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ALASKA DIVISION

Feoruary 4, 1996

Sepresentative 3ill Williams, Chairxar.
House Transportation Committee
"Telefax « 907-465-3793

PE House Bill No. 227 ) ]
"As Ac; relating. to the Alaska Capital Inproverent Project

Authority; relating to the poners and duties of the /PF,
providing for an etfective cate."

Dear Chaimman Williams:

V¢ are in support of HB2%7,

Qur_current system of a Governor appointed Comnissioner for the
Cf Transportation and Public Facilities heaa provided very unstable
leadership and direction for the Department resulting in S|g|ré|f|cant

reductions in the amout of taxpayers norey available to bui
i and maintain existln(}]/ facllices. Since statehood, the

mearoverrents
average tenure of the Commssioner hes been 1.3 years.

Too often, projects are accelerated (which costa rmr(g,? or are taken of£
the "construct' list™ after funds have beer, spent ir. designing, permitting,
acquiring right-of-way, and other activities neoassa(?/ t0 construct ]
improvenents for the public. Often, political considerations affect this
process, resulting m the wastes enumerated above.

V¢ believe that e "Capital Improvement Fro;ert Authority” consisting cf
representing_ the tr.ree nodes of transportation (air, Tand,

seven
ar.i water) ad public fariiities, serving ered tems fto insure
stability” through election and administrative ) would assure a

brood range of expertise and ability as well as provide . the oadiy needed
leadership stability to the Department. Tnis group would replace the

?Iannlnﬁ; and progranming division m Juneau (except for aore minor
ederally mandated respons.bilitiee’ #11.011 affecting the established

regional” functions, Ko additional oeturacracy would cresteo, a.o the
cifizens would be better served realizing consistent plannlngf_and
procurement procedures frcm the tment as well as nore facility
construction’ from the savings de to its increased efficiency.

Thirty ae of our fifty states have instituted sim.iler

t nt ad this bill. Pl share this lett "th\Mth :
sul pess this bill. ease e this letter with other
%gjnrr?tteepr%‘rbas

Ccr.struction Projects Manager

11301 Lang Street
Anchorage.AK 9951S-3006
(907)267-5264 « Fax (907) 349-4875



ALASKA DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.

3 February 1998

To

House Transportation Coraittee

Subject: House Si'll No. Z27
"An Act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project

Authority; relating to the powers and duties of the DOT/PF;

and providing for an effective date.”
Dear Comitteo member:

We are in support of HB 227.

Lack of stability in the State's transportation program has been and
continues to be a problem since Statehood. It 1s easy to understand
because tr.e control Is with the Governor/Commissioner and therefore
subject to sudden changes primarily based on political considerations.

The average longevity of the DOT commissioners has been 1.9 years each,

not exactly a record to assure stability.

The rctuitmg uncertainties have had negative effects on commerce in
general and more specifically on the industries dealing with insurance
and bonding, manufacturing and supply, unions and labor, contractors,
local Governments, the Legislature and other entities involved In
transpcr-.ivon and public facilities.

**h;ie > full commission tc administer DOT/PF would be preferable, creation
;* a 'Capua! Improvement Project Authority" is the best approach at the

present. 31 of the 50 5tates have adopted a "Board" or “Coemission'™ approach

to solve this problem.

A seven member group, representing the three modes of transportation (lane,
air, WaterJ and public facilities, on a geographic basis, serving staggered
terms, assures a broad base of expertise end representation. This group
would replace the headquarters planning and programing division (except
seme minor Federally pandated tasks) without effecting the regional wfcrk
at all. Therefore It would not add an additional layer of bureaucracy

and would actually cost less than the present efforts.

1 ask for your support and urge you to move the bill.

Sincerely,

PO Box 81050 * Fairbanks, Alaska 99708 ¢ (907) 479-6550 « FAX (907) 479-7395



To- House Transportation Committee

Subiject. House Bill NO 227
"An act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project Authority;
relating to the powers and duties of the DOT/PF. and providing for an

effective date ”
Dear Committee member.
We are m support of HB 227

Lack of stability in the State's transportation program has been and continues to be a
problem since Statehood It is easy to understand because the control is with the
Governor/Commissioner and therefore subject to sudden changes primarily based on
political considerations The average longevity of the DOT commissioners has been
19 years each, not exactly a record to assure stability

The resulting uncertainties have had negative effects on commerce in general and
more specifically on the industries dealing with insurance and bonding, manufactunng
and supply, unions and labor, contractors, local governments, the Legislature and all
other entities involved in transportation and public facilities

While a full commission to administer DOT/PF would be preferable creation of a
'Capital Improvement Project Authority' is the best approach at the present. 31 of our
50 states have adopted a ""Board or "*Commission’* approach to solve this problem

A seven member group, representing the three modes of transportation (land, sea and
air) and public facilities, on a geographic basis, serving staggered terms, assured a
broad base of expertise and representation This group would replace the
headquarters planning and programming division (except some minor Federally
mandated tasks) without affecting the regional work at all Therefore it would NOT add
an additional layer of bureaucracy and would actually cost less than present efforts

I ask for your support and urge you to movo the hill.

Sincerely.

Gary/A Grose
Vice President

Vv

3133 Davis Road « Fairbanks. Alaska 99709

Phone.(907) 474-05)5 * Fax:(907)474-0554
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M -B CONTRACTING CO., INTC.
7101 DtBarr Ro>d, Anrhoraie AK 99504-1844 . (907) 333-5527 . F»x 333-5871
Founded 1942« Incorporated 1951

3 Februarv 199S

To House Transportation Committee Via Fax to 9w7-Ifb-37y3

Subject House Bill No 227
“\r. Act relating to the .Alaska Capita! Lmprovement Project Authority,
relating to the powers and Julies of the DOT PF.
and providing for an effective date

Dear Committee member

We are in support of HB 227

l,ack of stability, in the States transportation program has been and continues to be a problem since Statehood It is easy to understand because
the control is with the Governor Commissioner and therefore subject to sudden changes primarily based on political considerations The average
longevitv of the DOT commissioners has been 19 years each, not exactly a record to assure stability

1lhe resulting uncertainties have had negative effects on commerce in general and more specifically on the industries dealing with insurance and
bonding, manufacturing and supply, unions and labor, contractors, local Governments, the Legislature and other entities involved in

transportation and public facilities

W hile a full commission to administer L'Of PF would be preferable, creation ol a "Capital Improvement Project Authority" is the best approach
a; the present *1 ofthe State h.ve adopted a "P v.rj" or "Comnvssien" approach to solve ’his problem

A seven member group, representing the three rrksits i f transportation (.land. air. vvalcrl and public tacililios. on ageographic basis, serving
staggered terras, assures a broad base of expertise and representation This group would replace the headquarters planning and programming
ML e\.e;-t some minor Fedeiallv mandated tasks without effecting the regi onal wotk at ail Therefore, it would not add an additional
.r.c- e <..-.s.- and would actualiv V- - t-.m trie present ettons

ask for mour support and urge you to move the hi!!

Sincere.

Michjel D Miller.
Operations 1lanager

A ASKATONKACIOKS LK 6 NO AA
© Souf 109



% GIIEMM COMPANY, INC., Grad (Qxtradas

H U. Box 70507 =Fairbarks. Alaska 99707 =(Q071 452-5191 =Fax (207) 451-7797 =Contractor's License No. ANt

February 5, 1998

To House Transportation Committee

Subject. House Bill No. 227
“An Act relating to the Alaska Caput Improvement Project Authority
relating to the powers and duties of the DOT/PF; and providing for
an effective date."

Dear Committee Member.

Lack of stability in the State's transportation program has been and continues to be a
problem since Statehood. Itis easy to understand because the control is with the
Governor/Commissioner and therefore subject to sudden changes primarily based on
political considerations The average longevity of the DOT commissioners has been 1.9
years each, not exactly a record to assure stability.

The resulting uncertainties have had negative effects on commerce m general and more
specifically on the industries dealing with insurance and bonding, manufacturing and
supply, unions and labor, contractors, local Governments, the Legislature and other
entities involved in transportation and public facilities.

While a full commission to administer DOT/PF would be preferable, creation of a "Capital
improvement Project Authority” is the best approach at the present. 31 of the 50 States
have adopted a ‘Board” or “Commission” approach to solve this problem.

A seven member group, representing the three modes of transportation (land, air. water)
and public facilities, on a geographic basis, serving staggered terms, assures a broad
base of expertise and representation This group would replace the headquarters
planning and programming division (except some minor Federally mandated tasks)
without effecting the regiora' work at all Therefore it would not add an additional layer
of bureaucracy and would actually cost less that the present efforts.

I ask for your support and urge you to move the hill

Sincerely,



ANCHORAGE SAND and GRAVEL CO INC.

10100'Malley Road « Ancftorasc. Alaska * Phone (SW) . *AX(V\P

February 3.1998

TO; House Transportation Committee

Subject: House Bill No. 227
"An Act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project
Authority; relating to the powers and duties of the DOT/PF,;
and providing for an effective date."

Dear Committee Member:
We are in support of House Bill No. 227.

Lack of stability in the State's transportation program has been and continues to
be a problem since Statehood. It is easy to understand because the control is with the
Governor/Commissioner and therefore subject to sudden changes primarily based on
political considerations. The average longevity of the DOT commissioners has been 1.9
years each, not exactly a record to assure stability.

The resulting uncertainties have had negative effects on commerce in general
and more specifically on the industries dealing with insurance and bonding,
manufacturing and supply, unions and labor, contractors, local Governments, the
Legislature and other entities involved in transportation and public facilities

While a full commission to administer DOT/PF would be preferable, creation of a
"Capital Improvement Project Authority” is the best approach at the present. 31 of the 50
states have adopted a 'Board’ 0r'‘commission' approach to solve this problem

A seven member group, representing the three modes of transportation (land. air.
water) and public facilities, on a geographic basis serving staggered terms, assures a
broad base of expertise and representation This group would replace the headquarters
planning and programming division (except some minor Federally mandated tasks)
without effecting the regional work at all. Therefore it would not add an additional layer of
bureaucracy and would actually cost less than the present efforts.

| ask for your support and urge you to move the bill.
Sincerely,
ANCHORAGE SAND & GRAVEL CO., INC.
'‘Jhec V—-.

Dale G Morman
President
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WILLIS CORROON

WUUs Corroon
Corporation of
3' February 1998 Anchorage
4220 0 Street
Anchorage. AK 99503
Telephone 907 562 2266
Fix 907 563 648}

To
House Transportation Committee

Stbject: House Bill No. 27
“An Act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project
Authority; relating to the porers and duties of the DO/
and providing for an effective date."’

Dear Conmittee member; t

He are In support of H8 227.

Lack of stability 1n the State"s transportation program has been and
continues 1o be a problem since Statehood. It is easy to understand e
because the control is with the Govermor/Conmissioner and therefore
subject to sudden changes primarily based on political considerations.
The average longevity of the DOT comissioners has been 1.9 years each,
not exactly a record to assure stability.

Theresulting uncertainties have had negative effects on commerce iIn
general and more specifically onthe Industries dealing with Insurance
ad bonding, manufacturing and supply, unions and labor, contractors,
local Govermments, the Legislature and other entitles involved m
transportation and public facilities.

While a full comission to administer DOT/PF would be preferable, creation
of a "Capital Improvement Project Authority” is the best approach at the
present. 3l of the 50 States have adopted a "'Board” or "‘Commission* approach
to solve this problem.

A seven member group, representing the three inodes of transportation (land,
air, Hater) and public facilities, on a geographic basis, serving staggered
tems, assures a broad base of expertise and representation. This group
wuld replace the headquarters planning and programing division (except
soee minor Federally mandated tasks) without effecting the regional wbrk
at all. Therefore it would not add an additional layer of bureaucracy

and would actually cost less than the present efforts.

1 ask for your support and urge you to novo the bill.



February 3,1998

TO: House Transportation Committee

Subject. House Bill No. 227
'‘An Act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project
Authonty; relating to the powers and duties of the DOT/PF;
and providing for an effective date ”

Dear Committee Member.
We are in support of House Bill No 227.

Lack of stability in the State’s transportation program has been and continues to
be a problem since Statehood. Itis easy to understand because the control is with the
Governor/Commissioner and therefore subject to sudden changes primarily based on
political considerations. The average longevity of the DOT commissioners has been 19
years each, not exactly a record to assure stability

The resulting uncertainties have had negative effects on commerce in general
and more specifically on the industries dealing with insurance and bonding,
manufacturing and supply, unions and labor, contractors, local Governments, the
Legislature and other entities involved in transportation and public facilities

While a full commission to administer DOT/PF would be preferable, creation of a
‘Capital Improvement Project Authority" is the best approach at the present. 31 of the 50
states have adopted a “Board" or “Commission* approach to solve this problem.

A seven member group, representing the three modes of transportation (land, air
water) and public facilities, on a geographic basis serving staggered terms, assures a
broad base of expertise and representation. This group would replace the headquarters
planning and programming division (except some minor Federally mandated tasks)
without effecting the regional work at all. Therefore it would not add an additional layer of
bureaucracy and would actually cost less than the present efforts.

| ask for your support and urge you to move the bill.
Sincerely,
DIMOND FABRICATORS

Robert Davison
Manager

2001 E. 68th Avenue, Ar.Choreg*. Adaxk* 86507 Ph. (907) 344 1584 Fax 349-5053
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February 4,1998

Representative Bill Williams
Alaska State Legislature
State Capital (MS3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Subject:  HB 227 - Capital Improvement Project Authority

Dear Representative Williams:

On behalf of USKH | would like to urge your support for passage of HB 227 We believe
that this legislation is vitally important to the State of Alaska. It will greatly help to restore
stability to the states capital project planning process.

Today the capital project planning process is subject to whatever political winds are
blowing at the time. Good long term planning cannot take place in this sort of climate
and it leads to wasted efforts, namely projects that are desighed and then shelved
because the planning goals changed

We believe that a Transportation Commission or Board such as many states have would
be an even better solution. We understand though that the executive and legislative
branches will find this difficult to accept The next best change would be a planning
board as HB 227 proposes.

Thank you for your consideration of our views

Director of Transportation Projects
JVXXXNF.GISTEUR90! WPD

Copy to:  Sharon Macklm
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Peratrovich, Nottingham & Prage, Inc.
‘WJ Engineering Consultants

1506 W ait 3sthAvnnu* m Archorag*. Alaska S9S03 « 907-661-1011 « F» 007-563-4220

January 30. 1998 PN&D 98000

House Transportation Committee

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: HB227 'An act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project Authorityl

Dear Committee Members:

The subject bill addresses a long overdue correction to present weaknesses in planning and
implementing projects in ADOT&PF. Planning is for leaders and should not be relegated to
groups that do not have the authority or drive to recognize public needs and to expeditiously

move In the correct direction.

This present weakness may be a prime reason for current overly high preconstruction costs now
common knowledge to most.

Please give this bill your attention and recognize the positive long-term possibilities.

Sincerely

3 DRAGE, INC

DN/dt



ASR

ALASKA SOIL RECYCLING

A Division cr Anchorage Sand 6. Gravel Co. Inc.
1040 O'Matlw Road - Anchomyc, AlnsVa 99515 ch , iaab

fhone (9C7) 549-3333 « FAX (907) 344-2S44 reDruary s, lyyo

TO: House Transportation Committee

Subject: House Bill No. 227
‘An Ad relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project
Authority; relating to the powers and duties of the DOT/PF,

and providing for an effective date."

Dear Committee Member:
We are in support of House Bill No 2.27

Lack of stability in the State's transportation program has been and continues to
be a problem since Statehood. Itis easy to understand because the control is with the
Govemor/Commtssioner and therefore subject to sudden changes primarily based on
political considerations. The average longevity of the DOT commissioners has been 19
years each, not exactly a record to assure stability.

The resulting uncertainties have had negative effects on commerce in general
and more specifically on the industries dealing with insurance and bonding,
manufactunng and supply, unions and labor, contradors, local Governments, the
Legislature and other entities involved in transportation and public facilities.

While a full commission to administer DOT/PF would be preferable, creation of a
“Capita! Improvement Project Authority" is the best approach at tf>e present, 31 of the 50
states have adopted a '‘Board' o- ‘Commission’ approach to solve this problem.

A seven member group representing the three modes of transportation (land, air.
water) and public facilities, on a geographic basis, serving staggered terms, assures a
broad base of expertise and representation This group would replace the headquarters
planning and programming division (except some minor Federally mandated tasks)
without effeding the regional work at all. Therefore it would not add an additional layer of
bureaucracy and would adually cost less than the present efforts

I ask for your support and urge you to move the hill.

Sincerely.
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ALASKA
BASIC
INDUSTRIES

a division of KRC Aggregate Inc
February 3.1998

TO. House Transportation Committee

Subject: House Bill No. 227
"An Act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project
Authority; relating to the powers and duties of the DOT/PF;
and providing for an effective date.”

Dear Committee Member
We are in support of House Bill No. 227.

Lack of stability in the State’s transportation program has been and continues to
be a problem since Statehood. It is easy to understand because the control is with the
Governor/Commissioner and therefore subject to sudden changes primarily based on
political considerations. The average longevity of the DOT commissioners has been 1.9
years each, not exactly a record to assure stability.

The resulting uncertainties have had negative effects on commerce in general
and more specifically on the industries dealing with insurance and bonding,
manufacturing and supply, unions and labor, contractors, local Governments, the
Legislature and other entities involved in transportation and public facilities.

While a full commission to administer DOT/PF would be preferable, creation of a
"Capital Improvement Project Authority' is the best approach at the present, 31 of the 50
states have adopter a “Board” or '‘Commission’ approach to solve this problem.

A seven member group, representing the three modes of transportation (land, air.
water) and public facilities, on a geographic basis, serving staggered terms, assures a
broad base of expertise and representation. This group would replace the headquarters
planning and programming division (except some minor Federally mandated tasks)
without effecting the regional work at all. Therefore it would not add an additional layer of
bureaucracy and would actually cost less than the present cffort6.

| ask for your support and urge you to move the bill.
Sincerely,

ALASKA BASIC INDUSTRIES

Dale G, Morman

President

1040 0 MALIfcY HOAD ANCHORAOE. ALASKA 95510 PHONE (807) 340-3333
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HIGHWAY USERS FEDERATION OF ALASKA
1506 W 36TH AVE , ANCHORAGE, AK 09503

* -
January 30, 1998 ft - 1o7 H(S 3773 98000

House Transportation Committee
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: HB227 *An act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project Authority"

Dear Committee Members

The subject bill addreGGCB a long overdue correction tc present weaknesses in planning and
implementing projects in ADOT&PF Planning Is for leaders and should not be relegated to
groups that do not have the authority or drive to recognize public needs and to expeditiously

move in the correct direction.

This present weakness may be a prime reason for current overly high preconstruction costs now
common knowledge to most.

Plcaso give this bill your attention and recognize the positive long-term possibilities,

Sincerely,

I-LGHWAY USERS FEDERATION OF ALASKA

Oennis Nottingham, P.E r
Secretary/Treasurer

3N/dt
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ALASKA DIVISION

24-98

To  House Transportion Committee
1-907465-3793

Re:  HB 227 - Capital Improvement Project Authority

Gentlcmen'Ladies;

House Bill No. 227 offers a unique opportunity to establish sone continuity in the
operations of the Department of Transportation. | urge you to suppart this bill.

Many portions of Alaska's economy have been effected by the see-sawdirections
of the DOT. This bill should provide stability and direction and allow for better long
term planning of the Sate's transportation program

This stahility will flow down through the private sector and help flatten out soe
of the swings in the econony,.

Again, 1urge your suppart for this bill

Scott Honor

11301 Lang Strest
Anchorage, AK 99515 3006
(9071 267-5264 « Fax (9071349-1875



WILDER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
AK CONTRACTORS LICENSE 21747

February 4, 1998

Attn:  House Transportation Committee
Fax (907) 465-3793

Subject: House Bill No. 227
“An Act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project Authority; relating to the powers

and duties of the DOT/PF, and providing For on effective date.”

Dear Committee Member,

As a means to unpoliticizc DOT&FF planning. House Bill No. 227 provides a viable solution Our Stale
needs a consistent long term approach to solving our present and future infrastructure requirements. | ask

for your support and urge you to move the hill.

Marc Guzik
Project Engineer
Wilder Construction Companv

ALASKA DIVISION

11301 LANG STREET = ANCHORAGE. AK 99616 3006
'007)344 2593 « FAX .907) 344 1662
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AGGREGATE PRODUCTS INC.

Date*: February 3, 1{\W8
lo: House Transportation Committee

Subject: House Bill No. 227
"An Act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project
Authority; relating to the powers and duties of the DOT/ TF,

And providing for an effective date."”

Dear Committee Member:

We are in support of HB 227. Lack of stability in the State's transportation program has been and
continues to be a problem since Statehood. It is easy to undeistand because the control is wilti
the Governor/Commissioner and therefore subject to sudden changes primarily based on
political considerations The average longevity of tire DOT commissioners has been 1,9 years

each, not exactly a record to assure stability.

The resulting uncertainties have had negative effects on commeice in general and moie
specifically on the industries dealing with insurance and bonding, manufacturing and supply,
unions and labor, contractors, local Governments, the Legislature and other entities involved in
transportation and public facilities.

While a full commission to administer DOT/I'F would be prefeiablc, creation of a "Capital
Improvement Project Authority™ is the best approach at the present. Thirty-one of the 50 States
have adopted a "Board™ or "Commission™ approach to solve this problem

A seven member group, representing the three modes of transportation (land, air. water) and
public facilities, on a geographic basis, serving staggered terms, assures a bioad base of expertise
and representation. This group would leplace the headquarters planning and programming

division (except some minor federally mandated tasks) without affecting the regional wotk at all.
Therefore, it would not add an additional layer of bureauciacy and «’ould actually cost Jess than

the present ettorts.

We ask for your suppoitand urge you to move the bill

Very Truly Yours,

QUALITY ASPHALT PAVING, INC.

V. President

240 W. 68th Avenue « Anchorage, Alaska 99518 « (907) 344-3897 « FAX (907) 344-3829
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QUALITY ASPHALT PAVING, INC.

General Contractors

240 W. 68th AVENUE, ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99518
Telephone (907) 522-2211 F»x (907) 344-5798

Dale: February 3,1998
To: House Transportation Committee

Subject: House Bill No. 227
"An Act relating to the Alaska Capital Improvement Project
Authority; relating to the powers and duties of the DOT/PF;

And providing for an effective date."”

Dear Committee Member:

We are in support of HB 227. Lack of stability in the State's transportation program has been and
continues to be a problem since Statehood. It is easy to understand because the contiot is with
the Governor/Commissioner and therefore subject to sudden changes primarily based on
political considerations. The average longevity of the DOT commissioners has been 1.9 years

each, not exactly a record to assure stability.

The resulting uncertainties have had negalrio effects on commerce in general and more
specifically on the industries dealing with insurance and bonding, manufacturing and supply,
unions and labor, contractors, local Governments, the Legislature and other entities involved in

transportation and public facilities.

While a full commission to administer DOT/PF would be preferable, creation of a "Capital
Improvement Project Authority"” is the best approach at the present. Tlurty-one of the 50 States
have adopted a "Board" or "Commission™ approach to solve this problem.

A seven member group, ropresentmg the three modes of transportation (land, air, water) and
public facilities, on a geographic basis, serving staggered terms, assures a broad base of expertise
and representation, This group would replace the headquarters planning and programming

division (exceptsome minor federally mandated tasks) without affecting the regional work at all
Therefore, itwould notadd an additional layer of bureaucracy and would actually cost less than

the presentefforts.
We ask for your support and urge you to move the bill.

Very Truly Yours,

QUALITY ASPHALT PAVING, INC.

V. President
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EXCLUSIVE LANDSCAPING & PAVING, INC.

General Contractor

Conlractoo LICClikH 22789
Busin*" Liguiisu 1932J;*

P.O. BOX 58136 Oflicc ass-sB33 1570 Richardson Highway
Fairbanks. Alaska <19711-0136 Fox asB-soaiy North Pole, Alaska 99705-5943

February 9, 1998
To; House Transportation Committee

Subject: House Bill No 227
"An Act relating to the Alaska Capital Inprovement Project
Authority; relating to the powers and duties of the DOT/PF:

And providing for an effective date.”
Dear Committee Mermber;

Wc are in support of H it 227. Lack of stability in the State's transportation program lias
been and continues to be a problem since Statehood. It is easy to understand because the
control is with the Governor/Commissioner and therefore subject to sudden changes
primarily based on political considerations, The average longevity o f the DOT/PF
Commissioners has been 19 years each, not exactly a record to assure stability.

The resulting uncertainties have had negative effects on commrerce in general and more
specifically on the industries dealing with insurance and bonding, manufacturing ad
supply, unions and labor, contractars, local Governments, the Legislature and other
entities involved in transportation and public facilities

While a full commission to administer DOT/PF would be preferable, creation ofa
"Capital Improvement Project Authority” is the best approach at the present, 31 ofthe 50
States have adopted a"Board” or "Commission” approach to solve this problem

A saven member group, representing the three modes of transportation (land, air, weter)
and public facilities, on a geographic kesis, serving staggered tens, assures a broad bese
of expertise and representation This group would replace the headquarters planning ad
programming division (except sone minor Federally mandated tasks) without effecting
the regional work at all. Therefore it would not add an additional layer of bureaucracy
and would actually cost less than the presernt efforts.

We ask for your support and urge you to move the bill.

Sincerely,






FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 246 |

1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: Dept. Affected: DOT&PF

Title: George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge BRU: Engineering and Operations
Component: Engineering and Operations

Sponsor: Representative Ogan

Requester House Transportation COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 547

(Thousands of Dollars)

Expenditures/Revenues
FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY 01 FY 02 FY 03

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 0.0 | 0.0.] 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF M atch

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any currentyear (FY97) cost: $ 0.0

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page ifnecessary)

The department does not anticipate additional costs associated with renaming this bridge.

Phone: 465-3900

Prepared by: Sam Kito Il
Special Assistant
D'vision: O ffice of the Cqgm missioner/—>\ . S) Vv D ate; 41171797
A D ate: 4/17/97_

Approved by:

Departmentof Transportation and Public Facilities

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution informalion, call the Governor's Legislative Office

Agency:

(Rev 01/97) 97fisno.xIs/SSK Page 1 of 1



A laska State Legislature

State Capitol, Rm 128
Juneau, Alaska 99801
907-465-3878

Fax: 907-465-3265
1-800-862-3878

Co-Chair Resources Committee
Special Committee on Oil & Gas
Legislative Council

Community and Regional Affairs
Fisheries

Representative Scott Ogan
House District 27

SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR HB 246
An Act namlnf state hridge #19

"George W PamerMemonaanﬁge

BILL BASIS
The Matanuska River Bridge, or more commonly referred to as the bridge that goes over

the Matanuska River on the Old Glenn Hwy, will soon become a bike path. New bridge
construction is taking shape alongside the older structure, where traffic will eventually be
rerouted. HB 246 was prepared in compliance with Alaska Statute Section 19.10.085
which require bridge names be given through legislation, and if passed will become Alaska
Statute Section 35.40.100. In addition, | have prepared this legislation in response to
requests from district constituents and local government.

BACKGROUND
Currently, there is an effort underway to name the new structure the "George IV. Palmer

Memorial Bridge." Spearheading that effort is an energetic ten-year old Palmer resident,
Justin Kaucic of Boy Scout Troop 325. Others in support of naming this bridge the
George fV. Palmer Memorial Bridge are the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, City of

Palmer, and 401 Mat-Su Valley residents.

HISTORICAL BASIS

George W. Palmer arrived in Alaska during the year 1875. He operated a trading post in
the late 1800's along a bank of the Matanuska River, in fact near the site where the new
bridge is to be built. It's been about one hundred years since George used tin lined boxes
to protect the post's supplies from bugs and weather along the river, and he is still
remembered as resourceful, industrious, and as one of Alaska's early and true pioneers.
George died in 1935, but in 1951 when a small Alaska city incorporated, it chose the
name of Palmer to rellect its pioneering spirit and the independence of George W. Palmer.

BACK-UP
Matanuska-Susitna Valley governments and residents seek to extend this remembrance to

include the new bridge being built near the site of George Palmer's old trading post. | am
asking for your support of HB 246 during this final step in the legislative process.

Matanuska-Susitna Borough's Resolution No. 97-008

City of Palmer Resolution No. 1199
Four hundred one (401) Mat-Su Valley resident petition signatures
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HOUSE BILL NO. Vv \ b
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY REPRESENTATIVE OGAN

Introduced:
Referred:

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act naming the George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 35.40 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 35.40.100. George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge. Bridge number 1951
on the Old Glenn Highway over the Matanuska River is named the George W. Palmer

Memorial Bridge.

1-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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By; L. DeVilbiss
Action:

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
RESOLUTION NO, 97-008

A RESOLUTAC I OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY IN SUPPORT
OF A PROPOSAL TO NAME THE NEW BRIDGE OVER THE MATANUSKA RIVER ON
THE OLD GLENN HIGHWAY THE "GEORGE W. PALMER MEMORIAL BRIDGE."

WHEREAS, First Claes Scout Justin L. Kaucic, of Boy Scout
Troop 325, 1is working on a Life Scout service project; and

WHEREAS, Boy Scout Kaucic is asking the borough to support his
proposal to name the new bridge over the Matanuska River on the 0ld
Glenn Highway as the "George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge"; and

WHEREAS, George W. Palmer arrived in Alaska in 1875; ar.d

WHEREAS, George W. Palmer was hired by the Alaska Commercial
Company to manage their store at Knik; and

WHEREAS, George W. Palmer established a trading post near the
site of the new bridge over the Matanuska River on the 0ld Glenn
Highway in 1897; and

WHEREAS, the city of Palmer was incorporated ir. 1951 and was
named for George W. Palmer.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Matanuska-Susitna
aorough Assembly supports the proposal to name the new bridge over
the Matanuska River on the 0ld Glenn Highway the "George W. Palmer
Memorial Bridge."

Page 1 of 2 Resolution No. 97-008
IM NO. 97-Q*
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4*
ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this - day

of 1997.
y
s~\ S
Vel .tfs e e
v =BARBARA LACHER Borough Mayor
ATTEST I

ujj An y

ANDRAA. DILLON, Borough Clerk

(SEAL)

Page 2 of 2 - Resolution No. 97-008
IM No. 97-&5L



CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA

RESOLUTION NO. 1119

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A PROPOSAL TO. NAME THE BRIDGE ON THE OLD
GLENN HIGHWAY THE "GEORGE W, PALMER MEMORIAL BRIDGE."

WHEREAS, FirLJ Class Scout Juatin L. Kaucic, of Boy Scout
Troop 325, in working on a Ufa Scout service project; and

WHEREAS, Boy Scout Kaucic la asking the borough to support his
proposal to noma thn now bridge ovar the Matanuska River on the 0Old
Glenn Highway no the "George W. Palmar Memorial Bridge"; and

WHEREAS, George W. Palmer arrived in Alaska in 1675; and

whereas, George W. Palmer wa« hired by the Alaska Commercial
Company to manage their store at Knik; and

WHEREAS, George W. Palmer established a trading post near the
site of tho new bridge over the Matanuska River on the 0ld Glenn
Highway in 1897; and

WHEREAS, the city of Palmer wae incorporated in 1951 and was
named for George W. Palmer.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Palmer
supports the proposal to name the new bridge over tho Matanuska
River on tho Old Glenn Highway the "George W. Palmer Memorial
Bridge."

Adopted by the Palmer City Council this day of
1997

THOMAS C. SMITH, CITY CLKRK



BRIDGE NAMING PETITION

co '
S 1 support naming tlaa new bridge over the Matanuska River on the OIld Glenn Hwy. "The
é_Qeorqe W. Palmer Memorial Bridge.1

£ Project Coordinator: Justin L. Kaucic, 745-2554 *
ce
SPrinted Name Signature Address Zip Phone D ate-
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B RID G E N AMING

&

PETIT IO N

I support naming the new bridge over the Matanuska River on the OId Glenn Hwy. "The
George W> Palmer Memorial Bridge."
&B Project Coordinator: Justin L. Kaucic, 745-2554
Printed Name signature Address Phone
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_ & *1's*h o it$,0 U kz,tem s*
QOW4- 1Jejls Hes- AE7l BEL?- fIkK. 7%</f frere? 57y:
fit K. 9 N - 3 ~ 7 |
tyv |
9 lg&NEiX P *V i\b'st> Hcaf'&éxlZ K - fiskK  "pfS L AT&L
S. zTwfto_ £ [/ f i | L f i f [/ f vy O &faseriS
10 A . C h i m e s P t (> tot 9 ", '3 /ft ??2& ? H<?S-6>7S
tfe ft,o “t2 £ £ 1?7?<s'->4-frH
IAm Jaitu™ P-D .btrtm hL»-JKk M M -vlirStxt
14 fAlc/ltn /| CirT"



o

u
ml support

£3eorge W.
>
&

@P roject Coordinator:

th a
Memorial

naming
Palmer

Justin

ppintefl.Nams g,T,gnatv”

Ti.Shemj L .tA d

cu).//lx

X 3 c(L$& W J—

84 .'bo."A LQp;AN
PfNik dK
g r LfiCCiS.
VV«r
V& « <
/ 34,

BRIDGE NAMING
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BRIDGE NAMING PETITION

| support naming the new bridge over the Matanuska River on the OIld Glenn Hwy. 1LThe
George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge.”
Project Coordinator: Justin L. Kaucic, 745-2554
Printed Name Signature_ Address Zip Phone D ate
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THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT(S)
HAVE BEEN REFILMED TO
ASSURE LEGIBILITY OR PAGINATION

Central Microfilm Services
Departement o f Education
State of Alaska

Rev. 6/98
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B RID G E N A M ING PETIT IO N

| support naming the new bridge over the Matanuska River on the OId Glenn Hwy. “The
George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge."

Project Coordinator: Justin L. Kaucic, 745-2554

Printed Name Signature Addrgjs,s, Phone Pate
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BRIDGE NAMING PETITION
I support naming the new bridge over the Matanuska River on the OIld Glenn Hwy. “The
George W. Palmar Memorial Bridge.”
Project Coordinator: Justin L. Kaucic, 745-2554
Printg.d.-NarDe Signature Address Zip Phone .Date
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SEN' BYIMAT § BCROUGH
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BRIDGE NAMING PETITION

I support naming the new bridge over the M atanuska River on the OIld Glenn Hwy. “The
George W, Palmer Memorial Bridge

Project Coordinator: Justin L. Kaucic, 745-2554
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BRIDGE NAMING PETITION

new bridge over the M atanuska River on the OId Glenn Hwy* "The
morial Bridge.ll

Justin' L. Kaucic, 745-2554
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X support naming the new bridge over the M atanuska River on the OIld Glenn Hwy. "The
George W. Palmer Memorial Bridge."
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BRIDGE NAMING PETITION

£1 support naming tho new bridge over the M atanuska River on the OId Glenn Hwy* gThe
SS-gyge W, Rainier Memorial Bridge.”

SProject Coordinator: Justin L. Kaucic, 745-2554
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