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S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G IS L A T U R E

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
for

Senate R eso lu tion  - Relating to compensation of Holocaust victims and
survivors, their heirs, and Jew ish communities by the government of 

Sw itzerland and the Swiss banking industry

W ith  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th i s  r e s o iu t io n  A la s k a  is  jo in in g  a n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  
t h a t  a r e  c o n s id e r in g  o r  h a v e  a l r e a d y  e n a c te d  le g is la t io n  to  m o t iv a te  th e  S w is s  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  b a n k in g  in s t i t u t i o n s  to  r e le a s e  in f o r m a t io n  c o n c e r n in g  h o l d i n g s  o f  
i n d i v id u a l s  w h o  b e c a m e  v ic t im s  o f  th e  h o lo c a u s t ,  a n d  b r i n g  c lo s u r e  to  th i s  p a i n f u l  

c h a p t e r  in  h i s to r y .

W e  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  th e  S w is s  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  tw o  c o m m is s io n s  to  
i n v e s t i g a t e  i ts  w a r t im e  d e a l in g s  w i t h  i n d iv id u a l s  in  n a z i - o c c u p ie d  E u r o p e  a n d  h a s  
b e g u n  to  a c t  t o w a r d s  r e s o lu t io n  o f  th i s  is s u e . T h e  r e s o lu t io n  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e m  to  
c o n t i n u e  w i t h  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  u n c o v e r in g  th is  i n f o r m a t io n  th a t  h a s  b e e n  lo s t  fo r  
d e c a d e s .  T h e  r e s o lu t io n  a s k s  t h a t  a s  th is  i n f o r m a t io n  is  r e v e a le d ,  t h a t  c o m p e n s a t io n  
b e  m a d e  to  h o lo c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s  a n d  th e i r  h e ir s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t io n s ,  c o n ta c t  m y s e l f  o r  Je ff  M id g u a r d  o f  m y  s t a f f  a t  3 8 9 2 .
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S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G IS L A T U R E

MEMORANDUM

From:

To: Senator Lyda Green
Chair, Senate State Affairs Committee

Senator Dave

Date: February 12, 1998

Re: SR 1 -  Holocaust victim ’s compensation

I respectfu lly  request that you schedule SR 1 for a comm ittee hearing at your 
earliest convenience. SR 1 encourages the Swiss government and banking 
industry to release information on dormant accounts that may have belonged to 
individuals who were victim s o f the holocaust. W ith passage o f this legislation, 
A laska w ill be jo in ing a number o f other states that are considering, or have 
already enacted legislation, to help bring about a resolution to this painful 
chap ter in history.

W e recognize that the Swiss have begun to act on this matter, so on the advice 
o f national and international Jew ish organizations we are not calling for 
sanctions o f any kind. Rather, we are thanking the Sw iss fo r their progress so 
far, and encouraging them  to continue with disclosure o f the information, and 
finally, compensation to the victims and their heirs.
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M E M O R A N D U M

R E :  L o c a l  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  S R I .

• D a v i d  V a t z , ( P r e s i d e n t - C o n g r e g a t i o n  B e t h  S h a l o m )  2 0 0  W .  3 4 ™  # 1 8 8 ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  
9 9 5 0 3  p h  3 3 7 - 6 3 1 3

• J a m e s  &  R a c h e l  G o t t s t i e n ,  1 4 0 0  E  S T ,  A n c h o r a g e  A K  9 9 5 0 1
J a m e s  B .  G o t t s t i e n ,  L a w  o f f i c e s  o f  2 7 4  -  7 6 8 6

• G e o r g e  M o h r ,  P .O .  b o x  1 0 0 6 9 6  A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1  p h  3 3 3 - 4 6 0 1
• H a r r y  R o s e n f e l d ,  ( R a b b i - C o n g r e g a t i o n  B e t h  S h a l o m )  1 4 0 7  A n n a p o l i s  D r .  A n c h o r a g e ,  

A K  9 9 5 0 8  p h  5 6 6 - 3 6 0 0
• Y o s e f  G r e e n b e r g  ( R a b b i ) ,  1 2 1 0  E  2 6 t h  A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8  p h  2 7 9  -  1 2 0 0  

( A n c h o r a g e  J e w i s h  c e n t e r )
o G o r d o n  G l a s e r ,  2 7 6  -  3 4 1 6



T h e W orld  Je w ish  R e stitu tion  O rganization - W h o  W e A re h ttp ://ja -w zo .o rg .il/w jro /w how earc.h in il

I n  1 9 8 9 .  w i t h  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  r e g i m e s  in  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  a d v e n t  t o  
p o w e r  o f  G o v e r n m e n t s  c o m m i t t e d  to  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  a n d  t o  a  m a r k e t  e c o n o m y  m a n y  o f  w h i c h  
b e c a m e  p a r t i e s  t o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o n v e n t i o n s ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  w a s  l a i d  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  p r o b l e m  
o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  J e w i s h  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  t o  r e m i n d  t h e s e  G o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  w o r l d  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  
t i m e  h a s  a r r i v e d  t o  r e d r e s s  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e  e n o r m o u s  m a t e r i a l  w r o n g s  c a u s e d  t o  E a s t e r n  J e v / r y  d u r i n g  
t h e  H o l o c a u s t .

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1 9 93  t h e  l e a d i n g  W o r l d  J e w i s h  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  d e c i d e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
W o r l d  J e w i s h  R e s t i t u t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( W . J . R .O . )  T h e  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

T h e  J e w i s h  A g e n c y  f o r  I s r a e l

T h e  W o r l d  Z i o n i s t  O r g a n i z a t i o n

T h e  W o r l d  J e w i s h  C o n g r e s s

&  T h e  A m e r i c a n  J o i n t  D i s t r i b u t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  J e w i s h  M a t e r i a l  C l a i m s  a g a i n s t  G e r m a n y

B 'n a i  B r i t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

3€ T h e  A m e r i c a n  G a t h e r i n g  o f  J e w i s h  H o l o c a u s t  S u r v i v o r s

T h e  C e n t e r  o f  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  H o l o c a u s t  S u r v i v o r s  in  I s r a e l

3€ A g u d a t h  I s r a e l  W o r l d  O r g a n i z a t i o n  j o i n e d  W . J . R . O .  in  1 9 9 4

M r .  E d g a r  B r o n f m a n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  W o r l d  J e w i s h  C o n g r e s s  a c t s  a s  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  W . J . R .O . ' s  C o u n c i l .  
T h e  E x e c u t i v e  o f  W . J . R . O .  i s  c h a i r e d  b y  C o - C h a i r m a n  D r .  I s r a e l  S i n g e r  o f  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  Z v i  B a r a k  o f  
J e r u s a l e m ,  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  N a p h t a l i  L a v i e ,  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  E l i  S p a n i c .

T h e r e  is  a  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a g r e e m e n t  b e tw e e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  I s r a e l  a n d  t h e  W o r l d  J e w i s h  R e s t i t u t i o n  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  a d v a n c e  a n d  r e a c h  m u t u a l  g o a l s .

T h e  W o r l d  J e w i s h  R e s t i t u t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c l a im s :

a .  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  h e i r l e s s  a n d  u n c l a i m e d  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t o  t h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e ,  a s  t h e  l e g e l  h e i r  a n d  s u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e  e x t i n g u i s h e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  
a n d  a n n i h i l a t e d  p e o p l e ;

b . t o  a r r a n g e  p a y m e n t  o f  f u l l  c o m p e n s a t i o n s  in  c a s e s  w h e r e  r e s t i t u t i o n  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  a n d ,
c .  t o  a d v a n c e  t h e  r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s .

T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  l e g a l  a n d  m o r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  W o l d  J e w r y  in  r e g a r d  t o  c l a i m s  f o r
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T h e  W orld  Je w ish  R e stitu tio n  O rganization - W h o  W c  A rc http ://ju-w zo.org .il/w jro /w how eare.htm l

t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  J e w i s h  p r o p e r t i e s  in  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e ;  i t s  locus standi i s  a l s o  b a s e d  o n  t h e  v a r i o u s  
p r e c e d e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .

T h e  W o r l d  J e w i s h  R e s t i t u t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  r e g i s t e r e d  in  I s r a e l  a s  a  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( A m u t a )  in  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  L a w  o f  A m u t o t ,  1 980 .

W . J . R . O .  b e g a n  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  in  A p r i l  1 9 9 3 .  T h e  W . J . R . O .  o f f i c e  is  l o c a t e d  in  J e r u s a l e m ;

T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o p e r a t e s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  o n  t h r e e  l e v e l s : -

a .  N e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  c o u n t i i e s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t s  in  o r d e r  t o  r e a c h  a g r e e m e n t s  a n d  a s s u r e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e .

b . T h e  s i g n i n g  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t i e s  in  t h e  s a i d  c o u n t r i e s  in  o r d e r  
t o  p r e p a r e  a  u n i f i e d  f r o n t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  W . J . R . O .  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  J e w i s h  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t s .

c .  T h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c o m p u t e r i z e d  p r o p e r t y  f i l e ,  in  w h i c h  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  J e w i s h  c o m m u n a l  a n d  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y  in  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ,  w i l l  b e  c o m p i l e d .  
R e s e a r c h  i s  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  f o r  t h e  r e l e v a n t  m a t e r i a l  in  n a t i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  a r c h i v e s  a n d  l a n d  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e s ,  in  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  s u c h  a c c e s s  i s  p o s s i b l e .

A  l-'cldman Communica t ions (Fe ldcom  Ltd.) W eb  Site Production
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S t a t e m e n t  b y  A m b a s s a d o r  S t u a r t  E .  E i z e n s t a t  

U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  E c o n o m i c ,  B u s i n e s s  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l

A f f a i r s

a n d

S p e c i a l  E n v o y  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e  o n  P r o p e r t y  R e s t i t u t i o n

i n  C e n t r a l  a n d  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e

to the

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h e  R e c o v e r y  a n d  R e t u r n  o f  D o r m a n t  

H o l o c a u s t - R e l a t e d  S w i s s  B a n l c  A c c o u n t s  a n d  H i d d e n  A s s e t s

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  

D e c e m b e r  8 ,  1 9 9 8

I want to t h a n k  A l a n  Hevesi, the C o m p t r o l l e r  of the C i t y  of 
N e w  York, for his l e a d e r s h i p  on H o l o c a u s t  assets' issues and his 
i n i t i a t i v e  in c o n v e n i n g  this i m p o r t a n t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference.
I a l s o  want to p a y  t r i b u t e  to the m a n y  i m p o r t a n t  state and local 
o f f i c i a l s  who have come h e r e  t o d a y  to d e m o n s t r a t e  their concern  
for t hese i s s u e s —  and for the i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  f a m ilies living in 
the U n i t e d  States and e l s e w h e r e  whose lives have be en seared b y  
the Holocaust.

I regret very m u c h  that I cannot be w i t h  y o u  today as I h ad 
p l a n n e d  b e f o r e  the Presid ent a s k e d  m e  to lead  o u r  n e g o t i a t i n g  
t e a m  to the global c l i m a t e  c h ange c o n f e r e n c e  in Kyoto. I also 
w a n t e d  to be here with two p e o p l e  who h a v e  done so much to b r i n g  
H o l o c a u s t  assets issues to the a t t e n t i o n  of the w o r l d —  a nd to 
p u t  t h e m  on the a g en das of g o v e r n m e n t s  in d o z e n s  of countries: 
E d g a r  B r o n f m a n  and S e n a t o r  A 1  D'Amato. It is n o  e x a g g e r a t i o n  to 
say that without t he ir e n e r g y  and tenacity, we w o u l d  not have 
m a d e  such e x t r a o r d i n a r y  strides t o w ards e s t a b l i s h i n g  the truth 
and a c h i e v i n g  justice for H o l o c a u s t  survivors.

T o d ay's C o n f e r e n c e  is the s e c o n d  e v e n t  in one w e e k  which 
re f l e c t s  the g r o wing i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  on Holocau st assets 
issues. Just last week, I h e a d e d  the U.S. d e l e g a t i o n  to the 
h i s t o r i c  and remarkable  L o n d o n  Nazi G o l d  Conference, which 
br o u g h t  toget h e r  41 c o u n t r i e s  to i l l u m i n a t e  long o b s cured facts 
f r o m  that d a r k  c h a p t e r  in history. E n o r m o u s  p r o g r e s s  was made in 
c o o r d i n a t i n g  our r e s e a r c h  efforts, a d d r e s s i n g  d i f f icu lt 
m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  issues, a n d  u r ging all p a r t i c i p a t i n g  cou ntries to 
o p e n  the ir archives and m a k e  their r e c o r d s  fully available.

The L ondon C o n f e r e n c e  also c r y s t a l l i z e d  the consensus that 
it is not only the truth which must be estab lished, but justice 
w h i c h  m u s t  be done, a n d  done urgently, if we a^e to help the



su r v ivors of the H o l o c a u s t  a n d  h o n o r  its victims. That eme rging 
conse n s u s  was g i v e n  c o n c r e t e  shape at the outset of the 
Co n f e r e n c e  w i t h  the l aunch of a Fund t h r oug h the T r i p a r t i t e  Gold  
C o m m i s s i o n  to b e n e f i t  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s  in Central and E a ster n 
Europe.

The c o n v e n i n g  of today's C o n f e r e n c e  is yet another 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of this c o m m i t m e n t  to t r u t h  and justice. The fact 
that so m a n y  state and local o f f i c i a l s  h a v e  come together -from 
ac r o s s  A m e r i c a  i tself sends a m e s s a g e  of the depth and b r e a d t h  of 
o u r  n ation's d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to do w h a t  we can to advance this 
c a u s e .

Our m e s s a g e  t o d a y  is that we stand together. We share the 
same specific goal of e n s u r i n g  the full c o o p e r a t i o n  of the Swiss 
b anks in doing a b s o l u t e l y  e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  to i d e ntify  and 
m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  the dor mant a c c o u n t s  of Ho locaust v i c tims and 
survivors. We share the same keen sense of urgency that the 
p r o c e s s  now u n d e r w a y  must c o n t i n u e  to move forward, in the most 
e xpedi t i o u s  and t r a n s p a r e n t  way, so the in dividuals and families 
a f f e c t e d  can have c o n f i d e n c e  that j u stice is being done.

W h i l e  we stand t o g e t h e r  in p u r s u i t  of the same goals, we 
h a v e  room to d ebate t o g e t h e r  the tactics which can best be 
p u r s u e d  to achieve our goals. In r ecent weeks I have s ha red with 
some of y^u m y  c o n cerns about the w i s d o m  o f  imposing state and 
local s anctions against Swiss banks. As you conside r v a rious 
options, I urge you to w e i g h  c a r e f u l l y  two important sets of 
facts: the steps b e i n g  taken right n o w  by the U nited States 
G overnment; and those bein g t a k e n  b y  S w i t z e r l a n d  to address these 
issues. I hope that when you w e i g h  these facts against the grave 
risks of imposi ng sanctions, you will conclud e that imp ortant 
p r o g r e s s  is being m a d e  at last a n d  that further p u blic p r e s s u r e  

w o u l d  be counter-produ ctive.

Steps by the U.S. Govern m e n t

Since the fall of 1996, I have led an i n teragency effort on 
b e h a l f  of the C l i nton A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to get to the b o t t o m  of the 
H o l o c a u s t  assets issues w h i c h  h a v e  come to be r eferred to in 
s h o r t h a n d  as "Nazi G o l d . "  We w e r e  i n s p i r e d  to launch this 
initia t i v e  in large part b e c a u s e  of the spotlight that Edgar 
B r o n f m a n  and S e n ato r D'Amato in particular, as well as 
C o n g r e s s m a n  J i m  Leach, have s h i n e d  so b r i g h t l y  on these issues.

Our goal was to e s t a b l i s h  the facts about the p o l icie s and 
actions of the United States and o u r  A llies in two respects: 
first, our efforts to den y Nazi G e r m a n y  the economic c a p a c i t y  to 
wage war; second, our p o s t w a r  e f f o r t s  to recover the assets



lo o t e d  b y  the Nazis d u r i n g  the W a r  a n d  to c o m p e n s a t e  c o u n t r i e s  
a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  v i c t i m s  f r o m  w h o m  t h e s e  assets h a d  b e e n  stolen. 
These assets i n c l u d e d  m o n e t a r y  g o l d  l o ot ed f r o m  the c e ntral  b a n k s  
of o c c u p i e d  countries, G e r m a n  p r o p e r t y  b l o c k e d  in m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  
at the e n d  of the War, victims' p r o p e r t y  w h i c h  was s to len o r  
e x p ropriat ed, a n d  o t h e r  h e i r l e s s  and u n c l a i m e d  assets of 
H o l o c a u s t  victims.

This was a f o r m i d a b l e  task, but o n  the b asis of a m a s s i v e  
n u m b e r  of d o c u m e n t s  a n d  t h e  t i r eless w o r k  of d e d i c a t e d  p u b l i c  
s e r vants in the State D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  ten o ther  federal agencies, 
we p r o d u c e d  a p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d y  last May. The results o f  our 
report, U.S. and Allied Efforts to Recover and Restore Gold and 
Other Assets Stolen or Hidden by Germany during- World War II, 
has b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  b y  new r e s e a r c h  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  h i s t o r i a n s  in 
m a n y  of the c o u n t r i e s  in question, i n c l u d i n g  Switzerland.

O u r  report e s t a b l i s h e d  s e ver al central sets of facts:

• First, we found that the G e r m a n  R e i c h s b a n k  k n o w ingly 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  into its g o l d  r e s erves l ooted m o n e t a r y  g o l d  f r o m  
the g o v e r n m e n t s  of c o u n t r i e s  o c c u p i e d  b y  the Nazis. This was 
a c o n s c i o u s  p o l i c y  and a m a j o r  m e a n s  of fina ncing the War.

• Second, we f o l l o w e d  the m o n e y  trail, and saw that vast a m ounts  
left the R e i c h s b a n k  a n d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  the Swiss N a t i o n a l  B a n k  
a n d  o t h e r  S wiss banks, a n d  to a l e s s e r  extent, t h rough the 
o t h e r  c o u n t ries that r e m a i n e d  n e u t r a l  thro ugh m o s t  or all of 
the War. In this w a y  in particular, S w i t z e r l a n d ' s  e c o n o m i c  
links w i t h  Nazi G e r m a n y  j layed a p i v o t a l  role.

o Third, we c o n c l u d e d  that m a n y  of these neutr als facilitated, 
even until late in the War, the Nazi w a r  effort b y  e x c h a n g i n g  
g o l d  for the h a r d  c u r r e n c y  r e q u i r e d  to p u r c h a s e  c r i t i c a l  goods 
a n d  by s u p p l y i n g  the G e r m a n s  w i t h  c r i t i c a l  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  ball 
b e a r i n g s  a n d  iron ore to w o l f r a m  and chromium.

• Fourth, we d e m o n s t r a t e d  c o n c l u s i v e l y  that some v i c t i m  g o l d —  
g o l d  c o n f i s c a t e d  or e x t r a c t e d  b r u t a l l y  from v i c tims of Nazi 
persecution, i n c l u d i n g  those  sent to c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s —  was 
i n c l u d e d  in gold that e n d e d  up in n e u t r a l  countries.

• Finally, we also c o n c l u d e d  that a sad c o m b i n a t i o n  of 
i n d i f f e r e n c e  on the p a r t  of the neutral nation s and 
c o n f l i c t i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  and i n a c t i o n  on the part of the Allies, 
i n c l u d i n g  the U n i t e d  States, r e s u l t e d  in an insuff i c i e n t  
effort to r e c o v e r  the l o o t e d  g o l d  a n d  other  G e r m a n  assets from 
the n e u t r a l  countries. Moreover, not n e a r l y  e nough was done 
to use those assets to b e n e f i t  the survi v i n g  victims of the



Wa r  and the Holocaust. Fortunately, the i m p a c t  of our report 
a n d  others w h i c h  h a v e  f o l l o w e d - -  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  the co mbi n e d  
e n e r g y  and e f f or ts o f  m a n y  p r i v a t e  c i t izens  a n d  g r o u p s —  are 
finally  b r e a k i n g  t h ro ugh this past co mplacency.

A m o n g  the m a n y  reports o f f e r e d  at the L o n d o n  C o n f e r e n c e  
w h i c h  c o n f i r m e d  o u r  f u n d a m e n t a l  findings, the m o s t  d r a m a t i c  was 
the frank and c o u r a g e o u s  p r e l i m i n a r y  g o l d  report p r e s e n t e d  b y  
S w i t z e r l a n d ' s  B e r g i e r  Commission. Its report e s t a b l i s h e d - e v e n  
h i g h e r  figures for gold l o o t e d  from central b a n k s  and individuals 
p a s s i n g  through to S w i t z e r l a n d  from Nazi Germany.

We are c o m p l e t i n g  a s e c o n d  report that will focus in g r e a t e r  
d etail on the w a r t i m e  n e u t r a l s  and n o n - b e l l i g e r e n t s  other than 
S w i t z e r l a n d —  on Argentina, Portugal, Spain, S w e d e n  a n d  T u r k e y —  
in terms of their w a r t i m e  e c o n o m i c  links with N a z i  G e r m a n y  and 
A l l i e d  efforts b o t h  d u r i n g  a n d  after the War to t r a c k  and 
r e s t i t u t e  looted assets. This s ec ond report will not 
f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a l t e r  the key c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  in the first 
r e p o r t —  either w i t h  respect to the i m p o r t a n t  role of these 
e c o n o m i c  links to the G e r m a n  w a r  effort, or the m i x e d  record, at 
best, on the part of the A l l i e s  in n e g o t i a t i n g  the r e turn of 
l o o t e d  assets after the War.

The U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  is c o m m i t t e d  to c o n t i n u i n g  its research 
on the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  our c o u n t r y  and H o l o c a u s t  assets, 
f o c u s i n g  in p a r t i c u l a r  on the fate of H o l o c a u s t  victims' assets 
here in the U n i t e d  States. We will also c o n t i n u e  to c o o r d i n a t e  
our r e s e a r c h  efforts w i t h  o t h e r  countries. Last w e e k  in London,
I a n n o u n c e d  the w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  the U.S. H o l o c a u s t  M e m orial 
C o m m i s s i o n  to host a follow-oi c o n f e r e n c e  in the la te spring of 
next year that will focus l a r g e l y  on assets issues o t h e r  than 
g o l d —  in cluding c o m m u n a l l y - o w n e d  a n d  p r i v a t e  property, 
insurance, securities, bonds a n d  art works.

We have also w o r k e d  h a r d —  and so far s u c c e s s f u l l y —  not 
o n l y  to e s t a b l i s h  the h i s t o r i c a l  re cord but to m a k e  c o n cret e 
contr i b u t i o n s  to justice. That is w h y  we have f o c u s e d  so 
i n t e n t l y  on w o r k i n g  with B r i t a i n  in p a r t i c u l a r  to c l o s e  out the 
T r i p a r t i t e  Gold C o m m i s s i o n  after five decades. The new Holocaust 
survivors fund l a u n c h e d  by the U n i t e d  States a n d  B r i t a i n  last 
week in L ondon has a l r e a d y  a t t r a c t e d  p l e d g e s  of support f r o m  nine 
c o u n t r i e s —  and we b e l i e v e  m o r e  coun tries will follow. These 
include countries w hich were  n e u t r a l  d u r i n g  the War, others which 
were among our Allies, and still others w h i c h  w e r e  o v e r r u n  and 
occupied, as well as some w h i c h  are f o r s w e a r i n g  t h e i r  right to 
gold in the TGC go ld pool in order to p e r f o r m  an act of justice.
The new Fund can be used to assist H o l o c a u s t  sur vi v o r s  in Central 
and Eastern E u r o p e —  the "double v i c t i m s "  who were not o n l y  
p e r s e c u t e d  b y  the Nazis but given little or n o  c o m p e n s a t i o n



d u r i n g  the long, h a r d  years o f  c o m m u n i s t  rule, and o ther 
s u r v i v o r s  who have r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  or nothing.

Last w e e k  I a n n o u n c e d  the d e c i s i o n  b y  the U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  to 
d e p o s i t  $4 m i l l i o n  in the Fund as a d o w n  p a yment on what we hope, 
w i t h  the support o f  Congress, w i l l  be a $25 m i l l i o n  contri b u t i o n  
o v e r  three years. We have d e c i d e d  to take this action, even 
t h o u g h  we have no c l a i m  on the g o l d  in the T G C  g o l d  pool, because  
of the light that r e cent r e s e a r c h  has sh ed on the origins ’of the 
pool; b e c a u s e  of o u r  own a c t i o n s  and i n a c t i o n s  a fte r the War, 
h o w e v e r  w e l l-intention ed, in f a i l i n g  to n e g o t i a t e  the r e s t i t u t i o n  
of as m u c h  looted g o l d  as we s h o u l d  have; a n d  b e c a u s e  of the 
u r g e n t  n e e d  to h e l p  assist n e e d y  H o l o c a u s t  survivors.

Of course, it is not just the E x e c u t i v e  B ranch that is 
t a c k l i n g  H o l o cau st assets i s sues  head-on. The S ena te a n d  the 
H o u s e  B a n k i n g  C o m m i t t e e s  have l e d  the way, b e g i n n i n g  with 
r e s e a r c h  and b r e a k t h r o u g h  h e a r i n g s  into the issues of dormant 
S wiss accounts and Nazi Gold. S e n a t o r  D ' A mato and C h a i r m a n  Leach 
in the House have p u t  the focus w h e r e  it s h o u l d  be: on achi e v i n g  
m a x i m u m  justice in the m i n i m u m  a m ount of time to b e nefit 
s u r v i v o r s  before time runs out. A n d  t h e y  are a c h i e v i n g  results.

Steps b y  S w i t z e r l a n d

In a d d i t i o n  to c o n s i d e r i n g  all t h e s e  steps b e i n g  taken b y  
the U.S. Government, I also u r g e  you to c o n s i d e r  c a r e f u l l y  the 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  series of steps taken b y  S w i t z e r l a n d  o v e r  the last 
y e a r  since it w a r t i m e  role has b e e n  in the gla re of w o r l d

attention. I b e l i e v e  what is less i m p o r t a n t  now is what
S w i t z e r l a n d  or a ny other c o u n t r y  d i d —  or did not d o —  h a l f  a 
c e n t u r y  ago than what it or a n y  other c o u n t r y  is finally, howeve r 
b elatedly, doing t o d a y  to face its h i s t o r y  h o n e s t l y  a n d  to meet
its responsibi lities. T h e r e  is no q u e s t i o n  that in the
i n t e r v e n i n g  years, the n e g a t i v e  a s p e c t s  of S w i t z e r l a n d ' s  record 
e s c a p e d  serious scrutiny. But t here is also no question, in m y  
judgment, that over the last year, S w i t z e r l a n d  has b e e n  m o v i n g  in 
the right d i r e c t i o n  to face its h i s t o r y  and to do justice.

Let m e  b r i e f l y  r e v i e w  the i m p o r t a n t  strides that Switze r l a n d  
has m a d e  over the last y e a r  on several fronts.

First, S w i t z e r l a n d  is u n d e r t a k i n g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  and 
c o u r a g e o u s  effort to face its p a s t  h o n e s t l y  and d e b a t e  these 
i ssue s openly. Last March, Swi ss P r e s ident  K o l l e r  c a lled for a 
" merci l e s s  search for the t r u t h , "  and the search has been 
m e r c i l e s s  indeed. As i n d i c a t e d  above, the d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
h i s t o r i c a l  c ommissio n h e a d e d  b y  P r o f e s s o r  J e a n - F r a n c o i s  Bergier 
p r e s e n t e d  its initial report on S w i t z e r l a n d ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with



Nazi Gol d to the L o n d o n  C o n f e r e n c e  last w i t h  week. The B e r g i e r  
C o m m i s s i o n  i n c l u d e s  e m i n e n t  s c h o l a r s  of the Holocaust, i n c l uding 
the former c h i e f  h i s t o r i a n  of the U.S. H o l o c a u s t  M e m orial Museum.

The C o m m i s s i o n ' s  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  the great 
i n t e grity a n d  p r o b i t y  of the B e r g i e r  effort, and we look f o r w a r d  
to its f u r t h e r  work. In a d d i t i o n  to a final r e p o r t  on gold, this 
r e s e a r c h  will i n c l ude S w i t z e r l a n d ' s  r e f u g e e  p o l i c y  (expected in 
the first h a l f  of 1998) a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t ween 
S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  Nazi G e r m a n y  b e t w e e n  1933 a n d  1945. No other 
c o u ntry has u n d e r t a k e n  such an a m b i t i o u s  effort to e x am ine this 
p e r i o d  in its history.

Second, the m a j o r  c o m m e r c i a l  Swiss banks, t o g e t h e r  with 
o ther p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  firms a n d  the Swiss N a t ional  Bank, have so 
far c o n t r i b u t e d  n e a r l y  5200 m i l l i o n  to a Special H o l o c a u s t  Fund 
to assist n e e d y  survivors. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of p r o m i n e n t  J e wis h 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  are on its Board. T h e  Fu nd m a d e  its first 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  just t h r e e  weeks ago to "double v i c t i m s "  of both 
Nazi and c o m m u n i s t  p e r s e c u t i o n  in Latvia.

Last March, the S w i s s  G o v e r n m e n t  p r o p o s e d  a s o l i d a r i t y  
F o u n d a t i o n  w i t h  an e n d o w m e n t  o f  54.7 b i l l i o n  that would g e n e r a t e  
about 5200 m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y  to assist h u m a n i t a r i a n  causes a r o u n d  
the world, i n c l u d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  to v i c t i m s  of g e n o c i d e  such as 
the Holocaust. C r e a t i o n  of the S o l i d a r i t y  Foundation  w o u l d  be an 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  step b y  a n y  n a t i o n  a n d  will d e p e n d  on its a p p r o v a l  
by the Swiss p e o p l e  in a n a t i o n a l  referendum.

Third, c o n c r e t e  p r o g r e s s  is n o w  f i nally b e i n g  m a d e  in the 
trag c a l l y  o v e r d u e  e f f o r t  to l o c a t e  and r e tu rn dormant a c c ounts  
to their rightf ul owners. S i n c e  the Senate B a n k i n g  C o m m i t t e e  
h e a r i n g  that S e n a t o r  D ' A m a t o  c h a i r e d  in A p r i l  1996, a p r o c e s s  was 
l a u nched and real r e s u l t s  h a v e  b e g u n  to be felt. In this period, 
the Swiss b a n k s  have  a u t h o r i z e d  a n d  funded an indepe n d e n t  audit 
to i d e n t i f y  a n d  p u b l i s h  lists of d o r m a n t  a c c o u n t s  from the 
H o l o caust era.

Several h u n d r e d  f o r e n s i c  a u d i t o r s  have been w o rking under 
the o v e r s i g h t  of a C o m m i t t e e  o f  E m i n e n t  Persons h e a d e d  b y  former 
Federal R e s e r v e  B o a r d  C h a i r m a n  Paul Volcker, w h ose task it is to 
check on the r e s e a r c h  into d o r m a n t  a c c o u n t s  and on the claims 
process that has also  b e e n  e s tab lished. A u d i t o r s  from A r t h u r  
Andersen, K P M G  Peat Marwick, a n d  P rice W a t e r h o u s e  are h e l p i n g  
them c a r r y  out this d i f f i c u l t  task. Sin ce July, the overall 
process has led to the p u b l i c a t i o n  of s e v eral lists of thousands 
of names a t t a c h e d  to d o r m a n t  a c c o u n t s  in dozens of n ewspa p e r s  
around the world, as well as o n  the Internet.
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A s t r u c t u r e  is a l s o  b e i n g  p u t  in place tc p r o c e s s  c laims 
f r o m  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s  and t h e i r  heirs on an e x p e d i t e d  basis. 
D i s b u r s e m e n t s  are to b e g i n  shortly, with a t a r g e t  date of 
D e c e m b e r  1998 set for c o m p l e t i o n  of this process. An Indepe n d e n t  
C l a i m s  R e s o l u t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n  has b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  to s u p e r v i s e  
the p r o c e s s i n g  of these claims, a n d  to ensure that all claims 
will be given a fair hearing. A d j u s t m e n t s  will a l s o  be m a d e  to 
d o rma nt a c coun t b a l a n c e s  to e n s u r e  a fair rate of i n t eres t has 
been p a i d  and a p p r o p r i a t e  fees assessed, on the b a s i s  of - 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b y  i n d e p e n d e n t  experts.

We c o n t i n u e  to u r g e  the Swiss banks to do e v e r y t h i n g  
p o s s i b l e  both to c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  into d o r m a n t  
accounts, and to e x p e d i t e  the c laims process. I w a n t  to 
a c k n o w l e d g e  the e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  h e l pful w o r k  that has b e e n  done 
b y  C o m p t r o l l e r  H e vesi  in N e w  Y o r k  City, a n d  b y  m a n y  others 
p r e s e n t  today, to e n s u r e  that c l a i mants  are a w a r e  of these 
d e v e l o p m e n t s  and know h o w  to submit their claims. This is truly 

g o v e r n m e n t  at its best.

The Role of S a n c t ions

E v e r y  e m o t i o n  and e v e r y  r e a s o n  compels us to e m p a t h i z e  and 
respect the e n o r m o u s  f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d  b i t t e r n e s s  of s u r v i v i n g  
H o l o c a u s t  v i ctims a n d  t h e i r  heirs. The fact is that it has taken 
m o r e  than 50 y ears for m a n y  of their claims to be t a k e n  
seriously; the u n f a t h o m a b l e  t r a g e d y  and trauma of the H o l o c a u s t  
was c o m p o u n d e d  b y  the u n n e c e s s a r y  in diff e r e n c e  a n d  i n j u s t i c e  of 
this treatment. But we m u s t  not let our anger, a n d  our 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to act, t o  lead us to take steps that w o u l d  slow 
the p o s i t i v e  m o m e n t u m  that has f i n a l l y  been g e n e r a t e d  a n d  w o u l d  
underm ine the p r o s p e c t s  for f u rther progres s in the m o n t h s  ahead. 
Our c h a l l e n g e  is not to t e m p e r  that anger, but to c h a n n e l  that 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  into a c o u r s e  of a c t i o n  that will best p r o d u c e  the 
results w h i c h  we all desire.

It c annot be g a i n s a y e d  that the glare of p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  
p l a y e d  a role in s t i m u l a t i n g  p u b l i c  a ction taken b y  the Swiss.
But E c c l e s i a s t e s  t e a ches us "to e v e r y t h i n g  th ere is a s e a s o n . "
The Swiss have  done so m u c h  and have g otten so l ittle  c r e d i t  that 
it is far f r o m  the t i m e  or s eason for sanctions. We s h o u l d  be 
a p p l a u d i n g  S w i t z e r l a n d ' s  a c tions and e n c o u r a g i n g  its c o n t i n u e d  
progress. C o n d e m n i n g  the Swiss can only d i s c o u r a g e  them f r o m  
m o v i n g  on with  the truly r e m a r k a b l e  steps t h e y  are taking.

The results we desire, once again, are clear: t le fullest 
p o s s i b l e  list of d o r m a n t  accounts; the most rigor ous and 
transp a r e n t  p o s s i b l e  a u d i t i n g  p r o cess in c o m p i l i n g  the lists; the 
most a c c e s s i b l e  ways of p u b l i s h i n g  these lists; the most



e x p e d i t e d  p o s s i b l e  c l a i m s  p r o c e s s  in p r o v i d i n g  m o n e y  to the 
v i c t i m s  and their heirs; and t h e  g r e a test and s w i f t e s t  p o s s i b l e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to H o l o c a u s t  survivors, e s p e c i a l l y  in C e n t r a l  and 
E a s t e r n  Europe. M o s t  fundamentally, the r e sult we all d esire is 
justice. As S e c r e t a r y  A l b r i g h t  said in B e r n  last month, "We 
s t r i v e  not for p e r f e c t  j u s t i c e  w h i c h  is b e y o n d  o u r  power, but 
r a t h e r  for the b e s t  p o s s i b l e  j u s t i c e  w h i c h  is w i t h i n  our p o w e r  to 
a c h i e v e . "

W e i g h i n g  the p r o g r e s s  that S w i t z e r l a n d  is m a k i n g  a n d  the 
r e s u l t s  which we are d e t e r m i n e d  to see, it c o n t i n u e s  to be m y  
j u d g m e n t  that state a n d  local sanct i o n s  are not o n l y  u n w a r r a n t e d  
but w o u l d  be c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e .  As a m a t t e r  o f  g e n e r a l  
p rinciple, I see l ittle w i s d o m  i. i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e  just w h e n  
p r o g r e s s  is f i n a l l y  b e i n g  m a d e  ar.J just w h e n  t h e  d e s i r e d  results 
a r e  f i n a l l y  w i t h i n  reach. In terms of the s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n  in 
Switzerland, I see n o t h i n g  p o s i t i v e  to be g a i n e d  f r o m  taking 
steps w h i c h  wil l u n d e r m i n e  the w i l l i n g n e s s  of the S w iss p e o p l e  
an d  the a b i l i t y  of S w i t z e r l a n d ' s  d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  to 
t r a n s l a t e  this y e a r ' s  p r o g r e s s  into next y e ar's f u r t h e r  results.

Let me e m p h a s i z e  that I a p p r e c i a t e  that s u c h  m e a s u r e s  are 
i n t e n d e d  to a d d r e s s  the just concerns and to a d v a n c e  the 
l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e s t s  of a n u m b e r  of A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  in a d d i t i o n  
to o thers a r o u n d  the world. Moreover, I wel l r e c o g n i z e  the 
a u t h o r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of state and local g o v e r n m e n t  
o f f i c i a l s  to d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  o w n  i n v e s t m e n t  and proc urement, 
p o l i c i e s  and p r ioritie s. At the same time, I b e l i e v e  in the 
a b i l i t y  of o u r  great federal democracy, d e s p i t e  o c c a s i o n a l  
tensions, to p u r s u e  the a p p r o p r i a t e  course of a c t i o n  at the 
a p p r o p r i a t e  level of g o v e r n m e n t  c onsistent w i t h  our n a t i o n a l  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  obligations.

I also b e l i e v e  that p o l i c i e s  and acti ons a i m e d  o u t side the 
U n i t e d  States are best u n d e r t a k e n  b y  the f e d e r a l  government.
S u c h  actions at the state and local level can have  u n i n t e n d e d  
c o n s e q u e n c e s . T h e y  can s e r i o u s l y  c o m p l i c a t e  our b i l a t e r a l  
r e l a t i o n s  and u n d e r c u t  o u r  n e g o t i a t i n g  a b i l i t y  an d credibility. 
T h e y  can h a r m  our l o n g - t e r m  b u s i n e s s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and our 
o v e r a l l  n a t i o n a l  interests.

M y  e x p e r i e n c e  h e l p i n g  c o o r d i n a t e  our s a n c t ions p o l i c i e s  with 
our a l l i e s  and friends, and s e e i n g  the effect that s a n c ti ons can 
have on both o ur d i p l o m a t i c  and commercial  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r o u n d  
the world, has m a d e  me c a u t i o u s  when it comes to i m p o s i n g  
s a n c t i o n s - -  i n c l u d i n g  those at the state and local level.

Clearly, there are some e x c e p t i o n s  w h e r e  state and local 
s a n c t i o n s  can n o t  o n l y  d r a m a t i c a l l y  express the s t r o n g  views of 
Americans, but also e f f e c t i v e l y  advance  goals that are consis t e n t
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with our n a t i o n ' s  values and interests. A  p o w e r f u l  example of 
such an e x c e p t i o n  is the set of m e a s u r e s  i m p o s e d  across America, 
m o s t l y  in the Eighties, i n t e n d e d  to help  d i s l o d g e  a p a r t h e i d  in 
South Africa. The fact that t h o s e  s a n c t i o n s  w e r e  also e n a c t e d  by 
Co n g r e s s  as U.S. policy, and that t h e y  w e r e  c o m p l e m e n t e d  by 
m u l t i l a t e r a l  s a n c t i o n s  i m p o s e d  b y  d i f f e r e n t  entities, i n c l u d i n g  
the U n i t e d  Nations, to express the will of m u c h  of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community, m a d e  t h o s e  state a n d  local efforts 
u n u s u a l l y  effective. We have n o t h i n g  r e m o t e l y  of the kind with 
S w i t z e r l a n d —  n o r  s h o u l d  we.

It is c r i t i c a l  t h a t  a n y  state and local sanctions, on any 
subject, are framed in ways to be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  U.S. foreign 
p o l i c y  o b j e c t i v e s  and w i t h  our c o m m i t m e n t s  t h r o u g h  the W o r l d  
Trade O r g a n i z a t i o n  and w i t h  the full range of o u r  internati onal 
t r e aties and agreements. In the case of Switzerland, it is also 
critica l to recall that S w i t z e r l a n d  remains an imp ortant econ omic 
partner. S a n c tions and b o y c o t t s  a g ainst S w i s s  ban ks are also at 
c r o s s - p u r p o s e s  with o u r  efforts to m a i n t a i n  o p e n  w o r l d  m a rk ets in 
the v ital f i n a nc ial service s sector.

As y o u  assess your options w i t h  r e spect to H o l o caust 
s u r v ivors and the Swiss banks, I ask you to c o n s i d e r  these 
serious A m e r i c a n  interests. E v e n  more, I a s k  y o u  to c o n s i d e r  the 
m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  means to a c h i e v e  the swift justice, however 
b e l a t e d  and b ittersweet, w h i c h  we all seek. I a s k  you to w eigh 
c a r e f u l l y  w h e t h e r  any a c t i o n  y ou take m a y  be m e t  w i t h  a reaction 
in S w i t z e r l a n d  which m a y  i mpede  f u rth er progress.

At the same time, I urge you to m a i n t a i n  y o u r  interest in
these issues, to conti nue to m o n i t o r  deve lo p m e n t s ,  .->nd to
c o n t inue to do e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  to help y o u r  cc..stituents gain 
what is r i g h t l y  theirs. The w o r k  b e i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  not o n l y  by
the N e w  Y o r k  C o m p t r o l l e r  but also, for example, b y  the National
A s s o c i a t i o n  of I n s u ranc e C o m m i s s i o n e r s  to h o l d  local h e a rings and 
to look into the q u e s t i o n  of p o s s i b l e  H o l o c a u s t  v i c t i m - r e l a t e d  
claims is e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  constructive. I u r g e  you to direct 
your e n e r g i e s  into e x a m i n i n g  the issue of d o r m a n t  accounts in 
U.S. banks  w h i c h  r e v erted to the states a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  II.

We in the U nit ed States have a u nique r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a 
rare o p p o r t u n i t y  to help concl u d e  the u n f i n i s h e d  bus in e s s  of the 
m i d d l e  of this c e n t u r y  by the end of the century. It xs 
d i s p i r i t i n g  that it has taken us and the w o r l d  so long to focus 
and to act. But it is i n s p i r i n g  that so m u c h  p r o g r e s s  is being 
m a d e  across the genera t i o n s  to r e c t i f y  the i n j u s t i c e s  of the past 
while the l i v i n g  can still find some comfort. That p r o g r e s s  can 
go f o r w a r d  if pe ople of goo d will on both s ides of the A t l a n t i c  
c o n tinue to d e m o n s t r a t e  both coura ge a nd judgment, commitment and 
restraint, in just and reason a b l e  proportion.
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Leg isla tion by the 105th Congress Relevant to Holocaust V ictim s' Assets
S. 1564/HR 2591: Holocaust Victims Redress Act

Purpo se  o f  the Legislation : T he  Ac t (1) au thorizes the Pres iden t to com m it the US to contr ibu te up to $25 million over 
three years  to an in ternational fund to benefit Ho locaust surv ivors , (2) au thor izes the Pres iden t to com m it  $5 million for 
a rch ival research  and translation services to assist in the resti tution o f  assets looted o r  ex to rted from vic t ims o f  the 
Holocaust ,  and (3) comm its  the Congress  to seek appropr ia te means  for addressing the issue o f  rest i tu t ing private 
property , includ ing works o f  art.

S tatus: S. 1564 passed the Sena te  and House and  is expected to be signed into law.
Key Suppor te rs :  Sen. D 'Amato  (R -NY), Reps. Leach (R-IA), G ilm an  (R-NY).

S. Con. Res. 39 Expressing the Sense of Congress Relative to German Reparations to Holocaust Survivors

Purpose o f  the Legislation : S. Con . Res. 39 expresses the sense o f  the Congress that the Ge rm an  gove rnm en t should 
expand  and s impli fy  its repara t ions system, provide repara t ions to Ho locaust surv ivors  in Eastern and Centra l Europe, 
and set up  a fund to he lp cover the medical expenses  o f  Ho locaust survivors. M any o f  these surv ivors were exc luded 
from repa ra t ion  ag reemen ts  made in the early I950's be tween the W est German governmen t and Jew ish  organizations, 
and are now  be ing den ied ass is tance on technical grounds .

Status: the Sena te  passed S. Con . Res. 39 by unan imous consent.
Key Suppor te rs :  Moyn ihan  (D -NY), Senators D 'Amato  (R -NY), G raham  (D-FL), Hatch (R -UT), Dodd (D -CT).

S. 1379: Nazi War Crimes Disclosure Act
Purpo se  o f  the Legislation: S. 1379 calls for the es tab l ishment o f  the Nazi W ar C rim inal Records In te ragency Work ing 
G roup  to locate , identify, and m ake available to the pub lic Nazi wa r crim inal records The legis lation wou ld  amend 
section 552 o f  title 5 o f  the U.S. Code , and the National Security Ac t o f  1947, to requ ire  d isc losure unde r  the F reedom  of 
Information Ac t rega rd ing certa in persons, and would prov ide for the disc losure o f  Nazi w a r c r im ina l reco rds that would 
not impa ir  any investigation o r  prosecu tion conduc ted by the Depar tmen t o f  Justice.

Status: S. 1379 was in troduced in the Senate by Sen. D eW inc on N ovem be r  6, 1997. It has been refereed to the Senate 
Jud ic ia ry  Comm it tee .

Key Supporte rs : Senators DeW ine (R -OH), Moyn ihan  (D -NY), Hatch (R-UT), D 'Amato  (R -NY), Dodd (D -CT), Kohl 
(D -W t) ,  Coverde l l  (R-GA), Kennedy (D -MA), Inouye (D-HI), L icbc rman (D-CT), Snowe (R -ME), H u tch in son  (R-AR), 
T hu rm ond  (D -SC ) , M cCa in  (R-AZ), Shelby (R-AL), Campbe l l  (R-CO), W ydcn  (D-OR).
Addit iona l In fo rmat 'on : There  is compan ion  legislation expec ted  in the House. Rep. C aro lyn Maloney (D -NY), has been 
the lead ing House  advoca te  for such legislation.

H.R. 3121: Holocaust Victims Insurance Act

Purpose o f  Legislation : H.R. 3121 would  require anyone engaged in the insurance business in the United Sta tes during 
the pe riod  from 1920 to 1945 to report to the Secre tary o f  the T reasury on the num ber  o f  insurance polic ies issued during 
that period ; the holder, beneficiary , and current sta tus o f  those polic ies; any a ttempts made to h c a t e  the benefic iar ies for 
polic ies on wh ich no benefits c la im s have been made; a compar ison o f  the names o f  the holders and benef ic iar ies o f  
those polic ies w ith the names o f  victims o f  the Holocaust; and reasons why any o f  the requested information cannot be 
provided . I f  it is de te rm ined that a pe rson who was engaged in the insurance business dur ing that period issued insurance 
polic ies to indiv iduals who were victims o f  the Holocaust, the insurer would then be required to pay the beneficiar ies or 
descendan ts  o f  the victims the proceeds o f  the policies.

Status: H .R . 3121 was in troduced by Rep, Engel on Janua ry  28, 1998. It was refereed to the House Com m it tee  on 
Commerce .
Key Supporte rs : Reps. Engel (D -NY), Lazio (D -NY), Hastings (D-FL), Pallone (D-NJ), So lomon (R -NY), Yates (D-1L), 
Lew is (D -GA ), Paxon (R-NY), Maloney (D-NY), Sax ton (R-NJ), M cCar thy (D-NY), A ckerm an (D-NY).

H.R. 1531: The Holocaust Survivor Reparations Act
Pu rpo se  o f  the Legislation : H.R. 1531 would al low Holocaust surv ivors who arc curren tly  U.S. citi; ens and who have
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been den ied repara t ions by the Ge rm an  Governmen t to sue the German Governmen t in U.S. cour ts  for res t i tu t ion . It 
wou ld  amend the Foreign Sovere igns  Immunity  Act (FSIA ) which curren tly protec ts G e rm any  from suits by U.S. 
c i t izens . U.S. federal cour ts  would on ly obta in ju r isd ic t ion  after a c la im an t had exhaus ted  all o th e r  ava i lab le  remedies .

Sta tus : H.R. 1531 was in troduced by Rep. S laugh te r  on M ay  5, 1997, and has been referred to the House  Jud ic ia ry  
Comm it tee .
Key Suppo r te rs :  Reps. Abe rc romb ie  (D -H l) ,  A cke rm an  (D -NY), Berman (D-CA), B rown (D -CA), C lybu rn  (D-SC), 
Deu tsch  (D -FL ) , Eng lish  (R -PA ), E shoo  (D -CA), Evans (D-IL), Filner (D-CA), Foley (R-FL), Fox (R -PA ) , F rank 
(D -M A ) , F ros t (D -TX ), Fursc (D -OR), G reen (D -TX), Gu tie r rez (D-IL), Hastings (D -FL ), Ho lden  (D -PA ), Horn 
(R -CA), J ack son  Lee (D -TX), Kelly (R-NY), Kennedy (D-RI) , King (R-PA), Lantos (D -CA), Lev in  (D-IL ), Lipinski 
(D-IL ), Lofg rcn  (D -CA ), M a loney  (D -CT), M aloney (D -NY), M cNulty  (D-NY), M eek  (D-FL), M cncnd cz  (D -NY), 
M il le r  (R -FL ), Ow en s  (D -NY), Pallone (D-PA ), Payne (D-NJ), Poshard  (D-IL), Ros Leh tinen (D -FL ), R o thm an  (D-NJ), 
Rush (D-IL), S ax ton  (R-NJ) , S chum e r  (D -NY), Torres (D -CA), T owns  (D-NY), W alsh  (R -NY), W a t ts  (R -OK ), W axm an  
(D -CA ), W ex le r (D -F L ) ,  W eygand  (D-RI), W oo lsey  (D -CA), Yates (D-IL),

H.R. 3143: C om prehensive H olocaust A ccountability in Insurance M easure

Purpo se  o f  L eg is la t ion : H.R . 3143 would  proh ib it 16 foreign insurance compan ies and their Am er ican  subs id ia r ies  from 
conduc ting  any  bus iness in the U.S. and prohib it these sam e insurance compan ie s  from conduc ting  bus iness with a 
federa lly insured depos i to ry  insti tution o r  the insti tution 's foreign subsidiar ies unless the insurance com pan ie s  d isc lose to 
the US Atto rney Genera l any and all financial dea lings they had with indiv iduals who surv ived o r  died in the Holocaust.

S tatus: H.R. 3143 was in troduced on February 3, 1998; it has been referred to the C omm it tee  on  C om m e rc e  and must 
a lso be cons id e red  by the C om m it tee  on B ank ing  and Financial Services.
Key Supporte rs : Reps. Foley (R -CA), Yates (D-IL), W ex lc r  (D-FL), Sherman (D -CA), Kelly (R -NY ), F ilner (D -CA), 
L az io  (R -NY ), Frost (D -TX). Furse (D -OR), Horn (R-CA).

T o  see the full text o f  any o f  the above legislation, visit the L ibrary o f  Congress T hom as  Legislative In fo rmation  A rch ive  
h ttp : / / lhomas . lo c . c o v .
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F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E :  
F r i d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  14, 1 9 97

Senate Passes D ’A m ato  H olocaust R estitu tio n  Bill

L e g i s l a t i o n  R e p a y s  D e b t  P r o m i s e d  t o  H o l o c a u s t  S u r v i v o r s  b y  U . S .  F o r  W a r t i m e  S e i z u r e s

W A S H I N G T O N  - U . S .  S e n a t o r  A l f o n s e  M .  D ’A m a t o  ( R - N Y ) ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  B a n k i n g  
C o m m i t t e e ,  p r a i s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  f o r  u n a n i m o u s l y  p a s s i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  l a s t  n i g h t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
t o  f u l f i l l  p r e v i o u s  p l e d g e s  a n d  p a y  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r  g r o u p s  u p  to  $ 2 5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in  a s s i s t a n c e  r e l i e f  
t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  s u r v i v o r s .

" T h e  U . S .  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o m i s e d  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I I  t o  p r o v i d e  r e l i e f  t o  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s  b e c a u s e  o f  
s e i z e d  w a r t i m e  f u n d s .  I t ' s  n o t  t o o  l a t e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  w i t h  j u s t i c e  a n d  
d i g n i t y , "  D 'A m a t o  s a i d .  " T h e  S e n a t e  h a s  t a k e n  a  g r e a t  s t e p  f o r w a r d  in  m a k i n g  t h e  U . S .  l i v e  u p  t o  i t s  
p r o m i s e s  b y  h e l p i n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s .

" I  w i l l  w o r k  h a r d  t o  e n s u r e  s p e e d y  p a s s a g e  in  t h e  H o u s e , "  D 'A m a t o  s a i d ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  r e c o g n i t i o n  s h o u l d  g o  
t o  C o n g r e s s m a n  J i m  L e a c h  ( R - I A ) ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  B a n k i n g  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  C o n g r e s s m a n  
B e n j a m i n  G i l m a n  ( R - N Y ) ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ,  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  
H o u s e  b i l l  a n d  f o r  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  o n  t h e  i s s u e .

D 'A m a t o  s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  n e u t r a l  c o u n t r y  a s s e t s  s e i z e d  b y  t h e  A l l i e s  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s .  A t  t h e  t im e ,  it w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  e f f o r t s  h a d  t o  b e  m a d e  t o  h e l p  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  
s u r v i v o r s ,  m a n y  o f  w h o m  w e r e  t r a p p e d  b e h i n d  t h e  I r o n  C u r t a i n .  C o n g r e s s  d e c i d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  $ 3  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  f r o m  s e i z e d  a s s e t s  t o  h e l p  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s ,  a n  a m o u n t  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t e d  c u r r e n t  e s t i m a t e s  
o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  h e i r l e s s  H o l o c a u s t  a s s e t s .  T h e  f u n d s  w e r e  t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d e v o t e d  t o  
p r o v i d i n g  r e l i e f  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t o  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  D 'A m a t o  n o t e d ,  o n l y  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  w a s  e v e r  d i s b u r s e d  t o  t h e  J e w i s h  R e s t i t u t i o n  
S u c c e s s o r  O r g a n i z a t i o n .  D 'A m a t o ' s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a u t h o r i z e s  t h a t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  $ 2 . 5  m i l l i o n  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  
t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  e q u i v a l e n t  1 9 97  d o l l a r s ,  u p  t o  $ 2 5  m i l l i o n .  U n d e r -  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  S t u a r t  E i z e n s t a t ,  
u r g e d  C o n g r e s s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  i s s u e ,  a n d  s u p p o r t s  D ’A m a t o ' s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

" A s s i s t i n g  e l d e r l y  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s  m u s t  b e  p a r t  o f  a n y  f u t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
N a z i  g o l d  s t i l l  h e l d  b y  A l l i e d  n a t i o n s , "  D 'A m a t o  s a i d ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e r  
U .S .  e f f o r t  t o  p e r s u a d e  n a t i o n s  s t i l l  h o l d i n g  N a z i  g o l d  d e p o s i t s  t o  s p e e d  u p  r e s t i t u t i o n  t o  H o l o c a u s t  
s u r v i v o r  g r o u p s .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  D 'A m a t o ' s  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  $ 5  m i l l i o n  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  a r c h i v a l  r e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  h e i r l e s s  a s s e t s  
i s s u e .  " T h e  H o l o c a u s t  V i c t i m s  R e d r e s s  A c t , "  a l s o  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  a l l  n a t i o n s  m u s t  
a c t  in  g o o d  f a i t h  in  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t i e s  l o o t e d  b y  t h e  N a z i s .  T h e
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United S&stes S e n a t o r

A l f o n s e  D ' A m a t o

N o w  Yo r k

F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E :
J u n e  2 5 ,  1 9 9 7

P re p a re d  S ta tem en t o f S en a to r A lfonse M . D 'A m ato  Before the H ouse B ank ing  
C om m ittee H ea ring  on Swiss B anks

" C h a i r m a n  L e a c h  a n d  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s ,  I c o m m e n d  y o u  f o r  h o l d i n g  t h i s  s e c o n d  h e a r i n g  
o f  t h e  H o u s e  B a n k i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e  im p o r t a n t  l e g a l  a n d  m o r a l  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  b y  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  S w i s s  
b a n k s  a n d  o t h e r s  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I I  a n d  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s e t s  o f  H o l o c a u s t  v i c t im s .  
T h a n k  y o u  a l s o  f o r  a l l o w i n g  m e  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o d a y .

" M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  a f t e r  m o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r  o f  i n q u i r y  t h e  S e n a t e  B a n k i n g  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  u n c o v e r e d  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  S w i s s  b a n k s  in  a i d i n g  t h e  N a z i  w a r  e f f o r t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
i n v a l u a b l e  a i d  o f  S w i s s  i n d u s t r y  in  h e l p i n g  t h e  N a z i  k i l l i n g  m a c h i n e .

" In  r e s p o n s e  t h e  S w i s s  g o v e r n m e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  S w i s s  b a n k s  h a v e  t a k e n  s e v e r a l  s t e p s  t o  t r y  t o  s o l v e  t h e  
p r o b l e m .  I n  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  B a n k i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M a y  15, 1 9 9 7 ,  A m b a s s a d o r  T h o m a s  
B o r e r  l i s t e d  s e v e n  s t e p s  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  t a k i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s y .

" I t  is  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  u s  t o  l o o k  a t  t h i s  l i s t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  S w i t z e r l a n d  h a s  a c t u a l l y  d o n e  t o  e n d  t h e  
s t o n e w a l l i n g  a n d  o b f u s c a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s .  W h i l e  A m b a s s a d o r  B o r e r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  is  
n o t  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  S w i s s  r e s p o n s e ,  I m u s t  s a y  t h a t  v e r y  l i t t l e  h a s  c o m e  t o  d a t e  o u t  o f  t h e s e  s e v e n  
s t e p s .  W h i l e  t h e  S w i s s  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  m a d e  a  n u m b e r  o f  p r o m i s e s ,  w e  h a v e  y e t  t o  s e e  a n y  p o s i t i v e  
r e s u l t s .  It i s  n o t  o n l y  m e  t h a t  i s  s a y i n g  t h i s ,  b u t  o t h e r s  a s  w e l l .  E v e n  A m b a s s a d o r  R i c h a r d  H o l b r o o k e ,  n o w  
w o r k i n g  f o r  C r e d i t  S u i s s e ,  h e r e  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  r e c e n t l y  u r g e d  t h e  S w i s s  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  g e t  m o v i n g  
o n  i t s  m a n y  p r o m i s e s .  T h i s  l a c k  o f  a c t i o n  s e e m s  t o  b e  a n  e f f o r t  t o  s t a l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  t o  s t a l l  j u s t i c e  f r o m  b e i n g  
a c h i e v e d .

" In  h i s  t e s t i m o n y ,  A m b a s s a d o r  B o r e r  l i s t e d  s e v e n  s t e p s  t a k e n  b y  S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  i t s  b a n k s .  T h e  s t e p s  a r e  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1. C r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  V o l c k e r  C o m m i s s i o n - 5 / 2 / 9 6 .
2. R e l e a s e  o f  t h e  n a m e s  o f  A c c o u n t  h o l d e r s  o f  d o r m a n t  a c c o u n t s .
3. C r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  S w i s s  H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n .
4 .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  H u m a n i t a r i a n  A i d  F u n d - 2 / 9 7 .
5. S w i s s  d o n a t i o n  t o  A M C H A - 1  m i l l i o n  f r a n c s  - 8 / 9 6 .
6 . P r o p o s a l  o f  t h e  S w i s s  S o l i d a r i t y  F u n d - 3 / 6 / 9 7 .
7. $ 3 2 0 , 0 0 0  in  P r i v a t e  d o n a t i o n s  s i n c e  2 / 9 7 .

" M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  d i s c u s s  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  p o i n t s  a n d  t o  s i m p l y  a s k  'w h e r e  a r e  
t h e  r e s u l t s ? '  W h i l e  t h e y  a r e  a l l  a d m i r a b l e  p r o m i s e s ,  w e  h a v e  y e t  t o  s e e  m u c h  p r o g r e s s  o n  m o s t  o f  t h e m .

" R e g a r d i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  V o l c k e r  C o m m i s s i o n .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  w h y  it h a s  t a k e n  s o  l o n g  f o r  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  t o  s t a r t  t h e i r  a u d i t s  o f  t h e  b a n k s .  W e  h a v e  h e a r d  p r o m i s e s  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  a u d i t s  a r e  t o  b e g i n
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s o o n ,  b u t  t h i s  is  a  l o n g  w a y  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a  c o m p l e t e  a u d i t .  R e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  i s n ' t  t h e  c u r r e n t  t a r g e t  
c o m p l e t i o n  d a t e  1 9 9 8 ?

" M o r e o v e r ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  w h e t h e r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  b e  l o o k i n g  a t  a l l  a c c o u n t s  o p e n e d  b e tw e e n  
1 9 3 3 - 4 5  o r  j u s t  d o r m a n t  a c c o u n t s .  A l l  a c c o u n t s  s h o u l d  b e  r e v i e w e d ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e  d o r m a n t  o n e s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  m i d d l e m e n  w h o  w o u l d  h a v e  o p e n e d  u p  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  a c c o u n t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  
p e o p l e ,  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  a c c o u n t s ,  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  a c c o u n t  h o l d e r s  d i e d  in  t h e  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s .  W h e n  t h e s e  p e o p l e  f a i l e d  to  r e t u r n ,  v / h a t  d i d  t h e  m i d d l e m e n  d o  w i t h  t h e  a c c o u n t s ?  I f  
t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e m ,  t h e n  t h e  a c c o u n t s  s u r e l y  w o u l d  h a v e  s h o w n  a c t i v i t y  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  
b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  d o r m a n t .  W h a t  a c t i o n s  a r e  b e i n g  t a k e n  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  m i d d l e m e n  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  d i d  w i t h  
t h e  a c c o u n t s ?

" R e g a r d i n g  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  d o r m a n t  a c c o u n t  h o l d e r s ,  in  a  l e t t e r  t o  A m b a s s a d o r  B o r e r  o n  
M a r c h  2 0 t h ,  I c a l l e d  u p o n  t h e  S w i s s  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t a k e  t h e  s t e p s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e s e  n a m e s .  O n  A p r i l  2 8 t h  A m b a s s a d o r  B o r e r  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  S w i s s  B a n k e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  
u n e q u i v o c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  i d e a .  T o d a y ,  f i n a l l y  w e  e x p e c t  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  S w i s s  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  n a m e s .

" M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  I w o u l d  a t  t h i s  t im e  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  G o v e r n o r  P a t a k i  o f  N e w  Y o r k  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  c l a i m s  
o f f i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  b a n k i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  w h i c h  w i l l  p r e s e n t  c l a i m s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s  to  
S w i t z e r l a n d .  T h e  c l a i m s  o f f i c e  w i l l  i n  e f f e c t  b e  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  m a n  o n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  t o  b o t h  
f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c l a i m s  a n d  a c t  a s  a n  o m b u d s m a n  in  f o l l o w i n g  u p  o n  t h e  c l a im s .  I c o m m e n d  
t h e  g o v e r n o r  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  N e i l  L e v i n  s h o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t a l  r o l e  w h i c h  h e  h a s  p l a y e d  in  t h i s  e f f o r t  a l l  a l o n g .

" L e t  m e  n o w  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  s t e p  b e i n g  t a k e n  b y  S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  i t s  b a n k s  a n d  t h a t  is  t h e  c r e a t i o n  
o f  t h e  S w i s s  H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n .  I  m u s t  s a y  t h a t  I  h a v e  g r a v e  d o u b t s  a s  t o  t h e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  o w i n g  t o  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s .  O n e ,  i t s  c h a i r m a n ,  J e a n  F r a n c o i s  B e r g i e r  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
b e i n g  o n  t h e  b o a r d  o f  a  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  f o u n d a t i o n  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  U n i o n  B a n k  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d .  W h a t  k i n d  o f  
a p p e a r a n c e  d o e s  t h i s  m a k e ?  I s  t h i s  n o t  a  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t ?  Y e t ,  M r .  B e r g i e r  s e e m s  t o  s e e  n o  p r o b l e m  
w i t h  a n y  o f  t h i s .

" S e c o n d l y ,  M r .  B e r g i e r  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  r e c e n t l y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  w o r k  m a y  n o t  t a k e  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  
a n n o u n c e d  2 - 3  y e a r s  t o  c o m p l e t e ,  b u t  n o w  h e  s a y s  it m a y  g o  a n y w h e r e  f r o m  5 - 1 0  y e a r s  t o  c o m p l e t e .  T h i s  
is  o u t r a g e o u s .  T h i s  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  t h e  u l t im a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e p o r t .  P e o p l e  h a v e  a t t a c h e d  s o  m u c h  w e i g h t  to  
it . Y e t ,  w h a t  a r e  w e  s u p p o s e d  t o  s a y  w h e n  w e  h e a r  t h e s e  k i n d  o f  s t a t e m e n t s ?  F i r s t  h e  s a y s  2 - 3  y e a r s ,  n o w  it 
i s  10. H o w  m a n y  o f  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  w i l l  b e  l e f t  i n  t e n  y e a r s ?  H o w  m a n y  w i l l  b e  a r o u n d  to  
h e a r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  f i n d i n g s  t e n  y e a r s  f r o m  n o w ?  T h i s  is  t r u l y  u n b e l i e v a b l e .  T h e  E i z e n s t a t  r e p o r t  w h i c h  
w a s  c o o r d i n a t e d  a m o n g  e l e v e n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  in  w e l l  u n d e r  a  y e a r .

" I  c a n n o t  i m a g i n e  h o w  M r .  B e r g i e r ,  w i t h  h i s  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  a n d  h i s  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s  c a n  
c o n t i n u e  in  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  It s t r a i n s  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  c a n  d e l i v e r  t h e  f i n d i n g s  in  a  p r o m p t  
a n d  u n b i a s e d  w a y .

" R e g a r d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  H u m a n i t a r i a n  A i d  f u n d ,  w e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  $ 1 8 5  m i l l i o n  
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p a y m e n t s  t o  H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s  in  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w e  h a v e  y e t  t o  s e e  a  
d o l l a r  o f  t h i s  f u n d .  M o r e o v e r ,  $ 7 0  m i l l i o n  o f  t h i s  f u n d  i s  c o n t i n g e n t  o n  a  v o t e  b y  t h e  S w i s s  P a r l i a m e n t .
W i l l  a n y o n e  t h e r e  t r y  t o  b l o c k  i t ?  W i l l  C h r i s t o p h e  B L O C H E R  t r y  t o  b lo c t c  t h i s  f u n d  a s  h e  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  h e  
w i l l  d o  w i t h  t h e  S w i s s  S o l i d a r i t y  F u n d ?
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" A s  f o r  t h e  S w i s s  d o n a t i o n  o f  1 m i l l i o n  S w i s s  f r a n c s  t o  A M C H A  ( a n  I s r a e l i  c h a r i t y  f o r  H o l o c a u s t  
s u r v i v o r s ) ,  t h i s  i s  a n  a d m i r a b l e  a c t ,  y e t  is  a  f a r  c r y  f r o m  w h a t  t h e  S w i s s  s h o u l d  b e  d o i n g  a n d  f a r  l e s s  t h a n  
o t h e r s ,  e v e n  t h e  G e r m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  d o n e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .

" A s  f o r  S w i s s  P r e s i d e n t  R o l l e r ' s  M a r c h  p r o p o s a l  t o  s e t  a s i d e  $ 4 . 7  b i l l i o n  in  g o l d  s a l e s  o v e r  a  t e n - y e a r  
p e r i o d ,  I c a n  s i m p l y  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  p l a n  h a s  b e e n  h e r a l d e d  a s  t h e  p a n a c e a  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o b l e m ,  y e t  i t  is 
n o t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  in  r e a l i t y .  T h e  p l a n  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f  S w i s s  g o l d  b u l l i o n  o v e r  a  t e n  y e a r  p e r i o d ,  a t  t h e  
m a r k e t  p r i c e  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  S w i s s  b o o k  p r i c e .  T h e  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  w i l l  g o  t o w a r d  t h e  f u n d .  H a l f  
o f  t h a t  s u m  m u s t  b e  s p e n t  in  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  w i l l  b e  s p e n t  o u t s i d e  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d  f o r  
h u m a n i t a r i a n  a i d .  B l o c h e r  h a s  s a i d ,  a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  t h i s  w e e k e n d ,  t h a t  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  p u b l i c  f u n d s  s h o u l d  g o  
t o w a r d s  t h i s  f u n d  b e c a u s e  i t  w i l l  b e  a  c o n c e s s i o n  t o  S w i t z e r l a n d ’s  f o r e i g n  c r i t i c s  a n d  a n  a d m i s s i o n  o f  g u i l t .  
H e  h a s  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w i l l  f o r c e  a  r e f e r e n d u m  in  S w i t z e r l a n d  o n  t h i s  f u n d ,  w h i c h  p o l l s  s a y  h a s  a  s l im  
c h a n c e  o f  p a s s a g e .  H e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a n  u n r e p e n t a n t  o b s t a c l e  t o  t h i s  p r o b l e m .

" F i n a l l y ,  A m b a s s a d o r  B o r e r  h a s  s t r e s s e d  t h e  $ 3 2 0 , 0 0 0  r a i s e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  in  
S w i t z e r l a n d .  T h i s  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l  e f f o r t  b y  p e o p l e  w h o  d o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t e r r i b l e  d e e d s  o f  t h e  S w i s s  b a n k s  
a n d  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  d o  t h e i r  p a r t  t o  m a k e  a m e n d s  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  S w i s s  b a n k s  h a v e  n o t  
c o m e  t o  t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o r  s h o w n  t h i s  m u c h  c o m p a s s i o n .

" M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  a s  i f  t h i s  w e r e  n o t  e n o u g h ,  t h e  S w i s s  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  in  Z u r i c h ,  P e t e r  C o s s a n d e y ,  h a s  
i n s i s t e d  o n  p r o s e c u t i n g  C h r i s t o p h e  M e i l i ,  t h e  S w i s s  b a n k  g u a r d  w h o  e x p o s e d  t h e  s h r e d d i n g  o f  i m p o r t a n t  
H o l o c a u s t - e r a  d o c u m e n t s  b y  t h e  U n i o n  B a n k  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d .  N o  o n e  h e a r s  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  S w i s s  i n t e n t i o n s  
r e g a r d i n g  p o s s i b l e  p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  C h i e f  A r c h i v i s t  a t  U n i o n  B a n k  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d  w h e r e  t h e  s h r e d d i n g  o f  
d o c u m e n t s  t o o k  p l a c e .

" F o r  h i s  c o u r a g e  a n d  s e l f l e s s n e s s ,  M r .  M e i l i  w a s  f i r e d ,  h a r a s s e d  a n d  s u b j e c t e d  t o  h u n d r e d s  o f  d e a t h  t h r e a t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  k i d n a p i n g  t h r e a t s  m a d e  a g a i n s t  h i s  t w o  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  M i r i a m  a n d  D a v i d .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  t r e a tm e n t  
i s  u n c o n s c i o n a b l e  a n d  m u s t  e n d  i m m e d i a t e l y .

" I t  is m y  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  c h a m b e r ,  w i l l  q u i c k l y  t a k e  u p  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  m y  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  t h e  S e n a t e  
p a s s e d  o n  M a y  2 3 ,  1 9 9 7 ,  t o  g r a n t  C h r i s t o p h e ,  h i s  w i f e ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c y  s t a t u s  h e r e  in  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I n  t h i s  w a y ,  h e  c a n  l i v e  f r e e  o f  f e a r  a n d  w o r k  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  f a m i l y .

" M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  w h a t  w e  h a v e  s e e n  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  is  t h e  s h a t t e r i n g  o f  t h e  m y t h  o f  S w i s s  w a r t i m e  
n e u t r a l i t y .  T h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  S w i s s  b a n k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  N a z i s  a n d  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  s o m e ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  
S w i s s  c i t i z e n s ,  in  a i d i n g  a n d  a b e t t i n g  t h e  N a z i  w a r  e f f o r t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  S w i s s  g o v e r n m e n t  d e n i e s  t h e  
c o n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  E i z e n s t a t  R e p o r t ,  n a m e l y  t h a t  S w i s s  a i d  t o  t h e  N a z i s  e x t e n d e d  t h e  w a r ,  o n e  c a n  h a r d l y  
d e n y  t h a t  w i t h o u t  S w i s s  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  N a z i s  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  h a d  t h e  l i f e  l i n e  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  w a r  a s  l o n g  a s  
t h e y  d i d ,  W i t h o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  S w i s s  b a n k s  t o  l a u n d e r  g o l d  a n d  o t h e r  a s s e t s  s t o l e n  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  E u r o p e ,  
t h e  N a z i  k i l l i n g  m a c h i n e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s t o p p e d  e a r l i e r  a n d  p e r h a p s  w i t h  a  s m a l l e r  a m o u n t  o f  c a s u a l t i e s  
a n d  d e a t h s  in  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s .  W h a t  i n d e e d  w o u l d  t h e  w o r l d  h a v e  b e e n  l i k e  i f  S w i s s  b a n k s  d i d  n o t  
c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  t h e  N a z i s ?  W h i l e  t h i s  m a y  s o u n d  l i k e  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  
m u s t  a s k  i t s e l f  a n d  o n e  w h i c h  t h e  S w i s s  m u s t  a n s w e r .

" M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  I t h a n k  y o u ,  a n d  I h o p e  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  w e  c a n  e x p o s e  t h e  t r u t h  
a n d  a c h i e v e  s o m e  m e a s u r e  o f  j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  v i c t i m s  a n d  s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  H o l o c a u s t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  h e i r s .  It 
is  f o r  t h e m  t h a t  w e  c a r r y  o n  t h i s  f i g h t .  T h a n k  y o u . "
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F o r  I m m e d i a t e  R e l e a s e  

T u e s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 98

C o n t a c t :  D a v i d  R u n k e l  o r  

A n d r e w  B i g g s  2 2 6 - 0 4 7 1

House Passes Holocaust Victims Redress Act
T h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o d a y  p a s s e d  S .  1 5 6 4 ,  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  V i c t i m s  R e d r e s s  A c t ,  f i r s t  

i n t r o d u c e d  b y  R e p .  J a m e s  A .  L e a c h  ( R - I o w a ) ,  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  B a n k i n g  a n d  F i n a n c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  b i l l  n o w  g o e s  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  h i s  s i g n a t u r e .

T h e  b i l l  a u t h o r i z e s  u p  t o  $ 2 5  m i l l i o n  a s  a  U . S .  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s e r v i n g  s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  

H o l o c a u s t  a n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 5  m i l l i o n  f o r  a r c h i v a l  r e s e a r c h ,  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  H o l o c a u s t  

M u s e u m ,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  a s s e t s  l o o t e d  o r  e x t o r t e d  f r o m  H o l o c a u s t  v i c t i m s .  I t  a l s o  

d e c l a r e s  t h e  s e n s e  o f  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  a l l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a r t w o r k s  

c o n f i s c a t e d  b y  t h e  N a z i s - o r  b y  t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I l - b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  

o r i g i n a l  o w n e r s  o r  t h e i r  h e i r s .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  h e l d  t w o  h e a r i n g s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  c h r o n i c l i n g  h o w  t h e  N a z i s  l o o t e d  g o l d ,  

w o r k s  o f  a r t  a n d  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l  H o l o c a u s t  v i c t i m s  a n d  f r o m  t h e  c e n t r a l  b a n k s  o f  

E u r o p e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e x a m i n i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  r e t u r n  s t o l e n  p r o p e r t y  t o  i t s  r i g h t f u l  o w n e r s .  

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  h o l d  a  t h i r d  h e a r i n g  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 2 .  U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  S t u a r t  E i z e n s t a t ;  

A m b a s s a d o r  T h o m a s  B o r e r ,  t h e  H e a d  o f  t h e  S w i s s  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  t h e  A s s e t s  o f  N a z i  V i c t i m s ;  a n d  

t w o  p a n e l s  o f  w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  t o p i c s  o f  l o o t e d  a r t  a n d  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  

d u e  t o  H o l o c a u s t  v i c t i m s  o r  t h e i r  s u r v i v o r s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  p r o p e r l y  f u l f i l l e d .

L e a c h ’ s  s t a t e m e n t  o n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o l l o w s :

" T h e  H o l o c a u s t  V i c t i m s  R e d r e s s  A c t  i s  a  v i r t u a l  c a r b o n  c o p y  o f  a  b i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  B e n  G i l m a n  

a n d  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e s s i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o - s p o n s o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  M e m b e r s  f r o m  

b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  a i s l e :  C o n g r e s s m e n  J o h n  L a F a l c e ,  K e n  B e n s t e n ,  M a r t i n  F r o s t ,  S i d n e y  Y a t e s ,  J e s s e  

J a c k s o n ,  J r . ,  L u i s  G u t i e r r e z ,  J o n  F o x ,  M i c h a e l  M c N u l t y ,  J i m  S a x t o n ,  J a m e s  M c G o v e r n ,  B a r n e y  

F r a n k ,  B r a d  S h e r m a n ,  a n d  M a r k  F o l e y ;  a n d  C o n g r e s s w o m e n  C o n n i e  M o r e l i a ,  C a r o l y n  M a l o n e y ,  

a n d  S u e  K e l l y .

" T h e  b i l l  a u t h o r i z e s  u p  t o  $ 2 5  m i l l i o n  a s  a  U . S .  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s e r v i n g  s u r v i v o r s  o f  

t h e  H o l o c a u s t  a n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 5  m i l l i o n  f o r  a r c h i v a l  r e s e a r c h ,  t o  b e  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  H o l o c a u s t
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M u s e u m ,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  a s s e t s  l o o t e d  o r  e x t o r t e d  f r o m  H o l o c a u s t  v i c t i m s  b y  t h e  N a z i s .  

I t  w o u l d  a l s o  d e c l a r e  t h e  s e n s e  o f  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  a l l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  

t h a t  a r t w o r k s  c o n f i s c a t e d  b y  t h e  N a z i s ,  o r  b y  t h e  S o v i e t s ,  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  o w n e r s  o r  

t h e i r  h e i r s .

" T h e  H o l o c a u s t ,  a s  w e  a l l  k n o w ,  w a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c r i m e  i n  h u m a n  h i s t o r y .  T h i s  m e a s u r e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  

s o m e  m a t e r i a l  r e d r e s s  f o r  i n a d e q u a t e  r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  a s s e t s  s e i z e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  

d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I I  w h i c h  b e l o n g e d  t o  H o l o c a u s t  v i c t i m s .

" B u t  m o s t  o f  a l l ,  t h i s  m e a s u r e  i s  a  r e m i n d e r  t h e  p a s t  m u s t  n e v e r  b e  f o r g o t t e n  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  o f t e n  

m o r e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t h a n  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t .

" W h i l e  l i t t l e  i s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  t o  j u d g e  t h e  p a s t ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  w h a t  i n  t h i s  c a s e  m u s t  b e  c a l l e d  

r e t r o s p e c t i v e  j u s t i c e ,  i t  m u s t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  h i s t o r y  d o e s  n o t  h ? v e  a  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s .  P e o p l e  

c a n n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  d i s a p p e a r  f r o m  e a r t h  w i t h o u t  t r a c k s ,  w i t h /  u t  m o r a l  i f  n o t  m o n e t a r y  

r e s t i t u t i o n . "

.HclcfcsfcsM:**
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REACTIONS & DISCUSSION THETflAIN SWITZERLAND & THE W A R  FURTHER READINGS H O W T O  SEEK... MAP

INVESTIGATIONS (A STATUS REPORT AS OF JUNE 19971

Switzerland’s wartime and post-war 
actions are the subject of a n u m b er 

of major inquiries by Swiss and 
foreign Investigative bodies:

The Volcker Commission| (also k n o w n  as the " I n d e p e n d e n t  C o m m i t t e e  

of E m i n e n t  P e r s ons")

It is overseeing the work of three international 
auditing companies (Arthur Andersen, KPMG 
Peat Marwick and Price Waterhouse) which are 
probing millions of names in Swiss bank 
accounts, looking to identify and recover dormant 
accounts of victims of Nazi Germany. Auditors 
will have unrestricted access to accounts opened 
before, during, and immediately after World War
II. The investigation is to be completed by June 
1998.

The Volcker Commission was established in May 
1996 by formal agreement between the Swiss 
Bankers Association (SBA), the World Jewish 
Congress and the Worid Jewish Restitution 
Organization. Three of its members are from 
Jewish organizations, three from SBA and the 
chairman is Paul Volcker, former U.S. Federal 
Reserve chairman. The audits are being paid for 
by the SBA. In conjunction with the 
investigation, the Swiss Parliament passed 
legislation which waives the customary Swiss 
banking secrecy for the next five years.

United Stales Inter-Agency Inquiry) (the so-called 'Eizenstat Report')

Eleven U.S. government agencies carried out a 
review of Swiss conduct during and after the war 
under the direction of U.S. Undersecretary of 
Commerce Stuart Eizenstat. The 'preliminary' 
report was issued May 1997 and harshly 
criticized Switzerland, concluding that its 
government deliberately failed to respect a 1946 
agreement to return hundreds of millions of

2/25/98 2:15 PM
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The Swiss Foreign Ministry 
"Assets ot Nazi Victims' Task Force

dollars in monetary gold and other assets that 
Nazi Germany looted from European banks and 
Holocaust victims.

The report asserted that Swiss bankers were 
indifferent to the needs of the Holocaust vicitms 
and their heirs until pressured to take actions. It 
also faulted the Truman Administration for 
settling for token reparations from Switzerland 
due to pressures to focus on the emerging Soviet 
threat. The full text of the Eizenstat Report is 
available online:
h t t p : / / w w w . u s h m m . o r g / i n d e x . h t m l )

The Bergier Commission| Officially called the Independent Commission of 
Experts, this group was established by the Swiss 
Parliament and is headed by Jean-Francois 
Bergier, an economic historian. The Commission 
is made up of Polish, American, Israeli and Swiss 
historians whose task is to conduct a major 
review of the entire historical relationship of 
Switzerland to Nazi Germany.
This group was created in October 1996 to 
coordinate and help with the activities of all the 
groups and organizations, foreign and Swiss, 
investigating lost assets of Nazi victims. It is a 
30-member team of people headed by diplomat 
Thomas Borer.

The Swiss Foreign Mmittry lnguiiy| This group will probe Switzerland's bilateral
agreements with Poland, Hungary and other East 
European countries. Two Swiss historians are 
authorized to review accords under which 
dormant Swiss bank accounts were turned over to 
Swiss nationals to settle claims for nationalized 
property.

US Senate BankingCommtttee| Senator Alfonse D’Amato has chaired several
hearings on the issue of looted assets held in 
Switzerland, the first one held in April of 1996. 
These hearings spurred the U.S. government to 
launch a major U.S. interagency inquiry which 
produced the May 1997 'Eizenstat report.'

The British Foreign OHice| It conducted a 1996 inquiry into what became of 
gold secreted in Switzerland. Its published 
findings can be found at the web site of the 
British Information Services. The report 
confirmed that Germany looted more than $550 
million in gold (value at that time) and sent most 
of it to Switzerland. Only a small portion was 
ever returned to Allied governments..

2 (li 2 2/25/98 2:15 PM
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Ttie Polish Foreign Mlnlsiiy| It has started an investigation of the accord with
Switzerland whereby Switzerland gave Poland 
inheritance rights to assets held in Switzerland 
belonging to Polish citizens. (Switzerland had a 
similar accord with Hungary.)

C t h a r C o u n t r ie s| S w e d e n ,  Spain, Portugal, F r a n c e ,  N o r w a y  the 

Netherlands, B e l g i u m ,  Brazil a n d  A r g e n t i n a

have created historical commissions to 
investigate the issue of assets looted by Nazi 
Germany.

In Addition:| The Eizenstat report of May 1997 said the United 
States would explore the idea of an international 
conference on the flow of Nazi assets after the 
war and said it would be important to have 
German Reichsbank records available for tracing 
records. Britain's new Labor government offered 
in May 1997 to host such a conference, and 
Switzerland welcomed the idea.

Three class action lawsuits have been brought 
against Switzerland's banks on behalf of 
Holocaust victims and their heirs. In March 1997 
a Brooklyn Federal judge ruied that the lawsuits 
be consolidated and they will be administered by 
a 10-member executive committee. There are 
thousands of plaintiffs in these lawsuits seeking 
damages in the billions of dollars. (Fo r  m o r e  

a b o u t  these lawsuits, see the " S e e k i n g  

W a r t i m e  B a n k  A c c o u n t s "  section of this W e b  

site)

home . reactions. the irain . neutral or afraid? . readings . seeking wartime hank accounts . map . chronology . status of the investigations lares A: 

transcripts. press

explore FRONTLINE phs online

Copyright © 1997 WGBH/Frontlinc All Rights Reserved

online
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D A V O S ,  Switzerland -  U.S. Undersecretary of  State Stuart E. 

Eizenstat u r g e d  A m e r i c a n  state a n d  local g o v e r n m e n t s  to dro p  

sanction threats against S w i s s  b a n k s  for their handling o f  H o l o c a u s t  

victims' accounts.

U.S. critics of  Switzerland a n d  a n g r y  S w i s s  defenders s h o u l d  tone 

d o w n  the quarrels, Eizenstat said. H e  praised S w i s s  efforts to c o m e  to 

terms with its w a r t i m e  role, including hunting for the d o r m a n t  wealth 

of  H o l o caust victims.
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Business < ►

F e d s  p r o t e s t  c i t y  b a n  o n  S w i s s  

b a n k  f o r  H o l o c a u s t - r e l a t e d  

a c t i o n s

Bcbeto Matthews /

New York City Comptroller Alan Hevesi 
talks on the phone in his office Friday after 
announcing that the city has cut off a major 
Swiss bank from a $1 billion bond offering 
because of its behavior in the controversy 
over missing assets of Holocaust victims.

By Richard Pyle / Associated Press

NEW YORK -  The State Department is protesting New York City's 
refusal to let a Swiss bank take part in a $1 billion bond offering 
because of a dispute over missing assets of Holocaust victims.

City Comptroller Alan G. Hevesi's decision to cancel Union Bank of 
Switzerland's participation in a $1.3 million letter of credit arrangement 
was ill-timed and vengeful, the state department said Friday.

^--Department spokesman James Rubin called the move 
^  counterproductive, saying it came at a time when Swiss banks are

taking significant steps to rectify the loss of millions of dollars worth of) 
Jewishowned Swiss bank accounts that fell into Nazi hands during

""WoddWar II. ______
HevesiTwho is running for re-election with only token opposition 

next month, defended his decision.
"This was a decision that had to be made," Hevesi said. "If we had 

done business as usual, we would have been rewarding UBS."
Hevesi was among those who complained earlier this year when 

Union Bank fired a guard, Christoph Meili, who revealed that the bank
K/ts-l / Ir t f t iv v n r t z l U r » lr > r tn i in f  o«*»i r lo n n  m  n n t n  A I5'n n l n i  m  t b n
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documents raised suspicions that Swiss banks were involved in the 
forced sales o f Jewish property in Nazi Germany.

Richard C. Capone, executive vice president o f the bank's Americas 
region, accused Hevesi o f a vindictive campaign at a time when the 
bank is trying to resolve the account controversy.

"Swiss banks are working extremely hard and providing leadership 
in resolving the World W ar II dormant account issue fairly, and with 
sensitivity," Capone said.

Among the steps taken recently was the setting up a $180 million 
fund for Holocaust survivors and handling claims by heirs.

UBS was the lead bank in a consortium that had successfully bid on 
the letter-of-credit deal, under which banks are paid a fee for their 
guarantee o f  anticipated state and federal aid payments to the city. The 
agreements give investors a safer investment and allow the city to 
borrow at lower interest rates.

Morgan Guaranty agreed to take the Swiss bank's place, with no 
change in the overall cost, Hevesi said. UBS would have received close 
to half o f  the $1.3 million fee paid for the guarantee.

"I'm sorry that the State Department's not happy that we have a 
disagreement," Hevesi said. "We weren't looking at this point to 
impose sanctions on anyone."

Search { Copyright 1997, The Detroit News The Detroit News
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LOS ANGELES (October 21, 1997 10:10 p.m. EDT http://www.mmdD.net) - In the wake o f  a California ban on 
business with Swiss banks, the U.S. State Department warned state and local governments Tuesday not to 
impose similar sanctions, but sources close to the issue said the movement was gathering steam.

The sources added that the issue might not be resolved until a meeting in New York in early December of 
the nation's public finance officials or until the Swiss banks make a dramatic new gesture to defuse the 
controversy over their handling of Holocaust-era accounts.

Although the Swiss have taken several steps, including establishing a $190 million fund for Holocaust 
survivors, they continue to come under criticism.

The State Department signaled its opposition to punitive measures against the Swiss by urging the state of 
California to lift its moratorium on investments with Swiss banks, imposed to press the banks to give more 
details of their activities in World War II.

California officials said they were studying the request.

Sources close to a coalition o f state and local finance officials involved in the issue said it may come to a 
head at a Dec. 8 meeting in New York called by that city's ch ie f financial officer, Comptroller Alan Hevesi.

Hevesi, one o f the leaders in taking action against Swiss banks, has invited 800 state and local finance 
officials to the Plaza hotel to discuss what coordinated actions they could take.

Also invited to the meeting are Swiss bank and government representatives and World Jewish Congress 
President Edgar Bronfman, who helped start the controversy two years ago by demanding that the Swiss 
reveal the extent o f dormant Holocaust-era accounts in their banks.

In a letter to California State Treasurer Matt Fong, dated Oct. 17, Undersecretary o f State Stuart Eizenstat 
said that punitive measures against Swiss banks would probably be counterproductive and ignored the 
steps the Swiss have taken.

"I ask therefore that the State o f  California lift its sanctions against Swiss financial institutions," he added.
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Besides California, New York City, New  York state and Massachusetts have taken steps against Swiss 
financial institutions and the Illinois treasurer has said it would be hard to do business with Swiss banks 
under present conditions.

Eizenstat, who wants to testify at the Dec. 8 New York meeting, told Fong that Swiss banks deserved a 
respite.

"(They) have taken a number of important steps to redress past mistakes and provide assistance to 
Holocaust survivors," he said.

He listed seven steps, including authorization o f an independent audit, publication o f lists o f dormant 
accounts and the $190 million fund for survivors.

Critics o f the Swiss have charged that conh butions to the Holocaust fund have stalled and said that several 
banks should apologize for their actions.

But Eizenstat said o f  the measures the Swiss have already taken, "These are important actions by the Swiss 
government and the Swiss banking community and we should let them know that we recognize this."

- B y  A R T H U R  S P I E G E L M A N ,  Reuters
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New York State Assembly - Press Release - January 30, 1997 http://assembly.state.ny.us/Press/19970l30.html

A ssem b ly  S peake r S h e l d o n  S i l v e r .  P re ss R elease
FOR IM M EDIATE R E LE A S E :

January 30, 1997

Silver Announces Probe Of Unclaimed Swiss Assets Of Holocaust 
Victims

World Jewish Congress Hails Assembly Inquiry
Joined by leaders o f  the World Jewish Congress, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver today announced an 
investigation into how New York State can help Holocaust victims reclaim their assets deposited in Swiss 
banks during W orld War II.

Speaker Silver and Assembly Banking Committee Chair Aurelia Greene (D-Bronx) will conduct a public 
hearing on the regulatory role o f the state concerning Swiss banking institutions and the assets o f 
Holocaust victims. The hearing is scheduled on Thursday, February 13, at 10 a.m. in the meeting hall o f 
the New York City Bar Association, 42 West 44th Street, New York City.

New York State's current process for regulating foreign banks warrants particular attention, since foreign 
banks are authorized under state law to receive municipal deposits and public pension fund investments. In 
addition, the hearing will explore the potential role for New York State in assisting New York residents in 
the recovery o f  assets held by Swiss banks.

"The World Jewish Congress has spear-headed an examination o f  the actions of Swiss banks that has shed 
light for the first time on yet another painful consequence o f  the Holocaust tragedy," said Speaker Silver.

"As the financial capital o f  the world and home to countless Holocaust victims, it's incumbent upon New 
York State government to exam ine the extent of the Sv/iss banking industry's involvement in this heinous 
period of human history," said Speaker Silver.

"Swiss bankers must provide a full and honest accounting concerning these unclaimed funds and return 
these assets to their rightful owners," said the Speaker. "Our obligation clearly extends to ensuring that all 
banking institutions operate in New York according to the highest ethical standards."

The World Jewish Congress expressed its gratitude to Speaker Silver. "In convening this hearing he has 
served the moral concerns o f the state," said Kalman Sultanik, vice president o f  the World Jewish 
Congress.

Individuals who will lead testimony at the hearing are U.S. Senator A1 D 'Amato, who has held federal 
hearings on the issue, and World Jewish Congress President Edgar Bronfman. Testimony is also being 
sought from Holocaust victims, Swiss banking officials, State Banking Superintendent Neil Levin and 
state and local officials.

"Issues surrounding the accounts o f Holocaust victims deserve careful consideration because they raise 
troubling questions regarding the state's ability to assist its residents in obtaining assets held by Swiss
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Swiss Banks Release New List of 
Accounts
Move Seen to Counter Charges of Hoarding
B y  W i l l i a m  D r o z d i a k  

Washington Post Foreign Service 
Thursday, October 30, 1997; Page A25 
The Washington Post

B E R L IN , Oct. 29— In a new effort to counter charges that 
they are hoarding the money o f Holocaust victim s, S w iss  
banks published a second list  today o f some 14,000 
dormant accounts opened before the war, in a belated 
attempt to find their rightful owners.

The latest batch o f accounts, worth about $ 12  m illion, 
includes the names of S w iss  citizens as well as foreigners 
who entrusted their funds to S w iss  banks before 1945 and 
then lost touch without withdrawing the funds. An earlier 
list o f 1.800 foreign-held accounts published in Ju ly  was 
worth $4 1 m illion.

The new revelations, coming after months o f international 
pressure and the enforced supervision of outside 
investigators, were hailed by S w iss  o ffic ia ls today as proof 
o f their w illingness to abide scrupulously by earlier 
promises to lift the veil o f secrecy over accounts that may 
contain assets entrusted to the banks by Jew s and other 
victim s o f Nazi persecution.

But the sum s uncovered fall far short o f the fortunes that 
Jew ish  groups claim were stashed in S w iss  vaults and 
never reclaimed by those who perished in Nazi 
concentration camps. The World Jew ish  Congress in sists 
that as much as $7 billion in unclaimed Jew ish  assets was 
deposited in Switzerland during the Nazi era.

The S w iss  banks have insisted that the sum s are much 
smaller. But their credibility has been damaged by 
successive d iscoveries o f unclaimed accounts that have
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But other skeptics praised the move by the S w iss  banks 
and called it a significant step toward the kind o f 

transparency they have long abhorred. "The banks really 

are making an effort," said Elfaed Donath, vice president 
o f the S w is s  Je w ish  Federation. "They have looked at the 
archives and tens o f thousands o f accounts. T h is  is  much 
better than what they did 20 years ago.

Rabbi Abraham Cooper, assistant dean o f  the Sim on 
W iesenthal Center, welcomed the new listing  as "a 

sign ificant step ." But he expressed seriou s doubt that the 
banks w ill ever go far enough to unveil the full extent o f 
Sw itzerland's banking relationships w ith Nazi Germany



N.Y. legislator proposes Holocaust insurance bill liilp://www.pathfinder.com/money/Iatest/rbus/RB/l998FcblO/567.ht!nl

N . Y .  l e g i s l a t o r  p r o p o s e s  H o l o c a u s t  i n s u r a n c e  bill

By Patricia Vowinkel
NEW YORK (Reuters) - A New York state leg is la tor said Tuesday he introduced a bill aimed at pressuring 
insurance companies to meet the ir obligations under polic ies held by Holocaust survivors and the ir heirs.

New York Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver said the bill, s im ila r to federal legislation already introduced by U.S. 
Rep. Eliot Engel, would require accountability from insurers doing business in New York state.

"T h e re must be a full accounting by insurance companies that have failed to pay on policies held by Holocaust 
survivors and victim s," Silver, a Manhattan Democrat, said in a statement.

" T h e  conscience of the world demands these companies meet the ir obligations now," he said.

Under the proposal, insurance companies would be required to report to the New York State Insurance 
Department any connection w ith an international insure r that could have issued a policy between 1920 and 1945, 
as well as policies that have been paid, denied or are currently pending payment.

The proposal also calls fo r insurance companies to diligently and expeditiously investigate any cla im made by a 
Holocaust surv ivo r or descendant.

Insurance companies also would be required to ease standards for substantia ting cla ims of Holocaust survivors 
and the ir fam ilies, who may not have the necessary death certificates and other documents.

The bill increases penalties for failure to comply.

" A s  we have often seen in the case of those who have sought claims against Sw iss banks, Holocaust survivors 
and the fam ilies of Holocaust victims frequently d iscover insurance companies using a veil of secrecy or other 
techn iques to frustrate the ir cla im s," Silver said.

"M a n y are w ithout the documents, such as death certifica tes and other records, ord inarily ca lled fo r in these 
cases," he said.

"T he re fo re , the legislation I am introducing would require a different standard of proof fo r Holocaust survivors 
and the ir he irs," the assemblyman said.

A sim ilar bill recently introduced by Engel, a New York Democrat, also would force insurance companies to pay 
benefits to Holocaust victims or the ir descendants.

Under Engel's bill, insurance companies would be required to report how many policies were issued to victims of 
the Holocaust and how many were not paid.

Companies that can not report this information would be required to explain why not.

The bill also would prevent the statute of lim itations from blocking cla ims by Holocaust victims.

The legislation also urges companies that no longer have records of the individuals issued polic ies between 1920 
and 1945 to estab lish a "subs ta n tia l" fund to compensate Holocaust victims.

The money would come, in large part, from polic ies which were likely issued to those who died in the Holocaust.

Companies required to file reports must do so within 90 days or face daily fines of $1,000, under Engel's 
proposal.

Sw iss banks have been accused of not doing enough to track down the holders of dormant bank accounts 
contaning funds deposited by thousands of Holocaust victims.

A group headed by former Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker is auditing Swiss banks to resolve cla ims 
they failed to return victims' money, and the banks are defendants in class-action lawsuits.
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banks,"  sa id  G reene .  "The hearing  will pay  particu lar  attention to ch an g es  that m ay  be w arran ted  in the 
state 's  cu r ren t  p rocess  for regu la t ing  foreign  banks."

A ser ies  o f  recen t investigations has  revealed  that as ind iv iduals  and  fam ilies  fled N azi G e rm an y ,  they
d ep o s i ted  the ir  f inancial assets  in the  S w iss  banks for safekeeping .

"It is b e c o m in g  increasingly  clear,"  S p eak e r  S ilve r said , "that after the war, the S w iss  banks  fa iled  to fully
acco u n t  fo r the m oney  deposi ted  by v ictim s o f  the Holocaust."
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M u s e u m s  s l a m m e d  o v e r  a r t  s t o l e n  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  II

(Adds materia l State Departm ent expected) By Joan Gralla

/ '  NEW YORK (Reuters) - Sen. A lfonse D 'Amato, who next week plans to introduce leg is la tion regard ing art stolen 
during World W a r II, Sunday accused museums around the world of relying on "lega l fic tions" to keep such art.

D 'Amato did not elaborate on the proposa l, but said, " I t ’s a very comprehensive bill tha t will moveTus forward in 
this area, it will have international ram ifications."

The New York Republican, who heads the Senate Banking Comm ittee, helped force Sw iss banks to estab lish u 
fund fo r Holocaust survivors afte r allegations the Swiss used its neutra lity to profit from the war.

" I  don't th ink the great ga lleries ... tha t now hold this artwork, are interested in find ing a quick ... settlem ent of 
these cla im s," D 'Amato said at a confe rence on Holocaust issues held at the Benjam in N. Cardozo School of 
Law.

The World Jew ish Congress (WJC), which is investigating the whereabouts of artwork looted during the war, said 
the Nazis stole about 100,000 pieces of art from Jews and others in France alone. O ve r 55,000 works have never 
been returned to the ir rightful owners.

Israel Singer, WJC Secretary General, wants U.S. museums to document what artwork was sto len and what 
efforts have been made to return it.

"H ope fu lly , in the next week we will get some announcements from the 220 museum s in th is coun try to 
volunta rily do an audit, toge ther w ith the WJC comm ission on art," he said.

A source fam ilia r w ith D 'Amato 's legislation said it would seek to estab lish a method to de term ine the orig in of 
d isputed art "ce rta in ly in this coun try ."

The source added the bill a lso would say that artworks w ith "dub ious" orig ins be given back to the rightfu l owners. 
If no heirs or cla imants can be found and the work was sto len from Jew ish fam ilies, he added it shou ld go back to 
the Jew ish people, though he did not say how that would be done.

W hat role the United States m ight play in persuad ing or forcing museums outside its ju risd ic tion to return art was 
not clear but the Manhattan D istric t Atto rney recently stopped New York's Museum of Modern A rt from returning 
two paintings by Egon Schie le to the Leopold Museum in V ienna until the ownersh ip was investigated.

The C linton adm in istra tion is in the early stages of deve lop ing a policy on stolen art and is planning a June 
confe rence on m issing Holocaust assets like jewelry, books and manuscripts, Bennett Freeman, an offic ia l in the 
State Department, said.

Next month, Washington will issue a second report on attempts to recover Nazi loot, accord ing to Freeman.

The State Department's first report, issued last May, included unusually harsh critic ism of the United States and 
its Allies, saying no country did enough to save the innocent, including Jews, Gypsies, political opponents and 
others, from dying at the hands of the Nazis.

Freeman, sen ior advisor to the undersecre tary of state fo r econom ics, business and agricu ltu ra l affa irs, said the 
new report would provide more detail on the wartim e roles of neutra l and nonbelligerent countries.

Those coun tries include Argentina, Portugal, Spain, and Turkey. The analysis will also focus on U.S. policy, 
efforts to curta il trade and negotia tions afte r the war to recover assets plundered by the Nazis, he said.

The role of Europe's insurers, which Congress also was expected to probe, came up severa l times at the 
conference.

For example, Robert Swift, a lawyer w ith Kohn, Swift & Graf, who has brought a class-action suit aga inst Swiss 
banks, called insurance polic ies the "p o o r man's Swiss bank accounts," saying that before the war they were 
much more w idely used than banks by those who were not wealthy.
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S T A T E  O F  N E W  Y O R K

P A G E  1

3513
1997-1998 R e gul ar Sessions 

I N  S E N A T E  
M arch 12, 1997

I n t r o d u c e d  b y  Sens. PADAVAN, COOK, GOODMAN, JOHNSON, LARKIN, LEIBELL, 
MALTESE, MARCHI, MEIER, PRESENT, SALAND, SKELOS, TRUNZO, VELELLA,
V O L K E R  -- read twice and ordered printed, and w h e n  p r i n t e d  to be
c o m m i t t e d  to the C o m m ittee on Banks 

AN A C T  to a m e n d  the b a n k i n g  law, in r e l ation to the disposal  of certain 
H o l o c a u s t  assets
THE P E O P L E  OF THE STATE OF N E W  YORK, R EPRE S E N T E D  IN S ENATE AND A S S E M­

BLY, DO E N A C T  AS FOLLOWS:
1 S e c t i o n  1. The b a n k i n g  law is amended  by a dding a new s e c t i o n  205 to
2  read as follows:
3 S 205. I N D E P E N D E N T  A U D I T  OF ACCOUNTS; D I S P O S A L  OF H O L O C A U S T  ASSETS. 1.
4 E V E R Y  F O R E I G N  B A N K I N G  C O R P O R A T I O N  L I C E N S E D  P U R S U A N T  TO THIS C H A P T E R  TO
5 M A I N T A I N  ONE O R  MORE BRANCHES, AGENCIES, OR R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  OFFICES IN
6  THIS STATE SHALL  M A I N T A I N  OR MAKE A V A I L A B L E  SUCH R E CO RDS AS MAY BE
7 N E C E S S A R Y  T O  D E T E R M I N E  THE EXISTENCE, STATUS, A N D  D I S P O S I T I O N  OF ANY
8  A C C O U N T S  OR ASSETS T H A T  WERE ES TABL I S H E D  OR D E P O S I T E D  W I T H  SUCH F O REIGN
9 B A N K I N G  C O R P O R A T I O N  IN THE C O U NTRY UNDER W H I C H  IT IS I N C O R P O R A T E D  PRIOR

10 TO A U G U S T  FIFTEENTH, N I N E T E E N  H U NDRED F ORT Y-FIVE BY V I C T I M S  OF NAZI
11 P E R S E C U T I O N  O R  T H E I R  FAMILIES. W ITHI N ONE H U NDRED E I G H T Y  DAYS OF THE
12 E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF THIS SECTION, THE S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  S H A L L  PROMULGATE
13 R E G U L A T I O N S  P R O V I D I N G  FOR AN INDEPENDENT A U D I T  AND R E V I E W  OF ANY
14 A C C O U N T S  O R  ASSETS T H A T  WERE E S T A B L I S H E D  OR D E P O S I T E D  W I T H  A N Y  SUCH
15 F O R E I G N  B A N K I N G  C O R P O R A T I O N  IN THE COUNTRY U N D E R  W H I C H  IT IS INCORPO-
16 RATED P R I O R  TO A U G U S T  FIFTEENTH, N I N E T E E N  H U NDRED  F O R T Y - F I V E  BY V I CT IMS
17 OF NAZI P E R S E C U T I O N  O R  T H E I R  FAMILIES A N D  WHICH HAVE HAD NO DEPOSITS,
18 W I THDR AWALS, OR O T H E R  T R A NSACTIONS SINCE J A NUARY FIRST, N I N E T E E N  H U N D R E D
19 FIFTY. A N Y  SUCH ACCOUNTS, F O L L OWING SUCH A U D I T  A N D  R E V I E W  E S T A B L I S H I N G
20 AND V E R I F Y I N G  THE P R E REQUISITES OF THIS S U B D I V I S I O N  THEREFOR, SHALL BE
21 C L A S S I F I E D  AS D O R M A N T  ACCOUNTS AND T URNED OVER TO THE C O M P T R O L L E R  OR
22 SUCH O T H E R  E N T I T Y  D E S I G N A T E D  BY THE U N ITE D STATES C O M P T R O L L E R  OF THE
23 C U R R E N C Y  TO BE D I S T R I B U T E D  TO THE D E P O S I T O R  T H EREOF OR SUCH DEP OSI T O R ' S
24 C L O S E S T  L I V I N G  RELATIVE. THE ASSETS OF A D O RM ANT ACCOUNT, FOR W H I C H  THE

E X P L A N A T I O N — M a t t e r  in ITALICS (underscored) is new; m a t t e r  in brackets
{ } is old law to be omitted.
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P A G E  2

1 D E P O S I T O R  O R  SUCH D E P O S I T O R ' S  C L O S E S T  L I V I N G  RELATIVE C A N N O T  BE LOCATED,
2 S H A L L  BE U S E D  FOR THE B E N E F I T  OF V I C TIMS  OF NAZI P E R S E C U T I O N  IN A  M A N N E R
3 SET F O R T H  B Y  T HE COMPTROLLER, OR SUCH O T H E R  E N TITY D E S I G N A T E D  BY THE
4 U N I T E D  S TATES  C O M P T R O L L E R  OF THE CURRENCY, IN C O N S U L T A T I O N  WIT H THE
5 S UPERIN TENDENT.
6  2. PROVIDED, HOWEVER, T H A T  A N Y  A C C O U N T  O R  A S S E T  D E C L A R E D  TO BE D O R M A N T
7 P U R S U A N T  TO S U B D I V I S I O N  ONE OF THIS S E C T I O N  SHALL NOT, P U R S U A N T  THERETO,
8  BE C L A S S I F I E D  AS D O R M A N T  N O R  T URNED O V E R  FOR D I S T R I B U T I O N  OR A N Y  O T H E R
9 P U R P O S E  U NLESS THE COMPTROLLER, SUCH O T H E R  ENTITY SO D E S I G N A T E D  BY THE

10 U N I T E D  STATES C O M P T R O L L E R  OF THE CURRENCY. THE D E P O S I T O R  OR HIS C L O S E S T
11 L I V I N G  RELATIVE, AS THE CASE M A Y  BE, SHALL A L S O  E I T H E R  PROCURE A
12 R E S T R A I N I N G  ORDER, INJU NCTION OR OTHER A P P R O P R I A T E  PROCESS A G A I N S T  SAID
13 F O R E I G N  B A N K I N G  C O R P O R A T I O N  FROM A  C O U R T  OF C O M P E T E N T  J U R I S D I C T I O N  IN
14 THE U N I T E D  STATES IN A  CAUSE T H E R E I N  I NSTITUTED BY SUCH C O M P T R O L L E R  OR
15 O T H E R  P A R T Y  H E R E I N A B O V E  D E S I G N A T E D  IN THIS S U B D I V I S I O N  W H E R E I N  THE
16 P E R S O N  T O  W H O S E  A C C O U N T  THE C R E D I T  OR D E P O S I T  STANDS, OR FOR WHOSE
17 A C C O U N T  THE SEC URITIES OR O T H E R  PROPERTY ARE HELD, O R  HIS E X E C U T O R  OR
18 A D M I N I S T R A T O R  IS MADE A PARTY A ND SERVED W I T H  SUMMONS, OR SHALL EXECUTE
19 TO S A I D  F O R E I G N  B A NKING CORPORATION, IN FORM A N D  W I T H  SURETIES A CCEP T A -
20 BLE T O  IT, A B OND INDEM N I F Y I N G  SAID F O R E I G N  B A N KIN G C O R P O R A T I O N  FROM A N Y
21 A N D  A L L  LIABILITY, LOSS, DAMAGE, COSTS AND EXPENSES, FOR AND O N  A C C O U N T
22 OF THE P A Y M E N T  OF OR D E L I V E R Y  PURSUAN T TO SUCH A D V E R S E  C L A I M  OR THE
23 D I S H O N O R  OF THE O R D E R  OF THE P E R S O N  TO WHOSE A C C O U N T  THE C R E D I T  OR
24 D E P O S I T  STANDS O N  THE BOOKS OF SAID F O REIGN  B A N K I N G  C O R P O R A T I O N  OR FOR
25 WHO SE A C C O U N T  THE SECUR ITIES O R  OTHER PROPERTY ARE HEL D BY SAID F O REIGN
26 B A N K I N G  CORP ORATION.
27 S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

BILL: S03513 P A D A V A N
No same as
ON FILE: 03/20/97 B a nk ing Law
TITLE.... P rovi d e s  for d i s p o s i t i o n  of Holoc aust assets of foreign b a n king 
co r po rations l i c ensed to do business in New York; establ ishes certain 
condi t i o n s  t h e r e f o r  
03/12/97 R E F E R R E D  TO BANKS

BILL N U M B E R  : S3513
PURPOSE : P r o v i d e s  for the d i s p o s i t i o n  of Hol ocaust assets of

foreign b a n k i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n s  licensed to do business in New York; 
e stablishes  c e r t a i n  conditi ons therefor.
S U MMA RY OF P R O V I S I O N S  : Adds a new section 205 to the B a nking Law

r e q u iring all for eign banks licensed by the State to open their books 
and records to the inspec t i o n  of the Bank ing Department  in order to 
identify the existence, status, and d i s p o s i t i o n  of any accounts or 
assets a b r o a d  that m a y  have been deposi ted by victims of the 
Holocaust. A l s o  allows the State Comptroller, or other e ntity 
de s i g n a t e d  b y  the federal government, to acquire such accounts for 
d i s p o s i t i o n  to the d e p o s i t o r  or their survivors if any. If the 
d e p o s i t o r  or sur vivors cannot be found, the assets w o u l d  be used for 
the b e n e f i t  of H o l o c a u s t  victims.
J U S T I F I C A T I O N  : The U n i t e d  States Senate Banking C o m m ittee r e c e n t l y  

reporte d that the Swiss Bankers A s s o c i a t i o n  has admitted that 893 
accounts, c o n t a i n i n g  $32 m i l l i o n  have b een traced to H o l o c a u s t  victims 
who a t t e m p t e d  to s a f e g u a r d  their assets from the Nazis. This figure 
is w i d e l y  c o n s i d e r e d  the tip of the iceberg. U nder p r e s s u r e  from Sen. 
Al fonse D ' A m a t o  and the World  J e wish Congress, Swiss banks have agreed 
to a r e s t i t u t i o n  fund c o n t a i n i n g  tens of millions of dollars more than
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the 893 accounts, but no independent audit of these banks  has taken 
place due to Swiss bank s e crec y laws. S e nator D ' A m a t o  has r e v e a l e d  
that c e r t a i n  Swiss bankers r e c ently a t t e m p t e d  to d e s t r o y  d o c u ment s 
that w o u l d  be help ful to an independent i n quiry (the a f f e c t e d  bank 
w ould be c o v e r e d  b y  the l e g i s l a t i o n ) .
This l e g i s l a t i o n  will enable the Superi n t e n d e n t  of b a n k i n g  to p r o v i d e  
for an i n d e p e n d e n t  audit of the assets held a b road b y  a n y  foreign ban k 
licensed b y  N e w  Y o r k  State. A n y  assets o r i g i n a t i n g  from the H o l o c a u s t  
will be t u r n e d  o v e r  to the depositor  or their s urvivors (if any) or 
will be u s e d  for the b e n efit of H o l o c aust victims. A c c o r d i n g  to data 
obtained from the B a n king Department, 196 foreign banks, w i t h  over 
$543 b i l l i o n  in assets are charte red by N e w  York State, w h i l e  o n l y  48 
foreign banks are c h a r t e r e d  by the federal g overnm ent nationwide.
While this bill will not affect fed erally chart ered institutions, the 
U.S. C o m p t r o l l e r  of the C u r r e n c y  only licenses two Swiss banks to do 
business in this country, only one of w h i c h  operates in N e w  Y o r k  u n d e r  
a federal charter. Eight Swiss banks are licensed b y  N e w  York State: 
Credit Suisse, Swiss Bank Corp., Union Bank of Switzerland, B S I - B a n c a  
Della S v i z z e r a  Italiana —  all of w h i c h  m a i n t a i n  branches in N e w  York; 
Baer A m e r i c a n  B a n k i n g  Corp., w h i c h  is e stablis hed as an Investment 
C o mpa ny u n d e r  A r t i c l e  XII of the Bankin g Law; Banaue Du C redit 
Agricol e (Suisse), M u l t i - C o m m e r c i a l  Bank, and Uni on B a n caire Privee 
which are l i c e n s e d  to have repres e n t a t i v e  offices in N e w  Yor k State. 
FISCAL I M P L I C A T I O N S  : To be determined.
EFFECTIVE DATE : Imme di a t e l y  upon enactment.

BILL: S03513 PAD AVAN
No same as
Add S205, B a n k  L
Provides for d i s p o s i t i o n  of Holocaust assets of foreign b a n k i n g  c o r p o r a t i o n s  
licensed to do business in New York w h e r e  independent audit and r e v i e w  
establishes that assets were de posited in c o u ntry of such foreign bank's 
in c o r p o r a t i o n  p r i o r  to A u g u s t  15, 1945 and are no w d o r mant since J a n u a r y  1, 
1950; c o m p t r o l l e r  to make regulations for such audit and review; such foreign 
banks are to t u r n  d o rmant accounts over to c o m p t r o l l e r  or such e n t i t y  as the 
U. S. c o m p t r o l l e r  of the c u r r e n c y  shall d e s i gnate to be d i s t r i b u t e d  to the 
depositor, his c l os est living relative or for the b e n e f i t  of victims of Nazi 
pe r s e c u t i o n  in a m a n n e r  set forth in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of 
banks; p r o v i d e s  certain safeguards for such foreign banks.
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1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
2 WHEREAS, Recent published reports have indicated that

3 before and during World War II money and assets taken from

4 Jewish captives of Nazi Germany were deposited into Swiss

5 bank accounts; and
6 WHEREAS, An attempt is being made by the Swiss government

7 i-nd the banks of Switzerland to establish a foundation to

8 maitc amends for their country's dealings with Nazi Germany;

9 and
10 WHEREAS, The Illinois General Assembly welcomes the

11 establishment of a Humanitarian Fund for Holocaust Victims by

12 Switzerland’s three largest banks. Their action represents a

13 hopeful sign of Swiss determination to resolve fully and

14 fairly the matter of missing Jewish assets deposited into

15 Swiss banks before and during World War II; and

16 WHEREAS, A full page advertisement in the Swiss press is

17 recent testimony to the wish of many citizens that their

18 nation move fixmly in the direction of compensation. The ad,

19 a petition by more than one hundred Swiss academics and

20 artists demanding that Switzerland and its people acknowledge

21 their moral obligations toward Jewish groups, reportedly

22 generated an outpouring of support from Switzerland's leaders

23 to address the issue of public attitudes towards Jews, the
24 Holocaust, and the past in a serious way, including education

25 which raises issues concerning the moral dilemmas facing

26 Switzerland during and after the war, and
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27 WHEREAS, Two commissions have been established by the

28 Swiss government to investigate Switzerland's wartime

29 dealings that can illuminate the process. The General

30 Assembly believes the establishment of these commissions

31 farther reflects Swiss recognition of a moral obligation to

32 uncover the truth, especially in light of the advanced age of

-2- LRB9005446KBkbA

1 the Holocaust survivor population; therefore, be it
2 RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETIETH GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY
3 OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES
4 CONCURRING HEREIN, that we call for the Swiss government to

5 make clear, unequivocal, and forceful statements to the Swiss

6 citizenry condemning any expressions of anti-Semitism in

7 Switzerland; and be it further

8 RESOLVED, That the General Assembly, along with the

9 United States government and the organized Jewish community,

10 welcomes the establishment of a Humanitarian Fund for

11 Holocaust Victims by Switzerland's three largest banks; and

12 be it further
13 RESOLVED, That the General Assembly joins with the United

14 States government and the organized Jewish community in a
15 call for a full and honest accounting concerning unclaimed
16 funds and for adherence by all to the highest ethical
17 standards in advancing a just and moral resolution that will
18 serve the interests of all parties involved; and be it
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19 further
20 RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be

21 presented to the Illinois Congressional delegation, the

22 United States Secretary of State, and the Counsel General of

23 Switzerland located in Chicago, Illinois.
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BILL N U M B E R :  SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 24 

DESCRIPTION: SWITZERLAND-JEWISH F U N D S A V W H  

SPONSORS: SENATE C A R R O L L  - B E R M A N

LOCATION: SENATE 

A M E N D M E N T S  ADOPTED: H O U S E  - 0 SENATE- 0 

LAST ACTION DATE: 97-05-21

LAST ACTION: C O M M I T T E E  EXECUTIVE

7

SEXC
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H JR 18

BILL N U M B E R :  H O U S E  JOINT RESOLUTION 18

DESCRIPTIO N : SW ITZERLA N D -B A N KS-JEW ISH  FUNDS

SPONSORS: H O U S E  FE IGENHOLTZ - CURRIE 
S E N A T E  C A R R O L L  - B E R M A N

LOCATION: H O U S E

A M E N D M E N T S  ADOPTED: H O U S E  - 0 SENATE- 0

L A S T  ACTION DATE: 97-05-23

LAST ACTION: A D O P T E D  B O T H
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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION /?

2 WHEREAS, Recent published reports have indicated that

3 before and during World War n  money and assets taken from

4 Jewish captives of Nazi Germany were deposited into Swiss

5 bank accounts; and

6 WHEREAS, An attempt is being made by the Swiss government

7 and the banks of Switzerland to establish a foundation to

8 make amends for their country’s dealings with Nazi Germany;

9 and

10 WHEREAS, The Illino is General Assembly welcomes the

11 establishment of a Humanitarian Fund for Holocaust Victims by

12 Switzerland's three largest banks; their action represents a

13 hopeful sign of Swiss determination to resolve fully and

14 fairly the matter of missing Jewish assets deposited into

15 Swiss banks before and during World War H; and

16 WHEREAS, A fu ll page advertisement in the Swiss press is

17 recent testimony to the wish of many citizens that their

18 nation move firmly in the direction of compensation; the

19 advertisement, a petition by more than one hundred Swiss

20 academics and artists demanding that Switzerland and its

21 people acknowledge their moral obligations toward Jewish

22 groups, reportedly generated an outpouring of support from

23 Switzerland's leaders to address the issue of public

24 attitudes towards Jews, the Holocaust, and the past in a

25 serious way, including education which raises issues



26 concerning the moral dilemmas facing Switzerland during and

27 after the war; and
28 WHEREAS, Two commissions have been established by the

29 Swiss government to investigate Switzerland's wartime
30 dealings that can illuminate the process; the General
31 Assembly believes the establishment of these commissions ,
32 further reflects Swiss recognition of a moral obligation to

-2- LRB9005452KBkbA

1 uncover the truth, especially in light of the advanced age of

2 the Holocaust survivor population; therefore, be it
3 RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
4 NINETIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

THE
5 SENATE CONCURRING HEREIN, that we call for the Swiss

6 government to make clear, unequivocal, and forceful
7 statements to the Swiss citizenry condemning any expressions

8 of anti-Semitism in Switzerland; and be it further
9 RESOLVED, That the General Assembly, along with the
10 United States government and the organized Jewish community,
11 welcomes the establishment of a Humanitarian Fund for
12 Holocaust Victims by Switzerland's three largest banks; and

13 be it further
14 RESOLVED. That the General Assembly joins with the United
15 States government and the organized Jewish community in a
16 call for a full and honest accounting concerning unclaimed
17 funds and for adherence by all to the highest ethical
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18 standards in advancing a just and moral resolution that will

19 serve the interests of all parties involved; and be it

20 further

21 RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be

22 presented to the Illinois Congressional delegation, the

23 United States Secretary of State, and the Counsel General of

24 Switzerland located in Chicago, Illinois.
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Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 43
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In troduced  by Assembly M em bers M urray, Aroner, Baca, 
Bowler, Cardoza, Davis, H ertzberg, Knox, K uehl, L em pert, 
M achado, M igden, Scott, W ashington, W ayne, and W right

(Coauthors: Senators Hughes, Lee, Leslie, Rosenthal, Solis,
and Watson)

April 10,1997

Assembly C oncurren t Resolution No. 43—Relative to state 
investm ents.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DICEST
ACR 43, as in troduced, Murray. State investm ents.
This m easure would encourage the  Board of A dm inistration 

of the Public Em ployees R etirem en t System, the State 
T reasurer, and the  executive m anagem ent of any state agency 
that is authorized to invest or transact financial businesses 
w ith  private  financial institutions that do business w ith Swiss 
banking interests to call upon the  m anagem en t of those 
in terests to publicly release all inform ation relative to the 
personal accounts of Jews that have rem ained  do rm an t since 
W orld W ar II, and all inform ation regard ing  financial 
transactions betw een  the  Nazi G erm an governm ent, financial 
institutions and governm ental officials, and the  m em bers of 
the  Swiss Bankers Association for the sam e period.

Fiscal com m ittee: yes.

1 WHEREAS, T he en tire  world has b een  shocked by the
2 revelations about gold and o ther valuable personal

99
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1 possessions th a t w ere  taken  from  the victim s of the  Jewish
2 H olocaust by Nazi G erm any, placed in  Swiss banks, and
3 th a t rem ained  h idden  th ere  from  the survivors and the
4 families of the victims for five decades; and
5 WHEREAS, Investigations have revealed  cash deposits
6 m ade in those banks by Jewish families that feared, and
7 u ltim ately  becam e the  victims of the Holocaust, which
8 are  the rightful p ro p erty  of the Holocaust survivors and
9 the  families of the victims, bu t that rem ain  undisclosed

10 and  u n re tu rn ed  to them ; and
11 WHEREAS, Virtually all inform ation regarding the
12 sale or deposit of unknow n billions of dollars of Nazi
13 G erm an assets to Swiss banking institutions, and data
14 regard ing  the  existence and status of the long dorm ant
15 accounts of Holocaust victims and survivors hay-been
16 discovered w ithou t th e  participation  and assistance of the
17 Swiss banking interests; and
18 WHEREAS, P residen t Clinton and the leadership of
19 the U nited States Congress have established a strong
20 bipartisan approach  to pressure the  Swiss banking
21 institutions .to release- bank records in an effort to
22 d e te rm in e  the .am o u n t of-m oney an d -o th e r valuables
23 ta k e n " from  H olocaust- rictim s- and  s u r v i v o r a n d  to
24 identify thosediving and the families of those who have
25 died who are th e  leg itim ate claim ants for those resources;
26 and
27 WHEREAS, California has long been  a leader in the
28 effort to m em orialize and rem em ber the tragic events of
29 the  Holocaust in w hich six million Jews w ere m urdered
30 by the Nazi G erm an dictatorship so that the  horrors of
31 this genocide will n ever be rep ea ted  again; and
32 WHEREAS, All A m erican* hav®*-*; stake in ensuring
33 thafejttsriceis done. A partheid  was en d ed  in South Africa
34 by A m ericans of a11 races fighting a battle  together for
35 w hat was and is right, regardless of race or religion, and
36 tha t battle  was prim arily  spurred  by California’s decision
37 to divest ffom  South Africa; and M n A cc\
38 WHEREAS, I t  inappropria te  for California to join  o ther
39 states in  the  effort to force the Swiss banking institutions
40 to release inform ation th a t will bring closure to another
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ACR 43

disturbing ch ap te r in the history w e know  as the 
Holocaust, and justice to those who lost their w ealth , g reat 
or small, to the  actions of the Nazi G erm ans and  th e  Swiss 

.banks* and
WHEREAS, T he P ublic _ Em ployees- R etirem en t 

System, th e  State T reasurer, and  o th er s ta te  en tities m ay 
conduct financial transactions tha t involve m em bers of 
the Swiss Bankers Association; now, there fo re , b e  it 

Resolved b y  the A ssem bly  o f  the State o f  California, the  
S en a te  thereo f concurring, T hat th e  L egislature of the 
State of California encourages '....the B oard  of 
A dm inistration of the  Public Em ployees R etirem en t 
System, the State T reasurer, a n d u J h e  executive 
m anagem ent of any s ta te  agency that is au thorized  to 
invest or transact financial business w ith  p riv a te  financial 
institutions tha t do business w ith Swiss banking in terests  
to call upon the m anagem en t of.those interests, to publicly  
release all inform ation relative to the  personal accounts 
of Jews tha t have rem ained  dorm an t since W orld W ar II, 
and all inform ation regard ing  financial transactions 
betw een  the- Nazi G erm an governm ent, financial 
institutions and Nazi governm ental officials, and  the 
m em bers of the  Swiss Bankers Association fo r  the-sam e 
period; and be it fu rther 

Resolved, T ha t the  C hief C lerk of th e . Assem bly 
transm it copies of this resolution to the G overnor, the 
State T reasurer, and  to the Board of A dm inistration of the 
Public Em ployees R etirem en t System.

O
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S T A T E  OF  R H O D E  I S L A N D

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

JACTUARY SESSION, A.D. 1997

H O U S E  R E S O L U T I O N

GALLING UPON SWISS BANKS TO COMPENSATE 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS, THEIR FAMILIES OR 
JEWISH COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
FOR REFUSING TO RETURN DEPOSITS DATING

Back to before world war ix

97-H 5196

InlrodugSil fly: Reps. CiciJliiie, Barone, Long, Aiello and 
C. Lovesque

fia^lmrtxjvwd: Janumy 14,1997 

Referred To. Read and Passed

1 WHEREAS, When the Nazis came Co pouer in  Germany more than h a lf  a

2 cen tu ry  ago, many German Jews f r a n t i c a l ly  aenc ch e ir va luab les to

3 s e c re t bank accounta in  neucraL Sw itzerland , b e liev ing  th a t th e i r  pos-

4 sess ion s would ba sa fe . They were wrong. For Che paSC 50 y e a rs , when

5 HolocausC su rv ivo rs o r Cheir fam ilie s have come to claim  th e i r  ac -

6 coun ts , cha banners in Zurich and Geneva have o ften  refused to oc-

7 knowledge ch a ir claim s; and
8 WHEREAS, Thousands of d e c la s s if ie d  documents from B ric ish , French

9 and American arch ives conc lus iv e ly  prova Chac abouc 56 b i l l io n  of Nazi

10 loo ted  gold was shipped to Sw itzerland during World War I I ,  Gold from

11 c en tra l banka across plundered Europe, along wich Che n e lta d  wedding

12 r in g s , b ra c e le c a , and cooth f i l l i n g s  o f deach camp v ic c in a , jo ined
13 s e c u r ic ie s , cash , artw ork , fu rn i tu re  and insurance po lie io a  concealed

14 in  Swiss banka; and
15 WHEREAS, Swiss bonk deposits l e f t  by Jews la te r  murdered in the

16 Holocaust have not been made a v a ila b le  to h e i r s , or in  casss where
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th e re  o re no h e ir s , to  che world Jew ish connr.nity. Even Swiss o f f i ­
c ia l s  admit th a t Chase dormant accounts con ta in  tens o f m illio n s of 
d o l la r s . The ac tu a l figu re is  probably much h igher; and

WHEREAS, Although ic  hao denied any r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r those ac­
counts fo r decades, Sw itzerland has bowed CO in te rn a t io n a l p ressu re 

0 and appointed a commission to in v e s t ig a te  wartime d ep o s its . The 

7 in v e s t ig a t io n  may cake u n ti l  che year 2001. How many f r a i l  Holocaust

0 su rv iv o r3 u t i l  s t i l l  be a liv e  in  che nexc cen tu ry  to claim  th e ir  prop-

9 CrCy?} and
10 WHEREAS, Holocausc su rv ivors deserve some measure of ju s t ic e
11 before they d ie . Where the re  a re  no su rv ivo rs or h c ira , th e se  loog

12 hidden a s se ts  should go CO Jewish communities th a t to  th is  day

13 s tru g g le  to recover from che h o rr ib le  consequences of the Holocausc;

14 now, th e re fo re , be ic

15 RESOLVED, That th is  Housa of R ap rassn ta tiv as o f cha St3Ce of

16 Rhode Is land  and Providence P lan ta tiono  applaudc the e f f o r ts  of P rc s i-

17 dent C lin ton , who has S tcadfasc ly  supported che Jewish people in  th is
10 in v e s t ig a t io n , Hew York Senator A lfonse O'Araacu, who has held  Senate

19 Banking Commitccc hearings co a rr iv e  a t the cru th  in  th is  n a t te r ,  and

20 che World Jewish Congress fo r che p ressu re they have app lied  to Swiss
21 banks and che Swiss government to r e c t i f y  th is  monstrous in ju s t i c e .
22 This Housa, moreover, c a l l s  upon che govarnmsnt of Sw itzerland , and

23 Che Swiss banking indu stry , to  compensate Holocaust su rv iv o rs , th e i r

24 h c ira , or Jewish communities in  Sw itzerland and throughout the  world

25 fo r denying them Chair p roparty  fo r  more than 30 years. Simple

26 humanity c r ie s  out ag a in st th is  conspiracy of s ilen ce  and creed and
27 demands immediate ju s t ic e  and r e s t i t u t io n ;  and be i t  fu r th e r
28 RESOLVED, That the Secretary  of S ta te  be and h« hereby i s  au tho r-

29 iaod and d ire c ted  CO cranomic duly c e r t i f i e d  copies of th is  re so lu tio n

-2-
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CO P re s id en t B ill C lin to n , Senator Alfonse D'Amato, Che WorLd Jew ish 

Congress and the Suiss Ambassador co the Uniced S ta te s posted in Wash-  

ing ton , D.C.
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R E : R e q u e st  fo r  S c h e d u lin g  o f  C o m m ittee  S u b st itu te  fo r  H o u se  B ill 20
(F IN )

I  r e sp e c t fu l ly  re q u e st  the sc h e d u lin g  o f  C S H B  20 (F IN ) : D o g  M u sh in g  C o n te st s , 

b e fo re  the Senate State A f fa ir s  C o m m ittee  at y o u r e a r lie st  p o s s ib le  co n v e n ie n ce .

T h i s  b i l l  w o u ld  a llo w  d o g  m u sh e r s  a s so c ia t io n s  to co n d u c t  sta te w id e  g a m es o f  
ch a n ce  o n  s le d  d o g  ra ce s that are re co g n ize d  b y  the D iv is io n  o f  C h a rita b le  G a m in g .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f m y  re q u e st . P lea se  co n ta ct m y  a id e , T o m  

W r ig h t , i f  y o u  re q u ire  fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n  o r  i f  y o u  have any q u e st io n s.

IM I / t w

MEMORANDUM

T O : Sen a to r L yd a  G re e n , C h a ir
Senate State A f fa ir s  C o m m ittee

F R O M : R e p re se n ta tiv e  Iv a n  M .

D A T E : F eb ru a ry  1 9 , 1 9 9 7

Session 
Alaska State Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-4942 

1-800-323-4942 
Fax: (907) 465-4589 

www.akrcpublicans.org/Ivan.him
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S E C T IO N A L  A N A L Y S IS  - C O M M IT T E E  S U B S T IT U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  20 (F IN )

S e c t io n  1 :  A m e n d s A S  0 5 .15 .18 0 (b ) b y  a d d in g  d o g  m u sh e r s ' c o n te st s  to the l i s t  o f 
p e r m is s ib le  a c t iv it ie s .

S e c t io n  2 : A m e n d s A S  0 5 .15 .6 9 0 (12 ) b y  a d d in g  su b se c t io n  (B) w h ic h  sta te s that a 

gam e o f  ch a n ce  m ay be co n d u cte d  b y  a d o g  m u sh e r s ' a s so c ia t io n  in  co n ju n c t io n  

w ith  the race.

S e c t io n  3 : R ep ea ls and reena cts A S  0 5 .15 .18 0  (b). T h is  n e w  se c t io n  re v e rts to o r ig in a l 

sta tu te  to in c lu d e  d og  m u sh e r s ' c o n te st s  d u e  to the su n se t  c la u se  w h ic h  w a s  adopted  

w ith  the p a ssa g e  o f H o u se  B ill 14 6  in  19 9 5 .
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  I v a n  M .  I v a n

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  - C O M M IT T E E  S U B S T IT U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  20 (F IN )

C o m m itte e  S u b st itu te  fo r  H o u se  B ill 20 (F IN )  w o u ld  a u th o r iz e  d o g  m u sh e r s ' 

a s so c ia t io n s , w h ic h  ru n  ra ce s re c o g n iz e d  b y  the D iv is io n  o f  C h a rita b le  G a m in g , to 
c o n d u c t  sta te w id e  ga m es o f  ch a n ce . T h e  d iv i s io n  re c o g n iz e s  th o se  a s so c ia t io n s  

w h ic h  h a ve  been  in  e x is te n c e  fo r  at le a st  th ree  y e a rs , ha ve at le a st  25 A la sk a n  

m e m b e rs and be a not fo r  p ro fit  o rg a n iza tio n . P r iz e s  o f  m o n e y  w il l  be aw arded  fo r 

the c lo se s t  g u e s se s  o f at lea st three e le m en ts o f  u n certa in ty  about a s le d  dog race that 
ca n n o t be d e te rm in e d  b e fo re  the sta rt  o f  the  race . T h e  in te n t i s  to p ro v id e  a 

m e c h a n ism  to a s s i s t  ra ce  o r g a n iz in g  c o m m itte e s  to b e co m e  f in a n c ia l ly  se lf -  
su f f ic ie n t .

H ig h  p ro f i le  p ro te st s  fro m  an im a l r ig h t s  a c t iv is t s  have ca u se d  im p orta n t co rp ora te  
sp o n s o r s  to w ith d ra w  f in a n c ia l su p p o rt . C o m m itte e  S u b st itu te  fo r H o u se  B ill 20 
(F IN ) w o u ld  create a sw e e p sta k e s s im ila r  to o n e  p a sse d  by the p re v io u s le g is la tu re  

fo r the  Id ita ro d  Race C o m m itte e  a n d , h o p e fu lly , a llo w  s le d  d o g  ra ces w h ic h  do not 
have s t ro n g  f in a n c ia l b a ck in g  to co n tin u e .

C o m m itte e  S u b st itu te  fo r  H o u se  B i l l  20 (F IN )  w i l l  a llo w  co n te sta n ts to p u rc h a se  

t ick e ts o n  w h ic h  the co n te sta n t w o u ld  g u e s s  the ch e ck p o in ts and f in is h  l in e  a rriv a l 
t im e s , the tem p era tu re  w h e n  the a p a rt icu la r  team c r o s s e s  the f in i s h  l in e , total 

n u m b e r  o f  d o g s  that f in i s h  the ra ce , etc. T h e  d o g  m u sh e r s ' a s so c ia t io n s  w i l l  

a d m in iste r  the m u sh e r s ' co n te st s  in  co n ju n ct io n  w ith  state reg u la to ry  a u th o rity .
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PERMIT
DUMBER the ORGAN I2ATION_____________________
aOOlO GRCATER ANCHORAGE, INC.

960010 miacoKuiN 300 race cowttcc, inc.
960077 MONTANA CREEK 50C MUSHERS ASSOC. INC. 
960121 NOOGVIK SPORTS CLUB 
960128 YUKON OUESY INTERHATIONAL 
960131 IOITAROO TRAIL CCfWITTEE, INC.
960253 TANANA DOG MUSHERS ASSN
960313 GREATER FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF CWERCE
960333 KIANA GLUFF JUMPERS SEARCH & RESCUE
960408 CHISTOCH1MA VILLAGE CnjNCIL
960434 ALPINE CIVIC CLUB
960521 CITY OF MOUNTAIN VILLAGE
960549 ST MARYS FIRE DEPARTMENT
960635 NOME KENNEL CLUB
960660 CHATANIKA NONPROFIT CCWUNITY CCUNLIl 
960818 INTERIOR DOG MUSHERS, INC.
9608S4 ALASKAN SLED DOC RACING ASSOCIATION
960994 GALENA OOG WSHERS
961051 CITY OF HUSLIA
961062 NOfiTHUAY VILLAGE COUNCIL
961133 ALASKA DOG PUSHERS ASSOCIATION
961176 VENETIE VILLAGE COUNCIL
961279 BRISTOL BAT VINTERFEST
961283 SHISHMAREF OOG MUSHERS ASSOCIATION (OONT
961285 KING SALMON NATIVE ASSOCIATION
961407 NORTHERN LIGHTS BADGER LIONS
961544 AURORA INTERNATICNAl**‘ »SEE COHHENTS****
961360 HUSLIA HUSLER'S SPOKIS ASSOCIATION
961592 FAIRBANKS CONVENTION i  VISITORS BUREAU
961C50 MUSHERS CLUB
961638 IOITAROO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
9617& ALASKA BIRO OBSERVATORY

ADDRESS______________________________
527 EAGLE STREET 
P.O. GOK 330 
P.O. BOX 873273 
P.O. BOX 141 
P.O. BOX 73015 
P.O. BOX 870800 
PO BOX 55
250 CUSHMAN STREET SUITE 20
P.O. SOX 74
PO BOX 241
P.O. BOX 344
P.O. BOX 32085
P.O. SOX 163
P.O. BOX 1892
5760 OLD STEES HUY NORTH
P.O. BOX 30
P.O. eox 110569
PO SOX 14
P.O. SOX 10
P.O. BOX 476
PO SOX 7DG62
P.O. BOX 119
P.O. BOX 433
GENERAL DELIVERY ISSUE PERMIT)
P.O. BOX 63
P.O. BOX 58117
P.O. SOX 520581
P.O. BOX 64
550 FIRST AVENUE
P.O. BOX 21
SOI N WASILLA FISHHOOK RO 
P.O. BOX 80505

PCRM PCRM PCRM1TTCEram city STATE 2IP TYPE
anchorage AK 99501 PERHITTEf
6CTHEL AK *9559 permittee
WASILLA AK 99687 PERMITTEENOORVIK AK 99763 PERMITTEEFAIRBANKS AK 99707 PERMITTEEWASILLA AK 99687 PERMITTEETANANA AK 99777 PERMITTEEFAIRBANKS AK 99701 PERMITTEE
KIANA AK 99749 PERMITTEEGAKONA AK 99586 PERMITTEESUTTON AK 99674 PERMITTEE
MOUNTAIN VILUG AK 99632 PERMITTEEST. MARYS AK 99658 PERMITTEENOME AK 99762 PERHtTTEEFAIRBANKS AK 99712 PERMITTEEMANLEY AK 99756 PERMITTEEANCHORAGE AK 99311 PERMITTEE
GALENA AK 99741 PERMITTEEHUSLIA AK 99746 PERMITTEENORTHWAY AK 99764 permittee
FAIRBANKS AK 99707 PERMITTEE
VENETIE AK 99781 PERMITTEE
KING SALMON AK 99613 permitteeSHISHMAREF AK 99772 permitteeKING SALMON AK 99613 PERMITTEEFAIRBANKS AK 99711 PERMITTEEBIG LAKE AK 99652 PERMITTEEHUSLIA AK 99746 PERMITTEE
FAIRBANKS AK 99701 PERMITTEERUSSIAN MISSION AK 99657 PERMITTEEWASILLA AK 99654 PERMITTEEFAIRBANKS AK 99709 PERMITTEE



Chapter 0 13
Chapter. C H O I3

Source: SC S  CSH B  146 (RLS)
Action Date: May 2, 1995
EfTective Date: See Chapter
95

A N  A C T
Relating to an Iditarod mushing sweepstakes; and providing for an effective date.

* Section 1. A S 0 5 .15 .100(a) i s  amended to read:
(a) The department may issu e  a permit to a municipality or qualified organization. 

The permit gives the municipality or qualified organization the privilege o f conducting bingo, 

raffles and lotteries, pull-tab games, ice c la ssic s , rain c la ssic s, goose c la ss ic s , mercury c la ssic s , 
mushing sweepstakes, canned salmon c la ssic s , salmon c la ssic s , king salmon c la ss ic s , dog 
m ushers' contests, fish  derbies, and contests o f sk ill.

* Sec. 2. A S  0 5 .15 .100(a) is  repealed and reenacted to read:

(a) The department may issu e  a permit to a municipality or qualified organization. 

The permit gives the municipality or qualified organization the privilege o f conducting bingo, 
raffles and lotteries, pull-tab games, ice c la ss ic s , rain c la ssic s, goose c la ss ic s , mercury c la ssic s , 
canned salmon c la ss ic s , salmon c la ssic s , king salmon c la ssic s, dog mushers' contests, fish  
derbies, and contests o f  sk ill.

* Sec. 3. A S  0 5 . 1 5 . 1 1 5(c) is  amended to read:

(c) A permittee may not contract with more than one operator at a time to conduct 

the same type o f  activity. For the purposes o f  th is subsection, bingo games, raffles, lotteries, 
pull-tab games, ice c la ssic s, rain c la ssic s , goose c la ssic s, mercury c la ssic s, mushing 

sweepstakes, canned salmon c la ss ic s , salmon c la ssic s, king salmon c la ssic s , dog mushers' 

contests, fish  derbies, contests o f  sk ill, and all activities permitted under A S  05.15.100(b) are 
each a different type o f activity.

* Sec. 4. A S  0 5 . 1 5 . 1 1 5(c) is  repealed and reenacted to read:

(c) A permittee may not contract with more than one operator at a time to conduct 
the Same type o f  activity. For the purposes o f  this subsection, bingo games, raffles, lotteries, 
pull-tab games, ice c la ssic s, rain c la ssic s , goose c la ssic s , mercury c la ssic s , canned salmon 

c la ss ic s , salmon c la ssic s , king salmon c la ss ic s , dog mushers' contests, fish  derbies, contests of 
sk ill, and all activities permitted under A S 05.15.100(b) are each a different type o f activity.

* Sec. 5. A S  0 5 .15 .180(b) is  amended to read:

(b) With the exception o f raffles, lotteries, bingo games, pull-tab games, rain c la ssic s , 
goose c la ssic s , mercury c la ss ic s , mushing sweepstakes, canned salmon c la ssic s , salmon 
c la ss ic s , king salmon c la ssic s , and other activities authorized under A S 0 5 .15.100(b), an 

activity may not be licensed under th is chapter unless it existed in the state in substantially 
the same form and was conducted in substantially the same manner before January 1 , 1959.

* Sec. 6. A S  0 5 .15 .180(b) i s  repealed and reenacted to read:

(b) With the exception o f raffles, lotteries, bingo games, pull-tab games, rain c la ss ic s , 
goose c la ssic s, mercury c la ss ic s , canned salmon c la ssic s, salmon c la ssic s, king salmon c la ssic s ,



and other activities authorized under A S  0 5 .15 .100(b), an activity may not be licensed under 
th is chapter un less it existed in the state in substantially the same form and was conducted in 
substantially the same manner before January 1 , 1959.
Sec. 7. A S  05.15 .690 is  amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(42) "m ushing sweepstakes" means a game o f chance where a prize o f  money is  

awarded for the clo se st guess or guesses o f  at least three elements o f  uncertainty about a sled 
dog race that cannot be determined before the commencement o f the race, and i s  limited to the 
Iditarod Sweepstakes operated and administered by the Iditarod Tra il Committee.

Sec. 8. A S  05.15.690(42) is  repealed D ecem ber31, 1999.

Sec. 9. Sections 2, 4, and 6 take effect January 1 , 2000.



K u s k o k w i m  3 0 0  Race C o m m i t t e e  

P.O. B o x  3 0 0  

Bethel, Alaska 9 9 5 5 9  907 543-3300

Representative Ivan February b, 1996
State of Alaska 
Juneau, A laska 
F A X : 465-4589

The K u sk ok w im  300 Race Com m ittee i s  dedicated to prom oting and 
strengthen ing the sp o rt and activ itie s related to dog m u sliin g  in  the Yukon 
K u sk ok w im  Delta. The  Com m ittee a lso participates in  educational outreach 
pro jects, and annually m arks over 300 m ile s o f estab lished  v illage tra ils, m aking 
travel sa fer in  o u r reg ion . In  the recent K u sk o k w im  300 Fam ily of Races: The 
K u sk ok w im  300, The B ogus Creek 150, and the Akiak D ash , a lm ost 50 local 
teams com peted, the actual num ber of teams in  the reg ion  i s  probably 100! In  the 
past year, the Com m ittee d istribu ted  over $100,000 to loca l m u sh e rs and v illages 
participating in  dog m u sh in g  events.

T h e  K u sk o k w im  300 Race Com m ittee su p p o rts H o u se  B il l  N o . 20 re la ting  to 
dog m u sh e rs ' co n te sts.

T h is  am endm ent w ou ld  a llo iv  v illage dog m u sh in g  organ izations to esta b lish  
contests that w ou ld  he lp  w ith  local races and dog m u sh in g  activ ities, in c lu d in g  
educational outreach on  dog care and safety, and trail m aintenance.

Beverly H offm an 
Race M anager

THE “KUSKOKWIM 300" IS AN ANNUAL DOG SLED RACE FROM BETHEL TO ANIAK AND BACK The fU<e Route Follow* Old Do* Team Malt ai-*»—  «'• • --



Y ukon Q uest International, L 'td 
P.O. Box 75015 
Fairbanks A K  99707

Representative Ivan Ivan 
A laska State Legislature 
Juneau A K  99801

! February l w 7

Dear Representative Ivan,
I am w riting  you  on  behalf o f tire Yukon Q uest International Sled  D og Race 

Board o f D irecto rs to exp re ss our support o f HB20.
Staging a quality sled  dog racing  event req u ires large in fu sio n s o f capital, and 

any w ay o f making th is an easier goal to achieve i s  h ig h ly  desirable. HB20 is  one way 
these g o a ls m ight be accom plished .

I am sen d in g  cop ie s o f th is  letter to m em bers o f the Interior Delegation so  that 
they w il l be aware o f our support for tlu s b ill.

S in ce re ly ,

Scott Chesnev
President, Yukon Q uest International

cc: M ik e  M ille r , Gene Therriau lt, A l Vezey, Pete K e lly , Jo h n  Davies, Tom  Brice
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Session: In terim :
State Capitol M5 Main St. Loop Suite 221
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 Kenai, Alaska 99611
(907) 465-3779 -  Phone (907) 283-7223 -  Phone
(907) 465-2833 -  Fax (907) 283-3075 -  Fax

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  M A R K  D . H O D G IN S  

H o u se  D is t r ic t  9

SPONSOR STATEMENT
HB 50 - "An Act relating to the use of broadcasting to promote or conduct certain 

classics or sweepstakes; and providing an effective date."
T h is legislation amends A S 05.15.640 by removing the prohibition on broadcast advertising for the 
following Legislatively identified c la ssic s as per statute: The removal o f  the prohibition shall be limited to 

only Legislatively identified c la ssic s as fo llow s.

Canned salm on c la ssic-  Petersburg Chamber o f  Commerce;
Deep freeze c la ssic-  Delta Chamber o f  Commerce;
G oose  C la ss ic s-  Kenai Chamber o f  Commerce and Fairbanks M ontessori Association or the 

Friends o f  Creamer's Field;
Ic c  C la ss ic s-  Nenana and Chena Ice Pools, Kuskokwim Ice C la ssic  operated by Bethel Social 
Services, Inc., Kenai River Ice  C la ssic  operated by the Kenai and Soldotna Rotary Clubs, Yukon 
River Ice C la ssic  operated by the City o f  Fort Yukon, Alaska-Soviet Ice C la ssic  operated bv 
C A M A I, Inc., and the City o f  Diomede, B ig Lake Ice C la ssic  operated by the Houston Junior- 
Senior High School Booster Club and the Big Lake Chamber o f  Commerce, and the McGrath Ice 
C la ssic  operated by the Kuskokwim Public Broadcasting Company;
K in g  salm on c la ssic-  Greater Juneau Chamber o f  Commerce;
M e rcu ry  c la ssic s-  Greater Fairbanks Chamber o f  Commerce and the Fairbanks Convention and 
V isito rs' Bureau;
M u sh in g  sweepstakes- Iditarod Trail Committee;
Salm on c la ssic-  United Fisherman o f Alaska.

At present the only c la ssic s that are allowed to use broadcasting for promotion are fishing derbies. By 
providing these advertising vehicles we will a ssist these organizations by increasing public awareness o f  
each event



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA
FAX (907) 465-2029 130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Mail Stop 3101 Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M  E  M O R A  N 1) U IM February 19 , 1997

S U B J E C T :  Sectional Summary o f  MB 50. (Work Order No. 20-LS0288\A)

T O : Representative Mark Hodgins

Attn: Pat Carter

F R O M : Gerald P. Luckhaupt

Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary o f  the above-described b ill.

A s  a prelim inary matter, please note that a sectional summary o f  a b ill should not be 

considered an authoritative interpretation o f  the bill - the bill it se lf  is  the best statement o f  

its contents.

r  .7 21? ’ Vi j-
Section  1 o f .the hj j l  amends A S  0 5 .15.640(a) to allow a chantobl? gaming perm itteeiopse , 

broadcasting to promote or conduct certain c la ss ic s  and sv/eepstakes. The c la ss ic s  and 

sweepstakes Hjptf are those c la ss ic s  and sweepstakes which the legislature has limited,- no 

one can conduct one o f  these c la ss ic s  and sweepstakes listed without legislative approval. 

T h is  b ill section amends subsection (b) by removing the reference to fish ing  derbies and 

continu ing the limited authority noncommercial broadcasting stations have to broadcast 

certain charitable gai ling activities.

Section 2 o f the h ill amends A S  05.15.640(a). amended in sec. 1 o f  the b ill, to remove the 

reference to "m ushing sweepstakes" which are sunsetted effective December 3 1 .  1999 by 

ch. 13 , S L A  1995.

Section  3 o f the b ill provides an effective date for sec. 2 o f  the b ill.

Section  4 o f  the h ill provides an immediate effective date for the rest o f  the b ill.

G P L :g lc

9 7-10 5 .g lc



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

DIVIS ION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEG ISLAT IVE AFFA IRS AGENCY

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF A LAS KA
FAX (907) 465-2029 130 Seward Street. Suite 409
Mail Stop 3101 Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M  E IV! O  K \  N I I '  M  December 23. 1996

S U B JE C T : Charitable Gaming Broadcasting (Work Order No. 20-LS0288\A)

T O : Representative-Elect Mark Hodgins

F R O M : Gerald P. Luekhaupt

Leuislative Counsel

Enclosed is  the bill draft you requested. A s with any legislation that se lects certain limited 

entities to perform an activity or to receive some benefit there is  a potential that this bill draft 

violates Art. II. yj 19 o f  the Alaska Constitution prohibiting local and special legislation. The 

test employed by the Alaska Supreme Court under Art. I I ,  § 19 is substantially the same as 

that applied to equal protection analysis. Upon examining the legislative goals and the 

means used to advance them, the court determines whether the legislation bears a fair and 

substantial relationship to a legitimate state purpose. State v. Lew is. 559 P.2d 630. 643 

(Alaska 1977). cert, denied, 432 U .S . 901 ( 19 77) . To satisfy the fair and substantial 

relationship standard, the classification established by the legislation must be tailored to the 

purpose o f  the legislation. The classification must be neither overinclu sive nor 

underinclusive. Isakson v. R ickey. 550 P.2d 350. 362 (Alaska 1976). I f  the "fa ir and 

substantial relationship" standard is  met. the bill w ill not be invalidated because o f  incidental 

local or private advantages. Lew is. 559 P.2d at 643. In Lew is, the court agreed that an Act 

o f  statewide significance need not have an effect in all parts o f the state; legislation does not 

become "loca l" merely because it operates only on a limited number o f  geographical areas 

rather than on a statewide geographical basis. The Lew is  case involved the Cook Inlet land 

exchange and the court accepted the premise that the application, while only affecting land 

in Southcentral Alaska, required legislation to be accomplished and was o f  statewide 

significance. The court relied heavily on the record developed by the legislature in support 

o f  the need for the land exchange and the decision to resolve serious issu e s surrounding 

Native land selections under the Alaska Native Claim  Settlement Act through legislation 

authorizing the Cook Inlet land exchange.

In a case where a violation o f yj 19 was found, the court said that legislation establishing the 

Eagle River Borough was special and peculiar to the locality where the borough was 

established. Since there was nothing in the nature o f  the Eagle River-C'hugiak area that 

justified a departure from the general law scheme for the establishment o f  boroughs, the Act 

violated yj 19. Abrams v. State. 534 P.2d 91 (Alaska 1975). It has consistently been my 

opinion that the limitation by the legislature o f  who can undertake charitable gaming c la ss ic s



Representative-Bled Mark Hodgins 

December 23. 19 %

Page 2

to a sing le  identified group or a couple o f  identified groups probably is  local and special 

leg islation violative o f  the constitution: the legislature, though, has been lim iting who can 

perform certain charitable gaming activities in this matter lot many years now. This bill 

draft, by lim iting who can utilize broadcasting to promote charitable gaming to those groups 

the legislature has previously singled out. also appears to implicate Art. I I .  £ 19. I f  this 

limited authorization was challenged a court would have to accept the justification advanced 

by Senator Torgerson during our conference call the other day. Failing that, this 

authorization could be found to be unconstitutional. But in any event I do not consider this 

b ill draft any more violative than those previous enactments limiting the operation o f  certain 

c la s s ic s  to particular groups that have not as o f  yet been challenged by anyone as being 

unconstitutional.

A lso , per your further request, this memorandum lists all o f  the charitable gaming events that 

have been sp ecifica lly  identified in statute and a concise  explanation o f  what the bill draft 

does.
1 . Legislatively identified c la ss ic s .

Canned safnton c la ss ic  - Petersburg Chamber o f  Commerce;

Deep freeze c la ss ic  - Delta Chamber o f  Commerce;

G oose c la ss ic  - Kenai Chamber o f  Commerce and Fairbanks M ontessori Association 

or the Friends o f  Creamer's Field:
Ice  c la s s ic  - Nenana and Chena Ice Pools. Kuskokwim Ice C la ssic  operated by 

Bethel Socia l Serv ices, Inc.. Kenai R iver Ice C la ssic  operated by the Kenai and 

Soldotna Rotary C lubs. Yukon River Ice C la ssic  operated by the City o f  Fort Yukon. 

Alaska-Soviet Ice C la ssic  operated by C A M A I. Inc., and the C ity o f  Diomede. Big 

Lake Ice C la ssic  operated by the Houston Junior-Senior High School Booster Club 

and the B ig Lake Chamber o f  Commerce, and the McGrath Ice C la ssic  operated by 

the Kuskokwim  Public Broadcasting Company;

K in g  sa lm on c la ss ic  - Greater Juneau Chamber o f Commerce;

M e rcu ry  c la s s i j  - Greater Fairbanks Chamber o f  Commerce and the Fairbanks 

Convention and V isito rs ' Bureau:

M u sh in g  sw eepstakes - Iditarod Trail Committee;

Sa lm on c la ss ic  - United Fishermen o f  Alaska.

2. Section 1 o f  the b ill amends A s 05.15.640 by identifying certain charitable gaming events 

that may avail them selves o f  broadcasting to promote the charitable gaming activity.

Section 2 o f  the bill deals with the repeal o f  mushing sweepstakes which is  scheduled 

to occur on January I .  2000. See ch. 13 . S L A  1995. Sections I and 2 allow mushing 

sweepstakes to utilize broadcasting until their repeal.

Section 3 provides that Section 2 takes effect January 1 . 2000.

^  c r _ ^  / _  .-j -



Representative-Elect M a r k  H o d g i n s  

D e c e m b e r  23, 1 9 %

P a g e  3

Section 4 provides a n  i m m ediate effective date for all parts o f  the bill except for 

Section 2.

G P L t g l c

96-562.glc

Enclosure



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 465-3867 or 465-7450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
130 Seward Street, Suite 409 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M December 23 , 1996

S U B J E C T :

T O :

F R O M :

Charitable Gaming Broadcasting (Work Order N o. 20-LS0253\E)

Senator John  Torgerson

Gerald P. Luckhaupt 

Legislative Counsel

Enclosed is  the b ill draft you requested. A s  with any legislation that se lects certain limited 

entities to perform an activity or to receive some benefit there is  a potential that this bill draft 

violates Art. I I ,  § 19  o f  the Alaska Constitution prohibiting local and special legislation. The 

test employed by the Alaska Supreme Court under Art. I I ,  § 19 is  substantially the same as 

that applied to equal protection analysis. Upon examining the legislative goals and the 

means used to advance them, the court determines whether the leg islation bears a fair and 

substantial relationship to a legitimate state purpose. State v. L e w is . 559 P.2d 630, 643 

(A laska 19 77 ), cert, denied, 432 U .S . 901 ( 19 7 7 ) . To satisfy the fair and substantial 

relationship standard, the classification established by the legislation must be tailored to the 

purpose o f  the legislation. The cla ssifica tion  must be neither overinclusive nor 

underinclu sive . Isakson v. R ickev . 550 P.2d 350, 362 (Alaska 1976). I f  the "fa ir and 

substantial relationship" standard is  met, the b ill w ill not be invalidated because o f  incidental 

local or private advantages. L e w is. 559 P.2d at 643. In L ew is, the court agreed that an Act 

o f  statewide significance need not have an effect in all parts o f  the state; legislation does not 

become "loca l" merely because it operates on ly on a limited number o f  geographical areas 

rather than on a statewide geographical basis. The Lew is case involved the Cook Inlet land 

exchange and the court accepted the premise that the application, w hile only affecting land 

in Southcentral Alaska, required legislation to be accomplished and was o f  statewide 

sign ificance. The court relied heavily on the record developed by the legislature in support 

o f  the need for the land exchange and the decision  to resolve seriou s issu e s surrounding 

Native land se lections under the Alaska Native Claim  Settlement Act through legislation 

authorizing the Cook In let land exchange.

In a case where a violation o f § 19  was found, the court said that legislation establishing the 

Eagle R iver Borough was special and peculiar to the locality where the borough was 

estab lished . S ince  there was nothing in the nature o f  the Eagle River-Chugiak area that 

ju stified  a departure from the general law scheme for the establishment o f  boroughs, the Act 

violated § 19 . Abrams v. State. 534 P.2d 91 (Alaska 1975). It has consistently been my 

opinion that the limitation by the legislature o f  who can undertake charitable gaming c la ssic s



Senator John Torgerson 

Decem ber 23 , 1996 
Page 2

to a sin g le  identified group or a couple o f  identified groups probably is  local and special 

leg islation violative o f  the constitution; the legislature, though, has been lim iting who can 

perform  certain charitable gaming activities in this matter for many years now. T h is  bill 

draft, by lim iting who can utilize broadcasting to promote charitable gaming to those groups 

the legislature has p re /io u sly  sing led  out, a lso  appears to implicate Art. I I ,  § 19 . I f  this 

lim ited authorization was challenged a court would have to accept the ju stifica tion  you 

advanced during our conference call the other day. Failing that, this authorization could be 

found to be unconstitutional. But in any event I do not consider th is b ill draft any more 

v io lative than those previous enactments lim iting the operation o f  certain c la s s ic s  to 

particular groups that have not as o f  yet been challenged by anyone as being 

unconstitutional.

G P L :g lc

96-563.g lc

E nclo su re



REPRESENTATIVE PETE KOTT House Rules Chairman Room 204
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: REQUEST TO READ ACROSS HB50 ON HOUSE FLOOR

Dear Representative Kott:
I respectfully request that HB50 be brought to the House floor 
as soon as possible. I have received more than fifteen (15) 
House Majority caucus-members’ commitments of support and 
twenty one (21) total members committed to support this bill.
Thank you for your consideration of this request. I am looking 
forward to HB50 being discussed and passsed this session. Please 
advise if there is any other information needed to facilitate this request.
With kindest regards.

Sincerely,

Mark Hodgins, 
Representative 
District 9





A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

CO M M UN ITY ft R EG IO N A L A FFA IR S 
R E S O U R C E S
INTERN ATIO N AL IR A D E  /  T O U R IS M  
L E G ISL A T IV E  C O U N C IL

LABOR ft C O M M E R C E . CH AIRM AN 
M ILITARY ft V E T E R A N S  A F F A IR S . CHAIRM AN

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

S E S S IO N :
STA TE  C A PITO L 
JU N E A U , A K  9 9 8 0 1- 1 18 2  
PHONE (907) 465-3777 
FAX (907) 46 5-28 19

IN TER IM :
10 928 EA G L E  R IV E R  RO AD, S U IT E  14 1  
EA G LE R IV E R , AK 9 9577 
PHONE (907) 6 9 4 - 8 9 + r y j "
FAX 694-8949

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
HB 65

P a rtia l-b irth  a b o rt io n s, w h ic h  ty p ica lly  o ccu r in  late-term  p re g n a n c ie s, 
in v o lv e  the fo llo w in g  ste p s : F ir s t , the a b o rt io n ist  lo ca te s the b a b y 's le g  and 
p u l l s  it  in to  the b irth  ca na l; S e co n d , the en tire  baby i s  d e liv e re d  excep t the 

h e a d ; T h ir d ,  s c i s s o r s  are in se r te d  in to  the liv e  b a b y 's  head and the h o le  
e n la rg e d ; F o u rth , a su c t io n  catheter i s  in se rte d  in to  the h o le  and the b a b y 's 
b ra in s  are su ck e d  out, thereb y c o lla p s in g  the sk u ll ; F in a lly , the dead baby i s  

c o m p le te ly  rem o v ed .

In  t e s t im o n y  b e fo re  the U S  H o u se  o f  R e p re se n ta t iv e s  Ju d ic ia r y  

C o m m itte e , N u r se  Sh a fe r d e sc r ib e d  h e r exp erien ce  o f  p a rtia l-b irth  a b o rt io n s 

a s fo l lo w s :
" . . .H is  lit t le  f in g e r s  w ere  c la sp in g  together. H e  w a s k ick in g  h is  

feet. A ll the w h ile  h is  lit t le  head w a s s t i l l  stu ck  in s id e . [The 
d o cto r takes] a p a ir o f  s c i s s o r s  and in se rt[s]  them  in to  the back o f 
the b a b y 's head. T h e n  he  opened the s c i s s o r s  up. T h e n  he  stu ck  

the h ig h -p o w e re d  su c t io n  tube in to  the h o le  and su ck e d  the 

b a b y 's b ra in s ou t."

T h i s  g ru e so m e  and h id e o u s p ro ce d u re , w h ich  but fo r  a few  ce n tim ete rs 

w o u ld  be p u n ish a b le  as in fa n t ic id e , w o u ld  be outlaw ed b y  H B  65, a s u n w o rth y  

o f  c iv i l iz e d  p eop le . S u ch  b eh a v io r co a rse n s o u r so c ie ty , u n d e rm in e s p e o p le ’s  
t ru st  in  the  m e d ica l p r o fe s s io n , and  b lu r s  the leg a l d is t in c t io n  b e tw e en  

a b o rt io n  and  h o m ic id e .

H B  65 m akes it a fe lo n y  fo r  a p e rso n  to p erfo rm  a p a rtia l-b irth  a b ortion , 

e x ce p t  w h e re  n e ce ssa ry  to sa v e  the life  o f  the m other. W h ile  le a v in g  in tact 
the r ig h t  to a ll o th e r ty p e s o f  a b o rt io n  p ro c e d u re s , H B  65 p u n ish e s  the 

a b o rt io n ist  b u t not the m other.

P a rtia l-b irth  a b o rt io n s are not so m e th in g  that w e need  in  the State o f 

A la sk a . Y o u r  su p p o rt  o f H B  65 i s  u rged .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e te  K o t t
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PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION

body, n ctjX  tor Ih* htrd .

Culdcd by ullruound, l lu  iborlionlil 
grib* the bab/» W j with lorc-rp*

The b ibv 'i leg l j  pulled out Into the birth 
a n il.

The tfeo rlloo it l f im i k I j k x i  In to Ih r Uull The K lM on * r r I hen opened 
lo tniifg* Ihr loir

The tcli‘cr« *r» iemoved end < nuctlon 
catheter b liuerlcd. The child’* brelni ire 
lucked out, ciuilng the skull lo collapse. 
The deed baby U then removed.

PA R TIA L-B IR TH  A B O R T IO N -  
C O L D  B LO O D ED  K IL L IN G

For the past two years, the National Right to L ife  

Com m ittee has undertaken a major effort to educate 

A m ericans about the grow ing use o f  an abortion tech­

nique ca lled “ D & X ."  D & X  is  a partial-birUi^ brain su c ­

tion abortion procedure and is  nothing le s s  than co ld ­

blooded k illin g . It i s  used to k ill babies between 18  and 

39 w eeks o f  gestation.

W hen th is kind o f  abortion i s  performed, the abortionist 

rem oves all but the head o f the liv ing  baby from  the 

m other's womb. The  back o f the baby’s  head i s  next 

slabbed with a pair o f  s c is so r s .  F ina lly  the bra ins are 

suctioned out to co llapse the head making it ea sier to 

remove the now dead baby from the m other’s  womb.

Tw o years ago, N R L C  distributed over s ix  m illio n  

brochures that attacked partial-birth brain su ction  abor­

tion and depicted the brutal D & X  method. We were 

immediately attacked by many pro-abortion groups, 

including the National Abortion Federation.

In th is current leg islative se ss io n  o f  the 104 lh  C o n g re ss, 

leg islation that outlaws brain suction  abortion methods 

w ill be introduced. It i s  now being drafted by 

Representative C harles Canady o f  Florida. W ith the 

strong support o f  gra ssroots p ro -life rs, N R L C  i s  prayer­

fu lly  hopeful that a b ill prohib iting the k illin g  o f  a liv ing  

baby can be passed.
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-yvne. coj&iGJL' b i ' + v \

^'rrvi ‘i rrte/v/i eXiS a^rc^ci^uA .

P r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  B i b l i o g r a p h y  &  R e l a t e d  M a t e r i a l s



Table of Contents 
Presentations, Bibliography, and Related Materials

Demographics of Second Trimester Abortion - Stanley Hens haw, PhDSecond Trimester Abortions in the United States (Grimes)...............  1
Genetic Indications - Nathan Slocnick, MDMedial Genetics for the Practitioner (Slotnick).............................7
Designing an Appropriate Facility - Jacqueline BarbieWhen Clinia Need Help (DHHS) ...................     11
Second Trimester D&E, 14-19 Whs - E. Steven Lichtenbcrg, MD, MPHEarly D&E Procedure, 13.5 - 19.0 Whs (Lichtenberg) .................. 17
Second Trimester D&E, 14-19 Wits - Gene Glide, MDSecond Trimesier̂ Ahosion (14-20 Wlul (Glide).............
Second Trimester D&X, 20 Whs and Beyond • Martin Haskell, MDD & E for Late Second Trimester Abortion (Haskell)....................  27
Second Trimester D&X, 20 Whs and Beyond • James T. McMahon, MDLace Pregnancy Interruption: Scy Points (McMahon)....................35
Second Trimester D&E, 20 Whs and Beyond - Paul Wright, MDMethod for Lata Trimester Aborrioru (Wright)..........     37

Second Trimester Techniques: Medial Induction • Vanessa Cuflins, MDAbortion: Epidemiology, Safety & Technique (Blumenthal)..............39
Prevention of Complications • Warren Hern, MD, MPH, PhDCorrelation of Fetal Age & Measurements (Hera)......................  47Serial Multiple Laminaria & Adjunctive Urea (Hem)...................  55Use of ftestighndinx as Aborrifadenn........................   61
Frhinal Issues in Second Trimester Abortions • Joan Callahan, FhDElective Abortion: The Moral Debate (Knight & Callahan) ..............69
Patiant Responses to Late Procedures • Anne Baker, MAReasons for Secoud Trimester .Abortion (Baker)..........  63
Comprehensive Bibliography on Second Trim cater Abortion............... 87



Dilation and Extraction for Late Second Trimester Abortion
Menu Haskell, M.D.̂

Presented at the National Abordon Federation Riak Management Seminar. September 23. 1992

INTRODUCTION
_ •

The surgical method described in this paper differs iraa classic D&£ in that it 
does not rely upon dismemberment to ranov* the fetus. Nor are inductions or 
infusions used to expel the intact fetus.

Rather, the surgeon grasps and removes a nearly intact ietus through an 
adequately dilated cervix. The author has coined the term Dilation and Extraction or D&X to distinguish it from dismemberment* type D&S’s.

This procedure can be performed in a properly equipped* physician's office 
under local -neathasia. It can be used successfully in patients 20*25 weeks in 
pregnancy.

The author has performed over 700 of these procedures with s low rate ox 
complications.

BACKGROUND
D&E evolved aa an alternative to induction or instillation methods for second 

trimester abortion in the mid 1970's. This happened in part because of lack of 
hospital (arilitiwt allowing second trimester abortions is some geographic areas, in 
part because surgeons needed a ’right now* solurion to complete suction abortions •Inadvertently started in tho second trimester and in part to provide a means of early

27


