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Public Opinion Statement of
Dena R.Ivey
P.O. Box 80164
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

name is Dena Ivey, and | am here to testify against SJIR-42. 1 was bom and raised here, in
Fairbanks, graduated from Lathrop High School in 1989, andjoined the Air Force in 1992. |
served our country proudly and honorably for four years, then returned to Fairbanks to pursue
higher education. 1.am also a Native activist, and am also here to speak in defense of my fellow
Alaskan Native and non-Native homosexuals, who desire to be afforded the same fundamental

rights as all other Alaskan citizens.

For me, as with all other homosexuals, being gay was not a choice | made. In His infinite
wisdom, God made that choice for me when I'was bom, in the same manner that He decided |
would be female with brown hair and brown eyes. The only choice I made with regard to
sexual orientation was to accept and celebrate it as the only lifestyle that would make me truly
ha%p¥. Unfortunately, in Alaska, this happiness is conditional. For four years, I lived with
unbelievable paranoia and fear while in the military. | cannot walk down the street, holdin
hands with my significant other, without the fear of being physically or verbally assaulted for
such public displays of affection; affection which I see among heterosexuals every da){i | am
denied the opportunity to share in the rights and responsibilities of marriage...a basic human
right which the heterosexual members of my family currently enjoy.

Whose responsibility is it, to question the devices and decisions of God? There are those who
would say that it would behoove society for me to live a lifestyle that was not mine to begin
with. Since when has God condoned living dishonestly, living a lie? Jesus said, “Love thy
neighbor as thyself.” Jesus did not say, “Love thy neighbor as thyself, but only if he is
heterosexual.” For Jesus, love is unconditional. Jesus was an advocate of compassion and love,
not of hate and fear. Hate and fear are the devices of His adversary. | think Jesus would be
appalled to witness the amount of hate and fear which has arisen against human beings such as
myself; hate und fear which is evoked in His name, no less. This hate and fear, rooted in
ignorance, is the premise of legislation such as SIR-42.

Itis interesting to find, in this great state where individual freedom is emphasized and regulation
IS resisted, that such regulation should be imposed upon people like myself..._FeopIe who’s only
desire is to be productive members of society: to work and raise healthy families and contribute
to the betterment of Alaska. It is disheartening to note that Alaska is willing to accept our
contributions, but not willing to acknowledge us as legitimate human beings.

Thank you for your time, and for affording us the opportunity to make ourselves heard.



Delta Junction Legislative Information Office

PO. Box 1189
Room 210, Jarvis Office Center

Delta Junction, AK 99737
(907) 8954236 Fax; (907)895-5017
April 27, 1998

TO.  House Judiciary

Please.accept the enclosed ori%inals of written testimony for the House Judiciary
Committee hearing that was scheduled on 4/27/98.

Copies of this testimony were transmitted by fax on 4/27/98.
Thank you,

Tammy Renee’ Hall
Informiation Assistant

Enclosures: 5
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Please support SJR 42. We feel very strongly that to allow same sex marriages in our
state would lead to a very negative image of our grear state. Let our state be the state
to set and keep laws that are honorable and good,that lift up human dignity.Same sex
marriage can never be anything but demeaning .vulgar.cheap and wrong.some day
these very people who want same sex marriage will reap great turmoil in their
physical and emotional health.This bill in the long run will cost our state millions of
dollars for health and mental counciling,,The voters of Alaska should be given the right
to make this decision not an unelected judge .respectfully,Marlin and Neva Starnes
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LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
119 N. CUSHMAN, SUITE 101
FAIRBANKS, AK 99701
452-4448

DATE:

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written
testimony for the

.teleconference scheduled on

N2T719% . A copy of this testimony was

transmitted to your committee via fax.

Thank you,
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Testimony for April 27. 1998--Jeff Walters

| wish to testify today against Senate Joint Resolution No. 42.

| am against Senate Joint Resolution No. 42 because it seeks to legislate
discrimination and because it is an attack on the privacy rights of all Alaskans. The
wording of the resolution is such that it is meant as an undeniable attack on gay men
and lesbians and denies them the legal rights afforded to the heterosexual majority.
Ihe Superior Court judge noted in his decision that it is a fundamental right of all
people to choose their life partner and that, had the will of the majority been left in
place in the past, segregation would still exist today. | think this attack on a certain
segment of our society is meant to keep that segment from attaining therights that the
majority has. It is discrimination, pure and simple.

Another line of the resolution disturbs me as much as the first. If passed by a
majority of our population in November, the legislature could "by law, enact additional
requirements relating to marriage.” What in the world could this mean? Is our state
legislature willing to go even further to dominate our population, invade our privacy,
and eliminate our right to make our own decisions? This clear attack on the privacy
and rights of Alaskans should be a warning to us all. How far will the state go to
legislate its own view of morality?

| would like to add that | am a gay man and that | am in a long-term, committed,
and loving relationship. My family, and the family of my life partner, are both wonderful
and accepting. We spend holidays with them, talk on the phone often, and share
wonderful times when we can visit. Two summers ago my life partner and | flew his
mother and niece to Alaska for a visit: a wonderful experience for us all. To imply that
our relationship is not as honorable and loving as other relationships is a personal

insult to not only me, but also to our families.

I have not been willing to publicly testify before because of my job, but I think it



is important for you to know what | do for a-livingr- Lam a science and math teacher at
West Valley High School here in Fairbanks. In the past | have not been willing to
b<C(Ui( ot 1iv, Loasss Wi IIVE ifl e

"come out” and be open about my relationship, but | now feel compelled to do so
because of the nature of this resolution. |treat my studer's with respect for who they
are, but | do not believe that this resolution affords me or many of my friends a similar
respect. | am deeply troubled by the message that Senator Leman and others is
sending out and, should this pass, | see a dangerous and divisivesevenmonths

ahead as this issue heads for a popular vote. | feel that | have no choice butto speak

my conscience and follow my heart if this debate continues.

I urge you to defeat this resolution. Thank-you.

Jeff Walters
P.O. Box 82708
Fairbanks, AK 99708
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TESTIMONY AGAINST S.JR42

Representative Joe Green

Chair of House Judiciary Committee P.0. Box 84680
State Capitol Fairbanks, AK 99708
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 April 27, 1998

cc: Mouse Judiciary Committee

Dear Representative Green,

SJR 42 has brought gay bashing to a new level. Gay people throughout Alaska arc having
to listen to ugly, stereotypical public rhetoric against same-sex marriage. The arguments
are similar to those advanced in the past against ending slavery and allowing interracial
marriage. They are coming from some of the people elected to lead Alaska-notjust
uninformed, conservative members of the public. Most of Alaska's gay citizens are
doing their jobs, following the law and being responsible members of their cominunities-
-now they must take time and energy to fight legislative discrimination against them.

It is true that same-sex marriage has not been allowed in recent history. It may surprise
you to learn that the Catholic Church performed same-sex marriages and blessed these
unions between 500 A.D. and 1300 A.D. (John Boswell, "Homosexuality and Religious
Life, A Historical Approach”, 1989). Since then, discrimination against gays has become
so pervasive in society that it is no wonder same-sex marriages were not even seriously
considered until recently. To use historical attitudes and laws as an argument against

denying same-sex marriage today is ludicrous.

Equally ludicrous is the argument that same-sex marriage will cheapen or make a
mockery of opposite-sex marriage. Would you please explain to me how allowing a
minority of Alaska's citizens the same rights, privileges and benefits as the majority will

detract from my own 36-year marriage?

| have even heard members of the Senate attack the Alaskajudicial system because it is
telling them and their supporters what they do not want to hear. This is reminiscent of
past public attitudes against equal civil rights for people of color and Alaska Natives.

At the end of this debate (if the Legislature even allows a real one). I simply ask you to
do what is right--not what is popular. Nip your discriminatory legislation in the bud
before it turns into an ugly leaf in the annals of Alaska’s history.



To: All Representatives

In 1984 and again in 1996 resolutions were approved at the General
Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association related to Ceremonies of Union
between members of the same sex. The 1996 resolution states as follows,

(slightly abbrevated)

BECAUSE Unitarian Universalists affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every
person; and

BECAUSE marriage is held in honor among the blessings of life; and

WHEREAS The Unitarian Universalist Association has adopted numerous
Resolutions over the last twenty-six years supporting equal rights for gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender persons, including support for Cen monies of Union

between members of the same sex: and

WHEREAS The UUA Board of Trustees and the Unitarian Universalist Ministers
Association have voted their support for the right to marry for same-sex couples;

THEREFORE BE ITRESOLVED that the General Assembly of the Unitarian
Universalist Association adopts a position in support of legal recognition for
marriage between members of the same sex;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the General Assembly of the Unitarian
Universalist Association urges its member congregations to take an

affirmative position in support of the value of marriage between any two committed
persons, whether of the same or opposite sexes, and to make those positions

known in their home communities.

The Social Action Committee Of tho Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Fairbanks, inaccordance With our Unitarian principles and these resolutions,
supports same-sex marriages and urges our legislators to vote NO on SJR-42. Our
fellowship has performed a number of Ceremonies of Union between same-sex
couples and will continue offer gay, lesbian, bisexual and trangender persons a

spiritual home.

Richard Kemnitz

Social Action Committee

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fairbanks
P.0.Box 84734

Fairbanks, AK 99708

907-457-9009

rkemnitz@ polarnet.com


mailto:rkemnitz@polarnet.com

Recently, Representative Ramona Barnes said that she refuses to make second class
citizens out ofa group of her constituents. She was speaking of subsistence. Yet | say that
if you vote for SJR-42, you are making second class citizens out ofa group of
constituents, is this case, Gay men and Lesbians.

Now listen to Senator Robin Taylor: “Under no circumstances will | hold office and
violate [the] equal protection rights of our Constitution”. Hmm, that’s interesting, then
why did he vote in favor of SJR-42? Senator Taylor is not willing to violate equal
protection to solve the subsistence issue but he is willing to violate equal protection to

deny same-sex marriage.

If we give special privileges to a minority group, such as Natives, in compensation for the
land we stole, | have no problem with that. But notice this: SJIR-42 gives special
privileges to a majority group. And it asks the majority group to ratify these special
privileges in the Constitution. This is outrageous! Equal protection is intended to protect
minorities from the tyranny of the majority. SJR-42 undermines equal protection and
opens the way for any majority group to give itselfspecial rights.

SJR- 42, when compared to rest of the Constitution, is unconstitutional. The place to stop
the erosion of equal protection is here, in the House Judiciary. | urge you to vote NO on

SJR-42.

Mari Galereave
PO Box 212
Ester, AK 99725
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April 27, 1998.

To: Alaska State Legislators
o ~ ] Co, .Yfct

Re: SJR-42

Fr. Teresa Glendinning
2531 Linda Lane
Fairbanks. Ak. 99709

As the sister of a gay woman | ask you to vote NO on SJR42. This bill
would legalize and promote discrimination and hatred in our state.
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April 27, 1998

HAROLD A. HALDANE
P.O. Box 61168
Fairbanks, Alaska 99706
Telephone (907) 479-4200 ,

'RE;1C onstitutional amendment to legalize homosexual marriage. .. e

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

| am an expert in constitutional law, | also teach
the constitution. I'n the true sense it would be unlawful to
pass an amendment to legalize homosexual marriage for several
reasons:

1. The constitution forbids the administrators of public
government to enterfere into the private life of an American
Citizen. You w ill never find the term "American Citizen " in.
the constitution. The reason for this is because "We The People™"
were to liv e under the common law w hich iB the most perfect
law ever given to man, and that the public servant was to stay
the hell out of our private a ffairs. The reason that the people
appear to be living under state: and.federal law is because of
the influence of the "New W orld Order" which has been trying
to overthrow tjie United States and the constitution since the
mid 1800s, and the ignorant public servant is unaware of this.

2. This country was founded on the scriptures(Holy Bible)
and the common law which we the people inherited from England
since 1620 - State and federal law did not come into existance
until -1778 when the a rtificial offices were created by we the
people in the constitution. The public servant was only to

govern the public sector and not the private sector of the

country, or state,

Homosexiality is an abomination in the sight of AlImight
God. Sodom and Gamorah were destroyed in a terrible catstophe
by the hand of God, because the people practised homosexiality.
The people in these citie s even tried to rape the angel that
came to take Lot and his wife out of Sodom. Anal intercourse
is called "Sodomy" and is named after the city of Sodom.

3. An amendment in it's true nature comes from the root
word "amend" which means to reipair. The word "addendeum"™ means
to add on, which is forbidden by the "Supremacy Clause" of the
United States constitution . (A rticle IV Section 2.) The
le gislature can only mend the constitution; it cannot add on.
However the "adding" pracrtice has been going on since the
beginning of the century wunder the influence of the New World
Order, which is .evil and demonic and unAmerican.

4 . W HEREFORE: do not pass any law to allow homosexiality.
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by Harold Haldane A pril 2, 1998
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hn G~ dgjgzlt™ i 4p”™p<*clcElr:

l'am Ruth Ewig, and | like many traditional family members, believe in traditional
marriage, one man and one woman which has heen proven to stabilize our nation through 3
centuries of existence. Jonathan, my husband, teens and | support your efforts through SJR 42 to
protect us from the courts and the aggressive sodomites that are trying to cash in on their
lifestyle using our money and forcing us to agree, or crying “victim.”

Marriage is universal. All cultures and all major religions honor marriage which means
the bringing together of the two sexes to form families. Marriage is not only a matter of feelings,
but it is the specifically defined legal, social, and economic union ofa man and a woman.
Homosexuals have the same right to enter into marriage with the opposite sex. Once you break
the one-man, one-woman definition of marriage, there is no stopping point.

Marriage is an independently quantifiable good for society. Society has an interest in
preserving and protecting the special status of marriage, regardless of religious beliefs. A society
can get along without any homosexuality, but no society can get along without heterosexual
marriage. This leads to chaos.

The legalization of same-sex marriages will make it easier to for two homosexuals to
adopt a child because they will be meeting the marriage requirement. There is no “right” to
adopt, and to create one would be contrary to the best interests of children who need to be in
traditional families for stability and many reasons proven out by history.

Ifhomosexual marriages are legalized, employers including those with strong religious
beliefs, like myself, would be forced to recognize these “marriages” and to provide the same
benefits as they provide to married couples such as family health benefits. This is taking away
our money for the homosexuals who as a class are already better offeconomically than the
average citizen.

Children would be taught in schools that homosexual sex is the moral equivalent of
marital love. Homosexuals are demanding that society elevate homosexuality to the moral level
of marriage and tot. he moral equivalent of heterosexuality. When they bring the law into it, they
are imposing it on every single citizen.

Since the National Organization of Women now officially endorse same-sex marriage,
they are pushing hard for the homosexuals in legislation. In their publication National NOW
Times (1/97), the group’s “Same-Sex Marriage Kit” offers members such ideas as “staging mock
ceremonies on the courthouse steps, organizing rallies and delivering heart-shaped lobbying
messages to legislators”.

The homosexual’s motive is not a matter of legality since they already live together and
avail themselves of most of the practical benefits, with their prenuptial-style contracts, putting
one another in their wills, making each other insurance beneficiaries, and so on. Their motive is
a matter of redefining our culture, in education, popular culture, imposed on existing American
traditions.

We homeschool our teens because anti-family philosophies and lifestyles are being
forced on children in government schools under the veils of health and science. This is
aggressively being done against us to teach against the traditional family and we are not goin” to
conform to this aggressive anti-family intimidation, thus, homeschool or private school becopies
the more expensive alternative. We have become victims of the sodomites and anti-family
movements that are fighting for dominance. Our money is qpplied to accommodate the
anti-lamily biases. This is wrong!
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TESTIMONY AGAINST SJR42

Representative Joe Green

Chair of House Judiciary Committee P.O. Box 84680
State Capitol Fairbanks, AK 99708
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 April 27, 1998

cc: House Judiciary Committee
Dear Representative Green,

PFLAG National (with a 70,000 household membership), many other national, state, and
local organizations and many individual U.S. citizens have signed the marriage resolution

as follows:

THE MARRIAGE RESOLUTION
Because marriage is a basic human right and an individual personal choice,
RESOLVED, the State should not interfere with same-gender couples who choose to
marry and share fully and equally in the rights, responsibilities, and commitment of civil
marriage.

PFLAG Fairbanks has over 50 households as members and has many other fair-minded
individuals as friends. \We support this marriage resolution and are AGAINST SJR 42!!

Putting this constitutional amendment before the public will generate more hate and hurt
feelings. 1have seen the rhetoric put out by the Christian Coalition to support SJR 42
and it is very' hurtful and insulthg. 1too am a Christian and resent this type of talk. . If
these supporters had a loved gay family member who they know to be a good, capable,
giving person, I'm sure they would see this bill and the implications differently.

Sincerely.

|

( proud mother of a leshian daughter, retired elementary' school teacher with 17 years of
service in the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District, UAF graduate student in
Community Psychology, president of PFLAG Fairbanks, deacon in the Presbyterian
Church, 21 year resident of Alaska, etc.)
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Saralh McClellan
494 0okpik Way
JFarilbainiks, AK 99709
era 9 MR
(907) 452-2577

April 27, 1998

Dear Representatives,

| am against SJR-42 because it tears away Alaskans' personal rights and
freedoms that are currently protected by the Alaska Constitution. Why has
this bill has even come before the legistature since it its currently under

consideration at a court level?
This is an emotional issue for those who are directly involved.Tknow this

bill would hurt Alaskans that are dear to me. Please stop this bill. Let it run
through the court system. Do not change our Alaska Constitution on this

issue.

Thank you,

Sarah McClellan



; ve heard plenty of rhetoric these past few months about the superiority of male/female
relationships. That somehow society will fall apart if we recognize that love between 2 adults of

the same sex is just as legitimate.

Whether recognized or not, gay and leshian couples do love each other as deeply and remarkably as
straight couples do. We fall in love, create families based on mutual consideration, respect and the
desire for unity. Some of us have children. As any family, we want the best for our loved ones. W
hope to provide for them in sickness and heaUjj, to protect them and nurture them. We have jobs,
pay taxes, work and volunteer in our*om”nfimties. We get involved in our children's education. Our
families face the same societal pressures as any only we experience the extra burden of homophobi
and the denial of the economic and legal securities married couples take for granted. While the
special rights bestowed on those who are allowed to marry are too numerous forme to articulate,
our denial of them adds extra emotional and financial stress to our households. 1 fail to see how ou

burden strenghtens heterosexual marriages.

| also fail to understand how legislating this (or any) discrimination against some Alaskan families
benefits the state in any way. Nontraditional Alaskan families and their children deserve the same

special rights"Hafc everyone else in this state is entitled to.
and pajJecficta

Thank you
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April 27, 1998

Judiciary Committee
House of Representatives
State of Alaska

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Judiciary Committee
Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to provide this testimony on SJR 42.

I am a sister of a Fairbanks gay woman. As a result, | have gotten to know many of the gay community
here in Fairbanks, and also Anchorage and Juneau. My association with these folks has enriched my life. 1
feel fortunate that 1 have been given the opportunity to include them as my friends and Alaskan family.

I hope you will seriously consider the testimony here today and vote against this measure. 1do not think
the constitution should be amended that will add language of discrimination for any person or group of this
state. This measure will do that ifpassed in the general election in November. Civil rights discrimination
should not be allowed.

If this measure passes in the House of Representatives, the true ugliness will start. Are you prepared o
have this issue divide the communities of this state? Already, during the senate hearings there have been
many horrible tilings said about gay people. This not only affects the gay community but also their families
and friends. What will all this hate and discrimination say to the youth of our state?

lurge you to vote no on this measure. Let the courts decide this isse.
Sincerely,
C
UMMV
Elaine R Williamson
P.0. Box 84811

Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

479-8241
elainewfr7>compuscrve.com



April 28, 1998

Chairman Joe Green
Representative Brian Porter
Representative Jeanette James
Representative Con Bunde

House Judiciary Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Re: SJR 42
Dear Favorite Members of My Favorite Committee:

I'm so thoroughly accustomed to testifying on behalf of the State of
Alaska that I'm caught quite flat-footed when it comes to speaking out as an
individual. But SJR 42 is a matter of special importance to me personally and this
plea is on my own behalf and on behalf of my friends, rather than for the State of

Alaska.

I'm not usually at a loss for words, nor am | usually a coward, but Ijust
couldn't make my feet walk down the hall to your committee room on Monday to
testify on SJR 42. | am, however, very proud of my many wonderful friends who
were able to testify and | thought you were wonderfully patient and sensitive toward

all.

| would like to encourage you to vote against SJR 42. |think there are
good reasons for members of the Judiciary Committee to do so.

First, this issue isn't even ripe yet. There's no need to put the citizens
of Alaska through a divisive campaign with only a superior court ruling at issue. It
seems hasty, at best, to seek amendments to our state constitution just because of
an unpopular trial court decision.

Second, |think it is a big mistake to use the state constitution as a tool
of exclusion rather than as a shield to protect the rights of minorities. Our
constitution has always reflected the most noble aspirations of our leaders, rather
than catering to our common fears and prejudices. It would be a sad day for Alaska
if we break from that tradition now.

Third, on the merits, | think there is a good case to be made for
recognizing same-sex marriages. Even fifteen years ago, | couldn't imagine such a



House Judiciary Committee April 29, 1998
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thing. But the fact is that between five and ten percent of our population consists
of gays and lesbians -- which amounts to between 30,000 and 60,000 Alaska
citizens. That's a lot of people. And many of them are in committed, long-term
relationships. Far more of these than you would think have children. Either from
prior marriages or because, even if they are gay, they want to be parents and raise
a whole family. They adopt or, in the case of women, use sperm donors. To my
mind, the reason we as a whole society want government involved in the business
of marriage isn't for the privileges it confers but instead is to establish and clarify the
responsibilities of the parties -- especially toward their children. Because we do have
so many gays and lesbians raising families, | think it is appropriate for the state to
involve itself in the relationships and address issues of custody, support, insurance,

etc.

Again, however, | am mostly concerned that SJR 42 is an attempt to use
the constitution for purposes of exclusion, rather than inclusion. This is extremely
troublesome. Never before have we said, Oh, oh! This constitution is being used to
afford protection to a group that | don't understand or support; we'd better amend

it to stop that.

Normally, a vote of the people on an important issue is a good idea and
should be encouraged (some might type in "subsistence” here ©). This is not always
true, however. The most classic example of when it shouldn't be allowed to happen
is when the rights of a minority group are at issue. It's just too easy for the majority
to outvote the minority. Indeed, that's why we have a constitution and three
branches of government -- to balance the rights of the majority and the rights of
individuals. | think it would be a mistake for our state leaders to "defer" to the

majority on this issue.

Judge Pegues used to sit on the superior court bench in Juneau. |
remember his remarks at one bar luncheon, when the same-sex marriage ban
legislation was pending a couple of years ago. He said he'd never wish for one of his
children to be gay, because it isn't an easy lifestyle, but he'd defend their right to

choose it.

| also remember when | called my Dad some fifteen years ago and
started our conversation by saying, "Dad, you know how you've always supported
me when I've been a little out of step with others .... ummmm .... does that still hold
even if I'm out of step in a big way?" He's a good man with a big heart, as well as
a great mind, and it meant a whole lot to me when he flew up to Juneau to attend
my commitment ceremony to a woman | loved and lived with for over a dozen years.
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Even though Beverly and 1 split up a few years ago now, my Dad still asks after her
and her children (and now her grandchildren).

Not everyone is as lucky as I've been and they've experienced hate, fear,
and abuse, rather than compassion and support. | worry that putting SJR 42 on the
ballot will polarize our state and provide fuel for the hate mongers. There aren't many
of them in this state, but just a few can cause quite a bit of pain. It would be pretty
wonderful if you could help stop that from happening.

Well, those are my thoughts. I'm sorry | didn't have the courage to
come and testify, but I'm glad to be able to write to you. There's probably a lot we
disagree on, and this is likely to be one of those items, but I've grown very fond of
you over the course of time and am glad you're on the Judiciary Committee. | know
you'll do what you think is right and | respect that.

For whatever reason, this year all my legislation skipped your committee
and went straight to Finance. Tsk tsk. But | expect I'll see you around this next

year!

Thank you for your time and good thoughts.

Sincerely,

Margot ﬂth



Peter Otsea
215 Gastineau Avenue
Juneau, AK 99801

Senator Loren Leman
State Capitol

Room 113

Juneau, AK 99801

April 28, 1998
Dear Mr. Leman;

| gave testimony, a first for me, Monday, April 27 on House Bill SJR-42 to
Representative Joe Green and the other representatives present. My thoughts and
opposition to the bill have crystallized a little since, and | would like to share that with

you.

| would like to relate some life experiences. Asa boy, | was part of the school yard bully
pack. I distinctly remember teasing a boy who was “different” than “us”. We called him
a homo. My initial reaction to that recalled instance is shame. But on reflection, our - the
bully pack’s - behavior was ignorance. Ignorance to the reality of differences around us
and not being taught sufficiently to acknowledge those real differences.

I’ve grown since then and know the world is full of realisms that are out of my control.
Rather than fight what is real and different, | accept and, in some cases, embrace the
variety. | am married now; my wife and | have two young children. 1am trying to raise
them in a manner that they will not fall into the ignorance of the bully pack mentality. As
an adult I will feel shameful if I fail to pass on the understanding of acceptance to my
children. 1’ve met gay and lesbian people and have become friends with some. Some
have children. These people are as “normal” as you or | and deserve the same life choices

as we do.

| urge you to withdraw Bill SIR-42. Any responsible adult should have the right to marry
if they wish. I can not imagine you would like to be responsible for the pack behavior
that is likely to result from a bill of this nature.

cc:. Representative Joe Green
Representative Eric Croft
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ANNE L HENRY] M.A., C.H.T.

5750 Glacier Hwy., Bid#. D, Rm. 12, Box 10
Juneau, A K 99801

Telephone: (907) 780-6345

April 28, 1998

Dear RepresenUUri ¢ Green,

Yesterday when 1dame home from the Senalc finance Committee hearing on my bill, |
flipped on Gavel id Gave! to watch your proa(ress_ In the Judiciary Committee hearing. You
see, | was anxious, or you to have time to talk with Melissa abott the discussion of Rule

504 in the Senate J idiciary Committee minutes, and in the Finance Committee hearm%.
Melissa told me sh: would try to talk with you during a break in your hearing of SIR42.

As | sat there watching Uic testimony on SJR42,1kept thinking of the clients 1have
worked with whose liVes have been’so negatively touched by Romophobia. Gay, straight,
parents and kids. The fear of being seen &s different, in any way.

In the couples counseling that 1.do, the issue that | find that most divides them is their
differences. So, | teach appreciation for diversity. We arc all so different. Sometimes we

arc attracted by th%'_differences then as we get closer, sometimes we arc repelled by them--
it we do not leamn tiacherish what diversity can bring to our lives.

I aﬁree with my oil cr coIIea%ues who spoke against the bill. SJR42 is the kind of bill that
will create a dimat; of hatred, fear and division, when we arc just beginning to make some

strides toward understanding and acceptance.

If you have already voted to pass this bill on, please consider a “NO” vole on the floor.

My molhcr lives in Oregon where Proposition 9 was held a few years back. Some people
in the hearin rcfcr{lcd to it yesterday. ‘| remember what happened in my famllpl. My.
mother decided to \ ole against it because she thought it was a hateful piece of fegislation,

My brother-in-law jegan calling her to try to convince her to vote against it. She sad result

ling h
of his yelling and ajgumg IS tha% he and my sister hardly speak to my 77 year old mom.

This isg'ust one stoiy of one family. This is the kind of thing that stopping this bill will
Breven Boy, I cat) get riled up about this but will stop now. Please vote not to pass this

ad legislation.

Thank you,

N2 (]
Anne Henry, MA
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Many of the arguments made in support of SIR-42 have been made on the basis of
religion and in the name of God. 1 am a Christian who OPPOSES SJR-42.

There are compelling religious arguments which could support this amendment  There

are also arguments - with religious origins and overtones - which speak to the

offensiveness of tliis proposed amendment. Whether we like it ornot - the United States

of America was founded Iarqely in the quest for religious freedom. And for that reason,

%/r\]/e hﬁve % formalized and deliberate separation between matters of the state and issues of
e church.

The Bible teaches of the dangers ofriches and the responsibility to distribute the wealth
equally among all peoples - yet our society of classes praises and supports its caFitalistic
foundations. Christianity teaches us to turn the other check - yet we have good laws that
protect a victim acting out in self-defense. Catholicism, which | practice, does not have
room for divorce. Yet the rate of failed marriages is alarmingly high, and our state and
our nation tolerate this legally. The Bible refers to the evils of taxes - and ﬁlaces tax
collectors among the lowest members ofa society - yet we all understand the roll of paid
taxes in our state and national budgets.

To use religious arguments in this legal, governmental forum is not appropriate - no
matter how strong and valid our individual religious beliefs and convictions.

Quite simply, my opposition to SJR-42 comes down to matters of civil liberties. Within
Section 1Article 14 of the Constitution ofthe United States it is written: “No state shall
make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of
the United States ... nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of
the laws.” These words are reflected in SectionlArticle 10ofthe Alaska Constitution.

In 1967, the U.S. Supreme Court supported these societal rules, declaring that marriage
“...1s one of the basic civil r_|g1hts of manC- and presumably ofwoman)’and that the
“freedom to many is essential to the orderly pursuit of happiness.”

To quote attorney Thomas Stoddard from a New York Times editorial:"Those who argue
... that same-sex marriage would be anti-family overlook the obvious. Mairiage creates
families and promotes social stability ... (and) in an increasingly loveless world, those
who wish to commit themselves to a relationship founded upon devotion should be

encouraged, not scorned.”

Recognizing that there are important and significant differences between a civil marriage
and a religious mamage, I urge you to OPPOSE SJR-42.

Michael Jones
P.0O. Box 6185
Sitka, AK 99835

TOTAL P .02
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Testimony to House Judiciary Committee regarding SJR-42; 27APR1998.

My name is Steven Jacquier and | currently reside in Manokotak. This is the second
time that | have taken a personal leave day from work and flown to Dillingham to testify

against this reprehensible legislation.
There are three points which | hope to make with regard to SJR-42.

First, research has established that a substantial percentage of suiciding teens are
killing themselves in large part because they fear that their lives will be miserable if
they turn out to be lesbigay. They fear rejection and marginalization to the point that
they would rather die than face it. This bill contributes directly to fostering the climate of

fear, intolerance, and marginalization which leads to suicides. SJR-42 is cruel and

destructive.

Secondly, this bill seeks to define marriage as “a union between one man and one
woman," but it cynically sidesteps defining what constitutes a man and what
constitutes a woman. The legislation fails to define what it is to be male and what it is
to be female simply because when it comes right down to it there is no rational,
practical, and enforceable basis upon which to do so. Every member of the legislature
received copies of scientific articles by Dr. William Beeman and Dr. Ann Steriing-
Fausto explaining the ambiguities encountered when we examine carefully what
constitutes a man ora woman. Is it chromosome composition (XY versus XX), as
geneticists and the Olympic Committee view the situation? Is a person a man or a
woman on the basis of external anatomy and internal plumbing? There are at least 5

million Americans who are neither clearly malj nor female on these bases. Is a person
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a man or a woman based on how they dress and behave? That is a cultural
assighment of gender, irrespective of either chromosomal or anatomical sexual
identity, and is practiced in many societies. Without specifically defining what
constitutes a man and what constitutes a woman for the purpose of entering into the
secular contract called marriage, SJR-42 is meaningless, impractical, and
unenforceable -a waste of taxpayer money that will surely be struck down when tested

in the courts should it pass into law.

Thirdly, how long is it reasonable to expect that people who are being marginalized,
singled out, and unjustly persecuted will continue turning the other cheek to this
oppression? | urge legislators to awaken regarding the genuine urgency and passion
of ordinary people who are sick and tired of having pain, expense, and violence
inflicted upon them by the irrational prejudices of the ignorant and by the cruel
vindictiveness of the radical religious right. What is it going to take for all citizens to
actually hold the equal civil rights which are constitutionally due each of us in a

secular nation where church and state are separate and all citizens are constitutionally

equal under the law?

Please say no to this heinous legislation, now, before this debate becomes violent.

Thank you.

TOTAL P .02
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Honorable qu _Green, Chair_
House Judiciary Committee
Capitol Room 120

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Green and members of the House Judiciary Committee

Please do not pass SJR 42 (Fin), Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Alaska
relating to marriage from your committee. Please do not support this resolution.

lam a heterosexual, married woman but I believe in sexual tolerance. Same sex relationships, including
marriages should be recognized inour state. | believe this resolution iscontentious and divisive. 1do not
think our State Constitution should be changed to define marriage.

Please add my opposition to this resolution t your committee inyour committee minutes. Thank you

Sincerely,

Nancy Hemen\w<y
726 Basin Road
Juneau, AK 99801
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Mary |. Wussman
373 W1 Vjne Ave
SoldotnaAK 9%V)
907-262-3937

House Judiciary Committee

Senate Joint Resolution -12
Juneau AK

Dear Chairman Joe Green, Representatives Con Bunde. Jeanette James, Brian Porter,
Norman Rokeberg, Pithan Bcrkowitz. and liric Crofc

We, the undersign, are writing the committee to inform you we arc expressing our strong
supportof SJR42.  Wewith for it to pass and be placed on the November ballot to give all
Alaskan s die opportunity to vote on preserving die traditional " one man, one woman”
definition, of marriage. A vote against SR 42 is a vote against allowing Alaskans to decide
this issue for themselves. Polls show that 70 percent of Alaskans arc opposed to
homosexual "marriage.” We deserve a chance to dcade this issue.

Judge Peter Michalski made a mistake when he ruled on Feb. 27 that Alaska™ "one man, one woman”
definition cf mjirlagc may It. unconstitutional. no other ccutf in tut United State' has ever found that a
perjon’s nclit to privacy give? them the power to force the stntc to publicly recognize houiOSCsmal relationships.
SJR 42 u’iU gin? votrrt 3 chance to o\enule Judge Michabki's dangerous opiniou. Mo other state in the US.
recognizes homosexual “ms.rhnge.” No other country in the world recognizes homosexual "niaruages.” If
Alaska legalized homosexual mittiage <cwall place our state in conflict snth the laws of all oilier states and
every country in the it)rid

The federal government defines marriage as n union of "cne man and one woman." All
three members of Alaska's congressional delegation supported die bill creating this federal
law; and President Clinton signed it into law. This definition is binding on ail federal
agencies and is controlling for more than 3900 sections of federal statutes and regulations

that U3c Jie word "mamage” and spouse.
All SJR 42 will do is preserve what \vc have now; die "one man, one woman” definition of
marriage. This hrc. been the definition throughout Alaska’s history as a Territory and State.

It is not right for one unelectcd judge to change the definition of marriage diat we have
always lived under, with out the approval of Alaska’s people.

Sincerely,

mVIil«e My £

Marv t. mi'ssman
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From: Alan & Clirls Schuler To: Joe Green

Dale: 4/28/98 Time: 09:59:57 Page 1of1

April 28, 1998

Dear Representative Green,

This letter once again concerns SJR 42 (which by now, you may or
may not be tired of hearing about!) Istill support this proposed
constitutional amendment and ask that you also support it.

Upon further reflection of some of the statements that asked you to
let this amendment die in committee, several more thoughts came to
mind. One argument | heard over and over was that we should just let
the courts decide this case and not the people. Iwonder ifthese people
realize that in 1986, the Supreme Court upheld the power of states to
even outlaw homosexuality in the case ofBowers v. Hardwick, 478 U.S.
186 (1986). This ruling was not even about same-gender marriage, but

had to do with the act of homosexuality itself.

Some of these same opponents of SJR 42 who just wanted the
courts to decide, also compared not granting homosexuals marriage rights
to allowing slavery to continue as status quo. Slavery in the early days of
America was wrong, and I'm thankful that it wasn't allowed to continue!
However, comparing the two is absurd. First of all, it wasn't the court
system at all who put an end to slavery, and in fact, the Supreme Court
originally ruled that slavery was constitutional (thankfully they later
reversed this decision). Furthermore, itwas a constitutional amendment
that once and for all did away with slavery (Amendment 13)! So does
that mean that it's okay to have the people vote only when it serves the
best interest of a particular group? Itseems to be a rather twisted view of

democracy.

Thanks for letting me express some of these thoughts, and | do
thank you for your time and consideration of these matters as you weigh
the various testimonies on SJR 42. Ihope you will give it your support.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Chris Schuler

4066 Deborah Drive
Juneau, AK 99801
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| for one have had enough, | will not stand by and watch the Federal wedge be

pounded further Into the heart of Alaska. My suppod goes to those who are willing to
set aside ridged ideologies, act creatively and bring Alaskans back together.

Alaska’9 vastness and her valuable wildlife resources have created tremendous way9
of life that are not available any other place on earth. This, coupled with an equally
diverse cultural landscape make living here and creating the proper resource allocation
process much more complex than any of us would like. However, it can be
accomplished; but not with the Federal mauling we must live with as ANILCA is
currently written. This will not be easy; nothing worth doing is. In order to get to the
middle, some large bits of pride will have to be swallowed along with a little crow by

those who find themselves on opposite ends of the spectrum.

The Constitution of the State of Alaska is beyond a doubt a fine piece of work and
changing it to allow for an ill conceived Federal law does not set well with many of us.
However, the complexities of the allocation process as well as social considerations
beg for some changes somewhere and the fact is, most people in Alaska want to be
heard; they want to make a choice. So, if it takes a vote by Alaskans to allow for a
priority based on a creative, well thought out plan, that can bring us back together; isn't
that much better than being force fed a priority based on a plan that has proven itself to

be one we can not live with?

Those Alaskans that carry a copy of that constitution next to their heart and steadfastly

refuse to accept the idea of letting th? voters make a choice I__ne%=d 0 look inside
themselves and decide if it is worth it to [OfCE Alaska through the knot hole just

to prove they were right.

But this coin has two sides. Those Alaskans that have been given the Federal ride the
recipients of the priority need to search their souls as well, There have been
tremendous abuses carried out under the name of subsistence with the sanction
afforded by the Federal system. Those “rural residents" who take full advantage of the
system either to expand their personal freedoms or garner political power, knowing full
well they are acting beyond the Intent of the law have severely muddied the water,
creating conflict where none existed before ANILCA and in the process, destroying the

much deserved credibility of Alaska’s true subsistence users.

An “equitable" solution means extremists on each side must give, and the time to do so
is now. As Alaskans, we must all strive to understand this complicated mess, make
informed suggestions to our Legislators and act this year to put this devisive monster

behind us.

Rob Holt, President
Alaska Professional

Hunters Association-
an organization of Alaska's Guides

907-733-2723

.02



HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE TESTIMONY
April 27, 1998 j

My name is Marsha Buck and lam here to ask you to OPPOSE SJR 42. lam the
current co-chair of PFIAG Juneau. PFLAG stands for Parents, Families, and

Friends of Leshians and Gays. lam active in PFLAG because I have a bisexual
daughter who is married, in eyes of her church and in the eyes of our family,

to a woman.

lam opposed to SJR 42 for many reasons, but let me share only one of those
with you today. To be honest, Iam frightened about what could happen to
young people like my daughter if this resolution is put to a vote of the
people. I'know many of you don’t agree with same sex marriage and that is
really OK with me because differences of opinion are not a problem for us in
our democracy and in Alaska. But putting a divisive issue like this on the
ballot so that people who are not as well informed or as even tempered as
you are about discrimination issues, about the separation of church and
state, and about the use of discourse instead of violence to resolve debate,
could put us in the position that Oregon and Colorado hav' been in recently
when ballot measures came up for a vote there and gays, leshians, bisexuals
and their allies were harassed, threatened, injured, and even killed.

This does not need to happen in Alaska. This issue does not need to come
before the voters right now. There is no hurry that makes this a crucial
issue for this legislature or fjr you personally right now. This a time to be
patient and see what happens in the courts, and if it doesn’t go the way you
think is appropriate then there is time to offer alternatives that are well
thought through and appropriate. Our daughters and sons, your grandchildren
or nieces and nephews perhaps, don’t need to be sacrificed now by a hasty
vote to proceed with this resolution. You are reasonable people who can say
NO for now so that you can save pain and suffering now and deal with this
issue calmly and clearly when the courts are finished and the time is right.

Dlease do not send SJR 42 out of this committee.

Juneau, AK 99801
789-6167
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April 27, 1998

Good afternoon. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of this committee, for the opportunity
to testify. My name is Susan Phillips.

lam a heterosexual. lam telling you that for two reasons. First ofall, because | want to tell you
that 1didn’t choose to be a heterosexual. It just happened that one day, | started chasing boys,
not girls, around my elementary school playground. I no more chose to be a heterosexual than
gay men and leshians choose to be homosexual. We are the way we are. |am also telling you
about my sexual preference to let you know that it is not only homosexuals who are opposed to

SJR 42.

[ am not married. But if | wanted to get married, there is nothing, except for a stubborn
boyfriend, stopping me from doing so. But if SJR 42 were passed by this Legislature, and the
voters of this state, my gay and lesbian friends would be Constitutionally denied the opportunity

to legalize their choice ofa life partner.

It is not right to deny the opportunity to marry to certain people, just because they have same-sex
partners.

Our Constitution, in Article One, Section One, says that “...all persons are equal and entitled to
equal rights, opportunities, and protection under the law...”

Lrecently had the pleasure of seeing an exhibit here in Juneau. It was entitled, “Love Makes a
Family” and was on display at the Federal Building, the Nugget Mall, and the University of
Alaska Southeast several months ago. The exhibit featured photographs and text depicting
families with gay and/or lesbian members. Some families were lesbian couples and their
children. Other exhibits portrayed gay male couples with their children. Still others showed
people my parents’ age with their grown children, some of whom were gay or leshian.

When Ithought about what | was going to say this afternoon. | kept thinking back to the title of
that exhibit: Love Makes a Family. Why deny the right ofadults who love one another to marry?
Everyone in this room seems to understand and agree upon the importance of families. It only
makes sense to expand, not contract, the definition o f*family’.

The times, they are a’changin’. It used to be that “family” meant a mother, father, and children,
who all lived together. Now we have divorces, remarriages, blended families, stepparents,
stepchildren, adoptions, and single-parent families. W hat's next? Are we going to narrow the
definition of “family” to mean only the traditional nuclear family?



[ also want to say that 1 am shocked at the number of proposed Constitutional amendments
before this Legislature. It seems that a new one is introduced every week. A BASIS print-out
shows abouT Ififty proposed Constitutional amendments before this Legislature. I wish that the
Legislature had more respect for our Constitution than to propose amending it every time an
Alaskajudge makes a ruling with which a legislator does not agree.

On that note, I think that it is premature to address a proposed Constitutional amendment when
the court case prompting it has not yet made its way through the courts.

I was able to watch part of the Senate floor debate on SJR 42 a couple of weeks ago. During that
debate, some hateful things were said, particularly by one Anchorage senator, about gay and
lesbian Alaskans. Icould not help but think that those hateful comments were just a preview of
coming attractions. 1f SJR 42 passes the House and goes before the voters of this state in
November, many hateful things will be said in the campaign before the election. Please stop this
legislation in its tracks, ant do not bring about an ugly and divisive campaign in our state.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify against SJR 42.
Please vote against SIR 42.

Thank you.
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League of Women Voters of Alaska

1542 East 27th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508 - Phone/Fax: 272-0366

FAX TRANSMITTAL - One page

April 27, 1998

The Honorable Joe Green
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (MS 3100)

Juneau, AK 99801-1182
FAX (907) 456-4316

Dear Representative Green:
The League of Women Voters of AJaska urges you to oppose SJR-35.

The Constitution ofthe state o f AJaska is one on the newest state constitutions and is considered
a national model document. It has served our state well through the years.

The League is extremely concerned about legislative resolutions wliich propose amendments to
the Alaska Constitution that limit citizens' rights to privacy and individual liberties. We believe
these resolutions arc in conflict wiih Article I, Sections 1, 3 and 22 ofthe Alaska Constitution as

currently written.

Leagues members throughout the state respectfully request that you protect the integrity ofthe
Alaska Constitution and not clutter it up with amendments that do not serve well the interest of all

our citizens.

The League believes that SJR-35 should not be passed out ofthe Legislature. Agin, your vote in
opposition to SJR-35 is requested and will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Wilda G Hudson, hcrident
League of Women Voters of Alaska



From: Alan & Chris Schuler To: Joe Green Dale: 4/27/98 Time: 22:50:59 Page 1 otl

April 27, 1998

Dear Representative Green,

This letter concerns SJR 42, a real "hot topic" lately. 1was unable
to attend the hearing in the Judiciary Committee today, but did watch and
listen to some of the testimonies on television.

| do wholeheartedly support SJR 42 and found difficulties with
some of the testimonies that were given opposing it, in particular the
argument that church and state should be separated and that this bill was
trying to legislate morals. This amendment contains no wording about
God, no wording about the Bible, no wording about morality, and no
wording declaring that homosexuality is wrong. As I read a id understand
it, this amendment simply defines what may and may not bo termed as
legal "marriage." Because one defines what marriage always has been
and is, is that mixing religion and government?

Now | suppose that by declaring that one kind of marriage is legal
(heterosexual) and that the other (homosexual) is illegal, it sends the
message to society in general that one marriage is moral and the other is
immoral. Opponents of SJR 42 do not want morals legislated to them,
but whether they like it or not, morals govern most of our laws and our
society. Morality governs the laws that say "No, it's not okay for one
person to go kill another," or "No, it's not okay for someone to go steal
from someone else, even if that other person has lots of wealth and can
spare some," or even "No, it's not okay to go walking down the street
stark naked." If opponents do not want morals legislated to them, then |
think that's even more reason to allow the people of Alaska to vote on
what definition of marriage they want to live with!

Please give SJR 42 your support. Thanks so much for persevering
through this volatile topic.

Respectfully yours,

Mrs. Chris Schuler
4066 Deborah Drive
Juneau, AK 99801
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1209 Skyline Drive Fairbanks, Alaska 99712 (907)457-8939 e-mail: Olsens@mosqui . inel.com

April 23, 1998
Re: SJR 42

| wanted to write a reasoned support for SJR 42, the call for an amendment defining marriage
in Alaska as between one man and one woman. | start my comments with 3 governing

principles:

First, there may be some who oppose any limiting definition. However, even those opposing
the resolution would agree that a “marriage” between a dog and a human should not be
legally recognized. Similarly, a “marriage” between an adult and a 5-year-old child would
not be countenanced. Once it is recognized that some limitations are desirable and required,

then the next consideration is where to draw the line.

Second, It is absurd to claim that the state has no interest in family structures and
relationships. The state budgets millions of dollars each year in state social programs to try
to remedy problems created by faulty relationships. The state’s efforts in social programs,
adult protective services, children in need of aid, child support enforcement, and youth
corrections are examples. The impact of family life on education has been well documented,
and the state government is unquestionably invo'ved in the education of Alaska children.
Family structures and relationships are topics which the state government unavoidably must
be concerned with, to be able to have any hope of dealing with the social problems the

government routinelv addresses.

Third, besides each natural person possessing rights of citizenship, the state government has
found it useful to also recognize and give legal identity’ to certain associations of people:
business corporations and partnerships, political subdivisions, fraternal organizations, etc.
These legally identifiable entities promote societal order and commerce. When disruptive the
state government may cancel charters and disband associations which it has previously
recognized. Marriage licenses issued by the state, and then divorce orders, are government
actions which recogr.ize and then revoke marriage associations. The control of marriages is

already a government function.

After considering these principles, | urge adoption of the resolution which would permit a
vote for an amendment which would define marriages as between one man and one woman.
This resolution addresses the legal definition ofa legally recognized association. It does not
in any way limit private conduct, but is concerned with government sanctioning of particular

marriage associations.


mailto:Olsens@mosqui.inel.com

To recognize any other definition of marriage would be to legally recognize polygamy
(multiple spouses, either one woman with multiple hushands, or one husband, with multiple
wives), homosexual relationships, and unimaginable combinations. This scenario would
make Alaska the destination of every person seeking legal recognition for every possible
non-traditional marriage form. Some would stay, and prove disruptive of our social order,
while others would return to other states, and insist that their home states give recognition
to their Alaska “marriage”. Either way we have chaos and, from the research, a multitude of
new social problems arising out of non-traditional marriages.

My wife and | have 8 children, and we donate a large part of our resources and time to
youth sports, boy scouts and girl scouts, and school activities. In each of these we find
ourselves filling the needs of children who are without a mother or father in their lives.
These kids are messed up and need a lot of help. Further confusion by tampering with the
traditional definition of marriage so as to fijrther disrupt the traditional home structure is

unconscionable.

It is unavoidable that the adoption of the resolution will be seen by some as imposing a
social order or making a judgment call as for what is best for Alaskans. Every statute,
however, whether it be related to a plumbing code, drunk driving law, etc., operates the
same way. The Legislature is in the business of making decisions which affect the quality
of life for Alaskans. Because it must be interested in family relationships and structures,
the Legislature should conclude that there is great reason to promote the traditional family
structure, and absolutely no reason to abandon the traditional family structure.

Please support the resolution.



April 26, 1998
Dear Representative Green,

[ am writing to ask you to support SJIR 42 and to urge your fel-*w Representatives to support it
as well.

Itjust amazes me that the special interests behind this homosexual marriage idea want our State
of Alaska to be the first State in the first country in this entire world to change the definition of

marriage.

And they want you, our elected Representatives, to deny the rest ofus Alaskans the right to our
ballot voice on the matter.

| know that these people are my fellow Alaskans and some may be friends. Some of them
probably buy halibut and crab from me in the summer. Nevertheless, they have made a wrong
moral choice to pursue the homosexual lifestyle. I'll still remain friends with them but 1don't want

their social experiment to start in Alaska without a democratic vote ofthe people.

| believe that homosexuals want some of the same privileges that come from a legal marriage
contract such as insurance benefits. But even more they want society to say their moral choice is

'ok' by being promoted and elevated to legal marriage.

Please don't remove our democratic rights by allowing this extreme change to occur without a
vote of the people.

ted Deats
PO Box 87
Juneau, Alaska 99802
463-3262



April 27, 1998

Dear Representative Joe Green,

| feel marriage should remain as the Creator of marriage designed it—one man
and one woman legally joined together. Any variation of this definition would be
contradictory to natural law and lead to chaos within the social structure of our

state.

At the very least, Alaskan voters should be allowed to vote on this issue. | urge
you to support SJR 42 with your vote.

Emma Deats

PO Box 87

Juneau, Alaska 99802
907-463-3262



