near future.

•  R eg u la tio n s: A ll H arbor R egu la tion s are still u n d er  re­
v ie w  and  ou r efforts are p a y in g  o ff  w ith  our leg is la tors  
en actin g  and  ch a n g in g  severa l la w s. T h ese  ch a n g es in  
th e  la w  w ill require that the m aritim e c o m m u n ity  be  
in form ed  an d  a s  su ch  o u r  Training S ection  w ill n o tify  
all local m ariners o f  the n e w  law s. A d d itionally , th e  n ew  
la w s  w ill b e forw ard ed  to  all reg istered  v e sse l o w n ers  
v ia  their n e w  reg istration  form s.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
FLORIDA

Florida Game & Fresh Water Fish Commission
D ivision of L aw  Enforcem ent
620 S. M eridian Street, Tallahassee, FI 32399-1600
Captain Paul Ouellette
Boating Law A dm inistrator
Phone: (850) 488-6257/Fax: (850) 922-9090

State Boating Facts

Florida M arine Patrol 
D ivision  o f Law Enforcement 

3900 C om m onw ealth  Blvd., M S 630 
D ougins Building  

Tallahassee, FL 32399 
C aptain Jim Brown  

Boating Law Adm inistrator  
Phone: (850) 488-5600 ext. 162/Fax: (850) 488-9284

19 9 6  R e g is te r e d  B o a ts  751 ,153

1996  B o a t in g  A c c id e n ts  1,261

1 9 9 6  B o a tin g  D e a th s  59

1996  B oat*, M otor, T railer
a n d  A c c e sso r j ' S a le s  $ 7 3 2 ,5 3 7 ,0 0 0
•  Re m il values fo r inlxxml bools. He nut rive IkhiIs and oulboonI hoots.

L ak es

R iv ers

C o a s tlin e

FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t

3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  a cres  

1 2 ,0 0 0  m ile s  

8 ,4 2 6  m ile s  

$ 3 ,8 7 5 ,0 1 9

Projects and Programs
! •  Federal V esse l A c t fu n d s w ere  u sed  for gran t program s  

to m arinas for M SD  p u m p -o u t facilities. Inform ation  w as  
p rov id ed  to  the p u b lic  con cern in g  th e  n e w  sta te  la w  and  
th e  d a n g ers  o f  d irect overboard  d isch a rg e  o f  sew a g e . 
O fficers w ere  trained  in  th e  en forcem n et o f  th is n e w  law.

•  T he F lorida G a m e an d  Fresh W ater Fish C o m m iss io n  
w a s  d irected  b y  th e  F lorida L egislatu re to  esta b lish  p a ­
trol and  p ro tec tio n  a c tiv itie s  to sa fegu ard  b oa tin g  and  
oth er  natu ra l resou rce-rela ted  activ ities. B oating  sa fe ty  
p erform an ce  m ea su res h a v e  b een  estab lish ed .

•  Increased p u b lic  aw a ren ess  ca m p a ig n s an d  coop erative  
efforts from  o rg a n iza tio n s  p roved  su ccessfu l last year. 
T h ese  c a m p a ig n s  w ere  c o n tin u ed  an d  e x p a n d ed  this 
year w ith  g o o d  su ccess .

•  M others A g a in st D ru n k  D rivers (M  A D D ) an d  the C o m ­
m iss io n  fo cu sed  a tten tion  o n  th e  p rob lem s o f  a lcoh o l 
an d  b oatin g . T he D esig n a ted  O perator Program  w a s  in ­
co rp o ra ted  w ith  M A D D 's  "K eep  it a S a fe  Sum m er"  
cam p a ign . T h e p rogram  p ro v id es  free fo o d  and  b ev er ­

a g es  to  d es ig n a ted  n o n -d r in k in g  b oat operators. Large 
ban n ers w ere  p laced  a t s ite s  th rou gh ou t the state.

•  "W ater W atch" w a s d e v e lo p e d  to a d d ress con flicts w ith  
recreational v e sse l traffic. B oating sa fety  cou rses are h eld  
w ith in  the loca l com m unity . W ater W atch has estab lish ed  
an o p e n  lin e  o f  co m m u n ica tio n  b e tw een  h o m eo w n ers , 
boaters and  th e  C o m m issio n .

•  B oatin g  ed u ca tio n  w a s  en h an ced  th rou gh  th e  b oater  
ed u ca tion  la w  w h ich  requ ires a n y o n e  born after S e p ­
tem ber 3 0 ,1 9 8 0  and  o p era tes  a  boat o f  10 H P  or  greater  
to p a ss  a b oa tin g  sa fe ty  course.

•  Issu ed  o ver  39 ,000  b oa ter  ed u ca tio n  cards.
•  P rov id ed  o v er  210,000 H o w  to  Boat Sm art h o m e s tu d y  

cou rses and brochures su ch  a s the Florida Boater's G uide.
•  Prepared sta tistica l d ata  on  b oa tin g  a cc id en ts  for p u b ­

lic  d istr ib u tion .
•  M arked and tracked Florida's restricted w aterw ay  zon es.
•  P rin ted  and d istr ib u ted  B oatin g  S afety  A lerts.
•  S u p p orted  th e  F lorida B oating A d v iso ry  C ou n cil.

Program Expansion
•  A d d itio n a l finan cia l assistan ce  is crucial d u e  to the p a ss­

in g  o f  the ed u ca tio n  bill. F u n d in g  is  required  to su p p o rt  
th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  o u r  ed u c a tio n a l in it ia t iv e  to m a k e  
co u rses a v a ila b le  n o t  o n ly  to  the y o u n g  boaters b u t to  
the entire b o a tin g  p u b lic  o f  F lorida. A n  increased  n eed  
for ed u ca tio n  an d  en forcem en t efforts are an ticip ated  
for targetin g  th e  p erson a l w atercraft operators. PW C s  
currently  a cco u n t for  8% o f  reg istered  recreational b oat­
ers in  F lorida an d  are in v o lv e d  in 38% o f th e  acciden ts.

•  W ith th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  the b oa tin g  ed u ca tio n  program , 
there is  a d irec t n e e d  to in crease  th e  n u m b er  o f  ed u c a ­
tion  in stru ctors a n d  the im p lem en ta tio n  o f  a  sta tew id e

"Train th e  Trainer" p rogram  to en h an ce in structor sk ills . 
T he C o m m iss io n  has esta b lish ed  fiv e  p riority  is su e s  for  
the u p c o m in g  year. O n e  is su e  w ill task  its e m p lo y e e s  to  
c o n tin u e  its p rou d  trad ition  o f  b e in g  se n s it iv e  to th e  
n e e d s  o f  the c it izen s  o f  F lorida. W ith e m p lo y e e s  in a ll 
67  co u n ties , w e  h a v e  a w id e  variety  o f  b oa tin g  sa fe ty  
co m m u n ity  in v o lv e m e n t efforts in p lace .

T he C o m m iss io n  w ill w ork  tow ard  th e  p rom otion  o f  
PFD  u s e  th rou gh  an in itia tiv e  w ith  th e  P en n zo il P rod ­
u c ts  C o . P r o m o tio n  w il l  b e  e s ta b lis h e d  s t a t e w id e  
p ro v id in g  ch ild ren  th a t w ear  their life  jacket w ith  a T- 
shirt th at sa y s  "I go t ca u g h t w ea r in g  m y  life  jacket."

in



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
GEORGIA

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu ra l R e so u rc e s  
W ild life  R eso u rces  D iv is io n  
2 0 7 0  U .S . H ig h w a y  2 78 , SE  
S o c ia l C irc le , G A  3 0 0 2 5

State Boating Facts
1996  R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 3 0 2 ,8 7 4

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts  98

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s  17

1996 B oat*, M o to r , T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s  $ 1 7 3 ,3 1 7 ,0 0 0
• Retail wluex for inboard bools, strmdrive boats and oiltboanl boats.

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

Lt. C o l. B ob  B row n
A s s is ta n t  C h ie f  o f  L a w  E n fo r c e m e n t  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (770 ) 9 1 8 -6 4 0 8 /F a x :  (770 ) 91 8 -6 4 1 0

L ak es

R iv ers

C o a s t lin e

FY  9 8  F ed era l G ran t

5 0 9 ,0 0 0  a cres  

16 ,000  m ile s  

10 0  m ile s  

$ 1 /1 0 4 ,3 3 9

Projects and Procrams
•  C on tin u a l e m p h a s is  on  th e  sta te 's b oa tin g  u n d er the  

in flu en ce  la w s  is carried  o u t  in  part w ith  federal fu n d s. 
S om e 375 officers rece ive  an n u a l train ing in en forcem ent 
p rocedures. O v er  th e  past 10 years, th e  total n u m b er o f  
registered  boat? has in creased  b y  ap p rox im ately  200,000  
boats.

•  T hrough  c o u rses  c o n d u c te d  b y  U n d erw riter 's  Labora­
tories, m ore than 85  officers w ere  trained in  ad v a n ce  
boat accid en t in vestiga tion  a n d  reconstruction . A d van ce  
cou rses a tten d ed  b y  officers w ill en ab le  th em  to train 
o th e r  o ff ic e r s  in  th e  in v e s t ig a t iv e  te c h n iq u e s  th e y  
learned . T h is co n tin u es  to b e  an  e ffectiv e  force in d eter­
m in in g  a cc id en t tren ds.

•  P ersonal w atercraft o n  the sta te 's  p u b lic  w aters h as b e ­
co m e an in crea sin g  p rob lem . Strict en forcem en t o f  the  
PW C la w s  h a s  b een  in itia ted  b y  se ttin g  u p  ad d ition a l 
patrols, con cen tratin g  on  h ig h  activ ity  areas d u rin g  peak  
a ctiv ity  tim e p er iod s .

•  E d u cation  o f  p er so n a l w atercraft op erators h a s  b een  
in itia ted  and  en h a n ced . W e h a v e  im p lem en ted  an in ­
t e n s iv e  p u b l ic  r e la t io n s  e n f o r c e m e n t  c a m p a ig n  
regard in g  u n sa fe  op era tion  o f  p erson a l w atercraft.

•  T h rou gh  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  d o llars, the sta te 's  f le e t  o f  p a ­
trol b o a ts  has b een  refu rb ish ed , rep laced  and  a d d ed  to.

•  P ublic serv ice  a n n o u n cem en ts  w ere  p ro d u ced  and  d is ­
tributed  to te lev is io n  sta tio n s an d  cab le TV co m p a n ies  
th rou gh ou t th e  state.

•  T he in sta lla tion  o f  a s ta te w id e  h igh -b an k  rad io  repeater  
sy s tem  n o w  p ro v id es  total co v era g e  to  a ll m ajor w ater­
w a y s  in  the state .

•  B oating sa fety  m a n u a ls  and  p a m p h le ts  are p ro d u ced  
an d  d istr ib u ted  in  m a ss  q u an tities y ea r ly  to better in ­
form  th e  p u b lic  on  b oa tin g  sa fe ty  m atters.

•  T he b oa tin g  p u b lic  n o w  has Internet access  to th e  state's  
b oatin g  law s.

Program Expansion
•  P rovide add ition a l train ing for all officers to enab le them  

to d ea l w ith  th e  g r o w in g  nu m b er  o f  p erson a l w atercraft 
on o u r  w aterw ays.

•  N eed  to u p d a te  th e  stu d en t b o a tin g  m an u a ls  to c o n ­
form  w ith  a n e w  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  v id e o  course.

•  Increase state's boaH ng sa fety  law  en forcem en t position s

b y  at lea st 20 officers.

•  P rov id e  a con tin u a l fo c u s  on  m a in ta in in g  and  in creas­
in g  p u b lic  a w a ren ess o f  b o a tin g  sa fety  is su e s  a n d  n eed  
for ed u ca tion . E xpand p u b lic  a w a ren ess  ca m p a ig n  co n ­
cern in g  the d a n g ers o f  a lco h o l and  d ru g  a b u se  w h ile  
o p era tin g  a v e sse l.



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  &
HAWASI /

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L an d  &  N a tu ra l  R e so u rc e s
D iv is io n  o f  B o a tin g  & O c e a n  R ecrea tio n  
3 3 3  Q u e e n  S tree t, S u ite  300  
H o n o lu lu ,  H I 9 6 8 1 3

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

H o w a r d  B . G e h r in g
S ta te  B o a tin g  L aw  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h o n e: (8 0 8 ) 5 8 7 -1966  
Fax: (8 0 8 ) 58 7 -1 9 7 7

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 15 ,163 L a k es 2 9 ,4 4 0  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 18 R iv ers N / A
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 2

C o a s t l in e 1 ,052  m ile s
1996 B oat* , M o to r , T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S id e s  N / A
• Retail values far inboard I units, stenxdri ve boots and outboard boats.

FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t $ 7 1 7 ,1 2 2

Projects and Programs
•  Transferred m arin e  patro l resp o n s ib ilit ie s  from  th e  D e­

partm ent o f  P u b lic  Safety  to  the D ep artm en t o f  L and  
a n d  N atu ra l R esou rces' D iv is io n  o f  C on serv a tio n  and  
R eso u rces  E n fo rcem en t (D O C A R E ) o n  J u ly  1, 1996. 
C o m p le ted  in teg ra tio n  o f  form er m arin e  patrol o fficers  
an d  in v e n to r y /r e p a ir  o f  eq u ip m en t.

•  E nforcem en t o fficers and  b o a tin g  sta ff co m p le tes  U SC G  
A u xiliary  sa fe  b o a tin g  cou rses.

•  Su b m itted  req u ests  to  th e  State o f  H a w a ii L egislature  
to esta b lish  c iv il p en a lt ie s  for b oa tin g -rela ted  o ffen ses.

•  Installed  n e w  co m p u ters  for the v e sse l reg istra tion  sy s -

Program Expansion
•  O ver  50% o f  ou r fed era l gran t is  d ed ica ted  to su p p o rt  

for w aterb orn e  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  en forcem en t. T he d iv i­
s io n  h o p es to  e sta b lish  a p a rtn ersh ip  w ith  th e  U SC G  by  
coord in a tin g  ro u tin e  p atro ls and  en fo rcem en t activ ities  
and  p la c in g  o fficers ab ou t U SCG  v e ss e ls  an d  aircraft. 
O fficer e ffec tiv en ess  w ill a lso  be en h an ced  w ith  th e  pur­
ch ase  o f  G PS and  n ig h t v is io n  d e v ic e s  for rou tin e  patrol; 
and  jet b oa ts  or  jet sk is  for near-sh ore  patro l and  thrill 
craft en forcem en t.

•  O v er  5 0 %  o f  patro l crafts an d  v e h ic le s  p r e v io u s ly  pu r­
ch ased  w ith  fed era l fu n d s are reach in g  th eir  ex p ected  
u sefu l life a n d  w ill h a v e  to  b e  rep laced  in  th e  im m e d i­
ate  future.

tern. S o ftw a re  is  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d . D a te  o f  im p lem en ta ­
tion  is  p en d in g .

•  C urren tly  rew ritin g  a n d  co m p ilin g  th e  H a w a ii A d m in ­
istra tive  R u les that g o v ern  b o a tin g , sm a ll b oa t harbors 
and  facilities , an d  o cea n  recreation.

•  C o n tin u e d  b o a t in g  sa fe ty  e d u c a t io n  for th e  p u b lic;  
w h ich  in c lu d e d  a P h a se  I for g ra d es  k in d ergarten -6 , 
p h a se  II for g ra d es  7-9 , and  a N A S B L A -ap p roved  h o m e  
s tu d v  co u rse  for  the gen era l pu b lic . C o m p le ted  recruit­
m en t for a B oatin g  S a fety  E ducation  S p ecia list to d e sig n  
and  im p le m e n t a s ta tew id e  program .

•  F ederal fu n d in g  is  n ecessary  to  im p lem en t th e  b oating  
and  w a ter  sa fe ty  p rogram  th rou gh ou t th e  state . A  n eed  
ex is ts  to  co n tin u e  p u b lic  ou treach  for sch o o l ch ild ren  
an d  th e  genera) p u b lic , and  to  exp an d  ca m p a ig n s or  
co u rses that fo cu s on  boatin g  safety, the d a n g ers o f  Boat­
in g  W h ile  U n d er  th e  In flu en ce  and  re sp o n s ib le  thrill 
craft o p era tion .

•  A  n eed  ex is ts  to  ex ten d  d irect on -lin e  access  for the n e w  
v e s s e l  reg is tra tio n  s y s te m s  to  th e  is la n d s  o f  K au a i, 
M olok a i, Lanai and  H a w a ii a s  w e ll a s  harbor o ffices  lo ­
cated  o u ts id e  m etrop o litan  H o n o lu lu .

20



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
IDAHO

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P a rk s  & R e c re a t io n
P.O. B o x  8 3 7 2 0  
B o ise , ID  8 3 7 2 0 -0 0 6 5

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

J im  P o u ls e n
B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h on e: (2 0 8 ) 3 3 4 -4 1 8 0 , e x t . 2 3 5 /F a x :  (2 0 8 ) 334-3741

State Boating Facts
1996

1996

1996

1996

R e g is te r e d  B o a ts

B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts

B o a tin g  D e a th s

B oat*, M o to r , T railer  
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s

8 0 ,6 8 2

86

6

$ 4 3 ,0 6 7 ,0 0 0

Lakes

R iv ers

C o a s t lin e

FY 9 8  F ed era l G rant

5 0 0 ,0 0 0 +  a c r e s  

16 ,000+  m ile s  

0

$ 6 3 5 ,7 8 4
• Retail values far Inboard I oats, stemdrive IhuiIx aiul autlwanl boats.

Projects and Programs
O u r v o lu n teer  certified  b oa tin g  sa fe ty  in stru ctor  pro­
gram  co n tin u es  to  g ro w  w ith  30 n e w  instructors b e in g  
a d d e d  an nually . B oat Safety  fu n d s are u se d  for m ateri­
a ls , certification  w o r k sh o p s  and  in stru ctor  in cen tives.

M arine la w  en forcem en t is  b eco m in g  a h ig h er  priority  
a m o n g  th e  se v e r a l c o u n ty  sh e r iffs . C o n tin u e d  h igh  
b oater fa ta lity  rates across the sta te  h ave p r o v id e d  the 
in c e n t iv e  to  act w ith  in crea sed  e ffe c tiv e n e ss . N ea r ly  
14,000 b oa ts  are in sp ec ted  each  year.

•  Federal fu n d s  a llo w e d  u s to co m b in e  our b oa tin g  la w  
brochu re an d  b oa tin g  fac ility  g u id e  in to  a n e w  Idaho 

B oating G uide. T his n e w  g u id e  w ill b e  m ailed  to  all r e g ­
istered  boat o w n ers  b e g in n in g  in 1998.

® In 1996 w e  pu rch ased  so u n d -lev e l m eters, an d  p ro v id ed  
tra in ing  to loca l d e p u tie s  in  b oa t so u n d  d etection . T h is  
program  a n sw ered  an  id en tified  p u b lic  n eed .

Program Expansion
< A d d itio n a l Boat S a fety  fu n d s  are b e in g  u se d  to ad d  on e  

n e w  p o s itio n  to o u r  N orth  Idaho reg ion a l headquarters. 
T h is n e w  p o s it io n  w ill  b e  re sp o n s ib le  for boater ed u ca ­
tion  p rogram s, su p p ly in g  n eed ed  loca l in teraction  w ith  
the p u b lic  an d  o th er  a g en c ies , an d  w ill co o rd in a te  the  
efforts o f  th e  "Sea Dart," a w o r ld -fa m o u s sa ilb oat our  
a g e n c y  recen tly  acq u ired . T he Sea D art w ill be u se d  at 
sch o o l program s, cam p fire  p rogram s and boat sh o w s

to sp read  the sa fe  b oa tin g  m essa g e .

F e a tu re  P ro g ra m

•  We are m ost p rou d  o f  o u r  sem ia n n u a l sta te b o a tin g  c o n ­
feren ce and  o u r  an n u al boater survey. T h ese  p rogram s  
h elp  u s  to d e term in e  th e  n e e d s  and v a lu es  o f  th e  a g e n ­
cies p ro v id in g  b oa tin g  serv ices , as w e ll as th o se  o f  th e  
boaters th em selv es .

21



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  y )
IL L IN O IS  S

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu r a l R e s o u r c e s  
O ffic e  o f  L a w  E n fo rcem en t  
5 2 4  S. S e c o n d  S treet  
S p r in g f ie ld , IL 6 2 7 0 1 -1 7 8 7

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

T om  W a k o lb in g e r
D e p u ty  C h ie f  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h on e: (217) 7 8 2 -6 4 3 1 /F a x :  (2 1 7 ) 7 8 5 -8405

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 3 6 8 ,1 3 8 L ak es 1.3 m ill io n  a cres

1.996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 156 R ivers 1 3 ,000  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 27

C o a stlin e 0
1996 B oat*, M otor , T railer

a n d  A c c e s so r y  S a le s $ 2 4 9 ,9 3 4 ,0 0 0 FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t $ 9 6 3 ,2 7 5
• Retail \ allies far inbinml hauls, slrnnlrixr hauls anil anlhoanl boats.

Projects and Programs
> In ad d itio n  to  p ro v id in g  train ing to  all Illin o is b oatin g  

officers in O U I d etectio n  an d  enforcem en t an n u ally , the 
Illin o is D N R , O ffice  o f  L aw  E nforcem ent, p ro v id es  lim ­
ited  tra in ing  to o th er  en forcem en t a g en c ie s  that p ro v id e  
b oatin g  en fo rcem en t w ith in  their ju risd ictions.

R ecruit train ing  in c lu d es  in stru ction  in b oa tin g  la w s, 
en forcem en t proced u re, and  boat h a n d lin g  an d  m a in te­
nance.

A  co m b in ed  en forcem en t an d  ed u ca tion  program  tar­
g e tin g  PW C operators is currently  in  the d ev e lo p m en ta l 
s ta g e s  to b e  im p lem en ted  in  1998. T his p rogram  w ill 
in v o lv e  se n d in g  a team  o f  PW C  en forcem en t officers to 
the areas w ith  the grea test n u m b ers o f  acc id en ts and  
com p la in ts  ab ou t PW C s. A  h an d s-on  PW C  sa fety  and  
op eration  co u rse  w ill  b e ad vertised  and carried o u t in 
the m o rn in g  o f  sp ec ified  d a y s , and  in  the a ftern oon  o f­
ficers w ill u se  patro l PW C in a con cen trated  effort to

ad d ress PW C con cern s.

> E m ph asis is p laced  o n  th orou gh  accid en t in v estig a tio n s  
and m ore officers are trained in this area each  year. A ll 
fatal acc id en ts  are in v es tig a ted  by an en forcem en t o f ­
ficer a n d  th e  m ajority  o f  s e r io u s  p erso n a l in jury  o r  
prop erty  d a m a g e  acc id en ts are a lso  in v estig a ted .

A ll officers w o rk in g  on  Lake M ich igan  receive  ex ten ­
s iv e  b oard in g  officer tra in in g  and  m u st d em o n stra te  
sk ills in  search and  rescue, p ilo tin g  an d  n av igation , co m ­
m u n ica tion s a n d  oth er critical d u ties.

A river rescue u n it h as been  trained for resp on se  on  a 
portion  o f  the Illino is R iver w h ere  acc id en ts a t a m ajor 
dam  are com m on . O fficers h ave received  ex ten siv e  train­
in g  in sw ift  w a ter  rescu e an d  h o w  to d ea l w ith  reverse  
currents and o th er  hazards o f  lo w  head d am s, sp illw a y s  
and river locks.

Program Expansion
•  S h ou ld  fu n d in g  b eco m e  ava ilab le , ten to tw en ty  a d d i­

t io n a l  tr a in e d  a n d  e q u ip p e d  b o a t in g  o f f ic e r s  are  
d esp era te ly  n ee d e d  th rou gh ou t the state. M an y  critical 
areas in  I llin o is  rece iv e  o n ly  occasion a l patrol or are  
patro lled  o n  a ltern a tin g  w e e k e n d s  b eca u se  the m a n ­
p o w e r  and  e q u ip m en t are sim p ly  n o t a va ilab le  to co v er  
all areas as n eed ed .

•  PW C  ed u ca tio n  an d  en forcem en t w o u ld  b e  ex p a n d ed  
co n sid era b ly  if  fu n d in g  w ere  availab le . T h is is an area  
w h ere  the p u b lic  b eco m es m ore v o ca l and d e m a n d in g  
ev ery  year. E xisting b u d g e ts  d o  not a llo w  for ex p an sion .

•  O U I en forcem en t exp an sion  is n eed ed  in certain  areas. 
O n o n e  w ater b o d y  w h ere  O U I had b eco m e a s ig n ifi­
can t p ro b lem , sa tu ra tio n  d e ta ils  p r o d u c e d  a record  
n u m b er o f  arrests in 1997, c lear ly  d em o n stra tin g  th e  
n eed  for increased  en forcem en t in target areas. S h ou ld  
fu n d in g  b e c o m e  a v a ila b le , O U I e n fo r c e m e n t tea m s  
w o u ld  b e  sen t to  the m o st critical areas a s n eed ed .

•  S evera l patrol b oats are b e in g  u sed  p a st their op tim al 
life  sp an  w h ich  resu lts in  d ep en d a b ility  p rob lem s and  
in creased  m ain ten an ce costs. If fu n d in g  w ere ava ilab le , 
th ese  b o a ts  w o u ld  b e rep laced .



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  f ~
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A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu r a l R e s o u r c e s  
L aw  E n fo rcem en t D iv is io n  
A G C S  W 2 5 5 D  
402 W est W a sh in g to n  
In d ia n a p o lis , IN  4 6 2 0 4

State Boating Facts

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

M a jo r  Larry G . R h in e h a r t
C o m m a n d e r  o f  H e a d q u a r te r s  & S e r v ic e s  

B o a tin g  L aw  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (317) 2 3 2 -4 0 1 0 /F a x :  (317) 2 3 2 -8 0 3 5

1996  R e g is te r e d  B o a ts  2 0 3 ,9 7 6

1996  B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts  143

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s  15

1996  B oat*, M otor, T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s  $113 ,101 ,000
• Retail mines for iaboanl bonis, stmt Jr/ve bools ami ottibonnl boats.

L a k es

R iv ers

C o a stlin e

FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t

2 4 6 ,0 0 0  a cres  

B e in g  s u r v e y e d  

0

$ 7 1 8 ,6 3 6

Proiects and Programs
•  B ecause a lcoh o l is  con sid ered  a m ajor factor in  b oating  

acc id en ts, a B oating  W h ile  In toxicated  (BW I) task  force 
h as b een  esta b lish ed . W e a d v er tise  w h ere  w e  w ill be  
o p era tin g  the task  force a n d  in so m e  in sta n ces w e  h ave  
b e e n  in fo rm ed  th a t b o a ters  h a v e  s ta y e d  m o o red  to  
"party". W h ile  th ey  m ay d rin k  a n d  boat o n  an oth er  day, 
at least o n  that d a y  there w a s  a t least o n e  less in tox i­
c a te d  b o a te r  o n  th e  w a te r . T h is  h a s  b r o u g h t  o u r  
p ercen tage  o f  a lco h o l related  fa ta lities d o w n  from  50% 
to 20% in  th e  last fou r years.

•  A  co m p reh en s iv e  R iver R escu e T rain ing P rogram  has 
b een  esta b lish ed . It trains s tu d e n ts  from  a ll over  th e  na­
tion  in sa fe  and  effective  rescue o f  boaters in  sw ift w a te r /  
h ig h  w a ter  situ a tio n s, in c lu d in g  lo w  le v e l d am s. W ith  
th e  increase in th e  n u m b er  o f b oaters h e a v ily  u s in g  the  
rivers in  a ll ty p es  o f  craft and  in  a ll ty p es  o f  w ater  and  
w eath er c o n d it io n s , this train ing w ill  sa v e  lives  and  pro­

v id e  v a lu a b le  se lf-re scu e  tra in in g  for th e  o fficers in ­
v o lv e d .

•  P ortab le breath testin g  d e v ic e s  h a v e  been p u rch a sed  to 
a llo w  o n -th e -sp o t te s tin g  o f  in tox ica ted  b oaters. T h is  
g iv e s  the o fficer th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  act im m ed ia te ly  on  
a v io la tio n  b y  rem o v in g  th e  in tox ica ted  b oater from  the  
w ater. It a lso  a llo w s  the le g a l b oater  to co n tin u e  their  
d a y s  recreation  w ith o u t b e in g  in co n v en ien ced  by  a trip  
to to w n  for ch em ica l testin g .

•  Indiana has h osted  W atercraft A cc id en t In v estig a tio n  
sem in ars to im p ro v e  w a terw a y  sa fe ty  by m o re  p ro fe s ­
s io n a l accid en t in v es tig a tio n s . T his d e term in es  th e  root 
c a u se  o f  b oa tin g  acc id en ts . W ith ou t p rofession a l a cc i­
d en t in v estig a tio n s  it is d ifficu lt, if  n ot im p o ss ib le , to  
u n co v er  tren d s in a cc id en ts. To take prop er action  to 
preven t accidents y o u  m u st first d eterm in e  w h en , w h ere  
and  h o w  acc id en ts are  occurring.

Program Expansion
• W ith co n tin u ed  grow th  in  the n u m b er  o f  recreational 

boaters, a n  a d d e d  la w  en fo rcem en t p resen ce  is n ece s­
sary. A n  a d e q u a te  n u m b er  o f  e f fe c t iv e ly  trained la w  
en forcem en t p erson n el regu larly  p erform in g  p atro ls on  
h ig h  u se  a n d /o r  a cc id en t pron e s ta le  w a ter s  w ill a llo w  
b oaters to  ea sily  report p rob lem s and  accid en ts. It w ill 
a lso  a llo w  for m o re  e ffec tiv e  an d  effic ien t law  en force­
m ent.

•  T h e  b oa tin g  ed u ca tio n  program  n e e d s  to  b e exp an d ed  
to  m eet th e  n eed s  o f  the cu rren t boaters an d  th e  pro­
jected  in crease  in  boaters. E m p h asis w ill b e p laced  on  
th e  im p ortan ce o f  rep ortin g  accid en ts. T h e C onst G uard  
estim ates that th ey  receive  o n ly  a sm all p ercen tage  o f  
nonfatal a cc id en ts. We n e e d  m ore and better in form a­

tion  to p rop erly  a d d ress  th e  p ro b lem s in  b oatin g .
•  A d d itio n a l fu n d in g  w o u ld  p ro v id e  for a fu ll-t im e  b o a t­

in g  ed u ca tio n  coord in a tor  p o s it io n . T his w o u ld  m a k e  
the b oa tin g  e d u c a tio n  p rogram  m o re  e ffec tiv e  and  e ff i­
c ient.

•  T he con cep t o f  m otorboat op erator  lic en s in g  or  m a n d a ­
tory b oa tin g  ed u ca tio n  n e e d s  to be fu lly  s tu d ied . M ore  
k n o w led g ea b le  boaters w ill result in  few er  a cc id en ts.

•  We n eed  to acqu ire p erson a l flo ta tion  d e v ic e s  that are  
com fortab le  e n o u g h  for ou r  officers to  w ear o n  hot, h u ­
m id  p a tro ls. T h ey  m u s t b e  C onst G u ard  a p p r o v e d .  
H avin g  our officers w e a r  P FD s w ill se t  the righ t ex a m p le  
for th e  boatin g  pu b lic .



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
IOWA \

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu ra l  R e so u rc e s  
E n fo r c e m e n t b u r e a u  
W a lla ce  S ta te  O ff ic e  B u ild in g  
D e s  M o in e s , IA  50 3 1 9

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

R a n d y  E d w a rd s  
C h ie f

B o a tin g  L a w  E n fo r c e m e n t  
P h o n e: (5 1 5 ) 2 8 1 -5 9 1 9 /F a x :  (5 1 5 ) 28 1 -6 7 9 4

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 2 0 1 ,4 3 6 L ak es 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  a cre s

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 66 R ivers 9 ,0 0 0  m ile s
1 9 9 6 B o a tin g  D e a th s 10

C o a stlin e 0
1996 B oat*, M otor , T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 9 6 ,342 ,000 FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t $ 6 3 9 ,3 7 6
• Retail values for inboard Ihhiis. stenxdrive boats and outboanl boats.

Proiects and Program
•  W orking w ith  leg isla tu re  o n  b ills to  create b oa tin g  im ­

p lied  co n sen t and  m an d a to ry  b o a tin g /P W C  ed u cation .
•  T h e Iow a D ep artm en t o f N atural R esou rces has actively  

u tilized  federal boatin g  sa fety  fu n d s to  h e lp  p rov id e safe, 
accessib le  b oa tin g  access  to Iow a  w aters. In recent years, 
th ese  fu n d s  w ere  u se d  to m atch  sta te  M arine Fuel Tax 
fu n d s  to p r o v id e  im p ro v ed  access  to  th e  M iss iss ip p i  
R iver at M arquette, Iow a  a n d  to p ro v id e  b oa tin g  access  
to  2 ,265 a cres o f  p la n n ed  or  n e w ly  d e v e lo p e d  p u b lic  
w a ters in c lu d in g  B rushy C reek Lake, T hree M ile  R eser­
voir, R accoon  R iver R eg io n a l Park Lake, E ast Lake and  
D eer C reek Lake.

•  D ev e lo p m e n t co n tin u es  on  th e  K -12 w ater  sa fe ty  train­
in g  program  w h ich  p r o v id e s  c lassroom  in form ation  to  
y o u n g ster s  across th e  state.

•  A ll co n serv a tio n  o fficers h a v e  rece ived  e x ten s iv e  river  
rescu e train ing.

•  T he A q u a n a u ts b o a tin g  sa fety  program  co n tin u ed  w ith  
the train in g  o f  a d d it io n a l instructors. S evera l su m m er  
cam p s and  p u b lic  sch o o ls  u se  th is program , em p h a s iz ­
in g  h a n d s-o n  tr a in in g  w ith  m o to r b o a ts , r o w  b o a ts ,  
can oes, sa ilb oa ts  and  w ater  sk iin g .

•  T he D N R  has sp o n so red  a w a ter  sa fe ty  p oster  con test  
for the p a st 18 years for grad es 4-6  across the state. O ver  
500 en tr ies are rece iv ed  ann ually . T he co n test d e v e lo p s  
w ater  sa fety  a w a ren ess  a m o n g  y o u n g sters.

« A  free h o m e -stu d y  co u rse  is o ffered  to  Iow a 's  boaters. 
T his is  in ten d ed  to m a k e  boaters m ore k n o w led g a b le  
an d  h o p e fu lly  red u ce  fatal and  injury a ccid en ts.

•  A n  in fa n t/to d d le r  life  v e s t  lo a d  program  has p roven  to  
be popular. It h as b een  a n  ex ce llen t p u b lic  relations p ro ­
gram  to protect y o u n g  boaters. M any PFD s h a v e  b een  
d o n a ted  by  sev era l P FD  m anufacturers.

Program Expansion "
•  Patrol and  en fo rcem en t cap ab ilities w ill b e  enh an ced  

w ith  an in crease  o f  a t  least tw o  fu ll-tim e p o s itio n s  an d  
a b ou t six  sp ec ia l su m m er  patrol a id es .

•  P lans call for im p ro v in g  access on p u b lic  w aters through  
fin ancing  o f  fu lly  a ccess ib le  b oat access  facilities. T h ey  
w ill b e w e ll-d e s ig n e d  for safety , serv e  as p o in ts  o f in for­
m ation  d issem in ation , h elp  red u ce co n g estio n  at ex istin g  
lau n ch  site s  an d  p ro v id e  a d d itio n a l access  p o in ts  w h ich  
w ill h e lp  red u ce  resp o n se  tim es for  search  an d  rescu e  
efforts.

•  T here is  a  sign ifican t, u n m e t n eed  for a d d itio n a l m a­
rine patrol eq u ip m en t in c lu d in g  n ew  patrol v e sse ls  and  
eq u ip m en t to a d eq u a te ly  o u tfit these v e sse ls . T here is  
a lso  a n eed  for n e w  m a rin e  sto ra g e  b u ild in g s .

•  C o n tin u e  to d e v e lo p  a sp ec ia l m a n d a to ry  person a l w a ­
tercraft cou rse  for y o u th s  ages 12-17.

•  A  p o ss ib le  m an d atory  b oa tin g  ed u ca tio n  program  w ill 
require m ore stu d en t m an u als, a u d io v isu a l train ing aids  
an d  o th er  eq u ip m en t to  m eet th e  d em a n d .



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  I \

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W ild l ife  &  P a rk s  C h e n  S w a y n e
D iv is io n  o f  L a w  E n fo r c e m e n t B o a tin g  E d u c a tio n  C o o r d in a to r
9 0 0  S. W. J a ck so n , S te . 5 0 2  B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r
T o p ek a , K S 6 6 6 1 2  P h on e: (785) 296-2281  /F a x :  (785 ) 29 6 -6 9 5 3

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 1 0 0 ,180 L ak es 3 4 0 ,0 0 0  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 59 R iv ers 1 0 ,0 0 0  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 6

C o a stlin e 0
1996 B oat*, M o to r , T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $1 5 5 ,4 0 3 ,0 0 0 FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t $ 5 0 6 ,7 4 8
• Retail values for inboiini boats, ste nut rice boats and oulboani boats.

Proiects and Programs
• Federal fu n d in g  h a s  p ro v id ed  n ecessa ry  resou rces for  

th e  D ep a rtm en t o f  W ild life  & P arks to  d e v e lo p  and  
im p lem en t an  e ffec tiv e  b o a tin g  ed u ca tio n  p rogram  that 
m eets the req u irem en ts o f  th e  N a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n  o f  
State B oatin g  L aw  A d m in istra tors. T he a g en cy  h as u ti­
l i z e d  b o a t in g  s a f e ty  d o lla r s  to  e x p a n d  th e  b o a te r  
e d u c a tio n  c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  c o u r se  to th e  c la ssro o m , 
th rou gh  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  a fu ll-t im e  b o a tin g  ed u ca tio n  
coord inator.

•  T h o u sa n d s o f  recreational b oaters h a v e  b een  reached  
th rou gh  v a r io u s  in form ation a l ou treach  efforts in c lu d ­
in g  the Kansas Sober Skipper p rogram , Kansas B oating 

R egulations and S afety T ip s, Kansas Personal W atercraft 

R ider's G uide, p u b lic  serv ice  an n o u n cem en ts , boat sh o w  
d isp la y s , sa fe  b oater  e v e n ts  an d  p resen ta tion s in c lu d ­
in g  the W ater W ise E xp ose .

•  C o n serva tion  o fficers an d  b oa tin g  sa fety  officers p ro­
v id e  p ro fessio n a l serv ice  to  the p u b lic  b y  p articip atin g  
in  ed u ca tio n  co u rses , en forc in g  sta te  an d  fed eral la w s,

resp o n d in g  to  and  in v es tig a tin g  b oa tin g  acc id en ts an d  
p ro v id in g  search  an d  rescu e  op eration s. T h e D ep art­
m en t con tin u es to train officers in  BUI stan d ard ized  fie ld  
sob rie ty  testin g  an d  breath a lco h o l in stru m en t certifi­
c a t io n .  R e c e n t ly , th e  L a w  E n fo r c e m e n t  d iv i s i o n  
d e v e lo p e d  an d  im p lem en ted  a BUI check  la n e  p ro ce­
d u r a l m a n u a l th a t p r o v id e s  o f f ic e r s  w ith  p r e c is e  
gu id e lin es for con d u ctin g  ch eck  lan es in  accordance w ith  
state an d  federal la w s.

•  A tten d a n ce  at n ation a l m ee tin g s , in c lu d in g  th ose  for  
N A SB L A , W SB A A , IAM I, N SB C  a n d  the N a tio n a l W a­
ter S afety  C on gress h as p ro v id ed  th e  d ep artm en t w ith  
d irect in p u t in  n ation a l b oa tin g  sa fe ty  issu es. F u n d in g  
for atten d an ce at th ese  con feren ces is  d irectly  su p p o rted  
by federal assistan ce .

•  C on tin u ed  u p d a tin g  o f  b oats an d  officer eq u ip m en t h as  
b e e n  m a d e  p o s s ib l e  th r o u g h  f e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  
Prebreath testers are b e in g  acq u ired  for each  reservoir  
officer to en h a n ce  h is /h e r  BUI in v estig a tio n  practices.

Program Expansion
*  T he a g en cy  w o u ld  lik e  tc  in crease  its sea so n a l b oa tin g  •  A  b oa tin g  program  p la n n in g  sy s tem  sh o u ld  b e d e v e l-

sa fe ty  en fo rcem en t officer force in  h ig h -u se  areas, re- o p ed  to m a n a g e  the g r o w in g  d iv er s ity  in  w atercraft on
su itin g  in  in creased  sa fe ty  th rou gh  better contro l and  sta te  reservoirs,
m a n a g em en t o f  b o a tin g  a ctiv ities .

25



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T W O R K  IN  r S
KENTUCKY >

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

K e n t u c k y  D e p t , o f  F ish  &  W ild l i f e  
D iv is io n  o f  L a w  E n fo r c e m e n t
#1 G a m e  Farm  R o a d  
F ra n k fo rt, KY 40601

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

C o l. D a v id  L o v e le s s  
B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h o n e: (5 0 2 ) 5 6 4 -3 0 7 4 /F a x :  (502) 5 6 4 -3 1 7 8

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B oats 156 ,666 L a k es 6 6 0 ,0 0 0  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 95 R ivers 1 8 ,500  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 8

C o a s t lin e 0
1996 B eat*, M otor, T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 1 0 2 ,0 8 7 ,0 4 4 FY 98 F ed era l G ran t $ 8 0 4 ,9 9 5
• Retail values far inboaul boms, stermhive boats aiul oulboani boats.

Proiects and Programs
•  The b oa tin g  sa fe ty  p rogram  stresses  strict en forcem en t  

and ed u ca tion . S tatistics in d ica te  in creased  u se  o f  the  
state's w a terw a y s w h ile  boatin g  fatalities h a v e  drop p ed .

•  The en forcem en t p rogram  cen ters arou n d  a v ig o ro u s e f­
fort to  r e m o v e  a lc o h o l and  d r u g  im p a ir e d  b o a ters , 
m ak in g  the w a te r w a y s  safer for  fa m ily - or ien ted  b oat­
in g  activ ities.

•  K entucky's ed u ca tio n a l program  str iv e s  to reach b o a t­
ers o f  a ll ages. S tu d en ts  in  th e  sch o o l sy s te m  co m p rise

th e  m a in stay  o f  th e  program . T h ere h as b een  in creased  
su ccess  in  reach in g  the a d u lt b oater  th rou gh  c iv ic  pro­
gram s a n d  sem in a rs  g iv e n  in  th e  w ork p lace .

•  Efforts co n tin u e  to d issem in a te  b oa tin g  sa fe ty  in form a­
tion  through  the m edia , P ress releases are released  before  
m ajor h o lid a y  w e e k e n d s . D u rin g  th e o ff-sea so n , infor­
m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  d a n g e r s  o f  c o ld  w a t e r  a n d  
h y p o th erm ia  is re leased .

Program Expansion
•  C ross-tra in in g  w ith  K en tu ck y con serva tion  officers w ill 

a llo w  a d d it io n a l patrol w ith o u t h iring  m ore p erson n el. 
A  h ig h ly  v is ib le  patrol is  o n e  o f  the greatest d eterren ts  
to  v io la tio n s  a n d  acc id en ts. In creased  m a n p o w e r  w ill  
en ab le  p atro ls to  o p era te  on  w a ters n o t ty p ica lly  p a ­
trolled .

•  E qu ipm ent, in c lu d in g  v eh ic le s , b oats an d  rad ios, m u st  
b e  u p grad ed  s o  that officers m a y  fu n ction  efficiently.

•  W ith a d d it io n a l fu n d in g , K en tu ck y  co u ld  ex p a n d  its

J

e d u c a tio n a l and  p u b lic  in fo rm a tio n  p ro g ra m s. S u ch  
fu n d in g  w o u ld  p ro v id e  s o m e  p art-tim e ed u ca to rs  and  
a llo w  b oa tin g  sa fe ty  to be ta u g h t in  the b o a tin g  sea so n . 
M ore effort co u ld  a lso  b e  d e v o te d  to v id e o  p ro d u ction  
a n d  P SA s to  reach m ore p eo p le .

•  F u n d s for train ing n e w  officers m u st be increased . Train­
in g  for e x is t in g  o ff ic e r s  m u st c o n t in u e , a lso . S u ch  
train ing en ab les officers to  co m m a n d  m o re  respect from  
the pu b lic  and  en cou rages their co m p lia n ce  w ith  th e  law.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T W O R K  IN
L O U IS IA N A

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W ild l ife  & F is h e r ie s  
L o u is ia n a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W ild life  
&  F ish e r ie s  E n fo r c e m e n t D iv is io n  
2 0 0 0  Q u a il D r iv e /P .O . B ox 9 8 0 0 0  
B aton  R o u g e , L A  7 0 8 98 -9000

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

Lt. C o l. C h a r le s  C la rk
B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h on e: (504 ) 7 6 5 -2983  
Fax: (504) 76 5 -2 8 3 2

State Boating Facts
1996  R e g is te r e d  B o a ts  320 ,941

19 9 6  B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts  146

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s  3 7

1996 B oat*, M otor, T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s  $ 2 1 7 ,9 2 5 ,0 0 0
* Retail values for inboard boats, sietndnvc bunts ami oulboani boats.

L akes

R ivers

C o a s t lin e

FY 98  F ed era l G ran t

4 ,7 4 1 ,7 6 0  acres  

4 0 ,6 7 9  m ile s  

7,721 m ile s  

$ 9 9 9 ,4 1 8

Proiects and Programs
' L ouisiana, fo llo w in g  the lead  o f  the C oast G uard's R oles 

and  M is s io n s  s tu d y  o f  1982 w h ic h  reco m m en d ed  that 
sta te s  sh o u ld  a ss u m e  the lea d  role in  both  b oa tin g  la w  
en fo rcem en t and  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  ed u ca tio n , form ed th e  
S o u th  East L ou isian a  Search and  R escu e o rg a n iza tio n  
(SELSAR). T h is  g ro u p  coord in a tes  th e  resou rces o f each  
m em b er  o r g a n iz a t io n  to p rotect th e  liv e s  o f  L ou isiana  
c itizen s. It h a s  resou rces to h a n d le  em erg en c ies  on  lan d , 
in  th e  w a ter  and  u n d e r  th e  w ater. SELSAR co m b in es  
th e  ta len ts o f  106 o rg a n iza tio n s  and  a g en c ies .
B oating sa fe ty  en forcem en t patrols h a v e  b een  en h an ced  
and  m a in ta in ed  by  th e  a d d it io n  o f fed era l fu n d in g . T he  
m a in ten a n ce  o f  the b o a tin g  en forcem en t flee t h as cre ­
a te d  a v i s ib l e  p r e s e n c e  a n d  in c r e a s e d  v o lu n t a r y  
co m p lia n ce  w ith  sa fe ty  reg u la tio n s. T his h a s  had a d i­
rect a ffect o n  b o a tin g  a cc id en ts , in juries a n d  fa ta lities, 
and  w ith  th e  in crea sed  p o p u la r ity  o f  p erson a l w a ter ­
craft an d  u ltra  h ig h -p er fo rm a n ce  b oa ts , o n ly  s tro n g  
en fo rcem en t can  s to p  a cc id en ts  an d  fa ta lit ie s  from  r is­

in g  to u n p reced en ted  lev e ls .
> A  DW1 task  force  h as b een  a c tiv e  to h e lp  r em o v e  th e  

a lcoh o l or  d ru g -im p a ired  b oater  from  th e w ater. W h ile  
the n u m b er  o f  arrests ro se  in itia lly , a m o re  re sp o n s ib le  
a ttitu d e  tow ard  b oa tin g  has e v o lv e d . H ot sp o ts  are ev er  
ch a n g in g  and the en forcem en t effort is ch a n g in g  to m eet  
the n eed s.

1 The Boating Safety Education Program  has been  taken to  
the public by en forcem ent d iv is io n  instructors.The public  
has a chance to talk w ith  the p eop le  th ey  can expect to 
m eet on  the water. Inform ation is shared about require­
m en ts , ru les  a n d  lo ca l k n o w le d g e . O n ce  a g a in , th e  
departm ent w ill try to pass a boating education bill through  
the legislature that w ill m eet all N A SB L A  requirem ents. 
C o m p reh en siv e  tra in ing  o f  a ll n e w  a g en ts  is b e in g  co n ­
tin u ed  in  all a sp ec ts  o f  b o a tin g , in c lu d in g  boat a cc id en t  
in v estig a tio n , D W I a p p reh en sio n , b o a tin g  ed u ca tio n , 
search  an d  rescu e, s to le n  b oats and  m ore. T here co u ld  
a lso  b e  m ore in  serv ice  tra in in g  for officers.

Program Expansion
•  N o w  m ore than  ever , the n eed  for b o a tin g  sa fety  p ro ­

gram s far e x c e e d s  th e  a va ilab le  fu n d in g . M ore m o n ey  
n eed s  to b e  a u th o r ized  and  app ropriated  for the b oa t­
in g  sa fety  accoun t, so  further exp an sion  of b oatin g  sa fety  
p rogram s ca n  b e  im p lem en ted .

•  M ore a ss is ta n ce  co u ld  p ro v id e  ad d ition a l eq u ip m en t to  
su p p o rt SELSAR. T h is w o u ld  p ro v id e  a sa fer  m arine  
en v iro n m en t, red u ce  resp o n se  tim e and  p o ss ib ly  h e lp  
sa v e  m ore v ic tim s.

•  DW I en forcem en t co u ld  b e en h an ced  and m ore p erson s  
w h o  are d ed ica ted  to  th is sp ec ific  task  o f rem o v in g  in ­
tox ica ted  boaters from  sta te  w aterw ays.

• A d d itio n a l a lco h o l d etectio n  e q u ip m en t n eed s  to be is ­
su ed  to  agents.

•  Larger and  better eq u ip p ed  en forcem en t p atro ls co u ld  
b e im p lem en ted  w ith  m ore fu n d in g . M ore tim e d e d i­
cated  to the b oa tin g  sa fe ty  task an d  greater en forcem en t  
sa tu ration  w o u ld  resu lt in  greater co m p lia n ce  to  regu ­
la tion s an d  red u ce  careless operation .

•  M ore boating  ed u cation  c lasses cou ld  b e  con d u cted  w ith  
th e  com b in a tion  o f  fu n d in g  a n d  a m an d ate  for boaters  
to  attend . A  boat operator  w ill rea lize  sa fer  w a ters w h en  
all o ther operators are fo llo w in g  the sa m e  rules.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN

In land  F ish eries & W ild life  D epartm en t
M aine W arden Service
284 State Street, A ugusta , ME 04333
C ol. Parker K. Tripp
Director o f  Law Enforcem ent
B oating Law A dm inistrator
Phone: (207) 287-2766/ Fax: (207) 287-8094

D epartm ent o f  M arine R esources  
Bureau o f M arine Patrol 
State H ouse Station #21 

A ugusta , ME 04333  
C ol. Joseph  F essenden , C h ie f  

Phone: (207) 624-6550 
Fax: (207) 624-6024

State Boating Facts
1996
1996
1996
1996

R eg is te red  Boats
B oa ting  A cc id en ts
B oa ting  D ea th s
Boat*, M oto r, T ra ile r 
a n d  A cce sso ry  S a les

118,786
42

0

$58,705,000
Retail values far inboard boats, stenulrive hoots anil outboani fowls.

Lakes

R ivers

C o a s tlin e

FY 98 F ede ra l G ra n t

1,452,800 ac re s

32,000 m ile s  

3,478 m ile s  

$721,070

Proiects and Programs
•  In ad d ition  to  form al instruction , in form ational and e d u ­

cational m aterials are a lso  d istributed  b y  In land Fisheries 
and W ild life  an d  th e  D ep artm en t o f  M arine R esources  
at sp ortsm an  s h o w s  an d  trade and  reg ion a l sh o w s. Lit­
erature is a lso  p ro v id ed  to each  p erson  registering a boat, 
as w e ll as to b o a t d ea lers , leg is la tors u p o n  request, m a ­
rina an d  to w n  clerks.

•  P u b lic  serv ice  a n n o u n cem en ts  d ea lin g  w ith  sa fe  b oat

op era tion  h a v e  b een  d e v e lo p e d  and  are co n tin u o u s ly  
u p d a ted .

IF&W g a m e  w a rd en s a n d  D M R  m arin e  patrol o fficers  
h ave  a ll received  ex ten s iv e  train ing in  O U I detection  and  
ap p reh en sion .

Both IF&W  an d  D M R  h a v e  ex te n s iv e  b oat a cc id en t in ­
vestig a tio n s. S to len  w atercraft are in v es tig a ted  by  o u r  
en forcem en t p erson n el.

Program Expansion
•  T here is  a g e n u in e  n eed  to h a v e  M a in e  w a rd en s an d  

m arine patrol o fficers b e  trained in  b o a t a cc id en t recon ­
struction .

•  T here w ill a lso  b e  the p u rch ase  o f  so m e  eq u ip m en t w ith  
b oatin g  dollars.

•  M o n ey  w il l  a lso  b e  u se d  to  in crease  ad d itio n a l en force­
m en t p er so n n e l, and  to  in crea se  the n u m b er  o f  O U I  
deta ils .

•  A ircraft d eta ils  w ill  a ss ist  in  en forc in g  th e  w ater  sa fe ty  
z o n e  on  in lan d  w aters.



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O LLA R S  A T  W O R K  IN  f ^ \ J I
MARYLAND

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  
D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l  R e so u rc e s
N a tu r a l R e so u r c e s  P o lic e  
T a w e s  S ta te  O ffice  B u ild in g  
5 8 0  T ay lor  A v e n u e  E-3  
A n n a p o lis ,  M D  21401

State Boating Facts
1996  R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 194 ,266

1996  B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts  197

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s  19

1996  B oat*, M otor, T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s  $ 1 5 3 ,450 ,000
• Retail mines for inboard boats. siemdrive boats and oulboani boats.

L ak es

R iv ers

C o a st lin e

FY 9 8  F ed era l G ra n t

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

C ol. J o h n  W . R h o a d s
S u p e r in te n d e n t  

P h on e: (410) 260-8881  
Fax: (410) 2 6 0 -8 8 7 8

3 9 8 ,7 2 0  a cres  

N /A  

5 ,490  m ile s  

$ 1 ,9 3 1 ,2 2 4

Proiects and Programs
•  T he N atural R esources R eserve O fficer Program  recruits 

an d  trains v o lu n teer s  to  en h a n ce  ex is tin g  field  en force­
m e n t  p a tr o l fu n c t io n s  b y  fr e e in g  s w o r n  o ff ic e r s  to  
con centrate on  la w  enforcem ent-related  respon sib ilities. 
R eserve officers p ro v id e  ass istan ce  to b o a tin g  an d  h unt­
in g  ed u ca tion  p rogram s, pub lic  re la tion s a ss ign m en ts, 
g en era l c ler ica l an d  co m m u n ica tio n s fu n ction s, an d  lo ­
g istica l su p p o rt, in  a d d itio n  to a ss is t in g  sw o rn  officers  
d u rin g  th e  co u rse  o f  en forcem en t patrols.

•  T h e M aryland  N atu ra l R esou rces P o lice  an d  th e  A n n e  
A ru n d el C o u n ty  Fire D ep artm en t en tered  into a co o p ­

era tive  a greem en t to  p ro v id e  w aterb orn e fire an d  res­
cu e  serv ice  to  the m id -C h esa p ea k e  Bay area. T he u n it, 
d esig n a ted  "R escue O ne,"  is  sta tio n ed  in  th e  A n n a p o lis  
area, and  is ava ilab le  for em ergen cy  resp on se at all tim es. 
N R P  p ro v id ed  the patrol v e ss e l and  p o lice  co m m u n ica ­
t io n s  e q u ip m e n t , w h i le  A A  C o u n ty  e q u ip p e d  a n d  
m an n ed  th e  v e sse l for fire su p p ress io n  an d  A d v a n ced  
Life S u p p ort cap ab ilities. A A  C o u n ty  fire fig h tin g  and  
EMS p erso n n e l are a lso  N R P  reserve  officers, and  h a v e  
co m p le ted  th e  N R P  B oat O p erators C ertification  P ro­
gram .

Program Expansion
•  A d d itio n a l staff a d d e d  to o u r  O u td o o r  E d u cation  D iv i­

s io n  to increase p ersonal w atercraft ed u ca tion  program s. 
T heir efforts h a v e  resu lted  in  a n e w  PW C  stu d en t t a k e  
h o m e  book , in structor h an d s-on  train ing u tiliz in g  PW C, 
increased  PW C  coverage  in  the b asic  b oatin g  course, and  
n e w  stan d ard s for sa fe  liv ery  o p era tion s o f  PW C.

• T he a g en cy  is  tra in in g  a ll its  en forcem en t officers in  the 
u se  o f  h an d  h e ld  G PS. T he a g en cy  is  p rocu rin g  40 GPS  
u n its  w ith  a g o a l o f  ev en tu a lly  h a v in g  o n e  for ea ch  o f­
ficer.

•  N R P  w ill co n tin u e  its  sp ec ia lized  p erso n a l w atercraft 
en forcem en t u n its  to  patrol areas o f  frequent com plaints. 
N R P  w ill ex p a n d  its  officer train ing  u s in g  p erson a l w a ­
tercraft.

N R P  w ill  in stitu te  a reserve  officer program  u tiliz in g  
tra ined  v o lu n teer s  to  a ss is t  en fo rcem en t o fficers. A n  
a d d itio n a l N R P  officer is  n e e d e d  to im p lem en t th is p ro ­
gram .

T he a g en cy  w ill  d e v e lo p  n e w  ed u ca tion a l m ateria ls o n  
PW C regu la tion s, b oa tin g  la w s  and  regu la tion s, inter­
a c t iv e  e d u c a t io n a l c o u r se , a n d  n e w  a p r o m o t io n a l  
p rogram  on  p erson a l w atercraft safety.

N R P  h a s  rep laced  or a u g m en ted  b oa ts , m otor  v eh ic le s  
and  eq u ip m e n t and  th is  year w ill  purch ase  46 outboard  
m otors, tw o  a lu m in u m  boats an d  trailers and  22  enforce­
m en t veh ic le s .
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  , -------- ?
M A S S A C H U S E T T S  1— \ >

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F ish e r ie s
W ild l i f e  &  E n v iro n m e n ta l  L aw  E n fo rc em en t
175 P o r tla n d  S t., 5 th  F loor  
B o sto n , M A  02114

State Boating Facts
1996  R e g is te r e d  B o a ts

1996  B o a t in g  A c c id e n ts

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s

1996  B oat*, M otor , T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s  $1 3 7 ,6 4 6 ,0 0 0
• Re/ail values for inlKMinl boats, Memdrive Units and oullnnml boats.

137 ,484

21

5

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

Col. R ic h a rd  M u r ra y  
D irec to r

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (617) 7 2 7 -8 5 8 9 /F a x : (617) 727-8551

L a k es

R iv ers

C o a st lin e

FY 9 8  F ed era l G ra n t

2 9 4 ,4 0 0  a cres  

4  m ajor r iv e r s  

1,519  m ile s  

$7 4 2 ,0 4 0

Proiects and Programs
•  Increased  la w  en fo rcem en t p resen ce  o n  th e  w a ter  w ith  

particu lar e m p h a s is  on  BUI op era tion  h a s  led  to  greater  
coop era tion  an d  resou rces sh ar in g  w ith  the U .S. C oast 
G uard. State  BUI en fo rcem en t tra in in g  has b een  pro­
v id ed  b y  o u r  o rg a n iza tio n  to a n u m b er  o f  C oast G uard  
p erson n el. Increases in  th e  n u m b ers o f  jo in t p atro ls are 
exp ected .

•  V olunteered  to  b e  o n e  o f  the f iv e  sta tes p artic ip a tin g  in  
th e  U.S. C oast G u ard 's  p ilo t VIS program .

•  P rov id ed  la w  en fo rcem en t instructors fo r  a n ew ly -cre ­
a ted  H a rb o rm a ster 's  C er tif ied  T ra in in g  P rogram  in  
co n ju n ctio n  w ith  th e  M a ss  C rim in a l Ju stice  T rain ing  
C ouncil.

• M arine sa fe ty  en fo rcem en t p atro ls w e r e  s ig n ifica n tly  
in creased  d u r in g  h ig h -u se  p e r io d s  by  th e  a va ilab ility  of 
a d ed ica ted  o v er tim e  accou n t.

•  O u r p erson a l w atercraft (PW C ) sa fe ty  train in g  program  
ex p a n d ed  w ith  th e  coop era tion  o f  PW C d ea lers w h o  
a ss is t  w ith  in stru ction , p ro m o tio n  and  c o u rse  c it in g . 
PW C  sa fety  p ack ets h a v e  b een  d istr ib u ted  to  all PW C  
ren ta l co m p a n ie s  for  c u sto m e r  tra in in g  in fo rm a tio n  
p u rp o ses . It in c lu d es  a "state PW C  law " d eca l w h ich  by  
regu la tion s m u st b e affixed  to  all rental u n its. T h is n e w  
d eca l is  b e in g  w id e ly  d istr ib u ted  to  a ll PW C  users.

o A sa fe ty  cam p aign  em p h a s iz in g  the im portance o f  w ear­
in g  lifejackets con tin u ed  to  exp an d  th rou gh  ed u ca tio n  
and  en forcem en t. P ress re leases fo cu s in g  o n  lifejackets  
w h ich  sp a w n ed  m u ch  m ed ia  coverage , in stru ction  in  
sa fe ly  co u rses  and  b oa tin g  la w  c la sses , in creased  e n ­
fo r c e m e n t o f  P F D  w e a r a g e  r e q u ir e m e n ts , a n d  th e  
c o n tin u a tio n  o f  a lifejacket lo a n er  p rogram  w ere  th e  
p rim ary  m ea n s u se d  to sp read  the sa fety  m essage .

Program Expansion
•  C urrent m a rin e  en fo rcem en t efforts w ill  b e  ex p a n d ed  

through  th e  h ir in g  o f  a d d it io n a l o fficers  an d  th e  co n ­
tinuation  o f  sp ec ia liz ed  m arin e train ing. T h e  patro l fleet 
is  in  n eed  o f  ex p a n sio n  a n d  e x is tin g  craft -eq u ire  refur­
b ish in g . A n  en h a n ced  p atro l cap ab ility  w il l  a lso  a llo w  
for a m ore e ffe c tiv e  re sp o n se  to  m arin e  a cc id en ts  and  
oth er  em erg en c ies  (e s tim a ted  a n n u a l co st $1.3 m illion ).

•  B oating ed u ca tio n  is  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  e ffec tiv e  m ea n s o f  
p rom otin g  sa fety  o v er  th e  lo n g  ru n  as th e  h e ig h ten ed  
attention  p a id  to m an d atory  op erator licen sin g  indicates. 
O n e o f  ou r m o s t  im p o rta n t, u n m et g o a ls  i s  to  p ro v id e  a 
b asic  b o a tin g  c o u rse  for y o u th  w ith in  e v e r y  in terested  
sch o o l sy s te m  in  th e  state. T h e p la cem en t o f  ad d ition a l 
sa fe ty  officers an d  c iv ilian  sp ec ia lis ts  w o u ld  en h an ce  the
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coord in a tion  o f  current e d u c a tio n /tr a in in g  efforts.
•  A  m ore sop h istica ted  approach  tow ard  ad d ressin g  b oa t­

in g  sa fe ty  p rob lem s d e m a n d s  that w e  acqu ire a m ore  
reliab le  and  v a lid  data  base. T h is  w il l  require a r igorou s  
research program .

•  Im p lem en ta tion  o f  n e w  co m p u ter  tech n o lo g ies , in c lu d ­
in g  a data  im a g in g  sy s te m  to  ca ta log  the v a r io u s  ty p es  
o f in form ation  m ore e ffic ien tly  co u ld  be u tilized  n ow . 
T his co u ld  a lso  a llo w  an  en h a n ced  co m p u ter  link  w ith  
s ta te /fe d e r a l a g en c ies . It is  a  lon g -term  in itia tive  that 
w arrants im m ed ia te  a tten tion .

•  A  n e w  sta te a u to m a ted  lic en sin g  sy s tem , SPORT, w ill  
in c lu d e  boat reg istra tion  an d  titling. It is  in  th e  p re lim i­
nary d e s ig n  p h ase .



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
MICHIGAN

'"{'VfORt-'fOjvisiO*4

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu r a l R e s o u r c e s
350  W . A lle g a n
M a so n  B u ild in g  4 8 9 3 3 /P .O . B ox  30031  
L a n sin g , M I 48909-7531

State Boating Facts
1996 R eg is te r e d  B oats

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts

1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s

1996  B oat*, M otor, T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s  $6 8 5 ,5 9 0 ,0 0 0
4 Retail values for inbonnl boats, ste nut rive boms and oulboani bonis.

942 ,195

4 7 8

20

L a k es

R iv ers

G rea t L a k es

FY 9 8  F ed era l G ra n t

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

L t. Lyle B e lk n a p  
B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h o n e: (517) 3 3 5 -3 4 1 4  
Fax: (517) 3 7 3 -6 8 1 6

8 4 0 ,7 8 6  acres  

3 6 ,3 5 0  m ile s  

1 ,2 9 5 ,0 0 0  a cres  

$ 2 ,2 2 2 ,5 6 7

Projects and Programs
Strategic im p lem en ta tio n  o f  con cen tra ted  patro l efforts 
h as resu lted  in th e  sev en th  co n secu tiv e  year  o f  le s s  than  
f iv e  fatal acc id en ts per 100,000 reg istered  boats.

T he objective to  train 50,000 s tu d e n ts  a g e s  12-16 in  safe  
b oat op era tion  w a s  reached . L ast year, th e  sta te  trained  
50,544 s tu d e n ts  in  that a g e  grou p .

E va lu a tion  o f  in d iv id u a l c o u n ty  a cc id en t ex p er ien ce

from  1985 th rou gh  1994 in d ica tes that 28 o f  the sta te 's  
83 co u n tie s  (33 p ercen t) h a v e  d ecreased  their  a cc id en t  
risk  exp erience .

T h e p u rch ase  o f  n e w  b oats an d  eq u ip m e n t has a llo w e d  
M ich igan  to  ex p a n d  search  and  rescu e  ca p a b ilit ies  on  
the 2 ,985 m ile s  o f  G reat L akes sh o re lin e  a n d  11,037 in ­
lan d  lakes.

Program Expansion
• T h e D ep artm en t o f  N atu ra l R esou rces p la n s  to  rev iew  tify, if  p o ss ib le , w a y s  o f  red u c in g  acc id en ts  a m o n g  rec-

an d  co n so lid a te  g a in s  m a d e  in  sa fe ty  b y  r e v ie w in g  and  reational b o a tin g  g ro u p s.
p o ss ib ly  red ep lo y in g  ou r en forcem en t effort. .  T h e D N R  p ian s to  e x p and ed u ca tio n  and  train in g  w ith

1 M ich igan  w ill reeva luate  ed u ca tio n a l stra teg ies  to  id en - p erson a l w atercraft.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
MINNESOTA W

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu r a l R e s o u r c e s  K im  E lv e r u m
5 0 0  L a fa y e tte  R o a d  B oat a n d  W ater S a fe ty  C o o rd in a to r
St. P a u l, M N  5 5 1 5 5 -4 0 4 6  B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r

P h on e: (612) 2 9 6 -0 9 0 5 /F a x : (6 12 ) 29 6 -0 9 0 2

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 758 ,666 L ak es 4 ,967 ,510  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 138 R iv ers 9 2 ,0 0 0  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 12

C o a stlin e 0
1996 B oat*, M otor, T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a les $ 2 9 9 ,288 ,000 FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t $1 ,595 ,481
• Retail values for into,ml horns, stemdrive bouts aiul mutuum! boats.

Proiects and Programs
•  D e v e lo p e d  17 n a tion a l a w a rd -w in n in g  b oa tin g  safety  

P SA s for rad io  a n d  TV. T h ese  sp o ts  w ere  u sed  in  M in­
nesota  a n d  22 o th er  sta tes, an d  th e  C orps o f  E ngineers.

•  Im p lem en ted  a to u g h  b oa tin g  w h ile  in tox ica ted  (DW I) 
law , in c lu d in g  p r in tin g  or arrest p ack ets , p u rch ase  of  
d ig ita l breath  testers, o fficer tra in ing , increased  patrols  
and  p u b lic  in form ation  ca m p a ig n s d o n e  w ith  o u r  D e ­
partm ent o f  P u b lic  Safety.

•  Printed a n d  d istr ib u ted  ed u ca tio n a l m ateria ls, in c lu d ­
in g : a b o a t in g  c o u r s e  fo r  12 -1 7  y e a r -o ld s  (1 2 0 ,0 0 0  
certified  to  d ate), co m ic  and  co lor in g  b o o k s for y o u n g er  
k id s , tw o  b oa tin g  g u id e s  for the M iss is s ip p i R iver and  a 
n u m b er  o f  b roch u res on  b oa tin g  sa fe ty  top ics.

•  Printed an d  d istr ib u ted  250-300 ,000  co p ie s  o f  ou r Boat­

in g  G uide  (a su m m a ry  o f  la w s  and  rules) each  year.

•  E stab lish ed  a p o s itio n  w o rk in g  w ith  u se  con flicts.

•  P urchased  boats, m otors, trailers and  a ssoc ia ted  gear

Program Expansion
•  W ith the a d v e n t o f  n ew  to u g h  DW I la w s in  our state, 

w h ich  co m b in e  b oa ts , sn o w m o b ile s  and m otor  veh ic les, 
m ore tim e an d  effort w ill b e  n eed ed  to en force  an d  a d ­
m in ister  th em . T h is  w ill  require a d d it io n a l com p u ter  
tim e, p erso n n e l h o u rs and  eq u ip m en t.

•  D iv ersity  a n d  g r o w th  o n  lak es an d  r ivers w ill brin g  
ab ou t m ore req u ests  for su rface  u s e  restrictions (local 
ord in an ces and  zo n in g ).

•  T here w ill b e  a c o n tin u in g  n eed  to  fund  en forcem en t  
and  rep lace e q u ip m en t su ch  as b oa ts , m otors, trailers, 
radar and  o th er  item s. T h ese  item s are b eco m in g  m ore  
so p h istica ted  and  a ls o  m ore e x p e n s iv e  to replace.

•  T he leg is la tu re  w ill  b e  en a ctin g  n e w  la w s  o n  person a l

for en fo rcem en t an d  patrol, in c lu d in g  esta b lish in g  a 
Lake S u p er ior  M arine U nit, in  resp on se  to cu tb ack s b y  
the C oast G uard on  th is G reat Lake.

•  D ev e lo p e d  n u m ero u s sa fe  an d  reliab le  p u b lic  access  
site s  to  rivers and  la k es th rou gh ou t th e  state.

•  D ev e lo p ed  a m an agem en t stra tegy  o n  p ersonal w ater­
craft, in c lu d in g : 1) m a il-o u t o f  over  20,000 PW C  v id e o s  
(in c lu d in g  brochure an d  d eca l) to o w n ers  o v e r  a three- 
year period , 2) d o in g  a v id eo  n ew s release and  n u m erou s  
print re leases, 3) train ing en forcem en t officers in  PW C  
tech n iq u es, 4) u sin g  officers to  co n d u ct a sh ort train ing  
se s s io n  in vaca tion  areas and 5) increasin g  th e  av a ila b le  
hours b y  se ttin g  u p  a PW C Team  a n d  u sin g  grants to  
get m ore officer tim e on  the water.

•  S h oo tin g , ed it in g  an d  d istr ib u tin g  a 39 -m in u te  v id e o  
on b oa tin g  sa fe ty  in  1997 that su m m a rizes M in n esota  
la w s an d  g iv e s  tips to  boaters o n  sa fe ty  item s.

w atercraft d u r in g  1998. T h ese  law s w ill require an a d ­
d ition a l effort on  the part o f  th e  sta te  and  co u n tie s  in  
en forcem en t an d  ed u cation . In 1997 th ey  rep resen ted  
o n ly  3.5% o f the total boats registered, bu t w ere in v o lv ed  
in  35% o f  the reported  nonfatal accidents. T hey a lso  rep ­
resen t a p p r o x im a te ly  50-60%  o f a ll th e  c o m p la in ts  
received  by officers.

•  O ur reg istra tion  sy stem  is con stan tly  u n d erg o in g  u p ­
g ra d es and  ch an ges. O u r state  is  lo o k in g  at m o v in g  to  
electron ic  licen sin g  w h ere  so m eo n e  can  get all their li­
cen ses  in  o n e  location .

•  A ccess acqu isition  and d ev e lo p m en t a lso  is gettin g  m ore  
ex p en s iv e , d u e  to the h igh  p r ices for lan d  adjacent to  
p u b lic  w ater  an d  the co sts  o f  d ev e lo p m en t.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  f l
M ississippi ;

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W ild l ife , F is h e r ie s  a n d  P a rk s  E liz a b e th  R a ym o n d
O ffic e  o f  L a w  E n fo r c e m e n t W ild life  & F ish e r ie s  C o o r d in a to r
P.O . B o x  451 B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r
J a ck so n , M S  3 9 2 0 5  P h o n e: (6 0 1 ) 3 6 4 -2 1 8 5 /F a x :  (601 ) 36 4 -2 2 3 9

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 2 5 2 ,4 6 3 L a k es 3 2 0 ,0 0 0  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 9 8 R iv ers 4 ,1 0 0  m iie s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 13

C o a s t l in e 94  m ile s
1996 B oat*, M o to r , T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 9 5 ,0 8 4 ,0 0 0 FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,7 0 3
• Retail values for inltoanl boats, stemdrive boats and oultfoard boats.

Proiects and Programs ~
•  T he b oat reg istra tion  d ep a rtm en t c o n tin u e s  to  require  

a ll h o m em a d e  b o a ts  to  b e  in sp ec ted  prior to reg istja -  
tion. O fficers are c o n tin u in g  to  in sp ec t o v e r  1,100 b oa  s  
yearly  for p rop er sea w o r th y  c o n d it io n s  an d  verification  
o f  h o m e m a d e  sta tu s. T h ere are a t lea st fifty  reg istered  
b oats  a n d  3.5 n u m b ered  b oats p er  sq u are m ile  o f  lan d  
area c o n s id e r in g  e v e r y  1,000 p e o p le  in  th e  state . T he  
n u m b er  o f  reg istered  b oa ts  is  in crea sin g  a p p ro x im a te ly
9,000 e v ery  year. T h e la w  en fo rcem en t officers w o ik e d  
200 ca ses  in  b oa t reg istration . T h ey  w o rk ed  74 ca se s  on  
sto len  eq u ip m e n t and  w ro te  1,024 b o a tin g  v io la tio n s. 
T he recovered  s to len  eq u ip m en t to ta led  $274,700. Forty- 
tw o  b o a ts  w e r e  p u rch a sed  for  en fo rc in g  th e  b o a tin g  
sa fety  la w s.

•  T he ed u ca tio n  p rogram  is  e x p a n d in g  ea ch  year w ith

h o m e  s tu d y  b o a tin g  co rresp o n d en ce  co u rses  an d  8,391  
stu d e n ts  certified  in  1997. T here are 473 v o lu n teer  bo a t­
in g  instructors and  la w  en forcem en t p erson n el q u a lified  
to  teach  c la sses . A  to ta l o f  11,783 stu d e n ts  are cu rren tly  
in  th e  d ata  b a se  sy s te m  reflectin g  b o a tin g  c la sses  certi­
fica tion . T h ese  w e r e  is su e d  p erm a n en t id en tifica tio n  
card s an d  in stru c tio n s  to  carry th em  on  board  w h e n  
op era tin g  a w atercraft.

•  A lco h o l-re la ted  b o a tin g  a cc id en ts  an d  fa ta lit ies  h a v e  
b een  d rastica lly  red u ced  d u e  to  th e  p a ssa g e  o f  th e  B oat­
in g  U n d er  th e  In flu en ce  Law. L aw  E nforcem ent o fficers  
are b e in g  tra ined  an n u a lly  b y  sta te  troop ers an d  M iss is ­
s ip p i C rim e L aw  p erso n n e l in  th e  u se  o f  a lc o  sen so rs  
breath a n a ly s is  m a ch in es an d  the larger 5,000 ser ies  test­
in g  eq u ip m en t loca ted  in  stra teg ic  sta te  loca tion s.

Program Expansion
•  E ffective Ju ly  1 ,1 9 9 8 , th e  la w  req u ir in g  m otor ized  b oats  

and  ou tb oard  m o to rs  to  b e  titled  w ill b eco m e  effective . 
T his la w  is  n ot m an d a to ry  b u t w ill  b e o n  an  op tio n a l 
basis. In a program  ex p a n sio n  effort, a su r v e y  w a s  co n ­
d u cted  to  e sta b lish  b en efits  o f  in s titu tin g  b oat titling . 
T he b an k s an d  le n d in g  in stitu tio n s  w ere  in su r in g  their  
secu r ity  in terests b y  en d o r s in g  th e  b ill. A lso , th e  a g en cy  
la w  e n fo r c e m e n t e ffo r ts  a p p r o v e d  th e  b ill from  th e  
sta n d p o in t o f  m a rin e  theft. T here is  n o  w a y  at th is tim e

to  ca lcu la te  th e  n u m b er  o f  b o a ts  a n d  m otors to b e titled  
as th e  program  is  on  an  o p tio n a l b a sis . In th e  p la n n in g  
process , th e  n e w  p rogram  w ill requ ire n e w  d o c u m e n ts ,  
a n e w  data  p ro cess in g  sy s te m  a n d  p erso n n e l tra in ing .

•  P urch ase portab le  a lco h o l testin g  v a n s  to  b e  u sed  o n  
h ig h  traffic b oa tin g  area w a terw a y s . T h ese  w o u ld  be  
rotated on  w e e k e n d s  a cco rd in g  to  th e  w a te r w a y  n eed s . 
Federal fu n d in g  is  critical for th e  p u rch asin g  o f  the van s.



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
MISSOURI

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

M is s o u r i  S ta te  W a te r P a tro l
P.O. B o x  1368  
J efferso n  C ity , M O  65102

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

C ol. L a rry  W h it te n
B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h o n e: (573 ) 7 5 1 -3 3 3 3 /F a x :  (573) 6 3 6 -8428

Stats Boating Facts
1996  R eg is te r e d  B o a ts  311 ,607

1996  B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts  315

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s  22

1996  B oat*, M otor , T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s  $ 2 0 3 ,289 ,000
• Retail values for fnboaitl tunas, stemdrive boots and outboard boots.

L ak es

R iv ers

C o a stlin e

FY 98  F ed era l G ran t

4 2 2 ,7 1 0  a cres  

5 6 ,0 0 0  m ile s  

0

$1,319 ,221

Pro/ects and Programs
• S atu ration  en fo rcem en ts  targetin g  d ru g  an d  a lco h o l 

a b u se  on  ou r w a terw a y s  co n tin u e  to b e v ery  p ro d u c­
tive.

• T he M iss o u ri W atercraft M a n u a l —  A  G uide to Safety has  
u n d erg o n e  m ajor r ev is io n s  d u e  to ch a n g es in  the law s  
p assed  d u r in g  the 1995 leg is la tiv e  sess io n . T he p rin ting  
and  d istr ib u tion  o f  th is ex trem ely  p o p u la r  w ater  sa fety  
m anual is  m a d e  p o ss ib le  b y  fed era l fu n d in g .

1 T he con ten t o f  th e  B oating  and  W ater Safety  program s  
con d u cted  in  the sta te 's sch o o l sy s tem s has been  revised  
to in c lu d e  ch a n g es  in  the la w s  and  an em p h a sis  on  per­
so n a l w atercraft safety.

F unds are u sed  an n u a lly  to up grad e  the patrol boat fleet 
and  associa ted  eq u ip m en t. M any patrol boats , trailers, 
m otors, rad io  eq u ip m en t, etc ., h a v e  b een  rep laced .

E q u ip m en t for th e  W ater Patrol D iv e  Team  w a s pur­
c h a s e d  a n d  in c lu d e s  c o m p u te r s  a n d  u n d e r w a te r

com m u n ica tion  capab ilities. A ll d iv ers  receive  ex ten s iv e  
train ing and  are certified  m aster  d ivers . D ivers' d u tie s  
in c lu d e  recovery  o f  acc id en t and  d r o w n in g  v ic tim s, as 
w e ll a s  r eco v ery  o f  e v id e n c e  a sso c ia ted  w ith  fe lo n y  
cases.

1 Federal fu n d in g  h as en ab led  the Patrol to purchase co m ­
pu ter  eq u ip m en t resu ltin g  in  en h a n ced  efficiency.

1 We are p reparing  to m ail a cu sto m er  sa tisfaction  su r­
vey. W e ex p ect a 60% return b ased  on  th e  w a y  w e  h a v e  
ap p roached  the project (co st $4,100).

T he W ater Patrol has h ired  e ig h t a d d ition a l o fficers to  
enforce state la w sa n d  p rom ote  w ater  sa fe ty  in  h igh  traf­
fic areas.

In a d d itio n  to o u r  regu lar  b o a tin g  sa fety  c la sses  offered  
in seco n d a ry  sch o o ls , w e  are n o w  offer in g  a d u lt w ater  
sa fe ty  c la sses in  co o p era tio n  w ith  voca tio n a l tech n ica l 
sch oo ls . (C ost $4,000)

Program Expansion
• Saturation en forcem en t w ill b e increased  in areas w here  

d ru g  and  a lco h o l a b u se  is  prob lem atic .

1 A  co m p reh en s iv e  stra teg ic  p la n n in g  p rocess is b e in g  
d ev e lo p ed  w ith  th e  a ss ista n ce  o f  a p la n n in g  co n su lt­
an t. T h e  p la n  w il l  id e n t ify  strat» c is s u e s ,  g o a ls ,  
objectives and  a c tio n s  so  that w e  can b e m ore resp on ­
s iv e  to the p u b lic  w h ile  a cco m p lish in g  ou r m ission .

The Patrol p lan s to b eg in  a m arine theft p reven tion  pro­
g r a m  th a t w i l l  in c lu d e  th e  m a r k in g  o f  p e r s o n a l  
eq u ip m en t that is e sp ec ia lly  p ron e  to  theft.

T here w ill b e em p h a s is  on  officer train ing for BWI e n ­
fo r c e m e n t , a c c id e n t  in v e s t ig a t io n s ,  e d u c a t io n a l  
program s, crim in al in v es tig a tio n s  and  p u b lic  relations.

•  B illboards p ro m o tin g  w ater  sa fe ty  h a v e  b een  p laced  on  
m ain  rou tes to m ajor recreational b oatin g  areas. (C ost  
$6,500)

•  H om e page on  the Internet (w w w .d p s .s ta te .m o .u s /d p s /  
m s w p /) .  S ite p r o v id e s  in form ation  on  M issou ri State  
Water patrol program s, serv ices, w atercraft m an u als and  
statistics p erta in in g  to acc id en ts , fa ta lities an d  d ro w n -  
in gs. (C ost $2,800)

• Internet o n -lin e  b oa tin g  sa fe ty  cou rse  is a va ilab le  in c o ­
operation  w ith  B O A T S/U S .

•  Public Service A n n o u n c em en ts  h a v e  b een  m a d e  a v a il­
ab le  to  te lev is io n  sta tion s across M issouri.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O LLA R S  A T  W O R K  IN
MONTANA

m

State Boating Facts

A D M F N IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F ish , W ild l ife  &  P a rk s  
L a w  E n fo r c e m e n t D iv is io n  
1 4 2 0  E. S ix th  A v e n u e /P .O . B ox  200701  
H e le n a , M T  5 9 6 2 0

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

J e a n  S ew e ll
P ro g ra m  C o o rd in a to r  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h on e: (406) 4 4 4 -2414  

Fax: (406) 4 4 4 -4952

1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 4 6 ,4 7 6 L ak es 1 ,060 ,480  acres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 32 R iv ers 8 ,000  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 13

C o a stlin e 0
1996 B oat* , M otor , T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 2 9 ,2 7 2 ,0 0 0 FY 98  F ed era l G ran t $413 ,7 6 7
• Retail whies for inboard Inals. stemdrive IhmiIs and oulboani boats,

Projects and Programs
•  M ontana h a s  b een  u s in g  a N A S B L A -ap p roved  h o m e  

stu d y  co u rse  for severa l years. A lth o u g h  a im ed  at you th , 
it is  d istr ib u ted  to  a d u lts  a s  w e ll. It is a va ilab le  free o f  
charge at a n y  F ish , W ild life  & P arks office . O ver  500  
p eo p le  h a v e  p a sse d  the co u rse  s in c e  1994.

•  FW P w a r d e n s  a n d  c o n se r v a t io n  e d u c a tio n  s ta ff  are  
called  u p o n  to  p resen t b oa t an d  w a ter  sa fe ty  ed u ca tio n  
program s to a var ie ty  o f  a d u lt a n d  y o u th  g ro u p s  and  
sch o o ls . In 1996, d ep a rtm en t p erso n n e l p ro v id ed  pro­
gram s o n  tra in in g  to  2 ,500  p e o p le  across th e  state.

•  A  b oa tin g  sa fe ty  broch u re w a s  d e v e lo p e d  w ith  a user- 
fr ien d ly  form at. W e rece iv ed  p o s it iv e  feed b ack  an d  are 
u p d a tin g  th e  brochu re w ith  n e w  la w  ch an ges.

•  N e w  e q u ip m e n t w a s  p u rch ased  in c lu d in g  can oes, m o ­
to r b o a ts , k a y a k s  a n d  r a d io  e q u ip m e n t , w h ic h  h a s  
en h an ced  patro l e ffo  ts o n  M on tan a  w aters.

•  T he D F W P  h a s  tra ined  v o lu n teer s  from  a b oa tin g  club  
to  in sp ect b o a tin g  sa fety  e q u ip m en t at a p o p u la r  boat­

in g  area. B oaters w h o  p a ssed  received  a d eca l to in d i­
cate th ey  had  g o n e  th rou gh  the in sp ection  su ccessfu lly .

•  In 1996, o u r  d ep a rtm en t partic ip ated  in  th e  H ea lth y  
M others, H ea lth y  B abies "Stay on  Top o f it" program . 
H M H B  is a n on p rofit organ ization  w h ich  receives grant 
m o n e y  from  th e D ep artm en t o f  H ealth  and  H u m a n  Ser­
v ic e s  to  s p e c i f ic a l ly  p r o m o te  e d u c a t in g  th e  p u b lic  
arou n d  o p en  w ater-related  activ ities. In ad d itio n  to  our  
agen cy , th ey  p artn ered  w ith  severa l o th er grou p s and  
org a n iza tio n s w h ich  in c lu d ed  the A m erican  Red C ross, 
U .S. C oast G uard A uxiliary , M ontana P ow er  C o. and  
D isaster  an d  E m ergen cy  Serv ices to  n a m e a few , w h o  
p ro v id ed  ex p er tise  an d  d on ated  reference m aterials for 
ed u ca tio n a l p ack ets  for d istribution , P ackets o t in for­
m ation  in c lu d e  d ro w n in g  prevention , boatin g  safety, life  
jackets, d am  safety , learn in g  to sw im , etc. and  are d is ­
tributed  to th e  pu b lic . O th er in form ation  is  d istrib u ted  
w h ich  in c lu d e  P SA s and  articles to the n e w s  m ed ia .

Program Expansion
•  W ith th e  g r o w th  o f  w a ter  recreation  in  w estern  M on ­

tana, c r o w d in g  is  in crea s in g . A  c o m m itte e  h a s  b een  
form ed b y  th e  a g en cy  to  d is c u ss  current p ro b lem s and  
s u g g e s t  s o lu t io n s  to u se r  c o n flic ts . F u n d in g  w il l  b e  
needed  to  su p p o rt th is in itiative. T he com m ittee  in clu d es  
rep resen ta tives from  the v a r io u s  u ser  g ro u p s a n d  re­
sp o n s ib le  a g en c ie s .

•  A fter r e so lv in g  th e  u ser  con flic t p rob lem s, th e  a g en cy  
w ill co n tin u e  its w o rk  o n  a s ta te w id e  m a n a g em en t p lan  
to  a llo w  for  th e  b est a llo ca tio n  o f  resou rces and  en force­
m en t efforts.

•  We p lan  to im p lem en t a v o lu n teer  program  for p e o p le  
in te r e s te d  in  p r o m o t in g  b o a t in g  sa fety . V o lu n teers  
w o u ld  o b serv e  and  report u n sa fe  b oa tin g  practices and  
co m p la in ts  to  loca l au th orities .

•  T he 1995 leg isla ture passed  a law  g iv in g  the state $60,000  
per fisca l y ear  to d iv id e  a m o n g  in terested  co u n tie s  as  
m atch in g  o n e-to -o n e  w ith  federal fu n d s for enforcem ent 
o f  b oa tin g  la w s . In 1997, fou r cou n ties  participated  in  
the program . In 1998 w e  w ill b e con tactin g  m ore co u n ­
ties in  h ig h -u se  b oa tin g  areas to  se e  if  th ey  are in terested  
in  tak in g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  offer.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O LLA R S  A T  W O R K  IN
NEBRASKA 4

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

G am e  &  P a rk s  C o m m iss io n  
O u td o o r  E d u c a tio n  D iv is io n  
2 2 0 0  N . 3 3 rd  S tr e e t /P .O . B ox 30 3 7 0  
L in co ln , N E  6 8 5 0 3 -0 3 7 0

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

H e rb  A n g e ll
B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h o n e: (402) 4 7 1 -5 5 7 9  
Fax: (402) 47 1 -5 5 2 8

State Boating Facts
1996  R eg is te r e d  B o a ts

1996  B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s

1996  B oat*, M o to r , T railer  
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $2 9 ,1 8 9 ,0 0 0

L ak es

R ivers

C o a s t lin e

FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t

1 0 0 ,000  a cres  

1 ,500  m ile s  

0

$ 4 3 1 ,6 5 9
• Retail values for inboard boats, stemdrive boats and outboard boats.

Pro/ects and Programs
> T he N ebraska G a m e an d  Parks C o m m iss io n  p rod u ced  

a 30-m in u te  boater ed u ca tio n  v id e o , u s in g  federal boat­
in g  sa fety  fun ds. B oating the Starboard W ay is b e in g  m ad e  
ava ilab le  to all sta tes  for th eir  ed u ca tio n  program s. T he  
program  sp ec ifica lly  targets teens.

A  b oating  sa fety  co u rse  is  o ffered  to  N eb rask a  resid en ts  
free o f  charge. It in c lu d e s  c la ssroom  co u rses tau gh t by  
vo lu n teers, a h o m e  s tu d y  co u rse  an d  the in v o lv em en t  
o f  p u b lic  sch oo ls .

Patrol b oats h a v e  b een  p u rch ased , g iv in g  en forcem en t  
officers m ob ility  on  th e  w ater  to con d u ct in sp ection s and

m on itor  recreational b oatin g .
1 Several brochures h a v e  b een  d e v e lo p e d , in c lu d in g  o n es  

d ea lin g  w ith  h yp oth erm ia  an d  co ld  w ater  su rv iv a l, an d  
th e  effects o f  a lcoh o l co n su m p tio n  on  boaters. 
N a viga tion  a id s h ave  b een  in sta lled  to m ark w aterw ays. 
Severa l boat storage  fac ilities  h a v e  b een  con stru cted , 
a llo w in g  a g en cy -o w n ed  b oa ts  to  b e  sa fe ly  stored  near  
b u sy  w a terw a y s for faster resp on se .
P rov id ed  a 10-m inu te p erso n a l w atercraft v id e o  w h ich  
w a s  m a iled  to  e v e r y  p e r so n a l w a tercra ft o w n e r  o n  
record.

Program Expansion
•  A  boating sa fety  cou rse  for y o u th s  a g es  1 4 a n d  1 5 sh o u ld  

b e im p lem en ted  in  an tic ip a tion  o f  p a ssa g e  o f  a m otor­
boat operator licen se  w ith in  th e  n ext tw o  to three years. 
T h e p ro p o sed  c o u r se  w o u ld  b e  N A S B L A -a p p ro v ed . 
P assage o f  su ch  a la w  w o u ld  d ram atica lly  increase  d e ­
m an d  for su ch  a cou rse . P resen tly  in  sta te  leg isla tu re  in  
the form  o f a bill. B ill is  leg is la tu re  for  m an d atory  e d u ­
cation  for 14 and  15 y ear  o ld  PW C  operators.

U ser con flicts w ill b e o n  the in crease. To resp on d , the  
a g en cy  is a lread y  s tu d y in g  so lu tio n s . In a d d itio n , per­
so n a l w atercra ft u s e  h a s  in c r e a se d , a n d  th e  a g e n c y  
ex p ects  to  d irect m ore a tten tion  to p o ten tia l p rob lem s  
arisin g  from  PW C  grow th . A d d itio n a l p la n n in g , ed u ca ­
tion  and  en forcem en t is  an tic ip a ted .

P rod u cin g  a n u m b er  o f  TV p u b lic  serv ice  a n n o u n ce­
m en ts d u r in g  1996 for 1997.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O LLA R S  A T W O R K  IN  I
NEVADA \J

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D iv is io n  o f W ild l if e
L a w  E n fo r c e m e n t B u reau  
1100 V a lle y  R o a d , R en o  N V  89512  
P.O. B o x  10678 , R en o , N V  89 5 2 0

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

F red  F. M e s s m a n n  
D e p u ty  C h ie f  G a m e  W ard en  

B o a tin g  L aw  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h on e: (702 ) 6 8 8 - 1 5 4 2 /Fax: (702 ) 688-1551

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 5 5 ,628 L ak es 42 1 ,0 0 0  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 193 R iv ers 7 50  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 9

C o a st lin e 0
1996 B oat*, M o to r , T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 3 5 ,7 4 8 ,0 0 0 FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t $ 5 4 2 ,0 7 7
* Retail wines for inhourj boats, stennlrixe boot\ and onitn>tinl htuiix.

Proiects and Programs
•  N evad a  has sign ifican tly  increased  O U I arrests. A ll boat­

in g  officers w ere  tra ined  in  the u se  o f  H G N , PBTs, FSTs, 
and  the In tox ilizer  5000. T he D iv is io n  o f  W ild life  pur­
ch ased  A Ico  S en so r  I lls  for all b o a tin g  officers, three  
In toxilizer 5000s an d  p laced  th em  in h ig h  boat traffic 
areas for m ulti-jurisd ictional u se. A lso , patrol b oats w ere  
purch ased , and  m ore b oa tin g  sa fety  officers w ere  ad d ed .

•  T he a g e n c y  im p r o v e d  its reco rd -k eep in g  o n  b oa tin g  
acc id en ts reported  to the state . T h is w a s  acco m p lish ed  
b y m ailin g  n o tices an d  acc id en t report form s to all reg­
istered  b oat o w n e r s  in  their reg istration  ren ew a ls . A ll 
la w  en fo rcem en t a g e n c ie s  w ere  trained  on  the report­
in g  r e q u ir e m e n t . D O W  a ls o  h o s te d  U .L . A c c id e n t  
In vestiga tion  sem in a rs  for fiv e  co n se c u tiv e  years.

•  N ev a d a  p a sse d  th e  n a tio n 's  first m an d atory  insurance, 
boat repair facility  rep ortin g  requirem ent. A ll ser io u s  
acc id en ts and  fa ta lit ies  w ere  in v estig a ted .

•  T hree m ore boatin g  o fficer p o sitio n s  h a v e  b een  created  
and  filled , d u e  to  p u b lic  d em a n d  and  sa fety  con cern s.

•  T rain ing h as b een  in creased  sp ec ifica lly  for b oatin g  o p ­
e r a tio n , O U I e n fo r c e m e n t, a c c id e iT  in v e s t ig a t io n s ,  
m arin e san ita tion , n o ise  en forcem en t, boat theft d e te c ­
tion , son ar search  and  sw iftw a ter  rescue.

• S ta tew id e  co m m u n ica tio n s eq u ip m en t, and  d isp a tch ­
ers h a v e  b een  a d d ed . Q u a lity  con tro l m o n ito r in g  o f  
N C IC  sto len  v e sse l en tr ies has increased  recovery  rate  
to 42%.

•  T he a g en cy  p u rch ased  "Bobby the Boat" to offer boat 
sa fety  p rogram s in sc h o o ls , a t boat s h o w s  and  parades  
to ed u ca te  y o u n g sters.

•  N evad a  w ill concentrate on  in su rin g  p ub lic  un d erstan d ­
in g  o f  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  w e a r in g  l i fe  ja c k e ts  a n d  
a v o id in g  a lcoh o l.

Program Expansion
•  OUI checkpoin ts an d  aggressive  O U I detection  and e n ­

forcem ent patrols coup led  w ith  educational pam phlets and  
PSAs. A  stricter im p lied  consent provision  a llow in g  use  
o f reasonable force to obtain BAC s o f  susp ected  intoxi­
cated operators and n ew  felony provisions for bodily injury 
or fatal boat accid en ts in vo lv in g  intoxicated  operators.

•  N a v ig a tio n a l a id s  p rogram  on  sta te  w aters.
•  M arine san ita tion  d e v ic e  en fo rcem en t b ased  o n  n ew  

state  la w s  p attern ed  a fter fed era l law s.
•  T h irty-six  p ercen t o f  N e v a d a  g a m e  w a rd en s' tim e is 

d ev o ted  to  the b o a tin g  program ; h o w ev er , 57% o f their  
con tacts are b oatin g-rela ted .

•  U sin g  increased  fed era l a id  from  W allop-B reaux, the  
D iv ision  has replaced o ld er  patrol v e sse ls  and  purchased

n ew  patrol v e sse ls  for n ew  p osition s .
•  Increased  em p h a s is  on  b oatin g  a cc id en t in vestiga tion .
•  S tate is su ed  and  p laced  h u ll ID n u m b er  d eca ls  for sta te  

a ss ig n ed  hu ll ID n u m b ers in c lu d in g  h id d en  I lIN s.
•  N e w  p erson a l w atercraft livery  op era tor  reg u la tio n s  

require renters an d  every person  w h o  w ill op erate  u n ­
d er the rental contract to rece iv e  in stru ction  on  th e sa fe  
op eration  o f the PW C. O vert a n d  covert o p era tion s to  
in su re  co m p lia n ce  h a v e  b een  co n d u cted  and  w ill co n ­
tin u e s ta te w id e  at p eak  rental tim es.

• A  rea lign m en t o f  p o sitio n s  an d  resp o n sib ilit ies  w ill b e  
d irec ted  to  a g rea ter  e m p h a s is  o n  b oater  ed u ca tio n  
co u p led  w ith  in creased  patrol efforts u tiliz in g  increased  
federal aid  a llo ca tio n s from  W allop-Breaux.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  f
NEW HAMPSHIRE

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t o f  S a fe ty
D iv is io n  o f  S a fe ty  S e r v ic e s  
M a rin e  P atro l B u reau  
31 D o c k  R oad  
G ilfo r d , N H  0 3 2 4 6 -7 6 2 7

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

C a p ta in  T h o m a s  J. M cC ab e , Jr.
B u reau  C h ie f  

B o a tin g  L aw  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (603) 2 9 3 -2 0 3 7 /F a x :  (603) 2 9 3 -0 0 9 6

S im  Boating Facts
1996

1996

1996

1996

R e g is te r e d  B oats

B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts

B o a tin g  D e a th s

B oat*, M o to r , T railer  
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s

87 ,866

37

4

$ 6 6 ,6 2 1 ,0 0 0

L ak es

R ivers

C o a stlin e

FY 98  F ed era l G ran t

1 4 9 ,344  a cres  

3 ,2 2 5  m ile s  

158 m ile s  

$5 4 2 ,0 3 6
• Hr mil i allies for inboard boats, utnulnw and outlMHinl Ihhui.

Projects and Programs
' Federal fu n d in g  h as b een  resp o n s ib le  for o u r  co n tin u ­

ing im p ro v em en t o f  o u r  C ardinal Inland N a v ig a tio n a l  
N a viga tion  System . T h e program  has started to pay d iv i­
d en d s  by p ro v id in g  in creased  v is ib ility  in ou r ligh ted  
b u o y  sy s tem  a s  w e ll a s  im p ro v ed  m a in ten an ce  and  reli­
ability. O ur n e w  lig h ted  b u o y  sy stem  required  v irtually  
no m ain ten an ce  d u r in g  the b oa tin g  season .
D u e to N e w  H a m p sh ire 's  n e w  B oating W h ile  Intoxi­
cated  sta tu te , boaters co n v ic ted  o f  BWI w ill lo se  their  
right to d r iv e  their car for a m in im u m  o f three m on th s. 
S ince th is ch a n g e  b eca m e effec tiv e , the M arine Patrol 
has u n d ertak en  a m o re  a g g r e ss iv e  BWI E ducation  and  
Public A w a ren ess p rogram  to  in su re  the b oa tin g  p u b lic  
u n d ersta n d s th e  a d d it io n a l co sts  incurred  if they  are 
arrested and con v icted  o f  B oating W hile  Intoxicated. T he  
program  ap p ears to h a v e  had  a p o s it iv e  effect w ith  a 
red u ction  o f  BWI ca se s  o v er  the p rev io u s  year,
B oating  e d u c a tio n  c o n tin u e s  to b e a p r ior ity  for the  
M arine Patrol B ureau. O ver  th e  last tw o  years, the B u­

reau has exp erien ced  a m ajor increase in d em a n d  for 
our c la sses. We h a v e  a d d ed  a d d itio n a l c la sses  at ou r  
m ain  facility  in G ilford and  o th er  areas arou nd  th e  state. 
F ederal fu n d in g  is in stru m en ta l to o u r  ed u ca tio n  p ro ­
gram , a llo w in g  u s to o ffer ou r b asic  b oatin g  ed u ca tion  
c la sses  to  the b oa tin g  p u b lic  free o f  ch arge in c lu d in g  
m aterials.

N e w  H am psh ire's coastal su b sta tion  b ecam e part o f ou r  
regu lar o p era tio n s sev era l years a g o , and  co n tin u es  to  
p rov id e q u a lity  serv ice  and  assistance. O ur com m itm en t  
to co n tin u e  and  p ro v id e  that serv ice  rem ain s very  h igh .

R ep lacin g  and  repairing u sed  an d  w orn  o u t eq u ip m en t  
rem ains a con tin u in g  effort by  ou r m a in ten an ce  section . 
Federal fu n d in g  en ab les the bureau to m ain ta in  its fleet 
o f 61 patrol and  n av ig a tio n a l m a in ten an ce  boats. That 
task w o u ld  o th erw ise  b e o v e r w h e lm in g  g iv en  th e  d e ­
m and created b y  in creasin g  u se  o f  N e w  H am p sh ire's  
o n e  th ou san d  lak es and p on d s.

Program Expansion "
« A s a result o f  ch a n g es  created  b y  the leg isla tu re , w e  w ill 

be required to in crease  o u r  in -serv ice  an d  recruit train­
ing. M uch  o f  th e  n e w  tra in ing  w ill be d o n e  b y  o u r  full 
tim e sw o rn  sta ff w h ere  it had  b een  d o n e  by  the P olice  
Standards and  T raining C ou n cil in the past. That ch an ge  
w ill require ou r p erso n n e l to b eco m e  certified  by N e w  
H am p sh ire  PSTC b efore  th ey  can  a ssu m e  their  a d d i­
tional n e w  d u tie s .

•  A s o f  th is w r itin g , w e  are se ttin g  the final p la n s  to to ­
tally red o  and exp an d  ou r co m m u n ica tio n s sy stem . T his 
n ew  sy stem , w h ic h  w ill b eco m e part o f  th e  n e w  sta te­
w id e  co m m u n ica tio n  sy s tem , w ill a llo w  o u r  officers to

com m u n icate  w ith  u s  from  a n y w h ere  in the state regard­
le s s  o f  th e ir  lo c a t io n  a n d  p r o x im it y  to  n a tu r a l  
obstruction s. A d d ition a lly , th ey  w ill (w h en  the program  
is co m p lete), h a v e  the ab ility  to talk  to all loca l p u b lic  
sa fety  d ep artm en ts w h ich  they  m ay  h a v e  a n eed  to du r­
in g  th e cou rse  o f  their d u tie s . U n fortunately , g iv e n  the  
cost o f  th is sy stem , im p lem en ta tion  and  co m p letio n  w ill 
require the need  to p h ase  the program  in  o ver  tw o  years  
Federal fu n d in g  w ill , o f  cou rse , be n ecessary  as an e le ­
m en t o f  th e  fin an cia l p a ck a g e  req u ired  to b r in g  th e  
p rogram  to fru ition .
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
NEW JERSEY

STATE/ a d m i n i s t e r i n g  o f f i c e

^ P P U Q S / N ew  J e rs e y  S ta te  P o lic e  
R iv er  R o a d  
P.O. B o x  7068  

mmm iawiwicoMT irtuu W est T ren ton , NJ 0 8 6 2 8 -0 0 6 8

Statt Boating Facts
1996

1996

1996

1996

R e g is te r e d  B o a ts

B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts

B o a tin g  D e a th s

B oat*, M o to r , T railer  
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s

183 ,224

26 0

17

$ 1 7 9 ,6 6 7 ,0 0 0
Hr m 11 values for inboard boats, stemdrive boats and ouilxwrd boats.

P F  y fC IP A L  C O N T A C T  

apt. W arren  B ack e r 
B u reau  C h ie f  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e : (609) 8 8 2 -2 0 0 0 , ex t. 2 7 6 1 /F a x :  (609) 8 8 2 -8110

L ak es

R iv ers

C o a s t lin e

FY 98  F ed era l G ra n t

2 0 0 ,9 6 0  a cres  

1 ,750  m ile s  

1 ,792  m ile s  

$ 1 ,7 8 1 ,3 8 7

PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS
• Facilities to h o u se  o u r  officers are still a priority. W e h ave  

vacated  th e  form er lea sed  sp a ce  at th e  P ort N orris M a­
rina an d  n o w  o c c u p y  a n ew , m o d ern  sta tion  at B iva lve  
in  C u m b erlan d  C ounty . T roop "F" h as n in e  patro l boats  
a ss ig n ed  to the B iv a lv e  S tation , in c lu d in g  o n e  o f  ou r  
fifty -five  fo o t boats . T h ese  v e s s e ls  are u sed  to  patrol the  
D elaw are Bay, fifteen  m ile s  to  the cen ter  ch an n el a s  it is  
a part o f  th e  In tercoastal W aterw ay. Patrols co v er  the  
Salem , M au rice an d  C o h a n sey  rivers. T h e area co v ers  
C ap e M ay  P oint; p a st th e  S alem  n u clear  facility  to  th e  
S a lem -G lo u cester  C o u n ty  lin e  w h ich  a m o u n ts  to a p ­
p rox im ate ly  66 lin ear  m iles . T h e B iv a lv e  S tation  area o f  
resp on sib ility  in c lu d e s  a ll o f  th e  sta te 's  w aters in  b oth  
G lou cester  an d  S a lem  cou n ties .

FFY98 RBS fu n d s  w ill p a y  th e  lea se  p a y m en ts  for ou r  
office trailers a t the N ew a rk  Bay an d  B urlington stations. 
A  rep lacem en t for th e  lea sed  o ffice  trailer a t th e  N e w ­
ark Bay S tation  h as b een  p ro p o sed . RBS fu n d s  w o u ld

b e  u se d  to p u rch ase  a n e w  tw o -sto ry  c o m p o s ite  o ffice  
trailer to  b e  situ a ted  w h ere  th e in a d eq u a te ly  s iz e d  on e-  
sto ry  trailer current’ /  ex ists.

> W e are currently  87  m arin e la w  en forcem en t p o s itio n s  
sh ort o f  w h a t w e  w ere  in  1989. B ecau se  o f  the sh o rta g e  
o f  en forcem en t p erso n n e l, w e  m u st rely  o n  th e  fed er­
a lly  fu n d ed  m o n ie s  to  su p p o r t o u r  patrol program . If 
th ese  fu n d s  w ere  n o t a v a ilab le , w e  co u ld  n o t p ro v id e  
a d e q u a te  p o lic e  c o v e r a g e  in  th e  b u s ier  m o n th s , n o r  
w o u ld  w e  b e  ab le  to patrol so m e  o f  o u r  m ore rem o te  
are' To cou n teract th is sh ortage , w e  are aga in  d e v e l­
o p in g  an  O vertim e Patrol E n h an cem en t (O PE) program  
after a  o n e-y ea r  su sp e n s io n . From  1994 th rou gh  1996  
the O PE p reserved  ou r cap ab ility  to fie ld  p atro ls d u r­
in g  th e  b u sy  w a rm  w ea th er  sea so n .

F ederal RBS m o n ie s  fu n d  th e  p u rch ase  o f  b oa tin g  sa fety  
p a m p h le ts  an d  stu d e n t w o rk b o o k s w h ich  are d istr ib ­
u ted  th rou gh ou t th e  sta te  and  sch o o ls .

Program Expansion
1 Projected sta te  b u d g e t  red u ctio n s rem ain  a concern , so  

federal d o llars are required  in  ord er  to m ain ta in  an effi­
c ie n t  a n d  e f f e c t iv e  tr a f f ic  e n fo r c e m e n t  p r o g r a m .  
A d d itio n a l c ler ica l an d  v e sse l m a in ten an ce  w ork ers are 
in  the p ro cess  o f  b e in g  h ired .

T he p o sitio n  o f  S tate B oatin g  L aw  A d m in istra tor  is o n e  
o f  the m a n y  a d m in istra tiv e  resp o n s ib ilit ie s  o f  th e  Troop  
"F" C om m an d er. T h is d u a l ro le  requ ires reco m m en d ­
in g  n e w  a d m in istra tiv e  regu la tion s, an d  co m m en tin g  
on  p rop osed  n e w  sta te  la w s. A n  im p ortan t a sp ect o f  this 
d u ty  is  to  en su re  that p ro p o sed  sta te  la w s  d o  not run

co u n ter  to  fed era l la w s  an d  regu la tion s. O n e  ex a m p le  
is  p e n d in g  leg is la tio n  w h ich  h ad  p rop osed  the m a n d a ­
tory w ea r in g  o f  p erso n a l flo ta tion  d e v ic e s  by  a ll boat 
o ccu p a n ts  a g ed  10 years a n d  under. C ap ta in  W arren  
Backer, th e  Troop "F" C om m an d er, h as reco m m en d ed  
th is leg is la tio n  b e  a m en d ed  to  read "all o ccu p a n ts a g ed  
12 years an d  under," so  a s  to  m irror th e  reco m m en d a ­
tio n s  o f  th e  U .S . C o a s t  G u a rd  a n d  a lr e a d y  e n a c te d  
leg is la tio n  in  ou r n e ig h b o r in g  sta tes  o f  D ela w a re  an d  
P en n sy lv a n ia .
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
N E W  M E X IC O

s )  A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

N e w  M e x ic o  S ta te  P a rk s
P.O. B ox  1147  
S a n ta  F e, N M  8 7 5 0 4 -1 1 4 7

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

B en H o f f  a c k e r  
D irector , F ie ld  O p e r a t io n s  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (505 ) 8 2 7 -7 1 7 3 /F a x : (505) 8 2 7 -1 3 7 6

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B oats 5 9 ,6 4 4 L ak es 16 2 ,560  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 72 R iv ers 200  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 3

C o a s t l in e 0
1996 Boat*, M otor , T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 1 8 ,8 5 7 ,0 0 0 FY  98  F ed era l G ran t $ 4 7 6 ,0 3 2
• Retail values fur inboard boats, stemdrivebonis and aulhnard boats.

Projects and Procrams
•  T w o n e w  so la r -p o w ered  w in d  w a rn in g  lig h ts  are b e in g  

eva lu a ted  for fu tu re  in sta lla tion  at m ore N e w  M exico  
lakes. T w elv e  lakes currently  h a v e  w in d  p o w ered  lights.

•  E lephant B utte and  N avajo  lakes, th e  largest in  N e  v 
M exico , each  rece iv ed  25 -foo t B oston  W h aler s" 
to a ss is t w ith  in c lem en t w ea th er  p a tro ls  and  ATIs.

•  F ive n e w  co u rtesy  d o ck s  h a v e  b een  a d d ed  to  th e  p u b lic  
facilities a t fou r m ajor N e w  M ex ico  lakes.

• C om puters have been upgraded at all N e w  M exico state

I

Program Expansion
•  A n effort is u n d erw a y  to in crease  th e  lo ca tio n s w h ere  

b oatin g  in fo rm ation  is  o ffered  to th e  p u b lic  b y  p ro d u c­
ing cou n tertop  d isp la y s  at m arine d ea lers and  M V D  field  
offices.

•  V olunteers arc b e in g  trained to a ss is t  N e w  M ex ico  State  
Parks M arin e E nforcem en t officers w h o  o ffer  ou r  e igh t-  
h our B oatin g  B asics c lass. O n ce  th ese  v o lu n te e r s  are  
trained, th ey  w ill b e ab le  to offer th ese  e igh t-h ou r  c la sses  
on  their o w n  at n e w  loca tion s.

• A n  effort to in crea se  sa fe ty  for  M arin e  E n forcem en t  
O fficers throu gh  "Patrol Tactics" tra in in g  w ill b eg in  th is  
sp r in g  and  in c lu d e  o n -th e -w a ter  firearm s train ing.

•  A  T-shirt g iv e a w a y  program  w ill b eg in  th is su m m er  to

park lakes to assist w ith  boat registration dial u p  retrievals.

•  T hree n e w  m arin e en fo rcem en t officer  resid en ces h a v e  
b een  in sta lled  in  sta te  parks.

•  "W ind Talker" w ea th er  tracker sy s te m s h a v e  b een  in ­
sta lled  at s ix  N e w  M ex ico  sta te  park  lak es w h ich  m ak es  
current w ea th er  reports a v a ila b le  o v er  the p h on e .

•  B oatin g  Safety  fu n d s  h a v e  b een  m atch ed  to b u ild  a n ew  
b oat sto ra g e  b u ild in g a n d  M E O  o ffice  at E lephant B utte  
Lake.

en co u ra g e  N e w  M ex ico 's  b oa tin g  y o u th  to w ear  PFD s. 
W e p la g ia r ized  th is effort from  the A rizon a  G am e and  
F ish  D ep artm en t.

•  A boat operation proficiency course has been developed  and  
w ill be g iven  to all lake park staff w h o  are on  call and m ay  
utilize patrol boats for ATLs and  rescue operations. These 
em p loyees have attended 96 hours o f vessel training.

•  P rim e tim e  te lev is io n  sp o ts  w ill b e  p u rch ased  th is su m ­
m er to  p resen t b oa tin g  sa fe ty  ad s.

•  T w o n ew  24-foot w ork  barges w ill be purchased  and  sta­
tioned  at N avajo  Lake and  E lephant Butte for "ATON" 
m aintenance. Their 20-foot barges w ill b e  transferred to 
C aballo  and  B lue W ater lak es w h ich  h ave  n o  barges.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K
NEW YORK

9 Marine It 
Recreational Vehicles

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

O ff ic e  o f  P a rk s , R e c re a t io n  
a n d  H is to r ic  P re s e rv a t io n  
B e r n a d e tte  C a stro , C o m m is s io n e r  
E m p ire  S ta te  P la za , A g e n c y  B u ild in g  #1 
A lb a n y , N Y  12238

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

N e ls o n  P o tte r
D irector, M a r in e  & R ecrea tio n a l V eh ic le s  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (518) 4 7 4 -0 4 4 5  

Fax: (518) 4 8 6 -7 3 7 8

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts  4 5 8 ,092

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts  3 2 5

1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s  23

1996  B oat*, M otor , T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s  $ 2 9 0 ,0 2 6 ,0 0 0
• Rrinil values for inboard boats, stemdrive boats and outboard boats.

L ak es

R iv ers

C o a s t lin e

FY  98  F ed era l G ran t

3 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  a cres  

7 0 ,0 0 0  m ile s  

3 ,1 0 0  m ile s  

$ 1 ,2 8 1 ,5 1 8

Proiects and Programs "
I •  Federal fu n d s  w ere  u se d  to d e v e lo p  N e w  York's first 

co m p reh en s iv e  b oa tin g  sa fety  p u b lic  serv ice  a n n o u n ce­
m e n t c a m p a ig n . U s in g  m a n y  in - h o u s e  r e s o u r c e s ,  
in c lu d in g  e m p lo y e e s  an d  their fa m ilie s  as actors, rad io  
PSA s w ere  tap ed  a n d  te lev is io n  P S A s w ere  film ed  on  a 
local lake. A lso , a p o ster  and  b illboard  m e ssa g e  w a s  d e -

. v e lo p ed  an d  b o a tin g  sa fety  rem in d ers w ere  p laced  in  
park b roch u res in  a c tiv e  b oa tin g  areas.

1 •  N e w  York sta te  parks d e v e lo p e d  a lo a n er  PFD  program  
for u se  o n  its  14 p a tro l u n its  a ro u n d  th e  sta te . T he  
"Loaner For Life" p rogram  w a s  a su ccess . B oating safety  
a w a ren ess has b een  increased .

1 •  BWI en fo rcem en t h as b een  en h a n ced  w ith  in creased  
patrols, tra in in g  an d  leg is la tio n . A s  a resu lt, o n ly  a 7%

I

Program Expansion
•  A  train in g  o fficer  is  n ee d e d  to  fo rm a lize  train ing for  

patrol o fficers. A b e tte r  coord in a ted  program  w o u ld  re­
su lt  in  b e tte r  tra in ed  o ff ic er s , m o re  e ffe c tiv e  sa fe ty  
literature an d  m o re  com D reh en sive  p u b lic  ed u cation . 
(C ost $60,000)

•  W ith a d d itio n a l fu n d in g , m arin e p atro ls co u ld  b e  in ­
creased  to co v er  all m ajor w a terw a y s for a lo n g er  season  
and  m ore h ou rs o f  co v era g e  p er  day. (C ost $200,000)

•  T here are cu rren tly  n o  sp ec ia liz ed  p atro ls for BUI en ­
fo rcem en t. A d d it io n a l fu n d in g  c o u ld  s o lv e  th is  b y  
a d d in g  p a tro ls  to  p rob lem  areas. (C ost $60,000)

•  A n  au to m a ted  sy s tem  to  track arrests w o u ld  a llo w  m u l­
tip le  o ffen d ers to  b e id en tified  an d  actu a lly  receive  the

rate o f  a lco h o l in v o lv e m e n t a s  a factor in  b oa tin g  acci­
d e n ts  w a s  reported  in 1995.

•  F ederal fu n d in g  has increased  the n u m b er o f  boaters  
w h o  rece ive  the N ew  York State Boaters G uide, a co m p re ­
h en siv e  book let on  safe  boatin g  practices. O ver  1,000,000  
b o o k le ts  w ill h a v e  b een  d istr ib u ted  by  the en d  o f  1998.

•  A d d e d  fu n d in g  h as a llo w e d  the d o u b lin g  o f  m arin e  
p atro ls o v er  th e  last sev era l years. M an y  patrol v e sse ls  
are, h ow ever , near the en d  o f  a u sefu l life.

•  A  PW C  su p p lem en t w a s  d e v e lo p e d  for the N e w  York 
Y oung Boater Safety  Program  and  has b een  incorporated  
in to  th e  "M ake Sure, M ak e Shore" text targeted  at a g es  
10-18.

m ore sev ere  p en a ltie s  ca lled  for u n d er  presen t b oa tin g  
la w s. Such  a sy s te m  w o u ld  a lso  h e lp  id en tify  repeat o f­
fen d ers. W e are cu rren tly  ab le  to  d o  th is o n ly  for BWI 
an d  reck less op era tion  o ffen d ers  w ith  a tem p orary  s y s ­
tem . (C ost $300,000)

•  P erson a l w atercraft acc id en t rate: 8% o f  th e  v e sse ls  reg­
is tered  are P W C s but 30% o f  the a c c id e n ts  in v o lv e d  
PW C s. O P R H P  is a c tiv e ly  w o rk in g  on  a leg is la tiv e  m ea - | 
su re  to require b oa tin g  sa fe ty  ed u ca tio n  for a ll PW C  
op erators. (C ost $200,000)

• S p e c ia l iz e d  P W C  e n fo r c e m e n t  w ith  o ff ic e r s  r id in g  
P W C s w o u ld  b e an e ffec tiv e  w a y  to a d d ress the acci­
d en t p rob lem . (C ost $100,000)
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O LLA R S  A T  W O R K  IN
NORTH CAROLINA

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

W ild l ife  R e so u rc e s  C o m m is s io n  
A r c h d a le  B u ild in g  
5 1 2  N . S a lisb u r y  S treet  
R a le ig h , N C  2 7 6 04 -1188

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

Ed J e n k in s
D iv is io n  o f  E n fo rcem en t  

P h on e: (919) 733-7191  
Fax: (919 ) 71 5 -7 6 4 4

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B oats 3 4 0 ,7 1 0 L a k es 31 5 ,2 0 0  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 190 R ivers 3 7 ,2 0 0  m ile s
1996

1996

B o a tin g  D e a th s  

B oat* , M otor , T railer

2 0
S o u n d s 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  a cres

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 2 2 6 ,569 ,000 FY 98  F ed era l G ran t $1 ,0 4 4 ,2 7 0
• Retail values for inlwml IhhUx, sir mil riveboats tuul ouilNHinl Imals.

Proiects and Programs
Safety  Board, lo o k ed  in to  the g ro w in g  n u m b er o f  per­
so n a l w atercraft a cc id en ts  a n d  w h a t can  b e  d o n e  to  
reverse  th is trend. A n o th er  coo p era tiv e  s tu d y  w ith  the  
Johns H o p k in s  U n iv ersity  S ch oo l o f  H y g ien e  and  P ub­
lic  H e a lth  a n d  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  N o r th  C a r o lin a  
H ig h w a y  Safety R esearch C enter w as an ex ten siv e  stu d y  
o f a lco h o l in v o lv em en t in  b oa tin g  accid en ts. T he p ur­
p o se  o f  th is  C o a st G uard  g ra n t-fu n d ed  case -co n tro l 
s tu d y  w a s  to q u an tify  th e  risk  o f  fatal or ser io u s b oat­
in g  in c id en ts for va r io u s lev e ls  o f  b lo o d  a lcoh o l con ten t  
and  to  d eterm in e  if  th ere is  a  d o se -re sp o n se  relation­
sh ip  b e tw een  a lco h o l an d  b oa tin g  accidents.

•  M an u a lly  in fla tab le  P FD s, p u rchased  w ith  1996 grant 
fu n d s, w ill be prov id ed  to  all patrol officers and  not o n ly  j 
w ill increase th e  o fficer 's  p erson a l sa fe ty  b u t a lso  w ill 
se r v e  a s  an e x a m p le  to  b oaters o f  the im p o rta n ce  o f  
w ea r in g  life sa v in g  d e v ic e s  an d  the com fort o f  n e w ly  
ap p ro v ed  in flatab le  d ev ices .

Program Expansion
•  U s in g  B oatin g  S a fety  fu n d s, th e  D iv is io n  w ill p urchase  

ap p ro x im a te ly  15 patrol v e sse ls , ou tb oard  m otors, and  
trailers to  rep lace  a g in g  patrol boats. T w o (2) foam  co l­
la r  p a tr o l b o a t s  w i l l  b e  p u r c h a s e d  to  p a tr o l th e  
In tracoastal W aterw ay. T h ese  sp ec ia lty  craft can  co m e  
a lo n g s id e  b o a ts  w h ile  u n d erw ay , le s se n in g  d e la y s  and  
th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  d a m a g e  to boats. O fficers w ill m a in ­
tain  a h ig h  p ro file  on  th e  ICW  an d  lak es to d iscou rage  
p o ten tia lly  u n sa fe  b oat operators.

•  R eg istra tion  a n d  titlin g  serv ices  to  the b oa tin g  p u b lic  
w ill c o n tin u e  to  im p ro v e . T he C u sto m er  S u p p ort S y s­
tem  is  a p o in t  o f  sa le  sy s tem  w h ich  p erm its h u n d red s o f  
a g en ts  across th e  sta te  to p ro v id e  b oa t reg istration  and  
titlin g  serv ice s  p r e v io u s ly  o n ly  w ere  p erform ed  b y  the
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a g en cy 's  m ain  R aleigh  office . T h e n e w  sy s te m  u tiliz e s  
te ch n o lo g y  and  eq u ip m en t sim ilar  to  that n o w  u sed  to  
m ak e an d  ver ify  cred it card p urch ases. It is p o ss ib le  for  
th e  b oa t o w n er  to ob ta in  the n e w  registration  card and  
d eca l in  a m atter o f  m in u tes. T h e a u tom ated  te lep h o n e  
sy s tem  a llo w s  b oat o w n ers  to  q u ick ly  ren ew  their boat 
registration  u s in g  VISA a n d  M asterC ard cred it cards. 
A lso  n ew  and  very  p op u lar  w ith  boaters is an au tom ated  
te lep h o n e  sy s tem  that p erm its  boat o w n ers  to in qu ire  
about their boat registration transaction status. Im prove­
m en ts m a d e  in  the au tom ated  ca ll d istr ib u tion  sy stem  
a lso  increases ou r em p lo y e e  prod u ctiv ity  and  a llo w s  the  
sta ff to h an d le  te lep h o n e  ca lls  m ore efficiently.

•  N orth  C arolina w ild life  en forcem en t officers perform ed  
29,704 h o u rs o f  w a ter  sa fe ty  p atro ls and  search  an d  res­
c u e  a ss is ta n ce  an d  in sp ected  84,622 b oats d u r in g  1997. 
O ver  6 ,500  h ou rs w ere  sp e n t on  n ig h t b oa tin g  op era ­
tion s —  a tim e  w h e n  a lco h o l u se  is  h igh er  and  boatin g  
d a n g ers in crease  sign ifican tly . Increased  train in g  on  a l­
co h o l d e tec t io n  and  id en tifica tion  resu lted  in  a greater  
n u m b er  o f  arrests for O p era tin g  U n d er  th e  Influence, 
m a k in g  th e  w a te r s  sa fer  fo r  a ll. T h e  " get to u g h  o n  
drunks" w o rd  g o t  o u t, and  m a n y  b oa ts  w h ere  a lcoh o l 
w a s  p resen t w e r e  u s in g  d es ig n a ted  operators. A cc id en t  
sta tistics for th e  p a st year  in d ica te  that a lco h o l in v o lv e -

m t in  fatal b o a tin g  acc id en ts  d ro p p ed  from  o v er  30% 
i 14%. A n d  th e  n u m b er  o f  b oa tin g  fa ta lities in  1997  

m atch ed  th e  a ll-tim e  lo w  n u m b er o f  b oa tin g  d ea th s  (21) 
for the se c o n d  stra igh t year.

•  T h e N o r th  C aro lin a  W ild life  R esou rces C o m m iss io n  
took  p art in  tw o  n a tion a l b oa tin g  sa fety  s tu d ie s  d u rin g  
1997. O n e, c o n d u c ted  b y  th e  N a tio n a l T ransportation



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
NORTH DAKOTA

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

G am e  & F ish  D e p a r tm e n t
In fo rm a tio n  a n d  E d u c a tio n  D iv is io n  
100 N . B ism arck  E x p r e ssw a y  
B ism arck , N D  5 8 5 0 1 -5 0 9 5

State Boating Facts
1996 R eg is tered  B o a ts

1996  B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts

1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s

1996 B oat*, M otor, T railer  
a n d  A c c e s so r y  S a le s

3 8 ,7 1 3

16

3

$ 2 2 ,0 4 4 ,0 0 0
lit to il values fo r inhutml bnuis, stand rive Ihhiis tuul ouihnanl Iuhiix.

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

W ilm e r J. P ich
B oat &  W ater S a fe ly  C o o r d in a to r  

B o a tin g  L aw  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (7 0 1 ) 3 2 8 -6 3 2 7 /  Fax: (701) 3 2 8 -6 3 5 2

L ak es

R iv ers

C o a s t l in e

FY 98  F ed era l G ran t

8 9 7 ,9 2 0  a cres  

N / A  

0

$ 3 9 8 ,2 1 7

Projects and Programs
T he C oast G uard R oles an d  M issio n s s tu d y  o f  1982 rec­
o m m en d ed  that th e  sta tes  sh o u ld  a ssu m e  th e  lead  ro le  
in  b oth  b o a tin g  la w  en fo rcem en t an d  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  
ed u ca tion . T he s tu d y  recogn ized  that fed era l financial 
a ss ista n ce  to th e  sta tes w o u ld  b e n ecessary  for th e  sta tes  
to a ssu m e  th is resp onsib ility . T he W allop-B reaux Trust 
Fund h as p ro v id ed  the a d d itio n a l resou rces n eed ed  to  
acco m p lish  th is m issio n . L isted b e lo w  are ex a m p le s  o f  
projects an d  p rogram s that co u ld  n ot h a v e  b een  d o n e  
w ith o u t fed era l financial a ssistan ce.

•  E d u catin g  at lea st 3 ,000 b oaters a n n u a lly  —  m ak in g  
them  aw are o f  required a n d /o r  reco m m en d ed  sa fe ty  
eq u ip m en t, b oa tin g  la w s  and  regu la tion s, etc.

• "Kids in Boats" program , a joint effort w ith  U .S. A rm y

Program Expansion
•  B oating sa fe ty  program  n eed s far exceed  ava ilab le  fu n d ­

ing. W ith an increase in  federal fu el taxes, m ore m o n ey  
is b e in g  su p p lie d  to the W allop-B reaux Trust Fund. If 
m ore m o n ey  from  the trust fu n d  w a s  au th or ized  and  
ap propriated  to  the b oa tin g  sa fe ty  acco u n t, ad d ition a l 
b oatin g  sa fe ly  program s co u ld  be acco m p lish ed .

•  Federal fu n d s are n eed ed  to co n tin u e  and  im p ro v e  ex ­
isting program s, purchasing  su p p lie s  su ch  as v isu a l a ids, 
w ork b ook s an d  sa fe ty  eq u ip m en t to b e  u sed  a s train ing  
aids.

•  Training fu ll-t im e  p erson n el and  n e w  v o lu n teer s  and  
su p p ly in g  th em  w ith  train ing a id s , v is u a l/a u d io  e q u ip ­
m ent an d  n ecessary  ex p en ses .

•  R ev iew in g  acc id en t reports to  s e e  if there is a pattern

C orp s o f  E ng in eers an d  v o lu n teer  in stru ctors u tiliz in g  
CO E electr ic  m otorb oats, co n tin u es  to b e  a su ccess fu l  
program  teach in g  b o a tin g  sk ills .

•  T rain ing o u r  p erso n n e l (29 g a m e  w a id e n s)  and  sh eriff's  
o fficers w h o  perform  b oa tin g  sa fety  p atro ls, in v estig a te  
a cc id en ts  a n d  w o rk  on  ed u ca tio n a l program s.

•  T rain ing ou r o fficers and  ed u ca tin g  the p u b lic  in the  
en forcem en t o f  b o a tin g  u n d er  the in flu en ce.

•  T rain ing a n e w  cad re o f  v o lu n teer  in structors to teach  
b oatin g  sa fe ty  th ro u g h o u t the state .

•  E xpand train in g  for ex is tin g  v o lu n teer  in structors.

•  In itiate a P erson a l W atercraft co u rse , train v o lu n teer  
in stru ctors u s in g  PW C  from  d ea ler  loan er program s.

and  a ttack in g  the p rob lem  w ith  eith er  an ed u ca tion a l 
effort in th e  areas con cern ed  or sa tu ra tion  p a tro ls  o f  
en fo rcem en t p erson n el in  ord er  to curb  the a ctiv ity  that 
m a y  b e  the ca u se  o f  the accid en ts.

•  P erson al w atercraft are p erce iv ed  b y  so m e  as a prob­
lem . T here w ill b e  e m p h a s is  p u l o n  ed u ca tio n  o f  the  
p erso n a l w atercraft users. T h o se  u s in g  p erson a l w ater­
cra ft w il l  b e e n c o u r a g e d  lo  fo rm  c lu b s  a n d  act a s  
v o lu n teer  in structors to ed u ca te  their peers w h o  m ay  
be creatin g  th e  p rob lem . E nforcem ent p erso n n e l m ay  
b e required  to p u rch ase  s im ila r  craft in order lo  en force  
th ose  a ctiv ities .

•  A dd itional training to G am e and  Fish w ard en s on  detect­
ing and ap preh en d in g  alcohol-im paired  boat operators.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu ra l R e so u rc e s
D iv is io n  o f  W atercraft
4 4 3 5  F o u n ta in  S q u a re  D r iv e , B u ild in g  A
C o lu m b u s , O H  4 3 2 2 4 -1 3 0 0

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B oats

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s

1996 B oat* , M o to r , T railer  
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s

3 9 8 ,388

242

10

$2 2 8 ,2 7 3 ,0 0 0
Retail Millies Jar mlumnl boats, Menuhive lumis uml oiiiIhhihI boat.i.

L ak es

R iv ers

C o a s t l in e  (G reat L akes) 

FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

J e f f re y  N . H o e d t 
C h ie f

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (614) 2 6 5 -6 4 7 6  

Fax: (614 ) 2 6 7 -8 8 8 3

2 ,4 7 9 ,0 0 0  a cres  

8 ,0 7 7  m ile s  

264  m ile s  

$ 2 ,0 4 8 ,6 2 3

Projects and Programs
•  O h io  re leased  a p relim in ary  report o f  th e  D iv is io n  o f ♦  Im p ro v in g  cu sto m er  sa tisfa c tio n  w ith  their  O h io

W atercraft's Strategic P la n  fo r the T w e n ty-F irst C entury. 

B ased o n  in p u t from  n u m ero u s so u rces , in c lu d in g  18 
p u b lic  m ee tin g s , the p lan  id en tified  th ese  s ix  top -p ri­
ority  is su e s  a s  areas o f  im m ed ia te  focus:
1) P rov id e  a c c e ss  fa c ilitie s  to en h a n ce  b oatin g .
2) Increase b o a tin g  la w  en fo rcem en t p resen ce .
3) S tr ive  for th e  eq u ita b le  return an d  d istr ib u tio n  o f  

boaters' tax d o lla rs  to  b oa tin g  p rogram s.
4) E nhance p u b lic  sa fe ty  and  c o n fid en ce  b y  requir­

in g  a m in im u m  le v e l o f  k n o w le d g e  to  o p era te  a 
boat.

5) R ed u ce u ser  co n flic t and  cr o w d in g  o n  th e  w aters.
6) Increase b o a tin g  sa fe ty  an d  a cce ss  in form ation . 
N u m e io u s  w o rk g ro u p s are n o w  fo cu s in g  o n  th e  prior­
ity  is su es . In a d d it io n , Q u a lity  T eam s and  W orkgroups  
are fo cu sed  on:

♦  Im p ro v in g  c u sto m er  sa tisfaction  w ith  th e  D iv is io n

Program Expansion
•  E xpansion  o f b oatin g  capital im p rovem en t efforts is w ell 

un d erw ay . T h e recen tly  form ed  R esource P lan n in g  se c ­
tion  is  sta ffed  w ith  four fu ll-t im e p erso n n e l. O ver  $6  
m illion  o f  projects are p lanned  through  2002. To enh ance  
serv ice  to loca l d e v e lo p m e n t partners, th e  D iv is io n  is 
str iv in g  to ad d  a Lake Erie cap ita l im p ro v em en ts  coor­
d in ator  and  a sta ff engineer.

•  T he D iv is io n  h as created  a m aster  p lan  for fu ture d istr i­
b u tio n  o f  f ie ld  r e so u r c e s  a n d  p e r so n n e l . B ased  on  
d efin ed  and  n u m erica lly  scored  co u n ty  criteria, the D i­
v is io n  h a s  d e te r m in e d  th e  o p t im u m  s ta ff in g  le v e ls  
n eed ed  to p ro v id e  co n sisten t serv ice  to boaters across  
the state.

b o a tin g  ex p er ien ces

♦  A sse ss in g  and  im p rov in g  the leve l o f  b oa tin g  sa fety

❖ Im p ro v in g  b oa tin g  access

•  T h e W atercraft In form ation  S y stem  (WIS) w a s  in itia ted  
in  1997. T h is $2 m illion  co m p r e h e n s iv e  co m p u ter  in ­
fo r m a tio n  s y s te m  e n h a n c e s  th e  a b il ity  to  tr a n s fer  
registration , titling  and  o th er  d ata  for m ore effic ien t ser­
v ice  to  O h io 's  b oa tin g  cu sto m ers.

•  E fforts are u n d erw a y  to in crease  th e  v is ib ility  o f  the  
sta te  b o a tin g  program . T h ese  efforts in c lu d e  en h a n ced  
m ark in g  o f  the D iv is io n  o f  W atercraft's fleet o f  v e h ic le s  
a n d  v e s s e ls , n e w ly  d e s ig n e d  su m m e r  u n ifo rm s an d  
lifejackets for O h io 's  w atercraft o fficers, in creased  d is ­
tr ib u tion  o f  b oa tin g  literature to  th e  p u b lic , a n e w ly  
la u n ch ed  b o a tin g  w eb  s ite  and  an en h an ced  cap ita l im ­
p ro v em en ts  grant p rogram  w h ic h  p ro v id es  fin an cia l 
a ss ista n ce  to  con stru ct b o a tin g  access  facilities .

•  Efforts are u n d erw a y  to increase fu n d in g  for sta te  e d u ­
cation , m arin e patrol and  cap ital im p ro v em en t gran ts  
to  local agen cies . F u n d in g  for each  o f  th ese p rogram s  
lia s increased  b y  a m in im u m  o f  25% sin ce  1996. P lans  
call for a d d itio n a l increases.

•  In resp o n se  to the ex p ected  p a ssa g e  o f  b oa tin g  e d u c a ­
tion  req u irem en ts, vo lu n teers are n o w  b e in g  certified  
to  teach  the N A S B L A -ap p roved  O h io  B oating E du ca­
tion  C ourse. P lans call for tr ip lin g  the current n u m b er  
o f 100 instructors o v er  the next three years.

•  P u rch ase an d  train ing in the u se  o f  so u n d  lev e l m eters  
is  p la n n ed  for m arine patrols sta tew id e . O h io 's  n o ise  
lev e l la w  tak es effect January 1 ,2 0 0 0 .



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
OKLAHOMA

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l ic  S a fe ty  
L ak e P atro l
3 6 0 0  N . M artin  L u th er  K in g  
P.O. B o x  11415
O k la h o m a  C ity , O K  7 3 1 3 6 -0 4 1 5

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts

1996  B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s

1996  B oat*, M otor , T railer  
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s

22 0 ,6 6 7

117

11

$ 1 0 5 ,2 5 5 ,0 0 0
Retail values fo r inhoanl boats, slenulrive ImhiIs and oullHUird boats.

L a k es

R iv ers

C o a s t l in e

FY 98  F ed era l G ran t

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

Lt. B ob  S a n d e r s
C o m m a n d e r  

B o a tin g  L aw  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (405 ) 425 -2 1 4 3  

Fax: (405) 425 -2 8 9 4

5 5 5 ,4 5 0  a cres  

5 ,8 0 4  m ile s  

0

$ 7 9 6 ,2 1 2

Proiects and Programs
•  Patrol v eh ic le s , v e ss e ls  an d  en forcem en t an d  ed u ca tio n  

e q u ip m en t an d  su p p lie s  h a v e  b een  in creased  and  en ­
h an ced  to  in su re  better officer e ffec tiv en ess  and  safety.

•  T he O k lah om a L ake Patrol has p u rch ased  m o re  sa fe ty  
ed u ca tio n  eq u ip m en t. T h e Patrol a lso  lo o k s  for w a y s  to  
e x p a n d  the sa fe ty  ed u ca tio n  program  as req u irem en ts  
ch ange.

•  Im p ro v em en ts to  th e  p rogram  h a v e  con tribu ted  to  the  
red u ction  o f  w ater-related  d ea th s an d  injuries.

•  A  Boat T h eft D iv is io n  h as b een  started  in  O klah om a  
w h ic h  w ill h a n d le  in v estig a tio n  o f  s to len  v e ss e ls  and  
m otors.

Program Expansion
•  T h e L ake Patrol's n eed  for m ore an d  better eq u ip m en t  

is  ex p a n d in g , a s  is  th e  n u m b er o f  reg istered  b oats in  the  
state , an d  the n u m b er  o f  recreational boaters.

•  L on g-ran ge p la n n in g  is a m u st for th e  Patrol to  b e pre­
pared for  in creased  u se  o f  sta te  w aters. F u n d in g  n e e d s  
w ill c o n tin u e  to  in crease  in  order to in su re  current and  
fu ture p rogram s.

•  T h e o u tlo o k  is  for m an d atory  ed u ca tio n  an d  operator

certification . T h is w ill  create a n eed  for m ore su p p lie s  
a n d  increased  a d m in istra tiv e  n eed s. T he d u tie s  o f  p a ­
trol o fficers w ill a lso  increase.

* A n  o ff ic ia l O k la h o m a  M a rin e  In v e s t ig a t io n  s c h o o l  
w h ich  w ill be offered  sta tew id e  an d  taught b y  O klahom a  
L ake P atrolm en . It w ill  h e lp  th is state  report boatin g  
a cc id en ts , in c id en ts  an d  d ro w n in g s  m ore accurately.



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
OREGON

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

.O S ta te  M a r in e  B oard
g  4 3 5  C o m m e r c ia l S treet N E , # 4 0 0  

S a le m , O R  9 7 3 0 9 -5 0 6 5

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

P a u l D o n h e f f n e r
B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h o n e: (503 ) 3 7 3 -1 4 0 5  ex t. 2 4 4 /F a x :  (5 0 3 ) 3 7 8 -4 5 9 7

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 195 ,080 L ak es 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 +  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 106 R iv ers 1 0 ,0 0 0 +  m ile s
1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 8

C o a s t lin e 4 2 9  m ile s
1996 B oat*, M otor, T railer

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $1 1 2 ,0 7 3 ,0 0 0 FY  9 8  F ed era l G ra n t $ 1 ,1 2 7 ,1 1 6
* Retail values for inboard boats, stemdrive boats and outboard boats.

Projects and Programs ~
•  T he State M arin e Board a d m in isters  O regon 's b oa tin g  

program  and  contracts for m arine sa fe ty  an d  la w  e n ­
fo r c e m e n t s e r v ic e s  w ith  sh e r if fs  a n d  O reg o n  S ta te  
P olice's Fish an d  W ild life  D iv is ion . Sherirfs m an age  pro­
gram s lo ca lly  in  32  o f  the sta te 's 36  cou n ties; sta te  p o lice  
d o  so  on  a s ta te w id e  b asis w ith  sp ec ia l a tten tion  to the  
rem ain in g  fo u r  co u n ties .

•  S ch oo l ed u ca tio n  p rogram s are co n d u cted  p rim arily  by  
m arine o fficers in  the o ff-season . In 1997, th ey  tau gh t  
897 classes, reach ing 32,136 kids. For y o u n g er  au d ien ces, 
they  u se  B obby th e  Boat rob ots an d  d istr ib u te  P la y it  

Safe fun  b ook s, p en c ils  an d  posters. V id eo  program s are 
u sed  for d ifferen t g ra d e  lev e ls . A s  a p o in t  o f  in terest, a 
se t o f  th ese  v id e o s  is  b e in g  u se d  b y  a sch o o l d istrict in  
Japan. A  n e w  in stru ction  m an u al is  b e in g  p ro d u ced  for  
all grad e  lev e ls .

•  In the past year, fed era l fu n d s w ere  u sed  to b u y  18 b oats  
and  n in e  In tox ilizer  1400s; ad d ition a lly , a b o u t a third o f

Program Expansion
•  D u r in g  th e  p a st d e c a d e , w h ile  O reg o n 's  p o p u la t io n  

g r e w  b y  12 p ercen t and  b o a t reg istra tion  w a s  u p  31 
percent, b oa t u se  in  th e  B eaver State sh o w e d  a dram atic  
in crease  o f  67  p ercen t. D em a n d  for in creased  e d u c a ­
tion , la w  en fo rcem en t p atro ls a n d  co n flic t reso lu tio n  
c o n tin u es  to  b e  fu e led  b y  th is e x p lo s io n  in  b oat u se .

•  A  la w  en fo rcem en t p rogram  a sse ssm e n t , c o m p le ted  in  
February 1998, id en tified  m o re  th an  $3  m illio n  in  a d d i­
tional patro l n e e d s  for 1999-2001. Patrol craft acq u ired  
in  the 1980s n e e d  to  be rep laced  or  refu rb ish ed .

•  A  b o a tin g  ed u ca tio n  co u rse  ta ilored  to PW C  op era tors  
is a fu tu re  p la n  for th e  PW C  Task Force.

•  O reg o n 's  b o a t in g /a lc o h o l p u b lic  ed u ca tio n  ca m p a ig n

th e sta te 's m arin e sa fe ty  an d  la w  en fo rcem en t program  
is fed era lly  fu n d ed .

•  C on cern s o v er  the in crea sin g  n u m b er  o f  p erson a l w a ­
tercraft a cc id en ts , c ita t io n s  a n d  c o n flic ts  w ith  o th er  
boaters led  th e  M arine Board to form  an  ed u ca tio n a l 
task  force w ith  p erson a l w atercraft d ea lers , m a n u fa c­
turers an d  rental liv er ie s , la w  en fo rcem en t, th e  sta te  
PW C  riders' o rg an iza tion , in su ra n ce  an d  tra d itio n a l 
boaters.

A n  outreach  and  ed u ca tio n  program  for PW C  o w n e r s  
an d  o ther rid ers in cludes:

- an  in form ation  p ack age  that in c lu d es  a v id eo ; sticker  
for th e  craft listin g  b a sic  sa fe ty  in form ation ; an  u p d a ted  
brochure on  sta te  ru les  an d  sa fe  o p era tin g  practices.

- n e w s  m ed ia  ou treach  on  n e w  la w  an d  o w n e r  liab ility  
for d a m a g e  ca u sed  b y  p e o p le  w h o  b orrow  th e  craft.

n e e d s  to b e ex p a n d ed  w ith  ad d itio n a l fu n d in g  for  P SA s, 
th eater  s l id e s , b illb oard s , b roch u res, su r v e y s  a n d  a d ­
v e r tise m e n ts . T h is  is  a lo n g -te r m  p roject to  c h a n g e  
p u b lic  a tt itu d es  tow ard  d r in k in g  w h ile  b oatin g .

•  T h e  sta te  w ill  c o n d u c t a  s tu d y  on  th e  n eed  for m a n d a ­
tory  ed u ca tio n  or o p era to r  lic e n s in g , w ith  a v ie w  to  
ev a lu a t in g  th e  e ffe c tiv e n e s s  o f  o th er  sta te 's  p rogram s  
a n d  g a u g in g  th e  a ccep ta b ility  o f  v a r io u s  p rogram  o p ­
tio n s  an d  im p lem en ta tio n  stra teg ies .

•  F u n d in g  is n ee d e d  to  im p ro v e  b o a tin g  a cc id en t rep ort­
in g  and  in v e s tig a t io n , and  for  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  th e  
fed era l V essel Id en tifica tio n  S ystem .
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN f
PENNSYLVANIA L

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T

P e n n s y lv a n ia  F ish  &  B oa t C o m m is s io n  J o h n  S im m o n s
B u rea u  o f  B o a tin g  a n d  E d u c a tio n  D irec to r
P.O. B o x  6 7 0 0 0  B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r
H a r r isb u r g , PA  171 0 6 -7 0 0 0  P h on e: (717) 65 7 -4 5 3 8

Fax: (717) 6 5 7 -4 5 4 9

State Boating Facts I
1996 R e g is te r e d  B o a ts 3 3 6 ,950 L ak es 9 4 ,5 5 0  a cres

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 117 R iv ers 3 9 ,5 1 0  m ile s
1996

1996

B o a tin g  D e a th s  

B oat*, M otor , T railer

7
C o a st lin e  (L ak e  E rie sh o r e lin e ) 6 5  m ile s

a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 2 8 6 ,8 8 2 ,0 0 0 FY 98  F ed era l G ran t $1 ,3 5 3 ,1 8 4
* Rthill values for i.iburnl bools. stenulrive bools ami oulboani boais,

Projects and Programs
•  T he PFBC h ired  a n d  is  cu rren tly  train ing 11 n e w  boat­

in g  la w  en fo rcem en t officers. T h ese  n e w  officers, sla ted  
to grad u ate  in  June 1998, w ill b e  sea so n a l, sta tio n ed  in  
h ig h -u se  b oa tin g  areas, until p erm an en t ass ign m en ts b e ­
c o m e  ava ilab le .

•  T he b o a tin g  ed u ca tio n  fie ld  ex ten s io n  p rogram  co n tin ­
u e s  to b e h ig h ly  su c c e s s fu l. T h e  s ix  f ie ld  p e r so n n e l  
resp o n s ib le  for b o a tin g  ed u ca tio n  h a v e  con tin u ed  su c ­
ce ss  in  o ffer in g  free b oa tin g  co u rses  to  the pu b lic , w ith  
over  9,500 p eo p le  certified  in N A SB L  A -approved  course.

•  T h e C o m m iss io n  co n tin u es  to m ain ta in  a D ep u ty  Wa­
terw a y s C o n serv a tio n  O fficer program  w ith  m ore than  
300 officers a ss is t in g  p erm an en t p erso n n e l in  b oa tin g  
la w  en forcem en t. T he D W C O s p ro v id e  v a lu ab le  a ss is ­
tance to the fu ll-t im e  force.

Program Expansion
• Personal watercraft account for 6.3% (21,466) o f all regis­

tered boats and  are involved  in  27% o f the accid en ts (33 
total). P u b lic  o u tcry  h a s  led  to the d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a 
N A SB L A -approved  PA Personal Watercraft course a im ed  
at all PW C o w n ers  and  operators.

•  The Boat T itling L aw  g o es  in to  effect M arch 1 ,1998 . All 
1997 or n ew er  m otorboats, excep t those that are pow ered  
b y  an outboard  and  are less than 14 feet in  length , and all 
inboard-outboard boats, in clu d in g  all 1997 or n ew er  per­
sonal watercraft w ill b e subject to the titling requirem ent.

•  A ll n e w  registered  boat o w n ers  and  in d iv id u a ls  tak ing  
a PA Basic B oating cou rse  rece ive  a c o p y  o f  the fu ll-co lor  
PA Boating H nm il'ook. In a d d it io n , the C o m m iss io n  d is ­
tributes th ou san ds o f  boating  and  w ater safety  brochures 
to  the pub lic .

• T h e grant p rogram  for th e  C oast G uard A u x ilia ry  has  
b een  v ery  su ccessfu l w ith  $25,000 d istr ib u ted  an n u a lly  
to su p p ort their operations, edu cation a l efforts and cour­
te sy  m arin e exa m in a tio n  program s in  th e  state.

•  O v er  10,000 v io la tio n s  w ere  record ed , w ith  the m ost  
co m m o n  o n e  b e in g  in su ffic ien t n u m b er o f  PFD s aboard. 
T h e n u m b er  o f  BUI ca ses in creased  w ith  o v er  50 cases  
p rosecu ted .



B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
RHODE ISLAND

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n v iro n m e n ta l 
M a n a g em e n t
D iv is io n  o f  E n fo rcem en t  
83  P ark  S treet  
P r o v id e n c e , R I 02 9 0 3

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

S te v e n  H . H a l l
C h ie f , D iv is io n  o f  E n fo r c e m e n t  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e : (4 0 1 ) 2 2 2 -2 2 8 4  

Fax: (401 ) 2 2 2 -6 8 2 3

State Boating Facts
1996  R e g is te r e d  B o a ts  3 2 ,608

1996  B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts  3 6

1996  B o a tin g  D e a th s  1

1996  B oat*, M o to r , T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s  $ 1 9 ,6 5 2 ,0 0 0
• Retail values J'or inboard /units, stenulrive bools ami oulboani itoais.

L ak es

R iv ers

C o a s d in e

FY 9 8  F ed era l G ran t

9 ,0 0 0  a cres  

3 0 0  m ile s  

4 1 7  m ile s  

$ 4 0 0 ,6 1 7

Pro/ects and Programs
•  R h od e Is lan d 's  D ep artm en t o f  E n v ironm enta l M an age­

m en t d e v e lo p e d  a c o m p r e h e n s iv e  p u b lic  e d u c a t io n  
program  that is  o ffered  through  the com m u n ity  co lleges. 
It is o ffered  at m in im a l co st an d  is  ta u gh t b y  v o lu n teer  
instructors.

•  A  B oater's G u id e  is  p u b lish ed  annually , w h ich  con ta in s  
b oatin g  sa fe ty  in form ation , a list o f  b oat ram p s, fish in g  
areas, w ea th er  sta tio n s  an d  in form ation  on  sta te  b oat­
in g  la w s. It is  d is tr ib u ted  at boat sh o \ .'s, c la sse s  an d  
th rou gh  b oat d ea lers.

•  A  q u ick  p rogram  o n  b o a tin g  an d  h u n ter  sa fe ty  w a s  d e ­
v e lo p e d  fo r  d u c k  h u n te r s  a n d  f ish erm en . T h ey  are  
a m o n g  th e  h ig h es t p ercen tage o f  boater fa ta lities n a tion ­
w id e  and  are h ard est to  reach w ith  th e  sa fety  m essa g e .

•  Prior to  th e  1998 b oa tin g  sea so n , a ll o f  R h od e Islan d 's  
w aters w ill  b e  d ec la red  a n o -d isch a rg e  z o n e  for all v e s ­
sels. T h is program  w ill a llo w  the sta te  to  op en  m ore areas 
to  b each es an d  a lso  a llo w  recreational sh e ll f ish in g  in

areas lo n g  c lo sed .

• T h e D iv is io n  h as reorgan ized  an d  w e  are n o w  ca llin g  
ou r  officers "E nvironm ental P olice  O fficers." A lo n g  w ith  
th e  n a m e ch an ge , the D iv is io n  h a s  ex p a n d e d  th e  m a ­
r in e  patro l an d  a s s ig n e d  o ff ic er s  e x c lu s iv e ly  to  th is  
patrol. T he ex p a n d ed  m arin e  patro l w ill  n o w  b e ab le  to  
con centrate h ea v ily  on  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  an d  o th er  m arin e  
m atters.

1 T h e a g en cy  is  w o rk in g  c lo se ly  w ith  loca l g o v ern m en ts  
to h e lp  w ith  local b oa tin g  is su e s . T h e  p rim ary  is su e  in  
m o st co m m u n itie s  is th e  in crease  in  th e  n u m b er  o f  per­
s o n a l  w a te r c r a f t  a n d  th e  e n s u i n g  p r o b le m s  a n d  
co m p la in ts  brou gh t forth b y  loca l c it iz en s . U s in g  e d u ­
cation , a ssistan ce  w ith  train ing o f  loca l la w  en forcem en t  
and  joint patro ls, th e  co m p la in ts  are m in im ized  an d  a ll 
c it izen s  can  u se  sp ec ific  w aters.

Increase the in teraction  b e tw een  sta te  an d  m u n ic ip a l 
b oatin g  en forcem en t p erson n el.

Program Expansion
•  T h e in creased  u s e  o f  a ll recreational resou rces m u st b e  

m a n a g ed  to  g e t  th e  o p tim u m  u se  w ith  the m in im u m  
en v iro n m en ta l im p act.

•  In creases in  th e  n u m b er  o f  s ta te -sp o n so r e d  b o a tin g  
sa fety  ed u ca tio n  p rogram s an d  in creased  lav / en force­
m en t are n ecessa ry  a s  b o a tin g  ex p a n d s.

•  T he con tin u ed  ava ilab ility  o f  fed era l b oa tin g  sa fe ty  d o l­
lars is  v ery  im p ortan t to th e  con tin u a tio n  o f  th e  grow th  
o f  boa tin g  sa fe ty  p rogram s in  R h o d e  Island.

•  Increase th e  n u m b er  o f  p atro ls o n  in tern al w a ters  to  
ed u ca te  boaters b y  a ll m ea n s in c lu d in g  strict en force­
m en t o f  ex is tin g  sta te  and  loca l sta tu tes.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN  C
SOUTH CAROLINA S^/

A D M IN IS T E R IN G  O F F IC E  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu ra l  R e so u rc e s  
S a fe ty  & A q u a tic  I n v e s t ig a t io n  
P.O . B ox 12559  
C h a r le s to n , S C  2 9 4 2 2 -2 5 5 9

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

M a jo r  A lv in  A . T ay lo r 
B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  

P h o n e: (8 0 3 ) 7 6 2 -5 0 3 4  
Fax: (803 ) 762-5091

State Boating Facts
1996 R eg is te r e d  B oats 3 5 6 ,875

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 115

1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 20

1996 B oat*, M otor, T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 1 9 6 ,8 5 6 ,0 0 0
• Retail values fur inboard boats, stenulriveboats and oulboani boats.

Projects and Programs
•  Federal do llars h a v e  b een  very  im portant in  S ou th  C aro­

lin a . T h e y  h a v e  a l lo w e d  a v e r y  e f f e c t iv e  b o a t in g  
ed u ca tio n  p rogram  to  b e  b u ilt. T h e p rogram 's m a in  
thrust h a s b een  in  th e  sch o o l sy stem . Instructors h a v e  
b een  b u sy  and  e v e r y  d istrict in  the sta te  has co n d u cted  
a b oa tin g  sa fety  p rogram  in  o n e  or  m ore sch oo ls .

•  T he sta te  h as a lso  b u ilt an  e ffectiv e  a id s-to -n a v ig a tio n  
program . T h is c o n s is ts  o f  three e lem en ts. T he first is  
m arking o f  b o a tin g  h azard s w ith  floa tin g  a id s. T h e sec ­
o n d  is  m a rk in g  and  p o s t in g  o f  areas that h a v e  b een  
regu lated . T h e third is  the u n d erw ater  rem ova l o f  h a z­
ards. T here h a v e  b een  tw o  su b stan tia l rem ova l projects, 
b o th  o n  S a n te e  C o o p e r  L ake w h e r e  c h a n n e ls  w e r e  
cleared  and  m arked .

•  Federal d o llars h a v e  a lso  b een  v ery  h e lp fu l in  co n d u ct­
in g  u p d a ted  train in g  for m arine officers and  su p p ly in g  
them  w ith  u p d a ted  eq u ip m en t.

Program Expansion
•  W ithout federal fu n d in g , th e  b oa tin g  sa fe ty  program  

w o u ld  b e  cu t severely . B oating sa fety  in c lu d es  b oa tin g  
en forcem en t an d  ed u ca tion . W e p lan  to ex p a n d  e d u c a ­
tio n a l p r o g r a m s  th r o u g h  P S A s, b il lb o a r d s , s a fe ty  
d em on stra tion s an d  a d d itio n a l instructor training.

•  T here are p la n s  for in v es tig a tiv e  o fficer train ing. T his  
w ill in su re  m ore co m p le te  b oa tin g  accid en t in v es tig a ­
tion s w ith  m ore accurate in form ation  b e in g  ob ta in ed .

•  O ur agen cy  currently m ain ta ins 1,000 a id s to navigation . 
T his area h as h ad  trem en d ou s grow th  in  past years and  
w e  p lan  to add  p erson n el to  better m aintain  the system .

•  A s boa tin g  a c tiv ity  co n tin u es  to grow , a greater em p h a ­
s is  w ill b e placed  or. the enforcem ent o f  ou r boating law s.

L a k es 4 6 0 ,0 0 0  a cres

R iv ers  8 ,0 0 0  m ile s

C o a s t l in e  3 ,0 0 0  m ile s

FY 98  F ed era l G ran t $ 1 ,3 3 4 ,6 4 4

•  T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu r a l R e so u r c e s  m a in ta in s  a 
h ig h ly  m o b ile  u n d erw a ter  reco v ery  d iv e  team . T h ey  
h a v e  recovered  d r o w n ed  v ic t im s o f  b o a tin g  acc id en ts . 
T h e team  w o u ld  n o t b e  p o ss ib le  w ith o u t fed era l fu n d ­
in g .

a A  b o a tin g  en forcem en t an d  ed u c a tio n  task  force  w a s  
form ed . T h is grou p  o f  fou rteen , h ig h ly -tra in ed  b oa t­
in g  o fficers travel to h ig h -u se  w a te r w a y s  to en h a n ce  
en fo rcem en t efforts. T h is p rogram  a lso  took  on  an  e d u ­
ca tion a l s id e  w ith  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  P S A s, b illb oard s  
an d  n e w  con feren ces to  p ro m o te  sa fe  b oatin g .

•  T h o u sa n d s o f  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  m a n u a ls  and  p a m p h le ts  
w ere  p r in ted  an d  d istr ib u ted .

•  A  1-800 b o a tin g  sa fe ty  n u m b er  w a s  e sta b lish ed  to  in ­
form  th e b o a tin g  p u b lic  o f  sc h e d u le d  b o a tin g  sa fe ty  
cla sses.

W e w ill b e form in g  a b oa tin g  sa tu ration  team  that w ill 
fo cu s  on  h ig h -u se  areas s ta tew id e . T here w ill a lso  b e  
tra in in g  in  the areas o f  BUI d e tec tio n  an d  acc id en t in ­
vestig a tio n .

•  W e are esta b lish in g  fou r reg ion a l b oa tin g  a cc id en t in ­
v e st ig a to r s  to c o n d u c t in v e s t ig a t io n s  in  fa ta lity  an d  
ser io u s  injury cases.

•  W e n eed  to  p rod u ce  m ateria ls for im p lem en ta tio n  o f  
th e  sta te 's n e w  M an d atory  E d u cation  A ct.

•  W e n eed  to p ro v id e  better co m m u n ica tio n  b e tw een  o f­
ficers w h ile  o n  o u r  sta te 's w aters.

•  W e n eed  to  a d d  ad d ition a l c la ssroom  facilities that w ill  
b e  u sed  to  co n d u ct b oa tin g  ed u ca tio n  c la sses.
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B O A T IN G  S A F E T Y  D O L L A R S  A T  W O R K  IN
SOUTH DAKOTA

~ \

J

a d m i n i s t e r i n g  o f f i c e

:w \  &  /  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  G am e , F ish  &  P a rk s  
J& gf /  D iv is io n  o f  W ild life  

j r * ™  /  5 2 3  E ast C a p ito l A v e n u e
^  P ierre , S D  5 7 5 0 1 -3 1 8 2

State Boating Facts
1996 R e g is te r e d  B oats 4 6 ,5 7 5

1996 B o a tin g  A c c id e n ts 20

1996 B o a tin g  D e a th s 1

1996 B oat*, M otor, T railer
a n d  A c c e s s o r y  S a le s $ 3 1 ,6 7 3 ,0 0 0
• Hr hill values for inboanl boon, stemdrive Ihhiis and oulboani lumlx.

Projects and Programs
•  S ev en ty -n in e  officers rece ived  tra in ing  in  BUI d etectio n  

an d  p roced u res, first a id , CPR, search  and  se izu re  law , 
firearm s an d  d e fe n s iv e  tactics.

•  T w o n e w  patrol b o a ts  w ere  p u rch ased  an d  ten o ld er  
b oats  refitted  to  im p ro v e  reliab ility  an d  efficiency.

•  T hirteen  fu ll-t im e  sea so n a l b o a tin g  o fficers an d  e igh t  
rangers w ith  h a lftim e b oatin g  resp on sib ilities w ere  hired  
an d  eq u ip p ed .

•  T w o officers a tten d ed  the N a tio n a l B oatin g  Safety  In­
structor co u rse  at Y orktow n, V irginia.

•  M aterials for b oater  ed u ca tio n  co u rses an d  h o m e  stu d y  
co u rses  w ere  d e v e lo p e d  or p u rch ased .

•  T w o program s d es ig n ed  to en cou rage  PFD  w ear  b y  ch il-

Program Expansion ~
•  D ev e lo p m e n t o f  a M ob ile  B oatin g  Safety  D etach m en t  

to  o p era te  on  three o f  the sta te 's  fou r M issou ri R iver  
reservoirs. T h is trave lin g  team  w ill  r e liev e  loca l officers  
o f  b o a tin g  d u tie s  w h e n  o p era tin g  in  their d istr icts to  
a llo w  lim e  o ff  an d  a tten tio n  to o th er  resp on sib ilit ies . 
(E stim ated  co st $15 ,000  annually .) N ote: T h ese  officers  
are a lread y  o n  th e  p ayro ll an d  fu lly  eq u ip p ed . A d d i­
tional co sts  are for m a in ten an ce , op era tion , travel an d  
a d d itio n a l fu el.

•  Im p lem en ta tion  o f  an  in fan t and  to d d ler  PFD  loan  p ro ­
gram  in co o p e r a tio n  w ith  c o m m u n ity  h o sp ita ls  and  
p u b lic  libraries. E stim ated  co st $3,000.

•  P urchase o f  la ser  ran ge  find ers, G PS u n its  an d  b in ocu -

P R IN C IP A L  C O N T A C T  

B ill S h a t tu c k
B o a tin g  S a fe ty  P ro g ra m  S p e c ia lis t  

B o a tin g  L a w  A d m in is tr a to r  
P h o n e: (605 ) 7 7 3 -4 5 0 6 /F a x : (605) 773-6245

L a k es 7 9 0 ,0 0 0  a cres  ( in c lu d e s  4 5 0 ,0 0 0  acres

in  r iv er  im p o u n d m e n ts )

C o a s t l in e  0

FY 98  F ed era l G ran t $405 ,671

dren  w ere  co n d u cted  s ta tew id e . O n e  in v o lv ed  "Boat­
in g  Bears," (ted d y  bears w ea r in g  PFD s carry ing  the  
N a tio n a l S afe B oating  C ou n cil m essa g e) and  a coop era ­
t iv e  p r o g r a m  w ith  D a ir y  Q u e e n  u s in g  c o u p o n s  
red eem a b le  for ice  cream .

• A  PW C  op eration  v id eo  w a s  d ev e lo p ed  and  d istributed , 
a lo n g  w ith  a PW C  op erator  m an u a l, b y  m ail to  each  o f  
th e  state's PW C  ow n ers.

•  A  P W C  g iv e a w a y  p r o g r a m  in  c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  
K aw asak i M otors w a s  im p lem en ted . To en ter th e  co n ­
test, ap p lican ts w ere  required  to  a n sw er  correctly  all ten  
q u estio n s  in  an  exam  ab ou t PW C  op era tion  and  rules.

lars prim arily  for en forcem en t o f  PW C  rules. E stim ated  
cost $7,500.

•  B oater E d u cation  m an u a ls  w ill b e rev ised  and u p d a ted  
an d  w ill con ta in  m ore PW C  op eration  in form ation . Es­
tim ated  co st $10,000.

• A d d itio n a l o fficers w ill rece iv e  tra in in g  th rou gh  the  
N a tio n a l B oating Safety  Instructor C ou rse  an d  U L  acci­
d en t in v estig a tio n  cou rses. E stim ated  cost $5,000.

•  B oats, m otors, trailers an d  related eq u ip m en t w ill be  
r e p la c e d  a n d  im p r o v e d  a s  n e e d e d . E stim a ted  c o st  
$25,000.
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