
A I aA S K uA  L . I 5 l i l S J L A T U K I S  U U M J P l l  ±  l i L l i  F J L L . I ! « £ >  O O  /  Z

9292 HOUSE LABOR & COMMERCE (T;!; f ; 2 ^ 2 2 3 2 ^



I

£ e rt

I EEIS
I

C O N S U L T I N G  

E N G I N E E R S ,  I N C .
-t+h

-H-H- £ ' ♦-1 ■« 
I E

January’ 21,1997

Dear Members of the House Labor and Commerce Committee:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and 
Governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to 
self insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states 
utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased 
dramatically for those members of state home builders associations utilizing this type of 
legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers compensation 
the members of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely that 
their previous fc* profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of th' costs of building a new house in 
Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 
to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer of that house and the builder of that 
house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit 
both the consumer and the new home builders in AJaska. As mentioned, the workers 
compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through 
reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated industries support this 
legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation, Thank you for your help on 
this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely.

ichard C. Button, P.E. 
Principal
RCB/cq

P.O. Box 92169, Anchorage, AK 99509-2169 - (907) 258-3231 - Fax (907) 272-1288
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TIM  RU SSELL

HC1 BOX 2601 
HEALY, ALASKA 99743-9601

/S07/683-2466
FAX/907/683-2901

1\13\97
Dear Members of the House Labor and Commerce Committee,

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state 
legislature and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other 
associations in the state to self insure for workers compensation insurance tlirough pooling 
arrangements.

This type of legislation has been enacted in oyer forty states with fourteen of these 
states utilizing the pooling process. As a conŝ  ’,uence, workers compensation costs have 
decreased dramatically for those members of state builders associations utilizing this type 
of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers 
compensation, the members of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues 
much more closely than their previous profit oriented insurance companies, causing rates 
to dramatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a 
new house in Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new house in Alaska is 
in the area of $4,000 to S6,000, This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the 
builder of that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce 
the cost will benefit the both the consumer and the new home builders in Alaska. As 
mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown to 
decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety.

I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated industries 
support this legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank 
you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and 
diversification of out great state.
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Dear Members of the House Labor and Commerce Committee,
J The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature

[ and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in
■ the state to solf insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these 
states utilizing this type of legislation. As a consequence, workers compensation costs

E havc decreased dramatically for those members of state home builders associations 
utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self 
insures for workers compensation the members of the association tend to focus on fraud

I  and safety issues much more closely than their previous for*profit insurance companies
causing rates to dramatically decrease.

I  Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new house
in Alaska; the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area 
of $4000 to $6000. This cost places a burden on both the c o n s u m e r  of that house a n d  the 
builder of that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska. Anything we can do to 

fej reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in Alaska. As
mentioned, the w'o.rkers compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown to

I  decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts, and peer
I and hundreds of others in the home building aud other association industries support

I  this legislation. I!m writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank yo u  for
your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of
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P.O. Box I I 1646 • Anchorage. Alaska 99511-1646 
Telephone (907) 345-8861 • FA X  (907) 345-8862

February ?.,1997

Representative Norman Rokberg 
Chair, House Labor and Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Rokberg:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state 
legislature and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other 
associations in the state to self insure for workers compensation insurance through 
pooling arrangements.

This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of 
these states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation 
costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home builders 
associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an 
association self insures for workers compensation the members of the association 
tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previous for 
profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new 
house in Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is 
in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer 
of that house and the builder of that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, 
anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new 
home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling 
legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in 
fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.

I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated industries 
support this legislation. I’m writing to ask that you also support this legislation. 
Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health 
and diversification of our great state.

C • M  I

Robert L Lutje 
President
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R. D. Almlie Construction, General Contractor
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January 14, 1997

Dear Members of the House Labor and Commerce Committee,

The Alaska Slate Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature 
and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in 
the state to self insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling 
arrangements.

This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other stales with fourteen of these 
stated utilizing this type of legislation. As a conseauence, workers compensation costs 
have decreased dramatically for those member of state home builders associations 
utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self 
insures for workers compensation the members of the association tend to focus on 
fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previous for-profit insurance 
companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new 
house in Alaska; the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in 
the area of $4000 to $6000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer of that 
house and the builder of that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska. Anything we 
can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in 
Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support has 
been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety 
efforts, and peer pressure.

I and hundreds of others in the home building and other association industries support 
this legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your 
help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of 
our great state.

Sincerely.

Builder Member
Home Builders Association of Juneau, Inc.
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January 14, 1997

Dear Members o f the House labor and Commerce 
Committee:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been 
working with the state legislature and Governor to pass 
legislation that will allow our association and other 
associations in the State to self insure for workers 
compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type o f  legislation has been enacted in over forty 
other states with fourteen of these state s utilizing this 
type o f  legislation. As a consequence, workers 
compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those 
members o f  state home builders ass< iciatlons utilizing this 
type o f  legislation. Experience has s lown that when an 
association self insures for workers compensation the 
members o f  the association tend to fccus on fraud and 
safety issues much more closely.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion o f 
the costs o f  building a new house in Alaska; the average 
workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is 
in the area o f S4000 to $6000 dollars. New housing is 
expensive in Alaska. Anything we can do to reduce cost 
will benefit both the consumer and the new home 
builders. As mentioned, the workers compensation 
pooling legislation we support has been shown to 
decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, 
improved safety efforts, and peer pressure.

I and hundreds o f others in the home building and other 
association industries support this legislation. I'm writing 
to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you 
for your help on this issue o f critical importance to the 
economic health and diversification o f our great State.

Sincerely,

Jonathan N. Wolfson
Home Builders Association o f Juneau, Inc.

Jonathan N. Wolfson
G eneral C on tracting  

21004

605 N . F ranklin  
Juneau , A K  99801 

(907) 586-3601
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The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state 
legislature and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other 
association in the state to self insure for workers compensation insurance through 
pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of 
these states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers 
compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home 
builders associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that 
when an association self insures for workers compensation the members of the 
association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their 
previous for profit Insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.

I

i

i Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new 
house In Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home In Alaska 
is In (he area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer 
of that house and the bailder of that house. New housing te'expensive in Alaska, 
anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the conw jmer and the new

I Home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling
legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in 
fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.

I and hundreds of others In the home building and other associated industries 
support this legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation, 
Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health 
and diversification of our great state.

Sincerely,
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January 20, 1997

Dear Chairman of the House Labor and Commerce Committee:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state 
legislature and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other 
association in the state to self insure for workers compensation insurance through 
pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of 
these states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation 
costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home builders 
associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an 
association self insures for workers compensation the members of the association tend 
to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previous for profit 
insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new 
house in Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is 
in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer of 
that house and the builder of that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, anything 
we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new Home 
builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we 
support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved 
safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated industries support 
this legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation, Thank you for 
your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification 
of our great state.

Sincerely,

Executive Officer

ANCH ORAGE HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
8301 Schoon Street, Suite 200 • Anchorage, AK 99518 • (907) 522-3605 • Fax (907) 522-3757



W ATER/ F I RE DAMAGE REPAIR 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESTORATION SERVICES

Dear Norman Rokeberg Chair of the House Labor and Commence Committees:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature 
and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other association in the 
state to self insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these 
states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have 
decreased dramatically for those members of state home builders associations utilizing this 
type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers 
compensation the members of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues 
much more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies causing rates to 
dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new house 
in Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area 
of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer of that house and the 
builder of that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce 
the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new Home builders in AJaska. As 
mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown to 
decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated industries support this 
legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation, Thank you for your 
help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification f our 
great state.

Sincerely,

Elaine S. Taylor 
President

715T AVENUE • ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99518 • (907) 044-1239 ••'. FAX (907) 044-8454
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Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2509 
(907) 258-2247 fax: 258-5352 

email: achp@ alaska.net

January 23 ,1997

Representative Norman Rokeberg Chairman 
House Labor aijd Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Rokeberg,

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the governor 
to pass legislation that rvill allow our association and other associations in the state to self insure for 
workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type o f  legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen o f  these states utilizing 
the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those 
members o f  state home builders associations utilizing this type o f  legislation. Experience has shown that 
when an association self insures for workers compensation the members o f  the association tend to focus on 
fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies causing rates 
to dramatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion o f  the costs o f  building a new house in Alaska. The 
average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area o f  $4,000 to $6,000. This cost 
places a burden on both the consumer o f  that house and the builder o f  that house. New housing is 
expensive in Alaska, and anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the 
new Home builders in AJaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support 
has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer 
pressure.

I and hundreds o f  others in the home building and other associated industries support this legislation. I ’m 
writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue o f  critical 
importance to the econom ic health and diversification o f  our great state.

Executive Director

mailto:achp@alaska.net
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TITLE INSURANCE AGENCY 9097 GLacier Highway 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Phone 1907) 789-1671 
FAX (907) 759-2375

January 21, 1997

Dear Member of the House Labor and Commerce Committee,

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and 
governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state 
to self insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling atrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these 
states utilizinglhis type of legislation. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have 
decreased dramatically for those members of state home builders associations utilizing this 
type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers 
compensation the members of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more 
closely than their previous for-profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically 
decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion for the costs of building a new house in 
Alaska; the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of 
$4000.00 to $6000.00. This cost places a burden on both the consumer of that house and the 
builder of that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska. Anything we can do to reduce the 
cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the 
workers compensation pooling legislation we support has been showr to decrease these costs 
through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts, and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and other association industries support this 
legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on 
this Issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.

Title Insurance Agency 
Associate Member
Home Builders Association of Juneau, Inc.
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d e B E S T  w a t e r  c o m p a n y  □ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■
224 Kftft&l Ave. ■ SoWotna, AK 96660 • Telephone (007)282-2955 • Fax (907)262-6528

January 21,1997

Attention: Norman Rokeberg, Chairman of the House Labor and Commerce Committee 

Dear Sir

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and governor to 
pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self insure for workers 
compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these stales utilizing 
the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those 
members of state home builders associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that 
when an association self insures for workers compensation, the members of the association tend to focus 
on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previous profit insurance companies causing rates 
to dramatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new house in Alaska; the 
average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost 
places a burden on both the consumer of that hour? and the builder of that house. New housing is 
expensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce th> -ost will benefit both the consumer and the new 
home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support has 
been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.

1 and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated industries support this legislation. I 
am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical 
importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.

Sincerely,

Robert S. Dauenhaucr 
Manager, deBEST water company
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B E M A  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o .  ______ _
3900 Steven Dr. 

Waslta. AJarta 99654 
(907)376-1123 

(907) 376-2328 FAX

Dear Chairman Norman Rokeberg 
House Labor and Comme,r: Committee:

The Alaska State He me Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and governor to 
pass legislation that will allow our association and other association in the state to self insure for 
workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these stales utilizing 
the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased dramatically for 
those members of state home builders associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has 
shown that when an association self insures for workers compensation the members of the association 
tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previous for profit insurance 
companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new house in Alaska: the 
average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to S6,000. This 
cost places a burden on both the consumer of that house and the builder of that house. New housing is 
expensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost -will benefit both the consumer and the new 
Home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support has 
been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer 
pressure.

I and hundreds of other in the home building and other associated industries support this legislation.
I’m writing to ask that you also support this legislation, Thank you for your help on this issue of critical 
importance to the economic health and diversification of oui g’eal state.

Sincerely,
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January 21, 1997

Dear Chairman o f the House Labor & Commence Committee:
v." •

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and 
governor to pass legislation that will allow our association arid other associations in the state to 
self insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

. *  !'•:•

This type o f legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen o f these states 
utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased 
dramatically for those members o f state home builders associations utilizing this type o f 
legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers compensation 
the members o f the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than 
their previous for profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.

JiiWorkers compensation costs are a substahtial portion of the costs o f building a new house in 
Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 
to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer o f that house and the builder of that 
house. New housing is expensive in Alaska and anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit 
the consumer and the new Home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation 
pooling legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, 
improved safety efforts and peer pressure,
I  and hundreds o f others in the home building and other associated industries support this 
legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on 
this issue o f critical importance to the economic health and diversification o f our great state.

RbspectMy yours,
T O C /

PREFERRED PLUMBING & HEATING 
By': Rockwell G. Smith, Owner
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R a i n  P r o o f  R o o f i n g  C o
2201 EAST 84th COURT 2708 STANDARD AVENUE

/  ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99507 FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701
(907) 344-5545 (907) 456-5545

FAX (907) 349-3388 FAX (907) 452-2693

Januaiy21,1997

Dear Norman Rokeberg Chairman of the House Labor and Commerce Committee:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature 
and governor to pass legislation that w ill allow our association and other association in 
the state to self insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type o f legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen o f these 
states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have 
decreased dramatically for those members of state home builders associations utilizing 
this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for 
workers compensation the members of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety 
issues much more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies causing rates 
to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs o f building a new house 
in Alaska; the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area 
o f $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer o f that house and 
the builder of that house. New housing in expensive is Alaska, anything wc can do to 
reduce the cost w ill benefit both the consumer and the new Home builders in Alaska. As 
mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation wc support has been shown to 
decrease theses costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer 
pressure.
I and hundreds o f others in the home building and other associated industries support this 
legislation. I ’m writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your 
help on this issue o f critical importance to the economic health and diversification o f our 
great state.
Sincerely,
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January 21,1997
Norman Rokeberg 
Chairman of the House Labor & commence committees
Dear Chairman of the House Labor & commence committees:
The Alaska state Home Builders Association has been working with the state 
legislature and governor to  pass legislation that will allow our association and 
other associations in the state to self Insure fo r workers compensation insurance 
through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted fo r over forty other states with fourteen 
of these states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers 
compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members o f state 
home builders associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown 
that when an association self insures for workers compensation the members of 
the association tend to focus on fraud and safety Issues much more closely than 
their previous fo r p ro fit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically 
decrease.
workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a 
new house in Alaska: the average workers compensation costs fo r a new home in Alaska is in the area of Sfl.ooo to 56,000. This cost places a burden on both the 
consumer of tnat house and the builder o f that house. New housing is expensive 
in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer 
and the new Horn oullders In Aiaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation 
pooling legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others In the home building and other associated industries support this legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation. 
Thank you for your help on this Issue of critical importance to the economic 
health and diversification of our great state.

Sincerely,

c J L  —

Hugh Chumley 
General Manager

i  i i n t u a / i r . ,  i n r .  p .O  U o x  7 5 3 ,  S l f r l in U , A la sk a
IW ); i» iM 66n fan: 11,2 1514
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D e a r  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e ,

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  
3 t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  
a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n s u r e  f o r  
w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  i n  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  
w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  A s  a  
c o n s e q u e n c e ,  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  
t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  
f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t h e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  
f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m u c h  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h e n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r - p r o f i t  
i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t s  o f  
b u i l d i n g  n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a /  t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  
a  n e w  h o m e  i n  A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  c o s t  
p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  
t h a t  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x p e n s i v e  i n  A l a s k a .  A n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  
r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  h o m e  b u i l d e r s  
i n  A l a s k a .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  
s u p p o r t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e d  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s ,  a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  
i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I ' m  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  
s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  
c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  
g r e a t  s t a t e .

A s s o c i a t e  M e m b e r
H om e B u i l d e r s  . A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  J u n e a u *  J n c
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ABC General Contracting 
1503 2nd Ave. 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
(907) 457-2221 Fax (907) 457-5045 

e-mail abc$idin@mosquitonet.com

January 22, 1997

The Honorable Norman Rokeberg 
Chair of the House Labor and Commerce Committee
Sir;
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and 
governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self 
insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states 
utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased 
dramatically for those members of state home builders ar - “iations utilizing this type cf legislation. 
Experience has shown that when an association self insu.«, for workers compensation the 
members of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their 
previous for profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new house in 
Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,OCX) 
to $6,000. This cost places a bunlen on both the consumer and builder of that house. Now housing 
is expensive in Alaska, anything wc can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and 
home builders in Alaska, As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support 
has been shown to decrease these co6ts through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and 
peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated industries support this 
legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Res

JohABC General Contracting

I t A f U  tm m U u  £tdi*f CvytAnp"

mailto:idin@mosquitonet.com


uresco construction materials, inc.
8246 So. 194th P.O. Box 1778 
Kent, WA 98035-1778

1/22/97
Dear Chairman of the House Labor arid Commerce Committee:
The AJaska State Home builders Association has been working with the state 
legislature and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and 
other associations In the state to self insure for workers compensation insurance 
through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen 
of these states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers 
compensation costs have decreases dramatically for those members of state 
home builders associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has 
shown that when an association self insures for workers compensation, the 
members of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more 
i .osely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to 
dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a 
new house in Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home 
in Alaska is the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the 
consumer of that house and the builder of that house. New housing is 
expensive In Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the 
consumer and the new home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers 
compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown to decrease these 
costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure,
I and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support 
this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank 
you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and 
diversification of our great state.

r .1 .* •* t
1 1'• • * i * »Sincerely \ . / I;  /;

; /  J jk
Daryl Sobek/ • I p  A  '
Uresco Construction Materials
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January 22, 1907
Dear Chairman o f the House labor and Commerce Committee:
The Alaska State I Ionic Builders Association has been working with the stuie legislature 
and governor 1o pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in 
the slate lo self insure for worker’s compensation insurance ilnough pooling 
arrangements.
This type o f legislation has been enacted in over forty other stales with fourteen o f these 
states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, worker’s compensation costs have 
decreased dramatically for those membets o f slate home builders associations utilizing this 
type oflcgislaiion. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for 
worker's compensation, the members of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety 
issues much more closely than theii previous for-prolit insurance companies, causing rates 
to dramatically decrease.
Worker’ s compensation costs aic. a substantial portion o f the costs of building a new 
house in Alaska. The average workei’s compensation cost foi a new home in Alaska is in 
the area o f $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and Ihe 
builder o f that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska Anything wc can do to reduce 
the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in Alaska. As 
mentioned, the worker’s compensation pooling legislation wc support has been shown to 
decrease these costs through reduction in ft and, improved safet y dib i ts and peer pressure
1 and hundreds o f others in the home building and otliei associated industries support this 
legislation. I ’m writing to ask that you also suppoil this legislation. Thank you for your 
help on this issue o f c j  ideal impoitancc to the economic health and diversification of our 
great state.

Sincerely,

Clinrles A. Hansen 
President

1 * 0 .  B o x  1 1 0 7 6 8  •  A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 1
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' r f a m t l t t o d t l  A  A u m i t t  A r id  'r f c iK U t K V U

Past Office llnx 520649 
Hig I '** ■■Maska 99652

Dear Members o f the House Labor and Commerce and Committee:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and governor to 
pass legislation that w ill allow our association an.1 other associations in the state to self insure for workers 
compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type oflegislalion has been enacted m over forty states with fourteen o f these states utilizing the 
pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those 
members o f state home builders associations utilizing this type o f legislation. Experience has shown that 
when an association self insures for workers compensation the members o f the association tend to focus on 
fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies causing rates 
to dramatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion o f the costs o f building a new house in Alaska: the 
average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area o f $4,000 to $6,000. This cost 
places a burden on both the consumer and the new Home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers 
compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in 
fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.

1 and hundreds o f others in the home building and other associated industries support this legislation. I ’m 
writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on the issue o f critical 
importance to the economic health and diversification o f our great state.

Sincerely,

Phone

We Lake (907) 892-6001 
iVatilla jW i 373-700! 
Tnus Plant (907) H92-6126

Fm

We Lake (907)892-6223 
II at ilia (907) 373-6223
Trust Plant (907) 892-6232



Alaska Best Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
1 845  Caribou W ay  

Fairbanks, A laska 9 9 7 0 9  
(9 0 7 ) 4 5 5 -6 5 0 6  Office (9 0 7 ) 4 5 5 -4 8 7 1  Fax

Dear Chairman of the House Labor and Commerce Committees:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature 
and govornor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other association in 
the state to self insure for workers compensation Insurance through pooling 
arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these 
states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs 
have decreased dramatically for those members of state home builders associations 
utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association tend to 
focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previous for profit 
insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new 
house in Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in 
the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer of that 
house and the builder of that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, anything we 
can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and tho new Home builders in 
Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support has 
been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts 
end poor pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated industries support 
this legislation. I’m writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for 
your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of 
our great state.
Sincerely,

Jeff Bovee,
Manager



a u a s K f l
m m  m o m m ,  m e
900 UJ€ST FIR€LU€€D l_AN€ SUIT6 201 
Anchorage, Alcska 99503-2509 
(907) 258-2247 fox: 258-5352 

email: ochp@olasha.net

January 2 3 , 1997

R epresentative N o n a a n  R okeberg Chairm an  
H ouse Labor and C om m erce C om m ittee  
A lask a  State L egislature  
Juneau, A laska

D ear R epresentative R okeberg,

T he A laska  State H om e B uilders A ssociation  has been  w ork in g  w ith  the state legislature and the governor 
to p ass leg isla tion  that w ill a llo w  our association  and other associations in  the state to  s e l f  insure for 
w orkers com p ensation  insurance through p oolin g  arrangem ents.

T h is type o f  leg isla tion  has been  enacted in  over forty other states w ith  fourteen o f  th ese states u tiliz in g  
the p o o lin g  process. A s a consequence, workers com pensation  costs have decreased dram atically for those 
m em bers o f  state hom e builders associations u tiliz in g  th is type o f  leg islation . E xperience has show n that 
w h en  an association  s e l f  insures for w orkers com pensation  the m em bers o f  the association  tend to focus on 
fraud and  safety issu es m uch m ore c lo se ly  than their previous for profit insurance com panies causing  rates 
to d ram atically  decrease.

W orkers com pensation  costs are a substantial portion o f  the costs o f  bu ild ing a new  house in A laska. T he  
average w orkers com p en sation  cost for a new  hom e in  A laska is in  th e  area o f  $ 4 ,0 0 0  to $ 6 ,0 0 0 . T h is cost 
p laces a burden on both the consum er o f  that house and  the builder o f  that house. N ew  housing is 
exp en sive  in  A laska, and anyth ing w e  can do  to reduce the cost w ill benefit both the consum er and the 
n ew  H om e builders in  A laska. A s m entioned, the workers com pensation  p oo lin g  leg isla tion  w e  support 
has b een  sh ow n  to decrease these costs through reduction in  fraud, im proved safety efforts and peer 
pressure.

I arid hundreds o f  others in  the hom e build ing and other associated  industries support th is legislation . I ’m 
w riting  to a sk  that you  also  support th is legislation . T hank you  for your help on  this issue o f  critical 
im portance to the econ om ic health and diversification  o f  our great state.

S incerely ,

T ech n ica l D irector

mailto:ochp@olasha.net
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blu Spruce 6732 N o r th  Dougins Hwv. •  Ju n e a u .  AJaska 99801

CONSTRUCTION, inc. AA21445 •  (907) 586^5158

26 January 1997

Honorable Norman Rokeberg, Chairman 
House Labor and Commerce Committee

Dear Representative Rokeberg and Members o f the House:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature 
and the governor to pass legislation that w ill allow our association and other associations in the 
state to self insure workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type o f legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states 
utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, v/oxkers compensation costs have decreased 
dramatically for th jse members o f state home builders associations utiliz ing this type o f legislation. 
Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers compensation the members 
o f the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previous for 
profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion o f the costs o f building a new house in Alaska: 
the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area o f S 4,000 to $ 6,000. 
This cost places a burden on both the consumer of that house and the builder o f that house, New housing 
is expensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost w ill benefit both the consumer and the new 
home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support has 
been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.

I and hundreds o f others in the home building and other associated industries support this legislation.
I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation.
Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification 
o f our great state.

Respectively,

Marquam George, President
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January 2 4 , 1 9 9 7

N orm an Rokeberg
Chairm an o f the  House Labor &  Com m erce 

Dear M r. Rokeberg:

The A laska S tate  Hom e Builders A ssocia tion  has been w orking  w ith  the state  legislature and governor 
to  pass leg isla tion th a t w ill a llow  our association and other association in the  s ta te  to  se lf insure fo r 
w orke rs  com pensation  insurance th rough  pooling arrangem ents.

This type  o f legislation has been enacted in over fo rty  other states w ith  fourteen  of these states 
u tiliz ing  the  pooling process. A s a consequence, w orkers com pensation costs have decreased 
dram atica lly  fo r those  m em bers o f sta te  hom ebuilders associations utilizing th is  type  o f legislation. 
Experience has sh ow n  th a t w hen  an association se lf insures for w orkers com pensation the  members 
o f the  association tend  to  focus on fraud and sa fe ty  issues m uch more closely than the ir previous fo r 
p ro fit insurance com panies causing rates to  dram atically decrease.

W orkers com pensation  costs are a substantial portion  o f the  costs o f building a new  house in A laska; 
the  average w orke rs  com pensation cost fo r a new  home in Alaska is in the  area o f $ 4 ,0 0 0  to  $ 6 ,0 0 0 . 
This c o s t places a burden on both  the consum er o f tha t house and the builder o f tha t house. New 
housing  is expensive in A laska , anyth ing w e can do to  reduce the cost w ill benefit both  the  consum er 
and the  new  hom e builders in A laska. As m entioned, the  w orkers com pensation pooling leg isla tion w e 
su p p o rt has been sh o w n  to  decrease these costs th rough  reduction in fraud , im proved safe ty e fforts 
and peer pressure.

I and hundreds o f o the r in the  hom e building and other associated industries su pp o rt th is  legislation.
I am w ritin g  to  ask th a t you  also support th is legislation. Thank you fo r your help on th is  issue of 
critica l im portance  to  the  econom ic health and diversification o f our great state.

Patsy M izera 
Vice President

cc; M a rk  H odgins 
Gary Davis 
Gail Phillips
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

B A X T E R ,  B R U C E ,  B R A N D  &c D O U G L A S
pro fessio n al  CORPORATION

P.O. eox 32BIV 
JUN6AU, ALASKA CQ0C3

106 (7«l*plion«) 
(VO/) /eQ-)0)3  (FueiimWo) 
bbbdC/oiatko.noi (b*r>tofl)

January 15, 1997

TKF3J. BAXTbR 
pANiri C5 QKUCE 

C^RVs -a i  SO/vw.LWb bKANO 
JAAOtb b. L70UI31A6. JR. 

KEVIN J. SULLIVAN 
jCrrCRVD TROUTT 

bl IAABCTI I A. ZIEGLER

Members of the House Labor and Commerce Committee:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working w ith the state 

legislature and governor to pass legislation that w ill allow our association and other 
associations in the state to self-insure for workers compensation insurance through 
pooling arrangements.

This type o f legislation has been enacted in over 40 other states with 14 o f these 
states utilizing this type o f legislation. As a consequence, workers compensation costs 
have decreased dramatically for those members o f state home builders associations 
utilizing this type o f legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self- 
insures for workers compensation, the members o f the association tend to focus on fraud 
and sid'ety issues much more closely than their previous for-profit insurance companies, 
causing rates to dr amatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a 
new house in Alaska. The average workers compensation cost for a new home in 
Alaska is in the area o f $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the 
consumer o f that house and the builder o f that house. New housing is expensive in 
Alaska. Anything we can do to reduce the cost w ill benefit both the consumer and the 
new home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling 
legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in 
fraud, improved safety efforts, and peer pressure.

T and hundreds o f others in the home building and other association industries 
support this legislation. I ’m writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank 
you for your help on this issue o f critical importance to the economic health and 
diversification o f our great state.

Best regards,
BAXTER, BRUCE, BRAND & DOUGLAS

Daniel G. Bruce 
Associate Member
Home Builders Association o f Juneau, Inc.

CPPir.RS LOCATED AT PROFESSIONAL "LAZA P3QO GLACIER HIGHWAY
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/1051 A E. PARKS HWY. 
W ASILLA. ALASKA 99654 

376-7515

Dear Chariman of the House (Senate) Labor and Commerce Committee:

The Alaska State Home Guilders Association has been working wtth the state 
legislature and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other 
association in the state to self insure for workers compensation insurance through 
pooling arrangements.
1 his type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of 
these states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers 
compensation costs have decreased dramatically Tor those members of state home 
builders associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown thst 
v/hen an association self insures for workers compensation the members of the 
association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their 
previous for profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new 
house In Alaska1 the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska 
is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer 
of that house and the builder of that house. New housing is expensive In Alaska, 
anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new 
Home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, »he workers compensation pooling 
legislation we support has been shov n to aecrease these costs through reduction in 
fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others In the home building and other associated industries 
support this legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation. 
Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health 
and diversification of our great slate.



I

1

i

1

1

B

1

1

I

I

B

B

A
SPE

UffeORA BUILDERS
lA llZ IN G  IN CUSTOM HOMES 
32 1 2  RIVERVIEW DRIVE 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 9 9 7 0 9  
(4 0 7P  4 5 2 - 8 5 5 7  (FAX) 4 5 2 - 8 5 5 7

Dear Chairman o f the Hod
The Alaska State Home B 
leg isla ture and gouemor 
other association in the j 
Insurance through pool

se

This type o f legislation h^s tj 
teen o f theses states utl 
compensation costs hauoj 
s ta te home builders assq 
has shown tha t when an 
members o f the association 
closely then the ir preuiofis 
dram atica lly decrease

Izlijg 
de 
cl a
Lssi

Workers compensation cq
new house In Alaska; tho puarage workers compensation cost fo r  a new home In
Alaska Is In the area o f Sfc.Bfi 
consumer o f tha t house t>nd 
expenslue in Alaska, anyt iln ji 
consumer and the new Heme 
compensation pooling legjsle]

1 / 2 3 / 9 7

Senate) Labor and Commerce Committee;
tjilddrs Association has been working w ith  the state 
to mss legislation tha t w ill allow our association and 
ta ts  to se lf Insure fo r workers compensation 

arrangements.
een enacted In ouer fo rty  other states w ith  four- 

the pooling process. As a consequence, workers 
greased dramatically fo r those members o f the 
ions utiliz ing this type o f legislation. Experience 
Relation se lf Insures fo r workers compensation the 
end to focus on fraud and safety Issues much more 
br p ro fit Insurance companies causing rates to

st are a substantial portion o f the cost o f building a

cost through reduction In fN
I and hundreds o f otherslin 
support th is legislation. I'm  
legislation. Thank you f i r  
economic health nnd dlu^rsl

B to $6,086. This cost places burden on both the 
he builder o f that house. New housing Is 
we can do to reduce the cost w ill benefit both the 

builders In Alaska. As mentioned, the workers 
ion we support has been shown to decrease these 
ud, Improua safety e ffo rts  and peer pressure,
he home building and other associated Industries 
w riting to Bsk that you also support this 

y£ur help on this Issue o f critical Importance to the 
Icatlon o f our great state.

Sincerely,
Aodger Burks, /Owner



R E F U S E , INC.

■:V; .

' y  ' * .Y * * ’ '

6301 R O S E W O O U  S T R E E T  
A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  99518  

907*563-3 7 17

•vcv-p^Mem^'bf the House (Senate) Labor and ComtTtefce Commiifee: (list ; - :C n a m e )
*•»' « *' ..i f, . . .Home Buidere Association has been working with the stats 

fiiovemor to pass legislation that will allow cur association and other 
/-^|6^iE^#me'stat8 to self insure for workers compensation Insurance through 
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T  &  H  Plumbing and Heating
PO  Box 871395
221 Forest S t

W asilla , A K  99687
(907 ) 376 -2859  

Fax: (907 ) 373-3851
January 23, 1997

Dear Chariman of the House (Senate) Laoorana commerce commmee:

The Alaska State Home Bullder9 Association has been working with the state 
legislature and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other 
association In the state to self Insure for workers compensation insurance through 
pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of 
these states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers 
compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of stare home 
builders associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that 
when an association self insures for workers compensation the members cf the 
association tend to focus on fraud and safety Issues much more closely than their 
previous for profit insurance companies causing rates tc dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantia! portion of the costs of building a new 
house In Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska 
is in the area of $4,000 to 36,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer 
cf that house and the builder of that house. New housing is expensive In Aaska, 
anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefrt both the consumer and the new 
Home builders In Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling 
legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in 
fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated Industries 
sucport this legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation,
Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health 
and diversification of our great state,
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January 22, 1997

Dear Chairman o f the House (Senate) Labor and Commerce Commirtee:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and 
governor to pass legislation that -will allow our association and other association in the state to 
self insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type o f legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen o f these states 
utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased 
dramatically for those members o f state home builders associations utilizing this type of 
legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers compensation 
the members o f the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than 
their previous for profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically increase.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion o f the costs o f budding a new house in 
Alaska; the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area o f S4.000 
to S6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer o f that house and the builder o f that 
house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit 
both the consumer and the new Home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers 
compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through 
reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds o f others in the home building and other associated industries support this 
legislation. I ’m writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on 
this issue o f critical importance to the economic heahh and diversification o f our great state.

Sincerely,

Charles SpineUi 
Spinell Homes, Inc.

9210 VANGUARD DRIVE ♦ SUITE 102 • ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99507 • 344-5678 * FAX 344-1976
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Dear Chariman of the Ho jse (Senate) Labor and Commerce Committee.

The AJaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state 
legislature and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other 
association in the state to self insure for workers compensation insurance through 
pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of 
these states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers 
compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home 
builders associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that 
when an association self insures for workers compensation the members of the 
association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their 
previous for profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new 
house in Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home In Alaska 
is in the area of $4,000 to $0,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer 
of that house and the builder of that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, 
anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new 
Home builders In Alaska. As mem .ned, the workers compensation pooling 
legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in 
fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others In the home building and other associated industries 
support this legislation. I'm wnting to ask that you also support this legislation. 
Thank you for your help on this issue of critical Importance to the economic health 
and diversification of our great state.

Sincerely,
cj£----------

C a r l a  M e e k  
o w n e r

E L E C T R IC A L  C O N T R A C T IN G  -  D E P E N D A B L E  S E R V IC E
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D.G. Smith Builders
2281 E, Sun Mountain Ave. Suite 2 

Wm UU, Alaska 89854 
(807) 376-1493

Dear Chariman of the House (Senate) Labor and Commerce Committee;

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state 
legislature and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other 
association In the state to self Insure for workers compensation Insurance through 
pooling arrangements.

This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of 
these states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers 
compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home 
builders associations utilizing this type of legislation Experience has shown that 
when an association self insures for workers compensation the members of the 
association tend to focus on fraud and safety Issues much more closely than their 
previous for profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new 
house In Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska 
is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer 
of that house and the builder of that house. New housing Is expensive In Alaska, 
anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new 
Home builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling 
legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction in 
fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated Industries 
support this legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation,
Thank you for your help on this Issue of critical Importance to the economic health 
and diversification of our great state.

S in c e re ly .
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8032 Queen Victoria Drive Anchorage, Alaska S9518 
Phone (907) 229-1094

Dear Chariman of the House (Senate) Labor and Commerce Committee:

Tbs Alaska State Home Buidere Association has been working with tho state 
tefllslatUB and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other 
association In the slate to aetf Insure far workers compensation Insurance through 
pootina arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of 
these states tiltring the pooling process. As a consequence, workers 
compensation casts have decreased dramatically tor those members of state home 
builders associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that 
when an association self insures for workers compensation the members of the 
association tend to focus on fraud and safety Issues much more closely than their 
previous for profit insurance companies causing rates to dramaticaly decrease.
Workers compensation cods are a substantial portion of the costs of buildng a new 
hou&e in Alaska: the average workers com pen cation cost for a new home in AJaska 
is in the area of $4,000 to 56,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer 
of thal house and the builder of that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, 
anything wb can do to reduce the cost wil benefit both the consumer and the new 
Home builders In Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling 
legislation we support has bean shown to decrease these costs through reduction in 
fraud. Improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
I » kJ hundreds of others In the home buikfng and other associated industries 
support this legislation. I'm writing to ask that you alaD support this legislation. 
Thank you for your help on this Issue of critical importance to the economic health 
and drvaraification of our great state.

Sricerefy,

-GUfc —



E n e r g y  D e s i g n  A s s o c i a t e s ,  i n c .

January 22, 1997

The Honorable Norman Rokeberg 
Chairman, House Labor and Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Chairman:

1 am writing to ask that you support legislation allowing the Alaska State Home Builders Association 
to self-insure for workers compensation through pooling arrangements. We have been working with 
the state legislature and governor to pass such legislation.

This type o f legislation has been enacted in more than forty states. Fourteen o f these states utilizing 
the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased dramatically 
for those members o f state home builder associations utilizing this type o f legislation. Experience 
has shown that when an association self-insures workers compensation, association members tend 
to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than “ for profit”  insurance companies -- 
ultimately resulting in dramatic rate reductions.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion o f the cost o f building a new house in Alaska. 
The average workers compensation cost is approximately S4.000 to $6,000 per house. I f  we can 
reduce the cost o f workers compensation by 50 percent through self-insurance, this would pay for 
nearly half the cost o f a home’ s heating system! New housing is expensive in Alaska. Anything we 
can do to reduce the cost w ill directly benefit the consumer.

I and hundreds o f others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. 
Again. I ask you to please support this legislation. Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

President
Energy Design Associates. Inc.

17526 RACHEL CIRCLE, EAGLE RIVER, ALASKA 99577 • TELEPHONE (907) 696-5573
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Representative Norman Rokeberg, Chairman 
House Labor & Commerce Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801*1182
Dear Representative Rokeberg and Labor and Commerce Committee Members:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and gover­
nor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self insure 
for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states uti* 
lizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased dra­
matically for those members of state home builders associations uticzing this type of legislation. 
Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers compensation the mem­
bers of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previ­
ous for profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensations costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new house in 
Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 
to $6,000. this cost places a burden on both the consumer of that house and the builder of that 
house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both 
the consumer and the new I lome builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation 
pooling legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through reduction In fraud, 
improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated industries support this legisla­
tion. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue 
of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
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January 2 3 ,1 9 9 7

Chairman o f the House (Senate) Labor and Commerce Committee;
Labor and Commerce Committee
Dear Norman Rokeberg,
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature 
and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in 
the state to self insure for worker’s compensation insurance through pooling 
arrangements.
This type o f legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of those 
states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have 
decreased dramatically far those members o f state home builders associations utilizing this 
type o f legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for 
workers compensation the members o f the association tend to focus on fraud and safety 
issues much more closely than their previous ‘ for profit' insurance companies causing 
rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion o f the costs o f building a new 
house in Alaska. The average workers compensation costs for a new home in Alaska is in 
the area o f $4, 000 to 56,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer o f that 
house and the builder o f the house. New housing is expensive in Alaska and anything we 
can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders. As 
mentioned, the worker’ s corapensationpooling legislation we support has been shown to 
decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts and peer pressure.
L and hundreds o f others in the home building and other associated industries, support this 
legislation. I ’m writing to ask that you also support it.
Thank you for your help on this issue o f critical importance to the economic health and 
diversification o f our great state.



T E L : J a n  2 4  97 1 0 : 5 8  N o . 0 0 1  P . 0 3

J

J

(p la& A ic < STnc.

r

r

January  2 4 ,1 9 9 7

D ea r C ha irm an  o f  the  H ouse Labor and  Com m erce Com m ittee :

T h e  A laska S tate H om e Bu ilders A ssociation  h as  been  w ork ing w ith  th e  state 
leg islature an d  g ov e rn o r  to  pass leg islation tha t will a llow  o u r  assoc ia tion  and  o th e r  
associations in  the  state to  se lf in sure fo r  w orkers com pen sa tion  in su ran ce  th rough  
poo ling  arrangem ents.

Th is type o f  leg isla tion  has been  enacted  in  over fo r ty  o th e r  states w ith fou rteen  o f  
these states utiliz ing th e  poo lin g  p rocess . As a  consequence , w orkers com pensation  
costs h ave decreased  d ram atica lly  fo r  those m em bers o f  state h om e  bu ilders  
associations utiliz ing th is type o f  le g is la tion . Experience h as  show n th a t when an  
associa tion  se lf in sures fo r  w orkers com pensation , the m em bers o f  th e  association  
ten d  to  focu s on  fr a u d  an d  safety  issues m uch  m ore  close ly  th an  th e ir  p rev ious fo r - 
p ro fit in su ran ce  com pan ies , causing rates to  d ram atica lly  decrease .

W orkers com pen sa tion  costs a re  a  substantial p o r t ion  o f  th e  costs o f  bu ild ing  a  new  
hou se  in  A laska - th e  average  w orkers com pen sa tion  cost fo r  a  n ew  h om e  in  A laska  
is in  the  a re a  o f  $ 4 ,0 0 0  to $ 6 ,0 0 0 . This cost p laces a  b u rd en  on  b o th  the con sum er 
o f  th a t h ou se  an d  the b u ild e r  o f  th a t h ou se . New housing  is expensive in  A laska, 
anyth ing we can  d o  to  red u ce  the cost will benefit b o th  the c on sum er an d  the new  
h om e  bu ild e rs  in  A laska . As m en tioned , the w orkers com pen sa tion  poo lin g  
leg isla tion  we s u p p o r t h a s  been  shown to decrease these costs th ro u g h  redu c tion  in  
fraud , im p rov ed  safety  e fforts an d  peer pressure .

I an d  h un d red s  o f  o th e rs  in  the hom e bu ild ing and o th e r  assoc ia ted  industries  
su p p o r t th is leg islation . I am  writing to ask that y ou  a lso su p p o r t this leg islation . 
Thank  y o u  fo r  y o u r  h e lp  on  this issue o f  critica l im portan ce  to th e  e con om ic  hea lth  
an d  d ivers ifica tion  o f  o u r  great state.

Pam ela Priest, P res id en t 
GC.97.1

Showroom: 3 2 1 7  A rctic  Blvd., Anchorage, AK 9 9 5 0 3 
Mailing: 3 7 0 5  A rctic  Blvd., No. 48 8 , Anchorage, AK 9 9 5 0 3 

Telephone: 9 0 7 -5 6 3 -2 1 6 0  Facsimile: 9 0 7 -5 6 1 -3 9 6 4  Email: classicfloor9®servcom .com

Sincerely ,
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l a n d  T i t l e  C o m p a n y

PHONE (007) 683-LAND (6203)

3330 Arctic Blvd., Sul to 103, Anchor ago, Alllka 00503 ntto Fax 683-2522 
E*crwvF«xS8M876

J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 9 7

D e a r  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  will a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  

a s s o c i a t i o n  In t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  I n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  

p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  

t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  w o r k e r s  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  

b u i l d e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z in g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  

w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  I s s u e s  m u c h  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  

p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  o o B t s  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  

h o u & e  In  A l a s k a :  t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  In  A l a s k a  

i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  c o s t  p l a o e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  

o f t h a t  h o u ^ e  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u e l n g  i s  e x p e n s i v e  In A l a s k a ,  

a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  will  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

H o m e  b u i l d e r s  In  A l a s k a .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  

l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  
f r a u d ,  I m p r o v e d  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  In  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  I n d u s t r i e s  

s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i 'm  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  I s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  I m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  

a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r o a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,



Southcentral
Title Agency
a Stewart title company

35096 Kenai Spur H*»y. 

Soldolna, Alask* 99669 
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1 / 1 0 / 1 9 9 7
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o c k e b e r g ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  l a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p t i o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  J o h n  T o r g e r s o n  :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  
a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n s u r e  f o r  W o r k e r s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  
I n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  L e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  i n  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  
f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  
w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  
S t a t e  H o m e b u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  
h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n a t i o n ,  
t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m u c h  
m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  
t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t s  o f  b u i l d i n g  
a  n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a ;  T h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  
i n  A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  
b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  o f  t h a t  h o u s e  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  h o u s e .  N e w  
h o u s i n g  i s  e x p e n s i v e  i n  A l a s k a  s o  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  
b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  H o m e b u i l d e r s  i n  A l a s k a .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e

a  n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a ;  T h e  a v e r a g e  w o r x e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o a t s  j . u t  a n e w  n u u e  
i n  A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  
b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  o f  t h a t  h o u s e  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  h o u s e .  N e w  
h o u s i n g  i s  e x p e n s i v e  i n  A l a s k a  s o  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  
b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  H o m e b u i l d e r s  i n  A l a s k a .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  
w o r k e r s  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  
t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e d  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  
s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  n e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  
t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  S t a t e .

' n cerely ,
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-B ETTER  BUILT H O M E S "
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Dear Members of the House Labor and Commerce Committee,

The Alaska Slate Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature 
and governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in 
the state to self insure for workers compensation Insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type o f legislation has been enacted in ever forty other states with fourteen o f these 
states utilizing this type of legislation. As a consequence, workers compensation costs 
have decreased dramatically for those members o f state home builders associations 
utilizing this type o f legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self 
insures for workers compensation the members of the association tend to focus on fraud 
and safety issues much more closely than their previous for-profit insurance companies 
causing rates to dramatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs o f building a new house 
in Alaska; the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is In the area 
o f £4000 to S6000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer of that house and the 
builder of that house. New housing Is expensive in Alaska. Anything we can do to 
reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in Alaska. As 
mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown to 
decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts, and peer

I and hundreds of others in the home building and other association industries support 
this legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for 
your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification o f 
our great state.

pressure.

Sincerely,

Builder Member
Home Builders Association o f Juneau, Inc.

C EN.C 0N T.S2H  12 ELEC #381 MECH. #43
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• M o u n t a in  T o p s ,  L T D
Formtrly Sulld Surface Fabricator*

2601 B a r ro w  St.
A nchorage ,  A K  99503 

2 7 2 -8107  o r  fax  272-8710
•

Dear Members o f the House Labor and Commerce Committee:
Norman Rokeberg - Chairman'
John Cowdery 
Beverly Masek 
Bill Hudson 
Joe Ryan 
Jerry Sanders

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  will  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  

a s s o c i a t i o n  in  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  

p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  

t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  w o j k e r s  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  W a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  

b u i l d e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  

w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s f e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m u c h  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  

p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t s  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  

h o u s e  in  A l a s k a :  t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  i n  A l a s k a  

i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  

o f  t h a t  h o u s e  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x p e n s i v e  i n  A l a s k a ,  

a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  will  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

H o m e  b u i l d e r s  in  A l a s k a .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  

l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  i n  

f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e d  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  e t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  

s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I 'm  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  

a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y , -

Paul Rasmussen - Owner, 
Mountain Tops, LTD



Hamilton Diversified Services 
2484 Industrial Blvd.
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Ph:(907)789-0408 
Fax:(907) 789-1834

House Labor & Commerce Committee 

Dear Members,

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and 
governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to 
self insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type o f legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen o f these states 
utilizing this type o f legislation. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased 
dramatically for those members o f state home builders associations utilizing this type o f 
legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers compensation 
the members o f the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than 
their previous for-profit insurance companies causing rates top dramatically decrease.

Workers compenstion costs are a substantial portion o f the costs o f building a new house or 
remodeling an existing house in AJaska; the average workers compensation cost for a new home 
in Alaska is in the area o f $4000 to S6000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer of 
that house and the builder o f that house. New housing and remodeling is expensive in Alaska and 
anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the home builders in 
Alaska.

I  and hundreds o f others in the home building and other association industries support this 
legislation. I'm writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on 
this issue o f critical importance to the economic health and diversification o f our great state.

January 17, 1997

Builder Member
Home Builders Association o f Juneau, Inc.
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Januaiy 30, 1997

Dear Neuman Rokeberg, Chair o f the House Labor and Commerce Committee:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and 
governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other association in the state to self 
insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type o f legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states 
utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased 
dramatically for those members o f state home buildere associations utilizing this type of 
legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers compensation 
the members of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than 
their previous for profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease.

Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new house in 
Alaska; the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 
to £6,000. This cost places a burden cu both the consumer and the new Home builders in Alaska. 
As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown to 
decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts, and peer pressure.

I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated industries support this 
legislation, I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on 
this issue o f critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.

Owner
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KER & ASSOCIATES
E 5 T A I N C

400  Willoughby Avenue 

Suite 205
Ju n eau .  Al,y,<.i V9801 

Office p h o n e  <907)566-^-990 
Fax: (907|5fi6  a 992 
E-mail: Rickerft’Aiatica.nei

Dear Members o f the House Labor and Commerce Committee,

The Alaska Home Association has been working with the state legislature and governor 
to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self 
insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type o f legislation has been in over forty other states with fourteen o f these states 
utilizing this type oflegislation. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have 
decreased dramatically for those members o f state home builders associations utilizing 
this type o f legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures 
for workers compensation the members o f the association tend to focus on fraud and 
safety issues much more closely than their previous for-profit insurance companies 
causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion o f the costs o f building a new house 
in Alaska; the average workers compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area 
o f $4000 to $6000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer o f that house and the 
builder o f that house. New housing is expensive in Alaska. Anything we can do to reduce 
the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in Alaska. As 
mentioned, the workers compensation pooling legislation we support has been to 
decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts, and peer 
pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and other association industries support this 
legislation. I ’m writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your 
help on this issue o f critical importance to the economic health and diversification o f our 
great state.
Sincere!

4 /- #
Associate Member 
Home Builders Association o f Juneau, Inc.

TOTAL P.02
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Alaska Federal Savings Bank

January- 31,1997

State o f Alaska
House Labor and Commerce Committee
State Capital
Juneau, AK  99801-1182
Dear Representatives Berg. Cowdery, Hudson, Ryan, Sanders, Brice, and Kubina:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and 
governor to pass legislation that w ill allow our association and other associations in the state to 
self insure for workers compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type o f legislation has been enacted in over forty other states, with fourteen of those states 
utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, workers compensation costs have decreased 
dramatically for those members of state home builders associations utilizing this type of 
legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers 
compensation, the members of the association tend to focus on fraud and safety issues much 
more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically 
decrease.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion o f the costs o f building a new heme in 
Alaska, averaging between 54,000 and S6.000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer 
and the builder. New housing is expensive in Alaska, and anything we can do to reduce the cost 
w ill benefit both the consumers and the new home builders. As mentioned, the workers 
compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through 
reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts, and peer pressure.
I, and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries, support this legislation. 
I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation.
Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and 
diversification of our great state.

Sincerely,

Jerry Wedel
Sr. Vice President
Chief Lending Officer

S e i u i n f  S o n t h e n s c  / l laskt i  S i n c e

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f t i c s s  •  2094 J o r d a n  a v i n u s , J u n i a u , A l a s k a  9 0 8 0 1 - 8 0 4 6  • ( 9 0 7 )  73 9 - 48 1 1  • F a x  ( 907 )  790 - 5  160
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te rn  Q z iilU  ( g o n - s tm c tio n
Specializing in Custom Homes

Dave Petersen (907)262-6739

Dear Chairman of the House Labor and Commerce Committee:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the 
state Legislature and governor to pass legislation tha t will allow our 
association and other associations in the state to self insure for workers 

. compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.

This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with 
fourteen of these states utilizing the pooling process. As a consequence, 
workers compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those 
members of state home builders association utilizing this type of 
legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self Insures 
for workers compensation the members of the association tend to focus 
on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their previous for 
profit insurance companies causing rates to dramatically decrease. 
Workers compensation costs are a  substantial portion of the costs of 
building a new house in Alaska: the average workers compensation cost 
for a  new home in Alaska is in the area of $4.,000 to $6,000. This cost 
places a  burden both the consumer of that house and the builder of that 
house. New housing is expensive in Alaska, anything we can do to 
reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new Home 
builders in Alaska. As mentioned, the workers compensation pooling 
legislation we support has been shown to decrease these costs through 
reduction in fraud, improved safety efforts, and peer pressure.

I and hundreds of others in the home building and other associated 
industries support this legislation, I ' m writing to ask that you also 
support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical 
importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.

.C U n /^a fin lT r
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HEBERT H O M E S  / T A IG A  V O O D C R A P T
1 4 6 0  Goshawk Lane 
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 9

January' 28,1957

House and Senate T abor and Commerce Committees 
State of Alaska 
Juneau, Alaska
attn.: Nonman Rokeberg House Chairman 

Loren l^man Senate Chairman

Dear Chairmen and Committee Members,
I nm writing to ask your support of legislation that will allow self insurance pools for 
workers compensation by professional associations in Alaska. The Alaska State Home 
builders Association has been working with the state legislature and governor for over a 
year toward this goal.
Many other states in the nation have enacted similar legislation. When self insurance pools 
have been used in these states by home-building organizations both premiums and workers 
compensation claims have gone substantially down. The viability and strength of these 
pools is well documented.
It is very important both economically and in principal that the building industry be allowed 
to take responsibility for insuring the safety of its workforce. In a self insurance 
atmosphere there is a direct relationship between safety and a companies bottom line. A 
safer-job site and close monitoring of ciaims will have a direct and immediare effect on 
premiums for a builder.
The legislation for self insurance for workers compensation has been carefully researched 
and drafted. I think you will find most of your questions and concerns addressed. Please 
help those of us in the home-building industry get this legislation passed.
Sincerely,

Jack Hebert,Taiga Woodcraft/ Hdbert Homes

Phone/Fax (9 0 7 ) 4 5 6 -6 5 8 0
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D e a r  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  ( S e n a t e )  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  Hom e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  v i t h  t h e  

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o v  o u r  

a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n s u r e  f o r  v o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a B  b e e n  e n a c t e d  i n  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  

v i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a 

c o n s e q u e n c e ,  v o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  B t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o i  

l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a B  s h o w n  t h a t  v h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e n  

f o r  v o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  

f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  

i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t s  c*i 

b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a ?  t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  

f o r  a n e v  h o m e  i n  A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  5 4 , 0 0 0  t o  5 6 , 0 0 3 .  T h i s  c o 3 i .  

p l a c e s  a b u r d e n  on  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  o f  t h a t  h o u s e  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  oi.  

t h a t  h o u s e .  N e v  h o u s i n g  i s  e x p e n s i v e  i n  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  v e  c a n  d o  t o  

r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  v i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e v  Home  b u i l d e r s  

i n  A l a s k a .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  v o r k e r B  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  

v o  s u p p o r t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  i n  

f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e d  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e s  

i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  on  t h i s  

i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  

o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .
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J a n u a r y  29 ,  1997

[ >ea r  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  ( S e n a t e )  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  Home  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  v i l l  a l l o w  o u i  
a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  i n  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  
w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  
c o n s e q u e n c e ,  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s ' s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  
t h o D e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  n  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  
f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  
f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f n  
i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t s  o i  

b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a ;  t h e  a v e r a g e  v o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  

f o r  a  n e v  h o m e  i n  A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  S 6 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  c o s t  

p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  o f  t h a t  h o u s e  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  

t h a t  h o u s e .  N e v  h o u s i n g  i B  e x p e n s i v e  i n  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  we  c a n  d o  t o  

r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  v i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  e n d  t h e  n e v  Horae b u i l d e r s  

i n  A l a s k a .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  

v o  s u p p o r t  h a s  b e e n  s h o v n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o B t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  i n  

f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e d  s a f e t y  e f f o r t B  a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  

i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  

i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  

o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .
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S u b a r c t i c  C o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n c .
D i n u  6  L e O  O l c r e a  j?ax fPO'7'l  " T K i r c s a  B u W b y  ̂ T « r r e i l V .  v w  h h  jo j l
( 9 0 7 )  d s & z fa o  { 9 0 7 )  d c a w j o

January 27, 1997

Deal M r. Leman, Chairman o f the Senate I .a ho? and Commerce Committee:

The Alaska S la It-- Hcune 1 mildeis Association 3»;»-- hr.cn \v o j  kinr. w ith the state 
legislature and gcvcrnoj I • pass legislation that \/j 11 a llow  our association and 
other associations in  the mate to rch  insure lo r wo# !:•■•»# compensation insurance 
thwjngh pooling arrangements.

This type- o f  legislation has hew  cnc ted  In over foil;, otlnu slates w ith fourteen o f 
these states u tiliz in g  the pooling process. As a conse/piei'ice, workers, 
compensation costs have deeieased dramatically tot those members ot state home 
builders associations u iiii hip this type of lo.LUslaiio>i, L x p u k m v  has sliowtj that 
when an association self insures fo i workers compensation the members o f the 
association tend to focus on fraud and safely issv'e# much move closely than theij 
previous fo r  p ro fit insurance companies causing ram# 1 0  dramatically decrease
W orkers compensation costs ate a substantial podion o f the cost o f build a new 
house in  Alaska: The ave) age workers compensation cost fo r a new home in  
Alaska is in the area o f $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the 
consumer o f that house, and the biiildt-i oJ that house. New housing is expensive in 
A laska, anything we can do to reduce, the cost w ill benefit both the consumer and 
the new home builders in Alaska As mentioned Ihe workers compensation 
poo ling legislation we suppoii has been shown u» drelease these costs through 
reduction in fraud, irnpnn ed saiciy. and pee-' p it smut.
1 and hundreds o f others i" the home building, an 1 olhej associated industries 
suppo ii tliis legislation, i am writing to ask that you a iso support ib is legislation. 
Th iU tkyou fo r Vuut help on ihis issue oj vil»caJ irnpentiiDce to tin- ecunoiiiio health 
and'd iversification o f our creat state.

Sincerely,

*<l M  7

Darre ll K . Evcrsrrian, V i c,- l Resident
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D e a r  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  ( S e n a t e )  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e ;

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  v/ill a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  

a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  

p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  i n  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  

t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  w o r k e r s  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  

b u i l d e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  

w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  I s s u e s  m u c h  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  

p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  A l a s k a .  

A s  a n  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  

i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  T h e s e  c o s t s  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  

c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  s u p p l i e r .  T h e  c o s t s  o f  l i v i n g  In A l a s k a  i s  , a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  

r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  wil l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  A l a s k a .  A s  

m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  h a s  b e e n  

s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e d  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  

a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  i n  n o n - p r o f i t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  

i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I 'm  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  

e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S in c e re ly

23 4 0  A z u r i t s  c t ., S u i t e  A  •  A n c h o r a g e , a k  99507 

907/522-3204 •  F a x  907/522-3211
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A n c h o r a g e  D o o r
7100 Old Seward Highway • Suite H • Anchorage, Alaska 99518 • (907) 344-7757 • FAX (907) 522-1235 

February 14 ,1997

N o r m  R o k e b e r g ,  C h a i r

H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

D e a r  C h a i r m a n :

T h e  A J a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  

o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n s u r e  f o r  W o r k e r s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  

I n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  i n  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  

o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  W o r k e r s  

C o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  

h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  W o r k e r s  C o m p e n s a t i o n ,  

t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m u c h  

m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  

d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  are a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  in  

A l a s k a .  A s  a n  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  W o r k e r s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  

h o m e  i n  A l a s k a  I s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  5 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 ,  t h e s e  c o s t s  p l a c e  a  b u r d e n  

o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  s u p p l i e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  

r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  A l a s k a .  A s  

m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  W o r k e r s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t ,  h a s  b e e n  

s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e d  s a f e t y  

e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  i n  N o n - P r o f i t  A s s o c i a t i o n s  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  

i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  

e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t o .



I
T E D  V E A L  e  C O . 9 Q T  2 3 5  7 - 4 6 1

Ted Veal & Co.
5 3 9  E l d e r b e r r y  D r .  

H c m e r ,  A K  9 9 6 0 5  

( 9 0 7 )  2 3 5 - 7 4 6 1

F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 9 7  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
R o o m  24
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o k e b e r g ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  s  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

a n d  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  Home B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  c u r  

a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a g r e e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  i r .  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h

f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,

w o r k e r s ; c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  

s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .

E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a s  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  

c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t e r . d  t c  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  

i s s u e s  m e r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  

r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  c f  b u i l d i n g  a  

n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a ;  t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s ' c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  i n

A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  a r a a  o f  S 4 , 0 C 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h

t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  New h o u s i n g  i s  e x p e n s i v e  i n  

A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d c  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  

a n d  t h e  n e w  h o m e  b u i l o e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  we s u p p o r t  h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  

t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  3 a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  

t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  1 a n  w r i t i n g  t o  a s  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  c f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

h e a l t h  a r . d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  c u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

T e d  V e a l



T E D  V r 3 L  &  C O . 9 0 7  2 3 5  7 4 6 1 P .  0

Ted Veal & Co.
5 3 9  E l d e r b e r r y  D r .  

H o m e r ,  A K  9 9 6 0 3  

( 9 0 7 )  2 3 5 - 7 4 6 1

F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 3 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r y  D a v i s  
R o o m  5 1 3  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A k  3 5 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s ,

T h e  A i a s k s  S t a t e  H om e B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t - . t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  

a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  e t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  I n s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a g r e e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  i n  o v e r  f o r t y  e t h e r  s t a t e s  w t h

f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i s i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u i t ,

w o r k e r s ; c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f c r  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  

s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .

E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a s  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '

c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a r . d  s a f e t y

i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  

r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h s  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  

n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a ;  t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  r .ew  h o m e  i n

A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  a r e s  o f  $ 4 ,  0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e r .  c r ,  b o t h

t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N ew  h o u s i n g  i s  e x p a n s i v e  i n  

A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  

a n c  t h s  n e w  h o m e  b u i l d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '

c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s

t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f r a u d ,  j m p r o v e m e n t  i n  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I  a r . d  h u n d r e d s  c f  e t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  

t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I  am w r i t i n g  t o  a s  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

T h a r . k  y c u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

h e a l t h  a r . d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  c u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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T E D  V E A L  S  C O . 9 0 - 2  3  5  T 4  6 1 P  .  0 3

T e d  V e a l  5  C o .

5 3 9  E l d e r b e r r y  D r .  

H o m e r ,  A K  9 9 5 0 3  

( 9 0 7 )  2 3 5 - 7 4 6 1

F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H o d g i n s
R o o m  1 1 0
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H c d g i n 3 ,

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  Home E u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  c u r  

a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t c  s e l f  i n s u r e  f c r  w o r k e r s '  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a g r e e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  i n  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  

f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  

w o r k e r s ; c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  t h e s e  m e m b e r s  o f  

s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  c f  l e g i s l a t i o n .

E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a s  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  

c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  

i s s u e s  m e r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  

r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  c f  t h e  c o s t  c f  b u i l d i n g  a  

n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a 9 k a ;  t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  r .ew h o m e  i n  

A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  S 4 ,  0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r c e r .  o n  b o t h  

t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N ew  h o u s i n g  i s  e x t e n s i v e  i n  

A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  we c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  

a n d  t h e  n e w  h e m e  b u i l d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  we s u p p o r t  h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  

t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

I  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  e t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  

t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I  am w r i t i n g  t o  a s  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

T h a n k  y o u  f c r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  c f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

T e d  V e a l
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T i - L e - A n  M a n a g e m e n t ,  I n c .
3 5 1  W e s t  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  

S u i t e  2 1 2  

W a s i l l a ,  A K  9 S 6 5 4  

( 9 0 7 )  3 7 3 - 5 2 9 6  M o b i l e  ( 9 0 7 )  3 5 5 - 5 2 9 6

T u e s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1 9 9 7

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ^ O g a - r f '

We o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  

w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  p a s s  

l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r . d  o t h e r  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n s u r e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  i n  f o u r t e e n  o t h e r  

s t a t e s .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  

d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h o m e  

b u i l d e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  s t a t e  t h a t  h a s  e n a c t e d  

t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  

a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t h e  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  

m u c h  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s .  F r a u d  g o e s  d o w n  a n d  s a f e t y  a c e s  u p .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  g o  d o w n .

W o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o m e  i n  A l a s k a .  T h i s  c o s t  m u s t  b e  

p a s s e d  o n ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  s u r v i v a l ,  t o  t h e  p u r c h a s e r  o f  t h e  

n e v /  h o n e .  N e v ;  h o u s i n g  i s  a l r e a d y  e x p e n s i v e  i n  A l a s k a .  

A n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  o f  n e w  h o u s i n g  i n  

A l a s k a  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  h o m e  

b u i l d e r s  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  

l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t o



d e c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  o f  n e w  h o u s i n g  b y  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  

t h e  j o b  a n d  d e c r e a s i n g  f r a u d  i n  t h e  w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

s y s t e m .

I  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s ,  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  

i n d u s t r i e s ,  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  

h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

h e a l t h  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

W i l l i a m  H .  B r u u

3 5 1  W .  P a r k s  H W Y . ,  S u i t e  2 1 2

W a s i l l a ,  A K  9 9 6 5 4
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BEACHY  CONSTRUCT ION  LYC
Pcxm Olflr.p Box 8 0 0  

Houier. Alaska 99603 
907-235-8876 

FAX 007-235-5521

February 20,1997

Representative Norman Rokeberg
Chairman of the House Labor and Commerce Committee
State of Alaska
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Rokeberg,
The Alaska State Homebuilders Association has been working with the state legislature and the 
governor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to 
self insure through pooling arrangements for workers compensation insurance.
This type of legislation has been enacted in fourteen other states. As a consequence of this 
legislation, workers compensation costs have decreased dramatically for the members of state 
homebuilders associations in almost every state that has enacted this type of legislation. 
Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers compensation the 
members of the association focus on fraud and safety issues much more closely than their 
previous for profit insurance companies. Fraud goes down and safety goes up. Consequently, 
workers compensation insurance rates go dramatically down.
Workers compensation costs are a substantial portion of the costs of building a new house in 
Alaska: the average workers compensation cost for a new home in A l a s k a  is $4,000 to $6,000. 
This cost places a burden on both the consumer of that house and the builder of that house. 
New housing is already expensive in Alaska. Anything we can do to reduce the cost of new 
housing in Alaska will benefit both the consumer and the new homebuilders in Alaska. The 
workers compensation pooling legislation we support has been shown in other states to 
decreasing fraud in the workers compensation system.
I and  h un d re d s  o f o th e rs  in the  bu ild ing  and o th e r industries  support th is  leg is la tion . I'm  w riting  to
ask th a t yo u  a lso su pp o rt th is leg is la tion . T h a n k  you fo r yo u r help  on th is  issue o f c ritica l
im p o rta n c e  to  the  e c o n o m ic  hea lth  and d ive rs ifica tio n  o f our g rea t state.



n
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F ir s t  N a t io n a l  B a n k
of Anchorage

F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g ,  C h a i r m a n  H o u s e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e

B R o o m  2 4 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 ! 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o k e b e r g  a n d  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  in  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  i n  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  in  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

! I4T18 Kenai Snur H iehwav • Kenai. A laska 99611-7799
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F ir s t  N a t io n a l  B a n k
of Anchorage

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r y  D a v i s  

R o o m  5 1 3 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  - 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  :s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  in  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h r . u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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First N a tion a l B an k

o f  A n c h o rag e

F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

B  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a i l  P h i l l i p s ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  

R o o m  2 0 8 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

I
B  D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P h i l l i p s :

i q  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v -  

®  e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

1
■  T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r

I  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

^  c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a ;

B t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w

B h o m e  b u i l d e r s  in  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  in  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

^  I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l

r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

I

I

I
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1 F irst N a t io n a l B ank

i
o f  A n c h o ra g e

F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

I
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H o d g i n s

R R o o m  1 1 0 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

5  D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H o d g i n s :

H  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v -  

S  e m o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

|  T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r

I  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

| j  c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a ;

I  t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w

B h o m e  b u i l d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

I S i n c e r e l y ,

I 

I 
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F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H o d g i n s  

R o o m  1 1 0 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H o d g i n s :

I 

i  

I  

1
T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v -

I
e m o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o r i  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  in  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  i n  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  in  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d re d s  o f  o th e r s  in  th e  h o m e  b u ild in g  a n d  a s s o c ia te d  in d u s tr ie s  s u p p o r t  th is  le g is la tio n . I a m

w r it in g  t o  a sk  t h a t  y o u  a ls o  s u p p o r t  th is  le g is la t io n . T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  h e lp  o n  th is  issue  o f  c r it ic a l

im p o r ta n c e  t o  th e  e c o n o m ic  h e a lth  a nd  d iv e rs if ic a tio n  o f  o u r  g re a t  s ta te .

D  S in c e re ly ,
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F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

S e n a t o r  J e r r y  W a r d  

R o o m  4 2 3 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  W a r d :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s ’ c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  in A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  in  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S in c e re ly ,

I  

I  

I  

I
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F e b rua ry  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g ,  C h a i r m a n  H o u s e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  

R o o m  2 4 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o k e b e r g  a n d  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  in ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

in g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  in  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in t h e  a _e a  o f  5 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  in  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Twy&est
President
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F e b ru a ry  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r y  D a v i s  

R o o m  5 1 3 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

8

E

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

in g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  in  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  in  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s ’ c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  in  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I and h u n d re d s  o f  o th e r s  in  th e  h o m e  b u ild in g  and a s s o c ia te d  in d u s tr ie s  s u p p o r t  th is  le g is la t io n . I a m
w rit in g  to  a sk  th a t  y o u  a ls o  s u p p o r t  th is  le g is la tio n . T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e lp  o n  th is  issue  o f  c r it ic a l
im p o rta n c e  t o  th e  e c o n o m ic  h e a lth  and  d iv e rs ific a tio n  o f  o u r  g re a t  s ta te .

| j  S in ce re ly ,
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F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H o d g i n s  

R o o m  1 1 0 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H o d g i n s :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

in g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  in  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  will  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  in  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

Sincerely,

E

I D n m s i
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F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a i l  P h i l l i p s ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  

R o o m  2 0 8 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P h i l l i p s :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  in  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  wil l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  in  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  in  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f c r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

r; ':CI 'ti‘ • l-Jr'*,{IJSK - 3:603 * ctfK-H'l •



B B IL B E R S  B N L I H I T E B  
B C B  1 B 8 H  1 2 2  

S 0 L 0 Q T N 0 , ® K -  M * * *  
( 9 0 7 )  2 0 2 - 7 * 1 4

F ebrua ry  2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g ,  C h a i r m a n  H o u s e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  

R o o m  2 4 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o k e b e r g  a n d  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s :

The A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s ’ c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

Sincerely,



■ a i i a C H S  S N L 1 M 1 T E 8  
1 C B  1 8 8 H  1 2 2  

S H B O T N * ,  « .  M » H  
< 9 8 7 )  2 8 2 - 7 6 1 4

February 2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H o d g i n s  

R o o m  1 1 0 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H o d g i n s :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

i n g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  i n  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  in  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  in  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a i t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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February 2 0 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a i l  P h i l l i p s ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  

R o o m  2 0 8 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P h i l l i p s :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  i n ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

in g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  in  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  in  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

I a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  ! ~n 

w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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February 20, 1997

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r y  D a v i s  

R o o m  5 1 3 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s :

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g o v ­

e r n o r  t o  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l f  in ­

s u r e  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  t h r o u g h  p o o l i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e n a c t e d  in  o v e r  f o r t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  u t i l i z ­

in g  t h e  p o o l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f o r  

t h o s e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a t e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e l f  i n s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  t e n d  t o  f o c u s  o n  f r a u d  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e s  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s ,  c a u s i n g  r a t e s  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s e .

W o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e  in  A l a s k a ;  

t h e  a v e r a g e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t  f o r  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A l a s k a  i s  in  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  

T h i s  c o s t  p l a c e s  a  b u r d e n  o n  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h a t  n e w  h o u s e .  N e w  h o u s i n g  i s  e x ­

p e n s i v e  in  A l a s k a ,  a n y t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  w il l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  n e w  

h o m e  b u i l d e r s  in  o u r  s t a t e .  A s  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p o o l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  s u p p o r t  

h a s  s h o w n  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e s e  c o s t s  t h r o u g h  r e d u c t i o n  in  f r a u d ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  in  s a f e t y  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e e r  

p r e s s u r e .

h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  in  t h e  h o m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I a m  

w ritin g  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  c r i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  p u r  g r e a t  s t a t e .

S ince re ly ,



February 2 0 , 1 9 9 7

Representative Norman Rokeberg, Chairman House Labor & Commerce Room 24, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Representative Rokeberg and Committee Members:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than tneir previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also suppot this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely,



February 2 0 , 1 9 9 7

Representative Mark Hodgins Room 110, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Representative Hodgins:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely,

PjQBox 547 
Anchor Print AK. 00556

80*233-6328
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1 February 20, 1997
*■ Representative Gail Phillips, Speaker of the House Room 208, State Capitol £ Juneau, Alaska 99801-1 182
p Dear Representative Phillips:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov-
I emor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
■  This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has
B  shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
^ Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of bw .Iding a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000.B This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support
8
 has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and peer pressure.

B l anJ hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely,
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February 2 0 , 1 9 9 7

Representative Gary Davis Room 513, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Representative Davis:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud ai.d safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska;, the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of pur great state.
Sincerely,

P-QBcsc 9*7 
Anchor Point AK. 8Q5SB 

90W235-SO28



B y fo rd  C onstruc tio n In c .
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February 20, 1997
Representative Norman Rokeberg, Chairman House Labor & Commerce Room 24, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Representative Rokeberg and Committee Members:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of cnese states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely,



B C I B y fo rd  C onstruc tio n In c .

P.a Bax us 

Soldotna, Ak 99669 

907-262-6461

February 20, 1997
Representative Mark Hodgins Room 110, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Representative Hodgins:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor tc pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in A'aska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely,
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P.a Box 138 

Soldotna, Ak 99669 

967-262-646I

February 20, 1997
Representative Gail Phillips, Speaker of the House

8  Room 208, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
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Dear Representative Phillips:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building assoc1: tions utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely,

—  ■ 1 " w t n i
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P.O.Box US 

SddoCna, Ak 99669 
907-262-6461

February 20, 1997
Representative Gary Davis Room 513, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Reoresentative Davis:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely,
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Residential Home Builders 
Box 3104 

Homer, Alaska 99603

F e f e l o v  C o n s t r u c t i o n

February 20, 1997
Representative Norman Rokeberg, Chairman House Labor & Commerce Room 24, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Representative Rokeberg and Committee Members:

The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety effoits and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home bui'ding and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely,

^£T£. t s  C e  lo\J
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February 20, 1997

F e f e l o v  C o n s t r u c t i o n
Resfdentlaf Home Builders 

Box 3104 
Homer, Alaska 99603

Representative Gary Davis
B Room 513, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
|  Dear Representative Davis:
B lhe Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
|| This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for
B  those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience hasshown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance
B companies, causing rates to dramatically d ecrease .

Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000.
B This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, ̂  tything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support
I  has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and peerpressure.
! l and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of pur great state.

Sincerely,



F e f e l o v  C o n s t r u c t i o n
Residential Home Builders 

Box 3104 
Homer, Alaska 99603

February 20, 1997
Representative Mark Hodgins Room 110, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Representative Hodgins:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and peer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely,



F e f e l o v  C o n s t r u c t i o n
Residential Home Builders 

Box 3104 
Homer, Alaska 99603

February 2 0 , 1 9 9 7

Representative Gail Phillips, Speaker of the House Room 208, State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Representative Phillips:
The Alaska State Home Builders Association has been working with the state legislature and the gov­ernor to pass legislation that will allow our association and other associations in the state to self in­sure for workers' compensation insurance through pooling arrangements.
This type of legislation has been enacted in over forty other states with fourteen of these states utiliz­ing the pooling process. As a result, workers' compensation costs have decreased dramatically for those members of state home building associations utilizing this type of legislation. Experience has shown that when an association self insures for workers' compensation, the members of the associa­tion tend to focus on fraud and safety issues more closely than their previous for profit insurance companies, causing rates to dramatically decrease.
Workers' compensation costs are a substantial portion of the cost of building a new house in Alaska; the average workers' compensation cost for a new home in Alaska is in the area of $4,000 to $6,000. This cost places a burden on both the consumer and the builder of that new house. New housing is ex­pensive in Alaska, anything we can do to reduce the cost will benefit both the consumer and the new home builders in our state. As mentioned, the workers' compensation pooling legislation we support has shown to decrease these costs through reduction in fraud, improvement in safety efforts and ueer pressure.
I and hundreds of others in the home building and associated industries support this legislation. I am writing to ask that you also support this legislation. Thank you for your help on this issue of critical importance to the economic health and diversification of our great state.
Sincerely,


