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I would like to thank you for introducing HB 73, “ An Art extending the termination of the salmon 
marketing programs of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute and the marketing assessment, and 
providing for an effective date " I strongly support the passage of this Bill. Please feel free to use 
my letter as public testimony

In light of competition from the fanned salmon industry. Alaska's Salmon industry has. at least on 
the short term, lost much ground. We can accept this and do nothing about rt. or, we can get sman 
and attempt to design marketing programs to help us compete in tit is rapidly evolving marketplace 
This second option takes a bn of money as well as a uruSod and organized effort, like ASMI, to 
take the lead role.

The ASMI annual budget is over SI0,000.000 Processors make the largest conmbition 
(approximately 3.7M) to this budget with their 03% assessment on the value of all 'ishery 
resources purchased. Fishermen contribute slightly less, approximately 3 4M. with their 1% 
assessment on salmoa The Federal government matches 6 to 1 the 5550.000 appropriated by the 
State Legislature

Wo naed ASMI now more than we did 10 years ago when th«*re were very few farmed nsh on the 
market and Alaska's salmon was "long" This is not the case today We are now entering the ‘‘era 
of ASMI" We have invested m ASMI for over fifteen years, and ASMI, through rt successes and 
failures, has learned a lot about marketing salmon While global salmon supptv has doubled so has 
salmon consumption and much of this growth in consumption can be directly attributed to ASMI's 
marketing efforts It is important now that the State show unity with the rrdustrv and continue its 
support of the ASM! program

I need nrt emphasize the importance of this industry on the Alaskan economy It would be a 
disaster to allow legislators, who lack in understanding of the huge impacts of this industry, dictate 
policy which would permanently alter the wild salmon industries ‘ ability to compete Thank you 
for your tune

Taicu Smokeries 1

550 S o u th  F ran k lin  S tre e t
J u n e a u , AK 99601

(907) 463-4817
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March 18, 1998

The Honorable Bill Hudson 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol Room 108 
Juneau, AK 9980' °2

Dear Representati. Iudson:

The Cordova Chamber of Commerce is expressing its support for the funding of ASMI and 
extention of the 1% salmon hervester asseessment through the attached resolution.

Thank you for your consideration on these issues.

Seawan Gehlbach 
Executive Director

cc: Senator Lincoln
Repicsentative Kubina
Cordova District Fishermen United
ASMI

Sincerely.



CORDOVA CHAMBER OF COM M ERCE  
RESOLUTION  98-03

A RESOLUTION  URGING THE STATE OF ALASKA  TO  SUPPORT 
SEAFOOD M ARKETING EFFORTS

W HEREAS commercial fishing is a major industry within our region; and
W HEREAS, fisheries prices, specially salmon prices, are depressed causing economic 
damage to many Alaska residents and communities in traditional markets; and
W HEREAS, the State of Alaska has established vital marketing efforts that are working to 
reach new worldwide markets and to increase consumption in traditional markets; and
W H EREA S , the world supply of salmon is expanding, resulting in fierce competition for 
Alaska’s wild salmon products,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Cordova Chamber of Commerce of 
Cordova. Alaska urges the Governor of Alaska and the Alaska state Legislature to support 
seafood marketing efforts by:

-fully funding the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASMI);
-supporting the passage of legislation extending the 1% salmon harvester 

assessment for a salmon marketing programs at the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute,
Passed and approved by the Cordova Chamber of Commerce this the day of

rr. 1998.
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CITY OF KETCH! IF"*
RESOLUTION NO. 98-1903

A RESOLUTION URGING THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TO SUPPORT SEAFOOD MARKETING EFFORTS

WHEREAS, commercial fishing is a major industry within our region; and,

WHEREAS, fisheries prices, especially salmon prices are depressed causing 
economic damage to many Alaska residents and communities dependent on the industry; 
and,

WHEREAS, the State o f Alaska has established vital marketing efforts that are 
working to reach new worldwide markets and to increase consumption in traditional 
markets; and,

WHEREAS, the world supply o f  salmon is expanding, resulting in fierce 
competition for Alaska’ s wild salmon products,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED B Y  THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA, as follows:

Sccrion 1; The Council o f  the City o f Ketchikan urges the Governor o f  Alaska and the 
Alaska State Legislature support seafood marketing efforts by:

fu lly funding the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASM I); and,

supporting the passage o f  legislation extending the 1% salmon harvester 
assessment for salmon marketing programs at the Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute.

Section 2: This resolution shall be effective upon passage and approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 19th day o f March, 1998.

Bob Weinstein, Mayor

C ity  C le rk
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P.O. Box 1485, Kodiak, Alaska 99615 (907) 486-5557 FAX: (907) 486-7605

Representative Bill Hudson 
Alaska State Legislature 
Room 108 
Mail Stop 3100 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Representative Hudson.

Enclosed please find a resolution in support of continued funding for the Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute (ASMI). This resolution was adopted unanimously by the Board of 
Directors of the Kodiak Chamber of Commerce. This action was taken at its regularly 
scheduled meeting of February 23. 1998.

This resolution is in support of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute. Resolution 98- 
02-01 urges full funding for that organization. Additionally, it supports the passage of 
your legislation extending the one percent salmon harvester assessment for salmon 
marketing programs conducted by the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASMI). We 
believe that passage of House Bill 73 will accomplish these two goals.

The Board of Directors feel strongly about the need to maintain the economic viability of 
the ASMI. The Institute has many notable accomplishments to its credit over the past 
fifteen years. It is imperative that we find a mechanism by which to continue funding this 
organization. The ever faster changing conditions in the fishing industry mandate the 
need for a marketing organization such as ASMI.

Your assistance and sup port to assure the continued success of the Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute is sincerely appreciated.

Yours in economic prosperity.

Alan L. Schmitt 
President

pc: Senator Jerry Mackie 
Rep. Alan Austerman
Barbara Belknap, Executive Director ASMI 
John Sevier, Chairman of the Board, ASMI

D e d ic a t e d  t o  K a d ia k ’s  F u tu r e



KODIAK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
RESOLUTION 98-02-01

A resolution urging the State of Alaska to support seafood marketing efforts

WHEREAS, commercial fishing is a major industry within our region; and.

WHEREAS, fisheries prices, especially salmon prices, are depressed causing economic damage 
to many Alaska residents and communities dependent on the industry; and,

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has established vital marketing efforts that are working to 
reach new worldwide markets and to increase consumption in traditional markets; 
and.

WHEREAS, the world supply of salmon is expanding, resulting in fierce competition for 
Alaska's wild salmon products.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Kodiak Chamber
of Commerce urges the Governor of Alaska and the Alaska State Legislature to support seafood
marketing efforts by:

• fully funding the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASMI);
• supporting the passage of legislation extending the 1% salmon harvester assessment for 

salmon marketing programs at the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE KODIAK
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ON THIS___ 22rd___DAY OF FEBRUARY 1998.

Signed this day of February 1998.
Attest:

Alan L. Schmitt. President 
Kodiak Chamber of Commerce Kodiak Chamber o f  Commerce
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CORDOVA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
RESOLUTION 98-03

A RESOLUTION URGING THE STATE OF ALASKA TO SUPPORT 
SEAFOOD MARKETING EFFORTS

WHEREAS, commercial fishing is a major industry within our region; and

WHEREAS, fisheries prices, specially salmon prices, are depressed causing economic 
damage to many Alaska residents and communities in traditional markets; and

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has established vital marketing efforts that are working to 
reach new worldwide markets and to increase consumption in traditional markets; and

WHEREAS, the world supply of salmon is expanding, resulting in fierce competition for 
Alaska’s wild salmon products,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Cordova Chamber of Commerce of 
Cordova, Alaska urges the Governor of Alaska and the Alaska state Legislature to support 
seafood marketing efforts by:

-fully funding the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASMI);
-supporting the passage of legislation extending die 1% salmon harvester 

assessment for a salmon marketing programs at the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute.

Passed and approved by the Cordova Chamber of Commerce this the ..11. day of 
JCmdfc?, 1998.

TOTAL P .02



R E S O L U T IO N

A  R E S O L U T IO N  U R G I N G  TH E  STATE O r  A L A S K A  T O  S U P P O R T  S E A F O O D
M A R K E T I N G  E FFO R T S

W H E R E A S , c o m m e r c ia l  f is h in g  Is a  m a jo r  in d u s try  w ith in  o u r  r e g io n :  a n d .

W H E R E A S , f is h e r ie s  p r ic e s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  s a lm o n  p r ic e s ,  a r e  d e p r e s s e d
c a u s in g  e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e  t o  m a n y  A la s k a  r e s id e n ts  a n d  
c o m m u n it ie s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  in d u s try ;  a n d .

W H E R E A S , t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  h a s  e s t a b l is h e d  v ita l m a r k e t in g  e f fo r t s  t h a t  
a r e  w o r k in g  t o  r e a c h  n e w  w o r ld w id e  m a r k e t s  a n d  t o  in c r e a s e  
c o n s u m p t io n  in  v ra d it io n a )  m a r k e ts ;  a n d .

W H E R E A S , t h e  w o r ld  s u p p ly  o f  s a lm o n  is e x p a n d in g ,  r e s u lt in g  In t i e r c e  
c o m p e t i t io n  f o r  A la s k a ’s w i ld  s a lm o n  p r o d u c t s .

N O W .  T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t r / l  O fw M fr  u rg e s
t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  A la s k a  a n d  t h e  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  
s e a f o o d  m a r k e t in g  e f fo r ts  b y :

• fu lly  f u n d in g  t h e  A la s k a  S e a f o o d  M a r k e t in g  In s t itu te  ( A S M lj :

• s u p p o r t in g  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  le g is la t io n  e x t e n d in g  t h e  \%  s a lm o n  
h a r v e s t e r  a s s e s s m e n t  fo r  s a lm o n  m a r k e t in g  p r o g r a m s  a t  t h e  A la s k a  
S e a f o o d  M a r k e t in g  Institu te .

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  B Y  TH E  THIS
D A Y  O F  rtA N tfA ftY ' 1998. 0

m b e r  P r e s id e n t  C h a m b e r  E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c t o r
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Anchorage 'Star of the North 
Cham ber of Commerce

Anchorage C ham ber o f Commerce R eso lu tion  97/98-12 
In  Support o f M arketing  A laska's Sa lm on

WHEREAS, commercial fishing is a major industry within Alaska and fisheries prices, 
especially salmon, are depressed causing economic damage to many Alaska residents and 
communities dependent on the industry; and

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has established marketing efforts that are working to 
reach new worldwide markets and to increase consumption in traditional markets; and

WHEREAS, the world supply of salmon is expanding, resulting in fierce competition 
against Alaska's wild salmon products; and

WHEREAS, Alaska's commercial fishing industry previously approved a self-imposed 
assessment to financially support marketing of Alaska's salmon in the United States and 
throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, the salmon marketing assessment is set to sunset under state law and 
House Bill 73 will extend the assessment for tive years;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce 
Board Directors supports House Bill 73 or another bill that will extend the life of the 
assessment and that the funds collected from the assessment be spent to market Alaska's 
salmon.

Approved this 6th dav of March 1998.

441 West 5th Avenue. Suite 300. Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2309 (907) 272-2401 FAX (907) 272-4117
email: info@,unch»ragcchninhcr.org www.anclioragechamber.org

Founded 1915

http://www.anclioragechamber.org


ALASKA 
MUNICIPAL 
■ LEAGUE 217 Second Street. Suite 200 ■ Juneau, Alaska 99801 ■ Tel (907)586-1325, Fax (907)463-5480

January 21, 1997

The Honorable Bill Hudson JAN 2 7 1997
Alaska House of Representatives
Room 108 State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 998011182
Dear Representative Hudson:
Attached are the following resolutions passed for submission to the Alaska State
Legislature by the Alaska Municipal League at its recent annual meeting:
• Resolution 97-01, Urging the Adoption of the "Safe Communities” Program 

and Urging Support of Revenue Sharing Programs for Municipalities.
• Resolution 97-02, Urging Legislative Action on a Solution for Title 47.
• Resolution 97-03, Urging Full Support for the Alaska Regional Development 

Organization (ARDOR) Program.
• Resolution 97-04, Supporting Passage of a Bill Increasing State Taxes on 

Tobacco products.
• Resolution 97-06, In Support of Full Funding for the University of Alaska for 

Fiscal Year 1998.
• Resolution 97-07, Supporting Adequate Funding for Each Extended 

Campus of the University of Alaska.
• Resolution 97-08, Urging the Legislature and Governor to Support a 

Statutory Change Allowing the Department of Revenue to Collect Alcohol 
Use Taxes on Behalf of “Damp” Communities.

• Resolution 97-09, Supporting the Alaska State Waters Cod Fishing 
Program.___________________________________________ ___________ ____ —

• Resolution 97-10, Urging the State of Alaska to Increase Salmon Marketing 
Efforts.______________________________ ,_______________  _____________

• Resolution 97-11, Supporting Legislation to provide for the Conveyance of 
isolated Tracts of State Land to Boroughs and Unified Municipalities.

• Resolution 97-12, Urging Governor Knowles and the Legislature of the State 
of Alaska to Support the Earliest Possible Development of an Economically 
Viable Alaskan North Slope Gas Export Project.

• Resolution 97-14, Requesting the Governor, Legislature, and the Alaska 
State Department of Natural Resources to Continue Adjudication of Water 
Rights, Continue as the Custodian of the Program, and to Continue 
Maintenance of the Historical Water Rights Data Base.

• Resolution 97-15, Supporting Changes to the Power Cost Equalization 
Program.

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties



• Resolution 97-15, Supporting Changes to the Power Cost Equalization 
Program.

• Resolution 97-17, Urging Full Support of the Alaska Marine Highway 
Operation and Continued Progress Toward Construction of the Ocean Class 
Vessel.

• Resolution 97-18, Urging the State of Alaska to Develop a State Highway 
System.

I hope we can count on your support on these issues; I assure you that members 
of the Alaska Municipal League are ready to help in any way we can. If you 
have questions, you may contact me directly at 364-2154 or through the Alaska 
Municipal League at 586-1325.

Thank you.

Janua ry 22,1997
Page  two

Sincerely,

Rosemary Hagevig 
President

Enclosure as stated

P : c t . r e s . s t a t e l e g i s l



L A K E  a n d  p e n i n s u l a  A I R L I N E S

February 17, 1997

House Special Com m ittee on Fisheries 
Attn; Chairm an Rep. Alan Austerman

Re; House Bill 73 - 1% renewal to 2003 

D ear Rep. Austerman;

As a fisherman in Bristol Bay to r tbe last 30 years and with all of our immediate 
and extended fam ily involved in both the salmon fishery and herring firhen  , 1 (w«) b.nva 
real concern regarding our future.

Like any other industry we must market aggressi velv if  we are to protect the Alaska 
industry from encroachm ent by every other protein source, especially farmed salmon.

M arketing is mostly a long term effort and results come only as we are consistent 
and aggressive industry wide, in presenting nnr products

Over the last three years ASMI has become an exceptional organization in the 
m arketing arena. ASMI has a marketing plan and works the plan very aggressively.

On behalf o f the m any members of my fam ily who are fishers in Bristol Bay and on 
behalf o f m any fishers in the 'I_akc Country" who may never contact you, I urge \ on to 
support H.B. #73. Please allow us as an industry to do w hat the Legislature m ust 
eventually expect of every other industry in the state. Assess ourselves \% to market and 
promote the well being of the Alaska Seafood Industry.

Thank vou for your consideration o f mv voice vote.* • •

Sincerely,

David W ilder

3 3 23 0*v tu*k I’m  l l rw iuK » ! jA .  3 • r i , (907) 73 1 -22 28p a ^



Re: 1% Sa lm on  Tax 
D ear Rep. Hudson,
I am  a commercial fisherm en in  B ris to l Bay. I am  writing you  in s u p p o r t  o f 
leg islation to continue the 1% m arketing tax  on sa lm on.
I have worked with m arketing sa lm on in the Lower 4 8  and have witnessed the 
increase o f sa les o f sa lm on in grocery stores because o f the efforts o f ASMI.
ASMI nc / has a very competent and personab le new d irector in B a rb a ra  Be lknap! I 
am  confident tha t she w ill be ab le to w ork with the ASMI Board  and bring about 
some necessary changes in m arketing strategies. Bu t. she needs you r and ou r 
support to do this, as well as the help o f the 1% tax to provide he r with a  p rogram  
budget.
W ith the erosion  o f the .Japanese yen and the increase o f farmed sa lm on effecting 
ou r m arkets, it is now more im portan t than  ever fo r fisherm en to suppor. the 1% tare 
to help promote sa lm on in the domestic m arket.
I hope tha t you  will be supportive o f ASMI and the 1% tax.
Thank you.

Tonr Huffer 
18207 Sanctuary  Drive 
Eagle i<iver, A laska 9 9 5 7 7  
Tel: 9 0 7 -6 9 4 -2 3 2 6

cc: Sen. Rick Halford 
Sen. Randy Phillips 
Rep. Fred Dyson 
Rep. VicKohring 
Rep. Pete Kott.

F e b ru a ry  17, 1998 r-r-D 0 crE B  2 5 1998

Representative B ill H udson 
State Capito l - Room  108 
Juneau , AK. 99801  1182
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Sponsor: Administrator 

CITY AND B OROUGH OF SI TKA 

RESOLUTION NO. 98-698

A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH 
OF SITKA, ALASKA URGING THE STATE OF ALASKA TO SUPPORT SEAFOOD

MARKETING EFFORTS

WHEREAS, commercial fishing is a major industry within our region; and

WHEREAS, Fisheries prices - especially salmon prices • are depressed, causing 
economic damage to many Alaska residents and communities 
dependent on the industry; and

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has established vital marketing efforts that are
working to reach new worldwide markets and to increase consumption 
in traditional markets; and

WHEREAS, the world supply of salmon is expanding, resulting in fierce competition 
for Alaska's wild salmon products:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Assembly of the City and Borough of 
Sitka. Alaska that the City & Borough of Sitka urges the Governor of Alaska and the Alaska 
State Legislature to support seafood marketing efforts by fully funding the Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute (ASMI);

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Assembly of the City and Borough of Sitka, Alaska 
on this 24m day of February, 1998.

ATTEST:
Stan J. Filler, Mayor

r ,

Ithy Hope Erickson 
Municipal Clerk
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February 18,1997

Representative Bill Hudson 
c/o House Resources Committee 
State Capital. Juneau, Alaska 9980)

Dear Representative Hudson,

1 would like this letter to show my support to the efforts you and Rop. Orusscndorf have made In the 
introduction of House Bill No. 73. You havo a very solid base of sometimes "quiet" support from tho 
commercial fishermen in the Southeast Alaska region. Ploaso, keep up tho good work!

I am a Ufe-long resident of Alaska and a full-time commercial fisherman. My family has been in the 
seafood industry in Alaska for over 65 years and wc hope to continue well into tho future in this dynamic 
industry. Many fishermen sometime* wonder as to tho best uso of tho assessments or whether there should 
bo en-essetament at all? My experience and judgment clearly indicate that marketing is the key to getting 
a stable demand for our resource.

I shutter to think of the consequences that would suffocate our already stressed industry if the assessments 
ire not continued into tho futuro and our sole marketing ability is severed. Without trying to dramatize 
the future without a marketing assessment, 1 surely feel the salmon industry mry collapse from within.
Our industry collectively has some substantial obstacles to hurdle, but without the marketing presence of 
an organization such as ASMI, (in the words ofmy8yr. old) we are doomed!

1 feel the successes that ASMI has msde on behalf of our industry are beyond dispute. It probably is the 
ono entity capable of keeping our processing and harvesting working together toward a market-driven 
industry which is tho only premise that our industry can survive under.

Any way, the vast majority of commercial fishermen in tins com vmlty definitely realize tho importance 
of marketing and tho future positive impact it will havo on our liv ..moods and the value of our industry to 
the entire slate of Alaska.

Again, thank you for your support of our industry needs.

John R. Swanson F/V l.ogan T (Salmon Seine, Halibut, Sablofisb, Roc Herring)
PO Box 1546 F/V Ruthie (Bristol Bay Salmon)
Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
Ph. & fox #(907) 772-3501

cc: Co-sponsor Representative Ben Grussendorf fax #907-465-2278 
Senator Robin Taylor, fax #907-465-3922 
Barbara Belknap, fax #907-465-5572
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page 2

Again I would l ik e  to ask what you can do to emphasize the need fo r  
matching funds from the State to  increase the ASMI Budget. What 
ASMI has accomplished w ith such a small budget is  a m ira c le , but 
m iracles don 't la s t  fo rever. The State o f A laska r e a lly  needs to 
focus i t s  a tten tion  on what can be done fo r  the su rv iv a l o f our 
f is h e r ie s .

Thank you fo r  your dedicated hard work that you are doing in  Juneau 
and your support fo r  HouBe B i l l  No. 73.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Cece lia  A. Angasan 
ASMI Board Member
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Representative Hudson 
State Legislature Office 
Juneau, Alaska 
Fax: 465-2273

Dear Representative Hudson,

Thank you for sponsoring House Bill 73, the ASMI 1% renewal to 2003. The 
renewal this year will save money, time and energy. The salmon industry needs the 
efforts of ASMI.

I am a 20+ year harvester and have not been making much money lately but 
feel without ASMI’s efforts, it would be even less. The raw fish tax to the state and 
communities is dependent on the value of salmon when it leaves the fishing vessels, 
the state should do all it can to keep that value up. I know for Cordova raw fish tax is 
essential for the city to survive. The fish tax revenues have gone down and our sales 
tax and property tax have increased, and budgets have been cut. It is easy to see how 
the value of salmon can directly relate to the education our children receive. ASMI’s 
efforts have a definite impact on ex-vessel value. I would rather pay more assessment 
than to loose the edge ASMI gives. To not be assessed would be much more costly, to 
the harvesters, to the communities and to the state.

Earlier this month at the Salmon Forum it became very obvious that ASMI is the 
only body the industry has in common. Every time there was an assignment or a need 
ASMI was the only entity that people thought of that could accomplish the goals. The 
industry is going through tough times but without ASMI we would be crippled!

I would like to ask that you also support the $518,000 that is in the Governor’s 
budget so that ASMI can receive the federal grant money from USDA to maintain their 
overseas marketing program.

The investment the state makes generates 13 times that dollar value for the 
marketing budget from federal and foreign contributions. That is a 1,306% return.
This does not include the contributions made by the communities and their citizens. 
When a French group came to Cordova the community had a potluck BBQ to welcome 
them. The owner of a cate donated the space. The fishermen pulled game (cherished 
by the French) out of their freezers and the processors donated fish. A family invited 
them into their home for a reception (they loved the idea of seeing how we live). The 
processors gave them tours of their facilities. The harvesters invited them on their 
boats. One year when a group was there during a fishing opener the fishermen 
welcomed them on their boats out fishing. The value of the fishery resource to the 
state and the citizens and the impact of the fisheries with such a snowball effect on 
coastal communities, I hope the overwhelming value of this program is recognized.

Thank you aga in for you r support.

Kathy Halgren 
Box 784
Cordova, Alaska 99574-0784
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Le roy  L. C abana 
0 1 0 0  Andover C ir. 
A nchorage AK 9 9 5 1 6  
P h  9 0 7 - 3 4 5 - 5 8 2 7  
fa x  9 0 7 - 3 4 5 - 2 1 9 0

R ep resena tive  B i l l H u d son  
F e b ru a ry  13 , 1 9 9 7

M r H ud son , I re c en tly  received a  m em o ra n d u m  on  H B  73  extending 
the 1%  m a rk e t in g  a sse ssm en t to J u n e  3 0 , 2 0 0 3 . I w ou ld  like  to 
th a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  tim e a n d  in te re s t in  sp on so rin g  H 3  73 . The 
sa lm on  in d u s try , indeed  a l l c om m erc ia l fish e rie s  in  A la ska  a re  m ore  
dependen t n ow  on  ASM I’s  m a rk e t in g  e ffo rt th a n  ever before. As a  
sa im on  fish e rm an  w ith 1 8  y e a rs  experience a s  a n  ow n e r/o p e ra to r o f  a  
se ine r, I h ave  w itnessed  a  com p le te  re v e rs a l o f  s a lm on  ha rvest and  
m a rk e t in g  op p o rtu n it ie s . In  the 7 0 ’s , we h ad  few  fish  and  m ore  
m a rk e ts  th a n  we cou ld  fill. W ith  fa rm ed  sa lm o n  p roduction  
in c reas in g  eve ry  y e a r and  the re c o rd  h a rv e s t o f  A la ska  sa lm on  in 
recen t y e a rs , ex is ting  m a rk e ts  c a n n o t ab so rb  ava ilab le  p roduction . It  
is u n lik e ly  we a s  a  s a lm on  in d u s try  w ill rem a in  econom ica lly  v iab le  in 
the lo n g  te rm  i f  fa rm ed  sa lm on  c on tin u e s  to aggressive ly m a rk e t an d  
in c rease  p ro d u c t io n  an d  o u r  re ac tion  Is to d iscon tin u e  ASM I’s 
fu nd in g . I k n ow  p rices a re  a t re c o rd  low s a n d  a  m o re  reasonab le  
reac tion  w ou ld  b e  in c reas in g  o u r  m a rk e t in g  a ssessm en t, no t 
e lim in a ting  o u r  m a rk e tin g  p ro g ram . 1 s tro n g ly  su p p o rt the 
m a rk e t in g  a s se ssm en t an d  app rec ia te  y o u r  tim e a n d  e ffo rt on  HB 73 .

S ince re ly ,

L e ro y  C ab a n a



Rose Heyano 
PO Box 1409 

Dillingham, Ah. 99576 
907-542-1053  

fax If 907-842-1355

February 9.1997

Representative Bill Hudson 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capirol
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182 via fax @465-2273

Dear Representative Hudson:

Thank yon for introducing HB 73 that would extend the 1% assessment for marketing 
programs initialed by the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute. Governor Tony Knowles 
appointed me to the be ud of directors of ASMI in October 1996. The two meetings I’ve 
attended since appointed has deariy shown me the importance of marketing Alaska salmon. 
Alaska's wild saimon is facing very stiff competition with farmed salmon in domestic as 
well as worid-wxdc markets. We roust continue our efforts to keep the market share wc 
currently have and strive to increase our salmon markets both domestically apd 
internationally.

I have been a commercial drift fisherpcrson iu Bristol Bay foe the past 20 years. We arc 
experiencing declining salmon prices which is directly attributed to the influx of fanned 
salmon. The days of our wild salmon selling itself is no longer. Wc must continue to 
design marketing programs to help us compete in this rapidly evolving market place.

The Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute is the marketing agency that needs to represent 
fisheipersons in the Stare of Alaska. ASMI needs fishermen's support as well as the 
State's. The Stare of Alaska needs to support the salmon industry by continuing to 
provide the 20% match thar ASMI needs to receive the US Dope of Agriculture’s export 
grant. Without the 1% fisher assessment and the State of Alaska’s match ASh^Ts 
marketing efforts would be sharply curtailed.

In the Bristol Bay region most fisheipersons fed that the 1% assessment bdps than very 
little since it can only be used for promoting and increasing domestic markets. Bristol Bay 
contributes dose to 37% of the entire assessment and thrir product is sold primarily in 
Japan. Realizing any benefit of the 1% assessment is not forthcoming. If you can add into 
HB 73 the change in the wording that would allow the 1% assessment to be used nationally 
as well aa internationally many fishermen would support the continuation of if.

Alaska’s salmon industry ls vital to Alaska’s ccooomy. We arc the largest employer in the 
State and provide revenue from the raw fish tax that pays for all aspects of the State 
government. In order for the salmon indusny to continue to play such a vital role in Alaska 
we must alt continue to support and promote the marketing of the product.



In closing I would like to emphasize the importance of supporting the ASMI program, the 
continuation of a 1% assessment used worldwide; and to encourage the legislatures to 
provide the match that the ASMI program needs for their export marketing grant. I strongly 
support the passage of this bill with the above mentioned changes and encourage our Stale 
legislator to do the same. Thank you for your time.

ccz Representative Ivan M. Ivan 
Representative Jeannette A. James 
Representative Cad E. Moses 
Representative Richard Foster
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February 18.1997

Representative Bill Hud ton 
do House Reiources Committee 
State Capital. Juneau, Alaska 99801

Deer Representative Hudscn,

1 would like thia letter to show my inppert to the efforts you and Rep. Orusaendorf havo made in the 
introduction of Houo Bill No. 73. You have a very solid base of sometime* "quiet” support from the 
commercial fishermen m the Southeast Alaska region. Please, keep up tho good work!

! am a life-long resident of Alaska end a lull-time commercial fisherman. My fkmily h u  been in the 
seafood industry in Alaska for over 65 years and wc hope to continue well into the fature in this dynamic 
industry. Many fishermen sometimes wonder as to the best uso of tho assessments or whether there should 
bo ait assessment at all? My experience and judgment dearly indicate that markoting is the key to getting 
a stable demand for our resource.

I shutter to think of the consequences that would suffocate our already stressed industry if the aarosnnems 
are not continued into the future and our sole marketing ability is severed. Without trying to dramaisc 
the future without a marketing assessment, 1 surety fed the salmon industry may collapse from within.
Our industry collectively has some substantial obstacles to hurillo, but without the marketing pretence of 
an organization such as ASMI, (in the words of my 8yr. old) we are doomtdl

I fed the successes that ASMI has made on behalf of our industry are beyond dispute. It probably Is the 
one entity capable of keeping our processing and harvesting working together toward a market-driven 
industry which ii tho only premise thit our industry can survive under.

Any way, tho vast majority of commercial fishermen in thia community definitely realize the importinct 
of marketing and tho future positive impact it will have on our livelihoods and the value of our industry to 
the endre state of Alaska.

Again, thank you for your support of our industry needs.

John R. Swansea F/V F.ocin T (Salmon Seine, Halibut, Sableflsh, Roe Herring)
PO Box 1546 F/V Ruthie (Bristol Bay Salmon)
Petersburg. Alaska 99833 
Ph. A flrx #(907) 772-3501

cc: Co-sponsor Representative Ben Orusaendorf fix II907-465-2271 
Senator Robin Taylor, fax *907-465-3922 
Barbara Belknap, fax *907-465-5572
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P E T E R S B U R G  C H A M B ER  O P  C O M M E R C E  ' ^ *
n E s o u m m  9 * * i

A Resolution of the Petersburg Chamber of Commerce urging the honorable 
Tony Knowles, Governor of Alaska State and the Alaska State Legislature to support 
the seafood marketing efforts of our State.

Whereas, commercial fishing is a major industry within our region; and

Whereas, the City of Petersburg’s local business and residential community is 
largely involved in the active production of seafood; and

Whereas, the economic well being of Petersburg is largely dependent upon 
the stability of prices and the increase of healthy markets for seafood; and

Whereas, the State of Alaska has established vital marketing efforts to 
increase consumption in traditional domestic markets

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
The Petersburg Chamber of Commerce requests that Alaska State 

continue its support of seafood marketing efforts by fully funding the Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute (ASMI)

Further, we request that the Governor urge and support the 
passage of legislation extending the 1% Salmon Harvester Assessment, for salmon 
marketing programs at the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute

Passed andApproved by the Petersburg Chamber of Commerce EJoard of Directors, 
this — day of 1998

John Baird /  Gerald A. Plank
President, Board of Directors Director
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Februar/ 6, ‘ 998
R e p re se n ta tiv e  Bill H u d so n  
C a p ito l  Bu ild ing, R o o m  08 
Ju n e a u . AK 998C1

D e a r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  H uason .

a m  w riting to  y o u  as  o  Ju n e a u  se a ?o o a  o rocesso r w h o  d e p e n d s  u p o n  th e  
m a rk e tin g  su p o o r i o f  th e  A la sk a  S e a fo o d  M a rke tin g  Institute. I su p p ort th e  
p a s s a g e  o f H o u se  Bill No. 73. e x te n d in g  th e  i%  sa lm on  m ark® ring assossm on ' that 
p ro v id e s  th e  m ojority o f  In® ‘u n e fn g  for d o m e s t ic  m arketin g  p ro g ram s o f the  
A la sk a  S e a fo o d  M a rk e tin g  institute.

The A lask a  s e a fo o d  m d osh y is a t a  crossroaas. E x p a n d in g  supp lies  a n d  
e o m o e t 't iv e  m ark e tin g  ac ro ss  the  g o b e  n a v e  c o u s e d  d e p re s s e d  p rice s  e n d  
e c o n o m ic  d a m a g e  to  m a n y  A laska  residents a n d  co m m u n itie s  w Ho c e p o r d  
u p o n  th e  industry.

It is net a n  e x a g g e ra t io n  to  say  that the  fa  lure to  pass this fax  will m e a n  th e  
d issolution o f th.9 A la sk a  S e a fo o d  M a rke tin g  Institute a n d , w ith  it, th e  strong  
m arke tin g  p r e s e n c e  A ias< a has in the m a rk e tp la ce .

The A la sk a  s e a fo o d  indust*\ is th e  n u m p -r  o n e  p riva te  e m p lo y e r  in A laska , 
g e n e ra t in g  re v e n u e s  s e c o n d  on ly  to th e  ci! industry M o re  th an  700 p - c c e i j in g  
fac ilities o f all sizes e p e n e 'e  in A laska, e m p lo y in g  nearly 70,CC0 full-tim e a n d  
se a so n a l w orkers. A lm os i 50.000 p e o p le  hor/esf fish c o m m e r c ia ly  in A laska  
a n n u a lly .

Than<  y o u  for y o u ' e ffo A s to  p ro te c t  the v o ic e  of  tne  n a u s v y  in w o rld  m arkets  b y  
m a in ta in in g  c u  m ark erin g  p ro g ram s for A laska  se a fo o d .

S incere l/ ,
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A l u l a  F l i h t r l f i  D t v t lo p m t a r  F o u o d i t fo n .  In c .

Rep. BUI Hudson February 6, 1998
State Capitol Room 108 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Rep. Hudson,

The Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute’s activities have directly resulted in millions of dollars 
of sales of Alaska salmon and other seafoood that probably would not otherwise have taken place.

ASMI’s programs open doors into seafood markets that many individual companies could not 
gain access to on their own.

For example: ASMI was a key player in gaining a contract with the USDA to purchase S14 
million worth of salmon products including nuggets and pouches for the school lunch program. ASMI 
single-handedly negotiated deals with several major hotel chains including Hilton, Hyatt and Westin, 
to serve Alaska seafood in their hotel restaurants throughout the country.

They also have negotiated similar deals with large restaurant chains like Skipper’s. This kind 
of grand-scale market development can only be accomplished by an organization like ASMI that 
represents the whole industry and the interests of the citizens of Alaska, who aie owners and stewards 
of the fish.

ASMI has held training seminars for top executive chefs at the Culinary Institute of America, 
and for three years has been training the nation's domestic chefs with their “Fishermen in the Stores" 
program. These efforts have eased Alaska salmon over one major hurdle: lots of people would cat 
more salmon if. they just knew how to cook it.

ASMI’s international market development efforts have increased exports to Europe and Asia, 
and most recently opened doors into markets in Spain, Taiwan and China.

Most importantly, ASMI has established a presence for Alaska seafood in the higltly 
compeutive world market. Without ASMJ’s efforts in this regard, producers of Alaska seafood would 
find it exceedingly difficult to gain visibility for their own products, and would be competing against 
each other for space in the world’s grocery stores.

I urge you most strongly to fully fund :he Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute, and to extend 
the 1 % salmon assessment for salmon marketing. Failure to extend the assessment will only provide 
a greater opportunity fo r ou r rom petititors to wallop us on the m arket.

Chris Mitchell 
Executive Director

W  W csi F ifth  Avenue, Sm ie  *100. Anchorage. A lw fc j. >W 01  <*M7) 2 7 6 -7 3 1 5  FAX (0 0 7 1 2 7 1  31S0
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ALASKA MARINE 
Hiss TRUCKING

•' ltd Ml V U '«>U "  A • ■ ; V! 1 &te»ar . *c;k< /i' l! '• .*?rn* '7%
F e b ru a ry  9 ,1998 •* ' - 7

Representative Oil) Hudson 
State Capitol Room 108 
Juneau, AK, 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hudson,

1 am writing concerning the importance of the contributions given to the Alaskan 
Seafood Industry by Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASMI). We at Alaska 
Marine Trucking recogni/.e the value of marketing. Wc feel the ASMI effort 
accomplishes goals vitnl to the development of new seafood commodities, along with 
continued support of well established seafood standards. As you know the seafood 
industry in Alaska has seen a great many changes in the elTort to remain 
competitive in a world market that is driven by complex equations. The seafood 
industry, along with the industries that support them, nerd the help of ASMI to 
define the potential direction of consumer need, which in hand allows us th 
opportunity to focus our energy in ihe proper direction.

Representative Hudson, please feel free to forward this letter to whomever you feel 
needs to recognize the importance of ASMI as a vital marketing gauge in one of 
Alaska’s most important economic basis.

Sincerelv, ✓
s ' ?  &

Kevin Anderson 
General Manager 
Alaska Marine Trucking
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5434 Shaune Dr. 8-B Juneau, AK 99801 (907)780*5111

3 Feb 98
To : R e p . . B i l l  Hudson
Fm: D icK Hand

Dear B i l l :

I  am u / r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n  s u p p o r t o f  ASMI. C u r r e n t l y  
I am awa re t h a t  HB 73 i s  unde r a t t a c k  so t h a t  ASMI may n o t 
g e t i t ' s  1% fu n d in g .

ASMI i s  many t h i n g s  t o  many p e o p le . I n  to d a y s  m a rk e t 
P la c e th e  p r i c e  and vo lum e o f  A la s k a  f i s h  i s  u n d e r a t t a c k  as 
u/e have n o t seen b e fo r e . To s to p  fu n d in g  o f  o u r s i n g l e  b e s t 
a d v o c a te  f o r  t h e  s e a fo o d in d u s t r y  w ou ld be s u i c i d a l .

Thank you f o r  y o u r s u p p o r t and t im e  on t h i s  b i l l .

B e s t r e g a rd s

c c : B a rb a ra  B e lk n a p



Petersburg Vessel Owners Association
P.O. Box 232 

Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
Phone (907) 772-9323 Voice and Fax

January 26, 1998

Representative Bill Hudson 
Chair, Committee on Resources 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hudson:

We are writing in support of H.B. 73, an act extending the termination dates of the 
salmon marketing programs of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute and the salmon 
marketing assessment.

We are supporting reauthorization of the 1% marketing assessment because we 
recognize ASMI's work as essential to maintaining our share of the domestic salmon 
market. Over the years, ASMI has developed programs which are having measurable 
results on the sale of our seafood products. It would be shortsighted of us to believe 
we could improve upon our current position without a strong marketing effort directed 
at the seafood consumer. ASMI's programs can only serve to bolster the seafood 
industry's position in what has become a highly competitive marketplace and we 
support your efforts to continue these programs.

Thank you for introducing and working on this important piece of legislation.

Sincerely,

/ u  C‘^ .w JAtl z  8 ,
Xjz Cabrera .
Director

cc: Senator Robin Taylor
Representative Ben Grussendorf
ASMI
UFA



Auth o r :  G r w y o r y M c I n t o s h t s c o m p u s e r v e . c o m  -Greg M c I ntosh) ar. C C 2 M H S I
Dace: 2 / 9 / 9 3  5:34 P M
Priority: N o r m a l
TO: v i n a  j e n n i n g s  at D C E D _ A 3 M I

Subject: C o p y  of: A t t a c h e d  Let te r

------------------------------------------------  M e s s a g e  C o n t e n t s  --- ------------------------

 ----------  F o r w a r d e d  M e s s a g e  -------------

From: G r e g  M c I n t o s h ,  7 4 6 0 3 , 1 7 1 4
TO: B a r b a r a  Belknap, I N T ER N E T : a l a ska_seafoodi§commerce.s t a t e .a k . u s

B a r b a r a  Belknap, I N T E R N E T : B a r b a r a _ 3 e i k n a D l3comnerce. s t a t e . a k . us 
DATE: 2 / 9 / 9 8  9:30 A M

RE: C o p y  of: A t t a c h e d  Lat t e r

E arb-

C a n  y o u  u s e  t h i s ?  Still on the road. Greg

F e b r u a r y  5, 1998

M c I n t o s h  M a r i n e ,  Ir.c.
Post O f f i c e  B o x  6404 
H a l i b u t  Cove, A K  59603 
F e b r u a r y  6, 1998

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B ill H u d s o n  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
R o o m  103
Juneau, A K  S 9801 

Dear Mr. Huds o n :

I u n d e r s t a n d  th e  H ou s e  a n d  the S e n a t e  m a y  scon be d i s c u s s i n g  the  m e r i t s  of 

the 1% tax, u s e d  to fund th e  A l a s k a  S e a f o o d  M a r k e t i n g  I n s t i t u t e  ( A S M I ) . I 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  a n d  you r  c o l l e a g u e s  to act r e s p o n s i b l y  an d  f und ASM I in o r d e r  
that it m a y  c o n t i n u e  to c o n t r i b u t e  to an d  e n h a n c e  the S t a t e ' s  e c o n o m i c  
base. Let m e  b e  a bi t  m o r e  s p e cific.

As one  of the f o u n d e r s  of A r c t i c  A l a s k a  Seafoods, Inc., d e v e l o p e r s  of the 
a w a r d  w i n n i n g  (1997 S y m p h o n y  of salmon, G o v e r n o r ' s  E x p o r t  Award, 1997), 
"Pinks in a P o u c h "  v a l u e - a d d e d  s a l m o n  p r oducts, I ca n  a s s u r e  y o u  the 
p r o d u c t  w o u l d  no t  b e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  the succ e s s  it p r e s e n t l y  e n j o y s  w e r e  it 
n o t  for A S M I ' s  m a r k e t i n g  e f f orts. T h i s  b r e a k t h r o u g h  p r oc e s s ,  t h a t p r o v i d e s  
jobs b y  a l l o w i n g  c a n n e r i e s  to c o n t i n u e  p r o d u c t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  the winter, 
was i n t r o d u c e d  into th e F e d e r a l  Sc h o o l  L u n c h  Program, m  p a r t  b y  the 
e f f o r t s  of C l a u d i a  H o g u e  a nd  he r  A SM I  co l l ea g u e s .  As y o u  know, full 
e m p l o y m e n t  at A l a s k a ' s  c a n n e r i e s  m e a n s  e c o n o m i c  s t a b i l i t y  in c o a s t a l  
co m m u n i t i e s -  E c o n o m i c  s t a b i l i t y  m e a n s  w o r k  for fish e r m e n ;  w o r k  for 
f i s h e r m e n  m e a n s  t i m e l y  p a y m e n t  of loans; t i m e l y  p a y m e n t  cf l o a n s  m e a n s  m o r e  
e f f i c i e n t  b a n k i n g .  A S M I ' s  m a k e s  sense. A l l o w i n g  A S M I  to founder, b y  r.ot 
c o n t i n u i n g  or i n c r e a s i n g  its funding, w o u l d  no t  be g o c d  b u s i n e s s .

T h o s e  of us w h o  h a v e  s p e n t  tim e  an d  m o n e y  in an e f f o r t  to b r i n g  A l a s k a ' s  
f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s  up to full u t i l i z a t i o n  a p p r e c i a t e  ar.d r ely u p o n  A S M I ' s  
m a r k e t i n g  a b i l i t i e s .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  to act r e s p o n s i b l y  
a n d  c o n t i n u e  to p r o v i d e  m e c h a n i s m s  that w i l l  e n s u r e  A S M I ' s  c o n t i n u e d  
success. A  g u a r a n t e e  of f u n d i n g  w i l l  a l l o w  A S M !  s t a f f  to m a r k e t  A l a s k a ' s  
fine s e a f o o d  pr o d u c t s ,  ra t h e r  t h a n  m a r k e t  i t s e l f  to the L e g i s l a t u r e  for 
funding.

Sincerely,

G r e g  M c I n t o s h

G r e g o r y  S. M c I n t o s h  
P r e s i d e n t
M c I n t o s h  Mari n e , Inc.
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1 3 0 4 L a o n a D r .  A n c h o r a g e

Barbara Belknap 
Executive Director 
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Barbara:

As the only processor from the AYK area on the board of ASMI, I believe I should tell you about 
my experiences concerning the marketing of AYK salmon. As you may not be aware, ray 
company participates in all four fishing districts in the AYK and is the only processor who does. 
That includes the Kuskokwirn, Yukon, Norton Sound, and Kotzebue Sound. I am fairly certain 
that we are the largest buyer of AYK salmon. Naturally, we also have the market share needed to 
support these fisheries.

It was not until the past couple of seasons and right around the time when the large hatchery 
chum landings started to affect the western Alaska markets ibat I began to realize the impact 
ASMI has on the marketing of salmon, especially in the domestic U.S. markets. No doubt the 
abundance of hatchery chums greatly affected traditional fresh and frozen markets for AYK fish. 
It certainly weeded out several producers from western Alaska, and made the remaining 
processors work a lot harder at marketing those fish. At the same time, I feel ibat ASMI put a 
tremendous effort into retail sales promotions in the lower 48 m order to create additional outlets 
for Alaskan fresh salmon.

Based on my experience, things would be considerably worse in western Alaska, if it wasn’t for 
ASMI and the effort put forward by the Retail Program Manager. AYK fish fit very nicely into 
the majority of the promotional campaigns launched and supported by ASMI. I sincerely fee! that 
if it wasn't for the staff at ASMI, it is quite possible there would virtually be little if  any market 
for AYK production.

An example of this situation can clearly be demonstrated by what happened in Norton Sound last 
season. Basically the fishermen there had no market for their chum salmon. Because o f an ASMI 
sponsored program with a retail chain in Denver, it gave us and in turn, the fishermen a market 
for that fish. Otherwise, those local fishermen would have been left with nothing. That salmon 
from Norton Sound had a market solely because of ASMI. Period

I
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A similar sitaution occurred with the Kotzebue salmon fishery in M y and August Again, 
becasue of ASMI work, we were able to. find a market for Kotzebue production.
We provided the Kotzebue fleet a market, only because ASMI was running promos at that time. 
Otherwise, we would of never been able to support that fishery.

I believe that the majority of salmon from western Alaska is sold strictly because of ASMI 
marketing strength. Out of our own production from AYK, at least 70% goes into domestic retail 
sales promoted by the Institute. It is doubtful that we would be able to operate or even want to 
operate in these areas if it wasn’t for the support given by ASMI. Jn my professional opinion, and 
I have been involved in the AYK fisheries since 1973,1 sincerely feel that most fishing districts 
would be without markets if it was not for ASMI.

Although I am a member of the AYK Chum Marketing Council, and have been since its’ 
inception, the truth of the matter is that the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute has done far more 
to promote and market fish out of western Alaska than any other entity that has came and went. 
There has been millions of dollars poured into western Alaska fisheries through state and federal 
grant programs in the name of marketing. I know of one that went through several hundred 
thousand dollars of federal money and not a pound of salmon was ever marketed. ASMI has been 
able to provide the true expertise and talent required to promote salmon without name branding it 
or regionalizing fish.

i * > i
There are many fishery problems in western Alaska, but ASMI is not one of them. Actually it is 
the only positive thing that I have seen happen in a long, long time out there.

FAXUEADl.DOC 2
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SPONSOR STATEMENT 
HB’s 103,106,107

The proposed package of bills enacts a major cleanup of nearly  30 inactive 
acco u n ts  from State Statutes. The legislation dearly  reflects the mission of 
bringing about a "smaller, smarter" governm ent through careful scrutiny of 
ineffident and unnecessary administrative functions.

During the past year, investigation by Representative Martin, the past Chairman 
of the Legislative Budget and Audit Committee, revealed that a large num ber of 
spedal accounts, established through the legislative process over the last thirty 
years, have been completely inactive since their creation.

Prior to in troduang these bills, Representative Therriault and Representative 
M artin contacted the agendes responsible for the funds to insure their deletion 
w ould not be problematic. W ithout exception, the departm ents supported the 
elim ination of the inactive accounts contained in these bills. In fact, it was 
discovered that in some cases, the departm ents were unaware of the accounts’ 
existence.

A cooperative effort continued with the Administration, specifically the Office of 
M anagem ent and Budget, to develop a package of bills to repeal the non- 
operative statutes from the accounting process. In some cases, legislation does 
not actually repeal statutes, but rather changes the language to read "Program" 
rather than "Fund", in order to retain the integrity of the program  without 
maintaining a separate account.

This package of bills does not impede the intent of or appropriation to any 
existing program, but rather is a series of housekeeping m easures designed to 
save the State from unnecessary administrative expense.
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Contact: Representative Gene Therriault

BILL SUMMARIES 
HB's 103,106,107,108

HB 103
"An Act repealing certain state funds and accounts and boards and program s 
related to those funds and accoun ts.. .  "
Simple repeals of the following inactive accounts: Alaska Amateur Sports 
Fund; Cooperative A rrangem ent Grant Fund; Bilingual-Bicultural Education 
Fund; Alaska Student Leadership Development Fund; Alaska School 
Counseling Program Grant Fund; University Risk M anagement Fund; 
Com m unity College Fund; Com munity Health Aide Grant Account;
Veterans Service Fund; Alaska Municipal Land Account; Federal Transitional 
G rants Accounts; Mineral Resource Revolving Fund; Outdoor Recreational, 
Open Space, and Historic Properties Development Fund; Neighborhood 
Revitalization and Developm ent Fund; Legal Assistance and Juvenile Justice 
G rant Fund; Fisheries Product Revolving Loan Guarantee Fund; Forest 
Products Business Loan G uarantee Fund; Com munity Action Against 
Substance Abuse Grant Fund; Alaska Longevity Bonus Fund; Self-Suffidency 
Trust Fund; Alaska Pioneers’ Home Trust Fund; Older Alaskans Service 
Program s Account; Com m unity Schools Grant Fund; Handicap & Mental 
Illness Charitable Account; and Search and Rescue Fund.

HB 106
"An Act relating to the m unicipal assistance program and organization grant 
program ..."
A lthough these program s rem ain operative, tne municipal assistance and 
organization grant funds are inactive and empty. Legislation would clear the 
"fund"(s) from statutes, and refer only to the "program ”(s).



"An Act relating to water quality enhancement and water supply, waste water, and solid waste systems grants ..."
This legislation removes from Statutes the W ater Quality Enhancement and 
W ater Supply, W astewater, and Solid Waste Systems Fund. The fund is 
em pty and is not used in making appropriations to the program.

HB 108"An Act relating to the crime victim compensation program..."
The crim e victim compensation program does not receive allocations from 
the fund  established by statute. The inactive account is cleared by changing 
reference from "fund" to "program".

HB 107



H B  s  1 0 2  -  1 0 8  

Inactive Funds and Accounts 
(Listed by Bill #)

B i l l# A gency Fund /A ccoun t C ite B a lance N o tea
H B  1 0 3 D C E D A la s k a  A m a t e u r  S p o r t s  F u n d 0 5 . 3 5 . 1 6 0 $0
H B  1 0 3 D O E C o o p e r a t i v e  A r r a n g e m e n t  O r a m  F u n d 1 4 . 1 4 . 1 1 5 ( b ) $0
H O  1 0 3 D O E B H In g u e i - B lc u l t u r t l  E d u c a t i o n  F u n d 1 4 . 3 0 . 4 1 0 ( a ) $0
H B  1 0 3 D O E A la s k a  S t u d e n t  L e a d e r s h i p  D e v e lo p m e n t  F u n d 1 4 . 3 0 . 5 1 0 so
H B  1 0 3 D O E A la s k a  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l i n g  P r o g r a m  G r a n t  F u n d 1 4 . 3 0 . 7 5 0 $0
H B  1 0 3 U A U n i v e r s i t y  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t  F u n d 1 4 . 4 0 . 4 5 6 SO
H B  1 0 3 U A C o m m u n i t y  C o l e g e  F u n d 1 4 . 4 0 . 6 1 0 ( a ) SO
H B  1 0 3 D f t S S C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A id e  G r a n t  A c c o u n t 1 8 . 2 8 . 0 3 0 SO
H B  1 0 3 D M V A V e t e r a n s  S e r v i o e  F u n d 2 6 . 1 0 . 0 2 0 SO
H B  1 0 3 D N R A la s k a  M u n ic i p a l  L a n d  A c c o u n t 2 9 . 6 5 . 0 8 0 so
H B  1 0 3 D O A F e d e r a l  T r a n s i t i o n a l  G r a n t s  A c c o u n t 3 7 . 2 0 . 0 2 0 SO
H B  1 0 3 D N R M k t e r a l  R e s o u r c e  R e v o lv i n g  F u n d 4 1 . 9 8 . 0 1 5 SO
H B  1 0 3 D N R O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n ,  O p e n  S p e o e ,  a n d  H i s t o r i c  P r o p e r t i e s  D e v .  F u n d 4 1 . 9 0 . 1 7 0 SO
H B  1 0 3 D C E D N e i g h b o r h o o d  R e v t t a k x a t i o n  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t  F u n d 4 4 . 3 3 . 4 3 6 so
H B  1 0 3 D C R A L e g a l  A s s i s t a n c e  a n d  A r v e n K e  J u s t i c e  G r a n t  F u n d 4 4 . 4 7 . 2 0 0 SO
H B  1 0 3 D O R F i s h e r y  P r o d u c t  R e v o lv i n g  L o a n  G u a r a n t e e  F u n d 4 5 . 9 2 . 0 1 0 so
H B  1 0 3 D O R F o r e s t  P r o d u c t s  B u t t r e s s  L e a n  G u a r a n t e e  F u n d 4 6 . 9 4 . 0 1 0 SO
H B  1 0 3 H S S C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  A g a in s t  S u b s t a n c e  A b u s e  G r a n t  F u n d 4 7 . 3 7 . 0 4 5 so
H B  1 0 3 D O A A la s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  F u n d 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 9 0 so
H B  1 0 3 D H S S S e l l - S u f f i c i e n c y  T r u s t  F u n d 4 7 . 0 0 . 2 0 0 so
H B  1 0 3 D O A A la s k a  P i o n e e r s ’  H o m e  T r u s t  F u n d 4 7 . 5 5 . 0 6 0 so
H B  1 0 3 D O A O ld e r  A la s k a n s  S e r v i o e  P r o g r a m s  A c c o u n t 4 7 . 6 5 . 0 1 0 so
H B  1 0 3 D O E C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l s  G r a n t  F u n d 1 4 . 0 6 . 0 2 0 so
H B  1 0 3 D H S S H a n d f c a p  A M e n t a l  M r e e a  C t e r i t a b t e  A c c o u n t 4 7 . 8 0 . 2 4 0 ( a ) so
H B  1 0 3 D P S S e a r c h  a n d  R e s c u e  F u n d 1 9 . 6 0 . 1 4 5 so
H B  1 0 6 D C R A O r g a n i z a t i o n  G r a n t  F u n d 2 9 . 0 5 . 2 0 0 ( a ) SO
H B  1 0 6 D C R A M u n ic ip a l A s s i s t a n c e  F u n d 2 9 . 6 0 . 3 5 0 so
H B  1 0 7 D E C W a t e r  S u p p ly ,  W a s t e w a t e r ,  a n d  S o l i d  W a s t e  S y s t e m s  F u n d 4 6 . 0 3 . 0 3 0 ( c ) so
H B  1 0 6 D P S C r im e  V ic t im s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  F u n d 1 3 . 2 3 . 0 2 8 ( b ) SO
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Contact: Representative Gene Therriault

HB 103Repealing Funds and Accounts
Sectional Analysis

Section 1

Section 1 am ends AS 14.36.020, which establishes a separate C om m unity  
Schools G ran t Fund within the General Fund. The fund is currently em pty 
and inactive. The Departm ent of Education concurred that the account is 
unnecessary. As provided under Section 13 of the propc ed legislation, any 
moneys received by the State intended for Com m unity School Grants would 
be deposited into the General Fund.

Section 2

Eliminates from Statutes reference to the Veterans Service Fund, created as a 
separate account in the Treasury by AS 26.10.020. The Statute creating the 
account is repealed in Section 12 of the proposed legislation. As provided in 
Section 13, on or after the enactment of this legislation, any moneys received 
by the State for the dedicated purposes of Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs will be deposited into the General Fund and "used in 
accordance w ith the donor’s instructions" (AS 26.10.030). According to the 
D epartm ent, the account is inactive and can be deleted.

Section 3

Am ends AS 28.10.421(0 to eliminate reference to the Alaska Am ateur Sports 
Fund, as created by AS 05.35.150. The Statute which establishes the separate 
account w ithin the Departm ent of Commerce and Economic Development is 
repealed in Section 12. The account is inactive and empty and the 
D epartm ent recommends deletion.



Sections 4 & 5

Eliminates language which refers to the Alaska Municipal Land Account, 
established as a separate account in the General Fund under AS 29.65.080.
The sta tu te  creating the account is repealed in Section 12 of the legislation. 
Again, the account not only is inactive and empty, but has never been 
activated since its creation (17 ch. 74 SLA 1985).

Section 6

Eliminates reference to the Federal Transitional Grants Account, established 
under AS 37.20.020. This special account in the General Fund is em pty and 
inactive and according to the Departm ent of Administration, can be 
elim inated. The Statute establishing the account is repealed in Section 12 of 
the proposed legislation.

Section 7

The am endm ents to AS 47.45.110 eliminate reference to the A laska Longevity 
Bonus Fund, created under AS 47.45.090. The statute is repealed in Section 12, 
as well as other references to the Fund. The account is currently inactive and 
em pty and can be deleted w ithout any effect to the Program.

Section 8

A m ends AS 47.55.060, which designates a special fund called The Alaska 
Pioneers ' Home Trust Fund. It was established to be used by the Departm ent 
of Adm inistration as a repository for funds bequeathed to the Pioneers'
Home. Tne Fund is empty and inactive and the Department suggests we d ear 
the account from Statutes. Section 13 provides that any subsequent donations 
be deposited into the General Fund and then appropriated to the Departm ent 
for the Pioneers' Home in accordance with the donors’ instructions.

Section 9

Am ends AS 47.65.010 to rem ove reference to the "account" reserved for the 
O lder A laskans Program Service Programs. Appropriations for the Program 
are currency  m ade directly from the General Fund by the Legislature and 
distributed by the Alaska Commission on Aging.

Sections 10 & 11

A m ends AS 47.65.020, and 47.65.030(a) to remove reference to the account 
established in 47.65.010 (Section 9).



Section 12

Contains straight Repeals of Statutes which establish, or make reference to, 
the following inactive, em pty accounts: Cooperative A rrangem ent G rant 
Fund (DOE); Bilingual-Bicultural Education Fund (DOE); Alaska Student 
Leadership Developm ent Fund (DOE); Alaska School Counseling Program  
Grant Fund (DOE); Com m unity College Fund of University of Alaska (UA); 
University of Alaska Risk M anagement Fund (UA); Com m unity H ealth Aide 
Grant Account (DHSS); Mineral Resource Revolving Fund (DNR); O utdoor 
Recreation, O pen Space and Historical Property Development Fund (DNR); 
N eighborhood Revitalization and Developm ent Fund (DCED); Com m unity 
Legal Assistance Grant Fund (DCRA); Fishery Production Revolving Loan 
Guarantee Fund  (DOR); Forest Product Business Loan G uarantee Fund 
(DOR); Com m unity Action Against Substance Abuse G rant Fund (DHSS); Self 
Sufficiency T rust Fund (DHSS); Search and Rescue Fund (DPS); and H andicap 
& Mental Illness Charitable Account (DHSS).

Section 13

The final section in the Bill pertains to all of the accounts elim inated through 
the proposed repeal of statutes. Section 13 directs any moneys accruing to a 
fund or account repealed by this act to be deposited into the General Fund.

If moneys accrue to a dedicated fund, trust fund, or account of a dedicated 
fund or trust fund that is repealed by this Act, they shall be subject to 
disposition in accordance with the dedication or the terms of the trust.
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Contact Representative Gene Therriault

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
HB's 103,106,107

The proposed package o f bills enacts a major cleanup o f nearly  30 inactive 
acco u n ts  from State Statutes. The legislation clearly reflects the mission of 
bringing about a "smaller, smarter" government through careful scrutiny of 
inefficient and unnecessary administrative functions.
During the past year, investigation by Representative Martin, the past Chairman 
o f the Legislative Budget and Audit Committee, revealed that a large number of 
special accounts, established through the legislative process over the last thirty 
years, have been completely inactive since their creation.
P rio r to introducing these bills, Representative Therriault and Representative 
Martin contacted the agencies responsible for the funds to insure their deletion 
would not be problematic. Without exception, the departments supported the 
elim ination of the inactive accounts contained in these bills. In fact, it was 
discovered that in some cases, the departments were unaware o f the accounts' 
existence.
A cooperative effort continued with the Administration, specifically the Office o f 
Management and Budget, to develop a package of bills to repeal the non­
operative statutes from the accounting process. In some cases, legislation does 
not actually repeal statutes, but rather changes the language to read "Program" 
rather than "Fund", in order to retain the integrity o f the program  without 
maintaining a separate account.
This package o f bills does not impede the intent of or appropriation to any 
existing program, but rather is a series o f housekeeping measures designed to 
save the State from unnecessary administrative expense.
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Contact: Representative Gene Therriault

BILL SUMMARIES 
HB’s 103/106/107/108

HB 103
"An Act repealing certain state funds and accounts and boards and program s 
related to those funds and accoun ts.. .  "
Simple repeals of the following inactive accounts: Alaska Amateur Sports 
Fund; Cooperative A r angem ent Grant Fund; Bilingual-Bicultural Education 
Fund; Alaska Student Leadership Development Fund; Alaska School 
Counseling Program G rant Fund; University Risk M anagement Fund; 
Com m unity College Fund; Com m unity Health Aide Grant Account;
Veterans Service Fund; Alaska M unicipal Land Account; Federal Transitional 
G rants Accounts; M ineral Resource Revolving Fund; O utdoor Recreational, 
Open Space, and Historic Properties Development Fund; Neighborhood 
Revitalisation and Developm ent Fund; Legal Assistance and Juvenile Justice 
Grant Fund; Fisheries Product Revolving Loan Guarantee Fund; Forest 
Products Business Loan G uarantee Fund; Com m unity Action Against 
Substance Abuse Grant Fund; Alaska Longevity Bonus Fund; Self-Sufficiency 
Trust Fund; Alaska Pioneers' Home Trust Fund; Older Alaskans Service 
Program s Account; Com m unity Schools Grant Fund; Handicap & Mental 
Illness Charitable Account; and Search and Rescue Fund.

HB 106
"An Act relating to the m unicipal assistance program  and organization grant 
program ..."
Although these programs remain operative, the municipal assistance and 
organization grant funds are inactive and empty. Legislation would dear the 
"fund"(s) from statutes, and refer only to the "progTam"(s).



"An Act relating to water quality enhancement and water supply, waste 
water, and solid w*ste systems grants ..."
This legislation removes from Statutes the W ater Quality Enhancement and 
W ater Supply, W astewater, and Solid W aste Systems Fund. The fund is 
em pty and is not used in making appropriations to the program.

HB 108
"An Act relating to the crime victim compensation program..
The crim e victim com pensation program  does not receive allocations from 
the fund  established by statute. The inactive account is cleared by changing 
reference from "fund" to "program".

HB 107



HB'a 102 - 108 
inactive Funds and Accounts 

(Listed by Bill #)

I Bill* Agency Fund/Account Clt* Balance Notes
H B  1 0 3 D C E D A la s k a  A m a t e u r  S p o r t s  F u n d 0 5 . 3 5 . 1 6 0 *0
H B  1 0 3 D O E C o o p e r a t i v e  A n a n g e m t n t  G r a n t  F u n d 1 4 . 1 4 . 1 1 5 ( b ) $0
H B  1 0 3 D O E B H In g u a l- B lc u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n  F u n d 1 4 . 3 0 . 4 1 0 ( a ) $0
H B  1 0 3 D O E A la s k a  S t u d e n t  L e a d e r s h i p  D e v e lo p m e n t  F u n d 1 4 . 3 0 . 5 1 0 W
H B  1 0 3 D O E A la s k a  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l i n g  P r o g r a m  G r a n t  F u n d 1 4 . 3 0 . 7 5 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 U A U n i v e r s i t y  F t ia k  M a n a g e m e n t  F u n d 1 4 . 4 0 . 4 5 6 5 0
H B  1 0 3 U A C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  F u n d 1 4 . 4 0 . 6 1 0 ( a ) 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D H S S C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A ld a  G r a n t  A o o o u r K 1 8 . 2 8 . 0 3 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D M V A V e t e r a n s  S e r v i o e  F u n d 2 6 . 1 0 . 0 2 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D N R A la s k a  M u n ic i p a l  L a n d  A c c o u n t 2 9 . 6 5 . 0 8 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D O A F e d e r a l  T r a n s i t i o n a l  G r a n t s  A c c o u n t 3 7 . 2 0 . 0 2 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D N R M in e r a l  R e s o u r c e  R e v o lv i n g  F u n d 4 1 . 9 6 . 0 1 5 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D N R O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n ,  O p e n  S p a o e ,  a n d  H i s t o r i c  P r o p e r t i e s  D e v .  F u n d 4 1 . 9 8 . 1 7 0 $0
H B  1 0 3 D C E D N e i g h b o r h o o d  R e v t a k  r a t i o n  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t  F u n d 4 4 . 3 3 . 4 3 6 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D C R A L e g a l  A a a l s t a n o e  a n d  J u v e r k a  J u s t i c e  G r a n t  F u n d 4 4 . 4 7 . 2 0 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D O R F l t h s r y  P r o d u c t  R e v o M n g  L o a n  G u a r a n t e e  F u n d 4 5 . 9 2 . 0 1 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D O R F o r e s t  P r o d u c t s  B u s i n e s s  L o a n  G u a r a n t e e  F u n d 4 5 . 9 4 . 0 1 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 H S S C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  A g a i n s t  S u b s t a n c e  A b u s e  G r a n t  F u n d 4 7 . 3 7 . 0 4 5 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D O A A la s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  F u n d 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 9 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D H S S S e W - S u f f lc t e n c y  T r u s t  F u n d 4 7 . 8 0 . 2 0 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D O A A la s k a  P i o n e e r s '  H o m e  T r u s t  F u n d 4 7 . 5 5 . 0 6 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D O A O ld e r  A la s k a n *  S e r v i c e  P r o g r a m s  A c c o u n t 4 7 . 6 5 . 0 1 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D O E C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l s  G r a n t  F u n d 1 4 . 3 6 . 0 2 0 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D H S S H a n d i c a p  A M e n t a l  M n e * a  C h a r i t a b l e  A c c o u n t 4 7 . 8 0 . 2 4 0 ( a ) 5 0
H B  1 0 3 D P S S e a r c h  a n d  R e a o u e  F u n d 1 6 . 6 0 . 1 4 5 5 0
H B  1 0 6 D C R A O r g a n i s a t i o n  G r a n t  F u n d 2 9 . 0 5 . 2 0 0 ( a ) 5 0
H B  1 0 6 D C R A M u n ic ip a l A s s i s t a n c e  F u n d 2 9 . 6 0 . 3 5 0 5 0
H B  1 0 7 D E C W a t e r  S u p p ly ,  W a s t e w a t e r ,  a n d  S o l i d  W a s t e  S y s t e m s  F u n d ♦ 6 .0 3 .0 3 0 ( c ) s o
H B  1 0 6 D P S  | c r t m e  V ic t im s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  F u n d  I ♦ 3 .2 3 .0 2 8 (b ) 5 0



aiasfta State legislature
House finance Committee

Contact: Representative Gene Therriault

HB 103
Repealing Funds and  Accounts 

Sectional Analysis

Section 1
Section 1 amends AS 14.36.020, which establishes a separate C om m unity  
Schools G rant Fund within the General Fund. The fund is currently empty 
and inactive. The Department o f Education concurred that the account is 
unnecessary. As provided under Section 13 o f the proposed legislation, any 
moneys received by the State intended for Community School Grants would 
be deposited into the General Fund.
Section 2
Eliminates from Statutes reference to the V eterans Service Fund, created as a 
separate account in the Treasury by AS 26.10.020. The Statute creating the 
account is repealed in Section 12 of the proposed legislation. As provided in 
Section 13, on or after the enactment o f this legislation, any moneys received 
by the State for the dedicated purposes o f Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs will be deposited into the General Fund and "used in 
accordance with the donor’s instructions" (AS 26.10.030). According to the 
Department, the account is inactive and can be deleted.
Section 3

Amends AS 28.10.421(0 to eliminate reference to the Alaska Amateur Sports 
Fund, as created by AS 05.35.150. The Statute which establishes the separate 
account within the Department of Commerce and Economic Development is 
repealed in Section 12. The account is inactive and empty and the 
Department recommends deletion.



Sections 4 & 5

Eliminates language which refers to the Alaska M unicipal Land Account, 
established as a separate account in the General Fund under AS 29.65.080.
The statu te  creating the account is repealed in Section 12 of the legislation. 
Again, the account not only is inactive and empty, but has never been 
activated since its creation (17 ch. 74 SLA 1985).

Section 6

Eliminates reference to the Federal Transitional Grants Account, established 
under AS 37.20.020. This special account in the General Fund is em pty and  
inactive and according to the Departm ent of Administration, can be 
elim inated. The Statute establishing the account is repealed in Section 12 of 
the proposed legislation.

Section 7

The am endm ents to AS 47.45.110 eliminate reference to the Alaska Longevity 
Bonus Fund, created under AS 47.45.090. The statute is repealed in Section 12, 
as well as other references to the Fund. The account is currently inactive and 
em pty and can be deleted w ithout any effect to the Program.

Section 8

A m ends AS 47.55.060, which designates a special fund called The Alaska 
Pioneers' Home Trust Fund. It was established to be used by the Departm ent 
of Adm inistration as a repository for funds bequeathed to the Pioneers'
Home. The Fund is empty and inactive and the Department suggests we d ear 
the account from Statutes. Section 13 provides that any subsequent donations 
be deposited into the General Fund and then appropriated to the Departm ent 
for the Pioneers' Home in accordance with the donors' instructions.

Section 9

A m ends AS 47.65.010 to rem ove reference to the "account" reserved for the 
O lder A laskans Program Service Programs. Appropriations for the Program 
are currently m ade directly from the General Fund by the Legislature and 
distributed by the Alaska Commission on Aging.

Sections 10 & 11

A m ends AS 47.65.020, and 47.65.030(a) to remove reference to the account 
established in 47.65.010 (Section 9).



Section 12

Contains stra igh t Repeals of Statutes which establish, or m ake reference to, 
the following inactive, empty accounts: Cooperative Arrangem ent G rant 
Fund (DOE); Bilingual-Bicultural Education Fund (DOE); Alaska Student 
Leadership D evelopm ent Fund (DOE); Alaska School Counseling Program  
Grant Fund (DOE); Com m unity College Fund of University of Alaska (UA); 
University of A laska Risk Management Fund (UA); C om m unity H ealth A ide 
Grant Account (DHSS); Mineral Resource Revolving Fund (DNR); O utdoor 
Recreation, O pen Space and Historical Property Developm ent Fund (DNR); 
N eighborhood Revitalization and Developm ent Fund (DCED); C om m unity 
Legal Assistance G rant Fund (DCRA); Fishery Production Revolving Loan 
Guarantee F und  (DOR); Forest Product Business Loan G uarantee Fund 
(DOR); C om m unity Action Against Substance Abuse G rant Fund (DHSS); Self 
Sufficiency T rust Fund (DHSS); Search and Rescue Fund (DPS); and H andicap 
& M ental Illness Charitable Account (DHSS).

Section 13
The final section in the Bill pertains to all of the accounts elim inated through 
the proposed repeal of statutes. Section 13 directs any moneys accruing to a 
fund or account repealed by this act to be deposited into the General Fund.

If moneys accrue to a dedicated fund, trust fund, or account of a dedicated 
fund or trust fund  that is repealed by this Act, they shall be subject to 
disposition in accordance with the dedication or the terms of the trust.



Title:

STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:______
FISCAL NOTE

No.J__Bill Version: HB 106

Sponsor:
Requestor:

An Act relating to the municipal_____
assistance program and the organiz... 
House Finance Committee

(H) Publish Date: 2/12/97. 
Dept. Affected: Community & Regional Affairs
8RU: none_____________
Component none_____________

House Finance Committee
Expenditures/Revenues:

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 O o o o 0.0

REVENUE FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current (FY97) impacts none

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separa te  page it necessa ry )
This legislation is a 'housedeaning* measure that has no effect on the administration of this program. 
There are no fiscal impacts on the department.

Prepared by: Remond Henderson. Director U rL flA ltU A i Phone: 465-4708

Division: Division of Administrative Services Date: 2/7197
Approved by Commissioner Date: 2/7/97
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Agency: Community & Regional Affairs
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A l a s K a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Interim Address:

119 N. Cushman. Suite 211 
Fairbanks. AK 99701 
(907)-456-508l 
Fax# (907)-456-8245

Official Business

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

Session Address: 

R o o m  13 

(907)—465-3719

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

R ep resen ta tiv e  A1 Vezey

HB 112 
SPONSOR STATEMENT

HB 112 would expand the definition of a political party. It would allow a political 
party to choose its method of qualification: (l) receive three percent of the vote in the 
preceding gubernatorial election: or (2) have at least 10,000 eligible voters in the state 
registered to their party. A political party with 10,000 registered voters would not have 
to run a candidate for governor every four years to retain status as a political party.

To be recognized as a political party under current Alaskan law, a political party must 
nominate a candidate for governor every four years. The candidate must receive at least 
three percent of the total votes cast for governor in the general election. Political parties 
should not have to enter Alaska’s gubernatorial race just to qualify as a political party.

In the 1990 gubernatorial election, the governor was elected by 38.8% percent of the 
voters. In the 1994 gubernatorial election, the governor was elected by 41.1% percent 
of the voters. HB 112 would result in a Alaska’s governors being elected by a larger 
plurality and hopefully a majority of Alaskan voters.



LEGAL SERVICES

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
FAX (907) 465-2029
Mail Slop 3101

DIVISION O F  L E G A L  A N D  R E S E A R C H  S E R V I C E S  

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS A G E N C Y  

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Juneau. Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M January 29, 1997

SUBJECT: Amending the definition of "political party" (Work Order No. 20- 
LS0455\A)

TO: Representative Al Vezey 
ATTN: Rvnnieva Moss

FROM: Jack Chenov 
Legislative

Bill section 2 amends the definition of "political party," AS 15.60.010(2), as it is used in the 
state Election Code in line with your suggested wording.

Because the definition of "political organization" in AS 05.15, covering regulation of 
gaming, cross-references the definition of "political party" in AS 15.60.010,1 had to make 
a decision as to whether the substantive change made in bill section 2 should affect the 
definition of political party under gaming regulation. 1 opted not to have the change affect 
the gaming regulation provision. Bill section 1, then, simply "unties" the definition of 
"political party" from its cross-reference to AS 15.60.010 and substitutes the text of the 
current definition of "political party." In other words, though a change is made to 
AS 05.15.690, it is not intended to have substantive effect, if I did not do this and simply 
omitted the change being made by bill section 1. redefining "political party" in AS 15.60.010 
would necessarily carry over into the gaming regulation provision, and I would have to note 
the effect of the change in the bill title.

The bill title provided notes an exception. For purposes of campaign financing regulation 
under AS 15.13 (AS 15.13 is pan of the Alaska Election Code), there is a separate definition 
of "political party" intended to apply only for purposes of treatment of parties under the 
contribution and expenditure regulation provisions of AS 15.13. The change in definition 
made in bill section I does not affect that definition.

If this bill becomes law, there will be three definitions of "political party" operating in the 
Alaska Statutes:

-  AS 15.13.400( 10)(A) will apply to regulation of campaign 
financing;



-- AS 15.60.010(20) as amended by bill section 2 of this measure will 
apply to provisions of the Alaska Election Code apart from election campaign 
financing; and

-  AS 05.15.690(34) as amended by bill section 1 of this measure will 
continue in place the c u rre n t definition of "political party" as applicable to 
gaming regulation.

*

If any of this prompts questions, or if you want this redrafted to eliminate the inconsistent 
definitions, please contact me.

Representative Al Vv._.
January 29. 1997
Page 2

JBCiglc 
97-024.glc



0-LS0455\B

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
Offered: 3/12/97 
Referred: Rules
Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVE VEZEY

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act amending the definition of ‘political party’ except as the definition of

2 the term applies to the regulation of contributions and expenditures in state and

3 municipal election campaigns, an amendment that also has the effect of changing

4 the definition of ‘political organization’ as applied to the regulation of games of

5 chance and contests of skill."

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

CS FO R  H OU SE B IL L  NO. 112(FIN)

7 * Section 1. AS 15.60.010(20) is amended to read:

8 (20) "political party" means an organized group of voters that

9 represents a political program and that either nominated a candidate for governor who

10 received at least three percent of the total votes cast for governor at the preceding

11 general election or has registered voters in the state equal in number to at least

12 tbree percent of the total votes cast for governor at the pfeecrihre general election:

IIB0U2I) -1- CSHU 112(FIN)
tJow  w.vr U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]



- r & S S . M  FISCAL NOTE Bill vereion:_H5_U2_
(H) Publish Dale: 2/26/97

RevMon Oat*:  ^ Dept. Affected:_______ xw___________
TWe: AMENO OEf MTTON Of 'POUDCAl PARTY*___________8RU: Revenue Operation* ~

Component: Ctorttabl* Gcmhg Dlvtrion
Spcreor. Rep. V<u»y
Requeetor. H(STA)_____________________________________________COMPONENT 3EBLAL NO. 1883

ExpeodBuree/Beve; mo*
OPCRATTNO EXFiNDmjRES
PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVR
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPUS
EQLRPMBMT
LAND & STRUCTURES
G R A N T S ,  C L A IM S
MtSCBlANEOUS
TOTAL OPE2ATTNC

CAPffAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE  (Thouscnds of Doilora)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match 
IOC-4 G f
1005 GF/Progrcm Receipts 
1037 GF/Mootcd Hectth 
Other
TOTAL 0.0 QD 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost $ OO

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TB4PORARY

ANALYSTS: CAftoch a  separate page It necessary)

This b i  wC change  the definition of ‘poSticd organization.' However, this change wiB not have a  fiscal Impact 
on Charitable Gaming DMsion.

Denris R. PaahardJBcw= * .  C W a  Phono: 466-2279
Charitable Gan-fig EM siw  {J /  Dcto: 2 - 2 1  -< 7 7

'//hen  L C ^ o r \ ^ z m i -  ... .

Prepared by:

D t v t f o n :
Approved by Commbsonor 
Agency: Revenue

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DtSTRBUDON COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
Fcr further cJstTtxrtlcn r/ormcrlton ca* the Governor's legiiicttvo Office

COM M IT TE E  COPY Page 1 o f I
2/21/97 9:58 AM



STATE OF ALASKA Publish Date:_2/26/97_
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision D a te  _______________________________________________________Dept. Affected______________ Office o f the Governor
Title Amend definition of Political Party BRU Elective Operations_________________

____________________________Component Elections____________________________
Sponso r Representative Vezey___________________________________ _____________________________________
R equeste r House Stale Affairs_____________________________________ Component Serial No. 021

r  2
FISCAL NOTE b« Version: HB 112

Exponditures/Revenues__________   (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERA T IN G  EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
Pe rsona l Serv ices
Travel
Contractual 59 .6 10.0 10.0 10.0
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & C laim s
M isce llaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 59.6 10.0 10.0 10.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPEND ITURES j
CHANGE IN REVENUES [ ) |
FUND SO U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 F ed e ra l Receipts
1003 G F Match
1004 GF 59.6 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0
1005 G F/P rog ram  Receipts
1037 GF/M ental Heallh
Other

TOTAL 59.6 10.0 10.0 10.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate  o f  any cu rren t year (FY97) cost: none
PO S IT IO N S
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
A N A LYS IS : (Atlacfi a separate page if n&cessary)

There are approximately 230.000 voters who have not aligned themselves with a political party, registering as Non­
partisan. Undeclared, or Other (N.U.O voters), The passage of this legislation would require that the division of 
elections start tracking and reporting all political party selections.

This change will require substantial reprogramming of the VREMS election registration system. The cost of 
reprogramming and increased mainframe time are estimated at $38.0. Assuming that roughly 10% of the current 
N.U.O voters. would change their registration to indicate a party affiliation results in the printing and mailing of 23,000 
voter id cards at a cost of $ 10.1. New voter registration cards and training materials will be designed and printed at an 
estimated cost of S11.5.

The costs estimated in this fiscal note assume that the division of elections would not be responsible for notifying 
N.U. and O voters of the change in law. If the division was expected to notify voters of the change, the fiscal note 
would increase dramatically.

P rep a red  by Dana LaTour ACI7 6 3 Q-CL/7 a  Phone 465-5347
Division Division of Elections ^a,e_______2/24197____________
Approved by Co Lt. Governor Fran U l D a t e  2/24/97
> G G M H I T T E E ~ U 6 P Y  Office o f the Lieutenant Governor__________________

PREPARER TO PROVIOE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE



STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E BILL NO: HB 112

Revision Dale: _____________________________________Dopl. Affected: Revenue____________
Title: AMEND DEFINITION OF •POLITICAL PARTY*________ BRU: Revenue Operations
________________________________________________ Component: Charitable Gaming Division
Sponsor: Rep. Vezey_____________________________  ___________________
Requestor: H (STA)_______________________________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1883

Expenditures/Revenues:________________________________(Thousonds of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY98 FY 99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 U.O 0.0 0.0 0.0 n.o

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thouscnds o( Dollars)
1C02 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost S 

POSITIONS:

0.0

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page It necessary)

This bill will change the definition of 'political organization.' However, this change will not have a fiscal impact 
on Charitable Gaming Division.

Propared by: Dennis R. Poshard̂ Jrfircrh _̂, Phone: 465-2279

Division: Charitable Gcrryng Divisirjf fi (  /  Dato: 2 - 2 1 - * 7
Approved by Commissioner: Wilson L. Condon \

ItTXaVm u m I Dato:

Agency: Revenue
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information coll the Governor's Legislative Office
Page I of 1

2/21/97 9:58 AM



Revision Date Dept. Affected Office o f the Governor
Title Amend definition o f Political Party_______________________BRU Elective Operations_________________

Component Elections____________
Sponsor Representative Vezey__________________________________ ___________________________________________________
Requester House State Affairs_____________________________________ Component Serial No. #21

' FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 112 |
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 F Y 0 0 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual 59 .6 10.0 10.0 10.0
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 59.6 10.0 10.0 10.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES [ ]
FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 59.6 10.0 10.0 10.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other

TOTAL 59.6 10.0 10.0 10.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any cu rren t yea r (FY97) cost: 
POSITIONS

none

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (A ttach  a s e p a ra te  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a ry )

There are approximately 230,000 voters who have not aligned themselves with a political party, registering as Non­
partisan, Undeclared, or Other (N.U.O voters). The passage of this legislation would require that the division of 
elections start tracking and reporting all political party selections.

This change will require substantial reprogramming of the VREMS election registration system. The cost of 
reprogramming and increased mainframe time are estimated at $38.0. Assuming that roughly 10% of the current 
N,U,0 voters, would change their registration to indicate a party affiliation results in the printing and mailing of 23,000 
voter id cards at a cost of $10.1. New voter registration cards and training materials will be designed and printed at an 
estimated cost of $11.5.

The costs estimated in this fiscal note assume that the division of elections would not be responsible for notifying 
N,U, and O voters of the change in law. If the division was expected to notify voters of the change, the fiscal note 
would increase dramatically.

M cL q Q-slPrepared by 
Division
Approved by Co
Agency

Dana LaTour // A Phone
Dale

465-5347
Division of Elections______________________________________________

Lt. Governor Fran U lm e r^ /^ ^ * <̂ ^ /' ^ - ^ r'•f '*^'^/^ ' , Dale 
Office of the Lieutenant Governor

2/24/97
2/24/97

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE



T h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  o f  A l a s k a

April 17, 1897 

Senator Bert Sharp 
Senate Finance Committee 
VIA FAX 465-2070 

RE: CSHB 112 Fin

Folks,

On b e h a lf o f th e R epub lic a n Pa rty o f A la s ka I w o u ld like to m ake a s ta tem en t in fa v o r ojr 
CSHB 112 Fin. Th is b ill w h ich a ffec ts po litica l parties in A la s ka Is an exce llen t b roaden ing o f ba llp t 
access o p tio n s fo r p o lit ic a l pa rtie s . A s th e cu rre n t law now s tands , a n A la s ka n po lit ic a l pa rty te 
fo rced to run a gube rna to ria l cand ida te every fou r yea is to re ta in Its ba llo t access. Th is b ill provide is 
an a lte rna tive m e thod fo r parties to re ta in th e ir ba llo t access m ere ly by hav ing su ffic ien t pa rty mer i -  
be rs reg is te red w ith the State o f A laska . Such an op tion w ill have a sa lu to ry e ffec t on A la ska poll ;l- 
ca l pa rty o rg a n iz a tio n s in tha t it w ill be a tru e Inducem en t fo r them  to engage in vo te r re g is tra tii m 
drives. It w ill a lso the re b y inc rease vo te r pa rtic ipa tion w h ich is a founda tio n o f o u r po litica l system .

As a spec ific exam p le , th is b ill wou ld g ive the R epub lican Party o f A laska the ab ility to avond 
runn ing a cand ida te fo r gove rno r wh ile concen tra ting on leg is la tive races. I m igh t no te tha t wh ile tfjie 
RPA has had som e success o f la te in House and Sena te races , w e have no t e le c te d a R epub lican 
g o ve rn o r in n e a r ly 2 0 yea rs an d in 1990, the R epub lic a n ca n d id a te cam e In th ird .

O th e r sm a lle r pa rtie s m ay a ls o find tha t a s tra teg y o f fo c u s in g on le g is la tiv e ra ce s Is m o te 
p ro d u c tiv e th a n be in g tied d ire c tly to the g o ve rn o r ’s ra ce fo r b a llo t a cce s s .T h is p ro p o se d legis ­
la tion w ou ld a llow  such a stra tegy th rough vo te r reg istra tion . It Is de fin ite ly In the bes t In te res ts o f i ill 
A la s ka n s to  en co u ra g e g re a te r vo te r pa rtic ip a tio n and enh a n ce A la s ka n s ' F irs t Am endm en t 
“ fre edom  o f a s so c ia t io n rig h ts ".

S ince re ly ,

P e te r S. H a llg ren , C hw r 
R epub lica n Pa rty o f A la s ka

Headquarter©; tOOl Wesl Flreweud Lane • Anenorago, A K  W 3 0 3  * (007; 276-4407 - Fax 276-0425

* • 4  M k /  TV* «<*.«-■  . trei VW * A (X*o»V«. * * - * -  9TW • + ~mf «*• *mH M  r * M  o A a  I W |  («J p j
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B a l l o t  A c c e s s  N e w s

g y n n i c * 1* ^ o X 'y

Richard Winger, Editor 
P.O. Box470296 

San Francisco, CA 94147 
(415) 922-9779 

FAX (415) 441-4268 
e-mail: ban@igc.apc.org

APR 1 7 1997

M a r c h  13, 1997

Hon-,—tfoh'ir bav ins ■ 
fax 90T-4iib-3-5±9-
De a r  K p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s :

T h a n k s  for y o u r  fax. I a m  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  y o u r  p o i n t ,  b u t  
I d o u b t  a c o u r t  w o u l d  h o l d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .
T h e r e  is n o t  a s i n g l e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  h o l d i n g ,  s t r i k i n g  down 
the r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a p a r t y  t p  m a i n t a i n  i t s e l f  o n  the ballot.
Even the A l a b a m a  law, w h i c h  r q y i r e s  a p a r t y  to p o l l  20% of 
the v o t e  for a s t a t e w i d e  o f f i c e ,  w a s  u p h e l d .  L a s t  y e a r  the 
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  law, w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a p a r t y  to p o l l  10% for 
P r e s i d e n t  or G o v e r n o r ,  w a s  uphfeld. T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  in 1971 
the U.S. S u p r e m e  C o u r t  in J e n n e s s  v  Fo- . s o n , 403 US 471, s e emed 
to think it w a s  O K  t h a t  G e o r g i a l r e q u i r e d  a v o t e  of 20% for 
p r e s i d e n t  (in t h e  e n t i r e  US!) o r  f o r  G o v e r n o r ,  to be a "party".

It is t r u e  the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  thr e w  o u t  t h e  old 10% vo t e  
t e s t  to b e  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  in V o q l e r  v M i l l e r  in 1983, b u t  
t h e y  spec: f i c a l l y  s t a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
to d o  it. 660 P 2d 1192.

Also, the 5th c i r c u i t  u p h e l d  L o u i s i a n a  law, w h i c h  says t h a t  a 
p a r t y  is s o m e t h i n g  chat e i t h e r  h a s  5% r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  or w h i c h  
p o l l e d  5% for p r e s i d e n t .  D a r t  v B r o w n , 717 F 2d 1491 (1983).

M a y b e  y o u  c o u l d  g e t  the b i l l  a m e n d e d  in t h e  S e n a t e  to a 1% 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  test. Y o u  c o u l d  p o i n t  out t h a t  the l a s t  third p a r t y  
to e l e c t  a US S e n a t o r ,  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  of N e w  Yo r k  (which 
e l e c t e d  J a m e s  B u c k l e y  in 1970; h e  d e f e a t e d  the R e p u b l i c a n  n o m i n e e  
a n d  the D e m o c r a t i c  n o m i n e e )  o n l y  h a d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a b o u t  1% at 
the time. T h i r d  p a r t i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  po l l  b i g  v o t e s  e v e n  w h e n  they 

h a v e  t i n y  r e g i s t r a t i o n .

I ' m  a l s o  f a x i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a p a r t y  to r e m a i n  on, b o  
you c a n  sec t h a t  g e n e r a l l y ,  w h e n  t h e r e  is a r e g i s t r a t i o n  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  
it's 1% or lower, s o m e t i m e s  m u c h  lower. I s e n t  the Ba m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
to Mr. S y k e s  a n d  a l s o  a n  A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n a l y s t  w h o  a 6 k e d  for it.

I f  the b i l l  p a s s e s  at 3% r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  c o u l d n ' t  t h e  A l a s k a  
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  h e l p  o u t  t h e  G r e e n  Party, by e n c o u r a g i n g  a c e r t a i n  
p e r c e n t a g e  of D e m o c r a t s  to r e - r e g i s t e r  " G r e e n " ?  T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  
u n e t h i c a l  a b o u t  that, it s e e m s  to me, g i v e n  the o b v i o u s  a t t e m p t  
of the R e p u b l i c a n  m a j o r i t y  to s k e w  the 1998 g u b e r n a t o r i a l  election.
I h o p e  t h e  G o v e r n o r  d o e s n ' t  v e t o  t h e  b i l l  b e c a u s e ,  a f t e r  all, it 
d o c s  g i v e  p a r t i e s  2 m e t h o d s  to r e m a i n  on t h e  b a l l o t ,  a n d  2 m e t h o d s  
is b e t t e r  t h a n  one. A l s o  m a y b e  :the big n e w s p a p e r s  w o u l d  e d i t o r i a l i z e  
t h a t  the b i l l  o u g h t  to b e  a m e n d e d  to a r e g i s t r a t i o n  t e s t  of 1%.

mailto:ban@igc.apc.org


Testimony submitted to Senate Finance on HB 112 on April 18,1997
Donna Gilbert
2223 S. Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

My name is Donna Gilbert and I have been registered voter in Alaska for 35 
years.

First of all, I would like to thank the Senate Finance Committee for the 
opportunity to testify in support of the House Finance Committee Substitute for 
House Bill 112.

The last time Alaskans were represented by a governor who won by a majority 
vote was in 1970 when Bill Egan was elected with 52.4 percent of the votes.

Since that time, we have had governors elected with as little as 38.9 percent of 
the vote. Our current governor won with a landslide of 41.1%. That hardly 
allows for the majority of Alaskans to be represented on the third floor.

I commend Rep. Vezey for speaking up for silent majority in Alaska and 
providing a method for political parties to have a choice as to whether or not they 
want to run candidates in a statewide election.

Political parties are organizations that supply three kinds of services:

1 . helping members of the collective influence legislation
that reflects the party’s philosophy

2 . helping people get bills passed

3. helping political candidates get elected

Existing state law requires a political party to recruit a candidate for governor to 
qualify itself as a political party every four years.

Current law places an unnecessaiy financial burden on small political parties 
and forces them to expend energies on gubernatorial races when they would 
rather focus their energy and financial resources on influencing legislation and 
helping political candidates other than statewide candidates get elected.

HB 112 provides that a political party could simply have a number of registered 
voters equal to 3% of the votes cast in the last gubernatorial race to qualify as a 
political party.



I d o  n o t th in k  a 3%  re q u ire m e n t is to o  rig id . I k n o w  th e re  h a v e  b e e n  se v e ra l 
a t te m p ts  b y o p p o n e n ts  o f th is  b ill to am e n d th e  le g is la t io n  a n d  a llo w  fo r th e  3%  
re q u ire m e n t to  be re d u c e d  to  1% . If s u c h an a m e n dm e n t w a s a d o p te d , e v e ry  
s p e c ia l in te re s t p re s s u re  g ro u p  in A la s k a  w o u ld  b e c om e a p o lit ic a l p a r ty .

I d o n 't k n o w  h ow  a n y o n e  c o u ld  o b je c t to  m a k in g  it e a s ie r fo r a g ro u p  o f p e o p le  to 
o rg a n iz e  a s a p o lit ic a l p a r ty . I e n c o u ra g e  yo u to p a s s th is  b ill a n d a llo w  
A la s k a n s  to  v o te  fo r th e  m a n n o t th e  p a r ty  in o u r n e x t g u b e rn a to r ia l e le c t io n .



B i l l  c h a n g e s  

r u l e s  f o r  

m i n o r i t y  

p a r t i e s

B  D e m o c ra ts  c a ll 
V e ze y 's  le g is la tio n  
p u re  p o lit ic s
By JEANINEPOHL SMITH
TXC J i m i A U  E X H A E

Alaskans haven’t elected a 
governor by a majority vote 
since 1970, and a bill passed by 
the House today could remedy 
that, according to sponsor Rep.- 
A1 Vezey.

Democrats are calling the 
North Pole Republican’s bill 
pure politics that could hurt 
Gov. Tony Knowles’ chances of 
re-election.

House Bill 112 changes the 
definition of political parties in 
state law so small parties could 
maintain their status in the 1998 
gubernatorial election without a 
candidate for governor.Vezey .said-today he jne£ely _
wanted to give parties more 
flexibility, allowing them to 
stay current without having to 
go through the extra effort of 
running a gubernatorial candi­
date.

L i m i t s . . .
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1

the stale Division o f Elections, 
213,404 votes were cast in the 
1994 general election, with 3 
percent equaling 6,402 votes.

Rep. Eric Croft said the 
measure, if passed, could help a 
Republican candidate for gover­
nor in the next race. That's be­
cause an AIP candidate 
wouldn’t be there to split the 
conservative vote with a Repub­
lican, but a Green candidate 
running against Knowles could 
divide the liberal vote.

«**wuouiC |/(UdCU 6lmlZ,
with Juneau Democratic Rep. 
Kim Elton voting against it. Ju­
neau Republican Rep. Bill Hud­
son was absent during the vote.

I f  passed, a political party 
would qualify as such i f it nom­
inated a candidate for governor 
who received at least 3 percent 
of the votes cast for governor in 
the preceding election. It would 
also qualify if the party has reg­
istered voters in the state equal 
to at least 3 percent of the votes 
cast for governor in the preced­
ing election.

Under current law, the only 
way a political group qualifies 
as a party is if it nominated a 
candidate for governor who re­
ceived at least 3 percent of the 
votes cast for governor in the 
previous election.

Democrats argue the change 
could let the Alaskan Indepen­
dence Party skip the 1998 guber­
natorial election, but force the 
Green Party of Alaska to run a 
candidate to keep its party stat­
us.

That's because the Green 
Party ’s 3,000 registered voters 
are below the 3 percent require­
ment, while the Alaskan Inde­
pendence Party’s about 16,000 
registered voters are more than 
the requirement. According to 

P l e a s e  s e e  Lim its, Pago 8

"It's playing politics with 
our election laws," said Croft, 
an Anchorage Democrat. " I get 
the sense that anything that has 
the potential to hurt Tony 
Knowles is a priority in this 
Legislature."

While Knowles, who won the 
199-1 election by a tiny margin, 
hasn’t declared his intentions, 
many in the Capitol expect him 
to run for a second term.

"Rep. Vezey’s legislation is 
pure politics, plain and simple, 
aimed at influencing the next 
election," said Bob King, the 
governor’s spokesman, in de­

claring the governor's opposi­
tion to the measure.

The AIP supports Vezey’s 
bill, and former Lt. Gov. Jack 
Coghill, die party’s chairman, 
told the House Finance Commit­
tee earlier this month that the 
group probably wouldn't run a 
candidate in the 1998 election. .

Vezey said he was aware his 
proposal would be controver­
sial. but his main goal was to 
give parties an ailernalive to 
running a candidate for gover­
nor. • v •

" I think it's very, reason­able," he said.



I,

1 9 7 0  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  E L E C T I O N  R E S U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Anderson/Merill (AIP) 1,206 1.5%
Egan/Boucher (D) 42,309 52.4%
Sheffield/McAlpine (R) 37,264 46.1%
Write-ins •  •

Totals 80,779 100.0%

" Write-in information was not kept in ‘70 or '74.

1 9 7 4  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  E L E C T I O N  R E S U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Egan/Boucher (D) 45,381 47.4%
Hammond/Thomas (R) 45,602 47.6%
Vogler/Peppler (AIP) 4,740 5.0%
Write-ins * •

Totals 95,723 100.0%

** Write-in information was not kept in '70 or ‘74.

1 9 7 8  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  E L E C T I O N  R E S  U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Croft/Hurley (D) 25,656 20.2%
Hammond/Miller (R) 49,580 39.1%
Kelly/Poland (A) 15,656 12.3%
Wright/Vogler (I) 2,463 1.9%
Write-in Hickcl* 33,555 26.4%

Totals 126,910 100.0%

• Primary race close - Hickel had a ballot sticker for his write-in campaign.

Prepared for Distribution by Rep. Al Vezey, February. 1997



1 9 8 2  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  E L E C T I O N  R E S U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Fink/Colleta (R) 72,291 37.1%
Randolph/Thompson (L) 29,067 14.9%
Sherfield/McAlpine (D) 89,918 46.1%
Vogler/Roberts (Al) 3,235 1.7%
Write-ins 374 0.2%

Totals 194,885 100.0%

1 9 8 6  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  E L E C T I O N  R E S U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Cov/per/McAlpine (D) 89,943 48.7%
O'Brannon/Barnes (L) 1,050 0.6%
Sturgulewski/Miller (R) 76,515 41.5%
Vogler/Rowe (Al) 10,013 5.4%
Write-in Hickel 4,958 2.7%
Write-in Hoch 107 0.1%
Write-in Misc. 1,969 1.1%

Totals 184,555 100.0%

□

1 9 9 0  G U B E R N A T O R I A L  FI F C T I O N  R E S U L T S

Candidates Party Total Votes % of Vote

Hickel/Coghill (Al) 75,721 38.9%
Knowles/Hensley (D) 60,201 30.9%
O'Callaghan/Darby (TPP) 942 0.5%
Sturgulewski/Campbell (R) 50,991 26.2%
Sykes/Crumb (GPA) 6,563 3.4%
Write-ins 332 0.2%

Totals 194,750 100.0%

Prepared for Distribution by Rep. Al Vezey, February, 1997
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ii o n -r— tr-obrrr-D a v  i.'c s • 
f a x 907--4-65-3-51-9-

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s :

T h a n k s  for y o u r  fax. I a m  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  y o u r  p o i n t ,  b u t  
I d o u b t  a c o u r t  w o u l d  h o l d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .
T h e r e  is n o t  a s i n g l e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  h o l d i n g ,  s t r i k i n g  d o w n  
the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for a p a r t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s e l f  o n  the b a l l o t .
Even the A l a b a m a  law, w h i c h  r q p i r e s  a p a r t y  to p o l l  20% of 
the v o t e  for a s t a t e w i d e  officfe, w a s  u p h e l d .  L a s t  y e a r  the 
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  law, w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a p a r t y  to p o l l  10% for 
P r e s i d e n t  o r  G o v e r n o r ,  w a s  u p h e l d .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is t h a t  in 1971 
the U.S. S u p r e m e  C o u r t  i n  J e n n e s s  v  F o r t s o n , 403 US 471, s e e m e d  
to think it w a s  O K  t h a t  Georgial r e q u i r e d  a v o t e  of 20% for 
p r e s i d e n t  (in t h e  e n t i r e  US!) or for G o v e r n o r ,  to be a "party".

It is t r u e  the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t h r e w  o u t  t h e  o l d  10% v o t e  
te s t  to be a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  in V o q l e r  v  M i l l e r  in 1983, b u t  
they s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

to d o  it. 6G0 P 2d 1192.

Also, the 5 t h  c i r c u i t  u p h e l d  L o u i s i a n a  law, w h i c h  s a y s  t h a t  a
p a r t y  is s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  e i t h e r  h a s  5% r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  or w h i c h
p o l l e d  5% for p r e s i d e n t .  D a r t  v Brown, 717 F 2d 1491 (1983).

M a y b e  y o u  c o u l d  g e t  the b i i l  a m e n d e d  in t h e  S e n a t e  to a 1% 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  test. Y o u  c o u l d  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  thi r d  p a r t y  
to e l e c t  a US S e n a t o r ,  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  of N e w  Yo r k  (which 
e l e c t e d  J a m e s  B u c k l e y  in 1970? h e  d e f e a t e d  the R e p u b l i c a n  n o m i n e e  
a n d  the D e m o c r a t i c  n o m i n e e )  o n l y  h a d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a b o u t  1% at 
the time. T h i r d  p a r t i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  po l l  b i g  v o t e s  e v e n  w h e n  t h e y  

ha v e  t i n y  r e g i s t r a t i o n .

I'm a l s o  f a x i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for a p a r t y  to r e m a i n  on, so 
you c a n  s e c  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y ,  w h e n  t h e r e  is a r e g i s t r a t i o n  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  
it's 1% or l o wer, s o m e t i m e s  m u c h  lower. I s e n t  t h e  s a m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
to Mr. S y k e s  a n d  a l s o  a n  A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n a l y s t  w h o  a s k e d  for it.

I f  the b i l l  p a s s e s  at 3% r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  c o u l d n ' t  t h e  A l a s k a
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  h e l p  o u t  the G r e e n  P a rty, by e n c o u r a g i n g  a c e r t a i n  
p e r c e n t a g e  of D e m o c r a t s  to r c - r e g i s t e r  " G r e e n " ?  T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  
u n e t h i c a l  a b o u t  that, it s e e m s  to me, g i v e n  the o b v i o u s  a t t e m p t  
of the R e p u b l i c a n  m a j o r i t y  to s k e w  the 1990 g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n .
I h o p e  t h e  G o v e r n o r  d o e s n ' t  v e t o  t h e  b i l l  b e c a u s e ,  a f t e r  all, it 
d o c s  g i v e  p a r t i e s  2 m e t h o d s  to r e m a i n  on t h e  b a llot, a n d  2 m e t h o d s  
is b e t t e r  t h a n  one. A l s o  m a y b e  t h e  big n e w s p a p e r s  w o u l d  e d i t o r i a l i z e  
that the b i l l  o u g h t  to b e  a m e n d e d  to a r e g i s t r a t i o n  t e s t  of 1%.
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R E G I S T R A T I O N  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R  R E T E N T I O N  O F  " P O L I T I C A L  PARTY"

S T A T U S  IN W E S T E R N  S T A T E S :  e l e c t i o n  c o d e  c i t a t ion

1. A r i z o n a  2 / 3 r d s  of 1% 16-801
2. C a l i f o r n i a  o n c - f i f t c c n t h  of 1% 5100
3. C o l o r a d o  1 , 0 0 0  (works o u t  to .05%) H o u s e  Bill 1168
4. N e v a d a  1% 293.066, 293.1 7 1 5 . 2 ( b )
5. Oregon o n e - t w e n t i e t h  of 1% 2 4 9 . 7 3 2
6. N e w  M e x i c o  o n e - t h i r d  of 1% 1-1-9

H a w a i i ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  Idaho, M o n t a n a ,  U t a h  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e  for any 
v o t e r  to r e g i s t e r  into a n y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  on v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
forms. T h e r e  is no d a t a  in t h e s e  s t a t e s  as to h o w  m a n y  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r s  e a c h  p a r t y  has. The c o n c e p t  d o e s n ' t  exist.

In A l a s k a  a n d  Wyo m i n g ,  the l e g a l  s t a t u s  of a p a r t y  is b a s e d  
e n t i r e l y  on its vote; its r e g i s t r a t i o n  tot a l  is i r r e l evant.

S o m e  of the r e q u i r e m e n t s  a b o v e  a r e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to a p a r t y ' s  
g e t t i n g  e n o u g h  votes; o t h e r s  are in a d d i t i o n  to a p a r t y  g e t t i n g  

a p a r t i c u l a r  vote.

The b i l l  in C o l o r a d o  h a s  p a s s e d  the H o u s e  and is e x p e c t e d  to 

p a s s  the S e n a t e  this m o n t h .

mailto:ban@igc.apc.org
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ILLINOIS LOSS
O o  M a rc h  7 .  i h c  7 th  c i r c u i t  u p h e l d  
I N in o i i  c le c u ' o o  la w  w h ic h  r e q u i r e s  
p e t i t i o n s  s ig u c d  b y  5 %  o f  th e  lo s t  
v o te  c a s t ,  fo r  m i t to r  p a r ty  c a n d id a te s  
f o r  d i s t r i c t  o f f ic e . U b e r t a r ic u i  P a r t y  
o f  I l l i n o i s  v  R e d n o u r ,  9 6 - 1 5 6 1 .

T h e  p a r ly  h a d  a r g u e d  th a t  s i n c e  i t  is  
q u a l i f ie d  fo r  s ta te w id e  o f f ic e ,  i t  i t  i r ­
r a t io n a l  to  r e q u i r e  i t  to  s u b m i t  s u c h  
o n e r o u s  p e t i t io n s  f o r  i t s  c a n d id a t e s  
f o r  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e .  T h e  c o u r t  r e ­
s p o n d e d  to  th i s  a r g u m e n t  b y  b e l i t ­
t l in g  th e  p a r ty ’s e le c to r a l  s h o w in g  in  
t h e  1 9 9 4  e le c tio o . M u s t  w a s  m a d e  o f  
th e  f a c t  tb n t  th e  p a r ty  h a d  o n ly  p o l le d  
1 .6 %  f o r  G o v e r n o r  ( i f  th e  p a r ty  h a d  
p o l l e d  5 %  f o r  G o v e r n o r ,  i t  w o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  c o n s id e re d  q u a l i f ie d  fo r  a ll 
o f f ic e ,  n o t  ju s t  s ta te w id e  o f f ic e ) .

T h e  p a r ty  a ls o  a rgued  t h a t  th e  1 9 9 5  
U .S . S u p re m e  C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  U .S .  
T e rm  U m l l s  v  T h o r n t o n  m e a n t  t h a t  
I l l i n o i s  c o u ld  n o t  r e q u i r e  5 %  p e t i ­
t io n s  f o r  th e  p a r ty ’s  c a n d id a te s  f o r  th e  
U .S . H o u s e . T h e  7 th  c i r c u i t  r e f u s e d  
to  a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  th e  T e rm  L im it s  
m i r  c h a n g e d  th e  o ld  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
w h e th e r  s t a i d  c a n  a d d  to  th e  q u a l i f i ­
c a t i o n s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  U . S .  
C o n s t i tu t io n  fo r  C o n g re s s .

P r io r  t o  th e  1 9 9 5  d e d u 'o n .  t m -  
m o n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  (a s  c x p i  in  
n u m e r o u s  I o w c t  c o u r t  o p im  w a s  
th a t  th e  s ta te s  c o u ld  n o t  p ic v  a n y ­
o n e  f ro m  b e in g  e le c te d  to  C o u g T C ss, 
iT b e  o r  s h e  m e t  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
l i s t e d  in  th e  U .S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  
H o w e v e r ,  s ta te s  c o u ld  m a k e  i t  d i f f i ­
c u l t  f o r  c e r ta in  d o s s e s  o f  c a n d id a te  to  
r u n  f o r  C o n g r e s s ,  b y  k e e p in g  th e m  
o f f  th e  b a llo t  a n d  fo rc in g  th e m  to  ru n  
a s  w r ite - in  c a n d id a te s .

T h e  U .S .  S u p re m e  C o u r t  w e n t  f u r ­
th e r ;  i t  s a id  th a t  s t a te s  c a n n o t  e v e n  
d is c r im in a te  a g a in s t  a n y  d a t a  o f  c a n ­
d id a te s  fo r  C o n g re s s . C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  
i t  s t r u c k  d o w n  th e  A r k a n s a s  te r m  
l i m i t s  la w ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  th n t  l a w  
p e r m i t t e d  o n y o n c  to  b e  e l e c t e d  t o  
C o n g r e s s ,  v ia  w r i te - in s .

I l l i n o i s  d o e s  d i s c r im in a te  a g a in s t  a  
c ln s s  o f  c a u d id n tc s  f o r  C o n g r e s s ,  
n a m e ly ,  th e  c la s s  o f  c a n d id a te s  w h o  
a r e  n o m in a te d  b y  a  q u a l i f i e d  p a r ty  
w h ic h  d i d  n o t  p o ll  o s  m u c h  a s  5 %  o f  
t h e  g u b e rn a to r ia l  v o te . T h e  7 ih  c i r ­
c u i t  d id  n o t  e v e n  d is c u s s  th i s  p o in t .

T h e  7 th  c i r c u i t  a l s o  f a i l e d  e v e n  to  
m e n t io n  th e  p a r ty 's  t h i r d  a rg u m e n t ,  
w h ic h  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  l . l i n o i r  o n ly  r e ­
q u i r e s  5 .0 0 0  s i g n a tu r e s  f o r  m in o r  
p a r ty  c a n d id a te s  f o r  U .S . H o u s e  in  
d e c u 'o n  y e a r s  h e ld  a f te r  r e a p p o r tio n -  
m e a l ,  th e r e  c a n ’t b o  a n y  v a l id  s t a te  
in te r e s t  in  r e q u i r in g  a lm o s t  tw ic e  a i  
m a n y  s i g n a tu r e s  i n  o t h e r  e le c t io n  
y e a r s .  S in c e  b o th  th e  U .S . D is t r i c t  
C o u r t  a n d  t h e  7 th  c i r c u i t  f a i le d  e v e n  
to  m e n t io n  th i s  i s s u e ,  a n y  m in o r  
p a r ty  is  s t i l l  f r e e  to  f ile  a  n e w  la w s u i t  
s t r ic t ly  o n  th i s  i s s u e ,  s in c e  t h e  is s u e  
h a s  n o t  b e e n  a d ju d ic a te d .  H o w e v e r , 
to  h a v e  s t a n d in g ,  t h e  m in o r  p a r ty  
w o u ld  n e e d  to  c o l le c t  a t  le a s t  5 ,0 0 0  
v a l id  s ig n a tu r e s  fo r  o n e  o f  i t s  U .S .  
H o u se  c an d id a te s .

T h e  o p in io n  w a s  w r i t te n  b y  J u d g e  
M ic h a d  K a n n c .  a  R e a g a n  a p p o in te e ,  
a n d  s ig n e d  b y  J u d g e  K e n n e th  R ip p le ,  
a  R e a g a n  a p p o r o t e c .  a n d  W a l t e r  
C u m m in g s ,  a  J o h n s o n  a p p o i n t e e .  
N o  a p p e a l is  p la n n e d .

HIGH COURT TO HEAR 
LOUISIANA APPEAL

O n  M a r c h  1 7  t h e  U .S .  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  a g r e e d  to  h e a r  L o u is ia n a 's  a p ­
p e a l  in  F o s t e r  v  L o v e .  n o . 9 6 - 6 7 0 ,  
o v e r  w h e th e r  L o u is ia n a  is  b r e a k in g  
f e d e ra l  la w  b y  L o ld in g  I ts  c o n g r e s ­
s io n a l  e le c d o n s  in  S e p te m b e r  in s te a d  
o f  N o v e m b e r . T h e  lo w e r  c o u r t  h ad  
ru le d  a g a in s t  th e  s ta te .

OTHER LAWSUIT NEWS
1. A r i z o n a : O n  M a rc h  2 8 ,  U .S . 

D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  J u d g e  W i l l i a m  D . 
B r o w n in g ,  a  R e a g a n  a p p o in te e ,  ru le d  
t h a t  t h e  G r c e u  P a r ty 's  c h a l l e n g e  to  
A r iz o n a  in d e p e n d e n t  c a n d id a te  p ro c e ­
d u re s  h a s  m e r i t ,  a n d  d e n ie d  th o  s ta te 's  
m o t io n  t o  d i s m i i s .  C a m p b e l l  v 
H u l l ,  c v 9 6 -4 4 4 .  A tr ia l  w il l  b e  h e ld ,  
u n le s s  th e  le g is la tu r e  a m e n d s  th e  l a w .  
A riz o n a 's  in d e p e n d e n t c a n d id a te  d e a d ­
l i n e  is  in  J u n e . F o r  p r e s id e n t ,  (h is  is  
th e  th i rd  e a r l ie s t  d e a d l in e  in  th e  n a ­
t io n ,  a f te r  T e x a s  a n d  M a in e .

2 .  A r k a n s a s : O n  A p r il  16 . th e  8 lh  

c i r c u i t  w il l  h e a r  A rk a n s a s ' a p p e a l  in  
C it iz e n s  to  E s t a b li s h  a  R e fo rm  P a r t y  
v  P r i e s t ,  n o . 9 6 - 3 2 3 8 .  T h e  lo w e r  
c o u r t  h a d  ru le d  th a t  th e  J a n u a ry  p e t i ­
t io n  d e a d l in e  f o r  n e w  p a r t ie s  i s  t o o  
e a r ly ,  a n d  th e  3 %  p e t i t i o n  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t is  lo o  d if f ic u l t .

3 .  H o n d a ' th e  S o c ia l is t  W o rk e rs  a n d  

G re e n  P a r t ie s  a r e  a p p e a lin g  th e i r  lo s s  
in  S W P  v  L e a h y ,  t h e  c a s e  o v e r  th e  
law th a t  u n q u a l i f ie d  p a r tie s  m u s t  p o s t  
t . b o n d  in  o r d e r  t o  r e g is te r  th e ir  p a r ly  
n a m e . F lo r id a  s a y s  i t  w o n 't  e n fo rc e  
th e  la w , s o  th e  lo w e r  c o u r t  r e fu s e d  to  
d e c la r e  i t  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  b u t  th e  
p a r t ie s  w a n t  a  ju d i c i a l  d e c is io n  th a t  
th e  la w  i s  v o i d

4 .  I o w a - -ire 8 th  c ir c u i t  h ad  s c h e d u le d  

a n  A p r il  15  h e a r in g  in  M a rc u s  v  Io w a  
P u b l i c  7 V , o v e r  w h e th e r  a  T V  
s t a t i o n  o w n e d  b y  th e  s ta te  c o u ld  
s p o n s o r  a  c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d i d a t e  
d e b a te  a n d  re fu s e  to  in v ite  th e  N a tu ra l 
L a w  P a r ty  c a n d id a te  to  p a r t ic ip a te . 
H o w e v e r ,  th e  h e a r in g  w a s  p o s tp o n e d  
in d e f in i t e ly ,  s in c e  th e  U S .  S u p re m e  
C o u r t  a g r e e d  to  h e a r  a  s o m e w h a t  
s im i la r  c a s e . T h e  N a tu ra l  L aw  P a r ty  
h a s  a s k e d  th e  8 th  c ir c u i t  to  r e c o n s id e r  
th e  p o s tp o n e m e n t.

5 . V i r g in ia : th e  4 th  c ir c u it  w ill h o ld  

a  h e a r in g  o a  M a y  8  in  W o o d  v 
B r o w n .  9 6 - 1 3 3 2 .  t h e  c a s e  o v e r  
V ir g in ia 's  J u n e  p e t i t io n  d e a d l in e  f o r  
n o n - p r e s id e n t io ]  m in o r  p a r ty  a n d  
in d e p e n d e n t  c a n d id a te s .  T h e  lo w e r  
c o u r t  h a d  s tru c k  d o w n  ilk; dead line .

ODD ALASKA BILL
O n  M a rc h  2 6 ,  t h e  A la s k a  H o u s e  
p a s s e d  H B  1 1 2 , w h ic h  m a k e s  i t  
s o m e w h a t  e a s ie r  f o r  a q u a lif ie d  p a r ty  
to  r e m a in  o n  th e  b a l lo t .  T h e  v o te  
w a s  21 • 12 . w i th  D e m o c ra ts  o p p o se d .

C u r r e n t  la w  d e f in e s  "p a rty *  to  b e  a  
g ro u p  w h ic h  p o lle d  a l  le a s t 3 %  o f  th e  
v o te  f o r  G o v e rn o r .  T h e  b ill  a d d s  a n  
a l t e r n a t i v e ,  th a t  a  p a r ty  i s  a l s o  
q u a l i f ie d  i f  i t  fcas r e g i s t r a t io n  o f  a t 
le a s t  1 0 .0 0 0  m e m b e rs .

T h e  b i l l  h a s  p a r t i s a n  m o t iv a t io n s .  
T h e re  a r c  tw o  q u a l i f ie d  m in o r  p a r t ie s  
in  A la sk a : A la s k a  In d e p e n d e n c e , a n d  
G re e n . T h e  A la s k a  1994  g u b e r n a to ­
r ia l  v o t e  w a s  v e r y  c l o r e  T h e  
R e p u b lic a n s  w o u ld  l ik e  to  e n t ic e  th e  
A la s k a  In d e p e n d e n c e  P a r ty  to  a b s ta in  
f ro m  (h e  1 9 9 8  g u b e r n a to r ia l  r a c e ,  
s in c e  th e y  b e l ie v e  th n t  m o s t  v o te r s  
w h o  v o te  fo r  th a t  p a r ty ,  w o u ld  v o te  
R c p u h lic a n  i f  th e  A I P  b a d  n o  c a n d i ­
d a te .  S in c e  th e  A I P  h a s  o v e r  1 0 .0 0 0  
m e m b e r s ,  th e  b i l l  p ro v id e s  a m e a n s  
t o  k e e p  th e  A I P  o u  th e  b a l lo t  a f t e r  
1 9 9 8 , e v e n  i f  i t  s k ip s  th e  g u b e r n a to ­
r ia l  r a c e  (G re e n s  o n ly  h a v e  3 ,0 0 0 ) .

Ballot Aecx-,7 N,-w,. Ba 470296. S*n Francisco €A 9-4 H7.ULf l  222-777?
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1996 REGISTRATION TOTALS
i n d o . & M i s c ,  U S  l a *  M a m  l i M  

2 2 4 .0 8 0  ?  7  7

Gnxa
3 ,0 3 4

N a t L a w  

7

m b s

1 6 ,1 8 6

9 1 1 .0 2 4 1 .0 1 2 .2 8 2 2 9 5 ,4 9 9 7 5 4 2 1 8 ,4 1 8 7 7

C a li f . 7 3 8 7 , 5 0 4 5 . 7 0 4 5 3 6 1 .8 3 6 .8 4 6 2 9 0 .1 7 2 1 0 8 3 8 1 7 7 .6 7 5 9 5 ,0 9 0 8 4 ,6 6 5 7 7 3 1 6

C o lo ra d o 7 1 9 ,0 8 2 8 2 4 ,2 2 2 7 3 9 .1 3 0 7 7 2 ,4 2 0 5 0 1 7 148

C o n n . 6 5 6 .7 3 7 4 5 5 5 5 5 6 5 2 .4 4 8 1 2 7 7 7 0 2 ,0 1 7 7 1 ,4 8 8

D d  a w a re 1 7 7 .7 2 8 1 4 8 ,8 0 6 9 ) 3 9 5 2 1 6 2 9 9 5 6 6 1 0 431 1 5 7

D t.  C o l . 2 8 2 .4 .5 4 2 5 ,4 6 3 4 8 3 7 1 7 7 7 7 7 5 ,1 3 1

F lo r id a 3 .7 2 8 .5 1 3 3 3 0 9 , 1 0 5 9 2 8 .4 9 2 7 9 1 5 5 7 5 ,5 0 9 7 3 1 1 1 9 1 0 3 ,7 7 2

Io w a 5 7 5 3 6 0 6 0 3 .0 6 8 5 6 3 3 3 0 - - - - - -

K a n s a s 4 2 3 5 9 5 6 5 0 5 6 6 3 5 1 .4 9 2 9 3 6 9 ,8 2 9 - - **

K e n lc k y 1 .4 7 5 ,8 0 2 7 4 6 ,1 7 4 1 7 4 .1 1 0 7 7 7 ? 7 - -

L o u ia ’n n 1 . 6 5 4 3 8 8 5 3 6 .1 4 7 3 4 8 .7 0 5 7 7 7 7 7

M a ir .c 2 9 8 .2 0 4 2 7 1 5 6 5 3 3 8 ,6 3 1 7 2 3 ,4 7 4 7 2 ,5 8 0 ? - -

M a ry la n d 1 5 1 8 .2 4 8 7 7 5 3 9 6 2 8 9 3 7 1 2 5 4 4 2 5 3 ,7 8 5 7 9 8 - -
M o s s . 1 3 1 9 .7 5 3 4 7 6 5 8 1 1 .6 5 1 .0 5 0 7 7 8 ,1 5 7 1 8 9 4 9 1 5 8 8

N e b ra sk a 3 8 4 .6 6 7 5 0 2 ,0 3 0 1 2 7 3 9 4 7 4 2 3 4 5 7

N ev ad a 3 2 5 .4 5 0 3 2 9 .6 6 1 1 0 5 ,8 5 4 1 2 ,9 2 3 3 5 3 ,8 3 3 9 3 6 9

N . I J a m p . 2 0 6 3 7 3 2 7 6 ,1 2 9 2 2 7 ,6 2 7 7 7 3 .2 0 7 ? 7

N . J e r s e y 1 .0 9 9 .7 2 2 8 6 6 .8 7 3 2 3 5 4 .2 7 1

N . M c x . 4 5 7 .6 7 8 2 8 1 .8 9 5 9 2 3 8 0 7 7 1 ,4 0 7 5 .8 4 1 ?
N . Y o rk 4 ,7 3 8 .2 5 4 2 . 9 9 6 5 1 1 2 .0 5 2 .0 2 1 4 5 .7 7 2 7 0 .1 1 4 2 5 7 ,4 8 4

N o . C a r . 2 3 4 6 , 5 5 2 1 .4 5 6 5 9 9 5 1 1 .4 7 .6 3 1 1 2 5 8 5 7 0
O k la . 1 . 1 6 9 5 2 6 6 9 0 .6 1 1 1 1 8 .6 1 0 1 2 9 141

O re g o n 7 8 8 .0 0 1 7 0 1 ,9 0 1 3 9 0 3 4 2 8 4 4 0 1 0 .1 0 2 J .5 2 9 4 1 ,0 7 4
P e n n s y J . 3 3 3 4 . 7 7 7 2 ,9 0 9 ,1 4 3 5 3 7 .1 9 5 2 5 9 4 2 .0 9 3 1 4 .4 3 5 ? 7 . •
S o . D a k . 1 8 4 .2 6 2 7*1.932 5 1 .1 2 1 7 7 6 5 6 7 7 . .
W . V a . 6 1 6 3 0 7 2 8 8 .1 9 9 6 6 3 3 9 7 7 7 7 7 • •
W y o . 7 4 ,6 7 3 1 4 0 .4 3 8 2 5 3 7 9 7 7 181 ? ' 4 0 . • •

T O T A L  3 6 .9 2 4 .6 4 2 2 7 3 0 5 3 9 7 1 5 ,1 9 5 .0 3 5 3 5 2 5 4 5 2 0 8 .9 1 0 1 6 3 2 JO 1 1 1 3 4 2 8 5 8 5 3 4 6 4 ,2 4 4

P E U C l iN T 4 5 .6 9  ' 3 3 .7 9 1 8 .8 0 .4 4 .2 6 .2 0 .1 4 .11 5 7

T h e  p a n i c s  in  t h e  * 'O lh c r"  c o lu m n  u rc : A la s k a  I n d e p e n d e n c e  in  M a s k s ;  P e a c e  a n d  F re e d o m  i n  C a l l f o r a in ;  P o p u J J s i  i u  
C o lo r a d o  3 9 .  C o n c e rn e d  D 't i r e m  in  C o lo r a d o  1 0 9 ; A  C o n n e c t ic u t  P a r ty  i n  C o n n e c t ic u t  1 .4 1 4 . I n d q ie n d c n c e  i n  C o n n e c t ic u t  
7 4 ;  A  D e la w a r e  P a r ty  i n  D e la w a re ;  S ta te h o o d  in  D .C . 4 .3 8 1 ,  U n io ja  i n  D .C . 7 5 0 ;  th e s e  p a r l i e s  i n  F lo r id a :  I n d e p e n d e n t  
1 0 1 ,1 3 8 ,  C o n s e r v a t iv e  1 ,1 5 9 .  I n d e p e n d e n c e  1 ,1 4 8 , A m e r ic a n  1 8 3 , S o c ia l i s t  W o rk e r*  1 0 7 , R e fo r m -S i l ly  3 7 ;  th e s e  p a r t ie s  i n  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s :  I n te rd e p e n d e n t  1 ,3 1 9 ,  S o c ia l i s t  1 4 9 , C o n s e r v a t iv e  8 1 ,  P ro h ib i t io n  1 4 , o th c re  2 5 ;  th e s e  p a r t ie s  i n  N e w  Y o rk :  
C o n s c r ’s t i v e  1 5 9 ,4 9 9 , L ib e ra l  9 0 5 0 5 ,  F re e d o m  7 .4 8 0 ;  S o c ia l i s t  in  O re g o n .

A ll d a t a  i s  f o r  O c to b e r  o r  N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 6 , e x c e p t  M n in c  d a ta ,  w h ic h  i s  f o r  J u n e  1 9 9 6 . N o v e m b e r  199G  d a ta  f o r  M a in e  w ill  
b e  r e p o r te d  i n  t h e  n e x t  is s u e .

S ta te s  n o t  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e  d o  n o t  p r o v id e  f o r  v o : e n  t o  r e g is te r  i n t o  p a r l i e s ,  w u c n  th e y  r e g i s te r  to  v o te . R h o d e  I s la n d  r e g i s ­
t r a t io n  f u n n s  u k  th e  v o te r  t o  c h o o s e  a  p a r ty ,  b u t  th e  s ta te  d o e r  n o t  k e e p  tr a c k  o f  h o w  m a n y  p e o p le  j o i n  a n y  p a r ty .

A  d n a h  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  v o te r s  a r c  n o t  p e r m i t te d  t o  a g i s t e r  i n t o  a  p a r t i c u la r  p a r ty ,  s in c e  th e  p a r t ic u la r  p a r ty  i s  n o t ,  o r  w a r  n o t ,  
q u a l i f ie d  in  t l ia t  s ta te ,  a n d  th e  s ta le  w o n ’t le t  p e o p le  r e g i s te r  in to  u n q u a l i f ie d  p a r t ie s .  A  q u e s t io n  m a rk  m e a n s  tliRf th e  s ta te  h a s  
n o t  t a b u la te d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e g is t r a n ts  i n  a  p a r t i c u la r  p a r ty .

I g j g k J g a  h g o  w e r e :  IX -ru. 3 4 .5 8 6 ,6 7 6  ( 4 7 .1 3 % ) ,  R e p .  2 4 ,6 1 8 ,0 9 2  ( 3 3 .5 5 % ) ,  J n d p .  &  m is c .  1 3 3 6 3 ,8 0 3  

( 1 8 .2 1 % ) .  U .S . T a x p a y e r*  2 4 6 .9 5 1  ( -3 4 % ), L ib e r ta r i a n  1 0 9 .0 0 1  ( .1 5 % ) ,  O rc c n  8 9 ,5 6 6  ( .1 2 % ) .  P a tr io t  4 1 .1 8 7  ( .0 6 % )  o th e r  
p n r t ic s  3 2 8 3 3 3  ( .4 5 % ) .

T o t a | 1?_ f p ^ r _ y c q n _ f i g f  w e r e :  D c m , 3 5 .6 1 6 .6 3 0  ( 4 7 .7 6 % ) .  R e p .  2 4 . 5 9 0 3 8 3  ( 3 2 .9 7 % ) ,  J n d p .  &  r n ls c .  1 3 .6 1 7 ,1 6 7  

( 1 8 .2 6 % ) ,  U .S .T a x p n y c r s 2 4 7 ,9 9 5  ( .3 3 % ) . G r e e n  1 0 2 .5 5 7  ( .1 4 % ) .  l i b e r t a r i a n  1 0 0 3 9 4  ( .1 3 % ) .  o th e r  p a r t ie s  3 0 6 .6 7 3  ( .4 1 % ) .

B allot Accc;s News. B* 470296. San Ivanasco CA 94147 (415 ) 922-9779 5
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Division of Elections
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
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Juneau, Alaska 99811-0017
Telephone: (907) 465-5347
POSITION STATEMENT: Provided testimony on HB 112.
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425 "J" Street, Suite 920 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Telephone: (907)
POSITION STATEMENT: Provided testimony on HB 112.

ACTION NARRATIVE

TAPE 97-19, SIDE A 
Number 0001

The House State Affairs Standing Committee was called to order by 
Chair Jeannette James at 8:05 a.m. Members present at the call to 
order were Representatives James, Berkowitz, Dyson, Elton, Hodgins,



and Ivan. Member absent was Vezey.

HB 112 - AMEND DEFINITION OF "POLITICAL PARTY"

The next order of business to come before the House State Affairs Standing Committee 
was PIB 112, "An Act amending the definition of'political party' except as the definition 
of the term applies to the regulation of contributions and expenditures in state and 
municipal election campaigns, an amendment that also has the effect of changing the 
definition of 'political organization1 as applied to the regulation of games of chance and 
contests of skill."

CHAIR JAMES called on Representative Al Vezey, sponsor of HB 11?, to present the 
bill.

Number 0755

REPRESENTATIVE AL VEZEY explained that HB 112 was an endeavor to change the 
nature of the general election for statewide offices. Currently, the system included a 
primary election and then "I would characterize this thing-a lottery-that followed that." 
There had been candidates elected to statewide offices, most notably to governor, that had 
received as little as 36 percent of the votes. It had been a long time since anyone received 
more than 42 percent of the votes. One of the reasons was because current election law 
encouraged groups of people who wanted to call themselves a political party to run a 
candidate for governor. "That is our measurement of how we establish a political party 
for most of Alaska Statutes." House Bill 112 would change that by creating another 
option to establish a political party. It did not take away the right of people to get 
together and run a candidate for governor and qualify as a political party, but rather the 
bill provided an alternative for groups to be recognized as a party. He explained that the 
figure 10,000 was equivalent to approximately 3 percent of the votes, in the last general 
election. In addition, the party did not have to run a candidate for governor to retain its 
qualification, and it was hopeful that if the bill became law as many as three parties 
would no longer feel a need to throw a candidate into the general election.

Number 0934

REPRESENTATIVE IVAN asked Representative Vezey if this would allow the 
undeclared or undecided voters to form a political party?

Number 0951

REPRESENTATIVE VEZEY replied, "Not declaring a party affiliation under this bill 
would not classify those people as a member of a political party." However, if they 
wished to create a party called "undeclared" or "independent" and they got 10,000



registered voters then it would become a political party. There would still be on the voter 
registration card a category, by default, called "undeclared."

Number 1041

JAMES BALDWIN, Assistant Attorney General, Governmental Affairs Section, Civil 
Division, Department of Law, explained that the definition of a "political party" involved 
substantial litigation in the past, particularly over the 3 percent requirement. He cited the 
Vogler case where the threshold was reduced from 10 percent to o 3 percent. It was 
possible to add another threshold, but he believed the legislature should create a record to 
justify liie 10,000 registered voter requirement. "It just isn’t something that, I think, that 
can be done arbitrarily and successfully defended." There needed to be a compelling 
interest on the part of the state to impose such a limitation, and it needed to be the least 
restrictive. He did not know how the sponsor arrived at the 10,000 figure, but until that 
was put into a record, there wasn't much to defend.

MR. BALDWIN further stated there was the issue of political affiliation disclosure. He 
cited a federal case, NAACP v. Button where it was found that there was a strong First 
Amendment right to keep one's political affiliation private. In addition, the largest 
percentage of the registered voters in Alaska were non-partisan or no-party. He assumed 
that was because Alaskans did not like to disclose their party affiliation publicly. 
Therefore, one unintended result would be to require a disclosure of one’s party affiliation 
in order to qualify for the second prong of the proposed definition.

MR. BALDWIN further stated, in its current form, the department did not support the 
bill.

Number 1250

CHAIR JAMES asked Mr. Baldwin if he had any suggestion0? If the bill said 
"registered voters or 3 percent of the last election," for example, what would that do? It 
still made a person disclose his or her party affiliation. What if a person did not have to 
do disclose it every time, for example?

Number 12S0

MR. BALDWIN replied there was a problem tracking political affiliation. Voter 
registrations were open and available to the public. They were a valuable tool to the 
political parties and to campaigns. "One option that could he considered would be some 
limited way of making this information confidential perhaps to the administration that's 
making that determination as to whether or not they met the basic threshold." 
Consequently, the political parties would not have access to the information that they 
valued.

Number 1358



GAIL FENUMIAI, Election Coordinator, Central Office, Division of Elections, Office of 
the Lieutenant Governor, stated the division believed that this new definition of a political 
party would be an additional expense and be administratively burdensome. Presently, the 
division tracked party affiliation of only the recognized parties. She cited: Democrat, 
Republican, Alaskan Independence, Green, Undeclared, Non-Partisan, and Other. The 
voter registration system was not set up to handle a wide variety of other political party 
affiliations that somebody could put down if they checked the "other" category. At 
present, they were all lumped together into this category. She reiterated this bill would 
cause some problems for the division.

Number 1429

REPRESENTATIVE HODGINS asked Ms. Fenumiai if she saw any advantages of the 
bill if the logistics were in place?

Number 1438

MS. FENUMIAI replied she could not see any other advantage other than creating 
another avenue for a group of people to become a political party.

Number 1458

KEN JACOBUS, Legal Counsel, Republican Party of Alaska, was the first person to 
testify via teleconference in Anchorage. He supported HB 112. He called it a good idea 
and it should be passed. A small political party should not have to undertake the 
expensive gubernatorial campaign each election to retain its status. He agreed with Mr. 
James Baldwin that a legislative record was needed.

MR. JACOBUS further stated that the parties would oppose any confidentiality of the 
records. He referred the committee members to a memorandum dated January 29, 1997, 
from Mr. Jack chenoweth, Legislative Counsel, and stated consideration should be given 
to making a uniform definition of a "political party" throughout the Alaska Statutes. 
There were two definitions now, and if the bill was enacted there would be three. 
Moreover, the Republican Party of Alaska had a problem with the issue of defining a 
political party for the purpose of campaign financing. The legislature should consider 
input from all of the political parties to ensure that the parties did not have any problems.

Number 1571

CHAIR JAMES asked Mr. Jacobus if he would comment on the issue of the 
constitutionality of the bill addressed earlier by Mr. James Baldwin?

Number 1580



MR. JACOBUS replied the NAACP v. Button case dealt with disclosure of the 
membership records of the NAACP which was a different issue. "I don't think you're 
really going to run into a problem because a political party will have two ways now in 
order to exercise its right to political affiliation." He cited the 3 percent route and the 
10,000 route. The 10,000 route was a free choice because registered voters needed to be 
obtained. "I don't see that it's a big problem, myself."

Number 1648

CHAIR JAMES called for a motion to move the bill out of the committee.

Number 1650

REPRESENTATIVE DYSON moved that HB 112 move from the committee with the 
attached fiscal note(s) and individual recommendations. There was no objection, HB 112 
was so moved from the House State Affairs Standing Committee.

ADJOURNMENT

Number 1670

CHAIR JAMES adjourned the House State Affairs Standing Committee meeting at 9:53 
a.m.



Date Referred to Committee: February 26, 1997 FURTHER »x£FERRALS:

Date of Committee Action: / M i o l q ' T -

The FINANCE Committee considered: HB 112

HOUSE BILL NO. 112 ' AMEND DEFINITION OF “POLITICAL PARTY”

“An Act amending the definition of ‘political party’ except as the definition of the term applies to the regulation of 
contributions and expenditures in state and municipal election campaigns, an amendment that also has the effect of 
changing the definition of ‘political[ organization^ as appiied to the regulation of games of chance and contests of skill.”

H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

(ii)
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HOUSE F INANCE COMMITTEE
M a rch  10, 1997

1:44 P .M .

T A P E H F C 9 7 - 5 2 , S i d e 1/ # 0 0 0 - end.
T A P E H F C 9 7 - 5 2 , S i d e 2, # 0 0 0 - end.
T A P E H F C 9 7 - 5 3 , S i d e 1, # 0 0 0 - end.
T A P E H F C 9 7 - 5 3 , S i d e 2, # 0 0 0 - # 2 8 9 .

C A L L  T O  O R D E R

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  c a l l e d  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  t o  

o r d e r  a t  1 : 4 4  p. m .

P R E S E N T

C o - C h a i r  H a n l e y  
C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f

A L S O  P R E S E N T

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Al V e z e y ;  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n  B u n d e ;  N a n c y  B u e h l ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ;  J o h n  Cy r ,  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  - 

A l a s k a ;  G a i l  F e n u m i a i ,  D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s ;  O f f i c e  of t h e
L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ;  J i m  B a l d w i n ,  A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w ;  J i m  S y k e s ,  G r e e n  P a r t y ,  A n c h o r a g e ;  K e v i n  

M o r f o r d ,  G r e e n  P a r t y ,  A n c h o r a g e ;  J a c k  C o g h i l l ,  C h a i r ,  A l a s k a
I n d e p e n d e n t  P a r t y  (AIP ) ;  S c o t t  K o h l h a a s ,  A l a s k a  L i b e r t a r i a n  P a r t y ;

S U M M A R Y

H E  112 " A n  A c t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y '
e x c e p t  as t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  t e r m  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n : :  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  i n  s t a t e  a n d  
m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n s ,  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  a l s o  h a s  
t h e  e f f e c t  o f  c h a n g i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' p o l i t i c a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n '  as a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  g a m e s  of 
c h a n c e  a n d  c o n t e s t s  o f  s k i l l , "

H B  112 w a s  r e p o r t e d  o u t  o f  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a " d o  p a s s "  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  w i t h  a f i s c a l  i m p a c t  n o t e  b y  t h e  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ,  d a t e d  2 / 2 6 / 9 7 ;  a n d  
w i t h  a z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e ,  
d a t e d  2 / 2 6 / 9 7 .

H B  145 " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r s . "

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e l l y  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M o s e s  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M u l d e r
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HB 145 was HELD i n  C o m m it t e e  f o r  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 112

" A n  A c t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y '  e x c e p t
a s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  i n  s t a t e  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  
c a m p a i g n s ,  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  a l s o  h a s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  c h a n g i n g  
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n '  as a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n  o f  g a m e s  o f  c h a n c e  a n d  c o n t e s t s  o f  s k i l l . "

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A L  V E Z E Y ,  S P O N S O R ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  112. 
H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  H B  112 w o u l d  b r i n g  o r d e r  t o  t h e  c h a o s  i n  t h e  
e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s . H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  m u s t  r u n  a 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  G o v e r n o r  a n d  r e c e i v e  3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e  c a s t  i n  

t h a t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  l e g a l  s t a t u s .  H e  
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h i r d  p a r t i e s  a r e  g r o w i n g .  H e  n o t e d  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  

a G o v e r n o r  w a s  l a s t  e l e c t e d  w i t h  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  w a s  i n  1 9 7 0 .  H e  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a m e c h a n i s m  f o r  a 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  s t a t u s  w i t h o u t  r u n n i n g  a c a n d i d a t e  
f o r  G o v e r n o r  e v e r y  f o u r  y e a r s .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  
h a v e  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n
( A P O C ) . P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a r e  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  c h a r i t a b l e
g a m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  m u s t  f i l e  A P O C  r e p o r t s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  1 0 , 0 0 0  r e p r e s e n t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w s  a p a r t y  
t h a t  h a s  1 0 , 0 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  t o  r e t a i n  p a r t y  s t a t u s  u n d e r  

A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  w i t h o u t  r u n n i n g  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  a n d  D e m o c r a t i c  

p a r t i e s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a f f e c t e d .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  
I n d e p e n d e n t  P a r t y  (AIP) h a s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  1 0 , 0 0 0  

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  n o t e d  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i e s :  

♦ D e m o c r a t s  - 7 1 , 0 0 0 ;

♦ R e p u b l i c a n s  - 1 0 4 , 0 0 0 ;

♦ A l a s k a  I n d e p e n d e n t  P a r t y  - 1 6 , 0 0 0 ;  a n d  

♦ G r e e n  P a r t y  - 3 , 0 0 0 .

F a p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  s u m m a r i z e d  t h a t  t h e  A I P  p a r t y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  

t o  r u n  a c a n d i d a t e ,  w h i l e  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  r u n  a 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r  i n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a c o n c e n t r a t e d  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  d r i v e  if t h e  . l e g i s l a t i o n  w e r e  p a s s e d .

HFC 2 3/10/97



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f  a s k e d  if t h e  S p o n s o r  c o n s i d e r e d  
r e q u i r i n g  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e  t o  r e c e i v e  m o r e  t h a n  45 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  h i s  
i n t e n t  is t o  l e s s e n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n  a n d  a l l o w  s m a l l  
p a r t i e s  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  s t a t u s  if t h e y  d o  n o t  r u n  a c a n d i d a t e .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  m a n y  s m a l l e r  p a r t i e s  
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  i n f l u e n c e  e l e c t i o n  i s s u e s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e s .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V e z e y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  s m a l l e r  p a r t i e s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
p r e c l u d e d  f r o m  r u n n i n g  a c a n d i d a t e .

J I M  B A L D W I N ,  A S S I S T A N T  A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L ,  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A W  o b s e r v e d  
t h e  n e e d  t o  d o c u m e n t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  is b e i n g  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  is a l i m i t a t i o n  o n  
t h e  r i g h t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o u r t  r u l e d  
i n  V o q l e r  v e r s u s  M i l l e r , t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  m u s t  h a v e  a c o m p e l l i n g  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  p l a c e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o n  p o l i t i c a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  
f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  a d m i s s i o n  to t h e  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .  H e  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  d e f e n d e d  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e  
t h a t  a n  e l e c t i o n  o f  a g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e  b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  
is p a r a m o u n t .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h e  G r e e n  
P a r t y  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a r e c o g n i z e d  p a r t y  a n d  t h e  A I P  w o u l d  b e  a 

r e c o g n i z e d  p a r t y .

Mr. B a l d w i n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  m o s t  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t y  m e e t  a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  v o t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  p r i m a r y  
e l e c t i o n .  O n c e  a p a r t y  is r e c o g n i z e d  t h e y  a r e  i n c l u d e d  o n  t h e  
b a l l o t  w i t h o u t  p e t i t i o n .  H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  m u s t  d i s c l o s e  t h e i r  p a r t y  
a f f i l i a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  p a r t y  c a n  a c h i e v e  r e c o g n i z e d  p a r t y  s t a t u s .  
R e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  d i s c l o s e  t h e i r  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n .  
T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  as a c o m p u l s o r y  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  l i m i t a t i o n  a r e  
u p h e l d  o n l y  w h e n  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  l e s s  i n t r u s i v e  t o  s e r v e  t h i s  
i n t e r e s t .  H e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  a n  a t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  

h a s  c h a l l e n g e d  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  n o t e d  t h a c  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e  

o n l y  r o u t e  t o  o b t a i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  as a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e l l y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  if t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  g e t s  3 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e  in a g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  g o v e r n o r  t h e y  w o u l d  

r e t a i n  t h e i r  s t a t u s .

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  n o  r i g h t s  a r e  b e i n g  t a k e n  a w a y .

C o - C h a i r  H a n l e y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o u r t  r u l e d  in V o q l e r  v e r s u s  M i l l e r  

t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  w a s  t o o  h i g h .  H e  a s k e d  if 3 p e r c e n t  is a 
d e f e n d a b l e  a m o u n t .  Mr. B a l d w i n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o u r t  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  3 p e r c e n t  w o u l d  b e  a c c e p t a b l e .
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G A I L  F E N U M I A I ,  D I V I S I O N  O F  E L E C T I O N ,  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  L I E U T E N A N T  
G O V E R N O R  n o t e d  t h a t  2 1 3 , 4 0 4  v o t e s  w e r e  c a s t  i n  t h e  l e s t  g e n e r a l  
e l e c t i o n .  T h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  v o t e d  is 6 4 0 2 .  C o - C h a i r  
H a n l e y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0  r e q u i r e m e n t  is h i g h e r  t h a n  3 p e r c e n t .

M r .  B a l d w i n  n o t e d  t h a t  1 0 , 0 0 0  is a n  a r b i t r a r y  n u m b e r .  H e  
e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  s o m e  r a t i o n a l e  
t o  d e f e n d  t h e  n u m b e r .  C o - C h a i r  H a n l e y  s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  s e t t i n g  
t h e  l i m i t  a t  3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e l e c t i o n .

In r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  M s .  
F e n u m i a i  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  4 2 0 , 0 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  t h a t  

a f i x e d  n u m b e r  w o u l d  n o t  g r o w  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .

C o - C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  h a d  3 , 0 8 8  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
g r a n d f a t h e r  i n  a l l  t h e  m a j o r  r e c o g n i z e d  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  C o -  

C h a i r  T h e r r i a u l t  n o t e d  t h a t  3 , 0 8 8  is l e s s  t h a n  1 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  S t a t e .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  a h i g h  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  v o t e r ' s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  
D i v i d e n d  P r o g r a m .  H e  s p o k e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  b a s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  
s t a t u s  o n  a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  v o t e d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  c i t e d  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

f o r  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  H e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  o t h e r  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  b y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  v a r y  f r o m  o n e - t w e n t i e t h  o f  o n e  p e r c e n t  
t o  o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .

J A C K  C O G H I L L ,  C H A I R M A N ,  A L A S K A  I N D E P E N D E N T  P A R T Y ,  t e s t i f i e d  v i a  t h e  

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  n e t w o r k  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  112. H e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t w o  a v e n u e s  t o  r e t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  s t a t u s .  
H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  s a v i n g s  i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  
E l e c t i o n s  i f  s m a l l  p a r t i e s  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  r u n  a c a n d i d a t e .  H e  
n o t e d  t h a t  i t  is t h e  g o a l  of A I P  t o  b u i l d  p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g t h .  H e  
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  A I P  w o u l d  n o t  r u n  a c a n d i d a t e ,  i n  t h e  n e x t  
g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  if t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  d o  s o  t o  r e t a i n  

t h e i r  s t a t u s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  n o t e d  t h a t  A I P  c o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  G o v e r n o r  a n d  s t i l l  r e t a i n  t h e i r  s t a t u s .  H e  o b s e r v e d  

t h a t ,  u n d e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  G r e e n  P a r t y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  r u n  a 
c a n d i d a t e  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  s t a t u s  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .

Mr. C o g h i l l  n o t e d  t h a t  A I P  w a n t s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  b u i l d  a f o u n d a t i o n  

f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  j n  o r d e r  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

p r o c e s s  i n  f u t u r e  y e a r s .
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