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m em orandum
DATE:
TO:
FROM:

27 January
HESS Committee Members
Michael G, Bricker MS, ICADC, CPC  - P rogram Director 
Kristine A. Bricker LCSW , NCAC-II - Clinical D irector 
Kuskokw im  Native Association Community  Counseling Cen ter 
House Bill 260RE:

Honorable Gentlemen:

This m emo invites you to question your conscience regarding HB 260. It is my understanding 
that the Bill would effectively elim inate the Denali K idCare Program . We have not read the Bill, 
nor do we p resume to be conversan t with all its ramifications. But several points invite due 
reflection:

❖ Historical experience in o ther States suggests that this type o f  supplementa l aid is 
cost-effective, and the reported cost in A laska o f $472/ch ild /year seems reasonab le . . .

❖ Particularly considering the well-documented costs o f  N OT  prov id ing such services. 
Preventing a single FAS birth requiring life-long State supports ( . . .con s id e r ing  not 
ju s t  Federal dollars for SSDI but the costs o f  Special Education , incarceration, multi- 
generational FAS/FAE e tc . . . )  in the hundreds o f thousands per child may put this in 
perspective.

❖ If we are already among the 8 bottom states in ou r Educational Ach ievemen t scores, 
and the Legislature has m andated a controversial Academ ic Benchmark  Test, how  do 
w e suppose HB 260 would enhance our ch i ld ren ’s ability to learn? It seems more 
likely to achieve the opposite.

❖ Think  o f a child with a diagnosed learning disability (for example , A ttention Defic it 
D isorder) who is unable to access the healthcare system  for appropria te medication.
If  she or he is ineligible for A laska Native benefits and o therw ise uninsured, how can 
the school system respond to the ch i ld ’s legally mandated special needs? (By the 
way, a m on th ’s supply o f  Ritalin costs roughly the equivalent o f  3 hours wages for a 
Special Education A ide .. .p re t ty  cheap!)

♦♦♦ H ow  can we take care o f  the needs o f  the people o f  A laska (our perhaps naive
concept o f what Legislators and taxpayers are supposed to be d o in g . . . )  w ithou t caring 
fo r ALL o f  ou r children?

❖ W e understand the need to balance the State budget, hopefully w ithout doing 
politically unpopular things (like income tax). But is THIS really the best way to do 
it? It is perhaps cynical to suggest that, s ince kids d o n ’t vo te . . .o h , but the Legis la ture 
would  NEVER think that way. W ould  you?

HL Menken once said: “For every complex problem, there is a s imple an sw e r . . .and  it is 
W RO N G !” Please forgive us for having more questions than answers. We appreciate your time 
and due consideration.
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Dr. Mark Stauffer called to voice opposition to HB 260. He is a child and adolscent 
psychiatrist. He was working in Alaska both before and after Denali Kid Care. Under the 
program he sees many kids getting the treatment they need instead of being 'bandaided' 
together. Now many get residential or hospitalization treatment that they need. He feels 
it will also help the school violence problem. He is an Eagle River resident.

561-0044

Fred -

t of 1 1/27/2000 12:51 PM
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Oppose MB 260

Subject: Oppose H B  260

Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 08:03:31 -0900 
From: "Theresa and David Newell" < newell@alaska.net>

To: <Representative_FredJ?yson@legis.state.ak.us>

D e a r R e p re s e n ta t iv e  D y s o n :

M y w ife  a n d I w a n te d  to  le t y o u k n o w  th a t w e  a re  v e ry  o p p o s e d  to  H B  2 6 0 . D e n a li K id C a re  a s s is ts  A la s k a 's  m o s t 
v u ln e ra b le  c it iz e n s , a n d  w e h o p e  th a t y o u  w ill c o n t in u e  to  s u p p o r t th is  im p o r ta n t in s u ra n c e  p ro g ra m . P le a s e  
O P P O S E  H B  2 6 0 .

T h a n k  y o u .

D a v id  P . N e w e ll a n d  T h e re s a  L . N ew e ll 
7 0 5 0  S e re n ity  C irc le  
A n c h o ra g e , A K  9 9 5 0 2 -1 8 4 8  
9 0 7 -2 4 3 -9 2 2 9

1 of! 1/26/00 4:58 PM
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HB 260

Subject: H!t 260

Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 11:51:54 -0900 

From: Kathy Monday < kmonday@lifequest.org>
To: '"representative_Joe_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us'" < representative_Joe_Coghill@Iegis.state.ak.us> 

"'representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us'" < R epresentative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us 

'"representalive_Joe_Green@legis.atate.ak.us"' < representative_Joe_Green@legis.atate.ak.us>, 
'"representative_CarLMorgan@legis.state.ak.us'" < R epresentative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak. 

"'representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us'" < R epresentative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.al 

"'representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us'" < R epresentative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.al 

’"representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us>, 

"'representative_Allen_Kemplin@legis.state.ak.us'" <representative_Allen_Kemplin@legis.state

D e a r  s i r :

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v o i c e  my o p i n i o n  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  2 6 0 .
How c a n  o n e  j u s t i f y  t h e  s h u t t i n g  d o w n  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m ?  I  am n o t  a  w e l f a r e  
m o t h e r ,  n o r  d o  my h u s b a n d  a n d  I  s i t  a r o u n d  a n d  n o t  w o r k .

We c a m e  h e r e  s i x  y e a r s  a g o  t o  s t a r t  o u r  ow n  b u s i n e s s .  We c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  
i n s u r a n c e  t h e n ,  a n d  v/e c a n n o t  n o w .  W i t h o u t  D e n a l i  K i d c a r e ,  o u r  d a u g h t e r  
w o u l d  l a c k  b a s i c  m e d i c a l  c a r e  s u c h  a s  d e n t a l  c h e c k  u p s  a n d  e v e n  t h e  i n g r o w n
t o e  n a i l  p r o b l e m  s h e  h a d  a  m o n t h  o r  s o  a g o .

P l e a s e  r e c o n s i d e r  t h i s  p r o g r a m .  We a r e  h a r d  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  a  
l i v i n g  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  o u r  f a m i l y .  H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  a n  e m p l o y e r  d o e s  n o t  
p r o v i d e  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  ( b o t h  o f  o u r  e m p l o y e r s  d o n ' t )  t h e n  we  a r e  s t u c k .
(We a r e  n o  l o n g e r  i n  b u s i n e s s  f o r  o u r s e l v e s )

I  j u s t  h a d  s u r g e r y  i n  O c t o b e r  f o r  a  t u m o r  i n  my f a c e .  B e c a u s e  we m a d e  o n l y
$ 1 2 4 . 0 0  t o o  m u c h  i n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  O c t o b e r  o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  I  am s u p p o s e d  t o  p a y  
t h e  e n t i r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  b i l l .  I  j u s t  d o n ' t  s e e  h o w  a n y o n e  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  
d e c e n t  h e a l t h  c a r e  a n y m o r e .

P l e a s e  v o t e  i n  f a v o r  o f  KEEPING D e n a l i  K i d c a r e ,  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  m a n y  c h i l d r e n  
d e p e n d  o n  i t .
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  a  d i s c o u r a g e d  m o t h e r  a n d  e m p l o y e e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K a t h y  M o n d a y  
k m o n d a y @ m t a o n l i n e . n e t

1/27/00 9:58 AM
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House Hill 260

Sub je c t :  H ouse  Bill 260
Date : Wed, 26 Jan 2000 13:46:32 -0900

F rom :  M ichael N ew  & Diane Rossm iller <drossm il@ptia]aska.net>
To : Represen ta tive_Fred_Dyson@ legis .s ta te .ak .us , Represen ta tive_Joe_G reen@ leg is .s ta te .ak .us , 

Represen ta tive_A llen_Kemplen@ legis .s ta te .ak .us ,
Represcn ta tive_Tom_Brice@ leg is .s ta te .ak .us , Represen ta tive_John_Coghill@ leg is .s ta te .ak .us ,
R epresen ta tive_Carl_Morgan@ leg is .s ta te .ak .us ,
Represen ta tive_Jim_Whitaker@ legis .s ta te .ak .us

D e a r  C h a i r m a n  D y s o n ,

My n a m e  i s  D i a n e  R o s s m i l l e r .  My h u s b a n d  a n d  I  h a v e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  a l l  
o f  whom a r e
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m .  We 
e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m
i n  A p r i l  1 9 9 9 ,  w h e n  I  w a s  p r e g n a n t  w i t h  o u r  t h i r d  c h i l d ,  s o  I  a l s o  
r e c e i v e d  D e n a l i
K i d C a r e  p r e g n a n t  w om an  c o v e r a g e  f o r  a  b r i e f  t i m e .

We h a v e  l i v e d  i n  J u n e a u  f o r  f i v e  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s ,  a n d  a r e  c o - o w n e r s  o f  
t h e  J u n e a u
V e t e r i n a r y  H o s p i t a l .  My h u s b a n d  i s  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  a n d  I  w o r k  p a r t - t i m e  
a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a s
a  b u s i n e s s  o f f i c e  m a n a g e r .  O u r  b u s i n e s s  i s  t o o  s m a l l  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  
g r o u p  h e a l t h
i n s u r a n c e ,  a n d  we  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  p u r c h a s e  o u r  own  i n d i v i d u a l  h e a l t h  
i n s u r a n c e .
M i n i m a l  f a m i l y  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  w i t h  v e r y  h i g h  d e d u c t i b l e s ,  n o  
m a t e r n i t y
c o v e r a g e ,  n o  w e l l - b a b y  c a r e ,  n o  d e n t a l  c a r e ,  n o  e y e  c a r e ,  a n d  o n l y  
c a t a s t r o p h i c  c a r e
c o s t s  b e t w e e n  $ 8 0 0 - $ 1 2 0 0  p e r  m o n t h .  We s i m p l y  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t h i s .
D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  i s
o u r  s a f e t y  n e t  f o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n .

We f e e l  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o g r a m  i s  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  
p r o v i d e s  a n  e s s e n t i a l
s e r v i c e  t o  c h i l d r e n  a n d  e x p e c t a n t  m o t h e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  As  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e
p r o g r a m ,  w e  f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  m i s t a k e  t o  d e c r e a s e  
t h e  i n c o m e
e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  f r o m  200% t o  100% o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  p o v e r t y  
l e v e l . P e o p l e
w h o  a r e  a t  100% o f  t h e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l  h a v e  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  
a r e  e l i g i b l e .
T h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o g r a m  i s  t h a t  i t  r e a c h e s  w o r k i n g  
f a m i l i e s  w h o s e
c h i l d r e n  a r e  u n i n s u r e d .  We a r e  m i d d l e - c l a s s ,  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  p e o p l e  w h o ,  
l i k e  m a n y
o t h e r s  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  f a m i l i e s ,  d o  n o t  e a r n  e n o u g h  t o  p u r c h a s e  o u r  own 
h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e ,
d o  n o t  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  g r o u p  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  p l a n s  t h o u g h  o u r  
w o r k p l a c e s ,  a n d  y e t  h a v e
i n c o m e s  w h i c h  e x c e e d  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  M e d i c a i d  o r  o t h e r  
s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l l y  
f u n d e d  p r o g r a m s .

Wh e n  I  r e c e i v e d  p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  c o v e r a g e ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  s e e  my  m i d w i f e  
f o r  r e g u l a r
p r e n a t a l  c a r e  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  my u n b o r n  c h i l d .  M a n y  s t u d i e s  
h a v e  s h o w n  t h e
s a v i n g s  i n  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s  w h i c h  a r e  r e a l i z e d  w h e n  m o t h e r s  r e c e i v e

I of 2 1/27/00 9:56 AM
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HB2G0

Subject: H B 2 6 0

Date: Thu, 27 Jan 2000 07:25:47 -0900 

From: Dianne Register <dregister@lifequest.org>

To: '"representative John_coghill@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.i 

'"representative_fred_dyson@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Fred_Dyson @legis.state.ak.us> 

"'representativeJoe_green@legis.state.ak.us'" < Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us>, 

"'representative_carl_morgan@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.i 

’"representativeJim_whitaker@legis.state.ak.us"' < R epresentative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak 

"'representative_tom_brice@Iegis.state.ak.us'" < Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us>, 
’"representative_allen_kemplin@legis.state.ak.us"' < representative_allen_kemplin@legis.state.ak

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  C o g h i l l ,  D y s o n : G r .  e n ,  M o r g a n ,  W h i t a k e r ,  B r i c e ,  a n d  
K e r n p l i n :

I  am a g a i n s t  HB 2 6 0 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  
P r o g r a m  b y  r o l l i n g  b a c k  p r o g r a m  e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  1U0% o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  p o v e r y  
g u i d e l i n e s .  A s  a  s i n g l e  mom w h o  w o r k s  f u l l - t i m e  t o  s u p p o r t  my  c h i l d r e n
( w i t h  l i t t l e  h e l p  f r o m  t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  w h o  i s  i n  j a i l  f o r  t h e  s e x u a l  a b u s e  o f
f o u r  o f  o u r  d a u g h t e r s ) , I  d e p e n d  o n  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  t o  p r o v i d e  my  c h i l d r e n  
w i t h  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  a n d  w i t h  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s .  I ,  l i k e  m a n y  o t h e r  
s i n g l e  moms I  k n o w ,  w o r k  h a r d  t o  s u p p o r t  my  c h i l d r e n  b y  m y s e l f .  T h e  o n l y  
o t h e r  S t a t e  p r o g r a m  I  u s e  i s  E n e r g y  A s s i s t a n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  I  j u s t  c a n n o t  
a f f o r d  t h e  c o s t  o f  m e d i c a l  c a r e  a n d  t h e  c o u n s e l i n g  my c h i l d r e n  n e e d .  T h e y
w o u l d  e n d  u p  g o i n g  w i t h o u t  v i t a l  c a r e  s h o u l d  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  n o t  b e
a v a i l a b l e .  A n d  i f  I ,  a  s i n g l e  mom w i t h  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  
a n d  a  r e a s o n a b l y  g o o d ,  f u l l - t i m e  j o b ,  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  my 
c h i l d r e n ,  h o w  m u c h  m o r e  d o e s  t h e  s i n g l e  p a r e n t  w i t h o u t  m u c h  e d u c a t i o n  n e e d  
t h i s  h e l p  f o r  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  s h e  i s  c o m i n g  o f f  W e l f a r e  a n d
t r y i n g  t o  d o  a l l  s h e  c a n  t o  s u p p o r t  h e r  f a m i l y .

My c h i l d r e n ,  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  d e s e r v e  a  g o o d  s t a r t  i n  l i f e .  H e a l t h  
i n s u r a n c e  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  w e l l b e i n g  o f  a l l  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n .  I f  
c h i l d r e n  h a v e  a  h e a l t h y  s t a r t  i n  l i f e ,  b e g i n n i n g  v / i t h  p r e n a t a l  c a r e  f o r  t h e  
p r e g n a n t  m o t h e r  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  m e d i c a l  a n d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  d u r i n g  
c h i l d h o o d ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e c o m e  b e t t e r  c i t i z e n s  w h o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  
s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  m o r e  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  t o  
p r o v i d e  p r e v e n t i v e  c a r e  b e f o r e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  ( m e d i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h )  
b e c o m e  l a r g e r  a n d  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  a s  c h i l d r e n  m o v e  i n t o  t h e i r  t e e n a g e  a n d / o r  
a d u l t  y e a r s .  T h e  c o s t  i s  o n l y  $ 4 7 2  p e r  y e a r ,  p e r  c h i l d ,  i n  S t a t e  f u n d s ,  a s  
72  c e n t s  o f  e v e r y  d o l l a r  s p e n t  o n  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  i s  f r o m  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .
E l i m i n a t i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  c a u s e  A l a s k a  t o  l o s e  h u g e  a m o u n t s  o f  f e d e r a l  
d o l l a r s .  T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  l o s e  t h e s e  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  t o  
p r o m o t e  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n .

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  p a s s  HB 2 6 0 .  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n  d e s e r v e  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h i s .

D i a n n e  R e g i s t e r  
9 5 1  E .  C r e e k s i d e  # 2  
W a s i l l a ,  AK 9 9 6 5 4  
( 9 0 7 )  3 7 6 - 2 6 9 3  ( h o m e )
( 9 0 7 )  3 5 2 - 3 2 0 4  ( w o r k )
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House Bill 260

g o o d  p r e n a t a l  c a r e .
I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  
p r e g n a n t  w o m en  w i t h
t h i s  c o v e r a g e  t c  h e l p  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  a n d  t h e i r  b a b i e s  h a v e  s a f e  b i r t h s  
a n d  h e a l t h y  
b e g i n n i n g s .

We u r g e  y o u  n o t  t o  a m e n d  t h e  i n c o m e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
D e n a l i  K i d C a r e .
T h i s  p r o g r a m  b e n e f i t s  e v e r y o n e ,  n o t  j u s t  o u r  own  c h i l d r e n .  D e n a l i  
K i d C a r e  a l s o  g i v e s  u s
t r e m e n d o u s  p e a c e  o f  m i n d ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  i f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  b e c o m e  s e r i o u s l y  
i l l  o r  i n j u r e d ,
t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o g r a m .  P l e a s e  
d o  n o t  a m e n d  t h e
A l a s k a n  S t a t u t e s  a n d  d e n y  u s  m e a n i n g f u l  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  o u r  
c h i l d r e n .  T h e  m o n e y
t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  s p e n t  o n  i n s u r i n g  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  i s  m o n e y  w e l l  
s p e n t .

T h a n k  Y o u ,
D i a n e  R o s s m i l l e r  
8 8 4 4  N.  D o u g l a s  Hwy.
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 9 0 1  
t e l .  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 3 - 3 7 6 1
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Denali KidCnrc

Subject: Denali KicICare
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 22:46:12 -0900

From: Evangeline Beth Hoffman <p s c b h @ U A A . A L A S K A . E D U >

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us, Repicsentaiive_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us, 

representative_allen_keplin@legis.state.ak.us

D e a r  M e m b e r s  o f  H E S S :
I  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  e i t h e r  r e c o n s i d e r  o r  k i l l  H B 2 6 0 .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
y o u  w i l l  d o  m a n y  f a m i l i e s  a  g r e a t  i n j u s t i c e  b y  e l i m i n a t i n g  D e n a l i  
K i d C a i e .  T h i s  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  
A l a s k a ’ s  c h i l d r e n .  I f  t h i s  b i l l  p a s s e s ,  A l a s k a  w o u l d  b e  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  
o r  t e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  a  S t a t e  C h i l d  I n s u r a n c e  P r o g r a m .
D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i s  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  -  o n l y  $ 4 7 2  . p e r  
y e a r ,  p e r  c h i l d ,  i n  s t a t e  f u n d s .  E l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  r e s u l t  
i n  a  h u g e  l o s s  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  h e a l t h c a r e - 7 2  c e n t s  o f  e v e r y  d o l l a r  
s p e n t  o n  D e n a l i  K i d c a r e  i s  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .  We c a n  s p e n d  t h a t  m u c h  m o n e y  
o n  A l a s k a  c h i l d r e n  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  f o r  c o r p o r a t e  
w e l f a r e ,  t h i s  w o u l d  o n l y  b e  f a i r  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n .  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  h e l p s  
w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s ,  s u c h  a s  m i n e ,  w ho  w o r k  i n  j o b s  w i t h  n o  b e n e f i t s  t o  
p r o v i d e  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  D e n a l i  K l d C a r e  a l s o  h e l p s  
f a m i l i e s  w h o  a r e  m o v i n g  o f f  w e l f a r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n  s t i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s .  T h i s  c o v e r a g e  f o r  p r e g n a n t  w o m en  i s  
a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e n s u r e  a  h e a l t h y  s t a r t  f o r  A l a s k a  c h i l d r e n .  PLEASE DO 
NOT ELIMINATE HEALTH CARE FOR ALASKA CHILDREN.
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Subject:
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 17:21:16 -0500 (EST)
From : Phyllis Kiehl <pkiehl@pol.net>
To: Rcpresentative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

A s  a  p e d i a t r i c i a n ,  I  am  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  t h e  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  
D e n a l i  K i a C a r e  p r o g r a m .  I  s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  n o t  t o  p a s s  HB 2 6 0 .

I  h a v e  p a r e n t s  i n  my p r a c t i c e  w h o  h a v e  r e f r a i n e d  b o t h  f r o m  g e t t i n g
r e g u l a r  w e l l  c h i l d  c h e c k s  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  ( i m p o r t a n t  f o r  d i s e a s e  
p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  f o r  g o o d  h e a l t h  m a i n t e n a n c e ) , a n d  f r o m  s e e k i n g  c a r e  w h e n  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  i l l ,  b e c a u s e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s .  M a n y  h a v e  b e e n  
a b l e  t o  c o m e  i n  a n d  g e t  c h e c k - u p s  i n  t h e  p a s L  y e a r  s i n c e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  
I n s u r a n c e  b e c a m e  a v a i l a b l e .  H e a l t h  m a i n t e n a n c e  v i s i t s  a d d r e s s  h e a l t h y  
l i f e s t y l e s ,  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  d i s e a s e - c a u s i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ;  t h e y  p r o v i d e  
b e h a v i o r a l  c o u n s e l i n g  w h i c h  c a n  n o t  o n l y  b e n e f i t  s o m e  c h i l d r e n  i n  
f o s t e r i n g  e m o t i o n a l  h e a l t h y  g r o w t h  a n d  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  b u t  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  
p r e v e n t  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  b e h a v i o r s  t h a t  m a y  o t h e r w i s e  r e a d i l y  l e a d  
t o  c h i l d  a b u s e ,  i n j u r y  b o t h  p h y s i c a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d  t h e  c o s t s  o f  
s u c h  b e h a v i o r s  o n  s o c i e t y  ( o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  p a r e n t s  a n d  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n
w h o  g r o w  u p  t o  c o n t i n u e  u n h e a l t h y  i n t e r a c t i o n s ) .

D e s p i t e  t h e  a b s u r d  c o m m e n t a r y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s  b y  
f o r m e r  A n c h o r a g e  m a y o r  ( a n d  i n s u r a n c e  a g e n t )  Tom F i n k ,  m a n y  f a m i l i e s  
t o d a y  j u s t  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  p u r c h a s e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e .  A n d  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  a l m o s t  1 / 3  . ,«y p e d i a t r i c  p r a c t i c e  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  p a t i e n t s  f o r
wh om M e d i c a i d  ( a s  D e n a l i  K i d c a r e  o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o g r a m )  i s  t h e  
p r i m a r y  p a y e r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h o s e  n u m b e r s  a r e  h i g h .

P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  f u n d ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r ,  D e n a l i  
K i d C a r e .  I t  i s  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  t h a t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  m a t c h e d  b y  f e d e r a l  
f u n d s ,  g i v i n g  u s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p e n d  l i t t l e  t o  g a i n  s u c h  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  o u r  f u t u r e .

T h a n k  you for you r  consideration of these comments.

P h y l l i s  K i e h l ,  M . D .

1/26/00 5:19 I'M
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HB 260

Subject: H B  260

Date: Tue, 25 Jan 2000 12:02:47 -0900 

From: "Jeri Lanier" <fcsajeri@mosqukonet.conr>>
To: "Tom Brice" <Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Pete Kelly" <Senator_Pete_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Mike Miller" < Senator_Mike_MilIer@legis.state.ak.us>,

"John Davies" <Represcntative_John_Davies@legis.state.ak.us>,
"John Coghill" < Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Jeannette Janies" < Representative_Jeannette_James@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Jim Whitaker" cRepresentative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Gene Therriault" < Representative_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Gary Wilken" <Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: "Fred Dyson" <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

D e a r  S e n a t o r s  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,

I  am d i s a p p o i n t e d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  b i l l  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  w o u l d  
a f f e c t  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e .  HB 2 6 0  w o u l d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
c h i l d r e n  e l i g i b l e  f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n  A l a s k a .  Whe n  we  a r e  f i n a l l y  m a k i n g  
g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  i n  g e t t i n g  f a m i l i e s  o f f  o f  w e l f a r e  a n d  b a c k  i n t o  p r o d u c t i v e  
l i v e s  a n d  j o b s ,  t h i s  b i l l  c o m e s  a l o n g  t h a t  w o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  r e d u c e  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  w o r k .

J u s t  3 y e a r s  a g o ,  I  w a s  a  s i n g l e  p a r e n t  r a i s i n g  3 k i d s  o n  a  m i n i m u m  w a g e  
j o b .  I  m a d e  h o u s e  p a y m e n t s ,  k e p t  u p  w i t h  f o o d ,  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  n e c e s s i t i e s .  
T h e r e  w a s  n o  e x t r a  f o r  a n y  l u x u r i e s  s u c h  a s  d o c t o r s  b i l l s .  I  h a d  2 s p e c i a l  
n e e d s  c h i l d r e n .  I  m a d e  $ 1 3 . 0 0  a  m o n t h  t o o  m u c h  t o  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  m e d i c a i d .  
I  h a d  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  b e i n g  h o n e s t  a n d  h a r d w o r k i n g  a n d  m a k i n g  i t  o n  my  o w n ,  
o r  s h o w i n g  my k i d s  t h e  e a s y  w a y  o u t .  I  c o u l d  h a v e  r e d u c e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
h o u r s  I  w o r k e d  o r  l i e d  a b o u t  a  c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s  a  w e e k  t o  r e c e i v e  m e d i c a i d .  
My d a u g h t e r ' s  p s y c h i a t r i c  n e e d s  w e r e  s u c h  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  o v e r  1 / 2  my 
t a k e  h o m e  p a y  w e e k l y  o n  a  s l i d i n g  f e e  s c a l e .  S o  s h e  d i d  w i t h o u t .  S a d l y  s h e  
s t i l l  n e e d s  c a r e ,  w h e n  i f  s h e  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  h e l p  s h e  n e e d e d  
t h e n ,  s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  m u c h  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  a d u l t .

I t  i s  a  p r o v e n  f a c t  t h a t  i f  c h i l d r e n  c a n  r e c e i v e  t h e  h e l p  t h e y  n e e d  a t  t h e  
f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  w h e t h e r  m e d i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  c h a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  i t  
w i l l  b e  m u c h  l e s s  c o s t l y  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  a r e  
p r o v i n g  t o  b e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  d o l l a r s ,  b u t  a l l
t h a t  t e l l s  u s  i s  t h a t  p a r e n t s  c a n  f i n a l l y  g e t  t h e  h e l p  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  n e e d
e a r l i e r ,  w h e n  i t  i s  m o r e  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e ,  o r  f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  h e l p  a t  a l l .  
Ma ny  p r o v i d e r s  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  p r i v a t e  i n s u r a n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s h o r t  f a l l s  
i n  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  p a r i t y .  T h e  f e e s  o n  s l i d i n g  f e e  s c a l e  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y
a  p r o h i b i t i v e  f a c t o r  f o r  a  f a m i l y  t h a t  i s  b a r e l y  m a k i n g  i t  o n  l o w e r  p a y i n g
j o b s .

P l e a s e ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e ,  l o n g e r  t e r m  t r e a t m e n t  
i f  p e o p l e  l o o s e  w h a t  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o g r a m .  L e t ' s  n o t  
b e  s h o r t  s i g h t e d  w h e n  i t  c o m e  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n .  
T h a n k  y o u  
J e r i  L a n i e r

1 o il 1/27/00 10:15AM
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DO NOT ADOPT HB260

Subject: D O  N O T  A D O P T  IIB260 

Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 16:17:25 -0800 

From: " M D  Christenson" < dr.pinky@hotbot.com>

Organization: HotBot Mail (hltp://mail.hotbot.com:8(B

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Joe_Green@!egis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us,

Representat!/e_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us,

representative_allen_kemplin@legis.state.ak.us

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o g r a m .

N o r m a l  c o s t s  f o r  a  h o s p i t a l  b i r t h  a r e  h i g h  e n o u g h ,  n e t  t o  m e n t i o n  u n e x p e c t e d  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  u n f o r s e e n  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s .

F o r  f a m i l i e s  w i t h o u t  h i g h  p a y i n g  j o b s ,  o r  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e ,  t h e s e  c o s t s  c a n  b e  
c r i p p l i n g .

T h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o g r a m  i s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  i t s  3 t o  1 l e v e r a g i n g  o f  F e d e r a l  f u n d s ,  
a n d  p r e n a t a l  c a r e  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  m o s t  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  h e a l t h  c a r e  e x p e n d i t u r e .

I n  a l l  g o o d  c o n s c i e n c e ,  h o w  c o u l d  y o u  c u t  a  s u c c e s s f u l ,  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  n e e d e d  p r o g r a m ?

M i c h a e l  C h r i s t e n s o n  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  
9 0 7 . 7 8 9 . 2 0 9 6

H o t B o t  -  S e a r c h  s m a r t e r .  
h t t p : / / w w w . h o t b o t . c o m
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Subject: H B  260

Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 15:32:59 -0900

From: "Phillips, Tammy" < tphillips@altemativesmentalhlth.org>

To: "'representative_Fred_dyson@legis.state.ak.us"' <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us;

I  am o v e r w h e l m e d  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  D e n a l i  
K i d  C a r e  P r o g r a m  t h a t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  
C h i l d  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e  P r o g r a m  w a s  a d o p t e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  t o  p r o v i d e  h e a l t h  
c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  u n i n s u r e d  c h i l d r e n  i n  A m e r i c a .  T h e  o t h e r  4 9  s t a t e s  a n d  
t e r r i t o r i e s  h a v e  a d a p t e d  t h i s  p l a n  a n d  r e c e i v e  F e d e r a l  m o n i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
p r o g r a m .
I n  A l a s k a  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i s  o n l y  $ 4 7 2  p e r
y e a r / p e r  c h i l d  i n  s t a t e  f u n d s .  T h i s  i s  v e r y  l o w  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e
i n d i v i d u a l  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  o f f e r e d  b y  m o s t  e m p l o y e r s .  I  w o r k  f o r  a  
n o n - p r o f i t  a g e n c y  a n d  i t  w o u l d  c o s t  me  $ 2 7 5  e a c h  m o n t h  t o  c o v e r  o n e  c h i l d  
u n d e r  my i n s u r a n c e .  A M c D o n a l d ' s  w o r k i n g  p a r e n t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  c o v e r  
t h i s  c o s t  a n d  p r o v i d e  h o u s i n g  a n d  f o o d  m u c h  l e s s  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  v e h i c l e  i f  
t h a t  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s ,  h o m e  r e p a i r  a n d  u p k e e p .
P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  a s  y o u  s i t  i n  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  
y o u  m a k e  i m p a c t  p e o p l e  o n  a  p e r s o n a l  b a s i s .  A f a m i l y  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  ATAP 
f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  d u r i n g  a n  e n t i r e  l i f e t i m e .  I  a g r e e  t h a t  w e l f a r e  i s  n o t  m e a n t  
t o  b e  a  l i f e t i m e  c r u t c h .  D e n a l i  K i d  .’a r e  a s s i s t s  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  
t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  " w o r k i n g  w o r l d " .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  I  
h a v e  f r o m  l i s t e n i n g  t o  f a m i l i e s  a n d  e c o n o m i c  c o n c e r n s  i s  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  a r e
m o r e  w i l l i n g  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  w o r k  i f  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  b a s i c  s e r v i c e s  t o  a s s i s t
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  An e x a m p l e  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  f e m a l e  r a i s i n g  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d  
d o e s  n o t  r e c e i v e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r  o t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  f a t h e r .  I f  t h i s  
m o t h e r  i s  o n l y  e d u c a t e d  e n o u g h  t o  w o r k  f o r  m i n i m u m  w a g e ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  
i n c e n t i v e ?  S h e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  p a y  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  a n d  m e d i c a l / d e n t a l  i f  s h e  i s  
o f f  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  b u t  h e r  p a y c h e c k  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  h e r  w i t h  a n y  
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  i n c o m e  f o r  t h e  b a s i c  n e e d s  o f  t h e  c h i l d .  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  
f i l l s  t h i s  h o l e  i n  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  h e l p s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  A l a s k a  a r e  
p r o v i d e d  t h e i r  b a s i c  n e e d s .
I  u r g e  y o u  t o  v o t e  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  f u n d e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w a n t s  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a n d  
I  t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  s t a t e  f u n d i n g  i f  t h e  S t a t e  d e c i d e d  t o  
c a n c e l  t h i s  p r o g r a m .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Tammy P h i l l i p s ,  BSW
C a r e  C o o r d i n a t o r  S u p e r v i s o r
A l t e r n a t i v e s  C o m m u n i t y  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  C e n t e r

1/26/00 5:29 PM
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Subject: H B 2 6 0

Date: Wed, 26 Jan 2000 21:40:36 EST 
From: DiveNom e@ aol.com
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n :

I  w a n t  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  H B 2 6 0 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  c h a n g e  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  

g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e .  A s  o n e  w h o  w o r k s  w i t h  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a n  a r r a y  

o f  s e r v i c e s  t o  l o w  i n c o m e  c h i l d r e n ,  y o u t h  a n d  f a m i l i e s ,  I  k n o w  t h a t  i t  i s  

v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e e d e d  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  A s  t h e  C h a i r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  F o o d  C o a l i t i o n ,  w e  h a v e  s e e n  

t h a t ,  w h i l e  w e l f a r e  r e f o r m  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  m a n y  p e o p l e  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f i n d  

w o r k ,  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  t u r n  t o  f o o d  b a n k s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  

p a r e n t s  a r e  s t i l l  n o t  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  b a s i c  n e e d s ,  s u c h  

a s  c h i l d  c a r e  a n d  i n s u r a n c e ,  w i t h o u t  p r o g r a m s  s u c h  a s  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  a n d  t h e  

C h i l d  C a r e  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m .

W i t h  72% o f  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l

g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  b e i n g  o n l y  $ 4 7 2  p e r  y e a r  p e r  c h i . ' d ,

t h i s  s e e m s  l i k e  a  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  c a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  m e e t  s o m e  o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e

m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  A l a s k a  c h i l d r e n  a t  a  v e r y  l o w  c o s t .  T h i s  i s  a  s m a l l  a m o u n t

t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t o  g i v e  b a b i e s  o f  p r e g n a n t  t e e n s  a  

h e a l t h y  s t a r t  i n  l i f e .

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  r e d u c e  t h e  s t a t e  b u d g e t  b y  t a k i n g  a w a y  b a s i c  s e r v i c e s  d e s i g n e d  

t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  A l a s k a ' s  m o s t  n e e d y  p e o p l e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D o u g l a s  M c C o y

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

N o m e  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r ,  I n c .

PO  B o x  9 8

N o m e ,  A K  9 9 7 6 2

1/27/00 9:05 A M
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"Disanto, Diane" wrote:

Hi, I wasn't at Building Bridges, however I do have some information about 
Denali Kid Care, would you like me to send it to you?

 Original M essage-----
From: Rynnieva Moss [SMTP:Rynnieva_Moss@ legis.state.ak.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 26, 2000 11:54 AM 
To: diane_disanto@health.state.ak.us
Subject: Information wanted

Representative Coghill would like the information you supplied to
I Jan

McGillivary at Building Bridges.

Our fax number is 907-465-3258.

Thank you.
I

Rynnieva M oss
Legislative Aide for Rep. Coghill

Y e s , p le a s e .

1 of 1 1/26/00 3:23 PM
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Southcentral foundation
February 2 2 , 2 0 0 0

Honorable Fred Dyson, Chairman 
House Health Education and Social Services 
Alaska Sta-e Legislature 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182

RE: OPPOSITION T O  H B  260

Dear Representative Dyson:

The Southcentral Foundation is a non-profit health care organization o f Cook Inlet Region. Inc., which 
provides a wide range o f health care and related services to Alaska Natives and American Indians in 
Anchorage and the surrounding areas.

We are writing to express our opposition to HB 260., which would callously eliminate access to essential 
health care services for approximately 30 percent o f Alaska Native children. The bill proposes to lower 
eligibility from 200 percent o f poverty to 100 percent o f  poverty. The federal government funds 
Medicaid health coverage for the Alaska Native populations. C.H.I.P. (Children’s Health Insurance 
Program) provides access to health care coverage to children o f families that are employed but unable to 
afford insurance. According to the Alaska Department of Labor. Alaska Native children (0-19 years of 
age) make up 45 percent o f the total Alaska Native population.

Based on data from the Indian Health Service, Alaska Native health status is one o f the worst in the 
United States. The Alaska Native sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) rate is 2.5 times (306.6) the U.S. 
All Races (120.3) rate. The posinconafa! mortality' rate for Alaska Natives (6.9) is twice as high as for the 
U.S. All Races (3.1).

The ability o f  the Alaska health care system to adequately treat this at-risk population relies on Medicaid 
funding. The Indian Health Service funding we utilize can only meet a portion o f the health care needs of 
the Native community. The Denali KidCare Program offers a financially responsible avenue to address 
our health conditions and improve health status. Please consider the extremely adverse consequences to 
our at-risk children should this bill become law. We must speak for them; they are our future.

Sincerely.
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Written Testimony in opposition of H B  280

By Debra L. Shuey "

Have you ever tried to provide an income for a family of four and only are 
able to earn $20,000.00 per year? That is what the poverty level is for Alaska. 
What do you each of you earn in a year? Could you provide quality health care 
for your children at $20 ,000.00 per year?

Medical costs are at an all time high. What is a more important use of 
Federal money than to assure that our children will receive medical coverage not 
only for illness, but also for preventable service. For every dollar you 3pend, 
$0.72 comes from Federal money and only $0.28 cents comes from state 
general fund. Families that have health care coverage wilt receive well- 
baby/well-child care, adequate immunizations, and have health care problems 
discovered early which mean less medical costs in the long term.

Prenatal care is the single most cost-effective health care expenditure. 
Through education and medical visits, children are assured a healthier start.

Unemployment may be down, but what is the income level for those that 
are employed. Many people are not employed and are just not counted any 
more. There have been lower paying jobs available such as Wal-Mart that does 
employ people, but how does that income compare with ARCO?

Developing a loan program for families that are working and incur medical 
expenses i9 not an answer. When medical treatment is needed, it is usually 
costly and you can never make enough to pay your house payment, yet alone a 
loan. If a child has a developmental disability or a terminal illness, that loan 
would be so great and each time you pay it, the memories flood back.
Sometimes in life, families are dealt difficulties that are overwhelming and they 
had no choice. What is wrong with helping these families that are trying as hard 
as they can and have a rough time?

Before you ever consider cutting this medical insurance for pregnant 
women and children, think of the families in your own community that it will effect. 
Put a neme and a face to that dollar amount. Are you willing to be a part of a 
child not receiving medical care and possibly dying? Or what about a child 
having complications from a disease that they could have had an immunization, 
like chicken pox, but the parents couldn’t afford the shot. Or what about the child 
that can’t eat because their teeth are so rotten. Think about the child that is 
failing in school and the reason is poor eyesight.

By shutting off medical care to all of these families you are also limiting the 
changes that can occur through contact with medical professionals. Education is 
a big part of medical care. When pregnant women are at a doctor's office they 
are learning and communicating and hopefully seeing alternatives to what is 
happening in their lives. Medical care is more than a shot or a pill.
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: H o u s e  U m - T H j  ' m , n o e s .  3 ^  ,

M y  n a m e  is Sandie Gilbert, Patient Access Manager and Denali Kid Care Coordinator for 

SouthEast Alaska Regional Health Consortium.

I a m  submitting m y  testimony against H B  260.

W h e n  Denali Kid Care began in March 1999, S E A R H C  expanded upon S e  State’s 

efforts in enrollment. W e  saw an opportunity for native children and pregnant w o m e n  

w h o  fit in this expanded health insurance program to remove any financial barriers from 

accessing a health care delivery system; especially in hard to reach or rural areas.

S E A R H C  has quickly completed a comparative analysis of Medicaid patients seen at our 

Mt. Edgecumbe Hospital facility. W e  compared March through September 1998 data to 

similar months in 1999. Pediatric ambulatory visits rose from 393 in 1998 to 2,223 visits 

in 1999.

i
The impact was tremendous. Denali Kid Care offers services that S E A R H C  does not 

provide. For example, D K C  offers travel &  lodging for patients w h o  need to be seen by a 

specialist, dentist, hearing exams, Outpatient Mental Health counseling. It allows 

pregnant w o m e n  to come from the villages to the hospital more frequently for prenatal 

ci're and counseling to insure a healthy child. It gives w o m e n  the option to be seen at a 

hospital where more services are provided than at a village health clinic. Denali Kid Care 

provides coverage for a n e w  mother up to six weeks after birth in case of complications 

or request for sterilization. This means for those non native w o m e n  carrying a native 

child; aftercare is not an issue. A n d  these newborns can be covered from birth: well 

baby checks, school physicals, immunizations until he/she reaches the age of 19.

S E A R H C  beneficiaries enrolled under this program costs the State of Alaska N O T H I N G !

The Federal government matches this funding at the 1 0 0 %  rate for additional Native 

people covered by Denali Kid Care and served at tribal facilities. A s  you are aware, one 

of the benefits for the State to develop its C H I P  program was the federal match money 

and is at very little cost to the State’s budget

S E A R H C  uses these medicaid funds to help supplement our Indian Health Service 

compact funds to expand and improve our current health care services. W e  are not fully 

funded by the Indian Health Service for our health care delivery system.

W e  are shocked and surprised of the about-face by legislators for recommending change 

to such a vital program for our children! It makes good fiscal sense to continue Denali 

Kid Care and to ensure healthy Alaskan children and pregnant women.

Thank you for your time to allow m e  to express our concerns.

9 h ( r  ? j 9 &
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Organization: Family Centered Services of Alaska

To: "Allen Kemplen" < Representative_AUen_Kemplen@legis.state.ak.us>, 

"Carl Morgan" < Representative_Carl_Morgan@Iegis.state.ak.us>,

"Fred Dyson" < Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Jim Whitaker" < Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>,

"Joe Green" < Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us>,

"John Coghill" < Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>,

" T o m  Brice" < Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us>

 -------  O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e  ---------
Fr om :  w i l d w e s t  <w i l d w e s t @ m o s q u i t o n e t . com>
To:  < f c s a j e r i @ m o s q u i t o n e t . c o m >
S e n t :  S u n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  2 0 0 0  6 : 2 8  AM 
S u b j e c t :  H B  2 6 0  , T e s t i m o n y

> M y  n a m e  i s  T r a c y  P o l s ,  I  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  N o r t h  P o l e  A K  s i n c e  1973. B o t h  o f
> m y  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b o r n  h e r e .  I  h a v e  w o r k e d  s t e a d y  s i n c e  t h e  a g e  o f  14 ,
>  17 o f  t h o s e  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  e m p l o y e r . I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  o n  w e l f a r e !
> N o t  o n e  o f  m y  j o b s  h a s  e v e r  o f f e r e d  m e d i c a l  I n s .  I n  1993 m y  s o n  w a s
> d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  s e v e r e  f r o n t a l  l o b e  b r a i n  d a m a g e .  M y  s o n  t a k e s  t h e s e
> m e d i c a t i o n s  d a i l y  s o  h e  c a n  f u n c t i o n ,  DEPAKOTE 750 MG, ZYPREXA  10 MG,
> CYLERT  75 MG, TRAZODONE 200 MG, C LO N O D IN E  .3  MG , t h e s e  m e d i c a t i o n s  h a v e
> t o  b e  m o n i t o r e d  c l o s e l y ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  r e g u l a r  D r .  v i s i t s  a n d  l a b  w o r k  t o
> c h e c k  p o s s i b l e  s i d e  e f f e c t s  s u c h  a s  l i v e r  d a m a g e .
> M y  s o n  c a n n o t  f u n c t i o n  i n  a  m a i n s t r e a m  e n v i r o n m e n t . He i s  i n  a  s p e c i a l
> E d  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  h a s  t o  h a v e  c o n s i s t e n t  h i g h  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  c o n s t a n t
> s u p e r v i s i o n  . T h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  I  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g , I t  w a s
> i m p o s s i b l e  t o  w o r k  a n d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h im  a l s o .  I t  i s  v e r y  h a r d  f o r  a n y o n e
> e l s e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h im ,  m o s t l y  t h e y  l a c k e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  a l s o ,  a l m o s t
> t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  t h e i r  f a t h e r  d i e d .  I  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
>  h o u s e  h o l d  o n  S S I  D e a t h  B e n e f i t  w e  r e c e i v e  m o n t h l y  ( y o u  c a n  n o t  r e c e i v e
> S S I  D i s a b i l i t y  a n d  h a v e  a  D e a t h  B e n e f i t  o r  T r a d e  o n e  f o r  t h e  o t h e r . )
>  L a s t  s u m m e r  m y  7 1/2 y e a r  o l d  d a u g h t e r  w a s  b r u t a l l y  s e x u a l l y  a s s a u l t e d
> b y  a  n e i g h b o r  h o o d  b o y  . H e  w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  2 n d  d e g r e e  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t
>  w h i c h  t e l l s  y o u  h o w  s e v e r e  t h e  a t t a c k  w a s .  D u e  t o  t h e  T r a u m a  s h e  w a s
> a d m i t t e d  t o  C h a r t e r  N o r t h  H o s p i t a l  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  D i a g n o s e d  w i t h
> s e v e r e  P T S D , ( p o s t  t r a u m a t i c  s t r e s s  d i s o r d e r )  S h e  r e q u i r e d  l o n g  t e r m
> r e s i d e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  . S h e  w e n t  t o  S u n H e a l t h  Y o u t h  T r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  i n
> S e a t t l e  WA . S h e  w a s  t h e i r  t w o  m o n t h s  a n d  h e r  t r e a t m e n t  w a s  j u s t
> b a s i c a l l y  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  w h e n  t h e y  w e n t  b a n k r u p t .  M y  d a u g h t e r  i s  b a c k
> i n  C h a r t e r  N o r t h  H o s p i t a l  a w a i t i n g  a  v a c a n c y  i n  V i r g i n i a  t o  s t a r t  h e r
>  t r e a t m e n t  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .  M y  d a u g h t e r  w i l l  n e e d  e x t e n s i v e  a f t e r  c a r e
> w h e n  h e r  t r e a t m e n t  i n  V i r g i n i a  i s  c o m p l e t e d .  W e e k l y  t h e r a p y  a n d
>  m e d i c a t i o n  m o n i t o r i n g .  S h e  w i l l  b e  p l a c e d  i n  a  s p e c i a l  e d .  c l a s s r o o m
> w h e n  s h e  r e t u r n s  t o  s c h o o l  d u e  t o  h e r  P T S D . R e c o v e r y  w i l l  b e  l o n g  t e r m .
> H e r  p r e s e n t  m e d i c a t i o n  t o  h e l p  h e r  e m o t i o n a l  s t a t e  i s  L I T H A B ID  300 m g ,
>  P A X C IL  10 m g ,  R E S P E R ID O L  .1 m g  , a n d  s h e  h a s  b e e n  o n  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
> f o u r  o t h e r  m e d i c a t i o n s  f o r  d e p r e s s i o n  a n d  a n x i e t y  i n  5 m o n t h s  . I t s
>  t r i a l  a n d  e r r o r  u n t i l  t h e y  f i n d  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  t h a t  i s  b e n e f i c i a l . T h e
> m e d i c a t i o n s  m y  c h i l d r e n  a r e  o n  i s  $ 639 .57 a  m o n t h  t h i s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a
> p r o b l e m  e x c e p t  t h e  g o o d  L o r d  r e q u i r e s  u s  t o  e a t .  We h a v e  b e e n  o n  D e n a l i
> K i d  C a r e  s i n c e  d a y  o n e .  I  F i l l e d  o u t  a n d  s e n t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e  s a m e
> d a y  t h e y  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e . I t  w a s  t r u l y  a  G o d  s e n d  t o  m y  f a m i l y .  T o  K no v•/
> t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  t h e  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  t h e y  n e e d  i n s t e a d  o f  d o i n g
>  w i t h o u t  , w h i c h  i s  e n c o m p r e h e s i b e ,  B u t  h o w  d o  y o u  h e l p  y o u r  c h i l d r e n
> w h e n  y o u r  f i n a n c e s  a r e n ' t  e n o u g h  t o  c o v e r  c o s t s  . l ' h i s  w a s  b e f o r e  m y
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> d a u g h t e r s  a s s a u l t  a n d  I  w a s  a l r e a d y  c h a r g i n g  g r o c e r i e s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f
> t h e  m o n t h  , A l l  m y  s a v i n g s  h a d  l o n g  b e e n  d e p l e t e d  t o  p a y  j u s t  m y  s o n s
> m e d i c a l ,  w e r e  s o m e  f o r t u n a t e  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  m e d i c a l  i n s .  T h e y  h a v e  t h e
> o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d o  w h a t e v e r  w i t h  t h e i r  P FD  m o n e y  , a l l  o f  o u r s  w e n t  a n d
> g o e s  t o  m e d i c a l .  L a s t  y e a r  a l l  t h r e e  w e n t  t o  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  t o  s e e  m y
> d a u g h t e r  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  t h e  T r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  i n
> S e a t t l e .  N o w  s h e  i s  g o i n g  t o  V i r g i n i a  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  . I  h a v e  n o  e a r t h y
> I d e a  o f  h o w  I ' l l  b e  a b l e  t o  s e e  h e r  . M y  m a i n  w o r r y  i s  i f  m y  c h i l d r e n
> d o  n o t  h a v e  D e n a l i  K i d  c a r e  w h i c h  e n a b l e s  t h e m  t o  h a v e  t h e  t r e a t m e n t
> t h e y  s c  d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n  t o  t h e m .  I  w o u l d  a s s u m e
> t h e  S t a t e  o f  A k  w o u l d  r a t h e r  t h e m  f u n c t i o n  a n d  b e  p r o d u c t i v e  m e m b e r s  o f
> t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  . W h i c h  i s  w h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a s  t h e y  m a t u r e
> a n d  d e v e l o p  c o p i n g  s k i l l  , b u t  t h i s  w i l l  t a k e  t i m e .  I  am  t o t a l l y
>  c o m m i t t e d  t o  m y  c h i l d r e n ' s  w e l l  b e i n g  , a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  h a d  c o n t a c t  w i t h
>  m e c a n  a t t e s t  t o  t h a t ,  t h i n g s  h a p p e n  t h a t  a r e  o u t  o f  o u r  c o n t r o l ,  s u c h
>  a s  m y  c h i l d r e n  ' s  d i s a b i l i t i e s , I  h a v e  n o  c o n t r o l  o v e r  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  ,
> B u t  I  p r a y  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  w ho  d o  w i l l  n o t  s a c r i f i c e  m y  c h i l d r e n  a n d
> o t h e r s  t o  n o t  b e  t h e  b e s t  t h e y  c a n  b e .  M y  c h i l d r e n  c a n  n o t  f u n c t i o n
> w i t h o u t  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  I  h a v e  a  f e a r  i n  t h e  p i t  o f  m y  s t o m a c h  t h a t
>  h a s  b e e n  t h e i r  d a i l y  s i n c e  I  h e a r d  a b o u t  b i l l  H B 260. M y  c h i l d r e n
>  r e q u i r e  m e d i c a l  , t h e y  c a n n o t  f u n c t i o n  w i t h  o u t  i t .  We h a v e  a  t r u e  n e e d .
> I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' v e  h e a r d  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  y o u  c a n  p a y  n o w  o r  p a y  l a t e r  t h a t
> i s  v e r y  t r u e  i n  m y  c h i l d r e n ‘ s  c a s e .  W h a t  i s  a  p e r s o n  t o  d o  w h e n  t h e y  a r e
> u n a b l e  t o  f u n c t i o n  d a i l y .  T h e y  c a n  g e t  t h e  h e l p  n o w  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d
> s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e i r  ow n  t w o  f e e t  a s  a d u l t s  o r  b e  o n  n u m e r o u s  S t a t e
> p r o g r a m s  a s  a  a d u l t ,  w h i c h  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  t o  h a p p e n  i f  a d d r e s s e d  a s
>  c h i l d r e n  a n d  p r e v e n t a b l e .
> T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  r e a d  m y  t e s t i m o n y .  M y  p h o n e  n u m b e r  i s
> 907 488-6670 .S i n c e r l y ,  T r a c y  P o L s
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>



M B  260

Sub je c t: H B  260
Date: Sat, 19 Feb 2000 16:25:39 -0900 

From: "Ruth Mandsager" < mandsagr@alaska.net>

To: "Fred Dyson" < Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

D ear  R ep re s en ta t iv e  F red  Dyson ,
I am  wri t ing  this le t te r to  ask tha t you oppose  HB  260. 1 am  very concerned  that this bill cou ld  ga th e r  m om en tum  in the 
legis latu re . T h is  bill is, in my op in ion , a very bad  idea.

Denali K idCare  is o n e  o f  the best d ev e lopm en ts  in ou r s ta le in qu i te  awhile . I am  both the Adm in is t ra to r  o f  the A la ska  Na tive 
Med ica l C en te r  and  a ped ia t r ic ian . Let m e re la te a  story from yesterday .

I s aw  a  ch ild in m y  ped ia tr ic  c l in ic  yes te rday  w ith as thma . His M om  had been us ing a nebu l izer f rom  a re lative . T h is  is a  
re la t ive ly in expen s iv e  d ev ic e  that de livers  a s thm a med ic ines  d irec t ly  to the ch ild 's  lungs. She  had used this for the p reced ing 
th ree nigh ts and  th e  ch i ld  had qu ick ly  s topped co ugh ing  and wheez ing  and  wen t back to sleep.

S h e  asked  me w h e th e r  D ena l i  K idCare  wou ld  pay  fo r this nebulizer . I said "yes"! I filled out a p rescr ip t ion  and gave  her a  form 
tha t show ed  all o f  the p lac e s  in A n cho ra g e  w he re  she cou ld  buy a nebulizer . Th is  pu rchase  (with a  cost o f  ab ou t  .$100) will 
en ab le  th is fam ily  to treat this ch ild 's  a s thm a  a t ta cks  at hom e and will p rev en t bo th clin ic visits and em e rg ency  ro om  visits.

T h is  mo the r  then w en t  on  to tell m e  that she  and h e r  husband  arc em p loyed  and cou ld  not afford med ical insu rance . Denali 
K idCare  has p rov id ed  th em  med ical insu rance  cove rage  for their ch ild ren.

Th is  sto ry is, for me. the reason that Denali K idCarc is such  a wonderfu l p rogram . Thank  you for you r  suppo rt .

S incere ly ,

R ichard M and sage r ,  M D  
Ped ia tr ic ian

I of I 2/21/00 12:31 I'M
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H B 2 6 0  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e

Subject: H B 2 6 0  Denali Kid Care

Date: Mon, 21 Feb 2000 09:14:46 -0000 

From: "pat kouris" < pbkouris@alaskalife.net>

To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.u.s>

C C :  < Repiesentative_Joe_Green@Iegis.state.ak.us>,

<Representative_Carl_Morgan @legis. state. ak.us>, 

< representative_jjim_whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>, 

< Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representative,
PLEASE - it is absolutely imperative that Denali Kid Care continue at its present level of 200% because:
(1) it is a very cost effective method of providing health coverage to Alaska's children, with the Federal government's large 
contribution. Longtime Alaskans for 42 years, my 66 y/o brother and his wife arc raising their 9 y/o granddaughter. They join 
many Alaskan grandparents who have accepted this responsibility. How can Ihey pay for insurance for a child on a
fixed income, or afford to pay for even routine doctor visits and medication?
(2)Kecp Alaska truly the "Great State of Alaska" and not the ONLY state without health coverage for all its children.
(3)Hundreds of Alaska's working families arc struggling to make ends meet. S40,000/year earnings for a family of four is NOT 
middle class in Alaska, particularly when you must pay in full for insurance coverage. Even having insurance coverage does not 
bring peace of mind, as who knows if your Plan will truly cover a child's particular health problem. For example, many 
insurance companies are decreasing their coverage for mental health care to : 09c. No family ever thinks the devastation of a 
biological brain disorder will ever happen to them. Like all major illness, it strikes when you least expect it, and working 
families cannot possibly save enough money to cover the expenses incurred, i know from experience! If Alaska’s children do not 
receive the help they need- when they need it, they suffer, their whole family suffers, YOUR community suffers, and wc ALL 
will certainly pay at a later date. Must families give up their children to Stale custody to get them help????? Many children with 
brain disorders are going untreated today due to stigma, don't let lack of health care coverage add to THAT tragedy. I thank you 
for voting FOR Alaska's children, our future, and AGAINST HB 260.

Patricia Kouris 
4102 Taft Drive, Apt 1 
Anchorage, Alaska 
1-907-245-5152
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H B 2 6 0

Subject: H B 2 6 0

Date: Fri, 18 Feb 2000 09:19:02 -0900 

From: Kathy M o n d a y  < kmonday@lifequest.org>

To: "'representative_fred_dyson@legis.state.ak.us'" < RepresentativeJFred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us> 

'"representativeJohn_coghill@legis.state.ak.us"' <Rc,presentative_John_Coghill @legis.state.ak.i 

'"representativeJoe_green@legis.state.ak.us"' <Repre^entative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us>, 

"'representative_carl_morgan@legis.state.ak.us'" <Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.i 

'"representativejim_whitaker@legis.state.ak.us"’ < Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s :

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  m y s e l f ,  J o e  P u b l i c .  We 

n e e d  D e n a l i  K i d c a r e ! ! ! !

M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I  b o t h  w o r k ,  h o w e v e r ,  n e i t h e r  e m p l o y e r  h a s  i n s u r a n c e  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s .  W i t h o u t  D e n a l i  K i d c a r e ,  m y  c h i l d  w o u l d  s u f f e r  t h r o u g h  

i l l n e s s e s ,  a c c i d e n t s  e t c  w i t h  n o  m e d i c a l  c a r e .

P L E A S E  v o t e  t h i s  b i l l  d o w n ! !  M a n y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n  d e p e n d  o n  t h i s  

p r o g r a m ! ! !

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u  t i m e  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r .

K a t h y  M o n d a y  

P a l m e r - W a s i l l a

l o l l 2 / 2 1 / 0 0  1 2 : 2 9  I ' M

mailto:kmonday@lifequest.org
mailto:RepresentativeJFred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:entative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak


Fwd: I IB 260

Subject: F w d :  H B  260

Date: Fri, 18 Feb 2000 17:17:57 -0800 

From: " M D  Christenson" < dr.pinky@hotbot.com>

Organization: HotBot Mail (http://mail.hothot.com:80)

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representalive_Allen_Kemplen@legis.state.ak.us

D i s r e g a r d ,  m o m e n t a r i l y ,  t h a t  i t  i s  m o r a l l y  r e p r e h e n s i b l e  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  

b u d g e t  o n  t h o s e  m o s t  h e l p l e s s  a n d  i n  n e e d .  I n f a n t s  d o  n o t  g e t  t o  c h o o s e  w h a t  i n c o m e  

b r a c k e t  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  b o r n .  A l l  c h i l d r e n  d e s e r v e  t o  b e  s a f e  a n d  h e a l t h y .  A l s o  

i g n o r e  t h e  f a c t  p r e n a t a l  c a r e  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  m o s t  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  h e a l t h  c a r e  

e x p e n d i t u r e .

T h i s  i l l  c o n c e i v e d  a c t i o n  f a i l s  t o  m a k e  l o n g - t e r m  f i s c a l  s e n s e .  R e d u c i n g  t h e  i n c o m e  

e l i g i b i l i t y  f r o m  2 0 0 %  t o  1 3 3 %  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  p o v e r t y  g u i d e l i n e s  w i l l  s a v e  $2M  i n  

S t a t e  m a t c h i n g  f u n d s  • b u t  a t  w h a t  c o s t ?

A l a s k a  w i l l  l o s e  o v e r  $ 5 M  i n  F e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  h e a l t h c a r e  f o r  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  i n  

F Y 0 1 ,  a n d  $ 7 M  i n  F Y 0 2 . D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  i s  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  l e v e r a g i n g  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .

W h a t  a b o u t  l o n g - t e r m s  c o s t s  t o  t h e  S t a t e ?  T h e r e  a r e  b o t h  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  i m p a c t s  

t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .

E n s u r i n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d  p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  w h o  q u a l i f y  g e t  t h e  h e a l t h  c o v e r a g e  t h e y  n e e d  

c a n  b e  l i n k e d  t o  g a i n s  i n  e m o t i o n a l  o r  c o g n i t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  a n d  o u t c o m e s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d .  T h i s  w o u l d  l o g i c a l l y  l e a d  t o  

i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c h i l d ' s  l a t e r  e a r n i n g s  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .  S t u d i e s  a l s o  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  m a y  a l s o  r e d u c e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  s p e n d i n g  o n  w e l f a r e ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e .

I m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  i n d i c a t o r s  s u c h  a s  m a t e r n a l  r e p r o d u c t i v e  h e a l t h  a n d  

m a t e r n a l  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  c a n  a l s o  b e  e x p e c t e d .  A  r e c e n t  s t u d y  l i n k s  a  s i n g l e  d r i n k i n g  

b i n g e  b y  a  p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  d u r i n g  s y n a p t o g e n e s i s  t o  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  m e m o r y  l o s s  

a n d  o t h e r  b r a i n  d i s o r d e r s .  T h e s e  m a l a d i e s  m a y  l a r g e l y  b e  a m e l i o r a t e d  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  

p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  s e r v i c e s .

I  u r g e  y o u  t o  d i s r e g a r d  t h i s  s h o r t - s i g h t e d  a n d  m i s g u i d e d  m e a s u r e .

M i c h a e l  C h r i s t e n s o n  

D r . P i n k y S h o t b o t . c o m  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  

9 0 7 . 7 8 9 . 2 0 9 6

H o t B o t  -  S e a r c h  s m a r t e r .  

h t t p : / / imww . h o t b o t . c o m
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L e a g u e  o f  IWo m e n  V o t e r s  o f  A n c h o r a g e
P.O. Box 101345 

Anchorage, Alaska 99810-1345

(907) 274-8477

February 18, 2000

Representative Fred Dyson, Chair
House Health, Education and Social Services Committee
State Capitol
Juneau, AK

Dear Representative Dyson:

The start-up of the Denali KidCare Program in 1999 was a significant milestone 
in the protection of Alaska's most valuable resource - our children. By cutting 
back eligibility to 100% of federal guidelines, HB 260 is leaving the children of 
mothers trying to get off welfare without health care. These mothers have little 
choice but to stay on welfare to have health care for their children.

The next population of children who will be put at risk are children of families 
working in jobs that provide no health benefits. Alaska provices quality 
education to its children. It must not turn away from providing its children with 
health care.

This prorram  is largely federally funded, and Alaska would lose about 
$5,000,000 in federal funds should HB 260 pass. It is a poor choice to cut the 
Denail KidCare back to save a little money in the short term; it will cost Alaska 
much more in the long term.

Sincerely yours,

Jean Stassel, President
League of Women Voters of Anchorage



S C  A  T  H  O  L 1 C Q

O C I A L  S E R V I C E D

225 Cordova S tree t 
A nchorage, A laska 99501 

(907) 277-2554 p h o n t  • (907) 272 -7370 f a x  • css@sinDad.ner m a i l

February 18,2000

To: H E S S  Committee

Chair, H E S S  Committee -  Fred Dyson

From: Karleen Jackson 

Executive Director 

Catholic Social Services

Sub: Denali Kid Care

H B  260

I a m  writing on behalf of the children and pregnant w o m e n  of Alaska to express 

some grave concerns that Catholic Social Services has about the recently introduced H B  

260 which would eliminate the current Denali Kid Care program. If not for this program, 

the m a n y  vulnerable children and pregnant w o m e n  currently covered under this vital 

health insurance program would not receive access to health care.

It should be evident that the investment of $472 of state funding for each Alaskan 

child currently enrolled in the Denali KidCare program will save millions of state dollars 

in future years. It also provides powerful leveraging of funds with 72 cents on every 

Denali KidCare dollar coming from federal funds. And, it ensures that pregnant w o m e n  

receive prenatal care to prevent needless and expensive health problems for their 

developing children.

Before Denali KidCare, m a n y  families struggled to provide health care for their 

children because they could not afford to pay for those services. Those currently using 

Denali Kid Care are often referred to as the “working poor5’. They do not qualify for 

Medicaid because they are working, but they are barely able to pay for essential housing 

and food, m u c h  less pay high medical bills. Most families w h o  exit welfare for work do 

not have insurance provided by their employers and those working for minimum wages 

cannot afford to purchase company health insurance policies. W e  should do all w e  can to 

reduce rather than increase obstacles for those trying to productively contribute to our

Last year Catholic Social Services provided services to over 165,000 individuals, 

including pregnant w o m e n  and their children, low-income families, families dealing with 

homelessness and poverty, adoptive families and refugees. O n  behalf of those w e  serve, I 

urge you to reconsider approving HB260. Our current Denali Kid Care program 

represents a comprehensive health plan that will produce healthy children and a healthy 

future economy for Alaska.

society.

Adoption 
Beyond Shelter 
Special Needs  R e sp i te  
Brother Francis Shelter/Kodiak 
Immigration & Refugee Services

A United Way Agency

Clare House 
McAuley Manor 

St. Francis House 
Brother Francis Shelter/Anchorage 

Pregnancy Support Services
WdtO:t 0003 *81'<l̂ dI 'd So86'°ll
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H B  260/Page 2

If H B 2 6 0  is passed, Alaska will be the only state in our country without a State 

Child Insuiance Program. The investment the current Denali KidCarc program represents 

for the m a n y  children and w o m e n  served is minimal compared to the great value all 

Alaskans receive from this program, for these children are the future of our state, W e  

have an ethical and moral obligation to ensure that all Alaskan children have access to 

adequate health care. Children have no choice in the matter, and parents struggling to 

provide basic necessities should not be forced to choose between providing food and a 

home or medical care for their children. As good Alaskan neighbors, w e  have the ability 

to step forward and make a difference in the current and future lives of children and their 

parents.

I ask that the Alaska House Health and Social Sendees Committee not change the 

eligibility requirements for Denali KidCare as outlined in H B  260. The future of Alaska 

is at stake.

•d 9386• 0|| 301Ad3S 1V100S OllOHiVO IldWt 0002 '81



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX 110601 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0601 
PHONE: (907)465-3030 
FAX: (907) 465-3068

Joseph Simpson '  p
460 Daily Ave. #1-C 

Anchorage, A K  99515

Dear Mr. Simpson:

Thank you for your letter of February 9, 2000. A n y  problem an individual has with the process 

of applying for Denali KidCare is of concern to me. W e  have worked very hard to provide the 

customer the best service possible. I requested staff to investigate your situation and found out 

the following according to our records:

Y o u  stated that you received and completed a Denali KidCare application in August 1999. The 

application w e  have on file was signed and dated on September 20, 1999 and received in our 

office on October 6,1999.

During this time, the Denali KidCare office was in the process of moving to the Frontier 

Building. The m o v e  began August 16, 1999 and the office did not open to the public until Oct 

11,1999 due to construction and the lack of clerical staff to assist customers in a timely manner. 

It is likely that the looby construction was still in process and the front counter not installed at the 

time you came into the office. Because the office was not open to the public, it is possible that 

you were in the lobby for some time before you were noticed. If a customer did c o m e  into the 

office during the construction period, staff assisted them as quickly as possible.

W e  cannot address what you m a y  have been told w h e n  you dropped off the application, since w e  

do not have a staff m e m b e r  that meets your description of him, however standard policy requires 

all requests for additional information be ma d e  via letter. History of the case shows that w e  did 

in fact request verification of your income by letter on October 12,1999. W e  did not receive a 

response either providing income verification or an update on your employment situation and the 

application was denied on Oct. 21,1999. The application indicated that you were working at 

Costco; w e  were not informed that you were no longer employed.

Both the request for information and denial notices inform the customer of his/her right to appeal 

within 30 days any decision or action that has been taken. W e  do not have any record, outside of

D EPT . O F  HEALTH  AND  SO C IA L  SERV ICES

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R  f

February 16,2000
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your call on February 7, 2000, that the denial was being disputed. The information that you 

received in your December 1999 call to our office is routine in nature. Clerical staff review the 

letters and actions taken by the case worker and relay that same information to the customer. If 

the customer wishes to discuss the issue further, the call would be forwarded to Clarissa 

Ridgway, E T  in, or Brenda Johnson, E T I V .  Again, review of case history, does not indicate the 

customer wished to dispute the denial.

Y o u  indicated that you reapplied sometime between your call in December and February 8th.

W e  do show a second application received in the Denali KidCare office on February 8th, but 

show no other applications received between 10/99 &  2/00. W e  are in the process of determining 

eligibility, however w e  have requested in writing additional information before an eligibility 

determination can be made. W e  have requested hat this information be provided by February 

28th. If you do not respond to our inquiry, your application will be denied.

I understand your frustrations and apologize for any inconveniences you m a y  have experienced. 

O n e  of Denali KidCare's top priorities is quality customer service and w e  m a k e  every effort to 

ensure that customers are treated with respect and receive expedient service. W e  are reviewing 

your complaint and our office procedures to ensure that our customers receive the service they 

deserve.

Since the inception of Denali KidCare w e  have processed 15,156 applications and fielded 50,172 

phone calls. Every one of these contacts with the public is important to us. I trust that your 

situation will be resolved favorably and your children will be covered by the health care coverage 

they need. Please let m e  k n o w  if I can help you with anything further.

cc: K e n  and Verna Simpson

Members, Alaska State House of Representatives 

Members, Alaska State Senate 

Denali KidCare Office
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

/ / H e s s

committee name
Please enter into the record my testimony to the —

^  b P _________   d a t e d ___ ^teKvtoftui 3*000Committee on
bill # f subject

Denali KidCare Program

Health insurance coverage is vital to Alaska's families, especially Alaska’s children. 

Children w h o  do not have health care coverage often forgo cost effective preventative 
health care measures, and arc only 6een by a physician when medical problems become 
more serious and expensive. Preventative health care enables Alaskan cliildrcn to grow 
up strong and healthy.

Denab KidCare, the children’s insurance program for the State of Alaska, provides health 

care insurance to uninsured children and pregnant women. Assisting AJaskan families 
w h o  work, at jobs without benefits, Denali Kidcare enables those who qualify the 

opportunity to receive health care coverage that they would not otherwise bo able to 
afford.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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-ZLzJJS.dQQ _committee on A/nu£<Z / x / . /   t dated
bill ti / subject

Continuing Denali Kid Care as the act was originally written is essential for middle income 
families to maintain the health of their children. Preventative medicine has been proven cost 
effective in the long run. The high cost o f health insurance puts it out o f reach of many families 
-  often even the 20% co-insurance for those with children with major health issues can be 
devastating financially. Often those families who have private insurance have policies that limit 
services like physical therapy, occupational therapy and speech, and have no service to address 
children’s mental health issues.
A review of expenditures of the current program, shows a large percentage of funding went for 
children’s mental health or behavior issues. Why? Because this is a health problem that is 
seldom addressed under private insurance.
At the 200% level = a family income of approximately $40,342 (annual gross) if the employer 
doesn’t pay toward insurance; average family policy about $525 per month, leaving the family 
$34,000 (before taxes) for all other expenses -  NOT a lot! The newly proposed 133% is 
unacceptable.
I urge you NOT to pass HB 260. If  it is passe it will burden families currently just surviving in 
a state where high-paying jobs are fast disappearing.

S ign ed : IjJ j N i o S  U

1 0 'd

Testifier T

Representing (Optional)

A d d r e s s  ^  .

9 r > n -  - L 3 Z / ______________
Phorie n u m b e r

9108882 ‘ON XOd 011 WN33I 12:91 Q3M 00-91-833



I I B  2 6 0  D e n a l i  K i d s  C a r e

Subject: H B  260 Denali Kids Care

Date: Wed, 16 Feb 2000 11:44:17 -0900 (AKST)

From: one_t_vvheat@hotinail.com

To: Representative Fred Dyson <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis,stace.ak.us>

D e a r  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  H E S S  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s ,

I n  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  I  h a v e  h e a r d  s o  f a r  f r o m  c o n s t i t u e n t s  a n d  c o m m e n t s  m a d e  b y  t h e  

s p o n s o r  a n d  h o u s e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a  r e c u r r i n g  a s s u m p t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  i s  

d a m a g i n g  t o  m a n y  o f  u s  t h a t  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  p o o r  o r  w o r k i n g  p o o r  c a t e g o r y :  E V E R Y O N E

G E T S  A  P F D .

F o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  h a v e  s t r u g g l e d  o n  t h e  l o w e r  t i e r s  o f  i n c o m e  i t  i s  q u i t e  

n o r m a l  t o  r u n  u p  d e b t s  w i t h  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  I R S ,  s c h o o l  l o a n s ,  a n d  C S E D  a l l  w h o  

t h e n  g a r n i s h  o u r  P F D s .  I n  m y  c a s e ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  p a y i n g  t h e  S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  C S E D  

f o r  t h e  A F D C  p a y m e n t s  m a d e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  m y  d a u g h t e r  t o  t h e  t u n e  o f  $ 3 O k ;  v^hen t h e y  

a r e  d o n e  i n  f i v e  y e a r s  o r  s o ,  t h e  A C P S E  i s  l i n e d  u p  f o r  $ 1 0 k  a n d  g r o w i n g  w i t h  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  a c c u m u l a t i n g .
T o d a y  I  h a v e  $ 1 2 0 0 c  i n  u n c o v e r e d  m e d i c a l  c o s t s  l o o k i n g  m e i n  t h e  f a c e .

I  h o p e  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t o  c u t  a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  i s  p r e v e n t a t i v e  a n d  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  

f i g u r e d  o v e r  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  c h i l d  i n  A l a s k a  i s  a  c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e  m o v e  t h a t  w i l  c o s t  

u s  m o r e  m o n e y  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .
P l e a s e  l e t  t h i s  p r o g r a m  h a v e  a  c h a n c e ;  i t  h a s  n o t  e v e n  h a d  o n e  y e a r  t o  p r o v e  

i t s e l f .  T h e  t i m e  s p e n t  r e - d e b a t i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  t h a t  w a s  s e t t l e d  l e s s  t h a n  a  y e a r  a g o  

i s  w a s t e d ;  t h e  u p s e t  t o  p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  a n d  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s  i s  c r i m i n a l .  I f  y o u  t h i n k  

a b o r t i o n  o r  w e l f a r e  i s  a  b e t t e r  o p t i o n  t h a n  D e n a l i  K i d s  C a r e  y o u  m a y  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h a t  o u r  f a m i l y  v a l u e s  a r e  b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  i n  t h i s  b i l l .

P e o p l e  n e e d  h o p e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  r e a c h  s t a b i l i t y  b y  w o r k i n g  a n d  D e n a l i  K i d s  C a r e  a s  

i t  s t a n d s  c a n  h e l p  i n  t h a t  w a y .
T h a n k y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e ,

S c o t  L .  W h e a t

M e n t a l  H e a l t h  C o n s u m e r  A d v o c a t e  

P O B  2 3 5 3

H o m e r ,  A K .  9 9 6 0 3 - 2 3 5 3  

P h / F x :  2 3 5 - 6 8 4 0

E m a i l :  O n e _ t _ W h e a t @ h o t m a i l . c o m

I ol' I 2 / 1 6 / 0 0  1 2 : 2 4  P M
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Please Save Denali KidCarc 

*

Subject: Please Save Denali KidCare 

Date: Sun, 13 Feb 2000 23:52:47 -0900

From: David Galla < dmgalla@seapac.net>  %

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@Legis.state.ak.us

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n ,

I ' m  s a d d e n e d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o g h i l l ,  

p o s s i b l e  c u t s  m a y  b e  m a d e  t o  A l a s k a ' s  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o g r a m .  A s  a  

t e a c h e r  i n  W r a n g e l l ,  I ' v e  p e r s o n a l l y  s e e n  h o w  c h i l d r e n  w i t h o u t  a c c e s s  t o

h e a l t h  c a r e  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  u n t r e a t e d  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  O n e  

s t u d e n t  w a s  l e g a l l y  d e a f  d u e  t o  e a r l y  e a r  i n f e c t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  l e f t  

u n m e d i c a t e d  b e c a u s e  h e r  p a r e n t s '  f i n a n c e s  c o u l d n ' t  a l l o w  s t e a d y  a c c e s s  

t o  d o c t o r s .  O t h e r s  h a v e  s a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  r o w  f o r  m o n t h s  b e c a u s e  w i t h o u t  

t h e  e y e - g l a s s e s  t h e y  n e e d e d  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d ,  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  

u n a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  c h a l k b o a r d .

M a n y  t i m e s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  I ' v e  s e e n  c h i l d r e n  d e n i e d  b a s i c  m e d i c a l  

t r e a t m e n t s  f o r  t h e  s o l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  i t  w a s  u n a v a i l a b l e  f i n a n c i a l l y  t o  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  t h o u g h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  h e l d  f u l l - t i m e  j o b s  a n d  s t r u g g l e d  

t o  p r o v i d e  t h e i r  b e s t  f o r  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n .  I  i m a g i n e  t h o s e  s u p p o r t i n g  

t h i s  b i l l  h a v e n ' t  s p o k e n  w i t h  p a r e n t s  w h o  h a d  t o  d e n y  c h i l d r e n  g l a s s e s ,  

d e n t a l  w o r k ,  a n d  m e d i c i n e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t h e m .  I f  y o u  

h a d  a n y  i d e a  o f  t h e  m i s e r y  a n d  f r u s t r a t i o n  p a r e n t s  f e e l  w h e n  t h e y  l a c k  

t h e  m e a n s  t o  p r o v i d e  h e l p  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  I  d o u b t  y o u ' d  c h o o s e  t o  

r e d u c e  t h i s  

p r o g r a m .

D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  h a s  p r o v i d e d  e s s e n t i a l  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  m a n y  f a m i l i e s

I  k n o w .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h r e e  f o r m e r  s t u d e n t s  p r o u d l y  s h o w e d  m e t h e  g l a s s e s

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  p u r c h a s e  f o r  t h e m  d u e  t o  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  

p r o g r a m .  T w o  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  s e v e r e  a l l e r g i e s  w e r e  f i n a l l y  a b l e  t o  g e t  

h e l p .  O t h e r  s t u d e n t s  t a l k e d  t o  m e a b o u t  n e e d e d  a s t h m a  m e d i c i n e s ,  

a n t i b i o t i c s ,  a n d  d e n t a l  t r e a t m e n t s  t h e y ' v e  r e c e i v e d .  T h e s e  y o u n g  

c h i l d r e n  d e s e r v e  t h e  b e s t  c a r e  o u r  s t a t e  c a n  o f f e r .  I t  i s  u n f a i r  t o  t h e m

f o r  u s  t o  d e n y  e s s e n t i a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  c a n  i m p a c t  t h e i r  f u t u r e  

w e l l - b e i n g  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  w e  s e l f i s h l y  c h o o s e  t o  c o n c e r n  o u r s e l v e s  

m e r e l y  w i t h  " o u r  o w n "  c h i l d r e n .  I  b e l i e v e  a l l  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  a r e  o u r  

c h i l d r e n :  c e r t a i n l y ,  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  a l l  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  a r e  y o u r

c h i l d r e n  t o  s a f e g u a r d .

M r .  C o g h i l l  h a s  w r i t t e n  i n  a n  a r t i c l e  l a s t  w e e k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  p u r e l y  

" p h i l o s o p h i c a l "  i s s u e  t o  h i m .  I  s u p p o s e  f o r  s o m e  p e o p l e  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  

" p h i l o s o p h y "  m a y  i n c l u d e  t h e  w i l l  t o  w i t h h o l d  n e e d e d  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  

f r o m  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  t o  m e t h i s  i s  a  c h i l l i n g  a n d  i n h u m a n e  e x c u s e  f o r  t h i s

m e a s u r e .  P a r e n t s  w h o  h a v e  t o  d e b a t e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c a n  a f f o r d  t o  b r i n g  

c h e i r  s i c k  t o d d l e r  f o r  a n o t h e r  t r i p  t o  t h e  d o c t o r  d o n ' t  h a v e  

" p h i l o s o p h i c a l "  d i s c u s s i o n s  w h i l e  t h e i r  c h i l d ' s  f e v e r  s o a r s .  D e n y i n g  

t h e m  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  w i l l  f o r c e  m a n y  p a r e n t s  w i t h o u t  i n s u r a n c e  t o  t h e  o n e

d e s p e r a t e  c h o i c e  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  a l l o w e d :  t h e y  w i l l  b r i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  

t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m s  i n  o u r  s t a t e  a t  m o r e  e x t r e m e  s t a g e s  o f  t h e i r  

i l l n e s s e s  a n d  a t  m u c h  g r e a t e r  c o s t s  t o  u s ,  t h e  t a x p a y e r s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  w e ,

t h e  t a x p a y e r s ,  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  p a y i n g  o u r  f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e s e

h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  f o r t y - n i n e  s t a t e s ,  w h i l e
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P l e a s e  S a v e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e

o u r  o w n  n e i g h b o r s  a r e  d e n i e d  t h e m .  A l l  t h i s ,  s o  a s  M r .  C o g h i l l  s t a t e s ,  

A l a s k a n  p a r e n t s  c a n  h a v e  t h e  r e w a r d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  h a v i n g  t o  

" s a c r i f i c e "  t o  p r o v i d e  n e c e s s a r y  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  I  

w o n d e r  w h a t  s a c r i f i c e s  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  h a v e  t o  m a k e  t o  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  

v i t a l i t y ,  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  M r .  C o g h i l l ' s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

y e a r n i n g s .

Y o u  h a v e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  a n d  t h e  d u t y  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  a l l  A l a s k a ' s  s o n s  

a n d  d a u g h t e r s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  p a r e n t s  s t r u g g l e  t o  

p r o v i d e  b a s i c  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  y o u r  h e l p  t o  a s s i s t  

t h e m  i n  b e c o m i n g  s t r o n g ,  a b l e  a d u l t s .  I t  i s  a  s a c r e d  t r u s t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n

g i v e n :  A l a s k a n s  a r e  e n t r u s t i n g  y o u  w i t h  t h e  l i v e l i h o o d s  o f  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h i s  w o r t h y  p r o g r a m .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t

u n d e r m i n e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  h e a l t h  o f  o u r  s t a t e ' s  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  p e o p l e :  

p o o r  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  h a r d - w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s .  F r a n k l y ,  y o u  s h o u l d  b e  

a p p a l l e d  a t  t h e  m e r e  n o t i o n  o f  w i t h d r a w i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  

f o r  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s .  I  t r u s t  y o u  w i l l  t h i n k  m o r e  a b o u t  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n  

t h a n  y o u  d o  a b o u t  a n  a r c a n e  n o t i o n  o f  " p h i l o s o p h y "  w h e n  y o u  w e i g h  y o u r  

d e c i s i o n .  O u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  l i t e r a l l y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M i c h e l e  G a l l a  

W r a n g e l l ,  A l a s k a
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M B  260

Subject: H B  260

Date: Mon, 14 Feb 2U00 12:45:42 -0900 

From: "LHS" < stazz@emaiI.msn.com>

To: < Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.slate.ak.us>

C C :  < Representative_John_Coghill@legis.Siate.ak.us>, 

< Representative_Joe_Green@Iegis.state.ak.us>, 

< Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us>, 

< Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>, 

< Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us>, 

< representative_Allen_Kemplin@legis.state.ak.us>

D e a r  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s :

H e a l t h  c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n .  

C u r r e n t l y  I  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  M a t e r n a l  a n d  C h i l d  H e a l t h  P r o g r a m  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  

H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  a t  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e .  I  w o r k  w i t h  m a n y  

c l i e n t s  w h o  a r e  p r e g n a n t  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  ( D K C )  c o v e r a g e  f o r  

t h e i r  p r e g n a n c i e s .  W i t h o u t  D K C ,  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  y o u n g  w o m e n  w o u l d  n o t  r e c e i v e  

v i t a l  p r e n a t a l  c a r e .  C o v e r a g e  f o r  t h e s e  w o m e n  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e n s u r e  a  

h e a l t h y  s t a r t  f o r  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n .

H o u s e  B i l l  2 6 0 ,  b y  r o l l i n g  b a c k  p r o g r a m  e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  1 0 0 %  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  

p o v e r t y  g u i d e l i n e s ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  p r o g r a m .  

E l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a  h u g e  l o s s  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  

h e a l t h  c a r e .  W o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s  w o u l d  b e  l e f t  w i t h o u t  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n .

N o t h i n g  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h e n  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n .  

I t  w o u l d  b e  u n f o r t u n a t e  i f  A l a s k a  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  S t a t e  i n  t h e  C o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  

a  S t a t e  C h i l d  I n s u r a n c e  P r o g r a m .  T h i s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  A l a s k a n ' s  

t o  b e  p r o u d  o f .

P l e a s e  v o t e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  D K C  p r o g r a m  a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  p o v e r t y  

g u i d e l i n e s  a t  2 0 0 % .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S h a r o n  C .  S t i a s s n y  

s t a z z @ m s n . c o m  

( 9 0 7 )  3 4 5 - 8 5 8 5
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F w d ( 3 ) :  R c :  F w d :  I  s u p p o r t  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e

Subject: Fwd(3): Re: Fw d :  I support Denali Kid Care 

Date: Mon, 14 Feb 2000 15:44:15 -0900 

From: jdewey@avcp.org (Joan Dewey)

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

T H E  F O L L O W I N G  M E S S A G E  WAS R E C E I V E D  FROM  M S .  L E O T A  U N O K , WHO W O R K S W I T H  

F A M I L I E S  H E R E  I N  T H E  Y K  D E L T A  R E G I O N  ( K o t l i k )  : S h e  i s  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e

n e e d  f o r  D E N A L I  K I D  C A R E  T O  C O N T I N U E :

Y e a h  f i n d  w a y s  t o  k e e p  t h i s  p r o g r a m  g o i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t

c a n n o t  t r a v e l  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o s t  o f  t r a v e l .  L i k e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  K o t l i k  t o  

B e t h e l  i s  l i k e  2 7 0 . 0 0  f o r  a n  a d u l t  a n d  c h i l d  i s  2 4 0 . 0 0  a n d  p a r e n t s  w i l l  

n o t  p a y  j u s t  t o  t r a v e l  t h a t  m u c h  f o r  m e d i c a l  r e a s o n s .  I t  i s  v e r y  h e l p f u l

f o r  t h o s e  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  a r e  l i v i n g  p a y  c h e c k  b y  p a y  c h e c k  t o  m a k e  e n d s

m e e t .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  h i g h  c o s t s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  T h e  l o w e r  p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  Y u k o n  p a y s  a l o t  f r o m  g a s ,  s t o v e  o i l  a t  2 . 4 5  p e r  g a l l o n  w h i l e  u r b a n  

p e o p l e  p a y  a l o t  l e s s  t h a n  2 . 4 0  f o r  a  g a l l o n .  F o o d  c o s t s  l i k e  c r a z y .  T r y  

c o m p a r i n g  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  c o s t  o f  m e a t  t h e r e  i s  a  h u g e  g a p  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  

A n d  m o s t  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  r u r a l  h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  3 c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  m o s t  6 

w h i l e  m o s t  u r b a n  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  a t  t h e  m o s t  4 c h i l d r e n .
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FEB- 8-00 TUE 15:28 GLACIER VIEW SCHOOL FAX NO, 7465560

February 8, 2000

To whom it may concern, in opposition to House Bill 260:

As a health care professional and as a community member, I have seen children 
whose lives have changed because of medical and dental care received that their 
parents were unable to afford proir to their enrollment in The Denali Kid Care Program. 
Many Valley parents are employed by small businesses, self employed, or otherwise 
have no access to family health insurance, These are hardworking, self-sufficient 
people that want the best for their children, but are unable to afford hundreds of 
dollars a month for health insurance premiums.
Because of the Denali Kid Care Program, I have seen children who are able to see 
and read better because they now have glasses. I have seen children receive prompt 
emergency medical care in situations where they would previously have gone without. 
Most dramatically, I have seen children with serious dental disease receive urgently 
needed care. I think all School Nurses in Alaska would agree that the Denali Kid Care 
Program is directly responsible for many of our students receiving badly needed 
care. ,
Please don’t cut this essential program. It Is an Important investment tha t will not only 
prevent future health care expenditures, but will also help Insure that our youth are 
healthy and able to do their best at school and In their communities.

Sincerely,

Christina VanCleve, RN, CSN

*this was prepared and sent during my duty -free lunchtime. at my own expense
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I a m  writing in response to HB260. I a m  a full-time working single par ent with two 

wonderful children ages 6 and 9. While I a m  lucky enough to have employment with 

health care coverage for m y  children, and myself being the sole provider for m y  children 

is financially difficult. I agree that the absent parent should help provide for m y  children 

and I do have a case on file with C.S.E.D. -  but they have not been able to collect child 

support since December 1998. In N o vember of 1999,1 took m y  youngest daughter in the 

clinic, at that time they stated she just had a virus and I did not have Denali Kid Care.

M y  primary insurance did not cover the visit stating it was a well child visit. O n e  week 

later, I took her back and another Physician diagnosed her with Pneumonia. In 

conclusion of 2 office visits, 3 x-rays, blood-work, rental of a Nebulizer Machine and 

medication. M y  medical bills for December where over $800.00. I applied for Denali 

Kid Care and was approved in December. H a d  I not been fortunate enough to have this 

program available to m y  children, I honestly can say I m a y  not have been able to take m y  

daughter in for the recommended follow up care. 2 0 %  co-pay m a y  not seem that m u c h  

but w h e n  it’s the difference between paying a medical bill or having groceries it can seem 

very large. Please do not limit this program to Medicaid precipitants only, the working 

class is veiy dependent on it to ensure our children grow up safe, healthy and 

happy.

Sincerely,

Miiissa Ackcls 

4753 Princeton Drive 

Fairbanks, A k  99709
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health earnest for her 4 year old hoy.

re-elected by women.
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*
^  TO: House HESS Committee

*■a FROM: Stacey Stancill
*

*
$  Dear Representatives Coghill\, Brice, Whittaker...
*  V
¥  t

^  pZe«5e wte that life is tough enough In Alash for single woihlng mothers without tafag their health ^

V tmmce away front them. too. V
V *
*  V

V M j j M  sheik west Is struggling to provide for her son Wes's needs every day, already, and Just f
^  nw/fc ft under the Income eligibility line (of 2X poverty level'), if you pass the new bill she will have to ^
J  find $300 somewhere to pay for wes to he healthy, she makes so little from her desk job that she Is V

y  seriously considering fittin g  altogether so she can fa lljy  for aE-out welfare, In order to maintain y

*

^  That would not exactly cut costs for the Alaskan government, now, would It? wait and see how many J
y  others follow suit if you are insensitive enough to pass this new rule. And wait to see how many of you are ^

*  
*

I was going to more to Alaska myself hit I keep getting more and more Indications that the Alaskan
government is not exactly supportive of new families. 

v  <9

V  Sincerely, ^

V staccy G. StanclE ̂ H io ) 468-3485 4 Lancewood Lane Baltimore, MD 21234
*

Jj PS-This is how we all know about It. EMAILS have been spanning the globe about it  My ^
V  fax to you Is a lso being emailed to a Bulletin Board. ^
f
9  Tomorrow is the vote on whether Wes will loose his health insurance. House 9
9  bill 260 if adopted will decrease the Income eligibility from 200% over poverty level to 100% of 9
9  poverty level. I just make the cut off. John Coghill from North Pole( doesn’t he run the breast 9
f  cancer detention center) proposed this. I Just sent off my letters to Tom Brice and Jim Whitaker 9
9  and John Coghill explaining how Important this Is to my peace of mind and my son's health. 9
qp Public Opinion msgs ara aceoptod at (907) 452-dd48 Coghlllc numbor 18774653719 ^
9  Brice 465-3466 Whitaker 18774653004 Politicians! Freaks! 9
9  9

I  ?
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

PJense enter into the record m y  testimony to the 

Committeeon.^ H  8  O
Subject: HB 200 Dill / Subject

My dear elected R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , _______

h f d u s e  coa{m  t T re"  oaI h e a l t h , 
£ d J c r tT t& d  A fllb S o a r lL

Committee Nn me
Dnted Z - H - o p

I am a Mental Health & Substance Abuse professional on the front lines In 
Interior villages. I get the calls when teens are suicidal, and overy 
once In awhile one of them pulls it off, ripping the fabric of a village 
apart, sending ripples qf depression and despair through several 
villages, resulting directly in more substance abuse and other forms of 
abuse and neglect. This year I became aware of Denali KldCare and how to 
get a kid In a life-threatening crisis on It Immediately and Into 
quality, safe treatment. In Allakaket, this resulted In getting a kid the 
whole village was sure was going to suicide, Into treatment and today 
that kid Is doing well In aftercare and In the custody of family. In 
studies of the cost-effectiveness of quality psychiatric and subBtance 
abuse care, It has been shown that this treatment saves every bit as much 
money as quality med/aurg care, preventing costlier problems later. This 
has resulted In the rise of the Parity movement. Quite possibly saving 
that kid's life hasi.^... plenty enough to Allakaket, Alatna, Hughes 
and Huslla. Why is It Important to be the only state without a State 
Child Insurance Program, a program that brings needed federal money to 
Alaska? Most jobs In the nine (9) villages I visit have no insurance 
benefits. Do we want to reinforce working or welfare? I see Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome everywhere I go in the Interior; do we want to prevent the 
pregnant women, some of whom are FAS themselves, that most need health 
and Dual-Diagnosis substance abuse care In order to to prevent this 
uncurabie disaster, from the chance to get that care? I urge you to 
continue this ray of hope. Thank you.

Dennis E. Hojna MSW, LCSW 
Tanana Chiefs Conference 
Yukon Tanana Counseling Services 
Program Director/Clinician
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HES Committee 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

February 10, 2000

Gentlemen:

I am writing in opposition to HB297 which proposes to raise the threshold for 
certificate of need (CON) from $1 million to $7 million. There are numerous 
reasons this bill should not be passed. However, I believe the bill should be 
opposed because the long-term result of its passage would be reduced access to 
quality healthcare by Alaskans.

First, it should be noted that this bill represents de facto repeal of the CON law 
for healthcare expenditures since most services other than construction of an 
inpatient hospital can be established for less than $7 million.

Proponents of this bill state that it will promote competition and improve 
healthcare. Such reasoning is flawed relative to the delivery of healthcare, 
because the healthcare market is not a free market. Laws and regulations 
require hospitals to treat any patient presenting in the emergency room. In 
addition, hospitals treat indigent patients and those covered by government 
programs (such as Medicare and Medicaid) which typically pay less than 
commercial insurance plans. It is the margins generated by commercially 
insured patients that allow the state’s hospitals to treat the indigent citizens of 
Alaska and those for whom payment is highly discounted.

The "competition” that would be fostered by this bill would be subject to neither 
the regulations nor the mission of community benefit that govern most hospital 
operations. For example, a group of physicians could open an ambulatory 
surgery center without a CON and would, through selective self-referral, send 
commercially insured patients to their center while using the hospital to perform 
surgeries on patients for whom payment would be inadequate. It is my 
understanding that the main citizen supporter of this bill envisions a similar 
scenario with him as developer of such a surgery center.

515  I!. D A !  IL IA  S I  ., P .O . BOX P A L M E R ,  A K  W M 5  (9(17) 7 JM to uO



The result of such “competition" would be erosion of the financial health of 
Alaska’s hospitals, culminating in elimination of unprofitable services and hospital 
closures. Access to the highest quality healthcare would then become 
unavailable to those lacking the financial resources to pay.

Do not give in to the greed of certain individuals who would profit form this 
legislation. Do not limit access to high quality healthcare services to Alaskans. 
Do not pass HB297.

Sincerely,

Wilson P. Patteson III 
VP- Finance
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February 10,2000

Working in a local healthcare institution and living in the Mat-Su Valley, I am concerned with House Bill 
297 currently before you. The Certificate of Need process assists in controlling unneeded health 
expenditures and minimizes excessive duplication of services for the public.

1 lived and worked in the state of Arizona years ago when they did not have a certificate o f need process. 
The result o f this was uncontrolled buildiDg with multiple duplication of services within blocks of one 
another. Numerous acute carc hospitals and freestanding surgical and imaging centers were constructed. 
What was felt to be a positive change for increasing choice for the consumer, ultimately ended in disaster 
for those consumers with insufficient or no insurance. The freestanding medical/clinical centers accepted 
only patients with commercial insurance, depleting these customers from the acute care hospitals. This left 
the Medicaid, Medicare, and self-pay, and charity cate customers seeking service at the hospitals with an 
insufficient ‘balance’ o f commercial insurance customers to meet expenses. The result? Numerous 
hospital closures, the elimination of many wonderful charity care programs and services to the community, 
and for-profit centers satisfying their stockholders. The same could happen in our community. If it does, 
many of the mission-oriented programs will be eliminated. These programs address the greater health of 
our community in many tangible ways.

Although the current Certificate of Need process in our state isn’t perfect, it’s certainly better the way it is 
than raising the threshold to S7 million or eliminating the process entirely. I thank you for your 
consideration of my comments.

Patsy Crofford
VP, Employee Development & Resource Services 
Valley Hospital Association 
515 E. Dahlia, Palmer, AK 996*15 
(907) 352-4855
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S t a t e  o f  a l a s k a

L e g i s l a t i v e  a f f a i r s  a g e n c y

D I V I S I O N  O F  P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written testimony

for the A/r.'ts ^  d / f —  _ ‘S  ifo________ teleconference hearing that was

scheduled on

A  copy of this testimony was transmitted to your conmittee via 

fax o n  ______________ •

( & &  o 2 . 6 > o  Thank y o u ’

C l t ' r o p r u a l  ilr - o ^ y  -//, „ _____________

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
Sitka Legislative Office 

210 Lake Street 
Sitka, Alaska 99835 

________ 747-1)276



My name is Patricia MacPikc. I have two reasons for testifying before you today. The first and most 

important is that my daughter currently receives health coverage from (lie Denali Kid Care Program 
(DKC). The second reason is that I work with severely emotionally disturbed children who arc able to 

receive vital sendees through being DKC recipients.

Personally and Professions11 v it saddens me that the issue to terminate the DKC Program is even up for 

consideration. As a parent,.. children's mental health associate and a child advocate I feel it is vital to the 
health of Alaska's children and economy to maintain the DKC Program.

DKC allows many hard working families the privilege to continue working without the added stress of 

paying unwieldy medical bills or foregoing taking their child to the doctor due to an inability to pay.
Certain professionals do not accept DKC because it is not cost effective. Did you know that there arc no 
dentists in Sitka who accept Medicaid because it docs not cover their expenses? Think of all the children at 

the poverty level in Sitka alone who go without vital dental assistance because the families can't afford it.

Added to this dilemma would be the severely emotionally disturbed children who would no longer receive 
the vital services they need to keep them from being institutionalized. Sitka Mental Health Clinic currently 
serves 16 severely emotionally disturbed children. If your proposal passes only 3 children would be 

eligible for services. This would also mean that the agency would have to lay off approximately 10 people 

who work either full or part-time. I can assure you this is only a small portion of children, families, and 

employees across the state, who will be alfcctcd.

C lia irm an and M embers o f (lie House Health, Education, and Social Sendees Committee,

I would now like to shift gears and give you a personal story.

My daughter, Hannah, faces challenges which require physical therapy. My husband, who is a slate 

employee, is only eligible for insurance coverage for five months of the year. If wc should choose to keep 
this limited coverage it would cost $586.00 per month. Based upon the pure economics, this is cost 

prohibitive. Our only option, as Hannah has a pre-existing condition, it tc obtain DKC to assist with her 

therapy bills which average over $2000 per year. Please note this docs not include doctor's visits for car 

infections, accidents, dental, etc.

My husband and I both work very hard. 1 would encourage you to look at the expenses for raising one 
child in this stale. Child care alone costs between $475-$680 per month. Add this cost to health insurance. 
$586 per month, and your average cost per month is $ 1187 dollars. This is equal to over 50% of my 

monthly net income. This docs not even take into account the cost of rent, food, student loans, etc.

It is cnicial that the DKC Program remain intact. DKC buys a far more important insurance than just health 

care. DKC ensures that my child and many others will receive the necessary services they need to become a 
productive member of society.

I thank you for your time and energy you will give to this issue. I encourage you on behalf of my child and 
the many other DKC recipients to maintain or increase the current level of funding and support for the 

Denali Kid C.arc Program.

Show the children of Alaska you care about them and their future. Support the DKC Program.
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O C j

Dill / Subject
My dear elected Representatives,

I a m  a Mental Health & Substance Abuse professional on the front lines in 

Interior villages. I get the calls when teens are suicidal, and evory 

once in awhile one of Ihem pulls It off, ripping the fabric of a village 

apart, sending ripples of depression and despair through several 

villages, resulting directly in more substance abuse and other forms of 

abuse and neglect. This year I became aware of Denali KidCare and how to 

get a kid In a life-threatening crisis on It immediately and into 

quality, safe treatment. In Allakaket. this resulted In getting a kid the 

whole village was sure was going to suicide, Into treatment and today 

that kid is doing well in aftercare and In the custody of family. In 

studies of the cost-effectiveness of quality psychiatric and substance 

abuse care, it has been shown that this treatment saves every bit as much 

money as quality med/surg care, preventing costlier problems later. This 

has resulted In the rise of the Parity movement. Quite possibly saving 

that kid’s life has been worth plenty enough to Allakaket, Alatna, Hughes 

and Huslia. W h y  is It Important to be the only state without a Stale 

Child Insurance Program, a program that brings needed federal money to 

Alaska? Most jobs in the nine (9) villages I visit have no insurance 

benefits. Do we want to reinforce working or welfare? t see Petal Alcohol 

Syndrome everywhere I go in the interior; do we want to prevent the 

pregnant women, some of w h o m  are FAS themselves, that most need health 

and Dual-Diagnosis substance abuse care In order to to prevent this 

uncurable disaster, from the chance to get that care? I urge you to 

continue this ray of hope. Thank you.

Dennis E. Hojna M S W .  L C S W  

Tanana Chiefs Conference 

Yukon Tanana Counseling Services 

Program Director/Clinician

SIGNED: l c s i a J

c h i  c V r  ( j t m - f t y t n r t c s  /  Y f c s

Representing

j p }  ~ / \ f£
7 0 /

A ddress /  r h o n c  N u m b er



HB260- Elimination of Denali KidCare

Subject: HB260 - Elimination of Denali KidCare 
Date: Mon, 7 Feb 2000 09:16:55 -0900 
From: "A1 &  Barb" < turnings@gci.net>

To: <RepresentativeJFred_Dyson@legis.slate.ak.us>

I urge you to oppose this HB260. 1 do not receive Denali KidCarc, but I believe it is an extremely valuable program. This 
expanded health insurance for children and pregnant women is both cost-effective and compassionate, so it should be supported 
by both liscal conservatives and social liberals.

2/8/00 10:55 A M
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MB 260

Subject: H B  260
Date: Mon, 7 Feb 2000 19:34:46 -0900 
From: Dennis E Hojna < dhojna@juno.com>

To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legi.s.st.Ue.ak.us, Representative_John_CoghiIl@legi5i.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Caii_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us, 
representative_allen_kemplin@legis.state.ak.us

M y  d e a r  e l e c t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,

I a m  a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  S u b s t a n c e  A b u s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o n  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e s  i n  

I n t e r i o r  v i l l a g e s .  I  g e t  t h e  c a l l s  w h e n  t e e n s  a r e  s u i c i d a l ,  a n d  e v e r y  

o n c e  i n  a w h i l e  o n e  o f  t h e m  p u l l s  i t  o f f ,  r i p p i n g  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  a  v i l l a g e  

a p a r t ,  s e n d i n g  r i p p l e s  o f  d e p r e s s i o n  a n d  d e s p a i r  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  

v i l l a g e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  d i r e c t l y  i n  m o r e  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  

a b u s e  a n d  n e g l e c t .  T h i s  y e a r  I  b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  a n d  h o w  t o  

g e t  a  k i d  i n  a  l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  c r i s i s  o n  i t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  i n t o  

q u a l i t y ,  s a f e  t r e a t m e n t .  I n  A l l a k a k e t ,  t h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  a  k i d  t h e  

w h o l e  v i l l a g e  w a s  s u r e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  s u i c i d e ,  i n t o  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  t o d a y  

t h a t  k i d  i s  d o i n g  w e l l  i n  a f t e r c a r e  a n d  i n  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  f a m i l y .  I n  

s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  q u a l i t y  p s y c h i a t r i c  a n d  s u b s t a n c e  

a b u s e  c a r e ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t h a t  t h i s  t r e a t m e n t  s a v e s  e v e r y  b i t  a s  m u c h  

m o n e y  a s  q u a l i t y  m e d / s u r g  c a r e ,  p r e v e n t i n g  c o s t l i e r  p r o b l e m s  l a t e r .  T h i s  

h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  P a r i t y  m o v e m e n t .  Q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  s a v i n g  

t h a t  k i d ' s  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  w o r t h  p l e n t y  e n o u g h  t o  A l l a k a k e t ,  A l a t n a ,  H u g h e s  

a n d  H u s l i a .  W h y  i s  i t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  b e  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  w i t h o u t  a  S t a t e  

C h i l d  I n s u r a n c e  P r o g r a m ,  a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  b r i n g s  n e e d e d  f e d e r a l  m o n e y  t o  

A l a s k a ?  M o s t  j o b s  i n  t h e  n i n e  (9) v i l l a g e s  I v i s i t  h a v e  n o  i n s u r a n c e  

b e n e f i t s .  D o  w e  w a n t  t o  r e i n f o r c e  w o r k i n g  o r  w e l f a r e ?  I s e e  F e t a l  A l c o h o l  

S y n d r o m e  e v e r y w h e r e  I g o  i n  t h e  I n t e r i o r ;  d o  w e  w a n t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  

p r e g n a n t  w o m e n ,  s o m e  o f  w h o m  a r e  F A S  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h a t  m o s t  n e e d  h e a l t h  

a n d  D u a l - D i a g n o s i s  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  c a r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  

u n c u r a b l e  d i s a s t e r ,  f r o m  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  g e t  t h a t  c a r e ?  I u r g e  y o u  t o  

c o n t i n u e  t h i s  r a y  o f  h o p e .  T h a n k  y o u .

D e n n i s  E. H o j n a  M S W ,  L C S W  

T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e  

Y u k o n  T a n a n a  C o u n s e l i n g  S e r v i c e s  

P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r / C l i n i c i a n

Y O U ' R E  P A Y I N G  T O O  M U C H  F O R  T H E  I N T E R N E T !

J u n o  n o w  o f f e r s  F R E E  I n t e r n e t  A c c e s s !

T r y  i t  t o d a y  -  t h e r e ' s  n o  r i s k !  F o r  y o u r  F R E E  s o f t w a r e ,  v i s i t :  

h t t p : / / d l . w w w . i u n o . c o m / a e t / t a g j .

2/8/00 10:59 A M
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HB2G0 - Denali Kid Care

Subject: HB260 - Denali Kid Care 
Date: Tue, 8 Feb 2000 06:10:10 -0900 
From: "Nicholas Charles" < ncharles@matnet.com>

To: <Representative_Fred_Dyson@iegis.state.ak.us>

I a m  u r g i n g  y o u  t o  s t o p  H B 2 6 0  f r o m  b e i n g  p a s s e d  i n t o  lav;. I f  y o u  p a s s  t h i s  

b i l l  i t  w o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  p r o g r a m  s o  v i t a l  t o  

w o r k i n g  p a r e n t s  l i k e  m y s e l f  w i t h  n o  h e a l t h  b e n e f i t s  f o r  m y  c h i l d r e n .  I a m  a  

s t a k e h o l d e r  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .  I h a v e  c h i l d r e n  I w o u l d n ' t  b e  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  t o  

p r o v i d e  m e d i c i n e ,  t h e r a p y  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d .  M y  i n c o m e  i s  

m a r g i n a l ,  I h a v e  a  m o r t g a g e ,  c a r  p a y m e n t s ,  o t h e r  l o a n s ,  h o u s e h o l d  b i l l s  t o  

p a y .  W e  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  a t  t h e  b o r d e r l i n e .  A n d ,  m y  e m p l o y e r  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  a n y  

c o v e r a g e  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  s o  s m a l l  t h a t  e v e n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  l i m i t e d  c o v e r a g e  i s  

s i m p l y  u n a f f o r d a b l e  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t w o  o f  

m y  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  c h i l d r e n  t h e  p r e m i u m s  w o u l d  b e  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h .  T o  t o p  i t  

o f f  m y  w i f e  a n d  I  a r e  i n  s c h o o l .  I a m  t a k i n g  f u l l - t i m e  c r e d i t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  t o  g e t  a  d e g r e e  a n d  m y  w i f e  i s  i n  t r a i n i n g  s o  t h a t  s h e  

c a n  b e c o m e  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a  j o b .  I w o r k  v e r y  h a r d  t o  s u p p o r t  m y  f a m i l y .  B u t  

a s  h a r d  a s  I a m  w o r k i n g ,  I a m  s t i l l  n o t  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  i n s u r a n c e  o n  m y  o w n  

f o r  m y  k i d s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I a m  t h e  o n l y  p a r e n t  w i t h  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  

c h i l d r e n  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h i s .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a c r o s s  t h e  

c o u n t r y ,  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a r e  p r o v i d i n g  c o v e r a g e  f o r  p a r e n t s  w i t h o u t  

i n s u r a n c e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  I f  A l a s k a  w e r e  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  

c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  i n  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  m y s e l f ,  i t  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  h o n o r  o f  

b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  i n  t h e  u n i o n  w i t h o u t  a  c h i l d r e n ' s  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m .

T h e  p r o g r a m  i s  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  b r i n g s  i n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  f e d e r a l  

d o l l a r s  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m  i s  f u n d e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  

f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  a n d  a  s m a l l  a m o u n t  o f  s t a t e  d o l l a r s .  C u t t i n g  i t  w o u l d  a m o u n t  

t o  a  h u g e  l o s s  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e  ( 7 2  c e n t s  o f  e v e r y  d o l l a r  

s p e n t  o n  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  i s  f e d e r a l  f u n d s ) .  W i t h  t h e  s t a t e ' s  f i s c a l  b u d g e t  

d e f i c i t ,  y o u  d o n ' t  s t a r t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  i t  b y  c u t t i n g  o f f  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  

r e v e n u e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r o g r a m s  l i k e  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e .  Y o u  h a v e  t o  l o o k  a t  i t  

i n  r e a l  t e r m s .  I t  b r i n g s  f e d e r a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  w i t h  

a  s m a l l  s t a t e  i n v e s t m e n t ,  h e l p s  t o  c u t  f u t u r e  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s .  I t  m a k e s  

a b s o l u t e l y  n o  s e n s e  t o  c u t  a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  b r i n g s  i n  o u t s i d e  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .  

B e c a u s e  y o u  w o u l d  b e  c r e a t i n g  h i g h e r  f u t u r e  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s  a n d  p u t  m o r e  

p e o p l e  i n t o  w e l f a r e .  Y o u  d o n ' t  n e e d  t o  a d d  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b u d g e t  d e f i c i t  b y  

e l i m i n a t i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m .  I a m  u r g i n g  y o u  t o  d o  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  s e n s i b l e  t h i n g  

t o d a y  a t  y o u r  H o u s e  H E S S  m e e t i n g  b y  n o t  p a s s i n g  H B  2 6 0 .

2/8/00 11:06 A M
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Subject: H B  260
Date: Tue, 8 Feb 2000 08:54:09 -0900 
From: Dick Wilson <dw99S35@worldnet.att.net>

To: "Dyson, Fred" <Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>

P l e a s e  h e l p  k i l l  H B  2 6 0 .

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  d e n y  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  l o w  a n d  

m o d e r a t e  i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s .  I f  i t  p a s s e s ,  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  e c o n o m i c a l l y  

d e s t r o y  m a n y  f a m i l i e s .

E v e n  h i g h - i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s ,  i f  u n i n s u r e d ,  c a n  b e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  

d e v a s t a t e d  i f  a  c h i l d  h a s  a  s e r i o u s  a c c i d e n t  o r  d e v e l o p s  a  s e r i o u s  

p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s .  A l a s k a  s h o u l d  j o i n  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e  t h a t  

a r e  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  u n i v e r s a l  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  

H i g h e r - i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s  s h o u l d  p a y  f o r  t h e  i n s u r a n c e ,  b u t  t o  d e n y  

a c c e s s  t o  i n s u r a n c e  i s  s h o r t  s i g h t e d .

I w o r k e d  o n  b o t h  n a t i o n a l  a n d  s t a t e  c o m m i t t e e s  s e e k i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  

h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  D e n a l i  K i d s C a r e  i s  a  g o o d  d e a l  f o r  

c h i l d r e n ,  f a m i l i e s  a n d  t h e  s t a t e .

P r i m a r y  I h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  e a r l y  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  

t r e a t m e n t  f o r  t h e  2 0  p e r c e n t  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  h a v e  p s y c h i a t r i c  

d i s o r d e r s .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  H e a l t h  h a v e  u r g e d  t h e s e  

p r o g r a m s  s i n c e  t h e  m i d - 1 9 8 0 ,  b u t  A l a s k a  d o e s  n o t  a s  y e t  h a v e  

e f f e c t i v e  p r o g r a m s .  H a v i n g  g o o d  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  i s  c r i t i c a l  

t o  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s ,  w h i c h  c o m m o n l y  h a v e  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  

b e n e f i t / c o s t  r a t i o s  -  a n y w h e r e  f r o m  3 t o  1 t o  1 3  t o  1.

I t  c o s t s  t h e  s t a t e  a  l o t  o f  m o n e y  t o  n o t  h a v e  u n i v e r s a l  h e a l t h  

i n s u r a n c e  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  D o n ' t  m a k e  m a t t e r s  w o r s e !

D i c k  W i l s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  

N A M I  o f  S i t k a ,  A l a s k a

mailto:dw99S35@worldnet.att.net
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Subject: H B  260
Date: Tue, 08 Feb 2000 10:18:46 -0900 
From: Polly Smith < pkpsmith@alaska.net>

Organization: Anchorage Literacy Project
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n :

I a m  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  o p p o s e  H B  2 6 0 .  A s  a  f o r m e r  f a m i l y  l i t e r a c y  e d u c a t o r  

a n d  n o w  a s  D i r e c t o r  o f  I m P A C T ,  a n  E v e n  S t a r t  F a m i l y  L i t e r a c y  p P r o g r a m ,

I k n o w  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  

A l a s k a ' s  c h i ' d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s .  I k n o w  m a n y  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  

w o r k f o r c e  a r i  u n e l i g i b l e  f o r  M e d i c a i d  b u t  h a v e  f o u n d  s e c u r i t y  a n d  s a f e t y  

f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e ,  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  

c o u l d  p o s s - b l y  h a v e  h e a l t h  c o v e r a g e .  H e a l t h y  c h i l d r e n  a r e  e a g e r  a n d  

r e a d y  t o  l e a r n .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  o p t i m a l  l e a r n i n g  

f o r  a l l  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e .

P o l l y  S m i t h  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

A n c h o r a g e  L i t e r a c y  P r o j e c t

1 of I 2/8/00 1:57 PM
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Mouse Bill 260

Subject: House Bill 260
Date: Thu, 27 Jan 2000 16:57:07 A K S T  

From: "Rhonda Petrey" < r_petrey@hotmail.com>
To: Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us 
CC: Representative_Fred_Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,

I a m  w r i t i n g  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  H o u s e  b i l l  2 6 0 .  I h a v e  a  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

l i v e l i h o o d  o f  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e .  N o t  o n l y  a m  I e m p l o y e d  b y  a n  a g e n c y  w h o  h e l p s  

s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  

w h o  n e e d  s c r e e n i n g s ,  t e s t s ,  e t c .  I a m  a l s o  a  f o r m e r  s i n g l e  m o t h e r  w h o  

w o r k e d  t o  p u t  m y s e l f  t h r o u g h  s c h o o l  t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  j o b  a n d  s u p p o r t  m y  t w o  

w o n d e r f u l  c h i l d r e n  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  I n o w  h a v e  a  p e r m a n e n t , f u l l  t i m e  j o b .

I m a d e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e m o v e  m y s e l f  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  A T A P  a n d  F o o d  S t a m p  

b e n e f i t s ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I m a d e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  t o  s u p p o r t  u s  o n  m y  o w n .  I t  w a s  

i m p o r t a n t  f o r  m e  t o  k e e p  t h e  m e d i c a i d  b e n e f i t s  f o r  m y  c h i l d r e n ,  a s  m y  

e m p l o y e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  d i d  n o t  o f f e r  t h o s e  b e n e f i t s  f o r  m y  c h i l d r e n .

I w a s  r e c e n t l y  m a r r i e d  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  4 c h i l d r e n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  o f  u s .  O u r  

h o u s e h o l d  i n c o m e  i s  t o o  h i g h  f o r  r e g u l a r  m e d i c a i d  a n d  t h e  l o s s  o f  D e n a l i  

K i d C a r e  w o u l d  b e  d e v a s t a t i n g  t o  u s .  T o  i n s u r e  m y  f a m i l y  w o u l d  c o s t  m e  h a l f  

o f  m y  s a l a r y .  M y  h u s b a n d ' s  e m p l o y e r  d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  i n s u r a n c e .

T h i s  i s  a  v i t a l  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  A l a s k a .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t  

c o s t s  $ 4 7 2  p e r  y e a r  t o  i n s u r e  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  

r e a s o n a b l e  a m o u n t .

I d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  y o u  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  d a m a g e  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  t o  

f a m i l i e s  l i k e  m i n e  a n d  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  s i m u l a r  t o  m i n e  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  t h i s  

s t a t e .  I w i l l  b e  p a y i n g  v e r y  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  i s s u e  a n d  w i l l  f i g h t  

i n  w h a t e v e r  w a y  I c a n  t o  k e e p  t h i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p r o g r a m .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R h o n d a  C r a w f o r d  

P . O .  B o x  1 5 2 4  

K e n a i ,  A K  9 9 6 6 9

G e t  Y o u r  P r i v a t e ,  F r e e  E m a i l  a t  h t t o : / /w w w . h o t m a i l . c o m

I ol' I 1/31/00 5:01 PM

mailto:r_petrey@hotmail.com
mailto:Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Fred_Dyson@Iegis.state.ak.us
http://www.hotmail.com
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Subject: H B  260
Date: Fri, 04 Feb 2000 13:13:43 A K S T  

From: "Norma Strickland" <normastrickIand@hotmail.corn>
To: Representative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Joe_Green@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us, Represenlative_Tom_Brice@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_AIlen_Kemplen@legis.state.ak.us

W E  M U S T  B E  R E S P O N S I B L E .  C h i l d r e n  m u s t  a l w a y s  r e c e i v e  w h a t e v e r  h e l p  t h e  S t a t e  

c a n  g i v e  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  b a s i c s .  H B  2 6 0  i s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  w h e n  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g :

* H e a l t h  c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  A l a s k a ' s  

c h i l d r e n .

* I f  H B  2 6 0  p a s s e d ,  A l a s k a  w o u l d  b e  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  a  s t a t e - s p o n s o r e d  c h i l d  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m .

* D e n a l i  K i d  C a r e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n  i s  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e - - o n l y  $ 4 7 2  p e r  

y e a r ,  p e r  c h i l d ,  i n  s t a t e  f u n d s .  E l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a  

h u g e  l o s s  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e  - 7 2  c e n t s  o f  e v e r y  d o l l a r s p e n t  

o n  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  i s  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .

♦ D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  h e l p s  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s  w h o  w o r k  i n  j o b s  w i t h  n o  b e n e f i t s  t o  

p r o v i d e  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  D e n a l i  K i d C a r e  a l s o  h e l p s f a m i l i e s  

w h o  a r e  m o v i n g  o f f  w e l f a r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n  s t i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n ' s  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s .

* C o v e r a g e  f o r  p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e n s u r e  a  h e a l t h  s t a r t  f o r  

A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n .

I u r g e  y o u  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  s a v i n g  m o n e y  i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n .  I n  t h e  e n d  w e  p a y  

m u c h  m o r e  f o r  a  p o o r  s t a r t .

N o r m a  S t r i c k l a n d  

7 9 0 - 2 9 6 0

G e t  Y o u r  P r i v a t e ,  F r e e  E m a i l  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . h o t m a i l . c o m

2/7/00 5:41 PM
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