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FW: MB260

Subject: F W :  H B 2 6 0

Date: Fri, 4 Feb 2000 15:46:45 -0900 

From: Wasilla Wic < wic@alaska.com>

Organization: Valley Women's Resource Center
To: ",Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us", <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.stat

F e b r u a r y  4, 2 0 0 0

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n ,

I a m  w r i t i n g  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  H B  2 6 0 .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  

e f f e c t  o f  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  P r o g r a m .  I m a n a g e  t h e  W I C  p r o g r a m  

f o r  t h e  M a t - S u  V a l l e y  a n d  o u r  c l i n i c  s e e s  i n d i v i d u a l s  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  w h o ,  

w i t h o u t  t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e .  O n e  o f  m y  

s t a f f  j u s t  c a m e  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a  w o m a n  l a s t  w e e k  w h o  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  g e t  

m e d i c i n e  f o r  a  c o n d i t i o n  h e r  c h i l d  w a s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  b e c a u s e  t h e  c h i l d  h a d  

n o  h e a l t h  c o v e r a g e  o f  a n y  k i n d .

I f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  p r o m o t e  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  a n y o n e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e ,

i t  s h o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  b e  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  w h o  a r e  o u r  f u t u r e .  P r e v e n t i o n  c o s t s

l e s s  t h a n  t h e  c u r e .  I  w o u l d  a s k  y o u  t o  s t a n d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  H B  2 6 0 .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

H e a t h e r  H a r t ,  M S ,  R D  

V W R C  W I C  C o o r d i n a t o r  

( 9 0 7 )  3 7 6 - 4 0 8 0  

w i c @ a l a s k a .c o m

1 of I 2/7/00 5:45 I'M
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HB 260

Subject: H B  260
Date: Fri, 04 Feb 2000 15:34:^/ -0900 

From: Laura White < laura.white@pupkus.searhc.org>

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n :

I o p p o s e  H B  2 6 0  a n d  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  p l e a s e  o p p o s e  t h e  b i l l .  H e a l t h  c a r e  

i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  

i f  H B  2 6 0  w a s  p a s s e d ,  A l a s k a  w o u l d  b e  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  a  s t a t e  s p o n s o r e d  c h i l d  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  

h e l p s  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s  w h o  w o r k  i n  j o b s  w i t h  n o  b e n e f i t s  t o  p r o v i d e  

h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

L a u r a  W h i t e ,  R D  

S E A R H C  W I C  P r o g r a m

mailto:laura.white@pupkus.searhc.org
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us


FW: House Bill 260

Subject: F W :  House Bill 260

Date: Sat, 5 Feb 2000 13:09:10 -0900

From: "Wheeler, Heather M." <WheelerHM@ci.anchorage.ak.us>
To: "'Rep Fred Dyson - ER'" <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: "'Rep Allen Kemplan - Anc'" <Representative_Allen_Kemplen@legis.state.ak.us>

>  I  a m  C h e  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r  f o r  t h e  W I C  P r o g r a m  ( S u p p l e m e n t a l  N u t r i t i o n

>  P r o g r a m  f o r  W o m e n ,  I n f a n t s ,  a n d  C h i l d r e n )  a t  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e

>  (MOA) a n d  I  a m  o p p o s e d  t o  He. u s e  B i l l  2 6 0 .

>  I  h a v e  s e e n  f i r s t  h a n d  w h a t  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  t h e  s t a t e  s p o n s o r e d

>  c h i l d  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m  ( D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e )  h a s  h a d  o n  m a n y  f a m i l i e s

>  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  A n c h o r a g e  . H e a l t h  c a r e

>  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  i s  v i t a l  f o r  t h e  w e l l b e i n g  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n .  M a n y

>  o f  c l i e n t s  s e r v e d  a t  t h e  M O A  W I C  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  h e a l t h  c a r e

>  i n s u r a n c e  i f  i t  w a s  n o t  f o r  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  p r o g r a m .  I f  H B 2 6 0  i s

>  p a s s e d ,  A l a s k a  w o u l d  b e  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t

>  a  s t a t e  s p o n s o r e d  c h i l d  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m .  I s  t h a t  w h a t  w e  w a n t  f o r  t h e

>  f u t u r e  l e a d e r s  o f  o u r  s t a t e ?  T o  g o  w i t h o u t  t h e  v i t a l  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  t h a t

>  i s  n e e d e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  g r o w i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  y e a r s ?

>  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e  l e a d e r s  i s  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  -

>  o n l y  $ 4 7 2  p e r  y e a r ,  p e r  c h i l d  i n  s e a t e  f u n d s .  E l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m

>  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a  h u g e  l o s s  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e  - s e v e n t y - t w o

>  c e n t s  o f  e v e r y  d o l l a r  s p e n t  o n  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  i s  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .

>  D e n a l i  K i d  c a r e  h e l p s  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s  w h o  w o r k  o n  j o b s  w i t h  n o

>  b e n e f i t s  t o  p r o v i d e  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n . I t  a l s o  h e l p s  f a m i l i e s

>  w h o  a r e  m o v i n g  o f f  w e l f a r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n  s t i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e i r

>  c h i l d r e n ' s  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s .

>  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  a l s o  c o v e r s  p r e n a t a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  f o r  p r e g n a n t

>  w o m e n .  P r e n a t a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a r e  v i t a l  t o  e n s u r e  a  h e a l t h  s t a r t  f o r

>  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n .

>  W h y  w o u l d  w e  w a n t  t o  t a k e  t h a t  a w a y  f r o m  A l a s k a  f a m i l i e s ?  T h i s  s e e m s

>  l i k e  a s t e p  b a c k w a r d s  n o t  f o r w a r d !  I  a m  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  p l e a s e  r e - t h i n k  y o u r

>  d e c i s i o n  t o  r o l l b a c k  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  g u i d e l i n e s  f r o m  2 0 0 %  p o v e r t y  t o  1 0 0 %

> f o r  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  w i l l  h a v e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  e f f e c t  o n  t h e

>  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a l l  c h i l d r e n  i n  A l a s k a ,  i n c l u d i n g  A n c h o r a g e !

I ol I 2/7/00 5:48 PM
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MB 260 - Denali KidCare

Subject: H B  260 - Denali KidCare 

Date: Sun, 06 Feb 2000 23:12:49 -0900 

From: "3 J's &  1 K" < brand@alaska.net>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Allen_Kemplen@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  D y s o n  a n d  C o g h i l l , -

I a m  w r i t i n g  a s  b o t h  a  p r i v a t e  p e d i a t r i c i a n  ( i n  A l a s k a  f o r  e i g h t e e n  

y e a r s )  a n d  a s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

A c a d e m y  o f  P e d i a t r i c s .  I w a n t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t o  y o u  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  t h e  

D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o g r a m  i s .

D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  c o v e r s  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  d o n ' t  h a v e  i n s u r a n c e  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  e m p l o y e r s  o r  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  a d d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t o  t h e i r  

e m p l o y e r ' s  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y .  W i t h  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  j o b s  i n  A l a s k a  b e i n g  i n  

t h e  s e r v i c e  s e c t o r ,  t h e r e f o r e  l o w e r  p a y i n g ,  m a n y  h e a d s  o f  f a m i l i e s  

c a n n o t  a f f o r d  " t r a d i t i o n a l "  i n s u r a n c e .

O n e  o f  t h e  g o a l s  o f  w e l f a r e  r e f o r m  i s  t o  g e t  p e o p l e  b a c k  t o  w o r k ,  

h o w e v e r  o n e  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  i s  l o s i n g  m e d i c a l  c o v e r a g e  

( M e d i c a i d )  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  E l i m i n a t i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m  m a k e s  g o i n g  

b a c k  t o  w o r k  a  h a r d s h i p ,  n o t  a n  a d m i r a b l e  g o a l .  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  e n a b l e s  

p e o p l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  w o r k  a n d  b e  s e c u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  m e d i c a l  

n e e d s  w i l l  b e  m e t .

P r i v a t e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  w r i t e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  s m a l l  

g r o u p  p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  A l a s k a ' s  j o b  m a r k e t  i s  m a i n l y  m a d e  u p  o f  s m a l l  

c o m p a n i e s .  I h a v e  a  f a m i l y  o f  f o u r ,  a n d  m y  p r e m i u m  i s  o v e r  $ 5 , 0 0 0  p e r  

y e a r  f o r  a  $ 1 , 0 0 0  d e d u c t i b l e  m a j o r  m e d i c a l  p l a n .  A t  2 0 0 %  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  

p o v e r t y  l i n e ,  a  f a m i l y  o f  f o u r  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  s p e n d  1 5 %  o f  t h e i r  g r o s s  

i n c o m e  t o  a f f o r d  t h i s  s a m e  i n s u r a n c e ,  m a k i n g  i n s u r a n c e  u n a t t a i n a b l e  f o r  

t h e  f a m i l i e s  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p .

S p e n d i n g  $ 2 . 8  m i l l i o n  o f  s t a t e  m o n e y  w i l l  b e  m a t c h e d  b y  $ 5 . 4  m i l l i o n  

i n  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  $ 8 . 2  m i l l i o n  w o r t h  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  

t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  o u r  S t a t e .  C h i l d r e n  w h o  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  n o  h e a l t h  

c o v e r a g e .  I s n ' t  t h i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  u s e s  f o r  S t a t e  m o n e y ?

I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e .  T h a n k  y o u .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

J e f f  B r a n d ,  M . D .

2 6 4 - 1 4 5 7

2 8 4  D e B a r r  R d .  S t e  3 2  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8  o r

1 1 7 2 3  O l d  G l e n n  H w y .  S t e .  1 1 3  

E a g l e  R i v e r ,  A K  9 9 5 7 7  

6 9 4 - 1 4 5 7 .
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Denali KidCare Program

Subject: Denali KidCare Program 
Date: Sat, 5 Feb 2000 20:53:25 -0900

From: "John &  Deborah Bennett" <jbennett@ideafamilies.org>

To: "John D. Bennett" <jbennett@ideafainilies.org>

You've taken the jihad to far. Lets start running the government for the benefit of it's people. I hope you're 

never in a position that makes you base the decision to seek medical attention for a loved one on the ability 

to pay. Keep in mind that not everyone was privileged to be born into a well-to-do family. The Denali 

KidCare Program is a keeper. Tax me. I will help to pay. Please institute an income tax and a fuel tax.

John &  Deborah Bennett 

1479 Farmers Loop Road 

Fairbanks, Alaska 

ibennett@ideafamilies.ore

2/7/00 5:50 PM
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1 iwi I support Denali Kid Care

Subject: I support Denali Kid Care 
Date: Mon, 07 Feb 2000 11:47:26 -0900 

From: jdewey@avcp.org (Joan Dewey)

To: Representative_John_CoghilI@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us 

CC: Representative_Mary_Kapsner@legis.state.ak.us

T h e  D E N A L I  K I D  C A R E  p r o g r a m  i s  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  p r o g r a m  t h a t  h o l d s  p r o m i s e  o f  

a  b e t t e r  f u t u r e  f o r  a l l  A l a s k a n  f a m i l i e s .  I  b e l i e v e  a  p r o g r a m  s u c h  a s  

D E N A L I  K I D  C A R E  w h i c h  p r o m o t e s  f a m i l y  w e l l n e s s  a n d  m a k e s  s e r v i c e s  

a t t a i n a b l e  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  m o r e  f a m i l i e s  i s  a  b e n e f i t  a n d  a n  u l t i m a t e  

c o s t  s a v i n g s  t o  a l l  A l a s k a n  f a m i l i e s .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  i s  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  

o u r  " a t  r i s k "  f a m i l i e s - - f a m i l i e s  v/ho m a y  n o t  h a v e  o t h e r  m e a n s  t o  a c c e s s  

p r e v e n t i v e  a n d  h e a l t h y  f a m i l i y  s e r v i c e s .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  a l l o w  t h i s  

i m p o r t a n t  p r o g r a m  t o  b e  d i s c o n t i n u e d .  W e  s i m p l y  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  d o  

t h i n g s  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  b e f o r e !

Q u y a n a , J o a n  D e w e y  

B e t h e l ,  A K

I of | 2/7/00 5:53 PM
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IIB260

Subjecit: HB260

Date. Mon, 07 Feb 2000 13:55:14 -0800 

From: Donna_Chris@ykhc.org (Donna Chris)
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_CarI_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us,
Represenlative_Jim„Whitaker@legis.state,ak.us, Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us, 

representative_al!en_kemp!in@legis.state.ak.us

A s  a  n u r s e ,  I a m  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  s e e i n g  h o w  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  i s  h e l p i n g  

f a m i l i e s  w h o  w a n t  t o  w o r k .  I t  a l l o w s  p a r e n t s  t o  w o r k  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  

j o b s  a v a i l a b l e  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e .

A  r e c e n t  c a s e  c o m e s  t o  m i n d .  A  l i t t l e  b a b y  w a s  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  v e t r i c u l a r  

s e p t a l  d e f e c t ,  a  l i f e  t h r e a t e n i n g  c o n d i t i o n .  I t  a p p e a r e d  s u d d e n l y  a t  7 

w e e k s  o f  a g e  a n d  p u t  t h e  b a b y  i n t o  c o n g e s t i v e  h e a r t  f a i l u r e .  T h e  m o t h e r  

w a s  e m p l o y e d  a n d  c o v e r e d  b y  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  w a s  s t i l l  o n  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e .

T h e  f a t h e r  w a s  e m p l o y e d  b u t  w a s  n o t  c o v e r e d  b y  i n s u r a n c e .  W h i l e  b o t h  w e r e  

d r a w i n g  s a l a r y ,  t h e y  m a d e  j u s t  a b o v e  2 0 0 %  o f  t h e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l .  T h e y  m a d e  

e n o u g h  t o  l i v e .

A f t e r  t h e  b a b y  w a s  d i a g n o s e d ,  s h e  r e q u i r e d  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  T h e  m o t h e r  

w a s  u n a b l e  t o  w o r k  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a d  t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  b a b y  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .

H e r  m a t e r n i t y  b e n e f i t s  r a n  o u t - a n d  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  w o r k ,  h e r  

i n s u r a n c e  w a s  s t o p p e d .  T h e  c o v e r a g e  s t o p p e d  o n  1 / 3 1 .

T h e  b a b y  h a d  t o  h a v e  o p e n  h e a r t  s u r g e r y  i n  P o r t l a n d  o n  2 / 2 .  D e n a l i  K i d  

c a r e  w a s  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  t h i s  w o r k i n g  f a m i l y .  T h e  b a b y  h a s  

h a d  h e r  s u r g e r y  a n d  i s  d o i n g  g r e a t .  T h e  p a r e n t s  w i l l  b e  b a c k  t o  w o r k  s o o n  

a n d  m o m  w i l l  b e  b a c k  o n  h e r  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e .

I ' m  t e l l i n g  y o u  a b o u t  t h i s  c h i l d  b e c a u s e  i t  s h o w s  t h a t  D e n a l i  K i d  c a r e  i s  

n o t  p r o m o t i n g  a  w e l f a r e  s y s t e m  b u t  i s  p r o v i d i n g  s u p p o r t  w h e n  n e e d e d .

I t  a l l o w s  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g ,  a n d  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  g r o w  

u p  h e a l t h y  a n d  w i t h o u t  r e s i d u a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  c a u s e d  b y  d e l a y  i n  t r e a t m e n t .

I a m  e s p e c i a l l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  b e c a u s e  t h i s  c h i l d  i s  m y  

g r a n d d a u g h t e r .

P l e a s e  r e t h i n k  y o u r  s t a n d  o n  H B  2 6 0 .

1 of I 2/7/00 5:57 PM
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Oppose 1 IB 260

Subject: Oppose H B  260

Date: Mon, 7 Feb 2000 13:51:37 -0900 

From: "Kendall Thomas" <kjthomas@alaska.net>

To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson @Legis.state.ak.us>

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n ,

P l e a s e  v o t e  a g a i n s t  H o u s e  B i l l  2 6 0 .  I t  i s  s h o r t s i g h t e d  a n d  w i l l  c a u s e  g r e a t  

h a r d s h i p  t o  m a n y  A l a s k a n  f a m i l i e s .

J o h n  &  K e n d a l l  T h o m a s

2/7/00 5:59 PM

mailto:kjthomas@alaska.net
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Laura Adams 907-345-4477 

Laura called to express her opposition to HB 260. She is a Mental Health Clinician
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February 8, 2000

To: H E S S  Committee

Chair, H E S S  Committee - Fred Dyson 

From: Stephanie Wheeler

Director, Emergency Outreach &  Supportive Services 

Catholic S jcial Services 

Sub: Denali Kid Care

H B  260

Thank you for the opportunity to allow us to share our concerns with you about the 

recently introduced H B  260. It is evident by the number of Alaskan families who are 

currently enrolled in the Denali Kid Care program that this is a much-needed program for 

children and pregnant women.

Last year, Catholic Social Services provided services to over 165,000 individuals.

These individuals and/o'- families representative of our programs include pregnant 

women and their families, low-income families, families who are working, homeless 

families, adoptive families and refugees. On behalf of the individuals we work with, I 

urge you to reconsider amending this bill. It is primarily those working or low-income 

families with children who fall in this precise category that need a comprehensive health 

plan.

Often times these families health needs go unmet because they are not Medicaid eligible 

or they cannot afford adequate health care. Many families who do work, and are being 

paid over the minimum wage still cannot afford the health insurance that companies are 

currently offering. Health care is expensive and non-affordable. A  lot of individuals 

would not be able to pay outright for health care costs. And because health insurance is 

increasing to meet the ever-escalating costs of health care, many families cannot afford 

health insurance. For instance, a single mother with four children who is currently 

enrolled in the D K C  program cannot afford the health insurance plan for her children that 

is offered through her employer, which is approximately $500 per month. She currently 

makes $12 an hour. One paycheck (after taxes) is approximately $760. She gets paid 

twice a month. Rent and utilities alone will take care of one full paycheck. What does 

that leave the other paycheck for? - food, childcare, transportation and other 

miscellaneous expenses. It is quite clear that she cannot afford the health insurance plan 

offered by her employer. Additionally, some employers may not offer a health care plan 

for families.

People need health insurance, particularly as they move from welfare to work and 

continue to progress toward self-sufficiency. For people with chronic health conditions, 

disabilities and mental illnesses, adequate health care coverage is critical. Having 

adequate medical coverage can mean a world of difference for individuals who need 

medication that is also costly. Without adequate health coverage, former welfare



recipients, particularly those with poor health, chronic medical conditions and 

disabilities, may be forced to return to welfare in order to meet their medical needs. 

Concern for health care benefits prompt many welfare recipients to continue receiving 

public assistance and acts as a disincentive to seeking employment.

Many families who are on public assistance will be working within the next three years. 

Transitioning from welfare to work is often difficult within itself. Having insurance 

coverage for health care is a must for these families in order to make this transition 

successful. Health insurance is viewed by many clients and staff as one of the most 

important benefits to working - but generally covers only the employee. Adding family 

members is a prohibitive expense.

Many families who exit welfare for work will not obtain jobs that offer employer- 

sponsored health insurance as a benefit. If private and affordable health coverage were 

extended to more families on public assistance, many more families would currently be 

employed.

Please consider exploring other options like a co-payment plan, minimal monthly fee, or 

sliding scale to help individuals pay for this affordable health plan rather than omitting it 

altogether. I would really encourage you to listen to the thousands of children that have 

been privileged to use this coverage and their parents who have had no other options for 

health coverage. Help us continue on the road to success. Help us educate doctors and 

other health providers about the importance of this health plan for children and pregnant 

women. There is indeed a gap in rendering affordable health insurance. With DKC, that 

gap has narrowed. Let’s look for additional ways to bridge or close the gap like 

exploring medical coverage for single individuals who do not have or cannot afford 

health care.

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact m e  at 276-3046 or 

email m e  at \V hcclcrsl@ ci.iinchor:i!ic .ak.us.

Thank you for your time!



Testimony re: MB 260 
before

Moose MESS Committee - Feb rua ry  8, 2000

M r. Cha irman , members of the Committee. M y  name is W ilson Justin. I am 

the Health D irec to r for the M t. Sanford T r iba l Consortium and a member of 

the A laska Native Health Board. The Alaska Native Health Board appreciates 

the opportunity to provide testimony regard ing MB 260. We urge that you do 

not move this measure.

The bill w il l resu lt in 6,696 children and 780 pregnant women losing access to 

Medicaid . I f  M ed ica id  is lost, most of these ch ildren w il l receive health care 

only after they are sick, and, a ll too often, only when the child is brought to a 

hospital emergency room. Such care is most expensive in do llars and loss of 

qua lity o f life. Follow-up is lost; prevention does not occur. School days are 

missed and parents miss work to care for their sick children.

I know that some o f you are wondering why the A laska Native Health Board 

cares about this issue since our member health providers receive funding from 

IMS.

testimony rt Illl260.w |itl 1



F irs t , as health care providers we cannot sit qu ie t ly by while any ch ild loses 

access to health care. It is not good for our communities or our State.

Secondly, the assumption that Native ch ildren and families are unaffected is 

s imp ly w rong. The IMS direct appropriations, based on recent Federa l 

studies, provide only about 25 percent of needed funds to provide care fo r 

A laska Natives and American Ind ians .

Congress relies on the Medicaid program to supplement the IHS d irec t 

appropriations. I t authorizes the State to recover 100% of its M ed ica id  

payments to IMS and tr iba l health providers. However, payment is only made 

fo r services to eligible children. I f  this b il l is enacted into law, no 

re imbursement w ill be ava ilab le fo r the services we provide to approx imate ly 

2,200 A laska Native children whose fam ily  income is between 100% and 200% 

of poverty. Th is means that our very lim ited d irec t funding is stretched even 

more th in ly . V illage vis its by health professions w ill d im inish , more ch ildren 

w il l become ill unnecessarily, and resources w il l be d iverted from prevention to 

acute care. This is the poorest use of lim ited resources;,

testimony tL III<260.w|i<l 2



We Know tlisit Stiite resources are lim ited, however this is not where cuts 

should occur. This cut w il l make Alaska the only State in the United States 

that is not implementing the Federa l Ch ild ren ’s Health In su rance program . I t  

w ill reduce Federal spending in A laska by more than S7 million do lla rs  in the 

f irs t year and $12 million do lla rs in the second year. I t  w il l lead to increased 

uncompensated emergency room costs. Most important, it w i l l  lead to 

increased preventable health problems and inev itab ly to some preventab le 

deaths.

We urge each o f you to cast your vote in support of A la ska ’s most va luab le  

natura l resource, our ch ildren; vote “do not pass” on HB 260.

tc.Mimony rc 111)260. \vpil 3
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Lil'Kritters P a y C s r e  &  School 

P.O. B o x  2 4 4 3  

S e w a r d ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 4  

(907)224-5400 

(907)2 2 4 - 5 6 8 7  F a x

February 8, 2000 

To Whom It May Concern;

Rep. John Coghill's proposal to cut the rolls o f the state's Denali KidCare 
program would be taking a giant step backwards in meeting the health care 
needs o f Alaskan children and pregnant women.

Denali KidCare is largely funded by the Federal Government. Similar 
programs are available in all 49 other states. This program was designed with 
higher income levels to help meet the needs o f working parents but for those 
who are still unable to afford Health Insurance.

As a child care provider I have seen many children who have not received the 
health care that they should receive. Dental needs especially seem to suffer as 
do routine heath checkups. I  have referred many parents to this program and I 
have slated many times that the Denali KidCare program is the best thing to 
ever have been made available for for Alaska's Youth. Many ayourig child 
would not have his or her health care needs meant without this program. We 
need to take care o f Alaska's Youth. Do not allow this program to be cut in 
any way!

Marsha Ambacher



FEP -08-00 TUE 04:33 PM SEWARD LIO FAX NO. 9072245067 P. 03
^ o b / o ^ t u e  ^ L f L J l j

f Y l u  h u S J y m d .  c x r d i  l D Q k e  t k b i h  M J L l - H r v u e

bu.1 m u + l u k ^  61 u b  l % n > c  a r m i  i c p -  dt 

J j ) s u M . n o j L >  fa.ruL.lif$, b m a l u - l C c L  C a & u  u o o & ^ o u \ .  

Cl t \ ^ u j v ^  d o  f M u . ^ K  v j p i  rvUL Q j t L  r a a  U Q j - i u l n , ! ^ h & d t u .

a j j ^  ^  b e d  h i n n  a f f i k m d  & c L  Ca k (l  m m

fioK. h p d  -fc / h ^ L « c  a  i h a J  \J i x f t u j d  n o t  *

k a u L  b j u r i  olM j l, p & u  ixXib A q  % Q J i t k d L  'HYL.t

h i d  C d i M k a n t  6 1 - uv? H u .  m o ^ h i x .  6 1

d h M k i K j ^ x j  a p p M . O a X j u  c u l l  V'/ic V ^ O o  <  c U r d o J L  c d u u

C U L k o ,  d ) L u X L -  J W d l u  c i i i ^ C h c d d f l h A u c / i j i t r x ^ ,  p A o i s / Z J d X S  

U t u j c  m i n w u  x / u  f / u  I x c f  v j  L u & A d -  b e  M £ b i e

i d  Q i i ^ u  m i j  CJ u M a j j ^  m x u  J L u i Z C U u u O j O l  n t u  O W K - .

o {2s a  C ^ d d . C i V d L j  jOiov/cUh^ Q ^ y v O l Om  d v A a C u u o j ^ e  

t h a t  v j  M J n  (50u. 6 1  m a a u  f i Q M . n &  u u m  & ) J * a J J i o

W t & h d l ( 6 1 P l m j L ,  d o O r  r f r n M ,  H i r u U l j uu l  ' k f u  ^ a m .

A^/'d, C k > ^  «.ic5at| U r T f n L  r>uj ^  o ^ k x K y

rCicLtu^ a k d U i w L ^  Q - l a s b e  M o  'u ^  (̂ /C p m o ^ / d .

^ a o j J i L U ,  t



FEB-08-00 TUE 04:33 PM SEWARD LIO FAX NO. 9072245067
V'fc.sv e. Vv'^u^'s.'e-

X o .  Gfry

‘S e M X X c d ^ K ' ^

’̂j o .  yvlHo.wv t f c - t y w W  C W i r t y v ^  .

X  - f a t  I o f  < v m f  | j v ^ o r H n ^ /  - f a
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I am here to testify against H B  260 and would like a few moments to express those 

concerns.

M y  name is Norma Perkins and I am a representative from the SouthEast Alaska 

Regional Health Consortium. M y  organization is a consortium of 20 tribes from 

throughout Southeast Alaska. W c  compact with the federal government to provide 

Indian Health Services to the Native beneficiaries in Southeast Alaska.

When Denali Kid Care began in March 1999, S E A R H C  expanded upon the State’s 

efforts in enrollment. W e  saw an opportunity for native children and pregnant women 

who fit in this expanded health insurance program to remove any financial barriers from 

accessing a health care delivery system; especially in hard to reach or rural areas.

S E A R H C  has quickly completed a comparative analysis of Medicaid patients seen at our 

Mt. Edgecumbc Hospital facility. W c  compared March through September 1998 data to 

similar months in 1999. Pediatric ambulatory visits rose from 393 in 1998 to 2,223 visits 

in 1999.

The impact was tremendous. Denali Kid Care offers services that S E A R H C  does not 

provide. For example. D K C  offers travel &  lodging for patients who need to be seen by a 

specialist, dentist, hearing exams, Outpatient Mental Health counseling. It allows 

pregnant w omen to come from the villages to the hospital more frequently for prenatal 

care and counseling to insure a healthy child. It gives w o m e n  the option to be seen at a 

hospital where more services arc provided than at a village health clinic. Denali Kid Care 

provides coverage for a new mother up to six weeks after birth in case of complications 

or request for sterilization. This means for those non native w o m e n  carrying a native 

child; aftercare is not an issue. And these newborns can be covered from birth: well 

baby checks, school physicals, immunizations until lie/she reaches the age of 19.

S E A R H C  beneficiaries enrolled under this program costs the Slate of Alaska N O T H I N G !  

The Federal government matches this funding at the 100% rate for additional Native 

people covered by Denali Kid Care and served at tribal facilities. As you are aware, one 

of the benefits for the Stale to develop its CHIP program was the federal match money 

and is at very little cost to the State’s budget.

S E A R H C  uses these medicaid funds to help supplement our Indian Health Service 

compact funds to expand and improve our current health care services. W c  are not fully 

funded by the Indian Health Service for our health care delivery system.

W e  arc shocked and surprised of the about-face by legislators for recommending change 

to such a vital program for our children! It makes good fiscal sense to continue Denali 

Kid Care and to ensure healthy Alaskan children and pregnant women.

Thank you for your time to allow me to express our concerns.

Good Afternoon Chair Dyson, members of the Health Education &  Social Services

Committee.
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HESS Committee
February 8, 2000
Re: Denali KidCare / HB260

Honorable Representatives:

HB260 is asking you to judge some children unworthy of proper medical care. It is based 
on a false premise: that private sector resources are available for health care for anyone whose 
income is larger than official poverty-level figures. The reality is that health care is so 
prohibitively expensive when purchased by individual working families that critical choices are 
forced on these families which should horrify anyone who cares for the future of our children in 
Alaska. While the bill may have been introduced with the purpose of introducing an important 
discussion about health care and resources, the bill itself is not a good bill. It can only do harm to 
our babies and our children, and that is not something we as voters can permit you as our 
representatives to allow to happen.

The child whose parent has to choose between paying the rent and seeking health care is a 
child whose parents are caught in a nightmare. M y  infant son Noah had no prenatal care until 
Denali KidCare caught our struggling family as we were going down for the last time. W e  were 
the classic “working poor”whose income might not have seemed, on paper, sufficiently poverty 
level to a political eye, but which in fact was a life of such nightmarish choices every day. Life, 
for a growing baby, is more than a matter of simply surviving from day to day; it is a matter of 
actively thriving such that the foundation for a healthy, good life is built.

There is no time to delay during a baby’s development to debate questions of worthiness or 
income level. Babies need our full, committed support and nurturing in those critical months as 
their brains and their organs and all of their tender selves develop rapidly. If you must look at this 
in terms of dollars and centers, it is clear that children who do not receive the health care and 
nurturing they need at the beginning eventually “cost” taxpayers much, much more - exponentially 
so - in learning disabilities, behavioral problems, serious illnesses that could have been prevented, 
and in many tragic cases, crime. If a few pennies spent now saves a dollar later, why are we 
hesitating?

72 cents of each dollar spent on Denali KidCare comes from federal funds. This incredibly 
well administered, economical and excellent insurance costs the state only $472 per child per year, 
which represents an quite modest Financial investment in the present that will pay enormous 
dividends in the future by helping assure the health of the child. A  healthy child translates into a 
child who is able to become a healthy member of the community: a good student, a person able to 
behave well, learn well, and ultimately work well. D o  we really need to justify the blessing of the 
healthy child?

Paychecks may stretch just enough to pay for rent, food, electricity - but rent in what kind 
of place? What sort of food? Enough electricity to keep a place warm? And what happens when 
there is tragedy in the family, as there was in ours, and the parents find themselves, at least for the 
time being, unable to w ork steadily, and whatever savings exist disappears as fast as a drop of

mailto:morissawilliams@hotmail.com
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February 8, 1999

Representative Fred Dyson 
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Dyson:

This is to advise you that Cordova Community Medical Center and the citizens of 
Cordova do not support the reduction of income eligibility for Denali KidCare from 
200% of the Federal poverty level to 100%.

This action would eliminate the Denali Kidcare program and coverage for 6,696 children 
as well as 780 pregnant women. This action would certainly hurt innocent children and 
women The passage of H B  260 will also have a serious impact on small rural hospitals 
that are already experiencing loss of revenues

W e  are requesting that this letter be entered into the recoiti of House Bill 260. Please 
distribute this letter to other members of the Health, Education and Social Services 
Committee.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Cordova Community Medical Center



CORRECTION
T H E  F O L L O W IN G  D O C U M E N T (S ) 

H A  V E  B E E N  R E F IL M E D  TO  
A S S U R E  L E G IB IL IT Y  O R  P A G IN A T IO N

Central Microfilm Services
Departcmcnt of Education & Early Development
State of Alaska
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HESS Committee
February 8, 2000
Re: Denali KidCare / HB260

Honorable Representatives:

HB260 is asking you to judge some children unworthy of proper medical care. It is based 
on a false premise: that private sector resources are available for health care for anyone whose 
income is larger than official poverty-level figures. The reality is that health care is so 
prohibitively expensive when purchased by individual working families that critical choices are 
forced on these families which should horrify anyone who cares for the future of our children in 
Alaska. While the bill may have been introduced with the purpose of introducing an important 
discussion about health care and resources, the bill itself is not a good bill. It can only do harm to 
our babies and our children, and that is not something we as voters can permit you as our 
representatives to allow to happen.

The child whose parent has to choose between paying the rent and seeking health care is a 
child whose parents are caught in a nightmare. M y  infant son Noah had no prenatal care until 
Denali KidCare caught our struggling family as we were going down for the last time. W e  were 
the classic “working poor”whose income might not have seemed, on paper, sufficiently poverty 
level to a political eye, but which in fact was a life of such nightmarish choices every day. Life, 
for a growing baby, is more than a matter of simply surviving from day to day; it is a matter of 
actively thriving such that the foundation for a healthy, good life is built.

There is no time to delay during a baby’s development to debate questions of worthiness or 
income level. Babies need our full, committed support and nurturing in those critical months as 
their brains and their organs and all of their tender selves develop rapidly. If you must look at this 
in terms of dollars and centers, it is clear that children who do not receive the health care and 
nurturing they neeo at the beginning eventually “cost” taxpayers much, much more - exponentially 
so - in learning disabilities, behavioral problems, serious illnesses that could have been prevented, 
and in many tragic cases, crime. If a few pennies spent now saves a dollar later, why are we 
hesitating?

72 cents of each dollar spent on Denali KidCare comes from federal funds. This incredibly 
well administered, economical and excellent insurance costs the state only $472 per child per year, 
which represents an quite modest financial investment in the present that will pay enormous 
dividends in the future by helping assure the health of the child. A  healthy child translates into a 
child who is able to become a healthy member of the community: a good student, a person able to 
behave well, learn well, and ultimately work well. Do we really need to justify the blessing of the 
healthy child?

Paychecks may stretch just enough to pay for rent, food, electricity - but rent in what kind 
of place? What sort of food? Enough electricity to keep a place warm? And what happens when 
there is tragedy in the family, as there was in ours, and the parents find themselves, at least for the 
time being, unable to work steadily, and whatever savings exist disappears as fast as a drop of
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water in a midday desert? People may consider themselves entirely self-sufficient and independent 
until a curve ball comes roaring towards them out of the blue, at the same time responsibility comes 
to rest in their lives. The combination of a child and severe problems or crisis can be 
overwhelming to the strongest of people.

It is not enough to talk about poverty level versus not-poverty level incomes, because the 
words do not convey the reality of a life. The working poor are the desperately worried poor - the 
people whose wages are too small to pay for “luxuries” like trips to the doctor or dentist for check­
ups or small illnesses that turn then into large illnesses and swamp the family’s resources. The 
working poor are people who carry so much shame about their financial reality that they often do 
not seek out or accept help even if it is available.

If Noah is now in a stable home with two loving, truly committed parents it is precisely 
because we received the support we needed without being turned inside out and judged unworthy 
by a cold-blooded bureaucracy: Denali KidCare came through not only with speedy health care, 
but with links to other services that helped us rebuild our lives. W e  felt so strongly the benefit of 
being believed in, of being supported as a family, of mattering, that we felt empowered in every 
other area of our lives. Far from making us more dependent, we have in many ways become, 
indeed, stronger, more responsible, more resourceful, and more hopeful. Could anyone ask more 
of a program?

I have m y  eye on the prize: m y  child. I love him. I want him to be safe, healthy, and 
happy and to know he is loved, right now. I know, and you know, that the mamas and papas of 
this staie, each with their own prizes, are going to require complete accountability from you when 
it comes to these children. W e  know you love your children, too. Stand by them.

Sincerely,

L C
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February 8, 1999

Representative Fred Dyson 
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Dyson:

This is to advise you that Cordova Community Medical Center and the citizens of 
Cordova do not support the reduction of income eligibility for Denali KidCare from 
200% of the Federal poverty level to 100%.

This action would eliminate the Denali Kidcare program and coverage for 6,696 children 
as well as 780 pregnant women. This action would certainly hurt innocent children and 
women. The passage of H B  260 will also have a serious impact on small rural hospitals 
that are already experiencing loss of revenues

W e  are requesting that this letter be entered into the recoid of House Bill 260. Please 
distribute this letter to other members of the Health, Education and Social Services 
Committee.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Cordova Community Medical Center



HB 260 Testimony o f Pamela Guv, Juneau AK

H E S S  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  2 0 0 0

It is impossible for me to pay back for my 2 sons. I  am deaf and a single 
parent. I  work for SALE, they don’t provide insurance for my kids only for 
myself.

M y salary is not much to cover - costs too much. No expense to pay bills or 
food.

I  would like to see that Denali Kid Care stay on immediately. I don’t get 
Child Support either. I  work over 60 hours a week to cover as much as I 
can, but not cover everything yet. So please stay on - very important to my 
kids i f  no insurance no one w il l give me help for i f  they get hurt.
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I am adamantly opposed to H B  260. I would hope that this egislaturc would be able to 
see that passage of this bill by effectively eliminating Denali Kid Care, would be 
detrimental to the children of Alaska. Passage of this bill would he short sighted and end 
up costing our state far more in the long run. Denali Kid Care provides much needed 
relief to those families who can not afford other insurance or who are not eligible for 
Medicaid. This provides much needed protection for many of our children. It also 
allows some parents to move to get off welfare without losing much needed health care.
I suggest that before you pass this bill you all give up your health insurance for 1 year.

Please enter in the record m y  testimony to the House Health Education and Social
Services Committee on H B  260, dated 02/08/00.

From Gay Wellman H C 6 0 B o x 2 2 7 A  Copper Center, A K  99573

Typed by the Glennallen LIO staff - signature page follows.
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Subject:

Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 17:21:16 -0500 (EST)

From: Phyllis Kiehl <pkiehl@pol.net>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

A s  a  p e d i a t r i c i a n ,  I a m  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  t h e  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  

D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o g r a m .  I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  n o t  t o  p a s s  H B  2 6 0 .

I h a v e  p a r e n t s  i n  m y  p r a c t i c e  w h o  h a v e  r e f r a i n e d  b o t h  f r o m  g e t t i n g

r e g u l a r  w e l l  c h i l d  c h e c k s  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  ( i m p o r t a n t  f o r  d i s e a s e  

p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  f o r  g o o d  h e a l t h  m a i n t e n a n c e ) , a n d  f r o m  s e e k i n g  c a r e  w h e n  

t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  i l l ,  b e c a u s e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s .  M a n y  h a v e  b e e n  

a b l e  t o  c o m e  i n  a n d  g e t  c h e c k - u p s  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  s i n c e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  

I n s u r a n c e  b e c a m e  a v a i l a b l e .  H e a l t h  m a i n t e n a n c e  v i s i t s  a d d r e s s  h e a l t h y  

l i f e s t y l e s ,  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  d i s e a s e - c a u s i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ;  t h e y  p r o v i d e  

b e h a v i o r a l  c o u n s e l i n g  w h i c h  c a n  n o t  o n l y  b e n e f i t  s o m e  c h i l d r e n  i n  

f o s t e r i n g  e m o t i o n a l  h e a l t h y  g r o w t h  a n d  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  b u t  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  

p r e v e n t  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  b e h a v i o r s  t h a t  m a y  o t h e r w i s e  r e a d i l y  l e a d  

t o  c h i l d  a b u s e ,  i n j u r y  b o t h  p h y s i c a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d  t h e  c o s t s  o f  

s u c h  b e h a v i o r s  o n  s o c i e t y  ( o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  p a r e n t s  a n d  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n

w h o  g r o w  u p  t o  c o n t i n u e  u n h e a l t h y  i n t e r a c t i o n s ) .

D e s p i t e  t h e  a b s u r d  c o m m e n t a r y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s  b y  

f o r m e r  A n c h o r a g e  m a y o r  ( a n d  i n s u r a n c e  a g e n t )  T o m  F i n k ,  m a n y  f a m i l i e s  

t o d a y  j u s t  c a n n o c  a f f o r d  t o  p u r c h a s e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e .  A n d  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  a l m o s t  1 / 3  o f  m y  p e d i a t r i c  p r a c t i c e  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  p a t i e n t s  f o r  

w h o m  M e d i c a i d  ( a s  D e n a l i  K i d c a r e  o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o g r a m )  i s  t h e  

p r i m a r y  p a y e r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h o s e  n u m b e r s  a r e  h i g h .

P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  f u n d ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r ,  D e n a l i  

K i d C a r e .  I t  i s  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  t h a t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  m a t c h e d  b y  f e d e r a l  

f u n d s ,  g i v i n g  u s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p e n d  l i t t l e  t o  g a i n  s u c h  a  g r e a t  

d e a l  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  o u r  f u t u r e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c o m m e n t s .

P h y l l i s  K i e h l ,  M . D .

mailto:pkiehl@pol.net
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Subject: H B  260

Date: Tue, 25 Jan 2000 12:02:47 -0900 
From: "Jcri Lanier" <fcsajeri@mosquitonet.com>

To: "Tom Brice" < Representative_Tom_Brice@Iegis.state.nk.us>,
"Pete Kelly" < Senator_Pcte_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Mike Miller" < Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us>,

"John Davies" <Representative_John_Davies@legis.state.ak,us>,

"John Coghill" <Representative_John_Coghill@iegis.state.ak.us>,

"Jeannette James" < Representative_Jeannelte_James@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Jim Whitaker" < Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Gene Therriault" <Representative_Gene_Therriault@legis.state,ak.us>,

"Gary Wilken" <Senator_Gary_WiIken@Iegis.state.ak.us>

CC: "Fred Dyson" < Represcntative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

D e a r  S e n a t o r s  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,

I  a m  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  b i l l  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  w o u l d  

a f f e c t  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e .  H B  2 6 0  w o u l d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

c h i l d r e n  e l i g i b l e  f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n  A l a s k a .  W h e n  w e  a r e  f i n a l l y  m a k i n g  

g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  i n  g e t t i n g  f a m i l i e s  o f f  o f  w e l f a r e  a n d  b a c k  i n t o  p r o d u c t i v e  

l i v e s  a n d  j o b s ,  t h i s  b i l l  c o m e s  a l o n g  t h a t  w o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  r e d u c e  t h e  

n u m b e r  o f  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  w o r k .

J u s t  3 y e a r s  a g o ,  I w a s  a  s i n g l e  p a r e n t  r a i s i n g  3 k i d s  o n  a  m i n i m u m  w a g e  

j o b .  I m a d e  h o u s e  p a y m e n t s ,  k e p t  u p  w i t h  f o o d ,  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  n e c e s s i t i e s .  

T h e r e  w a s  n o  e x t r a  f o r  a n y  l u x u r i e s  s u c h  a s  d o c t o r s  b i l l s .  I h a d  2 s p e c i a l  

n e e d s  c h i l d r e n .  I m a d e  $ 1 3 . 0 0  a  m o n t h  t o o  m u c h  t o  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  m e d i c a i d .  

I h a d  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  b e i n g  h o n e s t  a n d  h a r d w o r k i n g  a n d  m a k i n g  i t  o n  m y  o w n ,  

o r  s h o w i n g  m y  : i d s  t h e  e a s y  w a y  o u t .  I c o u l d  h a v e  r e d u c e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

h o u r s  I w o r k e d  o r  l i e d  a b o u t  a  c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s  a  w e e k  t o  r e c e i v e  m e d i c a i d .  

M y  d a u g h t e r ' s  p s y c h i a t r i c  n e e d s  w e r e  s u c h  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  o v e r  1 / 2  m y  

t a k e  h o m e  p a y  w e e k l y  o n  a  s l i d i n g  f e e  s c a l e .  S o  s h e  d i d  w i t h o u t .  S a d l y  s h e  

s t i l l  n e e d s  c a r e ,  w h e n  i f  s h e  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  h e l p  s h e  n e e d e d  

t h e n ,  s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  m u c h  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  a d u l t .

I t  i s  a  p r o v e n  f a c t  t h a t  i f  c h i l d r e n  c a n  r e c e i v e  t h e  h e l p  t h e y  n e e d  a t  t h e  

f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  w h e t h e r  m e d i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  c h a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  i t  

w i l l  b e  m u c h  l e s s  c o s t l y  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  a r e  

p r o v i n g  t o  b e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  d o l l a r s ,  b u t  a l l

t h a t  t e l l s  u s  i s  t h a t  p a r e n t s  c a n  f i n a l l y  g e t  t h e  h e l p  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  n e e d

e a r l i e r ,  w h e n  i t  i s  m o r e  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e ,  o r  f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  h e l p  a t  a l l .  

M a n y  p r o v i d e r s  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  p r i v a t e  i n s u r a n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s h o r t  f a l l s  

i n  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  p a r i t y .  T h e  f e e s  o n  s l i d i n g  f e e  s c a l e  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y

a  p r o h i b i t i v e  f a c t o r  f o r  a  f a m i l y  t h a t  i s  b a r e l y  m a k i n g  i t  o n  l o w e r  p a y i n g

j o b s .

P l e a s e ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e ,  l o n g e r  t e r m  t r e a t m e n t  

i f  p e o p l e  l o o s e  w h a t  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o g r a m .  L e t ' s  n o t  

b e  s h o r t  s i g h t e d  w h e n  i t  c o m e  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n .  

T h a n k  y o u  

J e r i  L a n i e r

I of I 1/27/00 10:15 A M
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D O  NOT ADOPT HB260

Subject: D O  N O T  A D O P T  HB260 

Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 16:17:25 -0800 

From: " M D  Christenson" <dr.pinky@hotbot.coni>

Organization: HotBot Mail (,http://mail.hothot.com:80)

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_John_CoghiII@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us, 

representative_allen_kemplin@legis.state.ak.us

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o g r a m .

N o r m a l  c o s t s  f o r  a  h o s p i t a l  b i r t h  a r e  h i g h  e n o u g h ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  u n e x p e c t e d  

c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  u n f o r s e e n  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s .

F o r  f a m i l i e s  w i t h o u t  h i g h  p a y i n g  j o b s ,  o r  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e ,  t h e s e  c o s t s  c a n  b e  

c r i p p l i n g .

T h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o g r a m  i s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  i t s  3 t o  1 l e v e r a g i n g  o f  F e d e r a l  f u n d s ,  

a n d  p r e n a t a l  c a r e  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  m o s t  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  h e a l t h  c a r e  e x p e n d i t u r e .

I n  a l l  g o o d  c o n s c i e n c e ,  h o w  c o u l d  y o u  c u t  a  s u c c e s s f u l ,  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  n e e d e d  p r o g r a m ?

M i c h a e l  C h r i s t e n s o n  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  

9 0 7 . 7 8 9 . 2 0 9 6

H o t B o t  - S e a r c h  s m a r t e r .  

h t t p : / / w w w .h o t b o t .c o m

1/26/00 5:28 PM
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Subject: H B  260
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 15:32:59 -0900

From: "Phillips, Tammy" < tphiIlips@alternativesmentalhlth.org>

To: "'representative_Fred_dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us'" < Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us;

I a m  o v e r w h e l m e d  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  D e n a l i  

K i d  C a r e  P r o g r a m  t h a t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  

C h i l d  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e  P r o g r a m  w a s  a d o p t e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  t o  p r o v i d e  h e a l t h  

c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  u n i n s u r e d  c h i l d r e n  i n  A m e r i c a .  T h e  o t h e r  4 9  s t a t e s  a n d  

t e r r i t o r i e s  h a v e  a d a p t e d  t h i s  p l a n  a n d  r e c e i v e  F e d e r a l  m o n i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  

p r o g r a m .

I n  A l a s k a  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i s  o n l y  $ 4 7 2  p e r  

y e a r / p e r  c h i l d  i n  s t a t e  f u n d s .  T h i s  i s  v e r y  l o w  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  o f f e r e d  b y  m o s t  e m p l o y e r s .  I w o r k  f o r  a  

n o n - p r o f i t  a g e n c y  a n d  i t  w o u l d  c o s t  m e  $ 2 7 5  e a c h  m o n t h  t o  c o v e r  o n e  c h i l d  

u n d e r  m y  i n s u r a n c e .  A  M c D o n a l d ' s  w o r k i n g  p a r e n t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  c o v e r  

t h i s  c o s t  a n d  p r o v i d e  h o u s i n g  a n d  for 1  m u c h  l e s s  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  v e h i c l e  i f  

t h a t  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s ,  h o m e  r e p a i r  a n d  u p k e e p .

P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  a s  y o u  s i t  i n  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  

y o u  m a k e  i m p a c t  p e o p l e  o n  a  p e r s o n a l  b a s i s .  A  f a m i l y  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  A T A P  

f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  d u r i n g  a n  e n t i r e  l i f e t i m e .  I a g r e e  t h a t  w e l f a r e  i s  n o t  m e a n t  

t o  b e  a  l i f e t i m e  c r u t c h .  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  a s s i s t s  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  

t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  " w o r k i n g  w o r l d " . T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  I 

h a v e  f r o m  l i s t e n i n g  t o  f a m i l i e s  a n d  e c o n o m i c  c o n c e r n s  i s  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  a r e  

m o r e  w i l l i n g  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  w o r k  i f  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  b a s i c  s e r v i c e s  t o  a s s i s t  

i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  A n  e x a m p l e  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  f e m a l e  r a i s i n g  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d  

d o e s  n o t  r e c e i v e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r  o t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  f a t h e r .  I f  t h i s  

m o t h e r  i s  o n l y  e d u c a t e d  e n o u g h  t o  w o r k  f o r  m i n i m u m  w a g e ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  

i n c e n t i v e ?  S h e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  p a y  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  a n d  m e d i c a l / d e n t a l  i f  s h e  i s  

o f f  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  b u t  h e r  p a y c h e c k  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  h e r  w i t h  a n y  

d i s c r e t i o n a r y  i n c o m e  f o r  t h e  b a s i c  n e e d s  o f  t h e  c h i l d .  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  

f i l l s  t h i s  h o l e  i n  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  h e l p s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  A l a s k a  a r e  

p r o v i d e d  t h e i r  b a s i c  n e e d s .

I u r g e  y o u  t o  v o t e  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  f u n d e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w a n t s  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a n d  

I t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  s t a t e  f u n d i n g  i f  t h e  S t a t e  d e c i d e d  t o  

c a n c e l  t h i s  p r o g r a m .

S i n c e r e l y ,

T a m m y  P h i l l i p s ,  B S W

C a r e  C o o r d i n a t o r  S u p e r v i s o r

A l t e r n a t i v e s  C o m m u n i t y  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  C e n t e r

1/26/00 5:29 PM
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Subject: HB260
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 21:40:36 EST 

From: DiveNome@aol.com
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n :

I w a n t  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  H B 2 6 0 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  c h a n g e  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  

g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e .  A s  o n e  w h o  w o r k s  w i t h  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a n  a r r a y  

o f  s e r v i c e s  t o  l o w  i n c o m e  c h i l d r e n ,  y o u t h  a n d  f a m i l i e s ,  I k n o w  t h a t  i t  i s  

v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e e d e d  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  A s  t h e  C h a i r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  F o o d  C o a l i t i o n ,  w e  h a v e  s e e n  

t h a t ,  w h i l e  w e l f a r e  r e f o r m  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  m a n y  p e o p l e  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f i n d  

w o r k ,  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  t u r n  t o  f o o d  b a n k s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  

p a r e n t s  a r e  s t i l l  n o t  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  b a s i c  n e e d s ,  s u c h  

a s  c h i l d  c a r e  a n d  i n s u r a n c e ,  w i t h o u t  p r o g r a m s  s u c h  a s  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  a n d  t h e  

C h i l d  C a r e  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m .

W i t h  7 2 %  o f  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l

g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  b e i n g  c n l y  $ 4 7 2  p e r  y e a r  p e r  c h i l d ,

t h i s  s e e m s  l i k e  a  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  c a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  m e e t  s o m e  o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e

m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  A l a s k a  c h i l d r e n  a t  a  v e r y  l o w  c o s t .  T h i s  i s  a  s m a l l  a m o u n t

t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t o  g i v e  b a b i e s  o f  p r e g n a n t  t e e n s  a  

h e a l t h y  s t a r t  i n  l i f e .

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  r e d u c e  t h e  s t a t e  b u d g e t  b y  t a k i n g  a w a y  b a s i c  s e r v i c e s  d e s i g n e d  

t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  A l a s k a ' s  m o s t  n e e d y  p e o p l e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D o u g l a s  M c C o y

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

N o m e  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r ,  I n c .

P O  B o x  9 8

N o m e ,  A K  9 9 7 6 2

I of I 1/27/00 9:05 A M

mailto:DiveNome@aol.com
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
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N O R T O N  S O U N D

H E A L T H  C O R P O R A T I O N

P.O. BOX 966 

NOME, ALASKA 99762 

(907) 443-3311

FA X  TR A N SM ITTA L C O V E R  S H E E T
F R O M :  Social Services Dept.

Norton S o u n d  Health Corp.

P.O. B o x  9 6 6  

N o m e ,  A K  9 9 7 6 2  

P h o n e  #(907)443-3311 

O r  #(907)443-4541 

F a x  #(907)443-4546

T O j — y-e Fred O u l o n  _______________  -

  C A & M T . , /________________________________

 - -§ rW&. d  MftSfcn . cj

----------SWtfc.._G<o ^ ( r ~ 3we aA i  Q Q 8 o \ - \ i $ Z

F A X :  < ^ 0 7 ^

N u m b e r  o f  p a g e s  f o l l o w i n g  this o n e  :

R E M A R K S : ---- i B A d a k  -QoC  c o r ^ i  c l ^ i r ^  .

Please call immediately if you get this fax in error. It contains confidential 
information, protected by law. Thank you.

‘Serving the comm uni firs of: Bmvig Mi/nion, Council, Piomede, ElLro, GambolJ, Golovin, King /Aland, Koyuk. hAsty'S Igloo, 
Noiiir, St. Michael, Savoonga, Shakloolik, Shfchmaref, Solomon, Stebblivr, Teller, UnaUkloct, Wales, White Mountain.-
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N O R T O N  S O U N D

P.O. BOX 960 
NOME. ALASKA 99762 

(907)443-3311

H E A L T H  C O R P O R A T IO N

State Representative Fred Dyson
Chair, House Committee on Health, Education and Social Services
State of Alaska
House of Representatives
State Capitol
Interdepartmental Mail Stop 3101 
Juneau, AK 99001-1182

February 2, 2000

Dear Representative Dyson,

POSITION  STA TEM EN T O F TH E  
NORTON  SOUN D H EA LTH  CO RPO RA TIO N  

BOARD O F  D IR EC TO R S

The Norton Sound Health Corporation is committed to offering.quality 
health care within the Bering Straits region. To that end we offer a wide array of 
health services, including: acute and emergency care; a large outpatient clinic; 
dental, audiology, and optometry clinics; a prematemal home, etc. all in Nome, 
Alaska. The corporation operates health clinics in each of the 15 villages within 
the region, providing health care to all regional residents. The region has 
approximately 9400 residents.

As part of our commitment to offer quality health care, we encourage 
patients to take advantage of whatever health resources they may have at their 
disposal. That is why we have been so delighted to have another insurance 
resource for lowwncome families within the region, namely the Denali KidCare 
Program. So far, more than 110 families (comprising_over 7 5 0  family members) 
have enrolled within the program. We anticipate that as many as 5300 more 
children and pregnant women from within our region alone may qualify for the 
program, as they have no health insurance other than that of Indian Health 
Services.

Norton Sound Health Corporation does not offer all of the services that our 
patients require. Not all dental, audiology, or vision services, for example, are 
covered in full through Indian Health Services. Nor are all travel expenses Denali

"Serving ihe communmcs nl: Brevtq Mission. Council. Diomede. Bim. Cambell. GolcMa King Island. Koyuk, Man/s Igloo, 
Nnmc. Sr. Michael. Savoonga, 5tiaKtootiK Shbhniaref. Solomon. Siebblns. Teller. UnaWdeei. Wales. While Mounrain."
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KidCare has offered our patients more choices in these areas, and more sources 
of payment It can also take time for our patients to see specialists in Anchorage, 
as the Alaska Native Medical Center can be very busy. Again, with the Denali 
KidCare program, our patients have more options open to them, and can see 
private specialists if they so desire.

In addition to offering more choices fo r current patients, the Denali 
KJdCare program will offer more choices to our future patients. It is not 
anticipated that Indian Health Services budgets will increase, so the availability of 
another insurance resource for patients in the region is vitally important to 
maintain our current level of services. In fact, the Norton Sound Health 
Corporation believes so strongly in this that we have hired a full-time employee 
whose job duties will solely consist of assisting patients to enroll in whatever 
insurance resources are available to them, and of public iz ingthe importance of 
doing so.

It is the fundamental belief of the Norton Sound Health Corporation Board 
that preventative medicine is an important factor in providing more beneficial and 
economical health care to the people of our region. The Denali KidCare Program 
makes this preventive medicine available to more individuals, and therefore 
inhibits costly long-term care for those otherwise preventable health conditions in 
the future.

Under the current system, fo r those patients that are Indian Health 
Services beneficiaries, the federal government pays 100% o f the costs of the 
Denali KidCare Program. Thus, most of the patients utiliz ing this resource from 
our region are not costing the State of Alaska many more dollars.

We recognize that the State of Alaska is trying to reduce the state budget, 
but feel that this program is extremely important to the people of this region. The 
Norton Sound Health Corporation Board o f Directors, on behalf of all those that 
we serve, strongly urges the State of Alaska to continue this fine program. We 
ask that House Bill 260 not be passed. Thank you for your attention in this 
matter.

Sincerely,

Barbara Gray ^
Chair, Hospital Services Committee 
Norton Sound Health Corporation

Board of Directors
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to thethe / / o a - s e .
committee name

committee on _
bill/subject

Hi, I a m  W a n d a  K a t i n s z k y ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s  Association. I a m  h e r e  

to also r e p r e s e n t  t h e  A l a s k a  A s s ociation o f  N u r s e  Anesthetists, A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  

the A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  o f  M i d w i v c s ,  a n d  the A l a s k a  N u r s e  Practitioners Association.

W e  all s t a n d  o p p o s e d  to H o u s e  Bill 260. W e  feel this is a regressive policy w h i c h  will 

d o  i r r e p a r a b l e  h a r m  to o n e  o f  A l a s k a ’s roost v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  v a l u a b l e  resources, o u r  

children. P r e v e n t a t i v e  health c a r e  saves m o n e y  for all A l a s k a n s  in t h e  l o n g  run. 

O n c e  a he a l t h  p r o b l e m  b e c o m e s  e m e r g e n t ,  the total cost o f  c a r e  escalates a n d  

c o n s u m e r s  w i t h  i n s u r a n c e  a n d / o r  t he t r e a t m e n t  facility' a n d  p r o v i d e r s  m u s t  a b s o r b  

these costs.

P r e n a t a l  c a r c  is the single m o s t  cost-effective health c a r e  e xpe n d i t u r e ,  a n d  e n s u r e s  

the best birth o u t c o m e  for the b a b y .  L a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e  p r e n a t a l  c a r e  is a 

co n t r i b u t i n g  factor to p o o r  birth o u t c o m e s .  J n  c o m p a r i s o n  to t h e  stated figure of 

S 1 9 M  s a v e d  b y  the state b y  e n a c t i n g  this bill, 1 r e m i n d  y o u  that the m e d i c a l  costs o f 

o n e  p r e m a t u r e  b a b y  c a n  easily e x c e e d  a million dollars. A l a s k a n s  will a b s o r b  those 

costs if t h e  m o t h e r  is u n i n s u r e d .

D e n a l i  K i d s  C a r e  is a w i s e  choice for state expenditures. It benefits n o t  o n l y  those 

families entitled to care, b u t  also the health c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  a n d  institutions w h i c h  

m u s t  p r o v i d e  the c a r e  regardless o f  the client’s ability to pay .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  m u s t  

b e  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  giv e n  a d e q u a t e  t i m e  to assess its true costs t h r o u g h  a c c u r a t e  

m e a s u r e m e n t  tools a n d  g a t h e r i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  data. W c  u r g e  y o u  n o t  to t u r n  y o u r  

b a c k s  o n  A l a s k a ’s w o r k i n g  families. T h a n k  you.

Signed:
T JTestifier

R e p r e s e n tin g  (O p tio n al)
AddressAddress

- 3 V S T -  5  9 / 3

Phone No.

9/86 Legislative Information Office
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February 8, 2000

BEYOND SHELTER
3710 E, 20THAVE.,SU[TE1 

ANOHORAQE, ALASKA B0GO8-341 Q 
007*678-5590

To, HESS Committee
Chair, HESS Committee - Fred Dyson 

From: Stephanie Wheeler
Director, Emergency Outreach &  Supportive Services 

Catholic Social Sendees 

Sub: Denali ICid Care
H B  260

Thank you fbr the opportunity to allow us to share our concerns with you ubout the 
recently introduced H B  260, It is evident by the number of Alaskan families who are 
currently enrolled in the Denali Kid Care program that this is a much-needed program for 

children and pregnant women.

Last year, Catholic Social Services provided sendees to over 165,000 individuals.

These individuals and/or families representative of our programs include pregnant 
women and their families, low-lncome families, families who a.re working, homeless 
families, adoptive families and refugees. On behalf of the individuals we work with, 1 
urge you to reconsider amending this bill. It is primarily those working or low-lncome 
families with children who fall in this precise category that need a comprehensive health 
plan.

Often times these families health needs go unmet because they are not Medicaid eligible 

or they cannot afford adequate health care. Many families who do work, and are being 
paid over the minimum wage still cannot afford the health insurance that companies are 
currently offering, Health care is expensive and non-affordable. A  lot of Individuals
would not be able to pay outright:::    ’’ettvse health insurance is
increasing to meet the ever-eacalating costs of health care, many families cannot afford 
health insurance. For instance, a single mother with four children who is currently 
enrolled in the D K C  program cannot afford the health insurance plan for her children that 
is offered through her employer, whioh is approximately $500 per month. She currently 

makes $12 an hour. One paycneclc (after taxes) is approximately $760. She gets paid 

twice a month. Rent and utilities alone will take care of one M  paycheck, What does 

that leave the other paycheck for? - food, childcare, transportation and other 
miscellaneous expenses. It la quite clear that she cannot, afford the health insurance plan 
offered by her employer. Additionally, some employers may not offer a health care plan 
for families.

People need health Insurance, particularly os they move from welfare to work and 
continue to progress toward aclf-sufficicrxy. Tc: /. ecpfa with chronic health conditions, 
disabilities and mental illnesses, adequate health care coverage is critical, Having 
adequate medical coverage can mean a world of difference far individuals who need 
medication that is also costly. Without adequate health coverage, former welfare
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recipients, pBrticuIarly those with poor health, chronic medical conditions and 
disabilities, may be forced to return to welfare in order to meet their medical needs. 
Concern for health care benefits prompt many welfare recipients to continue receiving 

public assistance and acta as a disincentive to seeking employment.

Many families who are on. public assistance will be working within the next three years. 
Transitioning from welfare to work is often difficult within itself. Having insurance 
coverage for health care is a must for these families in order to make this transition 
successful. Healtli insurance is viewed by :;;d .-tiff is one of the most
important beuofits to working - but generally covers only the employee. Adding family 
members is a prohibitive expense.

Many families who exit welfare for work will not obtain jobs that offer Bmployer- 
sponsored health insurance as a benefit. If private and affordable health coverage were 

extended to more families on public assistance, many more families would currently be 

employed.

Please consider exploring other options like a co-payment plan, minimal monthly fee, or 
sliding scale to help individuals pay for this affordable health plan rather than omitting it 
altogether. I would really encourage you to listen to the thousands of children that have 
been privileged to use this coverage and tbeir parents who have had no other options for 
health coverage. Help us continue on the road to success. Help us educate doctors and 
other health providers about the importance of this health plan for children, and pregnant 

women. There is Indeed a gap in rendering affordable health insurant. With DKC, that 
gap has narrowed. Let's look for additional ways to bridge or close this gcp like 
exploring medical coverage for single individuals who do not have or cannoi 'ffford 
health care.

Thank you for your time I
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H o u s e  c o m m  1 r-re o H  h & 4 i . t h x 
GVJefijtcH soci/u s e W i c e < >

PJeftsc enter into the record my testimony to the_______.________  —  „  -
I I  a  o  y  ^  Commlneo N«me

tipZfc O  Dated Z - g ' - Q O ____Cotnmlitea o i l.. 
Subject: HB 200 Dill/Subject

My dear elected Representative*.
-s

I am a Mental Health & Substance Abuse professional on the front lines In 

Interior villages. I get the calls when teens art suicidal, and ovary 

one* In awhile one of them pulls it off, ripping the fabric of a village 

apart, sending ripples pf depression and despair through several 

Villages, resulting directly In more substance abuse and other forms of 

abuse and neglect. This year I became aware of Denali KldCare and how to 

gel a kid In a IKe-threetening crisis on It Immediately and Into 

quality, safe treatment. In Allakaket, this resulted In getting a kid the 

whole village was sura was going to sulcldo. Into treatment and today 

that kid Is doing well In aftercare and In the custody of famHy. In 

studies of the cost-effoctivenese of quality psychiatric and substance 

abuse cam, it has been shown that this treatment saves every bit as much 

money as quality med/»urg care, preventing costlier probleme later. This 

has resulted In the rise of the Parity movement Quite possibly saving 

that kid’s Ufa hast.,.. plenty enough to Allekakst, Alalna, Hughes 

and Huslla. W h y  is It Important to be the only state without a State 

Child Insurance Program, a program that brings needed federal money to 

Alaska? Most Jobe In the nine (9) villages I visit have no Insurance 

benefits. Do we want to reinforce working or welfare? 1 sea Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome everywhere I go in the Interior; do we want to prevent the 

pregnant women, some of whom are FAS themselves, that moit need health 

and Dual-Diagnosis substance abuse cere In order to to prevent this 

uncurablo disaster, from the chanca to gel that care? I urge you to 

continue this ray uf hope Thenk you.

Dennis E. Hoina M S W . 1 C S W  

Tanana Chiefs Conference 

Yukon Tanana Counseling Services 

Program Dfrector/Cilntefen

SIGNED; // '■jm.
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] a m  writing in response to HB260. I am a full-time working single parent with two 
wonderful children ages 6 and 9. While T am lucky enough to have employment with 
health core coverage for m y  children, and myself being the soleprovider (or m y  children 
is financially difficult. I agree that the absent parent should help provide for m y  children 
and I do have a case on file with C.S.E.D. - but they have not been able to collect child 
support since December 1998. In November of 1999,1 took m y  youngest daughter in (he 

clinic, at that time they stated she just had a virus and I did not have Denali Kid Care.
M y  primary insurance did not cover the visit stating it was a well child visit. One week 
later, I look her back and another Physician diagnosed her with Pneumonia, in 
conclusion of 2 office visits. 3 x-rays, blood-work, rental of a Nebulizer Machine and 
medication. M y  medical bills for December where over $800.00. I applied for Denali 
Kid Care and was approved in December. Had 1 not been fortunate enough to have this 
program available to m y  children, I honestly can say I may not have been able to take m y  
daughter in for the recommended follow up care. 20% co-pay may not seem that much 
but when it’s the difference between paying a medical bill or having groceries it can seem 
veiy large. Please do not limit this program to Medicaid precipitants only, the working 

class is very dependent on it to ensure our children grow up safe, healthy and

happy

Sincerely,

Mdissa Ackels 
47'53 Princeton Drive 
Fairbanks, Ak 99709



M A R S H A L L  T R A D I T I O N A L  C O U N C I L  
R O B E R T A  A. F1TKA, ICVVA 

P.O. V O X  110 
M A R S H A L L ,  A L A S K A  99585

P H O N E  1-907-679-6302/FAX 1-907-679-6187

February 8, 2000

RE: DENALI K ID  CARE

Dear Sir or Madam,

Health care insurance coverage is vital to the well being of Alaska's 
children. If HB 260 passed, Alaska would be the only state or territory in the 
country without a state-sponsored child insurance program. Why would the 
legislators let this happen?

Denali Kid Care coverage for our children is cost effective and 
eliminating the program would result in a huge loss of federal funds for health 
care. Denali helps working families who work in jobs with no benefits to 
provide health care for their children. Denali Kid Care also helps families 
who are moving off welfare because they can still provide for their children's 
health care needs. Coverage for pregnant women is important to ensure a 
health start for Alaskan Children.

Our children are important and so is their health and well being, so why 
pass this 1113 260?

c : ______i..

Roberta A. I'itka, 
ICWA Worker

cc: Rep. Dyson Rep, Coghil Rep. Green
Rep. Morgan Rep. Whitaker Rep. Brice
Rep. Kemplen Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator Gcorgianna Lincoln
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Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the  H o u s e  H e s s ------
Comrnlitcc Name

C o m m i t t e e  o n  D e n a l i  K i d  C are_
Dill/Subject

Dated

O n  b e h a l f  of u..J of A n a k t u v u k  w e  o p p o s e  B i l l  260. D e n a l i
K i d  C a r e  is v e r y  h e l p f u l .  E l i m i n a t i n g  th i s  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  be a 
d e t r i m e n t  to o ur p e o p l e .  T h a n k  y ou f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  o u r  t e s t i m o n y .
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A l a s k a  N a t i v e  T r i b a l  H e a l t h  C o n s o r t iu m

Office of the President

January 24,2000

4141 Ambassador Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
Telephone: 907-729-1900 
Facsimile: 907-729-1901

Honorable Fred Dyson, Chairman
House Health Education and Social Services Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Re: Opposition to HB260

Dear Representative Dyson,

The Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium is a statewide non-profit Alaska Native 
health services organization based in Anchorage. W e  are owned by Ada ska Native tribes 
and tribal health organizations fioin around Alaska, and manage the Alaska Native 
Medical Center along with a range o. community health service programs.

W e  are writing to express our opposition to H B  260, which would callously eliminate 
access to essential health care services for approximately 30 percent of Alaska Native 
children. The bill proposes to lower eligibility from 200 percent of poverty to 100 
percent of poverty. The federal government funds Medicaid health coverage for the 
Alaska Native population. C.H.I.P. (Children’s Health Insurance Program) provides 
access to health care coverage to children of families that are employed but unable to 
afford insurance. According to the Alaska Department of Labor, Alaska Native children 
(0-19 years of age) make up 45 percent of the total Alaska Native population.

Based on data from the Indian Health Service, Alaska Native health status is one of the 
worst in the United States. The Alaska Native sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) rate 
is 2.5 times (306.6) the U.S. All Races (120.3) rate. The postneonatal mortality rate for 
Alaska Natives (6.9) is twice as high as for the U.S. All Races (3.1).

The ability of the Alaska health care system to adequately treat this at-risk population 
relies on Medicaid funding. The Indian Health Service funding we utilize can only meet a 
portion of the health care needs of the Native community. The Denali KidCare Program 
offers a financially responsible avenue to address our health conditions and improve 
health status. Please consider the extremely adverse consequences to our at-risk children 
should this bill become Jaw. We must speak for them; they are our future.

Sincerely,

Paul Sherry 
President and C E O



Denali KidCare is a program that went into effect March 1, 1999 to provide 
health care insurance primarily to uninsured children in working and non- 
working families and to pregnant women. Funded mainly with federal 
dollars, this program expanded Medicaid income levels to assure that more 
Alaskan children receive a healthy start in life.
Denali KidCare takes advantage of enhanced federal funding under the 
State Child Health Insurance Program (S-CHIP) adopted by Congress in 
1997 to provide health care insurance for uninsured children in America. 
Over 10.5 million children are uninsured in this country, and the number is 
increasing as employer coverage of dependents becomes less common.
HB 260, if adop ted by th e  Legislature, will elim inate the Denali 
KidCare program .

Alaska would be th e  only s ta te  or territory w ithout a S ta te Child 
Health Insu rance Program .

WHY COVER HEALTH INSURANCE FOR CHILDREN?
■ Health care instance coverage for children is cheap - $472 per year, 

per child in state funds.» With Denali KidCare, 72 cents of every dollar spent is federal funds; only 
28 cents comes from state general funds.

■ Services for children enrolled in Denali KidCare who also are eligible for 
Tribal or Indian Health Service are paid for with 100% federal funds.

■ Health care insurance is vital to the wellbeing of Alaska’s children.
■ Children with health care coverage are more likely to receive well- 

baby/well-child care, adequate immunizations, and have health care 
problems discovered early.

■ Denali KidCare helps working families who work in jobs with no benefits 
to provide health care for their children.

• The state used part of the $30 million savings from the Medicaid federal 
match rate change to expand coverage for children and pregnant 
women.

■ Program elimination will result in a huge loss of federal funds for health 
care.

WHY COVER HEALTH INSURANCE FOR PREGNANT WOMEN?
• Prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care expenditure.
■ Prenatal care ensures the best birth outcome for the baby.
■ Prenatal care is the best method of assuring a healthy start for Alaskan 

children.



I. H e l p i n g  t h e  w o r k i n g  p o o r —

D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  o f f e r s  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  

c h i l d r e n  in f a m i l i e s  t h a t  m a k e  t o o  m u c h  t o  b e  o n  

M e d i c a i d — b u t  n o t  e n o u g h  t o  b u y  h e a l t h  

i n s u r a n c e

1. It is a  p r o g r a m  for t h e  l o w - i n c o m e  “w o r k i n g  p o o r ”— a n d  

m e e t s  t h e  b a s i c  n e e d  for A l a s k a  p a r e n t s  to b e  a b l e  to 

p r o v i d e  h e a l t h  c a r e  for their children w h i l e  w o r k i n g  at a  

l o w  p a y i n g  j o b  with n o  benefits.

2. D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o v i d e s  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  for 

children a n d  t e e n s  t h r o u g h  a g e  1 8  a n d  for p r e g n a n t  

w o m e n .

3. T o  b e  eligible, t h e  f a m i l y  m u s t  m e e t  i n c o m e  a n d  o t h e r  

eligibility guidelines.

4. It is primarily for individuals w i t h o u t  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  

w h o s e  i n c o m e  is 2 0 0 %  o r  b e l o w  t h e  F e d e r a l  P o v e r t y  

L e v e l  ( F P L )  G u i d e l i n e s .

5. If t h e  family i n c o m e  is quite low, 1 5 0 %  F e d e r a l  P o v e r t y  

L e v e l  or b e l o w ,  c h i l d r e n  with o t h e r  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  m a y  

b e  eligible.

6. Children, t e e n s  a n d  p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  c o v e r e d  b y  I n d i a n  

H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  m a y  a l s o  b e  eligible if t h e y  m e e t  i n c o m e  

a n d  o t h e r  eligibility guidelines.
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II. C h a n g i n g  A l a s k a  e c o n o m y —

M o r e  retail, l o w  p a y i n g  j o b s — a  W a l m a r t  i n s tead of a n  

A R C O  e c o n o m y —  m e a n s  m o r e  p a r e n t s  a r e  u n a b l e  to 

p r o v i d e  health i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  for their children.

1. “According to data published by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Alaska is the only state with real (inflation- 
adjusted) Gross State Product (GSP) lower in 1997 than it 
was in 1982.”

2. “Alaska has gone from having the highest per capita 
personal income in the country to a position below the 
national average.”

3. At the current rate of decline, Alaska’s per capita personal 
income will fall into the lowest 25 percent within 10 years.”

4. “Declining real GSP in the face of rising population and 
labor force means that Alaska has endured a sustained 
15 year period of net aggregate disinvestment.”

5. “Real wages and real household income have continued 
to fall.”

(Quoted from the Anchorage Daily News, “Economic downturn 
threatens Alaska,, by David Reaume, October 24,1999.)



III. A s s i s t i n g  f a m i l i e s  g o i n g  f r o m  w e l f a r e  t o  w o r k —

D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  m a k e s  it p o s s i b l e  f o r  f a m i l i e s  t o  

g e t  o f f  w e l f a r e  b e c a u s e  w i t h  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e ,  t h e y  

c a n  still p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ’s  h e a l t h  c a r e  

n e e d s .

1 . State welfare rolls are down to the lowest level In almost a
decade. (Juneau Empire, November 24.1999)

• In April 1994, there were 13,161 Alaskans on temporary assistance 
cash payments. As of October 1999, that number was down to

7,718 and more than half of these people are working part- 
time or training for work.

• From July 1997 to July 1999, more than 4000 Alaska families left 
welfare for jobs, dropping the welfare caseload to its lowest level 
since 1991.

• Of the roughly 7,700 Alaskans currently receiving temporary 
assistance, more than half are working part-time jobs or 
participating in job training or education programs.

• In cash payments alone, the state is projected to have spent some 
$47 million less from 1997 through 2000.”

• Declining welfare rolls have allowed the state to replace state 
funding for some programs with federal money.

2. “In the past three years, we have moved thousands from 
welfare to meaningful jobs, cut the welfare caseload by a third, 
and saved the state millions of dollars in the process.” (Governor
Knowles, press release daled November 24. 1999.)

3. Welfare reform in Alaska is working successfully to keep 
people off welfare and cash assistance.

4. Keeping people off welfare takes money to support services 
needed by working families— such as health insurance for their 
children.

(Quoted from the Juneau Empire, "W elfare  ro lls  d rop  by third, by Svend Holst,
November 24, 1999 and related press release from governor Knowles.0)
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Post-it0 Fax Note 7671
To //cuve u i o

CojOopi. CO.

Phone » Phono 3 5 -  7"S'? S

™  4 L S -  4 S B 7 .
Fa x»

F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  2 0 0 0

R E: HB 2 6 0  (Denali K id  Care)

D e a r  R e p .  C o g h i l l  a n d  o t h e r  H E S S  H o u s e  M e m b e r s :

I  j u s t  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  H o u s e  B i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  d e c r e a s e / e l i m i n a t e  t h e  D e n a l i  
K i d  C a r e  P r o g r a m .  I  f e l t  t h a t  I  h a d  t o  s p e a k  o u t  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .

I  a m  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  tw o  l i t t l e  g i r l s .  I a m  a l s o  t h e  g u a r d i a n  f o r  m y  tw o  
n e p h e w s  d u e  t o  m y  s i s t e r ’s  d r u g  d e p e n d e n c e .  I  h a v e  p r i v a t e  i n s u r a n c e  
f o r  m y  d a u g h t e r s ,  b u t  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  i n s u r e  m y  n e p h e w s .  I a m  t r y i n g  
t o  p r o v i d e  a  s t a b l e ,  s a f e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  m y  n e p h e w s  t o  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  
a f t e r  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h .  I f  t h e  D e n a l i  K id  C a r e  P r o g r a m  
i s  e l i m i n a t e d  1 d o n ’t  t h i n k  I  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  k e e p  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  
e n v i r o n m e n t .  I s n ’t  i t  c h e a p e r  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  D e n a l i  r a t h e r  t h a n  
p a y i n g  f o r  t h e m  t o  b e  i n  f o s t e r  c a r e ?  F o s t e r  c a r e  w o u l d  b e  $ 8 0 0  p e r  
m o n t h ,  a n d  h o w  m u c h  i s  s p e n t  o n  D e n a l i ?  T h i s  e l i m i n a t i o n  d o c s  n o t  
m a k e  a n y  s e n s e  t o  m e ,  i f  i t  i s  f u n d e d  b y  f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  I d o n ’t  
u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  y o u  c a n  e v e n  t h i n k  a b o u t  c u t t i n g  i t .  D o  y o u  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h a t  w e  v o t e  f o r  a n d  p u t  i n  o f f i c e  n o t  e v e n  c a r e  a b o u t  o u r  
c h i l d r e n ?  A f t e r  a l l ,  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o u r  f u t u r e .

I b e g  y o u  t o  p l e a s e  r e t h i n k  y o u r  i d e a  a b o u t  c u t t i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n ’s  D e n a l i  
c o v e r a g e .  T h i s  w o u l d  t r u l y  b e  a n  i n j u s t i c e  t o  A l a s k a ’s  b e s t  r e s o u r c e ,  o u r  
c h i l d r e n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L a r a  K . S i n n  
P .O .  B o x  3 5 0 5  
H o m e r ,  A K . 9 9 6 0 3 - 3 5 0 5  
E - M a i l :  E d q w a t e r@ x y 7 .n e t

S v v ,  r r 1 ’

mailto:Edqwater@xy7.net
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Marilyn Walsh Kasmar 
2608 Nathaniel Court 
Anchorage. A K  99517

(907)248-2714

Senate District G, House District 13 

Denali KidCare- The Right Thing To Do

Should government be involved in the provision of health care to children? This is the 
question posed by Rep, John Coghill as he puts Alaska’s children’s health insurance 
program on the block in an effort to open the debate about “how far we want to go with 
socialized medicine.” There arc good arguments on both sides- they deal with personal 
philosophics_about health care;~^?lher~bfiTbt hcalflfcare is a righTor a privilege; ancl 
philpsoplues about personal responsibilities. B ut in the end, for vulnerable children, the 
answeris yes- government should be involved in ensuring the provision of health care.

Why?. Sivpplyjput, it takes a village jo raise a child. In progressive, civilized societies. . . Z?,  ̂ fofc. 
the strong protect and care forTheTF vulnerable younc. IimiTImperfect state" a lot of kids ^  
and families need a helping hand. Alaska’s kids are our greatest resource- ready to be 
sn'oomcdTby their parents, teachers and leaders for produ ctive lives. This Is difficult to do 
if they have unmet health care needs; if their teeth are rotten, hurting and unrepaired: or 
ilTlicy^fe'mchtattvitirBudaeis must'not be balanced on the backs of thcse~chilriren. and 
it is shortsighted td think that dome so will pay off in the luture. Uiave lived in Alaska 
all otmy life, and I plan to be here for the rest of it-1 want the kidsaroundlne lo~5e 
strong, healthy, and in good shape to be stewards of the slate in the future.

rw‘l

Bcsides_bcing t)ie civilized, right thing to do, keeping kids healthy makes fiscal sense.
Consider the following sTatisticjTTor children without health insurance:

'1 hey are 6 times more likely to go without needed medical care (putting their health at 
risk); 5 times more likely to use the emergency room as their source of care (thus using 
the most expensive mode when they do finally get care); and 4 times more likely to have 
urgent care delayed (resulting in an escalation of the acuity of the health problem, making 
them much more expensive to care for when they do present for care.)

Children 5 and under without health insurance are 3 times more likely not to receive 
well-child preventive visits, and arc 2 times more likely not to be up to date on 
immunizations.. Women who receive late or no prenatal care are twice as likely to have 
low-birthweight babies- and babies in a Newborn Intensive Care Unit can cost thousands 
of dollars a day. In fact, low-birtlnvcight babies account for 10% of all health care costs 
for children.

Insurance for kids has other impacts. There was SI 77 million of uncompensated medical 
care provided to Alaskans in a recent year. These costs are shifted to the insured in the



price paid for health care premiums, and thus is part of those doubJe-digit increases in 
health insurance premiums that we have seen in the past decade.

One positive by-product of children’s health insurance is that when it is provided, the 
incidence of child abuse and domestic violence in families decreases dramatically- thus 
saving great amounts of money in the health and judiciary systems, Preventive health 
care has also been shown to radically decrease emergency room use, at great savings to 
the health care system and to Joe and Josephine Consumer when these saved costs are not 
shifted to them.

Yes, it is civilized, light and fiscally smart to provide health insurance to children.

Representative Coghiil asks llic question “why, in a state where unemployment is 4.7%, 
are we providing medical assistance to 105,000 Alaskans?” His question assumes that 
every working Alaskan has enough money to pay for health care out of pocket or has 
access to health insurance. This is not the case- many Alaskans work for small 
employers who do not provide health care coverage to employees; others work in several 
jobs and have inconsistent coverage, if at all. And, because of the spiraling cost of health 
care, very few people cannot afford to fund even a small portion out of pocket. Low 
unemployment does not equal access to health cave.

That said, costs must be addressed. And, Denali KidCare insurance is cheap to provide. 
Congress passed the Child Health Insurance Program (CHIP) in the fall of 1997, sending 
$40 billion over the next 10 years to states to fund expanding child health programs. 
Alaska did, through Medicaid, as there are currently no private insurance products 
specifically for children in Alaska. Doing so costs us approximately $47 per child per 
month, and is matched by $ 159 in federal dollars. Covering the uninsured Alaskan 
children living in families earning less than 200% of the federal poverty level ($33,000/yr 
for a family of 3) is costing the State of Alaska 28 cents on the dollar.

Denali KidCare is an economic engine. Every $1 million spent on health care in Alaska 
generates approximately 23 jobs and adds $740,000 to Alaska’s payrolls.

There arc many good reasons to keep this program, and no good reasons to gel rid of it- 
using it as a vehicle to open a debate is not acceptable. If this program is eliminated, 
Alaska will be the only state or territory in the country without a Child Health Insurance 
Program. It is an embarrassment to think that we arc so little about our kids that this has 
even been considered.

In the end, providing health insurance is nil important and effective investment in our 
children In this case, it’s cheap too- Alaska pays for 28% of the program- the feds pay 
the rest. W e  can pay a little now, or pay a lot later. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to 
figure this one out.
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M y  name is Ssndie Gilbert, Patient Access Manager and Denali Kid Care Coordinator for 
SouthEast Alaska Regional Health Consortium.

I am submitting my testimony against HB  260.

When Denali Kid Care began in March 1999, SEARHC expanded upon the State’s 
efforts in enrollment. W e  saw an opportunity for native children and pregnant women 
who fit in this expanded health insurance program to remove any financial barrL-rs from 
accessing a health care delivery system; especially in hard to reach or rural areas.

SEARHC has quickly completed a comparative analysis of Medicaid patients seen at our 
M l Edgecombe Hospital facility. W e  compared March through September 1998 data to 
similar months in 1999. Pediatric ambulatory visits rose from 393 in 1998 to 2^23 visits 
m 1999.

The impact was tremendous. Denali Kid Care offers services that SEARHC does not 
provide. For example, D K C  offers travel &  lodging for patients who need to be seen by a 
specialist, dentist, hearing exams, Outpatient Mental Health counseling. It allows 
pregnant women to come from the villages to the hospital more frequently for prenatal 
care and counseling to insure a healthy child. It gives women the option to be seen at a 
hospital where more services are provided than at a village health clinic. Denali Kid Care 
provides coverage for a new mother up to six weeks after birth in case of complications 
or request for sterilization. This means for those non native women carrying a native 
child; aftercare is not an issue. And these newborns con be covered from birth: well 
baby checks, school physicals, immunizations until he/she reaches the age of 19.

SEARHC beneficiaries enrolled under this program costs the State of Alaska NOTHING! 
The Federal government matches this funding at the 100% rate for additional Native 
people covered by Denali Kid Care and served at tribal facilities. As you are aware, one 
of the benefits for the State to develop its CHIP program was the federal match money 
and is at very little cost to the State's budget

SEARHC uses these medicaid fluids to help supplement our Indian Health Service 
compact funds to expand and improve our current health care services. W c  are not folly 
funded by the Indian Health Service for our health care delivery system.

W e  are shocked and surprised of the about-face by legislators for recommending change 
to such a vital program for our children! It makes good fiscal sense to continue Denali 
Kid Care and to ensure healthy Alaskan children and pregnant women.
Thank you for your time to allow me to express our concerns.

m

9 C O -  96><r £ j  %
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M y  name is Mary Anaruk, and I am Vice-President for Community Services at the 
Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation here in Bethel. The programs I have 
responsibility for are by and large all the village based programs here in our region such 
as the Health Aide program, Substance Abuse Counselors, Home Care Workers, and 
several other positions.

A  few years ago we began to focus on a Well-Child program because access to health 
care is a major problem for most of our village residents. Our Health Aides receive 
special training which enable them to do all the examinations and immunizations needed 
for children. One of our problems has always been enrollment, and getting pregnant 
women to enroll in Medicaid in order to receive appropriate care. Admittedly many of 
our village residents qualify for Medicaid but there also is many residents who have low 
paying jobs with their respective village corporations, school districts or councils who do 
not qualify for medicaid and this program has facilitated increased enrollment. The other 
very positive aspect has been the outreach benefit we’ve derived from this program. W e  
have seen an increase enrollment under DenaliKid Care of between 4 to 5 %  over the past 
year.

One of our more serious concerns in our region is the lack of adequate pre-natal care. I 
think we can all agree that Prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care 
expenditure, ensures the best birth outcome for the baby, and is the best method of 
assuring a healthy start for the newborn. This has certainly been the trend here with many 
of the increased enrollees being our pregnaht women.

i
W e  here in the Y K  region have long wanted to bring Health Care to as close to where the 
people live and DenaliKid Care along withiour Health Aides being trained for Well-child 
care has helped to reach more children and provide the preventative carc that is needed 
.From my understanding of data. Health Care insurance coverage for children is cheap. If 
this is adopted by the legislature it is also my understanding that Alaska would be the 
only state or territory without a state Child Health Insurance program.

Considering all the well known high statistics around Domestic Violence, Suicides, Child 
Abuse, and then Substance Abuse in our region compared to the entire state ,and the 
nation to decrease any program reaching out to our children seems totally inappropriate. 
Cost savings appear minimal and why would we even consider sacrificing our children 
for the almighty dollar is beyond me. J
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M y  name is Christine Bragg, and I live in Bethel.

I

I would like to address the issue of access and affordability of health insurance as it relates 
to Denali KidKare.

As you know, access to health insurance is primarily through employment. In this 
region, employed families often earn between $2P fK)0 and $30,000 per year. A  "good" 
job may cany a salary of $40,000 per year.

The trend in this region for those employers who do offer health insurance has been to 
increase the cost to employees, either through the institution of premiums or increasing 
the cost of health insurance premiums, ro Eliminate or nor offer dependent coverage, or 

to eliminate health insurance as an employee benefit altogether. Employees who no 
longer have access to employer health insurance report that insurance is cither not 
available for purchase or available only at prohibitive premiums (for example, $500 per 
month for a single individual). These people arc therefore without insurance.

A  family of four earning from $30,000 to $40,000 per year qualifies for Denali KidKare. 
Such a family may look at C O B R A  premiums of $500 per month or more. After the 
C O B R A  time period, higher rates apply. Such a family. with. siierr-im!*' oo.olKi ucr
year or more for health insurance, will most likely opt for more immediate necessity.' 
such as food and clothing. •

Larger families cr families earning less would nor even be able to consider purchasing 
health insurance.

The Denali KidKare program was created jto meet the needs of uninsured children and 
pregnant women with family incomes too great for rr.~d:r.cn?.i Medicaid and roc ic*v ro

« «. ' _  *   ______________________f .  .  .  J . < i T » * . * V  -  .
u u L d i i i  i i i S U w m i A *  w i  p a y  n i l  i i c a i l i l  U i t t  i m e u  « < v  i n  u n y t y  $  c i . u i ' A H O V -  I . U K  u c t t t t l  M i n  r . x i M > ,

and we in this region urge that the Denali.KadKare income requirements remain 
unchanged.

Testimony to flouse Bill 260

i
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Hess Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99301-1182

Re: Houso Bill 297

Dear Committee Me;..' *.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. Io respect of your busy schedule I will be brief

Your sponsorship of JIB 297 i9 greatly appreciated. Successful passage of this legislation will bring to 
Alaskan's what is very badly needed. It will bring choices in the health care environment. Currently there 
are significant limitations in the availability of certain procedures and veuues for those procedures in 
Alaska. These limitations are compounded by the inability for private enterprise Ur build and supply 
communities with badly needed facilities. The current level that requires Certificate of Need processes is 
artificially low. SI,000,000 in today’s economy cannot build and equip even the most modest of medical 
facilities. A more realistic limit of expenditure of $7,000,000 will better allow the construction of n quality 
facility in today's economy and encourage private enterprise to bring to oor citizens the choices Uutt we 
currently do oot have.

The passage of this bill brings other benefits to the Alaska. Passage of HB 297 will reduce the 
monopolistic tendencies of established facilities (eg. Fairbanks Memorial Hospital) and allow for 
competition that will lower tire cost of delivery to our citizens, Passage of HB 297 will foster local 
ownership of health care facilities and keep dollars in the community. Tire bill, If passed, will reduce the 
cost of the CON process fo the Stale and Its citizens. This bill has an added effect of lowering the cost of 
delivering health care to those user groups funded by State dollars (State employees and families,
Medicaid, etc.).

The current limit of $1,000,000, if maintained, wili stifle free enterprise, limit the availability of access to 
health care, encourage only large monopolistic entities to delivery needed care, and cost the State large 
dollars to continue t** <7™ "roccss. This severely limits the choices that are badly needed. Health care 
is perhaps the most personal and important issue in our society, We must have choices. Maintaining the 
current level of51,000,000 also encourages those who desire to begin a practice of medical care delivery to 
cut cornets and offer lets than their expertise may allow because (ho cost of specialized equipment comes 
an expense that may exceed the current level. This is not what we as citizens of Alaska deserve. We 
detcrvc the same level qf choice in our health care as those who live in ihft low-cr 48 states. Wc now have 
an opportunity to achieve these choices if HB 297 comes to passage.

The argument that passage of this till will injure the ability of our local hospital to care for our community 
is nn empty argument. Gur local hospital enjoys a monopoly on many services and creating potential 
competition will only serve to improve the delivery of those services and lower the cost through imptoved 
efficiency. Please do not be swayed by those who support monopoly.

Again, thank y o u  for your sponsorship of HB 297. Please let me know if there are any efforts that I can 
make to assist in its passage. And thank you for your time.

Respectfully,

" N

February 13,2000

Michael KTBtyan—  
378 Shannon Drive i 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 ;



09:21 9074654410 ADVISORY BOARD ADA PAGE 01/01

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES

ADVISORY BOARD ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE

P .O . B O X  110608  
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-OBOB
PH O N E : (9 07 )45 5 -88 20
FAX: (9 07 )46 5 -44 10
TOLL FREE: 1 -60 0 -4208920

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

February 14, 2000

Representative Fred Dyson, ChairHouse Health, Education and Social Services CommitteeAlaska State LegislatureAlaska Capitol Building Room 104Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Representative Dyson, Chair and Committee Members:

On behalf of the Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, I am stating the Board’s opposition to HB 260, which would roll back program eligibility to 100% of Federal Poverty Guidelines, and essentially eliminate the Denali Kid Care Program.
The early stages of recovery from alcohol and drug addiction are a time of stress and high risk for relapse. Parenting and single parenting are challenging endeavors under any circumstances. Single parents or pregnant women in early recovery who now qualify for this program would be without healthcare for themselves and their children. This places an added burden and stress on these individuals who are trying to become productive, healthy citizens of this state, thus jeopardizing their recovery.
The loss of healthcare services for this population negatively impacts everyone if working families cannot afford healthcare. A program such as Denali Kid Care helps families continue working and providing for their children. Coverage for pregnant women serves as a preventative tool in the effort to eliminate Fetal Alcohol Syndrome and other alcohol related neurological disorders.
The Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse urges you to oppose this legislation.
Sincerely,

Pamela L. Watts Executive Director

^  p/mtc-don recycled oaoer by C.ll
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A l a s k a

Program N a m e  
Denali KidCare

C o n  f a c t In f o r m a t i o n  
Deborah Sm ith  

S C Il l P  Coordinator 

Department o f Health a nd Social 

Services 

P .O .  Box 110601 

Juneau, A K  9 9 8 1 1 -0 6 0 1  

(907) 4 6 5 -1 6 9 6

H C F A  Su b m i s s i o n d a t e

Plan: August 31. 1998

H C F A  A p p r o v a l  D a t e

Plan: D e c e m b e r  11, 1998

E n a b l i n g L egi s l a t i o n 
A K  H  3 6 9  (July 1, 1998)

Pr o g r a m  St a r t  D a t e 
March 1, 1999

T y p e o f  Pr o g r a m

Denali KidCare is a Medicaid expansion.

E ligibility L e v e l s

• Children from birth through age 18 with 
family incomes at or below 200% of the 
FPL are eligible.

• Insured children with family incomes up to 
150% of the FPL are eligible for Medicaid 
under Title XIX if third-party coverage is 
the only factor preventing them from 
qualifying for Title XXI coverage.

B enefits

Denali KidCare offers the same benefits as 
Medicaid.

Se r v i c e D e l i v e r y

Denali KidCare uses the same service 
delivery system as Medicaid.

T a r g e t e d  N u m b e r  o f  E n r o l l e e s

Alaska targeted 11,600 new enrollees, half 
of whom would have been eligible under former 
income guidelines and half of whom are in the 
expansion group.

So u r c e  o f  St a t e  M a t c h

The match comes from the state's general 
fund.

C o s t -Sh a r i n g
Alaska has no cost-sharing provisions under 

Medicaid.

C r o w d  O u t

Children arc prohibited from participating in 
the program for 12 months if their family 
incomes exceed 150% of the FPL and if they 
dropped insurance coverage without good cause.

E v a l u a t i o n  a n d  Pe r f o r m a n c e  M e a s u r e s

• The Alaska Department of Health and Social 
Services staff will develop any reports 
required by HCFA.

• If outside services arc required to complete 
these reports, the department will obtain 
professional services through the state's 
competitive procurement process.

• The state's performance measures and goals 
will include:

Reducing the number of uninsured 
children in Alaska by providing health 
care coverage through the expanded 
Medicaid child health insurance 
program.
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the documentation to stop cost-sharing and 
reclaim any overpaid copayments or 
premiums.

C R O W D  OUT
• Crowd out provisions apply to phases I and 

II.
• ALL Kids requires a premium contribution 

for children with family incomes greater 
than 150% of the FPL, which is the group 
most likely to have access to employer 
coverage. This contribution is a disincentive 
to drop employer-based coverage.

• The state is developing the AL Health Care 
Information Network, which will operate a 
master patient index of current private 
coverage of Alabama citizens.

• It is anticipated that Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
will participate in the network, which pro­
vides 85% of the private coverage in the 
state. A L L  Kids then should have a high 
success rate in identifying children with 
private health care coverage.

• ALL Kids requires a three-month waiting 
period to enroll foi d ose who voluntarily 
drop private insurance coverage.

E v a l u a t i o n  a n d  P e r f o r m a n c e  M e a s u r e s

• For phase I, infrastructure is measured in 
terms of data system capacity, assurance that 
no more than 900 cases are handled by each 
eligibility worker, documentation of training 
for all participating staff, and assurance of 
up-to-date information in all publications.

• Outreach is measured through assessment of 
at least 21,000 children becoming eligible 
during one year in Alabama's Title XXI 
program.

• Expansion of insurance coverage is 
measured during one year through 
enrollment of at least 20,000 previously 
uninsured, low-income children in 
Alabama's Title XXI program.

• Assignment of a primary medical provider 
to each child enrolled in phase II of the 
program is documented.

• The effectiveness of care is measured by the 
percentage of 16-year-olrls who receive all 
appropriate immunizations by their 16th 
birthday and by the percentage of 16-year- 
olds who receive health promotion 
counseling and education by their 16th 
birthday.

• Client satisfaction with care is measured by 
the percentage of patients or parents who 
believe that the care is timely and meets 
their quality and accessibility needs.

• Client use of services is measured by th j 
percentage of members ages 14 to 18 
reporting at least one well child visit during 
the reporting period.♦>
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Marketing the Medicaid child health 
insurance program through the number 
of enrollment forms distributed through 
outreach efforts, collaborative efforts 
with families, public information 
campaign media exposure, and 
community entities serving children. 
Enrolling targeted low-income children 
in Medicaid by measuring the number of 
children enrolled in Medic aid in the 
baseline year and compari ig enrollment 
growth in future years,
Improving access for child en enrolling 
in Medicaid.
Delinking Medicaid eligibility 
determination from public assistance 
programs by creating separate units to 
determine Medicaid eligibility.

Simplifying the eligibility process by 
creating a mail-in application that is 
shorter, implementing continuous 
eligibility for children, and eliminating 
the asset test and the face-to-face 
interview.
Delivering EPSDT services to new 
children enrolled in Medicaid at higher 
income levels at the same rate as 
age-comparable groups of other children 
enrolled in Medicaid.
Comparng percentages of newly 
enrolled Medicaid children receiving 
EPSDT screenings to other Medicaid- 
enrolled children by measuring data 
from the EPSDT subset of Medicaid 
management information system 
(MMIS).*
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A m e r i c a n  S a m o a

Pr o g r a m  N a m e  
Sa m o a  C H I P

C o n t a c t  In f o r m a t i o n  
Antere ’a Puletas 

M e d ic a id  Officer 

Department o f  Health 

L D J  Tropical M edica l Center 

Pago Pago, A S  9 6 7 9 9  

(6S4) 6 3 3 -4 0 3 6

H C F A  Submission Date
Plan: January 14, 1999

H C F A  A p p r o v a l  D a t e  
Plan: April 13, 1999

E n a b l i n g L eg i s l a t i o n

Information not provided

Pr o g r a m  St a r t  D a t e 
April 1, 1999

T y p e o e  P r o g r a m

American Samoa’s CHIP is a Medicaid
expansion.

E ligibility L e v e l s

• Children under age 19 are eligible.
• Under American Samoa’s 1902(j) waiver, 

no individual eligibility determinations 
based on income and resources are made. 
Rather, the percentage of the population 
“presumed to be eligible" for the program is 
estimated annually. The presumed eligible 
population is the number of people with 
incomes below 100% of the poverty level, 
minus the estimated number of illegal aliens 
in the territory that year.

B enefits

CHIP provides the same benefits as the 
American Samoa Medicaid program.

Se r v i c e D e l i v e r y

The health care delivery system is the same 
fee-for-service system used in the Medicaid 
program.

T a r g e t e d  N u m b e r  o f  E n r o l l e e s  
T he Medicaid/CHIP presumed eligible 

population for FY 1997 was 33,600 and for FY 
1998 was 33,992.

So u r c e  o f  St a t e  M a t c h

The match is from the territory’s general 
fund.

C o s t -Sh a r i n g
There are no cost-sharing requirements.

C r o w d  Ou r
Because there is no private health insurance 

in American Samoa, crowd out is not an issue.

E v a l u a t i o n  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e  M e a s u r e s

• Develop an informational program to ensure 
that all eligible children are aware of the 
CHIP program’s health benefits by April 
1999.

• Ensure that the program covers all eligible 
children in the first year.

• Assure that the program is carried out in an 
effective and efficient manner.

• Develop a computerized data collection and 
retrieval system for program evaluation and 
annual assessment by April I999.*I»
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