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P.O. Box 20813
Juneau, A K  99802
April 26, 1998

D e ar R ep re sen ta tiv e :

S JR  4 2 . p ro p o s in g  a c o n s titu tio n a l a m en d m en t to  p ro h ib it sam e  sex  m a rria g es , w ill b e  
b e fo re  y o u  in th e  H o u se  Ju d ic ia ry  c o m m itte e  to d a y . I u rg e  y o u  to  v o te  aga in s t th is bill a n d  k e e p  it 
fro m  m o v in g  o u t  o f  th e  com m ittee .

T h is  bill w ill c re a te  an u n n ec essa ry  h a te  c a m p a ig n  th a t  w ill h u rt m an y  p eo p le  in o u r  s ta te , 
n o t o n ly  th o s e  w h o  m ay  seek  to  e n te r  sam e  sex  m a rria g es , bu t a lso  m an y  o f  th e ir  frien ds a n d  
lo v e d  o n es . It w ill a lso  h u rt p e o p le  o n  b o th  s id es o f  th is  issu e  b y  th e  a tm o sp h e re  o f  h a tre d  it w ill 
g e n e ra te . I f  y o u  v iew  y o u rse lf  as a  tru e  lead e r, d o  n o t lead  th e  p e o p le  o f  A laska  in to  a t ira d e  o f  
h a tre d  a n d  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  d iscrim in a tio n .

T h e  S u p e r io r  C o u rt d ec is io n  th a t tr ig g e re d  th is  leg is la tio n  w ill b e  rev iew ed  b y  the  
S u p re m e  C o m  t o n  appeal. B e fo re  p lac in g  su ch  an  issu e  o n  th e  b a llo t, th e  leg is la tu re  sh o u ld  
a llo w  th e  c o u r t  to  c o m p le te  its  rev iew  o f  th e  legal q u e s tio n s .

T h e  a m en d m en t p ro p o se d  in th is  leg is la tio n  w ill su b jec t th e  r ig h ts  o f  a  m in o rity  to  a 
m a jo rity  v o te . T h e  am en d m en t i ts e lf  p la ce s  d isc rim in a to ry  lan g u ag e  w ith in  th e  b o d y  o f  o u r  s ta te ’s 
c o n s titu tio n . T h is  is a  te rr ib le  m istak e . I feel c e rta in  th a t, in fu tu re  y ea rs , y o u  w ill b e  ab le  to  feel 
p ro u d  o f  a n y  ro le  y o u  to o k  in p rev e n tin g  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  th is  c a u se  b y  v o tin g  aga in s t S JR  42 .

D o th e  rig h t th ing . Ju s t say  “n o ” a n d  v o te  aga in s t S JR  4 2 .

S in cere ly ,

K ris ten  B o m en g en



Huiteb £?tubent£ of tl;e ®mtoersfttp of gllasfka 
g>out!jea^t- Juneau Campus

R eso lu tion  m i -02
D a te o f  Introduction: Friday, April 24 ,1998

S p o n sored  by: Senator Jackson

T itle: O p p osition  to Senate Joint R esolution  42

Purpose: To vo ice our extrem e op p osition  to the discrim inatory and in vasive  
nature of th is proposed resolution before the leg islature

W h e r e a s: A rticle I section 2 o f the USUAS-JC C onstitution  states that the 
p u rp ose  o f the USUAS-JC is to "...prom ote the rights o f students ... regardless 
o f gend er, race, national origin, age, creed, appearance, handicap, social status, 
econ om ic  background, relig ious affiliation, p o litica l affiliation, sexual 
preference, and or lifestyle"

W h e r e a s: T he USUAS-JC has an u n w averin g  com m itm ent to the equal rights 
an d  p rotections o f all students regardless o f ab ove m entioned  factors

W h e r e a s: SJR 42 encroaches upon A laskan's exp licit constitutional right to 
p rivacy

W h e rea s: SJR 42 goes against the fundam ental principals behind a 
con stitu tion  because it d oes not protect the rights o f any citizen

W h e r e a s: SJR 42 w ou ld  create am biguity in the A laska State C onstitution

Be it r e so lv ed  that the U SU A S -JC vo ices its fundam ental opposition  to 
S enate Joint R esolution  42

T h is  a c tio n  to take e ffec t

P r e s id e n t 's  S ig n a tu re : 1\MAoi/ttt UJj Im L date: U rn/M



C O N S T I T U T I O N  
O F  T H E  

U N I T E D  S T U D E N T S  O F  U A S  
J U N E A U  C A M P U S

P R E A M B L E

W e , th e  S tu d e n ts  o f  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  A la s k a  S o u th e a s t  J u n e a u  C a m p u s , in O rder to  P ro v id e  fo r the 
S tu d e n t s  h e re in  s ta te d  O rg a n iz e d  R e p re s e n ta tio n  w ith in  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  S ystem , the  S ta te  o f  A laska, 
a n d  th e  W o r ld  a t- la rg e , d o  A ff irm  a n d  E s ta b lish  th is  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  U n ited  S tu d en ts  o f  the 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  S o u th e a s t  J u n e a u  C a m p u s .

A R T IC L E  I 
Section  O n e  - N A M E

T h is  o rg a n iz a t io n  w ill b e  k n o w n  a s  th e  U n ite d  S tu d e n ts  o f  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  A lask a  S o u th ea s t Juneau  
C a m p u s  (U S U A S -J C ) .

Section  Tw o -  P U R P O S E

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  U S U A S -J C  w ill  b e  to :

C la u s e  O n e :  P ro m o te  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  n e e d s , g e n e ra l  w e lfa re  a n d  r ig h ts  o f  the s tu d en ts .

C la u s e  T w o : P ro v id e  a n  o ff ic ia l  a n d  re p re s e n ta tiv e  s tu d e n t  o rg a n iz a tio n  w ith  p o w ers  to  receive  
c o m p la in t s ,  in v e s t ig a te  s tu d e n t  p ro b le m s  a n d  p a r t ic ip a te  in  d e c is io n s  in v o lv in g  th e  s tu d en t body.

C la u s e  T h r e e :  F o s te r  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  s tu d e n t’s  ro le  in  th e  c a m p u s , lo c a l, sta te , n a tio n a l, and  in te r­
n a t io n a l  c o m m u n it ie s .

C la u s e  F o u r :  P ro v id e  s e rv ic e s  a n d  a c t iv i tie s  f o r  th e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  th e  U n iv ers ity  c o m m u n ity  a t large.

C la u s e  F iv e :  S e rv e  a ll s tu d e n ts  e q u a lly , re g a rd le s s  o f  g e n d e r , ra c e , n a tio n a l o rig in , age , c reed , 
a p p e a r a n c e ,  h a n d ic a p , so c ia l s ta tu s , e c o n o m ic  b a c k g ro u n d , r e l ig io u s  a ffilia tion , p o litica l affilia tion , 
s e x u a l  p r e f e r e n c e , a n d /o r  l ife s ty le .



April 27, 1 9 9 8

Dear Represen ta tive Green,

A ttached you will find seve ra l le tte rs from A laskan constituen ts in 
support o f SJR  42. P lea se  read th ese  and take them into consideration 
a s  you vote on th is ve ry important matter.

Thanks so much for your tim e and attention to th is matter.

S incerely ,

C k  w - j

Mrs. Chris Schu ler



A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 9 9 8

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,

T h i - j  i s  t o  l e t  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  1 s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  t h a t  b i l l  S J R  

4 2 ,  d e f i n i n g  m a r r i a g e  a s  t h e  l e g a l  u n i o n  b e t w e e n  " o n e  m a n  

a n d  o n e  w o m a n , "  w i l l  p a s s .  P l e a s e  g i v e  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  

a m e n d m e n t  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h .

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y ,

M r s .  H i l d a  H o f f m a n  

3 6 1 0  G l a c i e r  H i g h w a y  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1



A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 9 9 8

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

I t ' s  o k a y  t o  s a y  y e s  t o  S J R .  4 2 .

W e  h e a r  a l l  t h e  t i m e  h o w  o u r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  s o c i e t y  
a r e  b e i n g  t o r n  a p a r t  b y  d i v o r c e ,  a b o r t i o n ,  k i d s  k i l l i n g  
k i d s ,  a d u l t e r y ,  a n d  n o w  w e  w a n t  t o  l e g i s l a t e  t h a t  i t  i s  
o k a y  f o r  a  m a n  t o  h a v e  s e x  w i t h  a n o t h e r  m a n  o r  a  w o m a n  
t o  h a v e  s e x  w i t h  a n o t h e r  w o m a n .  I f  t h e y  w a n t  t o  h a v e  
t h e i r  s e x  l i f e  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h e n  l e t  t h e m  w o r k  
t h r o u g h  i t  o n  t h e i r  o w n  a n d  w i t h  c o u n s e l i n g .  L e t ' s  n o t  
l e g i s l a t e  a  s e x u a l  a c t  i s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  " m a r r i a g e . ' '

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e .

G l o r i a  S t u m p f  
9 2 4 2  G e e  S t r e e t  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1



April 27, 1998

D e a r  R e p re se n ta tiv e ,

T h is  is re g a rd s  i o  S JR  42 . P lea se  g iv e  th is bill y o u r  full su p p o rt!

S tru c tu re  is b as ic  to  o u r  so c ie ty . W h e n  y o u  re m o v e  th is  s t ru c tu re  fro m  o u r  s o c ie ty -  
so c ie ty  b u s in ess , and  fam ily , - w ill c o lla p se  - e v e ry  tim e. M a rr ia g e  is an  in s titu tio n  th a t 
c a n ’t b e  s e p a ra te d  fro m  th e  n a tu ra l c o m p le m e n ta ry  o f  m en  a n d  w o m e p . W e  can  no  m o re  
“ re d e f in e ”  m a rria g e  th a n  w e  can  red e fin e  g en d e r! M a rr ia g e  &  fam ily  a re  th e  fo u n d a tio n a l 
s t ru c tu re  o f  o u r  c iv iliza tion!

T h is  is su e  is b ig g e r  th an  th e  leg is la tu re . I f  p a s se d  by  th e  L e g is la tu re , S JR  4 2  w ill g iv e  th e  
v o te r s  o f  A lask a  an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  v o te  o n  p re se rv in g  th e  tra d itio n a l “ o n e  m an , o n e  
w o m a n ”  d efin itio n  o f  m arriag e . P o lls  sh o w  th a t  j  p e rc e n t  o f  A la sk a n s  a re  o p p o se d  to  
h o m o s e x u a l “ m a rria g e .”  T h e y  d e se rv e  a c h a n c e  to  d e c id e  th is  issue . P L E A S E  g iv e  th e  
p e o p le  o f  A laska  the  o p p o r tu n ity  to  v o te  on  th is  issue .

S in ce re ly ,

Ju n e a u , A la sk a  99801

(9 0 7 )  7 9 0 -2 4 2 2



A pril 24, 1998

D e a r  R e p re se n ta tiv e ,

T liis  le t te r  is  to  a sk  y o u r  s u p p o r t  fo r  S J R  4 2 . W e o n ly  re c e n t ly  b e c a m e  aw are  tha t su ch  
a  b ill w a s  e v e n  n e c e s sa ry . D u e  to  Ju d g e  P e te r  M ic h a ls k i’s F e b ru a ry  2 7  ru lin g  tha t th e  
S ta te  o f  A lask a  m a y  n o t b e  a b le  to  re fu se  m a rr ia g e  l ic e n se s  to  h o m o s e x u a ls  o n  
c o n s ti tu t io n a l  b a se s , w e  a re  fo rc e d  to  tak e  a  p o s itiv e  s tep  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  c o n s titu tio n a l 
a m e n d m e n t. W e h o p e  y o u  w ill a g re e  w ith  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p e o p le  p f  o u r  s ta te  tha t 
su c h  a  p ro fo u n d  c h a n g e  in  o u r  so c ia l u n d e rp in n in g s  as J u d g e  M ic h a ls k i’s ru lin g  has 
c re a te d  m u s t b e  s u b je c t  to  a  v o te  o f  a ll th e  p eo p le .

T h ro u g h o u t  h is to ry  tra d itio n a l m a rr ia g e  b e tw e e n  a m a n  a n d  a w o m a n  h a s  b een  
r e c o g n iz e d  as th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  fam ily . N o w  A lask a  is fa c e d  w ith  the  d u b io u s  
d is tin c t io n  o f  b e in g  th e  f ir s t  s ta te  in  h is to ry  to  re c o g n iz e  o th e r  “ s ty le s ” o f  m a rria g e . T h is 
n o t  o n ly  o p e n s  th e  d o o r  to  h o m o s e x u a l m a rr ia g e , b u t p o ly g a m y , in c e s tu o u s  m a rria g e  
(e .g ., f a th e r  a n d  d a u g h te r)  a n d  p e rh a p s  o th e rs . E v e n  th e  fe d e ra l  g o v e rn m e n t d e fin es  
m a r r ia g e  a s  a  u n io n  o f  o n ly  “o n e  m a n  a n d  o n e  w o m a n .”

W e d o  n o t h a te  h o m o s e x u a ls , o r  fee l th a t  th e y  a re  s e c o n d  c la ss  c it iz e n s . N o tliin g  in  su c h  
a  c o n s ti tu t io n a l  a m e n d m e n t w o u ld  p ro h ib it  h o m o s e x u a ls  f ro m  p u rs u in g  th e ir  o w n  
l ife s ty le . H o w e v e r, it w o u ld  e s ta b lis h  w h a t  u n d o u b te d ly  w a s  the  in te n t o f  the  
c o n s ti tu t io n a l  d ra f te rs :  m a rr ia g e  is  th e  u n io n  o f  o n e  m a n  a n d  o n e  w o m an .

H a v in g  l iv e d  m o s t  o f  o u r  liv e s  h e re  in  .A laska, w e  h a v e  w itn e s s e d  m a n y  b o ld  a n d  p o s itiv e  
c h a n g e s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e n e f ite d  o u r  fam ilie s . B u t  o p e n in g  o u r  s ta te  u p  to  leg a liz e d  
h o m o s e x u a l  m a rr ia g e  w ill h a v e  a  v e ry  d e s tru c tiv e  e ffe c t. I f  Ju d g e  M ic h a ls k i 's  ru lin g  is 
le f t to  s ta n d , th a t is  what w e  w ill h a v e .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  w o rk  o n  o u r  b eh a lf .

L a n c e  a n d  Ju d y  E lp h ic  
4 2 1 6  T a k u  B lvd . 
J u n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 1



Dear Alaska State House o f Representatives .

1 would like to urge you to vole for SJR 42 S o  that we the people would have an opportunity to vole 
011 wether we would accept same sex marriages. As a parent I would hope m y  children would have a 
chance to grow up knowing that our laws arc clearly denned just iikc tliicr gender is. It highly concerns me 
that because the homosexual community is small, that they would be calling themselves an oppressed 
minority in hopes of getting us to feel bad enough to'qljow same sex marriages. This has absolutely 
nothing to do with the fact that we were created as men and to women to compliment each other as we join 

together in marriage. 1 believe the common sense of the majority people would not be able to allow this 
play on our emotions to over rule what the truth is.

Thank you , Debbie Eliason

9  ? # > /



April 2 7 , 1 9 9 8

Dear Representative,
I support SJR 4 2 , "The Definition of Marriage," amendment and urge you 

to give it your full support.
We all came about because of the union of one man and one woman. 

This union is the foundation block of our society.
NO UNIONS. NO OFFSPRING. NO SOCIETY.

However, if you start creating alternative plans (same sex marriages) as 
an oriqinal design, it will chip away at society's foundational block until it 
crumbles and there is no more society.

For these and other reasons, I support SJR 4 2  and ask that you do the 
same. This is an issue that affects all Alaskan voters, and they should have a 
chance to vato on their future.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Linda Hemphill 
4 4 6 7  Columbia Boulevard 
Juneau, AK 9 9 8 0 1



S h a ro n  S. W ilso n  
P O  B o x  211391  
A u k e  B a y , A K  99821

D e a r  R ep re se n ta tiv e :

1 u rg e  y o u  to  su p p o rt S JR  4 2 , w h ic h  d e f in e s  m a rria g e  in th e  tra d itio n a l w ay ; o n e  m an  and  
o n e  w o m an . W h e n  th e  c o n s titu tio n  w a s  w ritte n , th e  a c c e p ta b le  u n io n  w a s  o n e  m an  and  
o n e  w o m a n , and  to d a y  sh o u ld  re m a in  th e  sam e.

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  ta k in g  th e  t im e  to  re a d  th is  le tte r.

R e sp e c tfu lly ,

S h a ro n  W ilso n



April 25, 1998

D e a r  R ep re sen ta tiv e ,

W e s tro n g ly  su p p o rt SJR  42 an d  h o p e  y o u  w ill d o  th e  sam e. F o r  the  last 2 0 0  y ea rs  o u r  
c o u n try  h as  rec o g n iz ed  m arriag e  a s  a  u n io n  b e tw e e n  o n e  m an  and  o n e  w o m an . W e 
be liev e  o u r  foun d ing  fa th e rs  d id  an  ex ce llen t jo b  o f  c re a tin g  o u r  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  law s. It 
h as  b ee n  sa d  to  see  th o se  law s re in te rp re te d  to  su it th e  d ecay ing  m o ra litie s  o f  rec en t years. 
O u r  e n d e av o i to  tea ch  o u r  ch ild ren  m o ra ls  and  t ru th  is th re a te n e d  w h e n  o u r  e le c ted  
o ffic ia ls  m a k e  d ec is io n s th a t a re  c o n tra ry  to  th o se  tru th s . I t  is th en  w e  feel b e tray e d  and  
w o n d e r  w h a te v e r  h ap p en ed  to  “g o v e rn m e n t by th e  p eo p le  and  fo r th e  p e o p le .”

T h a n k  y o u  fo r y o u r  se rv ice  in o u r  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t and  fo r c o n s id e rin g  o u r  req u est.

S in ce re ly ,

C a ry  &  S h irley  H en richsen
P O  B o x  2 1 0 1 1 6  
A u k e  B ay , A K  99821



I support SJR 4 2  and I urge you  to  a lso  support this issue. I b e liev e  the 
traditional w ay  o f  on e m an and on e w om an  m arriage is the o n ly  w ay  w e  
sh ou ld  liv e . T h e sam e se x  m arriage g o e s  against all m y b e lie v e s  and should  
a lso  be that w ay  in our so c ie ty . I again  urge you  to support th is issu e so  that 
w e can bring th is to all voters in A lask a.

T hanks for you r tim e.

S in cere ly , ,
\ ^ L C C .  ( V \  c l 9 - & £ m

Jean C. M allett 
P.O . B o x  3 5 0 7 5  
Juneau, A lask a  9 9 8 0 3

D ear R epresenta tive,



April 23, 1998

D ear Representative,
I am w ritin g  to urge you to support S JR 4 2 . I believe that tra d i­

tional m arriage is one of the foundational principles on which this 
country functions best. I f  we underm ine the fam ily, o ur society w ill 
crum ble and fall further into decay.

T h a n k  you.

Ju lie  W ilcke 
P.O. Box 210608 
Auke B a y, A K  99821

2135 Cascade 
Juneau, A K  99801



A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 9 9 8

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,

I ' m  w r i t i n g  t o  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  S J R  4 2 .  T h e  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  u s e d  t o  d e n o t e  

t h e  l e g a l  u n i o n  b e t w e e n  o n e  m a n  a n d  o n e  w o m a n .  T h i s  

p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  s i m p l y  p r o t e c t  t h a t  d e f i n i t i o n .  

F o r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  t o  b e  c h a n g e d  t o  s o m e t h i n g  

e l s e  ( i . e .  s a m e  s e x  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ) ,  i t  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  b e  

s h o w n  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  s o c i e t y ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  c h a n g e  i t .

T h a t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  s h o w n  n o r  p r o v e d .  W e  n e e d  t o  k e e p  

t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  a s  o n e  m a n  a n d  o n e  w o m a n .

P l e a s e  p a s s  S J R  4 2  s o  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  c a n  v o t e  t h e i r  

o p i n i o n  o n  t h e  m a t t e r .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

( 'h h y S t lc J c A

M r s .  C h r i s  S c h u l e r  

4 0 6 6  D e b o r a h  D r i v e  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1



4066 Deborah Drive 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 789-2667 
aecrsas@ptialaska.net 
April 26, 1998

Re: In Support of SJR 42

Dear Representative:

Please support SJR 42. SJR 42 provides the people of Alaska the 
opportunity to uphold the commonly held and long-standing definition of 
marriage. I am appalled that a single judge could essentially redefine a written 
and assumed definition that has been held by all people groups throughout 
time. Judges should only be allowed to interpret existing laws and not create 
radically new societal structures, such as homosexual marriages. When judges 
get out of line, the legislature has the responsibility and obligation to bring the 
judicial system back in line by clarifying what they intended the law to say, or to 
bring the issue before the people. This is part of the checks and balances 
established within our government. Hence, SJR 42 is appropriate and should 
be passed so the people of Alaska can vote on this critical issue. Thank you.

Sincerely,

0 2 L  e M i
Alan E. Schuler

mailto:aecrsas@ptialaska.net


I  a m  h e re  to  e x p re ss  m y  c o n c e rn  w ith  ShbH i 4 2 , in v o lv in g  g a y  a n d  le sb ian  m arria g es . I  fee l th a t  
th is  b ill is  u n c o n s titu tio n a l.

The arguments for this bftl range from “the destruction o f marriage” to “confusing 
our youth” to religion. As I see it, allowing gays and lesbians their constitutional 
right to choose a partner and to make the life long commitment to each other will 
only enhance the family. Marriage between two adult people who love and care 
about each other will set an example for others to follow. This bond can be between 
a man and a woman, a man and another man, or between two women.
Unfortunately, in today’s society a lot o f couples do not consider marriage as a life 
long commitment. I personally know o f several marriages which were given God’s 
blessing through a church that have ended too quickly, or are filled with 
violence/abuse. It is sad for me to look at these marriages knowing that society 
approves of this union only because it is between a man and a woman. The decay 
of marriage is already happening and will continue to occur with or without the gay 
and lesbian marriages. However, I know that my commitment to my partner, of 8 
years and counting, will help turn the tides in creating a stable, concrete, build-up of 
the reconstruction of marriage. Some of my heterosexual friends have looked 
toward my relationship with my partner as a role model, making statements like: 
“Your relationship is the most normal I’ve ever seen in any marriage” and “ Gcd, I 
wish my husband and I communicated as well as you two.”

As for confusing our youth, well, our youth can be pretty intuitive. Gay and lesbian 
youth know that there is something different about them because it is within them, it 
is not a choice. They may not know what or be able to define it in words right 
away, but eventually they will realize who they are. At this point they will either try 
to hide it or they will follow their heart. Unfortunately, the church will refer to them 
as sinners and evil-1 know because it has happened to me. Those gays and lesbians 
who are devout Christians/Catholics may either abandon their faith in order to 
survive-which is ashame or they may commit suicide because they can’t deal with it. 
It is no wonder the suicide rate is highest among gay and lesbian teenagers. The 
churches need to reach out and love thy neighbors, sisters, and brothers, not push 
themaway. < 5 *  *-r “ “ i / Y

4  k V 1 * f
P le a se  d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  &4xU>th&t is  u n co n s titu tio n a l.

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  v a lu ab le  tim e , I a p p re c ia te  h av in g  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  re a d  th is .

-  Dear Representatives:



House Judiciary Testimony Opposing SJR-42 April 27,1998

I’m Sara Boesser o f Juneau, with Committee for Equality. I believes it’s far too early to consider 
amending the Constitution’s basic privacy rights just to match some people’s religious views, 
because, gratefully, other religious people clearly DO support us. There’s no need to interfere with 
the constitution (especially for implied religious reasons) before the courts are through with a case.

Despite Senator Leman’s coaching people to be polite, it’s been awful, sitting through these 
hearings. They prove this ballot campaign would declare open season on us and our families. For 
example, at Senate Finance recently a pastor declared “the Bible says homosexuals should be 
stoned to death.” As an out lesbian, his words make me afraid. Because if that’s not a call to 
violence, I don’t know what is. O f course the Bible says many others “deserve death” too (like 
bankers, people who eat shellfish, men who shave their beards- but he didn’t go into that).

Religious beliefs differ. In America, at least, constitutions are supposed to protect us from exactly 
the land of religious persecution that this ballot campaign would impose.

I’d like to put “marriage” aside, for a moment; because the real issue here is that this bill is 
premature. Why? Because the lower court decision has a long way to go to resolve at state and 
possible federal court appeals. There’s no need to put Alaska through this ugly, potentially 
unnecessary campaign, now. By voting “no” you can save us from this premature and possibly 
unnecessary tear in our social fabric.

Speaking of social fabric, your “no” vote can prevent pain within families, too. Speaking for 
myself, 1 have two young nieces who would hear so many untrue hateful things about me and 
people like me if this went to the ballot. Why should they have to endure that grief? And, more at 
risk of permanent g. lage, are those young people my nieces’ ages who are just now, in junior 
high and high school, first realizing they themselves are lesbian or gay. Think of the pressures this 
ballot measure would place on them; what intense fear they’d feel; what despair they’d suffer, 
listening to this bombardment of rejection at their vulnerable ages. These youth and their families 
will suffer more than you can imagine if this premature bill goes to the ballot.

SJR-42 should die in committee. The constitutional debate should stay in the courts: the religious 
debate should stay in the churches. These hearings are a mild microcosm of the pain-packed fury 
ahead for the entire state if you proceed. So please -  vote no on this bill.



A S ta re  me i i t  in S u p p o r t op PKf.serv in a  rhe A la s k a  C o n sm im on  and 
or Preveimni; a M o r a l l y  Indefensib le Law  

Which W ou ld  Ban Same-Sex M a r r ia g e s

M on issa Lou W ill ia m s  

P .O . Bor 240791, D oug las , A la s k a  99824-0791 

A jm l  27, 1998

M y  name is  M o ris s a  Lou W ill ia m s . 1 am  40 ye a n s  o ld  and rhe descendan t as m os r Am e ric a n s  a  He, o f  
in m g n a iiT S  to  rhe  U n ne d  STa res . M o s t  o f  m y f a m i l y  /w ished  /;/ N a z i occupied E im p e . Though yo u  o n g ln  hot 
guess i t  fK om  m y name, I am  Jew ish . "W ill ia m s "  was w h a r is o p e n  ca lle d  an  E l l is  Is land  change. A n  o f f ic ia l 
process ing coy g ra n d p a rh e r's  e in n v  i i it o  The c o in m y  gave up on m y  pu rlieu 's pu rlie u 's  Po lish  name, and se r him  
doi ni poR his fiiTUKe l i fe  in  A m e r ic a  as W ill ia m s .

I owe m y exisrence to  rhe cou ra ge  op Am e rica ns  who loved ju s t ice , compassion and m e rc y  - rhe gnearesT  
g ip rs  Goi) has g iven us - m ore  Than They fe a re d  rhe g r e a r  cha llenge op human d iffe rences . I have Thus received a 
m andare n o r o n ly  p rom  m y  re lig io u s  r r a d i rw i :  b u r p rom  rhe m a d m e n  op rhe Llm red S ra re s  op A m e ric a  to  s rop  
shorr ar rhe ga res op pe rsecu tion  and lu g o r r y .  Beyond Those ga re s  lie s  rhe co rro s io n  and rum op human souls .

F o r  some reason rh e re is 'a  pnerense -a lie -  in o u r  rim es t l ia r  There is somerh ing w ro n g  o r  unusua l abou r 
a m a n io n n g  a m an o r  a woman lo v in g  a woman. I doukr v e r y  much r l ia t  r l ie re  is  even a s ing le  pe rson  in  This 
bu ild ing who has ne ve r been a n ra c T e d  to  someone op rhe in  own gende r. It  is  an  e n t i r e ly  n a tu ra l  Th ing th a r  one 
ch ild  op God should f in d  a n o rhe r ch ild  op God w o r th y  op lo ve . A s  S oc ra re s  said, lo ve  is  rhe love op w h a r is lo v e ly . 
Love has no rh ing a r  a l l  to  do w nb  gende r. Love op a n y  kind is rhe n a tu ra l consequence op o u r  being rhe ch ild re n  op 
a lo v in g  God.

Th is  is  w h a r 1 be lieve. I Th ink i t  m a y  be possible t h a r  s u p p o rre rs  op rhe b i l l  bann ing same-sex m a rr ia g e  
a re  s lippe ring p rom  a  c r is is  in  p anh : t hey do no r believe rh a r  God loves them  enough, and th e y  a re  T r y in g  to 
exclude orhen people p rom  God's lo ve  because They a re  S lippering p rom  loneliness o r  p e a r . Bu t  God has inptnne  
lo ve . The re  is  hot a  need to  be pniglrrened Tim God w i l l  f o r g e r  one pe rson because God loves a n o rh e r . Human  
beings m a y be lim n e d  in Them capacm es, b u r  o n ly  to  rhe e x re m  They f o r g e r  They come p rom  an in p tnne  cnea ron . 
The re  is p le n t y  op love, and a lw a ys  w i l l  be, ip we choose to  d ra w  upon i t  and welcome i t  ih to  o u r  m ids r.

I have stud ied re lig io n  anU Theo logy p o r a  lo ng  Time. I received a B.A. m  Biblical S tud ies p rom  
W e lle s le y  C o lle ge  in  1978. I have stud ied O ld  Tesrameur and New Te s ram e irr Theo logy h ot  o n ly  in  rhe com pom  op 
rhe academ ic c la ss room  b u r a lso  in rhe m o re  r ig o ro u s  c lassroom s op such p laces as an  u n e g ra re d  school in 
Be lpasr, N o r th e rn  Ire la n d  and in  o th e r p laces op ra c ia l ,  economic o r  re lig io n s  h is ro n c a l c o n f l ic t .  In Am e ric a  
u n e g n a m n  nepers to  b lack  and  ivhne . In B e lp as r i t  nepers to  C a rb o lic  and P ro re s ra m . E lsew he re  i t  m ig ln  neper 
to  H indu and M oslem , o r  M os lem  and C h r is t ia n , o r  M os lem  and Jew, r ic h  o r  p oo r, o r  rhe good Lo rd  knows w ha r.

(co m in u e d  on p a g e  w o )



W h a r I have le a rn ed  is t h a r  i t  is  a  v e r y  had m israke to  im ag ine  th a r  we can d ic ra re  to  anyone whom one loves, ok 
on w ha r Te rm s . The w a y  ive love one a n o rhe r is a  re f le c t io n  op The w a y  we love God. Ip we despise even one op 
God's ch ild re n  p o r lo v ing  ano rhe r, Then we despise God, who c re a te d  as a l l .  A g a in , rlns is  w h a r 1 believe. I 
unde rs tand  th a t  m an y people do h o t  believe in  a God, and I re spec t rh e ir  peelings. Perhaps rhe f r a m e rs  op r ln s  
b i l l  have stopped be liev ing in  God, o r  The ir p a nh  has been shaken. J can respec t These peelings, to o . Bu t  1 canno r 
su p p o rr rhe  consequences op such pee lings . Ip rhe p ram e rs  op th is  bill wish to  p u r  rln s  lu l l  Th rough on a fa ls e  
noTion r i m  to  p re v e m  The p ub lic  and  le g a l expression op lo ve  would somehow please God, Then I m us r p ro re s r  on 
Three le ve ls : as a  a m e n  op rhe U n ire d  S ta re s , as  a  cm zen  op A la s k a , and  as a pe rson  op panh  who has s p em  rhe 
preponderance op h e r lipe c o m e m p la m g  Theo log ica l Questions.

The poe r and s o n g w rn e r  Ysaye M . B a rn w e ll w ro re  a song p o r gospel musicians which goes:

Prayer

Lord, m us r I do u iito  o rhe rs  
be fo re  They do u iito  me 
M u s t  I a rm  m ys e lf 
to  p ro re c r  m yselp  

p rom  h a rm  and in ju r y ?

Oh no, T h a r is n o r the lesson 
Th a r I learned on m y M o th e r's  knee 

when she ro ld  me to  
"Do u iito  o the rs , o n ly  w ha r I'd have Them do u iito  m e ."

I would h ot  wish to  see a n y  bond in ju red  benveen tw o  people who have The courage to show com m nm em  and 
re ve rence . In  N a z i G e rm a n y  rhe church n s e lp  was scorned and de filed a lo n g  w nh  G a ys , Jews  and anyone who 
Threatened rhe p a ra no id  illn e s s  op The Reich. Th is kind op b i l l  is im m o ra l and c o n t r a r y  to  o u r co n sn nm o n . It  is  
a sad rem inde r op Times when love was considered dangerous. It  is , m os r op a l l , a b n n a l  i i is u I t  to  a  lo v ing  God. 
Thank God, we in Alaska need hot supper The p a ra no id  behavio r op i l l  le ade rs . When o u r le ade rs  have lapses in 
judgm ent, we can gu ide them  g e n t ly  back to  p a nh . Lo t  us do so, p re s e rv in g  bo th  C o n s n n m o n  and hope.



April 27, 1998

Dear Members o f the House Judiciary Committee

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  te s tify  tod ay .

I am  h e re  to  s p e a k  a g a in s t th e  p assa g e  o f  S JR  42 . I th in k  w e  sh o u ld  le t the  S u p re m e  C o u rt issu e  
a  ru lin g  o n  th is m a tte r , b e fo re  w e e v e n  c o n s id e r  v o tin g  fo r  a  C o n s titu tio n a l A m e n d m e n t.

\  m e n d in g  A la s k a ’s C o n s titu tio n  is a  very  se r io u s  m a tte r.

A fte r  l is te n |d l to  th e  d e b a te  o n  th is  issue  in the  S e n a te , I s till find  no lo g ica l re a s o n  fo r  am en d in g  
A la s k a ’s  C o n s titu tio n  to  a llo w  d isc r im in a tio n  a g a in s t  a  p o rtio n  o f  A la s k a ’s c itiz e n s .

I d o n ’t se e  h o w  m y c h o ic e  o f  a  life  p a rtn e r , can  a ffe c t a n y o n e  e ls e ’s m a rr ia g e . It is n o t like  love  
is a  n o n -re n e w a b le  re s o u rc e  o r  th e re  a re  a  lim ited  n u m b e r  o f  m a rria g e  l ic e n se s  fo r th e  s ta te  to 
issue .

M o st o f  th e  re a so n s  I h av e  h e a rd  fo r su p p o rtin g  th is  a m e n d m e n t, a re  b ased  o n  p e rso n a l re lig io u s  
c o n v ic tio n s , and  an  a tte m p t to  k eep  the  s ta tu s  q u o . W ell i t ’s tim e  fo r A la sk a  to  m o v e  b ey o n d  the  
s ta tu s  q u o . T h e re  a re  m a n y  c o u p le s  w ho  a re  g ran ted  m arriag e  lic e n se s  n o w , w h o ’s  m a rr ia g e s  I 
p e rso n a lly  d o n ’t a p p ro v e  of, o r  ag re e  w ith , bu t th a t d o e s n ’t g iv e  m e th e  r ig h t to  sa y  th e y  
sh o u ld n ’t be g ra n te d  a  c iv il m a rr ia g e  license .

I f  th is  m e a su re  g o e s  o n  th e  b a llo t , th e re  w ill be m o n th s  o f  d iv is iv e  d e b a te  f illed  w ith  h a te , lies 
and  s te re o ty p e s . W e  d o n ’t n eed  th a t to  h ap p en  in A lask a .

P lea se  let StTfV jX be p u t to  res t.

M a ry  E. G ra h a m  
235  5 lh S t.
Ju n e a u , A K  9 9801



Statement re: SJR 42 A p r i l 27, 1998

I'm here to request that you give the people of the state of Alaska the right to vote on an issue that is seen 
differently by Judge Michalski and by some of you. Some of us believe in giving the same tough love to 

those who choose sex with someone of the same sex as you would to an alcoholic. Would you tell an 
alcoholic that his di inking is ok? and think that by accepting his behavior you are showing kindness to 

him? No. You tell an alcoholic that what he is doing is wrong, but that you love him. Real love is tough 

enough to risk rejection - an almost certain rejection - temporarily, to try to give wholeness to one with 

difficult temptations.

Because we practice tough love, those of us who won't agree to the charade of same sex marriages love 

those who choose same sex sex more than those who won't oppose it.

But this debate is more that about the illusion of kindness in allowing same sex marriages. It is about 
putting the matter before the public. The legislature is supposed to represent the people, but will be seen by 

the people as dictators and tyrants if they do not want the people to have a voice in such an important 

matter. If you do not vote for this, then you are voting against the right of the people to be heard because 

you don't like what they will say. Even though 1 say this, 1 do expect better of you and expect you to act 

honorably and to vote for SJR 42.



HOUSE JUDICIARY HEARING on SJR42

My nam e is Mildred Boesser. I am 73 years old, m other o f 4 and  
grandm other o f 4, a hom em aker and a cle rgy  wife. My husband and I cam e  
to A laska as Ep iscopa l m issionaries in l9S1.This year we ce lebrate  our  
50th  year o f marriage. He would be here today  to  testify with me, but he  
is out o f town. Most certainly I am not here to  shoot down the institution  
of m arriage. I want to  enlarge the co n ce p t . I oppose  SJR 42.

f
Like you , I say  I want to p ro te ct  and encourage  life-long, m onogam ous  
unions. S o , why are we m oving N O T  to  p ro te ct  or encourage life-long  
m onagam ous unions? I know o f m any sam e-sex  coup les who have lived 
tog e th er for as long as m y husband and I, w ithout the benefits we enjoy.

Like you , I want to  turn back the tide  of broken marriages and address all 
the anguish  and h avo c for adults and children that su ch  breakdow ns  
w reck  on our so cie ty . How  can  we be blind to  the fact that this 
disin tegration  o f the  heterosexua l tw o -pa rent family is a problem  
co m p le te ly  separate  from our granting b asic civil rights to  gay and 
lesbian cou p les?

W e live in a nation that prides itself on having in place a system  that  
treats all persons as equal. W hy are we attem pting to change the system  
to  deny  equal rights to  som e?  A nd  sham e on us for calling these  rights  

"specia l rights", a ruse h istorica lly  used to  legitim ate discrim ination!

W e  live u nd er a constitutiona l Bill o f  Rights that expressly  forbids the  
intrusion o f  any religion in affairs o f state, yet we are m oving to  do  ju st  
that, and scaring  g o o d  G od-fearing people  into believing sam e-sex  
m arriage will d e stro y  so -ca lle d  traditional marriage. A ctua lly , this  
whole m atter is not about making religious bod ies do or believe  
ANYTHING they do  not ch o o se  to  do  or believe. The  push for sam e-sex  
m arriage is about civil m arriage and the long list of rights and privileges  
that are cu rren tly  given to  civil m arriage.

how ever y o u  feel about gay and lesbian persons is not the issue here. 
Unfortunately  it co lo rs  and d istorts  the  issue. Th is resolution is about  
chang ing  the  Constitution  to  sa y  it 's  all right to  discrim inate! W ho  will 
we ch o o s e  to discrim inate against next time?/ ^ 'h is  whole thing brings to  
m y m ind, having lived through it, the  incredible in justice done to  so  m any



innocent people  by the infam ous M cCarthy w itch hunts in the 3 0s, not to  
m ention the unspeakable horror of the m ass execution  o f Jew s in the  
H o lo caust AN D  during that sam e tim e the execution  of hom osexual 
persons, a fa ct not often  m entioned in con n ection  with the  H olocaust.

/ ' *
Make no m istake^any tim e a governm ent co n d o n es  the m arginalization o f a 
group o f its c itizen s, the door is opened to  unbelieveable hatred and  
v io len ce  w hich  are sure  to  follow, and Alaska will be  no exception .
Please do  not pass SJR  42 .

Mildred P. B oesser  
17585 Lena Loop  
Juneau, Ak. 99801  
phone and FAX 789-1445



April 27, 1998

To: House Judiciary Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska

Members of the Committee:

I am writing to let you know that I oppose SJR-42 being put on the ballot. The issue of same-sex 
marriage needs to be defined by the courts; making it a political issue does not make sense. Not 
only will it be a waste of taxpayers' money, but I believe it will further divide the people of Alaska 
to such an extent that a calm and rational discourse on this issue will be impossible.

Trying to legislate a moral issue is not your purpose.

Sincerely,

P. O. Box 21842 
Juneau, Alaska 99802



I strongly oppose SJR 42. Please vote against it.

April 27, 1998

House Judiciary Committee:

Juneau, Alaska 99803 
(907) 789-3654
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P.O. Box 22866

Juneau, A K  99802

A p r il  27, 1998

D ear Representative:

1 urge you  to op p ose SJR 42. This issue is already being decided  in  
the courts, w here it belongs. It is too bitter and d iv isive to be put on  
the ballot.

Today Sen. Leman said that you  should  put this on  the ballot so that the state 
could  save m oney in legal fees. But m oney is one reason it d oes not belong on  
the ballot. The issue w ou ld  becom e a m edia even t w here those w ith  the m ost 
m oney w in. i'm  sure w e'd see  m any TV ads that prey upon peoples' paranoia  
about those w h o are different. This w ou ld  m ake our constitutional rights a 
farce, and severely d iv id e our state. 1 w’ould h op e w e  are m ore civ ilized  than
that.

civil rights - and this is politics at its worst. You have the p ow er to stop  this 
gam e right n ow  and drop this resolution.

S incerely ,



Testimony on S JR  42
by Alan Schuler (of Juneau)

April 27, 1998

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on SJR 42. I believe the Legislature 
should pass SJR 42 so that the people of Alaska can vote on this critical issue.

Many of the opponents to SJR 42 expressed how this bill would "limit" 
marriage. I believe the correct perspective is that SJR 42 would "clarify" the 
commonly held boundaries and prevent it from being broadened to include 
homosexual unions. It does not add additional restrictions to marriage.

Opponents have stated that SJR 42 invades privacy laws. If privacy was a real 
concern of the homosexual community, they would not be seeking a public marriage 
license. In reality, SJR 42 does not invade privacy laws or personal choice. People 
are still free to live with whomever they wish. SJR 42 only clarify that the State is not 
obligated to classify homosexual unions as "marriage."

Similarly, the expansion of marriage is not a judicial responsibility. Laws are 
established by the legislature and interpreted by the judicial system. It is not the 
responsibility of the judicial system to expand laws beyond their original intent. When 
this happens, the legislature has the responsibility and obligation to bring the judicial 
system back in line by clarifying what they intended the law to say. Hence, SJR 42 is 
appropriate.

SJR 42 has nothing to do with civil rights. A person's race or gender is 
intrinsic. In contrast, homosexual activity is a choice. Even if a person believes they 
were born as a homosexual, that does not obligate the State to expand marriage laws. 
For example, it is commonly accepted that some people are more prone to alcoholism 
than others. However, this intrinsic condition has not obligated the State to loosen 
drunk driving laws. Similarly, the presence of homosexual activity in our society does 
not obligate the State to loosen marriage laws.

I strongly urge the quick passage of SJR 42 so that the legal definition of 
marriage may be clarified. Thank you.



P.O. Box 22493
Juneau, AK  99802

A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
H o u se  o f  R e p re se n ta t iv e s  
H o u se  Ju d ic ia ry  C o m m itte e  
Ju n e a u , A K  99801

A p ril 2 7 , 1998

D e a r  H o u se  Ju d ic ia ry  C o m m itte e  M em b er:

1 a m  o p p o se d  to  S JR -4 2 . I u rg e  yo u  to  k ill th is  b ill in  c o m m itte e . I am  a n  A la sk a n  re s id e n t, and  
1 o p p o se  th is  b ill fo r se v e ra l re a so n s . F irst. I b e lie v e  tha t th is  b ill is u n n e c e s sa ry . T h is  is su e  is 
c u rre n tly  b e fo re  th e  c o u rts  in  A la sk a , and  I b e lie v e  th a t is  w h e re  it sh o u ld  be  reso lv e d .

S e c o n d . I b e lie v e  tha t th is  b ill is  d iv is iv e  a n d  w ill c re a te  an  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r h a te -m o n g e r in g  in the  
u p c o m in g  e le c tio n  se aso n . T h e re  a re  m an y  w h o  w ill te ll y o u  th a t  th e y  d o  n o t “ h a te ”  g a y s  a n d  
le sb ia n s . T h is  is  u n d o u b te d ly  tru e . T h e  p ro b le m  lie s  in th e  fac t th a t th e re  a re  m a n y  in d iv id u a ls  
w h o  D O  h a te  le sb ia n s  a n d  g a y s , a n d  th is  c o n tro v e rsy  w ill b rin g  th e m  o u t in fu ll fo rce . T h is  is 
n o t c o n je c tu re . T h is  sc e n a r io  h as  b ee n  p la y ed  o u t se v e ra l tim e s  a c ro s s  th e  c o u n try , e ac h  tim e  
w ith  a  r ise  in a n ti-g a y  v io le n c e . 1 h av e  re c e n tly  h ad  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to s ta f f  th e  p h o n e  lin e  fo r  the  
S o u th e a s t A la s k a  G ay  &  L e sb ian  A llia n c e , a n d  1 c a n  tell y o u  th a t  so m e  o f  th e  c a lls  a re  e x tre m e ly  
th re a te n in g  a n d  u n p le a sa n t. W e  d o n ’t need  to  fo s te r  th is  k in d  o f  h a te  by  c re a tin g  a n  u n n e c e s sa ry  
b a llo t m e a su re .

T h e  th ird  a n d  m o s t im p o rta n t re a so n  I o p p o se  th is  b ill is th a t I b e lie v e  p a s sa g e  o f  th is  b ill is  th e  
w ro n g  th in g  to d o . 1 b e lie v e  th a t y o u . as le g is la to rs , b ea r th e  re sp o n s ib ili ty  to  s u p p o r t and  d e fe n d  
the  b as ic  r ig h ts  o f  A L L  A la sk a n s . It d o e s  n o t m a tte r  w h e th e r  y o u  a g re e  w ith  s a m e -s e x  m a rr ia g e , 
o r  e v e n  h o m o s e x u a li ty  in  g en e ra l. W h a t D O E S  m a tte r  is th a t y o u  d e fe n d  the  r ig h ts  o f  a ll a d u lt  
A la s k a n s  to  m a k e  th e ir  o w n  life  c h o ic e s , in c lu d in g  c h o ic e  o f  th e ir  o w n  p a rtn e r .

P u ttin g  th is  b ill o n  the  b a llo t, a n d  e v e n  p o ss ib le  p a s sa g e  b y  a g e n e ra l v o te  w ill n o t m a k e  th e se  
fa m ilie s  g o  a w ay . W h a t it w ill d o  is to  c o n tin u e  to  fo s te r  th e  m isc o n c e p tio n  th a t “s o m e h o w ,”  
g a y s  a n d  le sb ia n s  a re  re s p o n s ib le  fo r the  d e c lin e  o f  A m e ric a n  so c ie ty . R a th e r  th a n  re c o g n iz in g  
a n d  g iv in g  all s ta b le , lo n g -te rm  re la tio n sh ip s  the  d ig n ity  th a t th e y  d e se rv e , th is  b ill s e e k s  to  
p re te n d  th a t th e se  re la tio n s h ip s  d o  n o t e x is t. S o m e h o w , it ju s t  d o e s n ’t re so n a te  a s  tru e  to m e  tha t 
in d iv id u a ls  in lo n g -te rm  re la tio n s h ip s  w ill th re a te n  tra d itio n a l m a rr ia g e s .

I u rg e  y o u  to  e x e rc is e  y o u r  in d iv id u a l free d o m  as  le g is la to rs  to v o te  y o u r  c o n sc ie n c e  on  th is  b ill. 
T h is  k ind  o f  in tru s iv e  b ill is a b s o lu te ly  no t w h a t e ith e r  p o litic a l p a rty  is a b o u t. L e t A la s k a n s  live  
th e ir  o w n  liv e s , a n d  k ill th is  b ill in c o m m itte e .

S u san  D. H a rg is



April 24, 1998

D u rin g  th is  leg is la tiv e  se ss io n  I h av e  lis te n e d  w ith  g rea t fru s tra tio n  and sa d n ess  to  the  
a tte m p ts  to  p ass  S JR -4 2 , the  b ill b a n n in g  sa m e  sex  m a rr ia g e s  in  th e  s ta te  o f  A laska . D u rin g  
th ese  la s t few  m o n th s  I ’ve  a lso  b ee n  w o n d e rin g  how  m a n y  o f  J u n e a u ’s c itiz e n s  recall w h a t 
h ap p e n e d  in  the  s ta te  o f  O re g o n  d u rin g  the 1992 e le c tio n  y ea r?  D o es B a llo t M e asu re  9  rin g  any  
b e lls?  I f  n o t, B a llo t M e a su re  9 w as a  b ill to  a m en d  th e  O re g o n  s ta te  c o n s titu tio n  d ec la r in g  
h o m o se x u a lity  “ a b n o rm a l and  p e rv e rse ” . I v iv id ly  reca ll th a t year. I re m e m b e r w a tc h in g  and 
h e a rin g  a b o u t h ea te d  d eb a te s  b e tw e e n  th o se  w h o  o p p o se d  “ sp e c ia l r ig h ts”  for o n e  g ro u p  o f  
p e o p le  a n d  th o se  w h o  fe lt  th a t B a llo t M e a su re  9 w as an  o p p re ss iv e , d isc rim in a to ry  a n d  h a te fu l 
p ie ce  o f  le g is la tio n .

I re m e m b e r  h ea rin g  a b o u t th e  100%  rise  in h a te  c rim e s  d u rin g  a n d  after the  c a m p a ig n , n o t 
o n ly  a g a in s t gay  an d  le sb ia n  p e o p le , b u t a g a in s t p e o p le  o f  c o lo r , re lig io u s  m in o ritie s , a n d  w om en . 
I re m e m b e r  the  s to ry  o f  th e  c a th o lic  c h u rc h  th a t w as v a n d a liz e d , la rg e  sw a stik a s  sp ra y -p a in te d  
th ro u g h o u t th e  in te r io r  a n d  a ro u n d  th e  e x te r io r  o f  th e  b u ild in g , b ea u tifu l s ta in ed -g la ss  w in d o w s  
sm ash ed , a n d  the  w o rd s , “ N o  S p ie s , Je w s  o r G ay s” , “W e  h a te  C a th o lic s  a n d  G ay s” , “Y e s  on  9", 
“N o  o n  sp e c ia l r ig h ts” , “ K ill C a th o lic s  and  G a y s” , a n d  iro n ica lly , “ Y es o n  fam ily  v a lu e s” 
c o v e rin g  th e  w a lls  o f  th a t h o ly  sa n c tu a ry . I reca ll c ry in g  w h e n  I h ea rd  th e  new s a b o u t th e  tw o  
ro o m m a te s , an  A fric a n  A m e ric a n  le sb ia n  and  a  y o u n g  gay  m a n  w h o  w e re  b u rn ed  to d e a th  w h en  
th e ir  a p a r tm e n t w a s  f ire -b o m b e d  by  ra c is t  sk in -h e a d s  w h o  su p p o rte d  B a llo t M easu re  9 . I  a lso  
re m e m b e r  th e  s to ry  o f  th e  y o u n g  g ay  m a n  w h o  w as b ea te n  to  d ea th  b y  a  g ro u p  o f  tee n a g e rs  a fte r  
le a v in g  a  n ig h t c lu b . T h e se  w ere  o n ly  a  few  o f  the  a c ts  o f  in tim id a tio n  a n d  te rro riz a tio n  tha t 
o c c u rre d  in  O re g o n  d u rin g  1992.

Im a g in e  th is  k in d  o f  v io le n c e  tak in g  p la c e  in  o u r  s ta te  and  e v e n  in  o u r o w n  c o m m u n ity . It 
se em s so  u n lik e ly , so  h o rrify in g . I c an  assu re  you  th a t i f  S JR -4 2  g o es  to the  b a llo t th is  fa ll, w e  
W I L L  see  s im ila r  in c id e n c e s  o f  v io le n c e  and  h a te  c rim e s  tak e  p la ce  in A laska . E a c h  c ity  and  
sta te  in  o u r  n a tio n  tha t h as  e x p e r ie n c e d  th is  so r t  o f  d is c r im in a to ry  le g is la tio n  has seen  v io le n c e  
in c rea se . N o t  o n ly  w ill g a y  and  le sb ia n  A lask a n s  b e  a t r is k  o f  b e in g  v ic tim iz ed  b y  h a te  c rim e s , 
A L L  m in o r ity  g ro u p s  w ill b e  a t risk . P u ttin g  th is  k in d  o f  b ig o try  a n d  h a tred  on  th e  b a llo t  on ly  
g iv es  p e rm is s io n  fo r  th o se  w ith  th e  m o s t a n g e r  and  h a tre d  to w ard  a n y  o p p ressed  g ro u p  to  ac t o u t 
that a n g e r  a n d  h a tred  in th e  fo rm  o f  v io len ce . W h e n  so m e  o f  o u r e le c te d  leaders  p ro p o se  
le g is la tio n  th a t s im p ly  fu e ls  b ig o try , h o w  can  w e  e x p e c t  a n y th in g  p o s itiv e  to  re su lt f ro m  it?

I e n c o u ra g e  all o f  J u n e a u ’s c it iz e n s  to th in k  a b o u t w h a t th is  m ig h t m ean fo r  o u r 
c o m m u n ity  a n d  o u r  s ta te  a s  a  w h o le . D o  w e w an t to  see  th is  d iv is iv e  b ill on  the b a llo t?  I 
e n c o u ra g e  a ll m e m b e rs  o f  the  H o u se  o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s  to  th in k  a b o u t th is w hen  it is tim e  to  v o te  
on  S JR -4 2 . A d d itio n a lly , I e n c o u ra g e  a ll Ju n e au  res id e n ts  to  c o n s id e r  the  im p ac t tha t th is  co u ld  
have o n  e a c h  o f  y o u  an d  e ac h  o f  y o u r  frien d s a n d  fam ily  m e m b e rs  sh o u ld  th is b ill be p asse d . W e  
m u st re m e m b e r  the  fam o u s  w o rd s  o f  E m m a  G o ld m a n  w ho  sa id , “T h e  m o s t v io len t e le m e n t in 
so c ie ty  is ig n o ra n c e " . F in a lly , fo r  th o se  o f  you  w h o  tru ly  b e liev e  th a t a llo w in g  sa m e -se x  p a rtn e rs  
to  m a rry  is  a  “ sp e c ia l r ig h t” , p le a se  c o n s id e r  th is ; w h e n  you  h a v e n ’t had  th e  rig h t to be  the re  in  
the f irs t p la c e , h o w  can  o p e n in g  th e  d o o r  be  a  sp ec ia l r ig h t?  L et us be  a  m o de l fo r the  re s t  o f  the  
c o u n try  and  sh o w  h o w  w e , A la sk a n s , c an  w o rk  to  u n ite  o u r  s ta te  an d  i t ’s c itiz en s  ra th e r  than  
d iv id e  it.

Karen Wood - Juneau, Alaska



M a s h  w i t h  P R i D E
Providing1 Reaponeible Information on a  Dog's Environm ent

David M onson. President Mush with PRIDE 
P.O. B ox 60249 
Fairbanks, A K  99706

Sen. D ave D oncly 
State Capitol
Juneau. AK 99801 M arch 18, 1998

RE: SB -284 A N IM A L CRU ELTY  BILL

D ear Sen. D oncly,

Thank you  fo r your continuing efforts to strengthen A laska’s  animal cruelty laws. We believe that 
the low ering o f  the criminal standard for prosecution o f  cruelly to animals is a  necessary step in 
protecting A laska's dom estic animals from negligent owners.

Sleddog m edicine has becom e a  specially w ithin the  veterinary profession. Veterinary m em bers o f  
die International Sled D og Veterinary Medical Association (an internationally recognized 
professional organization), A s w ell as m ost veterinarians in  the  A laska Veterinary M edical 
A ssociation a re  well aw are o f  the conditions and standards used in assessing carc and well-being 
o f  sleddogs. In a  additon. M ush w ith PRIDE has issued S leddog C arc G uidelines which set 
standards fo r m ost com m on sleddog practices. These PR ID E standards, which have been endorsed 
by all m ajor Alaskan racing organizations (Iditarod, Q uest and AD M  A) a s w ell as m ost 
international sleddog racing groups (ISDRA and IFSS) w ere developed w ith constant input from 
several m ushing veterinarians who are Directors o f  PRID E. Therefore, we believe that the curmei 
statute does provide adequate protection against prosecution. We do  nor feel that any other 
m usher-specific defense against prosecution is needed to p ro tect m ushcrs against prosecution.

W e are hopeful thatSB-284will be passed this session so that state officials can better deal with 
the small minority’ o l abusive owners who tarnish the image o f  our stare and the official state sport 
o f  dogsledding.

D avid M onson
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March 2, 1998 

To Whom It May Concern:

The Alaska Society for the Prevention o f  Cruelty to Animals, SPCA is in full support o f SB 284. Efforts 
in past cruelty cases have been next to nothing. Alaska needs to have a stronger law to support our justice 
system in prosecution o f animal abusers. The SPCA in past years, has witnessed animal abusers in the 
worst scenarios. Due to insufficient laws, the District Attorney’s office was unable to penalize these 
people. Animal abuse is and has been occurring throughout the state. Most people are unaware o f the 
severity o f  some o f these cases. Public awareness is increasing and the state needs to update legislation to 
deal with cruelty offenders.

Statistics show that there is a definite link between animal cruelty and spousal, child abuse occurring 
within the home.

Again, the SPCA, as well as most o f  the general public, are in strong support o f SB 284, and show a very 
strong interest in the passage o f this bill.

Sincerely,

Ethel Christensen, Director

Diane Zarfoss

Lori Cornett

“Kindness Uplifts The World”



7705 G LA CIER HW Y JUNEAU. ALASKA 9900■ (907)7890260 FAX (907) 789-1795

F e b ru a ry  2 6 , 199 8

S e n a to r  D a v e  D o n ley  
S ta te  C ap ito l B u ild in g  
Ju n e a u , A la sk a  99801

S e n a to r  D a v e  D on ley :

O n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  G a stin e au  H u m an e  S o c ie ty  w e  w o u ld  like to  g o  on  rec o rd  a s  being  in  su p p o rt o f  
S e n a te  B ill 2 8 4 . T h e  s ta tu to ry  lan g u ag e  c u rre n tly  in  A S  11 .61 .140  is very  difficu lt to  p ro v e  and 
c o u r ts  h av e  b e e n  u n ab le  to  p ro se c u te  a  n u m b e r o f  n eg lec t and  cruelty  cases. B ill 284  w ill im prove  
th e  lan g u a g e  in A S  1 1 .6 1 .1 4 0  and  enab le  p ro se c u to rs  to  con v ic t th o se  th a t h av e  p a rtic ip a ted  in 
o b v io u s  a c ts  o f  n eg le c t a n d  cruelty .

C u rre n tly  b o th  th e  H u m a n e  S o c ie ty  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  and  A m erican  H u m an e  h av e  in itia ted  
c am p a ig n s , ‘F i r s t  S tr ik e  A nim al C ru e lty  /  H u m a n  V io len ce” and “C am paig n  A gainst V io len ce” , 
th is  y e a r  to  in c re a se  th e  a w aren ess  and  a le rt all agen c ies involved  in add ressin g  issues o f  child 
a b u se  and  n e g le c t th a t  th e re  is a  h ig h  c o rre la tio n  b e tw e en  anim al abu sers  and  child  abusers. I f  th e  
an im al a b u s e r  c a n  b e  p ro se c u te d  u n d e r A S  1 1 .6 1 .14 0  this cou ld  b e  a to o l n o t on ly  to  p rev e n t 
fu r th e r  an im al c ru e lty  b u t a lso  p ro v id e  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  in te rven tion  in cases w h ere  ch ildren  are  
a lso  v ic tim s.

I f  th e re  is a n y th in g  I can  d o  to  fac ilita te  p a ssa g e  o f  B ill 2 8 4  p lease  le t m e know .

S in cere ly ,

L in d a  M . B le fg en  
E x e cu tiv e  D ire c to r

—  A NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION —
TOTAL P .01



F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u  °  H  Division of Animal Control
2408 Davis Road*KO. Box 71267*Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 (907) 459-1451 #FAX(907) 4 5 9 -1 12 0

March 13, 1998

The Honorable Dave Donley 
Alaska State Capitol, Room  508 
Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Senator,

I support passage of C S S B  284, an act relating to cruelty to animals.

The  proposed changes create a more useful tool for investigators and prosecutors of cruelty to 
animals ca se s  than the current language. It has long been known that under the current statute 
the only good evidence to prove the crime of cruelty to animals is a dead animal. The proposed  
changes will give enforcement officers thn ability to intervene and hopefully save animals before 
they die or suffer severe injury due to inhumane treatment.

With the strong connection between cruelty to animals and abuse of children and other humans it 
is essential that we take cruelty to animals very seriously. Recognition, intervention and effective 
prosecution of cruelty to animals ca ses  may help prevent the cycle  of abuse from continuing in 
Alaskan families. Cruelty to animals cannot be tolerated, and an enforceable law is the first step in 
addressing the problem. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Laura Hood, Manager 
Division of Animal Control



To all A laska State Representatives 

RE: SJR 42

FROM: Celia M . Hunter, 1819 Muskox Trail, Fairbanks, AK 99709
(907) 479-2754

I am writing to you as one o f your constituents. I am strongly opposed 
to passage o f SJR 42, and to having the subject o f same-sex marriages placed 
on the ballot this fall. The result o f such a move on the part o f the Legislature 
would contribute enormously to the divisive, abusive rhetoric already flying 
about on this issue.

The basic philosophy behind this negative resolution reiterates many 
untruths concerning the “assumed” consequences o f permitting same-sex 
marriages to be performed. Mairiage has many legal ramifications and 
protections for married couples, as well as responsibilities, and the 
willingness o f same-sex couples to undertake such a committment is evidence 
that they want the same kind o f stability in tiieir unions as heterosexual 
couples.

I strongly urge you to vote against SJR 42 in the interests o f peace and 
comity among all o f A laska’s diverse peoples. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Celia M. Hunter

Please retain this letter in the flies on SJR 42.


