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memorandum

27 January

HESS Committee Members

Michael G, Bricker MS, ICADC, CPC - Program Director
Kristine A. Bricker LCSW, NCAC-I1 - Clinical Director
Kuskokwim Native Association Community Counseling Center
House Bill 260

Honorable Gentlemen:

This memo invites you to question your conscience regarding HB 260. It is my understanding

that the Bill would effectively eliminate the Denali Ki

Care Program. We have not read the Bill,

nor do we presume to be conversant with all its ramifications. But several points invite due

reflection:

Historical experience in other States suggests that this type of supplemental aid is

cost-effective, and the reported cost in Alaska of $472/child/year seems reasonable...
Particularly consideri qe_wFII-documented costs of NOT providing such services.
Preventing a requiring life-long State supports (...considering not

just Federal dollars for SSDI but the costs of Special Education, jngarceration, multi-

generational FAS/FAE etc...) in the hundreds ofthousands}fﬁr(h ay put this in
perspective.

If we are already among the 8 bottom states in our Educational Achievement scores,
and the Legislature has mandafed a controversial Academic Benchmark Test, how do
we suppose HB 260 would our children’s ability to learn? It seems more
likely to achieve the opposite.

Think of a child with a diagnosed learning disability (for example, Attention Deficit
Disorder) who is unable to access the healthcare system for appropriate medication.
If she or he is ineligible for Alaska Native begefits and otherwise uninsured, how can
the school system respond to the child’s E%?i special needs? (By the
way, a month’s supply of Ritalin costs roughly the equivalent of 3 hours wages for a
Special Education Aide...pretty cheap!)

eHow can we take care of the needs of the people of Alaska (our perhags naive

concept of what Legislators and taxpayers are supposed to be doing...) without caring

for ALL of our children?

We understand the need to balance the State budget, hopefully without doing
politically unpopular things (like income tax). But is THIS really the best way to do
It? Itis perhaps cynical to suggest that, since kids don’t vote...oh, but the Legislature

would NEVER think that way. Would you?

HL Menken once said: “For every complex problem, there is a simple answer...and itis
WRONG!™” Please forgive us for having more questions than answers. We appreciate your time

and due consideration.
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Dr. Mark Stauffer called to voice opposition to HB 260. He is a child and adolscent
psychiatrist. He was working in Alaska both before and after Denali Kid Care. Under the
program he sees many kids getting the treatment they need instead of being 'bandaided’
together. Now many get residential or hospitalization treatment that they need. He feels
it will also help the school violence problem. He is an Eagle River resident.
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Oppose MB 260

Subject: Oppose HB 260
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 08:03:31 -0900
From: "Theresa and David Newell" <newell@alaska.net>

To: <Representative_FredJ?yson@legis.state_ak.us>

Dear Representative Dyson:

Denali KidCare assists Alaska's most

My wife and Iwanted to let you know that we are very opposed to HB 260.
Please

vulnerable citizens, and we hope that you will continue to support this important insurance program.

OPPOSE HB 260.

Thank you.

David P. Newell and Theresa L. Newell

7050 Serenity Circle
Anchorage, AK 99502-1848

907-243-9229

Loft 1/26/004:58 PM
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HB 260

Subject

: HIt 260

Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 11:51:54 -0900

From: Kathy Monday <kmonday@lifequest.org>
To: ""representative_Joe Coghill@legis.state.ak.us™" <representative Joe Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>

""representative_Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us"" <Representative Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
""representalive_Joe Green@legis.atate.ak.us"" <representative_Joe Green@legis.atate.ak.us>,

""'representative_CarLMorgan@legis.state.ak.us™ <Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.
""representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us"" <R epresentative_Jim Whitaker@legis.state.al
""representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us"" <R epresentative_Jim Whitaker@legis.state.al
“representative_Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us™" <Representative Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us>,
""representative_Allen_Kemplin@legis.state.ak.us™" <representative_Allen_Kemplin@legis.state

Dear sir:

I would
How can
mother,

like to take this opportunity to voice my opinion on House Bill 260.
one justify the shutting down of this program? I am not a welfare
nor do my husband and | sit around and not work.

We came here six years ago to start our own business. We could not afford
insurance then, and v/ie cannot now. Without Denali Kidcare, our daughter
would lack basic medical care such as dental check ups and even theingrown

toe nail problem she had a month or so ago.

Please reconsider this program. We are hard working people trying to make a
living and provide for our family. However, when an employer does not
provide insurance coverage (both of our employers don't) then we are stuck.
(We are no longer in business for ourselves)

I just had surgery in October for a tumor in myface. Because we made only
$124.00 too much in the month of October of last year, | am supposed to pay
the entire $10,000. bill. I just don't see how anyone is supposed to have
decent health care anymore.

Please vote in favor of KEEPING Denali Kidcare, the health of many children

depend on it.
Thank you for listening to a discouraged mother and employee.
Sincerely,

Kathy Monday
kmonday@ mtaonline.net

1/27/0 9:53 AM
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House Hill 260

Subject: House Bill 260
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 13:46:32 -0900
From: Michael New & Diane Rossmiller <drossmil@ptia]aska.net>
To: Representative_Fred Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us, Representative Joe Green@Ilegis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Allen_Kemplen@legis.state. ak. us,
Represcntative_Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us, Representatlve John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Carl_Morgan@ legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Jim Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Chairman Dyson,

My name is Diane Rossmiller. My husband and | have three children, all
of whom are

participants in the Denali KidCare health insurance program. We
enrolled in the program

in April 1999, when | was pregnant with our third child, so | also

received Denali
KidCare pregnant woman coverage for a brief time.

We have lived in Juneau for five and a half years, and are co-owners of
the Juneau

Veterinary Hospital. My husband is a veterinarian, and | work part-time
at the hospital as
a business office manager. Our business is too small to qualify for

group health
insurance, and we cannot afford to purchase our own individual health

insurance.
Minimal family health insurance coverage with very high deductibles, no

maternity
coverage, no well-baby care, no dental care, no eye care, and only

catastrophic care
costs between $800-$1200 per month. We simply cannot afford this.

Denali KidCare is
our safety net for our children.

We feel the Denali KidCare program is vitally important because it

provides an essential
service to children and expectant mothers in the state of Alaska. As

participants in the
program, we feel very strongly that it would be a mistake to decrease

the income
eligibility for Denali KidCare from 200% to 100% of the federal poverty

level. People

who are at 100% of the poverty level have other programs for which they
are eligible.

The beauty of the Denali KidCare program is that it reaches working
families whose

children are uninsured. We are middle-class, self-employed people who,

like many
others working class families, do not earn enough to purchase our own

health insurance,
do not have access to group health insurance plans though our

workplaces, and yet have
incomes which exceed the eligibility requirements for Medicaid or other

state or federally
funded programs.

When | received pregnant woman coverage, | was able to see my midwife
for regular
prenatal care to insure the well-being of my unborn child. Many studies

have shown the
savings in health care costs which are realized when mothers receive

| of2 1/27/009:56 AM


mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Allen_Kemplen@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Represcntative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us

HB2GO

lof I

Subject: HB260
Date: Thu, 27 Jan 2000 07:25:47 -0900
From: Dianne Register <dregister@lifequest.org>

To: ™"representativeJohn_coghill@legis.state.ak.us™" <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.i
""representative_fred dyson@legis.state.ak.us™" <Representative Fred Dyson @legis.state.ak.us>
""representativeJoe_green@legis.state.ak.us"" <Representative Joe Green@legis.state.ak.us>,
""representative_carl_morgan@legis.state.ak.us"" <Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.i
“representativeJim_whitaker@legis.state.ak.us"" <Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak
""representative_tom brice@legis.state.ak.us™" <Representative Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us>,
"representative_allen kemplin@legis.state.ak.us"" <representative allen kemplin@legis.state.ak

Dear Representatives Coghill, Dyson:Gr. en, Morgan, Whitaker, Brice, and
Kernplin:

I am against HB 260, which would effectively eliminate the Denali KidCare
Program by rolling back program eligibility to 1U0% of the federal povery

guidelines. As a single mom who works full-timeto support my children
(with little help from their father, who is in jail for the sexual abuse of
four of our daughters), | depend on Denali KidCare to provide my children
with medical services and with mental health services. I, like many other
single moms | know, work hard to support my children by myself. The only
other State program | use is Energy Assistance. However, | just cannot
afford the cost of medical <care and the counseling mychildren need. They
would end up going without wvital care should Denali KidCare not be
available. And if I, a single mom with post-secondary education and training

and a reasonably good, full-time job, cannot afford health care for my
children, how much more does the single parent without much education need
this help for her <children, especially if she iscoming off Welfare and

trying to do all she can to support her family.

My children, like all other children, deserve a good start in life. Health
insurance is vital to the wellbeing of all of Alaska's children. I f
children have a healthy start in life, beginning v/ith prenatal care for the
pregnant mother and continuing with medical and mental health care during
childhood, they will not only become better citizens who contribute to our

society in the future, but it is also more cost-effective for the State to
provide preventive care before the problems (medical or mental health)

become larger and more expensive as children move into their teenage and/or
adult years. The cost is only $472 per year, per child, in State funds, as
72 cents of every dollar spent on Denali KidCare is from federal funds.

Eliminating this program would cause Alaska to lose huge amounts of federal
dollars. The State of Alaska cannot afford to lose these federal funds to

promote the health of our children.

Please do not pass HB 260. Alaska's <children deserve better than this.

Dianne Register

951 E. Creekside #2
W asilla, AK 99654
(907) 376-2693 (home)
(907) 352-3204 (work)

1/27/009:49 AM


mailto:dregister@lifequest.org
mailto:Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:epresentative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak
mailto:Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:representative_allen_kemplin@legis.state.ak

House Bill 260

20l2

good prenatal care.
It is certainly in the best interest of the state to continue to provide

pregnant women with

this coverage tc help ensure that they and their babies have safe births
and healthy

beginnings.

We urge you not to amend the income requirements for participation in
Denali KidCare.
This program benefits everyone, not just our own children. Denali

KidCare also gives wus

tremendous peace of mind, knowing that if our children become seriously
ill or injured,

they will have health insurance coverage through this program. Please
do not amend the

Alaskan Statutes and deny us meaningful health insurance for our
children. The money

that is currently spent on insuring Alaskan children is money well

spent.

Thank You,

Diane Rossmiller
8844 N. Douglas Hwy.
Juneau, AK 99901
tel. (907) 463-3761

1/27/09:5%6 AM



Denali KidCnrc

Subject: Denali KiclCare
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 22:46:12 -0900
From: Evangeline Beth Hoffman <pscbh@UAA.ALASKA.EDU>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us,Representative_John Coghill@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative Joe Green@legis.state.ak.us,Representative Carl Morgan@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative _Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us,Repicsentaiive_Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us,
representative_allen_keplin@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Members of HESS:

I hope that you will either reconsider or kill HB260. | believe that
you will do many families a great injustice by eliminating Denali
KidCaie. This health care insurance is vital to the well-being of
Alaska’s children. If this bill passes, Alaska would be the only state
or territory in the country without a State Child Insurance Program.
Denali KidCare coverage for children is cost effective - only $472 . per
year, per child, in state funds. Eliminating the program would result

in a huge loss of federal funds for healthcare-72 cents of every dollar
spent on Denali Kidcare is federal funds. We can spend that much money
on Alaska children rather that the thousands of dollars for corporate
welfare, this would only be fair to our children. Denali KidCare helps
working families, such as mine, who work in jobs with no benefits to

provide health care for their children. Denali KldCare also helps
families who are moving off welfare because they can still provide for
their children's health care needs. This coverage for pregnant women is
also important to ensure a healthy start for Alaska children. PLEASE DO

NOT ELIMINATE HEALTH CARE FOR ALASKA CHILDREN.
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Subject:
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 17:21:16 -0500 (EST)
From: Phyllis Kiehl <pkiehl@ pol.net>
To: Rcpresentative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

As a pediatrician, | am well aware of the positive impact of the
Denali KiaCare program. I strongly urge you notto pass HB 260.

I have parents in my practice who have refrained bothfrom getting
regular well child checks for their children (important for disease
prevention and for good health maintenance), and from seeking care when

the children are ill, because of financial constraints. Many have been
able to come in and get check-ups in the pasL year since Denali KidCare
Insurance became available. Health maintenance visits address healthy

lifestyles, prevention of disease-causing conditions; they provide
behavioral counseling which can not only benefit some children in
fostering emotional healthy growth and self-esteem, but in some cases
prevent the perpetuation of behaviors that may otherwise readily lead
to child abuse, injury both physical and emotional, and the costs of
such behaviors on society (on the part of parents and of the children
who grow up to continue unhealthy interactions).

Despite the absurd commentary published in the Anchorage Daily News by
former Anchorage mayor (and insurance agent) Tom Fink, many families
today just cannot afford to purchase health insurance. And the fact
that almost 1/3 . «y pediatric practice is made up of patients for
whom Medicaid (as Denali Kidcare or the original program) is the
primary payer indicates that those numbers are high.

Please continue to fund, and perhaps increase the funding for, Denali
KidCare. It is an investment that is more than matched by federal
funds, giving us an opportunity to expend little to gain such a great
deal in the health of our future.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Phyllis Kiehl, M.D.

1/26/05:19 I'M


mailto:pkiehl@pol.net
mailto:Rcpresentative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

HB 260

loil

Subject: HB 260
Date: Tue, 25 Jan 2000 12:02:47 -0900
From: "Jeri Lanier" <fcsajeri@mosqukonet.conr>>
To: "Tom Brice" <Representative Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Pete Kelly" <Senator_Pete Kelly@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Mike Miller" <Senator_Mike Miller@legis.state.ak.us>,
"John Davies" <Represcntative_John Davies@legis.state.ak.us>,
"John Coghill" <Representative John Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Jeannette Janies™ <Representative Jeannette James@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Jim Whitaker" cRepresentative_Jim Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Gene Therriault” <Representative_Gene Therriault@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Gary Wilken" <Senator_Gary Wilken@legis.state.ak.us>
CC: "Fred Dyson' <Representative Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senators and Representatives,

I am disappointed to hear that there has been a bill proposed that would
affect Denali Kid Care. HB 260 would significantly reduce the number of
children eligible for health care in Alaska. When we are finally making
great progress in getting families off of welfare and back into productive
lives and jobs, this bill comes along that would effectively reduce the
number of families that could afford to go back to work.

Just 3 years ago, | was a single parent raising 3 kids on a minimum wage
job. | made house payments, kept up with food, utilities and necessities.
There was no extra for any luxuries such as doctors bills. | had 2 special
needs children. 1 made $13.00 a month too much to be eligible for medicaid.
I had the choice of being honest and hardworking and making it on my own,
or showing my kids the easy way out. | could have reduced the number of
hours | worked or lied about a couple of hours a week to receive medicaid.

My daughter's psychiatric needs were such that it would take over 1/2 my
take home pay weekly on a sliding fee scale. So she did without. Sadly she
still needs care, when if she had been able to receive the help she needed
then, she would have been much more likely to be a successful adult.

It is a proven fact that if children can receive the help they need at the
first opportunity, whether medical or mental health, chances are that it
will be much less costly in the long run. Mental Health services are
proving to be the focus of many of the Denali Kid Care dollars, but all
that tells us is that parents can finallyget the help their children need
earlier, when it is more cost effective, or finally getting help at all.
Many providers will not take private insurance because of the short falls
in mental health care parity. The feeson sliding fee scale are definitely
a prohibitive factor for a family thatis barely making it on lower paying

jobs.

Please, consider the ramifications of more expensive, longer term treatment
if people loose what has proven to be a very successful program. Let's not
be short sighted when it come to the health and well being of children.

Thank you
Jeri Lanier

1/27/00 10:15AM
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DO NOT ADOPT HB260

Subject: DO NOT ADOPT 11B260
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 16:17:25 -0800
From: "MD Christenson" <dr.pinky@hotbot.com>
Organization: HotBot Mail (hltp://mail.hotbot.com:8(B
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_John Coghill@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Joe_Green@!egis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us,
Representat!/e_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us,
representative_allen_kemplin@legis.state.ak.us

It is important to maintain the Denali KidCare program.

Normal costs for a hospital birth are high enough, net to mention unexpected
complications, which can result in unforseen medical expenses.

For families without high paying jobs, or health insurance, these costs can be
crippling.

The Denali KidCare program is effective in its 3 to 1 leveraging of Federal funds,
and prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care expenditure.

In all good conscience, how could you cut a successful, effective and needed program?

Michael Christenson
Juneau, Alaska
907.789.2096

HotBot - Search smarter.
http://www.hotbot.com
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Subject: HB 260
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 15:32:59 -0900
From: "Phillips, Tammy" <tphillips@altemativesmentalhlth.org>
To: ""representative Fred dyson@legis.state.ak.us"" <Representative Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us;

I am overwhelmed at the thought of the legislature eliminating the Denali
Kid Care Program that is primarily funded by the Federal Government. The
Child Health Insurance Program was adopted by Congress to provide health
care insurance for uninsured children in America. The other 49 states and
territories have adapted this plan and receive Federal monies to support the

program.

In Alaska the health care insurance coverage for children is only $472per
year/per child in state funds. This is very low in comparison to the
individual insurance coverage offered by most employers. I work for a
non-profit agency and it would cost me $275 each month to cover one child
under my insurance. A McDonald's working parent would not be able to cover
this cost and provide housing and food much less maintaining a vehicle if
that is the case, entertainment, medical expenses, home repair and upkeep.

Please remember as you sit in your legislative sessions that the decisions
you make impact people on a personal basis. A family is eligible for ATAP
for five years during an entire lifetime. I agree that welfare is not meant
to be a lifetime crutch. Denali Kid ."are assists families that are in the
transition from public assistance to the "working world". The experience |

have from listening to families and economic concerns is that familiesare
more willing to go back to work if there are other basic services to assist
in the process. An example is the single female raising young children and

does not receive child support or other assistance from the father. If this

mother is only educated enough to work for minimum wage, what is the
incentive? She will have to pay for child care and medical/dental if she is
off public assistance but her paycheck does not provide her with any
discretionary income for the basic needs of the child. Denali Kid Care
fills this hole in assistance and helps to ensure the children of Alaska are

provided their basic needs.
I urge you to vote in such a way that Denali Kid Care continues to be funded

through the State of Alaska. The Federal government wants this program and
I think it would be detrimental to state funding if the State decided to

cancel this program.

Sincerely,

Tammy Phillips, BSW
Care Coordinator Supervisor
Alternatives Community Mental Health Center

1/26/005:29 PM
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Subject: HB260
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 21:40:36 EST
From: DiveNome@aol.com
To: Representative_Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Representative Dyson:

I want to express my opposition to HB260, which would change the eligibility
guidelines for Denali KidCare. As one who works with and provides an array
of services to low income children, youth and families, I know that it is
very difficult for many Alaskans to provide the needed health insurance for
their children. As the Chair of the Alaska Food Coalition, we have seen
that, while welfare reform has encouraged many people to successfully find
work, these families turn to food banks for additional assistance, and
parents are still not able to provide for some of the other basic needs, such
as child care and insurance, without programs such as Denali KidCare and the

Child Care Assistance Program.

With 72% of the funding for Denali KidCare provided by the federal

government, and the cost to thestate being only $472 per year per chi."'d,

this seems like a program whichcan effectively meet some of the needs of the
most vulnerable Alaska children at a very low cost. This is a small amount
to pay for the health of our children and to give babies of pregnant teens a

healthy start in life.

Please do not reduce the state budget by taking away basic services designed

to improve the health of Alaska‘'s most needy people.

Sincerely,

Douglas McCoy

Executive Director

Nome Community Center, Inc.
PO Box 98

Nome, AK 99762

1/27/00 9:05 A M
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Yes, please.

"Disanto, Diane' wrote:

Hi, I wasn't at Building Bridges, however | do have some information about
Denali Kid Care, would you like me to send it to you?

I Jan

Original Message--—--
From: Rynnieva Moss [SMTP:Rynnieva_Moss@ legis.state.ak.us]
Sent: Wednesday, January 26, 2000 11:54 AM
To: diane_disanto@ health.state.ak.us
Subject: Information wanted
Representative Coghill would like the information you supplied to
McGillivary at Building Bridges.
Our fax number is 907-465-3258.
Thank you.

Rynnieva Moss
Legislative Aide for Rep. Coghill

file:///Untitled

1/26/00 3:23 PM
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Southcentralfoundation

February 22, 2000

Honorable Fred Dyson, Chairman .
House Health Education and Social Services
Alaska Sta-¢ Lealslature

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

RE: OPPOSITIONTO HB 260

Dear Representative Dyson:

The Southcentral Foundation is a non-profit health care organization of Cook Inlet Region. Inc., which
provides a wide range of health care and related services to Alaska Natives and American Indians in

Anchorage and the surrounding areas.

We are writing to express our opposition to HB 260, which would callously eliminate access to essential

health care services for approximately 30 percent of Alaska Native children. The bill proposes to lower

e|IgIbI|I_t[¥ from 200 percent of poverty to 100 percent of poverty. The federal government funds

Medicaid health coverage for the Alaska Native pOﬁ_uIatmns. C.H.LP. (Children’s Health Insurance

Program) provides access to health care coverage to children of families that are employed but unable to

afford insurance. Accordm%to the Alaska Department of Labor. Alaska Native children (0-19 years of
the

age) make up 45 percent of the total Alaska Native population.

Based on data from the Indian Health Service, Alaska Native health status is one of the worst in the
United States. The Alaska Native sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) rate is 2.5 times (306.6) the U.S.
All Races (120.33 rate. The posinconafa! mortality' rate for Alaska Natives (6.9) is twice as high as for the

U.S. All Races (3.1).

The ability of the Alaska health care system to adequately treat this at-risk population relies on Medicaid
funding, The Indian Health Service funding we utilize can only meet a portion of the health care needs of
the Native community. The Denali KidCare Progpram offers a financially resP0n5|bIe avenue to address
our health conditions and improve health status. Please consider the extremely adverse consequences to
our at-risk children should this bill become law. We must speak for them; they are our future.

Sincerely.
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Written Testimony in opposition of HB 280
By Debra L Shuey "

Have you ever tried to provide an income for a family of four and only are
able to earn $20,000.00 per year? That is what the poverty level is for Alaska.
What do you each of you earn ina year? Could you provide quality health care
for your children at $20,000.00 per year?

Medical costs are at an all time high. What is a more important use of
Federal money than to assure that our children will receive medical coverage not
only for illness, but also for preventable service. For every dollar you 3pend,
$0.72 comes from Federal money and only $0.28 cents comes from state
general fund. Families that have health care coverage wilt receive well-
baby/well-child care, adequate immunizations, and have health care problems
discovered early which mean less medical costs in the long term.

Prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care expenditure.
Through education and medical visits, children are assured a healthier start.

Unemployment may be down, but what is the income level for those that
are employed. Many people are not employed and are just not counted any
more. There have been lower paying jobs available such as Wal-Mart that does
employ people, but how does that income compare with ARCO?

Developing a loan program for families that are working and incur medical
expenses 19 not an answer. When medical treatment is needed, it is usually
costly and you can never make enough to pay your house payment, yet alone a
loan. Ifa child has a developmental disability or a terminal illness, that loan
would be so great and each time you pay it, the memories flood back.
Sometimes in life, families are dealt difficulties that are overwhelming and they
had no choice. What is wrong with helping these families that are trying as hard
as they can and have a rough time?

Before you ever consider cutting this medical insurance for pregnant
women and children, think of the families in your own community that it will effect.
Put a neme and a face to that dollar amount. Are you willing to be a part of a
child not receiving medical care and possibly dying? Or what about a child
having complications from a disease that they could have had an immunization,
like chicken pox, but the parents couldnt afford the shot. Or what about the child
that can’t eat because their teeth are so rotten. Think about the child that is
failing in school and the reason is poor eyesight.

By shutting off medical care to all of these families you are also limiting the
changes that can occur through contact with medical professionals. Education is
a big part of medical care. When pregnant women are at a doctor's office they
are learning and communicating and hopefully seeing alternatives to what is
happening in their lives. Medical care is more than a shot or a pill.
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S tate of alaska

Legislative affairs agency

DIVISION OF PUBLIC SERVICES

DATE:

Please accept the enclosed original (s) of written testimony

for the /kSj/p-1iS teleconference hearing that was

scheduled on i

A copy of this testimony was transmitted to your conmittee via

fax on / -

Thank you,




State of alaska
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A copy of this testimony was transmitted to your conmittee via
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My name is Sandie Gilbert, Patient Access Manager and Denali Kid Care Coordinator for
SouthEast Alaska Regional Health Consortium.

I am submitting my testimony against HB 260.

When Denali Kid Care began inMarch 1999, SEARHC expanded upon Se State3
efforts in enrollment. We saw an opportunity for native children and pregnant women
who fitin this expanded health insurance program to remove any financial barriers from
accessing a health care delivery system; especially in hard to reach or rural areas.

SEARHC has quickly completed a comparative analysis of Medicaid patients seen at our
Mt. Edgecumbe Hospital facility. We compared March through September 1998 data to
similar months in 1999. Pediatric ambulatory visits rose from 393 in 1998 to 2,223 visits
in 1999.

i
The impact was tremendous. Denali Kid Care offers services that SEARHC does not
provide. For example, D K C offers travel & lodging for patients who need tobe seen by a
specialist, dentist, hearing exams, Outpatient Mental Health counseling. Itallows
pregnant women tocome from the villages to the hospital more frequently for prenatal
ci"reand counseling to insure a healthy child. Itgiveswomen the option tobe seen ata
hospital where more services are provided than at a village health clinic. Denali Kid Care
provides coverage for a new mother up tosix weeks after birth in case of complications
or request for sterilization. This means for those non native women carrying a native
child; aftercare isnot an issue. And these newborns can be covered from birth: well
baby checks, school physicals, immunizations until he/she reaches the age of 19.

SEARHC beneficiaries enrolled under thisprogram costs the State of AlaskaNOTHING!
The Federal government matches this funding atthe 100% rate for additional Native
people covered by Denali Kid Care and served at tribal facilities. As you are aware, one
of the benefits for the State to develop itsCHIP program was the federal match money
and is at very little cost to the State 3 budget

SEARHC uses these medicaid funds to help supplement our Indian Health Service
compact funds to expand and improve our current health care services. W e are not fully

funded by the Indian Health Service for our health care delivery system.

We are shocked and surprised of the about-face by legislators for recommending change
to such a vital program for our children! Itmakes good fiscal sense to continue Denali
Kid Care and to ensure healthy Alaskan children and pregnant women.

Thank you for your time to allow me to express our concerns.

Oh(r ?2j9&



RAwv: 1iB 260, Testimony

1of2

Subject: Fw: H B 260 ,Testimony
Date: Mon, 21 Feb 2000 07:02:17 -0900
From: "Jeri Lanier” <fcsajeri@mosquitonet.com>

Organization: Family Centered Services of Alaska

To: "Allen Kemplen" <Representative_AUen_Kemplen@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Carl Morgan" <Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Fred Dyson™ <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Jim Whitaker™ <Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Joe Green" <Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us>,

"John Coghill" <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state._ak.us>,
"Tom Brice" <Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us>

------ Original Message --——--—--

From: wildwest <wildwest@ mosquitonet.com>
To: <fcsajeri@ mosquitonet.com>

Sent: Sunday, February 20, 2000 6:28 AM
Subject: H B 260 , Testimony

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV

My name is Tracy Pols, | have lived in North Pole AK since 1973. Both of
my children were born here. | have worked steady since the age of 14 ,
17 of those years with the same employer. | have never been on welfare!
Not one of my jobs has ever offered medical Ins. In 1993 my son was
diagnosed with severe frontal lobe brain damage. My son takes these
medications daily so he can function, DEPAKOTE 750 MG, ZYPREXA 10 MG,
CYLERT 75 MG, TRAZODONE 200 MG, CLONODINE .3 MG , these medications have
to be monitored closely, which means regular Dr. visits and lab work to
check possible side effects such as liver damage.

My son cannot function in a mainstream environment. He is in a special
Ed classroom and has to have consistent high structure, and constant
supervision . Three years ago | was unable to continue working, It was
impossible to work and take care of him also. It is very hard for anyone
else to take care of him, mostly they lacked the training, also, almost
three years ago their father died. | have been able to support the
house hold on SSI Death Benefit we receive monthly (you can not receive
SSI Disability and have a Death Benefit or Trade one for the other.)
Last summer my 7 1/2 year old daughter was brutally sexually assaulted
by a neighbor hood boy . He was charged with 2nd degree sexual assault
which tells you how severe the attack was. Due to the Trauma she was
admitted to Charter North Hospital in Anchorage and Diagnosed with
severe PTSD, (post traumatic stress disorder) She required long term
residential treatment .She went to SunHealth Youth Treatment facility in
Seattle WA . She was their two months and her treatment was just
basically getting started when they went bankrupt. My daughter is back
in Charter North Hospital awaiting a vacancy in Virginia to start her
treatment all over again. My daughter will need extensive after care
when her treatment in Virginia is completed. Weekly therapy and
medication monitoring. She will be Elaced in a special ed. classroom
when she returns to school due to er PTSD. Recovery will be long term.
Her present medication to help her emotional state is LITHABID 300 mg,
PAXCIL 10 mg, RESPERIDOL .1 mg , and she has been on a combination of
four other medications for depression and anxiety in 5 months . Its
trial and error until they find a combination that is beneficial. The
medications my children are on is $ 639.57 a month this would not be a
problem except the good Lord requires us to eat. We have been on Denali
Kid Care since day one. | Filled out and sent the application the same
day they were available. It was truly a God send to my family. To Knovy
that they could receive the medical attention they need instead of doing
without , which is encomprehesibe, But how do you help your children
when your finances aren't enough to cover costs.I'his was before my

2/21/00 12:37 PM
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daughters assault and | was already charging groceries at the end of
the month , AIl my savings had long been depleted to pay just my sons
medical, were some fortunate Alaskans have medical ins. They have the
opportunity to do whatever with their PFD money , all of ours went and
goes to medical. Last year all three went to travel expenses to see my
daughter in the hospital in Anchorage and the Treatment facility in
Seattle. Now she is going to Virginia for treatment . | have no earthy
ldea of how "Il be able to see her . My main worry is if my children
do not have Denali Kid care which enables them to have the treatment
they sc desperately need what is going to happen to them. | would assume
the State of Ak would rather them function and be productive members of
the community in the future . Which is what they will be as they mature
and develop copin% skill ,but this will take time. | am totally
committed to my children's well being ,anyone who has had contact with
me can attest to that, things happen that are out of our control, such
as my children 's disabilities, | have no control over Denali Kid Care
But | pray that the people who do will not sacrifice mychildren and
others to not be the best theK can be. My children cannot function
without medical assistance | have a fear in the pit of my stomach that
has been their daily since | heard about bill H B 260. My children
require medical ,they cannot function with out it. We have a true need
I'm sure you've heard the expression you can pay now orpay later that
is very true in my children‘s case. What is a person to do when they are
unable to function daily. They can get the help now to work toward
standing on their own two feet as adults or be on numerous State
rograms as a adult, which wouldn't have to happen if addressed as
children and preventable

Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony. My phone number is

907 488-6670.Sincerly, Tracy PoLs



MB 260

Subject: e 260
Date: Sat, 19 Feb 2000 16:25:39 -0900
From: "Ruth Mandsager" <mandsagr@alaska.net>
To: "Fred Dyson" <Representative Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative Fred Dyson,
| am writing this letter to ask that you oppose HB 260. 1am very concerned that this bill could gather momentum in the

legislature. This bill is, in my opinion, a very bad idea.

Denali KidCare is one of the best developments in our stale in quite awhile. 1am both the Administrator of the Alaska Native
Medical Center and a pediatrician. Let me relate a story from yesterday.

| saw a child in my pediatric clinic yesterday with asthma. His Mom had been using a nebulizer from a relative. This isa
relatively inexpensive device that delivers asthma medicines directly to the child's lungs. She had used this for the preceding
three nights and the child had quickly stopped coughing and wheezing and went back to sleep.

She asked me whether Denali KidCare would pay for this nebulizer. 1said "yes"! |filled out a prescription and gave her a form
that showed all of the places in Anchorage where she could buy a nebulizer. This purchase (with a cost of about .$100) will
enable this family to treat this child's asthma attacks at home and will prevent both clinic visits and emergency room visits.

This mother then went on to tell me that she and her hushand arc employed and could not afford medical insurance. Denali
KidCare has provided them medical insurance coverage for their children.

This story is, for me. the reason that Denali KidCarc is such a wonderful program. Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Richard Mandsager, MD
Pediatrician

lof 1 2/21/00 12:31 1'M
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Subject: HB260 Denali Kid Care
Date: Mon, 21 Feb 2000 09:14:46 -0000
From: "pat kouris™ <pbkouris@alaskalife.net>
To: <Representative Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.u.s>
CC: <Repiesentative_Joe Green@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Carl_Morgan @legis. state.ak.us>,
<representative_jjim whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative,
PLEASE - it is absolutely imperative that Denali Kid Care continue at its present level of 200% because:

(1) it is a very cost effective method of providing health coverage to Alaska's children, with the Federal government's large
contribution. Longtime Alaskans for 42 years, my 66 y/o brother and his wife arc raising their 9 y/o granddaughter. They join
many Alaskan grandparents who have accepted this responsibility. How can lhey pay for insurance for achild on a

fixed income, or afford to pay for even routine doctor visits and medication?
(2)Kecp Alaska truly the "Great State of Alaska" and not the ONLY state without health coverage for all its children.

(3)Hundreds of Alaska's working families arc struggling to meke ends meet. S40,000/year earnings for afamily of four is NOT
middle class in Alaska, particularly when you must pay in full for insurance coverage. Even having insurance coverage does not
bring peace of mind, as who knows if your Plan will truly cover achild's particular health problem. For example, many
insurance companies are decreasing their coverage for mental health care to : 09¢. No family ever thinks the devastation of a
biological brain disorder will ever happen to them. Like all major illness, it strikes when you least expect it, and working
families cannot possibly save enough money to cover the expenses incurred, i know from experience! If Alaska’s children do not
receive the help they need- when they need it, they suffer, their whole family suffers, YOUR community suffers, and we ALL

brain disorders are going untreated today due to stigma, don't let lack of health care coverage add to THAT tragedy. | thank you
for voting FOR Alaska's children, our future, and AGAINST HB 260.

Patricia Kouris

4102 Taft Drive, Apt 1
Anchorage, Alaska
1-907-245-5152

2/21/00 12:27 PM
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Subject: HB260
Date: Fri, 18 Feb 2000 09:19:02 -0900
From: Kathy Monday <kmonday@lifequest.org>
To: ""representative_fred_dyson@legis.state.ak.us™" <RepresentativeJFred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

""representativeJohn_coghill@legis.state.ak.us"" <Rc,presentative_John_Coghill @legis.state.ak.i
""representativeJoe_green@legis.state.ak.us"" <Repre”entative_Joe Green@legis.state.ak.us>,
""representative_carl_morgan@legis.state.ak.us"" <Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.i
""representativejim_whitaker@legis.state._ak.us"” X Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak

Dear Representatives:

Please let me take this opportunity to represent myself, Joe Public. We
need Denali Kidcarell!l!!

My husband and | both work, however, neither employer has insurance
available to us. Without Denali Kidcare, my child would suffer through
illnesses, accidents etc with no medical care.

PLEASE vote this b ill down!! Many of Alaska's children depend on this

program!!!
Thank you for you time and attention to this matter.

Kathy Monday
Palmer-W asilla

loll 2121100 12:29 I'M
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Fwd: 11B 260

Subject: Fwd: HB 260
Date: Fri, 18 Feb 2000 17:17:57 -0800
From: "MD Christenson" <dr.pinky@hotbot.com>
Organization: HotBot Mail (http://mail.hothot.com:80)

To: Representative Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative Joe Green@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us,
Representalive_Allen_Kemplen@legis.state.ak.us

momentarily, that it is morally reprehensible to attempt to balance the
to choose what income

and healthy. Also

Disregard,
budget on those most helpless and in need. Infants do not get
bracket into which they are born. AIll children deserve to be safe
ignore the fact prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care

expenditure.

This ill conceived action fails to make long-term fiscal sense. Reducing the income

eligibility from 200% to 133% of the federal poverty guidelines will save $2M in

State matching funds <« but at what cost?

Alaska will lose over $5M in Federal funds for healthcare for Alaskan children in
FYO0O1l, and $7M in FYO2. Denali Kid Care is very effective in leveraging federal funds.
What about long-terms costs to the State? There are both economic and social impacts

to be considered.

women who qualify get the health coverage they need

Ensuring children and pregnant
improvements in the

can be linked to gains in emotional or cognitive development and

educational process and outcomes for the child. This would logically lead to
increasing the child's later earnings and economic self-sufficiency. Studies also
indicate that it may also reduce the government's spending on welfare, education and

criminal justice.

indicators such as maternal reproductive health and

Improvements in health-related
drinking

substance abuse can also be expected. A recent study links a single
learning disabilities, memory loss
appropriate

maternal
binge by a pregnant woman during synaptogenesis to
and other brain disorders. These maladies may largely be ameliorated with

prevention and treatment services.

I urge you to disregard this short-sighted and misguided measure.

Michael Christenson
Dr.PinkyShotbot.com
Juneau, Alaska
907.789.2096

HotBot - Search smarter.
http://imww.hotbot.com
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DICKTtSON 907 276 3406

League of Women Votersof Anchorage
P.O. Box 101345
Anchorage, Alaska 99810-1345

(907) 274-8477

February 18, 2000

Representative Fred Dyson, Chair

House Health, Education and Social Services Committee
State Capitol

Juneau, AK

Dear Representative Dyson:

The start-up of the Denali KidCare Program in 1999 was a significant milestone
in the protection of Alaska's most valuable resource - our children. By cutting
back eligibility to 100% of federal guidelines, HB 260 is leaving the children of
mothers trying to get off welfare without health care. These mothers have little
choice but to stay on welfare to have health care for their children.

The next population of children who will be put at risk are children of families
working in jobs that provide no health benefits. Alaska provices quality
education to its children. It must not turn away from providing its children with

health care.

This prorram is largely federally funded, and Alaska would lose about
$5,000,000 in federal funds should HB 260 pass. It isa poor choice to cut the
Denail KidCare back to save a little money in the short term; it will cost Alaska

much more in the long term.

Sincerely yours,

Jean Stassel, President
League of Women Voters of Anchorage

.01
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225 Cordova Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 277-2554 phont #(907) 272-7370rax ecss@sinDad.ner m ail

February 18,2000

To: HESS Committee
Chair, HESS Committee - Fred Dyson

From: Karleen Jackson
Executive Director
Catholic Social Services

Sub: Denali Kid Care
HB 260

lam writing on behalfof the children and pregnantwomen ofAlaska to express
some grave concerns that Catholic Social Services has about the recently introduced H B
260 which would eliminate the current Denali Kid Care program. Ifnot for this program,
the many vulnerable children and pregnant women currently covered under this vital
health insurance program would not receive access to health care.

It should be evident that the investment 0f$472 of state funding for each Alaskan
child currently enrolled in the Denali KidCare program will save millions of state dollars
in future years. Italso provides powerful leveraging of funds with 72 cents on every
Denali KidCare dollar coming from federal funds. And, itensures thatpregnant women
receive prenatal care to prevent needless and expensive health problems for their
developing children.

Before Denali KidCare, many families struggled to provide health care for their
children because they could not afford to pay for those services. Those currently using
Denali Kid Care are often referred to as the “fiorking poor5ZThey do not qualify for
Medicaid because they are working, but they are barely able to pay for essential housing
and food, much lesspay highmedical bills. Most familieswho exitwelfare forwork do
not have insurance provided by their employers and those working forminimum wages
cannot afford to purchase company health insurance policies. We should do all we can to
reduce rather than increase obstacles for those trying to productively contribute to our
society.

Last year Catholic Social Services provided services to over 165,000 individuals,
including pregnant women and their children, low-income families, families dealing with
homelessness and poverty, adoptive families and refugees. On behalfofthosewe serve, |
urge you to reconsider approving HB260. OQur currentDenali Kid Care program
represents a comprehensive health plan that will produce healthy children and a healthy
future economy for Alaska.

Adoption Clare House
Beyond Shelter McAuley Manor
Special Needs _Re5ﬁ|te _ A United WayAgency _ St Francis House
Brother Francis Shelter/Kodiak Brother Francis Shelter/Anchorage
Immigration & Refugee Services Pregnancy Support Services
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ITHB260 ispassed, Alaska will be the only state in our country without a State
Child Insuiance Program. The investment the current Denali KidCarc program represents
for themany children and women served isminimal compared to the great value all
Alaskans receive from this program, for these children are the future of our state, We
have an ethical and moral obligation to ensure that all Alaskan children have access to
adequate health care. Children have no choice in the matter, and parents struggling to
provide basic necessities should not be forced to choose between providing food and a
home or medical care for their children. As good Alaskan neighbors, we have the ability
to step forward and make a difference in the current and future lives of children and their
parents.

I ask that the Alaska House Health and Social Sendees Committee not change the
eligibility requirements for Denali KidCare as outlined inH B 260. The future of Alaska

is at stake.
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES X110
W
f o 8 %

OFFICEOF THE COMMISSIONER

February 16,2000

Joseph Simpson ' p
460 Daily Ave. #1-C
Anchorage, A K 99515

Dear Mr. Simpson:

Thank you for your letter of February 9, 2000. Any problem an individual has with the process
ofapplying for Denali KidCare isofconcern tome. We have worked very hard to provide the
customer the best service possible. I requested staffto investigate your situation and found out

the following according to our records:

You stated that you received and completed a Denali KidCare application in August 1999. The
applicationwe have on filewas signed and dated on September 20, 1999 and received in our

office on October 6,1999.

During this time, the Denali KidCare office was in the process ofmoving to the Frontier
Building. The move began August 16, 1999 and the office did not open to the public until Oct
11,1999 due to construction and the lack of clerical staffto assist customers in a timely manner.
It is likely that the looby construction was still in process and the front counter not installed at the
time you came into the office. Because the office was not open to the public, itispossible that
you were in the lobby for some time before you were noticed. Ifacustomer did come into the
office during the construction period, staffassisted them as quickly as possible.

We cannot address what you may have been toldwhen you dropped off the application, since we
do not have a staffmember that meets your description ofhim, however standard policy requires
all requests for additional information be made via letter. History of the case shows thatwe did
in fact request verification of your income by letteron October 12,1999. We did not receive a
response either providing income verification or an update on your employment situation and the
application was denied on Oct. 21,1999. The application indicated that you were working at
Costco; we were not informed that you were no longer employed.

Both the request for information and denial notices inform the customer ofhis/her right to appeal
within 30 days any decision or action that has been taken. We do not have any record, outside of

irtHon ey
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your call on February 7, 2000, that the denial was being disputed. The information that you
received inyour December 1999 call to our office is routine in nature. Clerical staffreview the
letters and actions taken by the case worker and relay that same information to the customer. If
the customer wishes to discuss the issue further, the call would be forwarded to Clarissa
Ridgway, ET in, or Brenda Johnson, ETIV. Again, review of case history, does not indicate the
customer wished to dispute the denial.

You indicated that you reapplied sometime between your call inDecember and February 8th.

We do show asecond application received in the Denali KidCare office on February 8th, but
show no other applications received between 10/99 & 2/00. W e are in the process of determining
eligibility, however we have requested inwriting additional information before an eligibility
determination can be made. We have requested hat this information be provided by February
28th. Ifyou do not respond to our inquiry, your application will be denied.

I understand your frustrations and apologize for any inconveniences you may have experienced.
One ofDenali KidCare"s top priorities is quality customer service and we make every effort to

ensure that customers are treated with respect and receive expedient service. We arereviewing
your complaint and our office procedures to ensure that our customers receive the service they

deserve.

Since the inception ofDenali KidCare we have processed 15,156 applications and fielded 50,172
phone calls. Every one of these contacts with the public is important to us. | trust that your
situation will be resolved favorably and your children will be covered by the health care coverage
they need. Please letme know ifl can help you with anything further.

cc: Ken and Verna Simpson
Members, Alaska State House ofRepresentatives
Members, Alaska State Senate
Denali KidCare Office
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Al a s k a S tate Legisl ature

//Hess

Please enter into the record my testimony to the —
committee name

. N bP dated ~teKvtoftui 3*000
Committee on E— e
bill # f subject

Denali KidCare Program

Health insurance coverage is vital to Alaska®s families, especially Alaska 3 children.
Children who do not have health care coverage often forgo cost effective preventative
health care measures, and arc only 6een by a physician when medical problems become
more serious and expensive. Preventative health care enables Alaskan cliildren to grow
up strong and healthy.

Denab KidCare, the children3 insurance program for the State of Alaska, provides health
care insurance to uninsured children and pregnant women. Assisting AJaskan families
who work, at jobs without benefits, Denali Kidcare enables those who qualify the
ogpo%tunity to receive health care coverage that they would not otherwise bo able to
a ;

Signed: 0d/15>
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bill 4 / subject

Continuing Denali Kid Care as the act was originally written is essential for middle income
families to maintain the health of their children. Preventative medicine has been proven cost
effective in the long run. The high cost of health insurance puts it out of reach of many families
- often even the 20% co-insurance for those with children with major health issues canbe
devastatlng financially. Often those families who have private insurance have policies that limit
services like physical therapy, occupational therapy and speech, and have no service to address
children’s mental health issues. _

A review of expenditures of the current program, shows a large percentage of funding went for
children’s mental health or behavior issues. Why? Because this is a health problem that is
seldom addressed under private insurance. _

At the 200% level = a family income of approximately $40,342 (annual gross) if the employer
doesn’t pay toward insurance; average family policy about $525 per month, leaving the family
$34,000 (%?fore taxes) for all other expenses - NOT a lot! The newly proposed 133% is
unacceptable.

| urge you NOT to pass HB 260. If it is passe it will burden families currentlyjust surviving in
a state where high-payingjobs are fast disappearing.

Signed: liJ jN i oSU
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1B 260 Denali Kids Care

lol'|

Subject: HB 260 Denali Kids Care

Date: Wed, 16 Feb 2000 11:44:17 -0900 (AKST)

From: one_t_vvheat@hotinail.com

To: Representative Fred Dyson <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis,stace.ak.us>

HESS
have

and Senate
testimony |
committee
that

Dear House
In the
sponsor and house
damaging
GETS A PFD.
For those of us who have

to many of wus fall

normal to run up debts with medical
then garnish our PFDs. In my case,
for the AFDC payments made on

are done in five years or so, the

interest accumulating.

Today | have $1200c in uncovered medical costs looking me in the face.

I hope it is clear that to cut a program that is preventative and cost effective
figured over the life of a child Alaska is a counterproductive move that wil
us more money in the long run.

Please let this program have a it has not even had one year prove
itself. The time spent re-debating issue that was settled less than a year
is wasted; the upset to pregnant women and working families is criminal. If you

better than Denali Kids Care you may not

abortion or welfare is a

that our family values are being
People need hope that they can
it stands can help in that way.

Mental Health Consumer Advocate
POB 2353

Homer, AK. 99603-2353

Ph/Fx: 235-6840

Email: One_t_Wheat@ hotmail.com
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Please Save Denali KidCarc

*

lof2

Subject: Please Save Denali KidCare
Date: Sun, 13 Feb 2000 23:52:47 -0900
From: David Galla <dmgalla@seapac.net> %
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@Legis.state.ak.us

Dear Representative Dyson,

I'm saddened to hear that under the guidance of Representative Coghill,
possible cuts may be made to Alaska's Denali KidCare program. As a

teacher in Wrangell, l've personally seen how children without access to
health care suffered from untreated medical conditions in the past. One

student was legally deaf due to early ear infections which were left

unmedicated because her parents' finances couldn"'t allow steady access
to doctors. Others have sat in the first row for months because without
the eye-glasses they needed but could not afford, these children were
unable to see the chalkboard.

Many times over the years, I've seen children denied basic medical
treatments for the sole reason that it was unavailable financially to
their families, though their parents held full-time jobs and struggled
to provide their best for these children. | imagine those supporting
this bill haven't spoken with parents who had to deny children glasses,
dental work, and medicines because they could not afford them. I|If you
had any idea of the misery and frustration parents feel when they lack
the means to provide help for their children, | doubt you'd choose to
reduce this

program.

Denali KidCare has provided essential medical services for many families
I know. For example, three former students proudly showed me the glasses
their families were able to purchase for them due to the Denali KidCare
program. Two children with severe allergies were finally able to get
help. Other students talked to me about needed asthma medicines,
antibiotics, and dental treatments they've received. These young
children deserve the best care our state can offer. It is unfair to them

for us to deny essential health services which can impact their future

well-being simply because we selfishly choose to concern ourselves
merely with "our own" children. | believe all Alaskan children are our
children: certainly, as a representative, all Alaskan children are your

children to safeguard.

Mr. Coghill has written in an article last week that this is a purely
"philosophical™ issue to him. | suppose for some people discussions of
"philosophy"”™ may include the will to withhold needed medical treatment
from children, but to me this is a chilling and inhumane excuse for this

measure. Parents who have to debate whether they can afford to bring
cheir sick toddler for another trip to the doctor don't have

“"philosophical” discussions while their child's fever soars. Denying
them Denali KidCare w ill force many parents without insurance to the one
desperate choice they are still allowed: they will bring their children

to the emergency rooms in our state at more extreme stages of their
illnesses and at much greater costs to us, the taxpayers. Of course, we,

the taxpayers, will still be paying our federal dollars to provide these

health services for the children of the other forty-nine states, while

2/16/00 11:12 AM
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our own neighbors are denied them. AIl this, so as Mr. Coghill states,
Alaskan parents can have the rewarding experience of having to
"sacrifice" to provide necessary health care for their families. |
wonder what sacrifices our children will have to make to their health,
vitality, and potential in order to satisfy Mr. Coghill's philosophical
yearnings.

You have the privilege and the duty to take care of all Alaska's sons
and daughters. Particularly, those children whose parents struggle to
provide basic health care needs are dependent on your help to assist
them in becoming strong, able adults. It is a sacred trust you have been
given: Alaskans are entrusting you with the livelihoods of their
children to maintain the integrity of this worthy program. Please do not

undermine the potential health of our state's most vulnerable people:

poor children from hard-working families. Frankly, you should be
appalled at the mere notion of withdrawing the health services provided
for these families. | trust you will think more about Alaska's children
than you do about an arcane notion of "philosophy"” when you weigh your
decision. Our children are literally depending on you.

Sincerely,
Michele Galla
Wrangell, Alaska

2/16/00 11:12 AM
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Subject: HB 260
Date: Mon, 14 Feb 2U00 12:45:42 -0900
From: "LHS" <stazz@email.msn.com>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.slate.ak.us>
CC: <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.Siate.ak.us>,
<Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us>,
<representative_Allen_Kemplin@legis.state.ak.us>
Dear HESS Committee Members:
Health care insurance is vital to the well-being of Alaska's children.
Currently |1 work with the Maternal and Child Health Program in the Public
Health Department at the Municipality of Anchorage. I work with many
clients who are pregnant and receiving Denali KidCare (DKC) coverage for
their pregnancies. W ithout DKC, many of these young women would not receive
vital prenatal care. Coverage for these women is important to ensure a
healthy start for Alaskan children.
House B ill 260, by rolling back program eligibility to 100% of the federal
poverty guidelines, effectively eliminates the Denali KidCare program.
Eliminating the program would result in a huge loss of federal funds for
health care. Working families would be left without health care for their
children.
Nothing is more important then the health and welfare of Alaska's children.
It would be unfortunate if Alaska were the only State in the Country without
a State Child Insurance Program. This would not be something for Alaskan's
to be proud of.
Please vote to continue the DKC program and to maintain the federal poverty
guidelines at 200%.
Thank you for your support on this important matter.

Sincerely,
Sharon C. Stiassny
stazz@ msn.com
(907) 345-8585

2/16/00 11:00 AM
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Subject: Fwd(3): Re: Fwd: Isupport Denali Kid Care
Date: Mon, 14 Feb 2000 15:44:15 -0900
From: jdewey@avcp.org (Joan Dewey)
To: Representative_Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED FROM MS. LEOTA UNOK, WHO WORKS WITH
FAMILIES HERE IN THE YK DELTA REGION (Kotlik) : She is expressing the
need for DENALI KID CARE TO CONTINUE:

Yeah find ways to keep this program going because there are villages that

cannot travel because the cost of travel. Like for instance Kotlik to
Bethel is Ilike 270.00 for an adult and child is 240.00 and parents w ill
not pay just to travel that much for medicalreasons. It is very helpful
for those families that are living pay checkby pay check to make ends
meet. There is also high costs living in the villages. The lower portion
of the Yukon pays alot from gas, stove oil at 2.45 per gallon while wurban
people pay alot less than 2.40 for a gallon. Food costs like crazy. Try
comparing rural and urban cost of meat there is a huge gap between them.
And most families in the rural have more than 3 children at the most 6

w hile most urban families have at the most 4 children.

2/16/00 10:10 AM
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February 8, 2000
To whom it may concern, in opposition to House Bill 260:

As a health care professional and as a community member, | have seen children
whose lives have changed because of medical and dental care received that their
parents were unable to afford proir to their enrollment in The Denali Kid Care Program.
Many Valley parents are employed by small businesses, self employed, or otherwise
have no access to family health insurance, These are hardworking, self-sufficient
people that want the best for their children, but are unable to afford hundreds of
dollars a month for health insurance premiums.

Because of the Denali Kid Care Program, | have seen children who are able to see
and read better because they now have glasses. |have seen children receive prompt
emergency medical care in situations where they would previously have gone without.
Most dramatically, | have seen children with serious dental disease receive urgently
needed care. Ithink all School Nurses in Alaska would agree that the Denali Kid Care
Program is directly responsible for many of our students receiving badly needed
care. :

Please dont cut this essential program. It Isan Important investment thatwill not only
prevent future health care expenditures, but will also help Insure that our youth are
healthy and able to do their best at school and In their communities.

Sincerely,

Christina VanCleve, RN, CSN

*this was prepared and sent during my duty -free lunchtime. at my own expense
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Representative Fred Dyson,
Chair

From: Legislative Information Office Date:  02/08/00
Re:  written Testimony - HB 260 Pages: 7

CC:

O Urgent O For Review O Please O Please O Please
Corriment  *  Reply * Recycle

Written Testimony for HB 260 teleconferenced 2\08\00. The original
will be mailed to the committee chair

Thank you,

Fran/Fbx LI10O



Please enterinto the record my testimony to the /d
Committee Name

Committee on H&ilaz ﬂ&SS/J HB _  Dated
Dill/Subject
do Cl kS&htLAU* , tfmm U sOt-ltf’
jJuut Jwer peofdc - OAji otllj dt(M£. wct/to-vd *b-Ou M
M kmma jruldif-yurUn 2~ /0m 4*427AM M 0*, SOskcM IVL
S 2 | f *>>/*Vy*f**tUS

a*u"M ko y»uM t&too fy t ckto *d ***** fx*> A 'n A A
gM XL ji yUutdb) N cm JLGR Ltdcaj/hj f/du’l. Aytztzrfll J U{M A
CdILC shO CdniCLLtiyUcl ° d urZHMcH tfxfl Zelu-bL  "tsjdxA. AiLc& TUUAM
AHOIL jd&TUMNO PK zJu, JeEyt-UfcEp Av*Jl d*nd m L<



C.

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

IR A
Committee on Ho or )r-J ()
Bill/Subject
Cj\ SL- \
o"v\X~rVv- wvjai, Q x av
K N-»*_ A cMX xjk 3v>3>-7S|
C k A >ASL>*uut  ~
shA -U
SIGNED: I x \tii-yxcx ,\ CI~vy-Q"O
Testifier
Representing
Potw 1

Adelress /Phone Number

fj

Committee Name

Dated

AN

/

%

1& O

Ch-\-\-SL-C_\ 0

CXrL 0-www

Can

NsiNA

go7 0 7

vjl

N

r

MVJIsicAMvSLIIN

yvJOJ-VvJ»

7 T g<7



lam writing in response to HB260. lam a full-time working single parent with two
wonderful children ages 6 and 9. While lam lucky enough to have employment with
health care coverage formy children, and myselfbeing the sole provider formy children
is financial ly difficult. | agree that the absent parent should help provide formy children
and 1 do have a case on filewith C.S.E.D. - but they have not been able to collect child
support since December 1998. InNovember of 1999,1took my youngest daughter in the
clinic, at that time they stated she just had a virus and I did not have Denali Kid Care.
My primary insurance did not cover the visit stating itwas a well child visit. One week
later, 1 took her back and another Physician diagnosed her with Pneumonia. In
conclusion of 2 office visits, 3 x-rays, blood-work, rental of a Nebulizer Machine and
medication. My medical bills for December where over $800.00. 1applied for Denali
Kid Care and was approved inDecember. Had Inot been fortunate enough to have this
program available tomy children, I honestly can say Imay not have been able to take my
daughter in for the recommended follow up care. 20% co-pay may not seem thatmuch
but when it3 the difference between paying a medical bill or having groceries ftcan seem
very large. Please do not limit thisprogram to Medicaid precipitants only, the working
class isveiy dependent on itto ensure our children grow up safe, healthy and

happy -

Sincerely,

MiiissaAckcls
4753 Princeton Drive
Fairbanks, Ak 99709
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the House Hess

Committee Nnmc
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Committee on Denali Kid Care
Dill/Subject

on behalf of ...J vJ.Ly of Anaktuvuk we oppose Bill 260.
Kid Care 1is very helpful.

detriment to our people.

Denali
Eliminating this program would be a

Thank you for considering our testimony.
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CPS MARKETING Fax:4104683609 Feb 8 2000 14:28

( FAXED URGENTLY TO: 907*456-3346 JI 2-8-00
TO: House HESS Committee
FROM: Stacey Stancill
RE: Have a heart. Don't pass bill 260
=or==r=l---—Sags- e t=r=====3=sesnisasBsssB3ssssBsaB3s=ss==5s:

Dear Representatives Coghil\, Brice, W hittaker...

ege wte that life is tough enough In Alashfor single woihing mathers without tafag their health
tmm ce away front them. too.

MjjM sheik west Is struggling toprovidefor her son Wes's nesds every day, already, andJust
rwfc ft under the Income eligibility line (of 2X poventy level), if youpass the new bill she will have to
find $300 somenhere topayfor wes to he healthy, she mekes 0 little from her deskjob that she Is
seriously considering fittin g altogether so se can fa lljy for aE-out welfare, In order to maintain
health earnestfor her 4 year old hoy.

That would not exactly cut costisfor the Alaskangovemment, now, would It?  w ait and sse how many
othersfollow suit if you are insensitive enough to pass this new rule.  And wait to sse how many ofyou are
re-elected by wormen

| wasgoing to more to Alaska myselfhit | kegpgetting more and nore Indications that the Alaskan
govemment is not exactly supportive of newfamilies.

Sincerely,

staccy G. StanclE “"H io) 468-3485 4 Lancewood Lane Baltimore, MD 21234

S-This is how we all know about It. EMAILS have been spanning the globe about it M
Faxto you s also bealngemal? to a Bul eAt‘Jn Boarg P Jied y

Tomorrow is the vote on whether Wes will loose his health insurance. House

bill 260 if adopted will decrease the Income eligibility from 200% over poverty level to 100% of
poverty level. |just make the cut off. John Coghill from North Pole( doesn’t he run the breast
cancer detention center) proposed this. |Just sent off my letters to Tom Brice and Jim Whitaker
and John Coghill explaining how Important this Isto my peace of mind and my son's health.
Public Opinion msgs ara aceoptod at (907) 452-dd48 Coghllic numbor 18774653719

Brice 465-3466 Whitaker 18774653004 Politicians! Freaks!
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Subject: HB 200 Dill/ Sugject

PJense enter into the record my testimony to the

My dearelected Representatives,

I am a Mental Health & Substance Abuse professional on the front lines In
Interior villages. | get the calls when teens are suicidal, and overy

once In awhile one of them pulls it off, ripping the fabric of a village

apart, sending ripples gf depression and despair through several

villages, resulting directly in more substance abuse and other forms of
abuse and neglect. This year | became aware of Denali KidCare and how to
get a kid In a life-threatening crisis on It Immediately and Into

quality, safe treatment. In Allakaket, this resulted In getting a kid the
whole village was sure was going to suicide, Into treatment and today

that kid Is doing well In aftercare and In the custody of family. In

studies of the cost-effectiveness of quality psychiatric and subBtance
abuse care, It has been shown that this treatment saves every bit as much
money as quality med/aurg care, preventing costlier problems later. This
has resulted In the rise of the Parity movement. Quite possibly saving

that kid's life hasi.”... plenty enough to Allakaket, Alatna, Hughes
and Huslla. Why is It Important to be the only state without a State

Child Insurance Program, a program that brings needed federal money to
Alaska? Most jobs In the nine (9) villages | visit have no insurance
benefits. Do we want to reinforce working or welfare? | see Fetal Alcohol
Syndrome everywhere | go in the Interior; do we want to prevent the
pregnant women, some of whom are FAS themselves, that most need health
and Dual-Diagnosis substance abuse care In order to to prevent this
uncurabie disaster, from the chance to get that care? | urge you to
continue this ray of hope. Thank you.

Dennis E. Hojna MSW, LCSW
Tanana Chiefs Conference

Yukon Tanana Counseling Services
Program Director/Clinician
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HES Committee
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

February 10, 2000

Gentlemen:

| am writing in opposition to HB297 which proposes to raise the threshold for
certificate of need (CON) from $1 million to $7 million. There are numerous
reasons this hbill should not be passed. However, | believe the bill should be
opposed because the long-term result of its passage would be reduced access to

quality healthcare by Alaskans.

First, it should be noted that this hill represents de facto repeal of the CON law
for healthcare expenditures since most services other than construction of an
inpatient hospital can be established for less than $7 million.

Proponents of this hill state that it will promote competition and improve
healthcare. Such reasoning is flawed relative to the delivery of healthcare,
because the healthcare market is not a free market. Laws and regulations
require hospitals to treat any patient presenting in the emergency room. In
addition, hospitals treat indigent patients and those covered by government
programs (such as Medicare and Medicaid) which typically pay less than
commercial insurance plans. It is the margins generated by commercially
insured patients that allow the state’s hospitals to treat the indigent citizens of
Alaska and those for whom payment is highly discounted.

The "competition” that would be fostered by this hill would be subject to neither
the regulations nor the mission of community benefit that govern most hospital
operations. For example, a group of physicians could open an ambulatory
surgery center without a CON and would, through selective self-referral, send
commercially insured patients to their center while using the hospital to perform
surgeries on patients for whom payment would be inadequate. It is my
understanding that the main citizen supporter of this hill envisions a similar
scenario with him as developer of such a surgery center.

515 1. DALILIA ST, P.0. BOX PALMER, AKWM5 (9(17) 7dMtou0



The result of such *tompetition" would be erosion of the financial health of
Alaska’s hospitals, culminating in elimination of unprofitable services and hospital
closures.  Access to the highest quality healthcare would then become
unavailable to those lacking the financial resources to pay.

Do not give in to the greed of certain individuals who would profit form this
legislation. Do not limit access to high quality healthcare services to Alaskans.
Do not pass HB297.

Sincerely,

Wilson P. Patteson il
V/P- Finance



1 g

Feb 09 00 04: Up Community Health Planning 907-352-2920

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into me record my testimony to me ) {jrtilw & C .
committee name

committee on , __, dated _
pitf/supject

Signed: Arhafry Cy&"br"L.
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
Address

Pnone No.

1M UoSUtrt miorsace (L

10d 9vVZEl 000c 01 Q9J 1?S8t7-cSE-«i06:*ej saajnosay ueiunn



February 10,2000

Working in a local healthcare institution and living in the Mat-Su Valley, | am concerned with House Bill
297 currently before you. The Certificate of Need process assists in controlling unneeded health
expenditures and minimizes excessive duplication of services for the public.

Llived and worked in the state of Arizona years ago when they did not have a certificate of need process.
The result of this was uncontrolled buildiDg with multiple duplication of services within blocks of one
another. Numerous acute carc hospitals and freestanding surgical and imaging centers were constrycted.
\What was felt to be a positive change for increasing choice for the consumer, Ultimately ended in disaster
for those consumers with insufficient or no insurance. The freestanding medicallclinical centers accepted
only patients with commercial insurance, deﬁletlng these customers from the acute care hospitals. This left
the Medicaid, Medicare, and self-pay, and charity cate customers seeking service at the hospitals with an
insufficient ‘balance’ of commercial insurance cUstomers to meet expenses. The result? Numerous
hospital clogures, the elimination of many wonderful charity care i)rograms and services to the community,
and for-profit centers satisfying their stockholders. The same could happen in ourcommunlt%/. Ifit does,
many of the mission-oriented programs will be eliminated. These programs address the greater health of

our community in many tangible ways.

Although the current Certificate of Need process in our state isn’t perfect, it’s certainly better the way it is
than raising the threshold to S7 million or eliminating the process entirely. | thank you for your
consideration ofmy comments.

Patsy Crofford ,
VP, Employee Development & Resource Services

Valle HosFitaIAssomatlon
515 E. Dahlia, Palmer, AK 9%6*15

(907) 352-48%5
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Cliairman and Members of (lie House Health, Education, and Social Sendees Committee,

My name isPatriciaMacPikc. Ihave two reasons for testifyirg before you today. The first and most
important istrat my daughtter aurrently receives health coverage from (IlieDenali Kid Care Program
(OKC). The second reason istrat Iwork with severely emotional ly disturbed childrenwho arc able t©

receive vital sendees through being DK C  recipiants.

Personal ly and Professionslly itsaddens me that the issue to terminate the DKC Program iseven up for
consiideration.  As a parent, ..children™s mental health associate and a child advocate 1 feel itisvital o the

health of Alaska™s chilldren and economy to maintain the DKC Program.

DKC allons many hard working families the privilege to continue working without the added stress of
paying unwieldy medical bills or foregoing taking their child to the doctor due t an irebility to pay.
Certain professionals do not acoept DK C because it isnot aost effective. Did you know that there arc no
dentists in Sitka who acoept Medicaid because itdocs not cover threirexpenses? Think ofall the children at
the poverty leel in Sitka alone who go without vital dental assistance because the families en™tafford it

Added t thisdi lemma would be the severely emotional ly disturbed chilldrenwho would no longer receive
the vital servicss they need to keep them from being institutiaalized.  SitkaMental Health Clinic currently
senes 16 severely emotional ly disturbed chilldren.  Hyour proposal passes only 3 childrenwould be
eligible for sarviass. This would also mean that the agency would have to lay offapproximately 10 people
who work either fulll or part=time. 1can assure you this isonly a small portion of children, families, and
employees acruoss the state, who willl be alfoctad.

Iwould now like to shift gears and give you a personal story.

My daughter, Hannah, faces challlenges which require physical therggy. My husband, who isa slate
employee, isonly eligible for insurance coverage for five months of theyear.  Hwc should choose to keep
this limited coverage itwould cost $586.00 per morith.  Based upon the pure economics, this isasst
prchibitive. Our only gotion, as Hannah has a pre-existing condition, ittc dotain DKC toassistwith her
therapy billswhich average over $2000 per year. Please note thisdocs not include doctor™s visits for car
infectians, accidents, datal, etc.

My husband and 1both work very hard. 1would encourage you 1o look at the expenses for raising one
dild inthisstale. Chilld care alone costs between $475-$680 per month. Add this cost to health insurance.
$586 per month, and your average aost per month is$ 1187 dollars. This isequal toover 50% of my
monthlly ret income. This docs not even take into account the aost of ratt, food, student laas, etc.

It sicial thet the DK C Program remain intect. DK C buys a farmore important insurance then just health
cre. DKC ensures ttet my chilld and many others will receive the necessary services they need to become a
productive member of sciety.

Ithank you for your time and energy you will give 1o this isse. lencourage you on behalfofmy childand
the many other DK C recipients 1o mairntain or incresse the acurnrertt level of funding and support for the

Denali Kid C.arc Program.

Show the chilldren of Alaska you care about them and thelir futre. Support the DKC Program.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

HQu™e Comm<ttE~oal h &Alth,

n. c e . . EVdCATted /?/VE _SGartL C/r<
PJense enter mto the record my testimony to the
] Ua ms Commiilfce Nanre
Committeecji _ . . Dated 2.-£ 0Cj
Subject: HB 280 Dill /Subjec'[

My dear elected Representatives,

lam a Mental Health & Substance Abuse professional on the front lines in
Interior villages. lget the callswhen teens are suicidal, and evory

once inawhile one of IThem pulls Itoff, ripping the fabric of a village

apart, sending ripples of depression and despair through several

villages, resulting directly inmore substance abuse and other forms of
abuse and neglect. This year lbecame aware of Denali KidCare and how to
get a kid In a life-threatening crisison timmediately and into

quality, safe treatment. InAllakaket. this resulted Ingetting a kid the
whole village was sure was going to suicide, Into treatment and today

that kid isdoing well in aftercare and In the custody of family. In

studies of the cost-effectiveness of quality psychiatric and substance
abuse care, ithas been shown that this treatment saves every bitas much
money as quality med/surg care, preventing costlier problems later. This
has resulted In the rise of the Parity movement. Quite possibly saving

that kids life has been worth plenty enough to Allakaket, Alatna, Hughes
and Huslia. Why is ItImportant to be the only state without a Stale

Child Insurance Program, a program that brings needed federal money to
Alaska? Most jobs in the nine (9) villages Ivisithave no insurance
benefits. Do we want to reinforce working or welfare? tsee Petal Alcohol
Syndrome everywhere lIgo in the interior; do we want to prevent the
pregnantwomen, some ofwhom are FAS themselves, that most need health
and Dual-Diagnosis substance abuse care Inorder to to prevent this
uncurable disaster, from the chance to get that care? lurge you to
continue this ray of hope. Thank you.

Dennis E. Hojna MSW. LCSW
Tanana Chiefs Conference

Yukon Tanana Counseling Services
Program Director/Clinician

SIGNED: lcsiald

chicVr (Jtm-ftytnrtcs / Y f c s
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HB260- Elimination of Denali KidCare

Subject: HB260 -Elimination of Denali KidCare
Date: Mon, 7 Feb 2000 09:16:55 -0900

From: "Al & Barb" <turnings@gci.net>
To: <RepresentativeJFred_Dyson@legis.slate.ak.us>

1urge you to oppose thisHB260. 1do not receive Denali KidCarc, but Ibeliee itisan extrenely valugble program. This
expanded health insurance for chilldren and pregnant women s both aost-effective and compassionate, so itshould be supported
by both lisal conservatives and scoial liberaks.

2/8/00 10:55 AM
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MB 260

Subject: HB 260
Date: Mon, 7 Feb 2000 19:34:46 -0900

From: Dennis E Hojna <dhojna@juno.com>
To: Representative Fred Dyson@legi.s.st.Ue.ak.us,Representative John _Coghill@legi5i.state.ak.us,

Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us,Representative_Caii_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Jim Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us,Representative_Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us,
representative_allen_kemplin@legis.state.ak.us

My dear elected Representatives,

I am a Mental Health & Substance Abuse professional on the front lines 1in
Interior villages. 1 get the calls when teens are suicidal, and every
once in awhile one of them pulls it off, ripping the fabric of a village
apart, sending ripples of depression and despair through several

villages, resulting directly in more substance abuse and other forms of
abuse and neglect. This year 1 became aware of Denali KidCare and how to
get a kid in a life-threatening crisis on it immediately and into

quality, safe treatment. 1In Allakaket, this resulted in getting a kid the
whole village was sure was going to suicide, into treatment and today
that kid is doing well in aftercare and in the custody of family. 1In
studies of the cost-effectiveness of quality psychiatric and substance
abuse care, it has been shown that this treatment saves every bit as much
money as quality med/surg care, preventing costlier problems later. This
has resulted in the rise of the Parity movement. Quite possibly saving
that kid"s life has been worth plenty enough to Allakaket, Alatna, Hughes
and Huslia. Why 1is it important to be the only state without a State
Child Insurance Program, a program that brings needed federal money to

Alaska? Most jobs 1in the nine (9) villages 1 visit have no insurance
benefits. Do we want to reinforce working or welfare? 1 see Fetal Alcohol
Syndrome everywhere 1 go in the Interior; do we want to prevent the
pregnant women, some of whom are FAS themselves, that most need health
and Dual-Diagnosis substance abuse care in order to to prevent this
uncurable disaster, from the chance to get that care? | urge you to

continue this ray of hope. Thank you.

Dennis E. Hojna MSW, LCSW
Tanana Chiefs Conference

Yukon Tanana Counseling Services
Program Director/Clinician

YOU"RE PAYING TOO MUCH FOR THE INTERNET!
Juno now offers FREE Internet Access!
Try it today - there"s no risk! For your FREE software, visit:

http://dl .www.iuno.com/aet/tagj.

2/8/00 10:59 AM
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HB2GO -Denali Kid Care

Subject: HB260 -Denali Kid Care
Date: Tue, 8 Feb 2000 06:10:10 -0900
From: "Nicholas Charles" <ncharles@matnet.com>
To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@iegis.state.ak.us>

I am urging you to stop HB260 from being passed into lav;. If you pass this
bill it would effectively eliminate the Denali Kid Care program so vital to
working parents like myself with no health benefits for my children. | am a
stakeholder on this 1issue. | have children I wouldn"t be able to afford to
provide medicine, therapy and treatment that they need. My income 1is
marginal, 1 have a mortgage, car payments, other loans, household bills to

pay. We are practically at the borderline. And, my employer doesn®t have any

coverage because we are so small that even trying to get limited coverage 1is

simply unaffordable for the organization. Because of the condition of two of
my special needs children the premiums would be extremely high. To top it
off my wife and 1 are in school. I am taking full-time credits through the
University of Alaska to get a degree and my wife is in training so that she
can become qualified for a job. 1 work very hard to support my family. But
as hard as | am working, I am still not able to afford insurance on my own
for my kids. | don®"t think that 1 am the only parent with special needs
children that will be affected by this. 1 understand that across the

country, all the other states are providing coverage for parents without
insurance for their children. |If Alaska were to eliminate the eligibility of

children who are 1in similar situations as myself, it will have the honor of
being the only state in the union without a children®s insurance program.

The program is cost effective and brings in a significant amount of federal
dollars to the state. | understand that the program is funded primarily with
federal dollars and a small amount of state dollars. Cutting it would amount
to a huge loss of federal funds for health care ( 72 cents of every dollar
spent on Denali KidCare is federal funds). With the state"s fiscal budget
deficit, you don"t start dealing with it by cutting off other sources of
revenue, particularly programs like Denali Kid Care. You have to look at it
in real terms. It brings federal health care revenue for the state, and with
a small state investment, helps to cut future health care costs. It makes
absolutely no sense to cut a program that brings 1in outside federal funds.
Because you would be creating higher future health care costs and put more
people into welfare. You don"t need to add to the state®s budget deficit by
eliminating this program. | am urging you to do the right and sensible thing
today at your House HESS meeting by not passing HB 260.

2/8/00 11:06 AM
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Subject: HB 260
Date: Tue, 8 Feb 2000 08:54:09 -0900
From: Dick Wilson <dw99S35@worldnet.att.net>
To: "Dyson, Fred" <Representative Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

Please help kill HB 260.

This bill would deny health insurance for children in low and
moderate income families. |If it passes, the state will economically

destroy many families.

Even high-income families, 1if uninsured, can be economically
devastated if a child has a serious accident or develops a serious

physical or mental 1illness. Alaska should join the other state that
are working toward universal health insurance coverage for children.
Higher-income families should pay for the insurance, but to deny

access to insurance is short sighted.

I worked on both national and state committees seeking to provide

health insurance for children. The Denali KidsCare 1is a good deal for

children, families and the state.

Primary 1 have been working to improve early identification and
20 percent of our children that have psychiatric

treatment for the
urged these

disorders. The National Institutes of Health have
programs since the mid-1980, but Alaska does not as yet have
effective programs. Having good health insurance coverage 1is critical
to developing these services, which commonly have very positive
benefit/cost ratios - anywhere from 3 to 1 to 13 to 1.

It costs the state a lot of money to not have universal health
insurance for children. Don"t make matters worse!

Dick Wilson, President
NAMI of Sitka, Alaska
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HB 260
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Subject: HB 260
Date: Tue, 08 Feb 2000 10:18:46 -0900
From: Polly Smith <pkpsmith@alaska.net>
Organization: Anchorage Literacy Project
To: Representative Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

Representative Dyson:

I am asking you to oppose HB 260. As a former family literacy educator

and now as Director of IMPACT, an Even Start Family Literacy pProgranm,
I know health care insurance coverage is vital to the well being of
Alaska®"s chi“"dren and families. | know many families that are in the

workforce ari uneligible for Medicaid but have found security and safety

for their children through Denali Kid Care, the only way their children
could poss-bly have health coverage. Healthy children are eager and
ready to learn. I urge you to continue to provide for optimal learning

for all Alaskan children, please do not eliminate the Denali KidCare.

Polly Smith
Executive Director
Anchorage Literacy Project

2/8/00 1:57 PM
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Subject: House Bill 260
Date: Thu, 27 Jan 2000 16:57:07 AKST
From: "Rhonda Petrey"” <r_petrey@hotmail.com>
To: Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us
CC: Representative_Fred Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Representatives,

I am writing in reference to House bill 260. I have a great interest in the
livelihood of Denali KidCare. Not only am I employed by an agency who helps
several families in the community who have children with disabilities, and
who need screenings, tests, etc. I am also a former single mother who
worked to put myself through school to get a better job and support my two
wonderful children independently. I now have a permanent,full time job

I made the decision to remove myself from receiving ATAP and Food Stamp
benefits, feeling that | made enough money to support us on my own. It was
important for me to keep the medicaid benefits for my children, as my
employer at that time did not offer those benefits for my children.

I was recently married and there are 4 children between the two of wus. our
household income is too high for regular medicaid and the loss of Denali
KidCare would be devastating to us. To insure my family would cost me half
of my salary. My husband®s employer does not offer insurance.

This is a vital program for the children of Alaska. I understand that it
costs $472 per year to insure these children. | feel that this is a very
reasonable amount.

I don"t understand why you feel that the damage that could be done to
families like mine and other families simular to mine would benefit this
state. I will be paying very close attention to this issue and will fight

in whatever way | can to keep this very important progranm.

Sincerely,

Rhonda Crawford
P.0. Box 1524
Kenai, AK 99669

Get Your Private, Free Email at htto://www.hotmail.com

1/31/005:01 PM
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HB 260

Subject: HB 260
Date: Fri, 04 Feb 2000 13:13:43 AKST
From: "Norma Strickland" <normastrickland@hotmail.corn>

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us,Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us,Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Jim Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us,Represenlative_Tom Brice@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Allen Kemplen@legis.state.ak.us

WE MUST BE RESPONSIBLE. Children must always receive whatever help the State

can give to ensure the basics. HB 260 is irresponsible when you consider the

following:

* Health care insurance coverage is vital to the well being of Alaska“s

children.
* If HB 260 passed, Alaska would be the only state or territory in the

country without a state-sponsored child insurance program.
* Denali Kid Care coverage for our children is cost effective--only $472 per

year, per child, in state funds. Eliminating the program would result in a
huge loss of federal funds for health care - 72 cents of every dollarspent

on Denali KidCare is federal funds.

¢Denali KidCare helps working families who work in jobs with no benefits to
provide health care for their children. Denali KidCare also helpsfamilies
who are moving off welfare because they can still provide for their

children®"s health care needs.

* Coverage for pregnant women is important to ensure a health start for

Alaskan children.

I urge you to reconsider saving money in this fashion. 1In the end we pay

much more for a poor start.

Norma Strickland
790-2960

Get Your Private, Free Email at http://www.hotmail.conm
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