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|  NORECIPIENT, NO SUBJECT
FROMt GKALK@POLARNET.FNSB.AK.US (GRACE & LARRY KALK)

JANUARY 22 1997

to Whom it may concern:

MY NAME IS LARRY KALK. | AM AN EMPLOYEE OF AMAX GOLD INC. AT THE FORT KNOX
PROJECT 25 MILES NORTH OF FAIRBANKS. SOON YOUWLL BE DECIDING ON THE FATE OF
HOUSE BILL 6 6 . 1URGE YOU TOVOTE YES ONTHIS BILL. THE PASSAGE OF THIS BILL IS VERY

IMPORTANT TO ALL THE FORT KNOX EMPLOYEES.

CURRENTLY OQURSCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS: 7 STRAIGHT DAYS OF 3 P.M.-11 PM 46
HOURS OH-. 7 STRAIGHT DAYS OF 11 PM-7 AM. 46 HOURS OF- 7 STRAIGHT DAYS OF 7
AM-8 P.M 96 HOURS OF. AS YOU CAN SEE THIS SCHEDULE IS BRUTAL ONANY SORT OF

LIFE QUTSIDE OFWb rk.

HOUSE BILL 66 PROPOSES 12 HOUR SHIFTS WATH OVERTIME PAID ONANYTHING OVER
12 HOURS ON THE SAME DAY AND ANYTHING OVER 40 FOR THEWEEK. THIS SCHEDULE,
HOWEVER ITISSET UP, WILL GREATLY REDUCE THE TIMEWE SPEND ON THE JOB. HONEVER,

it Will not reduce our pay, it Will slightlyincrease it.

BESIDES THE OBVIOUS BENEFITS OF HAVING MORE TIME AWAY FROM THE JOB. SUCH
AS, MORE TIME TO SPEND WITHMY FAMILY. IMMARRIED AND HAVE 4 TEENAGE CHILDREN
THERE ARE OTHER WAYS THIS CHANGE INSCHEDULE WLL BE BENEFICAL. LESS TIME
SPENT ON THE ROAD TO AND FROMWORK WALL SAVE WEAR AND TEAR ONALL OF QR
AUTOVOBILES. ESPECIALLY AT -30 AND -40 DEGREES, SUCH AS WE ARE EXPERIENCING
NOWN VVEWLL HAVE TIME TO TRAVEL TO OTHER PARTS OF ALASKA AND SPEND CQUR HARD
EARNED MONEY. ANCHORAGE, MAYBE EVEN JUNEAU. NOT ONLY FAIRBANKS, BUT OTHER
COVMUNITIES WLL SEE THE BENEFITS OF THIS CHANGE INVWORK SCHEDULE

INCLCSEING, 1| HOPE YOU TAKE THE TIME TO READ A FEWOFTHESE LETTERS. THIS
SCHEDULE CHANGE IS NOT BEING SHOVED DOAN OUR THROATS BY THE COMPANY. THE
employees truly Want to see this bill passed, i Will appreciate Your Yes Vote

ONHOUSE BILL 66. THANK YOU.

sincerely Yours,

jriw N s K clb ,

LARRY KALK


mailto:GKALK@POLARNET.FNSB.AK.US
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HB 0 4199/

Dear To Whom It concern:
Subject: House Bill 68

Recently House Bill 68 has been placed before you for a vote concerning a 12
hour work shift at the Fairbanks Gold Mining ( Cypress-Amax ) Fort Knox mine. My
name is Shawn Lowry, | am a 24 year old shovel operator at the mine. | have been
here since 9/06/95,1worked the three previous mining seasons in Livengood for
Alaska Placer Development on 12 hour shifts. This company has offered me great
opportunities for growth in my career, and now is trying to offer me and the other
employees, a better work schedule that | feel will leave me with a better rested body

and greater piece of mind.

One thing | found working 12 hour shifts verses the rotating 8 |work now, is that
now my body never has a chance to get into a routine schedule. You work a week on
then change, work a week then change,and so on. With the Law the way it is this will
never change. But if the proposed new bill passes the company then has a chance to
offer me and the other employees a work schedule with more day'’s off to spend with
their families, go fishing, or to do just about any thing that they please. Many people
might say that a 12 hour work day is unfair to the employees, and that we will make
less money. | highly disagree, as long as the company is willing to pay 40 hours plus
as overtime in a work week then 12 hours a day is very reasonable. The proposed Bill
also accounts for 2.3% pay increase. More money, more day'’s off, how can this be a
bad deal?

| strongly feel that most of the people who will oppose this bill are doing so for
personal, unrelated, selfish reasons. After all none of them are working here, and | can
almost guarantee that all of them work a regular * NORMAL” shift with regular non-
rotating time off. In short, an unchanging work schedule that they can plan around to
spend quality time with their family, friends and loved ones. This voice that they carry is
not the voice of the people who will be affected by the passing or failure of this bill. Me
personally, rite now | am single. But would like to change that in the future, this is not
an easy thing to do when you meet someone, only to find that you are unable to really
get to know them because you have to change you're work schedule every week.

The proposed schedule would allow the possibility to rotate on a monthly
period verses weekly. This option would offer more time off and a greater period of
change that is less stressful on the human body, and sleep schedule. | believe that
House Bill 68 is a good thing, that would better benefit the Fairbanks Gold Mining
employees. So | ask that you listen to the voice of those that this Bill will affect and not
the one of those that it wont. Please pass this Bill and help us all out.
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Representative Gene Therriault January 20,1997

Room 511
State Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Therriault:

I am writing to you to ask for your support for House Bill 68, allowing for the voluntary right to
work fora 12 hour day, 40 hour week without overtime. |am an employee atthe Fort Knox Mine
near Fairbanks, and there are three main reasons why 1am asking for your support.

Currently | have to drive 30 miles to work and back on a daily basis. The commute takes
approximately 1 hour and 20 minutes and 4 gallons of fuel perday of work. This adds up to 30
hours and 84 gallons of fuel per month of work. House Bill 68 would reduce the driving time to
18.5 hours per month and only 56 gallons of fuel used. Over the course of a year the reduction
in fuel need would result in a $453.60 savings at current gas prices. |would also have additional

time to spend with my family.

Secondly, to keep this mine running 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, the company must rotate its
employees schedules in a rather peculiar way to prevent paying excessive overtime under the
current law. Now Ido not know your own political views on what the rights or wrongs of that are,
but I do know what the current schedule is like for the employees. Underthe current system, the
employees must rotate between days, swing, and graveyard schedules every 7 days. Their
bodies have no sooner adjusted to the sleep cycle and it changes. Their families have no sooner
adapted to their schedule and it changes. Planning family time, vacation time, or personal time
becomes a nightmare. Simply put, the current schedule is a morale buster. The company chose
this schedule because it is the cheapest for them under the current laws, but it is horrible for the
employees. The employees overwhelmingly support the new proposed schedule, and the
company believes that it can afford to pay for it. it is a win, win proposition.

Finally, I am sickened when |look at the paper and read the reasons that some lawmakers are
unhappy with the Bill. They say that the workers would be cheated of overtime pay under the
bill. These guys need to get their wits together and realize that no matter what the law says, any
company is going to devise a schedule that is most cost effective forthem - PERIOD. Instead of
getting cheated from overtime by the current law, employees are being cheated out of family
time. Any employee here will tell you that if they are still going to get the same pay per month,
they will gladly take the new schedule to get more time at home. Those lawmakers that oppose
this common sense bill are the same sanctimonious people who claim they are for the little guy.
However itis the little guys here who are begging for the change and are being told it is not a
good idea, by people who claim to know what is best forthem. The same people who, I might
add, let the federal government take 36.25% of my Christmas bonus - a bonus which was
supposed to reward me for my hard work. See who it is rewarding now.

Thank you for your time, and please support House Bill 68.

Sincerely,

Kermitt Melvin - one of the little guys you are supposed to care so much about.



Brent Maitellaro
733 Darrell Drive ‘]Al\l 2 3 1%7

Fairbanks, AK 99709

Representative Norman Rokeberg DATE: Jan.20,1997

Room 24
State Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Rep. Rokeberg,

| am writing to urge your support for House Bill 68, which would allow employees at
our company to work up to 12 hours per shift.

| am a mine geologist at the Fort Knox Mine. Passage of this bill would allow me to
spend more time with my family. Personal cost savings would also be realized in less
daycare expenses (one day per week ), as well as transportation (in my case about

100 miles less pe: week ).

| do not believe safety would be compromised at the job site with longer hours, and
since the commute is the biggest hazard | face, 100 miles less driving per week is an

improvement.

Please support House Bill 68.

Brent Martellaro
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488-8328

M. John W Moss
3201 Lauranee Rd
Affiliation Reg Voter
North Pole AK 99705 u
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
01/23/97 N HB 68 Supports
INTEREST. WE COULD BETTER TAKE ADVANTAGE OF

12 HOUR SHIFTS WOULD BETO ME AND MY FAMILY'S BEST
THE SHORT SUMMERS AND STILL MAKE A GOOD LIVING.THANK YOU.
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Jan 3 0 1397

ATTENTION:

My name 1is David Best. I work for Fairbanks Gold.
I enjoy the people 1 work with and 1 enjoy my job. The
only part about my job I don"t care for is, the work
schedule. My company has offered a better schedule

of 12 hour shifts which my crew and | agree that it would

be better. It would give me more time off to spend more
time with my family. I wouldn"t have to drive 60 miles
round trip to work. It would also save me gas, ect. |
would appreciate your help in passing this. Thank You...

/16 K t-tu rn
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DEAR REPRESENTATIVE

IHENRY R. BOWMAN, wanted to write to you in reyard to Bill 6S that will be presented next week.
The 12 hour shift would benefit my family as well as myselfwith more time to spend with them.

My spouse and 1have two small children (ages 3 and 4), due to our busy work schedules we spend very
little time with them. My spouse is in the U. S. Army, and that alone takes up over halfof her time, with
the work schedule that we arc now working here at the mine it is difficult for us to spend quality time

together.

We could save money on gas, as well as the additional cost for meals that are needed while | am working
during the week. My family and i continue to remain hopeful that this Bill will meet your approval for Fort

Knox mine. Thank you for your time and effort.
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January 18, 1997

REPRESENTATIVE NORMAN ROKEBERG
Room 24, State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

INREGARDS TO: House Bill 68
AMAX GOLD,INC./ FORT KNOX MINE

Dear Mr. Rokeberg:

In regards to the proposed schedule change for Fort Knox Mine, I am in complete
support. |l am a heavy equipment operator currently working the present schedule.
The proposed schedule change would be beneficial to me as our current schedule allows
me very little leisure time with my family and itis extremely hard to adapt to the constant
changing shifts from week to week. Physically, the current work schedule is very
demanding, due to the difficulty oflack ofrestand sleeping ability. Personally, it takes
me two to three days to adapt to the current schedule changes. | feel it is a safety
problem, especially for the equipment operators. My job consistsofoperating very large
gquipment in sometimes very close quarters to other equipment and personnel. Everyone
needs to be alert under these conditions.

would appreciate your support in favor ofthis proposed change.

Sincerely,

Steve A. Bonham
36 College Road, Ste. 2-251
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
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January 24, 1997

Members of the Legislature
State Capitol Building
State of Alaska

Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Support of House Bill 68 (12-hour work days)

Dear Legislators:

Since May 22,1995, 1have been an employee of Fairbanks Gold Mining, Inc. at the Fort
Knox Mine located 28 miles north of Fairbanks in Fox, Alaska. | commute over 1200
miles to the site each month, spending nearly $200.00 per month on fuel and cold
weather maintenance products. These costs do not include the vehicle loan, insurance
and routine mechanical maintenance costs of owning and operating a vehicle. In
addition, | spend a minimum of 30 hours a month driving to and from work five times
weekly. Often the driving conditions are dangerous due to severe road and weather
conditions and the volume of traffic during peak hours. My coworkers report similar

statistics.

As an avid volunteer in the community and part-time university student, | would
welcome the opportunity to work a 12-hour work day. The monthly savings on
transportation costs to and from work would help offset my tuition expenses. The
additional leisure time would allow me to actively support more charitable functions and
complete my degree much earlier than | had planned. The shorter work week would
reduce the daily traffic on the Steese Highway; creating a safer commute to the site for
the 250 employees and vendors now driving to the site each day.

As a registered voter, | urge your positive support of House Bill 68. You may contact
me at 1-(907) 488-4653 x2910 to discuss further my opinion regarding the benefits of

this proposed legislation.

Sincerely,

Paula J. Bragcheau
Construction Tech

cc: Mr. Tom Cashen, Commissioner
State of Alaska Department of Labor
Mr. Steve Lang, General Manager
Fairbanks Gold Mining, Inc.



Marshall Casteel
1105 26th Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Ph. (907)455-7122

Representative Norman Rokeberg

Room 24, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Representative Norman Rokeberg:

| encourage you to support House Bill #68. | am employed at Fairbanks Gold
Mining, Inc. as a Welder Mechanic and | favor House bill #68. | have spoken to a
number of my co-workers and they indicate that they also favor House Bill 68

passage.

Fairbanks Gold has been up front and honors its employees as family rr embers.
House Bill 68 passage will give us mere family time and increase family income.

Fairbanks Gold has also been very instrumental in hiring dis-placed workers
from Ketchikan Pulp Co. To date, counting myself, | believe there are some nine
of us here from production operators to skilled maintenance people.

Your kind attention is appreciated.

Marshall Casteel
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Jan. 18,1997

Dear Representative Norman
Rokeberg

It has been brought to my attention that you are going
to be involved in bill 68 in week of 1/27/97.

| am an employee at Fairbanks Gold since Aug. '95. |
would like to urge you to support the bill. I drive a haul
truck for Fairbanks Gold. I am married and have lived in
the Fairbanks area since 6/86.

| would like to see this bill passed as it would benifit
me in gas alone, due to the distance I have to travel. Altho
my children are all grown and gone, it would give my wife
and | more time together.

The shifts we are working at present is a hardship on
all the employees as we can'’t get our bodies changed around
due to the constant shift changes.

For the most part, Fairbanks Gold is a fine company to
work for, and they have upheld the majority of what they

have told us.

Yours truly,
John C. Claughton

eohn C.Clnughlon
028 Evorgrcen st *3
Fairbanks, Alaska 99703-4322



John C. Claughton
1028 Evergreen St. 3 ------mmmmmmmmmmm o
Fairbanks. Ak. 99709-4322

Feb.10, 1097

Dear Represenative Norman Rokeberg

This letter is a follow-up to the one | sent you earlier.

| have never been so involved in politics in. my life as | have with
this bill 68. But it is important to my wife and me along with the other
workers at the mine.

| went to the teleconference meeting the other day and it was mostly
unoin workers against the bill, until the end when our people gotin a
few good words. | also went to the teleconference with Governor Knowles
and Lt. Governor Ulmer. Governor Knowles said he did not like to see
government involved in private business. | think he is right.but, when
there is a law we can not get around we must get involved in
government. Lt Governor Ulmer said she was concerned about the 12
hour work days and saftey plus the drive to and from work. | worked
for the BLM (Ak Fire Service) for 9 years, and during the fire season we
worked 1216 hour days for 21 straight days with only 1day off, for
2+months and no one said anything about our saftey then as we were
getting overtime, the first 2years | was an Emergency Fire Fighter
(EFF) and worked the same hours for straight time (no overtime), and it
is the same today, but they are exempt from state law.

At the mine we work a schedule that is brutal. 7am-3pm 7 straight
days (56 hours), then off4 days, what we call long change, then
3pm-llpm for 7 more straight days,(56 hours), off 1day, then 11lpm-7am
for 7 more days,(56 hours), then off 2 days and it starts all over again.It
is called 28 day rotation. Of the 28 days there is 8 hours overtime.

Soif you can see your way clear to support the bill, 240 workers and
Il would truly appreciate it.
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Monday, Jan&ary 20, 1997 0

Dear representative

| amadunp truck drver for the Fort Knox gdd mine near Fairbanks. | ammanied ad
have ane chid whois 14 months old. | amwwiting you in reference to the 12 hour shift
dage (howse bill 68) which is being lbrought before the house the week of January 27.

As anenpdoyee ofthe mine | suppatthe bill. As| seeit, | will have more time with my
family in temrs of full days off. Also agpeding to neis thefact that | will soendless time
raveling to andfrom work.

These things ae impoartant to me ad my family axd | uge you to support this
legidation.

Sincerely,

Brian S. DeWitt
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JAN 24

To: Representative Norman Rokeberg
Room 24 State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

From: Edward A. Evans
P. 0. Box 16037

Two Rivers AK, 99716

Subject: House Bill 68

As a equipment operator at the Fort Knox Mine near Fairbanks, Alaska 1
support House Bill 68. | live 45 miles from Fort Knox and spend at least 2
hours each day on the 90 mile round trip. The shifts that we now work
rotate every seven days. It is very hard to adjust having to change your
sleeping schedule that often. It is also hard to plan any activities with

your family.

If House bill 68 is passed we would get 14 days off every four weeks.
We would also see a 2.3% pay increase. It would mean that people would
not have to drive as many miles and that would save wear and tear on
their vehicles. AIll of the employees that | am acquainted with would like

to go to 12 hr. work days. This would allow us to have more time to spend

with our families. It would also mean that we work less days.

l understand that there is some concern that we are being pressured by
management to go along with this change. That is not the case. Employees
have been trying to get the management to change the schedule we work
for quite a while. I don® know of any reason the management would have
to want the schedule changed, seeing that it will end up costing them

more money in wages.

| hope that you will support House Bill 68.

Sincerly
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Vaughn Frci
P.O. Box 81450
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

Representative Norman Rokeberg
Room 24

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Rokeberg:

I’'m writing to ask for your support of House Bill 68, which allows for the voluntary right to work a 12
hour day with overtime pay only for hours worked in excess of 40 hours per week.

I’'m employed by Fort Knox as a mine surveyor and currently work the best shift on the property.
However, if the Bill 68 is not passed I could end up working an unfavorable schedule that would limit the
amount of time spent with my family. As a surveyor | interact with many of the employees affected by
the current schedule and their morale is low. They don’t get to spend time with their families, and have a
hard time adjusting to the shift changes. A content employee helps create a safer work environment for

all.

| urge you to support House Bill 68 for the good of all employees.
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Daniel S. G ilbert

P.0. Box 58553
Alaska 99711 JAN: <19/

Fairbanks ,
Home Phone 907-488-1779

January 19, 1997

To Whonm It May Concern,

My name 1is Dan Gilbert, 1 have worked for Fort Knox Mine since
Sept. of 95. |1 hold the position of blaster and | have a wife and
three children. 1 am writing to you so | may urge you to support
House Bill 68. | would benefit greatly from the change in this
work schedule. As a result of this change | would have more time
off to spend with my family and an increase in pay. | as well as
my family are looking forward to this change and we hope that you

will help make it happen.

Sincerely,
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February 5, 1997

The Honorable Representative Norm Rokeberg
Chairman, House Labor and Commerce Commirtee
State Capitol, Room 24

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Rokeberg:;

1am writing toyou today to urge your support for H. B. 68. As acontractor for over 20 years in Alaska, |
recognize the importance of work hour flexibility. The work hour flexibility rules are often viewed as
bringing big benefits to the employer, whereas, in reality, the biggest push for flexible hours here at our
company comes from the employees. This often allows them various opportunities, whether its spending
more time with their families, spending more time enhancing their education, working as a volunteer, or
taking that much needed fishing trip that requires more than a two day weekend to accomplish.

Great Northwest Inc., is a union contractor. who would like to see this type of flexibility extended to our
industry.

With all due respect, | ask that you support the passage ofthis bill out of your committee, so it may be fully-
debated on the floor of the house.

Howard "Buzz" Otis, President
Great Northwest, Inc.

(907) 452-5617 * Fax (907) 456-7779 « P. O. Box 74646 <« Fairbanks. Alaska 99707

r vuj sCtIM"jfuni; m-jun cc;ft gUM tp.c -071J
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Jan-29-97 11:10 CARLILE ENTERPRISES 19072787301

CARULE ENTERPRISES, INC.

1813 East IstAvenue mAnchorage, AK 99501 *(907)276-7797

January 29, 1997

Representative N. Rokeburg
House of Representatives

RE: CSHB68
Dear Representative Rokeburg:

We support this bill as written. Ifit passes, we feel the option of 12 hour work days should be
available to all employees in Alaska on equal basis.

Sincerely,

Harry McDonald
President

Seattle . Anchorage . Kenai . Seward . Fairbanks . Prudhoe Bay
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Dear Mr. Rokeberg,

I am writing in regards to House Bill #68 - 12 hour
shifts. I am the Mine Shift Supervisor at Fort Knox.
I have a wife and two daughters. We 1love spending our

free time enjoying the outdoors, such as camping, fishing,
snowmobiling, and traveling. Our current schedule allows
us to do this only one time per month. By allowing us
to work 12 hour shifts, we would have twice the amount
of days off to spend with our families, and reduce our

travel time and fuel costs of driving by 33%.

Donnie Rice
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Paul Roeder
P.O. Box 83548
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Representative Norman Rokeburg

Room 24
Alaska House of Representatives

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Norman Rokeburg:

| am writing to inform you that | strongly support House Bill 68 and urge you to
vote for its passage.

I’'m a mine engineer at Fairbanks Gold’s Fort Knox Mine. The ability to work a
forty hour per week work schedule instead of the current eight hour per day
schedule will allow me to spend my free time and money traveling around the
state experiencing ail it has to offer. Under the current schedule | have to drive
approximately 70 miles extra per week commuting to work. This extra cost and
time spent on the road during high traffic times is unnecessary.

| have worked twelve and ten our shift schedules at other mines and safety was
never compromised at any operation by the longer work hours. It can be argued

that the safety of the people who work at the Fort Knox mine will be increased
with the reduced traffic on the roads due to the longer shift schedule.

Please support House Bill 68

Sincerely,
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January 23, 1997

Representative Norman Rokeberg:

[ am writing to support Mouse Bill 68. As ahaul truck driver atthe Fort Knox Mine, I am very
much in supportofachange to 12 hour shifts for a couple ofreasons. First, the new schedule
would allow me to spend more time with my wife. Atthis point, our schedules allow us only
two to three days each month to spend together. Another reason would be financial. Notonly
would my traveling expense to and from work be one-third less per month, I would also be
looking ata pay increase.

Thank you for your supportol House Bill 68.

Sincerely,

Kevin Rydherg
3550 Geraghty #2
Fairbanks, AK 99709
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To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Michelle Simpson. I'm married and have a 7 year old
son.

| work for Fort Knox Gold Mine in Fairbanks, Alaska. My family
and | would appreciate it if you would consider the 12 hour shifts.
Right now, we are on rotating shifts. It is extremely difficult to find
adequate day care for these shifts. My son is confused on which
daycare he needs to go to and when. Also, we do not have much of

family time.

With the 12 hour shifts, daycare will be easier and better. | will
be able to spend alot more time at home with my family.

Please consider these 12 hour shifts, it will make a big
difference in family life and the work place.

Thank you!

Michelle Simpson
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FRI 14:18 FAX 9074902290 FAIRBANKS GOLD MINING

Fredrick W. Smith
P.0O. Box 73545
Fairbanks, AK 99707
(907) 458-0527

February 14, 1997

Dear Rep. Norman Rokeberg

First off X would like to take the time to thank our elected
officials for taking the time to listen to our request to

change the law on the 8 hour shifts.

1 have been working at the Fort Knox Gold Mine, as a Haul Truck

Driver, since December 4, 1996, and | have had a problem with
the schedule ever since | started. The problem | have had has
been that when we come off graveyard shift and start day shift

2 days later my body doesn't have time to adjust to the new

schedule and my sleeping patterns are messed up and it is hard
to re-adjust all the time to a different schedule.
I have a 11 year old son and when | am working the swing shift

I only see him for less than an hour a day, only to get him o ff

to school. He wishes | had my old job back during this tim e

because we can't spend any time together.

o

I'm not saying this new schedule is going to be a fix all but

I would have more time to spend with my family on my days o ff

then with the schedule | have now.
My fam ily and | would really appreciate your support on HB-68
in getting it to pass so we can be a family a little more. We

thank you for your time and effort.

Fredrick W. Smith

@001



James H. Spear
2642 Silver Street
North Pole/ Alaska 99705

I)
January 21/ 1997 JAN 27 m?
Representative Norman Rokeberg
Room 24/ State Capitol
Juneau/ Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Mr. Rokeberg
I am writing you in regards of asking you to support House Bill 68. I am
currently employed by Fairbanks Gold Mining Inc. as a Mill Trainee. I have a
wife and four children and am currently in the Alaska National Guard. If this
bill is passed it would greatly benefit us as a family. I would only be working
14 out of 28 days instead of 21 out of 28 days. This would mean that 1 could
spend more time with my Tfamily. This would also relieve some of the burden of
hiring a child care provider since my wife works part time. This would also

save 560 miles a month in driving since | drive 40 miles one way to the mine.

I hope you will support this bill so it can be be passed into law. Thank you
for your time and support.

Sincerely/
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February 12, 1997

Dear Representative;

I'm writing to request your support for House Bill 68. 1 took the opportunity to attend both of the

Besides being an interesting educational experience it
In

teleconference hearings with the committee.
was shocking to see how many people were opposed to this bill when it didn't affect them at all.

fact it appeared that these individuals already had the right to negotiate working shifts and

schedules and they want those rights denied to non union hard working people,

Many o f the concerns against the bill seem to start with the idea that HB68 would erode a workers
rights. It appears to me that when an employee is given the opportunity to negotiate the work

hours and schedule with the employer that increases the workers rights. One other big concern

is the issue o f safety. | would encourage you to contact the Nevada Mining Association (702)

829-2121 and address this issue with them. Many mines in Nevada currently work 12 hour shifts
(overtime after 40 hours) and have better safety records then those that work shorter shifts. In

addition | ask you “How come its safer to work a 12 hour shift and get paid overtime after 8
hours than itis to work a 12 hour shift and get paid overtime after 40 hours? It appears to

me that both situations are equally safe.

I'd also like to stress that 48 states of the 50 states in the union have overtime laws that pay

overtime after the first 40 hours. 1realize that we here in Alaska have a different situation which is

why HB68 was modified to allow the surface metal mine, year around employees, to have the

option o f negotiating work hours and schedules with their employer.

Currently I'm a Senior Mine Engineer at the Fort Knox Mine and my husband is a Mine Shift
Supervisor. HB68 has the potential to change my husbands work schedule and allow him more
time with the family and more time to enjoy recreational activities; hunting, fishing, camping, etc.
We have a 19 year old daughter attending UAF and a 2.5 year old daughter. In the past year |
have watched my husband's morale deteriorate as the work schedule has deprived him of time with

his family and then the frustration that hits him when he has no time to go on a fishing or hunting

trip.

I would like to encourage you to arrange a visit to the Fort Knox Mine and see what the mine is all
about, and talk directly to the employees. 1you would like, | would be happy to arrange a tour for
you. Please contact me at (907) 488-4653 ext 2105 or at home (907) 458-0375.

Thank you for your time and please support MB 68.

Sincerely;

Kim B. Starr
445 Cindy Dr
Fairbanks. AK 99701

1 9199~



JAN 2 4 1997

January 21, i997

To Representative Norman Rokeberg:

| am writting this letter to request that you support House Bill 68,

I am a non-exempt Human Resource Technician employed at the Fort Knox Mine. My
request for your support of the House Bill 68 is two fold.

First, my position at the mine brings fellow employees to my office with many questions
regarding a wide variety of topics. Every day, sometimes several times a day, concerns
regarding the present 8 hour rotating shift schedule, and the wish for the 12 hour
rotating shift schedule, are discussed. The passing of House Bill 68 would provide
employees' th a gross income increase of 2.3%. The passing of House Bill 68 would
reduce the number of times a week they would need to drive the 25 miles to and from
work. In the winter with these cold temperatures and slick road condition this would be
great, plus this would save on gas, ware and tare on vehicles and roads. Above all
else, the passing of House Bill 68 would provide the employees with 14 days off, instead
of the current 7 days off, every 28 days in which they could spend it with their families. |
have h”ard the feelings of my co-workers and although my work schedule is not the
current 8 hour rotating shift schedule, nor will 1 be one to work the 12 hour rotating shift
schedule once this bill is passed, |1 want to do what I can in expressing mv support of
House Bill 68.to help those that I work with and their families. But that is not all........

Second, this hits alot closer to home than just what I hear at the office. |support House
Bill 68 as a spouse of an employee who does have to work the present 8 hour rotating
shift schedule. Being a part of a family in 1997, a home owner, a college graduate and
saving to start a family, both my husband and | work. Although the additional 2.3%
gross increase will be appreciated, the most important issue for my family is time
together. My schedule keeps me at the office Monday through Friday, a good eight
hours every day, plus an hour and a half travel time. My husband, Steve, a shovel
operator here at the Fort Knox Mine, works the present 8 hour rotating shift schedule.
Our time together is limited, for example, we spend one weekend every 28 days
together. Although, as | mentioned, the passing of House Bill 68 would not change my
work schedule, itwould allow Steve more time to be at home when lam off. Also, Steve
was a drummer in our Sunday morning Praise and Worship Team at church. The
passing of House Bill 68 would allow time to return to the team. Both Steve and | were
5th and 6th grade Youth Leaders. The passing of House Bill 68 would allow us the time

to return to the position together, as a team.

Alaska is a wonderful place to live. And Fort Knox is a great place to work.
I respectfully request that you support this legislation - House Bill 68.

Thank you!

Cinnoj'alw

Dawn Michelle Steel

Dawn Michelle Steel 221 Dunbar Ave.
American. Tax Payer. Voter. Fairbanks, AK 99701
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January 22, 1997

To Representative Norman Rokeberg:

lam writing this letter requesting thatyou support House Bill 68.

I have been employed at Fort Knox Mine since August 1095. Iam a shovel operator
and the lead man on my crew. Ifyou are notaware of the current schedule, let me
explain... We work seven consecutive Swing shifts (3 p.m. to 11 p.m.). Then we have
one day off. We work seven consecutive Graveyard shifts (11 p.m. to 7 a.m.). Then we
have two days off. We work seven consecutive Day shifts (7 am. to 3 p.m.). Then we
have 4 days off and the cycle repeats itself. As you can see, that gives us 21 days of
work out of every 28 days. With the passing of House Bill 68, this would allow us seven
more days off every 28 days. Atthe same time, itwould increase our income by 2.3%.

Now, I have heard that there are some people that find it hard to believe that employees
at Fort Knox support House Bill 68 and voluntarily signed a petition stating such. |
would like to set the record straight. When the petition that we signed in support of
House Bill 68 was passed around, we were told and a letter attached to the petition
itself clearly stated, and | quote, "If you support the change, please contact your
supervisor so that you may endorse the petition. If, however, you do not want the
change, you are under no obligation to endorse the petition". lwould like to also state

clearly that - 1voluntarily support the passing of House Bill 68.

My wife also works at Fort Knox. The passing of House Bill 68 will not effect her work
schedule, but itwill make a major improvement in our lives outside of work. Currently
my wife and | only have one weekend every 28 days to spend together. Now, I am not
sure how you care to spend your time away from work, but my wife is my best friend
and lwant to spend as much time as Ican with her. With our present schedule,
mentioned above, our time together is limited. Look at where we live... ALASKA. Both
my wife and | love the outdoors. We live in one of the most wonderful places on earth.
Why wouldn't either of us want to have more time off together to enjoy what God
created for us, the land, the wildlife and the companionship with each other. The
passing of House Bill 68 will allow us to do just that, spend more time together.

I thank you for taking the time to read my letter. lask that you support House Bill 68,
and help make a positive difference in my family's time together. Your support will be
greatly appreciated and remembered.

Sincerely,

N\
221 Dunbar Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701

American by Birth. Alaskan by Choice. Tax payer. Voter.
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