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SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE IUFL NO. 127(JUD)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
nv TIIF. SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTER

Offered:

Referred:

Sponsor(t): HEI'RESKNTATIVKS KKI.LY, I'amell
A [HLL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Ac! relating to penalties for certain offenses committed against a peace
officer, fire fighter, correctional employee, emergency medical technician, paramedic,

ambulance attendant, or other emergency responders."
HE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I. AS 12 55.125(a) is amended to read:
(@ A defendant convicted of murder in the first degree shall Ik* sentenced to

a definite term of imprisonment ot at least 20 years but not more than 99 years, n
defendant convicted of murder in the first degree shall > sentenced to a mandatory
term oi' imprisonment of 99 years when

(1) the defendant is convicted of the murder of a uniformed or
otherwise clcarlv identified peace officer, lire fighter, or correctional employee
(OFFICER) who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the time of the
murder;

(2) the defendant has been previously convicted of
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1 (A) murdci in the first degree under AS 11.41.100 or former
2 AS 11.15.010 or 11.15.020;

3 (B) murder in the second degree under AS 11.41.110 or former
4 AS 11.15.030; or

5 (C) homicide under the laws of another jurisdiction when the
6 offense of which the defendant was convicted contains elements similar to first
7 degree murder under AS 11.41.100 oi second degree murder under
8 AS 11.41.110; or

9 (3) the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant
10 subjected the murder victim to substantial physical torture.

] *See. 2. AS 12.55.125(c) is amended to read:

12 (c) A defendant convicted of a class A felony may be sentenced 1) a definite
13 term of imprisonment of not more than 20 years, and shall be sentenced to the
14 following presumptive ter tis. subject to adjustment as provided in AS 12.55.155 -
15 12 55.175:

10 (1) if the offense is a first felony conviction and does not involve
17 circumstances described in (2) of this subsection, five years;

S (2) if the offense is a fust felony conviction, other than for
19 manslaughter, and the defendant possessed a firearm, used a dangerous instrument, <
20 caused serious physical injury during the commission of the offense, or knowir.gly
2 directed the conduct constituting the offense at a uniformed or otherwise clearly
Vim identified peace officer, lire fighter, correctional employee 'OFFICER), emergency
23 medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other emergency responder
>* who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the lime of the offense, seven
25 years,

26 (3) if the offense is a second felony conviction, 10 years;

27 (4) if the offense is a third felony conviction, 15 years.

2X  Sic. 3. AS 12.55.135fdl is amended to read:

29 ld) A Jefendant convicted of assault in the fourth degree linn a uniformed or
30 otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee
31 (OFFICER), emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other

2
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emergency responder who was engaged in die performance of official duties at the
time of the assault shall be sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonment of
(1) 120 [30] days if the defendant violated AS 11.41.230)(a)(1) or £2i
(2 30 days if the defendant violated AS 11.41.230(a)(3).
* See. 4. AS 12.55.155(c) is amended to read:

(c) If a factor in aggravation is a necessary element of the present offense, or
requires the imposition of a presumptive term under AS 12.55.125(c)(2) [, (d)(3) OR
(c)(3)], that factor may not be used to aggravate the presumptive term. If a factor in
mitigation is raised at trial as a defense reducing the offense charged to a lesser
included offense, that factor may not be used to mitigate the presumptive term.

*See. 5. AS 12.55.185 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(14) "peace officer" has the meaning given in AS 11.S1.900.
*Sec. 6. AS 12.55.125(d)(3) and 12.55.125(c)(3) arc repealed.

*See. 7. This Act applies to all offenses committed on or after the effective date of this

Act.
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA HILL no. HB 127

1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: Dopt, Affectcdj Corrections

Title: An Act increasing the minimumterm ........ assult on BRU: Statewide Operations

...peace officers..m Component: All Institutions

Sponsor: Rep. Kelly

Requestor: Rep. Kelly COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS 6-1.2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2

TOTAL OPERATING 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

[CHANGE IN REVENUES 1 1

FUND SOURCE (Thrusands of Dollaisl

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 64 2 64.2 64.2 64 2 64 2 64 2
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1006 GF.'MHTIA

Other
TOTAL 64.2 | 64 2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64 2

Estimate of any current year IFY95) cost: 5 0.0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME j i
PART-TIME i i
TEMPORARY i i

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page .f neccssaryi
Thu bill would increase the minimum sentence for assult defined in AS 12.55.135 fd) from 30 to 120 days

imprisonment.

Because this offense involves assult on a clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter or other justice or
emergency personnel, these incividuals would servo their enhanced sentonco in a correctional facility at a cost
of 5107.00 per day. Allowing lor good time accounting, each inmate affected would servo an additional 60
cays at 5107 per day or $6,420.00. Data concerning assults on this group are not kept separato from other
assults. howovor, contacts with the Dopt. of Law and Dept, fo Public Safety indicate the number is smoil;

perhaps 10 to 12.

60 X 10 x 5107 « $64,200.00 annual cost of mcreaso m minimum sentence.

Jerrv Shrmer Phene; 465-4640
Divii>on; Con.miti.oner t Office A Oole 3/B/95
Cate: 3/0/95

Approved by Ccmm-itiooer

Agency A Department of CorrnJfion*

PREPARER TO PROVIOE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
Per further M t’>fgj f,Ct

ilie* 10/941 9)r »r*j iiuOO* p*o* 149l *
FISCAL NOTE



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.

1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: Dopt. Affected:

Title: *...assaults in the fourth degree committed against® BRU:

a peace officer. fire tighter, correctional officer...' Component:

Sponsor: Representative Kelly

Requester: Representative Kelly .COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expendituros/Rovonues {Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FYy 97 Fy 98 FY 99

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

[ CAPITAL EXPENDITURES'

ICHANGE IU REVENUES ( |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

100G GF/MHTIA

Oihcf

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of ony current year (FY95) cost: | 00

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME 00 00 00 00
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

HB 127

Department of Law

Prosecution
All
0085-0090
FYy 00 FY 01
0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0

This bill amends AS 12.55.135(d) to increaso the minimum torm of imprisonment from 30 days to 120
days for a person convicted of assault in the fourth dogreo for assaulting a peace officer, fire fighter,

correctional officer, emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attondant, or other emergency
responder who was engaged in the performance of official duties at tho time of the assault.. This is a

sentencing provision that will not have a fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

-RrdJ--
Prepared by: RiChard | Prguey Q.n-ctnfl Phone:.
Dwvsion Admnvstrativo ServiceyPiyjsi . Date:
it ,this- /& & [-
Approved by Commitnonrr JruCe otctho. Afftomry General Date:
Agency: Den.Vtmi»n; r.t taw

465-3672
2/13/95

2/13/95

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

for lwrihor «Mti4*«o<in informabee. con Uv* Oovornor'* lag »i»bv« Oir>c«
l«»v [0dMI 9Sr.*rvo »i»fOOR

Pogo 1 ot |



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA' BILL NO: HB 127

1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

novision Dato: Dept. Affected: Public Safnty

Title: "An Act increasing the minimum term of Alaska Stale Trnnnorr.
imprisonment for assaults— ngmnsi a nr.i-n ntficer..." Component: ..Ociaclimcenl::

Sponsor: nenrcsentativo Kcllv

Roqucstor: (H) State Affairs COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0799

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)
OPERATING FY 9G FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND ft STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0- 0- 0- *0- 0-

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0-

CiiANGt ar RCVSMUIS | 1 +0- -0 -0- 0- 0-
[UvwmM Coda

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 3F/Proyram Receipts

1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL 0- 0- 0- 0- 0-
Estimate of current yeor (FY 95) impact: * -0-
POSITIONS:

FULLTIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
No significant fiscal impact is anticipated

Prepared By: Franns r A'lIm Phone: _2fl2Sfr3L
Otvision: Abula Sinir.Ttr.snrri Date: Q2iQ2:35-

o.. 9'rolir

Approved by Commissioner
Agency: R;rVil t Ottr Dent nf PuMir. Safety
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICF

For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office
Page | ol 1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Rovision D a te : 1/24/96

Title:
a peace officer, fire fighter, corrections employee...*

«..mpenalties for certain offenses comrvttcd against BRU:

Sponsor: Representative Kelly
Requester: Senate Judiciary

Expendituros/Revonuos

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EOUIPMFNT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

FY 97

0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
[CHANGE IN REVENUEST

FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL 0.0

Estimate of any curront vatu (FY96) cost: t

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0.0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page tf necessary)

This bill amends various criminal statutes prescribing mandatory terms of imprisonment for crimes comr

Fy 98
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

BILL NO. CSHB 127  (JUD)

Dcot. Affected: Department of Law

Criminal Division

Component: Criminal Division

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 2085

(Thousands of Dollars)

FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
(Thousands of Dollars)
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
tted

against emergency personnel (peace officers, fire fighters, correctional officers, and other emergency

responders) to change the term 'correctional officer* to 'correctional employee.’

The bill has the effect of

extending the stato's deterrent mandatory sentencing provisions to help deter crimes against non uniform
correctional omploycos, such as cooks and maintenance workers, who also work in the state’s correctional

institutions.

L

5.
Prepared by: Hwdidifd | P&Qney Directivrt/
Division; Administrative Services tr>
Approved by commMboner: | | 11 A t s L
Agency: Deportment of law v

&

There will not be a fiscal impact for the Department of Law.

Phone:, 465 3672
Date . 1/24r96
& Date 1i74r96

PREPARER TO PROVIDE A Il DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
Fcr further ditfnUitien information, cod lh« Governor™* loptlativi C Ifit*

tR*v 10/941 9fiUno.t*IOBR

Pr»3«t of 1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO:
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

CSHB 127 (JUO)

Revision Dato: 1/24/96 Dopt. Affected: .Public Safety

Titlo: “An Act increasing the minimum term of BRU: Alaska State Troopers
imprisonment lor assault against a peaco officer"  Component: Detachments

Sponsor: Reprosontativo Kelly

Requestor:  (S) Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0799

OPERATING FVv 07 FY ofl FY 99 FYnn fy m FY n?

PERSONAL SFRVICFS

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

iicuipr.:;:Ni

LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS

TOTAL OPERATING .-0- -n- -n- b L o Q .J D-

.OAPITALEXPENQITUTIES. n- -n- -n- en.

CMANGC INHCVENUES () -0- -0- -0- «0- «0- «0-
Rtvtnua Cotlo

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Fedf-rnl Re-*r:c!s
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GE.-Pronram Rccnctc
100R GF/MHT1A
Other
TOTAL. n. n. . .0.

Estimate of current year (FY 95) impact: S

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME n 0 0 0 n
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 Q
TEMPORARY 0 n 0 0 0 A 1

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

No significant fiscal impact is anticipated.

Sandy Pcrry-Prevost. Special Assistant to the Commissioner Phont  465-4322

Prepare”™ By
Dato 01/24/96

Division Commissioner's Office

Approved by Commissioner Date /1 J u [ %]

Agoncy Ronald | Otte. Dept of PubK Safety
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For furth jr a-stnbution information call the Governor» Legislative Office
Pago 1of



SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT

DATE: 4/18/95 FURTHER:""Finance

DATE TURNED INTO OFFi E:  Z -jlZ|tfi0
Judiciary Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 127(JUD)

Penalties for certain offenses committed against( peace officoij™ire fighter, correctional employee,
emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other emergency responders.

I<r>'
4
and recommends: S | CJvtvc_)_nntc: Hill:
nCwiine title
cs CSwmo ("LH ( TO Q)| jnew ttle .
( : ouse Hill,
| | adopt previous CcCsS (__ > IcHame title
| technjcal ehanpc
| | attached amcndment(s) | (ﬂOV\ﬁ é@h? :
| | adopt -cltcr ol Intent Ity Committee
| | lufilter a lerral to the Committee

onun Amvstii.\imio\s

I"'KIVIOI S FISCAL NOTF{J>»

IXfuiliitont Dali

I | APPROPRIATION - mi fiscal note eincluilr fiscal rmlrs aiTonilitinrinu ffm rrnor’t hill



<Alaslm J8>tatc *(legislature

Winlr n Juwao
REPRESENTAtIVE .
State Capitol
PETER KELLY
il il Juneau, Alaska
M.i m; A||roS.S| 99B01-1102
110 N Cuohmnn. Suilr. 203 (007) 409-2327

Fairbanks, Alaska 00701
(907) 4G6-BUI House District 31

Arluuse (Of Jt'epresentatiiies

November 14 , 1995

The Honorable Judge Robin Taylor
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
P.O. Box 1441

Wrangell. Alaska 99929-J441

Dear.Senator Taylor,

I have been working on juvenile crime issues with local Police, Troopers, Juvenile
Officers, and Judges. |asked Presiding Judge Richard Saveli to explain the present
sentencing process and learned that HB 127 needs at least one other section dealing
with aggravating factors in sentencing, and that there are problems with the existing

presumptive sentencing guidelines.

In our discussion of HB 127 last session, | believe you alluded to this problem, but it is
frankly more complex than my understanding of the judicial process. | have enclosed
Judge Saveli's letter on this issues and | hcpe that we can solve this problem by
amending HB 127.

Apparently it is not now possible for a judge to sentence an individual as severely for
assaulting a police officer as for assaulting other citizens. As | understand it, the
circumstances in which aggravating factors may be applied under AS 12.55.155(a) do
not include the assault against a police officer sentencing requirements of AS
12.55.125(d). and (e)()-(3). The court is treating this as a drafting error.

Unfortunately, it is too serious for aa fix by our revisor. | have added a new Section 6
to HB 127 which | believe addresses this issue.

Additionally, the presumptive sentencing for assault against a police officer, et al. in
AS 12.55.125(a).(b). and (c) appears to limit the sentencing options. It seems the
interplay between the sentencing requirements under presumptive sentencing and
“aggravators" createc a situation that reduces the sentencing options of a judge, rather
than increasing them.

| believe this is a constructional artifact | am open to suggestions. Perhaps we should
modify AS 12.55.125 (a), (b) and (c). to rnaVe an offense against a peace officer a
minimum sentence rather than a presumptive sentence9

AS 12.b5.155(c)(13) makes conduct knowingly committed against a peace officer an
aggravating factor, so | do not exactly know how to improve the aggravating factors.
Perhaps. Senator, you can make a suggestion in this matter.



The Honorable Robin Taylor
October 13, 1995
Page 2.

HB 127 now includes several valuable clarification’s to the original statutes. | hope
you will feel free to provide an amendment setting the appropriate minimum
sentencing term, be it 30, 45, 60, or 120 days, as well as other amendments needed.

Sincerely Vours,

Repi £t Nete Kelly

Attachment: Draft CS for HB 127.
Letter from Presiding Judge R. Saveli
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Superior (Cnurt

Slate uf Aluuku 64 BARNETTE STREET
Chambers ol FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT FN%ANG ALAS<A
o

RICHARD D. SAVELL, Judgo

September 28, 1995

The Honorable Peter Kelly

Alaska State Legislature

House of Representatives

119 N. Cushman Street, Suite 203
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Representative Kelly:

Thank you for sending me your new draft of HB 127 for
review. Section 6 appears to correct the legislature™s oversight
as found 1in Edwin v. State. 762 P.2d 499 (Alaska App. 1988).

I have encountered what | believe to be a more basic
problem with the sentencing scheme for first time felony offenders
who are convicted of third degree assault for conduct "knowingly
directed at a police officer.” While the inclusion of a presump—
tive sentence of one year was undoubtedly intended to elevate the
seriousness with which this offense 1is treated for sentencing, in
some respects it has the opposite effect. Let me give you an
example.

Consider what might be a typical third degree assault.
The defendant, who has been convicted of DWI and/or disorderly
conduct in the past (both misdemeanors) is a first felony offender.
His Assault 3= conviction arises from him firing or otherwise using
a gun 1in a dangerous and threatening manner. The offense and the
offender®s history suggest the need for alcohol abuse evaluation
and treatment and anger management counseling.

If the victim is a civilian neighbor, a judge can sen-—
tence the defendant to more than one year, requiring the offender
to serve some time and suspend other time (e.g., 18 months with 12



The Honorable Peter Kelly
September 28, 1995
Page 2

months suspended.) The suspended time allows for probation saper-
vision. The offender can then be monitored for a period of ysars.
The judge can also require that the person attend anger management
and alcohol treatment as conditions of probation. If the person
violates the law or fails to get the treatment, the jJjudge can
impose the suspended year of imprisonment. This sentence can thus
be used to monitor, require treatment to aid rehabilitation, and
give the additional year of jail time if the defendant does not
comply with the treatment requirement.

The possibility of a sentence in excess of one year and
treatment and suspended time does not exist if the victim is a law
enforcement officer. Under the same facts, the offender would have
to be given a presumptive sentence of one year. Because no aggra-
vators are found by "clear and convincing evidence" to apply, the
sentence cannot be enhanced nor may any portion of the time be
suspended. This also means that the court may not order probation.
This means the defendant will not be supervised after the year is
served. Without probation, the court may not require the defendant
to get any treatment after being released from jail.

Under this analysis, there are less "teeth"™ and less
protection in the case with the presumptive sentence than with the
other. This has been a source of frustration for me 1in my sen-—
tencing role.

My purpose is to identify a problem, not to endorse any
particular solution. Among other possible solutions would be
converting "knowing conduct directed at a peace officer" into an
aggravating factor 1in presumptive and non-presumptive cases [see
Wvlie v. State. 797 P.2d 651 (Alaska App. 1970)) or converting the
presumptive sentence into a mandatory minimum sentence.

I hope you find this information helpful. Thank you for
seeking my input. I im sorry for the delay in responding. My
trial schedule has been particularly taxing of late.

Sincerely,

RICHARD D. SAVEI.L
Presiding Judge"®

RDS:bjo



A

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

9-LS050I\K
Chcnowcth
7/26/95

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 127( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor**): REPRESENTATIVES KELLY. Pamcil
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to penalties for certain offenses committed against a peace
officer, fire fighter, correctional employee, emergency i .dical technician, paramedic,

ambulance attendant, or other emergency responders."”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

 Section I. AS 12.55.125(a) is amended to read:
(@ A defendant convicted of murder in the first degree shall be sentenced to
a definite term of imprisonment of at least 20 years but not more than 99 years. A
defendant convicted of murder in the first degree shall be sentenced to a mandatory
term of imprisonment of 99 years whan
(1) the defendant is convicted of the murder of a uniformed or
otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire tighter, or correctional employee
(OFFICER! who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the time of the
murder:

(2) the defendant has been previously convicted of

o]* SCS CSIIB 12711 )
sowoorr*xf "nrlerlmrci /CfitfTn? TEXT 8MCXCTES/
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(A) murder in the first degree under AS 11.41.100 or former

AS 11.15.010 or 11.15.020;

(B) murder in the second degree under AS 11.41.110 or former

AS 11.15.030; nr

(©) homicide under the laws of another jurisdiction when the
offense of which the defendant was convicted contains elements similar to first
degree murder under AS 11.41.100 or second degree murder under

AS 11.41.110; or

3 the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant
subjected the murder victim to substantial physical torture.

*Sec. 2. AS 12.55.125(c) is amended to read:

(c) A defendant convicted of a class A felony may be sentenced to a definite
term of imprisonment of not more than 20 years, and shall be sentenced to the
following presumptive terms, subject to adjustment ;s provided in AS 12.55.155 -
12.55.175:

(1) if the offense is a first felony conviction and docs not involve
circumstances described in (2) of this subsection, five years;

(2) if the offense is a first felony conviction, other than for
manslaughter, and the defendant possessed a firearm, used a dangerous instrument, or
caused serious physical injury during the commission of the offense, or knowingly
directed the conduct constituting the offense at a unifo ncd or otherwise clearly
identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional cmninvee [OFFICER), emergency
medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other emergency responder
who was engaged in the performance ot official duties at the time of the offense, seven
years;

(3) if the offense is a second felony conviction. 10 years:

(4) if the offense is a third felony conviction. 15 years.

» See. 3. \S 12.55.125(d) is amended to read:

(d) A defendant convicted of a class B felony may be sentenced to a definite

term of imprisonment of not more than 10 years, and shall be sentenced to the

following presumptive terms, subject to adjustment as provided in AS 12.55.155 *

SCS CSHB 127( )

Sworvxt "ML el [TELSTED TEXT DEACKETIC!



© 00 N o O A W N R

& R B R EBESB

16

WORK DRAFT WORK' DRAFT WORK DRAFT

12.55.175:

(1) if (he offense is a second felony conviction, four years;

(2) if the offense is a third felony conviction, six years;

(3) if the offense is a first felony conviction, and the defendant
knowingly directed the conduct constituting the offense at a uniformed or otherwise
clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee [OFFICER),
emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other emergency
responder who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the time of the

offense, two years.

*Sec. 4. AS 12.55.125(c) is amended to read:

(c; A defendant convicted of a class C felony may be sentenced to a uefmitc
term of imprisonment of not more than five years, and shall be sentenced to the
following presumptive terms, subject to adjustment as provided in AS 1255 155 -
12.55.175:

(1) if the offense is a second felony conviction, two years;

(2) if the offense is a third felony conviction, three years;

(3) if the offense is a first felony conviction, and the defendant
knowingly directed the conduct constituting the offense at a uniformed or otherwise
clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee [OFFICER],
emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other emergency
responder who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the lime of the
offense, one year;

(4) if the offense is a first felony conviction, and the defendant violated
AS 08.54.520(a)(7) - (10), one year.

» Sec. 5. AS 12.55.13501) is amended to read:
(d) A defendant convicted of assault in the fou-th degree upon a uniformed or

otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee
[OFFICER], emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other
emergency responder who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the
time of the assault shall be sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonment of JJO (30)

days.

T SCSCSHB127<  »
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*See. 6. AS 12.55.155(a) is amended to read:
(@) If a defendant is convicted of an offense and is subject to sentencing under
AS 12.55.125(c), (d). (e)(1) - (3 ((d)(2), (d)(2). (c)(1), (c)(2)]. or (i) and

(1) the presumptive term is four years or less, the court may decrease
the presumptive te m by an amount as great as the presumptive term for factors in
mitigation or may increase the presumptive term up to the maximum term of
imprisonment for factors in aggravation;

(2) the presumptive term of imprisonment is more than four years, die
court may decrease the presumptive term by an amount as great as 50 percent of the
presumptive term for factors in mitigation or may increase the presumptive term up
to the maximum term of imprisonment for factors in aggravation.

*Sec. 7. AS 12.55.185 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(14) "peace officer" has the meaning given in AS 11.81.900.

* Sec. 8. This Act applies to all offenses committed on or after the effective date of this

SCS CSHB 127( \ N & :
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA DILL NO. SSSB 52
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Rovision Daio: Dcot. Atroctoo: Alaska Court System
Titio: Capital Punishment for Murder DRU: Ttlal Courls

Componont:
Sponsor Sons. Taylor. Poarco
Requestor COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 766
Expondituros/Rovonuos (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES Fy 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY GO FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES 3759 375.9 375.9 375.9 375.9
TRAVEL 142.2 1422 1422 142 2 142.2
CONTRACTUAL 511.8 511.8 511.8 511.8 511.0
SUPPLIES 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0
EQUIPMENT 317

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS & CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 00 1.0666 1.036 9 1.036 9 1.036.9 1.036 9

| CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | 1 |
jCHANGE IN REVENUES ()| | | | j

FundS ourco (Thousands ot Qptlars)

1G02Fodorai Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 1.060 6 1.036 9 1.036 9 1.036 9 1.036 9
1035 GF/Program Roco pts

1037 GF/Mental Moa'ih

Othor

TOTAL 1.068 6 1.036 9 1.036 9 1.036 9 1.0369
EsJtmijio of anr current >oar(fV 9C) cosr S Mono
PosWons

FutNTimo 40 40 40 40 40
Pad-T.mt 30 30 30 30 30
Temporary 10 10 10 1.0 10

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separato page *>necessary)

Sot attached ana >s i

Prrpa'uJbr C S pmslonsen HI. Start Couniet Pft3«0 264-8229
Agency Atawa Court Srucm Daft

Ajc~rodfcy  Arthur H Snp-den. Il. AdrtMut»rar<ro Quaere* Oato 07/06/96
Agone” Alai*a Court System

I'tTUI'ARIM TO PROVIDE At L DISTIUOUIION COPIES 70 OOVrRNOfTS LEGISLATIVE OH ICE

tf wrw
R*« 1/S« Pago i o* 3



Alaska Court Svslom
Fiscal Analysis
SSSB 5?

Personal Services

Poston

Pro Tom Judgo, Anchorago Trial Courts, 50% vested, PPT, 12 months
Pro Tom Judgo. Anchorago Trial Courts. 50% vostod, PPT. 12 months

Pro Tom Judgo, Fairbanks Trial Courts. 50% vostod. PPT, 6 months
Law Clork L Anchorago Trial Courts, rango 13D, PFT, 12 months
Law Clork I, Anchorago Trial Courts, rango 13D, PFT, 12 months
Law Clork I, Fairbanks Trial Courts, rango 13D, PFT. 12 months

Law Clerk L Anchorago Appollalo Courts, rango 15D. PFT, 12 months

Bailiff. Statewide, range GA. NPP, 24 months

Q!P>Q cost Qt Qnlyting caseload -

Salary Bonolits
$48,300 $29,779
48.300 29,779
24,501 14,933
31.824 13,549
31,824 13.549
36,672 14,835
36.672 14,835
38,184 3.647

Currently, first dogma murdor cases experience JX50H trial rato and last approximately one month. Using this

experience, tho court could expect five mats and to incur approximately 5 months ottrial. The proposed legislation
mil result in approximately 39 months of mat activity (see tury foes m tho contractual section botow) Thorotoro. tho

cost onsetis computed at S/39 ot the expected personnel costs.

Net personal sorvicos

Total
$78,079
70,079
39,434
45,373
45,373
51,507
51,507
41.831
431,183

(55,300)
375.883

Uasod on the hscal noto submitted by the Department ot Law. the court system anhc pates reading additionaljudicial stall to carry tho

xvorhioad ot achvo judges assigned to capital oiionso cases Tho court mil use 50H vostcd pro tom/udgos. Hfnert aro among tho

least-costlyjudicial positions available. Additional la# clerxs are reguirod lot extensive legal rosoarch ot motions and cthor legal

puostions Fundmg is requested tor I*o rpn-pormanent baihtts. »r»ch milson o in tho designated Inal s to

Travnl

Jury sequestration costs - transportation, meals and lodging

10 innoccncc/guilt trials with 18 jurors. 7 days in deliberation each, @ $100 a day

VTA O» ri.MIng ca>.*oad -
Soo offsetnoto in personalservices.

Net travel

126,000

(16.200)
142,200

Death pena rycases aro chen subject to intense mcca exposure. *n<h may initiate changes in venuo Hightury scouostration costs

areannealed duo to lengthy det'Serations-

Jury loos - 10 mnoconcc/guill Ural @ 66 days oach (3 month 18 jurors @ S25 a da,

and 9 sentencing trials CP 22 day each (1 month). 18 jurors (P
Contractual security guard to stall metal detcciors
Transcription fees - 19 transcripts. S.000 pages each at 52 00 a page

Freight lor high socunty equipment kit

QhKtcpfl caseload
Scoollsot noto tn personal sotvtcos

Sxxe JkXU-onjp ncto on contractual costs on the ruut pago

S25 aday

Total contractual scrvico

Not contractualservices _

386,100

10.000
190.000

1.000
587.100

(75,300)
511,800

Pago 2 ol 3



Alaska Court Svstom
Fiscal Analysis (continued)
SSSB 52

Tho Dopartmont ot Law oxpocts to prosocuto 10 capital ottoncos oach year. Capital oltonro trials will bo split Into 2 separate trials with
oach lasting 2 to 6 months. Tho court anticipates extraordinaryjury costs trom calling additionaljurors, extendedjuror soloctlon
Questioning, tho nood tor aitornato jurors and longthy Inals. Tho court anticipates high transcription costs resulting from preparation of

tho voluminous record tor capital ottonso trials.

Supplies

Office and courtroom supplies lor now positions and trials.

Equipment (ono-limo cost)

Standard office equipment and reference materials for law clerks

Portable high security equipment kit. consisting of a walk-through motal detector, temporary

building card key system and video monitoring system. Will bo shipped to trial silo.

Total estimated costs

7.000

6.720

25,000

31.720

S1.068,603

I'4G<« 3 cl 3



ALASKA STATE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION

AFSCME Local 52, AFL-CIO
February 27, 1995

The Honorable Representative Pete Kelly
State Capital Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Kelly,

As the prime sponsor of House Bill 127, 1 am writing to
request your consideration of an Amendment to this
legislation that would include Adult Probation Officers,
Juvenile Probation Officers, Fish and Wildlife Protection
Officers and Nurses who work in Correctional Institutions.

It is my opinion that these state employees are at risk
of assault from persons that they serve in their professional
capacities. As the President of Alaska State Employees
Association, | want to ensure that members of ASEA who are at
risk as a result of their employment, are protected under
this statute. That protection will come in the form of
deterrence of criminal behavior directed against them and
prosecution when an assault does occur.

The amendment 1 am requesting could be added during
hearings on this legislation before either the House
Judiciary Committee or the House Finance Committee.

Additionally, 1 would welcome the opportunity to discuss with
you the specific language contained i ; this proposed
amendment.

Thank you for yiur consideration of this legislative
amendment request to House Bill 127. I can be reached at tho
number above at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

K<
Alaska State Employees Association
American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, Local 52

ANCMORAUF Om Ct jt.'st A*omce FAIMHANKS Om Ct
HOSF i f0 T "R
i aw m x iaj;» fJM.'00 *d» fax mi w suvfam«o:»4f: (k.

70MI1 »TTt 90C &  AJfA TOtt 7tU*r.« XVCAJK™*



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

STATE OF ALASKA
(907) 465-3867 or 463-2-130

F.I\‘i907) 463-2029 130SewardStreet, Suitr 409
Moil Slop 3101 Junrau. Ahsha 99801-2105
MDIORA ND MM January 30, 1995
SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of HB 127 (Work Order No 9-LSO0501\A)
T0: Representative Pete Kelly
FROM: Gerald P Luckhaupt~fch

Legislative Counsel

You liave requested a sectional summary of the abovc-descnbed bill. As a preliminary matter,
please note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered an authoritative
interpretation of the hill - the bill itself is the best statement of its contents

Section 1 of the bill increase the mandatory minimum jail term for assault in the fourth
degree committed against a "peace officer, fire fighter, correctional otficcr, emergency
medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other emergency responder™ from 30
days to 120 days

Section 2 of the bill provides an applicability section

GPL glc
95*098 glc



FEB 28 '95 09:57AM

HPATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

NORTHERN REGIONAL OFFICE
315 Barneno Street #207
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Fax Number: 452*3539
Telephone Number: 451-7762

Fax Numbar: #ofPages: ;. ..
LOCATION:
FROM:
COMMENTS:
AA gt v fid 2
C&UjT Py S K

The information contained in this fax is confidential and/or privilogod. This fax is
intended to bo reviewod by only tho Individual named abovo. If the roader of the
TRANSMITTAL PAGE Is not the Intonded recipient or a representative of the intended
recipient, you aro hereby notified that any review, dissemination or copying of tho fax
or the Information contained horom is prohibited. If you rocoived this fax in error,
ploase immodintely notify tho sonder by tolophone and roturn this fax to the sender
at the abovo address. Thank you.

[y



I\ laslutState legislature

REPRESENTATIVE

PETER KELLY
Mmiinu Addfono
i 19 N Cuanman, Suile 203
Fairbanks. Alaska 99*01
(907) 45G-81G1

House (IDf Hiu'jjrcsentatitu's

February 14, 1995

House State Affairs Committee

The Honorable
Jeannette James. Chairman

HB 127
Fiscal Note Summary:

Department Dollars

Corrections 64.2

Law 0

Public Safety 0
64.2

Total

Whil« <n Jut* mi
Sinto Capitol
Junoau. Alaska
99801-1 182
(907) «105-2327

Houso DISIICI 31
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9*LS0501\R™
Luckhnupt
1/19/96

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 127( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Spooionsi: REPRESENTATIVES KELLY, Parnell
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to penalties for certain offenses committed against a peace
officer, fire fighter, correctional employee, emergency medical technician, paramedic,

ambulance attendant, or other emergency responders.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATYRE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 12.55.125ia) is amended to rcau:
(@) A defendant convicted of murder in the first degree shall be sentenced to
a dctlnite term of imprisonment of at least 20 years but not more than 99 years. A
defendant convicted of murder in the first degree shall be sentenced to a mandatory
term of imprisonment of 99 years when
(1) the defendant is convicted of the murder of a uniformed or
otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, or correctional emnlovce
[OFFICER) who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the time of the
murder:

(2) the defendant has been previously convicted of

SCS CSIIB 127( )
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(A) murder in the first degree under AS 11.41.100 or former

AS 11.15.010 or 11.15.020;

(B) murder in the second degree under AS 1141.110 or former

AS 11.15.030; or

(C) homicide under the laws of another jurisdiction when the
offense of which the defendant was convicted contains elements similar to first
degree murder under AS 11.41.100 or second degree murder under

AS 11.41.110; or

(3) die court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant
subjected the murder victim to substantial physical torture.

*Sec. 2; AS 12.55.125(c) is amended to read;

(c) A defendant convicted of a class A felony may be sentenced to a definite
term of imprisonment of not more than 20 years, and shall be sentenced to the
following presumptive terms, subject to adjustment as provided in AS 12.55.155 *
12.55.175:

(1) if the offense is a first felony conviction and docs not involve
circumstances described in (2) of this subsection, five years;

(2) if the offense is a first felony conviction, other than for
manslaughter, and the defendant possessed a firearm, used a dangerous instrument, or
caused serious physical injur; during the commission of the offense, or knowingly
directed the conduct constituting the offense at a uniformed or otherwise clearly
iden'ified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee [OFFICER], emergency
medical technician, paramedic, amoulance attendant, or other emergency responder
who was engaged in die performance of official duties at the time of the offense, seven
years;

(3) if the offense is a second felony conviction, 10 years:

(4) if the offense is a third felony conviction. 15 years.

» See. 3. AS 12.55.125(d) is amended to read:

(d) A defendant convicted of a class B felony may be sentenced to a definite

term of imprisonment of not more than 10 years, and shall be sentenced to the

following presumptive terms, subject to adjustment as provided in AS 12.55.155 e

SC.S CSHB 127( ) 2.
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12.55.175:

(1) if the offense is a second felony conviction, four years;

(2) if the offense is a third felony conviction, six years;

(3) if the offense is a first felony conviction, and the defendant
knowingly directed the conduct constituting the offense at a uniformed or otherwise
clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee [OFFICER],
emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other emergency
responder who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the time of the
offense, two years.

*Sec. 4. AS 12.55.125(e) is amended to read:

(c) A defendant convicted of a class C felony may be sentenced to a definite
term of imprisonment of not more than five years, and shall be sentenced to the
following presumptive terms, subject to adjustment as provided in AS 12.55.155 -
12.55.175:

(1) if the offense is a second felony conviction, two years;

(2) if the offense is a third felony conviction, three years:

(3) if the offense is a first felony conviction, and the defendant
knowingly directed the conduct constituting the offense at a uniformed or otherwise
clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee [OFFICER],
emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other emergency
responder who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the time of the
offense, one year:

(4) if the offense is a first felony conviction, and die defendant violated
AS 08.54.520(a)(7) - (10), one year.

* Sec. 5. AS 12.55.135(d) is amended to read:

(d) A defendant convicted of assault in the fourth degree upon a uniformed or
otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional eml<>vct»
[OFFICER], emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other
emergency responder who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the
tune of the assault shall be sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonment of

Q U 20 [30] days iLfliejlcfendtintjvioliitnl A3_LL4j.23Q(a)(l) or (2);

< SCS CSHB 127( )
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(2) 30 days if the defendant violated AS 11.41.230(":>'iG).
*See. 6. AS 12.55.185 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(14) “peace officer" has the meaning given in AS 11.81.900.

- Sec. 7. This Act applies to all offenses committed on or after the effective date of this
Act.

SCS CSHB 127( ) -1.
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9-LS0501\M/
Luckhaupt
1/22/96

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 127( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

j Offered:

Referred:

Sponsorls): REPRESENTATIVES KELLY. Parnell
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to penalties for certain offenses committed against a peace
officer, fire fighter, correctional employee, emergency medical technician, paramedic,

ambulance attendant, or other emergency responders.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 12.55.125(a) is amended to read:
(a) A defendant convicted of murder in the first degree shall be sentenced to
a definite term of imprisonment of at least 20 years but not more than 99 years. A
defendant convicted of murder in the first degree shall be sentenced a mandatory
term of imprisonment of 99 years when
(1) the defendant is convicted of the murder of a uniformed or
otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, or correctional employee
[OFFICER] who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the time of the
murder:

(2) the defendant has been previously convicted of

SCS CSIIB 127 )
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(A) murder in the first degree under AS 11.41.100 or former
AS 11.15.010 or 11.15.020;

(B) murder in the second degree under AS 11.41.110 or former
AS 11.15.030; or

(C) homicide under the laws of another jurisdiction when the
offense of which the defendant was convicted contains elements similar to first
degree murder under AS 11.41.100 or second degree murder under

AS 11.41.110; or

3) die court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant

subjected the murder victim to substantial physical torture.
* Sec. 2. AS 12.55.125(c) is amended to read:

(c) A defendant convicted of a class A felony may be sentenced to a definite
term of imprisonment of not more than 20 years, and shall be sentenced to the
following presumptive terms, subject to adjustment as provided in AS 12.55.155 -
12.55.175:

(1) if the offense is a first felony conviction and does not involve
circumstances uescribed in (2) of this subsection, five years:

(2) if the offense is a first felony conviction, iher than tor
manslaughter, and the defendant possessed a firearm, used a dangerous instrument, or
caused serious physical injury during die commission of the offense, or knowingly
directed the conduct constituting the offense at a uniformed or omerwise clearly
identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee [OFFICER), emergency
medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other emergency responder
who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the time of the otfense, seven
years;

(3) if the offense is a second felony conviction, 10 years:

(4) if the offense is a third felony conviction. 15 years.

*Sec. 3. AS 12.55.135(d) is amended to read:

(d) A defendant convicted of assault in the fourth degree upon a uniformed or

otherwise clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee

[OFFICER!, emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance atterdant, or other

S CSB ) wJnderlintl CELTT 7tX7 BPACKTZS
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emergency responder who was engaged in the performance of official duties at the

time of the assault shall be sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonmci;t of J20 [30]

days.

* Sec. 4. AS 12.55.155(e) is amended to read:

* Sec. 5. AS 12.55.185 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

Act.

(€)

If a factor in aggravation is a necessary clement of the present offense, or

requires the imposition of a presumptive term under AS 12.55.125(¢c)(2) [, (d)(3) OR

(e)(3)], that factor may not be used to aggravate the presumptive term. If a factor in

mitigation is raised at trial as a defense reducing the offense charged to a lesser

included offense, that factor may not be used to mitigate the presumptive term.

(14) “peace officer" has the meaning given in AS 11.81.900.
* Sec. 6. AS 12.55.125(d)(3) and 12.55.125(e)(3) are repealed.

* Sec. 7. This Act applies to all offenses committed on or after the effective date of this

»>V
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JMctska jSiatc ~“Legislature

IndncAu
REPRESENTATIVE
Junoau. Alaska
Mailing Address
99801-11Q2
110 N. Cushman, Suite 203
(907) -185-2327
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 4SG.Q161
Hauoo Disirici 31

Jtnuse OiNfJvrpreseittatifres

Sectional

HB 121\

Section 1.Adds correctional employee. Correctional enployees

include nurses and others enployed at our correctional institutions and
tosome of our hardest dffenders.  This provision is for the murder

expased
of one of a palice officer, et d.
Same change, far class A felonies conmitted against a police

Section

2.
officer, et d.

Section 3. The orignal bill, modfied. Raises the mninum m

%?Gicalassault Inst a palice officer fram 30 days to 120 days. ified
eave the assault sentencing at 30 days.

Section 4. Technical change in numbering.

Section 5. Adds a "peace officer” defintion to Title 12, the same
defintion as used inTitde 11. This is a broad defintion including parole
officers, juvenile parde dfficers, VPSO's, dl officers with arrest authority.

Section 6. Gets nd of a presunptive sentenaing fiaw: As drafted the
current presunptive sentencing provision far class C and B felony assault
against a peace dfficer could resut in a lower sentence than for another first
time offense. This change allows the sentence to be increased with the
aggravating factor in AS 12.565.155(c) (13) if the offense wes directed

against a peace dfficer.

The aggravating factor expands the coverage further to include judicial
officerS.” Yes, itgives the judge the gation df increasing sentencing, nat the
mandate to increase sentending, but the current prestmptive seritencing
structure precluded this option.



DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

MEMORANDUM

to: Representative Pete Kcllv
from: Jerry Shriner
re: HB 127

date: January 31,1996

The Department of Corrections supports the efforts to enhance the safety and
security the departments employees as well as the other groups coveted bv this bill.

While there is a cost as indicated on our fiscal note, it seems minimal in pursuit of

this the goals of this bill.

CC:

(entfatak <L

Jerry Shriner
Ifrtul Amuci
Orpvtwrt el (MK tvi

2W Kim, imit IGO0

MH)HUM
in (907) «tS)IW



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 127|(JUD)

1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: Dept. Affected: Corrections
Title: An Act increasing the minimum term...assault on BRU: Statewide Operations
...peace officers.... Component: AIll Institutions
Sponsor: Rep. Kelly
Requester: Senate Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1381
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FYy 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIM S
M ISCELLANEOUS 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64 2
TOTAL OPERATING 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES |
FUND SOURCE ITheusands of Dollnrsl
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
10C4 GF 64.2 64.2 64.2 64 2 64.2 64 2
1005 GF/Prorram Receipts
.1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
total 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64.2 64 2
Estimate of any current yenr (FY96) cost: 5 00
POSTIONS
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This hill would increase the mandatory minimum sentence for assault defined in AS 12.55.135 1d) from 30 to

120 days imprisonment. Thu hill also expands tho coverage to correctional employees.

Because this offonso invo'ves assault on a clearly identified peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee or
cthor justice or omorgoncy personnel, these individuals would serve their sentence in a correctional facility
rather than a CRC ; at a cost of $107.00 per day. Allowing for good time, oach inmate affected would serve
an additional 60 days at $107 per day or $6,420.00. Data concerning assault on this group are not kcp'
separate from other assaults, however, contacts with the Dent, of Law and Dept, of Public Sofotv indicate the

number of convictions will be 10 to 12 per year.

60 X 10 x $107 * 564.200.00 annual cost of increase in minimum sontonce.

Prepared by: Jerry Shurmr Phono
Division: Commissioner's Office Date'
Approved by Commissioner: Margaret Kimh Date

Agency Department c* Corrections

PffEPARCN TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For furthti 0 JI'-tui.on -Atormalior. caS the Governor's legislative Othce

Pag* t :! |



Work Draft

1/24/96
FISCAL NOTE
, STATE OF ALASKA HILL NO. scsHB 127 JUD)
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Dato: 1/28/96 Dept. AHccted: Department of Law
Title: penalties lot certain offenses committed against 8RU: Criminal Division
apeace officer, fire tighter, corrections employee...* Component: Criminal Division
Sponsor: Representative Kelly
Requester: Senate Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 2085
Expondituros/Rovenuos (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIM S
M ISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
(CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 1 1 1 1 1 1
CHANGE IN REVENUES [
FUND SOURCE fThousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1CO0A GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Otfrr
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimoto of any currant your (FY95) coit: S 0.0
POSfTIONS
FULL-TIME 00 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0
PART-TIME

temporary

ANALYSIS: IAnach a separate page it necessary)

This bill amends various criminal statutes prescribing mandatory terms of imprisonment for crimes com mitted
against emergency personnol (pcaco officers, firo fighters, correctional officers, and other emergency
responders) to change tho term ‘correctional officer* to ‘correctional employee.* Tho bill has the effect of
extending these mandatory sentencing provisions to crimes against non-uniform correctional cmployeos. such as
nurses, cooks and maintenance workers, who also work in tho stato's correctional institutions. Tho bill also
raises the minimum penalty for physical assault against a peace officer or emergency responder from 30 days to
120 days of incarceration. Finally, tho bill changes a presumptive sentencing flaw for class C and B telonics
against a peace officer. This change clarifies that a sentence may bo increased with tho aggravating factor in
AS 12.55.155(0(13) if the offense is directed against a judicial off.cor or pcaco officer or other emergency
responder. These changes will not causo a fiscal impact for the Department of Law.
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Agency: Department nt law
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA HILL NO. CSIilLU7_ Nudl

1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

/vision Date: January 29 19PG Dopt Affected Adfrmistration
Title 'An Act increasing the minimum term of imprisonment BRU Pubt»c Defender Agency
for assaults in the fourth degree...* Component Eu&lic.Dcf?” ¢ r Asgn<T/-
Sponsor Roo Koliv
Requestor: iSIjud

COMPONENT SERIAL NO 1631

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Pollan)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES Fy 97 Fy 98 Fy 99 FYOO

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND S STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 00

Fy 01 FY 02

00 00 00 00 00

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0 1 o 1 91 .. 9.1 0

| CHANGE INREVENUES ( ) | Q I o1 . 9 1 Q 1 0 1 0 i

FUND SOURCE: (Thousands of Ocn.vs>

11002 Federal Receipts
11003 GF Match
,#004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Hca;th

OTHER
JOTAI _ 0.0. _0.0. 00

Estimate of any current year (FY 96) cost: S -0-
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

00 00 00

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate pa”c Anecessary )
There u no Tikil impact to the Public Defender Affency
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"Munse ODf "Representatives

Sponsor Statement

House Bill 127

"An Act increasing the minimum term of imprisonment for assaults in the fourth degree
committed against a peace officer, fire fighter, correctional employee, emergency
medical technician, paramedic, ambulance attendant, or other emergency
responders.”

it is the intent of this bill to enhance a senous tool for police officers and ethers on tho
front line. It will increase the seventy of punishment for acts committed against a police
officer while in the performance of official duties.

This bill sends a clear message to individuals that once the police arnve the fight must
stop. Alaska is not sending in our "tag team blue” for the next round. Expanding the
fracas to include a police officer will result in jail time.

Although initially intended as a tool for police, it has even more meaning when applied
to individuals with even less training or expectation of dealing with persons physically.
Volunteers responding to a medical emergency, or fire are neither equipped nor
trained to handle assault or violence directed against their persons.

Correctional employees are now included m this bill, within the confines of their official
duties The inclusion of correctional employees provides an opportunity for the
"message"” this bill sends to spread among those offenders currently in pnson. before

they return to tho streets.

SPONSOR STATEMENT



Smpcrinr (Court
g|O|C of Alaska 6W BARNETTE STREET

Channtofi ot FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

RICMARO D. SAVELL Judgo 99701

September 28, 1995

The Honorable Peter Kelly

Alaska State Legislature

House of Representatives

119 N. Cushman Street, Suite 203
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Representative Kelly:

Thank you for sending me your new draft of HB 127 for
review. Section 6 appears to correct the legislature®s oversight
as found in Edwin v. State. 762 P.2d 499 (Alaska App. 1988).

I have encountered what 1 believe to be a more basic
problem with the sentencing scheme for first time felony offenders
who are convicted of third degree assault for conduct "knowingly
directed at a police officer.” While the inclusion of a presump—
tive sentence of one year was undoubtedly intended to elevate the
seriousness with which this offense 1is treated for sentencing, 1in
some rocpocts it has the opposite effect. Let me give you an
example.

Consider what night bo a typical third degree assault.
The defendant, who has boon convicted of DWI and/or disorderly
conduct in tho past (both misdemeanors) 1is a first felony offender.
His Assault 3* conviction arises from him firing or otherwise using
a gun in a dangerous and threatening manner. The offense and the
offender®s history suggest tho need for alcohol abuse evaluation
and treatment and anger nanagomont counseling.

If tho victim 1is a civilian neighbor, a judgo can sen—

tence tho defendant to more than one yoar, roquiring tho offender
to oorvc some time and suspend othor time (e.g., 18 months with 12

SUPPOFUING DOCUMENTS
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months suspended.) The suspended time allows for probation super—
vision. The offender can then be monitored for a period of years.

The judge can also require that the person attend anger management
and alcohol treatment as conditions of probation. If the person

violates the law or fails to get the treatment, the judge can
impose the suspended year of imprisonment. This sentence can thus
be used to monitor, require treatment to aid rehabilitation, and
give the additional year of jail time if the defendant does not
comply with the treatment requirement.

The possibility of a sentence in excess of one year and
treatment and suspended time does not exist if the victim is a law
enforcement officer. Under the same facts, the offender would have
to be given a presumptive sentence of one year. Because no aggra-
vators are found by <lear and convincing evidence"” to apply, the
sentence cannot be enhanced nor may any portion of the time be
suspended. This also means that the court may not order probation.
This means the defendant will not be supervised after the year 1is
served. Without probation, the court may not require the defendant
to get any treatment after being released from jail.

Under this analysis, there are less "teeth” and less
protection in the case with the presumptive sentence than with the
other. This has been a source of frustration for me in my sen—
tencing role.

My purpose 1is to identify a problem, not to endorse any
particular solution. Among other possible solutions would be
converting "knowing conduct directed at a peace officer” 1into an
aggravating factor in presumptive and non-presumptive cases [see
Wylie v. State. 797 P.2d 651 (Alaska App. 1970)) or converting the
presumptive sentence into a mandatory minimum sentence.

I hope you find this information helpful. Thank you for
seeking my input. I am sorry for the delay 1in responding. My
trial schedule has been particularly taxing of late.

Sincerely,

RICHARD D.
Prosiding Judgo

RDS:bjo






DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

o STATE OF ALASKA
tW'i Jfif.jst’ or 4f>1.21)) , oo
f Jf,*-2029 | w.svhu 1) Street Suite 4iig

\tini _sio/) sim Juiu'tiu. Jt.iku VVS0I-210}
MiLM-OJLV-N-ILIM August 17. 1995
SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of CSIIB 158(lin) am (cl. rls ptld) (ofd lid)

(Work Order No. 9-LS0328\K)

TO: Senator Robin Taylor
Attn: Terry "V '
FROM: Michael I:. Ford

Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary maMer. note that a sectional summary of a hill should not be considered an
authoritative interpretation ot the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its contents.
If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set of
circumstances, please advise.

Section I. Purpose section.

Section 2. Requires that a civil action for personal injury, death, or property damage must
be tiled within eight years of either substantial completion of construction alleged to be the
cause of the injury, death, or property damage, or the last act alleged to be the cause of the
injury’, death, or property damage. Provides that the exception for a person less than 18 years
of age contained in AS 09.10.140(a) does not apply to this section. Provides that the eight
year limit does not apply to certain civil actions, including an action in which damages are
caused by exposure to a hazardous substance, intentional acts or gross negligence, fra >d
breach of a warranty, or to injuries caused by a defective product. Provides that the eight
year limit does not apply if certain facts are intentionally concealed, or if a shorter time
period imposed under another section of law would apply. Provides that the eight year limit
does not run in periods during which an undiscovered foreign body with no therapeutic or
diagnostic elfect exists in the body of the injured person. Without this section, a person has
two years from the time the person knows or should know of their claim, in which to file a
civil action.

H'CtiunJ. Technical amendment.
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Section 4. Provides that the general limit for bringing a civil action for personal injury,
death, or property damage is two years, which is the limit under existing law. IJndcr this
section, the two year limit would not apply it another provision of law would result in a
shorter period. Also, the two-year period would begin to run when the person discovers or
should have discovered their injury. This section also deletes an exception for a person
under 18 years ofage. which effectively imposes a two-year limit regardless of the age of the
person who is injured. IInder existing law a person under age 18 has two years after they
reach age IS in which to lile a civil action.

@ection 5. Limits the damages that may be recovered for noneconomic damages (or pain mid
suffering injuries) to S300.000. except that certain injuries described under subsection (c) are
limited to $500,000. Provides for an annual CPI adjustment to the limits imposed under
subsections (b) and (c). Also under subsection (e), the limits of S300.000 or $500,000 do not
apply if the injuries were caused by a person who was committing a felony. Provides that
when multiple injuries are sustained in one accident, for purposes of this section they are
treated as one injury.

mSection 0. Requires that punitive damages may not be awarded unless there is clear and
convincing evidence of i utrageous conduct. Outrageous conduct includes acts done with
malice or bad motives or reckless indifference to the interest ofanother person. This section
specifies what kind of evidence is required in order for a court to award punitive damages.

Section 7. Limits an award of punitive damages to three times the amount of compensatory
damages or $300,000. whichever is greater. Provides an exception for injuries caused by a
person committing a felony. Requires that if punitive damages are aw arded, that one-half
of the amount must be given to the state.

Section 8. Requires that ifa judgment is paid under a periodic payment schedule, the court
must require security for the payments, unless the stale, a self-insured municipality or an
insurer agrees to pay the judgment.

Section 9. Requires thatajudgment requiring periodic payments, must specify any increases
for inflation. Adds a definition of inflation.

Section 10. Limits the damages that can bo recovered in a civil action, to amounts in excess
ofamounts received from collateral sources. Provides that collateral sources that have a right
ofsubrogation, death benefits under life insurance, and workers' compensation benefits may
not be used to reduce a damage award. Allows a person defending a claim to introduce
evidence of certain collateral benefits. Prohibits a person who provides a collateral benefit
used to reduce a damage award from seeking reimbursement for the collateral benefits.
I uder existing law. a defendant may introduce evidence of collateral benefits that do not
have a right of subrogation under law or contract. The court is required to make a reduction
m damages awarded, if the claimant would receive a double recovery and value of the
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benefits exceeds the cost of obtaining the collateral benefits. The significant difference
between existing law and this section appears to be the point at which collateral benefits are
considered. Under existing law. collateral benefits are factored in after the claimant receives
an award, whereas under this section collateral benefits become a trial issue and the claimant
cannot recover damages that exceed certain collateral benefits.

Section I1. Requires the jury to determine the percentage of fault allocated to each person
responsible for damages, regardless of whether the person is named as a party or not. 1Jnder
existing law fault is only allocated among the parties to the lawsuit.

Section 12. Provides that an assessment of fault against a person who is not a party, may
only be used as a measure for determining fault of a named party and does not subject a
person who is not a party to civil liability.

Section 13. Changes the penalty for failing to accept an offer of judgment that is more
favorable than obtained after litigation. Existing law adjusts the interest on a judgment,
whereas under this section the penalty consists of costs and reasonable attorney fees.

Section 14. Changes the rate of interest on a judgment from a fixed 10.5 percent, to a
floating rate equal to three percent above the federal discount rate.

Section 15. Prohibits an award of prejudgment interest for future economic or noneconomic
damages, or punitive damages.

Technical amendment.

Section 17. i his section enacts a new statute that establishes qualifications in order to
provide expert testimony on the issue of the appropriate medical standard of care in medical
malpractice claims.

Section 18. Adds definitions of "professional negligence" and "professional services" for
purposes of medical malpractice claims.

Section 19. Provides that a hospital is not liable for acts or omissions of a health care
provider who is not an employee or actual agent of the hospital. Requires the hospital to post
notice of those health care providers who are not employees. This provision is intended to
reverse a decision of Alaska Supreme Court in Jackson v. Powers. 743 P.2d 1376 (Alaska
1987). In jackson the court held that a hospital was liable for acts of a physician, even if the
phy sician was not an employ ee.

Section 20. Prohibits a person who sutlers personal injury or death, or the person's estate,
from recovering damages lor injury or death if the injury or death occurred while the person
was committing a felony and the act substantially contributed to the injury or death
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Section 21. Requires that papers in a civil action must be signed by at least one attorney
representing that party, except that in a situation when a party is not represented by an
attorney the party must sign. Provides that the signature constitutes certification that the
paper is factually based and warranted by existing law. that it is not asserted to harass or
delay litigation. Requires the court to impose sanctions for violating this section.

Section 22. Repeals AS 09.55.548. relating to collateral benefits
Section 23. Court rule change section lor Civil Rule 95.
Section 24. Severability clause.

Section 25. Applicability section providing that the Act applies to a cause of actions
accruing on or after the effective date of the Act.

MFF:Imb
95*245.hub
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M ethodology

..M ode Telephone Survey

Universe Alaska Registered Voters
Sample Size , N=500

Margin ofError /. 4.4%

Field Dates January 12, 13,14,16
E/\-/\/l : ‘i : | I-* ' -

. . 56 questions;
t : :
ing Approximately 15 minutes
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Mood of Alaska

Do you fedl things in Alaska are generally going in the right direction or do you fed! things have
prettyserlwslygd_tmdfmtrewagt r‘?

- n
m  Righl Dircchon

0o Wrong Track

g Don'l Know

w AIAK IONIUS AQl GCOVPANY Alaska Voters: | awsutl Abuse Survey +January 1996



Lacbalnty System Status

Thinking abaut the legal system here in Alaska, do you fed the present lidility system is working
well and should nat be changed, or do you fedl the present Iidjlﬁrysystemhasproblelmard
should e improved? ((2)

System Has Problems/
Should be Improved
43%

System Working Don't Know
Well/No Change 32%
26%

I System working welt/no change
N System tins problems/ should ho improved

I~1 Don't Know

« <TAIITTION KISI AIU TU OMI'AW /Uisfci Voters Lawsuit Abuse Sunvy «January 1996



Problems with Lisbilrty Court System

Whet are some o the problens with Alaska’s liaility court system thet should e changed or

inproved? (B) =214

First Second

Men*;ions Men[y:ions
Too much money rewarded 17 17
Need new laws 14 27
Too easy to file lawsuits 14 22
Too many lawsuits 9 11
Fraud/Personal greed 9 9
Greedy//Unethical lawyers 7 10
Ties up the courts 7 8
Take resources away from real problems 3 4
Hurts innocent people 2 4
Everything ” *
Other mentions 4 4
Don't know/refused 14 14

(r «<1AtI ro\ H s AGOI GCOVPANY Atusk i Voters Laivsurl Abuse Survey -January 1996



Recall: Lawyer Advertisemants

On a related sulject, lanyers, like businesses, sometimes try to reach customers
advertising. Have you seen or heard any advertisements for lawyers recently? (04)

w ¢ MIAMI M>\ HI SI M« II ( OMI"ANt /Vis*.1 Voter* I.m w t Al't/w Survey mw uiry |;VW



Recall: Legal System Reform

One issue thet has come up is reforming the state's legal system to reduce the nuoer of
frivolous lawsuits being filed. On this issue, have you seen, heard or read anything in the news

lately? (05)

Seen Heard Read

Don't Know/
Refused

W e<ILWILIONIL si alu'n (OVIPANF Al,Votrrr- LuvsiZifAbusr Survoy minu,ir\> 1970



Hvolous Lavsurts Problem mAlaska

Fromwhal you have heard about the issue of frivolous lawsuits, how serious a protlemwould
you say they are in Alaska? Are frivolous lansuits... (06)

Extremely/very
serious problem

Somewhat serious problem
Not very/not at all serious problem

Don't Know/Refused

=7
40 %

PP' o (I Mil ins uis| COMPANY IUIStk.l Vofrvs L.WfSllit Ahutc SIN\Oy e 1970



Negative Impact of Hvolous Lawsurts
on Alaska Economy

Some people say Ihere are too many frivolous lawsits being filed in Alaska and tret they are

having a negative inpact on our

, others di

sagree. How much negative inpact do you

econany;,
think mvolous lawsuits are having on the Alaska economy? Would you say they are having... (07)

Extremely/very
serious problem

Somewhat serious problem

Not very/not at all serious problem

Don't Know/Refused

wi I'<MAIIl fON KIM AlICII COMPANY

10

37

23

14

z7

20 30 40 %

Aknkii VOfTVS Lowsmi Abuse Survey *January 1090



Too Many Lawsurts \s. Not Enough
People BExercising Rigtt

Which of tho fallowing statements comes closer to your opinion regarding tre liahlity law
systen? And would tret be strongly or somewhat nnrecl)ljlze your opinion? (QB)

Some people say: There are too many lawsuits being filed in Alaska those days.

Other people say: Not enough people in Alaska are exorcising their right to sue.
Not Enough
Exercising Their Right
15%
Too Many
Lawsuits
Don't 67%
Know
19%

®  Too many lawsuits/strongly

®  Too many lawsuits/somewhat

O Don't Know

O Not enough exorcising their right/somewhat

0O Not enough exercising their right/strongly

W CHAIM ION IMSI Mt( Il COMPANY Alaska Voters Lawsuit Abuse Sun> v- January 1096



People Taking Advantage \s.
System shir

Which of the fallowing staterments comes closer to your opinion? And would that e strongly o
somawhat nore like your opinion? ((9)

Some people say: Too many peoplo arc taking unfair advantage of the system in order to get
their hands on large damage awards.

Other peoplo say: Although it may have some loopholes, tho system is fair in nearly all cases.

System is Fa

27 %
Too Many People
Taking Advantage
62%
Don't
Know
11% ®  Too many people taking advantage/strongly

®  Too many people taking advantage/somewhat
O Don't Know
0 System is fair/'somewhat

0O System is fair/strongly

Wi *ms< |l MU 10M U SIAIU Il COMPANY Vofois. L.nvstut Abuse Survey «J.vni,iry V.VH)



W

Agree/Disagree Statenents
Ranked by Agree

Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the fallowing staterments aloout frivolous
lansuts in the Ilzﬂgy Iaw em Fivolous lawsuits are lawsuits thet are unnecessary in marny

people’s views.

Frivolous lawsuits have caused higher
insurance premiums for everyone.

(Q15)

Fear of frivolous malpractice suits
causes doctors to practice defensive
medicine which has raised health care

costs. (Q14)

The number of frivolous lawsuits
delays compensation to legitimate
victims. (Q16)

Frivolous civil lawsuits are the main
reason the civil courts are so clogged
and cases are delayed. (Q10)

*Strongly Agree

‘JUILAIU ion risiakcii company

would thet be a somewhat or strongly (agree/disagree)? (Q10-16)

Don't
Agree Disagree Know
% % %
87 (64)* 8
80 (55) 13
73 (44) 15 12
68 (37) 19 13

At.iskn Voters Lawsuit Abuse Survey =January t90fl



Agree/Disagree Statements Q. 2)

Please tdl me whether you

Ranked by Agree
agree or disagree with the fdlowing staterments about frivolous

lavsuits inthe "aﬂgy IaNsystem Frivolous lawsuits are lawr uits thet are unnecessary in many

people’s views.

Frivolous lawsuits have increased the
cost of medical care in Alaska. (Q11)

| am afraid that one day I, or someone
in my family or my business, will be
the victim of a frivolous lawsuit. (Q12)

Frivolous lawsuits have increased the
cost of consumer products in Alaska.

(Q13)

*Strongly Agree
wh = [IAKLION Id S'/AKQI COMANV

would thet be a somewhat or strongly ( .gree/disagree)? (Q10-16)

Don't

Disagree Know

% %

66 (40)* 18 16
61 (28) 31 9
55 (27) 27 18

AlarXiValors Lawsuit Ahuso Stirvny «January IMG



Proposals 1o Address Arivolous Lawsuits
Ranked by Favor

People have mentioned a nunber of different proposals to address the issue of frivolous
lansuits. Please tdl me whether you would favor ar oppose each o the fallowing proposals.

And would thet be somewhat or strongly (favor/oppose)? (Q17-29) Don't
Favor Oppose Know

% % %

A proposal that would make jurors aware of 86 (68)* 10 5

all the different sources of compensation an
injured party has already received before
trial, and stop injured parties from secretly
collecting twice for the same injury without
the jury's knowledge. (Q24)

A proposal that will stop forcing someone 84 (59) 9 7
who is found only 10% responsible to pay

100% of a damage award, and instead

require them only to pay their percentage of

fault and no more. (Q27)

A proposal to strengthen the penalties and 83 (58) 9 8
fines against attorneys who are guilty of
iImproper client solicitation. (Q21)

*FavorStrongly

El 9QIAKL.TONRISIACI COVRPANY Alaska Voters Lawsuit Abuse Survey manuary 1996



Proposals 1o Address Hivolous Lawsuits
Ranked by Favor (p.2)

People have mentioned a nunber of different proposals to address the issue of frivolous
lansuts. Please tel e whether you would favor ar gppose each of the falloning proposals.

And would thet be somewhat or strongly (favor/oppose)? (QL7-29) Don't
Favor Oppose Know

% % %

A proposal to prohibit lawsuits by individuals 80 (61)* 12 8

for injuries sustained in the commission of a
felony. (Q28)

A proposal to limit medical expert winesses 80 (56) 12 8
who can testify in trials to currently licensed

doctors who have practiced the medical

specialty being questioned sometime within

the last ten years. (Q26)

A proposal requiring harsher penalties for 80 (53 14 6
people who bring or aid in bringing a frivolous
lawsuit. (Q22)

A proposal to limit the percentage a personal 78 (53) 15 8
injury trial lawyer can receive as a fee from
any settlement or award from the client. (Q17)

*FavorStrongly

PT VH'HAK|TON KTS”AKCH COMPANY Alaska Votrrs Lawsuit Alnisn Surwy *January W9H



Proposals to Address Hvolaus Lawsuits
Ranked by Favor (p.3)

People have mentioned a number of different proposals to iddress the issue of frivolous
lansuits. Please tel nme whether you would favor or gppose each of the falloning proposals.
And would thet be somewhat or strongly (favor/oppose)? (QL7-29)

Don't
Favor Oppose Know
% % %
A proposal to limit the ability of convicted 76 (58) 18 5
felons in prison to bring liability lawsuits.
(Q23)
A proposal that would reduce to TEN 75 (53) 17 8
years the time limit allowed to file a
lawsuit for an injury someone is claiming
happened years ago in the past. (Q29B)**
A proposal that would reduce to SIX years 73 (49) 20 8

the time limit allowed to file a lawsuit for
an injury someone is claiming happened
years ago in the past. (Q29A)**

*FavorStroneg
** Split Sample

w s<HALL ION11s ACIT COVPANY Alaska Voters: Lawsuit Abuse Survey -January WDG



Proposals to Address AHvolous Lawsurts
Ranked by Favor (p.4)

People have mentioned a number of different proposals to adaress the issue of frivolous
lansuts. Please tell me whether you would favor or oppase each of the fdloning proposals.

And would thet be somewhat or strongly (favor/oppose)? (017-29) Don't
Favor Oppose Know

% %6 %

A proposal requiring that disputes of less 73 (44)* 17 10

than $100,000 automatically go to
arbitration or mediation before going to a
jury trial. (Q20)

A proposal that puts a limit on punitive 66 (38) 19 15
damage awards by juries to three times
economic and pain and suffering damages.

(Q25)

A proposal requiring the loser of a lawsuit 63 (35) 28 9
to pay legal fees for both sides. (Q19)

Having a no-fault insurance system where 49 (24) 39 13
people involved in accidents receive

insurance payments from their own

insurance company regardless of who is at

fault. (Q18)

4Favor Strongly

P] < IIAItl ION KI.SI AKCH COMPANY Alaska Votes. Lawsuit Abuse Survrv «January 1006



P)

Impact of Lawsurt Reforms

and 1would like you to el me if you thirk these groups
would be helpedor hurt by al these lansut liaility reform proposals 1just read you. (QB0-37)

Now;, 1am going to read you a list of groups,

Small businesses (Q31)

Doctors and other
medical professionals (Q36)

Taxpayers (Q33)

People with
legitimate lawsuits (Q34)

Large corporations (Q32)
Insurance companies (Q35)

Personal injury lawyers (Q30)

People with
frivolous lawsuits (Q37)

( I1Aid 1ON HI STARCH COMPANY

Helped

20

0 Hud

40

60 80 100 %

Alaska Voles Lawsuit Ahuso Survoy -January 1096



Name 1D. /7Favorability

There hes been somre talk about reformiing the liallity lavw system  Id like to read you a brief list
of groups and individuals who might § out on this tapic.  For each one, on a scale of one
five where one means you don't trust thet group or individual at dl, and five means you trust thet
group or individual conletely, please tell me how nuch you trust each on this topic. (Q33-44)

Trust Neutral £3 Don't Trust O Don't Know

Local small business owners (Q43)
Local Chamber of Commerce (Q42)
Medical Doctors (Q41)

Hospitals (Q44)

Alaska Trial Lawyers
Association (038)

Insurance companies (Q39)

Personal injury lawyers (Q40) T@B*h@fBZ}WS&

ATairnvrri'i'iYnvrrrreri'Vv'ivrrri'iVi mYiYiY>4 iVt YIVE Y>Y Yy

0 20 40 60 80 100%
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W

Candidate Endorsed by Persomal

Injury Trial Lawyers

Wbuld you be nore likely to vote FOR or more likely to vote AGAINST a candidate for state
office who wes endorsed by personal injury tria lawyers? And would thet be somewhat or much

nmore likely to vote (for/against)? (Q454)

%
100

90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20- 9%

10

More Likely to
Vote For

. <IIAMI'r<)N Id s| Mi* Il COMPANY

69%

rv

41

.\

More Likely to
Vote Against

O Somewh.it

m  Much

22%

Don't
Know

Voters Lawsirt At'uo Sunoy manuary 1996



Candidate Accept

Ing Campaign Contributions

from Persomal Injury Trial Lawyers

Would you be nore likely lo vote FOR or nore likely to vote AGAINST a candidate for state

office who accepts canpaign contributions fram personal
i%ely tovote (for/against)? (4513

somewhat or much nore |

%
100

90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20 9%

10

More Likely to
Vote For

1 «CIAU IHV As| Ad I COVPANY

66 %

More Likely to
Vote Against

inury tna lawyers? And would thet e

O Somewhat

Much

Don't
Know

Alaska Voters lawsiel Ahise Surxey «Janthiry 1996



Should Governor Sign

Frivolous Lawsult Reform?

If the State Legislature passes a liahility reform measure aimed at reducing fivolous lawsuits, do
you think the govermor should sign it? (Q46)

Yes

Don't Know
10%

m Yes
o No

Don!
Know

w. CIIMU TON 1(].S| AU tICOMI'ANY Alaska Voters LawsuitAbuse Survey *January



Time Lived Iin Alaska

How long have you lived in Alaska? (Q47)

<l year
1-3 years
4-10 years
11+ years

Don’'t Know/Refused

O 10 20 30 40 50 60 /O 80 90 100%

||:| *IIAR ton H S AU Il GCOVPANY Atv-k.i Veins LawsuitAbuse Survey mJanuary 1596



Ever Involved in Personal Injury Lawsuit

Have you or anyone in your household ever been involved ina personal injury lawsuit? (Q48]

Yes

No

Don’'t Know/Refused

O 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%

IF) kociiaiii ionnist,AUCHcompany Alaska Voters Lawsuit Abuse Survey manuary 1996



Ever Served on a Jury

Have you ever served on ajury in aavil — thet is, a non-criminal — oourt case? (049)

No
83%

m Yes O Don't Know/Rofused

O No

pr m( LAItI ION'(IM/MUIlI COMPANY Alaska Voters | awsuit Alwsn SUrVey « January 1996



Favorite Radio Station

What type of radio station do you listen to most? (Q0)

Country & western music 26%
Classic rock and roll 21
News talk/sports talk 17
Oldies/easy listening 16
Public radio/NPR 15
Contemporary pop music 9
Classical music 7
Christian radio 7
Modern/new wave/alternative rock 7
Jazz 5
Soul/Rap 1
Other 3
Don’'t Know/Refused 6

LAKII'ON 1U.SIIAHCII COMPANY Alaska Vntrrs Lawsuit Abuse Survey -January =<



EeRANYE

44 Montgomery Street Suite 1710
San Francisco. California 94104
415S81-2343° Fax415/981-4850

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

#624
ALASKA: LAWSITT ABUSE
AGGREGATE
November 1995
(n=500j
Interviewer: Dale:
Time Start:
Time End: Record:
Male  *480
Female *52
A. Is JASK FOR NAME ON LIST) available?
Y S ittt et I IC'ONTINI'EI
NO o 2
|ASK WHEN WOH.l) BE A GOOD TIME TO REACH
HIM/HER |
Hi. I'm from the Charlton Research Company, a national research firm

We re talking with people in your area today and would like to ask you a few questions.

1 Do you feel things in Alaska arc generally going in the right direction or do you feel thing’
h .vc pretty seriously gotten off on the w-rong track0

Right DIreCtioN........coveiviiieiiiieeeee e 58Cr
WIONG TraCK. ..o 26
Don't Know (DO NOT READ] ..o 16

Now I'd like you to think about the issue of liability lawsuits -- the lawsuits where a person claims
to be injured and sues for money to pay for damages.

2 Thinking about the legal system here in Alaska, do you feel the presen’ liability system is
working well and should not be changed, or do you feel the present liability system has
problems and should be improved?

System working well/no change.........ccccccocevvvvvinnnne. 266G« |SKil* TO Q4J
System has problems/should be improved.............. 43
Don’t Know (DO NOT READ]...cccciiiiiiiinnnns 32 (SKIP TO Q4J



IIF LIAS PROBLEMS IN Q2, ASK:]
3. What arc some of the problems with Alaska’s liability court system that should be changed
or improved? (PROBE:] Is there anything else? jn=214j

First Total
Mentions Mentions

Too much money rewarded..........ccoccoeveienenennnenn . 1% 17t
Need NEW TaWS.....ccoiiiiiiirieeee s 14 27
Too easy to file lawsuits . 14 22
TOO MaNy laWSUILS.....cccvieririiirereee e 9 n
Fraud/Personal greed........cccoeieieneneinieninecee - 9 9
Grecdy//Uncthical lawyers........cccccoovivvevieienenninne 7 10
Ties up the COUNS......coviiiiiiieee e 7 8
Take resources away front real problems................. 3 4
Huns innocent people.......cccoevveievveieiesesesieene 2 4
EVerything.....ccoooeiiiieeee e

Other MEeNtioNS.........cocevrerereirere e 4 4
Don't KNOW/refused..........cooeeeieneiiencneeeecseene 14 14

4. On arelated subject, lawyers, like businesses, sometimes try to reach customers through
advertising. Have vou seen or heard anv advertisements for lawyers rcccnth 1

YES % e e —— * 60ft
N O et et e e 40
Don't Know (DO NOT READ]...cccccovvveiviviienne *

5. One issue that lias come ip is reforming the state’s legal system to reduce the number of
frivolous law suits being tied. On this issue, have you seen, heard or read anything in the
news lately?

YESISEEN ettt ettt lift
YESINBAUL oo 7
N Y A LT Lo PSR 8
N o TR 73
Dont Know/Refused M)() NOT READ] 1

6. From what you have heard about the issue of froolous lawsuits, how serious a problem
would you say they are in Alaska? Arc frivolous lawsuits...[READ LIST:]

An extremely serious problem .........ccccceeeveiiinennn, 8ft
A very Serious problem.........cconiniiniieiee, 18
A somewhat serious problem........ccccociiiiiniiiinns 36
Not a very serious problem..........ccccooviiiiiiiiiiens 19
Not at all a serious problem........cccccoceiiieiiineinnnn 6
Don't Know/Refused (DO NOT READ] 14

CHARLTON RtSIARCIt COMI'AM  Ittriun 2 37*\l PIC, *



7. Some people say there arc too many frivolous lawsuits being filed in Alaska and that they
are having a negative impact on our economy; others disagree. How much negative impact
do YOU think frivolous lawsuits are having on the Alaska economy? Would you say they ce

having...
An extremely negative impact.....ninies 891
A very negative impact..niieireeeeee e 18
A somewhat negative impact ..., 37
Not a very negative impact ... 15
NO negative iMPacCt ..o 8
Don't Know/Refused (DO NOT READ] 14

8, Which of the following statements comes closer to your opinion regarding the liability law
system? [WAIT FOR RESPONSE, ASK:) And would that be strongly or somewhat
more like your opinion?

Some people say: There are too many lawsuits being filed in Alaska these days.
Other people say: Not cnouch people in Alaska are exercising their right to sue.
Too many lawsuits/strongly ... 379? 67 9?
Too main lawsuits/somewhat.......ininn. 30
Don't Know (DO NOT READ] e, 19
Not enough exercising their right/somewhat 1
Not enough exercising their right/strongly 4 15r>

9 Which of the following statements comes closer to your opinion0 [WAIT FOR
RESPONSE. ASK:) And would that be stronglx or somewhat more like your opinion’
Some people say: Too many people are taking unfair advantage of the system m order
to get their hands on large damage awards.

Other people *>av Although it may have some loopholes, the system is fair in nearly all
cases.
Too many people taking advantage/strongly 399? 629
Too manv people taking advantaec/somcwiiai 23
Don't Know (DO NOT READ) e 11
System is fair/somewhat.......coeovnicinncice 22
System is fair/strongly 5 279?

CHARLTON RESEARCH COMPANY  F**rum i. 1*** - 3« t'\t



Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statements about frivolous lawsuit*
in the liability law system. Frivolous lawsuits are lawsuits that arc unnecessary in many people's
views. [WAIT FOR RESPONSE, ASK:] And would that be a somewhat or strongly
(agree/disagree)? [ROTATE Q10 *Q16]

10. Frivolous ci vil lawsuits are the main reason the civil courts arc so clogged and cases arc

delayed.
AGree/StronglV ....ocveeeecececeese e 37% 68%
AQrec/SOMCWhHAL........cccvvieieecc e 31
Don't Know [DO NOT READ]...cccoiiiiiiniinnns 13
Disagree/SOmewWhat...........cccoevverevesesieriene e, 13
Disagree/strongly ... 6 19%
11. Frivolous lawsuits have increased the cost of medical care in Alaska.
AGree/: Jrongly ..o 40% 66%
AQree/SOmMeWhaL..........ccceereie e 26
Don't Know [DO NOT READ]....ccccooiiiiiiiine. 16
Disagree/Somewhat...........ccoevrereineneneseesese e 13
Disagree/strongly.......ccccveviiieeienenie e 5 18%

12. lam afraid that one day I. or someone in my family or my business, will be the victim ol a
frivolous lawsuit.

AGree/strongly ... 28% 61%
ACICC/SOMCWNAL........oiiiiiiie e 33

Don't Know [DO NOT READ)...cccoiiiiiiiinnnnns 9
Disagree/SOmewWhat..........ccooovereienineneieese e 20
Disagree/strongly 1 31%

13. Frivolous lawsuits have increased the cost of consumer products in Alaska.

AGree/strongly ..o 27% 55%
AQree/SOMCWhAI......ccoiiiiiiiieiee e, 28

Don't Know [DO NOT READ)...iiiieiennne 18
Disagree/Somewhat...........ccovvrereineneneneese e 19
Disagree/strongly ......ccccocceveviniinierenee e 8 27 %

14. Fear of frivolous malpractice suits causes doctors to practice defensive medicine which has
raised health care costs

ACICC/SEIONEIV ..o 55% 80%
AQrec/SOMCWIAL...........cooriiiiiiriie e
Don't Know (DO NOT READ]...ccccieveiirennn. 7
Disagree/SOmMeWhaL..........ccocrirereeniene e 7
Disagree/strongly ... 6 13%
15 Frivolous lawsuits have caused higher insurance premiums for everyone.
AGree/Strongly oo 64% 87%
AQIrCC/SOMCWRAL......ceeiiiiiiieeee e 23
Don't Know [I)() NOT READ]..cccoiiiiiiirriene 5
Disagree/SOmMeWhal...........ccccvvveiereieseseeiese e 5
Disagrec/stiongly ..o 3 8%
16  The number of frivolous lawsuits delays compensation to legitimate nictim
AQGICC/SITONGIV oo «% 73%
AQree/SOMEWNAL.........cooiiireeiee e 29
Don't Know (DO NOT READ) ..o 12
Disagree/Somewhat..........cccccovvveiveiieienese e 10
Disagree/strongly ... 5 15%

CHARITON RrSEARCH COMrANX  Fri-rum Z Jw- - N —fM



People have mentioned a number of different proposals to address the issue of frivolous
lawsuits. Please tell me whether you would favor or oppose each of the following
proposals. (WAIT FOR RESPONSE, ASK:] And would that be somewhat or
strongly (favor/oppose)? (ROTATE Q17 - Q29]

17. A proposal to limit the percentage that a personal injury trial lawyer can receive as a fee from
any settlement or award from his or her client.

Favor/strongly ... 53% 78%
Favor/somewhat..........c.cooeveiiinencinse e 25
Don't Know (IX) NOT READ] ..o 6
OppPOSe/SOMEWNAL.......ceeiriiiieiese e 9
OPPOSE/SLIONGIY ..o 6 15%

18. Having a no-fault insurance system where people involved in accidents receive insuran-e
payments from their own nsurance company regardless of who is at fault.

FaVOr/StrOmM e 24% 49%
Favor/SOMi  Nat.......ccocoiiiiiieierereeeese e 25

Don't Know (DO NOTREAD]...ccciiiiiiiiriene 13
OppP0ose/SOMEWNAL...........ccevevererieiee e 18
OpPOSE/SLIONGIY ..o 21 39%

19. A proposal requiring the loser of a lawsuit to pay legal fees for both sides.

Favor/strongly ... 35% 63%
Favor/somewhat............ccoceveiniineneinne e 78

Don't Know [DO NOTREAD]...ccccoiiiivieiirirennn, 9
OpPPOSE/SOMEWNAL......c..eieeiriiriiieiese e 16
OpP/OSC/SLIONElY ..o 12 28%

2d A proposal requiring that disputes of less than $100,000 automatically go to arbitration oi
mediation before going to ajur\ trial.

Favor/Strongly .ooooveveveiicececeese e 44% 73%
Favor/SOMeWhaL..........cccvviiiiiiiceesc e 2>
Don't Know [DO NOTREAD] ..o, 10
OpPOSE/SOMEWNAL.......ceiiriiiiieirere e 9
OPPOSE/SLIONGIY .o 8 1%

2i A proposal to strengthen the penalties and fines against attorneys who are guilts of improper
client solicitation

Favor/strongly ... 58% 83%
Favor/SOmMewhat............ccoereiiiieneneere e 25
Don't Know [DO NOTREAD]...cccocvviiivierrene, 8
OppPOoSe/SOMEWNAL.........ccoeiiiiiieiee e 5
OpPOSE/SLIONGIV ..o 4 9%

22 A proposal requiring harsher penaltiesfor people who bring or aid in bringing a frivolous

lawsuit.

Favor/Strongly ..o 53% 80%
Favor/somewhat...........cccoceveieinenenceene e 27
Don't Know [DO NOTREAD]...ccccovieieieiirnnn (b
OppPOoSC/SOMEW hat.........ccoeeiiiiiriree e 9
OpPPOSE/SLIONGIY ..ocveeiieiiiee e 5 14%

23 A proposal to limit the ability of convicted felons in prison to bring liability lawsuits
Favor/strongly ... 58% 76%
Favor/somew hat..........cccoeieiiininciee e IS
Don't Know [DO NOTREAD] ..o 5
OpPPOSC/SOMEWNAL.......cueiiiiiiieieire e 7
Oppovc/strongly I 18%
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24

25.

26.

)

A proposal that would make jurors aware of all the different sources of compensation an
injured party has already received before trial, and stop injured parties from secretly
collecting twice for the same injury without the jury's knowledge.

Favor/Strongly e 68ft 86ft
Favor/SOmMewhat.....e e 18
Don't Know [DO NOT HEAD] e, 5
OpposSe/SOMEWNAL ... 5
OPPOSE/SIIONGIY oo 5 10ft

A proposal that puts a limit on punitive damage awards by juries to three times economic and
pain and suffering damages.

Favor/strongly e 38ft 66ft
Favor/somewhat. ... 28
Don't Know [DO NOT HEAD) e, 15
OppPOSE/SOMEWNAL ... 10
OpPPOSE/StroNGlY o 0 19ft

A proposal to limit the kinds of medical expert witnesses who are asked to testify in triak
This proposal will only permit medical expert witnesses to testify who arc currently licensed
doctors, and who have also practiced the same kind of medical specialty that is being
questioned in the trial, and activcl;. practiced that specialty sometime within the last 10 sears

Favor/strongly e 56ft 80ft
Favor/somewhat. ... 24
Don't Know [DO NOT HEAD] e 8
OppPOoSe/SOMEWNAL ... 6
OPPOS™ISIIONG!T oo 6 12ft

A proposal that will stop forcing someone who is found only 10ft responsible to pay 100' <
of a damage award, and instead require them only to pay their percentage of fault and no

more.

Favor/strongly s 59ft 84 ft
Favor/somewhat. ... 25
Dont Know [DO NOT READ). e, 7
OpPPOSE/SOMEWNAL ...t 4
OpPPOSE/STIONGIY o 5 9ft

A proposal to prohibit lawsuits by individuals for injuries sustained in the commission of a

felony.

Favor/Strongly e 61ft 80 ft
Favor/SOMEWIU" i 19
Don't Know [JO NOT READ) i, 8
GpPPOSC/SOMEWh At .o 5
OpPOSE/SLrONGIY oo 7 12ft
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(SPLIT SAMPLE Q29]

29A. A proposal lIhat would reduce 10 SIX years the lime limit allowed to file a lawsuit for an
injury someone is claiming happened years ago in the past.

Favor/strongly ... 499} 739}
Favor/somewhat. ..o 24
Don't Know (DO NOT READ) . 8
OpPpPOSe/SOMEWRNAL. .. 8
OpPPOSE/SIIONGIY oo 12 209}

2913. A proposal that would reduce to TEN years the time limit allowed to file a lawsuit for an
injury someone is claiming happened years ago in the past,

Favor/strongly ... 539} 759}
Favor/SOMEWNaL.........cccceieieiicee e 22
Don't Know [DO NOT READ] e 8
OppPOSe/SOMEWNAL ..ot 8
OpPPOSE/SIrONGIY oo 9 179}

Now. I am going to read you a list of groups, and 1would like you to tell me if you think these
groups would he helped or hurt by all these lawsuit liabihtx reform proposals | iust read vou
[ROTATE Q30-37]

30. Personal injurv lawvers

HEIPEA oo e 18rr
H U T e e ettt 73
Don't Know |[DO NOT READ!. . 8
Refused [DO NOT READ) e |
31  Small businesses

HEIPEd o s 789}
H U Tt e 14
Don’t Know [I)0 NOT READ] e 7
Refused [DO NOT READ] e

32 Large corporations

HEIPEA s 71*7
H U s 21

Don't Know (DO NOT READT] e 8
Refused [DO NOT READ) e *

33. Taxpayers

HEIPEA o 74'}
H U Tt 17
Don't Know [DO NOT READ] e 8
Refused [DO NOT READI] e, 1

34 People with legitimate law suits

Helped e 71r,
HUrt..o e 20
Don’t Know [DO NOT READ] e 9
Refused [DO NOT READI] s *
35 Insurance companies
HEIPEA o 699}
H U T e 24
Don’t Know [DO NOT READ] e 7
Refused |IDO NOT READ] e *
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36. Doctors and other medical professionals

HEIPEA i 74<7
HUI. e 16
Don't Know (DO NOT READ) ., 10
Refused (DO NOT READ] s *
37. People with fri\olous lawsuits
HEIPEA s \0%
H U T T 82
Don't Know (DO NOT READ] s 7

Refused (DO NOT READ) oo |

There has been some talk about reforming the liability law system. 1’d like to read you a brief In
of groups and individuals who might speak out on this topic. For each one. on a scale of one te
five where one means you don’t trust that group or individual at all, and fiv® means you trust that
group or individual completely, please tell me how much vou trust each on this topic. (READ
LIST:) (ROTATE)

Don't Trust Trusi Don't
ALAR C'ompli-tch  Km*o
38. Alaska Trial Lawyers Association----.......... 20%7 19*7 337 10*7 6*7 12rf
39. INSUrance CoOMpPAaNiesS .. inineierernis vreeessnenens 24 25 33 11 4 5
40 Personal injury laWyersS ... coveeeeeen, 44 23 21 6 2 |
41. Medical DOCLOIS .o et 6 10 29 36 16
42. Your local Chamber of Commerce--- 9 26 34 19 6
43. Local small business OWNers ... s 3 m 25 42 21 3
A4, HOSPItAlS cceeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeseeee 10 35 3; 13 5

(SPLIT SAMPLE 045)

45A Would you be more likely to vote FOR or more likely to vote AGAINST acandidate for
state office who was endorsed by personal injury tria! lawyers |[WAN FOR
RESPONSE. ASK:) And would that be somewhat or much more likely to vote
<for/aruinst)?

More likely to vote for/much ..o 2*%7 Orr
More likely to vote for/somewhat......ccccooeeiinnniiincns 7
Don't Know (DO NOT READ) .o 22
More likely lo vote against/somewhat.........ccccveevrnenas 41
More likely to vote against/much 28 69*7

45B V.ould you be more likely lo vote FOR or more likely lo sole AGAINST acandidate t.»
state office who accepts campaign contributions from personal injury inal lawyers [\\ \11
EOR RESPONSE, ASK:) And would that be somewhat or much more likely to so:.*
(.or/against)?

More likely to vote for/much ... 2*7 9*7
More Itkclv lo vote for/somewhat.....ccoeiinciinnnn 7
Don't Know [DO NOT READ) e 25
More likcls to vote against/somewhat........cccccveivrenas 35
More likely to vote against/much 31 66*7
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46. Ifthe State Legislature passes a liability reform measure aimed at reducing frivolous

law suits, do you think the governor should sign it?

Y B e e e e e ———— 83ft
N o 8
Don't Know [DO NOT READ]...ccccoiiiiieiiieninne 10

Now we have a few questions for statistical purposes...

47. How long have you lived in Alaska”

16

Less than 0ne Year.........coccviereniienene e 3ft
One to three YearS....cocvvevere e I
FOUT 10 1N YEAIS....civiiiiieiieere e 17
Eleven or More YEars........covvereneieneneneeese e 68
Don’t Know (DO NOT READ]...ccccoiiiniinenne I
Refused (DO NOT READ]...cccoiiiiiiiiiniiee 1

48 Hase vou or anvonc in vour household ever been involved in a personal iniurv lawsuit
YeS/Self— - oft
Ycs/familv member.... ..o n
No ettt ettt b e bt e st e e 79
Don’t Know (DO NOT READ]...ccccoiiinivninnn .
Refused (DO NOT READ)...ccccoiiiiiiineeeeens

49 Have vou ever served on ajurv inacivr’ e that is a non-criminal e court ease?
Y S e 16ft
N O e 83
Don't Know/Refused (DO NOT RE.\D| 1

50  What type of radio station do you listen to most * |[A(*>T.I'T CP TO 3 RESPONSES)
Country WeStern mMuSIC........coccvevververeseseseereeseeseenns 26ft
Classic Rock and ROIl........cccooeieiiiiiiiieee 21
News talk/sponv talK..........cccccoovevevenenieiincieecesee 17
Oldic>/Ea-<y liStening........ccoceeevveencnienieenieenn,
Public radio/NPR ... 15
Contemporary POP MUSIC....ccvirerieeeenenieeeesie e 9
Classical MUSIC.....cceeriiiieeeee e 7
Christ...n radi0 e 7
Modem/New Wave/alternative ROCK.........cccccovrvrunnee. 7
JSUU s 5
SOUIRAP ..t
OtNeT . 3
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ] 6

51  Would vou generally describe vourscii as conservative or litemP [l

MODERATE OR NEITHER:) Well which was do sou lean’

CONSEIVALIVE oottt 48ft
Lean CONSEIVALIVE. ......ccveee i et e e 13
Moderate/Neither (DO NOTREAD)......ccoevevennnne 14
IXAN LIteral e 9
Literal e s 14
Don't Knoss (DO NOT READ)...cccoeviiiiiienienns 2

CHARITON HIM ARCII IOMPANV  IrT.-uin t o t | V

SAN

fi*. -



