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This bill reduces the exemption allowed on an individual's Permanent Fund Dividend (PFD) that was protected

from levy, execution, garnishment, attachment, or any other remedy for the collection of debt, from 45% to 30%.

Cumbersome wording regarding the timing of payment is also eliminated.
This amended version of the bill will have no fiscal effects on the Permanent Fund Dividend program.
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 254(FIN) LEVY ON PERMANENT FUND DIVIDEND

“An Act relating to the exemption from levy, execution, garnishment, attachment, or other remedy for the collection
of debt as applied to a permanent fund dividend.”
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Consumer Special Cretfrt Services
f\0 Box 102680
Anchorage. AK 9D510-2680

April 29, 1998
Re: Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend Senate Bill 254

As a representative for National Bank of Alaska, 1 can"t express
enought the importance of receiving as much money as we can for
unpaid loans that we have obtained a judgement on. At the
present time we are only reciving 55% (garnishment) of Alaska's
Permanent Fund Dividend, for the most part, this only allows us
to pay the interest due on moat of our loans instead of reducing

the principal balance.

IfT we were able to garnish 100% of the Permanent Fund Dividend,
we would be able to reduce the balance on these loans
substantially and possibly pay most of them off. With
individuals that are receiving che permanent fund dividend, we
would not be taking anything away from them since this is "free
money" that the State of Alaska is giving us. Nobody is above
the law and our local business®"s should be treated the same as
private citizens and benefit from this wonderful advantage of
being able to attach the Permanent Fund Dividend for 100%.

I would also like to stress that if you have a judgement against
you, you should not have the right to a portion of the money
distributed by the State of Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend. |
understand that child support and state agencies can garnish up
to 100% of the Permanent Fund Dividend and we should be given

that same opportunity.

We at National Bank of Alaska fully support this bill that you
are trying to pass and any assistance that we can provide, please

contact me at (907) 257-3256

Paul® Harris (J
Senior Vice-President
Consumer Lending

ccC






All 1

Representative Norm Rokeberg
House Labor & Commerce Committee
Via Facsimile: 907-465-2040 V

Dear Representative Rokeberg:

The Alaska Credit Union League and its member credit unions are in support of SB 254

(PFD Garnishment) that passed the Senate on March 19, 1998. We are pleased that a hearing is
scheduled for April 29 on SB 254. This hill, if adopted, will benefit the vast majority of Alaska’s
300,000 credit ur on members  This legislation will enable credit unions to recover a greater
portion of loan losses which will result in lowe:* loan rates for the borrowers who voluntarily pay

their loans.

The Alaska Credit Union League is a state trade association representing Alaska’s 13 credit
unions

Sincerely,
0

Donna J. Rylander

President

cc: Representative John Cowdery fax# 465-2069
Representative Bill Hudson fax# 465-2273
Representative Joe Ryan fax# 465-4588
Representative Jerry Sanders fax# 465-3476
Representative Tom Brice fax# 465-29.37

Representative Gene Kubina fax# 465-3799

AFFILIATED WITH CREDIT UNION NATIONAL ASSOCIATION



SENATOR LOREN LEMAN Northwest Anchorage

716 W 4th Ave, Suite 520, Anchorage, AK 9y501 (907) 258-8189  Session: State Capitol, Juneau, AK 99801 (907) 465-2095

Web Site: http://www.akrcpublicans.org/Leman.htm Email: Senator_Lorcn_Lcman@Icgis.statc.ak.us
Memorandum
TO: Representative Norman Rokeoerg, Chairman
House Labor & Commerce Committee
FROM: Senator Loren Leman, Chairman”/17'"A
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee, Sponsor
DATE: March 27, 1998
RE: Hearing Request - Senate Bill 254, Levy On Permanent Fund Dividend

| respectfully request that you schedule SB 254 at your earliest convenience.

This legislation increases the percentage of a PFD check that private parties can garnish
from persons who are in a state of fin- icial default, from the 55% allowed under existing

law to 80%.

SB 254 is supported by the Alaska State Chamber of Commerce, the Alaska Bankers
Association, the Alaska Credit Union League, and many private businesses across the

state.

Attached are a sponsor statement and a copy of the bill.


http://www.akrcpublicans.org/Leman.htm
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Alaska State Legislature
Senate

. . State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

Labor & Commerce Comm ittee

Sponsor Statement - CS for Senate Bill 254 (FIN)

“An Act relating to the exemption from levy, execution, garnishment, attachment, or
other remedy for the collection of debt as applied to a permanent fund dividend.”

Senate Bill 254 amends Title 43, Chapter 23 regarding the use of permanent fund dividends to
satisfy debts. Existing law at AS 43.23.065 provides that 45 percent of a person’s permanent fund
dividend is exempt from garnishment, attachment, or any other remedy to collect on financial
obligations when the debtor is in a state of default. Therefore, debtors in Alaska can under most
circumstances shield 45 percent of their dividend cneck from persons or businesses seeking to collect.

There currently are some exceptions to this general rule: the 45 percent exemption does not
apply to child support obligations, court ordered fines, claims on defaulted Alaska student loans, or any
debt owed to an agency of the state. Under these and a few other narrowly defined circumstances, the
stale requires that 100 percent of the dividend be made available to meet the debtor’s obligation.

The existing PFD garnishment provisions are inequitable and contradictory. The state can seize
the entire amount of a dividend to satisfy its claims, but private parties such as small businesses, credit
unions, landlords, or car dealers are limited in the amount they can garnish. The message sent,
whether intentional or not, is that when contractual obligations are violated, agencies of the state have
a greater right than private parties to settle their outstanding claims.

As originally introduced, Senate Bill 254 completely eliminated the dividend exemption,
allowing state agencies and private parties alike to collect 100 percent. However, an amendment
approved by the Labor & Commerce Committee restored the exemption but lowered it from 45 percent
to 30 percent. The Senate Finance Committee further amended the bill by lowering the exemption
from 30 to 20 percent. Thus, the amended hill allows private parties to collect 80 percent of a dividend
check, while state agencies will continue to collect 100 percent.

SB 254 narrows the gap between what state agencies and businesses are able to collect. When
businesses arc unable to recover monies lawfully owed them by persons in default, the losses are
recovered by passing the costs on to honest, law-abiding consumers. The current 45 percent
exemption for dividends is essentially a “hidden tax” on the majority of financially responsible
consumers. Defaulters get to keep their dividend checks, while the majority of Alaskans end up
providing an involuntary subsidy for their financial irresponsibility.

Prepared by Mike Pauley, Staff Aide to Senator Loren Leman (465-3841)
Last updated: March 12,1998



Supporters of Senate Bill 254

(Legislation reducing PFD garnishmentexemption from 45% to 20% )

m Affordable Loan Company

H Alaska Bankers Association

m Alaska Credit Union League

H Alaska State Chamber of Commerce

H Cal Worthington Ford

H Doctors’ Collection Service

B Johnson Nissan/Jeep/Eagle (Anchorage)
m Ketchikan Credit Bureau, Inc.

m National Bank of Alaska

m Northland Credit

m Superior Financial Service Corporation



217 2nd Street, Suite 20
(907)586-2323 FAX 463-5515 * =

tiR 18 1998

March 18,1998

Senator Loren Leman
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Leman:

The Alaska State Chamber of Commerce urges your support of CS for Senate Bill 254 (Finance),
reducing the percentage of the Permanent Fund Dividend that is exempt from levy by creditors
from 45% to 20%, which is on the Senate Calendar today.

Under current law, the State can take 100% of an individual’s Permanent Fund Dividend for
debts owed the State, such as student loans, child support, and so forth. However, creditors in
the private sector have little more than half of the Dividend available to them to satisfy their
credit claims. This legislation would increase to 80% the amount private sector business could

levy for debt collection.

Uncollectible debts hamper business growth, and the Alaska State Chamber believes CS for
SB 254 (Finance) is a measure to improve Alaska’s business environment. We would appreciate

your support.

Sincerely,

Pamela La Bolle
President



Ate&a Bankov Association
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March 10, 1990

SanvfcaX Drue Pearoe, Co-Chaiwun
Senator Bart Sharp, Co-Chairmen
Senate Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol, Mail Stop 3100
Junauu, Al««k4 39001-1182

RK» SB 254 - flarnishmeat, Attachment and Levy of
Permanent Fund Dividends

Dear Co-Chainwm Pearce and Sharp

The Alaska Bankers Association supports snd rec»w»cnd« passage of
sb-254, an act increasing "up to 100$ the amount®™ of an annual permanent
fund dividend payable thet nay be taken through levy, execution,
Jjf&rnlehwenfc attachment or other remedy.

Since

E O J L

Jerry K, Weaver
secretary/Treasurer

ocl Senators Donley, Parnell, Phillip*, Torgerson, Adams
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Consumer Special Credit Services
P.0. Bo* 102690
Anchorage. AK 99510-2960

January 28, 1998

Senator Loren Leman®"a Office
716 West 4th Avenue. Suite 520
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

RE: Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend

As a representative for National Bank of Alaska, | can"t express
enough the importance of receiving as much money as we can Tfor
unpaid loans that we have obtained a judgement on. At the precent
time we are o0."ly receiving 45V (garnishment) of Alaska“"s
permanent fund dividend, for the most part, this only allows us
to pay the intex-est due on moat of our loans instead of reducing

the principal balance.
If we were able to garnish 100% of the permanent fund dividend,

we would be able to reduce the balance on these loans
substantially and possibly pay most of them off. With

individuals that are receiving the permanent fund dividend, we
would not be taking anything away from them since this is "free
money”” that the state of Alaska is giving us. Nobody 1is above

the law and our 1loCc"l business®s should be treated the same as
private citizens and benefit from this wonderful advantage of
living or operating a business in the 6tate of Alaska.

I feel that if you have a judgement against you, you should not
have the right to a portion of the money distributed by the

state of Alaska permanent fund dividend. I understand that child
support and state agencieB can garnish up to 100% of the
permanent fund dividend and we should be given that same

opportunity.

We at National Bank of Alaska fully support this bill that you
are trying to pass and any assistance that we can provide, please
**97-3256,

X



Norihland
— Credit—

JAN 2 8 1996

January 28, 1998

Senator Loren Leman
716 We3t 4th Avenue Stc 520
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Senator Lemany I|

Northland Credit Corporation proudly supports Senate Bill 254, which would allow other
entities other than those prescribed Title 43, Chapter 23 to use the permanent fund to satisfy

debts on a much larger scale. !

If businesses and private citizens were allowed to garnish 100% o e permanent fund, it
would certainly send a message to those who choose not to pay th sir debts. Wc¢ understand
that state and federal agencies should be entitled to enforce the co lection of child support
payments or other obligations owed, but to allow those who may pot tall under that criteria not

to be subject to the same penalties is biased.

As a Branch Manager for the largest wholly-owned Alaskan constjmcr finance company, | feel
it is imperative chat some adjustment be made to this statute.

Sincerely, i

Troy R. Ferguson
Branch Manager
Northland Credit Corporation

3030 Denali Suilo 11+ T'ost Offirr nnx 19M7H '+ Anchorage, AIi»k.ij9IiS|té—667|I * Fax (007) 562-2150
rhone (JOY) Sr.2-n266 + loll-Free in Alaska (000) 640266



John E. Low
Post Office Box 90608
Anchorage ,Alaska C9509-0608

January 28,1998

The Honorable Loren Leman

Chairman, Senate Labor & Commerce Committee
State Capitol, Room 115

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Leman:

| am writing to express my support for Senate Bill 254. | strongly urge you and your
colleagues to vote in favor of this legislation.

My reasons for supporting this bill go back to an unpleasant experience that began in
1995. | own afour-plex apartment in Anchorage with my mother. We had one
tenant living there with her dog and cat when we purchased the property in 1S93.

In September of 1995 | noticed several cats in the apartment and | had received
complaints of smells coming from her unit. When | asked her about the cats, she
stated she owned six of them. This prompted me to give her notice of my intent to
terminate our rental agreement. All of this caught me by surprise. | had only
entered the apartment on two occasions, and it seemed to have been well-
maintained. | should have been suspicious as she generally wouldn't answer the
door and all the curtains would be closed to keep her privacy. She also put
wallpaper over her back sliding door, apparendy to hide the mess. She was turning
the apartment into a cat sanctuary.

When | reclaimed the unit on November 1, 1995, 1 found eight abandoned cats. The
apartment was filled with pet waste. The kitchen window had been left open for the
cats to come and go as they pleased. Other damage included shredded walls from cat
claws, and urine-soaked carpets along with underlying wood floors. All carpets,
vinyl, even the refrigerator and oven had to be replaced because of the cat waste.

The clean-up process was time consuming and discouraging. | tried to hire house
cleaners, but when one potential cleaner entered the unit her eyes began to water
from the urine smell. She ended up running out, saying she could not participate.
Consequently | did most of the work myself with limited help from two others and
acarpenter. | worked every day of November and most every day of December to
prepare for anew tenant. | used three ozone machines to eliminate the smell,
talked to every possible expert and analyzed every option. | could not resolve the
problem — the smell still returns each summer. It was the most frustrating job |
ever undertook, and my time for repairs totaled more than two hundred hours.



The Honorable Loren Leman

Senate Labor & Commerce Committee
January 28,1998

Page 2

| tried to contact the former tenant responsible for the damage. She hung up on me,
and | have never seen her again. Since she would not talk, | wrote a letter specifying
the damage she caused. This was also ignored. Given that her security deposit had
been only $450,1 began the long process of suing her. | filed acomplaint and had her
served. Once again, she did not respond. | estimated the damage at more than
$8,000. | asked for ajudgment of $5,000, which was the small claims limit at the
time. The former tenant finally communicated via telephone at a default judgment

hearing, and she admitted to the liability of $5,000.

Then | proceeded to collect by hiring an investigator. | paid a process server the $75
fee to seize any bank account in Anchorage held by the former tenant. She had no
bank account. | then discovered | could not garnish her wages because of the
generous exemptions that state law allows for debtors who have judgments against

them.

It seemed my only hope was to seize her Permanent Fund dividend check, which |
have done twice so far. It's asmall help, but gains very little because of the
exemptions that also apply to this area. Assuming that the amount of the annual
dividend check remains reasonably stable, and assuming the debtor does not leave
the state, it will take more than 13 years for me to collect this debt. If the Legislature
eliminates the exemption on dividend checks, | could collect the debt in
approximately 6 and 1/2 years.

This apartment is the only rental property my mother and | own. Because of what
one irresponsible person did, we could not draw any income from it for eleven
months. 1 trusted her not to ruin my property and she violated that trust. | urge the
Legislature to change this law so that | can be justly compensated for my loss.

John Low



Superior Financial Service Corporation

22h E. 7lh Avenue Anchorage, Alaska 99501 (907) 276-0444 « Fax (907) 258-9051

January 29, 1998 FEB 02 1998

Senator Loren Leman
State Capitol Room #115
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Senate Bill #254

Dear Senator Leman:

I would like to extend my appreciation, on behalf of Superior Financial Service, Corp.,
for your efforts regarding SB 254.

SB 254 will give us, and other creditors, an equitable way to collect a debt that is legally
due.

Superior Financial Service, Corp. strongly supports SB 254 and would like to show our
support. If we can assist in any way please let us know.

Once again, thank you Senator Leman.

Linda Mendenhall

Account Representative
Superior Financial Service, Corp.
(907) 276-0444



Affordable Loan Company

JAN 28 Mg

Senator Loren Leman
State Capital Room 115
Juneau, Ak. 99801

Ref: Senate Bill number 254

Dear Senator Leman:

I would personally like to thank your office for the efforts
you have put forth with this bill. This will give us, and any
other creditor, the right to be equal in our efforts to collect a

debit that is legally due and payable.

bill and will be trying to gather

We strongly support this
Please let uc know if there is any

other support for this bill.
way we can be of assistance.
efforts, and mostly for your

Again, thank you for you
The creditors in the State of

concern of fairness for everyone.
Alaska will benefit from this bill greatly.

Sincerely,
vta-cha

Jackie Brock
manager

4660 CAMBELL +  ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 999403 + (907) 362-7311



JOHNSON

JAN 28 1998

Junuuiy 28,1998

Senator Loren Leman
State Capitol Room #113
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Senate Bill #254

Dear Senator Leman:

| would like to extend my ilnccre appreciation to your office, for the c/fort you have put forward in regards
to Senate Bill #254. This will help give us, and our fellow creditor’s, the right to be equal in our ciTorU to
collect a debt that ic legally owod

Johnson Nissan/ Jeep / Eiglc strpng_I?/ supports Saute Bill #254. We arc attempting, at this lime, to rally
as much support as we can for thisbill. 1Tthere Isany way we can be ofassistance to you or your office,

please call mo at the number below.

Thank you for your cfTorts. and most of all your concern for everyone Involved. We at Johnson Nissan /
Jeep / Eagle promote fairness to everyone involved, including the debtor. All the creditor | in the State of
Alaska will benefit greatly if It's passed. Again, ifthere’s anything we can do. please lei mo know.

Johnson Nissan/ Jeep / Eagle
Collection# Manager
(907) 762-5253

cc: Kim.
Jackie

4740 OLD SEWARD HIGHWAY = ANCHORAGE. ALASKA OTS03
@) 661-1750



28 January 1998

Ref: Garnishment of PFD Checks

Dear Senator Leman,

| scrongly support Senate Bill 254. Since the Alaska PFD is
basically a gift, not earned money, 1 feel that a person or private
business should be able to garnish 1002 of the PFD. | believe a
private party who has a Judgment to collect * bad debt should have
Just as much right to the whole PFD as the State of Alaska or the
Federal Government. In most cases the PFD is che only means of
garnishment and with only 55Z of the PFD a lot of debts stay at the
same amount due to the accrued interest between payments. Being
able co seize 1002 would actually reduce some of the principal amounts
of che had debcs and therefore also reduce the accrued interest.

Again, | vary strongly pupport Senate Bill 254

SineAralv.

lu'v Gamlxfll « Anchorage, Alaska W501-5.19% « (JO7| 27rt-5.1l



To: Represenative Norm Rokeberg From john low 9072450176 Al7196 16 1510 Page Lof 1

April 7, 1998 John Low
Box 90608

Anchorage, AK 99509
PH# 245-0176

Dear Representative Rokeberg,

| would like you to schedule acommittee vote for SB 254. This is the
legislation that reduces the exemption to 20% for PFD garnishments. With
your experience in the real estate business | am sure you must experience the
frustration landlords face when they try to collect on judgments from reckless
tenants. That was how | gut started in this as a property owner.
Over ayear ago | asked Senator Leman to sponsor this legislation because of
the excessive and frustrating difficulties the legislature established for me to
collect on my one courtjudgment. | was wronged very badly by an
individual and due to the laws my only chance of recouping the loss is
garnishing their PFD check. Under the old law it will take me over eleven
years to collect. This legislation comes down to one word "Justice™. 1 do not
understand why we have spent so much effort of time and money to establish
asmall claims process that a plaintiff can rarely collect on when they win. |
can't imagine any single legislation that could do more to enhance the rights
of civil law victims then SB 254. Although | would like to see a amendment
added to the bill the reduces the exemption or better yet eliminates it the way

Senator Leman originally wrote it.

Sincerely,

John Low



ALASKA CREDIT UNION LEAGUE

SUITE 650, 4000 CREDIT UNION DRIVE
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503-6647
(907) 562-1255 » Fax (907) 563-7676

E-mail: akleague@meteor.org

April 8,1998

Representative Norm Rokeberg
House Labor & Commerce Committee

Via Facsimile: 907-465-2040

Dear Representative Rokeberg.

The Alaska Credit Union League and its member credit unions are in support of SB 254

(PFD Garnishment) that passed the Senate on March 19, 1998. We urge you to schedule SB 254

for a hearing as soon as possible. This bill, if adopted, will benefit the vast majority of Alaska’s

300,000 credit union members. This legislation will enable credit unions to recover a greater
portion of loan losses which will result in lower loan rates for the borrowers who voluntarily pay

theu loans.

The Alaska Credit Union League is a state trade association representing Alaska’s 13 credit
unions.

Sincerely,

Donna J. Rylander
President

cc: Representative John Cowdery
Representative Bill Hudson
Representative Joe Ryan
Representative Jerry Sanders
Representative Tom Brice
Representative Gene Kubina

AFFILIATED WITH rw”niT Tiwmw math-imAl ACCn/'|ATIAKI
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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
PERMANENT FUND DIVIDEND DIVISION

SUMMARY OF INVOLUNTARY ATTACHMENTS FOR DIVIDEND YEARS 1997 AND 1996
As of January 29,1998

Total Total Total Total _
Claims  Claims ~ Amountof  Unpaid Claims  Claims Amountof  Unpaid
Agencies Requested Paid  Claims Paid  Claims Requested Paid  Claims Paid  Claims

Bankruptcy 201 178 226,358 23 136 114 126,965 22

CSED 12,051 10,890 11,325,803 1,161 11,751 10,804 9,948,642 947

PSED 10,916 9061 10,763,807 1,855 8,952 7443 7,836,429 1,509

State Agencies 11,769 5,259 1,850,095 6,510 10,257 5,033 1643122 5224

IRS* 20,206 1 713 *20205 21418 16,452 13874801 4,966

Court Ordered

Restitution 65 53 62,098 12 46 32 31,521 14

Court Ordered

Fines 15,798 7,905 2,062,671 7,893 12,281 5,348 1,270,722 6,933

Other Writs &

Certified

Serwces 18,717 9,733 5,321,983 8,984 15543 7210 3,558,836 8,333
Totals: 89.723  43.080 31.613.528 26438 80.384 52436 38.291.039  27.948

*In 1997, the IRS was experiencing difficulties with its computer
system and, as a result, withdrew Its attachments.

i.\diroclor\nancl\sh 254\Lovies.xisShoot! | 1/29/98 12:43 PM



ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
PERMANENT FUND DIVIDEND DIVISION

SUMMARY OF VOLUNTARY AND INVOLUNTARY ATTACHMENTS FOR 1982 - 1997
As of January 29,1998

IAD«»etor\Ninci\SQ 2S4\L»v>»1 »1jSh*«t2

YEAR

1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997

Total:

AMOUNT
27

88

50
185
17,422
35,286
44,990
31,204
38,056
42,961
52,499
59,888
69,863
84,554
85,059
94.386

656,518

1/29/98 11 19 AM



8§ 43.23.060 Revenue and Taxation 378

(4) assist residents of the state, particularly in rural areas, who because of language,
disability, or inaccessibility to public transportation need assistance to establish eligibil-
ity and to apply for permanent fund dividends;

(5) use a list of individuals ineligible for a dividend under AS 43.23.005(d) provided
annually by the Department of Corrections and the Department of Public Safety to
determine the number and identity of those individuals;

(6) adopt regulations that are necessary to implement AS 43.23.005(d);

(7) adopt regulations that establish procedures for the parent, guardian, or other
authorised representative ofa disabled individual to apply for prioryear permanent fund
dividends not received by the disabled individual because no application was submitted
on behalfof the individual;

(8) adopt regulations that establish procedures for an individual to apply to have a
dividend warrantreissued ifitisreturned to the department as undeliverable or it is not
paid within two years of the date of its issuance; however, the department may not
establish a time limit within which an application to have a warrant reissued must be
filed. (§ 1ch 102 SLA 1982; am § 2 ch 55 SLA 1983; am § 3 ch 43 SLA 1984; am § 3 ch
54 SLA 1988; am § 5ch 68 SLA 1990; am § 14 ch 4 SLA 1992; am § 1ch 64 SLA 1993;

am § 5ch 46 SLA 1996)

Revisor's notes. — Section I1, ch. 99, SLA 1985
amends this section. The amendment i effective if
g 1, ch. 99, SLA 1985 is re;[)ealed (see § 25, ch. 99,

LA 1985). |fthe amendment becomes law, the section
will read: “The department shall

rural areas, who because of IanguaFe, disability, or
InaCCESSIbIh’[% to public. transportafion need assis-
tance to establish eligibility and to apply for perma-
nent fund dividends; and ~ S

rovide, the commissioner of administration

] H YT . 5 . . . P
(1) annually make payments to individuals who Wlt51 )_mpformatlon necessary to maintain individual
elect to receive cash under AS 43.23.005(d); annuity account records and administer the annuity

5
2) adopt requlations under the A(Jmlnlstratlve
Procedure Act (AS 44.62) that establish procedures
and time limits_for duiming a permanent fund divi-
dend or for eIe,cth an annuity credit; the department
shall s¢« the time fimit for applications for permanent
fund dividends so that the number of eligible a%pll-
cants is determined hv October 1 ofthe year for which

program.” . _

Under § 5, ch. 64, SLA 1993, the optional longevity
bonus program of former paragraph F9J) was repealed
effective July 1, 1995 because, as of June 30, 1995,
fewer than 5,000 individuals had elected to partici-
pate in the program.

the dividend is declared and'permanént fund divi-
dends for a year are paid before April 30 of the year
following that year, L
"(3) adopt requlations under the Administrative
Procedure Act (AS 4-162) that establish procedures
and time limits for an individual uPon emancipation
or upon reaching muijority to apply for permanent
fund dividends not credited or received durln? minor-
ity because the parent, guardian, or other authorized
L%rj_resentatlve id not apply on behalfof the individ-

“l4) assist residents of the state, particularly in
NOTES TO

. State, Dcp't ofRevenue, 838
); gtate, Dep't of Revenue v.

)
aska 1993)

Sec. 43.23.065. Exemption of and

Effect of amendments. — The 1988 amendment
deleted “and" at the end of paragraph (3), and added
paragraphs (5) and (6)

The 1990 amendment, effective January 1, 1991,
added paragraph (7). .

The 1992 amendment, effective Januar)r] 1, 1993,
rewrote paragraph (2) and added paragra %%).

The 1993 "amendment, effective September 20,
1993, added former paragraph (9).

The 1996 amendment, effective August 27, 1996,
(r:%\gvr;otee paragraph (5) and made a minor stylistic

DECISIONS

. [Repealed, § 22 ch 102 SLA 1982.]

levy on permanent fund dividends.

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this section, 45 percent of the annual permanent fund
dividend payable to an individual is exempt from levy, execution, garnishment, attach-
ment, orany other remedy for the collection of debt. This exemption applies to an eligible
individual’s permanent fund dividend both before and after payment is made to the
individual. No other exemption applies to a dividend. Notwithstanding other laws, a writ
of execution upon a dividend that has not been delivered to the debtor may be served on
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the commissioner by certified mall, return receipt requested. Upon receipt ofa writ by
certified mail, return receiptrequested, the commissioner shall deliver that portion ofthe
dividend executed upon to the court along with the case name ana number.

(b) An exemption is not available under this section for permanent fund dividends
taken to satisfy

(1) child support obligations required by court order or decision of the child support
enforcement agency under AS 25.27.140 — 25.27.220;

(2) court ordered restitution under AS 12.55.045 — 12.55.051, 12.55.100, or AS
47.12.120(bX4);

3) claims on defaulted scholarship loans under AS 43.23.067;

4) court ordered fines;

5) writs of execution under AS 09.35 ofajudgment that is entered

A) against a minor in a civil action to recover damages and court costs;.

(B) under AS 34.50.020 against the parent, parents, or legal guardian of an
unemancipated minor; “m

(6) a debt owed by an eligible individual to an agency of the state, unless the debt is
contested and an appeal is pending, or the time limit for filing an appeal has not expired,

(7) a debt owed to a person for a program for the rehabilitation of perpetrators of
domestic violence required under AS 12.55.101, AS 18.66.100(c)(15), AS 25.20.061(3), or
AS 33.16.150(f)(2). C

(c) Claims listed in (b) ofthis section have priority in the order listed over other claims
onapermanent fund dividend whether payments are sought through legal actions for the
collection of debts or through assignments from the debtor.

(d) Ailassignment ofor levy, execution, garnishment, attachment, or other remedy for
the collection of debt applied to a dividend for a year may not be accepted by the
department before April 1 of that same year. AS 09.38.080(c) and 09.38.085 do not apply
to a levy on a permanent fund dividend. The department shall include the case number
with a dividend or portion ofa dividend transmitted to the court ini response to a writ of
execution or other court order. At the time payment is made to the court, the department
shall send to the individual at the address provided in the individual's dividend
application and to the court that issued the writ or order a notice that contains

(1) notification thatall orpartofthe individual’s dividend has been seized under a writ
of execution or court order; ’

(2) the name and address of the court that issued the writ or order;

(3) the CEi3e number for which the writ or order was issued;

(4) the amount seized under the writ or order; and

(5) notification that the individual has 30 days from the date the notice is mailed in
which to file with the court an objection to the seizure if a mistake has been made. (§ 1
ch 102 SLA 1982; am § 1ch 157 SLA 1984; am § 1ch 57 SLA 1985;am § 67 ch 138 SLA
1986; am § 3 ch 26 SLA 1989; am § 3 ch 198 SLA 1990; am 8§ 3, 4 ch 52 SLA 1992; am
§ 5¢h 113 SLA 1994; am § 3 ch 34 SLA 1995; am § 9ch 59 SLA 1996; am § 63 ch 64 SLA

1996)

Revisor's notes.— Sections 12 and 13, ch. 99, SLA  child supzoort enforcement agency under AS 47.23.140
1985, amend thi3 section and add new gb e — 47.23.220; (2) a debt owed by an eligible individual
amendments are effective if § 1, ch. 9 IS to an agency of the state, unless the debt is contested
repealed (sec § 25, ch. 93, SLA 1985). | amend-  and an“appeal is pending, or the 'time limjt for filing
ments become law, the section will read: “(a) Fifty —an appeal has not exgwed; org?%) court ordered resti-
percentofa cash permanent fund dividend payment i3 tution under AS 12.55,045 — 12.55.0510 r 12.55.100.
exempt from levy, execution, garnishment,” attach- A child support obligation under (1) of this section has
ment, or any other re_medr for the collection of debt,  priority over a debt owed to an agency ofthe state, and
This exemption applies to an eligible individual's a permanent fund dividend may not be taken to
permanent fund dividend both before and after pay- satisfy a debt un_derJZ) of this” section until any
ment is made to the individual. An exemption is not  portion of the dividend necessary to satisfy a child
available under this section for cosh ?erm,anent fund supgort obligation has been taken, o
dividend payments token to satisfy (1) child support  “(b) The department shall require an individual to
obligations required by court order or decision of the  take "100 percent of the permanent fund dividend in

P—

P—

—_
fab)
=
o
()
—

[F%
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cash_if the department receives a IevY, execution,  debts or through assi%nments from the debtor" to
arnishment, attachment or other legal remedy for subsection Elc); and added subsection (dz.

e collection fa past due debt described in (aXU or  The 1994 amendment, effective September 1, 1994,
(2) ofthis section. In  subsection (b?}, added a reference fo AS

n
‘(c) The courts of this state may, as a condition of 47.10.080{bx4) at the end of(faragraéph (2) and made
any civil Judgiment or restitution order under AS related stylistic changes, added present paragraph
12'55.045 — 12.55.051 or 12.55.100, require the de- (5), and rédesignated Tormer paragraph (5) as para-

fendant to take the defendant's perm.tnent fund divi- gra1p_h (6). _
dend in cash." ITie 1995 amendment, effective August 17, 1995,

Cross references. — For rogperty exempt from rewrote paragraph (bX5). ,
execution generally, oee AS 09.3 The first 1996 amendment, effective September 10,

Effect of amendments. — The 1986 amendment 1996hmade a section reference substitution in para-

rewrote this section. graph (bX2). _
The 1989 amendment repealed former paragraph he second 1996 amendment, effectlveJngf 1,1996,

(bX3), relating to the court ordered (%robatlon feé, and  added paragraph (bX7) and made a related stylistic

redesignated “former paragraph (bX4) as present change. _
bX3 Editor's notes. — Section 5, ch. 26, SLA 1989

The 1990 amendment, effective Januar){ 1,1991, in grovides that the amendments to (b) of this section by
subsection (a), substituted “45 percent" for 50 per- § 3, ch, 26, SLA 1989 “do not affect the collection df
cent” in the first sentence. , Erobatlon fee pa?/ments ordered_ by a court under AS
The 1992 amendment, effective June 11, 1992 12.55.105 repealed by1§4ofth|s Act, after June 30,
added the last three sentences in_subsection (a); in 1986, and before Ma¥ 2,1989." _
subsection (b), edded paragraphs (3) and g4) redesig- ~ Section 16(1), ch. 113, SLA 1994 provides that the
nated former paragraph (3] as paragraph (5) {now (6], amendments to'(b) ofthis section by § 5, ch. 113 SLA
and made stylistic’changes; added “whetherFayments 1994 apply “to civil actions accruing on or after
are sought through legal actions for the colleCtion of September 1, 1994."

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Cited in Lauber v. Alaska (In re Browne), 101 United States, 177 Bankr. 667 (Bankr. D. Alaska
Bankr. 188 (Bankr. D. Alaska 1989); Camacho v. 1994).

Sec. 43.23.066. Claims on reimbursement for court-ordered treatment, (a) AS
09.38 does not apply to permanent fund dividends taken under AS 47.12.155(c).
Notwithstanding AS 09.35, execution on a dividend claimed under AS 47.12.155(c) is
accomplished by delivering a certified claim to the department containing the following

information:
(1) the name and social security number of the individual whose dividend is being

claimed,;

(2) the amount the individual owes on the reimbursement claim; and

(3) a statement that

(A) the Department of Health and Social Services has notified the individual that
future permanent fund dividends ofthe individual will be taken to satisfy the reimburse-
ment claim;

(B) the individual was notified of the right to request a hearing and allowed 30 days
after the date of the notice described in (A) of this paragraph to request the Department
of Health and Social Services to hold a hearing on the reimbursement claim;

(C) the reimbursementclaim has notbeen contested, or, ifcontested, that the issue has
been resolved in favor of the Department of Health and Social Services; and

(D) if the reimbursement claim has been contested and resolved in favor of the
Department of Health and Social Services, no appeal is pending, the time limit for filing
an appeal has expired, or the appeal has been resolved in favor of the Department of
Health and Social Services.

(b)  The Department of Health and Social Services shall notify the individual if a
dividend is claimed under (a) of this section. The notice shall be sent to the address
provided in the individuals permanent fund dividend application and must provide the
following information:

(1) the amount of the reimbursement claim;

(2) notice that the permanent fund dividend, or that portion of the permanent fund
dividend that does not exceed the amount of the reimbursement claim, shall be paid to
the Department of Health and Social Services; and






i FISCAL ixIOTE
No. |/

STATE OF ALASKA BL Bill Version:
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (S) Publish Date: J -ag-W

Revision Date (Note if correction): Department Affected: Labor
Title: Wage Claim Assignments to the BRU: Labor Standards & Safety
Department of Labor Component:

Sponsor: Senate Labor & Commerce Wage & Hour Administration
Senate Labor & Commerce COMPONENT SERIAL NO. J3-4L5

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

CHANGE IN REVENUE
FUND SOURCE if

FUNDING:
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipt 1
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

0.0 | 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year (FY98) impact: $ None
ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill increases the ability of the Department of Labor to assist employees with wage claims by tying the claim limit to AS
22.15.040 (small claims limit): the current limit of $5,000 would be increased to $7,500. This legislation will have no fiscal

impact on Wage and Hour Administration.

Prepared by:  Alan W. Dwyer, Director My. ij2-< Phone 465-4855
Division: Labor Standards & Safejy- A Date : 1/29/98
Approved by Commissioner:  Tom Cashen, Commissioner

1/29/98

Agency: Department of Labor Date:

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

Rev 9797 Page 1 of 1



HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
Date Referred to Committee: March 26, 1998 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action:
The LABOR AND COMMERCE Committee considered: SB 268
SENATE BILL NO. 268 EMERGENCY-MED TECHS: AUTHORITY & WAGES
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| TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

/
P.O. BOX 21149
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR JUNEAU. ALASKA 99802-1149

PHONE: (7907g 165-2700
FAX: (307) 465-2784

March 2, 1998

The Honorable Loren Leman, Chair
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 113

Juneau, AK 99801-11182

Dear Senator Leman:

During the Department of Labor"s February 24th testimony on SB 268,
Senator Kelly asked if the department charged a fee for collecting

wages owed to employees. The answer is "no."

AS 23.05.060(4) specifically prohibits the Department of Labor from
charging employees for instituting court proceedings against an
employer, and there 1is no authority in Chapter 23 statutes to

charge a fee to the employer.

Under AS 23.05.190, the Department 1is vrequired to investigate
possible violations and institute actions for penalties. In
addition to the actual wages collected, all civil penalties are

paid to the employee.

AS 23.05.210 states, "The attorney general may prosecute a civil
case arising under this chapter that 1is referred to the attorney
general by the department for that purpose.” Both the Department
of Labor and the Department of Law agree that rather than tie up
the Attorney General®s office, Small Claims Court should be
utilized whenever possible. However, AS 23.05.220(c) limits
acceptable claims to $5,000 or less. The Small Claims Court"s

maximum is now $7,500; hence, this bill would allow the Department
of Labor to gain the maximum, and most-cost efficient use of Small

Claims Court.

Sincerely,

Dwight Perkins
Legislative Liaison

cc: Senator Robin Taylor, Chair
Senate Judiciary Committee

Senator Tim Kelly
Al Dwyer, Director, LS&S



Alaska State Legislature
Senate

N . State Capitol
Offcial Business Senate Lahor nerce Committee Juneau, AK. 998011162

Sponsor Statement
SB 268: Wage Claim Assignments to Dept, of Labor

Currently, under AS 23.05.220 (c), the Department of labor is authorized to
accept claims for unpaid wages in amounts up to 35,000.00. These are claims
for unpaid last paychecks, failures to pay entirely , or failure to pay amounts
due by contract.  Such claims are often settled administratively, but when that
is not possible the department files the matter in small claims court.  Attorneys
will not pursue wage claims involving such small amounts of money. There s
not enough involved for them to collect anything for their clients and still
make a profit on the case. Opinions differ, but most attorneys in the
Employment Law Section of the Bar agree that the Department of Labor limit
should be increased. The proposed increase to 37,500 would coincide with last
year’s increase in the smail claims limit to 37,500 (ch. 33 SLA 1997).

Individuals with claims between the S5.000 limit in AS 23.05.220(c) and the
minimum profitable amount attorneys are willing to take, fall through the
cracks and can get no representation.  This increase will provide
representation for some of those wage earners who presently exceed the
State's ability to pursue, yet don't have a large enough case to attract an

attorney.

The statutory bar in As 23.05.220 exists to keep the State from infringing in the
private sector legal marketplace, taking potential clients away from the Bar.
The limit has not been amended in 21 years. Members of the Bar will not be
adversely affected by this proposal and the Alaskan wage earner will be
afforded better protection than they currently have.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
House of Representatives

INTERIM:

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
715WEST4TH AVENUE. SUrTE 640

REPRESENTATIVE NORMAN ROKEBERG. CHAIRMAN
REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COWDERY. VICE CHAIRMAN

ANCHORAGE. AK 99501
PHONE: (907)250-0191
FAX: (907)258-2916

REPRESENTATIVE 3iLL HUDSON

REPRESENTATIVEJOE RYAN

SESSION:

REPRESENTATIVE JERRY SANOERS
7*/ STATECAPITOL ROOM 24

REPRESENTATIVE TOM BRICE \
REPRESENTATIVE GENE KUBINA

COMMITTEE AIDE. SHIRLEY ARMSTRONG

COMMITTEE SECRETARY.CATHY WOOD

JUNEAU. AK 99801-1182
PHONE: (907) 465-1954
FAX (907) 465-2040

COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM 17 STATE CAPITOL

Labor and Commerce Committee

3AC:<CROUNO/LEOISLATTVE intent

This bill would increase the authority of the Department of Labor to pursue wage claims in Small Claims up to the
statutory limits for small claims actions, thereby filling a gap created by the increase in Small Claims jurisdiction
passed during the last legislative session.

ANALYSIS Or 3ILL/?BOGRAM EFFECTS

This legislation would again allow the Department of Labor to accept and pursue wage claims for straight wage and
hour violations in small claims court up to the maximum jurisdiction of the court. Until last year the Department
prosecuted claims up to S5.000 in small claims. When the Small Claims jurisdiction has increased to $7,500 a gap
was created between the statutory limits of small claims (57,500) and the statutory limits for claims assigned to the
department (55.000). This bill will correct that deficiency now and will avoid similar problems in the future by
tying the two jurisdictional limits together, setting the department’s jurisdictional limit at the small claims limit.
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Sponsor: Senate Labor & Commerce
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TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS & CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

CAPITAL

CHANGE IN REVENUE
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FUNDING:
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipt
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year (FY98) impact: s
ANALYSIS:

None

FISCAL NOTE No. |

BILL NO Bill Version:
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(Thousands of Dollars)
FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill would establish that the most current editions of the Uniform Plumbing, Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub, and the
Solar Energy Codes are applicable unless the department establishes a different code by regulation. This legislation will have

no fiscal impact on Mechanical Inspection.

Prepared by:  Alan W. Dwyer, Director U |_

Division: Labor Standards & Safety

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department of Lahor

Tom Cashen, Commissioner
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0 MOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
Date Referred to Committee: March 9, 1998 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action: , <?bis [? # '
CSSB 269(L&C)

PLUMBING CODE

The LABOR AND COMMERCE Committee considered:
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 269(L&C)

“An Act relating to the state plumbing code; and providing for an effective date.”

[ ] the same title

recommends it be replaced

with the following committee substitute [ ] anew title
[ ] additional referral to Committee

f lattached amendment(s)

ADOPTS; Letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): @M APPROVES PREVIOUS: (Dqx/Dite)

| ] fiscal note(s) [ ] fiscal note(s)

[ Jzero fiscal note(s) p<J zero fiscal note(s) 20>/
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(SB 269 PETE JURCZAK DEPT. OF LABOR TESTIFY
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PUBLIC HEARING HOUSE LABOR & COMMERCE
LOCATION :FAIRBANKS
iSB 269 MR. STEVE UTTLEWORTH CITY OF FBX TESTIFY
“'SB 269 MR. LARRY LONG CITY OF FBX TESTIFY
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15:12:55 PARTICIPANT LIST (ALL PARTICIPANTS) BY:ANC
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LOCATION:ANCHORAGE
SB 269 RON WATTS BLDG/MUNI OF ANCTESTIFY

HB 438 FLOYD DAMRON NAIC TESTIFY
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Telephone: (907) 3454000
O Fax: (907) 348-45K3
AnChOrage Rick Mystcom. Mayor
March 24. 1998 OraUTIONS MAN.VitiK

Representative Non.a.m Rokeberg, Chairman
House Labor & Commerce Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Senate Dill 269, An Act relating to the state plumbing code

Dear Representative Rokeberg;

The Municipality of \nchorage supports revising the state plumbing code to reflect
more current versions of the Uniform Plumbing Code. We also support allowing
administrative latitude to adopt by regulation later editions of the Code.

There is, however, a national effort underway to produce a complete family of
building codes by the year2000. These codes will be coordinated so ajurisdiction

may adopt the complete family of codes as a package. The coordinated codes will
be under the Intema :ional Code format and could not be adopted as acomplete

package under current statutes.

We recommend a language change in Section 1, Paragraph (a) or in another
appropriate place in the bill, to add: “other nationally recognized codes”. This
language will give flexibility to adopt the new codes in the future.

If you wish additional information, please feel free to contact Ron Watts, Building
Official at907/34.1-8301 or email at WattsRK@ci.anchorage.ak.us.

Sincerely,


mailto:Watt5RK@ci.anchorage.ak.u5
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522-6700

Dennis F. Sirianni

7800 KING STREET Suite B
ANCHORAGE* ALASKA 99518
8 907-522-6699 & Fax 907-522-6700
E-Mall: siranni@alaska.net

4-2-98
FAX TRANSMITTAL

Reprcscnative NORMAN ROKEBERG
JUNEAU, AK

SubjecteHB269

It hasjust come to my attention that Senate Bill 269 has been forwarded to the House and referred
to the House labor and Commerce Committee.

The passage of this Bill is a not in the best interest to the plumbing and heating industry, and is
prejudicial towards the BEX (cross-linked polyethylene) products. As the Technical .Associate,
manufactures representative for REILAU (pronounced Ray-llow) | have a vested interest in PEX
plumbing and heating products. My first instinct is to squash passage of this bill, and leave the
adoption of the UPC or oilier codes to each municipality or borough. Failing that, | object to the
wording of Section 1 lines 5 and 6. This bill if passed will lock all home rule cities into adoption
of only the Uniform Plumbing Code. Ibelieve that the State of Alaska should be able to have an
option to adopt any nationally recognized model code.

[liere is a national ell'ort underway to produce, by the year 2000, a national or international
code(s). These codes arc referred to as a family of codes. Senate Bill 269 would create
fragmentation contrary to the goal of a national or international code structure. Regardless, the
Stale of .Alaska should have an option to adopt the most appropriate code.

[ also strongly object to Section 1, line 10. which excludes adoption of appendix I., Alternate
Plumbing Systems. If'the State is to adopt the UPC then it should adopt all of it. the good and the
bad or not at all. and allow the various municipalities, and home rule cities the option of amending
the code as they have done in the past. The deletion of appendix L. which recognizes alternate
methods, materials and products, will be costly to the State, and in particular bush communities,
which can benelit from new technologies. |see no compelling reason not to adopt appendix I..

Sincerely,

Dennis F. Sirianni
cc: Eric Mingo, Rchau Inc.  Leesburg, VA

Page lol 1
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FAX TRANSMITTAL

S HEET

(Pl ease D e lver at Onece)

DATE; 24 March, 1998 FAX NO.  (907) 465-2040
COMPANY: House of Representative L&C Committee

ATTN: Representative Norm Rokeberg

REFER..  CSSB269 Plumbing Code

SUBJECT: Amendments

FROM: Doug Green, AIA

REP. ROKEBERG

lam wntln? you as a member of the Alaska Professional Design Council (APDC) and the
American Institute of Architects, Alaska Chapter, Government Affairs Chair. We have provided
Input on SB269 and would like to add additional language at this time. We support the CS for SB
269. We also support the concept of allowing the State of Alaska the choice Inthe future of
other “national codes" that might be acceptable inthe future. To lock the state Into UPC may
not be prudent In the future when there will be an international code established. Therefore we
would like to propose the following amendment (add the underlined text):

BILL ID: CSSB 269(L&C)

00 CS FOR SENATE BILLNO 269(L&C) o _

01 ;An Act reluting to the state plumbing code; and providing for an effective

02 date."

03 BE ITENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TIIE STATE OF ALASKA

-1 *Section 1 AS 1S 00 705?) is amended to read

05 (a) Except as provided otherwise in this section, and unless the department _

Or? a}d(ﬁpts.by regulation a later edition of the following publications orunolher nationally recognized code,
the Tollowing

07 publications are adopted as the minimum plumbing code for the state.

0S (lg paragraphs 101 3- 101 56,103 5.1 1- 1035 14, 103535 110353
09-103537),103542,103551-103552,10356.1 - 103.5.6 3. and 103 S -103 S 2

10 of chapter 1, chapters 2-1-1. and the appendices A through K of the 1997 [199-1]

11 edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code published by the International Association of

12 Plumbing and Mechanical Officials and adopted at the 67th éﬁ-Jth[annuaI conference,

13 September 1996. echude Table 4 1 "Minimum Plumbing Facilities;" and adding

14 Ag endix Chapter 29. Table A-29 - A "Lfmimum Plumbing Fixtures," of the

01 1997 edition of the I.'nifonn Building Code published in April 1997 by the

02 international Council of Building Officials _3319934, o

03 g[z) the 1997 [1994] edition of the Uniform vylmmmggPooI. Spa. and _
04 Hot Tub Code published by the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical
05 Officials and adopted at the 67th [64th] annual conference, September 1996 [1993].



06exc|udln%pagesl SofPart . Administration; and

the 1997 [1994] edition of the Uniform Solar Energy Code

OSpubllshed b%fthe Internatlonal Association of Plumbing and echamcal Officials and

09 ado?ted atthe 67th [64th] annual conference, September 1996 [1993], excluding pages
10 1- 7 ofPartI. Administration.

11 *Sec. 2. REGULATIONS. The Department of Labor may adopt regulations to implement
12 the provisions of this Act. The regulations take effect under AS 44.62 (Administrative

13 Procedure Act), but not before the effective date ofsec 1ofthis Act.

14 * Sec. 3. Section 2 ofthis Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

15 *Sec. 4. Except as provided in sec. 3 of this Act, this Act takes effect January 1, 1999

Thank you for your consideration ofthis amendment at the hearlng on 25 March 199S. [ will be available
tomorrow at this number if you have questions - (907)563-S474 FAX (907)563-4572

Sincerely,

Doug Green. ALA

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL.

PAGE 2 OF 2

McCO L CARLSON GREEN
901 West 29th Avenue Anchorage, Alaska 99503/907-563-8474
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FAIRBANKS:

March 24, 1998

Representative Norman Rokeberg
Chairman, labor & Commerce Committee
State Capitol, Room 24

Alaska House of Representatives

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE:  Senate Bill No. 269

Dear Representative Rokeberg:

You have received a letter from the City of Fairbanks’ Building Official stating the City of
Fairbanks does not support Senate Bill No. 269 in its present form. This statement is not correct.
To the best of my knowledge, the City of Fairbanks Code Review Commission lias not discussed
this issue nor does Mr. Shuttleworth have the authority to make this statement. The Fairbanks
City Council certainly has not taken any position or action on this issue and to the contrary of the
earlier statement, would support the present form of this bill.

Giving local municipalities a full range of options, if and when they become available, is
not good public policy when life/safety issues involve something as important as the State
Plumbing Code. Until such time as the unknown is stated and can be reviewed, it is my opinion,
the Uniform Plumbing Code has served the City of Fairbanks well.

Thank you for your time. If you have further questions, please feel free to call me at
(907) 452-3608.

Best Regards,

Fairbanks City Council, Seat B
City of Fairbanks

RES/ps

cc.  Mayor James C. Hayes
Covuicilman Boko
Councilman Allen
Councilman Whitaker
Councilman Cleworth
Councilman Immcl
Interior Delegation

the GOLDENHEART CITY... “extremely Alusku"
410 Cushroun Street Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR P.O. BOX21149
JUNEAU, ALASKA 998021149
LABOR STANDARDS AND SAFETY DIVISION PR G
J4-1 -07P1

April 13, 1998

David Lumley, Manager
Frontier Plumbing Supply Inc.
2120 Van Horn Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Dear Mr. Lumley:

The Governor’s Office has asked me to respond to your letter concerning SB 269 which
proposes the adoption of the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC). Your concern regarding
the omission ofthe UPC’s Appendix L has been addressed. The Department of Labor
(DOL) has asked that Appendix L be included in the bill.

Appendix L was deleted from the bill in the first draft because it was thought to be
redundant to the existing waiver process in 8 AAC 63.025. Also addressed in Appendix
L is the single walled heat exchanger exception which is already specifically addressed in
AS 18.60.705. Since the DOL has no objection to the inclusion of Appendix L and that
the clarification it brings to the approval process is beneficial to the state and the industry,
| see no reason why the bill should not include it.

Mr. Dwight Perkins, DOL Legislative Liaison, has informed the Legislators of our
position on this matter. We appreciate your concern and thank you for taking the time to

write.

Sincerely,

Al Dwyer
Director

cc: Senator Leman
Senator Mackie
Senator Philips
Representative Kelly
Representative Kott
Representative Rokeberg
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Affiliated will) NAIIH

Honorable Norm Rokeberg, Chairman
Labor and Commerce Committee ,
Alaska House of Representatives, State Capitol March 24, 93

Juneau, AK 99801-1182
RE: CS for Senate Bill No 269 (L&C)

Dear Representative Rokeberg:

The Anchorage Home Builders Assaciation supports the passage of Senate Bill No. 269. We
have only one concem and that is with the wording concerning recognized codes.

The National Home Builders Association, with representative members from Anchorage, has
been involved inthe development of the new International Building Codes and its associated
International Residential Codes. The first draft of these codes is out and is anticipated to be in

effect by late next year,

The Anchorage Home Builders Association is concerned that the present language will prevent
the adoption of these codes. Therefore we request the foil -wing language change. Section
Paragraph (a). We recommend a lan ua(%e change to add the wordsS “other nationally
recognized codes"; this will provide the Tlexibility for future code adoptions.

Please feel free to contact either myself (907) 522-3506 or Bill Taylor (907) 244-6233 if you have
any additional questions.

Sincerely

DouglagjH. Askerman
Executive Officer

ANCHORAGE HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

8301 Schoon Street, Suite 200 « Anchorage, AK 99518 ¢ (907) 522-3605 * Fax (907) 522-3757
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April 9, 1998

Trv Norman Rokenlwrij
Fax# 1-907-4(>5-2040

RE: dSetnate Bill 269 "An act relating to the state plumbing code: and providing for an effective
ate

It has come to our attention thal Senate Bill 269 has been forwarded to the State House and
referred to the House Labor & Commerce Committee.

This bill, at current will lock all home rule cities into the adoption of ONLY the Uniform Plumbing
Code. We feel thal Alaska home rule cities should be allowed to choose and enforce any
nationally rerogni7ed code and not he limited fn IJPC

Appendix L, which recognizes alternate methods, materials, and products has been deleted
from the code. Not incorporating Appendix L prevents Alaskan contractors from using the latest
technology and less labor intensive plumbing systems.

There is a national effort underway to produce a complete family of building codes b?/ the year
2000.These codes will be coordinated so ajurisdiction may adopt the complete family of codes
as a package. The coordinated codes will be under the International Code format and could not

be adopted'as a complete package under current statues.
We recommend that Section 1 Paragraph fa) be revised as follows:

(A) ExcePt as provided otherwise In this section, and unless the department adopts by
regulation other nationally reco{qmz,ed codes, d(a later edition of the following
publications) the followirig publications are adopted as the minimum plumbing

code for the state:

We also recommend that ApPendix L be adopted Appendix L is entitled Alternate Plumbing
Systems. This appendix would recognize professionally engineered systems There is no
compelling reason not to adopt this appendix.

We join with the City of Anchorage and the City of Fairbanks in the support of the revised
language. Thank you for you time.

Sincerely,
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April 8,1998

Representative Norman Rokeberj
House of Representatives
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Norman Rok eberg:

Senate Bill 269 needs to be radica ly altered before it is voted on ifit is to render the
greatest possible benefit to all Alaskans.

Ifitis passed in its present form it will make products like Wirsho Aquapex
unavailable to Alaska construction projects. Wirsho Aquapex is a very high quality,
durable, inexpensive, and labor sa\ing plumbing material being widely used in the
lower 48 states, along with similar products by other manufacturers. All ofthese are

excluded from the UPC.

Another product that is excluded i the UPC is stainless steel flexible gas tubing. It
has been widely used in the lower 8 states for years very successfully. Again, itis a
high quality, durable, inexpensive, md labor saying product. The alternative is to use
black steel pipe, which has to be at to length piece by piece, tlireaded, and screwed
together. With the materials and n ethods available today, that is archaic.

Clearly someone has an agenda hereg but I hop you do not allow it to override
common sense and your responsibi ity to all AL iskans. | encourage you to adopt the
language submitted by the City of Ifairbanks Building Department.

ly Yours,

Royal
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April 2,1998

Representative Norman Rokeberg
House ofRepresentatives
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Norman Roke )erg:

Senate Bill 269 is seriously flawed i that it excludes forever all other codes.. The
UPC today is by far the most conse vative and expensive code in the country. It
would be a terrible mistake to put the people of our state at a disadvantage by forcing
them to put a greater portion ofthe r resources into new construction than anyone
else inthe country. It would be a tcrrible mistake to deny the people of Alaska
access to new, better, less expensive materials by adopting the most conservative

code inthe U. S.

At the very least | encourage you tc accept the language suggested by the
Municipality of Anchorage and Cify of Fairbanks.

Very Truly Yours,



AlA Alaska

A Chapter of (h« American (neiituto of Architect®

9 March, 1998

1998 Alaska State Legislature

RE: 80 Eblumbing Code

Dear Legislators:

The American Institute of Architects Alaska Cha‘)ter (AIAP IS verY
concerned about this hill. It binds the State of Alaska to the Uniform
Plumbino Code now and Into the future. We would like to see the

underlined words Inserted Into the hill as follows:

(zg Except at E)ro_vided otitcnWeo In (hit section, and unless the department
adopts by requlation a later edition orthe following publications, or another naiionntlv roconnlzeu

codp the following publications are adopted as the minimum plumbing code for the state:

This would allow the State of Alaska to choose which code It would best be
served by In the future. Thera Is a move afoot nationally that would unify
the codes Into a family of codes by the year 2000. Included in this body of
codas is a new plumbing code thal Alaska could not even consider if this

bill ware to pass In It's current state.
V¥]e urge you to consider amending this bill to give Alaska the freedom to
ohose.

Please lot us know If there Is any further Information that we can provide
you. Thank you for your consideration and support of this issue.

P.0. 00* 103363
Anchorig*. MatKo 88610 3583
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ALASKA STATE
HOME BUILDERS
ASSOCIATION

.0-

RE: CS for Senate Bill No 288

Dear Representative:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association supports the passage of Senate Bill No. 269 We
have only one concern and that is with the wording concerning recognized codes.

The National Home Builders Association, with representative members from Alaska, has been
involved in the development of the new International Building Codes and its associated ,
International Residential Codes. The first draft of these codes is out and is anticipated to be in

effect by late next year.

We believe that the UPC is the most_costly, onerous, and restrictive of all the #Iumbmg codes.
used throuqhout the United States  The adoption of gms_ statute, without amendments, will strictly
limit the ability of individuals to finance new homes. [t will restrict communities from adopting
alternative codes more syited for their environment and seriously hinder the adoption of the new
international Building Codes and the International Residential Codes prior to the'year 2000. The

adoption of this statute, as written, will not assist Alaskan citizens' one single bit.

The Alaska State Home Builders Association is concerned that the Present language will prevent
the adoption of the new International codes. Therefore we request the followmq language
change. Section 1, Paragraph (a). We recommend a language change to add the words "other
nationally recognized codes"; this will provide the flexibility forfuture code adoptions.

Please feel free to contact either myself &907& 522-3506, Bill Taylor (907) 244-6233, Steve
Shuttlesworth (907)459-6725 or Ron Watts (907) 343-0301 ifyou have any additional questions.

Sincerely
Douglas'H Askerman
Executive Officer
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09:00 PROCTOR SALES * 19074652040
5401 Cordova Street
Unit >303
Ancnorage. AK
- FAX (907) 562:0503
April 9. 1998 (909‘) 32508
To:  Norman Rokenberg
PO Box 221721
Anchorage, AK 99502-1721
907-465-2040 fax
RE: Eetna'te Bil 269  "An act relating to the state plumbing code; and providing for an effective
ate.

|t has come to our attention that Senate Bill 269 lias been forwarded to 'he House and referred to
the House Labor & Commerce Committee

This bid, at current, will lock all home rule cities into the adoption of ONLY the Uniform Plumbing Code.
We feel thal Alaska home rule cities should be allowed to choose end enforce any nationally recognized
code and not be limited to UPC,

Appendix L, which recognizes alternate methods, materials, and products, has been deleted from the
code. Not Incorporating Appendix L prevents AJaskan contractors from using the latest technology and

less labor intensive plumbing systems.

There is a national effort underway to produce a complete family of building codes by the year 2000.
These codes will be coordinated so ajurisdiction may ad%)t the complete family of cooes as a package,
ine coordinated codes will be under the International Code format and could not be adopted as a

compete package under current statues.
We recommend that Section 1 Paragraph (a) be revised as foilews:

(A) Exceptas provided otherwise in this section, and unless the department adopts
by regulation other nationally re_co?nlzed codes, {a later edition of the following
publications), the following publications are adopted as the minimum plumbing
code for the state:

We also recommend that Appendix L be adopted. Appendix L Is entitled Alternate Plumbing Systems.
This apPer]d|x would recognize professionally engineered systems. There is no compelling reason not
to adopt this appendix.

We join with the City of Anchorage and the City of Fairbanks in support of Iho revised language. Thank
you for you time.

Sincerely,

TaY Epperson
Sales Representative

D01



Coungjl blasts
COUﬂi)I man
over letter

to Legislature

%P%%AS HSCHER

Two weeks ago, City Coun-

cilman Romar Swamer sent a
letter to the Legislature that said
Brl_or_testlmo_ny from Fairbanks’
uilding official was unautho-
rized and incorrect. The council,
he said, would support a measure
establishing one plumbing code
forthe state.

But the council never voted on
the matter, and the building offi-
cial could indeed speak on the
city’s behalf. The council, in a up-
roar, passed a hastily crafted res-
olution late Monday to undo the
damage, and now Swamer faces a
possible censure.

“Not only did he speak for the
council, he overrode those who
are authorized to speak for the
city,” said Councilman Jim Whi-
taker. “Romar Swamer is not au-
thorized to speak on behalfof the
moity. He’s authorized to speak as
Romar Swamer, city council
person.” _

Whitaker has gi!ven Swamer
two weeks to publicly apologize
to the mayor, the city council and
building ‘official Steve Shuttle-
worth for his March 24 letter. “If
he doesn’t,” Whitaker said, “it
will be up to the council to decide
if this is an activity that should
be censured.”

Councilman Jerry Cleworth
was particularly ‘irked that
Swarner never consulted with
other council members either be-
fore or after sending the letter.
The letter indicated the council
received carbon copies, but none
were sent. Shuttleworth learned
of the letter Friday after a sen-
ator forwarded a copy.

“To undermine the mayor and
a building official—that’s pretty
bad,” Cleworth said. “I have no
right to speak for the council, and
neither does he.”

Swamer admits that he “prob-
ably misspoke” in offering the
council’s support. “1 would apolo-
gize that that may not have been
a proper statement,” he said

Tuesday. But he stands by the
See COUNCIL. Page B-2
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rest of his letter and maintains
that Senate Bill 269 would harm
the city.

The measure, currently
awaiting a House vote, would
limit the state to one standard
for plumbing—the Uniform
B|Fl)lcr:nblng Code, known as the

Shuttleworth and a majority
on the council oppose the mea-
sure, saying the code neither rec-
ognizes materials—such as
various plastic pipes—nor
methods that save labor and re-
duce building costs.

In two letters written in mid-
March, Shuttleworth said the city
of Fairbanks objected to current
wording and_ur?ed lawmakers to
amend the bill to allow the state
Department of Labor to adopt
“other nationally recognized
codes.”

CBut Swarner’s. letter said
Shuttleworth was incorrect. “To
the best of my knowledge, the
city of Fairbanks Code
Commission has not discussed
this issue nor does Mr. Shuttle-
worth have the authority to make
this statement,” Swamer wrote.

“The Fairbanks City Council
certainly has not taken any posi-
tion or ‘action on this issue and,
to the contrary of the -earlier
statement, would support the
present form of the bill.”

Monday night, the council
took a position. After fiery debate
that centered largely on
Swamer’s letter, the council
passed a “resolution of strong ob-
jection” to SB 269's current lan-
guage. It was faxed Tuesday to
House Speaker Gail Phillips.

The uniform code, said Cle-
worth, “is a good-ol-boy’s code.
[t’s very labor-intensive.”

Shuttleworth points to a study
that shows how methods prohib-
ited by the UPC but allowed
under another code can reduce
plumbing costs for a typical sin-
gle-family house by as much as
50 percent.

The Labor Department—
where Swamer works as an in-
vestigator—supports SB 269’
current language, said special as-
sistant Dwight Perkins, because

eview Mno other code is as complete and

eveiy plumber in Alaska already
knows the UPC—the state
standard. '

“Plumbing code isn’t about
using the cheapest materials and
the shortest way,” Perkins said.
“It’s about public health and
safety.”

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Wednesday, April 8,1998



Alaska State Legislature
Senate

o _ State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

Senate Labor & Commerce Committee

Sponsor Statement
SB 269: Plumbing Code

SB 269 simplifies the process for adopting the Uniform Plumbing Code for Commercial,
Industrial and Residential plumbing systems and its related codes dealing with swimming
R/(l)ols, spas, hot tubs, and solar energy. The International Association of Plumbing and

echanical Officials (IAPMO) is responsible for publishing these codes. Thef publish
an update every three years. Alaska is presently working on the 1994
code. A new 1997 code is forthcoming and legislative action is required
before the new codes may be used by contractors in Alaska.

This legislation adopts the 1997 code and will hereafter, allow the Department of Labor to
automatically adopt throu%h the regulatory process the latest published version of the
national code as provided by the IAPMO as the minimum state pluming code. This is
efficient government. The Department of Labor currently adopts other codes it is
responsible to enforce such as the electrical, elevator, and boiler/pressure vessel codes in

this manner.



International A ssociation of Plumbing and M echanical O fficials

20001 Walnut Drive South«Walnut, California 91789-2825 « Phone 909-595-8449 « Fax 909-594-3690

March 2,1998

State of Alaska
Senator Loren Leman, Chairman
Senate Labor and Commerce Committee

Juneau, Alaska 99801
Dear Chairman and Committee Members:

My name is Donald Laugh!in and | am the Director of Administration of the International
Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO). It is my pleasure to submit
comments in support of Senate Bill 269 which provides for the adoption of the 1997 Uniform

Plumbing Code (UPC).

IAPMO has continuously published the UPC since the early 1950°s. For many years, the State of
Alaska has adopted the UPC.  The Code is also adopted in more than thirty (30) States and in
thousands of municipalities throughout the United States. The Code is also adopted in foreign
countries as the basis for sanitary provisions. The 1997 edition is the most technologically

advanced plumbing code ever published.

IAPMO audits co-sponsors, the National Association of Plumbing, Heating, Cooling Contractors
(NAPHCC), and the Mechanical Contractors Association of American (MCAA) utilize a industry
consensus process to develop and maintain the provisions contained in the UPC. Thus, all effected
parties have the opportunity to vote on amendments made to the code. The code is updated

annually and published every three (3) years.

| would be pleased to provide additional information should the committee see the need.

Very truly yours,

1t/irfQng tn Concert vAt( (jovtmtntnl and Industryfor Safe, Sanitary TlumSiny



FAIRBANKS

March |1, 1998

Norm Rokeberg, Cliainnan

Labor and Commerce Committee

Alaska House of Representatives, State Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: Senate Bill 269/ Adoption of the Uniform Plumbing Code

Dear RepreseotattvcRokcherg:

The City ofFairbanks does not support Senate Bill No. 269 in its present fonn. Specifically we object to the wording in
line 5 and 6 of Section 1. The proposed bill seeks to establish and recognize only the Uniform Plumbing Code as the
State Plumbing Code. This bill would prohibit home rule cities from adopting any other nationally recognized model

code.

During the year 2000 most codes will be under an international or national format. This bill if adopted would create a
fragmented code package which is contrary to the adoption of a family of codes that arc internally coordinated. Wc
believe that it is in the States best interest to have an option to adopt am' nationally recotmized mode) code. Eliminating

options as proposed by Senate Bill 269 is not prudent public policy.

The City of Fairbanks is also curious as to the reason why Appendix L was deleted from adoprion. reference line 10
Section 1. Appendix L is entitled Alternate Plumbing Systems and was added to the code to allow professionally
engineered designed systems. Why is The State of Alaska adverse to recognizing 0 plumbing system designed bv n
professional licensed Mechanical engineer?

We recommend that Section 1, Paragraph (a) be revised to read as follows:

(a) Except as provided otherwise in this section, and unless the department adopts by regulation .other
nationally recognizea COde:! a later edition of the following publications] the following publications are

adopted as the minimum plumbing code for the state:
Wec also recommend that Appendix L be adopted as there is no compelling reason nor to adopt.
Ifyou have any questions or require further clarification please give me a call at 459-6725.

Sinccrelv,

Steve Shuttleworth, Building Official
City of Fairbanks Building Department

SJS/jm

cc: Mayor James Hayes
Code Review Commission
Ron Watts, Building Official. Municipality of Ancho-agc
intcnor Delegation

r.'bd CI]‘H—[J)'W 1lrokdxi;;

die GOLDEN HEART CITY.... “extremely Alatiku"
f(ﬁmunhmnn Strict Fflirbnnke. Alaukn 09701



Shop: 2225 Van Horn Road
Telephone: 452-1831

Fax: 456-3493
W €S t ern Contractor License #

. AA33
M echanical, inc.

P.O. BOX 60067 FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99706-0067

March 12, 1998

Representative Norman Rokeberg, Chairman
Labor & Commerce Committee

House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 13

Juneau, AIC 99801-1182

Re:  CS for Senate Bill No. 269 (L&C)

Dear Representative Rokeberg:

We support passage of SB269 without objection. However, we would prefer to include
Appendix L of the 1997 <dition of the Uniform Plumbing Code; we see no reason not to

include this Appendix.

The City of Fairbanks and the Municipality of Anchorage have objected to the revised
verbage at lines 5 and 6, and we understand their concerns. Therefore, we propose that
their suggested wording be added without deleting the verbage submitted by the
Department of Labor. Section 1, paragraph (a) would then read:

(a) Except as provided otherwise in this section, and unless the
department adopts bv regulation a later edition of the following publications
or other nationally recognized codes, the following publications are adopted as
the minimum plumbing code for the state:

Yours truly,
WESTERN MECHANICAL, INC.

Michael C. Desmond
President



Martin J. M.nldaloni
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Michael A. Collins

(Itiimil Sccrthuysimtiunr

C. Kandal Cardnci

Founded 1889 Afiimini (Unrj.11I™>ail//nt
UA Local Union: 375 _
Letters should 3568 Geraghty Street, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

oresbpet | Subject CS for Senate Bill No. 269 (L&C) March 13 1998

The Honorable Norman Rokeberg, Chairman
Labor and Commerce Committee

Alaska House of Representatives, State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Rokeberg:

The Fairbanks Local Union #375 of the United Association of Journeymen and Apprentices
of the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry of the United States and Canada strongly supports
Senate Bill 269. U.A. Local Union #375 concurs with Alaska Department of Labor in its efforts to
maintain the authority to adopt the 1997 Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC).

| have been the Agent or Business Manager of Local 375 for 25 years. During my 35 years
in the trade, the UPC has been the adopted plumbing code in the State of Alaska. If the state
adopted a code other than the UPC, it would have significant fiscal impact to the state and to the
industry because of the cost of retraining contractors, plumbers, engineers and mechanical
administrators. Our journeyman and apprentice training program has certified hundreds of
workers to the UPC, and they have received the State of Alaska Certificate of Fitness card, which
certifies understanding of the UPC code. This is a valuable certificate because the UPC code is
currently used in over thirty states as their accepted plumbing code. It means that an Alaskan
certified worker can travel throughout the United States and work when the construction industry
is slow" in Alaska without having to study and learn a new code in each state.

U. A. Local Union #375 supports the Uniform Plumbing Code adoption in the State of
Alaska because it is the most widely accepted code in our country.

Stni>flr(>Ilv

J.C. Wingfield
Business Manager
Financial Secrctary-Trcasurcr



Manin J. Madduloni

UNITED ASSOCIATION Senerat president

of Journeymen and Apprentices of the
Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry of

C. Randal Gardner

Allishim Gener.tl President

f. M) die United States and Canada
Founded 1889 .
UA Local Union:
letters should 367 610 W54"1
be confined to .
one subject SUbJECt:

Anchorage, AK 99518-1197

March 23, 1998

Representative Norm Rokeberg, Chairman
Labor & Commerce Committee

Alaska House of Representatives

State Capital

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SUBJECT:  SB 269

Dear Representative Rokeberg:

On behalf of the Anchorage Plumbers Union, U.A. Local 367, | want to encourage your
committee's support for passage of Senate Bill 269.

Those of us working in the plumbing industry recognize the importance of codes such as the
Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC). Adoption of this code is a fulfillment by the authorities of the
state to uphold the faith of its citizens that they will continue to enjoy the protections afforded
by adoption of the Uniform Plumbing Code.

Twenty nine other states and many foreign countries have likewise seen the wisdom of
adopting this code. The contractors , installers and inspectors of plumbing systems are
already trained in and familiar with the provisions of the UPC. Itis a proven code. It's
continued adoption is strongly recommended.

Sincerely,

Larry Gallagher
Business Manager
U.A. Local 367

Michael A. Collins

Getter,il Secretory-Treasurer



Municipality of Anchorage

Rick MyHirom, Mayor

Building Safety Division
P.O. llox liIMMO ¢ WOO IluiHt Tuilnp Huml
Aiichorm'c. Alimltu OOftlIMsfinU

Public Workei

February 19, 1993

TO: Municipality of Anchorage Board of Building Rogulotion Examiners and Appeals

FROM: Building and Fire Code Review Committeo

This letter Is in response to the letter dated February 4, 1998 from the Uniform Plumbing Code Review Committee. Our
commltteo recommends that Chapter 29, Plumbing Systems, and Appendix Chapter 29 Minimum Plumbing Fixtures, bo
adopted in the 1997 Uniform Building Code, Section 2901 refen to the Plumbing Coda os follows: "Plumbing systems shall
comply with the Plumbing Codo.” Table 4-1 Minimum Plumbing Facilities should be deleted from the 1997 Uniform

Plumbing Code,

Our recommendation Is based on the following (please refer to the attached Plumbing Fixture Count comparison):

I. Prior to the 1981 Uniform Plumbing Code, Appendix C: Minimum Plumbing Facllitici did not have a required
methodology for determining the number of persons for which fixtures needed to be provided. It was assumed to be
actual occupants of the building. The revised 1991 UPC Appendix C tied the occupant load into Table 33A of the UBC,
"The number of occupants shall be determined by minimum exiting requirements,” Footnote 3 of Table 33A states, "This

table shall not be used to determine working space requirements per person."

This revision In the 1991 UPC created largo increases In fixture counts In many facilities. The Anchorage School District
commissioned a study of their own schools In 1994 which resulted in a Building Board approval for the ASD to

determine their Own fixture count.

2. The 1994 UBC wrote a new Appendix Chapter 29 for determining fixture counts that has been In use and Is providing
realistic fixture counts based on occupnn't counts separate from exiting requirements.

3. Thore are inconsistencies within the 1997 UPC table. Seo attached plumbing fixture count comparison. Tho 1997 UPC
Table states that 2 warehouse Is required to have 10 lavs and 6 water closets, whllo an assembly area Is required to have 2
lavs and 6 water closets. A warehouse should not require moro lavs than an assembly area.

4. The architects and designers who calculate and plan tho fixture layouts are using the UBC. It will simplify the process to
keep all design requirements within one manual.

We bellovo this is the best approach to simplify what has become a complicated problem and will still provide adequato
facilities for public health and safety.

Respectftilly submitted,

M. David Cole, Architect
Chairman, Uniform Building and Fire Code Review Committee

¢. Ron Watts, Building Official, Department of Public Works
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P.O. BOX 2684

HOUSE LABOR AND
COMMERCE COMMITTEE
STATE CAPITOL (MS 3100)
JUNEAU, AK.

99801-1182

March 25, 1993

To whom it may concern,

I understand that you had a Bill regarding new Plumb ®hg Codes that was heard today (S.B.
269). 1 was also told that several other plumbers testified onthis bill.

I would be very interested in getting a copy of the audio-tape onyourCommittee today to
m order to aquaint myself with the concerns of other plumbers on thisbill S.B. 269 One
of my friends is providing me with the Bill itself. Please send a copyof this tape to the

above/,address. Thank yGu
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PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FIXTURE FITTINGS Table 4-1
.. TABLE 41
Minimum Plumbing Facllltif*
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T*bl« 4-1

PLUMBING FIXTURES ANO FIXTURE FITTINGS

Th* flgur** mown «r« besd upon on* (1) IWut* Ocfng r* minimum mqglrtd tor th* numb*f of p*rmon* tnata**d of any fraction in*<»of,
flowing calagorta* not thown on ttt* labf* «fv*l b* con*W*r»d M panwly by th* AdminHviav* Auihomy.

OrffiWng(oont«In» not i>oln<W<*<LkiW lotwm ¢
laundry irfy«, On* (1) laundry toiy of on* (1) automata vmn*f randpip* (of weft dw«Ing vinH of gn* (ﬂ,faund_iy_,lray or on« (1)automata
naanar iw/xfpp*. «f combInaoon iri*rof, lot «ocfi iw*tvo (13) aparm nt*. Kltoh*n aWw, on* ((‘1) lor ««efi dwfing or ipiitmont unit,

for «*ch utinal add«d In *w*«* el Ih* minimum r*qolr*d, on* w*(*f doa*1 m*y D* d«duul«. Tit* numb«r of wawrclcara abas not D* r»ducid lo
_Itu tMn two-tntm* (2/3) of m* minimum r*qulrvo*n(,

It A*r*quif*d by AWfl 24.1-19W, 3*niutan In Pt*e*« ol Employmam.

Wnare m*r* [* «*po*ur* to »ldn oonmmin«*on with pcWoocu*, Infwifou*, of imwhng m*l«rt*l«, pnjyw* on* (1) Fv«to<y lof *ach Hv* (S) p*r*on*,
¥, Twonty-four (24) im«*t Incf** (010 mm) of w*«n */h 0[<<f?h(<<*n (11) len«* (437 mm) of * circular baatn. wn«n pmvtdtd wttn w*I*f oufi*ta lor
men ip*co, wan tj* oon*id*f*d wuhmlant ta or.* (1) ItYilOfy.

9. laundry tmy*. on* (1) 10t tccn liny (30) p*r*on*. Slop *Ww, on* (1) for ««cfi nunOr*<1 (I0C) pamon*.

10. a*n«red. In applying thi# ichodul* of fxciM**, eonikfanitan mu«< D« gtv*n lo th* *cc*4deiWy of (h* Ibrtw**. Confominy pur*iy on « numtncni
D*4« m«y not re*ult In <n inn*il«tlan iulled lo th* n*#d of th* InoMduaf MttKHW/wwrt. For *c«mpl*, acnooH mould b* provww with tdi*«

(*etnil** on «*cn hoor having d*** room*,
« Surrounoirg met*d*i*, "*< *nd Hoof * 0 «* <o « point two (3) 1**1 (810 mme In (rem ol udrwi op jnd four («) f**t (1219 mm) afcov* if* floor.
uvj iti**«t'(wo (2) leti (310 mm) lo ««ch «k* ol in* urtn*f *rw* b* ftnad nttfi non-*o*o<o*ni mat* dal*.

b. Trough uitnai* */* ptohlblled.
[t. Ki**tiur*nt I* dafWd <t « bu«in*«* which 4*n* food to b* oon*um*d on ih* p(*nvi*,
a. Th* numoar of oocupam* lot a drtv*-in r**tauf*nt <h*4 b* conaidtrad a* tgval lo IT* numoar of pa/Wrg itaJW.
b. fmploy** 104*L factilk** *r* not ta 0* Inetuoao in in* aoov* wiwuram r*<?ulmm#*na, Kind wwhfng hctld** moat b*
lot amptay***.
of pubta buldn?* tor ua* b¥ mor* Start itt 3}

12. Wh*r« food * cotwumod Indoor*, w*i*f radon* may b« *utwtut*d tor drinMng louocUn*, Oflc**
pwaor* h*v*00* (1) dtWdng founwirt »0f It* Mr<on* nundrod fifty (180) p*rtonc totlert* (L) ad<23on«f Souradn for «*cn tiv** hunptod (30

praon* fwm/Itr.
13, Thef* *n*4 b* « mmVnum of on* (1) drtnWng fountain p*< ocguoWd Soar In aghoot*. r**tric audiwmjm*. oomvton**, ortc** or puWo buikSng.

14. Th* lowl nvmwr of w*(«r cte«*ii (or I*m *I*i th*d b* «| Wtal *tuil lo m* lotai numo*r cf wtur cto»*u *nd urvVwla tupulmd (of malta.
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APPINOIX CHAPTER 280

Apptndlx Chopttr 29

MINIMUM PLUMBIN

SECTION 2«08 — GENERAL

Each building shall bo provided with sanlury facilities, Including
provisions T0I accessibility In accordant* with Chapter 11
Plumbing fixtures shall b« provided for the type of building occu-

FIXTURES

number of fixtures or* the minimum required as shown In Tublo
A-29-A and are assumed to bo based on 50 percentmnlg and 50
percent female. The occupant load factors shall be as shjwn In
Table A-iW-A."

EXCEPTION! Where clrcumaunca* dJcuta dut a different ratio *
Beaded, die adjuitraaol ifasll xa approvad by the building official.

pancy with the minimum numbers u shown In Titble A-29-A. The

V

glllER

TABLE A-28-A—MINIMUM PLUMBING FIXTURESI’7'*
Q **k

MH} par pa{aon} Clx uoa pa* paraon
SMtU

*prrs oe etMjjiNO on occuwrter* UAH MALI &IMALI
For (ha ocoupanclas listed balow, im 30 aquar* feet (2.78 ra*) par occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixturaa.

Group A
Conference mo. w, dining room*, drinkin 1:1-25 1:1-23 one for each water closet up to four;
establlslhment*;( exh|ti|t rgo il g %%g& 31723?133 w;Pe;)gﬁ)gglraeach two additional
mnnluma, kwnge*, atagea and almilar 13- 13- '
| %ga*JocDVuglng raatgluramagclalaJﬁadaa %%%%88 é%ﬁggg
10Up 2 Becpaociea 3501-400 3501-400
0 ar 400, add ont fixture for aach

additional 200 roalaa or 150 famaiai.
For the wambly occupancle* Itated balow, um th* number of fixed anting or, whara no fixed Mating U provided, um 13 equire feel (1.39 mJ) par occupant

ftx the minimum numbar of plumbing fixture*.

1 Aiaembly place*—
AuditoHuma, convention hall*, dance 1:1-30 3:1-30 1:1-200 1:1-200
floor*, kxlga rooca. atadlumi and caalnoe  2:31-100 4:31-100  2:201-400 2:201-400
3)101-130 3:101-200  3:401-750 3:401-730
4:151-300 8:201-400  Over 750, add on* fixture for each
Over 300 male*, add on# fixture for  addition*! 500 persona.
aach addltloaaJ 200, and over 400

female* add on* for aach 123.
For th* *j»embly occupancle* Uaiad balo v, uae tha numbar of flxad Mating or, where bo fixed nailng la providad, i« 30 aqguara Not (2.29 raJ) pot occupant

tor the minimum number of plumbing fixture*.

orablg place*
Principal’ammbly trai on* par 13(J on*par 75 on* par two water doaet*
tVorthlp place*

ana par 123 onf# par 73 ona par two water cJoeata

Ed rollon*I and activity unit
For th* occupancle* Hated below, um 200 pquar* feat (18.58 m*) per occupant for th* minimum number of plumbing fixture!.

Group B
Officep* or public buildings 1:1-13 1:1-13 Oon* par two water closet*
2:13-33 2:13-33
3:33-33 3:33-53
Ovar 33, add one for aach 3U
person*,
For tho occupancies Hated below, u«c 50 squat* feel (4,35 m-) per occupant foe dit minimum number of plumbing fixture*
Group E 1:1-13 1:1-15 on# par <0 ona par 40
School*— for staff us* 2:13-33 2:13-33
AllKhool* 3:33-35 3:33-53
Ovar 55, add oaa fixture for aach
additional 40 paraona.
School*— for Kudent wo 1:1-20 ; 1:1-15 1 - 23
Day care 2:21-50 2:21-3 2:28-30 2:26-3
Ovar 50, add on* fixture for aach Ovar 30, add on* fixture for aach
additional 50 pervuna. additional 50 panoni.
Elementary on* per 30 on*per25 onoper 35 ona per 33
Secondary one par 40 ona par 30 ooa per 40 oné per 40

For the occupenclea luted botow, uw 50 iquaia feet (4.35 m3) pet occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixtuiea.

Educatloa FacUJUt*oth r than (|3rou pC
Olbﬁts (COllagta, Unlvanl aa, «dult cantara,

1

<nm par 40

ona par 30
(Cond/w*J)

me per 40 on# per 40

1-d«7
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TABLE A-20-A—MINIMUM PLUMBING riXTU RgalJ K <Cont|nu«d)

TYFg Of IUHDINO Ofl OCCUFAWCY4

Por the occupancies Hated below, use 2,000 square feel (183.8 mJ) per occupanl for the minimum number of plumbing fixture*,

Gro
Worksphop foundries and almllsr
establishments, and Group (I Occupenclea

TIfl CLOUTt

(wtursa par pereo

MAUI gIMALI

1:1-10
2:11-2
3:26-3
r.100, edd ona fixture fo [ eac

1110

N
—adors.
LLROL

o‘>'—‘os|_\

3:
4.
3
0
additional 300 persona.

0

11-
:26-
ol-
76-
Ve

f Al
(xcure perpar on%”vIAU BA}mTr\égo & ro j

one ahuwar fordanch 13
persona exposed to axcexxiv*

%or 10 |xJn contammatlon
with Irritating material*

MALt6

one for each Iwo water cloku

For the occupancies ||sted below, use the designated application and 200 square feet (15.38 m2) per occupant of Iha general ua* area for iha minimum

number of plumbing natures,

Group 1
Hospital waiting rooms

Hospital general use area*

| Hospital*
Patient room
| Ward room

T/alla ?]nd reformatories

| BxercIM room
| Other Institutions (on e*cn occupied floor)

[ Group M
Ratall or wholesale stores

on* per room

on* per room (usable by either mx)
1:1-13 1:1-15 one per each (wo wsler cloeeti
2:16-33 31<3-35
3:36-33 4:36-33
Ovar 33, add ono flx|ure for each
additional 40 person*,
on* perroom one per room ona par room
on* per tight patients on* per OpallanU one per 20petlcnta
onepsreell on* per cell
0n* per exercise room one per exercise room
on* per 23 one per23 ona per 10 one per 10 one per eight
| For iha occupenclea listed below, um 200 aquar* feel (18.38 m*) per occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixtures.
1:1-30 1:1-30 on* for each two water cloacta
2:51-100 2J 1-100
3:101-400 3:101-200
4:201-300
3301-400
Ov(f r 400, add oo* fixture for each
additiona 00ma|a ad one for

al
0 fe males

etch 130
ues

[ Division 1 Occupancies and 300 square Net (1.7.8

I GrouH
Dwelling units
| Hotel gueel rooms

1Congregate residence*

| For the occupancies lined below, use 3,000 squire faet (464.3 m1) per occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixture*,

[ Group 3
Warebousae

00* per dwelling unit

one pergueit room

00* per 10 on* per8
Add one fixture for each addm nal

23 mala* and on* for each additional

20 famalea.

1:1-10 1:1-10
1:11-25 2:11-23
1:26-30 3:26-30
1:31-73 4:31-13
1:76-100 h:76-100
(Jv*r 100. add one for each 300

rDoiea anu females.

hl
1For Group R Occupenclea, dwelling unit* and hotel guest room*, um the charl. Por congregate residence*, um 200 square feel (18.30 m2) for Group K.
7'm3 tor Group R, Division 3 Occupancies for the minimum plum

ing f|xtures

one per dwelling unit one per dwelling unit
one per guest room one per gueel room

on* per 12 one per 12 on* P
Over 13, add one flalur* for each emale* add une hathtub
adaitional 20 malca and ona for cacti *r 30. Ovor 130, add one per

sddltlortal 13 femulea

m* ahowar for ?ch 13
erwn exposed lo excessive
it or (0 aaln eonumlrut|lun
| Ihpmsonous Infectious or
Irritating materlali

me per 40 occupant* ofatch mx

NOTEt Occupant Hxtdj ovar 30 ihall h»v* on* drinking fountain for rich 130 occupants.
*¥TV* figure* shown or* based on on* fixture being Ih* minimum required for Ih« number of persona Indicated or any fraction ihercof.

ADrinking fountain* shall not be Instiled In (ollel room*.
3When Hit dulgn occupant load Ii leu linn 10 peraorur, a facility uaabla by ellher sex may b» approved by the building official.
"1

néarly resembles, bued on

caaea ahell not b

"Twenta/ -four Inches
lent 10 00« lavator

1-39E

ecified,

yueatloiu shall be classified by the building official and Included In th* category which It m"

4An categeory not menlloned specifically or aboul which therg a|«aH
ﬁ]« axpected 0s* of the plumbing facflltlaa.

3Wher* urlaata ana prOV|ded on* water closet les* Hun t>* number s
reduced |0 leas than on* half of the minimum 38
;610 mm) of wash sink or 18 Inchea (437 mm) of a circular basin, when provided with water ouilcla for auch apaea, ihall b« considered equiva-

ecified may b* provided for each urinal Intlellad, axcepi th* number uf wnler cluseia In such
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APPENDIX L
ALTERNATE PLUMBING SYSTEMS

L 1,0 Scope

L 1.1 The intent of this Appendix is to provide
clarification ol procedures for the design and
approval of engineered plumbing systems and
alternate materials and equipment not specifically
covered In other parts of the Code.

L 1.2 The provisions of this Appendix apply to
the design, installation and inspection of an
engineered plumbing systems and alternate
materials and equipment

L 1.3 The Administrative Authority has the
right to require descriptive details of an engineered
plumbing System, alternate material, or equipment
Including pertinent technical data to be filed.

L 1.4 Components, materials and equipment
must conform to standards and specifications listed
in Table 14-1 of this Code and other national
consensus standards applicable to plumbing systems
and materials.

L 1.5 Where such standards and specifications
are not available, alternate materials and equipment
must be approved per the provisions of Section 301.2

of this Code.

L 2.0 Engineered Plumbing Systems

L 2.1 Definition. Engineered Plumbing System:
Asystem designed for a specific building project
with drawings and specifications Indicating
plumbing materials to be installed, all as prepared by
a person registered or licensed to perform plumbing
design work.

L 2.2 Incpeotlon and Installation. In other than
one- and two-family dwellings, the designer of the
system is to provide periodic inspection of tho
installation on a schedule found suitable to the
Administrative Authority. Prior to the final
approval, the designer must verify ro the
Administrative Authority that the installation is in
compliance with tho approved plans, specifications
and data and such amendments thereto. The
designer must also certify to the Administrative
Authority that the Installatign is in compliance with
the applicable engineered design criteria.

L 2.3 Owner Information. The designer of the
system must provide the Building Owner
information concerning the system, considerations
applicable for any subsequent modifications to the
system, and maintenance requirements as applicable.

L 3.0 Water Heat Exchangers

L 3.1 Heat exchangers used for heat transfer,
heat recovery, or solar heating shall protect the
potable water system from being contaminated by
the heat transfer medium.

L 3.2 Single-wall heat exchangers shall be
permitted if they satisfy all of the following
requirements:

1. The heat transfer medium is either
potable water or contains only substances
which are recognized as safe by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration.

2. The pressure of the heat transfer medium
is maintained less than the normal
minimum operating pressure of the potable
water system.
Exception; Steam complying with
Section L 32 #1 above.
3. The equipment Is permanently labeled to
indicate that only additives recognized as
safe by the FDA shall be used in the heat
transfer medium.

L 3.3 Other heat exchanger designs may be
permitted where approved by the Administrative
Authority.

L 4.0 Fixture UnitValues for Bathroom Groups

L 41 Tables L-i and L-2 reflect the fixture unit
loads for the fixtures in bathrooms as groups, rathor
than as individual fixtures. Such fixtures include
water closets, lavatories and bathtubs or showers.
The tables reflects diversity in the use of fixtures
within a bathroom and between multiple bathrooms.

L 4.2 The listed water supply fixture unit values
in Table L-I reflect the load of entire bathroom
groups oo the cold water service. Individual hot and
cold water branch piping to the fixtures should be
sized according to Chapter 6 and Appendix A.

L 4.3 The listed drainage fixture unit values in
Table L-2 reflect the load of entire bathroom groups
on the sanitary drainage system Where fixtures
within bathrooms connect to different branches of the
drainage system, the fixture unit values for the
Individual fixtures shall be used, as hated in Table 7-3.
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Appendix L UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE
TABLE L-1
Water Supply PJxture Units (WSFU) tor Bathroom Groups
Individual Serving 3 or
Dwelling more Dwelling
Units Units

Bathroom Groups having 1.6 GPF Gravity-Tank Water Closets

Half-hath or Powder Room 35 2.5
1 Bathroom Group 5.0 35
1-1/2 Bathrooms 6.0
2 Bathrooms 70
2-1/2 Bathrooms 80
3 Bathrooms 9.0
Each Additional 1/2 Bath 05
Each Additional Bathroom Grou 1.0
Bathroom Groups having 1.6 GPF Pressure-Tank Water Closets
Half-bath or Powder Room 35 v 25
1 Bathroom Group 5.0 35
1-1/2 Bathrooms 60
2 Bathrooms 7.0
%—1/2 Bathrooms 80
Bathrooms 80
Each Additional 1/2 Bath 05
Each Additional Bathroom GrOLIJ:p , 10
Bathroom Groups having 3.5 GPF Gravity-Tank Water Closets
Haff-batn or Powdar Room 4.0 3.0
1 Bathroom Group 6.0 50
1-1/2 Bathrooms 80
2 Bathrooms 10.0
%—élzthBathrooms %12(())
athrooms .
Each Additional 1/2 Both 05
Each Additional Bathroom Group 1.0
Bath Group (1.6 GPF Fluehometer Valve .0 4.0
Bath Group (3.3 GPF Flushometer Valve 80 60
Kitchon Group (Sink and Dishwasher gg %8

Laundry Group (Sink and Clothoc Washer)

Notes:
L A Rathro?@m 2%rou farthe ﬁ]ur\ﬁose* of this table, concrete of one water closet, up to two lavatories, and
elt 0

er on© bathtub or one shower. . _
2. Ahah-bath or powder room, forthe purposes of thic table, consists of one water closet and one lavatory.

328
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, , . TABLE L-2
Drainage Fixture Unit Values (DFU) for Bathroom Groups

Individual Serving 3 or
[l)Jw,?IImg mor(EJ D\t/velllng

Bathroom Groups having 1.6 GPF Gravity-Tank Water Closets s s
Half-bath or Powder Room 0 20
1 Bathroom Group 0 34
1-1/2 Bathrooms 60
2 Bathrooms 70
2-1/2 Bathrooms 80

3 Bathrooms 90
Each Additional 1/2 Bath 05
Each Additional Bathroom Grou 1.0

Bathr?%m Groqus havng{q 1.6 GPF Pressure-Tank Water Closets

Halt-baih or Powder Room 35 25
1 Bathroom Group 55 35
1-1/2 Bathrooms 65

2 Bathrooms 75

2-1/2 Bathrooms 8.5

3 Bathrooms 95

Each Additional 1/2 Bath 06

o o A PP T ot

athroom Groups having 3. ravity-Tank Water Closets

Hal?—%ath or IJJowdaer R%om Y 30 2.0

1 Bathroom Group 6.0 40

1-1/2 Bathrooms 80

2 Bathrooms 10.0

2-1/2 Bathroom ﬁ%

3 Bathrooms

Each Additiona| L/2 Bath

Each Additional Bathroom
Bath Group (1.6 GPF Flushometer Valve
Bath Group (3.5 GPF Flushometer Valve

Notes

() bathroom group, for the purposes of this table, consists of not more than one water doaet, up to two
lavatories, and either one bathtub or one shower.

A half-bath or powder room, for the purposes of this table, consists of one water closet and one lavatory.
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DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

January 7, 1998
Code Enforcement Officials, Members of Plumbing Code Adoption Boards,

and Interested Members ofthe Plumbing Community

Edward Saltzberg,* PE, CEM, CIPE
J. Richard Wagner,* PE, CIPE

International Plumbing Code/Uniform Plumbing Code Review

The following is a general review of the 1997 versions of both the International Plumbing Code
and the Uniform Plumbing Code prepared by Edward Saltzberg, PL, CEM, CIPE, and J. Richard
Wagner, PE, CEPE. The review was undertaken with the health and safety of the consumer as the
prime concern. However, other factors considered in our review were the life cycle cost of sys-
tems, the ease of enforcement, clarity of the code, plumbing engineering criteria, and any other
reservations that the writers may have had concerning the respective provisions of the two codes.
This review is not intended as a paragraph by paragraph comparison of the two code documents,
but merely a comparison of the significant variations between the two documents.

A. CHAPTER : - ADMINISTRATION

1-1.

1-2.

IPC PREFACE. The section Maintenance contains a significant disclaimer which

reads, "While the development procedure of the International Plumbing Code as-
sures the highest degree of care, BOCA, ICBO, SBCCI, their members and those
participating in the development of this code do not accept any liability resulting
from compliance or noncompliance with the provisions given herein, for any re-
strictions imposed on materials or processes, or for the completeness of the text.
BOCA, ICBO and SBCCI do not have power or authority to police or enforce
compliance with the contents of this code. Only the governmental body that en-
acts the code into law has such authority."

The UPC does not contain such a disclaimer

IPC Section 102.8, Referenced codes and standards. The code indicates that
those codes listed in Chapter 14 are considered part of the requirement of this
code and, therefore, an enforcement agent must have copies of all of those codes
and become thoroughly familiar with them.

* A briefbio oil each writer is included ;it the end of this rcport - A complete Cumcultim Vitae on each writer is available

i|X)ii request,



IPC/UPC Comparison

1-3.

1-4.

1-5.

1-6.

1-7.

1-8.

2 January 7,1998

The UPC attempts to have as much as possible within the body of this code
and not refer to or incorporate other codes as part of this code.

IPC Section 103.4, Restriction of employees. This section has restrictions on
work that employees of a plumbing inspection department may perform and this
section may be in conflict with the administration sections of the local code and,

therefore, it is normally not included as part of a plumbing code.
The UPC does not include this item.

IPC Section 103.5, Liability. This section removes any liability from employees.
However, from a legalistic standpoint, this section may not be valid and may be in
conflict with city attorneys' rules and regulations or state interpretations.

The UPC does not include this item.

IPC Section 104.2, Rule-making authority. This section gives the code official
the authority to adopt and promulgate rules and regulations regarding the Code.

The UPC does not address rule making by the Administrative Authority.
Such authority is normally included in the ordinance that created the Admin-
istrative Authority and/or in the adopting ordinance for the plumbing code.

IPC Section 105.1, Modifications, and 105.2, Alternative materials, methods
and equipment This section is essentially the same as what is included under
UPC Section 301.2, Alternate Materials and Methods.

IPC Section 105.4, Alternative engineered design. This section is not included
in the Uniform Plumbing Code and in a sense contradicts Section 105.2, Alterna-
tive materials, methods and equipment, which allows an easier approval method
for engineers. (See comment under Chapter 2, Definitions, for Alternative engi-
neered design.) In the UPC, provisions for the approval of alternate materials and
methods are in Chapter 3 under Section 301.2, Alternate Materials and Methods.

BPC Section 109, MEANS OF APPEAL. This section provides means of appeal-
ing the decision of the code official. It includes the appeal board, board member-
ship, qualification of member board officers, meetings, and open hearings.

The UPC does not address the filing of appeals and the administration of an
appeal board. Such authority is normally included in the ordinance that cre-
ated the Administrative Authority and/or in the adopting ordinance for the
plumbing code.
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1-9.  On other matters of administration, the IPC and UPC have similar requirements
and address those issues that need to be in the Administrative chapter of a plumb-

ing code.

B. CHAPTER 2 -DEFINITIONS

2-1.  IPC Section 202, GENERAL DEFINITIONS - ALTERNATIVE ENGI-
NEERED DESIGN. The last sentence of the IPC definition indicates "The sys-
tem design is not specifically regulated by Chapters 3 through 13”. Therefore, as
part of any new design, an engineer would have to include all of the appropriate
sections ofthe codes that were to still be enforced as part of his/her submission to
give the code official something with which to inspect and approve the alternative
engineered design, as the entire body ofthe IPC has been deleted by this definition.

The UPC includes alternative engineering methods under Section 301.2, Al-
ternate Material and Methods which still requires compliance with the re-
maining provisions of the UPC.

2-2. IPC Section 202, GENERAL DEFINITIONS - FLOOD ZONES. The IPC de-
fines two different flood zones, flood hazard zone, A Zone, and high hazard zone,
V Zone. While the definition seems clear, there are many areas, such as mountain
areas, where locations are not normally subject to flooding but could be during
heavy rainstorms where runoffs could have high velocity water. Therefore, from
an engineering standpoint it would be somewhat hard to define which zone a spe-
cific building is located in.

The UPC does not contain this confusing item.

C. CHAPTER s -GENERAL REGULATIONS

3-1. IPC Section 303.2, Installation of materials. The material manufacturer's instal-
lation instructions are superseded by the installation provisions of the standard for
that particular material. This could prevent a manufacturer from dictating the in-
stallation requirements for a specific material or product for which it is responsible.

UPC Section 310.4 requires that material be installed according to the code
and the manufacturers recommendations. If there are conflicts, the more

stringent is used.

3-2. The EPC does not have any method to determine the size of the hangers supporting
pipe.

Table 3-1 of the UPC indicates the size of the pipe and the minimum rod size
for hanging various size piping.
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3-3.

3-4.

3-5.

3-6,

3-T.

3-8.
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EPC Table 308.5, HANGER SPACING. The maximum vertical support spacing
for PVC and ABS drainage pipe is four feet. The EPC provides no specific criteria
for the required expansion allowance.

UPC Table 3-2 requires vertical support at the base and every floor with
mid-story guides. The UPC also requires provisions for expansion every 30
feet vertically and horizontally. Furthermore, the installation stanc vds (IS 5-
92 and IS 9-95) provide the expansion factors needed to determine the
amount of expansion that car. occur.

EPC Table 308.5, HANGER SPACING. This section lists support spacing for
aluminum tubing, but aluminum tubing is not an approved material for any EPC

pipii.g systems.
The UPC does not list this material.

EPC Tabic 308.5, HANGER SPACING. Lists maximum vertical support spac-
ing but does not refer to the base of risers or support at floor levels. (Section
308.9 addresses base of stacks only.) In the listing for CPVC, it is not clear
whether the five-foot and six-foot spacings are for the mid-story guides or are in
addition to the mid-story guides.

UPC Table 3-2 is generally more detailed. It specifically calls for vertical
support at the base of risers and at floor levels.

IPC Table 308.5, HANGER SPACING. Footnote "a" requires that hangers
shall be increased to 10-foot spacing where 10-foot lengths of cast iron pipe are
used. (Emphasis added.) Furthermore, industry standards call for the supports to
be within 18 inches of the joints in cast iron soil pipe. The EPC does not require

this.

UPC Table 3-2 says "may be increased." (Emphasis added.) There is no
reason to prohibit support spacings of less than 10 feet in 10-foot lengths of
pipe. Also, the UPC requires that the supports be within 18 inches of the

joints.

IPC Section 308.6, Sway bracing. Requires rigid-support sway bracing for afl
pipe 4" and larger at turns greater than 45 degrees. (Emphasis added.)

UPC Table 3-2 requires sway braces only for cast iron soil pipe and only at
40-foot intervals.

H*C Section 308.7, Anchorage. Calls for restraining anchors on all drain pipe 4"
and larger at changes in direction and where the pipe size changes by two (2) pipe
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3-9.

3-10.

3-11.

3-12.
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sizes. This appears to be based on no-hub cast iron soil pipe, but the IPC does not
say So.

UPC Table 3-2 requires bracing on cast iron pipe at 40-foot intervals to pre-
vent horizontal movement.

IPC Section 309, FLOODPROOFING. The subjective classification of flood
hazard zones is addressed, however, the means by which floodproofing is to be

achieved are not described.

The UPC does not specifically address floodproofing of plumbing installa-
tions.

EPC Section 312, TESTS AND INSPECTIONS. Includes tests for drain and
vent piping, water supply pipe, sewers, and backflow preventers. These require-
ments are not included in the individual chapters.

The UPC includes individual test requirements of drain and vent, water sup-
ply, sewers, and backflow preventer assemblies, etc., in the specific individual

chapters.

IPC Section 312.9, Inspection and testing of backflow prevention assemblies.
The 1997 IPC currently requires at least annual testing but still does not require
that the backflow assemblies be tested at the time of installation or repair.

UPC Section 603.3.2 calls for testing of backflow protection devices at time
ofinstallation, repair, or relocation, and at least annually thereafter. This as-
sures that the devices are functioning properly before being put into service.
Such testing is in accordance with the recommendations of device manufac-
turers and national backflow prevention organizations.

The IPC does not specifically address plumbing in food handling establishments
except for indirect waste, Section 802.1.1.

The UPC addresses special plumbing requirements for food handling estab-
lishments in Sections 318.0 and 412.3.

D. CHAPTER s - FIXTURES, FAUCETS, AND FIXTURE FITTINGS

4-1.

IPC Table 403.1, MINIMUM NUMBER OF PLUMBING FACILITIES.
This table generally requires fewer plumbing fixtures than UPC Table 4-1.

The current trend in the plumbing industry is to increase the minimum num-
ber of required fixtures due to complaints of inadequate "potty panty".
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4-4.

4-5.
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IPC Section 404, ACCESSIBLE PLUMBING FACILITIES. The difference
between Type A and Type B Dwelling Units is not indicated. IPC Section 404.1
requires that accessible plumbing fixtures comply with IPC Section 404 and
CABO/ANSI A117.1. There are several references to CABO/ANSI Al1l7.1
within Section 404, but it is not clear whether or not Section 404 complies with

CABO/ANSI A117.1.

UPC Section 408.7 defers to the building regulation for accessibility re-
quirements for plumbing fixtures. In addition, UPC Section 414 refers to
Table 14-1, MANDATORY REFERENCED STANDARDS, and

CABO/ANSI A117.1 is listed there.

IPC Section 406, AUTOMATIC CLOTHES WASHERS. The IPC requires
the installation of either an integral air gap or an external backflow preventer for a
domestic clothes washer. The IPC fails to recognize that the industry standard for
domestic clothes washers requires that they have an internal air gap. The mention
of a possible external backflow preventer creates confusion in the field and fre-
quently results in the installation of unnecessary devices by uninformed persons.

The UPC recognizes that domestic clothes washers have internal backflow
protection. UPC Section 603.4.7 specifically excludes clothes washer hose
connections fron required backflow protection.

IPC Section 409, DISHWASHING MACHINES. The IPC requires either an
air gap or a backflow preventer for domestic and commercial dishwashers. The
IPC fails to recognize that the industry standards for dishwashing machines require
that they have an internal air gap. The mention of a possible external backflow
preventer creates confusion in the field and frequently results in the installation of

unnecessary devices by uninformed persons.

The UPC recognizes that dishwashing machines have built-in backflow pro-
tection and does not mention the possible need for external devices.

IPC Section 412.4, Floor drains - required location and construction. The
section does not require floor drains in public toilet rooms.

UPC Section 412.2 requires floor drains in public toilet rooms having two
(2) or more water closets or a combination of one (1) water closet and one

(1) urinal.

IPC Section 422, HEALTH CARE FIXTURES AND EQUIPMENT. This is a
briefsection addressing some of the plumbing requirements for iliis type of facility.

The UPC does not specifically address the plumbing uniqueness of health
care plumbing, but does address required backtlow protection of medical
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equipment in Section 603, indirect waste in Chapter 8, and medical gas sys-
tems in medical facilities in Chapter 13.

E. CHAPTER s - WATER HEATERS

5-1.

5-2.

5-3.

5-4.

It C Chapter 5, WATER HEATERS. Does not contain any requirements for
vetting gas-fired water heaters or providing combustion air to gas-fired water

heaters.
UPC Chapter 5 provides tliis required data.

EPC Section 504.7.1, Discharge. Includes requirement that the discharge from a
water heater relief valve shall be "installed in a manner that does not cause per-

sonal injury or property damage ..."

UPC does not include this specific wording but does include requirements in
Section 608.5 that achieve the same results.

EPC Section 504.8.1, Pan size and drain. This section allows the relief valve to
discharge into the drain pan and allows the pan drain to be a minimum of 1" or the
same size as the relief valve piping, whichever is larger. However, the gravity pan
drain line will not carry as much water as the pressurized relief valve discharge
line. Subsequently, flooding can occur which defeats the purpose of the installa-
tion ofthe pan and running the drain to outside the building or other suitable loca-

tion.

The UPC does not allow this condition. The relief valve must discharge
outside or to an approved location, which does not include the pan.

EPC Section 505.1, Unfired vessel insulation. This section requires specific insu-
lation on unfired vessels.

The UPC does not contain this requirement. 1t would be regulated by the lo-
cal energy conservation code.

F. CHAPTER ¢ - WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION

6-1.

IPC Chapter 6, WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION. This section does
not contain a water pipe sizing procedure. IPC Section 604.1 requires that piping
be sized per "acceptable engineering practice”. It also requires that methods used
to determine pipe sizes shall be approved, but it does not say how or by whom.
Furthermore, it does not refer to Appendix E, which is supposedly an acceptable

method.



