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LEADERS NEED TO ACKNOWLEDGE COMPLEXITIES 
CREATED BY ANCSA

aunug me zu ucniury, wnai win uieir analysis conclude i wjuj u renect a reoenu government that lived 
up to its trust responsibility to protect the aboriginal population of Alaska from being entirely overrun, 
displaced, or dictated to by mainstream western society? Certainly, the political battles raging between 
Alaska’s congressional delegation, the Si3te of Alaska, and tribal governments over Indian Country, 
lessen that possibility.

During this century , unlike destructive Indian policies of the past, the rightful adoption of policy- which 
aimed at benefiting Native Americans provided hope for all Native tribes of Alaska. Alaska Native lands 
w ere truly the end of the road for w estern civilization’s insatiable push for increased occupation and 
accessibility to valuable naiural resources,

The passage of the Alaska Nativ e Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) in 1971 appeared on the surface to 
satisfy- the intent of reimbursing tribes for the indiscriminate loss of tbeir traditional lands and altered 
Iricstyics. Twenty-six years later th3t promise remains unfulfilled. The majority of Alaska’s 68,000 
Natives and 220+ tribal governments, who gave up all but 44 m illion acres and were to receive SI billion 
dollars through ANCSA for compensation purposes, received nothing. Instead, the federal government 
earmarked all of the land and financial assets to newly formed profit corporations.

Hie proposed justification for this method was that corporations, run by Native jieople. would protect the 
remaining lands for Native use and yet provide the means for their financial resources to prosper in 
America's corporate society. Die potential profits derived from these corporations would then be utilized 
to improve the village communities from which they originated aad provide financial resources to assist 
with local government operations. It was a worthy and commendable motive for creating sustainable 
Native communities. How ever, although many of these corporations have prospered financially in the 
millions, most villages remain in 3rd world conditions today. Inadequate infrastructure, high 
uncmploymenL under-funded tribal governments, and social problems w hich lead the nation in many 
areas, are still common place i.u villages across the stale.

Die failure of tl»c Native for-profits to fulfill ANCSA’s intended destiny of creating basic self-sustaining 
Alaska Native economies, is not entirely the fault of Native coiporate leadership, hlany of our Native 
leaders serving in executive positions within these institutions and those serving as board members have 
the best of intentions towards their people and villages. Unfortunately, America’s corporate system 
misleads Native for-profits to pursue a mission of generating revenue for shareholders, w hich does little to 
directly benefit villages or tbeir local economics. The resulting effect of this inappropriate system is that 
many Native corporations tend to shy away from investing within their own village economies or region. 
Any investment or development of Native lands is, w ithout a doubt, high risk because of remote 
geographies alone, not to mention numerous other obstacles w liich inhibit profitability. A, corporate board
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member from one of the villages slated the problem it this manner, “If  one shareholder, who no longer 
resides in the village, were to legally challenge a Native coipora'ion for investing m a village or region 
with high risk of failure, that shareholder could theoretically sue ue corporation on the grounds of 
mismanagement.” Even the remote possibility of tliis occurring may be preventing most corporate entities 
from investing any assets 'n their economically depressed villages.

The aftermath of ANCSA has basically' established two classes of Native people. Those fortunate enough 
to be employed by these corporations have largely prospered and migrated in large numbers to the urban 
centers of Alaska. Those that are not employed with these companies have either remained in the tillage 
to scratch a living from traditional methods or have migrated to urban centers in search of whatever work 
the}' can find Shareholder dividends, from even the richest corporations, are hardly sufficient to sustain a 
family for any period of time.

The political chaos and confusion of Alaska Native government systems today are also a direct result of 
ANCSA. The creation and empowerment of the for-profit corporations have severely limited the ability of 
authentic tribal governments to maintain the gcwcrnmem-to-govemment relationship with Congress, who 
oversees Indian Trust responsibilities. With the tribes’ ability to govern weakened, the for-profits 
inappropriately took it upon thetnseives to act as Alaska Natives governing authority, defining, 
prioritizing, and advocating Indian public policy.

They have accomplished this by tlicir controlling the majority of available votes within the Alaska 
Federation of Natives (AFN) ntewberslup. A rN  is most often looked to by our congressional delegation 
and other institutions of The federal and state governments on issues affecting Natives across the state. A 
corporate controlled entity, such as AFN. should not be acting in an}’ governing capacity any more Uian 
the individual village and regional for-profits.

What is so baffiing about this scenario is that Congress is well aware of the destructive potential of 
permitting or condoning profit corporations to serve as a governing authority. The danger is in the 
possibility that the good of the people w ill be overshadowed by the corporations in the name of increased 
profit AFN’s decision two years ago to sujrport development of the Alaska National W ildlife Refuge 
(ANWR), despite the overwhelming objections by tribal governments, is a prime example and outcome of 
this problem.

The complexities created by ANCSA are enormous, but the first step towards seeking solutions to 
government and economic dilemmas caused by this legislation, is for us to first understand them. Just as 
important though, is the acknowledgment by leadership that these problems even exist. Only by these 
means can: progress begin towards improving the lives of \iilagers and in the revitalization of their 
inherited governments.
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M y  n a m e  i s  C a r l t o n  S m i t h ,  a n d  I  a m  a  s h a r e h o l d e r  o f  a  

N a t i v e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d i r e c t  m y  

r e m a r k s  t o  S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  a n d  s h a r e  s e v e r a l  f a c t s  h e  w a s  

a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  a w a r e  o f  w h e n  t h i s  i s s u e  w a s  c r e a t e d .  H i s  

c a l l  f o r  a u d i t s  w h i c h  a r e  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

n a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y ,  l a c k s  t h e  m e r i t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  

t w e n t i e t h  l e g i s l a t u r e .

F i r s t ,  S e n a t o r ,  o n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  a u d i t s ,  t h e  R e g i o n a l  

C o r p o r a t i o n s  h a v e  “ b e e n  t h e r e ,  d o n e  t h a t ,  g o t  t h e  a u d i t s ,  

p a i d  t h e  a u d i t o r s  a n d  p a i d  t h e m  w e l l ”  i n  s t r i c t  c o m p l i a n c e  

w i t h  4 3  U . S . C .  1 6 0 6  ( o ) .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  a l r e a d y  d i r e c t s  

a n n u a l  a u d i t  o f  t h e  b o o k s  a n d  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  q u o t e :  “  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  g e n e r a l l y  

a c c e p t e d  a c c o u n t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  b y  i n d e p e n d e n t  p u b l i c  

a c c o u n t a n t s  o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i c e n s e d  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t s ,  

w i t h  d e t a i l e d  s u m m a r . A s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  a u d i t  t o  b e  

t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  e a i c h  s t o c k h o l d e r ”  e n d  q u o t e .  A l s o ,  b a s i c  

l e g i s l a t i v e  h i s t o r y  w i l l  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  t h e  R e g i o n a l  

C o r p o r a t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  t h e s e  a u d i t s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

t h e  I n t e r i o r  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  y e a r  1 9 7 1  u n t i l  t h o s e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  w e r e  r e p e a l e d  b y  t h e  1 9 9 1  L e g i s l a t i o n  

a p p r o v e d  b y  C o n g r e s s .  W h e r e  w e r e  y o u  w i t h  y o u r  

c o n c e r n s  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d ?



p a g e  t w o ,  H a l f o r d

A f t e r  t h e  1 9 9 1  A c t  r e p e a l e d  t h e  o v e r s i g h t  r e q u i r e m e n t  b y  

t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  C o n g r e s s  e f f e c t i v e l y  s a i d :  “ W e ' r e  

o u t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e . ”

W i t h  t h e  o v e r s i g h t  a u t h o r i t y  C o n g r e s s  h a d  f r o m  1 9 7 1  

t h r o u g h  1 9 8 7  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  n o  k n o w n  s u b s t a n t i a l  

c h a n g e s  o r  “ d i s c o v e r y ”  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  c o n c e r n s ,  w h y  

w o u l d  C o n g r e s s  b e  m o t i v a t e d  t o  d o  t h i s  a g a i n ?

A s  f a r  a s  I  c a n  d e t e r m i n e ,  n e i t h e r  I n t e r i o r  n o r  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  

I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  u n c o v e r e d  t h e  m i s m a n a g e m e n t  y o u  s u s p e c t ,  

w h i l e  t h e  t r a c k  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  i t s e l f  i n  f u n d  

m a n a g e m e n t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  F e d e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t r i b e s  

h a s  e a r n e d  s c a n d a l o u s  m a n a g e m e n t  m a r k s  d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  

p e r i o d .

S J R  2 8  c o n t r a d i c t s  i t s e l f  c a l l i n g  f o r  “ a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ”  a n d  

t h e n  f o r  “ c o m p l i a n c e ”  w i t h  t h e  c l a i m s  a c t .  W h i c h  i s  i t ,  

S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d ?  I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h i s  

r e s o l u t i o n ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  c l e a r  w h i c h  d i r e c t i v e  i t  s e e k s .

I h a v e  a  c o n c e r n  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  d o e s  n o t  y e t  k n o w  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i t  h a s  t h e  l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  

r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i t s e l f  b e f o r e  a s k i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

G o v e r n m e n t  t o  e l i c i t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .



p a g e  t h r e e ,  H a l f o r d

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  

s u f f i c i e n t  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  a u d i t s  i f  i n  

f a c t  t h e y  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  b e  l e g a l  i n  t h i s  r e q u e s t .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  S J R  2 8  i s  u n c l e a r  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  i t  s e e k s  

c o m p l i a n c e  o r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f r o m  o u r  c o m p a n i e s ;  I t  m a k e s  

q u e s t i o n a b l e  a n d  u n w a r r a n t e d  a s s u m p t i o n s  a n d  c o m m e n t s  

a b o u t  a  g r o u p  o f  c o m p a n i e s  o w n e d  b y  a  r a c i a l  m i n o r i t y .

I t  m i s r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l a n d  c l a i m s  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a n d  i t  s e v e r e l y  w a r p s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a l l  c i t i z e n s .

F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  b i l l  d o e s  n o t h i n g  t o  a c t  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b e n e f i t  

o f  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  c f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  b u t  c l e a r l y  f u r t h e r s  

a  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c u r r e n t  l i t i g a t i o n  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  n a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y .

I ’ d  l i k e  y o u  t o  k n o w  t h a t  m a n y  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

r e c o g n i z e  i t  a s  a  t r u e  “ w e d g e  i s s u e , ”  d e s i g n e d  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  

n a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  w h i l e  f e i g n i n g  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

s h a r e h o l d e r .  Y o u r  t i m e  a n d  t a l e n t  m i g h t  b e  b e t t e r  u t i l i z e d  

b y  f o c u s i n g  o n  r e s o l v i n g  i s s u e s  l i k e  s u b s i s t e n c e - t h i s  w o u l d  

b e  m o r e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  o a t h  a n d  y o u r  

a g r e e m e n t  t o  s o l v e  i s s u e s  c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  o n  b e h a l f  o f  a l l  

A l a s k a n s .



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Senator L)da Green, Chairman
E-Mai! Senator^Lyda^Greend'Ieei.s state ak.us 
Senator Jerry Ward. Vice Chair 
Senator Jerr) Mackic 
Senator Mike Miller 
Senator Jim Duncan

S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

Intenm.
60(1 E. Railroad Ave. 
Wasilla. A K 99654 
Phone; (907) 376-3??0 
Fax; ;907) 376-3157

5ession.
State Cupitol-Rrti 125 
Juneau. AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-4522 
Fax; (907/465-3805

M e m o r a n d u m

To: Concerned Parties
From: Senate State Affairs
Re: SJR 28 By: Senator Rick Halford
Date: April 14, 1997

The Senate State Affairs Committee will be holding a hearing on Senate 
Joint Resolution 28 - Requesting the federal government to conduct an audit of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and to 
review the accountability of the Corporations to their 
shareholders.
Teleconferencing will be available at any Legislative Information Office 
throughout the state as well as copies of the resolution.
Any interested party should appear at your local Legislative Information Office at 3:30 pm, April 22. Anyone who does not have access to an LIO 
should contact Senator Lyda Green Chairperson. (State Capitol Building. 
Room 125. 465-6600, E-mail Senator_Lyda_Green @legis.state.ak.us) A 
list of Legislative Information Offices, addresses and phone numbers follows.
You can also send Public Opinion Messages to your Senator through the 
Legislative Information Office.
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Anchorage Legislative Information Oflice (LIO)
• 716 W 4“' Avenue, Suilo 200, Anchorage, AKS9501 * Phone:258-8111 Fax:258-1261

Please PRINT the information below.
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%OM Put a V In the appropriate box(es).
House members Senate members

% Adams (ada)
\  Donley (don)
^  Duncan (dun) 
\  Ellis (ell)
\  Green (gre)
V  Halford (hal)
N Hoffman (hoi)
N Kelly, T. (kel)
\  Leman (lem)
\  Lincoln (lin)
N Mackle (mak) 
\  Miller (mil)
\  Parnell (par)
\  Pearce (pea)
\  Phillips, R. (phi)
\  Sharp (sha)
\  Taylor (fay)

Torgerson (tor) 
Ward (war) •

\  Wilken (wlk)

Cammiiiafis
X~] Kelly, P. (kl!)
N Kemplen(kom) 

X " Kohring(kor) 
Kookesh(kos) 

‘V  Kott(kot) 
Kublna(kub) 

T  Manin(mar) 
Masek (mas)

^  Moses (mos) 
Muder(mul) 
NIcholia (nic) 

V  Ogan (oga)
^  Phillips, G. (phg) 

Porter (por)
^  Rokeberg (rok) 
s  Ryan (rya) 

Sanders (san) 
k Therriault ((hr) 
^  Vezey(vez)
T  Williams (wil)

Auslemnan (aus) 
Barnes (bar) 
Berkowta (ber) 
Brice (bri)
Bunde (bun) 
Cowdery (cwd) 
Croft (cro)
Davies (dav) 
Davis (dag) 
Dyson (dys)
Elton (elt)
Foster (fos) 
Green (gm) 
Grussendorl (grs) 
Hanley (han) 
Hodgins (hod) 
Hudson (hud) 
Ivan (iva)
James (jam) 
Joule (jle)

Community & RegionaJ Affairs (era) 
Finance (fin)
Health, Ed.,& Social Services (hes) 
Judiciary (Jud)
Labor & Commerce (l&c)
Resources (res)
Rulos (rls)
State Affairs (sta)
Transportation (tra)Other: .
Other:

C a u c u s e s
Anchorage (age)
Bush (bus)
Fairbanks/Interior (In;) 
Matsu (mat)
Majority (mjr)
Minority (mnr)_____

pb fqc fis  Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject.
X  Support

  Oppose Q E
  Amend

Bill number
enter a general Subject 
(LIO staff may modify):

and check one.

Your PRINTED message cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.
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Tununak Traditional Elders Council 
Tununak Traditional Council 

Sovereign Alaska Indigenous Nations Tribunal 
Director of Foreign Relations

8301 Rangeview #1 Anchorage AJaska 99504 
Ph# (907) 337-5481 Fax (907) 337 3731

April 22, 1997

Statement on S J R  28 - T h e  Responsibility of the United States, the State of Alaska 

an d  the Parties of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act in the A c k n o w l e d g m e n t  

of the H u m a n  Rights a n d  the Right to Self-determination of Indigenous Peoples

T he issue I bring to the forefront with regard to the .Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 

and State of Alaska is the need to develop a viable political relationship with the 

Indigenous Peoples of Alaska. Tn order to acknowledge the principle of trust, the 

government of the State of AJaska must acknowledge to the Indigenous Peoples their right 

of self-determination. The audit must encompass a thorough investigation of the steps 

which led to statehood and the formation of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.

The first step is to review the history which has recognized that the Indigenous Peoples of 

.Alaska are to be respected as peoples and sovereigns a m o n g  the law of nations. This 

status confirms that the Indigenous Peoples have possession and absolute title over the 

territory of .‘Alaska. This status includes the right to govern our territory without any 

interference of other peoples.

These events in history recognize that the Alaska Natives are sovereign peoples and 

continue to held possession of Alaska:

1821 This Ukase (edict of the Tsar of Russia which has the force of law) of September 

13, 1821, section 57 states "‘to establish factories in s o m e  places of the .American 

Continent in order to secure their commerce, they m a y  do so alter having acquired the 

consent of the Natives and shall do everything in their power to maintain their
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Statement on SJTR 28 - T h e  Responsibility of the United States, the State of Alaska 

and the Parties of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act in the A c k n o w l e d g m e n t  

of the H u m a n  Rights a n d  the Right to Self-determination of Indigenous Peoples

The issue I bring to the forefront with regard to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 

and State of Alaska is the need to develop a viable political relationship with the 

Indigenous Peoples of Alaska. In order to acknowledge the principle of trust, the 

government of the State of Alaska must acknowledge to the Indigenous Peoples their right 

of self-determination. T he audit must encompass a thorough investigation of the steps 

which led to statehood and the formation jf the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.

The first step is to review the history which has recognized that the Indigenous Peoples of 

Alaska are to be respected as peoples and sovereigns a m o n g  the law of nations. This 

status confirms that the Indigenous Peoples have possession and absolute title over the 

territory' of .Alaska. This status includes the right to govern our territory without any 

interference of other peoples.

These events in history recognize that the .Alaska Natives are sovereign peoples and 

continue to hold possession of Alaska:

1821 This Ukase (edict of the Tsar of Russia which has the force of law) of September 

13, 1821, section 57 states "‘to establish factories in s o m e  places of the American 

Continent in order to secure their commerce, they m a y  do so after having acquired the 

consent of the Natives and shall do everything in their power to maintain their



arrangements and avoid everything that might create the suspicion of thought as if they 

intended to deprive them of their independence.”

1824 Henry Middleton, the plenipotentiary of the administration of United States 

President John Quincy Adams, negotiated a convention in April of 1S24 which concluded 

that neither the United States nor Russia could claim p o ssessio n to Alaska.

1867 Tsarist Russia relinquishes any claim through a quitclaim sale of any trading posts in 

Alaska to the United States. Indigenous Peoples never relinquish p o ssessio n .

1903 T h e  Tribunal of 1903 between the United States and Great Britain establishes the 

boundary of the territory of the state of AJaska. T he Indigenous Peoples of Alaska remain 

in possession of the Territory of Alaska.

1946 O n  the 14 D ecember the United Nations recognizes the peoples of Alaska as have 

the right of self-determination recognized a m o n g  the law of nations under the auspices of 

article 73 e of the United Nations Charter. Article 73 e states “to transmit regularly to the 

Secretary-General for information purposed, subject to such limitation as security and 

constitutional considerations m a y  require, statistical and other information of a technical 

nature relating to economic, social, and educational conditions in the territories for which 

they are respectively responsible other than those territories to which Chapters XII and 

XIII apply. This provisions further recognizes that the Indigenous Peoples of Alaska are 

recognized a m o n g  the laws of nations and peoples of the world w h o  have the right to self- 

determination.

|953 Resolution 742 ("VHI) 27 N o v e m b e r  O n e  section states that “the selection of 

me m bers of the executive branch of the government by the competent authority in the 

Territory receiving consent of the Indigenous population..” Wilh regard to the economic, 

social and cultural jurisdiction it states “Degree of autonomy in respect of economic, 

social and cultural affairs, as illustrated by the de4gree of freedom from economic pressure



as exercised, for example, by a foreign minority group which, by virtue of the help of a 

foreign Power, has acquired a privileged economic status prejudicial to the general 

economic interest of the people of the territory; and by the degree of freedom and lack of

social developments.

The Indigenous Peoples were to be “educated and trained in the tools of economic, social 

and political progress, with a view to the attainment of a full measure of self-government” 

(Resolution 743(VTTI) 27 N o v e m b e r  1953) There are further resolution which require 

that the Indigene s Peoples are informed in their language before there is any change of 

status, (resolution 742(VHI) 27 N o v e m b e r  1953. T he Indigenous Peoples were also to sit 

on committees and be fully informed and able to speak and k n o w  the relationship on 

matters toward the self-determination (Resolution 744 (VIII) 27 N o v e m b e r  19953.

These are only a few of the which the Indigenous Peoples of Alaska were

entitled to in developing a relationship with m o d e m  governments. W e  as Indigenous 

Peoples are not restricted to nor can our absolute title be reduced to aboriginal title as

violated the sovereignty of the Indigenous Peoples of Alaska, it is the right of the 

Indigenous Peoples to assert that they have the right to carry out the steps to self- 

determination a m o n g  the law of nations, as they have never relinquished that right.

In conclusion, the state of Alaska and the Federal United States government must address 

one single issue: the right of self-determination of the Indigenous Peoples of Alaska. The 

history of the Alaska Native Peoples and the right to sovereign authority over their social, 

political, economic, educational and cultural advancement is a H u m a n  Right. The sincerity 

of the Alaska State Legislature will be measured in the continuing steps taken to 

acknowledge the right of self-determination of the Indigenous Peoples of Alaska. I 

support the audit as the first step in recognizing the rights of Indigenous Peoples of

discrimination against the indigenous population of the Territory in social legislation and

mentioned in the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. Being that the United States has

Alaska. f  / I , ,  t  ' . k  i s / / \



T r i b u n a l  S t a t e m e n t

HAVING HEARD THE EVIDENCE WE FIND THAT:

THE TREATY OF CESSION OF 1867 WAS AND REMAINS STRICTLY 
A BILATERAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN TSARIST RUSSIA AND THE 
UNITED STATES.

THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, INDEPENDENT NATIONS OF ALASKA 
ARE NOT A CONSENTING SIGNATORY PARTY TO ANY TREATY 
WITH RUSSIA OR THE UNITED STATES. THE INDGENOUS 
NATIONS ARE NOT PARTIES TO THE TREATY OF CESSION.

THE TREATY OF CESSIONS STRICTLY BETWEEN TSARIST RUSSIA 
AND THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT SUBVERT, IMPAIR, DEFEAT 
OR EXTINGUISH THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES OF ALASKA.

THE TREATY OF CESSIONS DOES NOT ACT TO DISPLACE THE 
ALLODIAL AND ABSOLUTE TITLE TO OUR NATURALLY DEFINED 
HOMELANDS.

THE DOCUMENTS OF THE SMOKT TG GUN SHOW THE LIE AND 
MAKES THE TREATY OF SESSIONS A SHAM - THE STATEHOOD 
ACT AS BEING FOUNDED ON A LIE - AND THE ALASKA NATIVE 
CLAIMS SETTLEMENT ACT AS BEING FOUNDED ON SAND.

THE TSAR OF RUSSIA DID NOT HAVE TITLE TO ALASKA - HE 
COULD NOT TRANSFER TITLE TO THE UNITED STATES - H iE 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES HAVE .ABSOLUTE TITLE TO THEIR 
HOMELANDS, NOT THE “ ABORIGINAL” TITLE DEFINED BY THE 
UNITED STATES IN ANCSA.

THE LAW OF NATIONS DOES NOT SUPPORT THE CLAIM OF THE 
UNITED STATES TO TITLE TO OUR HOMELANDS.

O  S1 i*’  A  A  ^  1 f j V
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Indigenous Holders of Allodial Title 
A Convening of 

The Original Hereditary Forum of Justice

“Great m e n  never fear the truth and wish nothing to be concealed from them” 

adopted by President James M o n r o e

Certain documents consisting of secret and confidential memoranda and 
correspondence between President James Monroe of the United States, 
through his agents and representatives in Russia and Great Britain, affirm that 
neither the United States nor Russia can claim title to the territories of 
Indigenous Nations of Alaska.

‘THE SMOKING GUN” published as a part of the Alaska Tribunal 
Proceedings of 1908, was not disclosed to the members of Congress or the 
Indigenous Peoples of Alaska at the time of the adoption of ANCSA, or 
perhaps it was fraudulently ignored by them.

The Independent Nations of Alaska hold Absolute and Allodial Title to their 
respective traditional lands, waters and resources since time immemorial.

The claim of ride to territories of Alaska asserted by die United States of 
America, under die Treaty of Cession quitclaim is fatally flawed because die 
Czar of Russia lacked title to the territories then held, owned, and possessed 
by die Indigenous Nations and Peoples.

The Congress of the United States wrongfully asserted that the tide held by 
the Indigenous Nations and Peoples of Alaska is '‘only die right to use and 
occupy” their lands, waters and resources known as aboriginal title.

ANCSA and ANILCA were adopted by Congress without the advice or 
consent of die independent nations and Peoples of Alaska.

The United States knew and failed to disclose to the Indigenous Peoples of 
Alaska that its claim for title to the lands of the independent nations was 
fatally flawed.



The Tribunal is in receipt of documents that show that improprieties on the 
part of members of the US Congress which further clouds the quitclaim of 
what Russia claimed to own in the region of Alaska.

These historical facts create the legal basis for nullification and of voiding the 
Treaty of Cession of 1867, creation of the US Territory of Alaska, the Alaska 
State Act, the Alaska Constitution, and the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act (ANCSA) of 1971.

The United States, in denymg the Indigenous Peoples the utilization of their 
resources constitutes acts of genocide which is destroying the culture and 
very lives of the Natives of Alaska.

Neither the United States of America not the state of Alaska, nor any 
individual or corporation claiming under them, has a right to the lands, waters 
or resources of the territories of Alaska, held, and possessed by the 
Indigenous Peoples and Nations of Alaska.

Health and Humanitarian Committee

The Indigenous Peoples extremely high suicide rates, depression, alcoholism 
and violence in Native Alaska compares with similar levels in prisoner of 
war populations. The Indigenous Peoples are manipulated as a human 
laboratory to conduct research that benefits the best interest of the dominate 
society.

Experimental social and health research of the Indian Health Service and 
certain governments; and the environmental degradation, has promoted a 
critical imbalance of our spiritual and physical well-being and is destructive ro 
our environmental harmony and balance.

In the interest of Human health and cultural integrity and preservation, we 
must have our own traditional governance that will benefit our Indigenous and 
spiritual awareness to prevent culniral termination and genocide.



Alaska Natives Take A Stand On Hunting .And Fishing Rights

Hunting and Fishing rights cannot be sold or extinguished. They are a part of 
a bigger Whole, our Way of Life, our Culture. ANCSA corporations are not 
governments. They do not speak for us; they cannot negotiate for us. Their 
main design and purpose is the end of our People.

The Northwest Ordinance, signed by President George Washington, and the 
Alaska Statehood Act both guarantee Natives’ land, hunting, and fishing 
rights Forever. Natural Law, Humanitarian Law, and International Law 
Guarantee these rights as well. State and Federal regulation of our natural 
resources don’t respect the land, the Mother of all Humanity. JCFQ’s, CDQ’s, 
Limited Entry, strip control of the fisheries from Native Peoples, and give it 
to large corporations. There are more foreigners fishing here than Alaskans. 
Natives are prevented from earning a traditional living, even fi'om getting 
enough food to feed our children. These policies are genocidal in nature.
The end result is the assimilation, annihilation of Native Peoples and our 
Culture.

We plan to stop this slide to destruction. Our purpose is total control of all 
Hunting and Fishing Resources. This spring and summer Natives all over 
Alaska will unite in exercising our Sovereign Rights. We will fish with the 
permission and authority of our Traditional Councils. We will protect the 
land. We plan for Seven Generations into the future. We challenge the 
genocidal policies of the immigrant government who bribed and influenced 
the greedy, short sighted corporations. All Alaskans would benefit from 
Native Control of the resources. Our economy would benefit, not foreigner s 
who take millions of dollars in profits out of OUR Land. 'W e call on all 
Natives and our immigrants brothers to join us in stopping the corporate rape 
of Mother Earth.

L!



Marie Smith Jones, Chief Udach’ K’uqaxa’ch 
Eyak Nation

The Eyak Nation hereby submits the following resolutions to the Tribunal:

That, the Eyak Nation is in a struggle to preserve their cultural identity and 
rightful heritage, including land, subsistence rights, cultural artifacts, 
spirituality, and language.

That, the Eyak Nation is asking for full recognition of their status as an 
independently recognized indigenous nation and as a tribe.

That, the Eyak Nation seeks full protection of their rightful ancestral land 
heritage and properties.

That, the Eyak Nation requests support for their fight to prevent the fee 
simple absolute transfer of their ancestral Eyak lands to the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council. Conservation easements and timber rights can be 
purchased and the goals of true restoration can be met without the sale of our 
land.

That, the Eyak Nadon recognizes the complexities in the Cordova community 
of narive peoples and will work with this unique and culturally diverse 
community for the preservation of all cultural identities and to meet the needs 
of the community.

That, tire Eyak Nation insists that the Eyak Nation has absolute title (AJJodiai 
title) and complete sovereignty over their lands and heritage and have never 
relinquished them.



F r o m  t h e  A N C S A  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  T r i b u n a l

Our resolution is:

That, all further extinguishment of ANCSA lands through sales and land 
transfers must be frozen and all stock devaluation’s ceased, including freezing 
the CIRI four settlements and land acquisitions with all ANCSA corporations.

That, to preserve Alaska Native cultural identity and heritage, subsistence 
lifeways, spirituality, and ancestral lands we must resist the appropriation of 
our heritage by the corporations and the state or federal government.

That. ANCSA was made without our consent and does not recognize our full 
sovereignty as Alaska Native Indigenous Peoples.

That, ANCSA was an act of deception and attempts to exterminate Alaska’s 
Indigenous Peoples, which includes extinguishing their land and thereby 
eliminating our resources for our livelihood, cultural heritage, social and 
spiritual survival.

That, we assert our right to hunt, fish, trap without governmental or state 
interference and restrictions.

That, we assert our fundamental sovereignty and self-determination.

That, we give full support to Senator Halford and his recommendation to 
investigate the ANCSA corporations.

S o l ’ €  r  £ 1 cj  n



TO THE MEDIA:
EVIDENCE PRESENTED AT THIS TRIBUNAL - DOCUMENTS FROM 
THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES CONSISTING OF CORRESPONDENCE 
AND CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDA ARISING AS A PART OF THE 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND RUSSIA 
LEADING TO THE CONVENTION OF 1824, DEMONSTRATE THAT 
RUSSIA COULD NOT CLAIM DISCOVERY TITLE TO THE VAST 
TERRITORIES OWNED BY THE NATIVE PEOPLES OF ALASKA.

WE FIND THAT HISTORY BOOKS HAVE TAUGHT THE FALSE 
NOTION THAT THE UNITED STATES OBTAINED TITLE TO ALASKA 
BY THE TREATY OF CESSION OF 1867, AND AS A RESULT THE 
ABSOLUTE TITLE WAS REDUCED TO “ABORIGINAL TITLE.” 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES HAVE ABSOLUTE TITLE.

WE FIND THAT IN THE DELIBERATIONS LEADING TO 
ANCSA, THE NATIVES OF ALASKA WERE DENIED THE 
INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THESE DOCUMENTS - AND AS A 
RESULT, OUR TITLE TO LANDS, WAS DECLARED TO BE 
“ABORIGINAL” AND, AS SUCH EXTINGUISHED.

WE CALL ON THE INVESTIGATIVE MEDIA DEDICATED TO 
PURSUING THE TRUTH WHERE EVER IT LEADS TO MAKE THESE 
DOCUMENTS KNOWN AND PUBLISH THEM - PARTICULARLY THE 
CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM DELIVERED TO THE CZAR OF 
RUSSIA IN THE NAME OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, IN DECEMBER 1823, WHEREIN THE PRESIDENT RELYING 
ON TIDE LAW OF NATIONS, DENIED THE FALSE CALIM TO TITLE 
BY THE CZAR - TO THE NORTHWEST COAST OF NORTH AMERICA.

WE CALL ON SENATOR GARY WARD WHO APPEARED AT OUR 
TRIBUNAL AND OFFERED TO CARRY THE MESSAGE OF HIS 
BROTHERS AN SISTERS - THAT HE DEMAND AN INVESTIGATION 
INTO THESE DOCUMENTS, AND - WITH OTHERS OF LIKE MIND, 
LEAD US INTO THE HALLS OF THE LEGISLATURE AND CONGRESS 
IN OUR STRUGGLE FOR SELF-DETERMINATION - FOR THE 
RECOGNITION OF OUR DOMINION OVER OUR LANDS, 
ESSENTIAL TO THE PRESERVATION OF OUR CULTURE AND, OF 
OUR IDENTITY AS A PEOPLE, BY BRINGING TO THE LIGHT THESE 
HIDDEN DOCUMENTS THAT ESTABLISH OUR RIGHT AS NATIONS 
TO OUR ANCESTRAL LANDS. WE NOW DELIVER TO YOU AND 
THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD - THESE DOCUMENTS.
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A p r i l  2 4 .  1 9 9 7

M s ,  J u l i e t  H i l d r e t h  
9 1 1 0  T e r i  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 6 0 7

S e n a t o r  L y d i a  G r e e n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G r e e n ,

I a m  w r i t i n g  I n  s u p p o r t  o f  S J R 2 8 ,  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  ( A N C S A )  
A u d i t ,  A s  a  p o s t  A N C S A  s h a r e h o l d e r ,  I a m  c o n c e r n e d  a n d  t r o u b l e d  a b o u t  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  f u t u r e  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  T h e  A N C S A  w a s  n o t  
I n t e n d e d  t o  f i n a n c i a l l y  b e n e f i t  a  s e l e c t  g r o u p  o f  e x e c u t i v e s  a n d  b o a r d m e m b e ' s ,  
W h o  c l e v e r l y  w o r d  p r o x y  c a r d s  a n d  a b u s e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  v o t e s  t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  
s e c u r e  t h e i r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c e s  a n d  h i g h  s a l a r i e s .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e s e  
b o a r d m e m b e r s  a n d  e x e c u t i v e s  a l s o  i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  t h e  A l a s k a  F e d o r a t l o n  
o f  N a t i v e s  ( A F N ) .  T h e s e  s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d  n a t i v e  l e a d e r s  o f  t o d a y  w i l l  m o r a l l y  a n d  
f i n a n c i a l l y  b a n k r u p t  y o u n g  n a t i v e s  o f  t o m o r r o w .  A F N  h a s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  
m a j o r i t y  n a t i v e s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  R e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  A F N  h a v e  c r e a t e d  a  
d i v i d e  i n  o u r  s m a l l  I n d i g e n o u s  c o m m u n i t y .

I b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  I n h e r e n t  g o o d n e s s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  s t a t e .  A s  a n  I n d i g e n o u s  
p e r s o n ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  l o o k  o u t  f o r  t h e  
b e s t  I n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  n a t i v e  p e o p l e ,  S u p p o r t  o f  S J R 2 8  w i l l  s c r u t i n i z e  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  o u r  
l e a d e r s  a n d  t h e  w a y  t h e y  t h o s e  l e a d e r s  o p e r a t e .  A n  a u d i t  c a n  h o n e s t l y  e v a l u a t e  
t h e  f a i l e d  p o l i c i e s  o f  n a t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p ,

M y  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  n a t i v e s ,  t h o s e  u n d e r  3 0  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  d o  n o t  h a v e  a n y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  w h o  h a v e  e n j o y e d  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e  A N C S A ,  
D e c e m b e r  1 7 , 1 9 7 2 .  T h e  A N C S A  w a s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e n e f i t  a  f e w  d i r e c t o r s  a n d  
e x e c u t i v e s ,

S i n c e r e l y ,

J u l i e t  H i l d r e t h

c c :  S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d
S e n a t o r  W a r d
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Date: 04-24-97 
your Reference:

F.H.J. Reference: 128
TO: Alaska Shite Legislature 

Senate S tete Affairs
SENATORS:

This Fax is Directed to: Madam Chairman: Lydo Green
V too Chairman: Jerry Ward 

Jerry Marikie 
Mice MilterJim D u n c a n ____________________

RE: SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 20
Fast things first. I do back Resolution 28. I believe that all Natives corporations 
should be federally audited from day 1.
When President Nixon first called a few Natives to meet in Anchorage, those few who 
were selected did not know what was to take place in that meeting. Who chose those 
select few to represent us? those select few were never chosen or elected for 
representation by the rest of the Alaskan Natives. So they had not the power to 
decide on issues or make decisions for the rest of the Natives. On any important 
issue, or any Issues, it must always boil down to a vote that will pass or reject, that is 
the democratic way, isn't it? Our government is always so  busy trying to turn all 
Nations into democratic Nations, For years they have been shoving it down the 
Russians throats and finally succeeded, they are doing the sam e thing to China, 
North Korea, Cuba, many other countries and are succeeding. What happened in 
Alaska? The U.S. government did not practice what they preached. Th9y became 
dictators, who shoved the land issue down a few Natives throats, who were not 
chosen or elected for representation by their Native villages. When A.N.B. & A.N.S. 
meetings were held, there were always delegates from different area's. Each year 
there was a grand convention held with delegates from all villages, each delegate 
was elected by the Natives In their village to represenf them at the convention. That 
is Democracy, right? I am sure many ofl you attended those conventions. Many votes 
are collected a t those meetings, and I could not see  many votes that will be lost.
When our parents were suing for our land, they all had one thing in common: they 
said that all Natives were equal and to never discriminate against one another. What 
was meant by all being equal? They said if and when we win our suit, alt Natives will 
be equal in Alaska! All Natives will share equally! If that were not so, we would of 
sued for the land in which we are from; many Natives would of been left out; check 
records from the 1955 convention meeting held in Sitka. There was never suppose to 
be village shareholders, followed by At-Largo Shareholders and still followed by 
thirteenth region Shareholders. That Is called first, second and third class 
shareholders, each with different share value. That is not equal, that is wrong I i 
WOULD LIKE TO ASK THIS VERY IMPORTANT QUESTION TO ALL OF YOU? 
When • While man atarte a  ccroonafan. and aM oeoota f ia t bought in at eoual shares 
and/or money, flora the government come in and divide the shares the wav they 
want? John Hope from the B.I.A. and John Borbridge from Sealaska told and
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convinced many Natives, that the At-Large Shareholders would be better off than the 
village shareholders. How could that be? Did they truly believe that our $1 dollar 
could buy more than the villagers $100 dollars? What happened to the equality in the 
settlement our parents were fighting for?
Question: Who are really at fault? Let's use the example of the apple. It only takes 
one bad apple to spoil all the rest. In this case the bad apple started right in our own 
government, from there spreading to the state of Alaska and at last into our 
corporations. It was carefully planned out by our government to have corruption in 
our Native corporations, so that we should fight and fail amongst ourselves. I truly 
believe that the government look and worry about their own dirty linen before they 
look and worry about correcting others. Yes we all know that the settlement was 
illegally done by the government, yet they still act like they are the good guys that 
never do wrong! If you believe that, that is a lie!
The state of Ataska is not better then the government. They all want to find out who 
is cheating and stealing in our Native corporations, yet hypocritically they voted to 
invest $1 million dollars to fight the Native people. That is the true puzzle. Alaska 
pretends to feed the Natives with one hand yet they steal food out of iheir mouths 
with the other. On a close look the majority of Ihe Natives are no better off than 
before the settlement and still hungry.
Another reiteration: The settlement act was designed to cause problems so the 
natives would fail.
If the Alaska State Legislature opened it's eye's to it’s past, the Legislature would see 
It was both deaf and blind. The reason for this statement Is that the Legislature 
neither saw nor heard all the issues brought before it 15 years ago, such as;
Elections and how they were held; Banking &  Securities could never see  any wrong. 
Going back as far a s  the 1982 elections, some of the directors were re - elected back 
to the board with as little a s a little over 30 - 6 0 -  90 - 120 proxies and it took as 
much as over 860 proxies to get elected. How could that be? Un-explainable 
situations like this were accruing in most all of the Native elections. This was brought 
to the attention of the Banking & Securities numerous limes, but nothing was ever 
done about it. Why, after afl these years, are you people finally opening your eyes 
and ears? We’ve lost almost eve^vthlng, are you going to bail us out? Are you going 
to admit you made the mistake and are finally going to make it up to us? Are you 
people now going to make us all equal and pay us our money the At-Large 
Shareholders lost? Some people that are in our Native corporation are not even 
Indians, they were adopted by some one old who was not an Indian from Alaska and 
they got more then Natives that are true Indians, will they have to pay the money 
back if proven they are not true Indians? Some even served on the board of directors.
Ocean Beauty: When we the Natives owned that company, tens of millions were lost 
by the operators. This was brought to the attention of Banking &  Securities and the 
Senate Selective Committee, but nothing was ever done. They were told where and 
how the money was lost, it did not matter. Those non-natives who controlled the 
company, lost Natlvo money and still retained their high positiuns and high wages. 
We  were called trouble makers for bringing this up to our Directors and_Banking § 
Securities attention. If I am not mistaken, they lost over $53 million in two year9.
Pac-West: I also did some research and uncovered fraudulent activities accruing 
within Pac-West, Ocean Beauty hired mostly non-Natives and Pac-West hired only
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non-Natives to work. I mailed paper work disclosing my discovery to the Directors 
and also to Banking & Securities. They publicly accused and labeled me a trouble 
maker. When I mailed letters to the shareholders that Pac-West lost, sealed a lid and 
retained over $6 million unadjusted dollars, the directors finally found it within 
themselves to investigate. They reported a  theft of over $3 million dollars and a 
select few were convicted and sent to jail and all their banking, checking and property 
were confiscated.
Timber: Over 2V i billion board lo o t  of timber haa been cut and sold, that adds up to a 
few dollars, where, may I ask, are those money's?
I did som e cheoklng last year in 1996: I found out there were more then 7.8 million 
board feet of cants in Washington for over 3 years in different storage areas. It was 
first stored in Bellingham, then moved to Federal Way & Tacoma, that had to cost to 
some one plenty of money, who? STC head timber man could not sell that timber, 
Why? He hired a  Chinese and paid all his expanses to Asia to help try and sell the 
timber. STC man gets paid for that job, but it seem s he can not do his job right, yet 
he is still on the job.
I am sure most of you know the value of the timber in Southeastern Alaska, but if you 
don't, I will explain. Using the timber standing and cut.
Yeflow cedar high grade standing - $1,600.00 per 1,000' board feet;

Okay, let us go a little further on this topic: Over 7.8 million in cants stored in 
Washington State; It cost on the average to log and get the tree out of the woods 
about $360.00 per 1,000' board feet. STC man went to Asia trying to sell our cants. 
They did sell our yellow cedar for a price of $150.00 per 1,000' board feet. He sold 
our hemlock for $260.00 per 1,000' board feet. They were trying to sell the spruce for 
$3,200.00 per 1,000' board for the high grade and 2,800.00 for the next grade and
2,200.00 for the other grade and 1,200 for the lower grade and 580.00 for the lowest 
grade; those prices are the right prioe tor those grades, but they could not sell any. I 
last heard that they were trying to 30 II all grades for a price of $380.00 per 1,000' 
board feet. Who has to pay for all these lose3? These people made the mistakes on 
cutting the trees wrong, shouldn't they be held liable? No they are not held reliable, 
they only get a pay raise. Who were the people that were to benefit from the 
settlement act? Ab far as we see, it was only to benefit the non-Native. non­
shareholders end a select few Natives. Many non-Native/shareholders got very rich.
Just a s a  side note: many logging operations who couldn’t make ends moot, began 
working for Natives and became very rich.
NQLS; Yes I agree that the NOLS help in many ways, if it is used right. But some 
took advantage of the net operating losses. One corporation tried to sell to Sealaska 
80 million board feet of timber for less then $3 million dollars. Sealaska seen that 
there was another offer came from a  non-Natlve company to buy that timber and 
back away. Yet that non-Native company did not even have a chance to bid on the

Yellow cedar high grade cut- 2,400.00 per 1,000' board feet;
Hemlock high grade standing - 
Hemlock high grade cut-

800.00 per 1,000’ board feet;
1,250.00 per 1,000’ board feet;

Spruce high grade standing- 
Spruce high grade cut-

1.600.00 per 1,000* board feet;
2.200.00 per 1,000* board feet:
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timber or could not oven get any cruise information on the timber. The 80 million 
board of standing timber was sold to another corporation for $2.83 million dollars. In 
later part of the 1980's, another same kind of deal took place. About 70 million board 
feet come up lor sale, a group from Seattle tried to get information on that timber, but 
they could not get any cruise information. Yes, they wanted to buy that timber. This 
group tried to sell the timber to Sealaska, but again Sealaska heard that there was 
another offer from a non-Natlve and baok away. That Native company sold that 
timber to another Native corporation for $4 million dollars. The Native corporation 
that bought the timber made over $50 million on that deal. Who were the losers on 
the transaction?
Yes, there has been audits that were done, and we call them a watered down audit; I 
hope if you people do It, you do it right.
We at) know that no one is perfect. Mistakes wtU always be made, but there must be a iimit our mistakes, that geos for all our directors. Alaska s tate Officials, and our Government Officiate.
I thank you for taking the time lo read my le^er of concern.
In Beat Regards to you All,

cc: Senate Selective Committee
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TESTIMONY SJR #28 
Audit on ANCSA Corporations 

By: Mary Ann Mills. CIRI Slurcholdcr p fr r  tr ; \j i. '

April 22. 1997

/.Si*) ( j >4
I support an audit of the ANCSA Corporations, in light of the four options CIRI is presenting to its 

stockholders. I acknowledge that ANCSA was geared to fail; contrived by big oil industry, governments 
that were (are) foreign to us (federal & state), and through perversion of truth. ANCSA was 
accomplished without the consent of ocr Indigenous Peoples. Such documents can be found in the Village 
Journev documented and recorded by the Honorable Thomas Burger, as well as. the Alaska Native 
Commission Report, and the Senate Select Committee on Indian Affairs Hearings. I support a full 
investigation into the legal status of the holders of the niodial title as enumerated in the “Smoking Gun" 
document found in the 58th Congress 2“ * Session: Document No. 162. Alaska Boundary TritxmzL 
Proceedings of the Alaskan Boundary Tribunal and the Kosliuov Memorandum.

Prior to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA). the Federal Field Commission was 
established to provide the federal, state, and tribal governments with laws, proclamations, conventions, 
declarations, and documentation as to the legal status of Alaska. Vita1 information was withheld as the 
Commission did not consider us a “political reality". ANCSA was accomplished without tribal 
involvement or consent.

The crisis Native Peoples are feeing today was explained by Rndy Ryser a noted Professor with the 
Center For The World Of Indigenous Studies, who spoke at the Sovereign Alaska Indigenous Nations 
Tribunal last month (March 8 - 13. 1997). Mr. Ryser stated that without a land base an ethnic group no 
longer exists. Brian Everett, who is presently working on the Middle East Peace Accords also lectured at 
the Tribunal. He stated with regard to the Law of Humanity to extinguish an ethnic groups’ rights, such 
as in See. 4B of ANCSA. is to deny a Feoples right to exist and Is considered a declaration of war.

Research shows medical and biological experimentation upon our Peoples has and continues to be 
unprecedented. Today, live Indigenous Alaskans have the highest disease rate, the highest cancer rate, 
and the highest death rate in the Malian. (Biological war-fere?)

In the letter dated April 14, 1997 to the Alaska .State Legislators. Carl Marrs, President and CEO for 
the Cook Inlet Region, writes of CIRI’s wcndcriW net profits, and how our shareholders “enjoy” a total 
shareholder equity in excess of millions of dollars. In reality the only ones benefiting financially are the 
CEO’s, management, and lire: board of directors. As our net profits go up their bonuses, perks, and 
salaries increase vet our dividends stay the same. This was the first year shareholders got an increase of 
$21.00 per 100 shares. Prior to reading the April 14th letter, we had no idea CIRI was donating millions 
of dollars to non-profits and hundreds of thousands of dollars annually to “everything from arts group 
scout troops'. I was with the understanding that the ANCSA Cuipuiulioits was established “for profit” 
for the shareholders. A  more detailed financial reporting system is necessary if shareholders are to 
understand their corporate businesses.

The letter also speaks of CIRI’s extensive efforts to improve shareholder participation with the 
formation of Shareholder Participation Committees. However, the way this participation committee was 
formed was without shareholder participation. CIRI would not let us vote or have a voice in who would 
be on the participation committees, instead they picked names out of a hat. When I suggested we pick our 
next board of directors from a hat. ray request was denied. The CIRI board makes it veiv difficult for 
independent shareholders to run for the board of directors. CIRI uses our corporate money to run their 
own hand picked board of directors. With our money they can send out as many proxy solicitations, and 
airplanes filled with their candidates as needed to get their people elected year after year. With a majority' 
of our People in or below the poverty line, il is easy to see how the present CIRI board maintains its

W I L L S   ̂ ^



majority. With this on going majority, the board can do almost anything, and they accomplish this by 
keeping us uninformed They represent us without our knowledge or consent, and have caused legislation 
which has not only changed the scope and intent of our ANCS A corporation, but our human rights as 
well We are a big money game or a big money gain to them. Nowhere in the United States are 
corporations used to federally and governmental!/ represent people, accept in Alaska and only exclusively 
upon the Indigenous Peoples of Alaska. The Ah Federation of Native. Inc. is not a Federation, and 
they should be made to change their misleading u \

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act is not a jurisdictional ad  ANCSA is fraught with fraud. 
How can any government justify turning Human Beings into stockholders or "giving'* us 10% of our own 
land with restrictions called corporate law. The appalling conditions of the Indigenous Feopies of Alaska 
is proof of ANCSA’s bitter fruit.

The Alaska Native Commission Report states, "Alaska Native Tribes and the State of Alaska need to 
pwt their conflicts and concerns aside and begin designing and implementing local community dispute 
resolution bodies, policies and procedure. This should be accomplished without engaging in futile 
arguments over tribal sovereignty or loss of the state’s authority."

The only way conflicts and concerns can be accomplished without engaging In futile arguments over 
Indigenous sovereignty or the state's authority is by basing our resolve upon truth. The Indigenous 
Peoples should be given the dignity of our own governance, instead of being forced to participate in 
foreign non-human corporate entities and foreign governments that is bringing us to the brink of our 
demise.

Our healing can only be successful if it is based on truth. Being die title holders of Alaska has made us 
targets for genocide, and we don't like it. We are loving, caring, and peaceful Peoples, and realize the 
only way wo can protect our sovereignty and our human rights is by protecting these sacred rights of those 
Humans who have peacefully integrated into our Human societies.
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P.O. Do* 813 

Ko$itof, Alaska 996K)
907-260-3563Testimony on S J R  2 8  Federal Audit a f  N ativ e  Regional Corporation

M y  name is A llan Baldwin and I am a  shareholder of C o o k  Inlet Region and the Kenai N atives Association. I support S J R  2 8  and thank senators H alford, W a r d ,  Torgenson and Hudson and the others who have put forth this effort to listen to the K N A  shareholders a n d  their concerns for the future of our corporation a n d  more importantly, our people.I d o  want to see Hie regionals be audited but I also strongly believe that the villago a n d  at-large corporations must also pass this test.I have  been involved in our local politics for quite some time. I have witnessed the decline o f  our corporation. I remember the time when our K N A  shareholders w ere all interested a n d  excited in the affairs o f  our corporation, with anticipation o f  the successes to come. W e  have all waited for a  long time to benefit from our success, but it has not materialized.O u r  corporation has been successfully selling o f f  our assets without the input o f  the shareholders. C o rp o ra te  funds have been mismanaged for m any years. Examples indude Hie m any businesses started on our W ild w o od  properties. In the past, the m anagem ent has gotten in trouble for misuse o f  gran t funds and illegal burial o f  contaminated debris from the W ild w o o d  cleanup, not to mention the numerous failed businesses.Presently K N A  is going through the motions o f  selling our lands b ack  to the federal Fish a n d  W ildlife Service, against the vote  o f  the shareholders. A s  a  K N A  Shareholder a n d  U S  citizen I want the Kenai Ec^iity A c t  investigated a n d  audited. K N A  is trying to pull a  fast  o n e  on the Fish a n d  W ildlife  Service  and E V O S .  Knowing that K N A  shareholders had a  claim to the property  they were trying to  sell, they p ro ceed ed  with the negotiations without disclosing that individual shareholders lands w ere held in trust b y  K N A .  Feloniously they proceeded to sell the land under false pretenses, knowing full well a t  least o ne shareholder ow ned  part o f  the land.A s  a  shardiolder who has seen the mismanagement and  sought to make changes in the managem ent, I ran for the Board, following S ta te  C o rp o rate  Laws with respect to p rox y  solicitations, only to be d e fe a te d  because the managem ent canceled the annual meeting a n d  challenged our proxies. The cancellation o f  the meeting was publicized as  a  result to deficient proxies. The deficient proxies were re d ly  those o f  the Managem ent a n d  the sharehdders actually h a d  enough proxies to meet the quorum. A  private election judge w as hired, who in my opinion, mode decisions based on directives from the management.During that annual meeting situation, the police w ere also called to h a v e  shareholders removed From the 
meeting place, and later security guards were hired (two times) to protect the Board, and the police were colled to remove shareholders from Board meetings.I ran, and  am running, fo r  the Board because I o p p o se  the sale of N ativ e  lands and  I see the financial crisis our corporation is in. W e ,  as sharehdders, have tried to make positive changes in our corporation and have had  to fight legal chdlenges to our p ro x y  sdicitations and battle the vast amount o f  m oney thrown in the defense o f  board mismanagement of our company.I strongly believe that w e  are at a  point w h ere  fudoral a n d /a r  S t a t e  audits must b e  d o n e  to return the corporafaHonr and lands to the people who rightfully own them.
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I a m  an Alaskan Native of Aleut decent, b o m  in Seldovia, enrolled in C o o k  

Inlet Region, Inc. and Kenai Natives Association, Inc. I have been involved 

with ray A N C S A  corporations and their politics for well over 10 years.

I support S J R  28, but do not believe it is as encompassing as it should be. 

A s  * director on the board of K N A ,  I believe it is imperative that the 

village a nd at-largc corporations be included in the audit process as well. 

N o  only for financial accountability to their respective shareholders, but

for an audit of articles of incorporation, by-laws and the resolutions that

the boards have passed. Are they conducive to shareholder participation? 

W h o  is it that really m a n a g e s  the business affairs of the corporations?

I ha v e  asked for state help before, through State Bankings and Securities.

I w a s  able to get information o n  proxy solicitations, the petitioning of 

special meetings and director access to corporate records, but there w a s  no 

support w h e n  the corporation didn’t c o m p l y  with the state law. B a n k i n g  

a nd Securities had n o  administrative authority to enforce laws. T h e  laws 

arc in place to provide for shareholder dissension and action, but there is

n o  b a c k b o n e  or teeth to uphold a shareholder’s legal right and

responsibility.

T h e  aboriginal people of Alaska are not only having to fight the U S  

Congress for the rights to their lands, and justice with respect to use of the 

land and its resources, but n o w  w e  must fight our o w n  legislators. I a m  

not speaking of you M a d a m  Chair and Senators, but of our o w n  corporate 

m a n a g e r s  and boards of directors w h o  legislate a w a y  our lands, cultural 

heritage and right to participate in the government of our businesses. 

Corporations are run as dictatorships, w h e r e  boards cloak shareholder 

input in advisory votes and disregard it. Executive session then keeps 

shareholders uninformed. Shareholders have waited for their promised 

land and riches for over 25 years and arc still waiting. Onl y  a f e w  have 

realized the benefits of A N C S A .  Corporate lands are being liquidated 

without shareholder approval and the proceeds used for operating costs, 

not shareholder benefit.

Ladies &  gentlemen, w h y  a resolution? W e  can bo resolved to look into a 

problem, to request an investigation or m a k e  a change, but w h a t  w e  

A N C S A  shareholders need is a bill in implement a law to mandate audits.

It is m y  belief that the A N C S A  corporation audits will find that the 

majority of t h e m  are not in compliance with the purpose and intent of the 

Alaska Natives Claims Settlement A ct or with the state corporate laws.

A s  a m e m b e r  of the K N A  Board of Directors, I can guarantee that w e  w o u l d  

not pass the test of this audit. O u r  corporation is not being run b y  prudent 

individuals.
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I a m  testfying in favor of S J R  28. I a m  requesting this resolution to a m e n d  

or include village and city A N S C A  corporations along with the regional 

corporations.

I a m  a shareholder if C I R I  and the Kenai Native Association, Inc. ( K N A ) .  It 

is important to include the village and city corporations as they follow the 

s a m e  policies as the regional corporations. This w a s  apparent in 1995 &  

1996 w h e n  C I R I’s attorney offered his assistance to the K N A  Board of 

Directors. A th this time the K N A  saharcholders we r e  expressing their 

concerns and disapproval at the direction in which the B o a r d  of Directors 

w a s  leading our corporation.

I a m  requesting the federal audit based o n  the following:

1. A N S C A  provided restricted land that w e  could not use until recently 

under the K N A  Equity Act, which is requiring us to sell our most 

valuable land to the Department of the Interior, a n d  then the 

restrictions w o u l d  be lifted from the rest of our land.

This settlement w a s  and is a m e a n s  of talcing land a w a y  f r o m  the 

indigenous people of Alaska.

2. T h e  last four years K N A  has lost a substantial a m o u n t  of m o n e y .  With 

our greatest expense being attorney fees to negotiate the sale/exchange 

of our laud. Instead of finanacially securing the shareholders, our 

revenues g o  to outside interests, while leaving us in poverty.

3. M a r c h  1997, K N A  Bo a r d  of Directors accepted the land negotiations 

with die D e p a r t m e n t  of Interior against shareholders wishes and an 

o v e r w h e l m i n g  vote f r o m  our 1996 shareholders annual meeting, wh i c h  

had the largest participation in K N A ’s history; 7 0 %  of shareholders were 

represented in person or b y  proxy. T h e  Board ignored the majority 

vote and accepted a proposal far below the fair market value. T h e  

shareholders are literally losing millions of dollars because of the Kenai 

Native Association Equity Act.

In dealing with the corporations-thc corporate structure forms a separate 

entity from its shareholders, which in turn grants p o w e r  to the board of 

directors to enable th e m  to pass resolutions and/or abuse “executive 

session,” Th e s e  p o w e r s  hinder shareholders’ access lo information about 

the corporation. Without scrutiny, the board of directors takes measures 

that arc a financial hardship on our corporation, which reflects o n  the 

native people today. T h e  corporations w e r e  formed to keep the board of 

directors in control a nd not the shareholders.

A s  an indigenous person, I a m  concerned about the future of the native 

people and our land. It has b e c o m e  the board of directors’ policy to sell 

our assets to keep the entity of the corporation alive. This system has
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failed the shareholders. W e  have no fair representation. T h e  board claims 

to represent the shareholders, but in reality they hide behind w o r d s  such 

as “advisory vote.” U n d e r  “advisory vote” the board of directors can d o  as 

they wish with our land and m o n e y  with little regard to the shareholders’ 

d e m a n d s .

T h e  repercussion f r o m  A N S C A  has b e c o m e  apparent w h e n  w c  look at the 

statistics of the native people in Alaska. W e  have the highest 

u n e m p loyment, welfare &  high school drop out rates. W c  have the highest 

suicide, imprisonment and disease rates of any ethnic group in the United 

States. A N C S A  has not helped us, but has m a d e  us targets for such things 

as experimental vaccines and other experimental drugs, w h i c h  have 

affected the health a nd well-being of the indigenous people of Alaska.

N e x t  month, the Kenai Native Association will be celebrating 25 years of 

being stockholders instead of h u m a n  beings. T h e  trinkets w e  will receive 

for this great honor will be a baseball hat, coffee m u g  and ink pen. H o w  

ironic, as it w a s  the ink pen that put us in the crisis w e  are in today. If w e  

could take this pen and erase this law called A N S C A ,  w c  w o u l d  see that w e  

are a great people and a great nation, with respect and compassion for one 

another. A n d  mo s t  of all, w e  w o u l d  see that w e  are h u m a n  beings and w e  

have the right to exist!



Carole Ann Newcomer 
617 Willoughby #223 

Juneau, Alaska 99801

The Honorable Mike Miller, Senate President 
Room #111
The Honorable Gail Phillips, Speaker of the House 
Room #208
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Dear Senator Miller and Representative Phillips:
I write to express my position on Senate Joint Resolution 28, which would request that 
the federal government audit the Alaska Native Regional Corporations to determine 
their compliance with the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and to review the 
accountability of the corporations to their shareholders.
As an Alaskan. Alaska Native, and a Shareholder of an ANCSA Regional Corporation, I 
would like to say that I am appalled by this blatant attack against ANCSA Regional 
Corporations, the Leaders and the Shareholders of these corporations. I would like to 
say that I have experience as both a shareholder and as a past employee of my own 
regional corporation.
"...security laws have instead lessened the Native regional corporations' 
accountability to their shareholders..." The Regional Corporations, like any other 
corporation, has accountability to its shareholders. Our corporation is audited every 
year by their in-house accounting department and by a respected certified public 
accounting firm. The financials and minutes of all board and committee meetings of the 
corporation are available for all shareholders to review. As a shareholder, like all other 
shareholders having shares in corporations, we are able to make changes through a 
corporate process. Changes can and have been made!
"...the State and Federal governments have substantial investments, over 
$1,000,000,000 and 44,000,000 acres o f land, in the Alaska Native regional 
corporations to settle claims by Native People o f A laska." The State and Federal 
Governments made substantial investments and have settled? We are the Indigenous 
Peoples of the State of Alaska, can you ever invest in that or settle that? How was it an 
investment? It was a compensation and surely there is no monetary value that can be 
put on this issue. We utilized this land hundreds of years prior to any other people and 
we are certainly not a c o n q u e re d  peop le ; need we have had to ask for this small 
percentage of land back?
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..."o fficers o f  some o f the regional corporations make substantial income while 
over one-third o f their shareholders live at o r below the poverty leve l." The
officers of my corporation are compensated accordingly, like any other corporation they 
are paid for services rendered.
...."one o f the results o f this failure is an outcry by Native people o f Alaska fo r 
sovereignty." ANCSA Regional Corporations are for-profit corporations and as a 
people I do not believe we seek sovereignty due to any failure by our corporations. 
Sovereignty, I might add, is another topic altogether like subsistence.
"...A laska Natives feel intentionally disenfranchised by. and uninformed ......".
We are MORE informed than other shareholders of other corporations. I have seen my 
corporation go above and beyond to keep shareholders informed. We have never 
been deprived of a legal right or the right to vote.
I have worked for several Alaska Native Leaders all of whom are highly ethical and 
committed to the betterment of all Alaska Natives. I could not say enough about them, 
one of whom is the President of my ANCSA Regional Corporation and the other a 
Board Member. Their achievements are exceptional. Some of their priorities include 
shareholder hire, long-term financial growth, long-term dividends, and of most 
importance the ability for shareholders to be able to apply and receive monies for 
education. These are the types of things that were never mentioned in S.R.#28.
If you audit the ANCSA Regional Corporations, who will you audit next, our non-profits, 
and after the non-profits, then who? Have we slipped back 50 years? I have heard the 
way Alaska Natives are referred to on both the House and the Senate floor and it 
makes my heart heavy. We are on the cusp of a new millennium and therefore things 
are to be better, prejudice to be a thing of the past. Unfortunately I now believe there 
are some that wish to split our community yet again.
ANCSA Corporations are the vehicle that give Alaska Natives a voice both politically 
and economically, and now you wish to silence us? Corporations are the thread that 
binds us together as a people. I am proud to be a shareholder.
Anaa Baasee'

Carole-Ann Newcomer

cc: House of Representatives
Senate
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Dear Editor:

Regarding Regional Corp. Audits:

If Senator Duncan and others feel SJR 28 gives false hopes to Natives, you arc the 

lawmakers, then put what gives hope in there, you are in the position to do this.

aboriginal people in deep peril due to something intended for them running wildly 

about in the wind - it is literal cultural termination in the works. Our Sealaska 

Corporation Heritage Foundation only gives two $500 awards in your lifetime to 

study your culture, there is no system in place in land and support to allow it to 

continue to exist.

The Claims Act land was intended for the tribes - somewhere the Claims Act 

changed the intent on the Natives - the tribes w h o  all this was meant for n o w  have 

nothing - but 26 years of oppression. 1 don’t agree that these corporations are 

simply state chartered for profit corporations because of the Claims Act hearing 

minutes, the testimony, the protection the Natives were told they would enjoy (p. 

98), A n  aboriginal people is just that: aboriginal.

I too want to know, “H o w  much land, money, and jobs flowed through Sealaska 

Corporation since 1971, and how much of that has reached the average Alaskan Native 

since 1971.“ The answer will frighten you, I already k n o w  the answer, and it 

frightens me.

National attention and United States Presidential involvement arc needed for an

Joan Dangeli

Box 34711
Juneau, A K  99803-4711 

586-3506

4 - 2 3 - 9 7
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% / t a r Fn*'‘ 1 o 7  m i .  (S-isrA p r i l  2 2 ,  1 9 9 7  V i a  H a n d  D e l i v e r y
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  M i l l e r ,  S e n a t e  P r e s i d e n tT h e  H o n o r a b l e  G a i l  P h i l l i p s ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s eA l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r eS t a t e  C a p i t o lJ u n e a u ,  A l a s k aR e :  S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  2 8D e a r  S e n a t o r  M i l l e r  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P h i l l i p s :I  w r i t e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  S e a l a s k a  C o r p o r a t i o n  o n  S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  2 8 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a u d i t  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  a n d  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  s h a r e h o l d e r s .S i n c e  i t s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  S e a l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  a u d i t e d  a n n u a l l y  b y  i n d e p e n d e n t  c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t s .  I t s  a c c o u n t i n g  f i r m ,  P r i c e  W a t e r h o u s e ,  h o l d s  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  a c c o u n t i n g  p r i n c i p l e s .  I n d e e d ,  f e d e r a l  l a w  r e q u i r e s  e v e r y  A N C S A  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  b e  a u d i t e d  a n n u a l l y  b y  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  l i c e n s e d ,  c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t s ,  a n d  t o  s e n d  a  r e p o r t  o f  e a c h  a u d i t  t o  e v e r y  s h a r e h o l d e r .  13 U . S . C .  § 1 6 0 6 ( o ) . S e a l a s k a  c o m p l i e s  w i t h  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  e v e r y  y e a r  w h e n  i t  s e n d s  a l l  s h a r e h o l d e r s  i t s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  T h e s e  r e p o r t s  a r e  a l s o  f i l e d  a n n u a l l y  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  B a n k i n g ,  S e c u r i t i e s  a n d  C o r p o r a t i o n s .L i k e  a l l  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  A l a s k a  c o r p o r a ­t i o n s ,  S e a l a s k a  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  r u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  B a n k i n g ,  S e c u r i t i e s  a n d  C o r p o r a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  A l a s k a  c o r p o r a t e  l a w .T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  i s  n o t  t o  o b t a i n  a n  a u d i t  ( t h i s  i 3 a l r e a d y  d o n e )  n o r  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  s h a r e h o l d e r s

One Sonlflska Plaw, Su<lo 400 • Juneau. AK 90001-1270 • Phone (907) B30-1512 • F u  (007)500-1828
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T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  M i l l e r  T h e  H o n o r a b l e  G a i l  P h i l l i p s  A p r i l  2 2 ,  1 9 9 7  P a g e  2r e c e i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( t h e y  a l r e a d y  d o )  . T h e  r e a l  p u r p o s e s  a p p e a rt o  b e :— t o  c r e a t e  d i s c o r d  a m o n g  N a t i v e  g r o u p s  w h o s e  v i e w s  d i f f e r  o n  i s s u e s  o f  c o r p o r a t e  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ;  a n d— t o  r e t a l i a t e  a g a i n s t  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  o v e r  t h e  ’ ' I n d i a n  C o u n t r y "  i s s u e .T h e s e  a r e  n o t  p r o p e r  p u r p o s e s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  a n d  I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  c h a t  m a n y  o f  t h e  s p o n s o r s  o f  S J R  2 8  w o u l d  r e t a i n  t h e i r  n a m e s  o n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i f  t h e y  k n e w  a l l  t h e  f a c t s .T h e  s p o n s o r s  o f  t h e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  h a v e  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o r  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  f u n d  a n  " a u d i t "  a t  t h e  S t a t e  l e v e l  a n d  t h e y  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  i 3  e v e n  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  d o  s o .  N o n e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  R e p u b l i c a n  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t e s  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  D e b o r a h  W i l l i a m s ,  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  r e c e n t l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  l a c k s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  m a n d a t e  t o  a u d i t  N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s .A  s m a l l  m i n o r i t y  o f  a n g r y  s h a r e h o l d e r s  o f  C o o k  I n l e t  R e g i o n ,  I n c .  c l e a r l y  h a v e  d r i v e n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  S J R  2 8 .  T h e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  i s  p r e m i s e d  o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  s o u r c e s  w h o  a r e  i n t e n t  o n  a i r i n g  p r i v a t e  g r i e v a n c e s  a t  p u b l i c  e x p e n s e :R o b e r t  W. R u d e ,  a  d i s g r u n t l e d  f o r m e r  e m p l o y e e  o f  C I R I ,  i s  p r o m o t i n g  h i s  b o o k  o n  s u p p o s e d  a b u s e s  i n  C I R I .  H i s  f a l s e  a n d  m i s l e a d i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  C I R I  s h a r e h o l d e r s  d u r i n g  h i s  r e c e n t  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n  l e d  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  B a n k i n g ,  S e c u r i t i e s  a n d  C o r p o r a t i o n s  t o  f i n d  h i m  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w .  A s  a  C I R I  d i r e c t o r  a n ds h a r e h o l d e r ,  M r .  R u d e  h a s  r e m e d i e s  — i n c l u d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  c o i p o r a t e  b o o k s  a n d  r e c o r d s  -  t o  r e d r e s s  w h a t e v e r  g r i e v a n c e  h e  h a s  w i t h  h i s  c o r p o r a t i o n .  H e  d o e s n ' t  n e e d  a  f e d e r a l  a u d i t  t o  d o  t h a t ,  n o r  d o e s  h e  n e e d  t o  d r a g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  i n t o  h i s  p e r s o n a l  b e e f  w i t h  C I R I .R e s o l u t i o n  c o - s p o n s o r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e r r y  W a r d ,  a n o t h e r  C I R I  s h a r e h o l d e r ,  m a d e  i m p o r t a n t  c a s e  l a w  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  d i s h o n e s t  p r o x y  s o l i c i t a t i o n  w h e n  t h eS u p e r i o r  C o u r t  a n d  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  b o t h  f o u n d  t h a t  h e  h a dl i e d  t o  C I R I  s h a r e h o l d e r s  i n  c o r p o r a t e  e l e c t i o n s  a n dt h a t  h e  h a d  u n l a w f u l l y  m a d e  f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  p r o x y  s o l i c i t a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s .  ( S e e  Brawn v. W a r d ,  5 9 3  P . 2 d
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T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  M i l l e r  T h e  H o n o r a b l e  G a i l  P h i l l i p s  A p r i l  2 2 ,  1 9 9 7  P a g e  32 4 7  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 9 ) . )  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  W a r d  a p p a r e n t l y  h a s  f o u n d  a  n e w  f o r u m  i n  w h i c h  h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  n o t  a s  c l o s e l y  s c r u t i n i z e d .P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  p a y  f o r  t h e i r  a n n u a la u d i t s .  We p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  n o t  o b j e c t  i f  t h e  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a lg o v e r n m e n t  o f f e r e d  t o  p i c k  u p  t h i s  c o s t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,t h i s  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  i s  b r o u g h t  i n  s u c h  a  s p i r i t  o f  m i s p l a c e d  v i n d i c t i v e n e s s  t h a t  we c a n n o t  s u p p o r t  i t .P i e a B e  c o n t a c t  me i f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  S e a l a s k a ' s  p o s i t i o n .
Sincerely,S E A L A S K A  C O R P O R A T I O N
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By JAMES MacPHERSON
T H E  J U N EA U  E M P IR E

On Oct. 26, 1882, the U.S. Navy bombarded and burned 
the village of Angoon over a dispute between Tlingits 
and the Killisnoo whaling station after the accidental 
death of Tith Klane, a tribal shaman.

Klane was a crewman on a whaling boat when a harpoon 
gun exploded prematurely during an attempt to take a 
whale. After the death, Tlingits ceased work to mourn 
and prepare for a burial ceremony.

Tlingit custom required compensation for his death, and 
because of his high status as a medicine man, 200 
blankets were demanded.

The whaling Company superintendent, J.M. Vanderbilt, refused payment and ordered 
the Natives back to work. When the Natives continued to mourn, painting their faces 
with coal tar and tallow as a sign of sorrow, Vanderbilt traveled to Sitka and told Navy 
Cmdr. E.C. Merriman that the Indians were uprising and threatening whites’ livesand 
property.

Although Native accounts dispute it, Vanderbilt said Tlingits had taken two men 
hostage and said they would be killed if compensation was not paid.

Merriman, the top American official in Alaska at the time, returned three days later 
with men from tire Navy, Marine Corps and the Revenue Cutter Service, the forerunner 
of the U.S. Coast Guard.

The Adams, Merriman’s ship, had too deep of a draft to navigate Kootznahoo Inlet oft' 
Angoon. So Merriman pressed into service the civilian tug Favorite .and the Revenue 
Cutter Corwin, which had been at port in Sitka.

Merriman took several prisoners and made a counter offer to the Natives - who spoke 
little or no English, demanding 400 blankets from them.

When only 81 blankets were delivered, Mcrriman’s men - with noresistancc from the 
Tlingits - burned canoes, storehouses and totem poles; stole artifacts; and shelled tribal 
houses from the vessel Favorite, equipped with a Gatling gun and howitzer cannon.

Six Tlingit children died from smoke and fire.

With winter coming and all homes and food caches destroyed, ti c Tlingits believed 
they were left to die.

" It ’s the day we suffered from a crime that was not committed,”  saiiSilly Jones who 
was 13 at the time of the attack. “ The people of Angoon nearly starved to death. How 
much wc suffered."

Witness: Languc-'u, "Billy 
Jones," pictured in the 
foreground, was 13 on the day 
of the attack. He witnessed the 
entire event and later wrote 
about it.

PIIOTO COURTESY ALASKA 
HISTORICAL LIBRARY, VINCENT 

SOBOLEIT COLLECTION
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Jones, whose Tlingit name was Languc-’u, recorded his account ofthe attack in 1949, 
before his death.

His people showed no anger, only sorrow for the bombardment, Jones said.

Information in this article come from Angoon oral history and government accounts of the 
bombing. The article first appeared in the Jan. 19 edition of the Southeast Empire.

Copyright (5 1998 Southeastern Newspaper Corp. 
Comments or questions? Contact the Webmaster.
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By JAMES MacPHERSON
THE JUNEAU EMPIRE

It happened more than 115 years ago, but the 
U.S. Navy attack on Angoon is as vivid in the 
minds of local Tlingits as if it happened 
yesterday.

The deaths and destruction caused by an attack of a Navy gunboat in 1882 has not been 
forgotten by the Admiially Island residents and tribal leaders want money from the 
federal government to replace stolen artifacts and rebuild the 27 tribal houses that were 
destroyed.

More than money, they want an 

apology.

Native leaders in this village 55 miles southwest of Juneau tried in 1982 to extract an 
apology from the Navy for the attack. They had also asked that a Navy ship be named 
after the village as a sign of respect.

But the Navy denied the request for a formal apology and said it would consider 
naming a ship. Native leaders were sent home from Washington, D.C., with a Navy 
hat, a memento of the trip.

"It was a midshipman’s hat," said Royal DeAsis, who was one ofhrec Tlingit 
delegates who met with the Navy at the Pentagon in 1982. "The hat wasn’t even a 
full-fledged Navy officer’s hat - amidshipman isn’t even on the so-called totem pole 
yet."

Now 16 years later, the hat is packed away in the village somewhere and no ship in the 
fleet bears Angoon’s name.

This time the village will go to the highest level of the Navy and to the President for 
the apology - and money.

"We don’t want just an apology,”  said Leonard John, associatalirector of 
Kootznoowoo Cultural and Education Foundation. “ We want restitution for what they 
took, too, It’s made a large impact on this generation.”

The account isn’t in history books, and even some Tlingits outside Angoon don’t know 
of the incident.

But in this village of about 600, the oral history has been handed down for several 
generations.

"We have not forgotten,”  said Matthew Fred Sr., 73. His voice isangry with emotion 
when he speaks of the bombing. " I ’m slillhurting. All they left us with was a 
smoldering village."

In memory: totem poles, raised in 
1982, stand in Angoon as a memorial for 
the children who died in the attack one 
century earlier.

htlp://www.juneauempirc.com/Archive/January98/012598/stories/012598/angoon.html 2/18/98
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In 1973, Angoon did receive an out-of-court settlement for $90,000 as compensation 
for the bombing. Only one tribal house was restored before the money ran out.

John said he doesn’t know how much money it will take to rebuild thevillage, but it 
will be expensive.

"There’s really no way to put a price on the lost culture," John said."There’s no way to 
put a price on die lost lives.”

I f  funded, the rebuilt village would open to tourists creating much-needed jobs in the 
village that has few employment opportunities and high unemployment.

" It  will bring economic diversification to the community,”  said John,who works for a 
subsidiary of Kootznoowoo Inc., Angoon’s villagecorporation. "Most importantly, it 
will restore heritage and bring back identity to individuals and the community."

The first step, however, is for the Navy to say it’s soiTy.

"An apology is the most important thing to us,”  John said.

"It would give us some sense of justice,”  said DeAsis.

“ It seems as though it’s like a wound that hasn’t completely healedpnd we keep 
scratching at it.”

Top Navy officials in Washington have yet to receive another formal request for an 
apology - or money.

"We can’t act on it until we see a request,”  said Cmdr. Frank Thorp, tNavy spokesman 
at the Pentagon.

For its part, Coast Guard personnel from the Sitka-based cutter Woodrush last year 
conducted safe-boating courses in Angoon, and constructed a new playground and 
jungle gym.

“ We were trying to rebuild bridges of faith and trust to the community,”  said Lt. Cmdr. 
Ray Massey, a Coast Guard spokesman in Juneau.

Massey said he doesn’t see his service apologizing on behalf of the Revenue Cutter 
Service, the Coast Guard's predecessor, which took part in the attack.

"1 don’ t think we have anything to apologize for.”  said Massey. “ Uon’ t think they 
(Angoon) recognize us as the egregious party here.”

John said the Coast Guard’s recent actions were admirable, but fallshort.

"We were happy to receive the gesture,”  John said. "There was somuch wrong done 
that playground equipment doesn’t changeanything.”

Fred says the story will probably continue to be passed down by Angoon villagers - 
unless an apology is made.

" I f  an apology is made, nobody will talk about it again,”  Fred said.

This article first appeared in the Jan. 19 edition of the Southeast Empire.
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A REPORTER. AT LARGE
T H E  U N C O M M I T T E D  C R I M E

; a shack)', tenacious, re- monly “ Klink-kit” —and are stubborn on the hill, above the old town, every- 
and defiant little frontier enough in their resolve to preserve one in Angoon lived in one of the old 
of an Indian town on their ancestral ways that Angoon is houses. Most are of simple plank-and- 

Admiralty Island, in southeast Alaska, often referred to as the last outpost of frame construction and are weathered 
It is surrounded by wilderness. Convo- Tlingit culture. The town is built on a to soft colors or scuffed back to plain 
cations of eagles turn and circle above small spit of land. At its narrowest wood. Some are built gable er.d to the 
it like figures in a mobile. When they point there is room for four or five water, Tlingit style, and some are side- 
land on the long, springy branches of a houses, built end to end and almost as wise to it. Most have peaked roofs 
spruce or a hemlock or a cedar or a close as the cars on a train. On one side finished with tin, two windows down- 
pine, the branches shake, and all the of the spit, the west, are the long stairs in the front, with a door between 
other birds leave. You can walk up perspectives of water that are Chatham them, and a window upstairs above the 
close then and stare at the eagles, and Strait, with the mountains of Baranof door. In the windows of many are 
they will stare back at you. The look in and Chichagof Islands beyond. On the children.
their eyes is kind of mad and impatient east is an inlet splitting into channels The majority of old houses have 
and half-witted. Their feet and beaks leading inland. The Tlingit knew tribal affiliations. They were built late 
are the color of the yellow on the shaft their way around the channels, and in the nineteenth century or early in 
of a pencil. From a distance, their knew the oddities of the tides, and had this one and are smaller versions of the 
bodies blend with the body of the tree, no fear of an attack from the water, houses the Tlingit built in back times, 
so that all you see of them is their white Looking at the placement of Angoon The houses are known by names the 
heads, like light hulbs. In the spring, on a map, one sometimes feels that it is Indians gave them to commemorate 
when the herring are running, there as if the Indians who settled it had some aspect of their past or a charac- 
are more bald eagles on Admiralty sought out the most isolated, backs-to- teristic of someone who lived in them. 
Island than in all forty-nine other the-wall, they-can-come-at-us-from- Some of the names are Iron Bark 
states. Some of the eagles stay around only-one-end place to put up their House, Springwater House, K iller 
all year. When the fishermen catch town. North of Angoon is a small Whale House, Killer Whale Chasing 
bullheads or black bass or rockfish, or woods, perhaps half a mile of it, and Seal House, K ille r Whale Tooth 
some other fish they don’t care to keep, then water. The Tlingit, while brave House, Log Jam House, Mountain 
they leave the fish floating for the to the point of fearlessness, were also Valley House, On Top of the Fort 
eagles. Sometimes an eagle launches obsessed spirit thinkers, and the idea House, End of the Tra il House, Mid- 
itself and soars into the air until it is that the woods were full of crafty, die of the Village House, Bear House, 
just a tiny, wheeling stick-figure cross witching, and sinister forces made a lot Raven House, and Raven Bones House, 
against the sky, and then returns and of sense to them. Also, they didn’t care On the front of the Killer Whale 
strikes a cat on the beach in front of the much for bears. Sometimes one hears House, in the triangle made by the top 
town. that Angoon is where it is because bears of the door and under the notch of the

Admiralty Island is ninety-six miles could get at it from only one side. roof, are painted two killer whales, in
long and thirty miles wide at its widest The older section of town describes the Tlingit style. Each is about ten feet 
part, it has seven hundred and twenty roughly the shape of an arc. It includes long. Their heads face away from each 
miles of coastline, and Angoon is the about thirty-five houses. Seen from the other and their tails almost touch above 
only town on it. Approximately six strait, they rise in rows up the side of a the door. The fins on their backs rise to 
hundred and thirty people live there; hill like the rows on the keyboard of a the top of the upstairs window. They 
according to the phone book, sixty-sev- typewriter. Until the middle of the are black and turquoise and red, and 
en have phones. Most of the people are nineteen-seventies, when money from match figures that were painted on the 
T lin g it— which is properly pro- the federal government made it possible housefront in the nineteenth century 
nounced “ Thleen-git”  but more com- to clear land and build houses higher and later covered over; the present-day

ANGOON II 

mote, 
speck



image was d r aw n  f rom  tiie ou t l in e  of 
the o r ig in a l ,  wh ich  showed fa in tly 
th rough  the pa in t .  A t one time th e re  
were several pa in ted houses in tow n . 
A ll w e re  pa in ted  ove r o r  had th e i r  
images removed an d  taken  indoo rs  
a round 1929 to make A n goo n  p re sen t­
able for a m ee t ing  of the  A la sk a  N a t iv e  
B ro the rhood , an o rg a n iz a t io n  crea ted 
to oppose bad t r e a tm en t  of I n d ia n s  by 
white people. I ts  m embers  believed th a t  
the way  in to  the new  w o r ld  was n o t  
th ro ug h  th e  past but by le a rn in g  to 
speak E n g l i s h  and live and behave like 
white men.

T h e  houses in A n g o o n  ra re ly  come 
up for sale . Some are tr ibal p roper ty , 
others have titles th a t  a re  in d ispute . 
A ll require a cash sale. Because they  
have prob lems w i th  titles, and no fo un ­
dations , it is no t  possible to m o r tg a g e  
them . A lso , i t is cost ly  to insu re  th em , 
because they ca tch  fire so easily.

T H E  cl im a te of A d m i r a l t y  is th a t  
of a subarc t ic  ra in  forest . T h e  
woods a re  so th ick ly  o v e rg row n  th a t  it 

is not possible to w a lk  in th em  excep t 
where  tra i ls  have been c leared ; most 
people in A n g o o n  have  n e v e r  been to 
the o th e r  side of the is land. A ro u n d  
A ngoon  are  a trail abou t  th ree  miles 
long lead ing  sou th  f rom  the  tow n ,  
th ro ug h  bear t e r r i to ry ,  to a bur ia l  
g round  and  a f e r ry  te rm in a l ,  and  one 
ru nn in g  no r thw es t  abou t h a lf  a m ile , 
no t t h ro u g h  b e a r  te r r i to ry ,  also to a 
burial g ro u n d ,  and , beyond it, to an  
ou tc ropp ing  o f l and  called D a n g e r  
Point. T h e  woods a re  so d am p th a t  it 
is difficult to s ta r t  a fire in them . In  
th e  n in e t e e n th  c e n tu r y ,  A l e k s a n d r  
Baranov , the  Russ ian  exp lo re r  an d  
governo r of all Russian  ac t iv i t ies  in 
N o r th  Am er ic a ,  tr ied to bu rn  d ow n  
the trees a ro u n d  S itka , abou t forty-f ive 
miles west of A n g o o n ,  because they  
gave p ro tec t ion  to th e  In d ia n s ,  bu t had 
to give up and  cu t the trees dow n 
instead, because he cou ld  no t m ake 
them ca tch .

T h e  w ild e rness  is m a in ly  hem lock  
and spruce , am o n g  w h ich  are  c o n cen ­
tra t ions of lodgepo le p in e  and  two 
kinds o f  c e d a r— red and  ye llow . H e re  
and there a rc  a few low land  c le a r ing s ,  
called muskegs, filled w i th  g rasses and  
sedges, and be low th em  tida l low  
g rounds  called salt chuck s .  A lo n g  the 
sides and tops of some of the  m ou n ta in s  
a re  meadows. C ro s s in g  th em  and  w in d ­
ing  t h ro u g h  the woods a re  bear tra i ls , 
wh ich  do  not look like the  pa th s  th a t
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dee r  scuff in to  th e  fores t floor but a re  
s imply  one p aw  p r in t  f o l low ing  a n o t h ­
e r  in l ine , th e  m a rk s  of g e n e r a t io n s  
o f  bears w a lk in g  ca re fu l ly  t h r o u g h  
th e  fores t in th e  foo tp r in ts  o f  the ir  
ances to rs .

H u n d re d s  o f  bears  in h ab i t  th e  w i l ­
de rness . A d m i r a l ty  has the  h igh es t 
densi ty  o f  bears  in A m e r ic a ,  and  it is 
possible t h a t  th e r e  m ay  be a th ou sand  
o r  m o re  of th em  in th e  fores t . T h e  
bears a re  a type of g r iz z ly .  T h e y  can  
c h a rg e  a t  fo r ty  m iles an  h ou r .  Y o u  can 
o f ten  h e a r  th em  for a l o n g  t im e before 
th ey  come in to  view . I s aw  bea rs  on ly 
once in A n g o o n ,  in a field beside the 
road ,  a n d  my reco l lec t ion  is t h a t  they 
w ere  th e  size o f  small mob ile  homes . 
T h e  dog s  in th e  tow n  most ly  keep th em  
aw ay ,  b u t  if a b e a r  has a n y  rea l reason  
to  come to t ow n  it w il l .  Some tim es 
people w ak e  in th e  m o rn in g  an d  see 
t h em  on  th e  beach .

I w en t  to A n g o o n  fo r  the first t ime 
in J a n u a r y ,  an d  I  w en t  back in A p r i l .  I 
r en ted  a room  in a lodg e  th a t  serves 
h u n te r s  and  f ish e rm en ove r th e  s um ­
m e r .  W h e n  I spoke to som eone  the re  
o n  the p h o n e  f r om  N ew  Y o rk  C i ty  and 
asked h ow  I w ou ld  find the  place , he 
sa id  it w a s  r i g h t  nex t to th e  a i rp o r t .  I 
flew f rom  N ew  Y o rk  to Sea tt le a n d  on 
to  J u n e a u ,  and  th e n  boa rded  a p lan e  on 
w h ich  I w as  th e  on ly  pa ssenge r .  I t  
loaded th e  mail a n d  some packages  and 
land ed  abou t h a l f  an  h o u r  la te r  on  the 
w a te r  of th e  in le t  and  coasted up  to a 
dock . I  s tood a f ew  m inu te s  beside the 
w i ld e rnes s  w i th  m y  su itcase , and  th en  a 
m an  show ed  up  to co llec t a p ackage 
th a t  had come ove r on  th e  p lane . I 
asked if h e  k n ew  w h e re  th e  lodg e  was, 
a n d  he po in ted  to  a pa th .  T h e  lodg e  is 
a b ou t  a m i le  f rom  tow n ,  a lo n g  th e  road 
t h a t  leads to th e  fe rry  te rm in a l ,  at 
K i l l i snoo , once  a n  I n d i a n  fo r t ,  and 
t h e n ,  in th e  n in e te en th  c e n tu ry ,  a w h i te  
m a n ’s tow n  th a t  had  a w h a le  w o rk s  and 
a h e r r in g - r e d u c t io n  p lan t  th a t  m a in ly  
w en t  out o f  business a ro u n d  1915. 
K i l l i s n o o  l i n g e r e d  t h r o u g h  s eve ra l  
fires, th en  bu rn ed  a lmost comple te ly  
a n d ,  in t h e  n in e t e e n - tw e n t i e s ,  was 
ab ando n ed .  T h e  road is abou t th ree  
m iles  lo n g  and  is the o n ly  ro ad  in 
A n g o o n .  I t  is bo rde red  on  both sides by 
trees , excep t fo r  a small s t re tch  by the 
tow n  h ig hw ay  b a rn ,  w h e r e  one can  
look  in to  th e  in le t .  T h e  tide the re ,  
r i s in g  and  f a l l in g  and  r u s h in g  th r o u g h  
th e  rips, m akes  a sound  like traffic. 
F r o m  the ro ad  you can  see some rocks 
o n  w h ich  c o rm o ra n t s  s tand .  A s  th e  tide
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rises, the c o rm o ra n t s  edge closer and  
closer un t i l  all of them  are bun ched  
toge the r  like a bouquet. T h e  road is 
m ade from grave l a n d  d ir t .  D u r in g  d ry  
periods, each ca r  is fo llowed by a ta i l of 
dust. People dr ive back and  fo r th  a l o n g  
the road fo r no p a r t i c u la r  reason ex cep t 
to ge t ou t of the  house and m ove 
a round , o r  to be a lone  for a wh ile ,  o r  to 
cou r t ,  o r  to look a t the  w a te r ,  o r  f rom  
nerves and restlessness, o r  ju s t  to feel 
th a t  they a re  g o in g  somewhere .

I n  the w in te r ,  smoke f rom  the  c h im ­
neys stays close to the  g ro un d  and d r i f t s  
like fog past the w indow s . T h e  ce i l in g  
of the sky is never very f a r  ov e rh ead .  
T h e  tops of the m ou n ta in s  appea r  a n d  
disappear in the c louds . W h e n  the tops 
are covered , the m ou n ta in s  look l ike 
p la teaus , o r  as if some k ind of ab ra s ion  
f rom  the sky had sanded th em  flat. T h e  
sun is ra re ly  visible. T h e  sky is a lm o s t  
a lways wh ite . W h e n  the road is fu l l of 
snow  and th e  c row s a re  c ro s s ing  th e  
sky, it is like w a tc h in g  b la c k - a n d -w h i t e  
television. C h i ld ren  r ide th e i r  bicycles 
on the frozen road . C row s  land  on th e  
tin roofs and do a clicky, sk idd ing  l i t t le  
dance to get a purchase . T h e y  m ak e  a 
ha rd ,  ra tc h e t in g  sound  in the  backs of 
the ir  th roa ts ,  like cas tane ts .  R aven s  
twice the size of the  crow s s t ru t d ow n  
the stree t, s tepp ing aside for cars . T h e  
dogs sometimes run  up to th em  and  
ba rk in the ir  faces, and  the raven s ,  as 
big as the dogs, d o n ’t even move. B e ­
side th e  ravens , th e  crow s look l ike 
discarded vers ions o f  th e  final de s ign .  
People sometimes shoo t the dog s ,  fo r  no 
apparen t reason . N o t  lo n e  ago ,  a fam i ly  
let th e i r  dog  out a n d  someone sho t  it , 
and they  bough t a n o th e r  an d  som eone  
sho t th a t  one as it sa t on  th e i r  po rch .

’I ’he re  is no  bank , an d  no r e s t a u r a n t  
o r  bar o r  cafe; A n g o o n  is d ry . P eop le  
buy l iquor in Sitka o r  J u n e a u  and  b r in g  
it over in the t ru n k s  o f  the ir  ca rs  on th e  
ferry. T h e  s tree t th r o u g h  the  old p a r t  
of tow n  is one -w ay , but no ones k now s  
wh ich  way, because a vote ha s  neve r  
been taken to decide. O n  th e  side of 
a hill in the cen te r  of town are five 
totem poles.

T h e  beach is a fine, pow de ry  sand  
that is the co lo r  of old copper. D o g s  
and ravens and  gu l l s  and c row s  leave 
the ir  p r in ts  a long  the line of th e  t ide . 
People leave bicycles and  old t i re s  a n d  
ca r pa r ts  and deer h ides and  rubbe r  
gloves and shoes, one at a t im e , an d  
ben t-up  rusted pieces of meta l th a t  you  
can a lmost bu t not quite d iv in e  the  
purpose of. T h e  T l i n g i t  a t A n g o o n
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“G raham 's  Six G rapes  is p e rh a p s  the 
f inest V in tage C h a ra c te r  P o r t  p r o d u c e d  

! (Rain Wiegand, Master Somtnelicr)

“Grahan i ls  is th e  u n d i s p u t e d  s ta r  a n d  
k in g p in  o f  th e , l985  vintage."
(Robert Parker. The Wine Advocate)

“G ra h am ’s - a l o n e  a t  t h e t o p !1 
(Jim Turner, The Wine News):; ■

. Graham 's  Port . Perfec t fora&CTcdinner
.. .• .  •

^conversation .

liTijHirtnJ by Premium Port Wines MIS) 3il-/

used to t h r ow  th e i r  t ra sh  on th e  bench 
an d  let th e  t id e  take  it o u t— a hab i t  tha t 
has no t  m ade th em  popu la r  w i th  a rch e -  
o log ists . E v e ry  n ow  and  th en ,  the tide 
un cove rs  on e  o f  tlte old blue g lass  beads 
th a t  the R u s s ia n s  used in t rade  w i th  the 
T l i n g i t .

T h e  people I passed on  the unpaved 
s tree ts o r  in th e  aisles of the t o w n ’s only 
s to re  w e re  n e i t h e r  fr iend ly  n o r  u n ­
f r iend ly . S om e  w e re  cu r iou s  a t  see ing 
a n  ou ts ide r ,  som e  ac ted as if I were 
inv is ib le , som e responded w h en  I n o d ­
ded , o r  w aved  as they passed in th e ir  
cars . M o r e  t h a n  one pe rson , I noticed, 
w o re  a T - s h i r t  th a t  had  on  it the  name 
o f  the tow n  a n d  a phone t ic  inscr ip t ion  
in  a l a n g u a g e  I d id not recogn ize . 
B enea th  th e  in s c r ip t io n  was th e  da te  
O c to b e r  26 , 18S2. T h e  first person I 
asked wou ld  n o t  tell me w h a t  it said, 
an d  the  second  w o u ld n ’t, e i th e r .  T h e  
th i r d  s tud ied  m e ,  th en  looked away, 
th en  looked ba ck  and  said th a t  w h a t  it 
m ean t was “T h e  day  we suffered for 
th e  c r im e w e  d id  no t c om m i t .”

/-J -VH E  n am e  T l i n g i t  deno tes  a l a n ­

THE \F.W YORKER

g u a g e ,  n o t  a tr ibe . H is to r ica l ly ,  
fou r teen  tr ibes  th r o u g h o u t  sou thea s t  
A la sk a  spoke T l i n g i t .  T h e  one  tha t 
s e t t l e d  A n g o o n  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  
H o o tsnoow oo s ,  w h ich  m ean s  “g re a t  
den of b e a rs” a n d  w as  spelled a num ber  
o f  ways , in c lu d in g  “H oo ch in o o s” and  
“ K o o tz n a h o o s” and  “H o o tz n a h o o s .” 
T h e  T l i n g i t  occup ied  th e  coas t l in e  and  
th e  r iv e rb a nk s  a n d ,  to some ex te n t ,  th e  
forest a lo n g  a f iv e -hu nd red -m i le  s t r ip  
o f  land  r u n n i n g  from  Y a k u t a t  Bay, in 
the n o r th ,  to ju s t  be low the C an ad ia n  
bo rde r . T h e r e  w as  no  a l l ian ce  am ong  
th e  tr ibes an d  no  occasion on  w h ich  all 
fou r teen  ev e r  ac ted  to g e th e r .  A l l  c o n ­
sidered t h e i r  soc ie ty  to be d iv ided be­
tw een  tw o  l in eages ,  de s ign a ted  raven 
and eag le .  T h e  l in eages— w h a t  a n ­
th ropo log is ts  ca l l moie t ie s—  a re  d iv id ­
ed in to  c lan s .  I n  any  T l i n g i t  v i l lage  a re  
m embers  o f  a n um be r  o f  c lans , but no 
c lan  is r ep re s en ted  in a l l . In  A n g o o n  
today , on  th e  raven side a re  beaver, 
sockeye, d o g  sa lm on ,  rav en ,  an d  also, 
by m a i r i a g e ,  t e r n ,  f rog ,  hum pback ,  an d  
coho . O n  th e  eag le  side a re  kil ler 
w ha le ,  e ag le ,  s h a rk ,  b row n  bea r ,  wo lf, 
and ,  by m a r r i a g e ,  th u n d e rb i r d .  I t  is 
com m on  to p lace  the n am e  of the l i n ­
eage ah ead  o f  the  c la n ,  as in raven  
beaver, o r  to  p recede th e  n am e  of th e  
c lan  w i th  th e  n am e  of th e  tow n  th a t  it 
comes f rom , as  in A n g o o n  raven , o r  
K ake k i l le r  w h a le .

I n  past  t im es ,  c l a n s  c o n t ro l l e d  
g r o u n d s  for h u n t i n g  and  f ish ing and 
ow n e d  houses. In  add i t ion , they pos­
sessed a r t i fac ts  such as ha ts an d  masks 
a n d  robes and  dishes and  to tem s and 
c a rv in g s ,  and  also the  r ig h t s  to va r iou s  
leg end s ,  dances , an d  ce remon ie s  p e r ­
t a i n in g  to th e i r  b ackg round .  T h e  T l i n ­
g i t  p rac t ice was to fish and h u n t  on ly  
on  th e  g ro un d s  b e lo ng ing  to o n e ’s l i n ­
eage .  T o  en te r  the te r r i to ry  o f  the o th e r  
l in e a g e  requ ired pe rm iss ion . W h e n  the 
w h i t e  men a r r iv ed , they fished and 
h u n te d  anywhe re  th ey  w an ted  to. T h e  
cann e r ie s  sent th e i r  fleets w h e rev e r  the) 
t h o u g h t  th e re  were fish. T h e  T l i n g i t  
had  t roub le u n d e r s ta n d in g  h ow  a civi 
l iz a t io n  supposedly supe r io r  to the ir  
o w n  cou ld  be less hono rab le .

A  v il lage had no  fo rmal o r g a n i z a ­
t ion .  N o  c lan  held r ig h t s  above any  
o th e r ,  except w h a t  th e i r  w ea l th  an d  
p ow e r  a l lowed th em  to c la im , an d  th e re  
w e re  no  tr iba l ch ie fs— only  heads of 
c lan  houses. T h e  opposite l in eage  was 
responsib le to the o th e r  for bu ry in g  
its dead . In  r e tu rn ,  the  indeb ted c lan 
t h r ew  a feast, called a po t la tch ,  w h ich  
l o n g  ago  involved dances and  r i tua ls  
a n d  speeches and  g if ts ,  and became 
s om e th in g  m o re  edgy  and in tense a f te r  
l iquo r and w h i te  m e n ’s t r a d in g  goods 
became pa r t  o f  it. A  T l i n g i t  was a l ­
low ed  to m a r ry  a pe rson on ly  f rom  the 
oppos i te  l ineage . C la n s  today are d e ­
based from  th e i r  fo rm e r  au th o r i ty ,  but 
n e a r ly  all T l i n g i t  observe th is  p roh ib i ­
t ion .  I n  A n goon ,  k ids sometimes com ­
p la in  tha t all the a t t ra c t iv e  prospects 
b e lo ng  to th e i r  l ineage .

A m o n g  the c lans , the s ign if ican t l ine 
of descent was  no t th e  f a th e r ’s but the 
m o th e r ’s. A  ch ild  became a m em ber  of 
his  o r  her m o th e r ’s c lan . T h e  most 
im po r ta n t  m an  in the  life of a boy was 
h is  m o th e r ’s b ro th e r ,  to w hom  he was 
app ren t ic ed ,  a n d  whose  legacy he in ­
he r i te d .  A boy called his ances t ra l  
hor. j “ the land  of m y  unc le s .”

N O T  m u c h  is k n o w n  a b o u t  
A n g o o n  be fo re  th e  tw e n t i e th  

ce n tu ry ,  because no t m an y  w h i t e  people 
had  been there . A lso , most of th e  t ime 
w h e n  they we re ,  the tow n  w a s  d ru nk .  
O n e  m an  w h o  stopped th e re  in th e  
n in e te en th  c e n tu ry  w ro te  th a t  he w i t ­
nessed “a d ru nk en  revel of indesc r ib ­
ab le ab andon ,  d u r i n g  wh ich  naked  and  
h a l f -n a k ed  m en  and w om en  d rag g ed  
them se lves  abou t  th e  place .” A  t rav e l ­
l in g  m iss ionary  w ro te ,  “T u e s d a y  we 
reached  A n g o o n ,  th e  ch ie f t ow n  of th e

W h a t  A r e  P e o p l e  

S a y i n g A b o u t  

G R A H A M ’S  P O R T ?

“Th is  hou se  m ak e s  th e  b e s t  P o r t  in 
nea r ly  every Vintage? (Wine Spectator)
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Hoo tznahoos .  I t  is beau t i fu l ly  s i tua ted  
an d  has a popu la t ion  of fou r hund red  
an d  ten. But we did lot rem a in  lo n g  as 
the  who le  tow n  was d r u n k .” J o h n  
M u i r ,  th e  na tu ra l i s t ,  visited A n g o o n .  
H e  w ro te  tha t f rom  ha lf  a mile aw ay  he 
could h e a r  men and  w om en  s c re am in g  
a n d  ye ll ing  and b e l low ing  and  g r u n t ­
in g  and g ro a n in g .  H e  described the 
houses of the tow n  as a “c h a in  of 
a lcoho l ic  vo lcanoes ,” an d  said th a t  it 
w as the first t ime in h is  life he  had 
unde rs to od  the t e rm  “how l in g  d r u n k .” 
Peop le desc rib ing the effects of a lcoho l 
on  the Ind ian s  o f  A la sk a  o f ten  used the 
te rm  “whiskey h o w l .” A  who le  town 
d r u n k  was a “wh iskey  s to rm .”

T h e  word “ h o o ch” as a te rm  for 
l iquo r  is derived from th e  spe l l ing  
“ H o o c h i n o o .” T h e  H o o t s n o o w o o s  
w e re  ta u g h t  to m ake rum  by a n  A m e r i ­
c a n  so ld ie r named B row n ,  w h o  m a r r ied  
a w om an  from A n g o o n  and moved 
th e re  a round  1879, L iq uo r  had  been 
in t roduced  to the  T l i n g i t  by R uss ian  
conv ic ts  a round  1796; fur t r ad e rs  liked 
to use it as t rade  bait , because they 
no t ic ed  they cou ld  come to  be tte r te rm s 
w i t h  a d ru n k en  I n d i a n .  O n c e  th e  
Hoo tsnoowoos  had  lea rned  to m ak e  it, 
th ey  spurned l iquo r in t rade ; w h a t  the 
w h i t e  m an  o ffered w as  n o t  s t r o n g  
e n o u g h .  T h e  ing red ien ts  o f  hoo ch inoo  
w e re  sug a r ,  molasses, f lour, and  a n y ­
t h in g  else fe rm en tab le— m a in ly  rice,

k i l le r ,  w h ich  was a hundred  and  two 
p roo f  and  abou t two per cen t opium. 
P a in k i l l e r  was especially popu lar in 
K i l l i snoo . E m p ty  bottles of it could be 
found  all over its streets, and a g a un t  
old m an  there w ho  was addicted to it 
spent n ea r ly  all his t ime in a s tupo r  and 
w as  k n ow n  as Pa ink i l le r .  W h en e v e r  he 
was w i th o u t  it, he was said to be dying . 
I n d ia n s  despera te to be d ru n k  would 
also d r i n k  bay rum  and sometimes pe r ­
fume. Before th e  wh i te  man , Ind ian s  
d r a n k  on ly  w a te r .

po ta toes , and ra is ins . T h e  people of 
A n g o o n  would  c a r ry  g a l lo n s  of it in 
t h e i r  canoes to S itka and sell it u n d e r  
th e  name H oo tznoo . T h e  r e gu la t io n s  
p r e v en t in g  w h i te  m en  from 
se l l in g  l iquor to th e  In d ia n s  
w e re  put in place before 
the  In d ian s  lea rned  how  
to m ake it. N o th i n g  pre­
v e n t e d  a n  I n d i a n  f rom  
w a lk in g  in to a s to re  and 
b uy ing  the ing red ien ts  and 
m ak in g  it h imself .

H ooch  was co lo rless and 
smelled  bad, and , f rom  impa t ience , the 
In d ia n s  of ten d r a n k  it ho t f rom  the  
sti l l . T r a d i n g  posts had houses for the  
I n d i a n s  to stay in w h i le  th ey  did th e i r  
business. T h e  H oo tsnoow oos  of ten go t 
in t roub le  for b r in g in g  l iquo r to t rade ,  
o r  for m ov ing  in to  the houses and  
s e t t in g  up stills and k ick ing  off a d ru n k .  
T h e  w h i t e  people w ere  a f r a id  o f  
d ru n k e n  Ind ian s ,  hut co n t in u ed  to jell 
t h em  molasses. T h e y  also c o n t in u ed  to 
ban g iv in g  o r se l l ing  th em  l iquo r and  
to profit f rom  o f fe r in g  a l te rn a t ives .  
O n e  w as  a pa ten t m ed ic in e  ca l led P a i n -

W H E N  a T l i n g i t  was  about to die, 
he  wou ld  sometimes say, “T h i s  
hou se  is b e g in n in g  to fill w i th  sp ir ­

its, T h e y  are w a i t in g  for m e .” T h e  
T l i n g i t  believed th a t  to u ch ing  a corpse 
w as  d a nge rou s ,  so when  they felt th a t  a 
sick pe rson was d r aw in g  n e a r  deatli 
th ey  w ou ld  ba the and dress the person 
in h is  o r  h e r  best clothes. A  corpse was 
removed  from a house by means of a 
doo r  cu t  usual ly in to the side of the 
hou se  a n d  sometimes in to  the back, or 
t h r o u g h  a hole made in the side by 
r em ov in g  a p lank . A  body could never 
be taken  t h ro u g h  the f ron t doo r ,  be­
cause it was felt th a t  the dread mystery 
of d ea th  wou ld  th en  be on the t h r e s h ­
o ld . A f t e r  the body, a dead dog was 
t h r o w n  th r o u g h  the open ing ,  an d  th en  
some sand  and some ashes. T h e  doo r 
w a s  sealed o r  the p lank  put back in 
place to keep the spir i t of dea th  from  
f ind ing  its way in. T h e  purpose o f  the 
s a nd  w a s  to make a path for the soul on 
h i s  w ay  to the land  of th e  dead. T h e  

purpose of the ashes I  wish 
I knew . T h e  dog had  sev­
eral purposes, each ap p a r ­
en tly  local. I n  some places, 
it was t h o u g h t  th a t  the dog  
confused the gho s t believed 
to be w a i t in g  outs ide to c a r ­
ry the soul to the land of th e  
dead and  kept the g ho s t  
from h a rm in g  anyone l iv ­

in g ;  in o th e rs ,  th a t  the sp ir i t  of d e a th  
wou ld  inh ab i t  the dog  and  no t be able 
to r e tu r n  to the house , and  tha t if no 
d o g  was taken  someone else wou ld  be. 
I n  o th e rs ,  the  dog  was mean t to p ro tec t 
the  dead m an  as he made his way a lo n g  
the  t ra i l  to the after life . In  o th e rs ,  it 
w a s  t h o u g h t  th a t  th e  spirit of dea th  had 
com e to inhab i t  the dog and  it m u s t  
th e re fo re  be t h row n  out o f  the house , 
and  in o th e rs  th a t  it wou ld  take w i th  it 
all t race s  of the disease.

T h e  bodies of the dead w e re  covered 
w i th  b lanke ts  and burned on  pyres of
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ceda r  o r  sp ruce .  Sometimes, w hen  a 
m u rd e r e r  had  been slain by th e  fam ily  
o f  th e  v ic t im  th e  two bodies wou ld  be 
bu rn ed  u n d e r  the  same b lanket . C r e m a ­
t ion w a s  essen tia l to the T l i n g i t .  O n e  
of th e  ways th a t  they im ag ined  the  
af te r l i f e  was as a place w a rm ed  by a 
fire. T h o s e  w h o  had been c rem a ted  
w e re  ab le to s tand  close to the fire, an d  
those w h o  had n o t— w ho  had d row n ed ,  
fo r  ex am p le ,  a n d  whose  bodies had n o t  
been r e co v e red— had to s tand beh ind 
th e  o th e r s  a n d  were a lways co ld . T h i s  
belief m ad e  it difficult for th e  T l i n g i t  
to accep t th e  idea of C h r i s t i a n  bu r ia l .  
Sa t i s fac t ion  w a s  w h a t  early m is s io n a r ­
ies to A la sk a  s aw  on the faces of th e  
people th ey  lec tu red  on  the subjec t of 
th e  fires o f  He l l .  N o t un t i l  th ey  began  
to describe H e l l  as cold and fo rb idd in g  
d id th ey  g e t  th e  response they hoped 
for .

E v en tu a l ly ,  the T l i n g i t  began  to a s ­
sum e som e ideas of the C h r i s t i a n  a f t e r ­
life. T h e  T l i n g i t  te rm  for th e i r  ve rs ion 
o f Hell w as  “do. h e av en .” I t  was  
be tw een  th e  e a r th  and the place in  th e  
sky w h e re  the  n o r th e r n  l igh ts  appear . 
I t  was  w h e r e  the  dog sp ir i ts  w en t ,  as 
well as su ic ides and m u rd e re r s  a n d  
w i tches .

F o r  th e  fun e ra l ,  the T l i n g i t  w ou ld  
e n g a g e  p ro fess iona l m ou rn e r s ,  w om en  
w h o  wou ld  pai it th e i r  faces b lack and  
s i t beside th e  body and cry. A m o u r n e r ’s 
first t e a r  w ou ld  ru n  s t ra ig h t  d ow n  h e r  
cheek , m a k in g  a  track . T h e n  siie wou ld  
tu r n  h e r  head at an ang le ,  so th a t  the  
n e x t  t e a r  also m ade a t rack . M o u r n e r s  
w e re  paid by th e  n um be r  of t r ack s  they 
cou ld  sh ow .

I t  w'as T l i n g i t  cu stom  to b u rn  on  his 
pyre some of a m a n ’s possessions th a t  
he m ig h t  find useful in the a f te r l i fe . 
F o r  a w h i l e  a f te r  th e  T l i n g i t  first 
accep ted  C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  they con t in u ed  
to do  th is ,  excep t th a t  instead o f  b u r n ­
in g  th e  goods  they  left th em  s i t t in g  on 
top  of th e  g rav e .  O n e  m an  put a  m a t ­
tress on  a m a n ’s g rave , a n o th e r  a  s ew ­
ing  m ac h in e ,  and  an o th e r  a r e co rd -  
p layer , a n d  all of the possessions s tayed 
th e r e  v n t i l  th ey  had absorbed all the 
w e a th e r  th ey  cou ld ,  and th en  fell ap a r t .

T H E  T l i n g i t  believed th a t  ep id em ­
ics w e re  caused by sp ir i ts  w ho  
a r r iv ed  in sa i l in g  ships o r  s teamboa ts  

o r  sa i lboa ts  o r  canoes . T h e  boa ts were 
ca l led  the  boa ts of s ickness, and on ly  
s h am a n s  cou ld  see th em . A s  people 
d ied ,  th ey  g o t  in to  the boats, and  w h en  
th e  ep id em ic  had run  its course the
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hold b u r n in g  objects in 
th e i r  h a nd s  and not be 
h a rm e d ,  a n d  to pu t 
th em  in th e i r  mou ths 
and  take  th em  out and 
all t h a t  wou ld  happen 
w as  t h a t  the ir  tongues 
w o u ld  sm oke .  Some 
cou ld  b r in g  the dead 
back to life. A ll were 
be lieved to have the 
ab il i ty  to pred ic t the ir  
ow n  de a th s ,  to discover 
w i tche s  an d  undo their 
spells , an d  to call up 
d em on s  to a t ta ck  any ­
one w h o  opposed them , 
w h ic h  m ade o th e r  I n ­
d ia n s  scared  of them .

I n  appea ran ce ,  the 
m a in  d i f fe rences  be­
tw een  a s h am an  and 
any  o th e r  T l i n g i t  was 
t h a t  th e  s h am an  never 
w a sh ed  and never cut 
his h a i r .  T o  keep the 
h a i r  o u t  o f  his face, he 
u sed sp ruce  sap, wh ich  
m ad e  th e  h a ir  ha rd  and 
stiff an d  caused it to

boa ts  left. L ike  the Ind ian s  of the to bis g r a v e .  U sua l ly ,  a s h am an  was m ake a sound w h e n  he moved like 
p la in s ,  th e  T l i n g i t  were subject to dis- bu r ied  s i t t in g  a n d  fac ing the w a te r ,  on xvooden balls h i t t in g  each  o the r ,  
eases th a t  were b ro ug h t  to them  by a h e a d la n d ,  o r  in a cave, o r  on a cliff. M o s t  of the t ime , w h e n  a T l i n g i t  fell 
E u ro p e a n s  and  for wh ich  they had no I n d ia n s  p a ss ing  wou ld  th row  some to- s ick he believed t h a t  th e  sickness was 
n a tu r a l  de fenses . T u b e r c u lo s i s  w as  bacco o r  fish oil o r  some dried sa lm on  th e  r e su l t  o f  a spell ca s t  by a w itch . T h e  
som e t im es  cal led the  w h i te  m an 's  d is -  in to  the  w a t e r ,  s ay ing  as they  did so T l i n g i t  believed t h a t  w i tches ,  for con- 
ease o r  the  G r e a t  W h i t e  P lague . S ca r -  s om e th in g  l ike “ L e t  me have lu ck” or ven ience , could become a n im a l s— espe- 
le t feve r,  sma l lpox , measles, and syphi- “D o n ’t le t m e d i e ” or “D o n ’t let the d a l l y  c ranes , porpo ises, sea lions, and 
lis c am e  f rom  the Russians . Span ia rd s  w in d  b low  too s t ro ng ly  on my boa t .” ow ls. A  dog  b a rk in g  tow a rd  a g rave- 
t r a v e l l in g  n o r th  from  M ex ico  in 1775 A n y o n e  w h o  cam e close en ough  to the  yard was believed to  be w a r n i n g  th a t  a 
a lso b r o u g h t  smallpox , and A m e r ic an  s h o re  w o u ld  leave his offer ing the re ,  w i tc h  was about.  T h e  T l i n g i t  also 
fu r  t r a d e rs  and  wo rke rs  for the A m e r i -  T h e  T l i n g i t  believed tha t a person believed th a t  w i tc h e s  cou ld  fly. T h e i r  
can  T e l e g r a p h i c  Exped i t ion , in 1S66, co u ld  pick up  a sickness by ge t t in g  too favo ri te  place to fly to , a f te r  the a r r iva l 
also b r o u g h t  syphilis . In  add it ion , th e re  c lose to a s h a m a n ’s g rav e  o r  by b a n -  of the  m iss ionar ies , w a s  th e  cemetery , 
w e re  ep idem ics of typhoid in 1819, d l i n g  a n y t h i n g  th a t  belonged to a dead w h e re  they  wou ld  d ig  up g raves  and use 
1S4S, a n d  1855. A n  epidemic of sm a l l -  s h am a n .  A m e r i c a n  tour is ts  often ra ided ce r ta in  rema in s  fo r  w i tc h c ra f t .  T h e  
pox in 1S36 killed ha lf the T l i n g i t .  s h am a n s ’ g r a v e s  and  took w ith th em  mos t com m on  w ay  to  bew itch  a pe rson 
M a n y  o f its su rv ivo rs  lost fa i th  in th e i r  w h a te v e r  th ey  w an te d ,  and the In d ia n s  was by t a k in g  some of his fingerna ils  or 
s h am an s ,  w h o  could do  n o th in g  ag a in s t  c o u ld n ’t believe th a t  they d id n ’t fall h a i r  o r  a piece of h is  c lo th in g  o r  some 
th e  d isease , an d  tu rned  to th e  doc tors a t  d ow n  and  d ie . sa l iva and  p lac ing  it in s ide the corpse
S itka .n s te ad ,  and  tha t changed  som i N o t  a l l  s h am a n s  had the same pow -  of a person o r a dog ; as th e  corpse 
t h in g  fo reve r .  Y aku ta t ,  the T l i n g i t  e rs , but m os t  w e re  believed to he able to ro t ted ,  so wou ld  th e  v ic t im . By means 
v i l lag e  fa r th e s t  to the n o r th ,  escaped invoke sp i r i t s  w h o  could help th em  of spells cast over a p e r s o n ’s h a ir ,  a 
th a t  ep id em ic ,  and fo r  th a t  the local m ak e  p red ic t io n s ,  o r  protec t w a r r io r s ,  w i tc h  could also cause h im  to go  blind; 
s h am a n  took cred it . o r  in f luence th e  fo r tunes  of a hun t o r  a by h e x in g  his f inge rn a i l s ,  the w i tc h

S h am an s  were not crem ated , because f ish ing  t r ip ,  o r  c h an g e  the wea the r ,  cou ld  cause the p e r s o n ’s h and  to lic­
it w a s  believed that th e i r  bodies wou ld  O n e  was f am ou s  for h av ing  survived a com e para lyzed ; an d  by w i t c h in g  his 
no t b u rn ,  T h e  first n ig h t  of a s h am a n ’s d r o w n in g .  A w a r  pa r ty  usually took a sa l iva  th e  w itch  cou ld  cause h im  to spit 
d e a th ,  lie was left ly in g  in the  co rn e r  of s h am a n  w i th  it . T h e  sh am an  would  lie h im se lf to dea th ,  
the hou se  closest to w he re  he was w h en  u n d e r  a robe in  th e  bottom of the canoe W h e n  a person w an ted  to employ a 
he d i e d .  E a c h  of th e  n e x t  t h r e e  an d  go  in to  a t r a n c e  in o rde r  to repo r t sh am an ,  he wou ld  m ak e  a pile of robes 
n ig h t s ,  he  was moved to an o th e r  co r -  w h e re  the  e n em y  was and how m any  and  furs and  food on  his floor and send 
ne r ,  a n d  on  th e  flfth day he was taken th e r e  we re .  Som e sham ans  were able to fo r  the s h am an .  I f  th e  reason for the
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<(If something is bothering you about our relationship} 
Lorraine, ichy don't you Just spell it out."
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C la s s i c  S te a k s  o f  O m a h a  '' 
W i s h e s  You a n d  You rs  

T h e  H a p p i e s t  o f  H o l i d a y s ^

hand  the w ire s  a t ta ch ed  to its poles, a n d  N ik o la i ,  w h o  is e igh teen  months . 
T h e  force o f  th e  sho ck  wou ld  cause th e  M a t t h e w  is a bea r  and  J ack ie  is a 
s h am a n  to s c r e am  and  his body to c o h o .  M a t t h e w ’s T l i n g i t  n am e  is 
convu lse ,  and  a f te r  th a t  sh av in g  his Y a an u s tu k .  H e  was told by an  uncle 
head and  e x t r a c t i n g  the promise to t h a t  h is I n d ia n  n am e has to do with 
re t i re  w e re  p re t ty  m uch  fo rmali t ies , bu t t h u n d e r  and  l i g h tn in g  and  comes from 
G la s s  did th em  anyw ay .  the  T h u n d e r b i r d  house , hut th a t  is all

T h e  last fu l l -b looded  T l i n g i t  s h a -  he  was told and  he w ishes he  knew 
m an  was a w om an ,  w ho  practiced a t m o re .  Kookesh  desc ribes an  act ion 
least un t i l  1934, in  A n g o o n .  m ad e  by the f inn ing  ta i ls  o f  sa lmon over

t h e i r  nests.

T H E  pe rson  I  spen t the most t im e M a t t h e w  has fo u r  b ro th e r s  and four 
w i th  in A n g o o n  w as  M a t t h ew  sisters . O n e  s is te r is in S i tka , and  one is 
K ookesh .  M o s t  T l i n g i t  have s imple , in Sea tt le ; the rest of his b ro th e rs  and 

E n g l i s h - s o u n d in g  su rn am es ,  such as s is te rs  live in A n goo n .  H e  has  no uncles 
F r e d ,  J a ck ,  J im ,  N e lso n ,  a n d  F r a n k ,  in tow n ,  and  th a t  is difficult for him , 
Some w e re  g iv e n  to th e i r  ances tors  by because T l i n g i t  society is sti ll nearly 
m is s ionar ie s  a n d  some by t imekeepers  e n o u g h  in tac t  so th a t  a m an  w i th o u t  an 
a t the c a n n e r ie s  w h o  were unable to unc le  is de tached  f rom  his  cu ltu re , 
spell th e  m o re  complica ted  T l i n g i t  M a t t  is keen ly in te res ted  in k now ing  
names ,  and  some a re  the resu lt of the  th e  m y th s  an d  legends  and  ceremonies 
s h o r t e n in g  of a n ic k n am e  g iven by a of th e  past, and feels h is sepa ra t ion 
w h i t e  pe rson , such  as W h i t e  W a t e r  f rom  th em  as a d ep r iv a t ion .  T l i n g i t  is 
J a ck .  M a t t h e w ’s is one o f  the few  n o t  a w r i t t en  l a n g u ag e ,  so T l i n g i t  
u n re con s t ru c te d  T l i n g i t  su rnam es  in c u l tu re  is a m em ory  cu ltu re .  O n ce  cu l- 
tow n .  T h e  reason  fo r  th is , he believes, tu res  o f  th is  k ind in te rsec t w i th  wh ite  
is th a t  T l i n g i t  n am es  b eg in n in g  w i th  cu l tu re s ,  ch i ld ren  raised in memory 
“ K ” — “ K a n o s h , ”  “ K i t k n , ” a n d  cu l tu re s  lea rn  abou t  th e i r  past from 
“K lu s h k a n ” a r e  o t h e r s— were easy th e i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  w ho  m ind  them 
e n o u gh  for w h i te  people to p ronounce  w h i le  th e  pa ren ts  a re  w o rk in g .  O n ce  
and so we re  lef t a lone . M a t t h ew  is on ly  g r o w n ,  the  c h i ld ren  go  o u t  in to the 
h a l f  T l i n g i t .  H is  m o th e r  is M ex ic an ,  w h i t e  w o r ld  to m ake a l iv in g ,  and  often 
H is  f a th e r  m e t  h e r  w h en  he was sent to  a re  d isappo in ted  and  r e tu rn  to the el­
an  I n d ia n  hosp i ta l  in N ew  M ex ico  to de rs  w a n t i n g  to k n ow  m o re  abou t how 
re cove r  f rom  tube rcu lo s is .  He had  th ey  l ived . In  A n g o o n ,  th e  younge r  
s igned  on  to jo in  an  exped i t ion  to th e  people in th is posi t ion feel th a t  the
Sou th  Po le an d  w as  g e t t i n g  
his physica l w h e n  the  tu ­
bercu los is  w as  d iagnosed . 
H e  and  his w ife  l ived  in 
M ex ic o  fo r  a w h i le ,  then  
c am e to  live in A n g o o n  in 
th e  th i r t ie s ,  t h e n  left A n ­
goo n  tw ic e  a n d  cam e ba rk  
bo th  times . H is  m o th e r  was 
adop ted  hv th e  bear c lan . 
H is  f a th e r  is d e ad ,  bu t  his 
m o th e r  sti l l l ives in tow n .  
She tells M a t t h e w  th a t  he 
spoke Span ish  as a ch ild ,  
but he  d o e sn ’t r em em be r  it. 
M a t th ew  is final] and s l ieh t- J.OlMr

elders a re  sometim es pos­
sessive ab ou t  w h a t  they 
know , because the  a i r  of 
secrecy gives th em  power. 
A lso ,  th e re  is the  difficulty 
th a t  no  one u n d e r  forty 
in A n goo n  speaks T ling it ,  
t h o u g h  some can  u nd e r ­
s tand it. F o r  conversa t ions  
of any s ign if icance , the el­
d e rs  use t h e i r  ow n  l a n ­
guage .  Sometimes , in re fe r­
r in g  to the past th ey  use the 
ph ra se  “ the  canoe  days .” 

M a t t h e w  and  J a ck ie  live 
in th e  old p a r t  of th e  town ,

ly b ow legg ed ,  T l i n g i t  style, and is in a house th a t  they bou gh t  for fifteen
solid ly bu il t .  H is  h a i r  is black hut not 
as s t r a i g h t  as a pu re -b lood  T l i n g i t ’s 
h a i r ,  an d  it is beg inn*" '■ recede. H e  
has a h ig h  fo re h e ad ,  } nose and
d a rk  eyes, an d  a heavy beard , w h ich  he  
shaves in f r e q u en t ly ,  a n d  wh ich  gives 
h im  a p i ra t ic a l  l o r k .  H e  lives w i th  his

t h o u s a n d  do l la r s  a n d  have  all hut 
r e b u i l t .  T h e  w a l l s  d o w n s t a i r s  are  
w a in sco t in g  taken  from  the supe r in ­
t e n d e n t ’s hou se  a t  an  o ld  sa lm on  
c a n n e ry  out at H ood  Bay, ten miles 
f rom  A n g o o n .  F o r  years ,  people had 
t r i e d  to  r em ov e  it, w i t h  n o  luck ,

wife , J a ck ie ,  w h o  is T l i n g i t  and  g r ew  and  th en  J a ck ie  f igured o u t  th a t ,  be- 
up in  J u n e a u ,  a n d  th e i r  ch i ld ren ,  N ad ja  cause o f  the to n g u e - a n d -g ro o v e  con- 
an d  M a t t h e w ,  w h o  a re  teen -age rs ,  s t ru c t io n ,  it h ad  to be taken  o tf  th e  wall
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a board  at a t im e  from  the  top, not the f ish ing  in th e  C h i lk a t  and  C h i lkoo t  the only t im e they  could pay w as  w h en  
bo t tom . T w o  p ic tu re  w indow s at the R iv e r  d ra in a g e s  on  the m a in lan d ,  one an  unem p loym en t check a r r iv ed ,  a n d  I 
f ron t  of th e  house f ram e the inlet, ab ou t  sa lm on  f ish ing in a salt lake in d id n ’t like be ing a bill co l l e c to r .” 
D u ck s  spin d ow n  the tide r ips like bath the in te r io r  of the is land , and  one abou t M a t t h ew  and  J ack ie  were m a r r ie d  
toys. T h e  su n  rises in f ron t  of the house lo g g in g  and  how  it has affected w ild l ife wh ile  he w as  r u n n in g  th e  oil s ta t ion ,  
and  sets b eh ind  it. T e n  thou sand  dol- in sou thea s t  A la sk a .  T h e  rest of the and  then he left and  w en t  to w o rk  on 
la rs  fo r  th e  d ow n  paym en t came from yea r ,  M a t t  fishes com m erc ia l ly  for h a l-  the p ipe line for two years . A f t e r  tha t ,  
se l l in g  a t r a i l e r  th ey  were liv ing  in over ibut and  k ing  s a lm on ,  and  hun ts .  He they w en t  sou th ,  to th e  s ta te  o f  W a s h -  
in S itka w h i l e  they a t tended  Sheldon also gu ides  spo r t  f ishermen. I n  the w in -  ing ton ,  to go  to co llege a t  W e s te r n  
J a c k so n  J u n i o r  C o l lege ,  and  the rest of te r ,  he w a lk s  the beaches on  a m inu s  W a s h in g to n  Un ive rs i ty ,  and th en  they 
the m oney  M a t t  m ade on the pipeline tide , t u r n in g  ove r rocks and pee r ing  came back to A ngoon .  
and  f rom  f ish ing . T h e  house is not a in to  crev ices fo r o c topus— w ha t  the M a t t  k now s  th e  d a u g h t e r  of th e  last 
c lan  house , bu t n ow  th a t  it is in such T l i n g i t  ca lled dev ilf ish— to use as bait shaman in A ngoon .  Severa l yea rs  ago , 
fine shape people have t r ied  to cla im fo r  h a lib u t w h en  th e  season arr ives . w h en  he had  his first f ish ing  boa t , 
t h a t  i t is, in th e  hope of g e t t in g  it out of M a t t  w as  bo rn  in J u n e a u ,  in 1950. someone to ld he r  th a t  he had fa l len  off 
M a t t  and  J a c k i e ’s h and s ,  o r  g e t t in g  I n  those days, A n g o o n  had no h igh it. She cam e to h im  to tell h im  th a t  
some m on ey  fo r  it. schoo l , so ch i ld re n  were requ ired to there w e re  ce r ta in  th in g s  he  m us t do  to

F r o m  O c to b e r  to M ay ,  M a t th ew  a t te nd  the  one in W ra n g e l l ;  they wou ld  protec t h im se lf ag a in s t  th is ,  and  even 
w o rk s  for th e  A la sk a  D ep a r tm en t  of boa rd  the re  for th e  year, and come thou gh  it tu rned  o u t  th a t  he h a d n ’t 
F i s h  an d  G a m e ,  in th e  subsistence d i -  hom e on ly  in the s um m er .  A f te r  h ig h  fallen off, he g a th e red  dev i l ’s c lub and  
v is ion . I n  A la sk a ,  “subs is tence” is the schoo l ,  he w en t  in to  the  N a v y  and  was a few o th e r  ing red ien ts  and  boiled th em  
W'ord used to describe the practice of s ta t io n ed  in H aw a i i .  A ro u n d  196S, his to g e th e r  an d  used th e  po t io n  to w a sh  
h u n t i n g  a n d  f ish ing for o n e ’s food. He f a th e r  began  the oil s ta t ion  in t ow n—  dow n the hu ll ,  
ha s  a n  office in a bu i ld ing  shaped like a th e  business th a t  supplied h e a t in g  oil
cross an d  s t a n d in g  on  top of th e  hill in an d  gaso l in e  to A n g o o n .  W h e n  his T S P E N T  en ough  t ime in A n g o o n  
th e  c e n te r  o f  tow n .  A  small p laque over f a th e r  died, a few ye a rs  la te r ,  M a t t  go t th a t  I became fam i l ia r  to most peo- 
h is  d oo r  says  “S u b s i s t e n c e . ” H is  an  hono rab le  d i s ch a rg e  and came back pie th e r e— main ly  because I w a lked  
n am e ,  am o n g  o th e rs ,  is on  fou r  t e c h i i -  to r u n  it. He did th a t  fo r  two yea r -  an d  ev e rywhere  I w en t ,  an d  th ey  s aw  me 
cal papers the  d e p a r tm en t  has published th en  sold the business . “ I t  was h a r d ,” from  th e i r  w indow s o r  passed me in 
— one ab ou t crabs , one abou t sa lmon he says. “Peop le d i d n ’t have jobs , and th e i r  ca rs , o r  I ta lked to th em  o r  s aw
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th em  at a baske tball g am e  o r  a food 
sale o r  a t  the s to re  o r  the schoo l or 
the  h a rb o r  o r  the  ch u rch .  People w ho  
w ou ld  probably r ecogn ize  my n am e or 
k now  m e  by s igh t :

— Jo e  E v an s ,  a lo gg e r .  He and  his 
w ife live a few doo rs  f rom  M a t t ,  and I 
met h im  one m o rn in g  w h e n  I h ad  been 
to see M a t t  and he w a sn ’t hom e , and I 
s aw  Jo e  s t a n d in g  by the side of th e  road 
look ing  o u t  at an  eag le  on  a rock in the 
in le t . I h a d  no ticed h im  on occasion 
w h en  he  was w a lk in g  to the boa t h a r ­
bor , and  had  wonde red  
w h o  he w a s ,  because 
t h e r e  w e r e n ’ t m a n y  
w h i t e  p eop le  a r o u n d .
He inv i ted  me in to  his 
hou se ,  a n d  I  m e t  his 
w ife ,  w h o  is T l i n g i t ,  
and  we d r a n k  coffee. Joe  
sa t on th e  floor w i th  his 
shoes off, and  h is  wife 
sa t on  a couch  ag a in s t  a 
p ic tu re  w in d ow  f r am ing  
th e  house across th e  s tree t an d  th e  inlet 
b eh ind  it. T h e  television was on , and  it 
was d a rk  e n o u g h  in th e  room  so tha t 
the  p a r t  of the couch  in  f ron t  of the 
T V  w as  a d if fe ren t co lo r f rom  the  rest. 
J o  said th a t  abou t twen ty - f ive years 
ag o  he h ad  served as ch ie f  of police in 
K ak e ,  a T l i n g i t  tow n ,  n o t  because he 
had  any  in te re s t  in  be ing a policeman 
bu t because he w as  l o g g in g  th en , too, 
and  was in terrific shape and  cou ld  beat 
up everyone in tow n .  A t th e  time, there 
was no su ch  th in g  as a s ea rch  w a r ra n t ,  
he said , and  it was im po r ta n t  to be 
to ug h .  H e  said t h a t  he rea l ly  c o u ld n ’t 
s tand  it d ow n  s o u t h — m ean in g  in the 
s ta te  of W a s h i n g t o n — because a f te r  he 
h ad  been th e re  fo r  a wh i le  all the roads 
an d  houses and traffic and  people began 
to feel as if they  w e re  c lo s ing  in on  him . 
W h a t  he  likes in  A laska is th a t  if he 
decides to  sett le an  a r g um en t  w i th  his 
fists he  w o n ’t end up in ja i l .  He said 
th a t  h is c u r r e n t  p lan s  were fo r  h im  and 
his w ife to sail t h e i r  boat to places they 
had  neve r  been, a n d  live off c lam s and 
fish, a n d  th en  come back to A ngoon  
and  build  a V ic to r ian  house ou t  at 
K il l isnoo . H e  had  g row n  so tired of 
l iv ing  in th e  small I n d ia n  houses and 
in l o g g in g  c a r .p s  and  on sa i lboa ts tha t 
al l he  w an ted  w as  to live in a house 
w i th  e n o u g h  room  so t h a t  he could 
have a c o rn e r  w i th  n o th in g  in it bu t a 
table w i th  a flower in a vase.

— G eo rg e  P au l ,  w ho  w as  knock ing  
d ow n  th e  r em a in s  of a b u rn e d -u p  house 
on th e  rocks a lo n g  th e  in le t ju s t  below

M a t t ’s house and  th r ow in g  th e  wood 
on to  a fire on the beach . T h e  house , 
wh ich  he had g r ow n  up in , had burned 
ea rl ie r in the w in te r ,  a n d  each day he 
was com ing  dow n to th e  w a te r  and 
bu i ld ing  a fire and  b an g in g  d ow n  wha t  
was lef t of the wa l ls  and the founda t ion  
and the beams an d  the  floor, a n d  b u rn ­
ing th em  up to c lea r  ou t the site. Y ou  
could h e a r  his h am m e r  at w o rk  f rom  a 
long  way off; th e re  w e re  times w h en  it 
was the  on ly  sound  in tow n .  T h e  smoke 
from the fire d r i f ted  over the roof tops 

a n d  jo ined the smoke 
f rom  the ch im neys of 
the  houses still s t a n d ­
in g .  A t  n ig h t ,  th e  fire 
was  g low in g  embers  in 
th e  d a rk n e s s  o n  th e  
rocks. W h e n  the  wo rk  
w as  done , Pau l wou ld  
jo in  his w ife in B a r ­
row , on  the n o r th e r n  
coas t of A la sk a ,  w h e re  
she  had g o t  a jo b  w r i t ­

in g  g r a n t s  for th e  city. Someone had 
offered h im  a lot of money  for th e  land , 
but he had tu rn ed  it d ow n . Elis in t e n ­
t ion was to stay tw o  years in B a r row  
and make enough  money  to r e tu r n  to 
A n go on  and  rebu ild . He a l ready  had 
h is plans d raw n  up. T h e  new  house 
wou ld  be more subs tan t ia l .  T h e  old one 
had been floated over from  K i l l isnoo , 
and  th a t  accoun ted  for its p lacemen t 
beside the w a te r .  T h e  c l ima te in B a r ­
row  is fo rb idd ing ,  and  he w a s n ’t look­
ing  fo rw a rd  to g o in g  there , bu t the 
money his wife was be ing paid and 
th e  possibilities fo r  h im  made it diffi­
cu lt  to tu rn  the  oppo r tu n i ty  d ow n .  In  
A n goon ,  he had a tow n  job d r iv in g  
heavy equ ipmen t and  g r a d in g  th e  road , 
but it was  seasona l w o rk , and in the 
w in te r  he d rew  unemp loym en t .  YVhat 
he hoped to do w h en  he go t back was 
buy a boat and  ge t in to the g i l l - n e t  
fishery up in Ha ines . He po in ted  his 
h am m e r  across the  inlet to a small 
rocky p i e u  " f  the sho re  w he re  he had 
seen a bear w a lk in g  in th e  fall. I n  the 
ca lm  w a te r  on th e  o th e r  side of V : n i g e  
Rock , he said, his fa the r  wou ld  c a t u i  
sa lmon on the c h a n g e  of th e  tide. K i l l e r  
whales , seals, an d  sea l ions chased h e r ­
r in g  up the in le t  on  th e  tide. O t t e r s  slid 
d ow n  the fa r  bank . H e  said, “See those 
b irds : T h e y ’re he re all y e a r  r o u n d .” I 
asked w h a t  they were ,  and  he sa id ,  “ I 
d o n ’t know . Some kind o f duck . I d o n ’t 
k n ow  w h a t  they a r e— w e ’re so used to 
th em  we d o n ’t k n ow  th e i r  n am e s .” W e  
spoke on the day of his last fire. A  few
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days la te r ,  I w a s  w a lk in g  a r o u n d  town 
an d  I s aw  h im  come ou t  th e  d oo r  of a 
house and  lock it and  w a lk  to his car , 
in the d r iv ew ay ,  an d  t h r o w  a ta rp  over 
it, th en  g e t  in to  a t ru ck  be in g  d r iv en  by 
a f r iend ,  w h o  w as  t a k in g  h im  to the 
fe r ry  t e rm in a l  to ca tch  th e  boa t ou t .

— M a t s u  Sa tn a to ,  w h o  took  me to see 
th e  r em a in s  o f  the c a n n e ry  a t  Hood 
Bay . H is  an ces to rs  w e re  J a p a n e s e  and 
T l i n g i t ,  an d  he and  M a t t  g r ew  up 
t o g e t h e r .  M a t t ’s be st f r i e n d  w a s  
M a t s u ’s b ro th e r  Billy , w h o  w a s  killed 
in  a f igh t in a b a r  in a S o u th e rn  por t  
tow n  w h i le  s e rv in g  in th e  N avy .  M a t s u  
an d  his th r e e  b ro th e r s  a n d  five sisters 
an d  th e i r  m o th e r  and  f a th e r  h ad  lived 
a t  th e  c a n n e ry  d u r i n g  th e  s um m e r  a f te r 
i t  b u rn e d ,  w h i l e  th e  com p an y  w a s  ship 
p in g  ou t  w h a t  rem a in ed  o f  th e  m a c h in ­
e ry  and  fish traps .

I t  w a s  J a n u a r y  and  co ld ,  and  M a t s u  
had  ju s t  p u t  up a cover , l ike a l i t t le  pilot 
house , on  the  deck of his B os ton  w h a l ­
er .  H e  had  to do  th a t ,  he sa id ,  o r  no one 
w o u ld  g o  o u t  w i th  h im  an ym o re ,  be­
cause o f  la ck  o f  p ro te c t io n  f rom  the 
co ld  and  th e  w in d .  W h a t  g e ts  co ld first 
in a boa t is y o u r  feet; M a t s u  touched 
on ly  the  ou ts ide  o f  the  sole o f  one of his 
boots to th e  deck and  pu t th e  o th e r  on 
top of it , an d  I  cop ied h im . W e  left the 
in le t ,  tu rn e d  a ro u n d  th e  po in t ,  and 
came back past th e  cem e te ry  an d  a long  
th e  ou ts ide of tow n . W h a t  I th o u g h t  
w as  a reef in th e  d is tance  c am e closer 
a n d  tu rn ed  o u t  to  be a schoo l of po r ­
poises, w h ic h  to rpedoed  th e i r  long , 
d a rk ,  b lu r r ed  shapes u n d e r  us an d  th en  
a lo n g s id e  us fo r  a wh i le .  M a t s u  said 
th ey  w e re  n a tu r a l ly  cu r iou s  an d  a lw ays 
checked  on  boa ts  h e ad in g  in to  th e  bay. 
O n  the  s h o re  w e re  a h o r iz o n ta l  l ine of 
b row n ,  th e  sand  on  the  beach ; a l ine  of 
w h i t e  above it, the snow ; and  a wall 
of g re e n ,  th e  fores t . T h e r e  was snow  
and  ice on  th e  bow of the boa t .

I n  H ood  Bay w e re  th e  rem a in s  of 
e ig h te en  cab in s  a lo n g  th e  w a te r  and , 
w h e r e  th e  c a n n e ry  had  s tood , a ro t t in g  
b a rg e  and  some p i l ing s  w i th  c lam s and 
musse ls  an d  seaw eed  c l i n g in g  to th em . 
F o u r  duck s  p inw hee led  ac ro ss  th e  cove. 
W a l k i n g  w a rm ed  o u r  feet. Some of the 
cab in s  w e re  s l a n t i n g  tow a rd  th e  w a te r  
o r  fa l l in g  ove r . Peop le f rom  A n g o o n  
h a d  scav enged  the  roofs . I n  nea r ly  all 
o f  th em , you  cou ld  see th e  sky th r o u g h  
th e  ra f te rs ,  I n  th e  w oods  above w e re  
m o re  cab in s , a lm os t  comp le te ly  fa l len 
d ow n  and  cove red  by th e  fores t .  M a ts u  
po in ted  up th e  h il ls ide and  s a id ,  *‘I lived 
in th e  n e x t - t o - l a s t  hou se  up  th e re .  Y ou
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c a n ’t see it n ow  for the tre e s .” W e  
looked in to the su p e r in te n d en t ’s house , 
w h ich  had the best w o rkm an sh ip ,  and  
I could see the walls s tripped of w a i n ­
sco t ing  in abou t exactly  the p ropo r t io n s  
th a t  I remembered seeing in place in 
M a t t ’s nouse. Ins ide  the s u p e r in t e n ­
d e n t ’s house , M a tsu  found a bench , 
made f rom  p lanks , and decided to take 
it back to town .

T h e  seaweed a long  the tide l ine  was 
f ro zen , and  th e re  were l i t t le  ru s ty  
pieces of me ta l in it. M a ts u  said a 
boa rdw a lk  had run  a long  the sho re ,  
co nnec t in g  the houses. N o  trace of it 
was left.

O n  the  way  back, the  hills and  th e  
sho re l ine  slid past like scenery pa ss ing  
th e  w in dow  of a t ra in .  Ava lan che  scars  
in the shape of a r row s and s aw tee th  
pa t te rned  the sides of some of th e  hills.

F r o m  H ood  Bay we w e n t  back  
a round  the tow n  and in to the in le t and  
th en  up inside it. Some way back in to  it 
we saw  a rock  on wh ich  w e re  two 
crosses, and  M a t s u  said th a t  they  were 
there to m a rk  the dea th  of tw o  of 
M a t t h e w ’s re la t ives— one of his a u n ts  
an d  he r d a u g h te r .  T h e y  had been on  a 
seine boat and th e  ch ild  was lost o v e r ­
board , and  the m o th e r  w en t  in to save I 
her. M a t s u  in tended to take me up in to 
th e  salt lake w he re  sa lmon spawn and  a 
lo t of people f rom  A ngoon  do th e i r  
f ish ing, but th e  tide was too low  fo r us 
to make it over the  rapids at the m ou th  
o f  the lake. W e  ancho red  nearby and 
wa lked a lon g  the shore and fo llowed 
some deer t racks in the snow  fo r a 
wh i le ,  th en  passed th e  rap id s  and  
wa lked a lon g  the  shore of the lake . W e  
found a seine ro l led up and left fo r  the 
nex t y e a r ’s f ish ing , and a campsite , and  
th en  we tu rn ed  a ro u nd  and  go t  back in 
th e  boat. H il ls  r an  dow n a longs ide  us 
like s ta i r  rails . W e  crossed the  in le t 
w i th  th e  sky g o in g  da rk  al l a ro u nd  and 
th e  deer c om ing  out on the beaches to 
feed.

DMDS

Pair o f diamond 
pendant earrings. 

English, circa 1870. 
535,000.

7 8 1 F IFTH  AVE„ N EW  YO RK 10022 
(212)752-1727 

Open Saturdays from 10 AM tod PM

Pair o f yellow sapphire 
and diamond pendant 

earrings. 1950V 
520,000.

it's s i m p l y  

g o o d  d e s i g n

Call 1-800-356-8400 
for the name of a dealer near you
(in W iscon sin  1  -608-849-4181)

P.O. Box 5249, M adison. W l 5370 5
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A beautiful sculpture in its own right, 
our award-winning V/i qt. brawn stoneware 

DUCK BAKING DISH goes from oven 
or microwave to table to dishwasher. 

Hand-cas t in Maine. A classic gilt.
Send for brochure. VISA. MC $6 5 p p d .

S M I T H  &  S M I T H ,  P o t t e r s
12 School St.. Bath, ME 04530 (207)443-8153

X r v D  Yl A T V  h / R0 8=> 78003 MN 516 50 V J jJ.xJ.T/ 1. J. JJ-Vl Indianaflolis. IN-16278 i  yoar
T h e  L a n g u a g e  Q u a r t e r l y
FOR SUBSCRIPTION (MC/VISA ONLY). 1-800-999-22G6

IN  SA N  FRA N C ISC O
Just 2 blocks west
of Union Square. ______■ _
Complimentary -y-___________ __

s s L e
of the h igh ly ac- r-l —_ infN-tr —  ,
claimed Post St. T - TfSL^i'
Bar & Cafe. IP5Y V  El
S 7 6 - S 105 * r  . ■

Corporate Rates Available.

I A R R IV E D  in A ngoon  w i th  an  
in t r o d u c t i o n  to M a t t h e w  F r e d ,  

w ho  calls h im se lf C h ie f  of All Ch iefs . 
N o t  usually  in f ron t of any o th e r  
T l i n g i t s — at lea s t ,  n o t  ones f rom  
A n g o o n — but th ey  have all read the 
s ta tem en t in the paper at one t im e or 
an o th e r ,  o r  hea rd  it from someone w h o  
lias, and go t  a n g ry  over it and  sto red  it 
aw ay  as a g r ievance .  It .s pe rhaps  the 
first re sen tm en t a person en coun te r s  in 
A n goo n .  M a t t h e w  F red  is s h rew d  and  
en g a g in g  and  generous  a n d  ta lka t ive ,

Exclusively for us. 100% co tton . H and 
kn itted . Im ported . B rig h t red  lobster, 
c r isp  w hite background . 5 2 0 0 .

w.d. & company
Gentlomon'oFurniflhiTfl 

165 Nowbuiy S i. Bofllon. M A0211G  (0 17)-137  0008
VI7.A M T  Avc*

THE ANDREWS HOTEL
624 Post Street, San Francisco, C A  '14109 

-  Call for Brochure -  
(800)227-4742 (415)563-6877 

In  Californ ia : (800) 622-0557



not to m en t io n  in te re s ted  in eve ryone 
else’s a f fa i rs ,  a n d  it w a s  n a tu ra l  th a t  he 
wou ld  come to  a posi t ion o f  a u th o r i ty  
in th e  tow n .  O n  a wa l l  in h is  office 
M a t t h e w  F r e d  ha s  a p ic tu re  o f  h im se lf 
on  a s tag e  in th e  E a s t  R oom  of the 
W h i t e  H ou se  w i th  P re s id en t  C a r t e r  
and  o th e r s ,  a n d  it is s igned  “W i t h  Best 
W is h e s  to C h i e f  M a t t h e w  F r e d  & the 
T l i n g i t s  o f  A d m i r a l t y  I s la n d ,  J im m y  
C a r t e r . ” A d m i r a l t y  I s la n d  was m ade a 
n a t io n a l  m o n u m e n t  in 1978, and  on  
t h a t  o c c a s io n  s e v e ra l  p e o p le  f r om  
A n g o o n  w e n t  to  W a s h i n g t o n  to meet 
J im m y  C a r t e r ,  a n d  it w as  ap p a ren t ly  
d u r i n g  th i s  t r i p  t h a t  M a t t h e w  began  to 
su gg e s t  t h a t  th e  ap p rop r ia te  fo rm  of 
add ress  fo r  h is  p e rson  w as  C h ie f  of A ll 
C h ie fs .  M a t t h e w  c la im s  his ti t le as 
consequence o f  h i s  s ta tu s  as an e ld e r  in 
th e  r a v e n  beaver c la n ,  th e  t o w n ’s l a r g ­
est, an d  he qua lifies it by s ay ing  th a t  
th e  d e s ig n a t io n  applies  o n ly  to Adm i 
r a l ty  I s l a n d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  few  in  
A n g o o n  ou ts id e  his fam i ly  s uppo r t  it. 
P eop le  in  A n g o o n  have m e t a lot of 
a n th ro p o lo g i s t s  a n d  a rch eo log is t s  and  
jo u rn a l i s t s  o f  a l l  k ind s  a n d  have no  real 
reason  to t a lk  to a n y  of th em , especially 
because it u su a l ly  m eans  t im e los t on  
o th e r  p ro jec ts ,  a n d  so I  h e a rd  f rom  a 
lo t of people t h a t  th ey  w e re  foo busy to 
see m e , o r  d i d n ’t w a n t  to ta lk . O r  they 
said come back  som e o th e r  t im e , m en ­
t io n in g  a t im e  w h e n  they k n ew  they 
w o u ld n ’t be h om e ,  an d  all th is  was 
f r u s t r a t in g  u n t i l  I  d iscovered , by acci­
d en t ,  a w ay  to  g e t  th e i r  a t te n t io n .  I 
wou ld  ca l l  s om eone  and  ask fo r  an  
in te rv iew  and  be tu rn ed  d ow n ,  and 
th en  I  w o u ld  pause ,  p e rh ap s  s ig h ,  and 
say, “W e l l ,  t h a t ’s too bad , because I ’ve 
been t a lk in g  to  M a t t h e w  F red  a n d — ”

“ You've been talking to Matthew 
Fred: W e l l ,  t h e n  you be tte r  g e t  over 
he re  an d  h e a r  th e  t r u t h .”

W h e n  I to ld M a t t h e w  th a t  someone 
had  c h a l le n g ed  som e th in g  h e ’d told 
m e , he w o u ld  ju s t  g e t  a n g ry  th a t  I  had 
quest ioned a n y t h i n g  h e ’d sa id , an d  even 
a n g r i e r  t h a t  I  h a d  ta lked abou t  a n y ­
t h in g  t h a t  c o n c e rn e d  h im  to someone 
he con s id e red  a  socia l in fe r io r .  A bou t 
one pe rson  he s a id ,  “H e  lies w i th  a 
comp le te ly  s t r a i g h t  face .” A b ou t  a n ­
o th e r ,  “T h e r e  a r e  n o th in g  bu t lies in 
h is  h o u s e .”

M a t t h e w  F r e d  is s l ig h t  and  w iry  and 
abou t  five feet t en  in ch es  tall . H is  face 
is square  an d  deep ly  l in ed . H e  has a 
s t r a ig h t ,  w id e  m o u th ,  an d  sm al l ,  black, 
w a te ry ,  a n d  w id e -se t  eyes. T h e  most 
p rom in en t  f e a tu re  o f  his face is a scar

WEARABLE ART...Available a t  L iberty  o f L ondon shops in 
New York City. C h ica g o . W a sh ing to n  D .C .. A rd m o re , PA and other fine sto re s . 

L iberty  o f Lo n d on , N ew  York, N.Y. ( 2 12 )  3 9 1- 2 15 0  

Liberty. The  very  fa b r ic  o f  B r it ish  life .

Give your client a night on top of the town.

A gift certificate to 

the most spectacular restaurant in the world.

And what a memorable night: one hundred and seven 
stories high in the clouds, international cuisine and a fifty- 
five mile view, (lift certificates can be  made for S25, 550, 
5100—or any amount you choose. They can be used for 
dinner in The Restaurant or T he  Cellar in the Sky: for the 
Grand Buffet on Saturday or Sunday in T he  Rcstaurant.or 
Sunday Brunch in the I lors d'Oeuvrcrie. A spectacular 
idea for a spectacular gift for all your clients. Order now. 
Call (212)938-1100.

1 0 7 th  F loo r, O n e  W o rld  T ra d e  C e n te r .  N e w  York

* THE NF.W YORKER



IK Yellow Cold

•s^ dcheekorw oney
t k f n  a  .* —  —  ’

NOVEMBER 2 6 ,  1 9 9 0
I 011 his upper lip, wh ich  lie received one 

n ig h t  in a bar. He is a mus ic ian , and 
fo r  a wh ile  d u r in g  the nine teen-f if t ies  
an d  sixties lie made p a r t  of his l iv ing  
p lay ing  j a z z  in bars  a round  J u n e a u .  He 
p layed the t rum pe t and ta u g h t  h imself 
to improvise from a co rrespondence 
course . “H ow  I g o t  be a m u s ic ia n ,” lie 
says , “ I was hostile to wh i te  men , and 
I  felt I cou ld  be ju s t as good as th em  
and  do w h a t  they could do, and  music 
w as  the way  I felt I could do i t .” Some 
of the time, he double-jobbed, do in g  
c a rp e n t r y  o r  p lum b ing  o r  p a in t in g  
ap a r tm en ts  o r  lay ing tile. F o r  a wh ile ,  
he  wo rked  at a sawm ill .  W h i l e  he d id , 
he played music on ly  on weekends , 
u sua l ly  fo r I n d ia n  dances , because it 
w as  too d ange rou s  to show  up tired at 
th e  mil l . O th e rw is e ,  he wou ld  play 
un t i l  one in the m o rn in g ,  come hom e 
and  sleep un t i l  seven, ge t up and  go  to 
h is  day job, then come home and  nap 
befo re leav ing  to play aga in .  H e  played j 
m a in ly  at roadhouses and clubs. H e  
played at the Occ iden ta l ;  he played a t a 
p lace called D re am  L and ;  he  played in 
th e  Bubble Room  of the  B a rano f  Hote l ; 
and  he played at the L & L ,  w h ich  is 
w h e r e  his lip go t split. He was p lay ing  
w i th  h is  eyes closed, and  a lo g g e r  w ho  
d i d n ’t l ike Ind ian s  stepped up and  

| s lam m ed  th e  bell of th e  t rum pe t  back 
i tow a rd  bis face. T h e  cu t took six 

s t i tches . A f te r  tha t ,  M a t t h ew  sw itched  
to saxophone  and played in a band 
cal led the R hy thm  Ch ie fs , w h ich  also 
wo rked  th e  O cc iden ta l .

M a t t h e w  g rew  tired of his life and  
o f th e  kinds of people he met in bars. 
“T h a t  life lost all its g lo ry  fo r m e ,” 
he says. “I felt I d id n ’t be long w h e re  I 
was at. I t  felt artif icial. T h e  kids 
w e r e n ’t happy, and all tha t the people 
in the ba r room s could offer was  the 
f r iend sh ip  of the bottle . Some people 
f rom  A ngoo n  came to see me and said 
th ey  w an ted  me back home, and I 
b eg an  to th ink  tha t if I kept up w i th  it, 
w h e r e  I wou ld  end up is dead som e­
place , overdosed , like most j a z z  m us i -  I 
c>ans.

“ I f i sh ed  w h e n  I c am e hom e .  
W o rk e d  as a cook on a boa t , th en  j

became a deck boss fo r a boat pu rse -  
s e in in g ,  cracked the wh ip . I n  be tween 
t h a t ,  I wou ld  do subsistence. T h e n  was I
a head m a in tenan ce  m an at a fish c om -  I
pany  th en  a social w o rke r ,  then  w a te r -  I
a n d - s cw e r  m an  for the tow n ,  th en  wen t I
in to  hosp ita l for a s tomach o p e ra t io n .” J
N o w  he is the Forest Service boss on f
A dm i r a l ty ,  wh ich  is a seasonal job . He | [
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Surround yourself 

in warm, light­

weight elegance. 

SuperMcnd fabric 

for easy care. 
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shawl collar ami 

roll hack rufis. 

Fully guaranteed. 
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Sale 589 
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fiiin sc Down Slippers match rnhcs in cream, 
poach. It. him-, now ur taliinm. Sizes XS, S. M, I., 

Regularly STS Sale 522 Shipping 52.511

□  Order t.y phono with MC or VISA,

_  call I15/-I72-2I5I.

□  Use MC, MSA or ehcek for mail orders.

CA residents add f i '. ' ' .  lav

QVarm  T hings
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GIFT  IDEA: 

N E W  PERFUME PEN
When filled with your own 

perfume or cologne it will last 
up to 6 months. Take any- 

t where: Only 4 "  long. Safe.
\  Doesn't leak. Convenient.
\  Choose Black or Burgundy 

mja with Gold trtm. 
m  Call 1-800-462-0119 

or send check to:
H R  PERFUME PENS
» Y \  Box 6610 Grand Raptds.

M l 49506
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c o n t in u e s  to  p lay  mus ic , mostly gu i ta r  
n ow ,  and m os t ly  a t  ch u r ch .  He at tends 
eve ry  c h u r c h  in A n g o o n .

I neve r  fe l t  m o re  like a wh i te  guy  
t h a n  w h en  I  ta lked  to M a t t h e w  F red .  
T h e  T l i n g i t  ap p rec ia t io n  of passing 
t im e is loca l a n d  h is to r ica l .  T h e r e  are 
th e  legend s  o f  t h e i r  ances to rs , wh ich  
o c c u r  in a pa s t  t h a t  is no t  locatable , and 
th e r e  a re  t h e  ev en ts  in th e  h is tory of 
w h e r e  th ey  l ive an d  in th e i r  clans, 
w h ic h  took  p lace  a lo n g  t im e ago , and 
w h ic h  no  o n e  rea l ly  rem embers  exactly 
th e  same w a y  f rom  clan to clan and 
a lm os t  n e v e r  f r om  place to place, and 
th e n  th e re  a r e  ev en ts  of m od e rn  history, 
w h i c h  a lso float in t ime , depend ing  on 
w h o  is r e c a l l in g  th em . A l l  of these 
fo rm s  of h i s to r y  hav e  influenced M a t ­
th ew  F r e d ’s sense  o f  t ime. M u ch  of 
T l i n g i t  c u l t u r e  w as  destroyed by m is­
s iona r ie s ,  b u t  w h e n  I  lis ten to M a t th ew  
F r e d  ta lk  I  som e t im e s  t h in k  th a t  one 
t h i n g  they  n e v e r  g o t  th e i r  h a nd s  on was 
th e  T l i n g i t  sense  o f  t ime. A n  answer 
f rom  M a t t h e w  to  a quest ion  I asked 
n e v e r  rea l ly  seem ed re la ted to it in a 
w ay  I c o u ld  f igu re  ou t . A  question 
seemed as if it w e re  an  occasion for h im  
to ta lk  ab ou t  w h a te v e r  was on his m ind . 
H e  w ou ld  a n sw e r  a s imple question at 
some l e n g t h ,  o r  by la bo r in g  over de ­
ta i ls ,  o r  w i th  t h e  r ec i ta t ion  of a legend, 
th e  m e a n in g  o f  w h ic h  was completely 
opaque to m e ,  a n d  I wou ld  a lways get 
im pa t ie n t  a n d  end  up  w ish in g  I had 
n eve r  asked h im  in th e  first place, and 
t r y in g  to  t h i n k  o f  someone I m igh t  go 
to to ge t th e  in fo rm a t io n .  T h e  answer ,
I  th in k ,  w a s  n o  one , because M a t th ew ,  
o f  all the  e ld e rs ,  ha s  spen t th e  most t ime 
w i th  w h i t e  peop le an d  is the most 
in te res ted  in c o nve r s a t io n .  T h e  o th e r  
e lde rs  I t a lk ed  to  w e re  even more e lu ­
sive o r  p r iv a t e  o r  deep in the self­
ab so rp t io n  o f  o ld  age .

T H E  re a so n  an  A m e r ic a n  can go  to 
a T l i n g i t  v i l lag e  and und ers tand  
w h a t  th e  peop le a r e  say ing , an d  may, if 

he  has d on e  a  l i t t l e  r e ad in g ,  know  more 
abou t  T l i n g i t  t r ib a l life in the past than  
do  the I n d i a n s  w h o  live th e re ,  probably 
h a s  a lo t  to do  w i th  the Presbyte rians . 
T h e  first m is s io n a r ie s  in  A la sk a  rep re­
sen ted  th e  R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  C hu rch .  
T h e  I n d i a n s  l iked r i tu a l  and  display, 
t h e  s h ow y  in t e r io r s  o f  the  O r th o d o x  
ch u rch e s ,  th e  f ancy , im pe ria l - lo ok ing  
g i lded robes a n d  jew e ls  on th e  priests, 
th e  b u r n in g  o f  incen se ,  and  the  myster­
ies of a lo n g ,  ch an t - f i l le d  service c a r ­
r ied  on in  a n  im pene t r ab le  tongue . A t -

MAPISONAVE &52NDST MAOISONAVE 8S9THST SEVENTHAV£ & JJT H S1 BAl HARBOUR 5H0PS FIORIDA 
‘MjORCREOlTCARD? ACCEPTEOI212I 7W-A234; 1-flOO 548-5352 CORPORATE ClFT DiV <212> 888-2955

T H E  C O U G A R  W A TC H
Insp ired  by the slo ck  feline, C a rlic r 's  new osl 
watch sym b o lize s the beauty o l th is graceful cat 

In a rounded form, wilh I6K  gold bracelet, 
doployant buckle, cabochon  sapphire  stem, 
quartz a ccu ra cy  and water-resistant, too, 
the Cougar i s  a true jewel.

18K  gold. H is,S 14 ,0 0 0  H ers, S I0 .50 0 .

C£ 
V U

c
o c  

8
TOURfKRU



90

/

$  2 4 9 . 0 0
6 DAYS/5 NIGHTS 
6th A 7th night free 
Rates per person
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P A C K A G E  IN C L U D E S :

- D e lu x e  H o te l 

a c c o m m o d a t io n s

- A m e r ic a n  b re a k fa s t  d a ily  

(o n  p a id  n ig h ts  o n ly )

- 2  c h ild r e n  (1 2  & u n d e r  

s t a y  F R E E  in ro o m  w ith  

2 a d u lt s , b re a k fa s t  n o t 

in c lu d e d )

- R o o m  ta x  & m u c h  m o re  

Valid through December 19, 1990.

IN F O R M A T IO N  & R E S E R V A T IO N S : 

U S A  & C A N A D A : (800) 2 3 1-9 8 6 0

Sa n  D ieg o  : (6 19 ) 79 2-14 -13

T e le x : 7 9 0 9 12  Fax: (6 19 )  7 9 2 - 18 7 2

O th e r  K r y s t a l  p a c k a g e s  

a v a ila b le  th ro u g h  y o u r  

p re fe r re d  to u r  o p e ra to r .

f i f
y n j

t e n d in g  c h u r c h  also offered the I n d i ­
an s  a ch an c e  to dress up.

P re sby te r ian  m iss ionar ies  a r r ived  in 
1S77. T h e  R uss ian  m iss ionar ies  did 
not ca re  for c a rd -p la y in g  o r  w in e -  
d r in k in g  o r  s la n d e r  o r  a r g um en t  or 
sh am an s  o r  th e  I n d ia n  m em oria l p a r ­
ties ca l led po t la tche s  o r  any k ind of 
sp ir i t  w o r sh ip  excep t th e i r  ow n ,  but 
o th e rw ise  th ey  endorsed  the way the 
T l i n g i t  lived th e i r  lives, and  did no t 
t ry  to c iv i l ize  th em  ac co rd ing  to ideas 
b ro ug h t  f rom  home. T h e  Presby te r ians  
consid ered  th e  c u l tu re  of 
th e  T l i n g i t s  to be back­
w a rd ,  b ru ta l ,  a n d  repe l­
len t . H e re  is a Russian 
O r t h o d o x  m i s s i o n a r y  
de sc r ib in g  th e  T l i n g i t  
language: “Their
speech is f low e ry  and 
r ich  in  im a g e r y ,  and 
th ey  are  g e n e r a l ly  good 
o r a to r s .  . . . T h e  l a n ­
g u a g e  itself is r ich  w i th  
wo rd s  bu t even r ich e r  in 
g r am m a t i c a l  fo rm s. N o u n s  and ad jec­
tives have a r t ic le s ,  as in G reek ;  persons , 
tenses a n d  moods o f  noun s  and ad jec­
tives a re  modified by means  of p re ­
fixes. . . . L i s t e n in g  ca re fu l ly  to the 
speech of a T l i n g i t ,  you m ig h t  h e a r  the 
c ro a k in g  of a f rog ,  th e  bubb l ing  of 
w a t e r ,  t h e  c a c k l in g  of a hen ,  the 
crack le  o f  b r e a k in g  d ry wood, o r  some 
g u t tu ra l  and  r a t h e r  pleasan t ,  melodious 
so und s .” A n d  he re  is a P resby te rian : 
“T h e  so on e r  . . . the na tives d rop th e i r  
s tun ted  an d  dw a r fe d  l a n g u ag e  fo r  the 
libera l E n g l i s h ,  the  better. N o  en c o u r ­
ag em en t  to  ho ld  on  to th e i r  l a n g u ag e  
shou ld  be g iv e n  by m iss ionar ies  and 
teachers  l e a rn in g  it w i th  the v iew of 
ad d re s s ing  th em  in it. T h e  best way of 
e leva t ing  th em  is to make th em  ciimb 
up to u s .”

T h e  P re sby te r ia n s  opened schools , 
in w h ich  th ey  fo rbade the c h i ld re n  to 
speak th e i r  ow n  l a n g u ag e .  T h e  en t i re  
I n d ia n  p opu la t io n  of K ill is r .oo once 
requested bap t ism  in th e  O r th o d o x  
C h u r c h  in o rd e r  t r  rid them se lves of 
P re sby te r ia n  m iss ionar ies .  N e v e r th e ­
less, the O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  was in d e ­
c l ine , an d  the P resby te r ian  advanced , 
p a r t i c u la r ly  in S i tka . Some of the c o n ­
ve rts  w e re  d r aw n  by the novelty  an d  the 
hope of a c q u i r in g  pow e r  by le a rn in g  to 
:iray and  s in g  in th e  P ro te s tan t  fash ion .

A t  the  head of the Presby te r ian  
C h u r c h  in  A la sk a  was a m iss ionary 
nam ed  She ldon  Ja ck son ,  U n l ik e  the 
O r t h o d o x  m iss ionar ie s ,  w h o  felt th a t
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the T l i n g i t  o u g h t  to be encou raged  
tow a rd  G od  w i th ou t  g iv in g  up the ir  
w ay  of l iv ing  f rom  the  sea and the 
fores t ,  J a ck son  had a n  idea th a t  the 
I n d ia n s  shou ld  be t a u g h t  to herd re in ­
deer  an d  to become f a rm e rs ,  w i th  the 
in ten t io n  of p ro v id in g  ch eap  food and 
t r an spo r ta t io n  and  labo r  fo r  th e  E u r o ­
pean and  A m e r ic an  im m ig ra n t s .  J a c k ­
son believed th a t  a t e a ch e r  should be 
a m a r r ie d  m an  an d  t h a t  a w e l l - ru n  
hou seho ld  was a lesson to the  Ind ian s .  
H is  go a l  was to ins ti l l in th e  In d ia n s  as 

“ th e i r  h igh e s t  ambit ion 
. . .  to bu ild  Am er ican  
hom es ,  possess A m e r i ­
can  f u r n i tu r e ,  dress in 
A m e r i c a n  c lo thes , adopt 
th e  A m e r i c a n  style of 
l iv ing ,  a n d  be A m er ic an  
c i t i z e n s .”

M a n y  T l i n g i t  pa ren ts  
w an ted  t h e i r  ch i ld re n  to 
l e a rn  to read and  w ri te ,  
so as to be ab le to com ­
pete w i th  w h i te  people, 

but th ey  resen ted th e  s c h o o l ’s forced 
a t t e n d a n c e ,  t h e  b a n  o n  s p e a k in g  
T l i n g i t ,  and  th e  a t ta ck s  on  potla tches , 
s h am an ism ,  and  o th e r  t r ad i t io n a l  be­
liefs o f  the irs .  A lso ,  th ey  began to 
rea l ize th a t  be ing  P re sby te r ia n  did not 
p ro tec t  them  f rom  d isc r im in a t io n  o r  
necessar i ly  give th em  a respec table po ­
s i t ion . W h i t e  m en ,  o f ten  o th e r  P resby­
te r ian s ,  still took th e i r  l and s .

T h e  P re sby te r ian  c h u r c h  in A n go on  
was bu i l t  in 1923, the R u s s ia n  O r t h o ­
dox  C h u r c h  in 1929, a f t e r  th e  one in 
K i l l i sn oo  bu rned  d ow n .  T h e r e  are 
th re e  o th e r  c h u rch e s  in A n go on :  one 
b e lo ng in g  to th e  S a lv a t io n  A rm y ,  one 
to the A ssemb ly  of G o d ,  and  one th a t  
ha s  no d e nom in a t io n .  A l l  except the 
O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  have th e i r  ow n  m in ­
isters. A n  O r th o d o x  pr ie s t  comes on a 
c i rcu i t  f rom  the m a in la n d .

I w e n t  one n ig h t  to  th e  Assemb ly  of 
G o d  c h u rc h ,  because M a t t h e w  F red  
asked me to. T h e  m in i s te r  w as  a red - 
ha ired  g uv  f rom  K an s a s  s t a n d in g  up 
a n d  s i n g i n g  a n d  l e a d i n g  ev e ryone  
a lo n g  as if it w e re  a ten t  m ee t in g  in the 
Sou th ,  and  s h o u t in g  “ P ra is e  Je su s !” at 
unp red ic tab le  m om en ts ,  w i th  a beatific 
sm ile  on  his face. T h e n  people began 
to s tand  up and ta lk  abou t  th e i r  exper i ­
ences w i th  the w o rk  o f the L o rd  in 
t h e i r  l ives— w ha t  is ca l led  tes t ify ing. 
In v a r ia b ly ,  some of th e  exper iences 
w e re  t r iv ia l— a w om an ,  fo r  example , 
w h o  felt th a t  th e  L o rd  had  seen to it 
th a t  h e r  son b roke his a n k le  in a has-



'•’V .
■

■ -

ketbnll g am e  as a lesson— blit then  I 
h ea rd  G e o r g e  P au l  ta lk abou t leaving 
tow n  and  g o in g  to B a r row , and a 
w om an  ta lk  a b ou t  a ho rr ib le  and  seri­
ous ope ra t ion  she  faced, w h ich  would 
be pa in fu l a n d  f r i g h t e n in g  and  leave 
h e r  w i th  l i t t le  hope of long  life, and 
someone else ta lk  about a s ickness , and 
a n o th e r  ta lk  ab ou t d r in k in g ,  and  the 
troub les  ju s t  c am e  pou r in g  ou t .  I sat 
th e re  and  s a n g  th e  song s  w h en  they 
cam e up, a n d  th o u g h t  th a t ,  w ha tev e r  
else I o r  a n yon e  else th ink s  abou t the 
T l i n g i t  an d  th e  my th s  th ey  k now  and 
th e  cu l tu re  th ey  b ro ug h t  in to be ing  and 
its a r t i fac ts ,  th ey  a re  also now  regu la r  
A m e r ic an s ,  an d  th e  t r ium ph  of She ldon 
Jack son  is comp le te .

IN  the c a n o e  days ,  the T l i n g i t  called 
G od  a h i g h - u p  rich m an . T h e y  

wou ld  som e t im e s  invite th e i r  enemies 
to a feast, th e n  in the m idd le  of it 
m u r d e r  t h em .  T o  lu re  E u ro p e a n s  
a sho re  for an  am bu sh ,  a T l i n g i t  m igh t  
dress in a b e a r sk in  and w a lk  up and 
d o w n  t h e  b e a c h .  A m e r i c a n s  th e  
T l i n g i t  ca l led  Bos ton m en ,  and  the 
B r i t i sh  K in g  G e o r g e  men . In d ian s  in 
C an ad a  th ey  ca l led  K in g  G e o rg e  I n ­
d ian s .  T h e  T l i n g i t  t h o u gh t  w h i te  peo­
p le smelled bad , especially Russians. 
W h i t e  people o th e r  th an  Russ ian s  the 
T l i n g i t  ca l led  People f rom  the  Place 
W h e r e  the C lo u d s  Reach D o w n  to the 
E a r t h — th a t  is, th e  ho r izon .

T h e  T l i n g i t  began  to w e a r  beards 
an d  m us ta ch e s  a f te r  m ee t in g  wh ite  
men ; befo re th a t ,  they had  usually 
p lucked the h a i r  f rom  th e i r  faces. T h e y  
also began to  pu t doo rs  on th e i r  houses 
a n d ,  a r o u n d  1900, to use cha i r s ,  but 
tables w e re  less com m on . Before wh ite  
m en ,  the T l i n g i t  wou ld  leave th e ir  
v i l lages  for m o n th s  at a t im e w i th ou t  
m ak in g  p rov is ion s  for p ro te c t in g  their  
p roper ty .

Some T l i n g i t  t h o u g h t  th a t  tw in s  
w e re  an  om en  of evil, o th e rs  th a t  they 
w e re  lucky , an d  o the rs  th a t  they oc­
cu r red  f rom  h a v in g  had sex on consec­
u tive n ig h ts .  A sick T l i n g i t  f ind ing a 
b ug  on h im se l f  believed lie wou ld  die 
f rom  his i l lness . W id ow s  w ere  no t to 
ea t boiled fish, o r  else th e i r  heads  would 
come loose a n d  flop from side to side.
A  m o th e r  w o u ld  cap tu re  h e r  c h i ld ’s 
first cr ies in a bag  and  th e n  ca rry  it 
to a place w h e r e  people w ere  passing, 
so th a t  it w ou ld  be wa lked  on , in 
o rd e r  to keep th e  ch ild  f rom  c ry ing  
too much,

T h e  T l i n g i t  boiled w a te r  no t  over a
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Women gardeners rout 
hunger in West Africa.

W om en a re  involved in up to  SO^o 
o f  all fo od  p ro d u c tio n  in West 
A frica . T hey  w ork  in rice fields 
d u ring  th e  ra in y  season , and  their 
vege tab le g a rd en s are becom ing a 
vital sou rce  o f  ad d itio n a l food .

N ever u n d e re s tim a te  a w om an 
w ith a  h u ng ry  fam ily  to  feed.
D u ring  th e  d ry  season  in M ali, 
w om en g row  n u tr itio u s  vegetables 
w ith w a te r h au led  tw ice daily  from  
a well o r  r iv e r-fed  canal.

T h e  American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC), a Q uaker 
agency , help s fo rm er M alian 
n om ad s in 7 T am ashek  com m unities 
on  th e  S a h a r a 's  edge. T he women 
w ork  480 g a rd en  p lo ts an d  raise 9 
varie ties o f  p rodu c e , feed ing their 
fam ilies fo r 3 -5  m on th s .

We w o rk  ou rse lves ou t o f  a jo b  by 
help ing peop le  becom e se lf-su ffic ien t. 
T he M alian  w om en ’s vegetab le g a r­
dens h ave en ab led  AFSC to  reduce 
food  su p p o rt begun d u ring  the years 
o f  w idesp read  d rough t and  fam ine.

G a rd en in g  leads to  o th e r  good 
th ing s. M a lian  w om en recently 
o rgan ized  coope ra tiv es fo r  p roduce 
m a rk e tin g , cred it ex tension  and 
sheep ra is in g . T hey  have a new sense 
o f  p rid e  an d  se lf-re liance from  
lea rn ing  to  d o  it them selves.

In G u in ea -B iss au ’s G eba Valley, 
AFSC a lso  su ppo rts  w om en 
g a rd en e rs  in 28 villages. We raise 
m oney  to  help West A fr ican  women 
ra ise u rgen tly  needed food . As 
s iste rs an d  b ro th e rs  in sp irit, w on ’t 
you dig dow n to o ?

American Friends Service Committee 
1501 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102

M > lax-drduclib lc runtrlbulion lo  "th e  womon 
n llh  I h r h u e " In M all and Culnca-tlDsau:
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lire but by to s s ing  hea ted rock s  in to it. 
Sometimes T l i n g i t  wou ld  pu t  ea rw nx  on 
th e i r  k ind l in g  to s ta r t  th e i r  fires. T l i n g i t  
had no r e g u la r  mealt imes ; ins tead , they 
ate w heneve r  they felt like it. E a t in g  
beach food— cockles, c lams, mussels, sea 
u rch in s ,  crabs, and  seaweed— at n ig h t  
was th ou gh t  to cause n ig h tm a re s  and 
bad weathe r.

E a c h  T l i n g i t  be lieved he had  a 
gu a rd ia n  s p i r t  t h a t  s tayed close to h im , 
usua l ly  above his head , a n d  left h im  
on ly  at dea th  o r  w h e n  he com m it ted  a 
ser ious cr im e.

T h e  T l i n g i t  t h o u g h t  th a t  all rocks, 
an im a ls ,  trees , p lan ts ,  s ta r s ,  p lanets , 
and the sun w e re  a l ive a n d  had  the  same 
th o u g h t s  and  fee l ings  and  pass ions and 
needs th a t  th ey  d id ,  on ly  w e re  g en e ra l ly  
m o re  c u n n in g  and  pow e r fu l .  T h e y  be­
lieved th a t  ow ls  cou ld  speak T l i n g i t  
and p red ic t th e  w e a th e r ;  be fo re  a s to rm , 
ow ls were t h o u g h t  to be s ay in g ,  “G e t  
und e r  t rees .” O w l s  w e re  a lso believed 
to be able to id en t i fy  m u rd e re r s ,  so 
sometimes th ey  w e re  sho t .  A n im a l s  of 
all k ind s  w e re  t h o u g h t  to be able to 
und e rs tand  h um an  speech; there fo re , 
the T l i n g i t  w e re  especia l ly  carefu l 
never to say a n y t h i n g  in su l t in g  abou t 
bears. A  b e a r ’s m a in  a t t r ib u te s  w e re  
t h o u g h t  to be g e n e ro s i ty ,  p r ide , hon es ­
ty, and  vengef t i lncss . A lso ,  a bear is 
able to feel sham e .  I t  was  believed th a t  
a ma le  bear wou ld  ru n  aw ay  from  a 
naked  w o m an ,  so s om e t im e s  w h en  
T l i n g i t  w om en  m et a bear  in the forest 
they  wou ld  take  off th e i r  c lo thes .

T h e  T l i n g i t  w e re  fond of ta t to o ing  
y ou ng  w om en .  T h e  co lo r  o f  th e  des ign 
wou ld  be p r icked  in w i th  a needle , o r  
else a th re ad  soaked in dye w ou ld  be 
d r aw n  t h r o u g h  th e  sk in .  T h e i r  favo ri te  
co lo rs  were red an d  blue , th en  black. A 
com m on  Woman could have  a vert ica l 
l ine in the c e n te r  o f  h e r  c h in  an d  one 
pa ra l le l to it o n  e i th e r  side. A  h ig h e r -  
class w om an  w as  a l low ed tw o  long  
ve rt ica l lines, f rom  the  co rn e r s  of her 
m ou th .

T l i n g i t  socie ty  had fou r  levels: those 
of  the h igh e s t  cas te , th en  people of no 
d i s t in c t ion ,  th e n  low -c la s s  nobodies , 
th en  slaves. A  T l i n g i t  m an  c om in g  to 
a tow n  w h e re  h e  k n ew  no one  was not 
supposed to speak un t i l  som eone  spoke 
to h im . Beyond th a t ,  it w a s  felt tha t  
on ly  a nobody wou ld  ta lk  a lo t , as a 
m eans  of d r aw in g  a t t e n t io n ,  so a i i igh -  
caste pe rson v is i t in g  a tow n  w h e re  he 
w a s n ’t k now n  w ou ld  be c a re fu l  no t  to 
say m uch .

W h e n  the T l i n g i t  became C h r i s -

Sau* an acre of threatened tropical rainforest 
in the name of tliat special someone on your 
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t i a n s  an d  m a r r i e d ,  th e  w e dd in g  a n ­
n o u n c em en t  wou ld  occas iona l ly  refer 
to the  br ide as a  maid  o f  th e  forest. 
Some tim es a T l i n g i t  w o u ld  meet a 
w h i t e  m an  and  a sk  h im  to  tell every­
t h i n g  lie k n ew  abou t  G o d .  T h e y  wou ld  
sometim es com m it  su ic id e  by ta k in g  to 
sea in a canoe  w i th  no  padd le .

W h e n  a T l i n g i t  left o n  a lo n g  j o u r ­
ney , his f r iends  w a tc h e d  h im  ou t of 
s ig h t ,  for fea r  he m ig h t  n e v e r  re tu rn .

BY  the t im e people g o t  a ro u n d  to 
ta k in g  p ic tu re s  of th e  T l i n g i t ,  

th ey  wo re  E u ro p e a n  c lo th e s .  G ro u p s  of 
m en wou ld  sit in a p h o t o g r a p h e r ’s s tu ­
d io  and ho ld  a  pose w i th  express ions 
th a t  can be read as su l len  o r  g rav e  o r  
b a ckw a rd  o r  re sen t fu l  o r  c h u r l i s h  o r  
sombre  o r  s om e th in g  else en ti re ly : how  
cou ld  an yon e  k now ?  O r  a s h am an  
w ou ld  be pe rsuaded  to d ress  in the skins 
he wo re  fo r his c e rem on ie s  a n d  to hold 
some of his ra t t le s  in his h a nd s  and  
s tand  beside a few  of h is  c h a rm s ;  the 
look on his face su gg e s t s  he  is fam il ia r  
w i t h  some aspects o f  m a g i c  and  is no t 
even close to com fo r ta b le  w i th  the  idea 
o f  w h a t  k ind  th e  m a n  u n d e r  th e  shee t 
b eh ind  the len s  m ig h t  be u s ing .  O r  a 
g r o u p  of w om en  w ou ld  com e  in to the 
s tud io  and  p u t  on  som e robes an d  sit in 
f r o n t  of th in g s  th ey  h a d  m ad e  to sell to 
th e  tour is ts  w h o  c am e  off th e  boat at 
J u n e a u  o r  S i tka . I n  a n y  p ic tu re  o f  more 
th an  four o r  five people , th e r e  is m ore  
t h a n  one type of face , bu t n ea r ly  all 
have h igh  cheekbones  a n d  d a rk  eyes 
an d  black h a i r ,  p rom in e n t ,  loom ing  
fo reheads  and  b row s , and  m ou th s  tha t 
tu r n  d ow n  a t  th e  c o rn e r s .  T h e  m en 
tended no t to be tall and  w e re  of ten 
b ow legg ed— as a resu l t ,  th e  E u ro p e an s  
sa id , of s p e n d in g  so m u c h  t im e  knee l­
in g  in canoes . T h e  w om en  as they 
aged g r ew  s tou t ;  som e a r e  described 
as w e ig h in g  th r e e  h u n d r e d  an d  fifty 
pounds .

T o  show  a n g e r  at an  in su l t ,  the 
T l i n g i t  pa in ted  th e i r  faces b lack, us­
in g  ch a rco a l .  T o  p ro tec t themselves 
a g a in s t  b u rn s  f rom  the  s u n  and  the 
w in d ,  and ag a in s t  mosqu i to es ,  co ld , 
and  snow  b l indness ,  th e  g la r e  off the 
w a te r ,  and  th e  hea t  o f  th e  open  fire as 
we l l ,  they  covered  th e i r  faces w i th  a 
concoc t ion  m ad e  f rom  a va r ie ty  of in ­
g red ie n ts  such as sp ru c e  g um ,  soot, 
g r a p h i te ,  d ee r  fa t , g o a t  fa t , and  seal 
g rease . T h e  m ix tu r e  d r ied  h a rd  and  
w as  w a te rp ro o f  a n d  las ted  fo r  weeks. 
H ig h - c a s te  w om en  a lso  covered  th e i r  
faces w i th  pow ders  a n d  pastes to bleach
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th e i r  comp lex ion s . T h e  T l i n g i t  had an 
ab h o r r e n c e  of an y  d am age  to the face. 
A  w ound  on  th e  face was sham e fu l and 
had  to be paid for by the  pe rson w ho  
caused it. I n  f igh t ing , T l i n g i t  a lmost 
a lw ay s  s t ru ck  on ly the body.

S om e  d o c to r s  b e lieved  t h a t  th e  
T l i n g i t ’s c o n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  m u c h  
s t r o n g e r  th an  the wh ite  m a n ’s a n d  th a t  
th e  T l i n g i t  requ ired tw ice the am oun t  
of m ed ic in e  the w h i te  m an  did to p ro ­
duce the sam e effect. T h e  T l i n g i t  were 
said no t to  notice w ind  o r  ra in  o r  cold, 
A  T l i n g i t  w h o  was go in g  to ford a 
r iv e r  w ou ld  take off his c lo thes an d  sit 
d ow n  in the  w a te r  for a wh ile .  A t  
n ig h t ,  they  wou ld  sleep so close to the  
fires th a t  they came close to b u rn in g ,  
w h i le  on  th e  o th e r  side of th e i r  bodies 
w ou ld  be frost.

A s  for th e i r  bea r ing ,  th is  was w r i t t e n  
by som eone  w ho  visited A la ska  in the 
n in e te en th  cen tu ry : “T h e  ragg edes t  
o ld m an  in the v i l lage , w h en  ta lk in g  
w i th  a w h i t e  m an , will d r aw  his b la n ­
ket a ro u n d  h im  w i th  the a i r  of a m o n ­
a r c h .  A s  one of th em  once said, ‘T h e  
e a r th  is a ro und  ball, and th e  w h i te  m an  
is o n  top n ow  and the In d ia n s  u n d e r ­
n e a th ;  bu t some day the  ball will roll 
ove r , an d  it w il l be the I n d i a n ’s tu r n  to 
be on  top . ’ ”

ON E  of tiie first E u rope an s  to t rade  
w i th  the T l i n g i t ,  tow a rd  the end 

of th e  e ig h te en th  cen tu ry ,  was J e a n -  
F r a n f o i s  de G a lo u p  L a  Perouse , a 
P 'rench  n a v ig a to r .  H e  w ro te  th a t  they 
stole a n y th in g  they  could ge t th e i r  
h a nd s  on . T h e y  tore the iron f it t ings 
loose f rom  h is  sh ip . T h e y  tr ied to sneak  
aboa rd  at n ig h t .  H e  wou ld  inv ite th e  
h e adm en  o n to  the sh ip  and  give th em  
gif ts ,  an d  th ey  wou ld  steal a nail o r  an 
old sock. W h e n e v e r  he noticed th em  
sm i l in g ,  he was sure th a t  they had 
s to len  som e th in g .  H e  gave o rde rs  th a t  
p resen ts  w e re  to be g iven  to the c h i l ­
d r e n ,  in the  hope of w in n in g  the p a r ­
e n ts ’ good  w il l ,  bu t w heneve r  his c rew  
w e re  busy w i th  the ch i ld ren  he wou ld  
no tice one o r  a n o th e r  o f  th e  fa th e rs  
s te a l in g  som e th in g .  W h e n  they w e re  
c a u g h t ,  they  were no t a shamed but on ly  
em barrassed  a t no t c a r r y in g  it off.

T r a d e r s  at Sitka in the ea rly  n in e ­
teen th  c e n tu ry  would  close off the fo r ­
w a rd  pa r t  o f  a sh ip  w i th  sails to the  
h e ig h t  of a m an .  B eh ind  the  sails wou ld  
s tand  a n  a rm ed  c rew  a longs ide  c a n n o n  
loaded w i th  g rap esho t .  A ro und  the 
deck th e  t r a d e rs  wou ld  s t r in g  a net th a t  
had on ly  on e  en tr a n ce ,  w ide e n ough  for
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one person . B efo re t r ad ing  began , they  
wou ld  b r in g  th e  chiefs on hoard and 
tell th em  th a t  on ly  a ce rta in  n um be r  of 
In d ia n s  wou ld  be a l lowed on  the ship 
a t one time. N o n e  wou ld  he al lowed 
m o re  th an  ten feet from the ra i l ,  and if 
anyone  was kil led for v io la t in g  these 
ru les  it shou ld  no t be considered an 
ev en t  w o r th y  of b reak ing  a peace.

A l t h o u g h  t r a d e r s  d e s c r i b e  th e  
T l i n g i t  as d ishones t ,  the I n d i a n s ’ re la ­
t ions am ong  themselves w e re  a lways 
m a rk ed  by t ru th fu ln e s s  and respect for 
p rope r ty . T h e  T l i n g i t  considered a 
pe rson w h o  sto le to be und e r  a spell .

Ev e n t u . x u . y ,  f rom someone in J u ­
neau , I lea rned  th a t  the in sc r ip ­

t ion  on the T - s h i r t  re fe rred  to the 
sh e l l in g  of A n g o o n  by the A m e r ic an  
N av y ,  w h ich  felt th a t  th e  H o o ts ­
noowoo s  had  become d a ng e ro u s  and 
w e re  t h r e a t e n in g  the  w h i te  se t t lem en t 
a t  K i l l i snoo  and  needed to be put d ow n ,  
bu t the  pe rson w h o  told me abou t it said 
th a t  it wou ld  no t be a good idea to raise 
th e  subject w i th  the people in A n g o o n ,  
w h o  we re  still upset about it.

AL L  five k inds of Pacific s a lm o n—
- hum pback , dog , sockeye, coho , 

an d  k in g— reside in the w a te r s  a ro u nd  
\ n g o o n .  A ll except the k in g  sp aw n  in 
s t re am s on the is land.

I n  past t imes , the  T l i n g i t  believed 
th a t  s a lm on  lived in houses u n d e r  the 
sea, in a p lace fa r  aw ay , and  th a t  in 
a p pea ran ce  they  were more o r  less like 
people, an d  th a t  they observed m uch  
th e  sam e cu s tom s and  m anne r s  as the 
T l i n g i t .  E a ch  yea r ,  they assumed th e  
shape  o f sa lm on  and  trave lled across 
th e  ocean to th e  s t re am s and  r ive rs  th a t  
t e longed to the  T l i n g i t .  A s long  as 
th e i r  bones were re tu rned  to th e  w a te r ,  
th e  sa lm on  wou ld  come back. Because 
s a lm on  w e re  so a b u n d a n t  in th e i r  
s t re am s and  r ivers , th e  T l i n g i t  never 
developed a f irs t-s .i lmon ce rem ony , as 
d id o th e r  N o r th w e s t  Coas t I n d ia n s .  In  
f i r s t - sa lmon ce remonies , the In d ia n s  
w o r ld  g re e t  the first s a lm on  to a r r iv e  
as if it w e r e  a ch ie f  p ay ing  a ;it, and  
add ress  speeches to it and  t h r ow  a pa rty  
for it.

T h e  T l i n g i t  wou ld  s tand  on  rocks 
in th e  s t re am s and  spear sa lm on  w i th  
spea rs  m ade f rom  cedar , o r  shoo t th em  
w i th  hows and  a r row s ,  or, d u r i n g  the 
w in te r ,  bu ild  w e ir s  and traps , o r  s h a r p ­
en s takes an d  set th em  in th e  mud of 
th e  flats so th a t  s a lm on  leap ing  rap id s  
wou ld  fall hack on  the stakes.
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'B e a u t i f u l  H a m i> C o t  
Wo«Jt>CM JigSAW  P u z z le s ’

Intncnloiy cut to Old or from 5-pty 
mahogany and penonabfod wilti 
interesting shapes and suhooenos 
Can or sond tot fioe nfofmaton

Elms Puzzlcf. Inc. [207) fttl*oloi 
P.O. Pox il? HArnuon, M E



Some of th e  sa lm on  they a te fresh, 
m o s t  o f  it th ey  smoked . T h e y  w e re  fond 
o f  s om e th in g  ca l led  s t in k h e ad s— sa lm ­
o n  head s  w ra pp ed  in skunk  cabbage and 
bu r ied  seve ra l d ays  in a ba rre l  be low the 
t id e  l ine .  T h e y  liked sa lm on  best ju s t  
be fo re  th e  fish s p aw ned ,  w h en  th ey  had 
used up most o f  th e i r  body fa t , so they 
w ou ld  d ry  be tte r .

W h a t  is ca l led  th e  seasona l r o u n d—  
th e  ac t iv i t ie s  o f  th e  ha rves t  th a t  beg in 
in the  s um m e r  and  co n t in u e  th r o u g h  
th e  cycle of th e  y e a r— sta r ts  in A n g o o n  
in  ea r ly  s um m e r ,  w i th  the a r r iv a l  of the 
s a lm on .  T h e  first to show  up in the 
w a te r s  a r o u n d  A n g o o n  is the sockeye, 
w h ic h  a r r iv e s  in m id - J u n e  o r  ea r ly  J u ly  
a n d  las ts in to  A u g u s t .  N e x t  to a r r iv e  is 
th e  p in k— also ca l led  the  hum pback  or 
th e  h um py ,  because of the g ro tesque 
c h a n g e s  th e  m a le  unde rgoe s  d u r i n g  
s p aw n in g .  W h e n  humpbacks  a r r iv e  at 
th e  fresh w a te r ,  the males look like 
n o rm a l  sa lm on ;  th e n  the bones in th e i r  
fo reh e ad s  sp read  ap a r t  un t i l  th ey  are  
w id e r  by n t h i r d ,  and th e i r  snou ts  ge t 
lo n g e r  by tw o - th i r d s .  T h e  h um p s  th a t  
th ey  g r o w  on  t h e i r  backs increase th e i r  
h e ig h t  by a 'm o s t  a qua r te r .  T h e  dog  
s a lm on ,  a lso  -a i led  the c h um ,  fo l lows 
th e  p ink ,  a n d  a r r iv e s  in tw o  r u n s—  
s um m e r  d og s  in la te  J u n e  an d  fall dogs 
in  S ep tember .  T h e  coho show s  up  in 
A n g o o n  in la te  Sep tember.

T h e  r e tu r n  o f  the sa lm on  co inc ides 
w i t h  th a t  o f  c r e a tu r e s  t h a t  re ly  on  the 
s a lm on  fo r  food . C rab ,  h a l ib u t ,  seals, 
a n d  t rou t  r e t u r n  to  th e  bays to p rey  on 
t h e  sa lm on  th a t  have  fin ished sp aw n in g  
a n d  a re  d y in g ,  a n d  also on th e i r  eggs .

D u r i n g  th e  sun  ner and  up  un t i l  the 
first f ro s t ,  d e e r  live in the open m ead ­
ow s  above t h e  t im be rl ine .  Y o u  can  see 
th em  f rom  a d i s 'a n c e ,  d a rk  a g a in s t  the 
b a c k g ro u n d  o f g re en .  H u n te r s  reach 
th em  by b e a r  t ra i ls .  L a te  s um m e r  and 
in to  th e  fa l l is th e  time for th e  ha rves t 
o f  th im b le b e r r i e s ,  huck lebe rr ie s ,  sal- 
m on b e r r ie s ,  a n d  b lueberr ies . I n  O c t o ­
be r ,  the T l i n g i t  beg in t a k in g  seals. 
M o s t ly ,  th ey  g e t  th em  in th e  bays— on 
th e  rocks and  reefs  w h e re  th ey  re s t—  
an d  a t t h e  m o u th s  of sa lm on  s tre am s . 
M a n y  a r e  tak en  by ch ance  in th e  course 
o f  a dee r  t r ip .  By O c tobe r ,  deer have 
moved  to  th e  m uskeg s  an d  th e  low  
woods .  H u n t e r s  hope for sn ow  by the 
first o f  D e c em b e r  to force th em  dow n  
to  t h e  beaches . C lam s ,  cock les , g um  
boo ts ,  c h i t i n s ,  a n d  sen cu cum be rs  n . ik e  
u p  th e  w in t e r  ha rves t .  I n  th e  last of 
F e b ru a ry ,  D o l ly  V a rd en  t r o u t  a r r iv e  at 
th e  m o u th s  o f  th e  sa lmon s t re am s to
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feed on  th e  fry of the c h um  and  h um p ­
back s a lm on  leav ing , mostly  a t  n ig h t ,  
fo r  open w a te r .  I n  M a r c h ,  the h e r r in g  
r e t u r n  to spawn . T h e  T l i n g i t  cu t h em ­
lock b ran ches  and leave th em  in tiie 
w a te r  for the eggs of the h e r r in g  to 
co llec t o n ,  and  then eat th em . I n  A p r i l ,  
t h e  T l i n g i t  collect two kinds of sea­
w e ed— black  and red r ib bon— and  d ry  
it to use la te r  in s tews and , in the cas° 
of th e  b lack , to cook w i th  sa lm on  eggs. 
I n  M ay ,  w h en  the seals a re  h av in g  
th e i r  pups, the T l i n g i t  s top h u n t in g  
th em , an d  they d o n ’t s ta r t  a g a in  un t i l  
t h e  fall .

B each  l o g g in g  is ca r r ied  on t h r o u g h ­
o u t  th e  yea r .  Logs a re  lost in C h a t ­
h am  S t ra i t  from barges on  th e i r  w ay  
to a p u lp  c om pany ,  o r  th ey  float 
aw ay  f rom  log rafts , and  e i th e r  they 
d r i f t  in  to sho re  and  are found , o r  
som eone  in a boat ou t look ing  for th em  
th row s  a rope a round  one and  tows it 
to sho re .  L og s  found above the h ig h -  
w a te r  m a rk  w i th  the com pany  b rand  
a re  com p an y  prope rty  fo r  n in e ty  days. 
F i r ew o o d  f rom  logs th a t  have been left 
o n  th e  beach is seasoned and  con ta in s  
less p i tch  th a n  f re sh -cu t logs, and  t h a t
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is a n  ad v an ta g e ;  a lot of house fires s ta r t 
in p i tchy  ch im neys .

T H E  T l i n g i t  in A n goo n  do  no t 
rely on ly  on  cash and they do  not 
ba r te r .  T h e y  have w h a t  is ca lled a 

m ixed  economy: it relies on  cash to buy 
g u n s  and  f ish ing  g e a r  and  w ha tev e r  
else they need to keep th em  in the 
business o f  f ind ing  food. In  o rd e r  for it 
to w o rk ,  th e re  has to be a lo t of w i ld e r ­
ness a ro u n d  th em  to suppo rt the a n i ­
m a ls  they  re ly on . L a te ly ,  the m a in  
th re a t s  to th e  we lfa re  of the t o w n ’s 
economy have been lo gg in g  and  the 
p rom ise  o f  qu ick  cash . A  lot of the 
w oods  a ro u n d  o th e r  T l i n g i t  c om m un i ­
ties have been logg ed . T h e  In d ia n s  sold 
the  r ig h t s  an d  g o t  the money and 
b ou g h t  p ickup t rucks , and , for a w h i le ,  
seemed be tte r  off. O n e  reason A n g o o n  
has been ca l led  the last ou tpost of T l i n ­
g i t  c u l tu re  is th a t  the people w ho  live 
th e re  have he ld  on  to the ir  pre fe rence 
for fresh I n d i a n  food: th a t  m eans  they 
need the fores t , and fu r th e rm o re  th a t  
they  oppose lo g g in g .  T h e  T l i n g i t  have 
t rad i t io n a l ly  believed th a t  food can  be 
acqu i red  m u c h  fa s te r  th a n  money ,

an d  t h a t  g a th e r i n g  food provides cap ­
ita l fo r trade .

T h e  people of A n g o o n  could have 
m ad e  a lot of money  f rom  lo gg in g ,  and 
th ey  cou ld  have had  a n  a i rpo r t  and 
m o re  road s , but they d o n ’t sell the i r  
lan d  to ou ts iders .  W h i t e  people w ho  
have g o t  ho ld  of land a round  A n goo n  
have  usua lly  m an aged  to do it th r o u g h  
a co nn ec t io n  to th e  F o re s t  Service or 
som e o th e r  p a r t  o f  the g ov e rnm en t .  I t  
happen s  th a t  th e re  is a fair ly h igh 
tu r n o v e r  of teachers  in A n go on ,  and 
people in tow n say th a t  one reason is 
t h a t  th e  tow n  makes  it difficult for 
t e a che rs  to buy land  and  build houses 
th ey  can  sell la te r  at w h a te v e r  price a 
va c a t io n  house in A la sk a  wou ld  b r ing . 
I n  th is  way , the people who  live in 
A n g o o n  have kept the price of the ir  
l a n d  f rom  r is in g  beyond the ir  means . 
T h e y  have been able to do  so because of 
th e  A la sk a  N a t iv e  C la im s  Se tt lemen t 
A c t ,  pu t t h r o u g h  in 1971, w h ich  gave 
h o ld in g s  of land  to local co rpo ra t ions  
to m an ag e .  A n g o o n  has con tro l over a 
l i t t le  m o re  th an  th ir ty - f ive hun d red  
a c r e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t .  T h e  F o r e s t  
Serv ice con tro ls  th e  rest, and  it was  in
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th i s  p o r t io n  t h a t  w h i te  people were
som e t im e s  ab le  to  buy.

I t  is d iff icult fo r the T l i n g i t  in 
A n g o o n  to t h i n k  of the  land  as an asset 
f o r  profit ,  w h e n  th ey  have trad i t iona l ly  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  c a r e t a k e r s .  
T h e y  do n o t  l ik e  th e  idea of profit o r  
bus iness in c o n n e c t io n  w i th  the idea of 
l a n d .  “S t a n d i n g  on  the beach” is a 
T l i n g i t  p h ra se ,  a n d  w h en  they use it in 
d iscuss ions  ab ou t  land  and  about lo g ­
g i n g  w h a t  th ey  m ean  is th a t  they can 
lo o k  d ow n  th e  ro ad  a t  a fu tu re  based on 
l o g g i n g  an d  n o t  on ly  do they  see th em ­
selves lo s in g  t h e i r  h u n t i n g  g round s  but 
a lso  th ey  see th em se lves  dispossessed of 
w o rk ,  s t a n d in g  o n  the  beach, w a tch in g  
w h i t e  m en  a t  w o r k  in th e i r  forests.

T h e  T l i n g i t  feel th a t  they have lived 
p rope r ly  a n d  w i t h  success from  the land 
fo r  th o u sa n d s  o f  y ea rs .  T h e y  have nev ­
e r  h u n ted  th em se lv e s  ou t of a n y th ing .  
T h e  w h i t e  m an  show s up and it takes 
o n ly  a h u n d r e d  ye a r s  to have trouble 
w i t h  the  fo res ts  a n d  the g am e and the 
fish.

T h e  T l i n g i t  in  A n g o o n  know  tha t  
th ey  a re  p oo r  f rom  s topp ing  the lo g ­
g i n g .  I f  th ey  c a n ’t see it by com pa r ing

THE NEW YORKER
w h a t  th ey  ow n  and the com fo rts  they 
have  w i th  the  lives of the T l i n g i t  w ho  
have  p e rm i t ted  l o g g in g  and are now 
d r iv in g  p ickups , th en  those people tell 
t h em .  T h e  T l i n g i t  in Sitka like to tell 
t h e  ones in A n g o o n  th a t  they are  s tu ­
pid a n d  d o n ’t k n ow  how  to make m o n ­
ey. T h e  T l i n g i t  in A n goo n  k now  
th a t  if they  cu t the t imber the g am e 
w o u ld  leave. T h e y  have seen it h a p ­
pen in the  places on  the is land w h e re  
l o g g i n g  w en t  on  in past times. T h e  
fo re s t  g r ew  back too th ick : n o th in g  
c a n  move in it; g am e  shuns  the  area ; 
t h e  h u n t i n g  is wor th less . T h e y  see 
it in  th e  c om m un i t ie s  whe re  l o g g in g  
goe s  on  an d  the  w ind  blows ove r the 
ba ld ,  s c a r r e d -u p ,  emp ty  land . A n d  an y ­
w ay  th ey  w o n d e r  w h a t  wou ld  happen  
to the  ch i ld re n  bo rn  a f te r the forest 
w a s  gon e .

M o s t  of th e  m on ey  th a t  is m ade in 
A n g o o n  is m ad e  by fishermen fishing 
f r om  sm a l l  boa ts w i th  hand  tro l ls . I n  
1982 , th e re  w e re  five hun d red  and  s ix ­
teen people l iv ing  in town . T h e  school 
sy s tem  gave  jobs  to th i r ty  of th em — al­
m os t  all of th em  w h i te  people from 
ou ts id e  A n g o o n ,  W h a t e v e r  business

th e re  w as  in th e  t o w n — the s to re , for 
example , an d  the offices of the g ov e rn ­
m en t— gave  jobs to th i r ty  more . T h e  
s tore is expens ive and  the  meat is f ro ­
zen . T h e  m ajo r i ty  of th e  househo lds 
use be tween one and  fifteen deer  in the 
course o f  a year ; some use none ,  and 
some u s p  as m an y  as th i r ty .  N e a r ly  all 
the fam il ies  ea t shellf ish th a t  they dig 
fo r them se lves o r  buy from  ano th e r  
person in tow n  o r  t rade  fo r o r  accep t as 
a g if t . T h e  same goes fo r  fish f rom  the 
ocean— pa r t ic u la r ly  sa lm on  and  h a l i ­
but. I n  1986, n e a r ly  h a l f  the  people in 
A n g o o n  m ad e  less th a n  five thou sand  
do lla rs  fo r th e  yea r .  Some madp no 
money a t all .

T h e  dem ise of th e  f ish ing  fleet began 
w i th  the c lo s ing  of th e  c a nn e ry  at Hood 
Bay. T h e  c a n n e ry  w as  buil t  in the 
n in e te en - tw en t ie s ,  an d  was bou gh t  by 
the tow n  of A n g o o n  in 1947, and  in 
1961 it bu rned  up. N o  one knows 
exactly h ow  th e  fire s ta r ted ; the exp la ­
n a t io n  one  sometimes hears  is th a t  the 
in su rance  w ire s  g o t  hot. T h e  c anne ry  
b ough t  fish and  s to red boats a n d  len t  
money  fo r  repa i rs  and new  nets and 
food for tr ips , an d  a lso money  for
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f i sh e rm en ’s fu n e ra l s  and  doc to rs ’ bills. 
W h e n  it w e n t  o u t  of business, the 
f i sh e rm en  cou ld  sti l l  sell th e i r  fish at 
o th e r  cann e r ie s ,  bu t  th e re  were none 
c lose a t  h a n d ,  a n d  non e  th a t  gave them  
the s am e  favo rab le  t r e a tm en t .  By 1975, 
the A n g o o n  f ish ing  fleet included fou r­
teen boa ts , w h ic h  w e re  described in a 
B u reau  o f I n d i a n  A ffa i r s  repo rt as 
“d e te r i o r a t i n g ,” m a in ly  because the ir  
ow ne r s  w e re  unab le  to raise money to 
take c a re  of th em . I n  1974, A la ska  had 
begun  to c o n t ro l  the  n um be r  of fish ing 
boats in its w a te r s  by m eans  of pe rm its  
issued to  ow ne r s .  A  ce r ta in  number 
were g iv en  ou t ,  a n d  th en  the fishery’ 
w as  c lo sed .  M a n y  boa t ow ne r s  in 
A n g o o n  w h o  qualified for perm its  re ­
ceived th e i r s  an d  th en  sold them  for a 
few  th ou sa nd  do l la rs .  Some used the 
money  to buy sm a l le r  boats. Some sold 
the p e rm i ts  because they  needed the 
money , and  som e because they had 
g r o w n  t ired  o f  f i sh ing  and  all its new  
re s t r ic t ion s .  T h e y  had  begun to feel 
th a t  a l l  t h e i r  k n ow led g e  of places to 
find fish a n d  w h a t  they knew  about the 
land sc ap e  of th e  g r o u n d s  and about the 
seasons and  th e  m ig r a t io n s  came to 
m a t te r  n e x t  to n o th in g ,  because the 
n ew  w ay  of f ish ing , w h ich  was to open 
a fishery for a l im ited  am oun t  of time, 
d i d n ’t take  a n y  of those th in g s  in to 
a c coun t .  U n d e r  th is  n ew  prac tice , fish­
in g  seasons w e re  cal led open ings . T h e  
season cou ld  be as sho r t  as tw en ty - fou r  
hou rs ,  as is th e  case w i th  ha libut. U su ­
ally , th e r e  are  tw o ,  maybe th ree ha libu t 
o p e n in g s  a y e a r ,  w h ic h  gives a fisher­
m an  fo r ty - e ig h t  o r  seven ty - tw o  hou rs 
to m ak e  his y e a r ’s m on ey  on ha libut. 
A n o th e r  difficulty w i th  open ing s  is th a t  
it is no  lo n g e r  possible to make a l iv ing 
f rom  p u r s u in g  one k ind  of fish; you 
n ow  have  to p a r t ic ip a te  in  several k inds 
of f ish ing , n o t  o n ly  fo r  sa lmon hut for 
black cod , too , a n d  fo r ha libu t and 
w h a te v e r  else you  can  find th a t  is legal 
an d  th a t  w il l m ak e  you  some money in 
be tw een . T h e  p e rm i ts  these days are 
w o r th  m an y  t im es w h a t  the people in 
A n g o o n  g o t  for th em . A t  presen t , there 
a r e  on ly  th ree  pu rse  se ine rs  in A n go on ,  
one of w h ic h  b e long s  to a wh ite  m an 
w h o  has  m a r r ie d  in to  the  town .

O n  th e  f a r  end of the  beach , by the 
boat h a rb o r ,  are  th ree  de re l ic t  bo a ts— 
the  J u n i o r ,  th e  P a n  A la sk a ,  and  the 
M id n i g h t  Sun . S ickness o r  debt took 
th em  ou t of th e  fishery. M os t of the 
g lass  in the w in d ow s  of the ir  p i lo t­
houses is b roken . S now  dr if ts  on th e i r  
decks . T h e  tide wa lk s  in and out u n -
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th e  s am e  g o ld -p la te d  c lip  a s  the fam ou s  E u ro p e a n  lu x  
u r v  p e n s . T h e  exc lu sive  ce ram ic  w r it in g  t ip  p ro v id e s  
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J a c q u e s  C h i r a c ,  L o t h a r  d e  M a i z i e r e ,  

a n d  F e l i p e  G o n z a l e z  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  a  w o r d  w i t h  y o u .

I n  F r e n c h .  I n  G e r m a n .  A n d  i n  S p a n i s h .

N ow that you know the basics of a 
foreign language, join the thousands of 

business leaders, educators, profession­
als, and diplomats who are improving their 
language fluency and having fun with 
C h a m p s -E ly s e e s 1, S c h a u  in s  L a n d ‘. and 
P u e r t a  d e l  Sol® .

I n lively monthly editions, you'll mee 
famous chefs, fashion designers,Nobel 

laureates, actors and entertainers, even 
heads of state and royalty. You'll join in the 
fun at traditional festivals and celebrations, 
visit interesting towns and out-of-the-way 
places, and get a European perspective on 
the news.

Y ou'll even hear some of today's best 
European music—pop. \azz, and old 

favorites.
E ach 60-minute edition comes on an 

audio-cassette, accompanied by a 
word-for-word transcription of all the 
spoken segments and song lyrics To help 
you learn as you listen, difficult words and

phrases are highlighted in bold in the text 
and explained in a vocabulary section 
prepared by expert linguists.
L isten at home, while jogging, or on the 

way to work. You'll be amazed how 
quickly your language skills improve.

(hhmjyS'lh^e^

La F r a n c e  e n  c a s s e t t e s !
Whether it's monitoring the changing for­
tunes of France's political factions or 
counting calories with pastry chef Gaston 
Lenotre, top-rated French radio and televi­

sion personality Georges Lang serves up 
programs that are upbeat and endlessly 
fascinating.
—I 've s u b s c r ib e d  a s  a  m eans o f b  ushing up
on  my F rench  p rio r to travel an a  I've found
Champs-Elysees to b e  absolutely invaluable—I
only wish I'd h ad  som elh ng like this while I was
in schoo l! a i j q m ri

A M , Reno. Nevada

m im m * . f o r  f a s t e r  s e r v i c e . O R D E R  B Y  C R E D IT  C A R D  i '

D f  1 - 8 0 0 - E
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a u s  e r s t e r  H and ! 
With reunification now complete Ger­
many must deal with numerous domestic 
issues, as well as the challenges of Euro­
pean integration Join Axe' Fitzke and his 
team of correspondents as they provide 
continuing, nrst-hand accounts of the 
events shaping German-speaking Europe.
—[Schau ms Land) is p roving to  b e  the p e rfec t 
way to maintain and  improve my Germ an skills. 
The way you  c h oo se  differen t con tribu to rs is 
excellent S om e o f th e  d ia lec t is really  
challenging but th a t's  g rea t.

R.L.. Evergreen, Colorado

S u  p u e r ta  a l  m u n d o  liisp an ico . V « > v 
Host Inaki Gabilondo is undoubtedly 
Spain's most popular radio and television 
journalist. In programs that feature 
numerous interviews with policymakers 
and trendsetters, he explores the rich tradi­
tions and new directions in Spain and Latin 
America.
—I ex p ec te d  (Puerta del Sol] to b e  good : it is 
far be lter than I had h o p ed  Your materials, both 
tap e -reco rd ed  and  written, a r e  a  m agnificent 
accom plishm en t They com b in e  en te rta in ­
m en t with instruction on  a  w o rld -c lass level o f 
quality. Inaki G abilondo is th e  ep itom e of 
p e rfe c t p ronunciation a n d  style.

K P A lbuquerque. N ew  M e x ico

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
S u b s c r ib e  now a n d  r e c e iv e  11 m on th ly  
ed ition s, including th e  c o m b in e d  J u n e -  Ju ly  
is su e , fo r / u s i  S i  18 Or. try  5  e d it io n s  fo r 
$69 . If y o u  're  n o t c om p le te ly  s a t is f ie d  with 
y o u r  f irs t p ro g ram , c a ll fo r a  full r e fu n d

Send check or money order to Cluimps Elysoes. Inc 
Dept Y28 • Be* 158087 • Nnshvilln. TN 37215 

PLEASE RUSh ME MV FIRST EDITION Of 
Chjrvps Elysres French) f\jvrf,1 del Sc1 fSp.VOh)

. Sc*au ns Liirtri (Gutman)
5 editions ($69) II txMionr, i$118)
Study 5upplp">er” $20) Study nupp'ompnl |$**4)

flVPl'K^P SI "fi .fid ' 1.11st U l

N I • _____
AiM'Pt* .

U N  . _____________________ -  _____________________

Ask abou t our new  Italian program !
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T H E  S T A N H O P E ' S  LAVISH 
C H R I S T M A S  P A C K A G E

$ 0 * 7 5 0 *  In keeping with the spirit 
y  I  of the season, The Stanhope

is offering guests this spe- 
cial Christmas package. In 

addition, on Christmas Day. Tuesday, 
December 25, we will be preparing a 
traditional Christmas brunch for just 
$65 per person. Seatingsareat 12 noon, 
2:30 pm, *1:30 pm and 7 pm.
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de rn e a th  th em . T h e y  tow e r  above a 
person on  th e  beach . R aven s  s ta re  dow n 
from  th e i r  masts . T h e i r  ow ne rs  sit 
home and  w a tch  television .

FO U R  T l i n g i t  songs ,  th e  first sung  
at a feast fo r the  dead:
I alw ays com pare you to a drifting  

log w ith  iron nails in it. Let my 
b ro th e r float in, in th a t way. Let 
him float ashore on a good sandy 
beach.

I alw ays com pare you, my m other, to 
the sun passing behind the clouds. 
T h a t  is w hat makes the world 
dark .

A  song  s u n g  by w o l f  fam il ies on 
the ir  w ay  to a feast:

A ricii m an is com ing. Vour feelings 
you keep silen t.

W hen it is ended, th u s they  always 
say,
" I t  is all gone."

Song s u n g  to a ch ild  in h is  crad le :
L et me shoot a small bird for my 

younger b ro ther.
Let me spear a small tro u t for my 

sister.

Sung  on  the  w ay  to ja i l :
T hey  sound like how ling waives 

from here, everybody ju st begin­
ning to get d runk , and 1 b a re  to 
go aw ay.

T W E N T  ha lib u t f ish ing w i th  M a t t  
-C K ookesh .  T h e  open in g  w as  sched ­
uled to beg in  a t  noon  of th e  first day of 
M a y  and  las t tw e n ty - f o u r  hou rs .  I  took 
the sam e ro om  at th e  lodge , but ate all 
my mea ls  w i t h  M a t t  and  Jack ie .  M y  
first n ig h t ,  I  fo l lowed M a t t  in to  the 
ya rd  and  held the d oo r  of the smoke ­
house open w h i le  he cu t steaks from  a 
deer , and  w e  had  th em  w i th  beans and 
c a r ro t s  a n d ,  a f te rw a rd ,  b luebe rry  pie 
w i th  ice c re am . W e  d r a n k  some beer, 
an d  th en ,  because it w as  A p r i l ,  an d  not 
J a n u a r y ,  I w a lked hom e p ra c t ic in g  ii. 
my m ind  ly in g  d ow n  and  look ing  dead 
to a bear ,  an d  th en  I g o t  in bed an d  lay 
in th e  d a rk n e s s  l i s ten ing  to tw o  In d ia n  
w om en  ups ta i r s  on  the ba lcony  scream  
at each o th e r  abou t a m an  th a t  both of 
th em  were  see ing . O n e  was m ore  r e a ­
sonable t h a n  th e  o th e r ,  w h o  was close 
to hys te r ica l ,  an d  w h o  sa id , “ I ’ll kill 
you if you  d o n ’t s tay  aw ay ,” and  I 
wa i ted  for th e  g u n sh o t ,  and  th en  the 
two of th em  s ta r ted  c ry ing  an d  the 
more rea son ab le  one left.

T h e  n e x t  m o r n in g ,  M a t t  w en t  to see 
if he could find any m o re  oc topus in the 
rocks on  th e  beach a lo n g  th e  s t ra i t ,  and 
J a ck ie  a n d  N ik o la i  and  I w en t w ith  
h im . M a t t  h ad  an  oc topus  hook made

H e r e ' s  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  little 

s e c r e t  i n  A m e r i c a !
We know of two sun drenched islands 
off the southwest coasl of Florida.

SA N IB EL  & CAPTIVA
Here you'll find natural 

beaches, exotic shells, tropical 
wildlife, bicycle trails, charming 
shops, golf and tennis, great 
fishing, and places to stay 
that arc remote and 
idyllic.

Sound wonderful? -  
It is, and what's^ 

best is that you can 
enjoy your vacation 
in a fully equipped 
condominium (not 
a stuffy motel room) 
with all the comforts of home.
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SPECIAL DISCOUNTED RATES
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V A C A T I O N  R E N T A L S
P r is c i l la  M u rp h y  R e a lly , In c .

P.O. Box 5 • Sanibel Island , Florida 33957

THE TRAVEL REVIEW ; :
Travel w rit in g  a t its  best. 

Margaret Drabble Wallace Stcgncr 
Jcane Kirkpatrick Margaret Atwood 

Bimonthly new sletter— (8 pages—S20/year 
Box did. Glen Echo MD 208)2: (301) 229-7567
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A u livn un  w ith your name in 
Ancient Egyptian H ieroglyphics
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of a steel rod  taken  f rom  a box sp r ing .  
I t  was a b ou t  as ta l l  as he was, and ha t 
a s h a rp  filed hook  tu rn ed  up ha lf  a foot 
a t  one end . W e  w a lk ed  past the A ssem ­
bly of G o d  c h u r c h  and  d ow n  the em ­
b ankm en t to  th e  beach and  stopped to 
w a tc h  som e duck s  a r r o w in g  tow a rd  the 
s t ra i t .  B es ide us  in th e  woods w e re  birds 
th a t  m ad e  s o und s  like police whist les . 
I n  J u n e a u ,  w h e r e  I had s topped on  my 
way to A n g o o n ,  I had  w a lked  in the  
woods , a n d  th e  people th e re ,  b low ing  
wh is t le s  to a le r t  the  bears, m ade it 
sound  as if baske tba ll g am es  w ere  be ing  
played a l l ov e r  th e  forest . W e  walked 
a lon g  the  beach  tow a rd  th e  small wh i te  
crosses in th e  g r a v ey a rd  at the end of 
the po in t ,  J a c k ie  an d  I  c a r ry in g  emp ty  
buckets t h a t  j o i n t  com pound  had come 
in, an d  J a c k ie  a lso c a r r y in g  N iko la i  on 
he r  back . M a t t  w a lked  a lo n g  the edge  
of th e  w a t e r  a n d  somet im es in to  it, 
beyond th e  t ide , w o r k in g  his hook in to 
holes be tw een  th e  rocks.

C h a t h a m  S t r a i t  w a s  fiat as a m ir ro r .  
Someone h a d  w o rk ed  th e  beach a  few 
tides e a r l i e r ,  M a t t  found  a couple of 
ten tac les  le f t  b eh ind  on  the rocks, so he 
wonde red  if he  w a s n ’t w a s t in g  his time.
I  d id n ’t have th e  r i g h t  shoes for the 
w a te r ,  so I  s tayed on  th e  beach and 
g a th e re d  red r ibbon seaweed off the 
rocks w i th  J a c k ie ,  a n d  w a tched  M a t t  
in the d i s ta n c e ,  ou t  a t  the  edge of the 
tide l ine , s t ick  h is  hook  in to  a hole an d  
je rk  it back  a n d  flip a n  oc topus up and  
in to th e  a i r  ove r h is  shou ld e r  wh i le  
J a ck ie  sa id ,  “ H e  go t  o n e .” I asked h im  
how  he  k il led  th em ,  an d  he said, “O ld -  
t im ers  w o u ld  t u r n  th e i r  heads inside 
out . N e w - t im e r s  like me figure they go t 
a head , so c lub  i t .”

O n  th e  w ay  back d ow n  the beach, we 
saw  F lo y d ,  o n e  of M a t t ’s b ro the rs ,  
p low ing  t ow a rd  the  ho r izo n  in a skiff. 
M a t t  sa id he  w as  on his w ay  to W h i t e  
Rock , an  oc to pu s  g r o u n d  ag a in s t  the 
shore of  C h i c h a g o f  I s la nd .

I w e n t  to th e  s to re  th en  for som e­
th in g  to  g o  w i th  o u r  lu n c h .  M a t t h ew  
F red  a n d  Bessie , his w ife , w e re  in 
there , a lo n g  w i th  the  O r th o d o x  pries t , 
w ho  had  com e ove r for the weekend 
and w a s  c a r r y i n g  on  a b less ing of the  
place. T h e  th r e e  of th em  and a couple 
o f  w om en  I k n ew  by s igh t ,  plus a 
w om an  w h o  w o rk ed  th e  cash reg is te r ,  
fo rmed a p rocess ion th a t  w en t up and  
d ow n  th e  a is les ,  s in g in g .  T h e  people 
s hopp ing  s tepped as ide for them . Bessie 
ca r r ied  ho ly  w a te r  in a p e anu t -b u t te r  
j a r .  T h e  pr ies t was dressed in a b lack 
robe w i th  em b ro id e red  wh i te  cuffs, an d

The G ra n d  P rize  w in n e r in o u r N a m e  Thai 
C a h o o n '  C o n te s t  is E llen K an n e r  C h o s e n  b y  
th e  a rtis t Irom  o v e r 10 ,0 0 0  en tr ie s , M s K an n e r  
a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  will e n io y  a n  ex c itin g  trip to  
b e au tilu l Ire land .

E veryone  a t  L a n d a u 's  th a n k s  H en ry  M artin 
a n d  The Irish E xpo rt B o a rd  lo r h e lp in g  to  
m ak e  th is p ro m o tio n  th e  t r e m e n d o u s  s u c c e s s  
th a t it w a s  Fo r a  c o m p le te  list o t  w inners, 
s e n d  a  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  s t a m p e d  e n v e lo p e  to

Landau, Dept. 99
t i n  N a s s a u  S tree t. P O  B ox  671, 
P r in c e to n , N J  0 8 5 4 2

PS ll Santa shops irom our catalog, 
shouidn I you'7

"Elves o u t. L e p r e c h a u n s  in. B u s in e s s  u p . M e e tin g  a d jo u rn e d . ''

A n d  T h e  W i n n e r  I s . . .

G i v e  t h e  g i f t  o f  M a i n e .

A  f r a g r a n t

B A L S A M  F I R  

W R E A T H

H andm ad e  holiday w rea th , f ra g ran t 
and  fresh  from  the woods su rro u nd in g  
B lue H ill, M aine. A dorned  w ith  cones 

and  crabapp lcs , w ith  a red ve lve tina bow  
and m easu rin g  app rox im ate ly  22" across 

thick. C ard w ith your m essage 
in a g if t package.

$ 2 5 .0 0  includes sh ip p in g . Deduct S I.00 each 
for orders of 25 o r more. UPS shipped anywhere 
in continental U.S. for delivery when you specify.
Please include recip ien t's street address for direct 
delivery. Your order and special instructions will be 
promptly acknowledged. All major credit cards accepted. 
C o lo r B rochure w ith o th er items available upon request.
We u ill gladly refund your purchase -price 
if this pi ft is not entirely pleasing.

T h e  C h r i s t m a s  G r e e n s  S h o p  Department « 6 .  hiuc i i i i i .  Maine m a m
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th ree tubs of h e r r in g  in the bow 
of M a t s u ’s w h a le r  and  the seine 
piled in the s tern . O n  the  way  
in, by D a n g e r  P o in t ,  a t  the e n ­
trance to the inlet , th ey  had 
passed k i l l e r  w h a le s .  F lo y d  
opened a beer and stood beside 
the boat, look ing  tired. H e r r in g  
is the o th e r  popu lar ha libu t bait . 
I t is f resher th an  oc topus u su ­
ally is, but no t as to u g h ,  so a 
person us ing it has to bait his 
lines m ore  th an  once. M a tsu  
said th a t  people s ta r ted  us ing  
o c to p u s  w h e n  h e r r i n g  g o t  
scarce. “T h e  bay used to bubble 
w ith  h e r r i n g ,” he sa id . “T h e  
ba it- f ish ing industry  deple ted it. 
N o  one t h o u g h t  about oc topus 
until h e r r in g  tu rned  ha rd  to 
g e t .”

M a t t  spen t  th e  a f t e r n o o n  
dye ing his leaders . A s  it h a p ­
pened, he had nylon leaders and  
co tton dye, so they tu rn ed  p ink , 
but th a t  d id n ’t bo the r  h im . H e  
had had a line sto len th e  year 
before and co u ld n ’t do a n y th in g  
about i t— since his w e re  w h i te  
and  so were those of th e  boat he 

• • b e l i e v e d  h a d  t a k e n  t h e m .
W h en e v e r  he left, I had to take

he w as  c a r r y in g  a n  O r th o d o x  cross , dock , t a lk in g  abou t places in th e  s tra i t  up a posit ion on  th e  deck to keep ofT the 
T h e y  c am e  to  a s top by the cake m ix e s  to pu t a set. I t  was abou t n in e - th i r ty ,  ravens and the crow s th a t  wou ld  l igh t 
an d  s a n g  “G o d  G r a n t  Y ou  M a n y  M a t t  hea ted w a te r  for the  dye, th en  in the r ig g in g ,  and ca lcu la te th e  t r i a n -  
Y e a r s ,” w h ic h  has  a c a l l -a nd - r e spon se  filled a ba it tub and  dumped in to  it fo r ty  g le  invo lv ing  th em  and  me and  the 
p a r t  to it b e tw een  h ig h  voices an d  low  hooks and leaders , w h ich  w e re  a t ta ched  oc topus in the bait tubs. M a t s u  sa l ted 
voices, b u t  s ince Bessie was the o n ly  to th e  clips th a t  jo in  th em  to the g r o u n d  his h e r r in g  to preserve it, th en  baited 
s o p rano  sh e  s a n g  th e  h ig h  pa r t  as a line . T h i s  a r r a n g em en t  of hook , line, hooks , us ing  the who le h e r r i n g  and  
solo. T h e  p rocess ion  w en t  upsta irs a n d  and  clip th e  f ishermen call a g a n g io n ,  c u t t i n g  the ex tra  off and toss ing  it in a 
th en  d ow n  in to  th e  basement, d u c k in g  w h ich  is p ronounced  “g a n - y e n ;” the  pile to use w hen  he ran ou t o f  who le  
th e i r  head s  to fit th r o u g h  the low  l ine ,  w i th  hooks a t ta ched , th ey  call a fish. He gave some h e r r in g  to M a t t ,  
d o o rw ay ,  and  s tepp in g  aside fo r  th e  skate . M a t t  was hop ing  the leaders W h i l e  they wo rked , Da l i  porpoises, 
c o nveyo r  be lt th a t  b ro u g h t  boxes up  wou ld  tu rn  red. O th e r  f ishermen had w h ich  are  abou t five feet lo ng  and  are 
f rom  s to r a g e .  A f t e r  they  finished, th e  begun  dye ing  th e i r  leaders in th e  belief b lack and w h i te ,  like k il le r w ha le s ,  fed 
w om an  w e n t  back to  th e  cash reg i s te r  it concea led th em  in the da rknes s  at the in the ha rbo r . C h a s in g  schools of h e r -  
an d  r a n g  up  my g roce r ie s  wh i le  th e  bo t tom  of the sea, but M a t t  had never r in g ,  they wou ld  b reak th e  w a te r  in
o th e rs  s a n g  a h ym n  by the doo r, a n d  dyed a n y th in g  before and  w a s n ’t su re r e g u la r  rhy thm s , look ing ,  w i th  the ir
th en  M a t t h e w  and  Bessie and  the p r ie s t  h ow  it w ou ld  go . M eanw h i l e ,  he de - fins r is ing and fa l l ing  in ha lf  c i .c les ,  
c l im bed  in to  M a t t h e w ’s pickup an d  cided th a t  the  t u r n  of the po in ts  on  the like slowly tu rn in g  saw blades, 
d rove  aw ay .  hooks he was u s ing  f rom  th e  yea r  A f te r  a wh ile , M a t s u  g o t  t i red  of

T h e  n e x t  m o r n in g ,  w e  had s o u r -  befo re was no t severe e n o u g h ,  so lie b a it ing .  “F is h in g  is s t a r t in g  to  tu r n
d o u g h  p ancak es ,  an d  th en  wc loaded took abou t five hund red  of th em  up the to wo rk , and  it h a sn ’t even s ta r ted  
bags  o f  o c topu s  from  the  freezer in to  a p ie r  to A lb e r t ’s w o rk shop , and , one y e t ,” he said. T o  fish in his w h a le r ,  
bait tub , a n d  s topped at the s to re  for hook  at •> t im e , pu t th em  in th e  vise and  M a ts u  goes out the n ig h t  before the 
some dye M a t t  h a d  o rde red ,  and w e n t  bent tb e  po in ts  back tow a rd  the shank s  op en ing  to C h a ik  Bay, w h e re  a lot of 
to th e  boa t .  M a t t  keeps his boat, th e  Sea and  h u n g  th em  on th e  edge of the sm al l  boats fish, and  takes th ree  cases 
D a n c e ,  a t  a dock  off the lodge; both th e  w o rkbench .  W h e n  he g o t  back, a ro u nd  o f beer, and parties w i th  th e  o th e r  
dock  and  th e  lodge be long  to his o ld e r  e leven, M a t s u  and  F loyd  w e re  ty ing  f ishermen, th en  sleeps on th e  beach and 
b r o th e r  A lb e r t ,  M e c h a n i c  M ik e ,  a up  at the end  of the pier, h a v in g  come wakes  up early . If it ra ins , he sleeps 
w h i t e  m an  w h o  fishes w i th  A lb e r t ,  a n d  f rom  H ood  Bay w ith  h e r r in g .  T h e y  u nd e r  a tree.
a m a n  f r om  tow n  n am eu  G a r f ie ld  had  gon e  o u t  at s ix and  m ade th ree  M a t t ’s c rew , L a r rv  K n u d so n  and 
G e o r g e  w e r e  s i t t in g  on  bait tubs on  th e  sets w i th  a beach seine, and  they had Bob Sch roeder , a rr ived late in the
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a f te rnoon  f rom  J u n e a u ,  b r in g in g  M a t t  
J r . ,  w h o  was r e t u r n in g  f rom  a schoo  
tr ip  to W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .C . L a r r y  is a 
c a rp en te r  in J u n e a u  and  lives w it l i  n 
T l i n g i t  w om an  w h om  Jack ie  g r ew  up 
w i th ,  a n d  Boh wo rk s  for F i s h  an t, 
G am e  in the J u n e a u  office. T h e y  hat 
crossed C h a th am  S tra i t  on Bolt’s boat 
and  w e re  la te , and M a t t  h a d n ’t been 
able to  raise th em  on the r ad io  all 
a f te rno on .  L a r r y  and  Bob a rc  in th e i r  
forties and  m ore  o r  less oppos ite  in 
every w ay . Bob is ta ll and L a r r y  i sn ’t. 
Bob lias a bea rd  and L a r r y  d o e sn ’t. Bob 
talks s low ly and  soberly , and  likes to 
make su re  everyone has h e a rd  every 
wo rd  lie has sa id , and  has an  a c a d em ic ’s 
sense o f  prec is ion  in his speech , and  
L a r r y  ta lks fast and  easily, a n d  la u g h s  
as m u ch  as he ta lks except w h e n  he is 
t i red , a n d  th en  he tu rn s  g r a v e .  Boh 
w o rk s  in s t reaks  and favors sys tems and  
the sho r te s t  w ay  from  one po in t  to 
a n o th e r ,  and L a r r y  is re len tle ss  an d  
dogged  and  in c l in ed  to pursue h is  c u r i ­
osity as m uch  as any  system. Boh is a 
n a tu ra l  tu to r  an d  L a r r y  a n a tu r a l  s t u ­
den t . B o th  of th em  are f u n n y  and  
w i l l i n g  to w o rk  very ha rd ,  a n d  th e  
opposite aspects of th e i r  n a tu re s  m ak e  
th em  to g e th e r  fo rm  a s t r o n g  c rew . 
L a r r y  is gu ile less  and co u r te ou s  a n d  
pr inc ip led . I t  troubles h im  th a t  by 
w o rk in g  fo r M a t t  he is t a k in g  a job  
from  someone in A n goo n ,  but M a t t  lias 
a l ready  tr ied severa l people in  tow n  and  
not ye t found  anyone  sa t is fac to ry ,  and  
his in ten t io n  in f ish ing is to  m ake 
money , no t to  be a b enefac to r  to th e  
tow n  excep t by sp end ing  t i ie re  the 
money  h e  makes . E v en  w ith  an  in v i ta ­
t ion , L a r r y  w i l l  not h u n t  on  is lands  
w h e re  he  know s th a t  T l i n g i t  r e s en t ­
m en t of w h i te  people h u n t in g  in t h e i r  
te r r i to ry  is h ig h .

T h a t  n ig h t ,  J ack ie  made l a s a g n a  for 
all of us, u s ing  sausage made f rom  deer. 
M a t t ,  J r . ,  said th a t  the quest ion  he go t  
asked most o f ten  in W a s h i n g t o n  w as  
w h e th e r  he lived in an  ig loo . A f te r  
d in n e r ,  a l l of M a t t  and J a c k i e ’s nieces 
and  n e ph ew s  came ovet to ce leb ra te  
N i k ’s b i r th d ay ,  an d  th e  house w a s  filled 
w i th  kids. L a r r y  and Bob slept on  B ob ’s 
boat. W h e n  I w en t  to bed, th e r e  w e re  
sti l l people d ow n  at the  dock , s t a n d in g  
a ro u n d  by th e i r  boats w i th  beer and  
c ig a re t te s  and ta lk in g  to one a n o th e r  in 
the da rkness .

WE  left at th ree the nex t  a f t e r ­
noon , h e ad ing  up the  in le t ,  th en  
a ro u nd  D a n g e r  Poin t and  in to  the

V
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! I s t ra i t ,  w i th  M a t t  s teer ing a hund red  

anti e ig h ty  degrees and the boa t d r i f t ­
ing  sou th  w i th  the tide. M a t t  had 
decided to spend the n ig h t  in K e lp  Bay, 
off B a ra n o f  Is land .

L a r r y  wo rked  at the c le an ing  table 
in the  m idd le of the deck, pass ing  a file 
ove r the po in t of each hook , th en  ba i t ­
in g  th em  and  us ing  his knife to cu t off 
the ends o f  th e  longest tentacles . F a c ­
ing  th e  s te rn  and ro l l ing  w i th  the 
swells , he looked like a m an  tak in g  
punche s .  T h e  swells came in pa irs , 
w i th  in te rva ls  of ca lm , as if p au s ing  to 
build them se lves  up; every fou r th  o r  
fifth one w as  abou t four feet, the sp ray 
washing: ac ross the deck and  th e  back 
of L a r r y ’s y e llow  slicker. O n  th e  deck, 
all you cou ld  hear  besides the  en g in e  
was the  hiss of  the wake and  the  scrape 
of th e  file. M a t t ,  J r . ,  slept in th e  cabin. 
Bob c leaned M a t t ’s pistol on the ga lley  
table , th en  pu t it back on the she lf  above 
the cab ine ts  for the dishes. M a t t  said 
th a t  some boa t owners  sho t the ha libu t 
as they cam e to the su rface— especially 
th e  ow . 'e r s  of smaller boa ts— because 
they  w e re  a f ra id  of the t roub le th e  big 
fish cou ld  cause . Sometimes, ou t on  the  
g ro u n d s ,  you h e a r  the pop across the 
w a te r  in the  darkness.

A f te r  we had been u nd e r  w ay  abou t 
I fo r ty - f iv e  m in u te s ,  th e  sw e l ls  rose 

h ig h e r  and  tu rn ed  to wh itecaps ,  and  it 
s ta r ted  to r a in .  A  capta in on  th e  rad io  
said a s to rm  was com ing  in f rom  the 
sou theas t ,  bu t M a t t  figured we wou ld  
a r r iv e  in K e lp  Bay belore the w o r s t  of 
it. T h e  on ly  way I know  no t to ge t 
seasick is to s tand  on deck in the a i r ,  so 
I  w a tch ed  L a r r y  w o rk  in the r a in  for a 
wh i le ,  an d  th en  the lower h a lf  of the 
m ou n ta in s  on B a rano f  s ta r ted  to come 
in to  v iew  ahead  th rough  the fog , and 
the co lo r  of the  shore began to c h an g e  
from  b lu e -g ray  to g reen , and  th en  I 
cou ld p ick ou t the single t ru nk s  of trees I 
am ong  th e  mass of the forest , and  th en  
I cou ld  see th e  wh ite  head of an eag le  
in th e  top of a spruce . j

M a t t  had  p lanned  to m oo r  in E c h o  
Cove , off N o r th  Po in t ,  but the w e a th e r  
was b low ing  across Kelp B ay , in to it, 
so he w en t  past Sou th Po in t an d  in to  a 
cove she l te red  by Pond I s la nd  w h ich  
was so p ro tec ted  th a t  com ing  in to  it 
w as like c o m in g  inside f rom  a s to rm  
and c lo s ing  the  door. A  boat ca l led th e  
Vu lcan  was a lready  there . I t  had an 
a lum in um  hull th a t  was sh iny  ag a in s t  
the w a te r .  T h r e e  men stood on  deck, 
b a i t in g  hooks , and  they d i d n ’t even 
look a t us. M a t t  moored abou t two
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h u n d re d  feet f r om  them , up ag a in s t  a 
w i ld e rn e s s  you  c o u ld n ’t see th r o u g h  the 
fog  and  ra in .

M a t t ,  J r . ,  w oke  up w i th  h is  h a i r  
s t i c k in g  o u t  in seve ra l d irec t ions . L a r r y  
fin ished s h a r p e n in g  and ba i t in g  hooks 
an d  co i l in g  th em  ca re fu l ly  in the bait 
tubs , so th ey  cou ld  be lif ted ou t quick ly 
a n d  one a t  a t im e  w i th o u t  ta n g l in g .  H e  
cam e in a n d  s lep t for a wh i le  a t the 
g a l le y  tab le oeside Bob, w ho ,  w e a r in g  
a n  A la sk a  D e p a r tm e n t  of F is h  and  
G a m e  h a t ,  w a s  r e a d in g  a n  a r t ic le  abou t 
b ea r  a t t a ck s  in  Sports Afield. M a t t  sat 
a t  th e  g a l l e y  tab le w i th  ch a r t s  spread 
befo re h im ,  s tu d y in g  places in the s t ra i t  
fo r  sets. Bob  sa id  it m ig h t  be a good 
idea to  p u t  s om eone  on  deck to wa tch  
th e  b ird s ,  bu t M a t t  said th e re  were no 
b ird s  in th a t  cove , and  I was  so s u r ­
prised t h a t  h e  w ou ld  know  som e th in g  
so specific a b o u t  a te r r i to ry  th a t  I  w en t 
ou ts id e  to ch eck ,  and  he was r ig h t .  
W h e n  I g o t  back  in , he was say ing  th a t  
l a s t  y e a r  he had  seen a b ear come dow n  
to th e  w a t e r  o n  P o n d  I s land  and  jum p  
in  and  sw im  th e  c h ann e l  to B a rano f .  
W e  sw u n g  a t a n c h o r ,  w i th  the ra in  on 
t h e  su r face  o f  th e  cove m ak in g  small 
p op p in g  c irc le s ,  w h ich  expanded  in to

r in g s  th e  size ol d in n e r  plates and 
d isappeared .  O y s te rc a tc h e r s  crossed the 
cove be tween th e  tw o  boats, a long  w ith  
seve ra l small du c k s  of a k ind called 
bu t te rb a l l .

T h a t  n ig h t ,  we a te  deer  s tew and 
c r a n b e r r y  m u ff in s  t h a t  J a c k ie  had 
made . T h e  s tew  was so hot it s teamed 
up  th e  w in dow s .  T h e  ga lley table c o n ­
ve r t s  in to  a bed, w h i c h  I shared  w ith  
L a r r y .  T h e  bed w as  a piece of good 
f o r tu n e  fo r me, s ince  I had expected to 
s leep on  the floor. W h e n  we g o t  in to it, 
I  cou ld  see the  l i g h t s  on  the deck of the 
V u lc an  and  th e  m en  sti ll b a i t ing ,  but 
n ow  also d r i n k in g  beer. I heard  the 
w a te r  lapp ing  a g a in s t  the hull and felt 
th e  ro ck in g  of the  boa t and heard  the  
ga s  h is s ing  in th e  pilo t l ig h t  in the 
s tove and  the c l ic k in g  of the ra in  on 
th e  roof , and th e n  I w as asleep. T h e n  
som eone  on  th e  rad io  was ca l l in g  the 
Sea D an ce ,  and  t h a t  woke everyone up , 
a n d  it tu rn ed  o u t  to be th e  sh ip - to - sho re  
o p e r a to r  on b eha l f  of Bob 's  w ife . H e  
ta lked  to h e r ,  fo r  pr ivacy , in some 
fo re ign  l a n g u a g e ;  la te r ,  I asked h im  if 
it w a s  Span ish ,  an d  he said it was 
N epa l i .  I s lep t a g a in  for a w h i le ,  and 
th en  Gar f ie ld  G e o r g e  called and  said

he w as  ou t  in th e  s t ra i t  an d  w an ted  to 
k now  w h e re  M a t t  was ancho red .  G a r ­
field had  no r a d a r  and needed to know  
how  to find the cove. M a t t  ta lked h im  
in, and  he moored be-ide us. T h e n  I 
tr ied to sleep some more ,  but L a r r y  had 
a w ay  o f s n o r in g  th a t  was m ore  like 
a se izu re  th a n  a snore , and  I th in k  I 
h a d  j u s t  ab ou t  fa l len  as leep w hen  
M a t t  cam e th ro u g h  th e  ga lley  at five- 
th i r ty ,  s ay ing ,  “Y ou  guvs d o n ’t have 
to  ge t u p .” Bob came in and  said th a t  
he  had  d ream ed  abou t bear a t tacks . 
M a t t  m ad e  eggs and  bacon and  toast 
an d  coffee and  the re  w e re  m ore  m u f ­
fins, an d  Garf ie ld  came over and  had  
b reak fas t w i th  us. He had ea rn ed  ev­
e ry o n e ’s r e g a rd  for c ro ss ing  the s tra i t  
a t  n ig h t ,  w i th  no r a d a r ,  and in some 
w e a th e r .  T h e n  L a r r y  and M a t t ,  J r . ,  
an d  Bob w en t  to w o rk  ba it in g  the rest 
o f  the  hooks  w ith  h e r r in g ,  and  some­
w h e re  a ro u n d  n in e - th i r ty  the c rew  of 
th e  V u lc an ,  w h o  had finished ba it in g  
th e  n i g h t  before , appeared on deck, 
y a w n in g  an d  tak in g  leaks over the 
g unw a le s .

M a t t  p lan ned  to lay dow n first the 
sets fo r  w h ic h  the re  wou ld  be the most 
c om pe t i t io n ,  and  to save his o the rs ,
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w h ic h  w e re  sec re t  and  specu la t ive . 
M a in ly ,  they w e re  ones he had once 
w a tch ed  a c ap ta in  f rom  J u n e a u  prosper 
w i th .  T h a t  c ap ta in  was especially a g ­
gressive and the  o th e r  fishermen tended 
to be afra id  o f  h im , so everyone gave 
h im  p len ty o f  room  to w o rk  in. He 
had late ly been in a c a r  acc iden t ,  and 
M a t t  k n ew  he w o u ld n ’t be ou t for the 
o p en ing .

By th e  t im e we lef t th e  cove, a round  
ten , o th e r  boats w e re  s h ow in g  up on the 
ho r izo n . T h r o u g h  his b inocu la rs  M a t t  
cou ld  see th a t  one of th em  was A lber t ,  
and  th a t  he was s i t t in g  r ig h t  in the 
m idd le  of th e  set M a t t  hoped to make 
first. H e  picked a n o th e r  and  began to 
t race its rou te  s low ly , to let th e  o th e r  
boats kn ow  his in ten t ions .

S andh i l l  c ran es  flew over us and 
across the  s t ra i t ,  g e t t in g  sm a l le r  and 
sm a l le r ,  un t i l  th ey  looked like p e r fo ra ­
t ions  on  a l ine  s ay ing  “T e a r  H e re .”

A t  t e n - th i r ty ,  th e  Sa ilo r , f rom  Sitka, 
show ed  up , t ow in g  a raft . She circled 
us wh i le  the cap ta in ,  w h o  was white , 
ca l led ou t to ask if we had seen the St. 
Pe te r ,  th e  boa t b e lo n g in g  to the cap ta in  
w h o  had  been in  th e  c a r  acc iden t; he 
was w o n d e r in g  w h e th e r  it was safe 
to set in th e  a rea .  T h e n  he said th a t  
he p lanned  to set ou ts ide the is land, 
in the  s t ra i t ,  w h ich  w as  also whe re  
M a t t  h ad  th o u g h t  of go in g .  T h e  h o r i -  I 
zo n  began  to be h ig h l ig h te d  by boats, 
l ike p ins  on a m ap .  W e  spen t the rest 
of the m o rn in g  po in ted  a t a r idge 
on Pond  I s la n d ,  w i th  the Sa i lo r  off ou r 
s ta rboa rd  bow , po in ted  in th e  same I 
d irec t io n .

D u ck s  g ra z ed  the su r face  of the bay. 
T h e  c louds lif ted off the lops of the 
m oun ta in s .  T h e  w ind  stood a t fifteen 
kno ts .  M a t t  w en t  in beh ind th e  Sailor , 
h o p in g  to push h im  to declare his in ­
ten tions . G a rf ie ld  cam e on  the rad io  
and  said , “Look s  a l i t t le  c rowded  out 
th e r e .” By now , th e re  w e re  boats at 
even in te rva ls  all th e  w ay  across the 
ho r izo n , G a rf ie ld  was h o ld in g  a place 
in ag a in s t  the is land . T h e  Sa i lo r  moved 
off tow a rd  K e lp  B ay , le av ing  room for 
M a t t  in th e  s t ra i t .  H e  stood on the 
flying b - idge , w a t c h in g  the o th e r  boats 
t h r o u g h  th e  glasses an d  hop ing  to pre­
serve h is  first tw o  sets.

T h e  buoy fo r  the  first skate went 
ove r the s te rn  precise ly at twelve . Bob 
an d  L a r r y  stood on  e i th e r  side of the i 
ska te  as it played ou t . T h e y  wo rked  as 
fast as they cou ld ,  c l ip p ing  a g ang io n  
to the ska te  every  tw en ty  o r  th i r ty  feet, 
th en  r e a c h in g  in to  th e  bait tub for a | [
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n ew  one . E a c h  ska te  is abou t s ix  h un ­
d red  feet lo n g ,  and  w h e r e  M a t t  was 
f ish ing ska tes g o  d ow n  ab ou t  e igh t  or 
n in e  h u n d re d  feet. O f f  th e  s te rn ,  an 
e l e p h an t  seal su r faced  and  w a tch ed  the 
l in e  g o in g  ou t .  A  set takes ab ou t  tw en ­
ty-f ive m in u te s  to comple te . M a t t  put 
o u t  fou r ,  t h e n  w en t  back to re tr ieve the 
first. In  f o rm e r  times, w h en  a T l i n g i t  
d ropped  a h a l ib u t  hook ove r th e  side 
o f  his c anoe  he wou ld  say, “G o  r igh t 
to  th e  f i rep lace— hi t  th e  r ich  m an ’s 
d a u g h t e r . ”

C o l le c t in g  th e  set, M a t t  wo rked  the 
w in c h ,  b r i n g i n g  the  ska te  to th e  su r ­
face . He ben t ove r the s te rn  f rom  his 
w a is t ,  p e e r in g  in to  the  w a t e r  for the 
s t r i n g y  l i t t le  g a n g io n  an d  th e  hook 
w i th  o r  w i t h o u t  bait , o r  w i th  th e  fish. 
A  fish c o m in g  up g row s  b ig g e r  and 
ch an g e s  co lo r  an d  takes shape and 
com es  in to  focus; it looks like a pho to ­
g r a p h  a s s um in g  its fo rm  in a develop­
in g  t ray . W h e n  a hook  cam e up w i th ­
o u t  a fish, M a t t ,  J r . ,  s t a n d in g  beside his 
f a th e r ,  w o u ld  rem ove  th e  g a n g io n  and 
h a n g  it f rom  a cab le  r u n n i n g  at shou l­
d e r  h e ig h t  above the g u nw a le s .  W h e n  
he had a fish, he  wou ld  g r a b  the  cable 
a n d  yell “ F i s h ! ” an d  s tee r  the  fish
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a ro u n d  to th e  side and  c lub it be tween 
th e  eyes, a n d  th e  fish wou ld  shudde r  
an d  th e n  you  cou ld  see it g o  b lank , and  
th en  L a r r y  o r  Boh wou ld  ga ff  it and 
w re s t le  it o n to  th e  deck . T h e  la rge s t  of 
th e  fish w e re  abou t  five feet long and 
w e ig h ed  ab ou t  a hun d red  and  fifty 
pound s ,  an d  d id  no t a lw ays come over 
th e  s ide on  th e  first try . L a r r y  and  Boh 
hois ted th em  o n to  th e  table in the 
m idd le  of th e  deck , c leaned th em , and 
t h r ew  th em  in to  the  hold , w h ich  had 
ice in it . Som e t im es ,  w h en  th e  fish were 
rea l ly  c o m in g  in, th e  two of th em  go t  
as m an y  as e i g h t  fish beh ind ,  and  some­
t imes th e re  w e re  lulls w i th  no c le an ing  
to do . T h e n  th ey  wou ld  take ou t the 
hose an d  w a sh  th e  sl ime and  the  blood 
off th e  tab le an d  the  deck and  off the ir  
s l i c k e r s .  T h e y  w o rk e d  w i th  s h a rp  
knives , as th e  boa t rocked in ' lie  swells , 
and  w i th  th e  flat, s l ippery bodies of the 
fish l ike  ca rp e ts  u n d e r  th e ir  feet, but no 
one g o t  cu t.  O n c e  M a t t  had s ta r ted  to 
fish, th e r e  w e re  no  breaks. A nyone  with 
a few  m om en ts  free could w an d e r  in to 
the g a l le y  an d  g e t  som e th in g  to eat or 
some coffee, bu t the f ish ing w en t  on 
t h r o u g h o u t  th e  n ig h t  and  the nex t 
m o rn in g .  I n  a d d i t io n  to ha libu t ,  black

and g r ay  cod took th e  ba it ,  and  so did 
rays, ami ye lloweye , w h o s e  eyes bulge 
ou t from the tr ip  to the su r face , and 
sometimes tu rbo t ,  a n d  a rockfish called 
an  idiot, w h ich  w as  the  f luo rescen t- red  
co lo r of a na il polish and  was w o r th  a 
do l la r  a pound . Som e t im es  sand fleas 
wou ld  have g o t  to th e  fish first, and all 
th a t  came up was a p o r t io n  of the head 
a t ta ched  to the hook , and  th e  spine w ith  
the bones s t ick ing  ou t ,  a n d  sand  fleas 
d ropp ing  off it t h a t  w e re  the  co lo r  and 
shape of g r a in s  of rice.

T h e  sets a l t e rn a te d  good  and  bad 
t h r o u g h o u t  the n ig h t .  F o r  a t ime, it 
wou ld  look as if M a t t  had  s t ru ck  it 
r i c h ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e r e  w o u ld  be a 
d ro u g h t .  O n e  set c am e up w i th  on ly  
one o r  two fish. E v e ry o n e  wo rked  
s teadily ; to s top w ou ld  he to a c k n ow l­
edge the co ld and  th e  quan t i t ie s  of 
w a te r  th a t  had soaked t h r o u g h  the cuffs 
of th e i r  g loves a n d  d ow n  the necks 
of th e i r  s lickers . T h e  sun  rose, bu t no 
one really no ticed . M a t t  qu it a ro u nd  
eleven. H e  considered  d o in g  one m e re  
set, but t h o u g h t  he p robab ly  w o u ld n ’t 
be able to ge t it o u t  of the  w a te r  in 
time, and d id n ’t w a n t  to r isk t r o u ­
ble w i th  F ish  and G a m e ,  so gave it
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A LA SK A  STA TE L E G IS L A T U R E

T H E  B O M B A R D M E N T  O F  A N G O O N

October 26, is a day of r e m e m b r a n c e  for the Tlingit Indians of 

Angoon, Alaska. It is the day that U.S. military forces totally 

destroyed the village in 1882.

Events which led to the destruction of their tribal houses, winter 

food supply, canoes, and the deaths of six children have been 

attributed to a grave misunderstanding between cultures, 

complicated by a language barrier.

Billy Jones, w h o  w a s  13 on that fateful day, would r e m e m b e r  it 

decades later as “the day w e  suffered from a crime that w a s  not 

c o m m i t t e d .”

It began on October 22, 1882, with the accidental death of Tith 

Klane, an A n g o o n  s h a m a n  employed as h e l m s m a n  by the Northwest 

Trading C o m p a n y  whaling operation. A  ha-poon gun fired at the 

whale accidentally exploded, killing Tith Klane. In accordance with 

their tribal laws, Tlingits ceased work to m o u r n  and prepare for the 

burial ceremony.

mailto:Senator_Jerry_Mackic@lcgis.statc.ak.us


Tlingit custom also required p a y m e n t  from the party responsible for 

the death of an Indian. Because of the s h a m a n’s high stature, they 

requested 200 blankets in compensation. T h e  superintendent of the 

whaling c o m p a n y  refused to pay and ordered villagers back to work.

W h e n  they instead continued their mourning and preparation for 

burial, he took the c o m p a n y’s tug to Sitka and reported to the Naval 

c o m m a n d e r  that the Indians were uprising and threatening the lives 

and property of whites.

N a v y  C o m m a n d e r  E.C. Merriman responded by gathering a military 

force from the Navy, Marine Corps and R e venue Marine Service (a 

forerunner of the U.S. Coast Guard), borrowing a revenue cutter and 

arming a civilian tug, and setting sail for Kootznahoo inlet behind 

Angoon.

W h e n  the fleet arrived three days after the death of Tith Klane, the 

people were peacefully gathering winter food. Merriman 

immediately took nine Indians captive. Determined to end the 

Tlingit custom of demanding compensation for a tribesman, he m a d e  

a counter d e m a n d  for 400 blankets by noon the next day. It is 

questionable whether his d e m a n d  w a s  understood, as Merriman did 

not bring an interpreter and villagers understood little English.



W h e n  only 81 blankets were delivered to him the next day, Merriman 

ordered his military forces to burn all storehouses containing the 

villagers’ winter food supply; gather, chop and burn the villagers’ 

canoes; and shell tribal houses. At no time did his attack force meet 

with resistance.

After the shelling stopped, Merriman landed marines and soldiers to 

burn the tribal houses. T h e  landing force first looted the houses of 

ceremonial dishes and hats, h a n d w o v e n  blankets and other valuables, 

then burned the rubble.

Six children suffocated in the smoke. It is not k n o w n  h o w  m a n y  

people died in the long winter that followed because they were 

deprived of shelter and food supply.

T h e  story is a grim reminder that misunderstandings and disrespect 

between cultures harbor the potential for h u m a n  tragedy. While 

there has been s o m e  small acknowledgment by the U.S. government 

that a grave injustice had occurred, a formal apology has never been 

offered to the people of Angoon. This absence prolongs feelings of 

indignity and  dishonor. A n  apology will bring closure to the tragedy 

and a final sense of reconciliation.


