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\77VSZS IS 7L'(S /cL'SuOv w &aj H7ZCM 77V7S STD£?, 
p ^ £ —  P ( 3 £ / c .  £ ) c = / = S o U O S V L  / Q t y & s v c s y  D o S S  a j - c H  

M/VJ/ As q  <DSS/S=s Scsc/V 3§A)EEo cSy tpo TsS&vs;
T/pV (D ~ĴLr 77W- 7. /  £j <BSr T—O Ajy/ cS/C/V JS/̂ STCG/V/SsLsTT)

C t Z / O c j j / - /  T T / t P -  S a 7 M V < D c < j —  ( Z c ^ t - l c  ] P & / = & \ i O ( z r / A .  F a s  

g s c S A j  < w  r r v / s S D s  7 T S < s s z e r  t = o / a  ( 3. y < s v / $ s  T o

-//dr/Z. czriySTZ C/A S/74jy <7/V-CjU t7~ ) . . /  x >S‘r~r='3P 77/Gy
,5/7/SH 7~Z> TVsS  SsryS/7//iLy.3 7̂ 3sC <G3 7~o y^OcSS/S’Cc7 

CT/Vy^yHGV^T- /Tj 77YS-. S/ZBRAJ CFH/CGS,



p .  1 1

—A J u i ^ t c / V  (_[<ua- c iI
,Qe: T bo u 'c A p R
A Jc l- i= A v /^ e » 2 . - 5 4 ,  / 9 9 6

.SC/~tcc 77 // V y  77-//-)-/ ,TJ<DGS sL'<37 yZ/pjOO—/O7cr~ 7T-//=> 
tFsSVLTT/ <eR 77/e B U M L  CRP/CGR- TW S F&/jB<L 
_pZ>S7cz/lSG/Z /p-y/Esicy -/-/a/S SL <3 Sy/Z/ZS/-/ crv— 
yZJEtZ/ O 7 V C. 777/yS 73y CVEsL '/77/i CTGrCcr A'/ ATvOvo/r-
To  77-/S  Gc-'Tcz/PZ O '/-/-/dcSS - TTAj ' H y /y 'cE A C ^  A b‘
M 7&/Z- c t h / c s s  , t z f / z tm g m s s z .  </A~y c v g  77?y j
j y  M / S  CY~ 77VcF  p y iS A . y / J  S^-/> /TVSyu>/C//rR/Py
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Syj?tA.<j yz>  ̂ /C £ S S ^ '7 ^ ?  7 /  FF-Acyî j/ / /C o  <7T~X/<S'Â  7
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J o h n  M. Holmes, 
A t t o r n e y  at L a r g e  
C / 0  o.O. Box 276 
K o t z e b u e ,  A l a s k a  99752

D e c e m b e r  8, 1°95

Tel: C / 0  4 4 2 - 3 7 3 6  (Work)
Hon. J a y  R a b i n o w i t z ,  J u s t i c e ,
A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  a n d  Chair,
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  O n  F a i r n e s s  A n d  J u s t i c e

Hon. L a r r y  Card, S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e  
Hon. Da l e  Curda, S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e  
Hon. M a r y  G r e e n e ,  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e  
Hon. L a r r y  Zervos, S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e  
Hon. Roy M a d s e n ,  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e  (Ret.)
Ms. S t e p h a n i e  Cole, D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r ,  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

D e a r  M e m b e r s  of the A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  O n  F a i r n e s s  A n d  Access:

R e c e n t l y  I n o t i c e d  an a r t i c l e  in t he A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  M e w s  on the
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  O n  F a i r n e s s  A n d  A c c e s s ,  w h i c h  has b e e n  f o r m e d  to 
" e x a m i n e  the e x p e r i e n c e s  of e t h n i c  a n d  r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s  w i t h i n  the 
st a t e  c o u r t  s y s t e m " .

T he ° ublic D e f e n d e r  A g e n c y  h a d  its a n n u a l  s t a f f  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  the 
b e g i n n i n g  of N o v e m b e r  a n d  s p e n t  m u c h  o f  its time on the same subject.
S i n c e  there v/as n ot m u c h  f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n  b u i l t  i nto the s c h e d u l e ,  I
t y p e d  up m y  o w n  i r f o r m a l  c o m m e n t s  o n e  n i g h t  d u r i n g  the c o n f e r e n c e . 
E n c l o s e d  is a c o p y  of the m e m o .  Y o u  w i l l  see at o n c e  that it is just 
a c o l l e c t i o n  of ic.eas s t r u n g  t o g e t h e r  in w h a t  m i g h t  p a s s  .‘or a f i r s t  
d raft, b u t  I p a s s  t h e m  o n  s i n c e  th e y  r e l a t e  to the s u b j e c  . a d d r e s s e d  
by the A d v i s o r y  " c m m i t t e e .  T h e y  r e p r e s e n t  o n e  p a r s o n ' s  o p i n i o n ;  no one 
has g i v e n  the n o /  to m o u n t  the s o a p b o x  o n  a b r o a d e r  sea] .=

I t i t l e d  t h . -omments "A C o l o n i a l  S y s t e m "  b e c a u s e  I -uly b e l i e v e
that the A l a s k a  ’.minal c o u r t  s y s t e m  is c o l o n i a l  in n a c .  _» in the 
r u r a l  i d e a s  I hav seen. D r o s e c u t i o n  a n d  s e n t e n c i n q  are e g i o n a l i z e d  
in the r e g i o n a l  c :nters. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  that lo c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  
g e n e r a l l y  h a n d l e  t h e i r  o w n  m i n o r  l o c a l  p r o s e c u t i o n s  o r  hiv e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n p u t  into p r o s e c u t i o n  a n d  s e n t e n c i n g  p o l i c y  that a f f e c t s  them. S i n c e  
the p e o p l e  w h o  d o  m a k e  t h e s e  k i n d s  of p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  a re n o t  f r o m  the 
l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  and a r e  n o t  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s ,  t h e r e  is a c o l o n i a l  
a s p e c t  to the system.

A l a s k a  is a v i l l a g e  state. A l a s k a  has s o m e  500 v i l l a g e s  and m a n y  
d i f f e r i n g  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e s  that ha v e  been r o o t e d  here 
for t h o u s a n d s  of years. T h e r e  a re so m e  226 d i f f e r e n t  f e d e r a l l y -  
r e c o g n i z e d  t r i b a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  in the state. T h e  c i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  w o u l d  
h a r d l y  q u a l i f y  as a s u b u r b  in m a n y  of the c i t i e s  a r o u n d  the world, 
a n d  J u n e a u  w o u l d  not e v e n  be w o r t h  m e n t i o n i n g  in terms of p o p u l a t i o n .
Y e t  the p e o p l e  w h o  f o r m u l a t e  r e g i o n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n  a n d  s e n t e n c i n g  p o l i c y  
are r a r e l y  p e o p l e  w h o  c o m e  f r o m  the r e g ion. R a t h e r  they are p e o p l e  
w h o  at o n e  p o i n t  o r  a n o t h e r  i m m i g r a t e d  f r o m  the L o w e r  48 a nd w h o  br i n g  
a l o n g  a t t i t u d e s  and p r i o r i t i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  legal fads) o r i g i n a t i n g  from 
e l s e w h e r e .  T h e s e  m a y  be i m p o s e d  w i t h o u t  i n p u t  f r o m  lo c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .



A l a s k a  C o u r t  System,
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  On F a i r n e s  A n d  A c c e s s  
D e c e m b e r  8, 1995 
°age Two

O f t e n  the p e n a l t i e s  are d r a c o n i a n .  (Ever n o t i c e  that th e r e  a r e  m o r e  
a g g r a v a t o r s  than m i t i g a t o r s  in AS 1 2 . 5 5 . 1 5 5 ?  Eve r  t ry to m i t i g a t e  a 
sentence?)

T h e r e  is a m y s t i q u e  a b o u t  b e i n g  an " A l a s k a n "  for m o s t  p e o p l e  w h o  
hav e  d r i f t e d  n o r t h  - u n i n v i t e d  - f r o m  O u t s i d e .  A t  some m y s t i c a l  p o i n t  
p e o p l e  co m e  to c o n s i d e r  t h e m I v e s  "real A l a s k a n s " .  It is the 
i m m i g r a n t s  w h o  m o v e  in t o  the *ast m a j o r i t y  of d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p o s i t i o n s  
in the st a t e  a nd w h o  d e f i n e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  the p u b l i c  goals. Y e t  these 
p e o p l e  m a y  n ot a l w a y s  be s p e a k i n g  for the v i l l a g e  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  
p o p u l a t i o n s  tha t  h a v e  b e e n  her e  forever, w h o  have no n e e d  to e s t a b l i s h  
their i d e n t i t y  as A l a s k a n s ,  a n d  w h o  m a y  h a v e  s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  o u t l o o k s  
a n d  g o a l s  than m o s t  O u t s i d e r s  w h o  have i m m i g r a t e d .

T he p o i n t  o f  this l e t t e r  is n o t  to i m p l y  that local c o m m u n i t i e s  
a re not in favor of e f f e c t i v e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t .  I c a n n o t  s p e a k  for the 
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  b ut I a s s u m e  that e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  w a n t s  g o o d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t .  
A n d  it m a y  be that, g i v e n  t h e i r  say, the v i l l a g e s  w o u l d  w a n t  even 
s t r i c t e r  e n f o r c e m e n t  tha n  is n o w  p r o v i d e d  a t  the r e g i o n a l  level. The 
p o i n t  of this l e t t e r  is to s u g g e s t  that t h e r e  s h o u l d  be re a l  l o c a l  
input into p r o s e c u t i o n  a n d  s e n t e n c i n g  p o l i c y .  A f t e r  all, A n c h o r a g e  
j u v e n i l e s  are n o w  b e g i n n i n g  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the j u v e n i l e  j u s t i c e  
s y s t e m  t h r o u g h  y o u t h  t r i a l s  a n d  s e n t e n c i n g ;  if the k i d s  c a n  p a r t i c i p a t e  
in the system, there is n o  r e a s o n  w h y  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  c a n n o t  p a r t i c i­
pat e  also. Y e t  w h a t  I h a v e  seen is a m o v e m e n t  a w a y  f r o m  the r u r a l  
v i l l a g e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  N o t  o n l y  a re v i l l a g e s  e x c l u d e d  fro m  j u r y  s e r v i c e  
in the r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r s ,  but in this p a r t  o f  the st a t e  the p r o s e c u t i o n  
has a c t i v e l y  t r i e d  to d i s q u a l i f y  C r i m i n a l  Ru l e  18 A d d i t i o n a l  (village) 
T r i a l  S i t e s  on the g r o u n d  that they d o  n o t  ha v e  c o u r t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a n d  h o t e l s  (and f l u s h  t o i l e t s ) . If the f a c i l i t i e s  a re 
g ood e n o u g h  for the p e o p l e  w h o  live there, th e y  s h o u l d  be g o o d  e n o u g h  
f o r p c S u r t  s y s t e m  also, u n l e s s  o f  c o u r s e  w e  are t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a c o l o n i a l  
system; if i t ’s a c o l o n i a l  s y s t e m  that we a re t a l k i n g  about, th e n  w e  can 
h a r d l y  e x p e c t  a p l a n e - f u l l  of c o u r t  o f f i c i a l s  to land in a v i l l a g e  and 
to c o n d u c t  a t r i a l  u n d e r  ‘suc h  c o n d i t i o n s ' .

A m e r i c a n  d e m o c r a c y  has i m m o r t a l i z e d  local g o v e r n m e n t ,  g o i n g  back 
to v i l l a g e  town hall m e e t i n g s  in the e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  the c o l o n i e s .  We 
c an i m a g i n e  w h a t  B r i t a i n  m u s t  h a v e  t h o u g h t  of the s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  of 
those local e f f o r t s  b a c k  in the 1600s a n d  1700s. T he B r i t i s h  m u s t  
h a v e  t h o u g h t  of those c o l o n i s t s  ns real b a c k w a r d  bum p k i n s .  B u t  we 
r e c o g n i z e  s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  a p p l a u d  it. In fac t  we t e a c h  e a c h  
g e n e r a t i o n  of c h i l d r e n  to c e l e b r a t e  a c r i m i n a l  act, the B o s t o n  Tea 
Party, as a r i g h t e o u s  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t a x a t i o n  w i t h o u t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  
a r e s t r i c t i o n  on local c o m m e r c e .  If T a x a t i o n  W i t h o u t  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
j u s t i f i e s  s u c h  a r e a c t i o n ,  h o w  s h o u l d  p e o p l e  feel a b o u t  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  
W i t h o u t  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  in w h i c h  a m u c h  l a r g e r  - s t a t e w i d e -  e n t i t y  
p r o s e c u t e s  a nd s e n t e n c e s  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  input on the p o l i c i e s  
by the r e g i o n a l  v i l l a g e  c o m m u n i t i e s .



A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  On F a i r n e s s  A n d  A c c e s s  
D e c e m b e r  *3, 1995 
°age T h r e e

A l l  o f  this is s p e a k i n g  o n l y  v e r y  g e n e r a l l y  of course, to t o u c h  
on the i ssue. T h i s  is o n l y  o n e  o p i n i o n ,  a n d  I a m  o n e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  
c a m e  n o r t h  f r o m  s o m e w h e r e  el s e .  n e o p l e  f r o m  the v i l l a g e s  n a y  o r  may 
n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  the p r e m i s e .  B e t t e r  to a s k  them. T h e r e  are c e r t a i n l y  
m a n y  p e o p l e  f r o m  the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h o  w o u l d  be a v a i l a b l e  
to s e r v e  w i t h  the A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  O n  F a i r n e s s  A n d  A c c e s s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J o h n  ”, H o l m e s



firocH. O A f y  0*5^5 , 7 o d 5  M

I _Court creates fairness panel
The Alaska Supreme Court has created an 
advisory committee on fairness and 
access. Court officials said the panel was 
set up to examine the experiences of 
ethnic and racial minorities within the 
state court system. Alaska Supreme Court

“ Justice Jay Rabinowitx will chair the new 
committee. Also named to the panel are 
Anchorage Superior Court Judge Larry 
Card, Fairbanks Superior Court Judge 
Mary Greene, Sitka Superior Court Judge 
Larry Zervos, Bethel Superior Court 
Judge Dale Curda, retired Kodiak 
Superior Court Judge Roy Madsen and 
Stephanie Cole, the court system’s deputy 
director. The court said it wants the 
committee to turn up whatever inequities 
it can find along with m inority 
perceptions about the court system. It also 
wants thf panel to recommend changes in 
court procedures «nd policies. A recent 
survey by the Alaska Public Interest 
Research Group said Natives lack 
representation on Juries across the state, 
particularly in rural Alaska.
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A C O L O N I A L  S Y S T E M

C o m m e n t s  On T h e  A l a s k a  C r i m i n a l  C o u r t  S y s t e m

O u r  a n n u a l  s t a f f  c o n f e r e n c e  ha s  h a d  s e v e r a l  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  

p r e s e n t a t i o n s ' T m T n o r i t i e s  and the c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  s y s t e m  in A l a s k a .

T h e r e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  tim e  for g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of the t o pi c s .  Th e  

t h e m e s  h a v e  b e e n  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  my h e a d  for s o m e  time  now, for 

y e a r s  in fact, a n d  I w o u l d  li k e  to set o ut  s o m e  i d e a s  on the 

s u b j e c t .  T h i s  m e m o  ha s  no t  b e e n  r e s e a r c h e d  or o r g a n i z e d  in any 

f o r m a l  w a y ;  it is s i m p l y  w r i t t e n  l i k e  a l e t t e r .

T h e  s u b j e c t  of the m e m o  is c r i t i c a l  in n a t u r e .  T h a t  is not 

m e a n t  as a c r i t i c i s m  of i n d i v i d u a l s  in g e n e r a l .  T h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  

of p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  in the c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  s y s t e m  ar e h a r d - w o r k i n g ,  

d e d i c a t e d ,  s e n s i t i v e  p e o p l e  w h o  put in v e r y  l o n g  h o u r s  t r y i n g  to 

k e e p  f r o m  b e i n g  b u r i e d  in w o r k  an d  t r y i n g  to do the be s t  that the y  

c a n  for t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  H o w e v e r  the s y s t e m  s t i l l  c o m e s  up w a y  

s h o r t ;  t h a t  is no s e c r e t  to a n y o n e ,  l e a s t  of all the p e o p l e  w h o  

l a b o r  w i t h i n  it.

M o s t  of us in the c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  s y s t e m  ar e  n o n - N a t l v e s  

( m e a n i n g  h e r e  n o n - m i n o r i t y  p e o p l e  in g e n e r a l ) .  M o s t  of us g r e w  

up s o m e w h e r e  e lse, in the L o w e r - 4 8 .  I m a g i n e  h o w  o u r  r e l a t i v e s ,  

f r i e n d s ,  n e i g h b o r s ,  a nd  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  in o u r  o r i g i n a l  h o m e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  w o u l d  feel if a " f o r e i g n "  g r o u p  of p e o p l e  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d  

to r u n  o u r  c o u r t s ,  p o l i c e ,  s c h o o l s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s ,  and 

m o s t  of ou r  b u s i n e s s e s . .  W h a t  if the " f o r e i g n e r s "  w e r e  b e t t e r  

o r g a n i z e d  t h a n  m o s t  of us, m o t e  p u n c t u a l ,  m o r e  g o a l - o r i e n t e d  than 

m o s t  of us. W h a t  if they e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  a d v a n c e d
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t e c h n o l o g y  and w h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  of as g o o d  id e a s . And, w h a t  

if t h e s e  " f o r e i g n e r s "  w e r e  of a d i f f e r e n t  r a c e  an d  e a s i l y  

r e c o g n i z a b l e  on the strec. :s, in the s t o r e s ,  and in t h e i r  o f f i c e s ?  

W h a t  w o u l d  be the r e a c t i o n  of o u r  t o w n s p e o p l e ?

T h e  r e a c t i o n  w o u l d  be o n e  of b e i n g  e x t r e m e l y  p i s s e d - o f f .

A b i t t e r  r e s e n t m e n t ,  a b r o o d i n g  a n g e r  w o u l d  d e v e l o p  at all l e v e l s  

of the c o m m u n i t y .  P e o p l e  .would r e s e n t  th e f r i e n d l y  smil e s,  

the h e l p f u l  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  the m a t e r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  of t h e s e  o u t s i d e r s  

w h o  h a d  t a k e n  c o n t r o l  in a r e a s  of l i f e  t h a t  we h a d  h a n d l e d  in the 

p a s t  a n d  c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to h a n d l e  in th e  f u t u r e .  We w o u l d  th i n k,  

" W h a t  r i g h t  do the y h a v e  to c o m e  in h e r e ? " ,  " W h o  do they  t h i n k  

t h e y  a r e ? " .  U l t i m a t e l y  s o m e  in the c o m m u n i t y  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  some 

g o o d - o l d  A m e r i c a n  v i g i l a n t e / m i l i t i a  a c t i o n .

I n c i d e n t l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  of g r o u p s  that  c o u l d  fill t h a t  

h y p o t h e t i c a l  role, o n e  of w h i c h  is the J a p a n e s e .

T h e  r e a c t i o n  w o u l d  i n e v i t a b l y  be n e g a t i v e  a n d  d e s t r u c t i v e  in 

o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  It w o u l d  c o r r o d e  the p s y c h e  of the c o m m u n i t y .

We w o u l d  k n o w  tha t  we w e r e  d e n i e d  p o w e r  o v e r  o u r  o w n  lives, and

we c o u l d  n o t  s t a n d  to l i v e  u n d e r  t h a t  c l o u d ,  e v e n  if the e n t i r e

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w e r e  e x e r c i s e d  in a p a t e r n a l ,  m i s s i o n a r y - l i k e  way, 

for o u r  o w n  g ood. We c o u l d n ' t  s t a n d  it b e c a u s e  we, a f t e r  all,

a r e  the p e o p l e  w h o  v a l u e  a b o v e  a l l  e l s e  the r i g h t  to live f re e l y.

I g u e s s  we h a v e  to a s k  N a t i v e  p e o p l e  h o w  the y  feel u n d e r  

s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  a h i s t o r y  of 

l i v i n g  f r e e l y  too. T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t i e d  to t h e i r  l a n d  for

t h o u s a n d s  of y e a r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  for o n l y  a few g e n e r a t i o n s .  Th e

l a n d  is not w a s t e d ,  or w a s t e l a n d  to them. It is i n t e r e s t i n g  chat 

we n o n - N a t i v e s  g e n e r a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  c o m m u n a l  land, h e l d  for
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s u b s i s t e n c e  p u r p o s e s  is u n u s e d  a n d  w a s t e d  if it is no t  f a r m e d ,

or m i n e d ,  or o t h e r w i s e  d e v e l o p e d .  W e  h a v e  a b l i n d  s p o t  b e c a u s e ,  
on the o t h e r  h an d ,

w e  do not t h i n k  that  p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d  l a n d  t hat has b e e n  s e t - a s i d e  

i n d e f i n i t e l y  is w a s t e d ;  we r e s p e c t  t h e 'K e e p - O u t 's i g n . Bu t  o u r  

t r a d i t i o n  p r e v e n t s  us f r o m  g i v i n g  Che s a m e  r e s p e c t  to c o m m u n a l l y -  

h e l d  land. As to the r e a c t i o n  of N a t i v e  p e o p l e  to s i m i l a r  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e ,  m a y b e  we g o t  an i d e a  of t h a t  in 

the p r e s e n t a t i o n s  we h a v e  h e a r d  at the c o n f e r e n c e .

In my o p i n i o n  the A l a s k a  c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  s y s t e m  is a c o l o n i a l  

s y s t e m  as it o p e r a t e s  in the r u r a l  a r e a s  in w h i c h  I h a v e  w o r k e d ,  

i n c l u d i n g  the N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h ,  the N o r t h w e s t  A r c t i c  B o r o u g h ,  

the F o r t  Y u k o n - a r e a  v i l l a g e s  n o r t h  of F a i r b a n k s ,  and the K e t c h i k a n -  

a r e a  v i l l a g e s .  T h e  s y s t e m  is an i m p o s e d  s y s t e m .  To my k n o w l e d g e ,  

no N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  f o r m a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  that it i m p o s e  iti c e n t r a l i z e d  

s y s t e m  of o p e r a t i o n  o v e r  the c o m m u n i t y .  It is a t h i r d  w a v e  of 

c o n t r o l  tha t has s w e p t  o v e r  the v i l l a g e s  in the p a s t  c e n t u r y .

T h e  first, the m i s s i o n s ,  a l t e r e d  the w o r l d v i e w  of p e o p l e .  T h e  

s e c o n d ,  the s c h o o l s ,  b r o k e  the l o c a l  l a n g u a g e s .  A n d  the t hi r d ,  

the c r i m i n a l  c o u r t s ,  is d e t e r m i n e d  to j a i l  p e o p l e  u n t i l  t hey 

c o n f o r m .  A l l  t hr e e  w a v e s  w e r e  w e l l - m e a n i n g ,  but w h a t  is the 

r e s u l t  for the l o c al  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T he  p u r p o s e  of this m e m o  is not 

to s u g g e s t  that  the v i l l a g e s  do no t  w a n t  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  but 

i n s t e a d  to s u g g e s t ^ l o c a l  i n p u t  f r o m  c i t y  a n d  I R A  c o u n c i l s ,  and 

w h a t e v e r  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and g r o u p s  a v a i l a b l e ,  w o u l d  not h u r t .  

P e o p l e  in r u r a l  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  the s a m e  i n t e r e s t  

in s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  that p e o p l e  in o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e .

We can find out by l i s t e n i n g  to them.
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I n s o f a r  as the c o u r t s  t h e m s e l v e s  are c o n c e r n e d ,  the N a t i v e

c o m m u n i t y  is h a r d l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  at all in the r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r s ,

e x c e p t  as clerics. I do not k n o w  of any N a t i v e  s e r v i n g  as an

A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  j u s t i c e ,  as a C o u r t  of A p p e a l s  j u d g e ,  or as

a S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e .  I do not k n o w  of a N a t i v e  w h o  s e r v e s  as

a M a g i s t r a t e  in an y  of the r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r s ,  w h e r e  a l m o s t  a l l

t r i a l s  a r e  c o n d u c t e d .  T h e r e  ar e  N a t i v e  M a g i s t r a t e s  in v i l l a g e s .

H o w e v e r ,  in the N o r t h w e s t  A r c t i c  B o r o u g h  r e g i o n  the v i l l a g e
(o j i >u  <s<vc ( - ( o s p r r a u )

m a g i s t r a t e s  do no t  do t r i a l s ^  'and a l l  - or n e a r l y  a l l  - m i s d e m e a n o r s  

a r e  h e a r d  in K o t z e b u e  r a t h e r  t han in the v i l l a g e s .  In the 

N o r t h w e s t  A r c t i c  B o r o u g h  t h e r e  is r e s i s t a n c e  f r o m  the d i s t r i c t  

a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e  to h a v i n g  t r i a l s  at the d e s i g n a t e d  t r i a l  s i t e s  

in the v i l l a g e s ,  t h o u g h  a n o n - j u r y  t r i a l  w a s  h e l d  s o m e  m o n t h s  ago. 

T h e  s t a t e  h a s  f i l e d  m o t i o n s  to c h a n g e  v e n u e  to K o t z e b u e  on at l e a s t  

two o c c a s i o n s ,  on the g r o u n d  that the v i l l a g e  d i d  no t  h a v e  

a d e q u a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  for a m i s d e m e a n o r  t r i a l ,  u n l i k e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  

K o t z e b u e .

It s e e m s  t ha t  t h e r e  is a h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s  at w o r k  w h i c h  

is v a c a t i n g  N a t i v e s  f r o m  the r e g i o n a l  m a g i s t r a t e  p o s i t i o n s  r a t h e r  

t r y i n g  to f i l l  t h o s e  s l o t s  w i t h  l o c a l  p e r s o n n e l ,  S a d i e  N e a k o k ,  

an I n u p i a q ,  w a s  the law in B a r r o w  for m a n y  y e a r s  u n t i l  h e r 

r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  the B a r r o w  M a g i s t r a t e  p o s i t i o n  in 19 7 8  or 1979. 

C h a r l o t t e  B r o w e r ,  a l s o  an I n u p i a q ,  then h e l d  the p o s i t i o n  for a b o u t  

two y e a r s .  H o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  then, for a b o u t  t h e  last f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  

no A l a s k a  N a t i v e  ha s h e l d  the p o s i t i o n  so far as I k n o w , d e s p i t e  

the f act t h a t  t h e r e  has b e e n  a n o n - N a t i v e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e  in 

B a r r o w  s i n c e  L982.

A n o n - N a t i v e  left the K o t z e b u e  M a g i s t r a t e  p o s i t i o n  a b o u t  t h r e e
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y e a r s  ago . An I n u p i a q  f o r m e r - K o t z e b u e  M a g i s t r a t e  t h e n  a p p l i e d  

for the p o s i t i o n .  He h a d  h e l d  the s a m e  K o t z e b u e  M a g i s t r a t e  p o s i t i o n  

for s o m e  e i g h t  y e a r s  d u r i n g  the e a r l y  1 9 8 0 s  p e r i o d .  He w a s  not 

h i r e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  ago, h o w e v e r ;  a n o n - N a t i v e  w a s  h i r e d  i n t o  the job. 

In a b o u t  J a n u a r y  of thi s y e a r ,  1 9 9 5 ,  the K o t z e b u e  M a g i s t r a t e  p o s i t i o n  

o p e n e d  up a g a i n .  T h e  I n u p i a q  f o r m e r - r a a g i s t r a t e  a g a i n  a p p l i e d  for 

the p o s i t i o n .  O n c e  a g a i n  he w a s  n o t  hira^; a n o n - N a t i v e  wa s h i r e d  

i n t o  the job .  A p p a r e n t l y  the S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  w a n t e d  to h i r e  a 

l a w - t r a i n e d  p e r s o n  who c o u l d  a s s i s t  w i t h  r e s e a r c h .  H o w e v e r ,  w i t h  

e i g h t  y e a r s  of e x p e r i e n c e ,  the l o c a l  a p p l i c a n t  w a s  not l i k e  a 

n e w - h i r e .

It is u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  th a t  the S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  c o u l d  u s e  the 

s k i l l s  of a l a w - t r a i n e d  m a g i s t r a t e .  H o w e v e r ,  it w a s  a r g u a b l y  far 

m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  the c o m m u n i t y  h a v e  the b e n e f i t  of a l oc a l  

m a g i s t r a t e  w h o  h a d  g r o w n  up in the c o m m u n i t y ,  r a i s e d  a f a m i l y  

t h e r e ,  k n e w  the r e g i o n  i n t i m a t e l y ,  an d  w a s  p a r t  of the c o m m u n i t y  

a n d  the l o c a l  N a t i v e  c u l t u r e .  T h e  m a g i s t r a t e  h a s  m o r e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

the c o m m u n i t y  t h a n  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  are far 

m o r e  m i s d e m e a n o r  c a s e s  t h a n  f e l o n i e s .  T h e  m a g i s t r a t e  a l s o  h a n d l e s  

i n i t i a l  m a t t e r s  in f e l o n i e s ,  a c t s  as a m a s t e r  in C h i l d  In N e e d  Of 

A i d  an d  j u v e n i l e  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  a n d  h a s  a v a r i e t y  of o t h e r  d u t i e s  that 

b r i n g  h i m  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the c o m m u n i t y .  H a v i n g  a l o c a l  m a g i s t r a t e  

c a n  h e l p  l o c a l  p e o p l e  feel t hat the l e g a l  s y s t e m  is t h e i r  s y s t e m .

It c a n  s e r v e  as a r o l e  m o d e l  to a t t r a c t  o t h e r  N a t i v e  p e o p l e  into 

the l e g a l  s y s t e m .  A l l  of t h a t  is l o s t  w h e n  the l o c a l  a p p l i c a n t  is 

n o t  h i r e d ,  a n d  the c o l o n i a l  n a t u r e  of the c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  s y s t e m  is 

r e e n f o r c e d .  H a v i n g  a l o c al  m a g i s t r a t e  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  that law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  w o u l d  r e l a x ,  an d  b e c o m e  lax. It c o u l d  b e c o m e  m o r e
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s t r i c t .  Th e  p o i n t  is t h a t  a l o c a l  p e r s o n ,  w h o  k n e w  the p e o p l e  

an d  l o c a l  m o r e s  v e r y  w e l l ,  w o u l d  be m a k i n g  t h o s e  d e c i s i o n s .

T h e  s t a t e  c h a r g e s  o u t  an i n c r e d i b l e  n u m b e r  of m i s d e m e a n o r s  

an d  f e l o n i e s ,  m a n y  of w h i c h  c o u l d  be h a n d l e d  by d i v e r s i o n .  If 

the s t a t e  l o o k e d  t o w a r d  v i l l a g e  c o u n c i l s  for d i r e c t i o n  on c a s e s ,  

m a n y  c a s e s  m i g h t  be h a n d l e d  d i f f e r e n t l y ;  in s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  c a s e s  

m i g h t  be h a n d l e d  m o r e  s e v e r e l y .  T h e  p o i n t . i s  that  t h e r e  w o u l d  

be l o c a l  in p ut .

P r o b a b l y  e v e r y  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  in the v i l l a g e s  h a s  s o m e o n e  

g o i n g  to j a il ,  in j a i l ,  o r  g e t t i n g  out of j ai l ,  or on p r o b a t i o n  or 

p a r o l e .  E v e r y  f a m i l y  is p r o b a b l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  of 

r e l e a s e  a n d  t h i r d - p a r t y  c u s t o d y .  It is as t h o u g h  the w h o l e  r e g i o n  

is tie d  up in the c o u r t  s y s t e m . o n e  w a y  or a n o t h e r .  T h e  v i l l a g e s  

t h e m s e l v e s  h a v e  no r o l e  in the p r o c e s s  e x c e p t  to the e x t e n t  t h a t  

i n d i v i d u a l s  tak e on the r o l e  of d e f e n d a n t s ,  t h i r d - p a r t y  c u s t o d i a n s ,  

a n d  w i t n e s s e s .  It is as t h o u g h  the v i l l a g e s  are u n d e r  s o m e  f o r m  

e m e r g e n c y  rule. T h i s  is n ot  to d e n y  t hat t h e r e  are p r o b l e m s ,  

or to s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  n ot  be p r o s e c u t i o n s ,  but r a t h e r - ^ T  

h a v e  l o c a l  i n p u t  i n t o  c h a r g i n g  p o l i c y  a n d  s e n t e n c i n g  p o l i c y .

To do so w o u l d  d i m i n i s h  the c o l o n i a l  a s p e c t  of the c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  

s y s t e m .

J a i l  Is the s e n t e n c e  of c h o i c e .  W h a t  is the e f f e c t  on the 

v i l l a g e  of h a v i n g  its y o u n g  m e n  sit in N o m e  at the A n v i l  M o u n t a i n  

C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t e r ,  d o i n g  n o t h i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  t h er e .  To be 

sure, j a i l  is a n e c e s s a r y  p u n i s h m e n t  in m a n y  ca s e s ,  but in scj 

m any, an d  for so l o n g ? H o w  do we, the n o n - N a t i v e  w o r k e r s  in 

the c o u r t  s y s t e m ,  k n o w  t h a t  ja i l  is the a p p r o p r i a t e  d i s p o s i t i o n  

in the v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of the c a s e s .  S h o u l d n ' t  t h e re  be f o r m a l
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l o c a l  i n p u c  inco s e n t e n c i n g  p o l i c y ?  If t h e r e  w e r e ,  the 

c o l o n i a l  a s p e c t  of the c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  s y s t e m  w o u l d  be d i m i n i s h e d .

I t h i n k  that  t h e r e  a re  t h i n g s  tha t  e v e r y o n e  in the s y s t e m  

k n o w s  but do no t  a c k n o w l e d g e .  I t h i n k  t ha t  e v e r y o n e  k n o w s  that 

p e o p l e  in the v i l l a g e s  feel t h r e a t e n e d  by l * w  e n f o r c e m e n t  to a 

d e g r e e  far b e y o n d  the n o r m a l  a p p r e h e n s i o n  t h a t  is d i s c o u n t e d  

in the c a s e s .  P e o p l e  f eel t h r e a t e n e d ,  f e e l  t h e y  h a v e  no c h o i c e  

but to c o o p e r a t e ,  and t h e n  end up g e t t i n g  e n t a n g l e d  in q u e s t i o n s  

th a t  u n d e r  the l a w  ca n  be f r a m e d  in lies. E i t h e r  the s y s t e m  is 

f a i r  or it is n o t .  A t r o o p e r  m e n t i o n e d  j u s t  the o t h e r  d a y  that 

he d o e s n ' t  h a v e  to p u l l  any t r i c k s  b e c a u s e  the c l i e n t s  are so 

" c o o p e r a t i v e " .  O f f i c i a l l y  the l a w  d o e s  not  r e c o g n i z e  that t h e r e  

is a p r o b l e m .  T h e r e  is no d i r e c t  a u t h o r i t y  to s u p p o r t  the a r g u m e n t  

t hat p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t s  a r e b e i n g  v i o l a t e d .  B u t  if we do not 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  h o l l e r  a b o u t  it, n o b o d y  w i l l .  A n d  if we do h o l l e r  

c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  the c o u r t  s y s t e m  m a y  e v e n t u a l l y  f e e l  c o m p e l l e d  to 

a c k n o w l e d g e  the o b v i o u s .  M i r a n d a  e s t a b l i s h e d  a r i g h t  to n o t i c e  

p r i o r  to i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  It wa s  a l i m i t e d  r i g h t  u n d e r  M i r a n d a , 

a n d  M i r a n d a  h a s  b e e n  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  e r o d e d  e v e r  s i n c e ,  b ut  t h e r e  

c o m e s  a p o i n t  w h e r e  r e a l i t y  has to be a c k n o w l e d g e d .  If we do not 

r a i s e  it, it n e v e r  w i l l  be r a i s e d .

T h e  d e f e n s e  is the s h o c k  a b s o r b e r  of the c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  s y s t e m .  

T h e s t a t e  c a n  u s u a l l y  w a i t  to f i l e  a c a s e  u n t i l  it is p r e p a r e d  

to do it. T h e  d e f e n s e  is b r a c k e t e d  in by t im e  d e a d l i n e s .  W h e r e  

t h e r e  are a b o u t  150 c a s e s  at any one time, it is i m p o s s i b l e  to 

g i v e  r e a l  a t t e n t i o n  to m o s t  of the c a s e s .  M o s t  m i s d e m e a n o r s  get 

m i n i m a l  a t t e n t i o n .  T h i s  is n e w s  to no o ne. But the q u e s t i o n  is 

w h a t  we do a b o u t  it. Is t hi s  the n a t u r a l  s t a t e  of t h i n g s  or is
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thi s  che c o n d i t i o n  we a c c e p t  as the n a t u r a l  s t a t e  of t h i n g s ?

I t h i n k  tha t  it is the n a t u r a l  s t a t e  of t h i n g s ,  i n s o f a r  as 

we h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d .  But it d o e s  n o t  h a v e  to. It s h o u l d n ' t  be.

Ou r  c l i e n t s  k n o w  that they ao no t a l w a y s  r e c e i v e  du e p r o c e s s ,

in the s e n s e  of h a v i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  a c c e s s  to t h e i r  a t t o r n e y  or

p r e p a r a t i o n  for t h e i r  c a s e s .  If t h e y  c a n  s e n s e  it, w h y  c a n ' t  the 

res t of the s y s t e m .  T h i s  too is s o m e t h i n g  tha t  e v e r y b o d y  in 

the s y s t e m  k n o w s  b u t  d o e s  no t  a c k n o w l e d g e .

T h e q u e s t i o n  is to w h o m  we o w e  o u r  u l t i m a t e  l o y a l t y .  Is it 

to the c l i e n t  or to the s y s t e m ?  If it is to the c l i e n t ,  we h o l d  

ou t  for him. If it is to the s y s t e m ,  we h a v e  u n w r i t t e n  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g s  w i t h  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  as to h o w  far we w i l l  t a k e  a 

c ase, so t h a t . b o t h  we and the DA  c a n  g e t  h o m e  at a d e c e n t  time.

If it is to the s y s t e m ,  the D A  k n o w s  t h a t  w e  w i l l  p l e a d  the m a n  

out an d  we p l e a d  h i m  out.

I c h i n k  t hat o u r  l o y a l t y  h a s  to r e m a i n  w i t h  the c l i e n t .  T h i s

I n t r o d u c e s  a l e v e l of u n c e r t a i n t y  in the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e e w e e n  che

d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  a n d  the d e f e n s e  l a w y e r ,  b u t  it is w o r t h  it to 

the c l i e n t .  H o w e v e r  it a l s o  i n c r e a s e s  the w o r k  for che d e f e n s e  

s i n c e  m a n y  m o r e  c a s e s  h e a d  c o w a r d  t r i a l .  T h i s  a l s o  t e n d s  to c l o g  

up the c a l e n d a r .

H o w  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  a c l i e n t  g e t ?  In the r u r a l  a r e a s  

he n e e d s  m o r e  than ma y  a l w a y s  be n e c e s s a r y  in the u r b a n  a r e a s .

He n e e d s  time to c a l k  t h i n g s  o v e r .  He n e e d s  m o r e  time tha n  we 

h a v e . T h e r e  c o m e s  a p o i n t  w h e r e  we do n o t  g i v e  e n o u g h  time to 

the c l i e n t ,  or e n o u g h  time to p r e p a r a t i o n ,  and w h e r e  we are 

r e a d y  to p l e a d  out of v u l n e r a b i l i t y ;  t h e n  we h a v e  a r r i v e d  at the 

p o i n t  w h e r e  the c l i e n t  is not g e t t i n g  e f f e c t i v e  a s s i s t a n c e  of counsel.
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At that p o i n t  s o m e t h i n g  has to be d o n e  to s a v e  the c a s e  for the 

c l i e n t .

T h e  22 a l c o h o l  and d r u g  c a s e s  o v e r l o a d e d  the K o t z e b u e  o f f i c e  

I f i l e d  the n o t i c e  of i n e f f e c t i v e  a s s i s t a n c e  of c o u n s e l  on the 

c a s e s  to p l a c e  the p r o b l e m  b e f o r e  the c o u r t .  H o w e v e r ,  as I 

m e n t i o n e d  in the h e a r i n g  on the m a t t e r ,  it w o u l d  not h a v e  b e e n  

n e c e s s a r y  to do so if I ha d r e q u e s t e d  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  o u r  c e n t r a l  

o f f i c e  e a r l i e r ;  that is my p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

I t h i n k  that the c o u r t  s y s t e m  h a s  to be c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  

the f act t h a t ' c l i e n t s  ar e  o f t e n  not r e c e i v i n g  due p r o c e s s  or 

t h e i r  r i g h t  to c o u n s e l  b e c a u s e  t hey a re  r u s h e d  t h r o u g h  the s y s t e m  

u n d e r  c u r r e n t  (and f o r m e r )  c a s e l o a d s  a n d  d e a d l i n e s .  If the 

d e f e n s e  do e s  not put a b r a k e  o n  the p r o c e s s ,  no on e  w i l l .  T h e  

s t a t e  an d  the c o u r t  h a v e  i d e n t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  i n s o f a r  as e a c h  

is v i t a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o c e s s i n g  c a s e s .  A s m o o t h  s y s t e m  is 

w h a t  they need, and e v e r y  e f f o r t  is m a d e  to k e e p  the d e f e n s e  

in the p r o g r a m .  But the d e f e n s e  d o e s  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  the 

s a m e  i n t e r e s t ,  and w h e r e  the c a s e l o a d  an d  t i m e  p r e s s u r e s  put the 

d e f e n s e  at a s t r a t e g i c  d i s a d v a n t a g e ,  s o m e t h i n g  ha s  to be d o ne .

W h a t  is d o n e  in e ac h  c a s e  d e p e n d s  u p o n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

But we h a v e  to do s o m e t h i n g .  O t h e r w i s e  o u r  r u r a l  c l i e n t s

f a s a d K  face d i s a d v a n t a g e s  all the w a y  d o w n  the line, from t he i r

i n i t i a l  c o n t a c t  w it h  the p o l i c e  - w h e r e  the p o l i c e  a r e  f r e e  to

d o m i n a t e  them, to bail  - w h e r e  the c l i e n t s  h a v e  the d i s a d v a n t a g e

of l i t t l e  a c c e s s  to m o n e y ,  to c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e i r  a t t o r n e y r  w h i c h

is o f t e n  m i n i m a l ,  to n e g o t i a t i o n s  - if the l a w y e r  a l l o w s  h i m s e l f

to be p l a c e d  at a d i s a d v a n t a g e  ( w h i c h  I n o r m a l l y  a v o i d ) ,  to t rial

w h e r e  the d e f e n s e  is c h a l l e n g e d  to c o m p l e t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  m o t i o n s
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a n d  t r i a l  p r e p a r a t i o n .  T h e  c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  s y s t e m  has to k n o w  

t h a t  the p r o b l e m  is e v e r y b o d y ' s  probleip. T h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  

be r e l i e v e d  o n l y  if it is s e e n  as a t h r e a t  to the s y s t e m .

In a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  is a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t h a t  d e s e r v e s  s o m e

c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I do not k n o w  p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s

a r o u n d  the  p r o g r a m  in a n y  d e t a i l ,  but I t h i n k  I h a v e  s o m e

f e e l i n g  for t h e m  a f t e r  w o r k i n g  in s e v e r a l  of the o f f i c e s .  In

m y  o p i n i o n  the l a w y e r s  in the r u r a l  o f f i c e s  c a r r y  an e x t r a

l o a d  b e c a u s e  t hey c a n n o t  s h i f t  w o r k  a m o n g  s e v e r a l  l a w y e r s ,  m u s t

a b s o r b  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  c o m e s  d o w n  the p i k e  ( e x c e p t  m o t i o n s  on

t h e  22 a l c o h o l  and d r u g  f e l o n i e s ) ,  and n e e d  to g i v e  e x t r a

a t t e n t i o n  to the r e s i d e n t s  of the s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  In

a d d i t i o n  t h e y  tend to g e t  m o r e  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  in c l i e n t s '

p r o b l e m s .  M a n y  h o u r s  are  s p e n t  o v e r  t im e  in c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h

c l i e n t s  w h o  ar e  w o r r i e d ,  d e p r e s s e d ,  an d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h i n k i n g

a b o u t  s u i c i d e .  T h e r e  is no b h  o n e  e l s e  to do it, an d it c a n n o t

be b r u s h e d  off, e s p e c i a l l y  the d e p r e s s i o n  and t a l k  of s u i c i d e .  
( R e f e r r a l s  a n d  w a r n i n g s  to j a i l  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  a l s o  m a d e . )
In a s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y  the s s n n u i i x y  l a w y e r  is l i a b l e  to b u m p  into

a c u r r e n t  c l i e n t  a n y  tim e  he t a k e s  a w a l k  d o w n  the s t r e e t .  T h e r e

is v e r y  l i t t l e  i n s u l a t i o n  f r o m  w o r k ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  the c o u r t

m a k e s  p r e t r i a l  r e l e a s e  s u c h  a c h a l l e n g e  In so m a n y  of the c a s e s .

T h e r e  is no m e c h a n i s m  in btxx the p r o g r a m  to d e a l  w i t h  this.

M a y b e  t hat is w h y  L i n d a  G r e e n ,  the K o t z e b u e  s e c r e t a r y ,  c o u n t e d

e i g h t  l a w y e r s  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  the K o t z e b u e  in the 4 - 1 / 2  y e a r s

b e f q r e  I a r r i v e d .  c

(J >Jhen y o u  t h i n k  of it, t h e r e  fs a p r o b l e m  w h e n  the c l i e n t s  do

not ge t the a t t e n t i o n  to the c a s e s  that t h e y  d e s e r v e  and the

l a w y e r s  a r o u n d  the p r o g r a m  h a v e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  c a s e l o a d s .  N o n e  of
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this is new. A n d  it e x i s t s  a c r o s s  the c o u n t r y .

T h e  c r i m i n a l  l a w  is c e n t r a l  to the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a 

s o c i e t y .  H o w  it is e n f o r c e d  d e t e r m i n e s  the  c h a r a c t e r  of the 

s o c i e t y .  On e b e n e f i t  of t h e  c r i m i n a l  l a w  is the r e s u l t i n g  

d e c r e a s e  in r e v e n g e  a n d  r e t a l i a t i o n  on t h e  s t r e e t s  w h e n  the 

s t a t e  b e c o m e s  the p r o s e c u t i n g  p a r t y  r a t h e r  t han the v i c t i m  

h i m s e l f ,  or his  f r i e n d s ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  or n e i g h b o r s .  To the e x t e n t  

t ha t  t h e r e  ar e  a d e q u a t e  p o l i c e ,  p r o s e c u t o r s ,  d e f e n s e  l a w y e r s ,  

an d  j u d g e s ,  the w e l l - b e i n g  of the c o m m u n i t y  c a n  be e n h a n c e d .

To the e x t e n t  that t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  ar e  m i s s i n g ,  che c o m m u n i t y  

s u f f e r s  a n d  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  a r e  v i o l a t e d .

W h a t  m o r e  ca n  be d o n e  f o r  o u r  c l i e n t s ?  W h a t  m o r e  s h o u l d  

be d o n e  for t h e m?  W h a t  do t h e y - h a v e  a r i g h t  to r e c e i v e  u n d e r  

the U.S. a n d  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n s  in t e r m s  of a d e q u a t e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ?  T h e r e  is no h a r d  a n d f a s t  a n s w e r . B u t  the m o r e  

we p u s h  it, the b e t t e r  the c h a n c e s  t h a t  o u r  c l i e n t s '  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  i m p r o v e .



J U S T  C H U C K  .ME IN T H E  O L D  C H U K C H I

I w a s  d o w n  a n d  o u t * i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  in the u n e m p l o y m e n t  line,
W h e n  a D o c t o r  o f  C o n s u l t a n c y  s t e p p e d  u p  a n d  sp o k e  his m i n d ;  (he said) 
S o  y o u ' r e  of late f r o m  the '48, a s t a t e s i d e  refu g e e ,
W e l l  t h e r e ' s  s t i l l  ho p e  on the g r e a t  N o r t h  S l o p e  
A n d  the s h o r e s  o f  the C h u k c h i  Sea.

As he a d v i s e d  I d r e d g e d  m y  m i n d  a n d  f o u n d  som e  t a l e n t  there,
L y i n g  n e g l e c t e d  a n d  u n e x p e c t e d ,  a c e r t a i n  t a l k a t i v e  flair;
S o  I p r i n t e d  c a r d s  a n d  l e t t e r h e a d ,  in g r a n d  h y p e r b o l e ,
A n d  I p l a c e d  m y  h o p e  in the g r e a t  N o r t h  S l o p e  
A n d  the s h o r e s  o f  the C h u k c h i  Sea.

S u b s i s t e n c e  is the fi e l d  in w h i c h  I f o u n d  I d o  excel;
I h u n t  a n d  tra p  c o n s u l t a n t  fees, a n d  d o  it p r e t t y  well.
N o  m o r e  b u m m i n g  c i g a r e t t e s ,  I ' m  f i x e d  f i n a n c i a l l y ,
F o r  I p l a c e d  m y  h o p e  in the g r e a t  N o r t h  S l o p e
A n d  the s h o r e s  o f  the C h u k c h i  Sea.

So d r y  t h o s e  t e a r s  y o u  r e f u g e e ,  a n d  j o i n  the p l a n n i n g  game;
C o n s u l t  y o u r  w a y  to s o l v e n c y ,  m o v e  o n  to w e a l t h  a n d  fame.
L o o k  b e y o n d  tha t  h a n d i c a p  of m e d i o c r i t y ,
A n d  p l a c e  y o u r  h o p e  in the g r e a t  N o r t h  S l o p e  
A n d  the s h o r e s  of. the C h u k c h i  Sea.

O h . . . w h e n  m y  c o n t r a c t ' s  d o n e ,  a n d  m y  l u c k  has run,
A n d  the S 2 o p e ' s  d o w n h i l l  for me,
T h e n  m y  orixy hop e  is to h e a d  o n  N o r t h ,
S o  c h u c k  :e in the O l d  C h i k c h i ;
Yes, chu< m e  in the O l d  C h u k c h i ,
J u s t  ch'if.- m e  j.:i the O l d  C h u k c h i ,
F o r  m y  on / h o p e  is to h e a d  on N o r t h ,
S o . . . c h u c  m e  in the O l d  C h u k c h i .

C o p y r i g h t  6/7 9  
Johr. M. H o l m e s



T H O M A S  J. M E Y E R
A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W  

N D A  B U I L D I N G  

217 S E C O N D  S T R E E T  S U I T E  2 0 4

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801

A R E A  C O D E  10071 

T E L E P H O N E :  5 6 6 * 0 6 6 6  

F A X  5 0 6 - 0 0 5 9

February 4, 1997

TO: Members of the Alaska State Senate Judiciary Committee

RE: Consideration of appointment of Ms. Barbara Brink as Alaska Public Defender

I am a local attorney and practice primarily criminal defense in state prosecutions. My 
prior experience as an attorney includes being an aide last year to Rep. Brian Porter and 
the House Judiciary Committee. From 1988 to 1995,1 was an assistant Public Defender 
for the State of Alaska and ended that part of my career as a supervising attorney in the 
Juneau office of the Public Defender Agency.

During my employment as a public defender, I had extensive contact with both Mr. John 
Salemi, who is the former chief of the Public Defender and Ms. Barbara Brink, who is 
now before your committee for confirmation of her appointment by Governor Knowles. 
Ms. Brink was the Deputy Public Defender during my service to the agency.

I am writing to express my support for Ms. Brink’s confirmation as the Public Defender.

The Alaska Public Defender Agency, pursuant to AS 18.85.100, represents indigent 
persons who are under formal charges for serious crimes, probation or parole violations, 
or who are entitled to representation under the Supreme Court Delinquency or Child in 
Need of Aid Rules, or who are detained for specific physical or mental health 
commitment proceedings. In other words, the Public Defender represents persons in a 
wide range of proceedings. The Public Defender must, accordingly, have a wide range of 
experience.

Ms. Brink, having been a public defender for over 10 years, has the experience required 
for the head position. Many times a day, Ms. Brink will have to field calls from assistant 
public defenders who require sound advice and approval of expense on cases. In my 
contacts with Ms. Brink over several years, it was apparent to me that she had a 
substantial amount of knowledge, experience and training in the area of criminal defense. 
She has conducted jury trials at all levels of offenses. A consider her highly qualified to 
be the Public Defender in terms of her level of experience. When the occasion came that 
I needed direction, she was a helpful colleague. I would expect her to continue that 
tradition as the Public Defender.

The Public Defender Agency needs an advocate as its head officer. Based again on my 
observations of Ms. Brink, I predict that she will reasonably and appropriately assert the 
needs of the agency to her superior administrative officers and indeed the legislature. As
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you are likely aware, Ms. Brink has handled many administrative tasks for the agency in 
her position as a deputy. This prior experience will serve the agency well in terms of 
consistency of operation and administration.

In both the Alaska and U.S. constitutions is a provision establishing the right to counsel. 
It is this provision that motivated the Alaska legislature to create the Public Defender 
Agency almost 20 years ago. With respect to the right to counsel, the Senate Judiciary 
committee’s concerns in the confirmation process are to enforce this right and assure that 
enforcement of it is carried out in the judiciary. Ms. Brink, I believe, because of her 
continued faithful service to the agency and high level of experience, will continue the 
agency’s outstanding tradition of ensuring that the right to counsel remains strong and 
enduring. I ask that the committee give Ms. Brink its support and full consideration.

Sincerely,



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Sen. R obin Taylor, C h a ir 
Sen. Drue Pearce.Vice Chair 
Sen. Mike M iller 
Sen. Sean Parnell 
Sen. Johnny Ellis

Senate Judiciary Committee

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3717 
Fax: (907) 465-3922

TO: Senator Taylor, Chairman
Senator Pearce, Vice Chairman 
Senator Miller 
Senator Parnell 
Senator Ellis

i * 'FROM: Laura Chase, Committee Aide

DATE: February 3, 1997

RE: Phone Call in Support of Barbara Brink Confirmation

Ms. Mauri Long, president of the Trial Lawyers Association, telephoned to voice her 
support of Ms. Brink’s confirmation.

/

Ms. Long worked with Barbara Brink when they were both employed by the Public 
Defender’s office. Ms. Long stated that she thinks highly of Ms. Brink’s professional 
capabilities and knows her on a personal level as well. She asked that you "not 
hesitate" to telephone her if you would like a personal recommendation. Her 
telephone number is (907) 277-5400.



OFFICIAL BUSINESS O ffice  of ik e  S ecretary STATE CAPITOL JUNEAU. ALASKA 99601-1182
(907) 465-3701 
FAX. 465-2832

January 30, 1997

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senator Taylor, Chair 
Judiciary Committee i

FROM: Nancy Q u in to o ^
Secretary of the Senate

SUBJECT: Governor's Confirmations

Pursuant to AS 39.05.080, President Miller has referred the following name for legislative 
confirmation to your committee for a hearing, recommendation and report:

Alaska Public Defender
Barbara Brink - Anchorage 

Appointed: 01/24/97

Resume attached

NQ/hv



BARBARA K. BRINK
810 W. 16th Ava. Anchorage. Alaska 99501 (907) 258-4666; Barbara Brink@Admin.state.ak.us

EXPERIENCE
The Alaska Public Defender Agency 
Acting Director September 1996 - present.

Administer state agency of 13 offices with 108 employees who provide legal services in over 
17,000 cases per year. Duties include personnel oversight, preparation of annual budget in 
coordination with Department of Administration, testimony before the legislature on 
substantive and procedural criminal bills, service on various boards, task forces and 
commrtxees that deal with criminal justice issues.

Deputy Public Defender October 1988 - September 1996.
Assisted director in all phases of administration as well provide direct attorney services in ail 
types of cases as needed in urban and rural courts.

Assistant Pubiic Defender August 1982 * October 1988.
Started service as an appellate lawyer, have worked as misdemeanor trial lawyer, felony trial 
lawyer, appellate supervisor, felony intake lawyer and investigator. Have handled every type 
of case at every level including delinquency, CINA and involuntary civil commitments.

The Supreme Coui i of the State of Alaska '
Law clerk to Justice Roger Connor August 1981 - July 1982.

Researched and drafted bench memoranda prior to oral argument, summarizing and 
evaluating litigant arguments. Drafted and edited opinions.

Contra Costa County Public Defender Agency
Law clerk June 1980 - July 1981.

Initial client interviews re' financial eligibility and case information. Researched and drafted 
pleadings, argued motions in court and conducted criminal non-jury trial.
EDUCATION

J.D. 1981 Hastings College of the Law-University of California 
Jessup International Moot Court Compef'tion Team 
Public Interest Law Association 

B.A. 1978 The University of Chicago
with honors Maroon Key Honor Society - Dean's List Four Years

Gertrude Dudley Scholar
Order of the C * varsity volleyball, basketball, softball

PROFESSIONALAlaska Bar Association State Bar of California National Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers National Legal Aid and Defenders Association Alaska 
Academy of Trial Lawyers California Public Defenders Association Southern Poverty Law 
Center Northwest Women's Law Center
PERSONAL A . .Anchorage Women's Hockey League Anchorage Sports Association

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

mailto:Brink@Admin.state.ak.us


ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Sen. R cbin  Taylor, C h a ir  
Sen. Drue Pearce.Vice Chair 
Sen. Mike Miller 
Sen. Sean Parnell 
Sen. Johnny Ellis

Ml E M ®  R A N  P P M

TO: Senator Taylor, Chairman
Senator Pearce, Vice Chairman 
Senator Miller 
Senator Parnell 
Senator Ellis

f * 'FROM: Laura Chase, Committee Aide

DATE: February 3, 1997

RE: Phone Call in Support of Barbara Brink Confirmation

Ms. Mauri Long, president of the Trial Lawyers Association, telephoned to voice her 
support of Ms. Brink’s confirmation.

j

Ms. Long worked with Barbara Brink when tboy were both employed by the Public 
Defender's office. Ms. Long stated that she thinks highly of Ms. Brink's professional 
capabilities and knows her on a personal level as well. She asked that you "not 
hesitate" to telephone her if you would like a personal recommendation. Her 
telephone number is (907) 277-5400.

Senate Judiciary Committee

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3717 
Fax: (907) 465-3922

PUBLIC  COMMENT
A■



RECEIVED FEB 3 t997

Philip M. Pallenberg 
718 5th Street 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 
home (907) 586-1180 work (907) 465-4911

February 3, 1997

Senator Robin Taylor 
Chairman,
Senate Judiciaiy Committee

RE: Appointment of Barbara Brink as Public Defender

Dear Senator Taylor:

I am writing to give my unqualified support for the confirmation of Barbara 
Brink as Public Defender.

1 am the supervising attorney for the Juneau office o f the Public Defender 
Agency. I have been a lawyer since 1983, and have been with the Public Defender 
Agency since 1990 (with the exception of a short time that I was back in private 
practice in Juneau). I have supervised both the Kodiak and Juneau public defender 
offices.. During this time, I have developed a very high regard for Barb as an 
advocate and an administrator.

Barb is, to my knowledge, universally well liked and respected in the 
agency. She is a zealous advocate for her clients, and is dedicated to the mission 
of this agency. She is one of the most capable lawyers I know. I think she is the 
ideal person for the job of Public Defender.

For most o f the time that 1 have known Barb, she has been Deputy Director 
of this agency. Her predecessor was veiy much a “hands o f f ’ manager. During 
the months that Barb has been Acting Director, 1 have seen a noticeable — and 
beneficial, in my opinion -- tightening up of management. I think that, with Barb 
as Director, there will be a continued improvement in the administrative 
functioning of this agency.

As compared with any other similar organizations, this agency has a 
uniquely high morale on the part of its staff. This is essential if this agency is to 
continue to perform its constitutionally required function. The job of an Assistant

PUBLIC  COMMENT
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Page 2

February 3, 1997

Public Defender is a veiy difficult one, which must be performed in high volume 
with very limited resources. I think the strong and fair leadership which Barb has 
exercised both as Deputy Director ar.d Acting Director has a great deal to do with 
the high morale o f the lawyers in this agency.

The job of Public Defender is a vital counterweight to ensure that the 
criminal justice system operates fairly. As the Legislature responds to political 
demands to resolve perceived problems with the criminal justice system, it is 
particularly important that the Public Defender Agency continue to provide 
effective representation to indigent people accused of crimes. This is the only way 
to ensure that the system operates fairly, as well as effectively, and to ensure that 
innocent people are not convicted along with the guilty.

The Public Defender should be a strong and effective advocate for the 
mission of this agency. 1 do not think this is a matter o f politics or ideology. Barb 
Brink will fulfill this responsibility.

I would urge you and, through you, the members of the Judiciary committee 
to act favorably on this appointment. If you have questions or would like to 
discuss any issues relating to this appointment, I would be delighted to meet with 
you or testify before the committee.



CONFIRM.: 
D. BROWN 
COMM. ON 
JUDICIAL 
CONDUCT
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS

STATE CAPITOL JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801-1182
(907) 485-3701 
FAX: 465-2832

February 13, 1997

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senator Taylor, Chair
Judiciary Committee

FROM: Nancy Q u in to * ^
•-'* Secretary of the Senate

SUBJECT: Governor's Confirmations
'*> ^

Pursuant to AS 39.05.080, President Miller has referred the following names for legislative 
confirmation to your committee for a hearing, recommendation and report:

Commission on Judicial C onduct
Dianne I. Brown - Anchorage

Appointed: 09/11/96 Expires: 12/31/9^ ^

Violent C rim es Com pensation Board ^
Louann Cutler - Anchorage ^

Appointed: 01/02/97 Expires: 12/15/99 
Leslie D. Wheeler - Wasilla

Alaska W orkers ' Com pensation Board
Valerie K. Baffone - Anchorage

Appointed: 11/08/96 Expires: 07/01/97 
John Giuchici - Fairbanks

Appointed: 10/10/91 Reappointed: 07/15/93, 06/25/96 Expires: 07/01/99 
Steve Hagedorn - Anchorage

Appointed: 08/19/91 Reappointed: 07/01/93, 06/25/96 Expires: 07/01/99 
Harriet M. Lawlor - Anchorage

Appointed: 07/20/95 Reappointed: 06/25/96 Expires: 07/01/99 
Shawn Pierre - Chugiak

Appointed: 11/08/96 Expires: 07/01/97

NQ:hv
Resumes attached

c
Appointed: 05/15/96 Expires: 12/15/98



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Sen. Mike Miller 
Sen. Sean Parnell 
Sen. Johnny Ellis

Sen. Robin Taylor, C h a ir 
Sen. Drue Pearce.Vice Chair State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907)465-3717 
Fax: (907) 465-3922

Senate Judiciary Committee

REPORT ON CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS

The Honorable Mike Miller 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear President Miller:

In accordance with AS 39.05.080, the Senate Judiciary Committee reviewed the 
qualifications of the following and recommends the appointment be forwarded to a 
joint session for consideration:

There were no stated objections to the named individual. However, this does not 
reflect an intent by any of the members to vote for or against the appointment during 
any further sessions.

Respectfully,

March 14, 1997

Comm ission on Judicial Conduct
Dianne I. Brown-- Anchorage

tor Mike Miller Senator Sean Parriell

RLT/lc



Commission on Judicial Conduct

D I A N N E  I N G L I M A  B R O W N  
1 1 4 8 4  D i s c o v e r y  H e i g h t s  c i r c l e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 5  
(907) 3 4 4 - 6 4 9 1  (home)
(907) 2 6 9 - 5 6 9 4  (work)

ED U CA TIO N

U n d e r g r a d u a t e :

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  F a i r b a n k s ;  Fairbanks-, A l a s k a  ( 1 9 6 5 - 1 9 6 7 )  

P r o f e s s i o n a l :  ( T r a i n i n g )

D e p t ,  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  A c a d e m y ,  S i tka, A l a s k a  (1978, 1992)
D . E . A .  D r u g  S c h o o l ,  S t o c k t o n ,  C a l i f .  (1981)
U n i f o r m e d  I n v e s t i g a t o r  s c h o o l ,  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  (1984)
I n t e r v i e w / S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  S c h o o l ,  K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  (1985) 
S u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  M i d - M a n a g e m e n t  S c h o o l s ,  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  (1985, 1986, 
1987) ; S e w a r d ,  A l a s k a  (1990),* A n c h o r a g e  (1992)
P r o g r e s s i v e  A c c i d e n t  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  S c h o o l ,  P a l m e r ,  A l a s k a  (1989) 
F i e l d  T r a i n i n g  O f f i c e r  P r o g r a m ,  S i t k a ,  A l a s k a  (1990)
A d v a n c e d  C r i m i n a l ' I n v e s t i g a t i o n  T r a i n i n g ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  (1992) 
R e i d  T e c h n i q u e  o f  I n t e r v i e w i n g  a n d  I n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  
(1992, 1993)
N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  P o l i c e  H o m i c i d e  S e m i n a r ,  A l b a n y ,  N e w  Y o r k  (1992) 
M e t h o d s  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  S i t k a ,  A l a s k a  (1993)
D a l e  C a r n e g i e ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  (1993)
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  P r o s e c u t i o n  of S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  C r i m e s ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  

A l a s k a  (1993)
S o u t h e r n  P o l i c e  I n s t i t u t e ,  9 2 n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r s  C o u r s e ,  

L o u i s v i l l e ,  K e n t u c k y  (1994)

S e p t .  1 9 9 5  - P r e s e n t  F i r s t  S e r g e a n t .  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s ,
C u r r e n t l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e w i d e  
C r i m i n a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  U n i t  & b  c o m m a n d e r .  
D u t i e s  i n c l u d e  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  m a n g a g e m e n t  
of t h e  M a j o r  C r i m e s  S e c t i o n ,  t h e  W h i t e  

C o l l a r  C r i m e  S e c t i o n ,  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
C r i m e s  S e c t i o n  a n d  S p e c i a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

1 9 9 4  - 1 9 9 5  F i r s t  S e r g e a n t .  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s ,
I n  F e b r u a r y  1994, b e c a m e  f i r s t  f e m a l e  
f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  in h i s t o r y  o f  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
T r o o p e r s .  A s a i g n e d  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r ' s  
O f f i c e  as a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p e r v i s o r .  
D u t i e s  i n c l u d e d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
C o m m e r c i a l  V e h i c l e  E n f o r c e m e n t  P r o g r a m ,  
R u r a l  H o u s i n g ,  v e h i c l e  P r o c u r e m e n t  
C o o r d i n a t o r ,  a n d  S t a t e w i d e  T r a i n i n g  
C o o r d i n a t o r .



Q&hflT!.

J u d i c i a l  c o n d u c t  C o m m i s s i o n  - a p p o i n t e d  b y  G o v e r n o r  S t e v e  C o w p e r  

N o v e m b e r  1990

R E F E R E N C E S

A r t h u r  A. E n g l i s h ,  f o r m e r  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  

(907) 2 7 4 - 7 9 2 2

J o h n  M u r p h y ,  U . S .  M a r s h a l l ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e  (907) 2 7 1 - 5 1 5 4

J o h n  B. S a l e m i ,  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r ,  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  (907) 2 6 4 - 4 4 0 0

c a m m y  O e c h s l i ,  A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

(907) 2 6 9 - 5 1 0 0

L a u r i e  O t t o ,  D e p u t y  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  C r i m i n a l  D i v i s i o n ,  S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a  (907) 4 6 5 - 3 4 2 3

A d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e s  f u r n i s h e d  u p o n  r e q u e s t .
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Commission on Judicial Conduct

D I A N N E  I N G L I M A  B R O W N  
1 1 4 8 4  D i s c o v e r y  H e i g h t s  c i r c l e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 5  
(907) 3 4 4 - 6 4 9 1  (home)
(907) 2 6 9 - 5 6 9 4  (work)

ED U C A TIO N

U n d e r g r a d u a t e :

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  F a i r b a n k s ;  Fairbanks-, A l a s k a  ( 1 9 6 5 - 1 9 6 7 )  

P r o f e s s i o n a l :  ( T r a i n i n g )

De p t ,  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  A c a d e m y ,  S i t k a ,  A l a s k a  (1978, 1992)
D . E . A .  D r u g  S c h o o l ,  S t o c k t o n ,  C a l i f .  (1981)
U n i f o r m e d  Investigator S c h o o l ,  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  (1984) 
I n t e r v i e w / S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  S c h o o l ,  K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  (1985) 
S u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  M i d - M a n a g e m e n t  S c h o o l s ,  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  (1985, 1986, 
1987) ; S e w a r d ,  A l a s k a  ( 1 990); A n c h o r a g e  (1992)
P r o g r e s s i v e  A c c i d e n t  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  S c h o o l ,  P a l m e r ,  A l a s k a  (1989) 
F i e l d  T r a i n i n g  O f f i c e r  P r o g r a m ,  S i t k a ,  A l a s k a  (1990)
A d v a n c e d  C r i m i n a l -I n v e s t i g a t i o n  T r a i n i n g ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  (1992) 
R e i d  T e c h n i q u e  o f  I n t e r v i e w i n g  a n d  I n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  
(1992, 1993)
N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  P o l i c e  H o m i c i d e  S e m i n a r ,  A l b a n y ,  N e w  Y o r k  (1992) 
M e t h o d s  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  S i t k a ,  A l a s k a  (1993)
D a l e  C a r n e g i e ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  (1993)
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  P r o s e c u t i o n  of S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  C r i m e s ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  

A l a s k a  (1993)
S o u t h e r n  P o l i c e  I n s t i t u t e ,  9 2 n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r s  C o u r s e ,  

L o u i s v i l l e ,  K e n t u c k y  (1994)

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

Sep t .  1 9 9 5  - P r e s e n t  F i r s t  S e r g e a n t .  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r g ;
C u r r e n t l y  assigned t o  t h e  S t a t e w i d e  
C r i m i n a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n *  U n i t  a e  c o m m a n d e r .  
D u t i e s  i n c l u d e  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  m a n g a g e m e n t  
of t h e  M a j o r  C r i m e s  S e c t i o n ,  t h e  VThite 
C o l l a r  C r i m e  S e c t i o n ,  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
C r i m e s  s e c t i o n  a n d  S p e c i a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

1 9 9 4  - 1 9 9 5  F i r s t  S e r g e a n t .  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s .
I n  F e b r u a r y  1994, b e c a m e  f i r s t  f e m a l e  
f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  in h i s t o r y  o f  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
T r o o p e r s . A s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r ' s  
o r f i c e  as a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p e r v i s o r .  
D u t i e o  i n c l u d e d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
C o m m e r c i a l  V e h i c l e  E n f o r c e m e n t  P r o g r a m ,  
R u r a l  H o u s i n g ,  v e h i c l e  P r o c u r e m e n t  
C o o r d i n a t o r ,  a n d  S t a t e w i d e  T r a i n i n g  
C o o r d i n a t o r .
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E m p l o y m e n t  history continued!

1 9 9 0  - 1 9 9 4  s«rcraant, A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s .
In July 1990, became first female sergeant 
in history of Alaska State Troopers. 
Originally assigned t o  patrol d i v ision as 
Patrol Supervisor. 'Twice s e l e c t e d  to 
supervise the field t r a i n i n g  prograin for 
new state Trooper Recruits. In November 
1991, reassigned to S t a t e w i d e  Criminal 
Investigations/Major Crime® Se c tion as 
supervisor. Duties i n c l u d e d  the
supervision and oversight o f  homicide, 
sexual assault/sexual abuse, robberies, 
and other violent crime investigations.

1985 - 1990 Corporal. Alaska State Troopers.
In 1985 became first female corporal in 
history of Alaska State Troopers, and 
became a patrol supervisor. In October 
1988 I was transferred to a bush 
assignment as poet s u p e r v i s o r  of the 
Talkeetna Post. Duties included
supervision and control of four-person 
post responsible for e n f o r c e m e n t  and 
patro). of a large rural a r e a  extending 
from Denali National Park on the north, 
Willow on the south, Skwentna on the west 
and the Talkeetna Mountains o n  the east.

1977 - 1984 Alaska state Trooper. D e p a r t m e n t  of Public
Sa f e t y .  S t a t s  o f  Alaska-.
Judicial services, patrol, a n d  commercial 
vehicle enforcement assigned to Anchorage 
Detachment from 1977 t h r o u g h  1981. 
Transferred in 1981 to Metro Narcotics as 
part of A n c h orage Police D e p artment/Alaska  
State Troopers narcotic e n f o r c e m e n t  unit. 
In 1982 transferred t o  J u n e a u  Detachment 
and was initially assigned a* patrol 
Officer. Duties later included assignment 
to investigative • unit w h e r e  I was 
responsible for sexual assault/sexual  
abuse investigations.

P e r s o n a l ;

Married. I um a third-generation Alaskan, born F e b r u a r y  4, 1948, 
raised in the Seldovia/Homer area of the Konai Peninsula.

professional- Organiaatlono:.

Fraternal O r d e r  of the Alaska State Troopers
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Q tte z j.

Ju d icial C o n d u c t  C o m m i s s i o n  - a p p o i n t e d  by Governor Steve Cowper 

N o v e m b e r  1990

R E F E R E N C E S

Arthur A. English, former Commissioner, Department of P u b l i c  Safety 

(907) 274-7922

John Murphy, U.S. Marshall, Department of Justice (907) 271-5154

John B. Salami, Public Defender, State of Alaska (907) 264-4400

cammy Oechsli, Assistant Attorney General, State of A l a s k a  
(907) 269-5100

Laurie Otto, Deputy Attorney General, Criminal Division, State of 
Alaska (907) 465-3428

Additional references furnished upon request.

*
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS

STATE CAPITOL JUNEAU, ALASKA 9S0OM182
(907) 465-3701 
FAX: 465-2832

February 26, 1997

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senalor Taylor, Chair
Judiciary Committee

FROM: Nancy Q uin to '7^
Secretary of the Senate

SUBJECT: Governor's Confirmations

Pursuant to AS 39.05.080, President Miller has referred the following name for legislative 
confirmation to your committee for a hearing, recommendation and report:

Board of G overnors of the Alaska Bar 
Debra L. Call - Anchorage

Appointed: 02/20/97 Expires: 06/30/99

NQ:hv
Resume attached



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Sen. Mike Miller 
Sen. Sean Parnell 
Sen. Johnny Ellis

Sen. Robin Taylor, C hair 
Sen. Drue Pearce,Vice Chair State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3717 
Fax: (907) 465-3922

Senate Judiciary Committee

REPORT ON CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS

The Honorable Mike Miller 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear President Miller*

In accordance with AS 39.05.080, the Senate Judiciary Committee reviewed the 
qualifications of the following and recommends the appointment be forwarded to a 
joint session for consideration:

There were no stated objections to the named individual. However, this does not 
reflect an intent by any of the members to vote for or against the appointment during 
any further sessions.

Respectfully,

March 14, 1997

Board of Governors of the Alaska Bar
Debra L  Call-- Anchorage

Senator Sean Parnell

RLT/lc



Bar Association

DEBRA L  CALL
12342 West Prince of Peace Eagfe River, AK 99577-7539 
907-696-5786 (residence)907-274-8638 (business)

EDUCATION
Masters of Business Administration, Marketing, Washington State University, 1986. 
Bachelor of Arts, Business Administration, Marketing, Eastern Washington University, 1981, Dean's List. 
High School Diploma with Honors, Chugiak High School, Eagle River, AK,.

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY
5/95 to present Manager, Human Resources, Cook Inlet Region, Inc.
Promoted to work for the parent company, CIRI, to plan and implement policies related to all phases of 
corporate human resource activities within 70 employee parent company and work with 500+ employee 
subsidiary operations. Represents the company on state employment & training councils and boards and 
continues to build a cooperative referral network among ANCSA corporations in regards to human 
resource development activities.

12/91 to 5/95 Employment and Training Program Director
Peak Alaska Ventures, Inc., wholly owned subsidiary of CIRI

Directed the development, Implementation and maintenance of an Akska Native training and 
placement program which successfully resulted in an increase of Native hire from 2% in 1992 to over 
13% in 1994 within a 500+ employee oilfield support service company. Coordinated Native hire opo ities with various oilfield employers, Peak Oilfield Service Company project managers, Native 
cor tions and the jobseeker to build consensus and compliance toward meeting ARCO/Contractor
Nat hire goals. Established a computerized skills database and referral network for qualified Alaska
Natives wihtin a non-profit social service organization.

6/87 to 9/91 Executive Vice President
Vice President, Administration 
Business AnalystCommunity Enterprise Development Corporation of Alaska

Directed the operations of a non-profit, Alaska rural and urban membership organization providing 
enterprise development technical assistance and financing through joint venture public and private 
funded programs serving villages throughout rural Alaska. Worked closely with state and federal agencies 
to provide comprehensive economic development and job creation projects for rural Alaska and in 
particular, Alaska Native communities.



9/86 to 6/87 College Instructor
Washington State University

Developed curriculum and taught classes in small business management to senior business undergraduate students as Instructor and Director of the Small Business Institute. Concurrently, developed curriculum 
and taught general education required classes in Native American Cultural/Historical Studies for classes of 100 freshman undergraduate students.

9/85 to 6/86 Market Analyst
Washington State University

As a graduate student, worked part-time for the Continuing Education Department developing and 
implementing a marketing survey to determine the management training needs of Seattle business 
people. Used results of completed survey to develop a strategic marketing plan focusing on program design and promotion.

1981 to 1984 Business D ''elopment Planner
Special Projects Coordinator 
Cook Inlet Native Association

Applied marketing skills to research business opportunities for a non-profit, tiocial service organization 
serving Alaska Natives residing in the Cook Inlet area. Supervised the preparations for the 1984 Annual 
Membership Meeting and produced the 1982, 1983 and 1984 Annual Reports.

1978 to 1981 Photojoumaiist
Eastern Washington University

As a student, worked part-time photographing college sports and academic activities for the local media 
and university publications. Knowledgeable and skilled in photojournalism, communications, graphics 
design, typesetting and the production of brochures and publications.

1976 to 1977 Administrative Assistant (d-2 Bill & ANILCA)
Alaska Federal/State Land Use Planning Commission

1974 to 1976 Administrative Assistant
Anchorage Chamber of Commerce

Represented the Better Business Bureau and marketed Chamber membership to the Anchorage 
business community.
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND ACTIVITIES
University of Alaska - Anchorage GtLrem1 Advisory Council Member, 1991 to present
Alaska Academic Decathlon, Board of Directors, 1989 to present
Alaska State Chamber of Commerce, Board of Directors, Chair of Education Committee,

1995 to present.
United Way, Board of Directors, 1996 to present 
AWAIC, Board member 1/94 to present.Alaska Native Justice Center, Board member, 1/94 to present.Chair, Alaska's People Board of Directors, 4/95 to present



PAST PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND ACTIVITIES
Aktska Job Training Council, Chairperson, Governor appointee, 1992 to 1995National State Job Training Coordinating Chairs Council, Executive Committee and Board member,
1992 tol995.
Member, Anchorage East Rotary, 1990 to 1994 
Commissioner, Cook Inlet Housing Authority, 1987 to 1994.
Member, Board of Directors, Cook Inlet Housing Development Corporation, 1987 to 1992.
Advisor, CITC Junior Achievement project, 1990 to 1991.
President Howard RocJc Foundation, 1989 to 1991.
Co-Chair, Western Region, National Congress for Community Economic Development, 1987 to 1991. 
Member, Board of Directors, Cook Inlet Region, Inc., 1989 to 1990.
Member, CIRI Foundation Board of Directors, 1985 to 1988. 
Delegate, Alaska Native Leadership Project, 1984 to 1985.
Represented to United Nations Working Group on Indigenous Peoples at Geneva Switzerland, 1985. 
Named Woman of the Year in Business, W5U Women’s Center, 1985.

References Available on Request





ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Sen. R obin Taylor, C h a ir 
Sen. Drue Pearce,Vice Chair
Sen. Mike Miller 
Sen. Sean Parnell 
Sen. Johnny Ellis

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907)465-3717 
Fax: (907) 465-3922

Senate Judiciary Committee

REPORT ON CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS

The Honorable Mike Miller 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear President Miller:

In accordance with AS24.60.130, the Senate Judiciary Committee reviewed the 
following with regard to confirmation of the appointments of the Chief Justice

There were no stated objections to the named individual. However, this does not 
reflect an intent by any of the members to vote for or against the appointment during 
any further sessions.

Respectfully,

February 11, 1998

Select Committee on Legislative Ethics
Dennis E. Cook--Fairbanks

Senator Mike Miller Senator Sean Parnell

Senator Johnny Ellis

RLT/lc



Allom eysaltam

COOK SCHUHMANN & GROSECLOSE, INC.
714 Fburch Avenue, Suite 200 • Post Office Bex 70810 • Fairbanks. Alaska 99707-0810 • 907/462-1855 • Fax 907 / 462-8154 

Ttok 1907) 883-5459 * Delta Junction (907) 895-4* 39 • Toll Free Number 800-550-1855 (Alaska Only)
Email ceg@elookalaw.eom • www.aiaakalaw.com

DENNIS E. “SKIP” COOK

Home Address:

Business Address:

431 Birch Hill Road 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712 
(907) 456-6994

Cook Schuhnann & Groscclosc, Inc.
714 Fourth Avenue, Suite 200
P. O. Box 70810
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-0810
(907) 452-1855 - FAX (907) 452-8154

PERSONAL

Dale of Birth: 
Place o f Birth: 
Marital Status: 
Children:

February 8,1940 
Fairbanks, Alaska 
Married to Olga B. Cook 
Tyler Cook, Born April 16, 1964 
Bret D. Cook, Bom July 19,1966 
Dana B. Cook, Bom May 3,1968 
Zachary B. Cook, Bom June 15,1972 
Katherine M. Cook, Born January 31, 1976 
ElizaN. Cook, Bom July 10,1980 
Whitney D. Cook, Bom May 1,1984

EDUCATION

1962

1963 

1970

Graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Economics, Politics and 
Engineering from Massachusetts Instituto of Technology

Received Master of Arts in Political Science from Northwestern 
University

Received Juris Doctor Degree from Willamette University

Dennis E. *Skip" Cook 
Barbara L. Scbuhmiinu 

Robert B. Grosccloue

Jo A. Kuchlc 
Zane D. Wilson 
Bret D. Cook

Michael C. KraroorQfCouruK.h
Grace Berg Scholblo

mailto:ceg@elookalaw.eom
http://www.aiaakalaw.com
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FMPLpXMENT 

5/70 - Present

8/69-5/70

1968-69

1967-68

2/65-8/67

10/63 -1/65

5/63 - 9/63

PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS

PUBLIC SERVICE 
POSITION

COOK SCHUHMANN & GROSECLOSE, INC., 
and its predecessors, P. 0 . Box 70810,
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-0810 (907) 452-1855 
Became a partner in 1972. Practice concentrates on personal 
injury, workers’compensation defense, domestic 
relations and commercial law.

Alaskan Adventures, Minneapolis, MN, worked in 
Salon, OR as western states distributor of movie 
“This is My Alaska"

Horton, Gcib & O’Rourke, Salem, Oregon, licensed 
securities dealer

State of Oregon, state police, part-time clerk

Alaska 67 Centennial Exposition (commemorating the 
U. S. purchase of Alaska from Russia), General Manager

State of Alaska, Office of the Governor, Local Affairs Agency, 
Juneau, Alaska, Assistant Director and Director

State of Alaska, Election Director for organizational election of 
Fairbanks North Star Borough

The American Bar Association, Alaska Bar Association, 
Tanana Valley Bar Association

Tanana Valley State Fair Association - 
Director 1971-1985; President 1976-1985

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints - 
Bishop, 1970 - 1974; District President 1977 -1979;
Stake President 1979-1989; Regional Representative 
1992 - 1995; Scoutmaster 1995 - Present

Rotary Club of Fairbanks -1977 - Present;
Director 1986-1990; Secretary 1991; President 
1993-1994; District 5010 Rotary Youth Leadership 
Conference Co-Chair 1995-1997

Midnight Sun Council, Boy Scouts of America - 
Merit Badge Counselor 1970 - Present; Executive 
Board 1989 - Present; Executive Committee 1993 - 
Present; President 1998; Silver Beaver Award 1997

Resume o f  Dennis E. Cook 
Page 2



OFFICIAL BUSINESS

A la sta  Sfafe Legislature 
Senate

Office of Ae Secretary STATE CAPITOL JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3701 
FAX: 465-2832

January 27, 1998

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senator Taylor, Chair
Judiciary Committee

FROM: Nancy Quinto
Secretary of the Senate

SUBJECT: Governor's Confirmations

President Miller has referred the follov, „ng appointments for legislative confirmation to 
your committee for a hearing, recommendation and report:

Select Com m ittee on Legislative Ethics
Ed Granger - Anchorage - Reappointment 
Dennis E. Cook - Fairbanks - Appointment

Attachment

NQ/hv
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WARREN W. MATTHEWS 
CHIEF JUSTICE

■ y < ?

(A t a k a  ̂ u p t im e  (ttou rt

303 K STREET 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 

93501-2003

(907) 254-0818 
FAX (907) 264-0878

December 3, 1997

The Honorable Gail Phillips 
Speaker of the House 
716 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 620 
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133

The Honorable Mike Miller 
President of the Senate 
716 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 500 
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133

Dear Speaker Phillips and President Miller:

I have reappointed Ed Granger and appointed Dennis Cook to serve full terms on 
the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics. Their addresses and phone numbers are listed 
below.

Ed Granger 
931 Lighthouse Court 

•Anchorage, AK 99515 
phone: (907) 345-6462 
fax: (970) 345-4226

Dennis E. Cook
Cook, Schuhmann & Groseclose 
714 4th Avenue, Suite 200 
Fairbanks, AK 99701-4470 
phone: (907) 452-1855 
fax: (907) 452-8154

Very truly yours,

Warren W. Matthews 
Chief Justice

cc: Ed Granger
Dennis E. Cook
Susan Barnett, Staff, Select Committee on Legislative Ethics 

WWM/sbp


