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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
During .Session: 

S tate  C ap ito l 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182 

(907)465-3 424 

Fax (907)465-3 793

Com m ittees: 

Transportation, C h airm an  

Resources 

Econom ic D evelopm ent 

Rules

In Ketchikan:
50 Front Street, Su ite 7.03 

K etchikan, A K  99901 

(907) 247-4672 

Fax (907) 225-7157

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  6 7  
A I R  F L I G H T S  R U S S I A N  F A R  E A S T

H J R  6 7  u r g e s  t h e  U .S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  n e g o t i a t e  
r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  b i l a t e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  
s t o p o v e r  i n  A n c h o r a g e  f o r  t r a n s p a c i f i c  f l i g h t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  R u s s i a n  
F a r  E a s t  a n d  t h e  U .S .  T h e  c u r r e n t  b i l a t e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  i s  d u e  t o  
e x p i r e  i n  M a y  o f  1 9 9 8 .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c o n t i n u e  m a n d a t o r y  s t o p o v e r s  o f  R u s s i a n  a i r  
c a r r i e r s  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  A n c h o r a g e  a s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
g a t e w a y  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  F a r  E a s t .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c lo s e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  t i e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  p e o p le  
o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  F a r  E a s t ,  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  m a n y  R u s s i a n  c i t i e s  a n d  t e r r i t o r i e s  
t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e i r  t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o  a  m a r k e t - b a s e d  e c o n o m y .  
D i s c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  A l a s k a n  a i r  s e r v i c e  w o u l d  s e v e r e l y  
h a m p e r  t h e s e  e f f o r t s .

F u r t h e r ,  a b s e n t  t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  A n c h o r a g e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  
c o u l d  s e e  a d d i t i o n a l  d e c l i n e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r  t r a f f i c  a n d  l o c a l  
j o b s .

I n  s h o r t ,  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  m a n d a t o r y  R u s s ia n  s t o p o v e r s  i n  
A n c h o r a g e  i s  g o o d  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  g o o d  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  
e c o n o m ie s  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  F a r  E a s t .  T o  t h a t  e n d ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  s w i f t  
p a s s a g e  o f  H J R  6 7 .

H ydcr • K etchikan • Meyer?. C h u ck  • Saxtnan 

Represent,itive_Rill_W ilham s® leqiii.st.ite ..ik.in



Impact of Eliminating Mandatory Russian airlines’ stopover in Anchorage on Anchorage 
International Airport:

Jobs: Aerofiot/Alaska Air and support: 10*15 jobs 
Indirect jobs: 3-5 jobs

Rates and fees and Duty Free revenues
to Airport (Aeroflot and Alaska Airlines): see attached sheet

Flights affected:
Loss of 3-4 weekly flights between ANC and Russia, replaced by non-stop flights 

from Seattle or elsewhere in the Lower 48.
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Sheet l

Aeroflot/Alaska Airlines R ussian Traffic FY93-97
Aeronot Aeroflot AS AS 

% of Total
Total Inti Pax

Actual % of Total Actual Actuals
FYM
Pax Aircraft Landings 4T 20* 51

'  3.28
) 29b 2,20

Enplanements S.54L 19* 11* 29,551
Deptenemonts 5.51 < 21* 2,74,2 10* 26.161
Transit Pax 27,34! 7* i , 2 i ; 0* 390,54;

iEnplaned Cargo (#) 267,764 2* 41,78' 0*
i o*

17,267,021
Doplanod Cvgo I 109,644 0*

jin
,csi

!
, 

= 
i

51,940,032
transit Cargo 1 081.675 0% 0* 982,647,20£
Airport rates & foot S 379,353 J  35,157
Airport % duty free J  126,275 $ 17,253 S 1,615,019

FYB4
Pax Aircraft Landings 561 26% 67 3% 2,198 •

Enplanements 6,206 22% 5.043 16% 27.65C
Deptonements 6,330 22% 4,692 17% 28,147
Transit Pax 32,566 9% 1,876 1% 348.507
Enplaned Cargo (8) 2,078,495 9% 4.370 0% 23,431,803
Doptaned Cargo 148.260 0% 20 0% 62,645,564
Transit Cargo 2.315,978 0% 0 0% 1,235,314,824
Airport rates 5 fees S 436,713 I S 43.579
Airport % duly free J 131,625 * 23.52S 5 1,280.424

IFY98 L  .
Pax Aircraft Landings 403 18% 74 3% 2,290
Enplanements 3.306 13% 5,595 22% 25,905
Deptanements 3,553 12% 5.852 20% 29,292
Transit Pax 13,372 3% 2.986 1% 408,039

Enplaned Cargo 1,819,391 6% 0 0% 30,181,051

Deplaned Cargo 54,380 ......... ? * 0 0% 81,758,568

Transit C arg o 506,258 0%---  1 0 0% 1.580,285.908 —
Airport rates & fees 

Airport %  duty free S "  43201
------------ --------------- j

| 5 ~  22,225
• —

T ”  1,1257406
—  ... .

|
1

FYW
P ax Aircraft Landings 399 15% 67 3% 2,605

Enpianemonts 2.739 6%| 6.081 10% 33,133

Deplanem ents | 2,962 9 V 0,228 18% 33.825

Transit Pax 16,479 3 % r 3.611 1% 507,164

Enplaned Cargo 2,015,026 6% 0 0% 32,751,444

Deplaned Cargo 60,674 0% 0 0% 85.092.296

Transit C arg o 622,083 0% 0 0% 2,068,010,451

Airport rates 4  fees 5 323,894 $ 55,784

Airport %  duty fre e ______________... $___  47,488 -------- S_ 23,939 ------- $ _ _____  1,337,100 --------
F Y  97

Pax Aircraft Landings 318, 9% 64 2% 3.389

Enplanements 2,10Q| 6% 6,267 17% 37,797

Deplanem ents r w 5% 6,752 17% 40,128

Transit P ax 15,681 2% 4,273 1% 635,310

Enplaned Cargo ’ 384,040 1% 0 0% 34,889,347

Deplaned Cargo 68,428 0% 0 0% 76.149,730

Transit C arg o | 485,951 0% 0 0% 2,043,262,463

Airport rates 8  Tees $ 272,561 j S 53 256

Airport %  duty free $ 61,906 | $ 36.679 * 2.341.582
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Sheet 1

Aeroflot/A laska Airlines R u ssian  Traffic FY93-97 A nnual A verage
FY9J-97 Annual Averages

1 - * L________
Pax Aircraft landings 425 17% 3%h . 2.538 !_________
Enplamsmcnts 3,960 13% 5,253 17% 30.808
Deptanements 4.060 13% 5,253 17% 31,512
Transit Pax 2T.066I 5% 2,792 1% 458,076

37,716,134Enplaned Cargo 1,313.044 5% 9.231 
" 663

0%
Deplaned Cargo 86,279 0% 0% 71,917,240
Trane H Cargo___ _______
Airport rates & fees _
Airport % duty froo

976.790 
$ '347,238 
S ' 62.135

_____0% 596
S 47,296 
S "27,997

0% ___ 1,581,904,170 ---- ---------
------ ------ — •- - ■ ■ ■ • *
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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

TO: Deborah B. Sedwick DATE: Monday, April 13. 1998
Commissioner

THRU: Priscilla W o h K ^ * 5 TELEPHONE NO: 269-6118
Trade ProgrimManagef - — —

FROM: Patricia E c k e if '^ ’-'"^ SUBJECT: Retenlion of the Mandatory
Trade S p ec ia lis t^  Anchorage Stopover forRussian Air Gamers

Peter Eckland of the House Transportation Committee called last week to request background on the U.S /Russia aviation talks scheduled for this month. Ha was specifically interested in the retention of the mandatory Anchorage stopover for Russian Air Carriers. The Alaska House of Representatives is considering a resolution to urge support of the retention. This memo covers what we have discussed in the past and will serve as a response to Mr. Eckland.
The U.S JRussia aviation talks in Washington, D.C. this month will focus on several issues, 
prime among them Russia’s dislike for the mandatory Anchorage stopover for Russian air 
earners. Other issues for the U.S. and its carriers are codesharing privileges and new air 
routes that Russia is not currently allowing.

This round of U.SVRussia talks have been ongoing for some time; the November 1997 meeting 
was not regarded as successful and the outlook for conclusion of a new agreement does not 
look good for the this month's session of the talks. Each session of talks has been particularly 
contentious ever since the U.S. and Russia negotiated the first post-g/asoosf aviation 
agreement

The existing requirement for the mandatory Anchorage stopover applies lo all Russian carriers 
operating on Pacific Routes between the Russian Far East (R.F.E) and the United States. The 
U.S. carrier operating regularly scheduled service on this route, Alaska Airlines, already 
operates rts West Coast/Russian Far East flights with on Anchorage stopover.. Alaska Airlines 
operates same plane service up the West Coast to Anchorage and over to the R.F.E. The 
effect of the mandatory stopover is to provide Anchorage with a higher level of service to the 
R.F.E. than might otherwise be expected for a community of this size. The mandatory stopover 
also ensured a level playing field for Alaska Airlines, a carrier that does not currently have long 
range aircraft in its fleet Reeve Aleutian operates service to the R.F.E. that originates In 
Anchorage.

There are many beneficiaries of this mandated Anchorage stopover by Russian air carriers: 1) 
the people of Alaska (more trade and tourism, more frequent service, airport jobs), 2)
Anchorage International Airport (rates and fees), and 3) Airport businesses and service 
providers (ground handlers, fuel providers, duty free operators, crew accommodation providers, 
etc.). Unfortunately, the numbers of arriving and transiting passengers on Russian earners 
have bean decreasing over the past five years. The first flurry of post-glasnost travel appears 
to have receded. AJso. there is a trend that more of the passengers who are traveling choose 
to transit Anchorage to reach Seattle or San Francisco for shopping or business.

In 1993 and again in 1995, the U.S. and Russia held aviation talks. The Alaska Governor’s 
Office. Alaska's Congressional Delegation and Anchorage International Airport actively lobbied 
the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) to retain the mandatory Anchorage



stopover and were successful. The stopover was retained in the agreement.

fn 1997, the Russians put in writing that their number one priority for a new agreement would be 
the removal of the mandatory Anchorage stopover. In September of 1997 I discussed the 
U.S./Russia aviation agreement directly with Assistant Secretary nf IISDOT Charles Hnnniraitt 
who is responsible for international aviation policy recommendations for the United States 
Governor Knowles subsequently wrote USDOT Secretary Slater in October 1997 to bring home 
the message that retention of the mandatory stopover is Alaska's number one priority. The 
Congressional delegation has also delivered to USDOT the message that the mandatory 
stopover is essential for Alaska.

There are U.S. earners who would like the see the mandatory stopover removed so that they 
could enjoy certain air routes and codesharing privileges that Russia Is currently (and unfairly) 
withholding.

To sum up, the bipartisan efforts of the Governor's Office and the Congressional Delegation have proven effective in the past. At the same time, there is mors pressure on USDOT than ever before to remove the mandatory Anchorage stopover, so any additional signal of support is welcome and helpful including the proposed resolution before the Alaska House of Representatives. The Governor's Office and the Congressional Delegation are continuing to play key roles in keeping this important stopover alive.
The general opinion is it will be difficult for the U.S. and Ri issia to reach agreement in this month's round of talks. The talks are likely to continue for at least one more additional round.

Q£
Morton V. Plumb, Director, Anchorage International Airport
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T i t l e :  C o n t i n u e  O p e r a t i o n  o f  M c K in le y  P a r k  A i r s t r ip   B R U : __________________

________________________________________________________________  C o m p o n e n t s : __________________
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R e q u e s t o r :  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ________________________________ S e r i a l # __________________
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OPERATING FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
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Miscellaneous

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL ~aoT
REVENUE ~aoj" ~aoT H o f W "oof •go]

FUNDING: (THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS
General Fund 
Federal Fund 
Other

0.0

0.0

0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
Full-Time
Part-Time
Temporary

0

0

0
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D a t e :  _________________________ 4 / 3 0 / 9 8
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P r e p a r e d  b y :  P e t e r  E c k l u n d ,  S t a f f ___________________________

H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e :
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McKinley Park Airstrip Status April 11,1998
-Tom George, Alaskan Aviation Safety Foundation
Last fall the Alaskan Aviation Safety Foundation learned that the NPS was planning to dose 
the McKinley Park Airstrip.

The dosure is one of the results of a Development Concept Plan/Environmental Impact 
Statement focused on the Frontcountry of Denali National Park, developed over the 1995-96 
time frame.

Closing the airstrip is just one element of the plan to change the Park Entrance area. Other 
changes over a period of years are to dose the Park Hotel, and expand the visitor center 
support etc.

Closure of the airstrip was buried in on© of the a EIS alternatives which induded a gereral 
reduction of facilities. This alternative was not otherwise selected. At the last minute, dosing 
the airstrip apparently moved to the "preferred" alternative reflected in the Record Of Decision 
released in Feb 97.

It is not exactly dear to what extent NPS induded aviation interests in the process, although 
some businesses were induded.

Issues:
Safety of VFR travel through the Windy Pass between Anchorage and Fairbanks.
• Windy Pass is a heavily traveled route between South Central and the Interior
•  Poor weather is often on either end of the pass (Healy, Cantwell).
•  McKinley Park is the only public strip in the mountains (Denali is private). While the Denali 

strip or the highway could be used to land an aircraft in the event of an engine failure, 
having a public airstrip as an alternative to pushing ahead in bad weather is important to 
safety.

•  A u tom ated  w eather is ava ilab le  at Lbe McKinley a irs tro  oroviding pilots som e 
ad van ce  ir.formaticr. to - s e  rc : :'.;gru p a r.r .irc  sr.c op-.-cticnai ae c s ion  makjr.g .

Public access to Denali National Park
• The McKinley Park airstrip allows the public to fly to within walking distance of visitor 

facilities, camping, shuttle bus access.
•  it is used by Alaskans and visitors from across the nation who fly to Alaska.
•  NPS has apparently already moved commercial operations off the strip.
•  The nearest public strip is Healy, which lacks services, and ifequentty experiences bad 

wind conditions.

The NPS current position is that they won't close McKinley Park until a "suitable alternative" 
has been found.

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce and the Fairbanks North Star Borough have 
passed resolutions opposing the plan to close the airstrip. A committee has been formed within 
AASp address this issue. AOPA opposes this closure, and is willing to support an effort to 
keep the airstrip open Alliances with other aviation organizations are being sought to address 
the requirements of a "suitable alternative’ airport as proposed by the Park Service. The AASF 
and Alaska Airmen’s Association are urging their members to write the Park Service 
expressing their opinion on this topic.
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Date Transmitted:

Chamber o f  C o m m e r c e

Transportation Committee 
January 19,1998 
January 26,1998 
January 28,1998
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RESOLUTION 98-0126 

A RESOLUTION BY THE GREATER FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE IN SUPPORT OF KEEPING THE McKlNLEY NATIONAL 
PARK AIRSTRIP OPEN FOR GENERAL AVIATION USE.

WHEREAS. Denali National Park and Preserve (Denali Park) i s  the top visitor 
destination in Alaska and a critical clement in the Alaska v is itO T /to u n sra  in d u s t r y  and a c c e s s  into 
Denali Park is extremely restricted due to the limited existing transportation infostructure; and

WHEREAS, visiting Denali Park is a high priority for many Alaskan citizens and many 
of the Alaskan visitors who fly thdr personal aircraft to Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the McKinley National Park airstrip (McKinley airstrip) has served public 
aviation users since it was constructed in the early 1940's; and

WHEREAS, the McKinley airstrip offers intemodal connections such as access to the
N e t!o ra l  P ark  en trance  x*ea '-v  f ; . \  an d  d irec t ccrr- . a c c e s s  tc the  A la s k a  P a i i r c a c  an d  *hs 
P a rk s  system  of su rface  tra n sp o rta tio n ; and

WHEREAS, the McKinley airstrip as a public airport facility operates well as a multi- 
nodai transfer point, and

WHEREAS, the McKinley airstrip AWOS supplies invaluable weather information to 
pilots traveling through Windy Pass, and the airstrip provides an emergency landing area in 
otherwise forbidding terrain in the event a pilot experiences bad weather conditions, or 
mechanical problems with their aircraft; and

WHEREAS, the closest public alternative, the Healy River Airport, has limited space 
available for transient aircraft, limited transient service facilities, is 10 miles trorn ihe entrance to 
Denali Park, and often experiences severe winds that pose a flying hazard; and

C H A M B E R  BENEFACTORS
I "kdiCMttd C7 hurbtmla1 Ezxvmtx Futmr
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WHEREAS, the D em li Landing Strip is 8 miles south from the entrance to Denali Park, 
operates only as a private airstrip; and is not open for public use; and

WHEREAS, the potential closure o f the McK inley airstnp was not included as part o f 
the proposed alternative m the Entrance Area and Road Comdor Development Concept Plan 
(Frontcountry Plan) during public hearings m 1996, and this action has therefore not received the 
benefit o f proper public scrutiny and review; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department o f Transportation and Public Facilities’ Planning 
Section has determined that closure o f the McK in ley airstrip is not recommended at this time.

N O W , THEREFORE  BE FT RESOLVED  that the Greater Fairbanks Chamber o f 
Commerce urges the National Park Service to reconsider and reverse i t ’s decision to close the 
M cK in ley National Park A irs tr ip  and keep i t  open to citizens and available to fu lf i l l its ’ ve iy 
important function fo r general aviation ami v isitor convenience.

BE IT  FUR THER  RESOLVED  that this resolution be distributed to:

Steve Martin, Superintendent, Denali National Park and Preserve 
Bruce Babbitt, Secretary, U.S. Department o f the Interior 
Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator Frank Muxkowski 
Representative Don Young
The Honorable Tony Knowles, Governor o f the State o f Alaska
Alaska State Legislature
Alaska State Chamber o f Commerce
The Fairbanks Convention and Visitors Bureau
The Alaska A irmen’s Association



By:
In troduced :
A dop ted :

M ike  Y oung  
03/26798 
03/26/98

A  RESO LU T IO N  O PPO S ING  TH E  N A T IO N A L  PARK  S ER V IC E ’S D EC IS IO N  TO  
C LO SE  THE  M C K IN LE Y  PARK  A IR S TR IP

W HEREAS , the  N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ice  (NPS ) has  d e te rm in e d  in th e ir 
c u r re n t F ro n tcoun try  P lan  tha t the  M cK in le y  P a rk  A irs tr ip  s h o u ld  be  c losed ; and

W HEREAS , th e  NPS su g g e s te d  five  a lte rn a tiv e s  in  th e ir  o r ig in a l d ra ft 
p la n  a nd  o n ly  one a lte rn a tiv e  sugge s te d  th a t the  M cK in le y  P a rk  A irs tr ip  be  c lo sed  
(A lte rn a t iv e  C), one a lte rn a tiv e  (A lte rn a tiv e  E) ca lle d  fo r e xp a n s io n  o f th e  c u rre n t 
a irs tr ip  a nd  A lte rn a tive s  A  and 8 m a in ta in e d  the  ex is tin g  a irs tr ip ; and

W HEREAS , the  NPS a lso  d e te rm in e d  in th is p la n  th a t th e  M cK in le y  P a rk  
A irs tr ip  w ill rem a in open un til s u ita b le  a lte rn a tiv e s  becom e a va ila b le ; and

W HEREAS. F a irb an ks  re s id e n ts  and p ilo ts  use  the  M cK in le y  P a rk  A irs tr ip  
fc r  im m ed ia te  access to  D ena li N a tio na l Park; and

W HEREAS , trie o trie r tw o  a irs tr ip s  in the  a rea  a re  no t as  c o n v e n ie n t o r as 
a c c e s s ib le  to Dena li N a tio na l P a rk  a nd  do n o t q ua lify  as su ita b le  a lte rn a tiv e s ; th e  H ea ly  
A irp o r t is lo ca ted  a p p ro x im a te ^  10  m. es aw ay  and is ow ned by the  S ta te  o f A la ska ; the  
D en a li P riva te  A irs tr ip  is ow ned  p r iv a te ly  a n d  is a lso  app ro x im a te ly  10  m ile s  away; and

W HEREAS, the NPS ow ns th e  M cK in le y  P a rk A irs tr ip  and  it w o u ld  a pp e a r 
to  b e  m o re  econom ica l to  con tin ue  o pe ra tio n s  th e re  than to c lo se  the  a irs tr ip  a n d  pay to 
u se  e ith e r the D e ra li P riva te  A irs tr ip  o r tine H ea ly  A irpo rt, and

W HEREAS , the  NPS needs  b o th  w hee l-p lane  and  sk i-p lane a cce ss  fo r its 
o p e ra tio n s  and ne ith e r the  H ea ly  A irp o rt o r  the  D ena li P riva te  A irs tr ip  c u rre n tly  a llow  
a cce s s  fo r p lanes to land  on snow; in the  w in te r the  NPS flie s  P ip e r C ubs  w h ic h  on ly  
h ave  sk is  and need snow  access to land; a nd  cu rre n tly  these  p lane s  a re  a b le  to land  at 
the  M cK in le y  Park A irstrip.

RESOLUTION NO. 98-023



NOW , THEREFO RE , BE IT R E S O LV ED  th a t the  F a irb a n k s  N o rth  S ta r 
B o ro u gh  A ssem b ly  o p p o se s  the  c lo s u re  o f th e  M cK in le y  P a rk  A irs tr ip  a nd  re q u e s ts  th e  
NPS  to  e ith e r keep  the  a irs tr ip  o pen  in d e fin ite ly  o r b u ild .a n o th e r a irs tr ip  w ith in  the  Park, 
w r.icn w o u ld  a llow  p ilo ts  a r d  o th e r v is ito rs  c lo s e r a cce ss  to e x is tin g  Park fa c ilitie s .

PASSED  AN D  A PPR O VED  TH IS  26TH  D AY  OF M ARCH , 1998 .

H an k  B a rto s  
P re s id in g  O ffic e r

ATTEST:

M ona L isa  D rexler, CMC/AAE 
M un ic ip a l B o rough C le rk

Ayes: LaSota , Sattley , So lie , S ona frank , P rax , W ebb . Young , M cBride, B a rto s
N oes: None

RESOLUTION NO. 98-023
Page 2 of 2
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National Park Service 
Briefing Statement
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October 7, 1997

Region/Park: Alaska Region/Denaii National Park and Preserve 

Project/Issue: Cosing McKinley Park Airstrip

Background: The McKinley Park Airstrip was constructed with National Park Service 
funds. It is owned by the U.S. Government and is maintained by Denali National Park 
staff. The Entrance Area and Road Corridor Development Concept Plan (Frontcountry 
Plan), for which the record of decision was signed in February 1997, calls for dosing the 
park airstrip to provide for potential expansion of the railroad depot and also to reduce the 
overall level of resource impacts in the entrance area. The possibility of closing the 
airstrip was discussed during public scoping for the plan in summer and fall 1995, and it 
was part of one alternative of the draft ptan that was available for public review from June 
21 through August 19. 1996. Public meetings were also held at various locations 
throughout Alaska between August 5 and 14, 1996 Only a small percentage of public 
comments addressed the airstrip. Several substantive comments were received on the 
overall level of resource impacts in the entrance area, raising the issue of using the airstrip 
location for other functions or rehabilitating the area after removal.

Current S t a t u s :  T h e  N av .:r .a l p a 'k  S e r r r e  :s rs'trsJs.z to  phase o u t u se  c :  the McKirJ 7 
Park airstrip as other options for air access to the park are identified. The Healy Airport 
and the Denali Private .Airstrip are both within 10 air miles and are being considered for 
future NPS operations. The Heajy Airport is paved and is available for commercial use and 
general aviation. The D:nali Private Airstrip is used mainly for Sightseeing operations but 
is also available for emergency use, and at 5000 feet it is substantially longer than either of 
the other two in the area

The McKinley Park airstrip will remain open for NPS and general aviation use until 
suitable alternatives become available. Flightsecing operations aie no longer based at the 
airstrip and remaining commercial use will be phased out in the next two years in keeping 
'with the direction in the frontcountry plan. Suitable alternatives for Qightseeing and 
commercial use are currently available at the Healy and Denali Private airstrips.

Service Position: The NPS believes that the Frontcountry Plan provides for an even 
better visitor experience, increased visitor access, and improved resource protection, and 
the park 15 working to implement the highest priority items, inducing airstrip closure. 
Because of concerns that have been raised, the NPS is also working to ensure that



acceptable alternatives exist fo r those visitors w ishing to travel to Denali N a tiona l Park bv 
aircraft.

Position of Other Interested Parties: During August and September 1997, the park 
received approximately 15-20 comments by telephone and letter* ppcsing closure of the 
McKinley Park Airstrip. The primary issues raised have been that the airstrip is needed for 
continued access to the park and for an additional margin of safety for private pilots. 
Groups expressing opposition have included the Alaska Air Carriers Association, the 
Alaska Aviation Safety Foundation, and the Alaska Ninety-Nines.
A ijo  rcMri& ji At.r-~-*rLs /Wsotvirwv
Contact: Stephen P. Martin, Superintendent, Denali National Park and Preserve (907)
683-2294
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FA IRBA N KS  IN D U STR IA L  DEVELOPM ENT CO RPO RA T IO N
Airport M arketing ■ 6450 Airport W ay • Fairbanks. A laska 99709 • Phone: (907) 4793700 • Fax: (907) 479-7090 • S IT A : PAIAPXH

M r. R o b e r t  h 'ta n to n
D i r e c to r  o f  N a tio n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e s
N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e r v ic e
1 8 4 9  C  S tr e e t ,  N W
W a s h in g to n ,  D C  2 0 2 4 0

D e a r  M r . S ta n to n ,

I a m  w r i t in g  to  e x p re s s  m y  c o n c e r n  a n d  d is m a y  o v e r  th e  N a tio n a l  P a rk  S e r v ic e 's  d e c is io n  to  
c l o s e  th e  M c K in le y  P a r k  A ir s tr ip .

I o n ly  le a r n e d  o f  th e  a i r s t r ip 's  p o s s ib le  c lo s u re  a s  a ru m o r  la s t A u g u s t .  N o w , h a v in g  r e a d  the 
O c to b e r  7 , 1 9 9 7 , B r ie f in g  S ta te m e n t  b y  P a rk  S u p e r in te n d e n t  M r. S te p h e n  P. M a r tin  ( c o p y  e n c lo s e d ) ,
I s e e  th e  c lo s u r e  w a s  a  " d o n e  d e a l " a s  o f  th e  F e b ru a ry , 1 9 9 7 . s ig n in g  o f  a r e c o r d  o f  d e c is io n .

T h r o u g h  m y  j o b  a n d  p e r s o n a l  in te r e s ts  I k e e p  u p  to  d a te  o n  g e n e r a l  a v ia t io n - r e la te d  is s u e s  in 
A la s k a .  T o  m y  k n o w le d g e  th e  N P S  d id  n o t m a k e  a n y  s u b s ta n t iv e  e f fo r t  to  in fo rm  th e  S ta te 's  a v ia t io n  
c o m m u n i ty  (o r  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b lic )  o f  th e  a i r s t r ip ’s p o s s ib le  e n s u r e  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  y o u r  a g e n c y 's  
s o l i c i t a t io n  o f  p u b l ic  c o m m e n t  o n  th e  F ro n tc o u n try  P la n . T h is  f a i lu re  to  c o m m u n ic a te  to  a f f e c te d  
u s e r s  v ia  a n y  o f  s e v e r a l  r e a d ily  a v a i la b le  m e d ia  (e.g.. d ir e c t  m a il to  l ic e n s e d  A laskan pilots, new s 
r e le a s e s  o .  d i s c .a ;  a d s  .a  m e  F iv e r , th e  A la s k a  A ir m e n 's  A s s o c ia t io n  N e w s le t te r ,  o r  A Q F A
P i lo t , e t c . )  s h o u ld  in  i t s e l f  w a r ra n t  3 r e v ie w  c f  y o u r  d e c is io n .

I n d e e d ,  i f  y o u  h a d  g e n u in e ly  s o l ic i te d  th e  f ly in g  ( a n d  n o n - f ly in g )  p u b l ic ’s  p e r s p e c t iv e  y o u  
w o u ld  h a v e  h e a rd  u n a n im o u s  opposition  to the closing th e  a i r s t r ip .  I do  n o t k n o w  o f  a n y o n e ,  in s id e  
o r  o u t s i d e  th e  a v ia t io n  c o m m u n i ty ,  w h o  s u p p o r ts  th e  a i r s t r ip 's  c lo s u re .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  c lo s in g  th e  c u r r e n t  M c K in le y  P a rk  A ir s tr ip  w o u ld  be. a c c e p ta b le  w h e n  " s u i ta b le  
a l t e r n a t iv e s ,"  a s  n o te d  in  M r. M a r tin 's  B r ie f in g  S ta te m e n t ,  b e c o m e  a v a i la b le .  I f  in d e e d  th e  c u r r e n t  
a i r s t r i p  is  n e e d e d ,  a s  h e  s ta te d ,  " f o r  p o te n t ia l  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t"  [d e s p i te  b e in g  o n  th e  
" w r o n g "  s id e  o f  th e  t r a c k s ] ,  a n e w  N P S -c o n s tr u c te d  r e p la c e m e n t  a i r s t r ip  in  th e  s a m e  im m e d ia te  a re a  
w o u ld  a m p ly  m e e t  a ll g e n e r a l  a v ia t io n  s a fe ty  a n d  a c c e s s  n e e d s .

A  k e y  c r i t e r io n  f o r  a n y  " s u ita b le  a l te r n a t iv e "  is a  r e a s o n a b le  w a lk in g  d is ta n c e  ( a  m i l e  o r  le s s )  
f ro m  th e  a i r s t r i p  to  th e  p a r k  e n t r a n c e  fa c i l i t ie s  a n d  a t t r a c t io n s  ( V is i to r  R e c e p t io n  C e n te r ,  p a r k  h o te l  
a n d  r e s ta u r a n t s ,  n a tu r e  a n d  o th e r  h ik in g  t r a i l s  s u c h  a s  H o r s e s h o e  L a k e  a n d  M t. H e a ly , e tc .) .  O n  a 
p e r s o n a l  n o te ,  o u r  f a m ily  h a s  e n jo y e d  in n u m e ra b le  d a y  t r ip s  b y  a i r  f ro m  F a irb a n k s  to  th e  p a r k  -  in  o u r  
e x p e r ie n c e ,  i t 's  th e  b e s t  w h e e le d  a i r c r a f t - a c c e s s ib le  e x c u r s io n  in  A la s k a ,  a n d  w e  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  s o r ry  
to  lo s e  F ro n tc o u n tr y ' a i r  a c c e s s  to  th e  p a rk .

J a n u a ry  2 1 , 1 9 9 8

A cooperative program with the Fairbanks International A irport
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M r . R o b e r t  S ta n to n  
J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  199S  
P a g e  2  o f  2

In  th is  re g a rd , n e i th e r  th e  H e a ly  n o r  D e n a li  P r iv a te  a i r s t r ip s  q u a l i f y  a s  a " s u i ta b le  
a l t e r n a t iv e "  f o r  g e n e ra l  a v ia t io n  a c c e s s  to  th e  p a rk . T h e  D e n a li  P r iv a te  a i r s t r ip  is  o f f - l im i t s  to  th e  
g e n e r a l  p u b lic ,  a n d  th e  H e a ly  a i r s t r ip  is a b o u t  ten  m ile s  f ro m  th e  p a r k  e n t r a n c e  a n d  th u s  w e ll  b e y o n d  
w a l k i n g  d is ta n c e .

F in a l ly ,  h o w  d o e s  th e  N P S  r e c o n c i le  its  s ta te d  F ro n tc o u n tr y  P la n  o b je c t iv e ,  b y  M r. M a r t in 's  
r e p o r t ,  o f  " in c re a s e d  v is i to r  a c c e s s "  w i th  " w o rk in g  to  im p le m e n t th e  h ig h e s t  p r io r i ty  i te m s , in c lu d in g  
a i r s t r i p  c lo s u re " ?  O b v io u s ly ,  th e  a i r s t r ip 's  c lo s u re  w il l  d e c re a s e ,  n o t  in c r e a s e ,  v i s i to r  a c c e s s .

I t ru s t  y o u  a n d  y o u r  s t a f f  w ill  s e e  f it to  r e c o n s id e r  y o u r  d e c is io n ,  th is  t im e  w ith  m e a n in g fu l  
a v i a t i o n  u s e r  in p u t,  o n  th e  fu tu re  o f  th e  M c K in le y  P a rk  a irs t r ip .

D ave C arlstrom
D ire c to r  o f  A irp o r t  M a rk e t in g

cc : T h e  H o n o ra b le  T e d  S te v e n s ,  U .S . S e n a to r  
T h e  H o n o r a b le  F ra n k  M u rk o w sic i, U .S . S e n a to r  
T h e  H o n o ra b le  D o n  Y o u n g , U .S . C o n g r e s s m a n
T h e  H onorable T ony K now les. G overnor, S tate o f  A laska 
M r. Prm b o y cr. P residen t. A G FA
M s. Dee H anson, E xecu tive  D irector. A laska A irm en 's .A ssociation
M r. Tom  G eorge. A laskan  A viation  S afe ty  Foundation
M s . P a m  H e ld ,  P re s id e n t  &  C E O , G r e a te r  F a irb a n k s  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e
M s. Sheila R om ero, E xe cu tiv e  D irector. Fairbanks C onven tion  and V isito rs B u re au
M r. B ru c e  B a b b itt ,  S e c r e ta r y ,  U . S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  In te r io r
M r .  S te p h e n  P . M a r t in ,  P a r k  S u p e r in te n d e n t ,  D e n a li  N a tio n a l P a rk

E n c l .



AAmu ASKTJH f O U O l lO N

September 16, 1997

Mr. Robert d . Barbee 
Alaska Regional Director 
National Park Service 
2525 Gatnbell Street 
Anchorage, AK 9950

D e a r  Barbee:

I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  p u b l i c  c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  s a f e t y  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

r e q u e s t s  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  c l o s e  t h e  a i r p o r t  

a t  t h e  M c K i n l e y  P a r k  H o t e l  s i t e .

T h i s  a i r p o r t  i e  v e r y  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  C a n t w e l l  a n d  

H e a l y ,  t h e  t w o  p l a c e s  w h e r e  a d v e r s e  w e a t h e r  f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r s  f o r  

3 © w  l e v e l  f l i g h t s  t h r o u g h  W i n d y  P a s s ,  o n e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  b u s i e s t  

f l y v a y c  f o r  s m a l l  a i r p l a n e o . T h e  a i r p o r t  h a s  s e r v e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

P a r k  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  v e r y  w e l l  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  f i f t y  y e a r s .

I h a v e  f l o w n  v e r y  h i g h - l e v e l  f o r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  t o  t h e  

P a r k  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  U . S .  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t .  

I n s s c  p e o p l e  i n c l u d e  t h e  V i c e  P r e m i e r  o f  S o u t h  K o r e a  a n d  t h e  W e o t  

G e m a r .  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  o u r  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r  S e c r e t a r y ,  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  s e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  U .  S. S e n a t e  a n d  C o n g r e s s .  T h e  

U . S .  p u b l i c  i n c l u d e s  m a n y  p i l o t s  ( s o m e  o f  w h o m  a r e  v e r y  i n f l u e n t i a l  

p e r s o n s )  w h o  c o m a  t o  a n d  t o u r  A l a s k a  i n  p e r s o n a l l y  o w n e d  a i r c r a f t .  

N o  c o n v e n i e n t  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o r  a f f o r d a b l e  f r o m  

C a n t w e l l  o r  H e a l y .  F l y i n g  L o u r a  o f  t h e  P a r k  a x e  t h e  o n l y  p r a c t i c a l  

w a y  f o r  s e v e r e l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  v i s i t o r s  t o  e n j o y  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h i s  

u n i q u e  P a r k l a n d .

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  a i r p o r t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  q u a n t i f y  b u t  I  h a v e  p e r s o n a l l y  f l o w n  t h e  T r a c k m n s t e r  a n u  
R a i l r o a d  M a n a g e r  t o  t h e  P a r k  a i r p o r t  t o  h e l p  i n  e m e r g e n c y  

d e r a i l m e n t  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  r a i l  o r  h i g h w a y  t r a v e l  w a s  n o t  t i m e l y .

T h e  e m a i l  a m o u n t  o f  l a b o r  a n d  m a t e r i a l  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i o  

a i r p o r t  i s  s u r e l y  r e p a i d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  o f  a v i a t i o n  s a f e ty, 

f o r "  m e d i c a l  e v a c u a t i o n  o f  s t a f f  o r  v i s i t o r c ,  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  

t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  v i s i t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  w h o  a r e  h a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  

u n a b l e  t o  e n j o y  t h e  h i k i n g  o r  b u s  t o u r s  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e .



S i n c e r e l y ,

y t4 -o

Thomas H. Wardleigh, Chairman 
B oa rd  of Directors

c c : Babbitt, williams, Sen. Stovenc, Sen. Murkowski
C o n g r e s s m a n  Y o u n g ,  S t e v e  M a r t i n / D e n a i i  P a r k ,  A O P A .
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September 25, 1997

M r  Robert D. Barbee 

Alaska Regional Director 

National Park Service 

2535 Gambell Street 

Anchorage, A K  99503

Dear Mr. Barbee:

The Aircraft Owners and Filota Association ( A O P A )  represents the general aviation 

interests of more than 340,000 individual pilots and aircraft owners in the United States, 

more than 4,200 of w h o m  reside in the Mate of Alaska. T h e  organization provides 

advocacy for the betterment of the genera! aviation industry including accessibility to 

airports where general aviation operators will be a primary beneficiary.

I t  is ou r understanding that there have been recom m endations to  c lose the a irpo rt at the 
M cK in ley  Park  H o te l site A O PA  strong ly  oppo&gg the c losu re  o f  that facility.

A s you well know , A laska 's operationa l cond itions a re  not the same as the conditions 
found in the rent o f  the continental U n ited  States. W eathe r and terrain are m a jo r 
considerations in fly ing  in A laska, lit  the case o f  the M cK in le y  Path  A il p u rl, the issue is 
even m ore  im portant because o f  the scarcity o f  landing facilities in that area

The hnportsnco o f  this a irport, besides being a part o f  the lo c a l transportation system and 
being bcncficinl tu the lo c a l area, is accentuated by safely. The M cK in ley A irp ort is a 
“ safety net’ ’ fo r  a irc ra ft that encoun teed  un foreseen weather in that area, fu rth e rm o re , 
the difficu lt accessibility o f  the area by o ther means not on ly ju stifie s but requires an 
airport in case o f  emojgencies and medical evacuations.

W c  urge you to actively pursue other options in coordination and cooperation with the 

users in an attempt to insure that the facility is given due process and consideration.

S hou ld  y o u  req u iro  an y  ad d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  o n  th is  o r  an y  o th e r  re la ted  issue, p lease  
feci fix e  tu contact m e d( (3 0  i ) 6 9 5 *2 2 06 . Thank you fu r  y u u r consideration o f  o u r views

M iguel Va.scnncdos 
D irec to r 
Regional A ffairs

M&rc&ofMmnaHcua/Caisictot/UrciufrOwnotanti DfofAaoctotfcvif
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ALASKA AJH C A R R IE R S  ASSOCIATIO N 
i t  17 £ . 35«n Avanuo, $U«« 102 
Anchoraflfl. A laika 99508 
(907) 277-0071 Fax (907) 277-0072

O c to be r 8 . 19 9 7

Mr. Robert D. Barbee 
A te s& a  R eg io n a l D ire c to r 
n a t i o n a l  P e r k  S e r v i c e  

2S3S G am bo l! 8 & ve t 
A rw h o rc g e , A la ska  69501

R o t: N to fC rts y  Paris A irs tr ip

D e& f M r. Barbee,

ft hoe  re ce n tly  com e  to  th e  a tte n tion  o f th e  A laska  A ir C a rrie r*  A ssoc ia tion  th a t the  
N a tio n a l P a rk  Serv ice ic  con s id e rin g  c losu re  o f th e  a irp o rt a t th e  M cK in le y P a rk 
H o te l aft*. AACA  suppo rts  th e  pos itio n  o f th e  A leekon A v ia tion  S a fe ty  Founda tion , 
a nd  a g re e s  th a t c losu re o f th is  s trip  is  o f im m ense  conce rn  to  th e  A la ska  av ia tion
c om m u n ity  d u*  to  the  Im po rtan t pub lic  s a fe ty  ro le  Ihte p a rtic u la r a irs tr ip  prov ides.

A A C A  rep re sen ts  m ore th a n  100 s ir ca rrie rs  ope ra ting  In A laska , a n d  as such , Is 
o fte n  in  sn ianee w tth o th e r a v ia tio n  u se r g roups In ou r ques t to  p ro v ide  th e  sa fe s t 
a n d  m o s t v ia b le  av ia tion  e nv iro nm en t fo r av ia to rs  to  o p s  ra te In. A s th e  A laskan 
A v ia tio n  $ a fe ty  F ounda tion  a p tly  s ta te d  In e o rm spondenes  to  you  on Sept. 0 ,19 9 7 , 
‘ ...th is a irp o r t (a ve ry s tra te g ic a lly  lo ca ted  be tw een  C an tw e ll a n d  Hea ly, th e  tw o  
p tee s*  w he re  adve rse  w e a th e r fre quen tly  o ccu rs fo r low  leve l flig h ts  th ro ugh  W in d y  
P ose, o n e  o f A iank fl'a  b u s ie s t ffyw ays fo r smaH a irp la ne* .' In th e  in te re s t o f sa fe ty, 
th a t re a s o n  a lone  la ce rta in fy  ju s tif ic a tio n  enough  to  re co n s id e r c lo su re  o f th e  
a irs tr ip . Fu rthe rm ore , co n s id e r in g  th e  ro les the  M cK in le y  a irs tr ip  p la ys  in m edovoo  
o pe ra tio n s , live a irs trip ’s  u se  t t  an  a lte rn a te  a irpo rt fo r av ia tio n  em ergenc ies, and  
in c re a s in g  the  access ib ility  o f th e  P a rk  fo r seve re ly hand icapped  v is ito r*, It seem * 
c lo s u re  o f the  M cK in ley a irs tr ip  Is un th inkab le .



'&or*?r / M r *  m Hire i hkk i ru j^ u o  u ^ i xti pr

Mr. R o b e r t D. B a rbee  
N a t io n a l P a rk  S e rv ioe  
O c t  8 , 1 9 9 7  p a g e  tw o

T h e  d iv e rs e  a n d  rug g e d  g e o g ra p h ic  n a tu re  o f A la s k a  a n d  th e  a d ve rse  w e a th e r 
c o n d it io n *  fo u n d  In th is  s ta te  p ro v id e  e no u g h  o f a n  u n fo rg iv in g  e n v iro nm e n t fo r  
a v ia to rs  to  o p e ra te  Jn~we d o n ’t n eed  to  ta ke  a w a y  th e  fe w  e s ta b lis h e d  s a fe ty  ne ts 
th e  a v ia t io n  c om m u n ity  d e p e n d s  upon.

S in c e re ly ,

K im b e r ly  8 . R o m  
E x e c u t iv e  D ire c to r

cc: S i  n>!0r Ted Stevens
S e n a to r  F ra n k  M u fkow sJd 
C o n g re s sm a n  D on  Y o u n g  
F e d e ra l A v ia t io n  A dm in is tra t io n  
N a t io n a l T ra n s p o r ta t io n  S a fe ty  B oa rd  
A la s k a n  A v ia tio n  S a fe ty  F ounda tio n  
A iaskas V W to r?  A sso c ia tio n  
rlnn:ks Alrnvsn’s Association 
MCA Board of Directors
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STATE C A PITO L 
JU N EA U , ALASKA 99801-1182 

(907) 465-4925 
(800) 821-4925 (T O L L  FREE) 

(907) 465-3517  (FAX)

S e n a t o r  T e r r y  M a c k i e

M em o ra n d u m  ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

SENATE D IS T R IC T  C
K O DIAK ISLAN D i
SO U T H E A ST  ISLANDS

D a te :

To:

From :

Subject:

February 1 7 ,1 9 9 7

R ep resen ta tive  Bill W illiar  
H o u se  T ransp ortation  C o

Senator Jerry M ack ie,
S en ate  C& R A C o m m itt

R eq u est to sch ed u le  - SB l'fU ^A n A ct n am in g  
M ou n ta in  V iew  R oad in  G ustavus."

I w o u ld  greatly  ap p reciate  you r con sid eration  in  sch ed u lin g  SB 10 for  
a h ea r in g  b efore  the H o u se  T ransportation  C om m ittee . SB 10 m ad e  
it to the Senate ca lendar la st se ss io n  b u t fa iled  to b e  b rou gh t u p  for 
con sid era tion  d u r in g  the fina l hours.

SB 10 h as g iv e n  stu d e n ts  an d  ad u lts in  G u sta v u s a p o s itiv e  v ie w  and  
an in form ation a l v ie w  o f the leg is la tiv e  p rocess. T his issu e  seem s to 
h a v e  g iv en  ev ery o n e  w ith in  the co m m u n ity  a co m m o n  p u rp ose .

A lask a  Statu te Sec. 19.10.085 (attached) req u ires that h ig h w a y  
n a m es b e  a ss ig n ed  th rou gh  leg isla tion . B ased  on  m y  contacts w ith  
the co m m u n ity , u n a n im o u s su p p ort o f  the leg is la tio n  from  the 
G u sta v u s C o m m u n ity  A ssoc ia tion , an d  the p etition  w h ich  I received  
in  m y  office, it's o b v io u s that if the co m m u n ity  o f G u stavu s cou ld  
h a v e  d o n e  th is lo ca lly , the s ig n  w o u ld  read  "M ountain V ie w  Road" 
tod ay .

T hanks for you r  con sid eration . P lease  call m e  if  y o u  h a v e  any  
q u estion s.



SENATE D IS T R IC T  C 
KO DIAK ISLAND 
SO U T H E A ST  ISLANDS

STATE C A PITO L  
JU N E A U . ALASKA 99801-1182 

(907) 465-4925 
(800) 821-4925 (T O L L  FREE) 

(907) 465-3517  (FAX)

S e n a t o r  T e r r y  M a c k i e

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURESPONSOR STATEMENT
S B  10 -  "An Act naming Mountain View Road in Gustavus."

I introduced th is  leg is la t io n  last  s e s s i o n ,  at the request of the
Community of Gustavus.  The bill made it all the way to the Senate 
Calendar but got lost during the end of session shuffle.

I am greatly impressed with the community spirit and community efforts 
that have gone into creating this legislation and developing the necessary 
backup for our records. Included in your packets are a signed petition, a 
letter from the Gustavus Community Association, and various letters of 
support.

Alaska Statute S e c .  19.10.085 requires that highway names be given 
through legislation. Based on my contacts with the community and the
petition which is included in each of your f iles, it is  obvious that if 
Gustavus could have accomplished this task locally, the sign would read 
"Mountain View Road" today.

In the late 1950's Eugene and Ann (Chase) Gregg acquired their homestead 
land which contained 160 acres and another 50 acres from Archie Chase. 
The Chase family, at that time, named the road "Mountain View Road."
Today, the road is referred to in a variety of ways including, "Main Road,"
"Airport Road" and "P a rk  Se rv ice  Road."  I respect  the communities '  
efforts in pursuing this name which has substantial  "historic  value" to
them .

The Department of Transportation & Public Facilities has prepared a z e r o
fiscal note. This new sign was coordinated into an existing project on the 
road last summer.

SB  10 has given the Gustavus community a common purpose. Students and
adults have received a posit ive view and an informational view of the
legis lat ive p ro c e s s .



§ 19.10.080 Highways and Ferries § 19.10.100

f4) th a t speed a t w h ich safe and prudent d rive rs  could pass th ro ugh  
the speed zone; and

(5) the effectiveness o f local enforcement o f the speed zone.
Cb) In  d e te rm in in g  safe speed lim its  and safe speed zones w ith in  a 

m un ic ip a lity , the depa rtm en t sha ll consult w ith  th a t m un ic ip a lity . In  
de te rm in ing  safe speed lim its  and safe speed zones on h ighways and 
o ther roadways unde r its  ju risd ic tio n , the depa rtm en t sha ll also con­
su lt w ith  com m un ity  councils o r o ther com mun ity o rgan iza tions in  
the affected area i f  the com m un ity  councils o r other com m un ity  o rga ­
n iza tions request in  w r it in g  to partic ipa te in  the de te rm ina tion . The 
depa rtm en t sh a ll provide notice and oppo rtun ity  fo r a hea rin g  before 
es tab lish ing a speed l im i t  or speed zone o the r than as recommended 
by a m u n ic ip a lity , com mun ity council or o the r com m un ity  o rgan iza­
tion. (§ 2 ch 23 SLA  1986)

Sec. 19.10.080. D e s ig n a tio n  o f  th ro u g h  h ig hw ays . The depa rt­
ment may des ignate th rough  h ighways by erecting stop signs a t th e  
entrances to them. (§ 7 a r t H I t i t le  I I  ch 152 SLA  1957)

Sec. 19.10.085. N am in g  o f  a  h ighw ay , (a) A  h ighway constructed 
by the depa rtm en t unde r AS 19.05 —  AS 19.40 may be g iven a name 
only by law .

(b) Th is section does no t app ly to
( 1 ) a road constructed by a m un ic ip a lity  under a g ra n t au tho rized 

by AS  19.05 —  AS 19.40;
(2) local serv ice roads and tra ils . (§ 1  ch 4 SLA 198 1)
Re v isor'* no tes . — Enacted as AS 

19.05.150. Renumbered in  1981.

Sec. 19.10.090. E re c t io n  a nd  m a in tenance  o f  g u a rd  ra ils .  The 
departm ent m ay erect and m a in ta in  guard rails, s tre tch w ires and 
other devices, on highways. (§ 8 a rt I I I  t i t le  I I  ch 152 S LA  1957)

Sec. 19.10.100. C lo s in g  h ig hw ays . When i t  is necessary to ex­
clude tra ff ic  from  any po rtion  o f a highway, the departm ent may close 
th a t po rtio n  o f the h ighw ay by posting in a conspicuous manner, a t 
each end o f th e  po rtion  closed, su itab le signs w a rn ing  the pub lic  th a t 
the road is  closed under a u th o r ity  o f law, and by e rec ting su itab le  
obstructions. (§ 8 a r t IV  t it le  H ch 152 SLA  1957)



G u s t a v u s  ^  ' V ' "  \ f

C o m m u n i t y  p o s t  o f f , c e  B o x  5 2

A s s o c i a t i o n  J /  G u s t a v u s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 2 6

Representative Je rry M ack ie  
A laska State Legis lature 
Juneau, A laska 9980 1* 1182

Janua ty 2 1, 1996

RK : M B 4 J 1- "A n  A c t nam ing M oun ta in  V iew  Road in  Gustavus."

D ea r Representative Mackie:

O n  January 1 1 th  the Gustavus C om m un ity  Association held th e ir m on th ly meeting. One 
o f  the agenda items was the pe tition and y o u r b ill concern ing M oun ta in  V ie w  Road.

Th is  le tte r serves to  advise you tha t the GC A  members voted unanimously to  suppo rt the 
pe tition  and you r leg is la tion to o ffic ia lly  name tliis  road "M oun ta in  V iew  Road."

Inc iden ta lly , i t  was po in ted out the spelling o f  "G ood rive r Road" as is conta ined in  the b ill 
shou ld be changed to  "G ood R ive r Road."

O n  beha lf o f  the Gustavus C om mun ity  Association, thanks fo r  you r a ttention to th is 
matter.

G C A  A dm in is tra to r



MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD
H IS TO R Y : IN  THE LA TE  1 9 5 0 'S  EUGENE &  ANNE CHASE AC Q U IR ED  T H E IR  
HOMESTEAD LAND  W H ICH  CO NTA IN ED  16 0  ACRES P LUS  50 ACRES  FROM 
ARC H IE  CHASE . THE LAND  WAS LOCATED ON BOTH S ID E S  OF THE M A IN  ROAD 
NORTH OF GOOD R IV E R  CORNER UP TO  WHAT I S  NOW KNOWN AS  TONG 
ROAD .THE CHASES A T  THAT  T IM E  NAMED THE ROAD "M O U NTA IN  V IE W  R O A D " . 
OVER THE YEARS T H IS  ROAD HAS BEEN C A LLED  "GUSTAVUS M A IN  R O A D " , 
"PARK S E R V IC E  R O A D " , "M A IN  R O A D ", AND VAR IOUS  OTHER NAMES.

THEREFORE: WE THE UNDERS IG NED  R E S ID E N TS  OF GUSTAVUS WOULD REQUEST 
THAT T H IS  M A IN  H IGHW AY B E  O F F IC IA L L Y  NAMED "M O UNTA IN  V IE W  ROAD-

PR IN TED  NAME S IGNATURE ADDRESS
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MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD
HISTORY:IN THE LATE 1 9 5 0 ’S EUGENE & ANNE CHASE ACQUIRED THEIR 
HOMESTEAD LAND WHICH CONTAINED 160 ACRES PLUS 50 ACRES FROM 
ARCHIE CHASE. THE LAND WAS LOCATED ON BOTH SIDES OF THE MAIN ROAD 
NORTH OF GOOD RIVER CORNER UP TO WHAT- IS  NOW KNOWN AS TONG 
ROAD.THE CHASES AT THAT TIME NAMED THE ROAD "MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD". 
OVER THE YEARS TH IS ROAD HAS BEEN CALLED "GUSTAVUS MAIN ROAD" , 
"PARK SERVICE ROAD", "MAIN ROAD", AND VARIOUS OTHER NAMES.

THEREFORE: WE THE UNDERSIGNED RESIDENTS OF GUSTAVUS WOULD REQUEST 
THAT THIS MAIN HIGHWAY BE OFFICIALLY NAMED "MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD"

PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS.  (L:Tj& u m / ) -  (L
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MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD
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HISTORY: IN THE LATE 1 9 5 0 ’S EUGENE & ANNE CHASE ACQUIRED THEIR 
HOMESTEAD LAND WHICH CONTAINED 160 ACRES PLUS 50 ACRES FROM 
ARCHIE CHASE. THE LAND WAS LOCATED ON BOTH SIDES OF THE MAIN ROAD 
NORTH OF GOOD RIVER CORNER DP TO WHAT IS  NOW KNOWN AS TONG 
ROAD. THE CHASES AT THAT TIME NAMED THE ROAD "MOUNTAIN VJ2W ROAD" 
OVER THE YEARS THIS ROAD HAS BEEN CALLED "GUSTAVUS MAIN ROAD". 
"PARK SERVICE ROAD","MAIN ROAD", AND VARIOUS OTHER NAMES.

THEREFORE: WE THE UNDERSIGNED RESIDENTS OF GUSTAVUS WOULD REQUEST 
THAT THIS MAIN HIGHWAY BE OFFICIALLY NAMED "MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD"

PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS



MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD
H IS T O R Y : IN  THE LA TE  1 9 5 0 ’ S EUGENE &  ANNE CHASE ACQ U IR ED  T H E IR  
HOMESTEAD LAND WHICH C O N TA IN E D  16 0  ACRES PLUS  50 ACRES FROM 
A R C H IE  CHASE. THE LAND  WAS LO C ATED  ON BOTE S ID E S  OF THE M A IN  ROAD 
NORTH OF GOOD R IV E R  CORNER UP TO  WHAT I S  NOW KNOWN AS TONG 
ROAD .THE  CHASES AT  THAT T IM E  NAMED THE ROAD "M O U NTA IN  V J g f t  R O A D " . 
OVER THE YEARS T H IS  ROAD HAS BEEN  C A L LE D '"G U S T A V U S  M A IN  R O A D ", 
"PARK  S E R V IC E  R O A D " , "M A IN  R O A D " , AND  VAR IOUS  OTHER NAMES.

THEREFORE: WE THE UNDERS IGNED  R E S ID E N T S  OF GUSTAVUS WOULD REQUEST 
THAT T H IS  M A IN  H IGHW AY BE  O F F IC IA L L Y  NAMED "M O UNTA IN  V IE W  ROAD "
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MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD
H IS T O R Y : IN  THE LA TE  1 9 5 0 ’ S EUGENE & ANNE CHASE A C Q U IR ED  T H E IR  
HOMESTEAD LAND WH ICH C O N TA IN E D  16 0  ACRES P LUS  50 ACRES FROM 
A R C H IE  CHASE . THE LAND WAS LOCATED  ON BOTH S ID E S  OF THE  M A IN  ROAD 
NORTH OF GOOD R IV E R  CORNER UP TO WHAT I S  NOW KNOWN AS TONG 
ROAD. THE CHASES A T  THAT T IM E  NAMED THE ROAD "M O U N TA IN  V JgW  R O A D ". 
OVER THE YEARS T H IS  ROAD HAS BEEN  CALLED  “ GUSTAVUS M A IN  R O A D ". 
"PARK  S E R V IC E  R O A D ", "M A IN  R O A D " , AND VAR IOUS OTHER NAMES .

THEREFORE: WE THE UNDERS IGNED  R ES ID EN TS  OF GUSTAVUS WOULD REQUEST 
THAT T H IS  M A IN  H IGHWAY BE  O F F IC IA L L Y  NAMED "M O U NTA IN  V IE W  ROAD ”

P R IN TE D  NAME S IGNATURE ADDRESS
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MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD
HISTORY: IN THE LATE 1 9 5 0 'S  EUGENE & ANNE CHASE ACQUIRED THEIR 
HOMESTEAD LAND WHICH CONTAINED 160 ACRES PLUS 50 ACRES FROM 
ARCHIE CHASE. THE LAND WAS LOCATED ON BOTH SIDES OF THE MAIN ROAD 
NORTH OF GOOD RIVER CORNER UP TO WHAT IS  NOW KNOWN AS TONG 
ROAD.THE CHASES AT THAT TIME NAMED THE ROAD "MOUNTAIN VJSW ROAD". 
OVER THE YEARS THIS ROAD HAS BEEN CALLED "GUSTAVUS MAIN ROAD", 
"PARK SERVICE ROAD", "MAIN ROAD", AND VARIOUS OTHER NAMES.

THEREFORE: WE THE UNDERSIGNED RESIDENTS OF GUSTAVUS WOULD REQUEST 
THAT THIS MAIN HIGHWAY BE OFFICIALLY NAMED "MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD-
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MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD
H IS T O R Y : IN  THE L A T E  1 9 5 0 ’ S EUGENE &  ANNE CHASE ACQ U IR ED  T H E IR  
HOMESTEAD LAND W H ICH  CONTA INED  16 0  ACRES PLUS  50 ACRES  FROM 
ARCH IE  CHASE. TH E  LAND  WAS LOCATED  ON BOTH S ID E S  OF THE M A IN  ROAD 
NORTH OF GOOD R IV E R  CORNER UP TO WHAT I S  NOW KNOWN A S  TONG 
ROAD .THE  CHASES A T  THAT T IM E  NAMED THE ROAD "M O UNTA IN  V Jg J f R O A D ". 
0 7ER  THE  YEARS T H IS  ROAD HAS BEEN  CALLED  "GUSTAVUS M A IN  ROAD " , 
"PARK  S E R V IC E  R O A D " , "M A IN  R O A D ", AND VAR IOUS  OTHER NAMES.

THEREFORE: WE TH E  UNDERS IGNED  R ES ID EN TS  OF GUSTAVUS WOULD REQUEST 
THAT T H IS  M A IN  H IGHW AY BE  O F F IC IA L L Y  NAMED "M OUNTA IN  V IE W  ROAD-

P R IN T E D  NAME S IGNATURE ADDRESS
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MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD
HISTORY: IN THE LATE 1 9 5 0 ’S EUGENE & ANNE CHASE ACQUIRED THEIR 
HOMESTEAD LAND WHICH CONTAINED 160 ACRES PLUS 50 ACRES FROM 
ARCHIE CHASE. THE LAND WAS LOCATED ON BOTH SIDES OF THE MAIN ROAD 
NORTH OF GOOD RIVER CORNER UP TO WHAT IS  NOW KNOWN AS TONG 
ROAD.THE CHASES AT THAT TIME NAMED THE ROAD "MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD". 
OVER THE YEARS THIS ROAD HAS BEEN CALLED "GUSTAVUS MAIN ROAD". 
"PARK SERVICE ROAD", "MAIN ROAD", AND VARIOUS OTHER NAMES.

THEREFORE: WE THE UNDERSIGNED RESIDENTS OF GUSTAVUS WOULD REQUEST 
THAT THIS MAIN HIGHWAY BE OFFICIALLY NAMED "MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD"
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p k o n t
PA a we. S'SU - HZ 3 Cf.owt) 
3251 F o s t e r  Ave,
Ju n eau ,  AX 99301 
J a n .  23, 1996

Mr. J e r r y  Mackie, Pep.

Dear J e r r y ,

Regard ing  changing t h e  ro a d  name in  g u s tav u s ,  t o  Mountain View Poad.

Mi* deceased  husband Eugene S.  Chase and I  -used t h i s  name e v e r  s i n c e  
we were  p rov ing  up on o u r  160 a c r e  h c re s te a d .  We even named o u r  farm 
Mountain View Farm. I t  h a s  many memories and sounds good. I  w ish  I  
c o u ld  f i n d  a  p i c t u r e  o f  i t .  I ' v e  looked f o r  h o u r s .  I  know I  do have 
same.

I f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e ,  p l e a s e  p r e s e r v e  t h a t  r.ame.

I  u n d e r s t an d  i t  would be  frem the  good River c o m e r  t o  t h e  Park  Raad 
c o m e r .  T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  i s  needed.

Thank You Very Hach Jerry

S i n c e r e l y

Anne L. Gregg



P.O. Box 200 
Gustavus* AK 99826

23 J a n u a ry  1996

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e r r y  Mackey*

Xxr names do no t  appea r  on t h e  p e t i t i o n  p r e v i o u s l y  s u b m i t te d  t o  t h e  
J e p a r t a e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  r o a d  in  Gustavus be 
lamed Mountain View Road. We would, however,  l i k e  t o  go on r e c o r d  a s
su p p o r t in g  th a t  r e q u e s t .

P l e a s e  make t h i s  known a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  to be h e l d  on t h i s  m a t t e r .

Thank you.

S i n c e r e l y ,

S M ly  Lesh J a A T t e s h  ‘
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STATE OF ALASKA
1997  LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E

BILL NO: N o . i _
B il l V e r s io n :

( S )  P u b l i s h  D a t e :

R e v is io n  D a te : ____________________________________________
T it le : A n  A c t  re la t in g  to  is s u a n c e  o< s p e c ia l lic e n se

p la tes - t o  c o m m e m o ra te  th e  a r ts .

D e p t . A f fe c te d : 
B R U :
C o m p o n e n t :

A d m in is t ra t io n
M o to r  V e h ic le s
F ie ld  S e rv ic e s

S p o n s o r :
R e q u e s t o r :

S e n a t e  F in an c e
(S )  T RA N C O M PO N E N T  SER IA L  N O . 0 5 0 2

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S : (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla rs ) ( in f la t io n  n o t  in c lu d ed )
O P F R A T IN G FY 9 8 FY 9 9 . . . . FY 0 0 . . FY  0 1 FY  0 2 FY  OS
P F R S O N A I  S F R V IC F S 2 . 2
T R A V E l .
C O N T R A C T U A I 1 7 . 7
S U P P L IE S
F O I J IP M F N T
I A N D  A S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S .  C l  A IM S
M IS C E L L A N E O U S
IQ .T .AL O P E R A T IN G . 1 9 . 9 0 Q ______  . .  Q . 0 0

[ " c a p i t a l  E X P E N D IT U R E S .^ !

C H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S  (  1 0 0 5 ) 135.0 • * * • •

R e v e n u e  C o d *3

F U N D IN G : (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s )
1002 Federa l R ece ip ts
1003 G F  M atch
1004 G F
1005 GF/Prngram Reneiots 199 0 0 0 0 0
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 19.9 I 0 0 0 0 0

E s t im a te  o f  c u r re n t  y e a r  (F Y  9 7 )  im pact: S

P O S IT IO N S :
F i l l  I -TIMF
PART-TIMF
t e m p o r a r y  -- -J

A N A L Y S IS : (A tta ch  a  s e p a ra te  p a g e  if n e c e s s a ry .)  

S e e  A ttached -

P re p a re d  B y : 
D iv is ion :

Ju a n ita  H e n s le y
M o to r V eh ic le s

A p p ro v e d  by C om m is s io n e r : 
A g en cy :

M ark  B o y e r
A dm in is tra tion

P h o n e : 4 6 5 - 2 6 5 0
D a te : 0 4 / 0 1 / 9 7

-crv\ lLLfa2
P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V ID E  A L L  D IS T R IB U T IO N  C O P IE S  T O  G O V E R N O R ’ S  L E G IS L A T IV E  O F F IC E

aey 11/94 nn 30C
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STATE OF ALASKA
1997  LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO: SB 153

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :    D e p t .  A f f e c t e d :  A dm in i s t r a t i o n

A N A L Y S IS  C O N T IN U E D :

T h is  b i l l  e s ta b lis h e s  a sp e c ia l lic en se  p la te  c o m m e m o ra t in g  the a rts . U n d e r  th is p rop o sed  le g is la t io n  the fe e  f o r  p u rc h a s in g  the 
sp e c ia l p la te  is S I  5 0  p e r set o f  p la te s . T h e  lic e n se  p la te  m a n u fa c tu re r  re q u ire s  a  m in im um  o f  9 0 0  sets o f  p la te s  f o r  the p u rch ase  o f  a 
n ew  d e s ig n  p la te . T h is  b i l l re q u ire s  the C o m m is s io n e r  o f  A d m in is t ra t io n , a fte r  c o n su lt in g  w ith  the  A la s k a  S ta te  C o u n c i l o n  the 
A rts , d e te rm in e  the  des ig n  and  c o lo r  o f  p la te s  c o m m e m o ra t in g  the a rts . It w i l l re q u ire  a n ew  d es ig n  f o r  the  lic e n se  p la te .

T h e  fis c a l a n a ly s is  assum es that a l l  9 0 0  se ts o f  p la te s  w i l l  b e  s o ld  at S I  5 0 . T h e  p ro je c te d  re v en u e  is e s t im a ted  at S I  3 5 .0 .  T h e  
p e rs o n a l s e rv ic e s  es tim a tes the co s t a s so c ia ted  w ith  re is su e  o f  the e x is t in g  licen se  p la te  fo r  the  new  lic e n se  p la te  d e p ic t in g  the arts . 
A t th is tim e  w e a re  no t ab le  to p ro je c t  fu tu re  re v en u e s .

S U M M A R Y  O F  E X P E N S E S

F Y 9 8

T R A N S A C T IO N  C O S T S
P e rs o n a l S e rv ic e s  c o s t a ssoc ia ted  w ith  re is su e  o f  n ew  p la te  9 0 0  se ts o f  p la te s  at S 2 .4 3  p e r set o f  p la te s  =  
O v e rh e a d  c o s t a s soc ia ted  w ith  p ro g ram  an d  in c lu d e s ; fo rm s , lic e n se  tab s , D P  ch a rg eb a c k , s h ip p in g /fre ig h t , etc .

2 .2

9 0 0  sets o f  p la te s  at S 3 .0 5  p e r tran sac tion  = 2 .7

N E W  D E S IG N  C O S T S
S e t-u p  co s t f o r  n ew  shee ting 10 .0

D e s ig n  c o s t f o r  d e s ig n  o f  new  p la te 5 .0

T O T A L $ 1 9 .9
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

Mail Slop 3100 
State Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182

SB 153 Sponsor Statement

Sponsored by Senate Finance Committee

In  the L e g is la tu re ’ s e f fo r t to  b rin g  state spend ing in  lin e  w ith  o u r revenues, the State A rts  
C ou n c il has been d ram a tica lly  reduced. A laska is fac ing a d ilemma. F in d in g  funds fo r the 
arts is b ecom ing  m ore and m ore d if f ic u lt  w ith  a popu la tion  in c reas ing ly  adverse to  pub lic  
arts fu nd ing . W e  need to  lo o k  fo r  in nova tive  w ays to fund  o u r ex is ting  arts programs i f  
w e  w an t p u b lic  fu n d in g  to  continue. T h is  b ill p rov ides the A rts  C ounc il a too l to  use in 
th is  e ffo r t.

L icense  plates have become an in c reas ing ly  popu la r revenue source fo r states fac ing  
budge t constra in ts. In  A la ska  w e cu rren tly  have a num ber o f  spec ia lty plates that 
s uppo rt va rio u s o rgan iza tions. The in ten t beh ind add ing ano the r spec ia lty p late is to 
p ro v id e  the State .Arts C ounc il a revenue source to  supp lement decreasing general fund 
a pp ro p r ia tio n s .

I t  has been the pos itio n  o f  the Leg is la tu re  to  decrease fu nd in g  fo r arts programs in  the 
state and have p riva te  in d iv id u a ls  and o rgan iza tions m one ta rily  support these programs. 
The spec ia lty  p la te  fu n d in g  mechan ism  w il l do exac tly  this, p ro v id in g  A laskans a w ay to 
v o lu n ta r i ly  suppo rt fu n d in g  o f  the arts and show  th e ir p ride  in  do ing  so.

The  p la te  w i l l be designed in  consu lta tion  w ith  the State A rts  C ounc il and it w il l be the 
so le re s p o n s ib ility  o f  th e  C oun c il to p rom ote the program  to success.

O f f ic ia l  B u s i n e s s

P r e p a r e d  b y  S t a  f f  t o  S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e .  C o - C l i a i r  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m it t e e  9  A p r i l .  1 9 9 8



S B I5 3  B il l A na lys is
P repa red  by the A laska  State C ounc il on the A r ts

I t  is the recommendation o f the Alaska State Council on the A rts that SB 153 be amended to 
reduce the special fee fo r the arts license plate from  $150,to $75 fo r the o rig ina l plate, and that
there be a biennial renewal fee o f  not more than $*10.

*
The C a lifo rn ia  A rts Council recently released a detailed business review o f  the C a lifo rn ia  arts 
license plate program. This Fifty-two page report offers in depth analysis o f  sales trends, market 
size and pric ing. The Alaska State Council fiim ished a copy o f  the fu ll report to Senator Pearce, 
and the executive summary is attached. Here are a few  high lights from  that report.

C a lifo rn ia  T a rg e t M a rk e t
C a lifo rn ia ’s popu la tion is 31,250,000 (1993). The C a lifo rn ia  A rts Council has iden tified  a target 
market o f  men, 25+, college graduates, employed in  executive, professional, and managerial 
positions (especially entertainment or information/technology companies); and women, 35+, 
co llege graduates, employed in executive, professional, and managerial positions, and who are 
arts patrons and supporters. Size o f  Californ ia target market: 10 m illion .

Sales
Since October 1994, the Califo rn ia arts plate has had o rig ina l sales o f 27,546, and tota l gross 
sales o f  $2 m illio n . Renewals run very strong- about 98 percent o f  all o rig ina l purchases. In  
1994, the arts plate sold 11.943 units. I t sold 5 ,118  units in  FY96. Renewals accounted fo r 54 
percent o f  to ta l sales in  FY96. Since its inception, the program has generated $650,000 in 
revenues to the Califo rn ia  Council. The Califo rn ia C ounc il’ s FY97 budget is $13,640,200. As fo r 
market penetration, the Califo rn ia plate sells about'2.7 units per 1000 targeted customers.

P r ic in g
The C a lifo rn ia  arts plate is available in sequential (alphanumeric) and personalized versions. The 
sequential plate costs $30 fo r the orig inal and $ 15  fo r renewal (plus the standard reg istra tion 
fees). The personalized plate sells fo r $70, and $40 fo r renewal. Personalized plates account fo r 
54 percent o f  a ll o rig ina l sales.

A la ska  M a rk e t
I f  we app ly some target market assumptions used in  Californ ia, we may begin to get a rough 
estimate o f  A laska ’ s potential market fo r the arts plate. Accord ing to the A laska Department o f  
Labor's Alaska Population Overview (1995), there are 305,000 Alaskans between the ages o f  25 
and 54 (C A 's  prim e market by age). In the Alaska Population Overview (19 9 1) the A laska 
Department o f  Labor estimates that 23 percent o f  Alaskans have a college education. To 
extrapolate, the arts plates have a potential market o f  70,150 ind iv idua ls (23 percent o f  305,000). 
In order to make any sign ificant contribution to the arts, A laska must fa r exceed C a lifo rn ia ’ s arts 
plate penetration o f  2.7 units per 1,000 potential customers. I f  A laska can generate sales o f  5 
units per 1,000 potential customers, we w ill sell 350 orig ina l plates (over a period o f  several 
years). A t $75 per plate, gross sales w ill total $26,250. There after renewals may generate as 
much as $14,000 every tw o years.

G:\OOE\SB153SUP WPD, April 1, 1997



C O A S T L IN E  B U S IN E S S  R E V IE W  E X E C U T IV E  S U M M A R Y  
C’AUI FO RN TATARTS "CO UN Cl C------------------------------------------------------

'W e  k n e w  t h a t  w e  n e e d e d  b e t t e r  m a r k e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i f  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  
s e l l i n g  m o r e  A r t s  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  a n d  e x c e e d i n g  e a r l y  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  l o c a l  a r t s  
p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  e d u c a t i o n - f u n d i n g  s u c c e s s .  T h u s  t h e  n e e d  t o  c o n d u c t  a  b u s i n e s s  r e v i e w  
o f  p l a t e  s a l e s  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  m a d e  a  p r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  M a r k e t i n g  & C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
O f f i c e r .  A r m e d  w i t h  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  d a t a ,  a  m o r e  t h o u g h t f u l  m a r k e t i n g  p l a n  I s  b e i n g  
d e v e l o p e d

What the Arts License Plate Program Means to the California Arts Council
S in c e  1 9 / d  th e  C a lifo rn ia  A rts C ounc il (C A C ) h a s  b e e n  a  c o n s is te n t  fu n d e r o f a r t s  e d u c a t io n  in th e  
s t a t e .  D e s p it e  th is  m a jo r  com m itm en t to b ring  a r t Into th e  l iv e s  o f ch ild ren  w h o  a r e  a t  a ll s o c io ­
e c o n o m ic  l e v e l s  o f o u r eco no m y , a r t s  p ro g ram m in g  in. C a lifo rn ia  h a s  b e e n  h it h a rd e r  th a n  o th e r  
p u b lic  s e r v i c e s .  Y e t th e  a r t s  p lay  a  c r it ica l ro le  in a d v a n c in g  c ro s s -c u ltu ra l u n d e r s ta n d in g  a n d  in  
b o ls te r in g  e d u c a t io n , th u s  p rep a r in g  a  sk ille d  w o rk fo rc e  a n a  d e v e lo p in g  ou r e co n o m y . I t w a s  
b e c a u s e  o f t h i s  c r it ica l n e e d  that th e  CAC jo in e d  fo r c e s  w ith  ten  A ssem b ly  a n d  S e n a t e  m e m b e r s  in 
1 9 9 2  to  in t ro d u c e  A B 3 6 3 2 .  Now c it iz e n s  c a n  m a k e  d ire c t  con tribu tion s to a r t s  e d u c a t io n  in  ou r 
s c h o o ls  a n d  to  co m m u n it ie s  by p u rc h a s in g  th e  C o a s t l in e  l ic e n se  p la te  fo r th e ir  v e h ic le s .

About the Market
> DM V h a s  r e c o rd s  o n  ap p ro x im a te ly  2 6  m illion r e g is t e r e d  v e h ic le s , a n d  th e re  a r e  fo u r  p la te  
c a t e g o r ie s  c o m p r is in g  4 6  d iffe ren t p la te  ty p e s  w ith  v a r io u s  d e s ig n s  an d  co lo r c o m b in a t io n s . O f th e  
s e v e n  g r a p h ic  d e s ig n  sp e c ia lty  p la te s  a v a ila b le  th ro u gh  th e  DMV, Arts p la te  s a l e s  r e p r e s e n t  2 4 %  
o f th e  to ta l 1 0 1 , 3 8 /  p la te s  in u s e ( J u n e  1 9 9 6 ) .

> T h is  m a r r ia g e  o f function  an d  b e au ty  re tu rned  to th e  C a lifo rn ia  A rts C ounc il, by  J u n e  1 9 9 6 ,  o v e r  
$ 6 5 0 , 0 0 0  in  p la t e  r e v e n u e s  for re g ran t in g  th ro u gh  th e  S ta te -L o c a l P a r tn e r sh ip  a n d  L o c a l A rts 
E d u c a t io n  P r o g r a m s .

> D e fin it io n  o f  p r im ary  ta rg e t m arke t:
M en , 2 5 + , c o l le g e  g r a d u a te s  +, em p lo yed  in e x e c u t iv e , p ro fe s s io n a l, a n d  m a n a g e r ia l p o s it io n s  
m o st  lik e ly  w ith  en te r ta in m en t-re la te d  o r in fo rm a t io n -b a se d  c o m p an ie s . In te re sted  in  p rom o tin g  a  
re la t io n sh ip  w ith  th e ir  c a r s  a n d  iden tifica tion  w ith  s t a t u s / s u c c e s s .  P r ic e  is  l e s s  o f a  c o n ce rn  th an  
im a g e .
W o m e n . 3 5 + . c o l le g e  g r a d u a te s  +. em p lo yed  in  e x e c u t iv e , p ro fe s s io n a l, a n d  m a n a g e r ia l p o s it io n s , 
w h o  a re  patrons c f  th e  a r ts , interested in supporting th e  arts, a r t s  ed u catio n , and /o r co m m u n itv  a r t s  
p ro g r a m s  a s  w e l l  a s  h av in g  a n  a ttra c t iv e  im a g e  on  th e ir  l ic e n se  p la te s .

> S i z e  o f  p r im a ry  ta rg e t  m arket: 1 0  m illion

Sales Analysts I
>  S e q u e n t ia l  a n d  p e r so n a liz e d  p la te  s a l e s  a r e  g ro w in g  d u e  to im p lem en tation  o f n e w  p la te  
p ro g ra m s .
> P e r s o n a l i z e d  p la t e s  a c co u n t for 5 4 %  o f a ll o r ig in a l s a l e s .
> R e n e w a ls  c o n t in u e  to trend  v e ry  s t ro n g  (9 8 %  o f to ta l o r ig in a l p u r c h a s e s ) .
> In  1 9 9 6 ,  a g g r e g a t e  re n e w a ls  a cco u n ted  for 6 2 %  o f  fu n d  re v e n u e s .

Specialty License Plates by Geographic Breakout
> A rts m a rk e t  i s  p redom in a te ly  L o s A n g e le s , O ran g e , a n d  S a n  D ie go  (5 5 % o f  to ta l s a l e s ) .
> Y o se m ite  p la te  m arke t is  p redom in a te ly  no rthern  C a lifo rn ia  w ith s ig n if ic an t s a l e s  in th e  S a n  
F r a n c is c o  B a y  a r e a ,  C en tra l C o a s t , C en tra l V a lley , a n d  G o ld  Country  re g io n s  ( 1 7 , 2 4 2  p la te s / 4 8 %  
o f s a l e s ) .
> Y o se m ite  p la t e  p u r c h a s e s  in L o s A n ge le s , O ran g e , a n d  S a n  D ie go  re p re se n t 3 7 %  o f to ta l s a l e s .
> In g e n e r a l ,  th e  sp e c ia lty  p la te  m arke t e x is t s  in th e  u rb an  a r e a s  or the s t a te  w h e r e  in d iv id u a ls  a r e  
m o re  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t im a g e  a n d  s t a tu s .

Buying Habits
> E x is t in g  a n d  p o ten t ia l c u s to m e r s  p rinc ip a lly  ow n  h ig h -e n d  v e h ic le s  (sp o r t s  ca r , sp o r t s  utility , a n d

> 8 0 $  o f r e c e n t  m a rk e t su rv e y  re sp o n d e n ts  in d ic a te d  th e y  w ou ld  p u rc h a se  th e  p la te  fo r a n  e x is t in g  
c a r , a n d  o n ly  1 0 %  fo r a  n ew  ca r .
> 4 5 %  o f  m a rk e t  su rv e y  re sp o n d e n ts  in d ica ted  th e y  w o u ld  p u rc h a se  an  add it io na l l ic e n s e  p la te  if  
th e y  p u r c h a s e d  a n o th e r  c a r . w h ile  3 7 %  m ight, a n d  1 0 %  w ou ld  not.



/Chesapeake 

Ta g s A r e  

H o t  P la te s

1 3 6 , 0 0 0  P u r c h a s e d  

v I n  F i r s t  5  M o n t h s

•yf^SuJr1̂
•• Maryland's "Treasure the Ches- 

'apeake* commemorative license 
plates are selling six times faster 
than expected and after five months 
have raised $1.3 million for envi­
ronmental projects, state motor 
vehicle officials said, 

j. ;‘The amount raised so far is more 
than officials expected for the en­
tire two years of the plate project.

The tags, depicting a great blue 
heron among stalks of marsh grass, 
cost at least $20.

It was expected to take two years 
to sell 100,000 of the artistic plates 
when they went on sale Christmas 
Eve. Instead, it took four months to 
reach that figure. As of June 1, al­
most 136 .000  had been sold.

“We have never experienced any­
where near the sales volume that 
we have with this plate," said W. 
Marshall Rickert, administrator of 
the state Motor Vehicle Adminis­
tration.

Sales show no signs of slacking, 
particularly at motor vehicle offices 
in the affluent Washington suburbs 
and Annapolis. Figures show fewer 
are being sold in offices serving 
lower-income areas, such as Balti­
more’s Mondawmin office.

But Ellie Falk, of the governor’s 
Chesapeake Bay Communications 
Oilice, srio buy;; - . r -  i diverse 
group. -We’ve seen these on all 
kinds of vehicles, from pickup 
trucks right down to yuppie Vol- 
vos," she said.

The tags were designed by Earle 
Palmer Brown Public Relations Inc. 
of Bethesda. Falk said the tranquil 
tidewater scene helps draw atten­
tion to the bay cleanup and to "re­
storing and preserving marshlands." 
But me state basically is in it for the 
money.

Half the $20 iee goes to the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust, a nonprofit 
state  foundation that hands out 
small grants for environmental ef­
forts. The other $10 goes to pay for 
the higher cost of printing the color 
artwork, motor vehicle officials say. 
Various custom bay plates, such as 
those ending with "BAY," cost 
more.



ON FIRST READING

As Revenue Boosters,  Plates Keep On Truckin'

Personalized license plates offer 
driven lire opportunity lo display a wide 
variety of individual messages (o their 
fellow travelers, such as "GR8MOM," 
"NUTBUS" or "IMLUVN."

Drivers a n  choose special license 
plates that raise m oney and show  
support for various causes. Colleges, 
professional sports teams, club m em ­
bership or em ployment status also 
may bo identified on license plates.

The trend toward m ore personal 
and  un ique p lates co n tin u ed  in 
1995; 33 stales passed m ore than  80 
special license plate bills.

So what new messages will we 
begin to see as we travel along our 
nation's highways?

In the spirit of the 1996 Olympic 
Games, states have been enacting 
legislation allowing com m em orative 
plates. The sale of Olym pic plates 
helps support the U.S. O lym pic 
Com m ittee and state athletic pro­
grams. In New Jersey, the Olympic 
plates cost 550 in addition to the reg­
ular registration fees. After adm inis­
trative expenses, the funds will be 
divided equally between the U.S. 
Olympic Com mittee and the Garden 
State Games, a sports festival for 
am ateur athletes.

Plates designed to  raise money for 
au ses  or projects bring in dollars for 
everything from the  m anatee to  
Chesapeake Bay to children’s chari­
ties. In Massachusetts, "Preserve the 
Trust’’ plates have raised more than SI 
million for environmental projects.

License plates are an increasingly 
popular revenue source for states fac­
ing budget constraints. In fart, these 
effons have become so successful 
that special plates are even receiving 
their own recognition.

The California Assembly went so 
far as to declare last June 23 as 
Yosemite License Plate Day. California 
set aside the day to  recognize the

license plate as the greatest selling 
special plate in the history of the 
state. Since October 1993, sales raised 
m ore than 51.2 million for preserva­
tio n  and conservation efforts irt 
Yosemite National Park.

Assemblyman Richard Rainey, 
w ho introduced the Yosemite plate res­
olution, said that the plates brought in 
"m oney not othenvise available for 
S|>ecial projects in the park.”

Designs for special plates vary 
widely from state to state. The plates 
m ay display slogans, emblems or 
u n iq u e  p ic tu res. The Delaware 
General Assembly invited residents 
o f the state to  enter animal drawings 
in  a contest to choose the design lor 
new  animal welfare plates.

License plates commemorating 
retirement proved to be popular this 
vear. Retired Superior Court clerks in 
North Carolina gained approval for

their own plates. At least 11 states 
considered or added license plate 
programs for retirees or veterans of 
the armed forces including spedai 
recognition for recipients o f th e  
Purple H eart Mississippi passed a bill 
that makes the spouse of a deceased 
retiree of the armed forces eligible for 
the same distinctive tag as the retiree.

Louisiana passed the most bills 
dealing  with special plates. The 
Legislature decided to  prom ote child 
safety, raise awareness of the black 
bear, recognize school teachers, a n c  
remember retired Jaw officers and 
M arine Corps veterans. It also 
approved prestige plates for the 
Knights of Peter Claver and the 
Knights of Peter Claver Ladies 
Auxiliary. Unfortunately, fraternities 
and sororities lost out this year as 
the Legislature deleted a provision 
for their special plates.

HIV Testing of Pregnant 

Women Gets Go-Ahead

California is one of a num ­
ber of states that has passed leg­
islation requiring HIV counsel­
ing and encouraging voluntary 
testing of pregnant women.

T he Golden State bill, 
sponsored by Senator Tim 
Leslie and signed into law in 
October, requires health care 
providers to offer HIV testing, 
risk assessment and counseling 
to  every pregnant woman as 
part of her prenatal care.

Leslie proposed the legisla­
tion in response to recent stud­
ies showing HIV-positive preg­

nan t women could cu t by two- 
thirds their chances of trans­
m itting  the  virus to  the ir 
unborn  children if AZT therapy 
is begun during pregnancy'.

Sim ilar legislation has 
been passed in C onnecticut, 
New Jersey, Texas and Virginia.

In New York, G overnor 
George Pataki has announced 
that th e  results of HIV tests 
given to  newborns will be avail­
able to  mothers. The "blind” 
state tests in  which results were 
not m ade available to  parents 
have been highly controversial.

a
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S T A T E  O F  A LA SK A  B IL L  N O. CSSB 157(FIN) & 7

1998 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N

A N A L Y SIS : (continued)

T his b ill establishes a special license plate for ch ild ren 's trust fund. U nder this proposed legislation the special plate is S 100.00 per 
set o f  p la tes . The license plate m anufacturer requires a m im raum  o f 900 sets o f  plates for the purchase o f  a new  design plate. This 
bill w ill require a new design for the license plate.

S U M M A R Y
F Y 99
T R A N SA C T IO N  COSTS

Personal Services costs associated with reissue o f new plate-900 sets o f  plates
@  52.43 per set 2 .2

O verhead  cost associated with program  and includes: form s license tabs,
D P  chargeback, shipping/freight 2 .7

D ESIG N  COSTS

Set-up costs for new design sheeting 10.0
G raphic art design for design o f  new plate 5 .0

TOTA L 19.9
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S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

SPONSOR STATEMENT SB 157 
Establishing a Children's Trust License Plate

SB 157 establishes a motor vehicle registration plate that the department may 
design and issue to represent the Alaska Children's Trust. It allows the 
legislature to appropriate funds received from the sale of these registration 
plates into the principal of the Alaska Children's Trust.

The primary purpose of the Alaska Children's Trust is to work in partnership 
with communities, private business, and government to reduce and prevent 
child abuse, neglect, and family violence. The Children's Trust will improve 
the status of children in Alaska by generating funds and committing 
resources to promote healthy families and by assisting in developing healthy 
com m unities.

Other states such as Louisiana, California, Missouri, Nevada, and Illinois 
have created specialized license plates for the benefit of children and have 
had great success in raising funds for this worthwhile cause.

DD /ljh

January-May: STATE CAPITOL • JUNEAU, AIC • 99801-1182 • (907) 465-3892 • FAX: (907) 465-6595 
Junc-Decembcr: 716 W. 4TH AVE. • STE. 430 • ANCHORAGE, AK » 99501 ■ (907) 258-8181 « FAX: (907) 258-1648

M EM BER: Senate Finance Committee • Legislative Budget & Audit Committee 
• Senate Community & Regional A fliirs Committee
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Sponsor S ta tem ent  SB 211 
Page Two

In 1946 he jo ined  his fa ther  in the family business a n d
rem ained  with I re land  Transfer  until its sale in 1996. He
was elected chief of the Ketchikan Volunteer  F i re
Department in 1958 and served for six years. It  was d u r i n g
tha t  period tha t  d isas t rous  arson fires plagued d o w n t o w n  
Ketchikan, changing the face of the community .  W o r k in g  
with city police and the State Fire Marshall ,  B a r t h o l o m e w  
was able to br ing the fire bug to justice in 1961.

Ralph served on the school board and p lanning c o m m is s i o n  
and then on the Ketchikan Gateway Borough Assembly. He 
was elected Borough m ayor  in 1990.

Ralph Bartho lom ew  served in almost every v o l u n t e e r
organiza t ion  in his com m unity  and as p res iden t  of t h e  
Eleventh A ir  Force  Association.

For more than  the last decade he championed t h e  
cons truc t ion  of a br idge to Gravina Island, linking t h e  
com munity  with its a i rpo r t .  His advocacy inspired many in  
his com munity  and the bridge project  comes closer to
real i ty  with time. When it is completed, the span s h o u l d  
serve as the legacy of a true community  leader and b e
named in his honor  and the honor of all veterans.
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KETCHIKAN
GATEWAY
BOROUGH

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
John “Jack" Shay 

344 Front Street 
Ketchikan, AK 99901-6494 

907-228-6605 
(Fax) 907-247-8439

F eb rua ry  3 , 19 9 8

S en a to r Rob in T a y lo r 
A ttn : J oe  Am b rose , C h ie f o f  S ta ff 
S ta te  Cap ita l, R oom  30 
Juneau , A la s ka  9 9 80 1- 118 2

D ea r Robin,

T h is  is  to  con firm  th is  com m un ity ’s  unan im ous suppo rt o f y o u r b ill SB  2 1 1  renam ing  the  
a irp o r t b ridge “ R a lph  M. B a rtho lom ew  V e te ra n s ’ M em oria l B rid ge ’  In h o n o r o f o u r fine  
fo rm e r m ayo r w h o  s p e n t m any  yea rs in w ork ing to  m ake It a reality. T he  renam ing  p roposa l 
w a s  on  m y A ssem b ly ’s  a genda  seve ra l tim es and a  reso lu tion  had been  r  e pa red  to  
e ndo rse  the  change  w he n  w e  rece ived w o rd  th a t you  had  file d  a m ea su re  to  d o  ju s t that. 
W ith a  sigh o f g ra titude  w e  m oved on to  o the r challenges, cons ide ring tha t the  change  w as 
v irtu a lly  a “ fa it a ccom p li.”

In th e  in te rven ing  m on ths, I have  no t hea rd  o ne  w h isp e r o f oppos itio n  to  y o u r p roposa l. 
T h a n k  you aga in  fo r suppo rtin g  ou r com m un ity  In th is  effort.

M ayor/Personal Address: P.O. Box 3159, Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Telephone 225-7429
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In 1946 he jo ined his fa ther  in the family business a n d  
rem ained  with I re lan d  T ransfe r  until its sale in 1996. He 
was elected chief of the Ketchikan Volunteer  F i r e  
Department in 1958 and  served for six years. It  was d u r i n g  
that  period tha t  d isa s t rous  arson fires plagued d o w n t o w n  
Ketchikan, changing the face of the community. W o r k i n g
with city police and the State Fire Marshall ,  B a r t h o l o m e w  
was able to br ing  the fire bug to justice in 1961.

Ralph served on the school board and planning c o m m is s i o n  
and then on the Ketchikan Gateway Borough Assembly. He 
was elected Borough m ayor  in 1990.

Ralph B artho lom ew  served in almost every v o l u n t e e r
organizat ion  in his com m unity  and as p res iden t  of t h e  
Eleventh Air  Force Association.

For more than  the last decade he championed t h e  
cons truc t ion  of a br idge to Gravina Island, linking t h e  
community  with its a i rpo r t .  His advocacy inspired many i n  
his com m unity  and the bridge project comes closer t o
real i ty  with time. When it is completed, the span s h o u l d
serve as the legacy of a true community  leader and b e 
named in his honor and  the honor of all veterans.
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F a x  (907) 225-0713S e n a to r  R o b in  L . T a y lo r

Senate M ajority Leader 
SPONSOR STATEMENT

SENATE B I L L  211

In 1989, as Senate B i l l  37 was moving through the A l a s k a
State House of Rep resen ta t ives ,  an amendment was a d d e d
designating the bridge to be built across the T ong a s s
Narrows at Ketchikan as the Grav ina Ve te rans ’ M e m o r i a l  
B r id g e .

This amendment was o f fe red at the suggestion o f Ra lph M . 
Bartho lomew , a l i fe - long resident o f Ketchikan, a n o t e d  
civic leader and a veteran of VVcrld War I I .  Ra lph was a l s o  
the leading p roponent o f  the construction o f  a b r i d g e
connecting Ketchikan with its a i rpo r t .

Ra lph Bartho lomew passed away last fa l l at age 74, w i t h o u t  
seeing his dream o f  a bridge become rea l i ty . I t  is o n l y  
app rop r ia te  that the bridge be named fo r  its g r e a t e s t  
suppo r te r  and become known as the Ralph M. B a r t h o l o m e w  
Vete rans ’ Memor ia l  B r idge .

Ralph was born in Ketch ikan in 1923 and graduated f r o m  
Ketchikan High School in 1941. That fa l l  his studies at t h e  
Unive rs i ty  o f Texas were in te r rup ted  by the J a p a n e s e  
attack on Pear l Ha rbo r .  He tried to enlist in the A rmy \ i r  
Corps, but needed paren ta l consent. He re tu rned t o  
Ketchikan to enlist and spent nea r ly  three o f  the next f >ur 
years in the Aleutians.

D istrict A:
H vder • Ketchikan • K u p re a n o f  • M eyers Chuck • P e te rsb u rg  • Sax in an  • Sitka • W rati: .11
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In 1946 he jo ined  his fa ther  in the family business a n d  
rem ained  with I re land  T ransfer  until its sale in 1996. He 
was elected chief of the Ketchikan V olunteer  F i re  
Department in 1958 and served for six years. It was d e d n g  
tha t  period tha t  d isa s t rous  arson fires p lagued d o w n t o w n
Ketchikan, changing the face of the community .  W o r k i n g  
with city police and the State Fire M arshall ,  B a r t h o l o m e w
was able to br ing  the fire bug to justice in 1961.

Ralph served on the school board and planning c o m m i s s i o n  
and then on the Ketchikan  Gateway Borough Assembly. He
was elected Borough m ayor  in 1990.

Ralph Bartho lom ew  served in almost every v o l u n t e e r  
organiza t ion  in his com m unity  and as p res iden t  of t h e
Eleventh Air  Force Association.

For more than  the last decade he cham pioned  t h e
construc t ion  of a br idge  to Gravina Island, linking t*. 
com munity  with its a i rpo r t .  His advocacy inspired many in
his com m unity  and the bridge project comes closer to  
real i ty  with time. When it is completed, the span s h o u l d  
serve as the legacy of a true com munity  leader and b e
named in his honor and the honor of all veterans.
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KETCHIKAN
GATEWAY
BOROUGH

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
John “Jack" Shay

344 F ro n t S treet 
K etchikan, AK 99901*6494 

907-228-6605 
(Fax) 907-247-8439

Feb rua ry  3 , 19 9 8

S ena to r Robin T a y lo r 
A ttn : Joe  Am brose , C h ie f o f  S ta ff 
S ta te  Capita l, R oom  30 
Juneau, A la ska  9 9 80 1- 118 2

D ea r Robin,

T h is  is to  con firm  th is  com m un ity ’s  unan im ous suppo rt o f y o u r b ill SB  2 1 1  renam ing  the  
a irp o rt b ridge "R a lph M. B a rth o lom ew  V e te rans ' M em oria l B rid ge ’  In h o n o r o f ou r fine  
fo rm e r m ayo r w h o  spen t m any yea rs in work ing to  m ake It a reality. T he  renam ing proposa l 
w a s  on  m y A ssem b ly ’s  a genda  seve ra l tim es and a  reso lu tion  had  been  p repa red  to 
endo rse  the  change w hen  w e  rece ived w ord  th a t you had file d  a m ea su re  to  do  Just tha t 
W ith  a s igh o f g ra titude  w e  m oved  on to  o the r challenges, cons idering th a t th e  change  w as 
v irtu a lly  a " fa it accom p li."

In th e  in te rven ing  m on ths, I have  no t heard one w h ispe r o f o ppos itio n  to  y o u r p roposa l. 
T h a n k  you  aga in  fo r suppo rtin g  o u r com m un ity  In th is effort.

Ek al3j4K
M ayor/Personal Address: P.O. Box 3159, Ketchikan, AK 99901 

Telephone 225-7419



ALASKA TRUCKING ASSOCIATION, INC.
3445  M innesota Drive .  A ncho rage . A laska 995 0 3  •  PH O N E (907) 2 7 6 -1149  •  FAX (907) 274-1946

JAN c l  ' bU 14115 FROM ALASKA TRUCKING ASSOC RHlat . title:

January 21, 1998

Senate Transportation Committee

Dear Senator Ward, Chairman, and Committee Members,

The Alaska Trucking Association is wholeheartedly in support of S.B. 211. 
Given Mister Bartholomew’s long time ad /ocacy for a bridge across the 
Tongass Narrows, it seems appropriate to honor him by naming the bridge in 
his honor. We only wish Ralph could have lived long enough to sec the 
project completed.

Thank you for your attention and please support S.B. 211.

Frank J. Dillon 
Executive Vice President

* *  TOTAL PAGE.002 **



§ 35.40.050 Public Buildings, Works, etc. 304

Sec. 35.40.050. Gravina Veterans’ Memorial Bridge. The bridge to be built across 
Tongass Narrows to Gravina Island shall be named the Gravina Veterans' Memorial 
Bridge. (§ 1 ch 66 S L A  1989)

Sec. 35.40.055. Clint Starnes Memorial Bridge. The bridge over the Swanson 
River in the Captain Cook Park area is named the Clint Starnes Memorial Bridge. (§ 1 
ch 56 S L A  1989)

Sec. 35.40.060. Charles E. Carney Memorial Bridge. The bridge over the Little 

Susitna River on North Shushana Drive in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough is named the 
Charles E. Carney Memorial Bridge. (§ 1 ch 56 S L A  1989)

Sec. 35.40.065. Chief Eddie H o f f m a n  Road. The Bethel Airport road is named the 
Chief Eddie Hoffman Road. (§ 2 ch 86 S L A  1989)

Rcvisor’s notes. — Enacted as AS 35.40.035. Re- connection with the enactment of this section, see $ 1, 
numbered in 1989. ch. 86, SLA 1989 in the Temporary and Special Acts.

Cross references. — For legislative findings in

Sec. 35.40.070. B o b  Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway. The road connecting Nome 

and Teller is named the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway. (§ 1 ch 8 S L A  1991)

Sec. 35.40.075. Ina Johnston Bridge. Bridge number 1192 on Edgerton Park Road 

over the Little Susitna River is named Ina Johns, >n Bridge. (§ 1 ch 8 S L A  1991)

Sec. 35.40.080. Briggs Bridge. Bridge number 1739 on Eagle River Loop Road over 

the Eagle River ia named the Briggs Bridge. (§ 1 ch 124 S L A  1992)

Sec. 35.40.085. Black veterans recognition bridge. Bridge number 503 on the 

Alaska Highway over the Gerstle River at milepost 1392 is named Black Veterans 
Recognition Bridge. (§ 2 ch 42 S L A  1993)

Cross references. — For statement of legislative Effective dates. — Section 2, ch. 42, SLA 199 
purpose in enacting this section, see § 1, ch. 42, SLA which enacted this section, took effect on August 30 
1993 in the Tbmporary and Special Acts. 1993.

Sec. 35.40.090. ManvilH. Olson Bridge. Bridge number 1030 off Schrock Road over 

the Little Susitna River is named the Manvil H. Olson Bridge. (§ 1 ch 19 S L A  1994;

Effective dates. — Section 1, ch. 19, SLA 1994, 
which enacted this section, took effect on August 3,
1994.

C h a p t e r  9 5 . G e n e r a l  P r o v i s i o n s .

Section 
10. Purpose and intent 

100. Definitions

Sec. 35.95.010. Purpose a n d  intent. The purpose of A S  35.05, A S  35.10, A S  35.15, 

and A S  35.20 is to establish a public works department capable of carrying out a public 

works planning and construction program that will provide public buildings necessary to 

efficient government, and boat harbors, jetties, dikes and breakwaters necessary to the 

economy of Alaska communities, all of which is to the advantage and benefit of the 
gi ral welfare of the public. (§ 2 art I title I ch 152 S L A  1957; a m  § 32 ch 71 S L A  1 9 7 2 )
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S B  2 5 1  - H e r m a n  L e ir e r  R o a d  
S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

Senate Bill 251 renames the Exit Glacier Road near Seward the "Herman 
Leirer Road".

The Exit Glacier Road is the only vehicle access route to the Exit Glacier, a 
formation of the Harding Icefield near Seward, Alaska. Since the 
improvement to the road, that glacier has become a popular tourism 
destination on the Kenai Peninsula, helping the economy of the area.

Herman Leirer was a solid supporter of opening up that road for the benefit 
of the public and tourist alike. He was instrumental in promoting and 
developing the road after the earthquake and continued to support and 
encourage further road improvement. A major portion of that road is now 
part of the Kenai Fjord's Park.

Mr. Leirer moved to Seward in 1924, where he resided until his death this 
past fall. He is remembered in the Seward area for his countless time and 
energy to numerous projects to make Seward a better community. As a 
principal supporter of opening up this transportation route, renaming it on 
his behalf is an appropriate measure.

SS SB 251: H(TRA): 2/05/98: mj
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SPONSOR STATEMENT 14 j Main Street LoopKciai.AKVVAII

Senate Bill 259
METROPOLITAN PLANNING AUTHORITY

The Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) was created to 
comply with federal law requiring communities o f over 50,000 in population to have a
Metropolitan Planning Organization in order to qualify for federal highway funding.

The AMATS Policy Committee is presently composed o f two Anchorage Assembly 
members, one representative from the State Department o f Transportation and Public 
Facilities, one representative from the State Department o f Environment Conservation 
and the Mayor o f Anchorage. The AMATS Policy Committee has representation from 
all relevant branches o f local and state government except the state legislature.

While AMATS policy requires legislative authorization before any federal funds can be 
expended on AMATS priority projects, no member o f the Alaska State Legislature sits on 
the committee.

Senate B ill 259 would amend the AMATS operating agreement to add two Anchorage 
legislators; one member o f the senate and one from die house. Both legislative members 
would have districts that are partially or wholly within the metropolitan area and they 
would be selected by a majority o f the members o f their respective bodies whose districts 
also fall partially or wholly within the metropolitan area. One o f the state administrative 
members to the policy committee would be deleted. This change in membership would 
create an equal balance o f state and local members on the AMATS policy committee.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has stated no objection to changing the 
composition o f the AMATS Policy Committee to include members o f the State 
Legislature. Further, the FHWA has stated that there is no reason that the AMATS 
program would not remain in compliance with federal regulations once the change in 
membership has been instituted.

An example o f a successful metropolitan planning organization is the Oahu Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (OMPO) in Honolulu, Hawaii. Under the auspices o f die federal 
government, created by the State Legislature in 1975 and reorganized in 1986, the OMPO 
is composed o f four parts: a Policy Committee, or decision making body, a Technical 
Advisor)' Committee, a Citizen Advisory Committee and a staff person. The Policy 
Committee consists o f six state legislators, five Honolulu City Council members, an 
appointee o f the Governor and an appointee o f the Mayor o f Honolulu.

Phone (S*)7> JM-7WA Fu (VOT) 2IJ-307J



SB 259 -  Sponsor S tatement *
Page 2

The O M PO  does no t cons truc t p ro jec ts o r im p lem en t programs. Rather, its  d ire c tive  
focuses upon deve lopm ent o f  p lans and p rogram s to  produce an in teg ra ted in te rm oda l 
transporta tion  system.

I t  shou ld  be noted that passage o f  SB 259 w ou ld  have no im pac t on  the ope ra tion  o r 
fu nc tio ns o f  the Anchorage A ssem b ly  o r the M u n ic ip a lity  o f  Anchorage.
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 259(TRA)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY T H E  SEN A TE T R A N SP O R T A T IO N  C O M M IT T E E

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsorfs): SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to the membership of a metropolitan highway planning

o rg a n iza tio n ."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S ec tion  1. AS  19.20 is amended by add ing new sections to  read:
Article 2. Metropolitan Highway Planning Organizations.

Sec. 19.20.200. M e tro p o li ta n  h ig h w a y  p la n n in g  o rg a n iz a tio n s . A  
m e tropo litan  h ig hw a y  p lann ing  o rgan iza tion  designated, redesignated, o r o rgan ized 
under 23 U.S.C. 134 shall consist o f s ix members. Three members o f  the organ iza tion 
shall be designated by the m un ic ipa lities that are located p a rtia lly  o r w h o lly  w ith in  the 
m etropo litan  area and three members shall be designated as fo llow s :

( 1 )  one member o f the senate whose d is tr ic t is loca ted p a rtia lly  o r 
w ho lly  w ith in  the m etropo litan area and who is selected b y  a m a jo r ity  o f  the members 
o f the senate whose d is tr ic ts  are located p a rtia lly  o r w h o lly  w ith in  the m e tropo litan  
area; a person w ho is selected to serve as a m em ber o f  a m e tropo litan  p lann ing

-1-.Vetv' Text U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]
CSSB 259(TRA)



1  o rgan iza tion  unde r th is  paragraph m ay no t rece ive com pensa tion fo r  serv ice  on the
2 m e tropo litan  p lann ing 'o rg an iza tio n ;
3 (2) one member o f the house o f representatives whose d is tr ic t is located
4 pa rtia lly  o r w h o lly  w ith in  the m e tropo litan  area and w ho  is selected y a m a jo r ity  o f
5 the members o f  the house o f  representatives whose d is tr ic ts  are lo ca ted  p a rt ia lly  o r
6 w h o lly  w ith in  the m e tro po litan  area; a person w ho  is selected to  serve as a m em ber
7  o f  a m e tro po litan  p lann ing  o rgan iza tion  under th is paragraph m ay n o t rece ive
8 compensation fo r  se rv ice  on the m e tropo litan  p lann ing  o rgan iza tion ; and
9 (3 ) one m em be r appo in ted by the governor.

0-LS1U61VL
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