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M U N IC IP A L IT Y  O F  A N C H O R A G E  
1997 L E G IS L A T IV E  P R O G R A M  

L E G IS L A T IV E  I S S U E S

TITLE: A b a n d o n e d  Vehicles - A S  23.11.020, A S  28.04.050 and A S  28.11.070

O v e r  th e  la s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f v e h i c l e s  a b a n d o n e d  on s t r e e t s  a n o  
h i g h w a y s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  to t h e  po in t th a t  it h a s  b e c o m e  o n e  o f t h e  m o re  v e x in g  
p r o b le m s  o f lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  In A n c h o r a g e  a lo n e ,  m o re  th a n  1,000 ju n k  v e h i c l e s  
a re  r e m o v e d  f rom  m u n ic ip a l  a n d  s t a te  r igh ts-o f-way e a c h  y e a r ,  T h e s e  a b a n d o n e d  
v e h i c l e s  a r e  an  e y e s o r e  on  th e  r o a d w a y s ,  p r e s e n t  a  p o s s i b l e  t r a f f i c  o: h e a l th  r isk , 
a n d  a re  a p o te n t ia l  p o l lu t io n  s o u r c e  d u e  to l e a k in g  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e  c o s t  
:o -he M O  A to r e m o v e  t h e s e  v e h i c l e s  is e s t im a t e d  to b e  a p p r o x im a te ly  S126,000 
annually.

T h e  v e h i c l e s  th a t  a r e  a b a n d o n e d  a re  u s u a l l y  n o t p ro p e r ly  r e g i s t e r e d  m a k in g  it 
c f f f icu it  to t r a c e  t h e  t r u e  o w n e r  to a s s e s s  c iv i l o r  c r im in a l  p e n a l t i e s .  F u r th e r ,  e v e n  if 
a r e s p o n s i b l e  o w n e r  d id  w i s h  to p rop e r ly  d i s p o s e  c f  a v e h ic le ,  th e  c o s t  c o u ld  b e  a s  
m u c h  a s  5300 p e r  v e h i c l e  g i v e n  th e  m a z e  of lo c a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  r e g u la t io n s  
w h ic h  m u s t  b e  c o m p l i e d  w ith .

Tine p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  h e re in  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  a n d  a r e  d e s i g n e d  to  
e x p e d i t e  r e m o v a l  a n d  d i s p o s a l  o f ju n k  v e h i c l e s .  In o r d e r  to r e s o l v e  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  
m e  M u n ic ip a l i t y  o f A n c h o r a g e  r e c o m m e n d s  th e  f o l lo w in g  s p e c i f i c  c h a n g e s  to  s t a t e  
s t a t u t e s :

S e c t io n  23.11.020. P r e s u m p t io n  of A b a n d o n m e n t .

1. A  v e h i c l e  c u r r e n t l y  r e g i s t e r e d  p u r s u a n t  to  A S  28.10 th a t  h a s  b e e n  le f t  
u n a t t e n d e d ,  s t a n d in g ,  p a r k e d  u p o n  o r  w ith in  10 f e e t  o f t h e  t r a v e l e d  
p o r t io n  o f a  h ig h w a y ,  in e x c e s s  o f 48 h o u r s ,  o r a  c u r r e n t l y  r e g i s t e r e d  
v e h i c l e  le f t s t a n d in g  or p a r k e d  on  p r i v a t e  p ro p e r t y  in e x c e s s  o f  24 
h o u r s  o r  u p o n  o th e r  p u b l i c  p ro p e r t y  to r  m o re  t h a n  30 d a y s ,  w i th o u t  
t h e  c o n s e n t  o f t h e  ow n e r  o r  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  o f t h e  p ro p e r ty ,  
n o tw i t h s t a n d in g  o th e r  s t a t u to r y  p r o v i s io n s ,  m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  u n d e r  
A S  28.11.030 a n d  t r e a te d  a s  a n  a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  
v e h i c l e  is  r e c l a im e d  a n d  r e m o v e d  b e fo r e  a c t io n  r e g a r d in g  r e m o v a l  i s  
t a k e n  u n d e r  A S  28.11.030.
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k e d  V eh ic le  m e a n s  a  v e h ic le  w h ic h  is  s o  d i s a b l e d  th e
/.'hole v e h ic le  c a n n o t  o e  u s e d  fo r its p r im a ry  fu n c t io n

.o u t s u b s t a n t i a l  r e p a i r  o r  r e c o n s t r u c t io n

V e h ic le  m e a n s  a  v e h i c l e  th a t  e x h ib i t s  o n e  o f t h e

no t c u r r e n t ly  r e o i s t e r e d  fo r o p e ra t io n  u p o n  t h e  du

s t r ip p e d ,  w r e c k e d ,  o r o t h e rw i s e  in o p e r a b le  d u e  to
m e c h a n i c a l  fa i lu re :  o r

h a s  no t b e e n  r e p a i r e d  b e c a u s e  o f m e c h a n i c a l
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o r b e c a u s e  t h e  c o s t  o f r e p a i r s  r e q u i r e d  to
m a k e  it o p e r a b le  e x c e e d s  th e  fa i r  m a rk e t  v a l u e  o f t h e
v e h ic le :  o r

in a  co n d i t io n  w h ic h  e x h ib i t s  m o re  th a n  o n e  o f  t h e  
fo l lo w in g  e le m e n t s :

A b a n d o n e d  V e h i c l e s  
( c o n t i n u e d )

(more)

A  v/ recked  v e h i c l e  o r  J u n k  V e h i c le  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  le ft u n a t t e n d e d .  
s t a n d in g ,  p a r k e d  up o n  o r  w ith in  10 fe e t  o f t h e  t r a v e l e d  port ion  o f  a  
h ig h w a y ,  in e x c e s s  of 24 h o u r s ,  o r  a  w r e c k e d  v e h ic l e  o r  iu n k  v e h i c l e  
le ft s t a n d in g  o r  p a r k e d  on p r iv a te  p ro p e r t y  o r  o th e r  p u b l i c  p ro p e r t y  in 
e x c e s s  o f 24 h o u r s  w i th o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f t h e  o w n e r  o r  p e r s o n  in 
c h a r g e  o f  t h e  p rope r ty , n o tw i th s t a n d in g  o th e r  s t a tu to r y  p ro v i s io n s .  
m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  u n d e r  A S  28.11.030 a n d  t r e a t e d  a s  a n  a b a n d o n e d  
v e h ic l e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  v e h ic le  is r e c l a im e d  a n d  r e m o v e d  b e fo r e  a c t io n  
r e g a r d in g  r e m o v a l  is t a k e n  u n d e r  A S  28.11.030.

T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  fo r  g o o d  c a u s e  m a y  m a k e  p ro v i s io n s  fo r  p a rk in g  of 
v e h i c l e s  on  s t a t e  p rop e r ty  o th e r  t h a n  s p e c i f i e d  in th i s  s e c t io n  a n d  
u n d e r  t h e  p ro v i s io n s  o f A S  44.62.

F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f th is  title a n d  r e g u la t io n s  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  th is  t i t le  t h e  
fo l lo w in g  t e rm s  s h a l l  h a v e  th e  m e a n in g s  s e t  fo r th  b e low :



C o n t a c t A n n  W a l l e r  R e s c h  
D e p u t y  M u n ic ip a l  A t to rn e y  
343-4545P h o n

(more)
A b a n d o n e d  V e h i c l e s  
( c o n t i n u e d )

(b) m i s s in g  w h e e l s  o r  t i re s ;

(c) m is s in g  b o d y  p a n e l s  o r  p a r t s ;  o r

(d) m i s s in g  d r iv e  t r a in  p a r t s .

S e c t i o n  23.11.050. V e s t i n g  o f  T it le .

T i t le  to an  im p o u n d e d  v e h i c l e  no t r e c la im e d  b y  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r ,  a  l ie n h o ld e r ,  
o r  o th e r  p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  to  p o s s e s s i o n  o f t h e  v e h ic le  w ith in  [30] T5 d a y s  f rom  th e  
n o t i c e  g i v e n  u n d e r  A S  28.11.040 v e s t s  v/fth th e  s t a t e  or, if a  m u n ic ip a l  o r d in a n c e  is 
a d o p t e d  u n d e r  A S  28.11.100, w ith th e  m un ic ip a l i t y ,  a s  a p p ro p r ia t e .  H ow e v e r ,  
n o th in g  in th i s  s e c t io n  p ro h ib i t s  a  lien u n d e r  A S  28.11.090.

S e c t io n  23.11.070. D i s o o s a l  o f  A b a n d o n e d  V e h i c le s .

(a) Upon s a t i s f a c t i o n  of th e  n o t ic e  a n d  rep o r t in g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
p r e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  c h a p te r ,  a  v e h ic le  m a y  b e  d i s p o s e d  o f a s  fo l lo w s :

(11 S v  r e m o v a l  to a s c r a p  p r o c e s s in g  v a r d  o r  a u to  w r e c k e r  at 
w h ic h  p la c e  s a i d  v e h ic le  s h a l l  b e  d i s p o s e d  o f in s u c h  a 
f a s h io n  s o  a s  to r e n d e r  it i n c aD a b le  of u s e  a s  a  v e h ic le .

(21 B y  p u b l i c  a u c t io n  20 d a y s  a f t e r  n o t i c e  o f t h e  a u c t io n  is 
p u b l i s h e d  in a n e w s p a p e r  o f g e n e r a l  c i r c u la t io n  in th e  a r e a  or 
m u n ic ip a l i t y  in w h ic h  t h e  v e h i c l e  w a s  f o u n d  a n d  p r e s u m e d  
a b a n d o n e d .  T h e  n o t ic e  of a u c t io n  m u s t  d e s c r i b e  th e  v e h ic le  
a n d  s p e c i f y  th e  p la c e ,  d a te ,  a n d  t im e  a t  w h ic h  it w ill b e  s o ld .  
A  c o p y  o f  th e  n o t ic e  o f  a u c t io n  s h a l l  b e  c o n v e y e d  to  th e  
d e p a r tm e n t .

(b) A  v e h i c l e  d i s p o s e d  o f  u n d e r  (a1(21 o f t h i s  s e c t i o n  m u s t  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  
a n d  t i t l e d  u n d e r  A S  28.10, a n d  m a y  no t b e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s o ld  w i th o u t  
a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  t i t le  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t .

(c) N o tw i t h s t a n d in g  th e  p ro v i s io n s  o f t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a  p e r s o n  w h o  
d i s p o s e s  o f a n  a b a n d o n e d  v e h ic le  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t io n  m a y  in i t ia te  a  
c iv i l a c t io n  a g a in s t  a  p e r s o n  n a m e d  in A S  28.11.010, if l i a b le ,  fo r  
c o s t s  e x c e e d i n g  r e c e ip t s  fo r  th e  d i s p o s a l  o f th e  v e h ic le .
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M U N I C I P A L I T Y  O F  A N C H O R A G E
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  HEALTH & HUMAN S E R V I C E S  

M E M O R A N D U M

D A T E :  April 24, 1997

T O :  T i m  Rogers, Executive Assistant for Legislative Affairs

T H R U :  Elaine Christian, Director, D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Health a n d  H u m a n  Services r > f

F R O M :  Christopher P. Bcanc, I / M  l V o g r a m  Administrator c m

S U B J E C T :  H o u s e  Bill 222, A b a n d o n e d  rhiclcs, A S  2?.l 1.070(b)

APR 2 A 1997.

Wc support H o u se B i l l  222 as am end ed an d b e lie v e  that it w ill  h a v e  a p o s itiv e  im p act 
on A i r  Q u a lity . A tta c h e d  is  p re v io u s co rresp o n d e n ce on th is su b je ct.

l.ura M o r g a n ,  Ph.D., M a n a g e r ,  E n v i r o nmental Services Division 

Steve Morris, A ir  Quality Manager

Atens.

) louse Bill 222 
Feb ruary  10"' L ette r 
Ayrjl 22lJ L ette r
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April 21, 1 997 m  2 1 1937

V I A  F A C S I M I L E  

(907) 4 6 5 - 2 0 4 0

Representative N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g  

Alaska Scare Legislature 

H o u s e  of Representatives 

Scare Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 S 2

Rc: H o u s e  Bill 2 2 2

D e a r  Representative Rokeberg:

T h a n k  y o u  ver y  m u c h  for drafting t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  to A S  28.11.100. I 

believe t h a t  it a d d r e s s e s  the is s u e  w h i c h  I d is c u s s e d  w i th  y o u r  staff. I k n o w  t h a t  the 
Ketchikan Police D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t h e  Ketchikan City Council will he p le a s e d  to k n o w  that 

they c a n  e s ta b l i s h  T heir o w n  notice a n d  hearing procedures w i t h o u t  being m a n d a t e d  to 

a d e p t  t h e  s y s t e m  used b y  the State D e p a r t m e n t  of Public Safety.

Since talking to y o u r  staff, I h a v e  also b e e n  contacted b y  Pete Ecklund or 

Representative Williams' office concerning this matter. I a m  enclosing mareria! w h i c h  1 

farted to h i m  last w e e k  concerning enforcement of the a b a n d o n e d  vehicle laws. Y o u  m a y  

w a n t  to consider s o m e  of these additional issues. [ w o u l d  not, h o w e v e r ,  w a n t  to delay the 

c h a n g e  to Alaska Statutes 2 8 . 1 1 . 1 0 0  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  issues, especially since w e  h a v e  been 

able ro avoid s o m e  of these issues in Ketchikan b y  drafting o ur o w n  local ordinance.

E nc lo su res

rc: Pete Fcklund, Representative Williams’ office

Via Facsimile (907) 4 6 5 - 3 7 9 3
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OFFICE OF THE CITT ATTORNEY S t e v e n  H .  S c h w e p p e
CITY OF KSTCHDCAN, A M  SKA nexrr snttrr
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A p r il  18, 1 9 9 7

V IA  FA C S IM IL E  
( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 7 9 3

Mr .  Pete E d d u n d  

H o u s e  or Representatives 

Representative Bill Williams 

M / S  3 1 0 0

Juneau, AK 9 9 8 0 1- 1 18 2

Representative Rokeberg's 3ill o n  A b a n d o n e d  a n d  W r e c k e d  Vehicles

F o l l o w i n g  o ur discussion earlier this w e e k ,  I found the enclosed m e m o r a n d u m  w h i c h  

f w r o t e  to the B o r o u g h  Attorney concerning a b a n d o n e d  vehicles a n d  a presentation h e  w a s  

preparing to m a k e  to the Municipal Attorney’s Convention. Please n o t e  n u m b e r s  (1) 

t h r o u g h  (3) o n  p 2ges t w o  a n d  three. T h e s e  three paragraphs address the p r i m a r y  p r o b l e m  

w e  h a v e  w i t h  enforcing the a b a n d o n e d  vehicle laws. P a r agraph (1) o n  p a g e  t w o  addresses 

the certified mail p r o b l e m  w h i c h  w e  discussed this w e e k .  P a r a g r a p h  (2) o n  p a g e  three 

discusses the p r o b l e m  w i t h  the p r e s u m p t i o n  of a b a n d o n m e n t .  W e  h a v e  h a d  a  n u m b e r  of 

street-side m e c h a n i c s  w h o  seek to e v a d e  the a b a n d o n e d  vehicle ordinance b y  p u s h in g the 

vehicle u p  a n d  d o w n  the street. If t h e y  are. successful in p u s h i n g  it far e n o u g h  so  that it 
n o  longer "reasonably appears" to h a v e  b e e n  in the s a m e  place for 4 8  hours, the 

p r e s u m p t i o n  of a b a n d o n m e n t  ends a n d  the vehicle c a nnot be  r e m o v e d .  In n u m b e r  (3) I 

address the m o s t  c o m m o n  p r o b l e m  in convicting o w n e r s  of a b a n d o n i n g  their vehicles. It 

w o u l d  b e  helpful if the statute w o u l d  describe h o w  the "identity of the p e r s o n  a b a n d o n i n g  

the vehicle" is established. People w h o  a b a n d o n  vehicles or leave j u n k e d  vehicles o n  

streets generally d o  n o t  register their vehicles w i t h  rhe D e p a r t m e n t  of  M o t o r  Vehicles. In 

order to establish the identity of the person a b a n d o n i n g  the vehicle, the registered o w n e r  

shou l d  be required to present a bill of sale signed b y  bot h  p m t i e s  a n d  witnessed or 

notarized. [ w o u l d  prefer to h a v e  the a b a n d o n e d  vehicle l a w  written as a strict liability

D e a r  P e re :

Pa ft J
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law im posing liability on rhe registered owner u n le ss he has transferred tide th r o n g  r h ~  

Department o f M otor V eh icles. °

In reviewing the proposed House B ill No. 222 I noted an additional point w h ich  I 
m issed in my d iscu ssion s w ith Representative Rokcberg’s office. I note that Section 1  states 
that the vehicle m ust have been le fl unattended, standing or parked fo r 48 hours. The C ity 
of Ketchikan has rewritten it s abandoned vehicle ordinance to provide that the presum ption 
of abandonment applies i f  the vehicle "reasonably appears" to have been left unattended, 
standing, parked. We made th is change to eliminate the ow ners defense that he pushed 
the car two feet or three feet during the night. Generally police officers cannot determine 
whether the vehicle has been moved a matter o f two or three feet and obviously cannot 
know that the vehicle has been unamended for 48 consecutive hours. By adding the phrase 
reasonably appears, the City’s  ordinance stops people from evading the ordinance by 
moving their cars back and forth a few feet or inches. You may want to look at adding the 
phrase "reasonably appears" to Section 1  and Section 2 o f the proposed sratute. On several 
occasions I have had vehicle owner’s argue that every 48 hours they pushed their car back 
end forth. Please apologize to Representative Rokeberg’s office for not having brought th is 
to their attention when they called me. M y excitement and concern over the certified mail 
issue caused me to overlook th is issue.

Thank you for calling my office on th is b ill. Tr.e Ketchikan Police Department and 
[ w ill be extremely happy if  the cerdiied mail requirement is deleted and we are permitted 

:o draft cu r own notice requirements.
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MEMORANDUM

S c o t t  A .  B r a n c t t - E r i c b s e n ,  E s q ,  
B o r o u g h  A t t o r n e y

F R O M :  3 < ^ 5 ~  S t e v e n  H . S c h w e p p e  

City Attorney

C a r w a r s  P r e s e n t a t i o n

D A TE : O c t o b e r  2 9 , 1 9 9 S

Thank y o u  fo r  g iv in g  m e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  ro  r e v ie w  y o u r  d r a f t  m a te r i a l s  o n  v e h ic le  
im p o u n d m e n t  a n d  f o r f e i t u r e .  D is c u s s io n  o f  th i s  i s s u e  is l o n g  o v e rd u e , a n d  is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
p e r t in e n t  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  U .S . S u p r e m e  C o u r t  d e c is io n s  o n  d o u b le  j e o p a r d y .  I t  i s  o n e  
o f  th o s e  to p ic s  th.3*. p e r s o n a l l y  a f f e c ts  a ll m u n ic ip a l  a t to r n e y s .  W e h a v e  p r o b a b ly  a l l  b e e n  
c o n f r o n te d  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s  b y  e l e c te d  o f f ic ia ls  d e m a n d in g  b e t t e r  o r  q u ic k e r  
im p o u n d m e n t  o f  v e h ic le s .  As m u n ic ip a l  a t t o r n e y s  w e  n e e d  to  h a v e  p r o m p t  a n d  g o o d  
r e s p o n s e s ,  d o u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w ill b e  a  s u r v iv a l  c o u r s e  f o r  m u n ic ip a l  a t to r n e y s .

[ h a v e  s e v e r a l  i n i t i a l  c o m m e n ts  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s t a t e  c a s e s  d i e d  i n  y o u r  
m e m o r a n d u m . F ir s t ,  o n  p a g e  6  y o u  d t e  S k a g e n  v. M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e .  T h i s  c a s e  w a s
r e p o r t e d  in  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  v .  W i l l i a m  M .  S k a g e n ,  P . 2 d  ,  O p .  N o .  1 4 7 4
(A la sk a  A p p ., J u n e  2 1 , 1 9 9 6 ) . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a ls  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d o u b l e ­
j e o p a r d y  d a i m  w a s  n o t  r ip e . F u r th e rm o r e  t h e  C o u r t  r e l i e d  u p o n  S k a g e n ’s d e f a u l t  i n  t h e  
f o r f e i tu r e  a c t i o n ,  a n d  th u s  a p p a r e n t ly  w a iv e d  h is  r i g h t  to  c o n te s t  t h e  f o r f e i t u r e  a l t o g e t h e r .  
H o p e fu lly , C l i f f  w i l l  h a v e  a n  u p d a t e  o n  th e  c r im in a l  c a s e  a n d  w h e t h e r  d o u b le  j e o p a r d y  w a s  
r a i s e d  a s  a  d e f e n s e  a t  t h a t  t im e .

O n  p a g e  1 4  y o u  c i te  R e s e k  v .  S u i t e ,  7 0 o  P .2 d  2 6 8  (A la sk a  1 9 6 5 ) .  T h e  R e s e k  c a s e  
is im p o r t a n t  f o r  tw o  r e a s o n s .  A s y o u  p o in t  o u t ,  i t  h o ld s  i h a t  a n  i n d i g e n t  c l a im a n t  d o e s  n o t  
h a v e  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  to  a p p o in t e d  c o u n s e l .  S e c o n d ly , t h e  R e s e k  c a s e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
f o r f e i tu r e  a c t i o n s  s h o u ld  b e  s ta y e d  p e n d in g  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  c r im in a l  p r o s e c u t i o n .  T h is  
is a n  im p o r t a n t  p r i n r i p l e  a f f e c t in g  c i t ie s  t h a t  d o  n o t  p r o s e c u te  a l l  D W T s. It r e q u i r e s  u s  to  
v /a i t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  S t a t e ’s c r im in a l  c a s e  is r e s o lv e d  b e fo r e  w e  c a n  fo r f e i t  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e .  
In  K e tc h ik a n  w e  o n ly  p r o s e c u te  r i r s r -o f r e n s e  D W T s. W e fo r f e i t  v e h ic le s  i n  s e c o n d - o f f e n s e  
DW Ts. D u e  to  R e s e k  w e  m u s t  d e la y  o u r  i n  r e m  f o r f e i tu r e  c a s e  u n t i l  th e  S t a t e 's  c r im in a '
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c a s e  is c cm t> ie :e d . S in c e  t h e  c r im in a l  c a s e  w ill g e n e r a l l y  d r a g  o n  f o r  s e v e ra l  m o n th s ,  th i s  
r e s u l t s  in  s ig n ih c a n c  im p o u n d m e n t  c o s ts  b e in g  im p o s e d  u p o n  u s . M im id p a l i t i e s  w h ic h  a r e  
c o n s id e r in g  im p o u n d m e n t  a n d  f o r f e i tu r e  o f  D W l v e h ic le s  n e e d  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  d u e  t o  R e s e k ,  

t h e  co ses  o f  im p o u n d  w il l  o f t e n  e x c e e d  th e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  v e h ic le .  W h e n  t h e  C ity  o f  
K e tc h ik a n  f i r s t  c o n s id e r e d  a  D W I f o r f e i tu r e  o r d in a n c e  w e  t a lk e d  t o  t h e  P o r t l a n d ,  O re g o n , 
o f f ic ia ls  w h o  w e r e  a d m in i s t e r i n g  t h e  m o d e l  o r d in a n c e  w h ic h  w a s  u s e d  b y  b o th  A n c h o ra g e  
a n d  K e tc h ik a n . T h e  P o r t l a n d  a u th o r i t i e s  a d v is e d  t h a t  a  m u n i c ip a l i t y  s h o u ld  h a v e  i ts  o w n  
im p o u n d  lo t s  b e f o r e  i t  b e g in s  a  D M  fo r f e i tu r e  p r o g r a m .  W i th o u t  a  m u r i d p a l l y - o w n e d  
im p o u n d  lo t ,  t h e  c o s ts  o f  s to r a g e  w ill e l im in a te  m o s t  o f  t h e  in c o m e  f r o m  th e  s a l e  o f  m o s t  
v e h id e s .  In  g e n e r a l ,  i f  t h e  v e h ic le  h a s  a n y  v a lu e , t h e r e  i s  a  l i e n  u p o n  t h e  v e h ic le  f o r  m o s t  
i f  r .o t  a l l  o f  i t s  v a lu e .  U n d e r  S t a t e  v .  R i c e ,  6 2 6  P .2 d  1 0 4  (A la s k a  1 9 9 1 ) , th e  l i e n h o ld e r ’s  
s h a r e  o f  t h e  c a r ’s v a l u e  m a y  b e  in a c c e s s ib le  to  t h e  m u n i r i p a l i t y .

A s to  t h e  a b a n d o n e d  v e h ic le  d is c u s s io n , y o u  m a y  'w ish  to  c o n s id e r  t h e  f o l lo w in g  
m a t t e r s :

( 1 )  is c e r t i f i e d  m a il  n o t i c e  n e c e s s a r y  p r i o r  t o  im p o u n d m e n t ?  AS 2 8 .1 1 .1 0 0  
a u th o r i z e s  m u n ic ip a l i t i e s  to  a d o p t  o r d in a n c e s  f o r  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  a b a n d o n e d  
v e h id e s .  U n d e r  t h a t  s e c t io n  a n  o r d in a n c e  m u s t  p r o v id e  n o t i c e  to  o w n e r s  " o f  
t h e  r i g h t  to  a  h e a r in g  w h ic h  s h a l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  m u n ic ip a l im  in  t h e  
m a n n e r  p ro v id e d  f o r  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  AS 2 3 .0 5 .1 3 1  - 2 3 .0 5 .1 4 1 ."  
U n d e r  AS 2 3 .0 5 .1 3 1  th e  S r a te  m a y  im p o u n d  o n ly  a f t e r  "g iv in g  o f  n o t ic e ."  
T h e  t e rm  " g iv in g  o f  n o d e s "  is d e f in e d  i n  AS 2 8 .0 5 .1 2 1 .  T h a t  d e f in i t io n  
r e q u i r e s  c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  o r  r e t u r n  m a i l .  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  A S  2 8 .0 5 .1 3 1  a l lo w s  fo r  
im m e d ia t e  r e m o v a l  w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  h e a l th ,  s a f e ty  o r  
w e l f a r e .  I f in d  i t  d if f ic u l t  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t o w in g  o f  a b a n d o n e d  v e h id e s  w i l l  
g e n e r a l l y  f a l l  w i t h i n  th is  e x c e p t io n . I f  i t  d o e s  f a l l  w i th i n  th e  e x c e p t io n , th e  
e n t i r e  s e c t io n  is r e n d e r e d  m e a n in g le s s .  O b v io u s ly , a n y  im p o u n d m e n t  w ill b e  
d o n e  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  h e a l th ,  s a f e t y  a n d  w e l f a r e .  .AS 2 8 .1 1 .1 0 0  m a y  
b e  r e a d  a s  p r o v id in g  fo r  m u n i d p a l l y  d e t e rm i n e d  n o t i c e  w i th  t h e  p h r a s e  
"w h ic h  s h a l l  b e  c o n d u c te d  b y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  in  t h e  m a n n e r  p ro v id e d  fo r  t h e  
d e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  AS 2 8 .0 5 .1 3 1  - 2 8 .0 5 .1 4 1 "  r e f e r r i n g  s im p ly  to  th e  h e a r i n g  
p r o c e s s  a n d  n o t  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  p r o c e s s .  T h e  m a n n e r  o f  g iv in g  n o t i c e  i s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  s p e c i f ic a l ly  r e q u i r e d  b y  A S  2 8 .0 5 .1 3 1 .  F u r th e rm o r e ,  A S 2 8 .0 1 .0 1 0  
p r o v id e s  t h a t  t h e  p ro v is io n s  o f  T i t l e  2 8  2 r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l m u n i d p a l i n e s ,  
a n d  t h a t  a  m u n ic ip a l i ty  m a y  n o t  e n a c t  o r d in a n c e s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  T id e  2 8 .

T h e  C ity  o f  K e tc h ik a n  h a s  lo n g  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  n o t i c e  b e  g iv e n  
b e f o r e  a n  a b a n d o n e d  v e h id e  is t o w e d .  T h is  c r e a te s  a  f a i r  a m o u n t  o f  
p a p e rw o r k ,  a n d  c o n s id e r a b le  d e la y . F r o m  a  m u n ic ip a l  a t t o r n e y ’s p e r s p e c t iv e  
th i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ig n i f i c a n t  s in c e  a b a n d o n e d  v e h id e s  a r e  
f r e q u e n d y  im p o u n d e d  o n  th e  c o m p la in t  o f  a n g r y  c i t i z e n s . T h e s e  c i t iz e n s  d o  
n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  w e e k s  o r  m o r e  m a y  p a s s  b e tw e e n  th e  t im e  o f  t h e i r  
c o m p la in t  a n d  th e  t im e  th e  v e h i d e  is r e m o v e d .  C e r t i f ie d  m a il  n o t i c e  is o n e  
o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  fo r  th i s  d e la y , a n d  is t h e  s o u r c e  o f  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  
a m o n g  c i t iz e n s  a n d  e le c te d  o f r i d a l s .
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(2) Notice provisions also relate to another p r o b l e m  with the a b a n d o n e d  vehicle 

statute. O n c e  a street-side m e c h a n i c  is notified of the a b a n d o n e d  vehicle 

provisions, he  will frequently a t t empt to avoid a b a n d o n m e n t  b y  m o v i n g  his 

vehicle several feet in o n e  direction or another. I h a v e  recently h a d  several 

cases in w h i c h  people h a v e  p u s h e d  their nonoperating vehicle b a c k  a n d  forth 

u p  the street. T h e  City of Ketchikan has s o m e w h a t  a d d r essed this p r o b l e m  

b y  applying its a b a n d o n e d  vehicle ordinance to vehicles w h i c h  "reasonably 

appear" to h a v e  b e e n  a b a n d o n e d .  Since a police officer will s e l d o m  b e  able 

to testify that the vehicle is in exactly the s a m e  position as it w a s  4 8  h o urs 

earlier, this l a n g u a g e  has s a ved several convictions. W h i l e  it m a y  b e  

s o m e w h a t  inconsistent w i t h  the stace statute, A S  2 8 . 1 1 . 1 0 0  permits 

ordinances w h i c h  create a p r e s u m p t i o n  of a b a n d o n m e n t .  W e  h a v e  e x p a n d e d  

u p o n  the statutory presumption. Furthermore, our o rdinance is consistent 

w i t h  the policy of the statute, a n d  therefore s o m e  inconsistency w o u l d  s e e m  

to be permitted u n d e r  .AS 28.01.010. This is a n  i m p o r t a n t  issue in 

enforcement of these ordinances.

(3) in m o s t  a b a n d o n e d  vehicle cases the registered o w n e r  claims ro h a v e  sold or 

given the vehicle to s o m e  n a m e d  third parry . Frequently the city attorney 

will not learn of the n a m e  of this person prior to trial. W h e n  h e  is lucky 

e n o u g h  to obtain, the n a m e  a n d / o r  address o f  th is  " n e w  o w n e r "  prior ro trial, 
the chances are great that the " n e w  o w n e r "  will h a v e  m o v e d  to parts 

u n k n o w n .  A S  2 8 . 1 1.010(d) states that the lawful o w n e r  of the vehicle as 

s h o w n  o n  the d e p a r t m e n t’s records is considered responsible for the 

a b a n d o n m e n t  cf the vehicle. T h e  statute does not, h o w e v e r ,  create strict 

liability o n  the part of the registered owner, [t contains a large loophole. 

T h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  is o v e r c o m e  if "the identity of the p e r s o n  a b a n d o n i n g  the 

vehicle is established." A  defendant will seek to establish the identity of that 

person b y  testifying that h e  sold or g ave the v e h i d e  to the " n e w  o w n e r . "  

W h ile this m a y  establish the identity of a n e w  o w ner, I h a v e  a r g u e d  w i t h  

s o m e  success that this testimony decs not establish the identity of the p e r s o n  

w h o  a b a n d o n e d  the vehicle. It a s s u m e s  that the n e w  o w n e r  a b a n d o n e d  the 

vehicle, but n o  te s t i m o n y  is available to m a k e  this link. In s o m e  cases, 

however, the registered o w n e r  does establish this link t h r o u g h  his testimony, 

or the testimony of a friend. Furthermore, I frequently find that the 

registered o w n e r  files a transfer p e n d i n g  w ith the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M o t o r  

V e h i d e s  shortly after receiving notice of the a b a n d o n e d  vehide. This 

d o c u m e n t  c a n  be filed w i t h o u t  the cooperation of the s u p p o s e d  " n e w  owner." 

T h e  D M V s  records h a v e  b e e n  so horrendously outdated that w e  s o m e t i m e s  

find that the transfer p e n d i n g  has b e e n  filed a n d / o r  a transfer c o m p l e t e d  

m o n t h s  prior to the a b a n d o n m e n t  without a n y  update o f  the D M V  records. 

T h e  m u n i d p a l  attorney cann o t  completely rely u p o n  D M V  records. This 

b r e a k d o w n  in the s y s t e m  a n d  the l o w  level of proof n e e d e d  to o v e r c o m e  the 

p r e s u n p c o n ,  m a k e s  prosecution unnecessarily difficult.

T h e  topic of a b a n d o n e d  vehides is a m a j o r  issue affecting the relationship of m u n icipal
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a t t o r n e y s  ro  t h e i r  e le c te d  b o d ie s . I t is  a  s o u r c e  o f  f r u s t r a t io n .  A  m u n i c ip a l  a t t o r n e y  w il l  
s p e n d  e x c e s s iv e  a m o u n t s  o f  n in e  p r o s e c u t in g  t h e s e  v io l a t io n s  w i t h  b e l o w  a v e r a g e  o d d s  o f  
s u c c e s s .  E le c te d  o f f ic ia ls  a r e  f r u s t r a t e d  w h e n  t n e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  c a l l  c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  a  
v e h ic le  w h ic h  h a s  n o t  b e e n  im m e d ia te ly  r e m o v e d .  F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  t h e  A M A A  m a y  w is h  
to  s e e k  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  a b a n d o n e d  v e h ic le  s t a t u t e s .  'F n e s e  c h a n g e s  w o u l d  i n c lu d e  l a n g u a g e  
a l lo w in g  m u n i d p a l i t i e s  to  e s ta b l i s h  t h t n r  o w n  n o t i c e  a n d  h e a r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a  s r a tu t e  
p l a c in g  g r e a t e r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o n  th e  r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r ,  p e r h a p s  m a k in g  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r  
r e s p o n s ib l e ,  a n d  r e q u i r i n g  h im  to  r e c o v e r  f r o m  t h e  " n e w  o w n e i n w h o  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  
v e h ic le .  T h is  w o u ld  c r e a t e  a s t r ic t  l i a b i l i t y  s t a n d a r d .  S in c e  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e h id e  
is  s o m e t h i n g  w i th i n  t h e  s e l le r 's  c o n t r o l ,  i t  s e e m s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h e  s e l l e r  s h o u l d  b e a r  t h e  
fu l l r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  h is  n e g l ig e n c e  a n d  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  p r o t e c t  h im s e l f  b y  p r o p e r ly  
r e g i s t e r i n g  m e  v e h ic le  i n  t h e  n e w  o w n e r ’s  n a m e .  F in a l ly , t h e r e  m a y  b e  s o m e  a d v a n ta g e  
i n  l o o k i n g  a t  l a n g u a g e  s p e d f i c a i l y  e x p a n d in g  a b a n d o n e d  v e h ic le s  t o  i n d u d e  t h o s e  t h a t  
" r e a s o n a b ly  a p p e a r "  to  b e  u n m o v e d  w i th in  4 8  h o u r s .

T w o  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  is s u e s  m a y  b e  w o r t h  d is c u s s in g . F ir s t , t h e  C i ty  o f  K e tc h ik a n  is 
c u r r e n t l y  s e e k in g  a n  a m e n d m e n t  to  t h e  A d m in is t r a t iv e  C o d e  t o  c h a n g e  p o s t in g  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  2 4 - h o u r  p a rk in g . C u r r e n t ly ,  2 4 - h o u r  p a r k in g  l im i t a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  p o s te d  
a lo n g  e v e r /  b lo c k  w h e r e  t h e  l im i t a t io n  a p p l ie s .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  x v o u ld  a l io w  fo r  a  
2 4 - h o u r  l im i t a t i o n  to  b e  p o s t e d  o n ly  o n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t o w n . T h e  2 4 - h o u r  l im i ta t io n  
w o u ld  t h e n  a p p ly  o n  a l l s t r e e r s  w i th i n  t h e  to w n .  T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l ic  S a f e ty  h a s  
t a k e n  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  o n  th is  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e .  O th e r  d r i e s  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  c o n s id e r  
e x p a n d in g  th i s  p o s t i n g  e x e m p t io n  t o  a p p ly  to  c a l e n d a r  p a r k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o r  
r e o c i r  e r r  a r t s  p r o h ib i t i n g  s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  d u r in g  c e r t a in  e v e n in g  h o u r s .  O n e  b e n e f i t  o f  s u c h* • D  i  U  w

p a r k i n g  l im i t a t i o n s  is t h e  r e m o v a l  c f  j u n k e d  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  v e h ic le s  o n  a  s h o r t e r  t im e ta b le .  
T h e s e  l im i t a t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  h e lp f u l  i n  s n o w  r e m o v a l  a n d  s t r e e t  c l e a n in g .

S e c o n d ly ,  it w o u ld  b e  h e lp f u l  ro d is c u s s  t h e  j u d i d a i  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  im p o u n d in g  
v e h ic le s  w i th  o u t s t a n d in g  p a rk in g  r ic k e ts  ( s e e  p a g e  2  o f  y o u r  m e m o ] .  I t is  q u ic k e r  a n d  
e a s i e r  t o  im p o u n d  fo r  o u t s t a n d in g  p a r k in g  r ic k e ts  t h a n  f o r  a b a n d o n m e n t .  Mo g iv in g  o f  
n o t i c e  is r e q u i r e d .  I h a v e , h o w e v e r ,  b e e n  u n s u r e  o f  t h e  j u d ic i a l  a u t h o r i t y  w h i c h  s u p p o r t  
s u c h  im p o u n d s .

EGi'M/5B£3 f*ajt 1
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M e m b e r  o f th e  N o tio n a l L e a g u e  of C it ie s  a n d  th e  N a t io n a l A sso c ia t io n  of C o u n t ie s

A p r il 2 2 ,19 9 7

R ep re senta tive  N orm a n  Rokeberg  

State C a p ito l R oo m  24 

Ju nea u , A K  99801

Dear R ep re senta tive  Rokeberg :

W e are w r it in g  in  su p p o rt o f HB 222, re la ting  to abandoned , w recked , o r ju nk  v e h ic le s . 

M a ny o f ou r m em ber m u n ic ip a lit ie s are ob ligated  to rem ove ju n k  v e h ic le s  fro m  th e ir  

c ity  stre e ts and th is  b ill w il l p ro v id e  them w ith  the to o ls  to make that p ro ce ss  ea sie r.

W e u n d e rsta n d  th is  is su e  is  o f con sidera b le  co n ce rn  to the M u n ic ip a lity  o f A n ch o ra g e , 

h o w ev er, w e  feel that p a ssa ge o f th is le g is la t io n  w il l  h e lp  all m u n ic ip a lit ie s w ho  have 

the re sp o n sib ility  o f keep ing  the streets sa fe and m o re  attractive.

a s s is t  you  fu rth er, p lease call on me.If w e
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R ev is io n  D a te : 0 2 /3 /9 8 D ep t. A f f e c te d : A dm in is tra tio n

ANALYSIS CONTINUED:

This bill moves the registration requirement for snowmachines from Title 5 to Title 28 and requires dealers to have purchases 
complete ap; ,:~ations prior to leaving the dealership with the snowmachine. The bill also aulhcri7.es the dealers to act as agents 
for DMV and r ue the registrations and decals for snowmachines.

Snowmachines are currently required to be registered if they are operated on public land. There are 14,642 snowmachines 
registered but the estimates from dealers and snowmachine organizations indicate there are 70,000 snowmachines in the state. 
Not all of these machines will be registered under this bill even if the law requires it and the primary reason is a lack of effective 
enforcement.

For the purpose of this fiscal note the following projection will be used:
FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04
10,000 10,000 20,000 20.000 30.000 30,000

The increase of 10,000 registrations every two years is based on the number of machines estimated to be registered a year and 
those that must r'.new the registration on a biennial basis. Mail-in renewal of registrations will increase 10,000 to 20,000 a year. 
A Motor Vehicle Customer Service Representative III will be required to manage the contracts negotiated with the snowmobile 
dealers; train the dealer personnel, audit the program and maintain the security of the forms and decals.

COST SUMMARY FY 99

PERSONAL SERVICES
1 PFT MVCSR III, Rage 14 $43.0

TRAVEL to train and audit dealer work $ 5.0 

CONTRACTUAL
Forms and tabs $3.0
Computer Programming $15.0

EQUIPMENT
1 computer workstation -one time cost $10.0
(this includes PC, desk, chair, file cabinet)

TOTAL $76.5

REVENUE

It is estimated 10,000 registrations at $10 for the biennial period. Assuming even distribution with 10,000 in each year after the 
startup, there will be an increase of revenue from registration fees.

FY99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04
$100.0 $100.0 $200.0 $200.0 $300.0 $300.0

? £ > « ) &  A 0$ 2 -
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Alaska State Legislature
Please en te r into the record my testimony to the <£*/%!&■_________

com m ittee name

c o m m ittee  o n     d a te d
b ill # / su b ject

Written testimony for Senate Transportation Committee hearing 3/19/98 

H B 231-

The Caribou H ills  Cabin Hoppers with a membership o f  over 200 families, strongly 
supports I IB 2 3 1. Alaska only received approximately $85000.00 in SY M M S money this 
year because we have so few snowmachines registered. Please pass this b ill so  we can get 
registrations up and receive our share o f SY M M S money for trails.

Mr. Howard T . Davis,
Caribou H ills Cabin Hoppers 
PO Box 395 Clam Gulch, Alaska 99568

S i g n e d :  _________________
T e s t if ie r

R ep resenting  (Optional)

A d d re ss

Phone number
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A L A S K A  S N O W M O B I L E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  A L L I A N C E

P .O . B o x  2 4 3 6 6 4  • A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  S 9 5 2 4 -3 6 6 4  • (9 0 7 )  2 5 8 -3 7 0 0

M a r c h  i f  1 9 9 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  Jerry  W a r d
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  W a r d ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s u p p o r t in g  H B  2 3 1  s n o w m o b i le  p o i n t  o f  s a le  r e g is t r a t io n . I  a m  
p l e a s e d  th a t  t h is  b i l l  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l ly  p a s s e d  i n  t h e  H o u s e .  It  is  a  g o o d  b i l l  fo r  
A la s k a  a n d  s n o w m o b i le r s .

S in c e r e ly ,

M a x  J . L o w e  
P r e s id e n t

M J L : t a



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Beverly Masek
Chair, Military &  Veterans Affairs 

Vice Chair, Transportation 
Vice Chair, Resources 

Legislative Council
During Interim : During Session:

6 0 0  East Railroad Avenue State Capitol
W asilla , A K  99654 Juneau, A k , 0 9 801 -1 182
9 0 7 -3 7 6 -2 6 7 9  (9 0 7 ) 465-2679
9 0 7 -3 7 6 -6 1 8 0  ( fa x ) (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -4 8 2 2  FAX

(8 0 0 )5 0 5 -2 6 7 8

M E M O R A N D U M

T O : Sen. Je rry J^ttrd , Chairman
Senate Transportation Committee

F R O M : Rep. B cv e t^M a se k  \

R E : MB 2 3 1 “ An Act relating to the point o f sale registration o f snow m obiles.

D A T E : Mar. 1 1, 1998

1 would appreciate having this h ill scheduled for a hearing in the Senate Transportation 
Committee at your earliest convenience.

MB 2 3 1 w ill allow for dealers to register snowm obiles at the time o f purchase. By getting a 
reliable registration in place, we w ill be able to qualify for grant funding for trails from the 
National Recreational T ra ils fund. T h is  funding is  important as Alaska grow s, trails w ill become 
more o f  a necessity.

1 would like to thank you for any expedited consideration you may he able to give my request.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Beverly Masek
Chair, Military & Veterans Affairs 

Vice Chair, Transportation 
Vice Chair, Resources 

Legislative Council
Dining Interim:

600 East Railroad Avenue 
W asilla , AK 99654 
907-376-2679 
907 -376 -6180 (fax)

During Session: 
S tate Capitol

Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182
(907) 465-2679

(907) 465-4822 FAX
(800) 505-2678

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H B  2 3 1

H B  231  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  e f f o r t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  A l a s k a ' s  o r g a n i z e d  

s n o w m o b i l e  a s s o c ia t i o n s .  T h e  n e e d  f o r  v i a b le  v  i n t e r t i m e  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

p r o m p t e d  m y  i n v o l v e m e n t  in  t h i s  is s u e .  I v i e w  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t o o l  

i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h o s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t r a i ls  w i l l  h e l p  

p r o t e c t  s n o w m o b i l i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  A la s k a .

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  s n o w m o b i l e s  s i n c e  1968 ; 

h o w e v e r ,  f e w  A l a s k a n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s n o w m o b i l e s .  T h i s  is  

p r i m a r i l y  d u e  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  in  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  W h e n  

s o m e b o d y  p u r c h a s e d  a n e  w  s n o w m o b i l e  t h e y  h a d  t o  ta k e  t h e  t i t le  to  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  

M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  a n d  w a i t  in  l in e  to  g e t  t h e  f i v e - d o l l a r  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  A l s o ,  s i n c e  t h e  

D i v i s i o n  w a s  n o t  b e e n  a b le  to  i m p l e m e n t  a m a i l  in  s y s t e m  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e n e w a l ,  

i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  t o  r e p e a t  t h a t  p e r f o r m a n c e  e v e r y  t w o  y e a r s .

B y  a l l o w i n g  d e a l e r s  t o  h a n d l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  a t  t i m e  o f  p u r c h a s e ,  H B  231 w i l l  c r e a t e  a  

b e t t e r  p r o c e s s  f o r  p e o p l e  to  c o m p l y  w i t h  c u r r e n t  s ta t u t e s .  T h i s  l e g i s la t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  

a l l o w  d e a l e r s  a n d  o t h e r  a g e n t s  t o  h a n d l e  r e n e w a l  o f  r e g i s t r a t io n s .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s n o w m o b i l e  e n t h u s ia s t s  to  h a v e  a  g o o d  s y s t e m  in  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  g o o d  a c c o u n t i n g  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m a c h i n e s  in  A la s k a .  T h i s  

i n f o r m a t i o n  is  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  f o r m u la  f o r  a c q u i r i n g  t r a i1 m o n e y s  a v a i la b le  

f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a i l s  F u n d .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a i l s  F u n d  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p r o v i d e



n eed ed  fu n d in g  fo r tra il co n stru ct io n , tra ilh ea d s, tra il s ig n in g , and g ro o m in g  

eq u ip m ent. T h e  im p ortance o f be ing  able to a cq u ire  fu n d s  th ro u g h  th is  sy ste m  

ca nno t be s t re sse d  enou gh . T h e  e sta b lishm ent and m a intenance o f good  tra il sy st e m s  

th ro u g h o u t A la sk a  w il l  p ro v id e  A la sk a n s a p lace to r id e , and m ore im p orta n tly  

p ro v id e  u s  w ith  an o p p o rtu n ity  to expand w in te r  re cre a tio n  and to u rism .

I  b e liev e  H B  2 3 1  i s  a good  f ir s t  step  tow ard d e v e lo p in g  an im p ortant facet o f  w in te r  

to u r ism . I  fu rth e r b e lieve  n o w  is  the tim e to id e n t ify  and  allocate tra il sy ste m s so  

that fu tu re  A la sk a n s w il l  a lw a ys have a p lace to recreate. I  feel th is  i s  im p ortant, a s 

so m e  tra ils  have a lready been lo st  due to p o p u la tio n  g ro w th  w ith o u t any 

fo re th o u g h t g iv e n  to p ro tectin g  these typ e s o f  u se s . ITB  2 3 1  p ro v id e s u s  w ith  the 

to o ls  to better p la n  fo r fu tu re  g row th  and it s  a sso c ia te d  p ro b le m s.



part b_national recreational trails trust fund act 
Summary
Part B establishes a National Recreational Trails Trust Fund, drawn from 

the
excise tax paid on nonhighway recreational fuels, which will provide states 
with
funding for projects promoting safe and environmentally sensitive 
opportunities
for use of recreational trails. A provision of current law allowing a refund of 
nonhighway recreational fuel taxes is repealed.
Discussion
Americans going to and from their places of recreation constitute eight 

percent
of national highway usage.
Access to fishing, hunting, camping, climbing and a number of other forms 

of
recreation is often provided by trails; but such trails can also be the source of 
recreation themselves for hikers, joggers, horseback riders, bicyclists, 
snowmobilers, trail bikers and others. Recognizing this, the President's 
Commission on Americans Outdoors in 1987 recommended the 
establishment of a
dedicated trust fund financed by the fuel use taxes paid on "nonhighway 
recreational fuels", the balance of which would assist the states in providing 
and maintaining recreational trails. This concept is very similar to the 
Aquatic
Resources (Wallop-Breaux) Trust Fund, which dedicates motorboat fuel 
taxes to the
protection and enhancement of fisheries and boating facilities.
Part B follows die Commission's recommendation by establishing a 

National
Recreational Trails Fund. The Fund is created out of "nonhighway 
recreational
fuel taxes," By definition, this revenue source is not derived by any usage of
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highways, and under the "user-fee" concept of highway funding, should 
either be
refunded or dedicated to a program more directly related to the activity 
being
taxed. While the recreational fuel taxes paid by individuals are not 
practically
refundable, the taxes paid by outfitters and guides, snowmobile excursion 
operators, motorcross racing establishments, ski lodge and snow trail 
groomers,
and other commercial fuel users are currently refunded. Part B eliminates the 
existing refund mechanisms for all nonhighway recreational fuel taxes, and 
dedicates this revenue source to a Fund that directly benefits recreation in 
general.
The Fund is distributed to the states, one-half divided equally and one-half 

divided based on a measure of recreational usage. Under this formula, those 
states
which face the greatest recreational demands will receive a proportionately 
greater share of funds to address that demand.
Many states already dedicate taxes and fees on equipment and fuels for 

funding
recreational programs. The availability of federal Trails Fund moneys should 
not
reduce any state's financial commitment in this regard. In fact, after three 
years, states with certain trail-recreation-based revenue sources are required 
to
make a reasonable estimation of such revenues available for recreational 
trail
funding within that state.
The Fund provides assistance to state and local governments, since it is at 

this
level that the goal of "closer-to-home" recreation can be best achieved. 
While
trails on federal lands can be expected to benefit when the impacts of heavy 
usage
are mitigated by the provision of more local trail opportunities, the Fund is 
not
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highways, and under the "user-fee" concept of highway funding, should 
either be
refunded or dedicated to a program more directly related to the activity 
being
taxed. While the recreational fuel taxes paid by individuals are not 
practically
refundable, the taxes paid by outfitters and guides, snowmobile excursion 
operators, motorcross racing establishments, ski lodge and snow trail 
groomers,
and other commercial fuel users are currently refunded. Part B eliminates the 
existing refund mechanisms for all nonhighway recreational fuel taxes, and 
dedicates this revenue source to a Fund that directly benefits recreation in 
general.
The Fund is distributed to the states, one-half divided equally and one-half 

divided based on a measure of recreational usage. Under this formula, those 
states
which face the greatest recreational demands will receive a proportionately 
areater share of funds to address that demand.
Many states already dedicate taxes and fees on equipment and fuels for 

funding
recreational programs. The availability of federal Trails Fund moneys should 
not
reduce any state's financial commitment in this regard. In fact, after three 
years, states with certain trail-recreation-based revenue sources are required 
to
make a reasonable estimation of such revenues available for recreational 
trail
funding within that state.
The Fund provides assistance to state and local governments, since it is at 

this
level that the goal of "closer-to-home" recreation can be best achieved.
W h i l e
trails on federal lands can be expected to benefit when the impacts of heavy 
usage
are mitigated by the provision of more local trail opportunities, the Fund is 
not
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intended as a substitute, or supplement, to appropriations for trail programs 
on
federal lands. To emphasize this, the bill does not authorize the use of Fund 
moneys for trail construction on federal lands, except to the extent that such 
construction furthers a specific objective of a State Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (SCORP).
Section 143(d) lists the authorized uses of Fund moneys. The various 

activities
lettered (A) through (K) have been listed in order of suggested priority. It is 
well recognized among trail users that the need for construction of new trails 
is
often not as immediate as the need for maintenance and repair of the existing 
trails system. Furthermore, education, enforcement and training activities are 
essential to prevent further erosion and damage to existing trails. These 
activities are therefore ranked when allocating Fund moneys.
The Recreational Trails Fund is designed so that, once a decision is made 

concerning a trail, states have access to funds that will improve the 
enjoyment,
safety and environmental soundness of that trail. The Fund itself is not 
intended
to alter public land management policies, dictate when or where a trail is to 
be
built, or what kind of usage should occur on that trail. Rather, it is assumed 
that such decisions have already been made through public policy processes, 
such
as state or local recreation plans. In conformance with this process, states 
should specify trail needs and priorities in statewide park and recreation 
plans
or their supplements prior to commitment of Fund moneys.
In regard to administration and allocation of funds to states, it is recognized 

that institutions and processes for administering recreation and park grants 
already exist, including assistance for trails and trail-related projects. To 
avoid a proliferation of agencies and administrative burdens, the state and 
local
activities benefitting from the Fund should, to the extent practicable, be 
administered in conjunction with the state grant program authorized by the 
Land
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a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t io n  F u n d  A c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  e x is t in g  
a d m in is t r a t io n  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  o r g a n iz a t io n .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  F e d e r a l -  
S t a t e
c o o r d i n a t io n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  e a c h  G o v e r n o r  t o  a p p o i n t  t h e  
e n t it y
c u r r e n t ly  a d m in is t e r in g  t h e  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F u n d  s ta te  
a s s is t a n c e
p r o g r a m  t o  a d m in is t e r  T r a i l s  F u n d  m o n e y s .

T h e  F u n d  is  s t r u c t u r e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a s  m u c h  c o n s e n s u s  b e t w e e n  d iv e r s e  
t r a i l
u s e r s  a s  p o s s ib l e .  I n  o r d e r  t o  r e m a in  e l i g i b l e  f o r  F u n d  m o n e y  a ft e r  t h r e e  
y e a r s ,
a  t r a i l - u s e r  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  a d v is o r y  c o m m it t e e  m u s t  e x is t  w i t h i n  e a c h  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  s ta te . M a n y  s u c h  c o m m it t e e s  a lr e a d y  e x is t  a s  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  
t h e
N a t i o n a l  T r a i l s  S y s t e m  A c t ,  a n d  it  is  n o t  a n t ic ip a t e d  t h a t  d u p l i c a t e  
c o m m it t e e
s t r u c t u r e s  w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s a t is f y  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  r e q u ir e m e n t .  T h e s e  
c o m m it t e e s  s h o u l d  r e f le c t  t h e  d iv e r s it y  o f  t r a il u s e  w i t h i n  e a c h  s ta te .

P r io r it y  is  g i v e n  to  t h o s e  p r o p o s a ls  w h ic h  s a t is f y  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  
r e c r e a t io n a l
d e m a n d ,  i . e .  h i k i n g  a n d  b i c y c l i n g ,  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g  a n d  s k i i n g ,  a l t e r n a t in g  
a n d
t im e - s h a r e d  u s e  p r o p o s a ls ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r i n g  u s e s .  I n  n o  
c a s e ,
h o w e v e r ,  s h o u l d  t h is  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  d iv e r s i f i e d  u s e  o f  t r a ils  r e s u lt  i n  t h e  
p l a c e m e n t  o f  t w o  o r  m o r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  o r  d a n g e r o u s  u s e s  t o g e t h e r  o n  a  t r a i l .

T h e  F u n d  a ls o  e n s u r e s  th a t  s ta te s  s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e r  p r o p o s a ls  w h ic h  
a d d r e s s
d if f e r e n t  t r a il n e e d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m o t o r iz e d  a n d  n o n - m o t o r i z e d  u s e .  A  
" m i n i m u m
r e s e r v a t io n "  f o r  e a c h  f o r m  o f  r e c r e a t io n  a f f o r d s  a l l  t r a il  u s e r s  a n  o p p o r t u n it y  
t o  a d v a n c e  s o u n d  p r o p o s a ls .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a c c e p t a b le  p r o p o s a ls ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h is
r e s e r v a t io n  o f  f u n d s  m a y  b e  d r o p p e d  w it h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  t r a i l - u s e r  
a d v is o r y
c o m m it t e e  i n  th a t  s ta te .



F u r t h e r ,  g i v e n  th a t  s o m e  s m a l le r  states  m a y  la c k  a  w id e  a r r a y  o f  
r e c r e a t io n a l
t r a il  u s e  o p t i o n s ,  s ta te s  w it h  a  t o t a l l a n d  a r e a  o f  le s s  t h a n  3 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  a n d  
t h a t  c o n t r ib u t e  le s s  t h a n  o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t o t a l n o n h i g h w a y  r e c r e a t io n a l  f u e l  
u s e ,
m a y  c h o o s e  t o  b e  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  a n y  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  a  " m i n i m u m  
r e s e r v a t io n "  f o r
e x p e n d it u r e s  r e la t in g  t o  m o t o r iz e d  o r  n o n - m o t o r i z e d  r e c r e a t io n .

P a r t  B  a ls o  e s t a b l is h e s  a  N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t io n a l  T r a i l s  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  
t o
a d v is e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  In t e r io r  o n  F u n d  a d m in is t r a t io n .  I t  is  
a n t ic ip a t e d
t h a t  t r a i l - u s e r  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i l l  r e s u lt  i n  p o l i c e s  t h a t  r e d u c e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
o v e r h e a d ,  p r o m o t e  v o l u n t e e r is m ,  a n d  in c r e a s e  a n d  i m p r o v e  t r a il  e x p e r ie n c e s .  
A s  is
r e q u ir e d  u n d e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e s  A c t ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h o u l d  
s e le c t
c o m m it t e e  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  m o s t  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  o n  t h e  
is s u e s  o f
im p o r t a n c e  to  t r a i l  u s e r s , 

p a r t  c :  i n t e l l i g e n t  v e h ic l e - h ig h w a y  s y s t e m s  

S e c t i o n  1 5 1 .  S h o r t  t it le

S u m m a r y
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M E M O R A N D U M
D epartm ent of N atu ra l Resources

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
Division of P a rk s and Outdoor Recreation

Director’ s Office

TO: Eddie Gxasser 
Rep. Masek staff 

Craig Johnson 
Senator Pearce staff

F U O M : Jim  Stratto 
Director A

d a te : Feb rua ry  6, 19 9 8

TEJ.KPHONE NO: 269-S701 

FAX NO: 269-8907

s u b je c t : snowmobile sales numbers

I  ju s t  received inform ation from the In te rn a tio n a l Snow m obile M a nu fa ctu rers A sso c ia t io n  about 
the num ber o f snow m obile s so ld  in  A la sk a  over the p a st s i x  y e a rs . T h e se  n u m b ers are based on 
the wra rra nty  ca rd s sen t in  after a sa le . T h e re  are more than t h is  num ber o f  sn ow m o b ile s so ld  in  
A la ska  as a ce rta in  segm ent o f the population does not send  th e ir  w arranty card because it  re a lly  
does them  no good (no loca l dealer).

19 9 7  - 7 ,8 5 6  
19 9 6  - 8 ,0 2 1 
19 9 5  - 7 ,740  
19 9 4  - 6 ,820  
19 9 3  - 5,400 
19 9 2  - 3 ,850

T h e se  nu m b ers shou ld  help u s determ ine the potentia l fu nd s available to operate the 
re g istra tio n  program  at D M V  and a t ra ils  program  at P a rk s. T h e  average life  o f  a snow m obile  i s  
7 y e a rs, so  the v a st m ajority o f the se  39 ,6 87  snow m ob ile s are s t i l l  on the t ra il and w ou ld  be 

reg iste red .
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M r . C a rlso n ,

It  has come to my attention that you are in  Juneau  th is week in  o rd er to help w ith the 
in itia lization o f the legislation concerning Point o f  Sale R egistration o f  snow m obiles in  
Alaska.

A s the elected representative o f  thousands o f  snow m obilers statewide, I  would like to 
o ffe r ou r wholehearted support o f th is leg islation and extend to you any and all means 
o f a ssistance at ou r disposal. I t  i s  time that the organized sp o rtsp e rso n s o f  Alaska spoke 
in  u n ison  on a critica l cro ssroa d  o f our recreational choice.

Any inform ation that we can provide that has bearing on th is sub ject w ill be made 
readily available to you rse lf o r  any other interested persons upon request. The  
Anchorage Snowmobile C lub  can be reached at (907) 566-0272. The  Alaska State 
Snowm obile Association can be reached at (907) 566-0212.

K ev in  E . H ite 
kevin_h ite@ fm c.com

mailto:kevin_hite@fmc.com
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FAX
T o :  T e d  C a r ls o n

O f :  M u n i c ip a l  L e a g u e

P a g e s :  3 , in c lu d in g  th is  c o v e r  sheet.

D a t e :  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,1 9 9 8

T h e  f o l l o w in g  a re  t h e  s u p p o r te rs  th u s  fa r  o f  th e  s ta te w id e  tra il s y s te m . T h e y  k n o w  i n  o r d e r  t o  

a c c o m p l i s h  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  a s ta te w id e  tra il s y s te m  th a t P o in t  o f  s a le  le g is la t io n  is  t h e  c r i t i c a l  

fu n d in g  c o m p o n e n t  fo r  s u c c e s s .  A s  th e  fu tu re  u n fo ld s ,  it  a lso  m a y  b e c o m e  n c c c e s s a r y  to  

im p le m e n t  a  u s e r  p a y  s y s te m  as w e ll,  A l l  o th e r  s n o w b e lt  9tates w i th  o rg a n iz e d  s n o w m o b i l e  t ra i l  

s y s te m s  h a v e  im p le m e n te d  b o th .  A la s k a  is  the  la s t  s ta te  th a t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  m a n d a to r y  p o in t  o f  

sa le  r e g is t ra t io n  f o r  re cre a tio n a l v e h ic le s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s n o w m o b ile s .  W i t h o u t  a c c u r a t e  r e g is t r a t io n  

o r  r e c o r d e d  s n o w m o b i le  sa le s  n u m b e rs  A la s k a  lo s e s  o u t  o n  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  d o l la r s  

e v e r y  y e a r  in  fe d e ra l  fu n d s  f o r  tra il d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  m a in te n a n ce .  W e  d o  k n o w  th e r e  w e r e  1 5 8 1 7  

n e w  s n o w m o b i le s  s o ld  ju s t  i n  th e  la s t tw o  w in te rs  a n d  y e t  th e  m o s t  a c cu r a te  d a ta  th e  D e p t .  O f  

M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  c a n  s u p p ly  is  th a t th e re  are a p p ro x im a te ly  o n ly  1 1 0 0 0  re g is te re d  m a c h in e s  i n  t h e  

sta te. T h i s  is  a g g re g a te  o v e r  th e  c o u r s e  o f  t im e  s in c e  re g is tra t io n  is  s t r i c t l y  v o lu n ta r y  a l th o u g h  

sta te  la w  re q u ire s  reg is tra tio n . P o in t  o f  S a le  re g is tra t io n  is  th e  o n ly  s o lu t io n  to  th is  m o u n t in g  

p r o b le m . A l s o ,  p o in t  o f  sa le  m a y  h e lp  to  a lle v ia te  a n o th e r  s e r io u s  p r o b le m  o f  s n o w m o b i l e  t h e f t  

w h i c h  is  r u n n in g  ra m p a n t a c ro s s  A la sk a . T h i s  le g is la t io n  is  a  s tr o n g  d e te re n t  a n d  p r o t e c t s  d e a le r s  

f r o m  s e r v i c in g  a n d  s e l l in g  u s e d  s to le n  s n o w m o b ile s .  T h e  m o s t  a c c u r a te  e s tim a te  c o m e s  f r o m  
A la s k a  S ta te  Paries in d ica t in g  th e re  m a y b e  as m a n y  as 7 0 ,0 0 0  u n re g is te re d  s n o w m o b i le s  in  

A la s k a .  T h e  f o l lo w in g  is  a p a r tia l l is t  o f  su p p o rte rs  a n d  d o e s  n o t  r e f le c t  th e  g r o w in g  l i s t  o f  
s u p p o r t  f r o m  p r iv a te  e n te rp r is e  th ro u g h  o u t  the state.

A la s k a  S n o w m o b i l e  R e p re se n ta t iv e s  A l l ia n c e  ( A S R A )

A la s k a  S ta te  S n o w m o b i le  A s s o c ia t io n  ( A S S A )

A n c h o r a g e  S n o w m o b i le  C l u b  ( A S C )

A n c h o r a g e  E c o n o m i c  D e v e lo p m e n t  C o rp o ra t io n  ( A E D C )

M a y o r  R i c l c  M y s t r o m ,  M u n i c ip a l i t y  o f  A n ch o r a g e  

M a y o r  S a r a h  P a lin , C i t y  o f  W a s iO a  

S ta te  o f  A la s k a ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a rk s  a n d  O u td o o r  R e c r e a t io n  

In te rn a tio n a l S n o w m o b i le  M a n u fa c tu r e s  A s s o c ia t io n  ( I S M A )

B o m b a r d ie r  M o t o r  C o r p o r a t io n  ( In c lu d e s  16 s ta te w id e  d e a le rs )
P o la r is  In d u s tr ie s  I n c .  ( In c lu d e s  6 2  s ta te w id e  d e a le rs )

Y a m a h a  M o t o r  C o r p o r a t io n  ( In c lu d e s  23 s ta te w id e  d e a le rs )

A r t i e  R e c r r  -.tional D is t r ib u to r s  In c .  ( In c lu d e s  4 0  s ta te w id e  d e a le rs )

I r o n  D o g  G  j l d  R u s h  C la s s i c  

M u ld o o n  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l  

E a g le  R i v e r  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l
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E a g le  R i v e r  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

W a s i l la  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

B i g  L a k e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

A n c h o r a g e  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  V is i to r s  B u r e a u  ( A C V B )

A la s k a  V is i t o r s  A s s o c ia t io n  ( A V A )

G o v e r n o r  T o n y  K n o w le s ,  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  

A n c h o r a g e  T r a i l s  a n d  G re e n w a y s  C o a l i t io n  ( A T C G )

Alyeska Resort
A n c h o r a g e  H i l t o n  H o t e l

R e g a l  A la s k a n  H o t e l

C h i l k o o t  C h a r l ie s

D a y s  I n n  A n c h o r a g e

K l o n d i k e  M ik e s  A d v e n tu r e s

A la s k a  S a le s  a n d  S e r v i c e
A n c h o r a g e  H o te l/ R u m ru n n e r s  B a r  &  C h i l l

B o v e y  T r o p h ie s

A la s k a  R e g io n a l  H o s p ita l

E & A  E n te r p r i s e s

G o ld e n  N o r t h  V a n  L in e s

G r i z z l e v ’s  I n c .

L i n f o r d  o f  A la s k a  

A l m o s t  H o m e  A c c o m o d a t io n s  

A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s  

B e s t  W e s te r n  B a rra t t  In n  

C o m f o r t  I n n

F o o d  S e r v i c e s  o f  A m e r i c a  

H o l la n d  A m e r i c a  

M A C t e l  I n c  

M a t - S u  R e s o r t  

S h e r a to n  A n c h o r a g e  H o te l  

W i n d y  C r e e k  

N a t io n a l  B a n k  o f  A la s k a  

S h ip  C r e e k  H o t e l  

T h e  R u s t y  H a r p o o n  

P IP  P r in t in g

T h r i f t y  C a r  R e n ta l  o f  A la s k a  

W e s tm a r k  A n c h o r a g e  H o te l  

M a t - S u  M o t o r  M u s h e r s  

C a r ib o u  H i l l s  C a b in  H o p p e r s  

A la s k a  M o t o r  M u s h e r s

T e d ,  i f  y o u  n e e d  a n y th in g  fu r th e r  p le a s e  d o  n o t  h e s ita te  to  c a l l .  W h i l e  in  Ju n ea u  s e e  i f  y o u  c a n  f in d  

o u t  w h e r e  th e  re g is tra t io n  m o n e y  o v e r  th e  yea rs  h a s  g o n e  a n d  w h y  m o to r iz e d  r e c r e a t io n a l u s e r s  

h a v e  n e v e r  r e c i e v e d  a n y  b e n e fits  f r o m  a ll d ie  fu e l  ta x es  th e y  h a v e  p a id .

T h a n k s ,

T i m



February 27, 1998

Representative Beverly Masek 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Masek

The Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber of Commerce supports HB 231, Point of Sale 
Snowmobile Registration. The Chamber wants to see this recreational industry 
developed with appropriate planning, public safety and regulation. We support 
user fees and matching grants as the means to do this. Point of Sale Registration 
is absolutely necessary in order to accomplish this goal.

If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at 694-4200 or the Chamber 
at 694-4702.

Sincerely,

Al Romaszewski
Snowmobile Task Force Committee Chair 
Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors



A L A S K A  O U T D $ b R  C O U N C I L
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J u n e a u ,  A K .  9 9 8 0 1  

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 3 - 3 8 3 0

F e b .  1 ,1 9 9 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o e  G r e e n ,  C h a i r  

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A k .  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r e e n :

T h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  a n d  i t s  m e m b e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  S B  231  a n d  

w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  m o v i n g  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s la t i o n  t h i s  s e s s i o n .

F I B  2 3 1  " A n  a c t  r e la t in g  t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  s n o w m o b i l e s "  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  o u r  

l e g i s l a t i v e  w o r k s h o p  h e l d  i n  A n c h o r a g e  t h i s  p a s t  N o v e m b e r .  A t  t h a t  t im e ,  t h e  m a n y  

d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  a r o u n d  A l a s k a  v o t e d  u n a m i n o u s l y  t o  e n d o r s e  t h i s  l e g i s la t i o n .  A s  y o u  

m a y  b e  a w a r e ,  t h e  A O C  is  a n  u m b r e l l a  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  o u t d o o r  u s e r  g r o u p s  c o v e r i n g  a  

b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  o f  u s e s .

C u r r e n t l y  t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  s n o w m o b i l e  c l u b s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  A O C  a n d  t h i s  is  t h e i r  

n u m b e r  o n e  p r i o r i t y .  A l s o ,  t r a i ls  a n d  a c c e s s  is  o n e  o f  t h e  A O C ' s  p r i m a r y  a r e a s  o f  

c o n c e r n .  W e  w o u l d  l ik e  to  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  p a s t  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  i s s u e s  a n d  h o p e  y o u  

w i l l  o n c e  a g a in  g i v e  u s  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  o n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s la t i o n .  I f  t h e r e  is  

s o m e t h i n g  f u r t h e r  w e  c a n  d o  t o  a s s i s t  y o u  in  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  u s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R o d  A r n o  

P r e s i d e n t

T h e O ffic ia l State A ffilia te  o f the N atio n a l R ifle  A sso cia tio n



P.O . B ox  243664 • A n c h o ra g e ,  AK  99524*3664 • (907) 256-3700

F e b r u a r y  2 6 .  1 9 9 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e v e r ly  M a s e k
S t a le  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M a s e k ,

I  a m  w r it in g  t o  y o u  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  2 3 1  p o in t  o f  s a le  r e g is t r a t io n  for  
s n o w m o b i le s .  T h i s  b i l l  is  th e  a n t ic ip a t e d  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n is m  to  p r o v id e  s a fe , 
m a r k e d ,  g r o o m e d  s n o w m o b i le  tr a ils  fo r  A la s k a n  r e c r e a t io n a l us e r s . A s  P r e s id e n t  
o f  A . S . R .  A .  1  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  m a jo r it y  o f  s n o w m o b i le  users  i n  A la s k a  a r e  in  
f a v o r  o f  t l i ;  i l l .  T o  d a t e  w e  h a v e  w o r k e d  w it h  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S n o w m o b i l e  C l u b ,  
T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  S n o w m o b i l e  A s s o c ia t io n ,  T h e  M a y o i ’ s o f  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  
W a s ih a ,  th e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  o f  E a g l e  R iv e r ,  W a s i l l a  a n d  S e w a r d , t h e  S ta te  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P ar ies  a n d  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t io n ,  a n d  o t h e r  k e y  g r o u p s  o n  th is  is s u e . 
W e  a r e  t r u s t in g  that o u r  le g is la t o r s  w i l l  l is t e n  to  a n d  r e a c t  to  t h e  w is h e s  o f  th e  
s n o w m o b i le r s  i n  A la s k a .

1  w o u l d  b e  p le a s e d  to  d is c u s s  t h is  im p o r t a n t  b i l l  Fu rth e r  at y o u r  c o n v e n ie n c e .

S in c e r e ly ,

M a x  J .  L o w e  
P r e s id e n t ,  A . S . R . A .



Feb 18. i9?8

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  B e v e r ly  M a s e k  

U c i r  B e v e r ly ,

[ would like to rai.c tfcij opportunity to su p p o rt [ IB 23 . sucwraob J : registration. We further u-ould lits to 
seethe revcnucr collected put roto ao account :o be dedicated to  itrtprcving trails, educatica and access for 
snowmobiles.

A s  a d e a le r , t in s  w i l l  pu t a n  a d d it io n a l -.vfirlc load o c  u s , h o w e v e r  w e  fe e l s t r o n g ly  t lta l th is  is a i:ep in  th e  

n ^ h t d i r c t d o c  t c  h e lp  c c o a o l  t h s t l  p ro v id e  fo r tie tter c ra c k in g  o f  m a c h in e s  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  p ro v id e  fu n d s  

f «  t fp p r o v c n c jH  o f  the s p o r t

T t z a V . y o u  fo r  y o u r  s u p p in t  o r th is  b i l l

Sincerely,

Bdi O ’Hara 
BiB* Car House 
Bi'a Lake, AK



February 1 1, 199$

Representative Beverly Masek 
Alaska State Capito!
Juneau, A K 9 9 S0 1

R E : House Bill 231

Dear Representative Thcrriault,

I am writing in support o f  point o f  sale registration for snowmobiles. A s a major area lender, I 
find that my customers do not have the necessary time to spend in a Department o f M otor 

Veh icle s tine to register their snowmachines.

Registration wall deter thefts and assist in the recovery o f  stolen machines by providing easily 
visible registration numbers. I t  w ill also identity1 snowm achincrs’ economic impact and their 
contribution to the gas tax. T ra il development should follow with an appropriate allocation o f 
those tax dollars Registration has been n law For nearly thirty years and registration (user) fees 
should be utilized for the user group they are extracted from. I  would appreciate your support 
from both a business and personal perspective, as I  am also an avid snowmachine user.

Sincerely,

Brent LeValley 
Assistant V ice President

M A I N  B R A N C H

P.O. BOX 7*1563 
119 N. CUSHMAN 
FAIRBANKS. AK 9970V 
1307! 456-1400
F A X  (907 ) 4S3 -4240

G O L D E N  H E A R T  B R A N C H

P.O BOX 74568 
19S9 AIRPORT W A Y 
FAIRBANKS, AK 59707 
(9071 452-4260 
FAX (907) 499.4270

TOK BRANCH
P.O. BOX 57S
MILE 1314 ALASKA H W Y

TOK, AK 99780
(9071 383-2265
FAX (9 0 7> ft& 3 .7.263



F a i r b a n k s  A r e a  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F a r i a s  C i t i z e n  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d

T O O  A irp o r t  W ay Fa irb a n k s , A laxfca  9 S W 0 4 6 1 3  (9 0 7 ) 451-2695

February 12 ,19 5 8

Representative Gene Therriault 
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 5 1 1  
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Representative Therriault,

The Fairbanks Area State Parks Citizens Advisory Board fu lly  supports House B ill 231, the point 
o f  sale snowmobile registration legislation. The bill w ill streamline the registration process for 
snowmobiling and may eventually provide better trails for a variety o f  trail users.

Trail use i s  an important concern o f  the Citizen Advisory Board. The trail systems within our 
park units and our community need to be improved to belter serve the recreating public. More 
and better trails lead to more trail use. More trail use contributes to healthier communities — 
physically, menially, economically, and environmentally.

W e applaud your efforts to p rov ide po in t o f sa ls registration and m ail-ou t renewals.
Additionally, House B ill 231 w ill give public land managers and local government a means to 
better quantify the numbers o f  snowmobilers, which should result in improved trail program 
development. We would like to see any additional funds collected through this legislation be 
applied to develop and manage a sharcd-use trail program.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jack L. Jefferies 
Chair

cc: Representative Beverly Masek



& R e c r e a t i o n a l  A c c e ^  f o r  A l a s k a  
C i t i z e n s  A d v i s o r y  B o a rd

j r e

M em b ers
HELEN NENHUESER, CHAIR 
Anchorage 277-9330

MTTZ1 BARKER 
Eagle R iver 343-4381

C H IP D E N N K R L H N  

Anchorage 277-6722

KATHERINE ENINQOWUK 
Ncmc 443-4336

LANEFLBSCHER 
A nchorage 274-2453

AUSTIN HELMERS 
Pnhner 376-2050

E .J .H ILK ER
J u e jw d  7 8 9 - 6 1 7 2

KIRKHOESSLE 
Girdwood 783-2928

ROSE ISAAC
Tok 883-5181

PETER E. RICE 
K etch ikan 225-3383

GINNYHW OOD 
Fairbanks 479-2754

LEE JOHNSON 
Fairbanks 452-2897

J IM  V O R D ER STR A SSE  
Barrow 852-52 LI

SUE SHERMAN 
G lcnsEco 822-3476

E X -O FF IC IO  M EM BERS 
AM STRATTON, ADNR 
Anchorage 269-8703

TOM BRIGHAM, ADCHVLPF 
Juneau 465-6978

Department «f Natural Rttoorra 
Divulge of Plata A O c 'Aoct K«re*ucn 
3061 C  Street, Suite 1200 
Aocbcraje, A K  99503-5921

F A X  T R A N S M IT T A L

Department orTrauportatlnn 4e FuMIc JudlJtlr* 
Diviskn of Statewide Pluming 
3132 Oieanel Drive, R o o m  200 
3ur.eau.AK 9SS01-7S98

M a rch  3, 1998

TO: Representative Beverly Masek 

F A X : 4 6 5 - i & &  4  Q Z ' Z - '

P A G E S : 2

F R O M : Odin Bradie, D O T& P F  T R A A K  Board Staff 
P H O N E : 465-8769 
F A X : 465-6984

1  am transmitting Resolution No. 98-4 on behalf o f the Trails and 
Recreational Access for Alaska - TRAAK Citizens Advisory Board, 
who passed the resolution at a meeting in juneau on February 20 & 2 1. 
TRA A K brings together the state agencies that deal with recreation in 
order to make the best possible use of the limited resources available 
for community and recreational access improvemeuts. The TRAAK 
Citizens Advisory Board advises the Departments of Transportation & 
Public Facilities and Natural Resources on matters relating to TRAAK. 
Please do not hesitate to give me a call if you have any questions about 
the TR A A K  program or this resolution.

S t u f f
ODIN BRUDIE, ADOT&PF 
JaDesu 465-8760



T R A A K  C i t i z e n s  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d

RESOLUTION 9 8 - 4  
In Support of Snowmobile Point of Sale Registration Legislation, HB 23 1

At a meeting o f the Trails and Recreational Access for Alaska (TRAAK) Citizens Advisory Board 
held on the 20th and 21st o f ’February, 1998 in Juneau, the following resolution was duly adopted:

W H EREA S, the Governor o f the State o f Alaska has appointed the TR A A K  Citizens 
Advisory Board to review state policy regarding trails and recreational access;

W H EREA S, snowmobiles arc recognized as an important form of transportation as well as 
Important for recreation;

W H EREA S, snowmobile theft is  a problem in many areas;

W H EREA S, Alaska is in need of a snowmobile safety and education program throughout the
state;

W H EREA S, there is  a continuing need for trail staking and trail shelters in rural and bush 
areas;

W H EREAS, federal grant money is available for construction and maintenance o f both 
motorized and non-moiorized trails and trail facilities based on the number of registered off-road 
vehicles, including snowmobiles, in a state;

W H EREAS, legislation currently being considered by the Alaska State Legislature can 
provide the means for securing funding to provide for these needs; and

W H EREAS, due to the inefficiency of the current registration program, a large percent of 
snowmobiles in Alaska are not registered, resulting in a significant lo ss o f federal grant funds to 
meet safety and trail needs;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED:

1 . That the TRA^ fC Citizens Advisory Board supports HB 231 legislation requiring point of sale 
registration o f snowmobiles; and

2. That this resolution be distributed to Governor Tony Knowles, Senator Drue Pearce, and 
Representative Beverly Masek.

Adopted on the 21st. day of February, 1998

Peter Rice. Acting Chairperson



February 1J, 199S

Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau A K  99801

Dear Representative Therriault, Chair, House Finance Committee

I  would like you to know that I  fully support HB 231 and that many of the snowmobilers I  
meet, with across the state fully support it. I  currently represent trail users as a member of 
the following organizations. Alaska State Parks Citizens Advisory Board. Fairbanks 
Snow Travelers Inc., Fairbanks North Star Borough Tra ils Advisory Commission, past 
member o f the Governors T R A A K  CAB and I  am currently working on two winter trail 
projects for Alaska State Parks. For the past ten years I  have studied the winter trail 
programs of many snowbelt states and focused this attention on what parts of their 
programs were successfu l and what programs were le ss successful. Th is research has 
taught me several things but one o f the most important i s  that all successful snowmobile 
programs started with registration fees and gas tax funds being spent on the people that 
pay them. HB 231 is  a great start for Alaska and I  hope we can see past the usual 
complaints and view the long range potential for this the first step in statewide 
snowmobile trail program development.

What follows are a few thoughts on the positive attributes o f HB 2 3 1. The current statute 
does not provide for the same conveniences o f initial registration and renewal that 
currently apply to my snowmobile trailer. Th is new statute w ill keep me from taking lime 
off work to wait in lines at D M V and that will make me very happy.

A s for tire registration fee, I  think the current level of S5.00 is  more then adequate to fund 
the fiscal note associated with point of sale requirements. I f  however, funds are left over 
after processing I  would encourage the legislature to make those funds available to an 
agency for snowmobile trail programming. A s a matter o f fact most snowmobilers I 
know would gladly pay $40.00 every two years just to have groomed trails with good 
signing. Any funding in support o f snowmobding w ill help preserve existing access and 
promote additional access which according to the recent SCORP survey is  exactly what 
snowmobilers wanted.

Point o f sale registration w ill also help ail interested parties quantify the numbers o f 
snowmobiles used statewide which in turn enhances our understanding of the extent of 
snowmobilings social and economic impacts. A lso, by quantifying the number of 
snowmobiles we begin to address the formula for determining snowmobilings gas tax 
contribution. To determine the value of this tax account two Issues require defining.
These are the number o f  snowmobiles that gas i s  being bought for and the number of 
gulJons being bought. For our immediate purpose current registration stands at 
approximately 13,000. Snownnobile sales figures for the 1995-1996 and 1996-1997 
seasons are 15,700 unit soid and data is probably available for die dirce seasons prior to



that. In other words data is available to show that approximately 35,000 snowmobiles 
were sold in this stale over the past five seasons and I ’ m confident this is  conservative.

The second question is how much fuel are snowmobilers using. Over the years states 
publish information on user characteristics and I'v e  noticed that east and west coast riders 
each travel about 1100 miles per year. I  have clone some informal surveys and found that 
Alaskans also ride on the average 1 100 mile per year. The average gas mileage on 
today’ s machines is  probably 1 1  mpg. T h is shows that the average Alaskan stiowmobiler 
purchases 100 gallons o f gas per season o f which S8.00 goes for a tax. I f  35,000 
snowmobilers are contributing S8.00 each then the general fund receives S280.000 each 
year from this user group. The boater and aircraft owners are being taxed sim ilarly but I  
am not aware i f  they are benefiting from the tax. Let me know if  you need some actual 
figures from other states or I  can at least supply you with contact in other states to verify 
their program procedures. T h is tax should be used to develop a snowmobile program that 
maintains trails and promotes snowmobile safety education and conservation awareness.

In addition to removing the hassle o f waiting in line and the benefits of quantifying the 
social and economic impacts o f snowmobiling this legislation will also act as a theft 
deterrent. Right now no method o f tracking a machine exists and HB 231 will require 
notification of transfer o f ownership which w ill keep the Department o f Public Safety's 
records updated with current owner names.

Th is is  important legislation to the future o f snowmobiling and I respectfully request 
your committees support in assuring that the future remains a bright one. I f  you are 
interested in lighting the way with a 280,(MX) candle power headlight I  am confident you 
would gamer considerable interest and support from the paying customers. The gas tax is 
an entirely different issue but no better time then the present to be proactive toward 
snowmobiling.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Scott Heidom 
PO Box 757380 
Fairbanks AK99775-73S0 
474-555S

cc Representative Beverly Masek
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D A T E : April 28, 1998

T O : Legislative Legal

F R O M : Lydia A . Jo n e ^ V l
Senate Transport^ion Committee

R E : Senate Transportation Committee Substitute to C SH B  239 (Fin)

Please prepare a Senate Transportation Committee Substitute to C SH B  239 (FIN) in final 

form as fo llow s:

Page 2, line s 5-6:
Delete in the aggregate, on the transactions”

Insert “ in the aggregate”

Thank you.
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PETRO MARINE SERVICES
P«lrol»um Morkeling to the Morine Induiliy

February 24 ,19 9 8

The Honorable Gary L. Davis 
Alaska Slate Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, A K  99811

Re: House B ill No. 239

On behalf o f  Petro Marine Services, I want to thank you for taking the initiative in sponsoring House 
B ill No. 239, Petro Marine Services is  strongly supportive o f this legislation. T h is bill would allow 
fuel dealers to receive a nonrefundable credit for fuel taxes paid to the state on fuel sold on credit, but 
ultimately not paid by purchasers who subsequently declare bankruptcy or render their debt worthless.

Alaska's motor fuel tax is  an excise  tax designed ultimately to be paid by the consumer or user o f the 
fuel. For administrative reasons, state law requires the tax to be collected and paid by the motor fuel 
dealer at the time the fuel is sold or transferred. This transaction usually occurs at the wholesale level 
with businesses that subsequently resell the fuel to the consumer or user o f the fuel.

In commercial transactions o f this nature, it is customary and typical to extend reasonable credit terms 
which may result in a deferral or delay in the collection of both the debt and the motor fuel tax by the 
dealer. In some cases, the debt may become wholly or partially worthless because o f a bankruptcy 
filing or other reasons.

House B ill No. 239 would allow motor fuel dealers in these cases to receive a nonrefundable credit in 
an amount equal to the tax previously remitted to the state. The credit would be applied against 
subsequent tax liabilities only, and could only be taken for sales with a total tax liability o f S500 or 
more. Please note thut a conforming amendment is  needed to clarify that the proposed floor o f $500 
should apply to one or more transactions in the aggregate per business entity.

T h is legislation specifies that dealers may only apply for a bad debt credit by filing written proof o f the 
bankruptcy petition, or following reporting the debt as worthless or partially worthless on the dealer’s  
federal income tax return. It is our understanding that many states and local governments similarly 
authorize credits or deductions for taxes paid on accounts that are later found to be worthless.

P.O. Box 389 • S»*i»<l, Mush 99664 Phons (90/) 224-3190 • fox (907) 224.393/

HARBOR ENTERPRISES COMPANY
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A s a major petroleum distributor in Alaska, Petro Marine Services believes House B ill No. 239 
proposes an adjustment to current law which is  more fair and equitable to all parties. Thank you for 
this opportunity to comment. I f  there are any questions, please contact Mark Hickey who represents us 

in Juneau. He can be reached at 586-2263.

Sincerely,

Dale R. Lindsey, President &  CEO 
HARBOR EN TERPRISES, INC.

PETRO M A RINE SERVICES

PetrcUom Modeling to lh» Mofirve Indutl'y
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ( g a r y  I ) a v i s

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
Comm ittee Substitu te for House Bill 239(Fin)

“An Act rela ting to the liability of m otor fuel dealers fo r paym ent o f tax  
imposed on certa in  c red it transactions involving m oto r fuel sales o r tran sfe rs  
th a t become worthless deb t o r on sales o r tran sfers to persons who declare 

bank rup tcy ; and  providing for an  effective d a te”

T h e  A l a s k a  m o t o r  f u e l  ta x  is  a n  e x c i s e  ta x  d e s ig n e d  to  b e  p a id  u l t im a t e l y  b y  th e  c o n s u m e r  

o r  u s e r  o f  t h e  fu e l .  F o r  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  r e a s o n s ,  s ta te  la w  r e q u i r e s  t h e  ta x  to  b e  c o l l e c t e d  

a n d  p a id  b y  th e  m o t o r  f u e l  w h o l e s a l e r  at th e  t im e  th e  f u e l  is  s o ld  o r  t r a n s fe r r e d .  A s  a  

p r a c t i c a l  m a tte r ,  th is  t r a n s a c t io n  o f t e n  o c c u r s  a t th e  w h o l e s a l e  l e v e l  w i t h  b u s in e s s e s  th a t  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e s e l l  th e  f u e l  to  th e  c o n s u m e r  o r  u s e r  o f  th e  fu e l .

I n  c o m m e r c i a l  t r a n s a c t io n s  o f  th is  n a tu re ,  it  is  c u s t o m a r y  a n d  t y p i c a l  to  e x t e n d  r e a s o n a b le  

c r e d i t  t e r m s  th a t  m a y  r e s u l t  in  a  d e f e r r a l  o r  d e la y  in  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b o th  t h e  d e b t  a n d  t h e  

m o t o r  f u e l  tax  b y  th e  d e a le r .  I n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  th e  d e b t  m a y  b e c o m e  w h o l l y  o r  p a r t ia l l y  

w o r t h l e s s  b e c a u s e  o f  a  b a n k r u p t c y  f i l i n g  o r  o th e r  s im i la r  r e a s o n s .

H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 9  a l l o w s  m o t o r  f u e l  d e a le r s  in  th e s e  c a s e s  to  r e c e i v e  a  n o n r e f u n d a b l e  c r e d i t  

in  a n  a m o u n t  e q u a l  to  th e  ta x  p r e v i o u s l y  r e m it te d  to  th e  s ta te .  T h e  c r e d i t  w o u l d  b e  

a p p l i e d  a g a in s t  s u b s e q u e n t  ta x  l ia b i l i t i e s  o n ly ,  a n d  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  t a k e n  f o r  s a le s  w i t h  a  

to ta l  ta x  l ia b i l i t y  o f  $ 5 0 0  o r  m o r e .

T h e  la n g u a g e  s p e c i f i e s  th a t  d e a le r s  m a y  o n ly  a p p ly  f o r  a b a d  d e b t  c r e d i t  b y  f i l i n g  w r i t t e n  

p r o o f  o f  th e  b a n k r u p t c y  p e t i t i o n ,  o r  a f t e r  r e p o r t in g  th e  d e b t  a s  w o r t h l e s s  o r  p a r t ia l l y  

w o r t h l e s s  o n  th e  d e a le r ’ s  f e d e r a l  i n c o m e  tax  re tu rn .

M a n y  s ta te s  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a u th o r iz e  c r e d i t s  o r  d e d u c t i o n s  f o r  ta x e s  p a id  o n  

a c c o u n t s  th a t  a re  la te r  f o u n d  to  b e  w o r th le s s .  I t  is  a ls o  t y p i c a l  to  r e q u i r e  th e  ta x  b e  r e p a id  

i f  th e  a c c o u n t  o r  d e b t  is  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e c o v e r e d .  H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 9  i n c l u d e s  a  p r o v i s i o n  

r e q u i r in g  r e p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  ta x  i f  t h e  a c c o u n t  o r  d e b t  is  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e p a id ,  w i t h  p a r t ia l  

p a y m e n t s  to  b e  h a n d le d  o n  a p r o p o r t io n a l  o r  p r o  ra ta  b a s is .

HB239/SS/1/20/98
' R e p r e s e n t i n g  M o u s e  D i s t r i c t  S  

C o o p e r  L a n d i n g ,  f u n n y  ' R i v e r ,  ‘M o p e ,  . V o o s e  T a s s ,  S e w a r d ,  S t e r C i n g ,  S o C c C o t n a
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SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 

Committee Substitu te fo r House Bill 239 (Fin)

“ A n  A c t  r e la t in g  t o  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  o f  m o t o r  f u e l  d e a le r s  f o r  p a y m e n t  o f  t a x  im p o s e d  o n  
c e r t a in  c r e d it  t r a n s a c t io n s  i n v o l v i n g  m o t o r  f u e l  s a le s  o r  t r a n s f e r s  t h a t  b e c o m e  

w o r t h le s s  d e b t  o r  o n  s a le s  o r  t r a n s f e r s  t o  p e r s o n s  w h o  d e c la r e  b a n k r u p t c y ;  a n d  
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t iv e  d a t e ”

Section 1 : Adds the follow ing new section to A S  43.40, Motor Fuel Tax:

43.40.025(a) states when the dealer w ill be able to determine i f  a debt is  wholly or 
partially worthless. A S 43.40.025(a)(1) and (2) are trigger mechanism s that 

determine the value o f a debt owed to the fuel dealer.

43.40.025(b) explains the entitlement o f credit on a worthless or partially worthless 

debt and the lim itations for qualification.

43.40.025(c) explains that the fuel may not claim a refund but may use the 
entitlement as a credit toward future motor fuel tax debts. Sections 2 (c)(1) and (2) 
state when the dealer may take the tax credit, and the procedures required before 

claim ing the credit.

43.40.025(d) states that when a partially or wholly worthless debt that is  collected at 
a later date, the dealer shall return payment to the Department o f Revenue for all 

credit received.

43.25.40(e) requires a five-year period o f time between requesting a credit for a 
partially or wholly w orthless debt originating from the same person.

4 3 .4 0 .0 2 5 (0  d is a llo w s  the  c o l l e c t io n  o f  a c r e d it  i f  the  fu e l d e a le r  k n o w s  tha t a 

p e rso n  to  w h o m  the  fu e l w a s  s o ld  has b e co m e  a d e b to r  u n d e r  11

43.40.025(g) defines “ credit transaction.”

'Representing J-fouse D istrict S 
Cooper Landing, f u n n y  'River, 'Mope, Moose 'Pass, Seward, SterCing, SofcCotna

R ep re scn ta tiv c_G a ry _D av is@ lcg is . s ta te , ak. us



Section 3: 

Section 4:

Section 2: (a) states that this act applies to sales or transfers o f motor fuel sale or transfers 
under A S  43.40.010-43.40.100. Section 3(b) states that the filin g  with the 
Internal Revenue Service as a deduction o f income for applicability must be filed 

on or aftei the effective date of this legislation.

repeals this legislation on Ju ly  1, 2003

provides the effective date o f the legislation.

CSHB239/SA/.V9/98
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I n c o m e  a n d  Excise Audit Division

M otor Fuel Tax' Credit: Tax Not Pd by U ser 

HB 239

February 2 3 ,19 9 8  

Page 2 o f  3

B I L L  A N A L Y S I S

S e ctio n  1  states legislative find ings that motor fuel dealers should not burdened with a motor 

fuel tax remittance obligation i f  the tax liability on a transaction is  significant and the underlying 

debt becomes worthless or the person to whom motor fuel had been so ld  or transferred becomes 

a debtor under federal bankruptcy law s; the tax liability and payment responsib ility should 

remain with the person.

Se ctio n  2 amends motor fuel statutes by adding a new section that entitles motor fuel dealers to a 

bad debt credit against their motor fuel tax liability when the dealer se l ls  or transfers motor fuel 

to a person on credit and i f  that person ( 1)  has become a debtor under federal bankruptcy law s 

( 1 1  U .S .C .)  or (2) ceased paying their debt and the dealer treats the person's debt as a w orthless 

debt under the Internal Revenue Code (26 U .S .C . 166). Dealers would be entitled to a credit i f  a 

sa le or transfer results in a tax liability o f  S500 or more.

The  dealer may not claim a refund for the amount o f  credit but may claim  the credit against 

m otor fuel taxes payable. Dealers would be required to provide documentation substantiating 

bankruptcy or worthless debt. If , as to a credit transaction for which a credit was claimed, a 

person subsequently makes payment o f  all or part o f  the debt, the dealer would be required to 

rem it all or pan o f the tax.

D ealers would not be allowed a credit i f  the dealer, within the 3-year period before making a 

cla im  above, previously reported that a credit transaction debt o f  the purchaser or transferee i s  a 

w o rth le ss debt. Credits would not apply to dealers who se ll or transfer fuel after the dealer 

know s that the purchaser or transferee is  a debtor under federal bankruptcy laws or treats a 

previous credit transaction as a w orthless debt under the Internal Revenue Code.

S e c t io n  3 provides that th is b ill would apply to sa ies or transfers o f  motor fuel that are made after 

the effective date o f the b ill.

Section 4 provides for a July 1, 1997 effective date.

HB7.39.DOC
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I n c o m e  a n d  Excise A u dit Division

M o to r  Fuel Tax Credit: Tax Not Pd by U se r 

H B 239

February 23 , 1998 

Page 3 o f  3

O P E R A T I N G  E X P E N D I T U R E S

Department o f  Revenue does not anticipate additional co sts for administering the provisions o f  

th is b ill.

R E V E N U E

It i s  not feasible to estimate the revenue lo s s  from  the tax credit allowed under th is b ill because 

bad debt motor fuel sales data is  not available. U sing  F Y  1997 motor fuel sa les data adjusted for 

the e ffects o f  HB 63 (enacted last se ssio n )  and assum ing that . 1%  o f  taxable gallons qualify for 

the bad debt credit under this b ill, the state w ould lose approximately S44.300 in motor fuel tax 

revenue.

HB239.DOC
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(1) th e  nam e and social secu rity  num ber of th e  ind iv idual w hose d iv idend  is bein 
c la im ed ; ®

(2) th e  am oun t th e ind iv idual owes on a loan aw ard ed  un de r AS 14.43; and
(3) a s ta tem en t th a t th e  loan is in d e fau lt un de r AS 14.43.145. or. if th e  ind iv idual has 

req u e s ted  review  of th e  s ta tu s  of th e  loan un de r AS 14.43.145(c), th a t a final d e te rm ina. 
tion h a s  been m ade th a t  th e  loan is in defau lt.

(b) T he A laska Comm ission on Postsecondary E ducation sha ll notify th e  ind iv idua l of 
a  cla im  un de r (a) of th is section. T he notice sha ll be sen t to th e  add re ss p rov ided in the 
in d iv id u a l’s p e rm an en t fund d iv idend app lica tion  and  m u s t prov ide th e  following 
in fo rm ation :

(1) th e  am oun t o f th e  claim ;
(2) no tice th a t  th e  am oun t of th e  p e rm an en t fund  d iv idend up  to  th e  am ou n t of the 

cla im  sh a l l be paid  to  th e  A laska Comm ission on Postsecondary  E duca tion  to b e  credited 
a g a in s t th e  ind iv idu a l’s loan balance; and  •

(3) th e  in d iv idua l’s r ig h t to  a h e a r in g  u n d e r (c) o f th is  section.
(c) W ith in  30 days a f te r th e  d a te  o f th e  notice u n d e r  (b) o f th is  section , th e  indiv idual 

m ay re q u e s t a hearing . AS 44.62.330 — 44.62.630 app ly  to a h ea r in g  u n d e r th is  section. 
A t th e  h ea rin g , th e  borrow er has th e  bu rden  to show  th a t

(1) th e  comm ission has no t sen t a  no tice of d e fau lt in compliance w ith AS 14.43.145(b)'
(2) th e  no tice of defau lt h a s  been rescinded a f te r  review  un d e r AS 14.43.145(c); or
(3) th e  am oun t owed by th e  bo rrow er is less th a n  th e  am oun t c la im ed from the 

p e rm an en t fund dividend.
(d) I f  th e  am oun t owed by the bo rrow er is d e te rm in ed  un de r (c) of th is  sec tion  to be 

som e am oun t g re a te r th an  $0, b u t less th a n  th e  am oun t claim ed, th e  com m ission may 
am end  its  claim  to th e  am oun t de te rm in ed  to be ow ing. <§ IS ch 92 SLA 1987: am  §§ 5, 
6 ch 52 SLA 1992; am  § 17 ch 54 SLA 1997)

Effect of a m e n d m e n t s .  — T h e  1997 a m e n d m e n t ,  

effective July 1. 1997. rewrote this section.

S ec . 43.23.095. D e f in i t io n s .

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

R e q u i r e m e n t  of intent to return to state. —  A  motor vehicle registration, voter registration, driver'* 

serviceman w h o  w a s  absent m ore than five years license and bar m e mbership in Alaska, a n d  he had not 

failed to establish intent to return to the state where requested reassignment to Alaska. State. Dep't of 

the evidence showed that he returned for a brief visit Revenue v. Wilder, 929 P 2 d  1280 (Alaska 1 997 1. 
only once in a 12-year period, he maintained only

C h a p t e r  4 0 . M o t o r  F u e l  T a x .

Section Section

10. Tax on transfers or consumption of motor fuel for certain fuel sold for use in jet propulsion

a nd expenditure of proceeds aircraft operating in flights that continue from

15. E x e m p t i o n  from collection of tax foreign countries

92. Disallowance of exemption from motor fuel tax 100. Definitions

S ec . 43.40.010. T ax  o n  t r a n s f e r s  o r  c o n s u m p t io n  o f  m o to r  fu e l a n d  e x p e n d i­
t u r e  o f  p r o c e e d s ,  (a) T here is levied a tax  of e ig h t cen ts a gallon on a ll m o to r fuel sold 
o r o th e rw ise  tra n s fe rre d  w ith in  th e  s ta te , except th a t

(1) th e  ta x  on av ia tion  gasoline is four an d  sev en -ten th s cen ts a gallon ; (2) th e  tax  on 
m o to r fuel used in and  on w a te rc ra ft of all d e sc rip tion s is five cen ts a  gallon ;

(2) th e  tax  on m otor fuel used in and  on w a te rc ra f t of all descrip tions is five cents a 
gallon;

(3) th e  tax  on all av ia tion fuel o th e r th a n  gaso line is th re e  and tw o -te n th s  cents a 
gallon ; a n d

§ 43,23.095 R evenue and Taxation gg^
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(4 ) th e  tax  r a te  on m otor fuel th a t is blended w ith  alcohol is th e  sam e  ta x  ra te  a gallon
00 o the r m oto r fuel; however,
1 (A) in an  a re a  and  d u rin g  th e  m on ths in which fuel c o n ta in in g  alcohol is requ ired  to be 
Lold, tra n s fe r re d , or u sed  in an  effort to a tta in  a ir  q u a lity  s ta n d a rd s  for carbon monoxide

requ ired  by federa l o r s ta te  law or regu la tion , th e  ta x  r a te  on m o to r fuel th a t  iB blended 
,r ith  alcohol is s ix  cen ts a gallon less th a n  the tax  on o th e r  m o to r fuel n o t described in ( 1)

(3) of th is  subsection ;
(B) n o tw ith s ta n d in g  (A) of th is  p a rag rap h , th ro u g h  J u n e  30, 2004, th e  tax  on m otor 

£iel sold o r o th e rw ise  tr a n s fe r re d  w ith in  th e  s ta te  is e ig h t c e n ts  a  ga llon  le ss th a n  th e  ta x  
an o th e r  m o to r fuel n o t described  in  (1) — (3) o f th is  su b sec tio n  if  th e  m o to r fuel

(i) is a t  le a s t 10 p e rcen t alcohol by volume, h a s  b een  p rod uced  from  th e  p rocessing o f 
HgnocelluloBe de riv ed  from wood, and  w as produced  in  a  fac ility  t h a t  p rocesses lignocel- 

Snlose from  wood, b u t th is  reduc tion  in th e  r a te  o f ta x  ap p lie s  to  m o to r fuel sold o r 
{ transfe rred  t h a t  con ta in s  alcohol th a t  w as p roduced on ly d u r in g  th e  f irs t five y ea rs  o f th e  
[fbcility’s p ro cess ing  o f lignocellu lose from wood; or

(ii) is a t  le a s t  10 p e rc en t alcohol by volume, h a s  b een  p roduced  from  th e  processing o f 
w aste  seafood , an d  w as p roduced in  a facility th a t  p ro cesses alcoho l from  w aste  seafood,

I b u t th is  red u c tio n  in th e  ra f r  o f ta x  app lies to m oto r fuel so ld  o r t r a n s f e r re d  th a t  con ta in s 
' alcohol t h a t  w as p roduced only d u rin g  the f irs t five y e a rs  o f th e  fac ility ’s processing o f 
tlcoho l from  w as te  seafood.

(b) T h e re  is lev ied a  tax  o f e ig h t cen ts a gallon on a ll m o to r fuel consum ed by a user, 
excep t th a t

(1 ) th e  ta x  on av ia tio n  gaso line consum ed is four an d  s e v en - te n th s  cen ts  a gallon;
(2 ) th e  ta x  on m otor fuel used  in and  on w a te rc ra f t o f a ll d esc r ip tio n s  is five cen ts a 

gallon;
(3) th e  ta x  on all av ia tio n  fuel o th e r th a n  gaso lin e  is th re e  and  tw o -ten th s cen ts a 

gallon ; a n d
(4) th e  ta x  r a te  on m oto r fuel th a t is blended w ith  alcoho l is th e  sam e  ta x  ra te  a ga llon  

as o th e r  m o to r fuel; however,
(A) in an  a re a  and  d u rin g  th e  m on ths in which fuel c o n ta in in g  alcohol is requ ired  to be 

sold, tr a n s fe r re d , or u sed  in an effort to a tta in  a ir  q u a li ty  s ta n d a rd s  for carbon monoxide 
as re q u ire d  by federa l or s ta te  law  or regu la tion , th e  ta x  r a te  on m o to r fuel th a t  is b lended 
w ith  alcohol is s ix  cen ts a  gallon less th a n  the tax  on o th e r  m o to r fuel no t described in  (1 ) 
— (3) o f th is  subsection ;

(B) n o tw ith s ta n d in g  (A) of th is  p a rag raph , th ro u g h  J u n e  30, 2004, th e  tax  on m oto r 
fuel consum ed by a u se r w ith in  th e  s ta te  is e igh t cen ts  a g a llon  less th a n  th e  ta x  on o th e r 
m o to r fuel no t describ ed  in (1) — (3) of th is sub sec tio n  if  th e  m o to r fuel

(i) is a t  le a s t 10 p e rc en t alcohol by volume, h a s  been  p roduced from  th e  processing o f 
lignocellu lo se d e riv ed  from wood, and was produced in a fac ility  th a t  processes lignocel­
lu lo se from  wood, b u t th is  reduction  in th e ra te  o f ta x  ap p lie s  to m o to r fuel consum ed by 
a u s e r  th a t  co n ta in s  alcohol th a t  w as produced only d u r in g  th e  f irs t five yea rs o f th e  
fac ility ’s p ro cess ing  of lignocellu lose from wood; or

(ii) is a t  le a s t 10 p e rc en t alcohol by volume, h a s  been p roduced  frcm  th e  processing o f 
w a s te  seafood , a n d  w as produced in a facility th a t  p rocesses alcohol from w aste  seafood, 
b u t th is  red u c tio n  in th e  ra te  o f tax  app lies to m o to r fuel con sum ed by a  u se r th a t  
c o n ta in s  alcoho l th a t  w as produced only d u rin g  th e  f irs t five y e a rs  o f th e  facility ’s 
p rocess ing  o f a lcohol from w aste  seafood,

(c) E very  d e a le r  who sells o r o therw ise tra n s fe rs  m o to r fuel in th e  s ta te  sh a ll collect 
th e  ta x  a t th e  tim e  o f sa le , end rem it th e  to ta l ta x  co llec ted d u r in g  each c a len d a r m onth 
o f each  y e a r  to  th e  d ep a rtm en t by th e  la s t day o f each  su cceed ing  m on th . E very  u se r sh a ll 
likew ise r em it th e  ta x  accrued on m otor fuel a c tu a lly  u sed  by th e  u s e r  d u rin g  each m onth . 
If th e  m on th ly  ta x  re tu rn  is tim ely filed, one p e rc en t o f th e  to ta l m on th ly  ta x  due, lim ited 
to a  m ax im um  of $ 100 , m ay be deducted and re ta in e d  to  cover th e  expense  o f accounting



a n d  filing the m o n thly tax return. At the time the remittance is made, each dealer o r u ^  

shall submit a statement to the department s h o w i n g  all fuel which the dealer or user 

distributed or used during the month. J

(d) [Repealed, § 3 ch 166 SLA 1976.] J

(e) Sixty per cent of the proceeds of the revenue from the taxes on aviation fo^ \
excluding the a m o u n t  determined to h a v e  been spent by  the state in its collection, a M * *

be refunded to a municipality o w n i n g  a n d  operating or leasing a n d  operating an 

in the proportion that the revenue w a s  collected at the municipal airport. All 

proceeds of the taxes on  aviation fuel shall be paid into a special aviation fuel tax a 

in the state general fund. T h e  legislature m a y  appropriate funds from this accounf 

aviation facilities.

(f) T h e  proceeds from the revenue fro m  the tax o n  motor fuel used in boats 

watercraft of all descriptions shall be deposited in a special watercraft fuel tax acco 

the general fund. T h e  legislature m a y  appropriate from this account for water a n d  

facilities.

(g) T h e  proceeds of the revenue from the tax on all m o t o r  fuels, except as provii

(e), (f) a n d  (j) of this section, shall be deposited in a special h i g h w a y  fuel tax accoi 

the state general fund. T h e  legislature m a y  appropriate funds from it for expendi 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of Transportation a n d  Public Facilities directly or as matched 

available federal-aid h i g h w a y  m o n e y  for m a i n t e n a n c e  of highways, construction 

h i g h w a y  projects a n d  ferries included in the p r o g r a m  provided for ir. A S  19.10.1 

including approaches, appurtenances a n d  related facilities a n d  acquisition of righ 

w a y  or easements, a n d  other h i g h w a y  costs including surveys, administration, 

related matters. All departments of the state g o v e r n m e n t  authorized to spend 

collected from taxes imposed by this chapter shall perform, w h e n  feasible, all constro® 

tion or reconstruction projects by contract after the projects have been advertised for 
competitive bids, except that, w h e n  feasible, arr a n g e m e n t s  shall be m a d e  with politii 

subdivisions to cari7  out the construction or reconstruction projects. If it is not 

for the w o r k  to be performed by state engineering forces, the commissioner of t 

tation a nd public facilities m a y  contract on a professional basis with private engine* 

firms for road design, bridge design, a nd services in connection with surveys. If more thatf 

one private engineering firm is available for the w o r k  the contracts shall be entered inti; 

on a negotiated basis. * ^

(h) All motor fuel tax receipts shall be paid into the general fund a n d  distributed to the 

proper accounts in the general fund. Valid m o t o r  fuel tax refund claims shall be paid froa 

the h i g h w a y  fuel tax account in the general fund, *■
(i) [R epealed, § 35 ch 126 SLA 1994.] T  

(j) T h e  proceeds from the tax on motor fuel used in s n o w  vehicles and, unless a txt;

refund is applied for u n d e r  A S  43.40.050(a), other internal combustion engines not ua«d 

in or in conjunction with a motor vehicle licensed to be operated on public w a y s  shall b* 

deposited in a special nonpublic h i g h w a y  use account in the general fund. T h e  legislature 

m a y  appropriate from this account to the D e p a r t m e n t  of Transportation a n d  Public 

Facilities for trail staking a nd shelter construction a n d  maintenance.

(k) T h e  tax on the transfer or consumption of m o t o r  fuel provided for in this section 

does not apply to liquified petroleum gas. ■

(I) [Repealed, §  3 ch 182 SLA 1990.] (§ 48-5-2 A C L A 1949; a m  § 1 ch 80 S L A  1951;

§ 1 ch 47 SLA 1955; am §§ 1 , 2 ch 27 SLA  1957; a m  § 1 ch 134 SLA 1957; a m  § 1  art Vi! 
title I I  ch 152 SLA  1957; a m  § 2 art V title I I I  ch 152 SLA  1957; a m  § 2 ch 124 SLA 195#;> 
a m  §§ 1 , 2 ch 20 SLA  1960; a m  § 1  ch 150 SLA  1960; a m  § 1  ch 110  SLA 19 6 1; a m  } 1  
ch 136 SLA 19 6 1; am §§ 1 —  3 ch 13 1  SLA  1962; a m  § 1 ch 130 SLA 1968; a m  § 10 ch 
143 SLA 1968; a m  §§ 1 , 2 ch 216 SLA 1968; a m  §§ 1  —  3 ch 158 SLA 1970; a m  § 3 ch 88 
SLA 19 7 1 ; a m  §§ 1, 2 ch 124 SLA 19 7 1 ; a m  §§ 2, 3 ch 125 SLA  19 7 1 ; a m  §§ 1  —  3 ch 153 
SLA 1972; a m  § 3 ch 166 SLA 1976; a m  §§ 1 , 2 ch 1 16  SLA  1977 ; a m  § 4 ch 82 SLA 1982;

§ 43.40.010 R e v e n u e  a n d  T ax a t i o n



M otor Fuel Tax § 43.40.015

§§ 1, 2 ch 87 S L A  1983; a m  § 3 ch 182 S L A  1990; a m  § 35 ch 126 S L A  1994; a m  §§ 2, 

ch 127 S L A  1994; a m  §§ 2, 4  ch 88 S L A  1997)

f p « l a y e d  a m e n d m e n t  o f  s u b s e c t io n s  (a) a n d
. —  U n d e r  55 3, 5, 6, a n d  7, ch. 127, S L A  1994, aa 

ded by 55 3, 5, 10, and 12, ch. 88, S L A  1997, if 

i D e partment of Transportation a n d  Public Facili- 

,before January 1,2000, increases the landing fee 

es u nder A S  02.15.090(a) for the privilege of 

aircraft at rural airports, as that term is 
I in 17 A A C  40.795(2), above the a m o u n t  of the 

i in effect on J anuary 1,1994, subsections (a) and (b) 

i a m e n d e d  to read as follows: *(a) There is levied a ■rof eight cents a gallon o n  all motor fuel sold or 
i transferred within the state, except that 

(1) the tax on aviation gasoline is four cents a
iOD,i2) the tax on motor fuel used in a n d  on watercraft 

fall descriptions is five cents a gallon;

“(3) the tax on all aviation fuel other than gasoline 

i two a n d  one-half centa a gallon; and 

* (4 )  the tax rate on motor fuel that is blended with 

ohol is the s a m e  tax rate a gallon as other motor 

1; however,

*(A) in an area a n d  during the m o n t h s  in which fuel 

itaining alcohol is required to be sold, transferred,

• used in a n  effort to attain air quality standards for 

5,’bon monoxide as required by federal or Btate law or 

Regulation, the tax rate on motor fuel that is blended -with alcohol is six cents a gallon less than the tax on 
other motor fuel not described in (1) —  13) of this 

subsection;

j *<B) notwithstanding (A) of this paragraph, 

•through J u n e  30. 2004, the tax on motor fuel soli or 

otherwise transferred within the state is eight cents a 

.gallon less than the tax on other motor fuel not 

described in (1) —  (3) of this subsection if the motor 

'ftjel

r *(i) is at least 10 percent alcohol by volume, has 

been produced from the processing of lignocellulose 

derived from wood, and w a s  produced in a facility that 

processes lignocellulose from wood, but this reduction 

in the rate of tax applies to motor fuel sold or trans­

ferred that contains alcohol that w a s  produced only 

during the first five years of the facility’s processing of 

' lignocellulose from wood; or

“(ii) is at least 10 percent alcohol by volume, has 

been produced from the processing of waste seafood, 

and w a s  produced in a facility that processes alcohol 

from waste seafood, but this reduction in the rate of 

tax applies to motor fuel sold or transferred that 

contains alcohol that w a s  produced only during the

first five years of the facility's processing of alcohol 

from waste seafood.

“(b) There is levied a tax of eight centa a gallon on 

all motor fuel c o n s u m e d  by a user, except that 

“(1) the ta on aviation gasoline co n s u m e d  is four 

cents a gallon,

“(2) the tax o n  motor fuel used in and on  watercraft 

of all 'Inscriptions is five centa a gallon;

“ (3 )  the tax on all aviation fuel other than gasoline 

is two u n d  one-half cents a gallon; a nd 

* (4 )  the tax rate on m otor fuel that is blended with 

alcohol is the s a m e  tax rate a gallon as other motor 

fuel; however,

*(A) in an  area a nd during the m o n t h s  in which fuel 

containing alcohol .is required to be sold, transferred, 
or used in an effort to attain air quality standards for 

carbon monoxide as required by federal or state law or 

regulation, the tax rate on motor fuel that ia blended 

with alcohol is six cents a gallon less than the tax on 

other motor fuel not described in (1) —  (3) of this 

subsection;

“(B) notwithstanding (A) of this paragraph, 
through J u n e  30, 2004, the tax on motor fuel con­

s u m e d  by u user within the state is eight cents a 

gallon lesB than the tax on other motor fuel not 

described in (1) —  (3) of this subsection if the motor 

fuel

“(i) is at least 10 percent alcohol by volume, has 

been produced from the processing of lignocellulose 
derived from wood, and w a s  produced in a facility that 

processes lignocellulose from wood, but this reduction 

in the rate of tax applies to motor fuel con s u m e d  by a 

user that contains alcohol that w a s  produced only 

during the first five years of the facility's processing of 

lignocellulose from wood; or 

“(ii) is at least 10 percent alcohol by volume, has 

been produced from the processing of waste seafood, 

and w a s  produced in a facility that processes alcohol 

from waste seafood, but this reduction in the rate of 

tax applies to motor fuel c o n s u m e d  by a user that 
contains alcohol that w a s  produced only during the 

first five years of the facility's processing of alcohol 

from waste seafood."

Effect of a m e n d m e n t s .  — T h e  1997 a m e n d m e i  

effective July 1,1997, in subsections (a) a nd (b), added 

paragraph (4) a nd m a d e  related stylistic changes.

Editor's notes. —  Section 9, ch. 88, S L A  1997 

repealed ch. 42, SllA 1994. Therefore the different tax 

rate described in the editor’s note in the 1996 volume 

is not in effect after J u n e  30, 1997.

Sec. 43.40.015. E x e m p t i o n  f r o m  collection of tax. (a) A  dealer w h o  has a reason­

able belief at the time of sale or transfer that fuel that is sold or transferred is not to be 

used as motor fuel need not collect the motor fuel tax. However, as to fuel for which the 

tax w a s  not collected a n d  for w h i c h  a certificate of use w a s  not obtained, if the department 

determines that the fuel w a s  put to a use that is taxable under this chapter, the dealer 

is liable for the tax a n d  subject to a civil penalty u n der A S  43.05.220(a) w h e t h e r  or not the 

dealer’s belief that the fuel sold or transferred w o u l d  not be used as motor fuel w a s  

reasonable.

(b) Except for sale or transfer of fuel under (d) of this section, if the motor fuel tax is 

not collected, the dealer shall obtain a certificate of use from the buyer or transferee at 

the time of the first sale or transfer of the fuel stating that the fuel that has been or will 

be purchased or received is not intended for use as motor fuel. T h e  form of the certificate 

of use shall be prescribed by the department by regulation. T h e  d e p a rtment m a y  not



Differences in (ax base may not be prescribed 
for the same privilege of taxpayers in the 
same type of business or occupation. 
Production and overhead costs are seldom 
deductible. The legislatures, however, have 
broad powers in this field. They may be selec­
tive by allowing deductions for spoils, swells 
and discounts to manufacturers of farm prod­
ucts. On the other hand, they may not allow 
deductions for cost of containers, brokerage, 
salaries or salesmen and selling expenses. 
A lternative tax bases aren’t invalid. The ap­
plicable base may be determined by the tax­
payer's business, limiting his choice in the 
matter. Estimates derived from the volume of 
the past year's business are permissible.
The seller may have to include in his tax base 
sales that are less than the minimum bracket 
even though he's not permitted to collect 
these amounts from the buyer.
Gross receipts taxes are usually measured by 
all receipts from sales. This includes gross 
receipts from sideline operations such as from 
food and drink sold at the drug store's lunch 
counter. Waitress's tips may be included. A 
gross income tax generally covers all forms of 
income and the tax on sales is only a part of 
the tax base. As a rule, there are very few de­
ductions or items excluded from the tax base. 
Use and compensating taxes are practically 
equivalent. They’re based on the sale or pur­
chase price, or the value of tangible person­
alty sold. Valuation at the actual purchase 
price has been allowed. Exclusions from the 
tax base may be allowed for such items as 
installation charges and transportation 
charges separately paid by customers. The 
statu tes are frequently inconsistent. For ex­
ample, rented tangible personalty from out of 
state was valued at the out-of-state retail 
price, while used property brought into the 
state by the owner was valued at the price it 
would have brought at the time imported. 
Depreciation of autos used as demonstrators 
and otherwise, then sold second-hand, has 
been both included and excluded from the

Trends in Sa',0  ind Use Taxes 21 7

tax base. Sales and use taxes have shown di­
vergences in their bases though their rates are 
the same. For instance, a use tax based upon 
value may specifically disallow deductions for 
trade-ins, transportation charges, discounts, 
or similar items, while allowance may be 
granted under sales tax law.
.94 ADMISSIONS, COVER CHARGES.
ETC.
A number of statutes impose tax on admis­
sions to places of amusement or for the use of 
them. The tax may apply to admissions 
above a minimum amount such as 10tf. Speci­
fied admissions may be exempt, such as ad ­
missions to events of nonprofit organizations, 
school events, plays, or movies. Minimum 
cover charges are often included in taxable 
receipts. —
.95 BAD DEbTS AND LOSSES. ^
Many statutes and regulations permit o r au­
thorize credit or deduction for tax paid on 
accounts or debts found to be worthless. A 
condition often imposed for the credit o r de­
duction is that the account or debt be found 
to be worthless for income tax purposes.
There's also the requirement that the tax be 
repaid if the account or debt is recovered.
Statutes sometimes define "sales" and “gross 
receipts” so as to specifically deny deduction 
of losses.
.96 CASH AND TRADE 
DISCOUNTS—TRADING STAMPS.
Commonly, discounts are excluded from tax­
able sales receipts. However, distinctions may 
be made. Discounts that a retailer grants for 
the purpose of encouraging prompt payment 
on an account, also known as early payment 
discounts, may not be excludable. Discounts 
after sale may not be allowed as deductions. 
Discounts representing a reduction in price— 
trade discount, volume discount or cash and 
carry discount—are often deductible in com­
puting sales receipts.
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D e te rm in a t io n  o f S a l e s  P r ice

In  general, sa les and use taxes are im posed on the total sales price of a taxable sale, without 
any reduction for co sts of labor, raw materials, or other expenses. T h is  rule applies whether 
the sa le i s  o f tangible personal property or o f taxable serv ices. The basis of measuring the 
sa le s or purchase price on w hich to calculate sa les and use tax varies substantially among 
the states and often is  a disputed subject. The items included in  the sales/use tax base usually 
are sp ec ified  in  detail in  the states' statutes and. therefore, generally are narrowly construed 

by the co "r t s .

In  most situations, the maximum amount upon w hich the tax is  computed is  the amount 
of consideration received for the taxable item or service. For example, many states provide 
that barter transactions are subject to the tax based on the taxable items or services received 
in the exchange. However, the sales price determination with respect to coupons, rebates, 
<md d iscounts typica lly vary with a given state and also among the states. Cash discounts 
are generally excluded from sales price subject to tax, if  paid by the se ller rather than a third 

party and if  paid as part of the sa les transaction; thus, for example, manufacturer rebates 
and co-op patronage dividends generally do not reduce sales price subject to tax. In contrast 
to m ost states, the Pennsylvania regulations provide that an amount representing a discount 
allowed for prompt payment that i s  dependent on an event occurring after the completion 

of the sale i s  included in determining the purchase price for sales and use tax purposes, 
w h ile  amounts representing on-the-spot cash d iscounts, volume discounts, store discounts, 
w ho lesa ler’s  or trade discounts, rebates, and store or manufacturer's coupons may be 
deducted in  computing the tax. Trade-in allowances are treated differently from state to 
state: som e states impose sales tax on ly on the difference between the total sales price and 
the amount allowed for trade-in, w hile others impose tax on the total sales price.

Generally, no reduction in  sales price i s  allowed for excise  or import taxes paid by the 
se lle r ; however, the ru les of each state must be consulted, sin ce  specific taxes may be given 

sp ecia l treatment. '- '•

Sa le s price subject to tax generally does not include interest charged for credit, at least i f  
the interest i s  separately stated. If  the debt arising from a credit sale becomes worthless, the 
se lle r  i s  u sua lly  allowed a reduction in  taxable receipts or a tax credit or deduction, depend­
ing on the time of w orth lessness as w ell as the reporting period and other specific rules o f 
the state in  question. A debt does not necessa rily  become worthless merely because the 
property so ld  on credit is  repossessed. On the other hand, property (whether sold on credit 
or for cash) for w hich the se lle r accepts return and refunds the purchase price, thus can-



®  m
celling the sale, generally does give rise to a reduction in taxable receipts o r a  tax credit or 

deduction, although a particular state m a y  i m p o s e  time limits or other restrictions o n  sucf 

allowances. (See die chart "Sales/Use T a x  R e f unds" for a state-by-state listing of w h e t h e r  

taxpayer is permitted a credit, deduction, or refund of overpaid tax in s u c h  situations.)

Shipping charges imposed after the sale takes place are often excluded from sales p rio i 
subject to tax if  separately stated. However, fees identified as “ sh ipp ing and handling” fees 
typically axe taxable even where the fee relates so le ly  to shipping charges. Se lle rs should 
always separately state shipping charges as a protective measure, and the ru les o f the state 
in  question should be consulted to see i f  th is exclusion i s  available. Labor, service or 
installations charges, generally are treated sim ilar to shipping charges (i.e., i f  separatel1;  
identified on the invoice, many states do not impose sales and use taxes on su ch  charges)

When a transaction involves the provision o f nontaxable serv ices in  connection with 
taxable sale, the charge for the nontaxable serv ices w ill usually not be subject to tax : 
separately stated. When a sing le charge i s  made for the entire transaction, most states w i 
require a determination of whether: (1) the transaction was prim arily a taxable sale w ith a 
incidental provision of nontaxable serv ices; or (2) primarily the p rov ision  o f nontaxabl 
services with an incidental transfer of tangible personal property. I f  the change for nontm 
able services is  separately stated, sa les tax w ill be imposed on the total charge; in  the latt« 
case, tax w ill not be imposed on the sing le charge but the service provider w ill be con siders 
the end user of the incidental tangible personal property involved, and sa les or use tax w i 

be imposed on the cost of such property.

In the case of sales of taxable se rv ice s, a few states take the po sit ion  that the servic 
provider is liable for the co llection of sales or use tax from custom ers on the total itemize 
charges for performing the taxable serv ice, including any expenses incurred by the servic 
provider’s  employees, such as mileage charges, hotel expense, and auto rental charges. (Sc 

Helmel Engineering Prods. In c ., NY Com m issioner of Taxation and Finance, TSB-A-92(15 
Sales Tax, Feb. 26, 1992 and Texas Comptroller of Public A ccounts, Hearing No. 25,57 
issued Sept. 25 , 1 99 1 . )

The following chart is  divided into three parts for ease of presentation. The charts deta 
various items that are included in  the sa les price for determination o f the sa le s tax liabilit 
and list s  items that affect the sa les tax price in  computing the sales tax liability. These char 
highlight the common items that generally are included in the sa les price for sales t; 
purposes. We did not ask the states to list  every possible in c lu sio n  in  sa les price; thus, ti 
charts do not exhaust all the possib le  items that may be required to be included in  tl 
sales/use tax uase by each state.

R. Mark W illia m so n  
Foley & Lardner 
Milwaukee, W isconsin.

I
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M ost r e sp o n d in g  s ta te s re q u ire  th e  in c lu s io n  o f in s ta lla tio n  ch a rg e s , tra n sp o r ta tio n  
charges, s a le s  o f rep o sse ssed  p rop e rty , and  labo r or se rv ic e  co s ts  in  the sales p ric e  base . 
Som e s ta te s  in c lu d e  th e se  item s on ly  if th ey  are n o t s e p a ra te ly  s ta te d  o n  the sa les in vo ice .

Very few states allow the sales price to be reduced for other taxes, such as tobacco or 
federal gas taxes. However, the federal luxury tax, which is imposed on the retail sale 01 

lease of certain luxury items, generally is excluded from gross proceeds when calculating 
the sales and use tax. Trade-in allowances reduce sales price in most states although many 
states specify the type of property that this subtraction applies to.

In the case of manufacturers’ coupons and rebates, the majority of states require the 
amount o f the coupon or rebate to be included in the sales price base.





F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date:________________  ‘_Dept. Affected:___________ DOT&PF________
Title: George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge__________ BRU: Engineering and Operations
_________________________________________________________Component: Engineering and Operations
Sponsor: Representative_Ogan______________________    '
Requester: House Transportation______________________COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 547

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B I L L  N O .  H B  246 |

1997 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Expenditures/Revenues__________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0. 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost: S 0.0
POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The department does not anticipate additional costs assoc ia ted  with renaming this bridge.

Prepared by: Sam Kilo III____________________________________   Phone: 465-3900
Special Assistant

Division: Office of the Commissioner/' \  , 7) Date: 4/17/97
Approved by: K    Date: 4/17/97

Agency: Department of Transportation and Public Facilities_____
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distributi. ” information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office
(Rev 01/97) 97fisno.xls/SSK Page 1 of 1



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Community and Regional Affairs 
Fisheries

Co-Chair Resources Committee 
Special Committee on Oil & Gas 
Legislative Council

State Capitol, Rin 128 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

907-465-3878 
Fax: 907-465-3265 

1-800-862-3878

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S c o t t  O g a n

House District 27

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senator Jerry Ward, Chair Senate Transportation Committe

FROM: Representative Scott Ogan

RE: HB 246, George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge

DATE: May 5, 1997

***********************************************************************

I respectfully request HB 246, "George VV. Palmer Memorial Bridge" be scheduled 
for a hearing in the Senate Transporation Committee.

HB 246 is intended to name the new bridge currently being built over the Matanuska 
River just outside Palmer, AK, the George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge I have introduced 
this bill in response to constituent's and local government's desire to remember an early 
Alaskan pioneer.

The following information is attached -

1. House Bill 246
2. Sponsor Statement
3. Bill Back-Up

City o f  Palmer Resolution 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough Resolution 
401 Valley resident signatures

I appreciate your consideration o f my request.



A l a f t a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  ®

Community and Regional Affairs 
Fisheries

Co-Chair Resources Committee 
Special Committee on Oil & Gas 
Legislative Council

Stale Capitol, Rm 128 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

907-465-3878 
Fax: 907-465-3265 

1-800-862-3878

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S c o t t  O g a n

House District 27

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  F O R  H R  246 

A n  Act naming state bridge #1951 the 

" G e o r g e  W  P a l m e r  M e m o r i a l  B r i d g e  "

BILL BASIS
The Matanuska River Bridge, or more commonly referred to as the bridge that goes over 
the Matanuska River on the Old Glenn Hwy, will soon become a bike path. New bridge 
construction is taking shape alongside the older structure, where traffic vill eventually be 
rerouted. HB 246 was prepared in compliance with Alaska Statute Se;tion 19.10.085 
which require bridge names be given through legislation, and if  passed will become Alaska 
Statute Section 35.40.100. In addition, I have prepared this legislation in response to 
requests from district constituents and local government.

B A C K G R O U N D
Currently, there is an effort underway to name the new structure the "George IV Palmer 
Memorial Bridge. ” Spearheading that effort is an energetic ten-year old Palmer resident, 
Justin Kaucic o f Boy Scout Troop 325. Others in support o f  naming this bridge the 
George W  Palmer Memorial Bridge are the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, City o f  
Palmer, and 401 Mat-Su Valley residents.

H I S T O R I C A L  BASIS

George W. Palmer arrived in Alaska during the year 1875. He operated a trading post in 
the late 1800's along a bank o f  the Matanuska River, in fact near the site where the new  
bridge is to be built. It's been about one hundred years since George used tin lined boxes 
to protect the post's supplies from bugs and weather along the river, and he is still 
remembered as resourceful, industrious, and as one o f Alaska's early and true pioneers. 
George died in 1935, but in 1951 when a small Alaska city incorporated, it chose the 
name o f Palmer to reflect its pioneering spirit and the independence o f  George W Palmer.

BACK-UP
Matanuska-Susitna Valley governments and residents seek to extend this remembrance to 
include the new bridge being built near the site o f George Palmer's old trading post. I am 
asking for your support o f  HB 246 during this final step in the legislative process.

Matanuska-Susitna Borough's Resolution No. 97-008 
City o f  Palmer Resolution No. 1199
Four hundred one (401) Mat-Su Valley resident petition signatures



Action:

By; L. DeVilbiee

@

M A T A N U S K A -SUSlTNA B O R O U G H  

RESOLUTION NO. 97-000

A  R E S O L U T I O N  OF THE M A TANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY IN SUPPORT 

OF A  PROPOSAL TO NAME THE N E W  BRIDGE OVER THE M A T A N U S K A  RIVER ON 

T H E  OLD G L E N N  H I G HWAY THE "GEORGE W. PALMER MEM O R I A L  BRIDGE.'1

WHEREAS, First Class Scout Justin L. Kaucic, of B o y  Scout

T r o o p  325, is working on a Life Scout service project,- and

W H E R E A S , Boy Scout Kaucic is asking the borough to support his

proposal to name the new bridge over the Matanuska River on the Old

G l e n n  H i g h w a y  as the "George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge"; and

WHEREAS, George W. Palmer arrived in Ala s k a  in 1875; and

WHEREAS, George W. Palmer was hired b y  the Alaska Commercial

C o m pany to manage their store at Knik; and

WHEREAS, George W. Palmer established a trading post near the

s i t e  of the n e w  bridge o v e r  the Matanuska R i ver o n  the Old Glenn

H i g h w a y  in 1897; and

WHEREAS, the city of Palmer was incorporated in 1951 a n d  was

n a m e d  for George W. Palmer.

N O W  THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Matanuska-Susitna

3 o r o u g h  Assembly supports the proposal to name the n e w  bridge over

the Matanuska River on the Old Glenn Highway the "George W. Palmer

M emorial Bridge."

P a g e  1  o f  2 Resolution No. 97-008 

IM NO. 97-05*,



AD O PTED bv the M a tanuska-Susitna B o r ough A s s e m b l y  this - day

7 r p d -
of 1997.

. .. ,7 / M / - ___________________________v  - 3 A R B A R A  L A C H S R , B o r o u g h  M a y o r
A T T E S T  i

jANDRii A. DILLON, 3orough Clerk
a

(SEAL)

P a g e  2  o f  2 R e s o l u t i o n .  N o . 9 7 - 0 0 8  IM  N o .  9 7 - C & L
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C I T Y  OF PALMER, A L A S K A

RE S O L U T I O N  HO. 1119

A  R E S O L U T I O N  I N  S U P P O R T  O F  A  PROPOSAL TO. H A K E  T H E  B R I D G E  O N  THE OLD 

G L E N N  H I G H W A Y  T H E  " G E O R G E  W. PALMER M E M O R I A L  B R I D G E . "

WHE R E A S ,  F i r s t  C l a a e  Scout J u e ; i n  L. Kaucic:, of  B o y  Scout 

T r o o p  325, is -working o n  a Life* S cout serv i c e  p r o j e c t *  and

WHEREAS, B o y  S c o u t  Kaucic i* as k i n g  the b o r o u g h  to support hie 

p r o p o s a l  to n o m a  t h e  n e w  bridge over the K a t o n u a k a  R i v e r  o n  the Old 

G l e n n  H i g h w a y  as the " G e orge W. P a l m e r  M e m o r i a l  B r idge"* and

WHEREAS, G e o r g e  W. P a l m e r  a r r i v e d  in  A l a e k a  i n  1875; and

WHEREAS, G e o r g e  W. P a l m e r  w a a  h i r e d  b y  the A l a s k a  Commercial 

C o m p a n y  to m a n a g e  t h e i r  store at Knikj and

WHEREAS, G e o r g e  W. P*l»er e s tablished a. t r a ding p o s t  near the 

s i t e  o f  the n e w  b r i d g e  o v e r  the M a t a n u s k a  R i v e r  o n  t h e  Old Glann 

H i g h w a y  in 1897; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  the c i t y  o f  Palmer w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in 19 5 1  and w a s  

n a m e d  for G e o r g e  W, Palmor.

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  IT R E S O L V E D  th a t  the C i t y  of Palmer 

s u p p o r t s  the p r o p o s a l  to  n a m e  the n o w  b r i d g e  o v e r  the M a t a n u s k a  

R i v e r  on  the O l d  G l e n n  H i g h w a y  t h e  " G e o r g e  W. P a l m e r  Mem o r i a l  

B r i d g e . "

A d o p t e d  b y  the P a l m e r  City C o u n c i l  this &  day of

1 9 9 7

T H O M A S  C. SMITH, C I T Y  C L E R K
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During Session:
A laska S ta te  C apito l

J u n e a u , A laska 99801-1182

During Interim:

P.O. Box 2463 
Valdez, Alaska 99686

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  Senator Jerry W a r d ,  C h a i r m a n

Senate Transportation C o m m i t t e e

F R :  Representative G e n e

R E :  H o u s e  Bill 248

D A T E :  M a y  5 ,1997

Labor & Commerce
Legislative Council

World Trade
Trade & Tourism

Special Committee 
on Fisheries

Committees

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative E u g e n e  K u b i n a

H o u s e  Minority L e a d e r

Please consider this a request to hear ITB 248, " A n  A c t  n a m i n g  East E g a n  

Drive in Valdez."

ITB 248 r e n a m e s  a small section of the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y ,  built after the 

1964 earthquake, East E g a n  Drive. W h e n  the R i c h a r d s o n  w a s  e x t e n d e d  to the 

n e w  t o w n  site the milepost s y s t e m  did not change. This left businesses along 

that portion of the h i g h w a y  without a corre s p o n d i n g  milepost. N a m i n g  East 

E g a n  Drive will allow the City of V a l d e z  to give ea c h  location a local address.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  consideration. If y o u  h a v e  a n y  questions please give m e  

a call.

Juneau Office (907) 465-4839 Toll Free 1 ■888-465-4859 Fax (907) 465-3799 
Valdez I.IO (907)835-2111 Fax (907) 835-2097 E-Mail: a>pa‘sen»ative_gencJ<ul>inafilegis.j.tate.nk.us



C ommittee?

_abor k CommerceU g;?!am e Coure.i
World Trade

Trade k Tounsm
Special Committee 

on Fisheries

A l | g k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  @

Representative E u g e n e  K u b i n a

House Minority Leader

D u r i n g  Sess ion :
A laska S ta te Capitol

Ju n e au , A laska -1 l-S

During Interim: 

PC  Box 2463 
Valdez, Alaska 99686

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  - H O U S E  BILL 248

H B  248, " A n  A ct N a m i n g  East E g a n  Drive in Valdez" r e n a m e s  a portion of 

the Ri c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  in V a l d e z  built after the 1964 earthquake.

T h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  is Alaska'? first road. A s  early as 1898 it w a s  k n o w n  

to gold seekers as the V aldez to Eagie trail. In 1910 the trail w a s  u p g r a d e d  to a 

w a g o n  road a n d  lengthened to Fairbanks u n d e r  the direction of G e n e r a l  

W i l d s  P. Richardson, the first president of the Alaska R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  

A laska R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n  u p g r a d e d  the road to automobile standard* in the 

1920's. T h e  Richardson w a s  hard-surfaced in 1957.

Originally, the Richardson H i g h w a y  e n d e d  at the O l d  V a l d e z  t o w n  site. 

Milepost 0 w a s  established at the city dock. After the 1964 e a r t h q u a k e  the 

V a l d e z  t o w n  site w a s  m o v e d  a p p r oximately four miles west a n d  the 

Richardson H i g h w a y  extended to M e a l s  A v e n u e ,  w h e r e  it e n d s  todav. 

H o w e v e r ,  the milepost system, already firmly established a n d  well used, w a s  

not changed.

B e c ause of the extension, there are 3.4 miles of Richardson H i g h w a y  b e t w e e n  

M e a l s  A v e n u e  a n d  the east e n d  of Mineral C r e e k  L o o p  without a 

co r r esponding milepost. M a k i n g  the n a m e  c h a n g e  will allow the City of 

Va l d e z  to assign a local address to businesses located along East E g a n  Drive.

Juneau Office (907) 465-1859 Toll Free 1-888-463*4859 Fax (907) 463-3799 
Valdez LIO (907)835-2111 Fax (907) 835-2097 E-Mail: rcprcscntative_gene_kubina@legis.state.ak.us

mailto:rcprcscntative_gene_kubina@legis.state.ak.us


R I C H A R D S O N  H I G H W A Y

r V a l d e z  to Delta junction, Alaska 

A l a s k a  R o u t e  4

k
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v j;*
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. >» 
*
.

lectior. iocs the I '  
-■ob■r.e Mcr.arcson .-ighwzv rrem. • a z-.z -c 

Delta Junction •tr.e remain;.-.: ?5 miles 
157.7 km from Delta junction to Fairbanks logged .n the i L - : r , ' HW '■ ■
: Southbound trav- er»r-az log ra:* •.trcnt.

The F.ichardszr. a :  hig.-.wav
.n good cor.oit.on excep’ tor :: n l : :  frost -.eavmc A r. e w iertiort cf r. viv ; . t - 
r rted in 19S? tr.r a'.-es the histcr.c co rnu - 

of Coppe- Center. The MlLEPQSTi loci •.ne old highway through tew-.. The ‘new 
F.chardson Highway ("bypass rtute s -qual distance — -. : miles ~~ — vmt,
no notable features. You must ex.1. the high- 
way (watch for signs, to see Copper CenterThe Richardson Hirrwi\ is a . :-r..c route 
t.rough the .T.acr.itken: scenery of the 
•Irvuga'ch Mountains and Alaska range, lead- r.c past spectacular glaciers, through spruce : tresis and across tundra meadows I1 also 
passes many tine king salmon streams .ncluding the Gulkana and Tonsina nvers.

The Richardson Highway was Alaska s 
first road known to goid seekers in 1S9S as 
the Valdez to Lagie trail The gold rush trail 
‘ed over the treacherous Valdez Glacier, then 
northeast 10 Eagle and the Yukon River 
•cute to the Klondike goldflelds Captain 
',V.R. Abercrombie of the U S .Army rerouted 
the trail !n ’,899 through Keystone Canyon and over Thompson Pass thus avoiding the 
glacier. As the Klondike gold rush waned, 
the military kept the trail’ open to connect 
: ort Liscum in Valdez with Fort Egbert m
5 30 Thf Mil‘»OS‘> • w *

.o.c . -..ht-z te.ee:apr. , -,e a.tr.c
Cole rampe dev s'arted the trau 

again :n 5902 rr.is time headed for Fair- 
::re :t a b.z z : ‘ : strike The Valdez to 

: a r i m p  : an: rou'e 
te T i I:.--.- an : !?10 the trail was
ttcr. : :  Get. F : firstpres.-der.t cf tr.e A.aa-a Ft c a r 7 cm mission. The 
ARC -zzr-z read tr z • r tede stan­
dards in the 1 • 2 Is The Richardson Highway was hard-i.riacic ,• 1FST

Emergency medical sen. ices: There 9! 1 
any*here a.ens the hug.-.a y.

R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  

L o g

Mileposts cn the Richardson Highway were erected before the 1964 Good Friday 
earthquake and rr.erefore begin 4 miles’/ 
6 4 km from present-day downtown Valdez near the Old Valdez town site (destroyed 
during the earthquake!.Distance from New Valdez fNV) is 
followed bv distance from Old Valdez (OV),

NV 0 Ok' 4 6 4 km  Intersection of 
Meals Avenue and ihe Richardson Highway

NV 0.4 (0.6 kmi OV 3.6 (5.8 km) Paved 
double-ended turnout to north with Valdez Information kiosk, maps brochures, pav

phones.
NV 0.5 0.8 kmi 0 \ ‘ 3.5 (5.6 km DOTT’F district office.
NV 0.6 (1 km i OY 3,4 (5.5 km Yaidez highwav maintenance station.
NV 0.9 (1.4 kmi OV 3.1 (5 kmi Double- 

ended runout to north with litter baneis at 
Crooked Creek salmon spawning area and 
hatchers' Viewing platform on creek offers 
close-zp look at salmon spawning in m::- jutr.n.e: and fall. L'.S. Forest Service informa­
tion station is staffed Memorial Day through. 
Lab-T Das Interpretive displays, ir.rcrrr.a- 
:.:r . or. cultural history and recreational 
opportunities. Migrating birds such as 
Canada geese and various ducks are often 
here It is a game sanctuary: no shooters is allowed. Good spot for pictures.

NV 1.3 (2 1 km OV 2.7 4.3 km1 Fas'ed ■ : south
NY 2 • 2 2 i r . i  OV 2 3 2 kmi Paver
NV 2.1 (3.4 kmj OV 1.9 (3.1 kmi Miner.. 

Creek Loop Road through business and ret:- 
der.'.a. area or. outskirts of Old Valdez~ - ? ;t ai Milepost SV ? 4 \ZZ£ii “ :

' 4,ul«. « . t'T......... dTiG l.’JiTi
• e ,-ors. The five cra.n elevators were built
• -52 in anticipation of the Port of Valdez-.re s r.g Delta barley for shipment.

NV 3.4 (3.5 km) OV 0.6 (1 kmi Road
•rward mountains leads 0.6 mile 1 km. t:
. a iez A rport, 2 miles.3.2 km to Valdez 
C-iacier campground, and 3.9 miies/6.3 km. 
*: a oe.rk.nc area r.ev: to the g.acial moraine of V.lzez Glacier, ^-ood views of the g’.aner 
•tea s-e >ior available from thi, soot net :: 
.a re ; Glacier a very spectacular glacier 
Valdez Glacier campground has 101 sites, 
tent camping, covered picnic area litter bar- 
rels. water, toilets and fireplaces: 15-day 
I:” ;* tamping fee CALTJOX. Beware 6? c-ears. x

Mineral Creek Loop Road (turn toward 
ocean- leads to the original townsite of 
Valdez destroyed during the Good Fr’oav 
earthquake on March 2T, 1964. A few homes and businesses are here now; there is little 
evidence of the earthquake's destruction.NV 4 (6.4 kmj OV 0 Former access road 
to Old Valdez, now blocked off. Milepost 0 of the Richardson Highway is located here,
(Southbound travelers note: Physical mile­
posts end here, it is 4 miles/6.4 km to down­town V aider.)
Distance from Old Valdez (V) is followed 
by distance from Fairbanks IF). Physical 
mileposts begin northbound showing 
distance from Old Valdez.

V 0 F 364 (585.8 km) Milepost 0 of the Richardson Highway is located here at the former access road to Old Valdez.



CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

RESOLUTION NO. 97-34

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VALDEZ,
ALASKA, SUPPORTING HOUSE BILL 248, "AN ACT RELATING TO
NAMING EAST EGAN DRIVE"

WHEREAS, the Richardson Highway was Alaska's first road and has connected the 
City of Vaidez with the interior of Alaska for almost 100 years; and

WHEREAS, milepost 0 of the Richardson Highway was at the old Valdez City Dock;
and

WHEREAS, the Richardson Highway was extended from the Old Valdez town site 
to the new Valdez town site after the 1964 earthquake; and

WHEREAS, the milepost system was not changed after the extension of the 
Richardson Highway, and

WHEREAS, the current system for identifying locations along the Richardson 
Highway between Meals Avenue and the east end of Mineral Creek Loop is confusing; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 248 would rename the Richardson Highway between Meals 
Avenue and the east end of Mineral Creek Loop, lo East Egan Drive; and

WHEREAS, changing the name would allow locations along East Egan Drive to 
clarify their address.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THE CITY OF 
VALDEZ. ALASKA, that the Valdez City Council support House Bill 3, naming that 
portion of the Richardson Highway between Meals Avenue and the eau end of Mineral 
Creek Loop to "East Egan Drive "

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VALDEZ, 
ALASKA, this 21st day of April, 1997

CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA
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Totem Inn Inc 

P O. Box 648 

Valde?., A K  99686

April 16. 1997

Valdez Legislative Information Office 

State courthouse R o o m  13 

Valdez, A K  99686

Dear Representative K.ubina:

I would like to offer m y  support for the renaming of Ihe first few nules of 

the Richardson Hvvy. to East Egan Street.

The current mile post system starts 4 miles out of Valdez due to the

relocation of the town in 1964

The current addre^cs are 100 R ichardson h i g h w a v  134 Richardson H v w .  

ect. This is veiy often confused with mile 100 Richardson Ilwy and mile 

134 Richardson H w v  ect

This will help businesses on this street to propeil) identify as a downtown 

business and our K P S  packages wall not be lost

Best Regards

TOTfiL P.01
hPR-17-1997 09--13 035 2097 96* P.01
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M  C  H  Inc 

134 Richardson Hvsv.

Valdez, A K  99686 ’

Ap ril 16, 1997

Valdez Legislative Information Office 

State courthouse R o o m  13 

Valdez, A K  99686

D e a r  Representative K u b i n a

I would lif e to offer m y  support lor the renaming of Ihe first fen miles of 

the Richardson Hwv. to East Egan Street.

Ihe current mile post s>slem is not adequate and starts 4 miles out of Valdez 

due to the relocation of the town in 1964

M >  current address is ollcn confused with mile 134 on the Richardson H w .  

But I a m  actually in d o w n t o w n  Valdez.

Pais change needed

Sincere!}.

Connie Ballow 

sccretarv-treasurcr

P P R - 1 7 - 1 9 9 ?  0 9 : - 4 2 939. 2 0 9 7
TOTAL P . 01 

P . 01
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BILL N O :  H B  2 9 0

Revision Date: ____________________________________
Title: "An Act relating to motor vehicle license plates

for ranchers, farmers, and dairymen"__________

Dept. Affected: 
BRU:
Component:

Administration
Motor Vehicles
Field Services

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Representative Green
(H) TRANS COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 2151

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)
DPFRATINC fy  qq fy nn ____ f.y f h  _ FY 07 FY ns FY 04
PFRSDNAI SFRVICFS
TRAVFI
CCNTRACTIIAI
SI IPPI IPS
FDI IIPMFMT
I AMD A STRUCTURES
GRANTS Cl AIMS
MISCFI I AMFOI IS

..TOTAI OPFRATINfi f) n . . . .  0 0 0 0

CAPITA I FXPFNDmiRFS
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

Revenue Code
. . 0 (*) (*) (*) n n

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 Gc
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
TQTAI 0 0 0 0 0 _ . .. 0

Estimate of current year (FY 98) impact: S

FOSITIONS:
FULI -TIMF
PART-TIMF
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) This bill will allow corporations to register a vehicle using the farm and 
dairymen exemption. Currently farm vehicle registration fees aie $68.00 biennially. The fee for a corporation to register a 
vehicle is $100 to $400 biennially. This bill has the potential of less of general fund revenue. DMV is not able to determine the 
loss of revenue as it is not determined how many vehicles will meet the exemption and qualify for farm vehicle status under 
this bill.

Prepared By: Juanita M. Hensley Phone: 465-5648
Division: Motor Vehicles . Date: 2/19/98

Agency:
Approved by Commissioner; — Date:
A lonru1 Mnrk Rn\/pr Hfont nf Arimini<;tmtinn ' *

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office 
nevus* Page 1 of 1



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
O f f i c e  o t  ilie S e c r e t a r y

F O R  Y O U R  I M M E D I A T E  A T T E N T I O N

STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 213 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182 

(907) 465-3701 
FAX: 465-2832 

EMAIL: SGnate_secrelaryeLegis.slal8.ok.us

D A T E :  April 20, 1998

TO: Transportation Committee

(Senator Ward)

F R O M : Office of the Senate Secretary

The Senate President has added/changed the referral(s) on the following bill(s):

HOUSE B IL L  NO. 290 R E T R I E V E

Please give the bill file(s) to the page delivering this message. The hill file(s) will be 

returned to your Committee after the appropriate changes have been made.

Thank you.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
. ■

C AIM I Ol MUUOINC,
JUNEAU AlASKAM'iMOl IK!.-* f.HAMIMAf) .Hlhli.IAHV < OMMIfT. (■

V l C t  M i ,n t ii I n n  ■' *•

. V V.TlAt ,1 IIVH'.I •. (.< 'MM 11 II I
Ml MMf: i: ■ <, .)UUCI •. f.OMM" '! I

Hirt FUM AUDMI SS 
M, WF'jT -nil AVI Nln 

ANCHORAGE Al AJiKA 'J'j (MiI 
ff)07| VMIJII00 

tW7)251MH71 I AX

I INANUI ..UHOOMM'I II I :•
WP’i or r<»MMM<r.C a EuONOMm. 

tU Vrvul’Mi NT
Al Acs a r.oum r.vMrM

Represen tative Joe C1 reel 1
Pb.ria 10

TO: Senator Jerry Ward, Chairman

FR:

H B  290 - License plates t̂ r ranchers, farmers, and dairymenRE:

DATE: April 2, 1998

By request of one of our constituents I have introduced H B  290, which has been referred 
to your committee. H B  290 clarifies the definition of a person for the purposes of 
qualifying for the agricultural license plates offered by D M V .  The bill passed the House by 
a vote of 38-0.

Please schedule H B  290 for action in tire Senate Transportation Committee at the earliest 
opportunity.

Thank you.



Suit Cjj'iul 
Juneau, AK 99X01-1182 
Phone (V(>7) 46S-ti>->l)
Fax (907) *165*3766

J E R R Y  W A R D

7l6W.4lhAre„ Sic. 450 
Anchorage, AK99J0I-2I33 

Phone (£07) 25K*RI83 
Fax (907) 258-0820

145 Main S.rccl Loop 
Kcnai.AK (W>ll 

Phone <KJ7)283-7996 
Fax 1907) 283-3075

M a y  6, 1998

Senator Bert Sharp, Co-Chair 

Senator Drue Pearce, Co-Chair 

Senate Finance Committee 

State Capitol 

Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Senators Sharp and Pearce:

O n  April 28, the Senate Transportation Committee heard C S H B  290 with its 

accompanying zero fiscal note from the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV).

During the meeting, it was noted that ahhough the accompanying fiscal note reflected 

zero fiscal impact, the attached D M V  analysis indicated that there was the potential of 

loss of general fund revenue of an undetermined amount. A  member of the Senate 

Transportation Committee spoke to the fact that more and more fiscal notes are coming 

before committees reflecting zero fiscal impact but including attachments that say 

otherwise. Alaska Statute 24.08.035, which defines information that must be included in 

fiscal notes was referenced, and departmental adherence to the provisions of that statute 

for preparation of future fiscal notes was emphasized.

Following this discussion, a Transportation Committee Substitute was adopted and the 

legislation passed out of committee. As a result of the amendment made to this 

legislation, D M V  came back with yet another zero fiscal note with an attachment 

indicating a potential loss of revenue as high as $750,000. Again, this tremendous 

amount of money is not reflected in the fiscal note document. Additionally, it seems 

questionable that D M V  could not determine the dollar amount of lost revenue in the 

fiscal note for the original version of the bill, but was able to come up with the 

unreasonable dollar amount of $750,000 for the amended version.

The Senate Transportation Committee supports the passage of this legislation but 

questions D M V ’s estimate of the dollar amount of potential lost revenue. W e  would ask



Senate Finance Committee 

Page 2

that when this iegislation comes before the Finance Committee, that it be passed out of 

committee regardless of the attached fiscal note. Further, we request that the Finance 

Committee seriously question the department about their preparation of fiscal notes and 

instruct them to comply with the provisions set forth in A S  24.08.035 in the future.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

S E N A T O R  J E R R Y  W A R D ,  Chair 

Senate Transportation Committee
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CAPITOL UUILDING 
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INTERIM ADDRESS:
710 WEST 4TH AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Joe Green
District 10

Rg\/l5&C>

CHAIRMAN. JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
VICE CHAIRMAN. HEALTH. EDUCATION. 

& SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
MEMBER. RESOURCES COMMITTEE

FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEES: 
DEPT. OF COMMERCE A ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 
ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

S p o n s o r  Statement

H B  2 90 - License plates for farmers, ranchers, and dairymen

H B  290 clarifies the definition jf “person” in A S  28.10.181(h), a 

subsection of the vehicle code dealing with registration of agricultural 

vehicles, so that a person w h o  has incorporated their business can register 

certain vehicles as agricultural, as opposed to commercial.



c ircum stances th a t  are  inconsisten t w ith  the in te n t requ ired  un d e r 'a l  of this section to 
rem ain  a re s id e n t o f th is sta te . ch 67 SLA 1983)

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Jurisdiction over divorce action. — This sec- 'domicile" is defined as physic.il presence plus .ir,
lion docs not affect the common-law rule that Alaska intent to remain permanently Pento v Perito. 7515
courts have jurisdiction over a divorce action when P2d 895 1 Alaska 1988
one of the parties is dummied in Alaska, where

S ec . 01 .10 .060 . D e f in itio n s . In th e  laws of the s ta te , un less th e  context otherw ise 
requ ires ,

(1) “action" inc ludes any m a tte r  o r proceeding in a cou rt, civil or crim inal;
(2) “day tim e" m eans the period be tw een  su n rise  and  sun se t;
(3) “m onth" m ean s a ca lendar m on th  un less o th e rw ise  expressed ;
(4) “m un ic ip a lity” means a po litica l subdiv ision in co rpo ra ted  unde r th e  laws of th e 

s ta te  th a t  is a  hom e rule or g en e ra l law  city, a  home ru le  or g enera l law borough, or a 
un ified m un ic ip a lity ;

(5) “n igh ttim e"  m eans the period be tw een su n se t and  sun rise ;
(6) “oath" in c ludes affirm ation o r declara tion ;
(7) “peace officer" m eans
(A) an  officer of th e  s ta te  troopers;
(B) a  m em ber of the police force o f a m unicipality ;
(C) a  v illage public Bafety officer;
(D) a  U n ited  S ta te s  m arsha l or d epu ty  m arsh a l; and
(E) a n  officer whose duty it is to enforce and  p rese rve  th e  public peace;

- > ( 8 )  "p erson” inc ludes a co rpo ra tion , company, p a r tn e rsh ip , firm , association , o rgan iza­
tion , bu s in e ss  t r u s t , or society, as w ell as a n a tu ra l person ;

f9) “pe rson a l p roperty” includes money, goods, c h a tte ls , th ing s in action , and evidences 
of debt;

'1 0 1 “p rop erty " includes real an d  personal property ;
(11) “re a l p roperty" is coextensive w ith land , ten em en ts , and  hered itam en ts ;
1 12 > “s ig n a tu re "  or “subscrip tion" includes the m ark  o f a person who canno t w rite, w ith 

th e  nam e of th a t  person w ritten  n e a r  the m ark  by a w itn ess who w rites th e w itness’s own 
nam e n e a r  th e  nam e of the person  who canno t w rite; b u t a s ig n a tu re  or subscrip tion by 
m ark  can be acknow ledged or can  serve as a s ig n a tu re  or subscrip tion  to a sworn 
s ta te .n e n t on ly w hen two w itn esses so sign th e ir own nam es to th e  sworn s ta tem en t;

(13) “s ta te "  m ean s the S ta te  o f A laska un less app lied  to th e  d ifferen t p a rts of the 
U nited S ta te s  and  in the la t te r  case it includes th e  D istric t of Columbia and the 
te rrito rie s ;

<141 “w rit in g” includes p rin ting . t§ 4 ch 62 SLA 1962; am  § 2 ch 66 SLA 1965; am  § 10 
ch 117 SLA 1968; am  § 19 ch 74 SLA 19S5; am  § 1 ch 60 SLA 1990.

Revisor’s notes. — Reorganized in 1985 10 alpha- mg or, essentially a full-time oasis in that role. S»p- 
betize the defined terms. tember 18, 1977, Op. Att'y Gen.

Cross references. — For additional definition of Law enforcement officers within the category “poses 
‘peace officer", see AS 11.81.900(b); for listing of peace officers” aa used in present paragraph (7) include, bsrt 
officers for purposes of the Fish and Game Code, see arc not limited to, state troopers, fish and wfldWi 
AS 16.05.150; for a definition of "police officer", see AS protection officers and police officers employed by 
18.65.290. police departments of incorporated munidpalilis*.

Effect of amendments. — The 1990 amendment September 18, 1977, Op. Att'y Gen. 
rewrote paragraph (7). Law enforcement officers with limited police »•

Opinions of attorney general. — The statutory thority with respect to specific statutes or ordinarvee
framework of the Alaska Statutea viewed aa a whole are not police officers and are not necessarily peo»
contemplates that for any publicly employed law en- officers either, at leaat within the meaning of proseat
forcement officer to be considered a peace officer paragraph (7). September 18, 1977, Op. Att’y Gen.
within the meaning of present paragraph (7), he or Comparing the classification of “peace officer’ ^  
Bhc must be empowered with a full range of police present paragraph (7) with that of “police officer, ttl*
duties and authority and must be currently function- apparent that police officers, as defined in Af>


