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FROM : CITY OF NORTH POLE PHOf'C NO. : 907 488 3002 Dec. 09 1996 09:48AM PI

By: MtyorCunmnghun
lmroduM«f/r»l>Ied: • September 3,1996 

Adopted: October 7,1996

CITY OF NORTH POLE *

R E S O L U T IO N  96-10

A  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NORTH POLE SUPPORTING THE DENALI RAILWAY SYSTEM

WHEREAS, the increasing demand for access to Denaii National Park and Preserve ^aunot 
continue being m et by the existing Denali Road, and .

• * .. .. . AtUO1**'* *  » !* •*.
WHEREAS, dedicating a few hundred acres o f the aLXwruilibn acre paA  for use by the people
will not degrade die Park; and will provide for the enjoyment and education o f  many, and

•*'  1 * -  ' • • ' ?. • .  . . .  . . .
.  . - I  • .

WHEREAS, Kantishna Holdings Inc. has proposed the Denali Railway System Project -  an 
environmentally sound, sensible, innovative, and unique tourism railroad between Healy and 
Kantishna to provide access to the Park; and

” • . . I  v  •'T. — . . .  .......... - s .  r . „ .
: . , . r. 'vfe!*'’: # . r- • -• # ^  • •*>'•••*<&__j j I.i . . .  . . * •  •

WHEREAS, the Denali Railway. System Project is a  visitor transportation infhtstruccurc with die 
promise o f  ̂ ex ten d e d , year-roahd'visitor season; and . ............

WHEREAS, the Project will create more than 500 permanent jobs for Alaskans.

NOW  THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED by the City Council o f  the City o f  North Pole that-

Wc give full support to tfae: acation  o f  a railway utility corridor as proposed by Kantishna 
Holdings, Inc., as an appropriate, environmentally sound and sensible means o f  access to the 
Park to better serve the visitors o f  our great State o f  At .ska.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY A DULY CONSTITUTED QUORUM OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH POLE, ALASKA THIS 7th DAY OF OCTOBER, 
1996. . ‘" • • s

' . » •• * 'j >.
' ■ $  r \  
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L za.
Y O RLU TEM . CUNNINGHAM

j LATTEST:
.■*’V  , **V.\ < ^N A S T O V A R S K Y

% . ' CITY CLERK



B y :  S .  S t e r l i n g  

A m e n d e d :  6 / 4 / 9 6

A d o p t e d :  6 / 4 / 9 6

M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H  

R E S O L U T I O N  S E R I A L  N O .  9 6 - 0 2 7 ( A M )

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H  A S S E M B L Y  I N  S U P P O R T  

O F  T H E  C R E A T I O N  O F  A  N O R T H E R N  R A I L R O A D  R I G H T - O F - W A Y  T O  W O N D E R  L A K E  

A N D  F O R  T H E  B U I L D I N G  O F  T H E  D E N A L I  R A I L W A Y  S Y S T E M  T O  S E R V I C E  D E N A L I  

N A T I O N A L  P A R K . _______________________

W H E R E A S ,  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  ( D e n a l i )  i s  t h e  t o p  v i s i t o r

d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  a  c r i t i c a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  A l a s k a

v i s i t o r / t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  a n d  a c c e s s  i n t o  D e n a l i  i s  e x t r e m e l y  

r e s t r i c t e d  d u e  t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a r k  r o a d  i s  a t  i t s  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  

a n d  i s  c r e a t i n g  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t s  o n  t h e  w i l d l i f e  a n d  t h e

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o b l e m s  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  a  

b o t t l e n e c k  i n  t h e  v i s i t o r / t o u r i s m  d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d
4

a c c e s s  p r o b l e m s  f o r  p a r k  i n h o l d e r s ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  n o  n e w  r o a d  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  D e n a l i  i s  

b e i n g  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S y s t e m  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ' s

D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,  1 9 9 5 ,  r e s o l u t i o n  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  " D e n a i i  T a s k  F o r c e
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R e p o r t "  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e n d o r s e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  n e w  n o r t h e r n  

r a i l r o a d  r o u t e  t o  W o n d e r  L a k e ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  K a n t i s h n a  H o l d i n g s ,  I n c . ,  h a s  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  t o  c r e a t e  a  n e w  n o r t h e r n  r a i l r o a d  r i g h t -  

o f - w a y  t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  W o n d e r  L a k e  a n d  p r o p o s e d  t o  b u i l d  t h e  D e n a l i  

R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  t o  e n s u r e  l o n g - t e r m  r e s o u r c e  p r o t e c t i o n  a t  D e n a l i ,  

a s  w e l l  a s ,  t o  p r o v i d e  e f f i c i e n t  y e a r - r o u n d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  

o f  t h e  p a r k  f o r  i n h o i d e r s  a n d  t h e  N P S ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  v i s i t o r / t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a  w i l l  b e  e n h a n c e d  b y  t h e  y e a r - r o u n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  

R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  a n d  a i l  o f  A l a s k a ' s  " R a i l b e l t , "  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  

t h e  p e r m a n e n t  j o b s  a n d  o t h e r  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  i s  a n  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  . s o u n d  a n d  s e n s i b l e  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h a t  w i l l  c o m m i t  

s u b s t a n t i a l  p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  p e r m a n e n t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  

i n  A l a s k a ' s  r a i l b e l t  r e g i o n  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  o v e r  5 0 0  n e w  j o b s  

i n  A l a s k a ' s  e c o n o m y ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  w i l l  n o t  c o m p e t e  w i t h  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  D e n a l i  s o u t h s i d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n ;  a n d ,
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W H E R E A S  , t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h ,  t h e  

F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  N e n a n a ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  

S e w a r d ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  F e d e r a l  A r e a s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  

V i s i t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  C h e  F a i r b a n k s  B u i l d i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  T r a d e s  

C o u n c i l  A F L - C I O ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t o r s  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  

m a n y  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  e n d o r s e d  a  n e w  

n o r t h e r n  r a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  o r  t h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  s y s t e m .

N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D ,  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  

s t r o n g l y  e n d o r s e s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  n e w  n o r t h e r n  r a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f -  

w a y  t o  W o n d e r  L a k e  a n d  K a n t i s h n a  H o l d i n g s ,  I n c ' s ,  p r o p o s a l  t o  

c o n s t r u c t  a n d  o p e r a t e  c h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m  w i t h i n  D e n a l i  

N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r a i l -  

b a s e d  v i s i t o r  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h .

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  

e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

P a r k  S e r v i c e  t o  c r e a t e  a  r a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  t o  W o n d e r  L a k e  

i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  S y s t e m .  T h e  

M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  h i s  c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  

g i v e  t h e i r  f u l l e s t  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  R a i l w a y  

S y s t e m .
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ADOPTED by Che Matanuska-Susicna Borough Assembly chis 4Ch,

d a y  o f  J u n e ,  1 9 9 6

A T T E S T :

S A N D R A  A .  D I L L O N ,  B o r o u g h  C l e r k  

( S E A L )

B A R B A R A  L A C H E R ,  3 o r o u g h  M a y o r

M A T A N U S X A o U S I T N a  B O R O U G H

THIS ^ j TC CERTIFY thar fhN v? — 
exact duplicate of -he vccc.-u on ni.- •. 
the B a r o u g i }  Q a r k ’.i O f f i o a .

C ^ 7 / i t .
1

M S B  R e s o i u c i o n  S e r i a l  N o .  9 6 - 0 - 2 7  ( A M )

A M  N o .  9 6 - 1 1 3
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t A  R E S O L U T I O N  96-08 f~

In su p p o r t  o f K a n tish n a  H o ld in g s  Ln c 's . Pr o p o sa l  F or 
T h e  C r ea tio n  O f A N o r t h e r n  R ailroad  R ig h t -O f-W a y  T o W onder  L a k e

AND FOR TH E B U ILD IN G  OF T H E  D E N A L I R A IL W A Y  S Y S T E M  TO SERVICE
D en a li Na tio n a l  P a r k

W H E R E A S , Denaii N ational Park (Denali) is the top visitor destination in A laska and a 
critical elem ent in the Alaska V isito r/T ourism  Industry and access into Denali is extremely 
restricted due to the lim ited existing transportation infrastructure, and

W H E R E A S , the existing park road in D enali is at its carry ing  capacity and is creating 
adverse im pacts on the environm ent, creates m anagem ent problem s for the N ational Park 
Service, a  bottleneck in the visitor /  tourism delivery system  o f A laska, access problem s for 
park inholders and that no new road access to the interior o f D enali is being proposed by 
the State or Federal G overnm ent, and

• W H E R E A S , the N ational Park System A dvisory B oard’s D ecem ber 14, 1994 Resolution 
accepting the "Denali Task Force Report" endorsed the creation o f a new northern railroad 
route to W onder Lake, and

W H E R E A S , K antishna H oldings Inc., has proposed  the D enaii Railw ay System  to 
provide year-round access to the interior o f D enali and has petitioned the Secretary of the 
Interior to create a new northern railroad right-of-w ay to the area o f W onder Lake on which 
to build it, and

. W H E R E A S . The A laska Legislature, the D enali Borough, the A laska State Com m ission 
on Federal Areas, the A laska Visitors A ssociation, the Fairbanks Building &  Construction 
Trades Council AFL-CIO, the Associated G eneral C ontractors o f Alaska, the A laska State 
C ham ber o f Comm erce and many other organizations and individuals have endorsed a new 
northern railroad right-of-w ay and Kantishna H oldings Inc’s, proposal, and

W H E R E A S , The D enali Railw ay System  is an env ironm enta lly  sound and sensib le  
developm ent that will result in a substantial financial investm ent in perm anent infrastructure 
in A laska and the creation o f hundreds of new jobs in A laska’s econom y, and

W H E R E A S , the City o f N enana has plans to expand the v isitor /  tourism infrastructure in 
A laska and will benefit from  the developm ent o f  new  infrastructure created by the Denali 
Railway System , and

W H E R E A S , the City o f N enana and all o f the A laska 's  “ R ailbelt"  will benefit from  the 
perm anent jobs and other econom ic activity created by the construction and operation o f the 
Denali Railway System.

N O W , T H E R E F O R E , B E  IT  R E S O L V E D , the C ity  o f N enana strongly  endorses the 
creation o f  a  new  northern railroad right-of-w ay to W onder Lake and  K antishna H oldings Inc’s, 
proposal to construct and operate the Denali Railway System  within D enali National Park.

BE IT  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D , the City o f N enana encourages the Secretary o f the In terior 
to act upon this proposal im m ediately  and asks the N ational Park  Service, the State o f  A laska, 
through its G overnor, Legislature and Commissioners to give their fullest support to the creation o f 
the Denali Railw ay System  as proposed jjy Kantishna H oldings Inc.
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A l a s k a  V i s i t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

3 2 0 1  C S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  4 0 3  • A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3
Tel: (907) 561-5733 • Fax: (907) 561-5727

May 11. 1994

Joe Fields 
- Kantishna Group, Inc.

P .O . Box 71047 
Fairbanks. .AK 99707

Dear M r, Fieias:

The Alaska Visitors A ssociation (AVA) Board o f D irectors supports the Kantishna 
G roup 's pursuit o f  a right-of-way to construct a railroad into Kantishna. W e 
believe this venture would not only provide a qualicy visitor experience, but also 
help accommodate the need for increased access into D enali National Park. In 
light o f projected visitor grow th, it is becom ing m ore and m ore im portant to find 
environm entally acceptable and econom ically feasible ways to allow greater 
visitation into D enali.

In recent years, the A VA  board has adopted a resolution encouraging the State o f 
Alaska to acquire a right-of-w ay into K antishna. A transportation co rrido r o f  this 
type would be ideal for either rail or road developm ent. A rail , how ever, would 
m ost likely represent the most environm entally sensible alternative to transporting 
large numbers o f visitors into Denali and Kantishna.

W e wish fo u  good luck with your endeavors. If you need further clarification, 
please don' t  hesitate to call m yself at 279-0001, or the A V A  office at 561-5733.

Sincerely,

rv-> iOcP '■i'hj,

Tim  W orthen
AVA Park Access Com m ittee Chair



R ESO LU TIO N

A RESOLUTIO N BY TH E FAIRBANKS CONVENTION AND V ISIT O R S  BUREAU IN
SU P P O R T  O F T H E  C R E A T IO N  O F A N O R T H E R N  A C C E SS  R O U T E  T O  DENALI
N A T IO N A L  PA R K  AND R E SER V E.

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is one o f the top visitor destinations in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is a critical element in the Alaska Visitor Industry throughout the State 
and Fairbanks; and

WHEREAS, the current linuts on access into Denali National Park restrict many visitors and residents from 
entering the Park; and

WHEREAS, the existing park road in Denali National Park is at capacity and has become a bottleneck in 
the visitor/tourism delivery system for park in-holders; and

WHEREAS, no new road access to the interior o f Denali National Park is being proposed by the state or 
federal government; and

WHEREAS, a northern access will provide feasible access for park visitors; and

WHEREAS, a northern access route will create new wildlife viewing and recreational opportunities for 
visitors to Denali National Park; and

W HEREAS, a nonhem access route within the Denali National Park will be on National Park Service 
managed lands, not private lands; and

WHEREAS, a northern access route to the interior of Denali National Park will allow for more visitors into 
the park with little impact on the natural surroundings o f the park’s interior; and

WHEREAS, a northern access route will provide for the long term needs o f  the visitor/tourism industry 
for increased access to the interior o f  Denali National Park and provide for the needs o f the handicapped and

NOW THEREFORE'BE IT RESOLVED: that the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau supports 
the creation o f  a northern access route into the interior of Denali National Park.

BE IT FURTHER PESOLVED: that the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau encourages the 
National Park Service at Denali National Park a id  all its levels, the State o f Alaska, its Governor, Legislature, and 
National Delegation to give full support to the creation of a northern access route as an appropriate and sensible

elderly.



T H E  F O L L O W IN G  D O C U M E N T ( S )  

H A V E  B E E N  R E F IL M E D  T O  

A S S U R E  L E G IB IL IT Y  O R  P A G IN A T IO N

R ev . 6/98

Central Microfilm Services 
Departcment o f Education 
State o f Alaska



R E S O L U T IO N

A RESOLUTIO N BY TH E FAIRBANKS CONVENTION AND V IS IT O R S  BUREAU IN
S U P P O R T  O F T H E  C R E A T IO N  O F A N O R T H E R N  A C C ESS R O U T E  TO  D ENALI
N A T IO N A L  PA R K  AND R ESER V E.

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is one o f the top visitor destinations in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is a critical element in the Alaska Visitor Industry throughout the State 
and Fairbanks; and

WHEREAS, the current limits on access into Denali National Park restrict many visitors and residents from 
entering the Park; and

WHEREAS, the existing park road in Denali National Park is at capacity and has become a bottleneck in 
the visitor/tourism delivery system for park in-holders; and

WHEREAS, no new road access to the interior o f Denali National Park is being proposed by the state or 
federal government; and

W HEREAS, a northern access will provide feasible access for park visitors; and

W HEREAS, a northern access route will create new wildlife viewing and recreational opportunities for 
visitors to Denali National Park; and

W HEREAS, a northern access rouie within the Denali National Park will be on National Park Service 
managed lands, not private lands; and

WHEREAS, a northern access route to the interior of Denali National Park will allow for more visitors into 
the park with little impact on the natural surroundings o f the park’s interior; and

WTIEREAS, a northern access route will p roude for the long term needs o f  the visitor/tourism industry 
for increased access to the interior o f Denali National Park and provide for the needs o f the handicapped and 
elderly.

NOW THEREFORE 13E IT RESOLVED: ihat the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau supports 
the creation o f  a nonhem  access route into the interior o f Denali National Park.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau encourages the 
National Park Service at Denali National Park and all its level", the State o f Alaska, its Governor, Legislature, and 
National Delegation to give full support to the creation o f a northern access route as an appropriate and sensible 
means o f  access to the Park to/better serve the visitor/tourism industry and residents o f  the State.

i ly / l ,  1996 by the Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau Board o f Directors.

r
L -^A m al& ng

Peggjflflflart 
Chair Elect

'I M A •by.

Treasurer
M att Atkinson 
Secretary



A Resolution of the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau 
in Endorsement of the Concept for 

Creation of a Northern Railroad Right-of-Way 
to Wonder Lake and the 

Building of the Denali Railway System

A C V B  R E S O L U T IO N

WHEREAS, Denali National Park is the premier visitor destination 
in Alaska and access into Denali is extremely restricted due to the 
limited ex istin g  transportation infrastructure of the Park; and

WHEREAS, the Denali Railway System will create new year-round  
access from the north side of the Park to the Kantishna/Wonaer Lake 
area; and

WHEREAS, no new road access into the interior of Denali is now 
being proposed by the St"1.te or Federal governments; and

WHEREAS, the Denaii Railway System will be privately funded 
and will not compete with the publicly-funded Denali Southside 
Development Plan; and

WHEREAS, all of Alaska will be enhanced by the year-round  
operation of the Denali Railway System, especially Alaska's 
"Railbelt," including the Municipality of Anchorage - The Gateway to 
Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the National Park System Advisory Board's December 
14, 1994 Resolution accepting the "Denali Task Force Report"
specifically endoi .ed the creation of a new modern railroad route to 
Wonder Lake.

/
NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Board of Directors on this 5th day of October, 199S, resolves:

1. ACVB endorses the concept of the development of the Denaii 
Railway System, and requests the Secretary of the Interior 
to create a railroad right-of-w ay suitable for such  
development within the Denali National Park and P reserve.

2. ACVB encourages the Governor of Alaska, his Commissioners 
and sta ff, and the Alaska Legislature to give their fullest 
support to the creation of the Denali Railway System.

3. ACVB will c mtinue to endorse this project based upon the 
current proposal, presented as the "Denali Railway System."

d£r
C h a i r m a n  P r e s i d e n t  & C E O
Max Lowe Bill Elanddr

A N C H O R A G E
Convention 6* Visitors Bureau

524 W. Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage. AIaiLa 
9 9 5 0 1 - 2 2 1 2

9 0 7- 276 - 4  1 1 8 
F.x 907-278-5559 
e:m*ll;«cvl)@ei.ilf..net
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A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s

D e n a l i  r a i l r o a d
T H E  P R O P O S A L  for a  privately built and operated railroad 

system within Denali N ational P ark  received another boost the 
other day with the M atanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly’s unani­
mous endorsem ent.

The proposed rail line on the north  side of Denali Park  would link 
the Healy area, off the Parks Highway, and the Wonder Lake-Kan- 
tishna retnon in the center of the park.
According to a resolution passed by the 
Assembly, the rail line would not com­
pete with the proposed southside de­
velopment on Denali S tate  P ark  land.

"The proposed Denali Railway sys­
tem is an environm entally sound and 
sensible undertaking th a t will commit 
substantial private capital investm ent 
in perm anent infrastructure in A las­
ka’s railbelt region and the creation of 
over 500 new jobs," the Assembly said.
It called on Gov. Tbny Knowles and  the 
Legislature to give their full support to 
the project and for the secretary of Inte­
rior to act quickly to create a railroad 
right-of-way within the park.

A special federal-state task  force last year identified the proposed 
system as a preferred alternative to a  new road within the park. The 
task  force also endorsed development of a destination site on the 
south side of the m ountain, which would include a visitors center on 
state park  land west of Talkeetna. in the Petersville Creek area.

In years past, business and  civic in terests on the park’s north side 
and those on the south have competed strongly to win an  advantage 
in such hoped-for tourist-dollar enhancem ents as a new road, hotel 
or visitor center. The competition has played into the hands of an ti­
development forces th a t have used the squabbles to block all the pro­
posals. As a consequence, no project has gone forward.

In light of the past differences, it’s encouraging now to see the 
M atanuska-Susitna Assembly support a project im portant to Interi­
or Alaska. The more th a t A laska communities stand together like 
this, the better the chances are th a t the  sta te  may finally see 
progress in building new  roads, new visitor destination centers and 
perhaps a new railroad link into Denali National Park.

For the record, in addition to support from the M atanuska-Susit­
na Borough Assembly, the  Denali Railway project, has received en­
dorsem ents from the F airbanks N orth S ta r Borough and the Denali 
Borough, as well as the cities of Seward. N enana and Fairbanks.

It would be appropriate for the Assembly to add Anchorages 
nam e to the list of supporters.

c i v i c  i n t e r e s t s  o n  

th e  p a r k ’s n o r t h  

s i d e  a n d  t h o s e  o n  

th e  s o u t h  h a v e  c o m ­

p e t e d  s t r o n g l y  . . . .  

T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

h a s  p l a y e d  in t o  th e  

h a n d s  o f  a n t i - d e v e l ­

o p m e n t  f o r c e s . . .



C i t i z e n s '  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  

o n  F e d e r a l  A r e a s

D ecem ber 7, 1995

3700 Aifoort Wav 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99709- 

1907) 451-2775 
Fax: 451-2761

1699

M r. Joseph N . F ields III 
C hairm an &  President 
K antishna H oldings Inc.
P .O . Box 71047 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

D ear M r. Fields:

This le tte r serves as formal notification o f the C itizens’ A dvisory Com m ission on Federal Areas 
endorsem ent o f  the Kantishna Holdings, Inc. proposed D enali Railway System Project. At its 
N ovem ber 15, 1995 meeting in Anchorage, the Com m ission voted unanimously to endorse the 
proposed railw ay project. In addition to specifically  supporting the proposed D enali Railway 
System , the m otion adopted by the Com m ission also expressed support for the general concept 
o f  a  northern  access route into Denali N ational P a rk  & Preserve.

In recen t years it has becom e clear that the grow ing v isitor dem and for access to D enali N ational 
P ark  &  P reserve  cannot be met by the existing p a rk  road and associated facilities. T he latest 
effort to m eet this increasing demand by providing v isito r facilities and interpretive sites outside 
park  boundaries as proposed in the D enali Southside D evelopm ent Concept Plan will no doubt 
relieve som e o f the oressure. However, the C om m ission believes that demand for visitor access 
to the p ark  itse lf u ,11 continue to exceed the capacity  o f  the road by an ever increasing margin. 
The D enali R ailw ay System proposal, by providing an alternative means to travel into W onder 
Lake, as w ell as a range o f visitor facilities, w ould serve to m eet much o f  the increasing visitor 
dem and.

It is ou r understanding that the proposed railw ay system  also w ould provide year round access 
for p riva te  property  owners within the park. T he  Com m ission is fam iliar with numerous past 
problem s experienced by park  inholders in attem pting to secure access to their properties by way 
o f the existing p ark  road. W e have always fully supported the rights o f  private property owners 
to adequate and feasible access to their property  "for econom ic and other purposes," as 
guaranteed by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (A NILCA).

The C om m ission is also aw are o f  the opposition to developm ent o f  tourism  facilities on private 
properties w ithin the Kantishna area o f  the park . M uch o f  this opposition is based upon 
concerns about the ability o f  the existing park  road to meet the increased traffic levels which


