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H o u s e ,  L a b o r ,  a n d  C o m m e r c e

R e :  P E R S  c r e d i t  f o r  n o n - c e r t i f i c a t e d  e m p l o y e e s

T o :  C h a i r / R o k e b e r g

I h a v e  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  f o r  1 5  y e a r s .  I 

h a v e  o n l y  7 . 5  y e a r s  o f  c r e d i t  t o w a r d  p e r s .

I s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  w h e n  I w a s  

2 4  y e a r s  o l d ,  1 a m  n o w  a l m o s t  4 0 .  T h e r e  i s  n o  w a y  I 

c a n  s e c  r e t i r e m e n t  b y  6 5  o r  e v e n  7 0 .  P e o p l e  w o r k i n g  

w i t h  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e i r  b e s t  y e a r s  b e f o r e  

t h e n .  B u t  g h i n g  o u r  b e s t  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  

o u r  s t a t e s  c h i l d r e n  w e  a r e  n o t  g i v e n  c r e d i t  a s  w e  

s h o u l d  b e .

W e  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  9  m o n t h  e m p l o y e e s ,  n o t  

s e a s o n a l .  It is d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  w o r k  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  

m o n t h s  b e c a u s e  e v e r y o n e  k n o w s  y o u  w i l l  o n l y  b e  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s .  W e  a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  

f o r  u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t s ,  w e  d o n ’t g e t  d u e  c r e d i t  

f o r  p e r s .

P l e a s e  p a s s  H B 1  7. It is t h e  f a i r  t h i n g  t o  d o  f o r  t h e  

w o r k i n g  c l a s s .
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HB 17

Subject: H B  17
Date: Wed, 10 Mar 1999 09:07:15 -0600 
From: bonnie@kpbsd.kl2.ak.us (Bonnie Clouston)

'I’o: Representative_Tom_Bricc@legis.state.ak.us,
Representativc_Norman_Rokcbcrg@lcgis.state.ak.us,
Represcntative_Andrc\vL_HaIcro@lcgis.state.ak.us,
Representative_AndrcvvL_Halcro@Icgis.statc.ak.us,
RcpresentativcL_Andrc\v_HaIcro@legis.statc.ak.us,
Rcprescntativc_Andrcvv_Halcro@lcgis.statc.ak.us,
Rcprcscntativc_John_Harris@lcgis.statc.ak.us,
Rcprescntativc_Lisa_Murko\vski@lcgis.statc.ak.us,
Rcprcscntativc_Jcrry_Sandcrs@legis.statc.ak.us,
Reprcsentative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us

Please support HB 17. I understand that this bill will be heard on 
Friday. I have sent POMs before on this bill and have had some response 
from several of the House Labor and Commerce Committee. I want to thank 
those who have contacted me.

I really need you help with this bill. I am an employee with the Kenai 
Peninsula School District, hired in 1981. If I were treated like the 
teachers, legislative staff workers and the school board members I would 
have 18 years credit in the PERS system. To date I have only 13.3 year in 
my PERS account. Please help the classified employee be counted equally 
with our fellow employees. My position is considered full time, as I 
can't collect unemployment like other seasonal workers but I am denied the 
year for
year credit. Perhaps someone could explain to me why this is fair. Thank 
you for listening and I urge you to support this bill. Thank you.

3 10/99 11:21 A
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Subject: H o u s e  Bill # 1 7

Date: Wed, 03 Mar 1999 18:4S:57 -0900  
From: "debi lichter" <dubbcr@mtaonline.net>

To: Norman Rokeberg <Rcprcsentativc_Norman_Rokebcrg@lcgis.state.ak.us>,
Brian Porter < Representative_Brian_Porter@legis.state.ak.us>,
John Cowdery <Rcprcscntativc_John_Co\vdcry@ligis.state.ak.us>,
Tom Brice <Represeniative_Tom_Brice@lcgis.statc.ak,us>,
Sharon Cissna < Rcprcscntativc_Sharon_Cissna@lcgis.statc.ak.us>,
John Harris < Rcprcscntative_John_Harris@legis.statc.ak.us>,
Lisa Murkovvski < Rcprcscntative_Lisa_Murkovvski@lcgis.statc.ak.us>,
Jerry Sanders < Rcprcscntative_Jcrry_Sandcrs@legis.statc.ak.us>

I have worked as an administrative assistant for the University of Alaska - 
Fairbanks (six years), the Kodiak Island Borough School Distirct (five 
years) and am currently employed by the Anchorage School District (three 
years) as a Noncertificated Employee. Although on paper it appears that I 
have worked for 1-t years, I only have accumulated 9.626 years with PERS.

Please support H8S17 which calls for full year PERS Credit for
Moncertificated Employees as is currently being credited to our certificated
counterparts in the educational field. Thank you. Deborah Bain Lichter,

CPS
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HD 17

Subject: HB17
Date: Fri, 12 Feb 1999 08:38:33 -0600 \ 2 1999
From: pmills@kpbsd.kl2.ak.us (Pauline Mills)

To: Representative_Norman_Rokcbcrg@lcgis.state.ak.us

Please support HB17 and make the inequity end!I Would it be right to 
treat the senators with a full year credit towards retirement BUT tell the 
representatives they only get counted 9 months towards retirement??
Please Make it FAIR FOR ALL!!!

I am a Administrative Secretary III and have worked for the Kenai 
Peninsula Borough School District since 1984. I am very disappointed in 
the legislature for not passing a similar bill earlier. This seems very 
UNFAIR! I guess if the legislature can't get this bill passed it may be 
something for the court system because it is very discriminatory I

Thanks for your support!

2/12/99 9:26 A.\
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TRS legislation

Subject: T R S  legislation
Date: Sat, 06 M a r  1999 19:27:43 -0900 
From: beachak@alaska.nct

To: Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.statc.ak.us

Dear Sir:

Having just received word that House Bill 17 and Senate Bill 16 have 
been introduced in an effort to make changes in the Public Employees 
Retirement System, I would like to enlist your help in making similar 
changes in the Teachers Retirement System. Currently, part-time 
employees who are under the Teachers Retirement System get only .5 years 
credit toward retirement for working a year at any part-time position, 
whether they work .5 FTE or .99 FTE. They must work 12 years to be 
vested in the system. This means that an employee who is working 80% of 
a full time job must work 40 years to get full retirement rather than 
the 20 years which an employee working 100% would work. This is an 
unfair situation which certainly demands a remedy similar to the one 
prooosed for the PERS employees.

Thank you for your help in this matter.

Chris Boone

mailto:beachak@alaska.nct
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H B  17 from Fairbanks

Subject: H B  17 from Fairbanks
Date: Sun, 7 M a r  1999 17:30:20 -0900 
From: Brad White < bwhite@polamet.com>

To: '"representative_norman_rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us'" <Represcntative_Norman_Rokeberg@l

I would like to urge you schedule a hearing on HB17 as soon as possible. I feel 
this is an important bill that needs to be addressed.
JoAnne White

3/8/99 10:49 A M
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SB V

Subject: SB 9
Date: 3 Mar 1999 15:06:56 -0900

From: "Markson_JoAnne" <marksonJoanne@msmail.asd.kl2.ak.us>
To: "Representative Rokeberg" <Representative_Norman_Rokebcrg@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: "Rep. Brice" < Representativc_Tom_Brice@lcgis.statc.ak.us>,
"Rep. Cissna" <Represcntativc_Sharon_Cissna@legis.stac.ak.us>,
"Rep. Harris" <Rcprcscntativc_John_Harris@legis.statc.ak.us>,
"Rep. Murkowski" < Rcprcscntativc_Lisa_Murkowski@lcgis.state.ak.us>,
"Rep. Sanders" <Rcpresentativc_Jcrry_Sandcrs@lcgis.statc.ak.us>,
"Representative Halcro" <Rcprcscntative_Andrcw_HaIcro@legis.statc.ak.us>

Dear Representative Rokeberg:
>>>
I would like to request your support o£ SB 9 to provide nine 
and ten month classified school district employees with credit for 
full-year retirement under the Public Employee Retirement System.
>>>
As you are well aware, this change would meen that classified and certified staff 
would be treated the same way for the first time when it comes to earning retirement
credit. This is only fair to employees who work in the
service of students and the public.

This bill would benefit approximately 1,000 employees in the Anchorage School District 
and approximately 6,000 statewide.

Thank you very much for your time and I hope you will support the school
district classified staff and provide for a more secure retirement after their years

of work for students.
>
Sincerely,

JoAnne Markson, Administative Assistant
Kincaid Elementary, Anchorage
>>>
>>>
>>
>>
>

MAK o 3 1399

I of I 3/3/99 4:03 P.V
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Housu Dill 17

Subject: House Bill 17

Date: Mon, 1 Mar 1999 21:37:32 -0900 
From: "Gary McIntyre" <AclvancedCybrSys@thevortex.com>

To: "Jerry Sanders" < Represcntative_Jerry.Sandcrs@Icgis.state.ak.us>,
"Lisa Murkovvski" <Rcprcsentative_Lisa_Murkowski@lcgis.state.ak.us>,
"Loren Leman" <Scnator_Loren_Lcman@lcgis.statc.ak.us>,
"Lyman Hoffman" < Senaotor_Lyman_Hoffman@lcgis.state.ak.us>,
"John Harris" < Reprcscntativc_John_Harris@legis.statc.ak.us>,
"Andrew Halcro" <Rcprcscntativc_Andrcw_Halcro@legis.statc,ak,us>,
"Sharon Cissna" <Rcprcsentativc_Sharon_Cissna@lcgis.statc.ak.us>,
"Dave Donley" <Senator_Davc_Donlcy@lcgis.state.ak.us>,
"Tom Brice" <Rcprescntative_Tom_Brice@lcgis.statc.ak.us>,
"John Cowdcry" <Rcpresentativc_John_Cowdcry@Icgis.state.r.k.us>,
"Tim Kelly" <Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.statc.ak.us>,
"Brian Porter" <Rcprescntative_Brian_Porter@!egis state,ak.i s>,
"Drue Pearce" <Scnator_Druc_Pearce@lcgis.siate.ak.us>,
"Norman Rokeberg" <Representutive_Norman_Rokebcrg@kgis.state.ak.us>,
"Jerry Mackie" <Senator_Jcrry_Mackic@lcgis.stale.ak.us>

Please vote in favo r o f giv ing noncertifica ted nine, ten, and eleven month employees cred it fo r twelve months of 
service. Please vote accord ing ly. Thank you very much.
Nancy McIntyre 
24375 Petunia Ct. Apt E 
E lmendorf AFB, AK 99506 
daytim e phone 279-2541

l of I 3/3/99 3:20 A.'
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House Dill 17

Subject: House Bill 17

Date: Tue, 02 M a r  1999 17:22:24 -0S00 

From: Mary Conner < MOONLITE@alaska.net>

Organization: H  &  W  Printing
To: Represcntativc_Norman_Rokcberg@legis.statc.ak.us, 

Rcprescntativc_Brian_Porter@lcgis.state.ak.us, 

Rcprcscntative_John_Cowdery@legis.statc.ak.us, 

Representativc_Tom_Bricc@lcgis.statc.ak.us, 

Rcprescntativc_Sharon_Cissna@lcgis.statc.ak.us, 

Rcprcscntative_Anclrevv_Halcro@legis.statc.ak.us, 

Rcprescntativc_John_Harris@lcgis.state.ak.us, 

Rcprcscntative_Lisa_Murkowski@lcgis.statc.ak.us, 

Rcprcsentative_Jcrry_Sandcrs@legis.state.ak.us

Please voce yes on House Bill 17. Thank you, Mary Conner (ASD)

3/3/99 S:21 AN
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II1317

Date: Tuc, 2 Mar 1999 15:35:17-0900 From: rachel tidvvell <rtidwell@northstar.kl2.ak.us>
To: Rcprcscntativc_Norman_Rokcberg@lcgis.statc.ak.us

> D e a r  R e p .  R o k e b e r g :

>1 w a n e  c o  u r g e  y o u  Co s u p p o r c  c h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l ,  HB 17 t o  p r o v i d e  n i n e  
> a n d  c e n  m o n t h  c l a s s i f i e d  s c h o o l  d i s c r i c c  e m p l o y e e s  w i c h  c r e d i t  f o r  f u l l - y e a r  
> r e t i r e m e n c  u n d e r  Che  P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .
>
> A s y o u  a r e  w e l l  a w a r e ,  t h i s  c h a n g e  w o u l d  m e e n  c h a t  c l a s s i f i e d  a n d  c e r i f i e d  
> s c a f f  w o u l d  b e  c r e a t e d  t h e  s a m e  w a y  f o r  c h e  f i r s t  t i m e  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  c o  
> e a r n i n g  r e t i r e m e n t  c r e d i t .  T h i s  i s  o n l y  f a i r  t o  e m p l o y e e s  w ho  w o r k  i n  c h e  
> s e r v i c e  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c h e  p u b l i c .
>
> Y o u r  b i l l  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  450 e m p l o y e e s  i n  c h e  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  
> S c a r  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 ,000 s t a t e w i d e .
>
> J  h o p e  c h a t  y o u  w i l l  r e q u e s t  a  p r o m p t  h e a r i n g  o n  c h e  b i l l  i n  c h e  L a b o r  6 
> C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I  w i l l  a l s o  b e  u r g i n g  t h e  o c h e r  m e m b e r s  c o  s u p p o r c  
> t h i s  b i l l .
>
> A g a i n ,  t h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  s u p p o r c  c h e  
> s c h o o l
d i s c r i c c  c l a s s i f i e d  s caff co p r o v i d e  for a mo r e  se c u r e  r e c i r e m e n C  a f C e r  

cheir years

> o f  w o r k  f o r  s t u d e n t s .

Subject: H B 1 7

> S i n c e r e l y ,
>
>R a c h e l  T i d w e l l
> We H e r  E l e m e n t a r y
>
>

1999

I o f I V im  8:20 A ‘i
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In suppoert o f  H B  1 7

Subject: In suppoert of H B  17
Date: Sun, 28 Feb 1999 20:17:32 -0900 
From: Peggy <pcggyl@northstar.kl2.ak.us>

To: Reprcsentative_Norman_Rokcbcrg@lcgis.state.ak,us

I am  w r i t i n g  in s u p p o r t  of H o u s e  Bill 17 s p o n s o r e d  b y  R e p  T o m  Brice.

I have b e e n  an e m p l o y e e  of the F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r ic t  

s i n c e  1982 a n d  hav e  e a r n e d  less th a n  16 y e a r s  of s e r v i c e  for o v e r  17 y ears 

of w o r k i n g  for the D i strict. HB 17 a d d r e s s e s  the i n e q u i t y  in s t a t e  la w  and 

the PER S s y s t e m  b y  g i v i n g  n o n c e r t i f i c a t e d  s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e s  a c o m p a r a b l e  

a m o u n t  of days  the o p t i o n s  to use the same r e t i r e m e n t  f o r m u l a  that 

c e r t i f i c a t e d  e m p l o y e e s  use.

I s t r o n g l y  urge you to s u p p o r t  this bill.

Peggy Hirt
288 R a m b l i n g  R o a d  #57 

Fairbanks, Ak 99712

Phone: (w) 4 56 - 5 7 7 5

(h) 4 5 7 - 2 1 9 9

HAR o 3 1999

3/3/9!) S :  1 7  A,\

mailto:pcggyl@northstar.kl2.ak.us


S u b je c t : H B  #17
Date: Wed, 03 Mar 1999 21:07:13 -0900 
From: "debi lichter" <dubber@mtaonline.net>

To: Norman Rokeberg <Representative_Norman_Rokcberg@legis.state.ak.us>, 
Brian Porter <Represcntative_Brian_Portcr@lcgis.state.ak.us>,
John Cowdcry <Represcntative_John_Cowdcry@ligis.state.ak.us>,
Tom Brice <Reprcsentativc_Tom_Brice@iegis.statc.ak.us>,
Sharon Cissna <Reprcscntativc_ 3haron_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us>,
John Harris <Rcpresentative_John_Harris@legis.state.ak.us>,
Lisa Murkowski <Rcprescntative_Lisa_Murkowski@legis.statc.ak.us>, 
Jerry Sanders <Rcprcscntativc_Jcrry_Sandcrs@legis.statc.ak.us>

Please s u p p or c  che bills chac call for full yea r  PERS C r e d i c  for 

N o n c e r c i f i c a c e d  Employees.

mailto:dubber@mtaonline.net
mailto:Representative_Norman_Rokcberg@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Represcntative_Brian_Portcr@lcgis.state.ak.us
mailto:Represcntative_John_Cowdcry@ligis.state.ak.us
mailto:Reprcsentativc_Tom_Brice@iegis.statc.ak.us
mailto:3haron_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Rcpresentative_John_Harris@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Rcprescntative_Lisa_Murkowski@legis.statc.ak.us
mailto:Rcprcscntativc_Jcrry_Sandcrs@legis.statc.ak.us


H o u se  b il l  1 7

Subject: House bill 17
Date: 3 Mar 1999 12:52:27 -0900
From: "01son_Inga" <olson_inga@msmail,asd.kl2.ak.us>

To: Reprcscntativc_Norman_Rokcbcrg@legis.statc.ak.us

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  Rokeberg,

I n e e d  to let yo u  k n o w  that I S U P P O R T  H o u s e  bil l  17. I a l s o  w o u l d  like to T H A N K  Y O U  

for b r i n g i n g  it f o r w a r d  an d  I ho p e  it will paso. I've alw a y s  w o n d e r e d  w h y  the 

t e a c h e r s  c o u l d  r e t i r e  a f t e r  20 y e a r s  a n d  the no n  c e r t i f i c a t e d  e m p l o y e e s  h a d to w o r k  30 

years. H e r e  w e ' r e  all p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w o r k i n g  for the same e m p l o y e r  the A n c h o r a g e  

S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  a n d  I t h i n k  i t ’s time we get t r e a t e d  the same.

T h a n k s  a g a i n  for all y o u r  h a r d  w o r k

Inga O l s o n
S e n i o r  C l e r k / I n f o r m a t i o n  S u p p o r t  C e n t e r

MAR 0 3

3 /3m  2 :2 5  PIV

mailto:Reprcscntativc_Norman_Rokcbcrg@legis.statc.ak.us


G e n e r a l  T e a m s t e r s  L o c a l  9 5 9  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
Allilialea with Inlernalirsnal Bielherliood ol Ton a) stars 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503. 520 E 3ATH AVE. (907) 565-8122 FAX (907) 565-8265 GERALD L. HOOD, Secrelaty-Treasurer

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99707. P.O. Hu* 70609 (907) 352-2959 FAX (907) <152-5051
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801. 306 Willoughby (907) 586-3225 FAX (907) 586-1227
KENALALASKA99G11.P.O BOX 3150 (907) 2R3--1498 FAX (907)283-8030

March 22, 1999
HAND DELIVERED
Representative Dyson, Co-Chair 
Representative Coghill, Co-Chair 
Senate HESS Committee
Re: HB 17 PERS Credit For Noncertificated Employees
Dear Representative Dyson and Representative Coghill:
Teamsters Local 959 represents noncertificated employees, most predominantly in the 
Anchorage School District. Several hundred of those members actually work less than 
twelve months of the year due to the nature of their jobs; included are bus drivers, food 
service workers and some maintenance employees. If passed, HB 17 would allow those 
members, by individual choice, the opportunity to receive the same credited year as their 
certificated counterparts for purposes of retirement. Any increased cost under this bill 
would be borne by the employee, not the employer (School District).

We urge your support and passage of this bill to allow, by employee choice, the 
opportunity to increase their credited service time as is currently the option for the 
certificated employees.
Sincerely,
TEAMSTERS LOCAL 959

cc: Representative Whitaker
Representative Green 
Representative Morgan 
Representative Brice 
Representative Kemplen

MAR 2 5 1999

pg\bht-lcgi\dyson17.1
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0  1 '

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ftfcoXMn LA\ArcrV\ot\ Soc\o\  S e W i V C e

committee on - M e  n

bill/subject

rcommittee name 
, dated $( 2 3 |

JJBf
§c& a a K

Xy(b ^

Signed: X U U m *l Qj .
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
3 jji± % M a s L  jZ L  £
Address

9 p 7 - 7 ^ 7 - £ ^ - 7

Phone No.
9/86 Legislative Information Office

TOTAL P . 0 9



MAR-23-99 TUE 10:27 KENAI LIO
tlflR-23-1999 11104 FROM

FAX NO. 2833075 P. 02
TO 2833075 P .02

TO: House Health Education and Social Services Committee 

DATE: March 23, 1999

Please include this testimony for the hearing on HB17 today. March 23. 1999,

Please support HB17. I have been employed with the Kenai Peninsula Borough 
School District for 18 years. To date I have a 13.3 year credit in the PERS system. My 
co-workers who are teachers and work the exact amount of time as I are credited with 
the entire 18 years. I don’t understand this, why I am treated differently. This year for 
year credit is also offered to the School Board members and Legislative Staff. The 
other interesting fact is 1 am considered a full lime permanent employee with the 
school district which makes me ineligible to collect unemployment during the summer 
months but i am not obviously considered full time with the state. Please help pass 
this bill il means a lot to my future as well as the other classified employees. We all 
deserve to be equal.

Thank you,

Bonnie Clouston 
P.O. Box 546 
Kasrlof, AK 99610 
907-262-4478

TOTAL P . 02



D 'A SO \\1—o<\Vs\\\, 'oVv’ .eXS ^ aYc\t\y 'jOV\\a,'^eV
0  W ^ V C o l ^ W *  ' '

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the \ ^ e . ° , \ W  fc A tA c A v r ti | S o c \ o. \  S eXviV C e;

committee name
 W ft  n  _ 3 M wcommittee on

bill/subject

Signed: ^ L s h J A s §  < S u ( M \ A l h ^
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
! % 3  D o d g e s  O ' .  S / A U s .  A L a s h x ,  W t f b S

Address
 __________

Phone No.
9/86 Legijnnve information OHice



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the \ \ e . o \ W  1£AtAr A w  Sac<cA S t V

committee name 
committee on —  U r  n     dated _ _ 2

bill/subject

MXL* c*-'

c c ^ c L  S U u i K
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dU m LMSigned:----- I LyA/iPkfrl ,_
Testifier '

7 2 1  S i r s U  < s l  . S , i L  f i k  <???& ;
Address

Representing (Optional) *

<lA7 -  1Q7- U73.

9/66 Ungtsiativa ln(o>m*hon oifiea

P h o n e  No.



^  \ C ^ V \ e V  ^  1

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Piease enter into the record my testimony to the S o q q \  ScX\)VC£
w \
&
committee name

committee on _  i L B d h   dated — 3.1_L3| Ifj.
bill/subject *

P & o a * . j£ £ 4 0 O fr tT '

U ~ & u 4 e  /  •

Signed:

Representing (Optional)

Address '
 7 - t Z r- . ^ 7 ^ _________________________
Phone No.

9/56 Laxative Information Olfic*
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t x v \ S ^ C & G V \ \ \ ,  G're.e.Vv, H e Y a a ' n ,  ^ V v W e Y

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Ue.a,\VV\ | &Ad,rrA\oy' SootrA S^XVltCe.
committee name

committee on U r  n , dated 3 7.3 ^
bill/subject

A / V

~~jj%AAs cts)/\d^  H & i A K

Signed: _------
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
7?ck  5 D 7 J 1 S / t e a . ,  A k : .

Address
$ > 0 7 -  7 V 7 -  % b 9 /

Phone No.
9/80 l.eg>jiativB Information Olhce



C l A S C ^  <_6QV\\\ . H o y a c O w ,  Vk} V vW « lV

0  B v W . V C ^ W *  ' •

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ^.C-AW ^-Aur.aV\ot\ ^o i.rA  \j\Cerrommittee name
committee on    U f t  n  dated 3 [ 2 3 |q v

bill/subject

-Asdj & —■

OCo^cL H cZA'CK'

Signed:

Representing (Optional)
c 2 Q 0  2  s m c  f c s & L  5 2 U f e * ^ ; C L M z :

Address
 n m - K o r n _______________________________
Phone No.

9/86 Lcg tjiac lv* ln(orm»dort Office
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^ o c x V \ W  b\xe.V\ . ^ V A ^ e V

0  1

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the U.&iAW SAttnAxoV, LSoc\rA StY  ViVCe:
committee name

committee on    U r  n  . 3 [t. 3 |s v ____________
bill/subject

std/ (sL-'

' ^ p \ A /  G O ^ A -  S U u a X '

Representing (Optional)
 z2?*?-
Address

Phone No.
9/86 Ueg'Siatw* information OK**



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to ihe  ̂p  Av ir rtVvotY 7 o C \o\. SLc.VVI fc1
committee name

committee on _  H b  n  _ , dated . 3 b s m __________
bill/subject

J T  a v - g a  s u p p o r t  aitvcl t p a _ s 5

H B  1 7 .  A H  C  UsS/'f/ec^f^W f>loye.tLS

d e s e r t / e  'this l> r W p t ,

Signed:

" Z r g Z T / y  s t L / l k m *
Address

7 7 7 - £ 5 & T _______________________________________

Phone No.
9/06 Legislative Information Office
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^  \ W c ,

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record rrw testimony to the

'^^CAj7KlOHS'LY"\Jicj^?,mittee narT1e ■*

committee on ■■»£» a dated
bill/subject

I X -  A 0 0 ' H e  v ~ i .

VWa.se. M o b  - ( t b r  ^ \ v s, o M o \

Signed: A js ) W  n.t\ AdJ
Testifier A'

Representing (Optional) . , \ y  A \ ,
3 - O j  L o W l  E - D  b v A ? V  S  V £ ^ < 3̂
Address

Phone No.
9/86 L«5<llatlv* Mformao'on OHicv
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the\\rJi\^\rr̂ . A v x c A ^ o ^ t S o C v A  £  elcM\ieS

committee name
committee on

bill/subject

I

Representing (GptionaJ) . , < -
^  - - -  —  O , - / ^  # £ _ & 2 *

Address
h 9 0 ?  - W ' f s r ^

Phone No.

9/65 Legiaijiiva Informal" Office

TOTAL P . 16



Representing

Address
^ 9 0 ? \  r r ? -  % s - & s r

Phone No.

^  ^  f c W o e . W ' j U

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the V\c> A\\\ t Avvc A\oM\t£>ocacA S-OcM \C?S
committee name

committee on dated 3  7 3

bill/subject
5 1

H & / 7

9/66 Legislative l/iformadon Office
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the W g . & \ W  ̂ ̂ AvxcrAtotv^ ̂ >oc\o\ S  VI \ C.eS

committee name
committee on v \ f e . n , dated 317.3

bill/subject
51

^ JLukAja-- V'O^2-" 3  n

Signed: bo— Q
Testifier

-

Representing (Optional)
S O /  L r n  c o  A

Address
9 U  - 3 0 ? s ~

Phone No.
S/86 Legislative lefcrmabcn Office
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the r.oXW ̂  &Avxc-rA-toft < £>oc\cA Se'CMVceS
committee name

«

committee on _  n
bill/subject

, dated  3 . | j 3  5 - 1

//

Representing (Optional)
/A S  fcttf&rtnQ/ S rfu jd  d tf
Address

Phone No.
9/86 Lagtsialiva irftxmatkj* Otfira
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the V \ c n \ W  feAu,cA^ot\t£oc\cA £ eVMVceS

committee name

committee o n __ i L E _ n ____________ dated 3 | z ? > m
bill/subject

n  (jjL c ^ e  w L ?  n

Representing (Optional)

 t o Q I  4 i . P .  I  S r . , A k

(Address \
Q o y  i h i ~ x i * 7 i __________________

Ffione No.
9/86 Legialaflva Information OMoo
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the V W V W 1 ̂ -X\xcA(nt\ £ocacA. £  z X VI \ ceS

committee name
committee on _  - VV^> ^  , dated  3 |  1 ^ 1  ̂ ------------------

bill/subject •

H B  H .

Signed: i^ h  9? 
Testifier

Representing (Optional) _ _
7 9 7  hU.hbtAs')' T D L s r v t  Sn M _ c {  ~

Address ,
° j01 • ~ 7 V 7  -  - ^ 7  g / ____________________

Phone No.
9/86 legislative Information Olfico
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fevv'ce, k ^ V w ^ t V x

A S a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the V\ f_ A-xVi^Au.crAtofr t SqcacA. £ €.VM \'ceS
committee name

committee on _   B> Q _________   dated  *\| 2^ l33.________ ___-
bill/subject

Plea.gis^ t S c f b  r f - B / y

Address
0 0 T 7  > 4 * 7  - < 6‘7 £? d >

Phone No.
9(G6 Leghlatjva Information Offico
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record ray testimony to the W c n\W  ^  c rA-fnr. t SocnoV S e.'cM \ t et
committee name

committee on _  n  , d a te d__ 3  | ^ 1  ^ ______ ____ .
bill/subject

J L  { j S ^ C  U o t A  s  u p b o r e

P7 -  S u p p o r t  f t £ > o

’r T ~ h a n h ~  ^ D L \ _  ,

. J.&jQQOYM. ^ H .v iv u ia u . /k *  
Testifier ^

Representing (Optional)
C\ U o u n c e -  -

Address

t S U i i n O M M ^

Phone No.
9/39 l«gtslsdv* In formatted Ofte*
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to theV\r A \V ( crAtnUtSoo.o.V Se.'CVlVceS
committee name

   dated  ^ 3 .  ------------- -committee on u s . n
bill/subject

'o rL  f/B ?

Signed:
Testifir r

Representing (Optional)
/£  5 . \J>hj’/Lkef~ S ttk# j. '/I
Address
9r?7 - 747- <$4&L____________
Phone No.

9/66 LagislaUvs Information Offtcu
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the \ W \ V \  £. &.c\ a\ SeXMiceS
committee name

committee on  i l & n      dated 3 | ___________
bill/subject

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
£ % L 2 Z £ 2 . * S > /&  . ^

Address
^ 7  7  ̂ 7  -

Phone No.
9/86 L»g<3iativ« irfafmidon o»ie*
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to tne ̂  ■• n t t \  (teAu e SncitA £ e V\i u  ec
committee name

committee on — - W Q  n  ;   dated —3|'2 .?J ^ ______________
blll/sobject

d  V \ T "

Signed:.c tXA

Testifier

Representing (Optional)
 I I I  £ L

Address
- W ^ l  -  3 U J - .  

Phone No. *
9/00 Lagittttfv# (nforma t)0h Offta! .
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to theV\f.A\V ^fcAucAtriK^nCAaV '̂'CVJVC.eS
committee name

committee on ti-Si 0 _________ , dated _ a [ 2 - 3 ,| .33.
bill/subject

Signed:__ Co± L: ''SJ)n r>\>otyinJ

Testifier »

Representing (Optional)
.1°? 9 (— A  PslafJ^LUYrJM- Qi/l • 

Address u
g d k a  , fik m s s -

Jo7- 7Y7-&Z3S'
Phone No.

9/M Ijttjis'Slvt Irtornvjdon QWe*
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the \W \ ^ \  £• S.qlL.\c\  SeWiiceS
committee name

committee on   i i B _ o      dated  *3 1-3 ̂  J3 3 ___________
bill/subject

\ [ C r t £ -  p O R .

v \ ^ >  n }

£  ^  A o  S u ? p t f - f c

\ \ ^ h  ^  -

Signed:___
Testifier

Representing (Optional) , ^ _  ___
h s u  S '- r fa  A C S & & T

Address

Phone No.
9/86 Legislative information Office
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record rny testimony to the \W \V \v  ^  W A \Q \ T̂ o  c \a \  SeWJices
committee name

committee on _  t o n   _  , dated 3 | 2 3 | t 1___________
bill/subject .

4 & A .  ~ k>

,  t '- , /

T y R  t 3 0  . z  .

d > o / e  4 r ^ £ " i S r
f  / / « / ? .

Signed: /
Testifier

Representing (Optional)  , , #  ,
Z04_ \J)c± J4± ejfc S ;f4 ^  / tA -r
Address

Phone No.
9/88 Legislative Infor/naWon Office



Y v’’) v-u^ywu ) ^ » '-'-w y  VA) V\\'V<\\^^V
B V t o j  <fc^Vv\^\eV\

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the \\e_o\V \ £ l\x cA \c> \,^ o c \& \  SeWi(ceS

committee on U k n

committee name
. dated 3

bill/subject
2 3

WHEN YOU HAVE TEACHERS ABLE TO WORK 9 MONTHS AND GET A FULL YEARS CREDIT, I T  IS  
NOT FA IR  TO HAVE THOSE CLASSIFIED STAFF WORKING ALONG SIDE OF THE TEACHERS 
GETTING ONLY 9 AND 10 MONTHS OF CREDIT.

I  URGE YOU TO SUPPORT HB 171

%

Representing (Optional)
212 LAKE VIEW DRIVE SITKA , AK 99835

Address
(9 0 7 )  9 6 6 -1 2 5 6

Phone No.
9/06 legislative Information Office
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committee name

committee on n  . , dated
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Signed:
Testifier { /

Representing (Optional) _
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Signed: _____________
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Address

Phone number



March 23, 1999

HB17

Please support this bill. I have worked-fur the Kenai Peninsula Borough ■ 
School District for 13 years and am credited with approximately-9 years-. 
It was very depressing for those of us-in our -school district,, when we - 
found out that even our own -school -board, city-ceuncil and-borotrgh - 
assembly got a year of -recognition-for-each sehool year or session-worked. 
We would like equity in formulating.Tpur-years-of service. Weem-very 
loyal, hard-working employees and many have-hottrs of time they donate-to 
keep our schools going and kids thrivmgr
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To ■ House Health, Education and Social Service Committee

P&OM Marnie Bartolini

D A T E March  23, 1999

SUBJECT: HOUSE BILL 17

Please include with public testimony an Mouse Bill 17

I  would like to express my support for House Biil 17 I  am currently working 

for the Kenai Peninsula Borough Schooi District as a 10 month employee. I  

have never fully understood why the teachers who work 9 months are given 

full retirement credit of 12 months when they only work 9. and I  receive 

only 10 months for my 10 months of work. We both have a job to do 

regardless of what that job entails. Teachers also do not pay for those 

extra months, X would at least like to be given the opportunity to choose to 

pay for those extra Z months, thus entitling me to retire in 30 years instead 

of 39. Since the school district views us as permanent full time employees, 

this excludes us from applying for unemployment benefits and makes it 

d ifficult to apply for work with other employers, who don't want to put in 

the time to train and then to have us leave 6 weeks later.

Please support House Bill 17.

T h a n k  you

x
Marnie Bdrtoiini
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f stinted \wniring for (he KP^Sl.) when I wav .23 year* of .ice - MJlcC AtluilSt. !9S? which ueii.es it nlon.si 
11 ycaiy I o ’unilty haw umla S' full years towards my rtdircmcut T»»cjttnJii'y tor full rcri'fi-ent. ( haw 
In •.vurl; ;■ full *0 years, i his means 1 w:l'. actually have in work 3V years because we do not gst .i liiil 
yc.1t s credit for each school year I work I "iris means ( mil he eligible for full retirement in tin- year l2<>?.7
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i which by the way I disagree w ilh . but am  w i l i i i y  to do) T rlnn't sec why this b i l l d io irldn 't pass

Please support House lid* 17.
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TO: House Health, Education and Social Service Committee

FROM: Dawn Daris
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District

RE: Support of HB17

DATE: March 23, 1999

Please include in the testimony for the hearing on House Bill 17 today on March 23,1999.

My starting date for the school district was on October of 88. Today I have 7 V* years credited to my 
retirement. That includes many extra days that I have put In working over the summers and spring breaks and 
Christmas breaks. I need 30 years for full retirement. I started when I was 28 years old, at this rate I will be 69 
years old before I will be able to retire with foil benefits. That means in the year 20291 will have 41 years of 
service.

Please take the time to consider this inequity of support staff.

Dawn Daris

TOTAL P . 02



TO: House Health tducat:on and Social Services Committee

DATE: March 23. 1999
Please include this testim ony for the hoaring on HB17 today. 3/23/S3

I am taking part in the Early Retirement Plan this year and will be leaving as of June 
1,1999. I have worked for Ihrs district for 17 years and yet I am being credited for only 
13 in the PERS system! I strongly support HB17 which I have fought for for years and 
even though, if it should pass, I would not be able to take advantage of it, I am thinking 
of my co-workers and their future. Not being credited for a full year of service or even 
allowed to collect unemployment during the summer has been a great injustice! How 
and why arc we classified employees treated so unfairly???? Please help pass this 
bill as it will mean alot to those who will be retiring in the future. United we stand, 
divided we beg.
Thank you,

Margaret Jacobs 
P.O. Box 1531 
Soldotna, AK 99669 
907-262-7407

TOTAL p . 02



A laska C iv il L iberties Union
An Affiliate of the American Civil Liberties Union 
P. O. Box 201844, Anchorage, A K  99520-1844 

Phone: (907) 258-0044 Pax: (907)258-0288 Email: akclu@alaska.nct

TESTIMONY
To: House HES Committee
From: Jennifer Rudinger, Executive Director
Date: Tuesday, March 16, 1999
Re: HJR 6 (Proposed Constitutional Amendment Regarding Public Funding of Private

School Tuition Vouchers)

Good afternoon, Co-Chairmen Dyson and Coghill and Members of the House HES 
Committee:

M y  name is Jennifer Rudinger, and 1 am the Executive Director of the Alaska 
Civil Liberties Union. The AkCLU is a non-profit, non-partisan organization dedicated 
to preserving and defending the principles of individual liberty guaranteed in the U.S. 
Bill of Rights and in the Alaska Constitution. 1 have come here today on behalf of almost 
900 card-carrying members of the A C L U  in Alaska to urge you not to pass HJR 6 out of 
this Committee. The obvious intent of HJR 6 is to pave the way for the passage of H B  5, 
Rep. Kohring’s school voucher scheme. The AkCLU objects to HJR 6 and to school 
vouchers for three main reasons: (1.) voucher schemes allow taxpayer dollars to fund 
institutions that are allowed to discriminate in their admissions, (2.) school voucher 
schemes would force taxpayers lo support religious beliefs and practices with which they 
strongly disagree, and (3.) voucher schemes would abandon our local public schools.

First, we strongly urge you to consider the fact that unlike public schools, private 
schools are not required to accept everyone who applies for admission. The notion is, if 
you pick your students right, then your school’s results will look good. Therefore, 
private schools tend to avoid students with the most problems, a luxury public schools do 
not have. For example, religious institutions arc not subject to the Civil Rights Act and 
can discriminate on the basis of race, physical disability, learning disability, gender, or 
any other characteristic of a student. While religious schools have the right to do this, 
they should not be allowed to use taxpayer money to discriminate. Yet, under the 
voucher scheme being proposed to you now, all taxpayers would have lo fund these 
vouchers for private school tuition, even though not all taxpayers will be able to use these 
vouchers. On the other hand, it is eminently fair that taxpayer dollars fund public school 
education, because all taxpayers at one time or another in their lives have the option of 
using the public school system.

Moreover, the notion that under a voucher system, parents will be able to choose 
“the best school” for their child is a fantasy if “the best school” can refuse to admit the 
child. That is precisely what will happen lo many parents, thereby making the reality of 
choice something less than what was promised.

Second, HJR 6 and IJ13 5 would have the effect of forcing taxpayers to support 
religious beliefs and practices with which they strongly disagree. Whether the sponsors 
admit it or not, at the heart of this proposal is the goal of merging government and

mailto:akclu@alaska.nct
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w  W M ®  H O U S E  C O M M T O E

Date Referred to Committee: March 16, 1999 F U R T H E R  REFERRALS: Finance

Date of Committee Action:

The HEALTH. E D U C A T I O N  A N D  SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: H B  17

H O U S E  BILL NO. 17 PERS CREDIT F O R  NONCERTIFICATED E M P L O Y E E S

"An Act relating to the calculation of employee contributions and credited service in the public employees’ retirement 
system for noncertificated employees of school districts, regional educational attendance areas, the Alaska Vocational 
Technical Center, and the state boarding schools; and providing for an effective date."

recommends it be replaced
with the following committee substitute

[ ] additional referral to_________f/| attached amendments)
ADOPTS:________________

Committee
Letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (Dv, .APPROVES PREVIOUS:
| J fiscal note(.s) _____________  U'ffiscal note(s) Do ft

[ ] the same title [ j a new title

(DtpCDttt)

I J zero fiscal note(s) [ ] zero fiscal note(s)
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O F F E R E D  IN T H E  HOI SE 

TO: H B  17

1 Page 1, line 3. following "areas,":

2 Insert "the special education service agency,"

3 Page i, line 9, following "area,":

4 Insert "of the special education service agency,"

5 Page 2, line 22:

6 Delete "district or"

7 Insert "district, a"

8 Following "area.":

9 Insert "the special education service agency,"

10 Page 2, line 26:

11 Delete "or"

12 Insert ", a"

13 Page 2, line 27, following "area":

14 Insert ", or the special education service agency,"

15 Page 3, line 1:

16 Delete "or"

17 Insert ", a"

18 Page 3, line 2, following "area":

19 Insert", or the special education service agency,"

A  M  K  N  I) M  K  N  T

L *!•
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1 Pago 3, line 6:

2 Delete "or"

3 In se rt " , a "

4 Following "area":

5 Insert or the special education service agency,"

6 Page 3. line 12. following "area.":

7 Insert "the special education service agency."

L -2-





A LA SK A  STATE L E G IS L A T U R E  
House o f R ep resen ta tives

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
LADOR &COMMERCE COMMITTEE. CHAIRMAN 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. MEMBER 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. MEMBER
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON UTILITY RESTRUCTURING. MEMBER 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & 

TOURISM, MEMBER

9-mail: Represoiilalive^Nomian_Rokcborg@legis.slale.ak.us

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o rm a n  R o k e b e r g

M E M O R A N D U M

March 9, 1999 

TO:

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

Representative Fred Dyson, Co-Chairman 
Representative John Coghill, Co-Chairman 
Health, Education and Social Services Committee

Rep. Norman Rokeberg

H B  37 Committee Packet Contents

INTERIM:
716 WEST 4TH AVENUE. SUITE 640 
ANCHORAGE. AK 09501 
PHONE: (907)269-0117 
FAX: (907) 269-0119
SESSION:
ALASKA STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, AK 99801-1182 
PHONE: (907) 465-4968 
FAX: (907) 465-2040

In addition to the materials initially submitted in m y  request for hearing, please include 
the following in the committee packet for House Bill 37:

1. W h y  Alaska Should Use Its Tobacco Settlement Money To Support A  N e w  
Comprehensive Statewide Tobacco Control Strategy

2. Quitting Time for Snickers

Please noite that the letters of support for H B  37 are included in the H B  21 
committee packet. I will also have m y  aide distribute copies of the Alaska Tobacco 
Control Alliance’s Tobacco Control Program tomorrow.

mailto:Nomian_Rokcborg@legis.slale.ak.us


Source: C a m p a i g n  fo r  T o b a c c o - F r e e  Kids

W h y  Alaska Should Use Its Tobacco Settlement Money 
To Support A  N e w  Comprehensive Statewide Tobacco Control Strategy

Alaska has already begun deciding how to use the millions of dollars it will receive each year from 
the settlement agreement with the tobaoco companies. While some state ienislators and others 
might be tempted to direct these new funds to a tax cut or to other favorite projects or causes, the 
arguments for directing a substantial portion of the settlement payments to establish a 
comprehensive statewide tobacco control strategy are overwhelming. It would substantially traduce 
smoking and other tobacco use, save thousands of lives and millions of dollars, dramatically 
improve public health, and do more to help Alaska and Its citizens than any other option.

Tobacco Company Paym ents Should Go To Fight Tobacco Company Harms. The tobacco 
companies' payments to Alaska for past tobacco-related harm to the state should be used to 
reduce the amount of damage tobacco use will cause Alaska and its citizens in the future — and 
that means using settlement funds to sharply curtail smoking and other tobacco use throughout the 
state, especially among children.

The Public S uppo rts Using Tobacco Settlement Money For Tobacco Control. In a pre­
election poll of likely Alaska voters, 77% said that about half or more of the settlement funds should 
be spent to reduce smoking among kids (with only 1% saying that none of the funds should be so 
used). Similarly, in a recent nationwide poll, 84 percent of the respondents favored spending the 
money their slate receives to reduce tobacco use among kids, including more than two-thirds 
(69%) who “strongly favor' spending the money for this purpose.

The Smoking Problem  Is Big And Getting Worse. Approximately 27 percent of adult men and 
25 percent of adult women in Alaska are current smokers, along with 36 percent of all high school 
students. While adult smoking has genorally been declining in recent years, the number of kids 
who are smoking has been increasing steadily throughout the 1990s, and has only just 
experienced a small decline. Underage smoking remains at historically high levels, and over the 
past 10 years the number of kids under 18 who become daily smokers each year has increased by 
more than 70 percent. In Alaska alone, more than 4,000 kids under 18 become new daily smokers 
each year.

A Comprehensive Statew ide Tobacco Control Strategy Would Dramatically Reduce 
Smoking A nd O ther Tobacco Use In Alaska. California and Massachusetts have already 
initiated tobacco control campaigns that have reduced overall smoking levels within their borders at 
a faster rate than elsewhere in the country. Similarly, while youth smoking rates were going up 
nationwide, in California and Massachusetts they either declined or increased much more slowly -- 
despite significant reductions to both suites’ tobacco control efforts and despite aggressive tobacco 
company efforts to dampen the impact of the state programs.

New Tobacco Control Spending Will Save Lives. Tobacco use Is responsible for more deaths 
than alcohol, auto accidents, AIDS, suicides, murders, and illegal drugs combined. Each year, 
about 400 people die from smoking-related causes in Alaska, and countless others suffer from 
tobacco-related disease and distress, including many of those exposed to second hand smoke. If 
current smoking trends are not reversed, roughly 17,000 of the children currently alive in tho state 
will eventually die from smoking-related causes. Directing tobacco settlement monies to tobacco 
control can reduce this unnecessary disease, misery, and death -- and there is no better 
investment Alaska can make to save lives and improve public health.
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New Tobacco Control Spending Will Save Alaska Monoy. Public and private direct 
expenditures in Alaska to treat health problems caused by smoking annually total roughly $150 
million, with the state government paying approximately $20 million every year in cigarette-related 
Medicaid expenditures. Alaska and its citizens annually pay millions more for health care relating 
to smokeless tobacco use, cigar and pipe smoking, and exposure to second hand smoke. Beyond 
these direct health expenditures are tobacco-related labor costs and lost productivity (e.g., 
tobacco-related sick days); damage and loss from cigarette-related fires; and tobacco-related 
maintenance and cleaning expenses. An aggressive statewide tobacco control strategy would 
reduce all of these tobacco-related costs and save the state, its businesses, and itc citizens many 
millions of dollars each and every year.

Nickel A nd Diming The Problem Won't Work. Significantly reducing tobacco use in Alaska 
requires substantial investment in a sustained and comprehensive multi-year tobacco control 
strategy. Anything less will not effectively counter the addictive power of nicotine or the tobacco 
companies' advertising and marketing expenditures (more than $11 million per year in Alaska). 
Existing tobacco control efforts throughout the country show that the best way to reduce tobacco 
use, other than raising prices, is to take full advantage of a wide range of proven effective 
measures, including counter advertising, school and community-based prevention and cessation 
programs, the enhanced enforcement of laws prohibiting the sale of tobacco products to kids, and 
the firm maintenance of smoke-free workplaces and public areas. While any one of these tobacco 
control measures can reduce tobacco use by itself, they work much more powerfully and effectively 
when done together.

Relying On The Settlem ent A greem ent's Tobacco Control P rovisions Won’t Work. Although 
the tobacco settlement contains some useful restrictions on tobacco marketing, they will not, by 
themselves, significantly hinder the tobacco industry's ability to market to kids. Similarly, the new 
national public education campaign financed by the multi-state settlement can significantly reduce 
tobacco use only If It is accompanied by strong state tobacco control efforts. Put simply, the 
tobacco settlement can dramatically cut tobacco use in Alaska only if the state uses its tobacco 
company payments to finance new tobacco control initiatives.

If The S ta te  D oesn 't Do It, No One E lse Will. Because of a special provision in the settlement 
agreement, until 2003 the tobacco companies’ payments to Alaska will be reduced by any new 
federal funding made available to the state for tobacco control efforts that comes from an increase 
in the federal tobacco tax or from any other new charges against the tobacco companies. 
Consequently, it is highly unlikely that Congress will direct any new federal tobacco control funding 
to Alaska for some time.

Adequately Funding A Comprehensive Statew ide Tobacco Control S t r  tegy Would Still 
Leave P lenty O f Settlem ent Funding For Other Purposes. The U.S. Ce; iters for Disease 
Control and Prevention estimates that adequately funding a comprehensive tobacco control effort 
in Alaska requires $8 to $17 million per year in new funding. Accordingly, Alaska could create a 
strong new tobacco control program and still have roughly $10 million or more per year available 
for other purposes. Moreover, by increasing its tax on cigarettes (currently 1000 per pack), one of 
the best ways to reduce tobacco use, Alaska could secure even more funding for tobacco control 
and other worthwhile initiatives.

Directing Settlem ent Paym ents To Tobacco Control Will Not Waste Money. Tobacco control 
efforts throughout the country have been carefully resaarched and evaluated. Accordingly, Alaska 
could easily direct its settlement payments to support only those types of tobacco control Initiatives 
that have established track records and follow available research findings on how to maximize 
beneficial results. To further enhance cost effectiveness, Alaska could also require that all of its 
new tobacco control activities be carefully monitored and evaluated, both to avoid fraud and abuse 
and to continually improve program performance.

-2-
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Sources
Polling data on using lobacco settlement payments for new tobacco control efforts from state-specific and national polls of likely 
voters conducted for the National Center for Tobacco-Free Kids by Mason Oixon Political/Media Research in early October 1998, 
and by Market Facts' TeleNation in early November 1998, respectively.
For stale-specific data on deaths caused by smoking, smoking and smokeless tobacco use rales, and other tobacco-related 
information, see Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDCj, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, jtafo, Tobaccg 
Control Hiohilghts 1997 (1998) ( http://wvAv.cdc.gov/nccdphp/03Wslatehi/statohi.htm]. See also, CDC, ■State-Specific Prevalence 
Among Adults of Current Cigarette Smoking end Smokeless Tobacco Use and Per Capita Tax-Paid Sates of Cigarettes -  United 
States. 1997,* Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 47(43): 922-928 (Novembers, 1998); *1995 Alaska Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey*; CDC. ‘ State-Specific Prevalence of Cigarette Smoking Among Adults, and Children's and Adolescents’ Exposure lo 
Environmental Tobacco Smoke -  United States 1996,* Morbidity and Mortality Weekly .Report 46(44): 1038-1043 (November 7,
1997); CDC, ‘Smoking Attributable Mortality and Years of Potential Life Lost -  United States. 1984* (with editors update for 1990- 
1994], Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 46(20): 444451 (May 23,1997). For projected smoking deaths among today's youth, 
see CDC, ‘Projected Smoking-Related Deaths Among Youth -  United States,* Morbidity end Mortality Weekly Report 45(44): 971- 
974 (November 8.1096).
For state-specific data on smoking-related health expenditures and smoking-related Medicaid expenditures, seo l . M iller, et el..
"Slate Estimates of Total Medical Expenditures Attributable to Cigarette Smoking, 1993,’ Public Heelth Reports 113:447-58 
(September/October 1998). See also. L. Miller, et at.. ‘Slate Estimates of Medicaid Expenditures Attributable to Cigarette Smoking, 
Fiscal Year 1993,” Public Health Reports 113:140-151 (March/April 1998).
For additional information on tobacco-related costs, see U.S. Department of the Treasury, The Economic Costs of Smoking in the 
U.S. and the Benefits of Comprehensive Tobacco Legislation (1998) [http://www.treas.gov/pfess/rele3ses/docs/tobacco pdf]; F.J. 
Chafoupka and K.E, Werner, *7he Economics of Smoking,' in J. Newhouse and A. Cufyer (eds), The Handbook of Health Economics 
(in press); CDC. Morbidity end Mortality Weekly Report 46(44) (November 7,1997); CDC, Making Your Workplace SmoKefree: A 
Oedslon Maker's Guide (1996); D. Mudarri, ‘The Costs and Benefits of Smoking Restrictions: An Assessment of the Smoke-Free 
Environment Act of 1993 (H.R. 3434),* U.S. Environmental Protection Agency report submitted to the Subcommittee on Health and 
the Environment, Committee on Energy and Commerce, U.S. House of Representatives (April 1994): P . B righam  and  A. McGuire, 
'Progress Toward a Fire-Safe Cioarelle.* Journal of Public Health Policy 16(4): 433-439 (1995); E.K. Adams and C.L. Melvin, ‘Costs 
of Matamal Conditions Attributable to Smoking Ouring Pregnancy,' American Journal of Preventive Medicine 15(3): 212-19 (October 
1998); CDC. 'Medical Care Expenditures Attributable to Cigarette Smoking During Pregnancy.* Morbidity and Mortality Weekly 
Report 46(44) (November 7,1997); J.J. Stoddard and B. Gray, 'Maternal Smoking and Medical Expenditures for Childhood 
Respiralory Illness.’ American Journal of Public Health 87(2): 205-209 (February 1997).
For nationwide data on smoking (rends see CDC, ’Tobacco Use Among High School Students -  United States, 1997,* Morbidity and 
Mortality Weekly Report 447(12): 229-233 (April 3,1998); Institute for Social Research. University of Michigan, Monitoring tho Future 
Study (1998) [http://www.isr.umich.edu/src/mtf/indax.htmll; CDC. ‘ Incidence of Initiation of Cigarette Smoking -  United States. 1965- 
1996).’  Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 47/39): 83740 (October 9,1998).
For evaluations of the Massachusetts and California comprehensive state tobacco control strategies, see T. Pechacek and M.
Erikson, Office of Smoking and Health. CDC, ‘ Efficacy of Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs: California and Massachusetts’ 
(in press); J. Pierce, el at., ‘Has the California Tobacco Control Program Reduced Smoking?.’  Journal of the American Medical 
Association 280(10): 893-899 (September 9,1998); T. Hu, et at., ’ Reducing Cigarette Consumption in California. Tobacco Taxes vs. 
an Anti-Smoking Media Campaign,* American Journal of Public Health 85:1218-1222 (September 1995); Abt Associates,
Independent Evaluation of the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program: Fourth Annual Report. January 1994 (0 June 1997 (1998); 
J.P. Pierce, el at., Tobacco Control tn California: Who’s Winning the War? An Evaluation of the Tobacco Control Prooram 1989- 
1996 (Univ. of California, San Diego 1998).
CDC estimates on how much Alaska would have to spend to Implement a comprehensive statewide lobacco control program are 
from Office on Smoking Bnd Health, CDC, ’ State Comprehensive Tobacco Prevention and Control Guidelines’ (October 1998). 
Information on the states’ tobacco scttleme.it receipts from the website of the National Association of Attorneys General 
http://www.naag.org/, and related links.

December 31,1998
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H ea f t h w i s e  b y A nd re a Rock

Q u i t t i n g  T i m e  f o r  S m o k e r s

N e w  products and programs can quadruple your chances of success.

I F YOU’RE among the millions of 
smokers who resolve to quit each 
N ew  Year’s Day, only to find 
yourself a few days later deject­
edly puffing away, take heart. A 

revolution in medical understanding of 
hov. smokers get hooked has led to new 
approarl s to quitting that can increase 
your chances of success from the 5% typ­
ical o f cold-rurkey quitters to  20% or 
more. And at least part of the S206 bil­
lion tobacco settlement will go to fund­
ing programs to help you.

Recent studies provide clues to why 
breaking an addiction to nicotine is 
so difficult— even more difficult than 
kicking heroin or cocaine, according to 
Steven Adelman, medical director of sub­
stance abuse sendees for Harvard Van­
guard Medical Associates. N icotine 
stimulates brain cells to 
release a pleasure-inducing 
chemical called dopamine.
“Each puff of a cigarette is a 
hit, a neurobiological mini­
orgasm that is repeated mil­
lions of times, which explains 
why smokers yearn for that 
experience much longer than 
people addicted to many 
other pleasure-giving sub­
stances,” Adelman says.

To still quitters’ cravings, 
doctors and counselors have 
come to rely on various forms 
of nicotine replacement— 
from the now familiar skin 
patches to the cigaretre-like 
Nicotrol Inhaler introduced 
last year. And the new drug 
Zyban targets the pathways of 
nicotine addiction in the 
brain, rather than replacing 
nicotine. T h e  table at right 
details the cost, side effects 
and percentages of smokers

who are still off cigarettes a year after quit­
ting while using each of these products. 
Although you may see 3ds touting a prod­
uct’s success among those who’ve used it 
for a month or two, the one-year success 
rate is the best indicator of effectiveness, 
says Richard Merrick, whose 10-week 
smoking-cessation program at Kaiser 
Permanente in Harbor City, Calif, has an 
astounding 57% one-year quit rate.

How Zyban helps

Richard E. H urt, director of the Mayo 
Clinic’s S3,000 eight-day inpatient pro­
gram, which has helped 43% of its severely 
addicted clients kick the habit, generally 
recommends that smokers start taking 
Zyban—die first pill to be approved by 
the FDA as a smoking-cessation aid— 
about a week before they plan to quit.

T he drug, which is also sold as an anti­
depressant called Wellbutrin SR (the ini­
tials stand for sustained release), lessens 
the desire to smoke by raising dopamine 
levels in the brain, just as cigarettes do. 
Zyban also whitdes the average quitter’s 
five-pound weight gain.

Zyban has no effect on 15% to 20% 
of smokers who try it, says Linda Ferry', 
a researcher at Loma Linda University' 
School of Medicine, who first discov­
ered that the drug helped people quit 
smoking. Experts suggest giving Zyban 
a one-m onth trial; most people take it 
for 12 weeks. Some health plans don’t 
cover Zyban, but a few less than forth­
coming smokers have gotten around that 
by asking doctors to diagnose them with 
depression and prescribe Wellbutrin SR, 
which is generally covered.

T O O L S  FOR THF W O U L D -B E  N Q N SM O K ER
Consult your doctor before using any nicotine-replacement product, particularly 
if you have heart disease or are taking medication for asthma or depression.

1 Product How it Works ■
One-year 
quit rate

Nlcorette g u m Average smoker chews six to nine 
pieces dally; each piece has 4 m g  
of nicotine. Side effect Jaw pain

10%
to
15%

$120

Nicotine-replacement patches 

(Nicoderm and Nicotrol are .,. -,1 3 1 1  
both sold over the counter; 
other brands are sold by

Smokers apply skin patches 
daily, absorbing doses of nicotine 
that range from 7 m g  to 21mg. 
Side effect; skin irritation

10%
to
15%

108

Nicotrol Nasal Spray . _  .jj\ 

(prescription only) ^  . j& B r
Delivers 0 5 m g  per spray; can 
be used dally for up to six months. 
Nicotine hits bloodstream faster 

than gum. patch or inhaler.

10%

to
15%

120

Nicotrol Inhaler A  .---------
(prescription only) VSa. 1 1 ■ ' ffKfc

v y  ( " £ 2 ^

Patient puffs on plastic mouthpiece 
containing nicotine cartridge to 
receive 4 m g  of nicotine, or about 
one-third the blood level delivered 
by a cigarette.

10%
to
15%

160

Zyban Two tablets a day changes brain 
chemistry to relieve cravings. Also 
reduces weight gain that occurs after 
quitting. Side effects: dry mouth, insom­
nia and a one in LOOO risk of seizure

2 3 % $84

to
$100

f ri V

S o u m : Serf Schiffrrun orf the Un#vrr*ny erf Prmtouryh IrtcBtin+ftelaanmtl m cccn r«tn). McNrt Comumrr Products. SmrthKKne and CU*o Wtlccm*
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G E T S  Y O U  S T A R T E D
For as little as S 50  a  m on th  you can 
own many of Strong’s no-load mutual 
funds. Simply sign up for Strong’s a u to ­
m a tic  in v es tm en t p rog ram *  and we’ll 
waive the minimum investment am ount 
Call for a free prospectus kit containing 
more complete information, including 
management fees and expenses. Please 
read it carefully before you invest.
Performance is historical and docs not represent future 
results Investment returns and principal value van, and 
you may have a gain or bss when you sell shares 'Keep in 
mind that regular investing can't guarantee a profit or pro­
tect against a loss in a declining market. Strong Funds 
Distributors, Inc 9622K9SX

You know how important it is to roll­
over your 401 (k). But did you know how 

easy it can be? At American Century, 
we'll make the phone calls. We'll fill 
out the forms. We'll even work with 
you to find a balanced mix of American 
Century funds for your portfolio. Call 
1-800-345-5702 today and let our Fund 

Specialists help you get started.

Please ask for a prospectus urith more complete information, including 
charges and expenses. Be sure to read it carefully before you invest.
Naturally, past performance is no guarantee of future results. Funds Distributor, Inc.
&1998 Ammcan Century Seances Corporation ijm&S-i CENTURY

AMERICAN

Healthwise continued
Because Zyban carries a slight (one in 

1,000) risk of seizures, Harvard Van­
guard’s Adelman prefers starting patients 
off with a nicotine patch But for smok­
ers who find they crave the ritual and 
hand-to-mouth activity of smoking, nic­
otine gum, the inhaler or nasal spray may 
work better, he says. The nasal spray gets 
nicotine into your system fastest, while 
the inhaler most closely replicates the act 
of smoking. The gum’s advantage is that 
it’s available without a prescription; most 
smokers will need the 4rng version.
To help the most intractable smokers, 

specialists now combine Zyban with nic- 
orine-replacement products, using dou­
ble patches or patches plus gum or an 
inhaler. “Most patches deliver only half 
the nicotine a smoker would get from 
one pack a day. So some may find nico­

tine replacement hasn’t worked well sim­
ply because they’re being underdosed," 
says the Mayo Clinic’s Hurt. Some doc­
tors keep patients on the products for 
several months rather than the 10 to 12 
weeks most manufacturers recommend.
But to avoid dangerously high blood 

pressure or nicotine overdosing (40mg to 
60mg is considered lethal, but individual 
tolerances can vary), combining products 
or straying from dosage instructions 
should be done only under a doctor’s 
supervision. And while nicotine replace­
ment is safer than smoking, new studies 
from the University of Minnesota suggest 
that using nicotine replacement for more ~
than three to six months may damage |
blood and lung cells, possibly leading to 
artery disease, bronchitis or both.

W h y  you m a y  n eed a support group

“Smoking is a way of coping with stress 
as well as of obtaining pleasure, so break-
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ing that psychological addiction is just as 
crucial as eliminating the physical one," 
says Bonnie Spring, a University of Illi­
nois—Chicago psychologist whose pro­
grams achieve long-term quit rates of 
40% or more. Adding some form of 
counseling to your quitting plan is essen­
tial, says Richard Merrick. Participants in 
his highly successful Kaiser Permanente 
program attend Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings (415-750-0328). Merrick says 
th3t the group, which applies Alcoholics 
Anonymous principles to smokers, is the 
best of the many low-cost or free groups 
because it offers long-term support. If 
Nicotine Anonymous doesn’t meet in 
your area, both the American Cancer 
Society (800-227-2345) and the Ameri­
can Lung Association (800-586-4872) 
sponsor counseling programs of four to 
eight weeks’ duration.

What's coming

In die research pipeline now are several 
drugs that, like Zyban, target brain 
chemistry. There are also novel forms 
of nicotine replacement, including an 
undcr-the-tongue tablet and a lollipop. 
The market for these drugs is expanding 
at a rapid pace. In 1998, sales of over- 
the-counter nicotine-replacement prod­
ucts exceeded S568 million, according 
to Information Resources, a Chicago- 
based marketing research firm. That’s 
nearly double total sales in 1996, when 
these products first became available over 
the counter. Prescriptions are soaring too. 
Sales for the 12 months diat ended Sep­
tember 1998 totaled SI 84.4 million, up 
154% from die previous year, according 
to LAIS Health, 3 health-care informa­
tion company in Plymouth Meeting, Pa.
Using smoking-cessation aids as part 

of a plan you develop with an experi­
enced doctor makes you more likely to 
reap their full benefits. First, diough, talk 
to your health plan. About 75% of HMOs 
now cover smoking-cessation products 
and programs, which may be provided 
bv the plan itself. You can also locate a 
physician who specializes in smoking 
cessation by calling the 3,200-member 
.American Society of Addiction Medicine 
(301-656-3920). * 0
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T. Rowe Price Global Stock Fund
offers a relatively conservative 
approach to foreign investing. The 
fund invests primarily in well- 
established companies located at 
home and abroad. As the chart shows, 
it has outperformed its peer group 
over time. Of course, international 
investing has special risks, including 
currency fluctuation. Past perform­
ance cannot guarantee future results. 
No sales charges.

- How 5X0,000 Invested VI
At The Fund’s Inception Would j

Call 24 hours (ox your 
free investment k it 
inc lud ing a prospactus

1-800-549-8466
unvw. tioweprice. com

Invest With Confidence
T .R o w e H ic e ' I k

-2.95%. 9.89%. and 12.16% are the fund's average annua) loud returns for die I -year, 2-vcar, and since inception 
(12/29/95) periods ended 960/98, respectively. Figures indude changes in printipal value, reinvested dividends, and capital 
gain distributions, investment return and prindpa) value will van: and shares may be worth more or less at redemption than 
at original purchase. (Source for Upper data: Upper Analytical Services, Inc)
Head die prospectus carefully before investing. T. Rowe Price Investment Services, Inc., Distributor. glmhsjss

D o  Y o u  H a v e  T h e  R ig h t  M i x  

O f  S t o c k s ,  B o n d s ,

A n d  G i s h  I n v e s t m e n t s ?
T he Vanguard Investment Planner, part of our Plain Talk* 

Library series, just got better.
The new Planner offers a step-by-step look at the investment 

decision process —  from determining the appropriate mix of 
stocks, bonds, and cash, to investing in various market segments, 
to rebalancing an established portfolio. You’ll also learn about the 
importance of low costs, tax efficiency and index 
versus active investing.

1-800-523-7782
i m i m i

The more you know about investing, the more 
you'll want to know about Vanguard.

T H ^ /cU igua rdG R O U i?
©1998 Vanguard Marketing Corp. Disributor. The Information Kit contains a prospectus with more complete 
information on advisory' fees, distribution charges and other expenses. Please read it careful)}' before investing
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CS F O R  H O U S E  BILL NO. 37( )

IN T H E  LEGISLATURE O F  T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE ROKEBERG

A  BILL

F O R  A N  A C T  ENTITLED

"An Act relating to restricting sale of cigarettes and to smoking education and

cessation programs administered by the Department of Health and Social Services."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section 1. AS 43.70.075 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(g) A  person who holds a business license endorsement under this section, or 

an agent or employee of the person, may not sell cigarettes to another person unless 

the cigarettes are sold in groups of at least 20 and the cigarettes are in the 

manufacturer’s oiiginal cigarette pack or contained in a cigarette carton or box.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.29.020(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Department of Health and Social Services shall administer the state 

programs of public health and social services, including

(1) maternal and child health services;

(2) preventive medical services;

(3) public health nursing services;

-1- C S H B  37( )
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W O R K  D R A F T

(4) nutrition services;

(5) health education;

(6) laboratories;

(7) mental health treatment and diagnosis;

(8) management of state institutions, except for adult penal institutions;

(9) medical facilities;

(10) adult public assistance;

(11) Alaska temporary assistance program;

(12) child welfare services;

(13) general relief; [AND]

(14) licensing and supervision of child care facilities; and

(15) a comprehensive smoking education, tobacco use prevention, 

and tobacco control program: to the maximum extent possible, the department 

shall conduct the program required under this paragraph bv contract with 

nonprofit organizations in the state; the program must include

(A) a communitv-based smoking cessation component using 

cessation aids such as a nicotine patch or a gum tobacco substitute:

(B) school-based efforts:

(C) anti-tobacco marketing:

(D) tobacco use surveillance and evaluation: and

(E) enforcement components.

W O R K  D R A F T  1-LS0247\D
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A LA SK A  STATE L E G IS L A T U R E  
House o f R ep resen ta tives

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

LABOR ĈOMMERCE COMMITTEE, CHAIRMAN 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. MEMBER 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MEMBER
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON UTILITY RESTRUCTURING. MEMBER 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT S 

TOURISM. MEMBER

e-mail: Represcnlalive. Normal) RokGbergiSTegis.slate.ak.us

INTERIM:
716 WEST JTH AVENUE. SUITE 610 
ANCHORAGE. AK 09501 
PHONE: (007) 269 0117 
FAX: (907) 260 0119
SESSION:
ALASKA STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU. AK 90801-1182 
PHONE: (907) *165-1968 
FAX: (907) .165-20*10

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o rm a n  R o k e b e r g

MEMORANDUM
March 9, 1999 

TO:

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

Representative Fred Dyson, Co-Chairman 
Representative John Coghill, Co-Chairman 
Health, Education and Social Services Committe

Rep. Norman Rokeberg

FIB 21 Committee Packet Contents

In addition to the materials initially submitted in m y  request for hearing, please include the 
following in the committee packet for House Bill 21:

1. Letters of support from:
■ American Lung Association of Alaska
■ Alaska Native Health Board
■ Alaska Dental Society
■ Alaska W o m e n’s Resource Center
■ Juneau Tobacco Prevention Network
■ Alaska Public Health Association
■ Anchorage School Board (resolution)
■ Cordova High School Students
■ Native Village of Gambell
■ Judy Downs, Safe &  Drug-Free Schools
■ Rena Anderson, ASDFIA President

2. N C S L  article with background on the tobacco settlement

3. Detail of Governor’s proposal for use of tobacco settlement funds

4. Detailed component description of Governor’s DFISS tobacco control program proposal

5. Anchorage Daily News editorial

Support Letters and Articles
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Association of Alaska has been 
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When You Can't 
Breathe, 
Nothing Else 
Matters''

t  A M E R I C A N  

L U N G

A S S O C I A T I O N .

of Alaska

March 8, 1999

Representative Fred Dyson, Co-Chair 
Representative John Goghill, Co-Chair 
House HESS Committee 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representatives Dyson and Coghill:

1 am writing to express the American Lung Association of Alaska’s strong 
support for investing tobacco settlement money in effective tobacco prevention 
and cessation programs. We believe tobacco company payments should go to 
fight tobacco company harms and therefore support House Bill 21 and House 
Bill 37.

The Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance (ATCA) has prepared a comprehensive 
tobacco control plan that would utilize these dollars effectively toward reducing 
tobacco use and associated costs. This plan is based upon state of the art 
programs that produce results. We believe the proper use of these dollars will be 
an investment in our future for individual health and Alaska’s fiscal health.

The failure to allocate the settlement funds for tobacco control and prevention 
will not only fail our kids, it will result in rising costs related to caring for sick 
smokers. The tobacco tax is already bringing in approximately 50 million per 
year to our state from addicted smokers. Don’t we need to provide some help to 
those who want to quit and prevent our children from becoming addicted?

The settlement funds provide an unprecedented opportunity for us to reduce the 
death and suffering from tobacco addiction. Please support House B ill 21 and 
urge your fellow legislators to do the same.

Christie Mclntire 
Executive Director

cc: Representative Norman Rokeberg
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%
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Partner Agency
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A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  B o a r d

4201 Tudor Centre Dr., Suite 10$ Phone: (907) 562-6006
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 FAX: (907) 563-2001

March 8,1999 

John Coghill, Co-Chair
Health, Education, and Social Services Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Representative Dyson, Representative Coghill, and Members of the Committee:

I am writing on behalf of the Alaska Native Health Board to urge your support for House Bill 21 and 
House Bill 37, sponsored by Representative Norm Rokeberg. These pieces of legislation will provide 
critically needed resources and programs to address what is now an epidemic of tobacco addiction and 
death in Alaska.

For years, health workers, educators, and parents have been hampered in our efforts to address the 
tobacco problem in Alaska because while the tobacco industry spends an estimated $11 million dollars a 
year on advertising and promotion (in Alaska alone), spending on tobacco control has been piece-meal at 
best Tobacco taxes in Alaska bring in about $48 million a year, but only $200,000 was appropriated last . 
year for tobacco control programs.

There is now overwhelming evidence that investing significant resources in tobacco prevention and 
cessation programs works. In California, Massachusetts, and now Oregon (see attached article from the 
Washington Post) tobacco use has been cut drastically as a result of well-funded, comprehensive tobacco 
control programs. Because tobacco use is currently the leading cause of death in Alaska and nationwide, 
it is imperative that wc use. all the weapons at our disposal to fight this epidemic.

Governor Knowles’ proposal to spend $3 million on tobacco control is not enough. The federal Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention has recommended that Alaska invest $8 million to S17 million 
annually for a comprehensive program. The Alaska Native Health Board commends Representative 
Rokeberg for proposing to use 50% of the tobacco settlement money to fUnd a strong statewide program.
It is only because of die damage caused by tobacco that wc have this money at all. Dearly it should be 
used to fund programs that will reduce future tobacco-related disease, death, and health care costs.

The tobacco tax increase was only a start in fighting tobacco in Alaska. Wc must continue the fight, and 
there is no better use for the tobacco settlement money than to fund these efforts. Let’s do it right Please 
support House Bill 21 and 37.

Sincerely,

AueoTiAN/pflieiLOP is l a n d s a s s o c i a t i o n 

BRISTOL BAY AREA HEALTH CORPORATION 
CHUGACHMIUT 

COPPER RIVER NATIVE ASSOCIATION 
Ea s t e r n  Al e u t i a n tribes 

KODIAK AREA NATIVE ASSOCIATION 

MANIILAQ ASSOCIATION

Leo Morgan
President and Chief Executive Officer

NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPORATION 

MCTIAKATLA INDIAN COMMUNITY SELDOVIA VILLAGE TRIBE

MT, SANR3RO TRIBAL CONSORTIUM SOUTHCENTRAL FOUNDATION

NATIVE VILLAGE OF EKLUTNA SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL HEALTH CONSORTIUM

NATIVE VILLAGE OF TYONEK TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE
NINILCHIK TRADITIONAL COUNCIL YUKON-KUSKOKWIM HEALTH CORPORATION

NORTH SLOPE B O R O U G H  VALDEZ NATIVE TRIBE
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Alaska Dental Society
3305 Arctic Blvd., Suite 102 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-4975 
(907) 563-3003 • FAX: 563-3009

March 5, 1999
Norman Rokeberg 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Representative Rokeberg:
The Alaska Dental Society wants to urge your support to save a percentage of the 
"Tobacco Settlement" money to create an Alaska based tobacco prevention and 
cessation program. We understand Alaska’s portion of the settlement with the 
tobacco industry will net $669 million dollars. This money is to be paid to Alaska in 
annual payments of $25 million dollars for 25 years.
There is a bill currently before the legislature HB 21 which asks that 50% of this money 
per year be put toward tobacco prevention and cessation projects. The Alaska Dental 
Society supports this legislation, but realizes there are many hands in this pot.
Because we have participated with the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance, we have turned 
to them for expertise.
ATCA is a consortium of many agencies, associations, and the State of Alaska working 
to lower the consumption of aN tobacco products. They have proposed a 
comprehensive tobacco control program which would cost approximately $8.2 million 
annually - only 30% of the states annual allotment.

1. Community Programs for tobacco education & cessation. ($2.3 million)
2. School based tobacco education and cessation ($1 million)
3. Statewide tobacco education and cessation partnership contracts ($2 million)
4. Enforcement ($750,000)
5. Counter-marketing ($750,000)
6. Surveillance and evaluation ($800,000)
7. Administration and management ($400,000)

Please vote for HB 21 - BUT, if you cannot because of other obligations, we strongly 
urge you (for the 35.5% of Alaska's high school kids who use tobacco - highest in the 
nation) to approve $8.2 million dollars of the annual $25 million dollars be used for the 
program outlined above.
S in r p rp  Thank *;

David G. Logan; DDS - President 
Alaska Dental Society



Alaska Dental Society
3305 Arctic Blvd., Suite 102 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-4975 
(907) 563-3003 • FAX: 563-3009

March 4, 1999

Representative Fred Dyson, Co-Chair 
Representative John Coghill, Co-Chair 
House HESS Committee 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Gentlemen:

The Alaska Dental Society is writing to urge strong support for investing the 
"tobacco settlement" money on effective tobaccc prevention and cessation 
programs. These dollars were made available only through the serious and long 
term efforts of those individuals who know first hand the horrors tobacco 
addiction can cause. To spend these monies on anything but tobacco 
concerns is wrong.
Representative Rokeberg has introduced House oill #21. It requests 50% of the 
tobacco settlement monies be appropriated for tcbacco reduction programs. We 
applaud Representative Rokeberg’s efforts and realize that between now and 
the passage of HB 21 there will be many alterations. Please through your 
deliberations, be sensitive to the reasons why this money is now even available 
and be prudent in your decisions to amend, delele and/or tack on other items 

1 which would dilute the purpose of this bill.

Dentistry, like everyone else is more and more recognizing its particular 
responsibility in addressing tobacco concerns. One huge step forward would be 
a comprehensive tobacco prevention and cessat on program in Alaska. These 

j programs work, the expertise to create Alaska programs is here - the only item
I lacking is the feeling that tobacco cessation is a public health issue worthy of

funding.

David G. Logk̂ n, DDS 
President
Alaska Dental Society



Alaska Women’s Resource Center
111 W. 9th A u e n u e  • Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 5 0 1  • (907) 2 7 6 - 0 5 2 8  • Fax: (907) 278-8944

March 2,1999

Ms Janet S. Seitz, Staff 
Representative Norman Rokeberg 
Alaska State Capitol, #24 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Janet:

I had a lot of conversations with a lot of people during my recent visit to Juneau. It 
was great to have the opportunity to speak with someone who I personally know.

As a follow-up to our conversation, I am sending you a couple of our publications. 
First, our agency brochure: this succinct write up gives a brief synopsis of our 
program services. Individuals can quickly read through it and determine if they are 
in need of our assistance. Second, our annual report: this publication gives 
information on the specific services we provided to women and their families for the 
year ending June 30, 1998. Your perusal of these documents will clarify our 
conversation on the need to maintain core services for Alaskans.

Please let Representative Rokeberg know that I appreciate his concerns regarding 
the use of the tobacco settlement funds. Use of addictive drugs is not part of a 
healthy life style for Alaskans. We, along with non-profit agencies around the state, 
are helping by providing effective and efficient substance abuse treatment services.

Again, thank you for spending some of your time with me. I’ ll see you at 
Sourdough Bowl.

0 5
<0S9

Sincerely,

Diane J. Heard 
Executive Director

Enclosures
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3200 Hospital Drive. Room 302 
Juneau. AK 9980 I 
007) -403-5045

Fax: (907) 403-58 77

March 3,1999

Representatives John, Coghill and Fred Dyson, Co-chairs 
Health Education and Social Services Committee 
Alaska State Legislat ure 
State Capitol 
Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Representative Coghill and Representative Dyson:

The Juneau Tobacco Prevention Network supports the intended purpose of HB21which ensures that 
tobacco settlement money goes to tobacco prevention and control.

Our volunteer group has been working hard to keep children from becoming addicted and helping those who 
want to quit Some events we have sponsored are: The Great Alaska SmokeScnjam, Kick Butts Day 3K Camel 
Chase, a Nicoderm Fateh giveaway in conjunction with American Lung Association and our most recent Pink 
Lung Award Luncheon. We have also led the state in our vendor compliance checks and convinced our 
international airport to go smoke-free. W e  are proud of our Teens Against Tobacco Use (TATU) group of 15 - 
20 outstanding students who presented m  over 50 elementary school classrooms reaching well over 1,000 
children with their tobacco prevention message. They are also active at local health fairs and have done radio 
interviews and public service announcements.

Despite all that we have done, there is still a lot of smoke filling the air and causing health problems in our 
community. There's much more to be done to counter the SI 1,000/minute media campaign of the tobacco 
industry especially preventing youth from becoming addicted. It takes funding to continue our presence in the 
classrooms and to offer help fighting youth and adult addictions. It also takes funding to campaign against the 
exposure of children to secondhand smoke in their homes, cars and play areas.

With your help we believe we can make Juneau and all of Alaska a healthier environment while 
saving futures dollars that would be spent on the medical costs of tobacco addiction.

Sincerely,

Joyamie Bloom 
Coordinator

T O T A L  P . 0 1



J uneau  Tobacco  Prevention  N etw o rk
3200 Hoeri7AL DRIVC. room 202 

Juneau. AK 99801 
(907) 463-5845 

FAX: (907) 463-5877

March 2, 1999

Representative Norm Rokeberg 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS3100)

Juneau, A K  99801 -1182

Dear Representative Rokeberg:

The Juneau Tobacco Prevention Network wants to congratulate you for your effort to use tobacco 

settlement money for paying the bills of those suffering from tobacco illness and for keeping others 

from becoming ill and addicted to nicotine.

Our volunteer group has been working hard to keep children from becoming addicted and helping those who 
want to quit. Some events we have sponsored are: The Great Alaska SmokcScream, Kick Butts Day 3K Camel 
Chase, a Nicodcrm Patch giveaway in conjunction with American Lung Association and our most recent Pink 
Lung Award Luncheon. We have also led the state in our vendor compliance checks and convinced our 
international airport to go smoke-free. W e  are proud of our Teens Against Tobacco Use (TATU) group of 15 - 
20 outstanding students who presented in over 50 elementary school classrooms reaching well over 1,000 
children with their tobacco prevention message. They are also active at local health fairs and have done radio 
interviews and public service announcements.

Despite all that we have done, there is still a lot of smoke filling the air and causing health problems in our 
community. There’s much more to be done to counter the $ 11,000/minute media campaign of the tobacco 
industry especially preventing youth from becoming addicted. It takes funding to continue our presence in the 
classrooms and to offer help fighting youth and adult addictions. It also takes funding to campaign against the 
exposure of children to secondhand smoke in their homes, cars and play areas.

With your help we believe we can make Juneau.and all of Alaska a healthier environment for all!

Sincerely,
x' )

Joyanne Bloom 
Coordinator



Alaska Public Health Association
P.O. B O X 9-1825 

Anchorage, Alaska 99509

m  2 8 1999
January 22, 1999

Representative Norman Rokeberg 
Alaska State House of Representatives 

State Capitol 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Representative Rokeberg:

The Alaska Public Health Association, whose purpose is to improve the public’s health, is 

a statewide organization representing over 200 public health professionals and advocates.

At our 1998 annual meeting, the Alaska Public Health Association passed the attached 

resolution in support of state funding for a comprehensive tobacco and prevention and 

control program. The association urges you to insure that full funding for an ongoing, 
statewide, comprehensive tobacco prevention and control program, based on sound 

analysis and “best practices” guidelines such as those developed by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, be the first priority for any dollars received as a result of Alaska’s 

lawsuit against the tobacco industry.

On behalf of all the members of the Alaska Public Health Association, I appreciate your 

timely attention to this important public health issue.

Sincerely,

Cheryl 

President

attachment: Resolution 1-98



A L A S K A  P U B L I C  H E A L T H  A S S O C I A T I O N  

R E S O L U T I O N  1-98 

IN S U P P O R T  O F  S T A T E  F U N D I N G  F O R  A  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  T O B A C C O  

P R E V E N T I O N  A N D  C O N T R O L  P R O G R A M  
Sponsor: Anne Marie Holen

Whereas smoking is the leading cause of death in Alaska, representing 20% of all deaths1; 
and

Whereas smoking-attributable medical costs in Alaska are estimated to be $96.5 million 
annually2; and

Whereas rates of tobacco use among both teens and adults in Alaska exceed the national 
average3; and

Whereas approximately 14,000 Alaskans currently under the age of 18 will eventually die 

from tobacco-caused disease unless effective action is taken to end the tobacco epidemic4; 
and

Whereas the public health community faces an enormous challenge in its efforts to reduce 

the burden of tobacco-caused disease due to the wealth, influence, and unethical business 
practices of the tobacco industry5; and

Whereas public health experts are in agreement that only a comprehensive approach can 

achieve a major reduction in tobacco use such as outlined in the Healthy People 2000 
national objectives6; and

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control has developed guidelines recommending a 

budget of at least $8.7 million annually for an effective statewide tobacco control program 
in Alaska7; and

Whereas Alaska has settled its lawsuit with the tobacco industry to recover the costs of 
treating sick smokers, and will receive a large monetary payment distributed to the state 
government over the next 25 years8; and

Whereas the cost of treating tobacco-related disease is not recoverable with this settlement 
and tobacco is still readily available;

Whereas 77% of Alaskans surveyed in a statewide poll (October 1998) said they believe 

that half or more of all tobacco lawsuit settlement funds received by the state should be 
spent on programs to reduce smoking9; and

Whereas the state currently invests only $200,000 annually in tobacco prevention and 
control despite collecting approximately $40 million annually in tobacco taxes10;



o

Therefore be it resolved that foil funding for an ongoing, statewide, comprehensive 

tobacco prevention and control program, based on sound analysis and "best practices" 
guidelines such as those developed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, be 

the first priority for any dollars received as a result of Alaska's lawsuit against the tobacco 

industry.

Adopted at A L P H A  Annual Meeting, December 2, 1998

Fiscal Note: $50

Action Steps:

1. Send a cover letter and the resolution to Governor, Commissioner Karen Perdue, and 

Dr. Peter Nakamura.

2. Send a cover letter and the resolution to members of the Alaska State Legislature.

3. Send the resolution to the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance.

1 Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, Epidemiolog) Bulletin: "Smoking Related Mortality 
in Alaska, 1992-94," Jan. 12, 1996.

2 Catherine Schumacher, "Smoking Attributable Mortality and Economic Costs in Alaska 1992-94," 
Alaska Medicine, Jan/Feb/Mar 1996, Vol. 38, No. 1.

3 U.S. DHHS, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, YRBS and BRFS data.

4 U.S. DHHS, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, "Projected Smoking-Related Deaths Among 
Youth-United States," MMWR, November 18, 1996, Vol. 45, No. 44 estimated 17,999 premature deaths. 
This figure revised to 13,949 deaths by Kids Count Alaska 1997, based on assumptions by Alaska DHSS 
regarding effect of tobacco price increases on youth smoking rates (price elasticity).

5 For numerous e:amples, see: The Advocacy Institute, Smoke and Mirrors: How the Tobacco Industry 
Buys and Lies Its Way to Power and Profits, Washington DC, August 1998.

6 This view lias been expressed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (see #7 below), among 
others.

7 U.S. DHSS, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, "State Comprehensive Tobacco Prevention and 
Control Budget Guidelines," November 19, 1998.
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8 Announced by Governor Knowles on November 19, 1998.

9
628 Alaskan voters interviewed statewide by telephone October 15-17, 1998 by Mason-Dixon 

Political/Media Research, Inc. Poll commissioned by the National Center for Tobacco Free Kids, 
Washington, DC.

10Tobacco control budget figure from the FY 1999 General Fund budget, Alaska Legislature. Tax revenue 
figure from the Alaska Department of Revenue.



A N C H O R A G E  S C H O O L  B O A R D
A S D R  98/99-8

A  R E S O L U T I O N  IN S U P P O R T  O F  I N V E S T I N G  T O B A C C O  S E T T L E M E N T  M O N E Y  
O N  EFFECTIVE T O B A C C O  P R E V E N T I O N  A N D  C E S S A T I O N  P R O G R A M S

W H E R E A S ,  youth smoking and smokeless tobacco use rates in Alaska are higher than 
the national average; and,

W H E R E A S ,  nearly 90 percent of adults w h o  smoke began using cigarettes by age 18; 

and,

W H E R E A S ,  more than 80 percent of Alaskans w h o  smoke report that they want to quit; 

and,

W H E R E A S ,  tobacco is the leading cause of preventable death in Alaska; and,

W H E R E A S ,  each year 470 Alaskans die and countless others suffer from tobacco-related 
distress, including many of those exposed to secondhand smoke; and,

W H E R E A S ,  direct public and private expenditures in Alaska to treat health problems 
caused by smoking total roughly $150 million annually; and,

W H E R E A S ,  a comprehensive statewide tobacco control strategy would dramatically 
reduce smoking and other tobacco use in Alaska; and,

W H E R E A S ,  in a pre-election poll of Alaskan voters, 77 percent said that at least half of 
the tobacco settlement funds should be spent on reducing smoking among kids;

N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  be it resolved that the Anchorage School Board supports the intent 
to invest at least 50 percent of the tobacco settlement money on effective tobacco 
prevention and cessation programs.

Bettye Davis Kathi Gillespie
Rita J. Holthouse Debbie Ossiander
Dave Werdal Peggy Robinson-Wilson

Bob Christal, Superintendent
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C o r d o v a  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s

P. O. Box 140 
100 Fisherman Avenue 
Cordova, Alaska 99574 

424-3265 
(FAX) 424-3271

%

March 8,1999

Representative Fred Dyson, Co-Chair 
Representative John Coghill, Co-Chair 
House HESS Committee 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representatives Dyson and CoghiJU,

We are writing to express our support for investing tobacco settlement on effective tobacco prevention and 
cessation programs. We arc members of a class at Cordova High School who are learning about tobacco 
and its effects, particularly on youth. We believe tobacco company payments should go to fight lobacco 
company harms and we support the intent ofHouseBill 21.

We have learned that (obaoco-related diseases are the Icadaig cause of preventable death in Alaska, 
claiming the lives of one in every five Alaskans. Almost all of these people stared using tobacco as 
children. They saw were victims of tobacco industry advertising that focused on them. The tobacco tax 
was a good fin: step, but we need more help in getting a comprehensive tobacco prevention and cessation 
effort in Alaska.

We go to the elementary school to help young children learn about the dangers of smoking and wo know 
that some of them will start before junior high. It has happened to us and now even though we want to quit 
smoking and are trying to do so, it is very difficult.

Representative Rokeberg’s House Bill 21 requests 50% of the tobacco settlement monies to be appropriated 
for tobacco reduction programs. We thank him for fas effort and support the intent of this bill. We have 
learned that seventy-seven percent of Alaskan who have been asked believe that half or more the settlement 
should be invested to reduce smoking among kids.

A comprehensive statewide tobacco prevention and cessation program would dramatically reduce tobacco 
use rates in Alaska. We know the tax made a big different. Now the tobacco industry has given us the 
opportunity to go all the way. Wc encourage you to take the step necessary in making this opportunity a 
reality. Support Representative Rokeberg's House Bill 21.

Thank you for considering our request.

CC: r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o k e b e r g
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N A T I V E  V I L L A G E  O F  G A M B E L L

P.O. Box 90 • Ganibell, Alaska 99742 • (907) 985-5346 - FAX (907) 985-5014

March 5,1999

Representative Fred Dyson, Co-Chair 
Representative John Coghill, Co-Chair 
House HESS Committee 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Dyson and Coghill:

The Native Village of Gambell is in strong support for investing tobacco settlement 
money on effective tobacco prevention and cessation programs. A  comprehensive plan 
would dramatically reduce tobacco use in Alaska and therefore support the intent of 

House Bill 21.

Nearly 90% of adults who smoke began using cigarettes by or at age 18. More than 80% 
of Alaskans who smoke report that they want to quit yet this is difficult since nicotine is 
widely regarded to be as addictive as heroin or cocaine. Alaska needs a comprehensive 
tobacco prevention and cessation programs. The tobacco tax was an important first step, 
but only part of what is needed and less than 1 %  of tobacco tax revenue is spent to curb 
tobacco use in Alaska.

Representative Rokeberg’s House Bill 21 requests 50% of the tobacco settlement monies 
be appropriated for tobacco reduction programs. W e  applaud Representative Rokcberg’s 
effort and support the intent of this bill.

W e  are concerned about the health of Alaskans. W e  encourage you to support adequate 
tobacco program funding and prevent the past tirom becoming our future.

I

I

I

p* a

Deborah K. Apatiki 
General Manager

Cc: Representative Rokeberg 
file

“Established in 1934, dedicated to serving the members and preserving the culture.”
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Subject: letter of support for IIB 21 
Date: Mon, 08 Mar 1999 09:36:24 -0600 
From: jdowns@kpbsd.kl2.ak.us (Judy Downs)

To: Represeritative_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us,
representativejohn coghill@legis.state.ak.us

CC: Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us

March 5, 1999

Representative Fred Dyson, Co-Chair 
Representative John Coghill, Co-Chair 
House HESS Committee 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representatives Dyson and Coghill:

I am writing to express strong support for investing tobacco settlement 
money on effective tobacco prevention and cessation treatment programs. I 
therefore, strongly support House Bill 21. As a Safe and Drug-Free Schools 
Specialist, I work with young people on a daily basis. Many are struggling 
with trying to stop using tobacco products but need support to end this 
deadly addiction.

Tobacco kills one out of five Alaskans. While the tobacco tax is working 
(sales are down 17%), we still have a long ways to go. Even with decreased 
consumption, it is estimated that 14,000 Alaskans alive today between 0 and 
18 years of age will die from a tobacco related illness.

Representative Rokeberg's House Bill 21 requests 50% of the tobacco 
settlement monies be appropriated for tobacco reduction programs. We 
cannot keep citing these young people for using tobacco products and not 
offer them assistance to quit or better yet never start.

Please consider offering your support to HB 21 and to those of us working 
in the trenches trying to help our young people make healthy choices.

Sincerely,
Judy Downs. RN, MS 
Safe & Drug-Free Schools

C c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o rm a n  R o k e b e r g

mailto:jdowns@kpbsd.kl2.ak.us
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