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| NO RECIPIENT, NO SUBJECT 1
FROM: GKALK@POLARNET.FNSB.AK.US (GRACE & LARRY KALK)

JANUARY 22 1997

to Whom it may concern:

MY NAME IS LARRY KALK. I AM AN EMPLOYEE OF AMAX GOLD INC. AT THE FORT KNOX 
PROJECT 25 MILES NORTH OF FAIRBANKS. SOON YOU WILL BE DECIDING ON THE FATE OF 
HOUSE BILL 6 6 .1 URGE YOU TO VOTE YES ON THIS BILL. THE PASSAGE OF THIS BILL IS VERY 
IMPORTANT TO ALL THE FORT KNOX EMPLOYEES.

CURRENTLY OUR SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS: 7 STRAIGHT DAYS OF 3 P.M.-11 P.M. 46 
HOURS OFF. 7 STRAIGHT DAYS OF 11 P.M.- 7 A.M. 46 HOURS OFF. 7 STRAIGHT DAYS OF 7 
A.M.- 8 P.M. 96 HOURS OFF. AS YOU CAN SEE THIS SCHEDULE IS BRUTAL ON ANY SORT OF 
LIFE OUTSIDE OF Work.

HOUSE BILL 66 PROPOSES 12 HOUR SHIFTS WITH OVERTIME PAID ON ANYTHING OVER 
12 HOURS ON THE SAME DAY AND ANYTHING OVER 40 FOR THE WEEK. THIS SCHEDULE, 
HOWEVER IT IS SET UP, WILL GREATLY REDUCE THE TIME WE SPEND ON THE JOB. HOWEVER,
it Will not reduce our pay, it Will slightly increase it.

BESIDES THE OBVIOUS BENEFITS OF HAVING MORE TIME AWAY FROM THE JOB. SUCH 
AS, MORE TIME TO SPEND WITH MY FAMILY. I’M MARRIED AND HAVE 4 TEENAGE CHILDREN. 
THERE ARE OTHER WAYS THIS CHANGE IN SCHEDULE WILL BE BENEFICAL. LESS TIME 
SPENT ON THE ROAD TO AND FROM WORK WILL SAVE WEAR AND TEAR ON ALL OF OUR 
AUTOMOBILES. ESPECIALLY AT -30 AND -40 DEGREES, SUCH AS WE ARE EXPERIENCING 
NOW. V/E WILL HAVE TIME TO TRAVEL TO OTHER PARTS OF ALASKA AND SPEND OUR HARD 
EARNED MONEY. ANCHORAGE, MAYBE EVEN JUNEAU. NOT ONLY FAIRBANKS, BUT OTHER 
COMMUNITIES WILL SEE THE BENEFITS OF THIS CHANGE IN WORK SCHEDULE.

IN CLOSING, I HOPE YOU TAKE THE TIME TO READ A FEW OF THESE LETTERS. THIS 
SCHEDULE CHANGE IS NOT BEING SHOVED DOWN OUR THROATS BY THE COMPANY. THE
employees truly Want to see this bill passed, i Will appreciate Your Yes Vote
ON HOUSE BILL 66. THANK YOU.

sincerely Yours,

j r i W N ,  K c J b ,  

LARRY KALK

mailto:GKALK@POLARNET.FNSB.AK.US
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FEB 0 41997

Dear To Whom It concern:

Subject: House Bill 68

Recently House Bill 68 has been placed before you for a vote concerning a 12 
hour work shift at the Fairbanks Gold Mining ( Cypress-Amax ) Fort Knox mine. My 
name is Shawn Lowry, I am a 24 year old shovel operator at the mine. I have been 
here since 9/06/95,1 worked the three previous mining seasons in Livengood for 
Alaska Placer Development on 12 hour shifts. This company has offered me great 
opportunities for growth in my career, and now is trying to offer me and the other 
employees, a better work schedule that I feel will leave me with a better rested body 
and greater piece of mind.

One thing I found working 12 hour shifts verses the rotating 8 I work now, is that 
now my body never has a chance to get into a routine schedule. You work a week on 
then change, work a week then change,and so on. With the Law the way it is this will 
never change. But if the proposed new bill passes the company then has a chance to 
offer me and the other employees a work schedule with more day’s off to spend with 
their families, go fishing, or to do just about any thing that they please. Many people 
might say that a 12 hour work day is unfair to the employees, and that we will make 
less money. I highly disagree, as long as the company is willing to pay 40 hours plus 
as overtime in a work week then 12 hours a day is very reasonable. The proposed Bill 
also accounts for 2.3% pay increase. More money, more day’s off, how can this be a 
bad deal?

I strongly feel that most of the people who will oppose this bill are doing so for 
personal, unrelated, selfish reasons. After all none of them are working here, and I can 
almost guarantee that all of them work a regular “ NORMAL” shift with regular non­
rotating time off. In short, an unchanging work schedule that they can plan around to 
spend quality time with their family, friends and loved ones. This voice that they carry is 
not the voice of the people who will be affected by the passing or failure of this bill. Me 
personally, rite now I am single. But would like to change that in the future, this is not 
an easy thing to do when you meet someone, only to find that you are unable to really 
get to know them because you have to change you're work schedule every week.

The proposed schedule would allow the possibility to rotate on a monthly 
period verses weekly. This option would offer more time off and a greater period of 
change that is less stressful on the human body, and sleep schedule. I believe that 
House Bill 68 is a good thing, that would better benefit the Fairbanks Gold Mining 
employees. So I ask that you listen to the voice of those that this Bill will affect and not 
the one of those that it wont. Please pass this Bill and help us all out.
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Representative Gene Therriault January 20,1997
R o o m  511 
S ta te  C ap ita l
J u n e a u , A laska  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

R e p re se n ta tive  Therriau lt:

I a m  w ritin g  to you  to ask fo r yo u r support fo r  H ouse  B ill 6 8 , a llow ing  fo r the  v o lu n ta ry  righ t to 
w o rk  fo r  a 12 h ou r day, 4 0  h ou r w ee k w ith o u t o v e rtim e . I a m  an em ployee  at the  F o rt K n o x  M ine 
n e a r F a irba n ks , and the re  are three  m a in  re aso n s  w h y  1 a m  asking  fo r  your su pp o rt.

C u rre n tly  I have  to  d rive  30  m iles  to  w ork  and b a ck  on a d a ily  basis. T he  co m m u te  takes 
a p p ro x im a te ly  1 hou r and 20  m inu tes and 4  g a llo n s  o f fue l p e r da y  o f w ork. T h is  a dd s  up to  30 
h o u rs  a nd  84 ga llons o f fue l p e r m onth  o f  w o rk . H ouse  B ill 68  w ou ld  reduce th e  d riv in g  t im e  to 
18 .5  h o u rs  per m onth  and on ly  56  ga llons  o f  fu e l used . O v e r the course o f a y e a r the  reduction 
in  fu e l n ee d  w ou ld  result in a $ 4 53 .60  sa v in g s  at cu rren t gas prices. I w ould  a lso  h a v e  a dd itio n a l 
t im e  to  spend  w ith  m y fam ily .

S e c o n d ly , to  keep th is m ine  running 24  hou rs  a day , 7  d ays  a w eek, the  co m pa n y m u s t ro ta te  its 
e m p lo y e e s  schedu les in a ra ther pecu lia r w a y  to  p reve n t paying excessive  o ve rtim e  u n d e r the 
cu rre n t law . N ow  I do not know  your own po litica l v ie w s  on w hat the  rights o r w ron g s  o f th a t are, 
but I d o  know  w hat the current schedu le  is like  fo r the  em ployees. U nder the  cu rren t sys tem , the 
e m p lo y e e s  m ust ro ta te  between days, sw ing , and  g rave ya rd  schedu les e very  7  days. T h e ir 
b od ie s  h a ve  no sooner adjusted to  the s leep  cyc le  and it changes. T h e ir fam ilie s  h ave  no s o o n e r 
a d a p te d  to  the ir schedu le  and it changes. P lann ing  fa m ily  tim e , vaca tion  tim e , o r persona l tim e 
b e c o m e s  a n igh tm are . S im p ly  put, the cu rren t sch ed u le  is a m ora le  buster. T h e  c o m p a n y  chose 
th is  sch ed u le  because it is the  cheapest fo r  th e m  u nd e r the  curren t laws, but it is h o rrib le  fo r  the 
e m p lo y e e s . T he  em ployees o ve rw h e lm ing ly  s u p p o rt the  new  proposed schedu le , and  the 
c o m p a n y  be lieves that it can a ffo rd  to pay fo r  it. it is a w in , w in  proposition.

F in a lly , I am  s ickened w hen I look at th e  p a p e r and read the  reasons tha t so m e  law m ake rs  are 
u n h a p p y  w ith  the  Bill. T h e y  say that the  w o rke rs  w ou ld  be cheated  o f o ve rtim e  pay u nd e r the 
bill. T h e se  guys need to  get th e ir w its  to g e th e r and rea lize  tha t no m a tte r w ha t the  law  says, any 
c o m p a n y  is going  to d ev ise  a schedu le  th a t is m o s t cost e ffec tive  fo r  them  -  P E R IO D . Instead  o f 
g e ttin g  chea ted  from  o ve rtim e  by the  curren t law , e m p lo yee s  are being cheated  ou t o f  fa m ily 
t im e . A n y  em ployee  here  w ill tell you tha t if  th e y  are  still going  to  get the sam e  pay p e r m onth , 
th e y  w ill g lad ly  take  the new  schedu le  to  get m o re  tim e  at hom e. Those  law m akers  tha t oppose 
th is  c o m m o n  sense bill a re  the  sa m e  s a n c tim o n io u s  peop le  w ho  c la im  they are  fo r  th e  little  guy. 
H o w e v e r it is the  little g uys  here w ho are begg ing  fo r  the  change and are being  to ld  it is no t a 
g o o d  idea , by people  w ho  c la im  to know  w ha t is best fo r  the m . T h e  sam e peop le  w ho , I m ig h t 
a dd , le t the  federal g ove rn m en t take 3 6 .2 5 %  o f  m y  C hris tm a s  bonus -  a bonus w h ich  w as 
s u p p o se d  to reward m e fo r m y hard w ork. S ee  w h o  it is rew ard ing now.

T h a n k  yo u  fo r yo u r tim e, and please su pp o rt H ouse  B ill 68 .

S in ce re ly ,

K e rm itt M e lv in  - one o f the little  guys you are  supposed  to  care so m uch  about.
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Representative Norman Rokeberg DATE: Jan.20,1997
Room 24 
State Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Rep. Rokeberg,

I am writing to urge your support for House Bill 68, which would allow employees at 
our company to work up to 12 hours per shift.

I am a mine geologist at the Fort Knox Mine. Passage of this bill would allow me to 
spend more time with my family. Personal cost savings would also be realized in less 
daycare expenses ( one day per week ), as well as transportation ( in my case about 
100 miles less pe: week ).

I do not believe safety would be compromised at the job site with longer hours, and 
since the commute is the biggest hazard I face, 100 miles less driving per week is an 
improvement.

Please support House Bill 68.

Brent Martellaro
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J A N  3 0 1397

M y  n a m e  is D a v i d  B e s t .  I w o r k  f o r  F a i r b a n k s  G o l d .  

I e n j o y  t h e  p e o p l e  I w o r k  w i t h  and I e n j o y  m y  job. T h e  

o n l y  p a r t  a b o u t  m y  j o b  I d o n ' t  c a r e  f o r  is, t h e  w o r k  

s c h e d u l e .  M y  c o m p a n y  h a s  o f f e r e d  a b e t t e r  s c h e d u l e  

of 12 h o u r  s h i f t s  w h i c h  m y  c r e w  and I a g r e e  t h a t  it w o u l d  

b e  b e t t e r .  It w o u l d  g i v e  m e  m o r e  t i m e  o f f  to s p e n d  m o r e  

t i m e  w i t h  my f a m i l y .  I w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  to d r i v e  60 m i l e s  

r o u n d  t r i p  to w o r k .  It w o u l d  a l s o  s a v e  m e  ga s ,  ect. I 

w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  h e l p  in p a s s i n g  t his. T h a n k  Y o u . . .

A T T E N T I O N :

/ 1 6 K t- tu r n



J A N U A R Y  23, 1997 J A N  2  7 m

DEAR R E P R E S E N TA TIV E

I H E N R Y  R. B O W M A N , wanted to w rite to  you in reyard to Bill 6S that w ill be presented next week.
The 12 hour shift would benefit m y family as well as myself w ith more time to spend with them.
M y  spouse and 1 have tw o small children (ages 3 and 4), due to our busy w ork  schedules we spend very 
little  time w ith them. M y spouse is in the U. S. A rm y, and that alone takes up over ha lf o f  her time, w ith 
the w ork schedule that we arc now  w orking here at the mine it is d ifficu lt fo r us to spend quality time 
together.

We could save money on gas, as well as the additional cost fo r meals that are needed while I am w orking 
during the week. M y  family and i continue to  remain hopeful that this B ill w ill meet your approval fo r Fort 
Knox mine. Thank you for your time and effort.



JAN 2  31997
January 18, 1997

REPRESENTATIVE NORMAN ROKEBERG
R o o m  2 4 ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

I N  R E G A R D S  T O :  H o u s e  B i l l  6 8
A M A X  G O L D ,  I N C .  /  F O R T  K N O X  M I N E

D e a r  M r .  R o k e b e r g :

I n  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s c h e d u l e  c h a n g e  f o r  F o r t  K n o x  M i n e ,  I  a m  in  c o m p l e t e  

s u p p o r t .  I  a m  a  h e a v y  e q u i p m e n t  o p e r a t o r  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  s c h e d u l e .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  s c h e d u l e  c h a n g e  w o u l d  b e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  m e  a s  o u r  c u r r e n t  s c h e d u l e  a l l o w s  

m e  v e r y  l i t t l e  l e i s u r e  t i m e  w i t h  m y  f a m i l y  a n d  i t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  t o  a d a p t  t o  t h e  c o n s t a n t  

c h a n g i n g  s h i f t s  f r o m  w e e k  t o  w e e k .  P h y s i c a l l y ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  w o r k  s c h e d u l e  is  v e r y  

d e m a n d i n g ,  d u e  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  l a c k  o f  r e s t  a n d  s l e e p i n g  a b i l i t y .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  i t  t a k e s  

m e  t w o  t o  t h r e e  d a y s  t o  a d a p t  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  s c h e d u l e  c h a n g e s .  I  f e e l  i t  i s  a  s a f e t y  

p r o b l e m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  o p e r a t o r s .  M y  j o b  c o n s i s t s  o f  o p e r a t i n g  v e r y  l a r g e  

e q u i p m e n t  i n  s o m e t i m e s  v e r y  c l o s e  q u a r t e r s  t o  o t h e r  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  p e r s o n n e l .  E v e r y o n e  

n e e d s  t o  b e  a l e r t  u n d e r  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s .

I  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S t e v e  A .  B o n h a m  
3 6  C o l l e g e  R o a d ,  S t e .  2 - 2 5 1  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1



Paula Brancheau P.O. Box 84251 Fairbanks, AK 99708 1 -(007) 488-4653 x2910
J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 9 7

Members of the Legislature 
State Capitol Building 
State of Alaska 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Support of House Bill 68 (12-hour work days)

Dear Legislators:

Since May 22,1995,1 have been an employee of Fairbanks Gold Mining, Inc. at the Fort 
Knox Mine located 28 miles north of Fairbanks in Fox, Alaska. I commute over 1200 
miles to the site each month, spending nearly $200.00 per month on fuel and cold 
weather maintenance products. These costs do not include the vehicle loan, insurance 
and routine mechanical maintenance costs of owning and operating a vehicle. In 
addition, I spend a minimum of 30 hours a month driving to and from work five times 
weekly. Often the driving conditions are dangerous due to severe road and weather 
conditions and the volume of traffic during peak hours. My coworkers report similar 
statistics.

As an avid volunteer in the community and part-time university student, I would 
welcome the opportunity to work a 12-hour work day. The monthly savings on 
transportation costs to and from work would help offset my tuition expenses. The 
additional leisure time would allow me to actively support more charitable functions and 
complete my degree much earlier than I had planned. The shorter work week would 
reduce the daily traffic on the Steese Highway; creating a safer commute to the site for 
the 250 employees and vendors now driving to the site each day.

As a registered voter, I urge your positive support of House Bill 68. You may contact 
me at 1-(907) 488-4653 x2910 to discuss further my opinion regarding the benefits of 
this proposed legislation.

Sincerely,

Paula J. Bragcheau 
Construction Tech

cc: Mr. Tom Cashen, Commissioner 
State of Alaska Department of Labor 
Mr. Steve Lang, General Manager 
Fairbanks Gold Mining, Inc.



Marshall Casteel 
1105 26th Ave. 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Ph. (907)455-7122

Representative Norman Rokeberg

Room 24, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Representative Norman Rokeberg:

I encourage you to support House Bill #68. I am employed at Fairbanks Gold 
Mining, Inc. as a Welder Mechanic and I favor House bill #68. I have spoken to a 
number of my co-workers and they indicate that they also favor House Bill 68 
passage.

Fairbanks Gold has been up front and honors its employees as family rr embers. 
House Bill 68 passage will give us mere family time and increase family income.

Fairbanks Gold has also been very instrumental in hiring dis-placed workers 
from Ketchikan Pulp Co. To date, counting myself, I believe there are some nine 
of us here from production operators to skilled maintenance people.

Your kind attention is appreciated.

Marshall Casteel
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J a n .  1 8 ,1 9 9 7

D ear R epresentative Norm an  
R ok eb erg

It h a s  b een  brou gh t to my atten tion  th a t you are g o in g  
to be involved in  b i l l  68 in  w eek  o f 1/27/97.

I am an  em ployee at F a irb an k s Gold s in c e  Aug. '95. I 
w ould  l ik e  to u r g e  you to support th e  b il l .  I drive a h a u l  
tr u c k  for F a irb a n k s Gold. I am m arried  and  have liv ed  in  
th e  F a irb a n k s area  s in c e  6/86.

I w ould l ik e  to s e e  t h is  b i l l  p a ssed  as it  w ould  b e n if it  
me in  g a s  alone, due to th e  d ista n ce  I have to travel. A ltho  
my c h ild r e n  are  a l l  g ro w n  and gone, it  w ould  g ive my w ife  
and I more tim e together.

T he s h if t s  w e are w o rk in g  at p resen t i s  a h a r d sh ip  on 
a ll  th e  em ployees as w e can’t get ou r b o d ies  ch a n g ed  around  
due to th e  con stan t s h if t  ch an ges.

For th e  m ost part, F a irb an k s Gold i s  a f in e  company to 
work for, and th ey  have u pheld  th e  m ajority o f w hat they  
have told  u s.

Yours tru ly , 
John C. C laughton

• o h n  C .  C l n u g h l o n  
0 2 8  E v o r g r c e n  s t  * 3  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 3 - 4 3 2 2



John C. Cl aught on
1028 E vergreen  St. **3----------------------------------------
F airbanks. Ak. 99709-4322

" FEB 1 3 1997

Feb .10, 1097

D ear R ep resen a tive  Norm an  R okeberg

T h is  le tte r  is  a fo llo w -u p  to th e  one I  sen t you  earlie r .
I  have  n eve r  been  so in vo lve d  in  p o lit ic s  in. m y l i f e  as I  have  w i t h  

t h is  b i l l  68. B u t  i t  is  im p o r ta n t to m y w i fe  and  me a lon g  w i th  th e  o th er  
w o rk e rs  a t th e  m ine.

I  w e n t to th e  te lecon ference m e e tin g  th e  o th er day an d  i t  w a s  m ostly  
u n o in  w o rk e rs  a g a in s t th e  b i l l ,  u n t i l  th e  end w h en  o u r  peop le  go t in  a 
fe w  good w ords . I  a lso  w e n t to  th e  te lecon ference w i t h  G o verno r K now les  
a n d  Lt. G o ve rn o r  U lm er. G o ve rno r  K n ow les  sa id  he  d id  not l i k e  to  see 
go vern m en t in vo lve d  in  p r iv a te  bus in ess . I  t h in k  he is  r ig h t.b u t, w h en  
th e re  is  a la w  w e  can  no t ge t a ro u n d  w e  m u st ge t in vo lve d  in  
governm en t. L t  G o verno r U lm e r  sa id  she w a s  concerned abou t th e  12 
h o u r  w o rk  days an d  sa fte y  p lu s  th e  d r iv e  to and  from  w ork . I  w o rk ed  
fo r th e  B L M  (A k  F i r e  Service) fo r 9 years , and  d u r in g  th e  f i r e  season w e  
w o rk ed  12-16 h o u r  days fo r 21 s tr a ig h t  days w i th  on ly  1 day o ff, fo r  
2+months and  no one sa id  a n y th in g  about o u r  sa fte y  th e n  as w e  w e re  
g e t t in g  o vertim e , th e  f i r s t  2 yea rs  I  w a s  an  Em ergency  F i r e  F ig h te r  
( E F F )  an d  w o rk ed  th e  sam e h o u rs  fo r s tr a ig h t  t im e  (no overtim e), a n d  it  
is  th e  sam e today, b u t  th e y  a re  exem p t from  s ta te  law .

A t  th e  m in e  w e  w o rk  a schedu le  th a t  is  b ru ta l.  7am -3pm  7 s tr a ig h t  
days (56 hours), th e n  o f f  4 days, w h a t  w e  c a ll  lo n g  change , th en  
3 p m -llp m  for 7 m ore s tr a ig h t  days,(56 hours), o f f  1 day, th e n  11pm- 7am 
fo r 7 m ore days,(56 hours), th e n  o f f  2 days and  i t  s ta r ts  a l l  over a g a in .lt  
is  c a lle d  28 day  ro ta tion . O f  th e  28 days th e re  is  8 h o u rs  o vertim e.

So i f  you  can  see yo u r  w a y  c lea r  to su ppo rt th e  b i l l ,  240 w orkers  and  
I  w o u ld  t r u ly  app rec ia te  it.
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1 FEB 0 1997
Monday, January 20, 1997

Dear representative,

I am a dump truck driver for the Fort Knox gold mine near Fairbanks. I  am married and 
have one child who is 14 months old. I  am writing you in reference to the 12 hour shift 
change (house bill 68) which is being brought before the house the week of January 27.

As an employee of the mine I  support the bill. As I  see it, I  will have more time with my 
family in terms of full days off. Also appealing to me is the fact that I  will spend less time 
traveling to and from work.

These things are important to me and my family and I  urge you to support this 
legislation.

Sincerely,

Brian S. DeWitt

n o  M  b o n
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T o :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g

R o o m  2 4  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

JAN 2 4

F r o m :  E d w a r d  A .  E v a n s  

P .  0 .  B o x  1 6 0 3 7  

T w o  R i v e r s  A K ,  9 9 7 1 6

S u b j e c t :  H o u s e  B i l l  6 8

A s  a  e q u i p m e n t  o p e r a t o r  a t  t h e  F o r t  K n o x  M i n e  n e a r  F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  1 

s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  6 8 .  I l i v e  4 5  m i l e s  f r o m  F o r t  K n o x  a n d  s p e n d  a t  l e a s t  2  

h o u r s  e a c h  d a y  o n  t h e  9 0  m i l e  r o u n d  t r i p .  T h e  s h i f t s  t h a t  w e  n o w  w o r k  

r o t a t e  e v e r y  s e v e n  d a y s .  I t  i s  v e r y  h a r d  t o  a d j u s t  h a v i n g  t o  c h a n g e  y o u r  

s l e e p i n g  s c h e d u l e  t h a t  o f t e n .  I t  i s  a l s o  h a r d  t o  p l a n  a n y  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  

y o u r  f a m i l y .

I f  H o u s e  b i l l  6 8  i s  p a s s e d  w e  w o u l d  g e t  1 4  d a y s  o f f  e v e r y  f o u r  w e e k s .  

W e  w o u l d  a l s o  s e e  a  2 . 3 %  p a y  i n c r e a s e .  I t  w o u l d  m e a n  t h a t  p e o p l e  w o u l d  

n o t  h a v e  t o  d r i v e  a s  m a n y  m i l e s  a n d  t h a t  w o u l d  s a v e  w e a r  a n d  t e a r  o n  

t h e i r  v e h i c l e s .  A l l  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  t h a t  I a m  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  g o  t o  1 2  h r .  w o r k  d a y s .  T h i s  w o u l d  a l l o w  u s  t o  h a v e  m o r e  t i m e  t o  s p e n d  

w i t h  o u r  f a m i l i e s .  I t  w o u l d  a l s o  m e a n  t h a t  w e  w o r k  l e s s  d a y s .

I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  c o n c e r n  t h a t  w e  a r e  b e i n g  p r e s s u r e d  b y  

m a n a g e m e n t  t o  g o  a l o n g  w i t h  t h i s  c h a n g e .  T h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  E m p l o y e e s  

h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  s c h e d u l e  w e  w o r k  

f o r  q u i t e  a  w h i l e .  I d o n ’t  k n o w  o f  a n y  r e a s o n  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  

t o  w a n t  t h e  s c h e d u l e  c h a n g e d ,  s e e i n g  t h a t  i t  w i l l  e n d  u p  c o s t i n g  t h e m  

m o r e  m o n e y  i n  w a g e s .

I h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  6 8 .

S i n c e r l y
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JAN 2 3 1997
Vaughn Frci 
P.O. Box 81450 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

Representative Norman Rokeberg 
Room 24 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Representative Rokeberg:

I’m writing to ask for your support of House Bill 68, which allows for the voluntary right to work a 12 
hour day with overtime pay only for hours worked in excess of 40 hours per week.

I’m employed by Fort Knox as a mine surveyor and currently work the best shift on the property. 
However, if  the Bill 68 is not passed I could end up working an unfavorable schedule that would limit the 
amount of time spent with my family. As a surveyor I interact with many of the employees affected by 
the current schedule and their morale is low. They don’t get to spend time with their families, and have a 
hard time adjusting to the shift changes. A content employee helps create a safer work environment for 
all.

I urge you to support House Bill 68 for the good of all employees.
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J a n u a r y  19, 1997

To W h o m  It M a y  C o n c e r n ,

M y  n a m e  is D a n  G i l b e r t ,  I h a v e  w o r k e d  for F o r t  K n o x  M i n e  s i n c e  
Sept. o f  95. I h o l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  b l a s t e r  a n d  I h a v e  a w i f e  a n d  
t h r e e  c h i l d r e n .  I a m  w r i t i n g  to y o u  so I m a y  u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  
H o u s e  B i l l  68. I w o u l d  b e n e f i t  g r e a t l y  f r o m  the c h a n g e  in this 
w o r k  s c h e d u l e .  A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c h a n g e  I w o u l d  h a v e  m o r e  t i m e  
o f f  to s p e n d  w i t h  m y  f a m i l y  a n d  an  i n c r e a s e  in pay. I as w e l l  as 
m y  f a m i l y  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  to t h i s  c h a n g e  a n d  w e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  
w i l l  h e l p  m a k e  it h a p p e n .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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February 5, 1997

The Honorable Representative Norm Rokeberg 
Chairman, House Labor and Commerce Commirtee 
State Capitol, Room 24 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Rokeberg:

1 am writing to you today to urge your support for H. B. 68. As a contractor for over 20 years in Alaska, I 
recognize the importance of work hour flexibility. The work hour flexibility rules are often viewed as 
bringing big benefits to the employer, whereas, in reality, the biggest push for flexible hours here at our 
company comes from the employees. This often allows them various opportunities, whether its spending 
more time with their families, spending more time enhancing their education, working as a volunteer, or 
taking that much needed fishing trip that requires more than a two day weekend to accomplish.

Great Northwest Inc., is a union contractor. who would like to see this type of flexibility extended to our 
industry.

With all due respect, I ask that you support the passage of this bill out of your committee, so it may be fully- 
debated on the floor of the house.

Howard "Buzz" Otis, President 
Great Northwest, Inc.

(907) 452 -5617  * Fax (907) 456-7779  • P. O. B ox 74 646  • Fa irbanks. A laska  99707
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CARULE ENTERPRISES, INC.
1813 East Is tA v e n u e  ■ Anchorage, A K  99501 * (9 0 7 )2 7 6 -7 7 9 7

January 29, 1997

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N .  R o k e b u r g  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

R E :  C S H B 6 8

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o k e b u r g :

W e  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  a s  w r i t t e n .  I f  i t  p a s s e s ,  w e  f e e l  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  12 h o u r  w o r k  d a y s  s h o u l d  b e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  e m p l o y e e s  i n  A l a s k a  o n  e q u a l  b a s i s .

Sincerely,

Harry M cDonald 
President

S e a ttle  .  Anchorage .  K ena i .  S e w ard  • F a irba n ks  • P ru d h o e  B a y
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I a m  w r i t i n g  in r e g a r d s  to H o u s e  B i l l  #68 - 12 h o u r  

s h i f t s .  I a m  the M i n e  S h i f t  S u p e r v i s o r  at  Fo r t  Knox.

I h a v e  a w i f e  and two d a u g h t e r s .  W e  l o v e  s p e n d i n g  our 

f r e e  t i m e  e n j o y i n g  the o u t d o o r s ,  s u c h  as c a m p i n g ,  fishing, 

s n o w m o b i l i n g , a n d  t r a v e l i n g .  O u r  c u r r e n t  s c h e d u l e  a l l o w s  

us t o  d o  this o n l y  one ti m e  p e r  m o n t h .  B y  a l l o w i n g  us 

to w o r k  12 h o u r  s h i f t s ,  we w o u l d  h a v e  t w i c e  t h e  a m o u n t  

of d a y s  o f f  t o  s p e n d  w i t h  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  r e d u c e  our 

t r a v e l  t i m e  a n d  fuel c o s t s  of  d r i v i n g  by 33%.

D e a r  M r .  R o k e b e r g ,

D o n n i e  R i c e



■MN 2 2 1997

Paul Roeder 
P.O. Box 83548 
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Representative Norman Rokeburg 
Room 24
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Norman Rokeburg:

I am writing to inform you that I strongly support House Bill 68 and urge you to 
vote for its passage.

I’m a mine engineer at Fairbanks Gold’s Fort Knox Mine. The ability to work a 
forty hour per week work schedule instead of the current eight hour per day 
schedule will allow me to spend my free time and money traveling around the 
state experiencing ail it has to offer. Under the current schedule I have to drive 
approximately 70 miles extra per week commuting to work. This extra cost and 
time spent on the road during high traffic times is unnecessary.

I have worked twelve and ten our shift schedules at other mines and safety was 
never compromised at any operation by the longer work hours. It can be argued 
that the safety of the people who work at the Fort Knox mine will be increased 
with the reduced traffic on the roads due to the longer shift schedule.

Please support House Bill 68

Sincerely,
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J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g :

I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  M o u s e  B i l l  6 8 .  A s  a  h a u l  t r u c k  d r i v e r  a t  t h e  F o r t  K n o x  M i n e ,  I  a m  v e r y  

m u c h  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a  c h a n g e  t o  1 2  h o u r  s h i f t s  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  n e w  s c h e d u l e  

w o u l d  a l l o w  m e  t o  s p e n d  m o r e  t i m e  w i t h  m y  w i f e .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  o u r  s c h e d u l e s  a l l o w  u s  o n l y  

t w o  t o  t h r e e  d a y s  e a c h  m o n t h  t o  s p e n d  t o g e t h e r .  A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  w o u l d  b e  f i n a n c i a l .  N o t  o n l y  

w o u l d  m y  t r a v e l i n g  e x p e n s e  t o  a n d  f r o m  w o r k  b e  o n e - t h i r d  l e s s  p e r  m o n t h ,  I  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  

l o o k i n g  a t  a  p a y  i n c r e a s e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o l  H o u s e  B i l l  6 8 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K e v i n  R y d b e r g  
3 5 5 0  G e r a g h t y  # 2  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 9
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 J2 T ...am uJrit/nQ -Hiis lejier in regards to HcxA.se. 
I0 8 . ZlZ Pm On. employee. cF Fair ban <cs (~>o Id Minino 

ijChc., <xf th e  Forf Knox- mine in fbtrhanKs. Current ly  
..U>& are r e q u e s t / a  cfanpc in x o a r auorJc sche.du.le., 
,.t>af rue. n eed  your f)<z/p to do So. A t th is  -himet 
..Ujc are (A/ortin.  ̂ S’-hour ro ta tin g  S h ifts , and ooould 
.Cjrea/fy appreciate fdx cAa/'^e Ho /ZL - hour s h i f t s .  

(CJ/ff a cAan^e. /o  /Z- hour sh i-fis , JZ -fee. 1 

.7 ^hot i f  ouou/cf m ade a /arcyc irn p a c f  or our ouork 
. \ -force.. far e x a m p l e  -  c o e .  uoou. I d  b e n e f i t  i n  a m a . s  

a Such  a s -  our ouork S ch edu le . m ore, days o ft, <and 
. j m o r e  in co m e, d u e  to o v e r t im e . .  

Undersfand/n^. fA c it B i l l  (0 % is  fy°‘nff f° y ^ f c a / o f
. .o f  fhou^ hf and discussion, ZZ h o p e  -m at you 0 0 / / /  
.be in fa\jor fo su p p o r t  o u r  refyuasf Also 1  coon.Id 
.. like, -fro shade -fh a t in pny p a s t  -experiences ou/ f f  
JZ hour s h i f t s ,  Z f[\/e. found fh a  f  /liefAer dd/me.T'U,
'P/eODUCOQAj, AJOP ATfZrUDES A A \/e JOECLZAjSh. 

. . FZn -f/na/, T  (me.) Ujoafd g r e a t ly  appreciate yoiAr 

.Support di) -favor o f  Hou.SC (Bill b2. ~Tlhar\£ you. 
! very  m u c h  f o r  you firna.

1

rî p y / ,

■ZUVfrywra/i<ws
Do re-fur/i address
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JAN 19:1997Representative Norman Rokeberg Room 2-1 State CapitolJuneau, Alaska 99801-11S2 
Dear Representative Rokeberg,

Support H B 6S
I am a Blaster for Amax Golcl Inc. at the Fort Knox site where i have been employed over one year. As with any job with some responsibility, 1 have had several occasions to express contrary views ana opinions at the mine. 1 make this statement only to try to dispel the opinion that employees are being coerced into pushing for this legislation. To my knowledge Fort Knox has never based job evaluations on anything but work performance.
I am married with 3 children. \ Iv wife does not work for pay outside the home. We are also foster parents. Two of the children are teen-agers.
We live outside the power grid. And generate our own power, carry our water from the Fox Springs, plow 1 mile of road every time it snows, etc. Additionally with two teen-agers, we make frequent 60 mile round trips to town. Needless to say we do not have much spare time
And that is why I request voui support for House Bill 68. Time... If I were allowed complete my work week sooner, I would have more days off for family and free time. In addition I would spend less money on work related expenses, gasoline, automotive, lunches, etc
I was unavailable at the time the petitions were circulated. But I intend to sign it on 1/20/1997 if 1 can track it down. If my name is not found on it please use this letter as my support ot the petition.
if you wish to call me at home, please do. The phones in my area are radio phones and not the most dependable, so keep trying.

JAN 2 8 a®;

Thank you.

Dan Schwietert Phone/Fax 907-339-2727 P.O. Box 10361 Fairbanks AK99/10
Copies to: Ramona Barnes. John Cowdery, John Davies. Gary Davis. Bill Hudson Jeannette James, Pete Kelley. Pete Kott. Gail Phillips, Brian Port r. Joe Ryan, Gene Thernalt, Loren Leman Mike Miller. Sean Parnell, Bert Sharp, Gary Wilken and Commissioner of labor Tom Cashen
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K E T C H I K A N
G A T E W A Y

B O R O U G H

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  M A Y O R  

J o l i n  " J a c k "  S l i a y344 Front Street Ketchikan, AK 99901-6494 907-228-6605 (Fax) 907-247-8439

March 11, 1997

Representative Norman Rokeberg Chair, Labor and Commerce State Capital - Room 24 Juneau, Alaska 98801-1182
HOUSE BILL NO. 68 - AN ACT RELATING TO THE EXEMPTION FROM THE REQUIREMENT FOR PAYMENT FOR OVERTIME UNDER A VOLUNTARY WORK HOUR PLAN
Thank you for your response to my opinion of the above cited measure which I outlined in my letter of February 5, 1997. Note that the message came on my stationery and represented only my view. The Borough Assembly has not taken a position on HB68. Some Assemblymembers were concerned that you would view this as their position on the matter. They further believe that this is policy and should be acted upon by them, usually in resolution form.
Sincerely,

cc: Honorable Gene Therriault, Room 517, Capital Building, Juneau, AKTom Cashen, Commissioner of Labor Mary Urquhart, Alaska State Employees Association Ketchikan Gateway Borough Assemblymembers

Mayor/Patvona! Address: P.O. Box 31SQ, Kelehih an, AK 99901 
Telephone 225-7A2Q
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M h f i d U  S i t n f t o H  

p ,0 ,  %9< 10 2 &  
p A h U n k f ,  M  W 7 1 0

To W hom  It M ay Concern:

My n am e  is  M ichelle S im p so n . I'm m arried  and have  a  7  y e a r  old

so n .

I w ork for Fort Knox Gold Mine in F a irb a n k s , A la ska . My fam ily  

and  I w ou ld  ap p re c ia te  it if you would co n s id e r  the 12  hour sh if t s . 

R igh t now , w e  a re  on ro tating sh if t s . It is  ex trem e ly  d ifficu lt to find 

ad eq u a te  d ay  ca re  for th e se  sh ifts . My so n  is  co n fu sed  on which 

d ay ca re  h e  n e e d s  to go to and  w hen . A lso, w e  do not h ave  m uch of 

fam ily  t im e .

W ith the  1 2  hour sh if t s , d a y c a re  will be e a s ie r  and  better. I will 

be  a b le  to sp e n d  alo t m ore tim e a t hom e with my fam ily .

P le a s e  c o n s id e r  th e se  1 2  hour sh if t s , it w ill m ake  a  b ig 

d iffe ren ce  in fam ily  life and  the  work p la c e .

T h ank  you!

M iche lle  S im p so n



JAN 2 7  m ?

T o : P j t y lA M O d i ,________________________ __________________
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F r e d r i c k  W .  S m i t h  

P . O .  B o x  7 3 5 4 5  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 7  

( 9 0 7 )  4 5 8 -0 5 2 7  

F e b r u a r y  1 4 , 1997

Dear Rep. Norman Rokeberg

F i r s t  o f f  X w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  t h a n k  o u r  e l e c t e d  

o f f i c i a l s  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  o u r  r e q u e s t  t o  

c h a n g e  t h e  l a w  o n  t h e  8 h o u r  s h i f t s .

1 h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  F o r t  K n o x  G o l d  M i n e ,  a s  a  H a u l  T r u c k  

D r i v e r ,  s i n c e  D e c e m b e r  4 ,  1 9 9 6 ,  a n d  I  h a v e  h a d  a  p r o b l e m  w i t h  

t h e  s c h e d u l e  e v e r  s i n c e  I  s t a r t e d .  T h e  p r o b l e m  I  h a v e  h a d  h a s  

b e e n  t h a t  w h e n  w e  c o m e  o f f  g r a v e y a r d  s h i f t  a n d  s t a r t  d a y  s h i f t

2  d a y s  l a t e r  m y  b o d y  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t i m e  t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  n e w  

s c h e d u l e  a n d  m y  s l e e p i n g  p a t t e r n s  a r e  m e s s e d  u p  a n d  i t  i s  h a r d  

t o  r e - a d j u s t  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  s c h e d u l e .

I  h a v e  a  1 1  y e a r  o l d  s o n  a n d  w h e n  I  am  w o r k i n g  t h e  s w i n g  s h i f t  

I  o n l y  s e e  h i m  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  a n  h o u r  a  d a y ,  o n l y  t o  g e t  h i m  o f f  

t o  s c h o o l .  H e  w i s h e s  I  h a d  m y  o l d  j o b  b a c k  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e

b e c a u s e  w e  c a n ' t  s p e n d  a n y  t i m e  t o g e t h e r .

•»

I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  t h i s  n e w  s c h e d u l e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  f i x  a l l  b u t  

I  w o u l d  h a v e  m o r e  t i m e  t o  s p e n d  w i t h  m y  f a m i l y  o n  m y  d a y s  o f f  

t h e n  w i t h  t h e  s c h e d u l e  I  h a v e  n o w .

M y  f a m i l y  a n d  I  w o u l d  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o n  H B -6 8  

i n  g e t t i n g  i t  t o  p a s s  s o  w e  c a n  b e  a  f a m i l y  a  l i t t l e  m o r e .  W e  

t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t .

F r e d r i c k  W . S m i t h



J a m e s  H. S p e a r  

2 6 4 2  S i l v e r  S t r e e t  

N o r t h  Pole/ A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 5

Jan u ary  21/ 1997 JA N  2 7 m ?

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g  

R o o m  24/ S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

Juneau/ A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  Mr. R o k e b e r g

I a m  w r i t i n g  y o u  in r e g a r d s  o f  a s k i n g  y o u  to s u p p o r t  H o u s e  Bil l  68. I a m  

c u r r e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  b y  F a i r b a n k s  G o l d  M i n i n g  Inc. a s  a  M i l l  T r a i n e e .  I h a v e  a 

w i f e  a n d  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a m  c u r r e n t l y  in the A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  Guar d .  If thi s  

bi l l  is p a s s e d  it w o u l d  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t  u s  a s  a  family. I w o u l d  o n l y  b e  w o r k i n g  

14  o u t  o f  28 d a y s  i n s t e a d  o f  21 o u t  o f  28 days. T h i s  w o u l d  m e a n  tha t  I c o u l d  

s p e n d  m o r e  t i m e  w i t h  m y  family. T h i s  w o u l d  a l s o  r e l i e v e  s o m e  of  t h e  b u r d e n  of  

h i r i n g  a  c h i l d  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  s i n c e  m y  w i f e  w o r k s  p a r t  time. T h i s  w o u l d  a l s o  

s a v e  5 6 0  m i l e s  a  m o n t h  in d r i v i n g  s i n c e  I d r i v e  4 0  m i l e s  o n e  w a y  to  t h e  mine.

I h o p e  y o u  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  s o  it c a n  b e  b e  p a s s e d  i n t o  law. T h a n k  y o u  

for y o u r  t i m e  a n d  support.

Sincerely/



F E B  1 9 1 9 9 ^

February 12, 1997 

Dear Representative;

I ’m writing to request your support fo r  H ouse Bill 68 . I took  the opportunity to attend both o f  the 
teleconference hearings with the com m ittee. Besides being an interesting educational experience it 
w as shocking to see how  m any people w ere opposed  to this bill when it d idn ’ t a ffect them at all. In 
fact it appeared that these individuals already had the right to negotiate w ork ing shifts and 
schedules and they want those rights denied to non union hard w orking people,

M any o f  the concerns against the bill seem  to start with the idea that H B 68 w ou ld  erode a w orkers 
rights. It appears to me that when an em ployee is given the opportunity to negotiate the w ork  
hours and schedule with the em ployer that in creases the w o rk e rs  rights. O ne other b ig  concern 
is the issue o f  safety. I w ould  encourage you  to contact the N evada M ining A ssocia tion  (7 0 2 ) 
829-2121 and address this issue with them. M any mines in N evada currently w ork  12 hour shifts 
(overtim e after 40  hours) and have better safety records then those that w ork  shorter shifts. In 
addition I ask you  “ H o w  com e  its sa fer  to w o rk  a 12 h ou r  shift and get pa id  ov ertim e  a fter 8 
hours than it is to w o rk  a 12 h ou r  shift and get pa id  overtim e a fter 4 0  h o u rs ?  It appears to 
me that both situations are equally safe.

I 'd  also like to stress that 48 states o f  the 50 states in the union have overtim e laws that pay 
overtim e after the first 40  hours. 1 realize that w e here in A laska have a different situation w hich is 
why H B 68 w as m odified to a llow  the surface metal mine, year around em ployees, to have the 
option o f  negotiating w ork hours and schedules with their em ployer.

Currently I 'm  a Senior M ine Engineer at the Fort K nox M ine and m y husband is a M ine Shift 
Supervisor. H B 68 has the potential to change m y husbands w ork schedule and a llow  him m ore 
time with the fam ily and m ore time to en joy recreational activities; hunting, fishing, cam ping, etc. 
W e  have a 19 year old  daughter attending U A F and a 2.5 year old daughter. In the past year I 
have w atched m y husband 's m orale deteriorate as the w ork schedule has deprived him o f  time with 
his fam ily and then the frustration that hits him when he has no time to g o  on a fishing or hunting 
trip.

I w ould like to encourage you to arrange a visit to the Fort K nox M ine and see what the mine is all 
about, and talk directly to the em ployees. 1 you w ould  like, I w ould be happy to arrange a tour fo r  
you. Please contact me at (9 0 7 ) 48 8 -4 6 5 3  ext 2105 or at hom e (9 0 7 ) 4 5 8 -0 3 7 5 .

Thank you  fo r  your time and please su p p o rt  MB 68.

Sincerely;

Kim B. Starr 
445 C indy Dr 
Fairbanks. A K  9 9 7 0 1
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I am writting this letter to request that you support House Bill 68,

I am a  non-exempt Human R esource Technician employed at the Fort Knox Mine. My 
request for your support of the House Bill 6 8  is  two fold.

First, my position at the m ine brings fellow em ployees to my office with many questions 
regarding a  wide variety of topics. Every day, som etim es severa l tim es a  day, concerns 
regard ing the p resen t 8  hour rotating shift schedu le , and the w ish  for the 12  hour 
rotating sh ift schedu le , are d iscu ssed . The p a ss in g  of House Bill 6 8  would provide 
em p lo y e e s ' th a  g ro ss income increase  of 2 .3% . The p a ss in g  of House Bill 6 8  would 
reduce the number of tim es a  w eek they would need to drive the 2 5  m iles to and from 
work. In the winter with th e se  cold temperatures and slick road condition th is would be 
great, p lu s th is would sa v e  on g a s , w are and tare on veh ic le s and roads. Above all 
e lse , the p a ss in g  of House Bill 6 8  would provide the em ployees with 14 d ay s off, instead 
of the current 7  d ay s off, every 2 8  days in which they could spend it with their fam ilies. I 
have h^ard  the fee lin g s of my co-workers and although my work schedu le  is  not the 
current 8  hour rotating shift schedu le , nor will I be one to work the 12 hour rotating shift 
schedu le  once th is bill is  p a ssed , I want to do what I can in exp re ssin g  mv support of 
House Bill 6 8 . to help those that I work with and their fam ilies. But that is not a ll........

Second, th is hits alot c lo ser to home than just what I hear at the office. I support House 
Bill 6 8  a s  a  sp o u se  of an em ployee who does have to work the present 8  hour rotating 
shift schedu le . Being a  part of a  family in 1997 , a  home owner, a  co llege graduate and 
sav in g  to start a  family, both my husband and I work. Although the additional 2 .3%  
g ro ss  in c re a se  will be appreciated , the most important is su e  for my fam ily is  time 
together. My schedu le  keep s me at the office Monday through Friday, a  good eight 
hours every  day, p lus an hour and a  half travel time. My husband , S teve , a  shovel 
operator here at the Fort Knox Mine, works the present 8  hour rotating shift schedu le . 
Our time together is  limited, for exam ple , we spend one w eekend  every 2 8  d ay s 
together. Although, a s  I mentioned, the p a ssin g  of House Bill 6 8  would not change my 
work schedu le , it would allow Steve more time to be at home when I am  off. Also, Steve 
w a s  a  drummer in our Sunday  morning P ra ise  and Worship Team  at church. The 
p a ss in g  of House Bill 6 8  would allow time to return to the team . Both Steve and I were 
5th and 6th grade Youth Leaders. The p a ssin g  of House Bill 6 8  would allow u s the time 
to return to the position together, a s  a  team .

A laska is  a  wonderful p lace to live. And Fort Knox is a  great p lace to work.
I respectfully request that you support th is legislation - House Bill 6 8 .

Thank you!

J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  i 9 9 7

T o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g :

C in n o j 'a lw

Dawn Michelle Steel 
A merican. Tax Payer. Voter.

Dawn Michelle Steel 
221 Dunbar Ave. 
Fa irbanks, AK 99701
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J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 9 7

I a m  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  y o u  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  6 8 .

I have been employed at Fort Knox Mine sin ce  August 1095 . I am a  shove l operator 
and the lead man on my crew. If you are not aware of the current schedu le , let me 
explain... W e work seven  consecutive Sw ing sh ifts (3  p.m. to 11 p.m .). Then we have 
one day off. W e work seven  consecutive Graveyard sh ifts (11 p.m. to 7  a.m .). Then we 
have two d ay s off. We work seven  consecutive Day sh ifts (7  a.m . to 3  p.m .). Then we 
have 4  d ay s off and the cycle repeats itself. As you can se e , that g iv e s u s 21 d ay s of 
work out of every 2 8  days. With the p a ss in g  of House Bill 68 , th is would allow u s seven  
more d ay s off every 2 8  days. At the sam e  time, it would increase  our income by 2 .3% .

Now, I have heard that there are som e people that find it hard to believe that em ployees 
at Fort Knox support House Bill 6 8  and voluntarily signed  a  petition stating such . I 
would like to se t the record straight. When the petition that we signed  in support of 
House Bill 6 8  w a s  p a ssed  around, w e were told and a  letter attached to the petition 
itself clearly stated , and I quote, "If you support the change, p le a se  contact your 
superv iso r so  that you may endorse the petition. If, however, you do not want the 
change , you are under no obligation to endorse the petition". I would like to a lso  state 
clearly that - 1 voluntarily support the p a ss in g  of House Bill 68.

My wife a lso  works at Fort Knox. The p a ss in g  of House Bill 6 8  will not effect her work 
schedu le , but it will make a  major improvement in our lives outside of work. Currently 
my wife and I only have one weekend every 2 8  days to spend together. Now, I am not 
sure how you care to spend your time away from work, but my wife is  my best friend 
and I want to spend  a s  much time a s  I can with her. With our present schedu le , 
mentioned above, our time together is  limited. Look at where we live... ALASKA. Both 
my wife and I love the outdoors. We live in one of the most wonderful p lace s on earth. 
Why wouldn't either of u s want to have more time off together to enjoy what God 
created for u s, the land, the wildlife and the companionship with each other. The 
p a ss in g  of House Bill 6 8  will allow u s to do ju st that, spend more time together.

I thank you for taking the time to read my letter. I a sk  that you support House Bill 68 , 
and help m ake a  positive difference in my fam ily's time together. Your support will be 
greatly appreciated and remembered.

T o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g :

Sincerely,

l\

221 Dunbar Ave. 
Fairbanks, AK 99701

American by Birth. A laskan by Choice. Tax payer. Voter.
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T f x l  T ^ JS -ssî C  ( f  2 ~ ) y ^ io ^ ^ - ^  ^JC c rt^A ^O
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T o  W h o m  I t  M a y  C o n c e r n .

tOoX^er^ JAN 2 31997
P . O .  / S o V  <S M ( o S ' i a

T ^ x j j O j i v v U ) ^

This letter is being written in regards to the support of House Rill 68. My name is Randy Watson and I'm presently employed by Fort Knox as a Grader Operator-Truck Driver and have been with the company for the past 8 months. I'm married and have two daughters ages 8yr and 15yr. My 1 Syr old is currently leaving in the Seattle area. As with the majority of the Alaskan population the rest of my immediate family lives outsii e the state.
I feel the change in our hours which is being proposed in House Bill 68 is a win win situation for both company and employees,however the bem /its for us as employees is far ureater and will have a stronq imoact on how this mine operates. At this time the currrentW* W 4 4mining operation schedule has been in effect for 1 1/2 years. In the 8 months that I have been employed I have seen a high decrease in empolvee moral. I feel this is mainly due to the fact that on our current schedule it is impossible to maintain any type of family lifestyle. It is also almost impossible to form any type of normal sleeping pattern. All this leads to a decrease in moral which in turn effects work prodution,safety and employee relationships with each other. All of the above are very important to maintain a high quality of work ethics for a company such as this to operate effectivly. When our lives are not in order on a personal level it effects all other commitments and responsiblities we have.
I'am recommending to you that for my self and fellow employees that House Bill 68 be passed for the good of everyone involved.

Sjnccrclv 
Rand/Watson
^ 6 7 - t / s C ^ l U
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