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ALASKA STATE

Hospital & Nursing Home
ASSOCIATION

April 5, 1995

Senator Lyda Green, Chair
Health, Education 4 Social Services

Committee
Alaska State Senate _
Capitol Building 5MI2BgrTri-gSHB-134,
Juneau, AK 99801 Nursing Home Administrator Board

Dear Senator Green 4 Members HESS Committee:

ASHHHA, representing community hospitals and nursing home3
from across Alaska support CSIIB 124, allowing the sunsotting of
the Nursing Home Administrator Licensing Board and transferring
the administrator licensing responsibilities to the Division of
Occupational Licensing.

The 3tate must license nursing home administrators to remain
eligible to participate in the Medicaid program. The Division of
Occupaticial Licensing may administer that function along with tho
handling of disciplinary proceedings.

Having a board 1is an option. Nursing home administrators met
here in Juneau last month and agreed the board really wasn"t
necessary to provide the license exam and/or a3 a safeguard for
the public.

There are national exams utilised for licensure. The DHSS
Division on Facility Licensing and Certification and the Senior
Services Ombudsman monitor closely the quality ot care in Alaska“"s
long term care facilities.

Wo ask the support of tho Senate HESS Committee.

Sincerely,

Harlan R. Knudson
Preoident/CEO

319 Skwaud Stwit <! | ¢ Jumiau. AK 99801 « (907> 586-1790 * Fax (907) 463-3573
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T0: Senator Lyda Green
FROM:  Representative Joe Grqc
DATE:  April 120 19%

RE: CSHB 125 (Judiciary), "An act relating to disclosures to school
officials of Information about certain minors; and providing for
an effective date."

Violence is one of the leading problems _faqinq Alaskan schools. Currently,
there is no requirement that a school principal be Plven criminal records
regarding an delinquent who Is attending that school. Last session, the
legislature passed SB 54. which addressed among other issue:., the
discretionary disclosure of agency records. However there has been little
effort so far to develop a procedure for the sharing of information, and
there is a broad level of confusion over who may disclose what information
to whom. Two polls taken last week surveylnﬂ school officials and
teachers state-wide indicate that very little school disclosure is taking
Plape and that school officials arc strongly in favor of such disclosure

aking place as immediately as possible in order to provide a safe school
environment for students and staff. ~ CSHB 125 was crafted to help address
this serious problem by requiring law enforcement and DFYS to work
together with local school districts to develop a procedure for the sharing
of juvenile criminal records.

| respectfully request that CSHB 125 be scheduled for a hearing before the
Senate HESS Committee as soon as possible. The need for disclosure is
Immediate, and | would appreciate your expediting the bill’s passage.
Thank you for your consideration.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 125 (JUD)
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Oato: 03720/95 Cent. AUectea: Alaska Court System
Title: Disclosures to scnooi officials 3RU: Trial Courts
CombDonents:
Soonsor: flees. Green, Toonev. Bunoe. Phiilios
Requestor: COMPONENT SERIAL NO. /\63
EXPENDfTURESREVENUES (Thousands ol Dollars)
| OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 1 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY 01
| PERSONAL SERVICES |
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
i EGUIPMENT

UNO i STRUCTURES
| GRANTS &CUIMS
' TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 1 00) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPfTAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands ol Dollars)
1002 Foaeral Rocsiots
1003 GF Matcn

1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Recaots

1006 GF/MHT1A 1

Cth*r

total 0.0 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.0

positions

FULL-TIME |
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimato of curront yaa/ (FY 96) cost: 5 None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact.

J
Prepared by: C. S. Christenson lll. Staff Counsol r < Phono: 264-8228
Agency: Alaska Court System Oate: 03/20/95
Approved by: Artnur H. Snowdon. Il, Administrative Dlroctor
Agency: Alaska Coun Systom Oato: 03/20/95
M PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

Rev 1/95 Pago 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: CSHB 125 (JUD)

1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

=evision Gate: Geot. Alfoctua: "'iblic S.itety
tie: or, nroarliun»s n >rr.nm 3RU: -liska Stntn Tnnni-n
— itfmials  .rInriranpn .mom certain minnr-. ' Comoonent: Gatjcnmerm
;consor: -enfefient.niyp  ~ri»»n
Reauestor: *1 Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0799

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES; (Thousands ol Oollars) (inflation not included

OPERATING j FY 96 i FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 | FY 00 FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
ccntractual
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
UNO & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0- 1 0- 0- 0- 1 o- 0-
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0- 0- 0- o- 0- 0-
CMAMCE M WVDMS 1 1 -0- 0- 0- -0- 0- -0.

Knma Oxla

'UNDING: iThouiands ol Dollars)

1002 Federal Receiots 1 1
1003 GF Match

tO0A GF

1005 GFiProaram Receiots

1006GF MHTIA i |
Otner
TOTAL o - 0- - 1 0- -
Estimate ol current veer <FY 35) imoact: 5
POSITIONS:
FULLTIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: IAttach a separate page °! necessary.)
No significant fiscal ImpaC'[ is anticipated lor the Alaska State Troooeis

Preoared Bv -:mnm 2 Man Phone % Sall_
Division: mUana .iintr :tccrxta Date: 22/21.35
Approved bv Commissioner t2 Date:

Agency: i-flivil 1. flue Hunt rt PuNir. Safety

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information call the Governor s legislative Office
Page | ot 1



STATE OF VLASKA
IW5 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

‘elviHIdN 2 its

1* Ot

< Relaune to Disclosure in 'Ctiool mficials

0 iiiHirniaiinn about certain minors
juomof
-eeayosiof

Reoresentauves Green
House iHESI

E.xnoninturcjiRovenues:
OPERATING

3ERSCNAI. SERVICES
*=AVgi.

‘ontrac*_a,.
3uP°VES

EQUIPMENT

AND 3""OC"JRES
pants. claims
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGES IN REVENUES

FUND SOURCE
' 201 FuJarai Riiceton
'C03 3r Mjtcn
‘CO* Or
’ A0S OF P'o<jr*m Racrots
*CCfl OriMHTIA
3th»* 'oiaata acacOvi
TOTAL

POSITIONS;
FULLTIME
PART-TIME
*-MPCRARvV

tttimata of any ,-uriant yaw iFY95I| co»l

ANALYSIS:

'here .vouia be no fiscal

Agancv

moac: ?or the Division

BILL NO. HIM25

Aitocta-r
ERU.

mjmoonnm: DFYS Central Ollice
COMPONENT SERIAL NO 25\/
iet .mo ijN-1 255 253 25t

. Ttnihev.Bunae

FY96 FY9Q7

0.0 1

0.0 1 0.0 1

30.C

Attflcn j teoarata aago 'l nacassarvi

Deoanrarnf of Health A Socui Serum

"Hnusanoa it Ooil.im
FY98 FY99

0.0 i

"*'ous«nox» of Soilarsi

0.0 1

if this oiil were to become law.

0,0

0.0

Health and Social Services

Fainilv and Youth Services

=YOO

PREPARER TO PROVIDE AU DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For "urvtr ontnoution information, call tne Govanor t Lagmetiva Otfce

o "t <»t*

Page
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
=evisicn Cate-
..yppiie Cnnirai eeccrgg *? Sere: ;

Er.on™ar:

| =eorosert3tive reg-
=aniiestfr

Mpresgntative Green

ExDenditures/Revenues:
OPERATING
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
contractual
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND £ STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

FY 96

CAPITAL
REVENUE FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING:

1002 Federal Receiots >
[001GF Match

[OtttGF

*005 CF/Proeram RcceiDts

100ft GF/MHTIA i
Other 1

TOTAL 0

—t —— ———

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY I

SILL NO.

Zenanment Attectea:  Edqcafen
=RU:  Erec-Wve Administration
Ccmoonent.  Zommissicngrs CK'ce

COMPONENT SERIAL. NO.

Thousands or Dollarsi

FY 97 FY 98 FY 99

FY 00

0.0l 00 30 0.0

«Thousands of Dollars)

Estimate of current year (FY95) imoact-. S 1Q

ANALYSIS. (Attacn a seoarate cage it necessary.)

HB 125
185
FY 01
0.0
<0
1

House Bill 125 clanties wnen state and municipal law enforcement agencies and tho Alaska Court System are required

:0 cisc:ose information to ouDlic or onvate elementary and secondary schools regarding minors wno commit ottonsos.
Passage ot this legislation will have no fiscal imoact cn the Deoanment of Education

=M?caredby STTetiyPeterfcrTgceciai Phone A65-23Q2_
T.v.~n: Commissioner s Office n y S Da,° h+xS5__
Acoroveo Oy Commissioner ~ JcrrvCaveyv
Agency Education Date:

'S3

[
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO

?23r =, (?« utrcuson in&msaon rjj

Oownot 1 CMca

GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

*.**),.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT. CSHB 125(JUD)

"An act relating to disclosures to school officials of information about
certain’ minors: and providing for an effective date"

Violence is one of the leading problems _fac_ingi Alaskan schools. Currently,
there is no requirement that a school principal be given criminal records
regarding a delinquent who is attending that school.  Last session, the
legislature passed SB 54. which addressed among other issues, the
discretionary disclosure of agency records. However, there has been little
progress over the past 9 months to develop procedures for the sharing of
Information: and there is a broad level of confusion over who may disclose
what information to whom. Two statewide surveys of school officials and
teachers conducted just three weeks ago indicate that very little school
disclosure is happening even though school officials are strongly in favor of
such disclosure taking place as soon as possible. Some juvenile offenders
who have committed violent, felonious crimes arc in schools where officials
and affected teachers arc left out of the information loop. HB 125 was
originally crafted and amended to help address this serious problem by
requiring law enforcement and DFYS to disclose these records to

appropriate school officials who arc charged with providing a safe school
environment for students and staff.

In March, meetings were held between DFYS and various representatives
from the Department of Education, the Alaska Council of School
Administrators, NEA Alaska, the Alaska Association of School Boards, the
Legislature, the Department of Law. the Department of Public Safety, and
the Court System. ~ The participants discussed the needs and concerns of
school administrators and teachers as far as information sharing about
delinquent youth. ~ From the perspective of the people representing
teachers, school districts and school administrators, disclosure is not
happening with any degree of regularity.  They strongly expressed their



desire that this necessary disclosure be mandatory. The Departments of
Law and Public Safety felt that since disclosure is possible under the law
passed last year, some additional time should be granted to work out this
notification on a discretionary basis. All parties nvolved agreed that
whether or not disclosure is mandatory ordiscretionary an effective
Brocedure must be established to facilitate disclosure of violent youth
ehavior to our schools, An agreement was reached to amend HB P.*.
removing the mandatory disclosure portion of the hill and adding larguage
that would mandate mutually agreeable procedures be set up between
DFYS. law enforcement agencies, and school officials to ensure effective
methods for disclosure of juvenile criminal records to schools. Additionally,
it was agreed that a follow-up survey in late fall would be taken to see if
Ite discretionary nature of the information disclosure is working. If
discretionary disclosure is not working, then Representative Green will
sponsor a new hill making disclosure mandatory.

The information provided by this disclosurewould protect the victims of
Juvenile crime, protect students, protect teachers, and give the principal
Information that would allow him or her to use the school’s resources to
provide help for the Juvemle offender.  If schools are held responsible for
the safety of the students and faculty, school officials must have the
necessary information about student violence to do the job properly.

Disclosure of criminal records to school officials needs to begin taking place
as soon as possible. Because of the urgent nature of the needed

information Representative Green would like to sec the passa%e of HB 125
this year. ~ HB 125 passed the House unanimously and has the strong
supi)ort of school administrators, teachers, law enforcement, parents, as
well as the general public. Thank vou for your consideration.



Dangerous kids

Schools need to know’ the tacts
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Consider these two situations that occurred in
Anchorage:

* Police came to a school and asked fo interview a
student known *o be a gang memoer The officeis
ended in arresting him on suspicion of attempted
murder and took him out of the school in handcuffs

The next day he reappeared in school, The
principal didn't know if charges had been dropped, if
*he student had escaped or what It turned out charges
had been reduced, but having the accused turn up
with no explanation from authorities mnerved staff
and students alike

e In anoi er case, one voung man oent another so
hadlv mat the victim had to be hospitalired. Later,
they ooth ended up in the same srnooi. in the same
classroom The victim was traumattied again and.
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JT 10 093 WELFARE. dtX-IAL SERVICES & INSTITUTIONS ? 47 10.093

oi The disclosure right unaer «a>ot this section is in addition to.
mu not in derogation ot. the rignts ot a parent or legal guardian ot a
*ninur,

ci A oerson who violates a Drovision ot this section is %uiltv Ota
misdemeanor, and upon conviction is punisnable by a tine ot not more
than $300 or by imonsonment tor not more than one vear. or bv both,
a2 ch 98 SLA 1994)

Cro» rrormee*. — For gt o? Effective i. — Sction 4. dh. B.
KIIKa child in NW| aAid Rule 22 O iLA 154 MakeS thu section ritective

—ructmmt d this »ction. *& * 3. d. B. une 9 194. in locooramce with AS
Tl 7' e

>ec. 47.10.093. Disclosure of agency records, ai Except as
‘peciticd in AS 47.10.092 and «bi — *0 of this section, ail information
and social records pertaining to a minor who is subject to this chapter
or AS 47 17 prepared by or in the possession of a federal, state, or
municipal agency or employee in the discharge of the agencys or
employee s official duty, including driver's license actions under AS
28.15.185. are privileged and may not be disclosed directly or indi-
rectly to anyone without a court order. L

bi A state or mu- -pal agency or employee/may disclose informa-
tion regarding a v to _

l)a guardian ad litem appointed by the court or to a citizen review
panel for permanency planning authorized by AS 47.10 400 or
47 10.420:

m a person or an agency requested to provide consultation or ser-
vices for a minor who is subject to the jurisdiction 0f the court under
AS 47 10.010:

m) school official? as may be necessary to protect the safety of
school students and stalT:

4) a governmental agency as may be necessary to obtain that
agency's assistance for the department in its investigation or to ootain
physical custody of a child;

5) a state or municipal law enforcement agency as mnv be ncces-
tarv for a specific investigation being conducted by that agency or for
disclosures by that agency to protect the public safety; and

8) a victim aa may be necessary to inform the victim about the
disposition or resolution of a case involving a minor.

c» A state or municipal law enforcement agency

1> shall disclose information regarding a case that is needed by the
person or agency charged with making a preliminary investigation for
the information 0f the court under AS 47 10.020:

21 may disclose to the public information regarding a criminal of-
fense in which a minor is a suspect, victim, or wuness if the minor is
not identified bv the disclosure:
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.7 10 097 iLASKA STATUTES SUPPLEMENT s 47 10 097

Sllmavidisclose to scnooi otficiais information renaming a case as
mav nSTieeess.irv to protect the safety ot' school students ana stalj;

4>may disclose to the public iniormation regarding a case as mav
«e necessary to protect the safety ot' the public: ana

5i may disclose to a victim iniormation. including copies ot' reports,
is necessarv for civil litigation or insurance claims pursued by nr
against the victim.

d) Upon request ot a victim the deDartment shall make every rea-
sonable etlbrt to notify the victim as soon as practicable in writing
when a delinquent minor is to be released from placement in a juve-
nile facility under AS 47 10.080<bn 1). The notice under this subsec-
tion must include the expected date of the delinquent minor s release,
the geograohic area in wnich the delinquent minor is reauired to
reside, and other pertinent information concerning the delinquent
minors conditions of release that mat artect the victim.

ei A person may authorize the depa-tmcent to release information
to the military or to a prospective employer about the existence of a
delinquency adjudication against that person under AS 47.10.010 and
the offense on which it was based.

fl The department may release to a person with a legitimate inter-
est information relating to minora not subject to the jurisdiction of the
court under AS 47 10.010. The department shall adopt regulations
governing the release of information and identifying a sufficient legit-
imate interest.

<g) A person wno discloses confidential information in violation of

this section is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. i4 13 ch 113 SLA
1994)

ft*vt*or™ not*-*. — A frurrnc* to ‘AS Editor * not**. — Section 16<2). nh-
»7 10 092* *m* triMftMi m i*i of thu «fe- 113, SLA 1994 provide* that Uu* taction,
llon >n 1994 to rurmonu* in* amend- u added by | 13. ch. 113. SLA 1994 "tp-
n«nt» to Ad 47 ;9 m*d* bv «n. 99. SLA  pitt# to o(T«n*t* rommitud an or *fUr
1994. and ch. 11§. SLA 1994, S*pumb«r 1 1994 *

Effective date*. — Section |7. Ch 113
SLA 1994 mdir» ifu* taction rlfrctiv*
Vpunbtr |, 1994

Sec. 47.10.097. Fingerprinting of minors. a A peace ofTicer
may tingerpnot a minor under the same circumstances as an adult
may be fingerprinted.

bi Fingerprint records taken under this section are not subject to
AS 47 10.090. 4 3 ch 121 SLA 1988: am 4 1 ch J2 SLA 1991)

Effect of tm*ndtn*nu. - Th* 1991
tmcnaiBtnt. *«T*ctiv* S*pumb*r 9. 1991.
-**mru th# wction
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MCKSLREYRELLTS

3ACKGRCUNO: * survov was sent to an districts on Marcn 14.1095 to dotormme wnat the scnooi's neeoa and

:ar.cerns are regarding information snaring on aennquent youtn. Thirty-nine (39) districts responded by Marcn 22.
-m395 r-ere are the results.

.Vhon a stuaeni wno is enroileo in your scnoot commits a crime 00 you receive any information?
'9) yes i28) no (3) sometimes
|yes. Wno 00 you receive iniormation from:

4) DFYS .10) Law Enforcement (3) other (scoctfy):
local VPSO

probation
community memoer
is vour wcerxing roiationsnip wnh fhat agency such that you would share information aoout the suaent wifh eacn other?
(10) yes 11) yes. out no mechanism to report (1) no (currontfy do not havo VPSO)
fyou currently DO NOT recervo information, would you liko iniormation on the studonr'?

(28) yea (0) no

Would initial information sucn as: m&f Offender, mnd date Of Offense assist you in your effort* to provide a saf<

scnool environment?

(38) yos (1) no (Would be nelpfuf in addition
to conditions of probation A namo of
probation officer)

Who is the most appropriate person to receive this information?
(37)pnncipai (1) tcacnor (3) counselor (6) other (specify):

(5) supenntenaont
(1) Special Sr :es Director

Do you nave a policy that addresses the dissemination of confidential information?

(36) yea (3) no
Whon would you want 'he information?

(29) immediate”™ (wnen student ia suspect) (6) when case * conduced (S) both
Am you currontfy sot up to receive information from othor egonciee via E-mail?

(10) yes (20) no (9) not currently but can be eawry

U’

H, [«» —



AASS8 o uick Survev

w=cic: Disclosure ct information on Minors

2ge two

-.ssocur.on or Alaska School 5o0aras

"he tollowing thirty-nine i39) scncoi districts responded:

AaaK

Alaska Gateway
Ancnorage
Annette Islands
Bering Strait
Bristol Bay
Chatham
Copper River
Delta/Greeiy
Denali Borcugn
Diilingham
Haines
Hoonan
Hydaourg
Iditarod
Juneau
Kashunamiut
Kenai

Kuspuk

Mat*Su

H

Nome

Northwest Arctic
Nortn Slope
Pelican
Petersoura
Pribilot

Sitka

Skagway
Southeast Island
Southwest Region
St. Marys
Tanana
Unaiaska
Valdez

Wrangell
Yakutat

Yukon Fiats
Yukon-Koyukuk
Yupiit

these cistncts currently receive information

Provided fly:

The Assoagtl%rwf
Juneg&%

@O Sc ool Boards



NEA-Alaska survev Marcn 1-, 1995
To: Locai Association Presiaents RAW PLSPONSES
From: Vernon Marsnail TOTAL RESPONSES: 15

Re: Scnooi Violence Survey MARCH 20. 1995

Please take a few minutes tq com % I Please retum mes rve
15 62 41p (We nesé% OMCaYCTP e9§ r\% res onies are strlct n?yﬁenflal
ana WI| b NEA ka 10 assist us formulate fegislation an vart ous schoo
violence ana sru tive stu Nt ISSUeS.

Even if you, cannot ¢o (? mplete the survey for your entire district, please complete tor
your school site and retum.

Do you feel that siucent violence has increased within your scnooi district this
year? (Please circle one)
a. Not increased 8
0. increased somewnat 7
c. increased dramatically !
d. Decreased 0

2. Concerning students who mav commit violent acts within the community, are
teachers or school employees informed of the names of students wno nave

demonstrated or committed violent acts within the community?
Yes 2 ro 13

Who informs you?
a. Prooation officer
0. School Principal
c. School Superintendent
d. Another teacher
e. Parent
f. Other (Please specify)

3. Which indtviduaMs) employed in the school district do you foci should bo
informed noout students who are on prooation for or have been convicted of violent
acts?

p ease specify the nomc of the porson(s) wno should receive such information
Resoonsos: Superinter 3

Principal 15
Counselor 4



Teacher 9

Playground supervisor !
Special eo. teacner |
Teacner aide |

A. When do you feel a school employee should receive int'ormauor aoout violent
students who are either on probation or have oeen convicted ot committing a violent
act?

When the student enters tno class or wnen the event occurs

At the time the student returns to school

As soon as possible

Prior to interacting with that student

When the student returns

Upon return to school

immediately

Right away (2 resoondents

Upon return to school environment unless there is a safety issue oevono the school
Upon enrollment in schoo

Anytime the school employee is reauireo to supervise the student
ASAP

5. Does your school district offer an alternative school program *or students with
discipline problems? Yes 5 No 10 Not sure

Does the program empnasize stress management, conflict resolution, violence
prevention or substance abuse control? Yes 3 No A
Not sure 2

Are parents involved in any phase of an alternative program designed to a
address a child's discipline problem? Yes 3 No 3 Not sure 2

6. Does your school district have a policy on pupil discipline?
Yos 14 No Not sure | Has tne policy been published <« the newspapor or boon

distributeo to parents of tho school district within the last year? Yes 10 No 2 Not
sure 2



ASSOCIATION OF ALASKA SCHOOL BOARDS
W 11th 5t e .uneau. Aiasxa 5C80M510
5071534-1082 +« =ax "071 586-2W5

"ebruan: 15 1995

The Honoiaoie Joe Green
House ot Representatives
Alaska State Legislature
Caoitol Building

Juneau. AK 99011

SUPPORT FOR HB 125
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE ABOUT MINORS

Dear Reo. Green

'Tie Association ot Alaska School Boards subDorts HB 125-An Act relating to
disclosures to scnooi officials of information about certain minors.

Bill Review: HB 125 directs the court to notify the principal of the minors school if the
offense was committed on school.property or the minor nas committed offenses that, if
committed by an adult, would be considered a senous felony such as murder, assault,
kidnapping, etc. The bill also requires law enforcement to notify the pnncipal if there is
rObé{Blle %aUSE to believe a minor attending their school has committed a senous

elony. The school principal is allowed to disclose this information to other persons in
the distnct. and also to a chief administrator of a school distnct to which a minor
transfers. Law enforcement agencies are not required to notify the school if the agency
determines it would ieopardize an ongoing investigation.

The Association of Alaska Scnooi Boards believes this Act will help ensure the safety
ot students and staff alike. As an association we endeavor to work cooperatively with
agencies of government in the transfer of information on behalf of kids. In the past,
nowever. the deterrent to meaningful intra-agency cooperation regarding severe
school violence has heen the issue of confidentiality. This isa welcome piece of
legislation that will further help to maintain a safe school environment.

Carl Rose. Executive Director



ALASKA COUNCIL OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

POSITION STATEMENT
HOUSE BILL NO. 125

"An Act relating to disclosures to school officials of information about
certain- minors.

The Alaska Council of School Administrators 4mports House Biil ~125.

Inc' dcnt ot vro‘ence seem to he increasing at an alarming rate amon orrnvol rln Alaska's
vourn This Includes resorts ot %aﬂgcactr tles, InCICents ot students I
ons % esc 00]s. and youth committing acts ot violence whic co hec nsrdered
onyr ey Were adults.
Parents and #he communrt}/ ( htfull}/ ex ect schools to be a pjacc students can workaﬂ
In a Safe environme Pnn %arce E rrencrn InCreasl ur?concerno er being
?rents and the community that the 8% % and Bale ecause
uth who have been

e]to as&ur ? 8I
lac dp ormatron rromother agencies Involved wi
adju icated delinquent.
To heI ensure ome s]@fe%/ of studepts Itis nec(ejssqhg tobe ware fthose U entswh
tir%ve te atso Vi ﬁnce an cnmg Uts ¥\e as, Insice the
Iavvso c%nfr ntrzhlr% ave prevented t esharrn 0 sych In Qrmatljrin with sc oo

ersonnel In t re entr scnoor Pers Wd rom being anle to take action to
rotect t engnt of ot errn ent stu nts In the 5CN00

School admrnrstrat IS aCross Alaska belrave thrf mformatron IS necessary to en ur]e proper

Pervrsron I,s aﬁso NECes aEriy? rovige are ev%nt crvgnnon programand t
rmation will help provide & safer environment for all stucents

Again. The Alaska Council of School Administrators supports HB *125

Ere)Pncn Phetrcs
ecuuve Director

tuitj AttoetAOcn » l4*n*«or* [tM a *<'« OF*t < ‘'i4t*4 Aiuxuocn & tacrcvwv Unoat e aaiua AttociAOon Of Unooi aowvWmsm



NEA-Alaska

NEA-ALASKA POSITION STATEMENT

HB 125

NEA-Alaska supports passage of HB 125 to strengthen the requirements for
reporting names of students wno commit violent acts in our communities.
We toel that reporting is critical to the protection of the health ana safety or
students and to develop alternative programs to conrront the root causes of
student violence.

Based on a quick survey of large and small school districts. NEA-Alaska
found that teachers and school employees are not informed of the names of
students who commit violent acts within the community. Those responding
to the survey indicated that the superintendent, counselors and building
principals where students are enrolled should be informed. Administrators

should then inform teachers and teacher aides who are working with the
student.

Concerning when information should be provided teachers or aides, most
respondents indicated that it should be provided right away, particularly if
the student has committed an act that would be considered a felony if
committed by an adult.

Based-on survey results from seventeen of our affiliates, it appears that the
consensus among large and small districts is that violence is increasing in
school districts. Based on other reports from school employees we believe
violent behavior is increasing and poses a threat to the safety of students
and school employees in classrooms.

NEA-Alaska views HB 125 as a vohiclo to open communication between

agencies and school distr.cts concerning students who demonstrate violent
behavior.

We realize that just identifying students who demonstrate violent behavior
will not make the problem go away. As teachers and school employees, we
want to wo'k to keoo children in school. Qur efforts to keep students in

VNCMOMGE REGIONAL OFFICE « UU W JJniA.cr*,. Shorts*. MuU wvuj « 174 OSto « <071274-09)1
IUNLAUOITtCE « 114 vtm e+ uacm. UUUWIOt » ><0ft <(6 WO = g
.AIMANXS REGIONAL OFFICE * - mU  *)*'434 J|W



scnooi requires that alternative systems must be professionally developed
and funded to address the issue of child violence. We support programs
designed to involve parents of violent students ;n alternative programs
designed to help parents and students deal better with anger in family life
and in relationships with school employees and peers.

In closing, we thank the sponsor and his staff for bringing this legislation
forward at this important time. We support your efforts to pass this bill.

3-28-95






Alaska State Legislature

Sliilt’ Cugilol

REPRESENTATIVE CYNTHIA TOOMHEY |th|” \K9X01.1182

DISTRICT 13

MEMORANDUM.

'FO : Senator Green, Chairman
Senate HESS Com mittee
y*

FRO M : Representative Toohcy C A

IN RE: scheduling ofCSHB 182 (HESS) before
die Senate HESS Com mittee

DATE: May 1, 1995

Please schedule CSHB 182 (HESS) for a hearing before the Senate HESS

Com m ittee at soon as it is possibly convenient. Attached arc a copy of the

bill, a sponsor statement, a ‘zero’ Fiscal note, and a letter of support. |If

you require any other information or documents, please have your

com mittee aide contact Benjamin Brown in my office at 4919.

'Hiank you very much for your consideration of this scheduling request.

INTERIM ADDRESS: 716 West -1th Avenue, Suite 330, Anchorage, 99501-2133



Dr Bauiier DVD Fax:907-262-8405 My 3 ’95 12:26 P.01

ROBERT J. BAUDER, D M.I)
36275 Kenai Spur Hwy.
Soldotna, Alasko <79669

(907) 262 8404

My3 195

Senator Lyoa Green, Wasilla
Chairman, Senate HESS Committee

Re: House Bill 182
B::gesy: (of

[ want to he on record that Isupport House BIll 182 Passage of this bill will help dentists
In this s%ate to provide cost effective treatment to their patients and curb escalating health
care costs

1Understand the opposition feels only hygienists arc able to provide illis treatment due to
their training. | strongly disagree and can assure you that all ethical dentists would and do
monitor their staff to provide hltgh ci]uallty care to their patients. In far: the dentist is
legally and morally responsible for their _emplo?/ees whether they are hgiensts or
assistants. No dentist would want anything but the best for their patients

Bjﬁasleéonsider the henefit of this legislation to the Alaskan public and vote YESon House

Sincerely,

Qs < * " {1/ -

Robert J. Baudot, DM D
President
Kenai Kodiak Denial Society
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SENATOR LYDA GREEN
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

(907) 465-6600 FA X (907) 465-3805

Constituent Contact Report

e: P Date:
[eSS: SXSI.
15 SSN or DOB: .

Phone: *SJHA

ISSUE/REGARDING: S i

,ICUE 4S8y

ACTION/RESPONSE:

Date Resolved:

Staff Member:



SENATOR LYDA GREEN
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
(907) 465-6600 FA X (907) 465-3805

Constituent Contact Report

Xg(rjne: A Date:
ess:
+* SSN or DOB:

Phone: ~S

ISSUE/REGARDING: -

ACTION/RESPONSE:

Date Resolved:

Staff Member:.
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JIM H. CASE D.M.D. 8§80 "N" STREET, ON THE&

TO SENATOR LYDA GREEN:

THIS MESSAGE ISIN SUPPORTOF THE NEED FOR H.R. 182

ASSISTANTS' SKILLS NEEDED

In the continued improvement o f America's oral health, the value of placum sealants on children steeth
has bc?n widely recognized. The National Institute of Health has recommended that all children have ihetr
permanent molars sealed We will not be able to even come close to meeting this if the providing of this
service is linvfed to dentists and hypicnistj and does not include qualified and supervised dental assistants

HISTORY

In Alaska from the late 60s to the lata 80'*. topical preventive agents and sealants be :amc increasingly
important parts of the improvement of the oral health ot children  Services by qualified dental assistants
were an important part of this improvement. In the late 80", an adverse statute interpretation limited the
services provided by assistants HD 182 would overcome this adverse interpretation and get us hack on

track with assistants contributing more to children's hcaltn.

DELEGATION

The U.S. dental profession and industry has been well recognized for being very successful at improving
Air.ctica's oral health year by year and decade by decade A part of this improvement has been the
development of expanded dental teams and the delegation of tasks from dentists to auxiliaries. Current
restrictive interpretation of the statutes slows the improvement that we can offer HR 182 removes this
impediment

35 Ve =0~ V

O
O 8"

quality

Delegation can improve quality E 3, if | see njust placed sealant that meets minimum standards, but
could be improved, the improvement will mom likely be made if I could order it done by an assistant
rather than use nty time to do it

TURF PROTECTION

Opposition to HB 182 does not serve Alaska's children, but rather serves to protect the professional piide
and turfof dental hygienists. The public and profession are uodersupplied with hygienists  We need more
ofthem and it would be helpful if they would sham the fringes of theit professional domain with assistants.
However, excessive professional pride prevents many of them from so sharing and Iradi them to sincerely
oppose 1 1D 182 in the name of public protection

HB 182 will again allow the Board of Dental Examiners to allow delegation of some duties as was done
before the I»te "80'j. There are other provisions in the current dental statues which wlU allow the Boud to
fine tune certification and standards for this delegation without burdensome legislative constraint which
robs dentins o f their ethical and clinical responsibilities.

This simple legislation has been needed and stored in past years. Fleasc don tlet it again get lost or
defeated in the end o f session rush of weighty matters which you musi consider.

ricase do not hesitate to call mo if I mtght answer questions about the tntom. ~ of this needed IcgiilitkD
Retpectfully and Sinp*ly.

Me.DMD.

(907) 274-2525



U KVER nnilON 907 3049036

May 3. 1995

We unanimously support HR 182 and urge you to vote yes for its passage It is to be heard in
the Senate at 9:00am Thuisday, 5/4/%.

Sincerely yours,

Jan Mancss Marilyn Gogolowski
Dental Assistant Dental AssiStant
, 2<h b’%‘\* ur »
osemary’ R<$rs
SS%IQCCAQEEQ% y Dental Q(ssistant &Bgeceptionist

Rose E. Reed . N
Cerﬁf%d Dental Assistant & Practice Admmistratoi



Alaska State Legislature

Sliilc Capitol
REPRESENTATIVE CYNTHIA TOOHEY Juneau, AK WHO1-1182

DISTRICT 13

SPONSOR STATEMENT

Committee Substitute for House Bill 182 (HESS): "An act
allowing a dentist to delegate certain duties to a dental assistant.-

This bill will allow dentists practicing in Alaska to delegate to a
dental assistant the ability to perform three very specific tasks:
application of topical preventive agents, application of prophylactic
agents, and application of pit and fissure sealants. These practices
by dental assistants have been judged to be technically illegal by an
opinion issued by the Attorney-General, which has made the
provision ofdental care to Alaskans more difficult to effect. Enabling
dentists to delegate certain specific duties to assistants whom they
trust, and on whom they rely, is a step that must be taken in order to
give dentists as much flexibility as possible in doing their jobs. CSHB
182 will help dentists throughout the State, but v/ill be most helpful
to dentists who serve the rural population. The lack of practical
discretion currently available to dentists hinders their ability to see as
many patients as possible. For practitioners in rural settings,
especially for itinerant dentists traveling from village to village, this
problem is acute enough that it can result in a patient not being seen
due to time constraints. For the sake of Alaskans’ oral health. CSI IB

182 must be passed by the Nineteenth State Legislature.

CSHB 182 is supported by the Alaska Dental Society, the Alaska
N ative Health Board, Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc., the Coastal
D istrict Dental Society, Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation, the
Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium, and numerous

dental health professionals across the State.

Please support and vote for CSHB 182.

INTERIM ADDRESS: 716 West 4th Avenue, butte ibu, Anchorage, 99501*2133



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 18?
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: February 2B 1995 Department: Commerce and Economic Development
Title: An Act allowing a dentist to delegate certain BRU. Occupational Licensing

duties to a dental assistant Component Operations

S ponsor: Reps. Toohey. and Nicholia

Requostor. Representative Toohey COMPONENT SERIAL *: 1044
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Oollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FYO0O FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT 1

LAND 4 STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS 1

MISCELLANEOUS | |

TOTAL OPERATING 00 00 00 00 00 00
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES [ | 1 1 1
ICHANGE IN REVENUES 00 00 00 00 0.0 00
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts |

1003 GF Matcn

1004 General Fund

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL 00 00 00 00 00

Estimate of any current year (FY 95) cost: { 00

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME | 1 1
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY i

ANALYSIS: (Attach n separate page if necessary)

Funding is nol required to implement HB 182

Prepared by Phone 465*2144
Division: Occupational Licensing KM f Date 2/28/95
Approved by Commissioner William L Hensley Yv'l L Date

Agency Commerce and Economic Development

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governors Legislative Office
Page 1 of 1

00



Alaska Dental Society

3*¥100 Spona'd Road, Suilo 10
Anchorage. Alaska 99503
(907) 277- 4b75 « FAX: 274-2960

April 13, 1995

Dear Representative Toohey:

The Alaska Dental Society represents eighty-four percent of licensed practicing
dentists in Alaska. The ADS Executive Council has unanimously voted support
for House Bill 182, .ntroduced by Representatives Toohey and Nicholia. This bill
will allow efficient delivery of preventive treatment for the utmost benefit of the
public - most importantly, to those people residing in rural Alaska.

Along with community water fluoridation and daily oral hygiene measures, dental
sealants and topical fluoride applications are effective dental disease prevention
measures. Dental diseases in rural areas of this state are currently at epidemic
levels. Prevention programs are our only answer for curbing the costs of
conventional treatment.

The safety record for dental assistants performing theso procedures is well
established. Assistants nationwide, including Alaska prior to 1988, have provided
hundreds of thousands of these services.

HB 182 will allow supervised dental assistants in Alaska to resume providing pit
and fissure sealants and topical preventive agents. The loss of authority for
assistants to perform these procedures was an inadvertent consequence of the
revision of statutes which enabled dental hygienists to begin providing the
services. Tho 1988 attorney general's interpretation (hat any function in the
scope of hygiene practice cannot be performed by dental assistants set up tho
presont conflict - at the expense of limiting the public’s access to preventive
regimens.

In the dental office setting, tho doctors have the legal, ethical and clinical
responsibility for all care provided. Dentists are highly trained professionals with
state mandates toward maintaining clinical competency and continuing education
requirements. Certainly, they are qualified and motivated to evaluate auxiliaries’
skill and training levels for appropriate delegation of services. Further*, the Board
of Dental Examiners has the statutory power (AS 08.36.070) to establish
certification standards for any procedure requiring specific training.

Dentistry is committed to the passage of HB 182 in the interests of public health
and commends Representatives Toohey and Nicholia for having tho foresight to
see aneed and create positivo pro-prevention legislation. Please support this
Issue.
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SUasiba legislature

Intfiim : Session:
P.O. U«i\ 12HT Slate Capitol
Soldotna, AK [nnean. AK I
(+107) UtL' S 1L | (007) IiJi-I"tiM

Representative (iary L. Davis

MEMORANDUM April 12, 1995

T0: Senator Lyda Green, Chair
Senate HESS Committee

FROM:  Representative Gary Davis

RE: House Bill 214, "An Act relating to themaintenance by
health care providers of medical records in an
electronic format."

Please schedule House Bill 214 fora hearing in the HESS Committee at
your earliest convenience. Attached are the bill, fiscal note, sponsor
statement, sectional analysis, the current statute, three letters of support,
and a legal memorandum relating to the issue.

Thank you for considering this legislation.

attachment

APR 13 1995

sinnw Thylm | «-Suhtnlud In Sni‘iinl
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HOUSE BILL NO. 214 am
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY REPRESENTATIVE G.DAVIS

Amended:  4/10/95
Introduced:  3/1/95

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to the maintenance by health care providers of medical records

in an electronic formal.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

» Section 1. AS 18.20.085 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:
(ci- This section is subject to AS 18.95.010.
* Sec. 2. AS 18 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:
CHAPTER 95. MISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS.
See. 18.95.010. USE OF ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS. A health
provider may maintain and preserve its medical records in an electronic format
that protects the physical sccunty of the records and protects the records from access
by unauthorized persons. A health care provider who maintains and preserves the
records in an electronic format that provides these protections is not required to
maintain a separate paper copy The Department of Health and Social Services may
adopt regulations under AS 44 62 1Administrative Procedure Act) to regulate the

1180214b - [IH 214 am

COMMITTEE COBY irees e



implementation ot' this section.
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} 18.20.085 Health, Sai-kty, and Housing 5 18.20.090

(b) The department may by regulation require that a licensee or
applicant desiring to make a specified type of alteration or addition to
ita facilities or to construct new facilities shall, before commencing the
alteration, addition, or new construction, submit plans and specifica-
tions to the department for preliminary inspection and approval or
recommendations with respect to compliance with its regulations and
standards. (5 10 6-9 ACLA 1949; am § 5ch 112 SLA 1957;am 5 1¢h

40 SLA 1986)

CroM reference*. — For requirement
for certificate of need to elur a health
ear* facility. *e* AS 18.07

Sec, 18.20.085. Hospital records retention, (a) Unless specified
otherwise by the department a hospital shall retain and preserve
records that relate directly to the care and treatment of a piBfent for a
period of seven years following the discharge of the patient However,
the records pfa patient under 19 years ofage shall be kept until at
least two years after the patient has reached the age of 19 years or
until seven years following the discharge of the patient, whichever is
longer. Records consisting of X-ray film are required to be retained for
five years.

(b) The department shall by regulation define the types of records
and the information required to be included tn the records retained
and preserved under (a) of this section- The deportment may by regu-
lation specify records and information to be retained for longer periods
than those set out in (a) of this section.

(c) Ifa hospital ceases operation, it shall make immediate arrange-
ments, as approved by the department, for the preservation of its
records.

(d) In this section, "hospital" includes those facilities defined as
hospitals under AS 18.20.130 and 18.20.210. (5 1 ch 41 SLA 1970)

Coll*Ural reference*. — Admissibil-

ity on imu« of unity of expert opinion
baaed partly on medical, psychological or
Soapital report*. 55 ALR3d 551.

Admiaaibtlity under buainew* entry
(taluU* of hoapital record* in criminal
mar* <9 ALRW 22.

Admiaaibility tinder Uniform Bonnes.*
Rerrnda u Evidence Act or umilar tutuu
of medical report made by conruiting pby-

iﬁéfn to treating phyuaan £9 ALR3d

Admiaaibtlity under *uu law of baapi-
Ul record relating to intoxicanon or tobn-
ety of patient. 80 ALR3d 458

CKacowy of hoapiui‘a murnal record*
or communication* a* to qualification* or
(valuation* of individual phyocvan. 81
ALR3d 944

Sec. 18.20.090. Information confidential. The department may
not publicly disclose information received by it in u manner identify-
ing an individual or hospital except in a proceeding involving the
question of licensing, i 40-6-11 ACLA 1949)

47
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Bannister
4/10/95
A MENDME N
OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE BROWN
TO: HB 214
JI £

*
Page 1, line 9. following "fomia™f?

Insert " titat protects thc”ecurity of the records and protects the records from access
by unauthorized persons. A health care provider who maintains and preserves the records in

an electronic format that provides these protections is not required to"

Page 1, line 10:
Delete "without maintaining”
Insert "maintain”
Following "separate"
Insert "paper"

Delete "in a handwritten or other tangible format™



ALASKA STATE

H ospital & Nursing Home

ASSOCIATION

Senator Lyda Green, Chair April 28. 1995
Senate HESS Committee

Room 423 State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:

Yesterday \  had some questions about the process for authentication of
appropriate signatures when health care facilities maintain electronic medical records.

HB 214 requires the Department of Health and Social Services to adopt
regulations to implement the provisions allowing electronic records to be maintained
without paper backup. The Department has drafted the regulations and the Alaska
Health Information Management Association has formally supported them. A copy of
the regulations is accompanies this letter for your review.

On page 4 of the draft regulations, the issue of signatures is addressed as
follows:

(3) written signatures or initials and electronic signatures or computer-
generated signature codes are acceptable as authentication. All
signatures or initials, whether written, electronic, or computer-generated,
shall include the initials of the signers credentials.

(4) In order for a facility to employ electronic signatures or computer-
generated signatures codes for authentication purposes, the facilities
Governing Body and Medical Staff, if appropriate, must adopt a policy
that permits authentication by electronic or computer-generated
signature. The policy shall identify those categories of the medical staff,
allied health staff or other personnel within the facility who are authorized
to authenticate patient records using electronic or computer-generated
signatures.

On page 7 of the draft reqgulations, the qualifications of Records Administrators
are set out

(i) Each facility subject to the provisions of this section, with the
exception of ambulatory surgical facilities, must employ the services of a
records administrator who is registered by the American Medical Record
Association or a record technician who is accredited by the American
Medical Record Association to supervise the medical record service...

S i S inijl #1 1+ Jim m\ AK 99801 « <907) 586-1790 « Fax (907) 463-tf 7*



Senator Lyda Green April 28, 1995 Page 2

Please let me know if you have additional questions. We hope HB 214 will be
back on the Senate Calender soon for final passage.

Sincerely,

Garrey M. Peska, C P A.
Financial Consultant

cc: Harlan Knudson
Representative Gary Davis
Portia Bahcock
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DRAFT
7 AAC 12710, Uproposed to b rrpaaled and readopted to r«d:

7AAC 11770. MEDICAL RECORD SERVICE, (f) Each facility, with
the exception of home health a(I;enues, Intcrmodiat™ caxe facilities for the mentally
retarded and hirth ocnton, most hsv* a medical rtcord service which complies
with ths provisions of this 1CCtica.

(b? A facility must keep roeord(Jj on.all pahants admitted or accepted for
treatment. Oruinals or accural* _reBro Uctions of the contents cf the originals of
all records. Including x ray*. txeuit be mtinlained in a form which is legible and
readlily avaltabk LR(%the request of the attending physician, medical SalT,
reFreste_otatlva of the department, or, upon the pafient's written roqueit, lo other
pirictitioncn.

() Each in-patient medical record must include, as appropriate:
(1) an identification sheet which inclucles the;

A) patient’s rime;
medlctql re(%er numb%r, o
atlent's address on admission;
Bat_lentjs dee of irth;
patient’s sex;
patient's marital status;
patient’'s religious preference;
(H) dais of admisiion;
1) name, acldress and teIePhon_e number of a contact person;
name of the patient's attending physician;
Initial diagnostic Impression;
L) date o 1 discharge angd final diagnosis; and | )
M) source of payment including Social Security, Medicare
and Medicaid identification .umber (ifapplicable).

(7? _ . aphysical examination statement which includes all positive and
negative tladingj resulting from sn inventory of systems;

(3? amegical and, if applicable, a psychiatric h’llory recard, to

Include at a minimum _ahutorfy of the patient as to chief complaint, present

lllness, pertinent put history’, family history, and social history:

sufficient information tojustify the diagnosis and warrant the
tr«atm*%?an end res r]ts, Justy J
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(5 coniulution report! containing, wiittcn opinion* ilgned by the
consultant*, dental recora®, and report* 0f any tpecla) rtudiea;

(6) an odor ihcet which include! medication, traatment, and diet
order* signed by | phyilcltn,

(7I) pro?re_u note™ foe each aervice or treatment received which gzive
a chrono (%?lca picture of the patient™ progress and which arc sufficient to
delineate die oourse and remla of treatment;

() arses" notes, which must include but not be limited to the

following:
(A) ea«clie and accurate record of nuiving care administered;

(B) a record of pertinent obiervatiori and response to
treatment, Including i)sychosoual and physical manifestations,_
Incicent* and unustial occurrences, relevant nursing interpretation of
*och obs?rvatlons, and Vital Jign charting made by nuriing
personnel;

(Q an assessment at the time of admission;
D) | diachtrge plan;

(G) tho name, dot: %e, and time of xdministrailon of a

medication or treatment, the route of administration and lite of
injection. If other thaa by oral sdmuiutretion, of a medication, the
patient*! response, and the aignafurc of the pexsou who aJinmLrtcrcd
tha medication or tic, and

a record of an¥ restraint used, except soft tie rcalninU
used for aupport ard protection of the patient, showing the time of
application‘and removal,

(9 court erdan relevant to invohnrta/y treatment;

(10) laVritary reports.

(11) X«roy reports;
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(12) consent for, when applicable;

. (L3) operative report oo in-patienl and out—P,atient surgery hteluding
{aC—OpCH'[I vr-and post-operative diagnosis, description of findings,
echniques used, and tissue removed or altered, If appropriate;

(14) anesthesia records including pro-opaativa diagnosis and post-
anesthesia follow-up;

(15) a pathology report, if tissue or body fluid is removed;
(16) recovery room records;

(17) labor record,

(18) dlelivery record;

. (19) record of anconsul physical examination and condition 00
discharge;

~ (20) 1 discharge summary, Prepared_ and signed by the attendln(g
R]hg/swlan which brlﬁ . re?a itula ef the significant findings anal events of
patlent’s stay In the-facl |,l§(, conclusions s to, the pnma% and any
assuciated diagnoses, disposition a discharge to include Instructions and/or
medications, and recommendations and aitingnnents for future care; and

(21) any autopsy findings on i hospital death.

_ fd) A facility must maintain procedures to protect the information in
medical records from loss, defacement, tampering or access by unaulhorued
persons. The. medical record, Inclyding X-ray films, is the property of the facility
and Is maintained for the benefit of thepatiertt, the medical ua. T and the facility.

(®) A record must be completed within 15days of discharge and
authenticated or signed by (he attending physician o dentist

(0 Medical record entries mult be authenticated u follows:
(1? All entries into the medical record shall be authenticated by the

individual who made or authorized the entry. *Authentication,-for tho
purpose* of this section, means identification of the author of a medical
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record entry by <t Authar, and confirmation that the contents arc what the
Author iniended.

(2) Medical record cntrici shall include ill oo, orders or
observations Made hy direct patient ¢jui providert and anyother
Individuali required to malt# ruch entries in tho medical record, and written
Interpretive report! of diagnoitic test* or apaciflc treatment! including, but
rot limited to, radiglogic O electrocardiographic reports, operative reports,
reports of pathologic éxamination of tiiiue and other imilar reports.

(3 written signature* or initials and electronic Ilquatu_/m or
oom utcr—gcacn_ted Signature coges arc acceptable as aifthentication. Al
grl%rj turcs Or Initial!, hether written, electronic, or oc/nputw-gencraled,
| Include the Inifial! of the signer1 credentials.

(@ Inorder for a facility to employ electrode signatures or
eomputar=geacrated aignaturc codes for adithentication purposes, the
facilities Governing Body and Medical SiT. if appropriate, mutt adopt a
policy that permhj authentication by electronic or comtputer—generate
3|?na ure. The policy shall Identify those categoric! of the medical staff,
allied besdth staff or other personnel within the facility who art authorized
0 au%hen}lcate patient records using electronic or computer-generated
signature,

3 . At aminimum, die policy shall include adequate safeguard! to
ensure coo"denfiabty, including but not broiled to, the following:

(A) Each user myjt be, assigned a unique identifier that ii
generated through a confidential access code

. (B) The facility rauit certify in writing (et each identifier is
kept itric tctonflder]tlatl. Tb_the |f|caft|on rR_ustlmchdet_a_ .
ommigment to terminate a ujct'i use of 4particular |dentifier If it i
?ound_ %tt e I(Eentnll]er%aslﬂeen MISuse .p"Mlsus_eJ* shan mean
(hat die user has allowed souther penoo or personi to ate hil or her
ggrsocaDy usigned identifier, or that the identifier has othcrwiie

en Inappropriately used.

h access to die identifier and thé only person authorized

S(VZR The user myst certify in writing tint be or she U the onIY
&e\glson _ 0
the signature code.
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(Dﬂ Tht fWility must monitor tha OMof identifier!
ﬁ Ukd talca corrective action U needed, The process by

periodica : : SS Y
which tin fisdHty will conduct the monitoring thill be described hi

the policy.

(6) A system employing the use of electronic signatures or
compntar=-generated signature Code for authentication Shall include |
verification process to ensure (it the ontcot of authenticated entries If
accurate. The verification proceu thill incluc*, it I minimum, the

following provisions:

_ SA) Tho s¥stem shill require completion of geriain
designated fields Tor eech type of document before the document
mxy e authenticated, with 0 blanks, gaps or obvious contradictory
statements appearing within those dctijnilcd fields. The system
iU also _regul/e that cqrrection or ru glementlllon of rewou_tlg
ruihenticaied entries shill be made b ddltlonﬁ| cDiri ,acrﬁ)anlt ly
I"theoticatfd ind made subsequent In time to the original entry.

(B). The systcra must maka in opportuni% availahle to the
user to Verify that the document is accurate and that the signature has
boeo properly recorded

. (Q The facility most, as part of its qualit% assurance
activities, gerlodlcalel% (famgle,recoﬂﬁ generated Dy the system to
verity the accuracy and Integrity or the"system.

(7) Auser nuy terminate authorization for use of an electronic or
computer-gencrrtta m%nature upon written notice to the Director of
Msaieal Records or other person designated by the facility's pobcy.

Separatg@ Fach rgﬁgr&atreegord or entry generated by a user must be

authenticited
9 Any use of electronic recordkeeping to store patieni records
ﬁhay en are the safety and integrity of t%ose recorc@ a(r] ltut to tﬁe extent of
ard copy recorcs.

(A) All provideo shall ensure (fa safoty and integrity ofall
electronic media uwd to atore patient records by emplorl_ng an
offfsitn backup storage cyitem, ‘an image mechanism that is able to
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copy signature documents, and a mechanism to ensure that aixcc a
record U Input, it i» unalterable,

B) Alt minimum, reaionable aacurity shall be maintained
for aay computer on which any primry patient record or primary
patient record entry s created, entered, or retrieved. Kcaaooablc
security shall be maintained in the connection of such computer to
Ifly coo™utor or communications system oc network. The
reaaonabieneai of the security of acomputer or a oonncction shall bo
determined taking into consideration at least the following:

@) the dale of commercially available computer
technology,

0) tha affordall'ity of security technology,
proceaure! and techniques;

3) die likelihood of fhilu/e of sec,uritY and the risk
that Such’a failure could be caused intentionally;
... (&) the magnityae of harm that could rcault if security
fails, is inacequaté or Is breached;

. (3) known and reasonably tnricipamd threats to
security; and

86) Ifcnduds promulgated by national lP/ recognized |
standard Setting Kgariabans and professional associations in
the fields oflt{ith information, healthcare imformatics. and
computer security.

. © The security tyttera of say computer ogwhich a primary
patient record or primary patient record entryis created, entered, or
retrieved, including any connections to such’computer, shall be
designed, I'iliaed, maintained and administered toprevent
unauthorized access to primary patient records and to data contained
In such records, and to prevent unauthorized input to, or
modification or deletion of, such records and dAfa

(10 Original_hard oopica of patient records cay be destroyed once
the record has been eloCtrooically stored.
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_ (11% The printout of the compuiterized version_ shall bo considered
the original for the purpose of providing copiss to patients.

(12) Access k> clearoakilly uwod patient rocordj shall be made
available to the Section of Htilth Feilito'a# Uocoaing end Certification staff

promptly, upon request

(13) Any provider robjret to tlui section, choosing to utilize la
electronic recorakeeping system, thill develop tad ixnplemml policies ind
procedures to bchide safequards for confidentiality tad unauthorized
access 1o election! cally tiered patient beilth records, authentication by
electronic signature kéys, and Systems maintenance.

(14) Nothing contained In this chapter shall affect (e existing
re([]ulatory requirement* for the access, use, disclosure, confidentiality,
refention at record contenu, and maintenance of health information in
patient records by health care providers

?) Records must be Indexed in accordance with standard medical record
nomenclature to insure the prompt location o ft patient's medical record. A unit
medical record system shall be established Ad implemented with mpuienl,
outpatient and ernergency room records combined.

_ @ Aftransfer summary, snt;rsd bY th ph}(_smlanl must accompany the
atient if the patient s transferred o another facility or If tranxfened to & nursing
or intermediate cate Service unit *i:hin the same facility. The transfer summary
must include essential lafomudon relative lo the patient'l Asgr,ons, ooodittion
medications, treatments, dietary requirement, known allergies; ind treatment plan

|P Eact facility subjact lo tha provisions ofthis Kctiog, with (lie caccptiuA
of ambulatory surgical facilities, muse employ the serviceil of a records |
administrator *ho’Is registered by (re American Medical Record Association or a
record technician who U accradikd > the American Modrcal Record Association
to supervise the medical record service, and if the sdmimnraror or technician is a
Geclulunt only, somake vuiti to the facility not :u than twice per year to
organize and evaluate the operaticQ of the Service ind to rpro\_/lde vritlea reports lo
the medical record service and the administration of the facility’. The ftdmmisttiror
of the medical rcoocd department shall participate in educational programs relative
to medical record actjvities, in 00*the-job training and orientation of other medusl
record personnel, and.In.amice megical record educatlonaéfrograms

Professional cor sulution services should be provided for t médical record
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practitioner, The edmlnlruitw or accredited record technician shall be assisted by
ruch qualified personnel as are necasury Gurthe ooaduct of the eervice.

() Patient records including X-ray dims or reproduction thereof ihall be
preserved safely for aminimum of leven yean following dlschar?e of the ‘oatent,
except that the rxordi of unemancipated minor* »hiH be kop< al Toast until two

ean aAer such minor has reached the age of 19yean and in any case not less
han seven years.

() The facility shall maintain i medical record service which ihall be
conveniently located and adequate in size and equipment to facilitate the accurate
progessing, checking, indexing and filling of iU medical records. Medical records
shall be filed 1o an &aafly accéssible manner in the facility or in an approved
medical record storage agency offthe facility premises.

0) Provision shall be made for the safe storage of medical records. This
shall be deemed to mean (et medical records ire handled in luch manner as to
ensure safety from water Seepage or fire damage and are safequarded from
unauthorized use. Mediical records generally must nos be removed from the
facility environment except upon subpoena.

(m) Ifa fatuity crises operation, tha Daparbncot ahali bo informed within
4s hours 0f the arrangements made ro Safe lqreservatlon of patient records .
ahove required The Tacility shall have a policy o the preservation of patient
medical records in the everit of the closure of the facility.

() If pwnershiﬂ of a licensed facility change®, both the previous licensee
and the new licensee shall prior to the chan?e of ownership, provide the
Department with written documentation tha

(1) The new licensee will have custody of the patients' recordi upon
transfer of the hospital and that the records aré available to both the new
and former licensee and other authorised persons, or

_ (9 Arrangements have been made for the ufi preservation of
Patlent records, & ahove required, and that the records are available to both
he nrw tad former licensers and other authorised persons

. (0 . Acommittee crthe organised medical staff shall be responsible for
reviewing ucdica; meoeds t: entur* adeduate dvr ‘mentation, completeness,
promptness, and clinical pc.t <,..e
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(p) Any perxxi who L or has been &patient of i physician, hospital, or
other medltnl facility ihall be entitled to obtain icreu to the inforautioa
contained la til his/ner medical records upon requeu. Thi* request camedical
Inform*doc will Include minors when rich request Is made by die parent or legal
guardian. Copies of all medical ocorda shall be furnished pertaining to his or her
case upon (he tender of ths expenses ofsuch copy or oopic*

(g?, Onf-patiorl medical records will be maintained a1 correlated with
other fhality medical recorcs.

(1) Tbe out*p”Henl medics! records will be filed ia alocation which
emure* ready accctfifeihty to the physicians, nurses, and other personnel of
the department.

(2) The out"pa/irm ittedical record will bx integrated with the
patient's over-all medical recot

(3) lofonrltien eootitacd in th« madical record must be complete

examination, labcrefoiv and other diagnostic tests, diagnosis, and tretiment-
«te fkililate coat-Wy ofcarc.

Sr) Current record/ *r 4 those oo discharged patients must be completed
promptly.

(1) orient rrcor.It will be competed wilh'm 24 to 48 hoars
following admission

(2) If s pat/ontreadmitted within 30 diyi for the aame condition,
reference to the prtv’,0s history and pbyiical eximbAtioo with an interval
not* will rufCc

(s) Health facilities p*nahng medical records tray microfilm the medical
records and destroy the 0 * #>*1record b order to conserve space

(t) Laboratory repo~*c t-id test results shall be filed La the patient's medical
record and duplication cc”rr maintained by the lahnntory

(1) The Ishfraf-vy ijparvisor shall be nsfperuihla for dve laboratory

report
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(2) The govemning body shall establish aprooedutt Lo assure tfuit all
test* ar* appropriately "r.lered.

(3) Signed rtpnrrj of tissue examinations shall b« filed In the
patient? medical racckt) md duplication copie* kept In the laboratory.

(4) Allreporti of m*cro- and microscopic examination! performed
iball be signed by the pithologut performing die examination.

3 PfOVbler jhndl be mad* for the prompt filing of examination
reitiHi b tha patiertk medctl record and notification of the physician
rcqucrtbg the cxiaiip uion.

(6) Duplicat® Cd)**rof tha mminatioo report! ihall b« filed in the
laboratory in amanur wkich permits ready Identification and accessibility.

(¥)) Radiology depvt"W report* rmut be signed and shall be filed with the
patientl record with duplka* copies kept in the department.

(1) Request* by the nffecding physician Gx X-ray examination shall
contain aconcise of reason for the exambition.

(2) Reports ofm™"*preiitioru shall be written for dictated and signed
by die radioing St
]

3) X—ﬂ re\s  roentgenographs shill be preserved or
microfilmed the statute of limitition;.

(v) Social work ih»”  »lde adequate documentation of social work,
services provided wK.li sk* f&>f it of the psuicrj'j medlcal record and ihall
include:

(1) Ob«~v'uar ind tvial ajteittnent of thy pttUu.
(2) Plan of ttwsf/rit>t and social work senvices provided.

(3) Social including any recommendation for
follow-up.

PtO
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Representative Gary L. Davis

SPONSOR STATEMENT

HOUSE BILL 214

"An Act relating to the maintenance by health care providers of
medical records in an electronic format"

House Bill 214 is fairly basic legislation. HB 214 will clarify th.n
electronically stored medical records on computer terminals are legally

acceptable in lieu of records on paper.

Hospitals and Nursing Homes are moving toward "pr.p:rles« offices” in an
effort to promote efficiency. However, some providers are hesitant to
implement the electronic retention and maintenance of medical records
without a hard-copy back-up due to the lack of explicit legal authority.

The current statute relating to medical records neither prohibits or permits
them to be kept electronically. A legal memorandum from Legislative
Legal Services is indicative of health care providers' concerns that the
ability to maintain medical records is not clearly defined in statute or
regulation. House Bill 214 will lend some clarity to the medical records

statute.
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March 10, 1995

Representative Gary Davis
420 State Capital
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davis:

We truly appreciate the work that you have done to bring about HB214.
We believe it is an important step in helping control costs of health care.
The space we have allocated to paper files is large and growing every

day. T0 be able to store on disk will s?ve time, space, and effort.

Sincerely,

Acting Executive Director

ccC: Representative Scott Ogan
Representative Beverly Masek

TD/vIr

TOM'TOM.155



ALASKA STATE

H ospital & N ursing H ome

ASSOCIATION

Senator Lyda Green. Chair April 13, 1995
Senate HESS Committee
Room 423 State Capitol
Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green

The members of the Alaska State Hospital and Nursing Home Association
support House Bill 214 am, "An Act relating to the maintenance by health care
providers of medical records in an electronic format."

As health care providers move toward "paperless offices", itis important that
Alaska lav/ keep pace with those changes. HB 214 will clarify that electronically
stored medical records are legally acceptable in lieu of records on paper

House Bill 214 am requires that medical records stored electronically be
protected from unauthorized access and for physical security

Thank you for scheduling the bill for a hearing in the Senate Health Education
and Social Services Committee on April 19. 1995, We would appreciate your yes vote
on HB 214

If you have any questions orcomments please contact me at 364-2244 or i
Harlan Knudson at 586*1790.

Sincerely.

Garrey M Peska. C.P A
Financial Consultant

cc Harlan Knudson
Representative Gary Davis

APR 17 1995

>19 SeWadd Srerrr * 11 «Juneu . AK 99X01 «(907) 5891790. Fax (907) J0).357.1



ALASKA STATE

H ospital & N ursing H ome

ASSOCIATION

Representative Gary Davis March 2. 1995
Room 420 State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Gary:

The members of the Alaska State Hospital and Nursing Home Association
support House Bill 214, "An Act relating to the maintenance by health care providers of
medical records in an electronic format.*

As health care providers move toward '‘paperless offices", itis important that
Alaska law keep pace with those changes. HB 214 will clarify that electronically
stored medical records are legally acceptable in lieu of records on paper.

Thank you for sponsoring HB 214. We look forward to working with you to
support passage of the bill during this legislative session.

Sincerely,

Garrey ""Peska. C P A.
Financial Consultant

cc: H'.Jan Knudson

319 Seward Stw xt #11 sJuneau. AK 99801 + (907) 586-1790 « Fax (907) 463-3573



March 12, 1995

Representative Gary Davis
State Capital Room 420
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Davis,

| am writin? in support of Houso Bill No. 214, an Act relating to the maintenance by health care
providers of medical records in an electronic format.

Computer based patient records are important tools for supporting the clinical decision maklnﬁ
process and improving the quality of patient care. ~ Computer hased patient records assist healt
care providers to promptly locate and retrieve patient information, which can increase the quality
and efficiency of health care. Current paper based modical records can lead to delays in diagnosis
and treatment due to time required to rotrieve the medical record and route it to tho treatment area.
Electronic patient records can save essential time in treatment of patients during emergencies.

Computer programs can be utilized to alert health care providers to patients clinical parameters
requiring immediate attention. These programs will improve the quality of care provided fo patients,
Computer based medical records can quickly alert providers to patient's medical diagnoses and
allergies, which are essential to emergency treatment.

As proponents of health care reform frequently note, it is imperative that health care costs ho
reduced. The use of computers to document pafient care can assist in reducing costs. It is essential
that hoalth care professionals bo allowod to utilize computors to their fullest extent by maintaining
and Pr,eservmg patient medical information in an electronic format, without being required to also
maintain a paper copy of tho patient record. Currently health care providers are required to pnnt the
patient rcpoas from the computer for maintenance in a paper based medical record. These reports
must be signed by the health care professionals. This is a very expensive and time consuming
process, whicn does not aad to the quality of patient care or documentation.

Electronic patient records will also facilitate treatment of patients at differont locations within a
health care system. Electronic based patient records can assist health care providers to provide
integrated health care services across multiple settings and providers of care, and can Support
efforts to simplify tho administration of health care and reduce health care costs.



AKHIMA has been working with DHSS Health Facilities Licensing and Certification Division to
develop requlations for electronic medical records. It is necessary to allow patient information to ho
maintained in electronic format, with adequate security and backup processes to assure proper
rotontion of the medical record data, and with provisions to safeguard tho confldentlal_lt)( of tho
patient information. We have developed draft regulations which address the essential issues
relating to electronic patient information, including authentication, confidentiality, access, and

retention and security.

The Alaska Health Information Management Association (AKHIMA) is Alaska's professional
organization of credentialed specialists in medical records and health information management.
Health information management professionals are responsible for patient health information,
including patients medical record, both computer based and “aper.

/B\}ﬁHIMA supports HB214 and urges tho Legislature of the State of Alaska to enact this proposed
ll

Sincerely,

Char Thompson, ART
President

cc: Darin Morgan



ALASKA HEALTH INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION
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April 15, 1995

Senator Lyda Green
State Capital Room 423
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Fax 465-3805

Dear Senator Green,

| am writin? in supPort of House BH No. 214, an Act relating to the maintenance by health care
roviders of medical records in an electronic format, which is scheduled for hearing by the Senate
ESS Committee on April 19 at 9:00 am. | wish to testify via teleconference in support of this bill
on behalf of the Alaska Health Information Management Association.

Computer based patient records are important tools for supporting the_clinical decision maklnﬁ
process and improving the quality of patient *are. ~ Computer hased patient records assist healt
caro providers to ﬁromptly locate and retrieve patient information, which can increase the quality
and efficiency of health care. Current paper based medical records can lead to dela}/s in diagnosis
and treatment due to time required to retrieve the medical record and route it to the treatment area.
Electronic patient records can save essential time in treatment of patients during emergencies.

Computer programs can be utilised to alert health care providers to patients clinical parameters
requiring immediato attention. These programs will improve tho quality of care provided to patients.
Computer based medical records can quickly alert providers to patient's medical diagnoses and
allergies, which are essential to emergency treatment.

As proponents of health care reform frequently note, it is imperative that health care costs bo
reduced. Tho use of computers to document pafiont core can assist in reducing costs. It is essential
that health caro professionals be allowed to_ utilizo computers to their fullest extent by maintaining
and PreserV|ng pationt medical information in an oloctromc format, without bomg required to also
maintain a paper copy of tho pationt record. Currontly health caro providers aro required to print tho
patient reports from the computer for maintenance in a paper based modical record. Those reports
must bo signed by tho health caro professionals. This is a vory oxpensivo and timo consuming
process, which does not add to tho quality of patient care or documentation.

Eloctromc patient records will olso facilitate treatment of patients at difforont locations within a
health caro system. Electronic based patient records can assist health core providors to provioo
integrated health caro servicos across multhle settings and providers of caro. and con support
efforts to simplify the administration of health caro and reduce health core costs.

APR 1 8 1°9n



AKHIMA has been workmg{ with DHSS Hoalth Facilities Licensing and Certification Division to
develop requlations for electronic medical records. It is necessary to allow pationt information to bo
maintained In electronic format, with adequate security and backup processes to assure proPer
rotention of the medical record data, and with provisions to safeguard tho confldentlalm( of the
patient information. We have dovijlopod draft regulations which™ address the essential issuos
relating to electronic patient information, including authentication, confidentiality, access, and

retention and security.

The Alaska Health Information Management Association (AKHIMA) is Alaska's professional
organization of credentialed specialists in medical records and health information managomont.
Health information management professionals are responsible for pationt health information,
including patients medical record, both computer based and paper.

é}ﬁHIMA supports HB214 and urges the Legislature of the State of Alaska to enact this proposed
ll

Sincerely,

Char Thompson, ART
President

APR! fi 1395



Are

The Alaska Health Information Management Asso-
ciation, or AKHIMA, is Alaska's professional organi-
zation of credenfialec) specialists in health information
management (HIM). AKHIMA is affiliated with the
35,000 member American Health Information
Management Association (AHIMA),

AKHITMNMAZ®S

Professional

Definition

HIM professionals are the experts who secure,
analyze, integrate and manage information that
steers the healthcare industry. At the heart of the
profession's information responsibilities are records,
both computer-based and paper, of patients' health
caro. The HIM professional orchestrates the collec-
tion of many kinds of data while advocating patient
confidentiality and ensuring authorized access to the
individual patient record.

The Mission of

ALK H I M A

The mission of AKHIMA is to promote the art and
science of health information management by
achieving and maintaining high standards of compc
tency, developing educational programs and promot-
ing professional growth. Along with physicians,
nurses, administrators and other members of tho
health care team, we continually strive to improve tho
quality ol health information for all Alaskans. We
endeavor to meet the challenges of a changing
health care delivery system by providing assistance
and contribution within the scope of our profession,

AAK H I M A Serves..

Pa'[len'[S: by advocating confidentiality of their health information and promoting comprehensive documentation
of tho medical care they receive. In an increasingly mobile society, AKHIMA members are key players in tho
development of the computer-based medical record

PhyS|C|anS and Other health prOfeSS|0na|S: by providing tho latest developments in health in.jrmation sys-
tems. documentation requirements, dnta and statistical trends and information for clinical decision-making and

patient care planning.

fTesearchers, government agencies, insurance companies and employers: by providing authorized data

and access to our expertise.

The HIM specialist may be employed in the management of data and information; supervision of clinical regis-
tries (cancer, trauma, diabetes, cardiac); utilization management; quality assessment; risk management; sales
and marketing; education; medical research. These professionals are visible in settings such as:

Govemmcnt/Regulatory Agencies
federal and state health departments
federal and state regulatory agencies
education

peer review organizations

Private Industry

insurance companies
consulting firms
computer companies

Health Facilities

acute care hospitals
ambulatory surgery centers
medical and dental practices
health maintenance organizations industrial health

17w firms

pharmaceutical companies

long term care hospitals
mental health facilities
substance abuse programs
rehabilitation centers

home health agencies



O ur M em bers

AKHIMA mombors oro committed lo oxcellonco in
health information. Through our national organization.
HIM specialists are crodonlialod in one of the following
caroor paths:

fuRA |i

Registered Record Administrator

A Registered Record Administrator (RRA) is a
manager as well as an information specialist RRAs
frequently interact with other members of medical,
financial and administrative stalls to ensure that
iniormation systems are protoctod and driven by
accurate, up-to-date information. RRAs also typically
determine health infoimation policies, budgets and
resources.

You can become an RRA by earning a bachelor's
degree from an accredited college program and then
passing tho national registration exam By passing this
exam, you earn tho RRA credential.

Accredited Rocord Technician

An Accredited Rocord Technician (ART) compiles,
analyzes and evaluates health information An ART's
responsibilities also typically include: maintaining and
using health data; controlling the uso and release of
health information; and supervising staff

You can become an ART by earning an associate's
degree through an accredited collogo program, such as
the University of Alaska-Sitka distance learning
program m health information management, or by
completing AHIMA's Independent Study Program You
earn the ART credential after successfully passing the
national accreditation exam

Certified Coding Specialist

A Certified Coding Specialist fCCS) is the recognized
expert in analyzing health records and assigning
classifications to medical data A CCS applies codes to
report diagnoses and procedures for all payors
including tho tedcral government and private insurance
companies This information is also used in research,
statistical reporting and planning

To become a CCS, you must have a high school
diploma or equivalent, on-the-job coding experience
and a sotid coding education A coding education can
bo attamod through workshops, seminars and coding
tracts within HIM college programs You may use tho
CCS credential altor passing a cortilication exam

Health Information
Management isa
Growing Profession

HIM career opportunities continue to grow. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates that more than
47.000 additional HIM professionals will bo needed
by the year 2005.

For more information about retaining the services ol
an HIM professional or lo learn more about careers
in HIM, wrile or call:



Alaska
Health
Information
Management
Assoclation

Steering your health inforrgation
into the next century

2.000 and beyond.



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

STATE OF ALASKA
907) 465-18670r 465-2450

F V i(907) 465-2029 130 Seward Street. Quite 409
Mail Slop 3101 Juneau. Alaska 99801-2105
ME MORANDU M December 14, 1994
SUBJECT: Electronic medical records (Work Order No 9-LS0313)
TO: Representative Gary Davis
Attn  Dann
FROM: Theresa Bannister

Legislative Counsel

You have asked for an opinion relating to the use of electronic medical records. Essentially
you arc concerned with whether private health care facilities are legally able to keep all
medical records electronically without maintaining a hard copy back-up You have provided
three situations for illustration and examination.

t  Introduction of electronic information. You have raised the potential problem of
it .reducing a hard-copy of electronic information as evidence in court. .Aside from other
evidentiary rules that have to be satisfied for the introduction of any piece of evidence, it
appears that the fact that you arc working from an electronic source would not by itself
prevent the introduction of the hard copy Alaska Rule of Evidence 1002 appears to allow
the introduction That rule requires that the "original writing, recording, or photograph” is
required, except as otherwise provided by state statute or other state court rule. Although
this wording does not look promising, the definition of "original™ includes the following
language Ifdata are stored in a computer or similar device, any printout or other output
readable by sight, shown to reflect that data accurately, is an original™ However, it is
possible that an electronic reproduction of another document (e.g. a signed consent form)
may not be considered to be "data" for the purposes of that definition In that case, .Alaska
Rule of Evidence 1003 would seem to provide for the introduction, since it authorizes the
admission ofa duplicate unless a genuine question is raised as to authenticity or it would be
unfair to admit the duplicate in lieu of the original. Therefore, it appears that the .Alaska
Rules of Evidence provide for the introduction of electronic information by hard copy
However, the rules may not be express enough for your purposes

2 Requirement of "legibility” Does'he regulatory requirement (7 .AAC 12 770(b)) that
medical records be maintained in a "legible” form mean only a "written" format, or does it
include an electronic format as well9 The term, "legible,” is not defined for the regulation
Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (19° 1) defines the term as "capable of being read
or deciphered " Under that definition, "legible” would include electronic records since they



Representative Gary Davis
December 14, 1994
Page 2

can be "read " The apparent purpose of the regulation would be served by this interpretation.
That subsection reads as follows:

(b) A facility must keep records on all patients admitted or accepted for
treatment. Originals or accurate reproductions of the contents of the originals
ofall records, including x-rays, must be maintained in a form which is legible
and readily available upon the request of the attending physician medical staff,
representative of the department, or, upon the patient's written request, to
other practitioners.

Aside from making the information available for regulatory purposes, it appears that the
purpose of the legibility requirement is to expedite and facilitate the treatment of patients.
Therefore, if one can obtain and read the information, whether written or not, it should be
adequate. Tliis requirement, therefore, docs not prohibit the use of electronic medical records

without hard copies.

Some of the other terminology and requirements in 7 .AAC 12.770(c) suggest that some
written documents have to be held and that "legible” might be interpreted to require a hard-
copy back-up the reference to “identification sheet,” in 7 AAC 12 770(c)(1) and "order
sheet" in 7 AAC 12.770(c)(4); the inclusion of court orders and consent forms (which involve
patient signatures; and the signature of a person who administers medication or treatment in
7 AAC 12.770(c)(6)(E)). However, the regulation allows the facility to maintain "accurate
reproductions” of the records (7 AAC 12.770(b)), and this would accommodate electronic
filing without hard-copy back-up.

Assuming that no hard copy is requred, the electronic system must still meet the requirements
of the regulation: legibility and availability. In other words, the system must be designed to
have these attributes. For example, since computers are notorious for "going down." it would
seem that the electronic system must do whatever is necessary to insure that the records arc
legible and available at all times, e g. back-up sy items, other computer access, etc.

3 Use of fingerprint-based security system. The regulatory record security requirement docs
not either prohibit or allow the use of a fingerprint-based security system 7 AAC 12-770(d)
merely requires a facility* to maintain procedures to protect the information in medical records
from loss, defacement, tampering, or access by unauthorized persons Even assuming a hard-
copy back-up is required, a fingerprint secunty system could be used if it met the
requirements of the regulation

4. Authentication by computer key You have suggested that the existence of a regulation

AAC 2 770(e)) authorizing authentication by computer key may indicate that clarification
is necessary to confirm the ability to keep medical records by electronic means This provision
is neccssan/ only because the regulation itself requires generally that the attending physician
or dentist authenticate or sign the record This provision tends to reinforce the ability to keep



Representative Gary Davis
December 14, 1994
Page 3

medical records electronically without hard copies, because it establishes an alternative to
making a signed hard copy

5. General question. | have not found any statute or regulation that expressly allows or
prohibits die keeping of medical records electronically without a hard-copy back-up, except
that AS 18.20.085(a) does specifically address the retention of x-ray film. However, the court
rule appears to be compatible with this proposed approach. The regulation appears also to
be compatible with this approach, although it is not a clear conclusion, and I cannot say with
any finality that a health care provider may maintain only electronic records without a hard-

copy back-up.

6. Need for legislation or regulation and court rule change. In light of the conflicting signals
provided by the regulation, it would seem advisable to obtain express permission for keeping
electronic medical records without hard-copy back-up, and for any other connected potential
problem areas. You may be able to approach this through regulation, since the Department
of Health and Social Services appears to have quite a bit of authority iO adopt regulations in
this arc3 (sec AS 18.20.060 and 18.20.085). With regard to the admission of records in
court, amendments can be handled either by amendment of the court rules by the Alaska
Supreme Court, which periodically amends the court rules to accommodate changing needs,
or by statutory change. The Alaska Supreme Court has standing committees that advise it
on changes necessary for the court rules.

This analysis has been done very quickly to enable you to have some guidance before I leave
the office for a few days. Therefore, if you need further research done, or if I can help with

another aspect of this matter, please advise.

TLBglc
95-005 glc
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nea-alaska position paper

HB 215

NEA-Alaska supports passage of HB 215. Currently a pupil hostile to the
wolfaro, safety or morals of other pupils may bo suspended from school.
We feel that most assume that a pupil demonstrating similar behavior to a
school employee could also bo suspended for the same reason. If hostile
behavior is directed at a school employee, current suspension law provides
that children must be endangered in order to suspend tho child.

The proposod change in the statute simply gives school districts greater
flexibility to apply suspension to students who endanger the welfare, safety
or morals of scnooi employees whilo working alono while at school.

HB 215 would allow school districts to suspend students who demonstrate
hostile behavior to school employees. Many times employees are at school
before and after tho school day. Acts of violence against employees by
students have occurred when children wero not prosont, but bocause of the
tochnical omission from tho statute tho violent act against an employee
could not bo used as solo grounds for suspension.

Earlier this year we rocoivod a report from an ombudsman who represented
a studont who pointed a weapon at a principal. This act was committed at
a time when children wore not present at school. Even though tho child
was given propor ottontion by civil authorities, tho school district could not
suspond tho student because students woro not present or not in dangor.

Wo fool, with this slight chango in tho law, school districts will clearly have
an opportunity to suspend a studont if they demonstrate bohavior that
throatons a porson employod at school.

3 7-95
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE STATE CAPITOL JUNEAU 99801
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES <097] 465-3759

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Lyda _ _
Senate HESS Committee Chair

FR: Representative Cynthia
Representative Can
House HESS Committee

DA:  March 23, 1995

RE: Scheduling of HB 215 "An Act relating to suspension of a
student from a public school."

We would like to res ectfuI_IE/ request that you schedule HB 215
before the Senate HESS Commiftee at your earliest convenience.

This bill passed the House with a vote of 37 - 0 and has a zero
fiscal note.

Thank you for your consideration in scheduling this legislation.



HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMIT [|FF.

ALASKA STATE LEGISL\ 11 H. STATE CAPITOL JUNEAU 99801

HOI SF OF RI PRFSENTATIVF.S

HB 215 AM "An Act relating to suspension of a student from a
public school."

This legislation is intended to correct a weakness in the current
statute on suspension from or denial of admission to a Fubllc
school. One of the five reasons a school district is allowed to
susi)end a child is for behavior that is inimicable to the
welfare, safety or morals of other pupils. For a school district
hostile behavior, pupils must be

|
to suspend a child dem onstratln% e

present and their welfare, safefy ¢ ora _
If a school employee or volunteer is alone at school or alone in
a classroom with no children Rrese,nt and the school employee or
volunteer is threatened by a hostile pupil, that event cannot
S%r'\ioel as grounds for the School district to suspend the hostile
child.

or morals must be threatened.

For example, if a pupil entered a school at the end of the day
with no children present and pointed a gun at the principal, the
ch Id could not be suspended under the provisions outlines in AS
14.30.045. The child could be prosecuted for assault, but the
school district could not use the event as grounds for suspension
of the student in this case.

The remaining four provisions of <S 14.30.045 do not address the
school district %r_ounds for suspension of the child under this
circumstance. This amendment w ill correct the problem by
allowing school districts to suspend students who demonStrate
inimicable behavior to school administrators, teachers,
ae,ctre,tatrles, aides, volunteers, or any employee of the school
Istrict.



§ 14,30.040 Education 5 14 30 045

impartial investigation of .ill apparent violation* If it reasonah'; ap-
pears upon investigation that a pei«gji ha- violated AS 14.30.010. the
governm%body_ ofa di-trict nh™l «("Ci-'L.i! «duc.itiotial attendance
area, or the chief administrative ollicer ol a private or federal school,
shall make and file with the district court a complaint against the
gerson, charging the violation 'S 37-7-3 ACLA 1949, am 4 1ch 32
LA 1949: am § 38 ch 98 SLA 1966; am « 55 ch 6 SLA 1984; am § 23
ch 85 SLA 19881

Effect of mmenrimi-nis m|'E* le «JJ ch « SLA 1*** HCSCSSB 411
amendment. effective June J. 1988 de- Jud *ci House 4 Senate Joint
lei>*d the former la*t sentence, which re.id Journal Supp.eftient No 18. May 10.

'The judge or mam*tpt<-may t»>u* « »ar- jij p, & .. .
rant for the arrrat of tho per, mand mav  Gollateral reference*. - Privilege |
acw Wg@l} P . feport™ or «fatemer.t* about *choolI pﬂpll’D

A eﬁow —Furan ﬁ
<milvA or the amendment of thix ¢p«ion

ee 14.30.040 Ksteri ( S g ’mto? Me* public
scﬁool*]Ior aborigine* }Repeae&pf 59% 9£LA 96%.1 P

Sec. 14.30.045. Ground*, for suspension or denial of ndmis-
sion. A school age child may be suspended from or den ed admission
to the public school tha' tho child i otherwise entitled *>attend only
for tho following causes . .

1' continued wilful disobtd,. ncc or open and persistent defiance of
reasonable school authority.
tﬁz beha?nor that is inimicable to the welfare safety, or morals of
other puplis, . : .

43 appﬂysmal_or mental condition that in the opinion ofa competent
medical adthority will render the child unable to reasonably benefit
from the programs avai'nblc; _

M> a physical or rneniai cond'tion that in the opinion of a competent
medical authority will cause the attendance of the child to be
inimicable_to the welfare of other pupils; o

<5/ conviction of a felony that the governmq body of the district

determines will cause the attendance of the child to be inimicable to
the welfare or education of other pupil* t 39 *m 98 SLA 1986

NOTES TO DEC ISIONS

fluoted in Brre*e % Smith V! P24

159 Veo 197]
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. ___ tIB-215
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Dale. Department AHected: Education
Title: Grounds for Suspension of Students BRU: Executive Administration
Component: Commissioner’s Oltice
Sponsor: (HI HESS Comm ittee bv request
Requester: (HI HESS Committee COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 185

OPERATING FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & S1RUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEQOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 00 0.0 oo oo 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL

REVENUE FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1006GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL oo oo 00 00 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORALY

Estimate of current year (FY95) impact S 0o.Q

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary )

This legislation clarifies when a school ago child may be suspended from public school. Houso Bill 215 will have no
fiscal impact on tho Department of Education.

Proparodby: Sheila Peterson. Special Assistant Phone: j*fi5~aS2
Division: Commissioner’s Office___ Date: March S-1225.
Approved by Commissioner: M|heMahf||.
Agency: Education Date: March S..1SS5.

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For turffw a»#ibut>on intevmasen u i tho Qovornors lopHafvo Oft* -

Po» 195 p*9»—1






Alaska State Legislature

House of Representatives

COMMI;I;TEEASSIGNMENTS % ) T %’Wﬂ, SUTEMI

JTORIM ,
e
MEMORANDI
To: Senator Lyda Green, Chai _
Senate Health, Education, Committee
oM Representative Pete Kott,
CS for HB 216 (HES)
Date: April 4,1996
Subject: Request for a Committee Hearing on CS HB 216(HES)

| would like to request a Senate Health, Education, and Social Services
Committee Hearing on CS I 1B 216(LIES) at your earliest convenience.

InltlaII%(, this bill was conceived as an attempt to establish a $10 million Alaskan
Education Technology Program and Fund to provide educational technology
resources to our state'school districts. Despite Statewide interest and suppaort,
our current fiscal austerity prevents such funding from happening at this time.
However, | still feel that keeping abreast of educational technology
developments is important for Alaska. Consequently, I have modified the
direction and thrust of this bill, while still keeping to its original conception.

This bill would still establish a Fund, but this would be to provide a mechanism
to accept federal and private sector grant funds and equipment that are available
or about to become available. It would also require the Department of Education
to provide a centralized, coordinating role of leadership in obtalnmgg and _
distributing information about educational technology to school districts, and in
particular providing them with information about the availability of grants.

For your reference, attached are the following documents:

Bill HISIOEX _
Sectional Analysis
Sponsor Statement.
Background Material

Fiscal Notes have been re(iuested; if you need a%sfurther information, please feel
free to call me or my assistant, Roger Poppc, at 4065'3777.

R epresentative Pete Kottt
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SPONSOR STATEMENT
CS HB 216 (HES)

Alaskans and Alaskan students must start becoming more involved in the latest
developments in technology, particularly in the use of comlouters. The original
and continued intent of this bill is to provide a vehicle to allow Alaskans to learn
and stay abreast of these technological changes.

The original bill set up an Alaskan Education Technology Program. Its intent
was to establish a special Fund to allow this to happen, With a potential request
of up to $10million dollars in general fund money to be established in the Fund
through the operating budget.” Because of this large sum, and the fiscal austerity
we are now facing, it did not seem feasible that this kind of funding could be
obtained in this legislature.

However, this proposed revised version of the bill eliminates this $10 million
approP_rlatlon, while still attempting to get the State more involved in
educational technology than it currently’is. The bill would establish the Fund,
but without Stale money. The Fund would still be established because it is
important to have a mechanism in place that could receive and, if needed, pass
throu?_h funds from the private sector and the federal government. A similarly
operafing fund, the Alaska Children's Fund, has already been established.

The federal government recently made several billion dollars available in
competitive grant money to states and school districts for educational
technology. ‘Additionally, the private sector, includin comﬂuter companies, are
also providing more and more funds and e(impmentt rough the granting
process. It is important for Alaska to be able to access these funds.

This proP_osed CSwould require the Department to deveIoP_ and promote the use

of educational technology through such things as collaboration with various

groups, training, parental involvement, and making recommendations to the

State Board. Most importantly, it would provide a coordinated, centralized place

in the Department of Education to deal with statewide educational technology

needs, and it would provide school districts with information on competitive
rants and how to obtain them. Both the Department of Education and the
epartment of Revenue now have zero Fiscal notes.

R epresentative Pete Kott
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SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
CS HB 216(HES)

Version 9-LS0765/0
Section #1: Lists the findings and purposes of the hill, which deals with
educational technology.
Section #2: Adds several new sections to the Alaska statutes, including:

Section_AS 14.30.800, which establishes the Alaska Education
Technology Fund and lists its four-fold purpose;

Section AS 14.30.810, which lists the duties of the Department
of Education in relation to educational technology;

Section AS 14.30.820, which gives authority to the Department
of Revenue to handle all assets relafing to the fund; and

Section Aﬂ? 161_]?0.850, which provides definitions for terms used
in the bill.

Section #3: Provides for an effective date of July 1, 199

R epresentative Pete Kott
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AMERICA'S TECHNOLOGY LITERACY CHALLENGE
February 15, 1996

EXPANDING EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY. Today, President Clinton travels

>10

technology L| eracy Chal

Union City, New erse){e to announce a 52 billion, five-year

nge fund. The fund wiill help states,

localitiés an prlvate sector companies work to ensure that our
>schools provide all our children with a ?reater opportunity to

>learn the skills they need to thrive ir.

he next century.

>President Clinton and Vice P reS|dent Gore will see a demonstration

>0f

>Chr|st0pher Co

e educational technolo at has connected students at
?umbus Junlorg ﬂ School and the Seroer. Academy of

technolo%y to each other and to the world over the information

>super|g
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Te*t ham

way.

“In our schools, every classroom in America rust ce connected
to the information superhighway with computers and good
software and well-trained “teachers. | ask CongresS to
support this education technology |n|t|at|ve sc tr.at we can



accountability, each state mur not only set benchmarks,
but it must also publicly rep tat the end ofevery
school year to it3 residents the progress madein
achieving its benchmarks and how it will achieve the
ultimate objectives of its strategies in the most cost-
effective manner.

LOCAL COMMUNITY CHALLENGE OPTION: while states are encouraged
to come forward with statewide strategies in order to receive
funding, a state may also choose to have its local communities
compete individually for a pro-rata portion of its fund3. Or
if a state is unable to come forward with a statewide strategy
application, local communities — or consortia — will have
theoption to come forward with local plan3.

LOCAL INNOVATION CHALLENGE FUND: Even where a state does have
? a\teW| e strate%\y cal consortia of prlvate companies and
oca communities | e elig |b|e to compete for a innovation
chall en?e fund, which w ill be fund e bg expan ling the existing
Technofogical Learning Challenge from S10 million a year to
$50 million a year. This WI|| further ensure that everyone
can nartlmpate In meeting this Technologically Literacy
Challenge

Funding Levels: The Technology Literacy Challenge Fund will
Browde a total of $2.0 billio'n qver five years. The
resident made a commitment.in his balanced budget proposal
that even as spending is belng cut dramatically,” education
funding w ill continug to grow"each y?ar In_response to the
Nation's education needs The $2 biillion in discretjonary
spending over the next |ve %ears b)( coming from within these
funds, will_mean ho or cutting lower r|or|t%/
programs Funding tate w ill be based on the number of

students in each state

Reassessment and Review: The Technology Literacy Challenge
Fund will provide funding for five years, then be subject to a
sunset provision to allow a review of what the Fund has
accomplished and a reassessment of whether tho Fund is still
necessary, and if so at what level of funding.

Building on Affordable Connections under the
Telecommunications Act: The_President S|gned
Telecommunications b il on Thursday, February, 8 1996.  This
landmark Act w (Il lower the costs of connecting schools and
classrooms to the information sugerhlghway by Dillions of
dollars, by requmng carrlers to provide” tefecommunications
services t0 schools and libraries at discounted rated —
helping schools and students gain access to the |nternet and
advanced information services™ The T echnolog¥ Literacy
Challenge takes the next step by building on“this new pIattorm
to supFort the natlonal partnership that™ can now accomplis

the national mission of preparing all students with the basic
skills they will need for the 21st century.

>Kirk Winters
>Qffice of the Under Secretary

>U.S.

Department of Education

>kW|nter38|neted gov
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Text

AMERICA'S TECHNOLOGY LITERACY CHALLENGE
February 15, 1996

>EXPANDING EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY. Today, President Clinton travels
>to Union City, New erseY to announce billion, five-year
technology L| eracy Challenge fund. e fund will help states,
localities and private sector comveanles work to ensure that our
>schools provige all our children with a ?reater opportunity to
>learn the skills they need to thrive in the next centyry.
>President Clinton and Vice President Gore will see a demonstration
>of the educational technolog)(_lt M has connected students at
Chrlstopher Columbus Junior”High School and the Eerger. Academy cf
technology to each other and to the world over the nformation

Superhlghway

"In our schools, every classroom m A-erica rust be connected
to the information superhighway with corouters and good
software and well-trained ‘teachers....! ask Congress to
support this education technology initiative sc ‘that we can

V VVVYV
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make sure this national partnership succeeds." — President
Clinton, State of the Union, January 23, 1996

A NATIONAL_MISSION TO MAKE EVERT YOUNG PERSON TECHNOLOGICALLY

LITERATE: The President has launched a national missign to make all
children technologically literate by the dawn of the 21st Century
equlﬁped with essential’ communication, math, science, and critical
thinking skills essential to prepare them for the 21st century. He
challenges the prjvate sector, schools, teachers, parents,
studenfs, community ?roups, state and Jocal _?o,vern ents, and the
fe_dlfral government, to meet thi3 goal by building four pillars that
will:

1. Provide all teachers the training and support they need
to help students learn through computers and the
Information superhighway;

2. Develop effective and engaging software and on-line
IearnlnP resources as an-integral part of the school
curricufum;

3. Provide access to modern computers for all teachers and

students:

4. Connect every school and classroom in America to tho
Information superhighway

A NEW TECHNOLOGY LITERACY CHALLENGE FUND: The S2 billion, five

ear. Technoloqy Literacy Challenge will catalyze and, leverage

tate and local”efforts — including work with” the private sector -
- 50 that our schools provide all our children with a greater
oppotrtunlty to learn the skills they need to thrive in"the next
century.

STATE CHALLENGE WITH MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY: While the States are
asked to come forward with a statewide strategy to meet this
four-part national mission, they are given maximum flex'v.lIty
to accomplish these obHectlves. _In ofder to receive funds,
states must only meet the following three objectives:

1. State Strategy. Each state will develop a strategy for
enabling every school in the state tc meet the four goals
that the President has outlined by the dawn of the next
century. These State strateﬁles will ensure that local
districts and schools from the suburbs to the inner
cities to rural Amorica are able to participate fully in
this initiative. Strategics would include oonchmarks and
timetables for accomplis mg the four goals, but these
measures w ill be set by each State not by the federal
government.

2. Private Sector Partnershi Fnéi Matching Requirement:
Stato strategies should include significant private-
sector partiCipation and commitments to meet tho four
pillars, Private-soctor commitments should at least
match the amount of federal support. Such a match can be
mot by volunteer services, cost reductions and payments
for ¢onnections under the expanded Universal Service Fund
provisions of the Telecommunications Act, and a rango of
other commitments.

3. Annual Progress Report to the Public: To ensure

T#*1 h*m



accountability, each state must not only set benchmarks,
but it mudt alsg publicly reportat the end of every
school year to it3 residents the progress madein
achieving its benchmarks and how 1t will achieve the
ultimate“objectives of it3 strategies in the most cost-

effective manner.

LOCAL COMMUNITY CHALLENGE OPTION: While states are encouraged
to come forward with statewide strategies in order to receive
fundlng,_a state may also choose to have it3 local ?ommunltles
compete indjvidually for a pro-rata portion of its funds. Or
If a state is unaple to come forward with a statewide strategy
aerllcatlon, local communities — or copsortia — will have
tneoption to come forward with local plans.

LOCAL INNOVATION CHALLENGE FUND: Evenwhere a state doed have
a statewide strategy, local consortia of private companies and
local communities W ill be eligible to compete for a innovation
challen?e fund, which will be" funded bg expanding the existing
Technooglcal Learning Challenge from 510 million a year to
$50 million a year. This will”further ensure that everyone
can Fartlmpate In meeting this Technologically Literacy
Challenge.

Fund_ing Levels: The Technology Literacy Challenge Fund will
Brovgd a total of $2.0 billion qver five years. The
resident made a commitment in hi3 balanced deget proposal
that even a3 spen,dmg IS being cut dramatically,” education
tunding will continué to grow each year In respc se to the
Nation™s education needs.” The $2 biillion in discretionary
spending over the next five ?(/car3, b;{, coming from wi-hin ‘these
fund., Will _mean holding back or cutting lower prlorlt%/
pro%rams. Funding per State will be based on the number of

students in each State.

Reassessment and Review: The Technology therac% Challenge
Fund will provide funding for five years, then be subject to a
sunset provision to allow a review of what the Fund has
accomplished and a reassessment of whether the Fund i3 still
necessary, and if so at what level of funding.

Building on Affordahle Connections under the
Telecommunications Ac¢t: The_President signed the

Telecommunications b ill on Thursday, February, 8, 1996. This
landmark Act w (Il lower the cost3 of. connectln%,schools ar.d
classrooms to the information superhighway by billions of

dollars, by requiring carriers. to provide telecommunications
services to schools and libraries at discounted rates —
helping schools and students gain access to the internet and
advanced information services® The ,Te,chnolog¥ Literacy
Challenge takes tho next step by building on this new platform
to supP_ort Rhe national partnesship fhat can now accomplish .
the national mission ot preparing all students with the basic
skills they will need for the 2Ist century.

Kirk Winters
XJftice of the Under Secretary
U.S. Department of Education
kvintors8ir*t ti.gov
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